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We recently teamed up with the video and audio wizards of Music Reach
to release a series of bite-size interviews with musicians coupled with
footage from their gigs. We release a new video on our website every
Monday. Check it out: Post-Set Breakdown.

R.I.P. FREEDOM TO ROAM

TRACK OF THE ISSUE

Anna’s 39th Editorial

I moved to Iceland a little more
than four years
ago. I was just
here for a visit,
when I decided
to stay a few
extra months.
Then I got mixed
up in The Reykjavík Grapevine
and a few months turned into a year and a year
turned into a few more years.
That said, I had dreamt about living in Iceland
for as long as I could recall. Growing up in California, I had the incredible fortune of spending a
month here every summer since, well, before I
was old enough to remember. It was always the
highlight of my year. Not only did I get to see my
wonderful extended family and brush up on my
Icelandic, but I also got to travel around this incredible country. Summer after summer I returned
from those trips with three or four disposable cameras full of photos. I would rush to get them developed so that I could share the experience with my
friends, though the photos of course never did it

any justice. So you can imagine my delight when a
couple of my best friends finally made the trip.
Although it was 14 years ago now, their visit still
stands out quite vividly. We piled into a van marked
“Skutla,” which is not only the Icelandic word for
“minivan,” but also the word for “chick,” the likeness of which appeared on the side of the van,
waving cheerfully at the occasional car that passed
us on our way to all of the classic tourist spots. I
won’t soon forget when my friend mistook somebody’s cabin for ‘the facilities’ on one our stops.
She simply walked in, used the toilet, and walked—
well, more like sprinted—out, laughing hysterically
at her mistake. The door had of course been unlocked and the people inside hadn’t jumped at the
sound of a stranger breaking and entering.
Iceland has changed a lot since then, especially
in the last four years. We’re slated to get one million
tourists this year, which is three times the country’s
population. As Iceland has become a well-known
destination, I now find myself playing tour guide for
friends from out of town every other month. I no
longer take people to the classic spots, but there’s
still plenty to see and experience without being
surrounded by busloads of people. You can basically pull over on the side of any road and go ex-

plore the surroundings, which serves to remind me
again and again of what an amazing place Iceland
is—that, and the look of awe on my friends’ faces.
This is all about to change though. Last month,
landowners around Geysir started charging admission to the area, establishing a dangerous precedent in Iceland. Others already plan to follow suit,
and if the trend continues, who’s to say that there
won’t be an army of Icelanders in onesie snowsuits
blocking entry to every waterfall, river and lake in
the country. Furthermore, the government is moving ahead with its plans to create a ‘Nature Pass,’
which suggests to me a future in which an army of
Icelanders wearing similar onesie snowsuits muck
about the land, popping in on your picnic to check
if you’ve paid to sit down in the State’s lava field.
If this is not technically against Iceland’s ‘Freedom to Roam’ law (which can be found in Sweden, Norway and Finland as well), it certainly goes
against its spirit. And it’s that free spirit that I treasure about the Iceland experience. I think that this
is a real shame and that the issue at least deserves
more scrutiny than it is getting today. To that end,
we’ve put together an extensive feature about
what’s happening. Turn to pages 14-19 to assess
the gravity of the situation for yourself.

My bubba: “Island”
Download NOW at www.grapevine.is

Comic by Lóa Hjálmtýsdóttir

All isn’t quite right in paradise. On My bubba’s new single, ‘Island,’ the soothing maritime baseline evokes the sound of gently
pounding surf, while a strumming guitar
conjures images of coral reefs and colourful fish. The forlorn narrator, however, is too
busy crawling through cold seaweed and
walking barefoot over broken clamshells to
notice. She’s got a long-overdue apology
for a loved one on an island far away, but
the trip hasn’t been easy. The song’s central
conceit—that our desires make us vulnerable at the most inopportune times, like
when we’d rather be relaxing with sun and
sand—exists as one with the song’s faraway
sounds. For more on the track, the album it
graces and the two lovely musicians who
brought it into existence, see page 22.

Lóa's work is currently on display at the Reykjavik City Library on Tryggvagata. The show
prominently features Lóa's Grapevine comics
and will be open through April.
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What is this thing called
Lopapeysa?
The Icelandic sheep´s unique wool is what makes the Lopapeysa sweater great.
It is warm and water repellent and has been perfected by generations of Icelanders.

You´ll find the original
Lopapeysa at Rammagerðin.

Rammagerðin – Icelandic design, handicraft and souvenirs since 1940.
Hafnarstræti 19 - Reykjavík | Hafnarstræti 94 - Akureyri
Keflavíkurflugvöllur - International Airport

Say your peace, voice your opinion, send
your letters to: letters@grapevine.is
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Sour grapes & stuff

by the sea

and a delicious lobster

MOST AWESOME LETTER

at Fjörubordid in Stokkseyri

Hello,

Hæ Merry,

I just read your article, 9.8.2013 [“Reykjavík’s War on Street
Art”], about the street art in Reykjavik.

We’re big fans of Reykjavík’s street art and are delighted that
you’d like to help support it. We don’t know of a specific fund
which promotes local graffiti, but we mentioned your idea
to Hitt Húsið, Reykjavík’s local youth organization. They’ve
run youth programs led by local graffiti artists in the past and
would be very pleased to receive any donations for the purpose
of offering similar street art programming in the future. You
can contact them at hitthusid@hitthusid.is.

A year or two ago, I travelled with my son to Iceland. I felt
a particular connection to the people and land of Iceland.
This manifested itself, in part, in my interest in the statues
& art, particularly the graffiti. I took pictures of these, and
am including some in a poetry book I will be self-publishing
soon. You can download my present draft at:

At the seashore the giant lobster makes
appointments with mermaids and landlubbers.
He waves his large claws, attracting those desiring
to be in the company of starfish and lumpfish.

Spör ehf.

http://www.merryclarkster.net/without-rhyme-or-reason.
html
If there is any fund which has been created to help support
street art in Reykjavik, I would like to donate what meager
profit I reap from my poetry book. Please let me know if a
fund exists. I hope to self-publish on Espresso Books Machines in the next few weeks.

A lot of fantastic Rvk street art has gone the way of the Great
Auk (read: it was huge and beautiful, but now is gone) since
we published the article you read and appreciated, but if you
ever want to look back at some great bygone art for inspiration,
check out Grapevine’s street art walking tour map: http://goo.
gl/8QS6Dr. You can also see new pieces on the Facebook page
Graffiti Reykjavik: facebook.com/GraffitiReykjavik
Artistically,
The Grapevine

Thanks,
Merry Clarkster
"Graffiti--Thou art democracy”

From Andrew Munz in Wyoming, USA, via Facebook:

Reykjavík
Eyrarbakki

Your logo sneaked its way into our newspaper in Wyoming.

Stokkseyri

Andrew, this is a most unexpected and absolutely delightful bit
of transcontinental shout-outry. We are raising a toast to you and
your fellow Wyomans as we speak (even though its only 2:30 on
a Tuesday here). Skál!
It's just so weird that the one random Wyoming town that I live
in now carries a liquor from the one random place in the world
I'll be moving in 30 days. I'm actually moving to Akureyri to be
a whale watching guide (not random at all...), so I'm enjoying
the happenstance.

- The Seashore restaurant

> Only 45 minutes drive from Reykjavík
Eyrarbraut 3, 825 Stokkseyri, Iceland · Tel. +354 483 1550
Fax. +354 483 1545 · info@fjorubordid.is · www.fjorubordid.is
Summer opening hours: Mon - Sun 12:00 to 22:00

This is all extremely weird and awesomely not-random. (From
Wyoman to Whale Guide, huh?) One of those "wow—it's such
a small world!" things, except that the world is totally huge and
that is why things like this are always really surprising. (We
should qualify and say that it's a totally huge world except in
Iceland—Iceland is a legitimately small world all in itself...you'll
see.)
Anyway, góða ferð and velkominn in advance!
The Grapevine

MOST AWESOME LETTER
FREE ICELANDIC GOURMET FEAST!
There's prize for all your MOST AWESOME LETTERS. And it’s a scorcher!
No, really! It's a goddamn scorcher is what it is! Whoever sends us THE MOST
AWESOME LETTER this issue will receive A FRIGGIN GOURMET FEAST FOR
TWO at TAPAS BARINN. Did you hear that? Write in and complain about
something (in an admirable way), win a gourmet feast at one of Reykjavík's
best? THIS IS THE DEAL OF THE CENTURY IS WHAT IT IS! What's in a 'lobster
feast'? Well, one has to assume that it has lobster-a-plenty. Is there more?
Probably, but still... Gourmet feast? Wow! DON’T PANIC if your letter wasn’t
picked AWESOME LETTER. There's always next month! Now, if you're in the
market for free goodies next month, write us some sort of letter.
Give us your worst: letters@grapevine.is

Visit our webstore

icewear.is
Enjoy the easy shopping and quick deliveries

BE
WARM
BE
WELL
ICEWEAR
SHOPS

Þingholtsstræti 2-4 » 101 Reykjavík » Tel.: +354 555 7411
Fákafeni 9 » 108 Reykjavík » Tel.: +354 555 7412
Austurvegur 20 » 870 Vík í Mýrdal » Tel.: +354 555 7415
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Commerce | Cryptocurrency

MARCH

A Coin Of Our Very Own

NEWS IN BRIEF
by Larissa Kyzer

Auroracoin drops on Iceland
— Catharine Fulton

So: there’s good news and bad news.
March picked up where February
left off with a series of protests in
front of parliament calling upon
the government to allow the public
to vote on whether or not to continue
EU accession talks. Some of these
protests got a bit creative: about 15
protesters wielding bananas lined up
outside of the Prime Minister’s Office
and created a tunnel for government
ministers to walk through, symbolising
the accusation that Iceland is being run as a “Banana Republic,”
or a corrupt and nepotistic state.
Nevertheless, the EU Ambassador
at the helm of the Delegation of the
European Union to Iceland issued
assurances that Iceland is free to
resume accession talks should the
country want to.

Julien Ratel

On March 25 the internets made it rain all over Iceland. Auroracoin, a cryptocurrency for Iceland to
call its own, officially airdropped, and each and every Icelander was invited to claim a gift of 31.8 AUR.
The forces behind Auroracoin’s development—an anonymous faction operating
under the pseudonym Baldur Friggjar
Óðinsson—have launched the cryptocurrency in response to what they see as an
ongoing crisis in the Icelandic economy:
that pesky króna.
While team Auroracoin points to the
capital controls put in place following
the economic collapse of 2008 and the
resulting stifling of foreign investment as
“slowly bleeding” the Icelandic economy,
they also make the case that the króna
has been a sinking ship for pretty much
always.
“The devaluation of the Icelandic
króna…is not just a temporary phenomenon,” reads a statement on Auroracoin’s
website. “The entire history of the currency is one of inflation and devaluation.
Since 1960, in just over half a century, the
Icelandic króna has lost over 99.5% of its
value in U.S. dollars – at a time when the
dollar lost 98% of its value relative to gold!
At one time during this period two zeros
were taken off the currency and new bills
printed to replace the stock of bills. Now,
the highest denomination is back up to
10,000 ISK, which would have been a million króna bill had the two zeros not been
removed.”

Cyptocurrencies, like Auroracoin
or the popular Bitcoin and Litecoin, are
means of escaping government controls
over currencies, creating a new currency
with a finite circulation and a value dictated strictly by supply and demand.

What Does It All Mean?
For the uninitiated, spending too much
time thinking about how, exactly, a virtual currency can just suddenly exist, be
doled out en mass, and have some kind of
market value is a dizzying exercise. But
then the same headache could result from
dedicating any amount of time thinking
about how traditional currencies get their
value. Really, currencies are a lot like Tinkerbell—they survive so long as we clap
our hands and say we believe.
Auroracoin’s initial value at the time of
its airdrop was based purely on speculation, just as one would value a company
at the time of an IPO. It was expected to
be hot. And so those first few Icelanders
to claim their 31.8 AUR were taking hold
of the equivalent of 400 USD. However,
in the hours immediately following the
airdrop the value quickly plummeted, and
frustrated AUR-holding Icelanders pled
with their countrymen on Facebook to

stop selling their Auroracoin. Still, at the
time of writing, that 31.8 AUR is worth approximately USD $95, with just 8% of the
airdropped coins collected. Those in the

“Thus far at least one
Icelander was able to
buy bacon with his
Auroracoin, and bragged
about it on Twitter.
So, that’s something.”
know on dedicated cryptocurrency market forums are speculating that the coin
will stabilise as Icelanders become more
familiar and comfortable with the idea of
a cryptocurrency and as more goods and
services can be received in exchange for
the coin. Thus far at least one Icelander
was able to buy bacon with his Auroracoin, and bragged about it on Twitter. So,
that’s something.

What Happens Next?
Well, this initial phase in which Icelanders are able to collect their gifted coins will
continue over the coming year. These airdropped coins represent 50% of the total

number of Auroracoins that will ever exist
and they were pre-mined, meaning they
were pretty much pulled out of thin air.
There are currently 10,653,364 AUR
in circulation, with nearly as many coins
remaining to be ‘mined.’
“Essentially, electric coins are ‘mined’
through mathematical equations,” explains Einar Valur Aðalsteinsson, a computer scientist and programmer. “That
is, 'miners' complete some equation to
validate the authenticity of a new block of
coins being created. The trick is that every
time you create a block it gets harder to
create the next one. This is to make sure
that coins aren't forged and that the supply
of coins going into circulation is slow and
controlled.”
So, if all goes to plan for team Auroracoin, the currency will continue to be
mined, Icelanders will continue to collect
their gifted coins and explore the possibilities of their own cryptocurrency, and
more merchants will recognise AUR as
legitimate tender.
Will the Aururacoin ever replace the
króna? It’s unlikely, but with Icelanders
being so connected and prone to adopting
new technologies, it will be interesting to
see where this all leads.

Gourmet Experience

In other sustenance-related protests,
the North American seafood company
High Liner Foods announced that it
would no longer purchase products from Icelandic companies
connected to whaling. Independence Party MP Jón Gunnarsson
called this campaign “nothing
other than a form of terrorism,”
while Sigursteinn Másson, a representative for the International Fund
for Animal Welfare, said that the
government’s response to antiwhaling pressure has been “fanatical,” arguing that “it's completely
obvious that whale hunting is harming
Icelandic interests.”

Icelandic environmentalists, represented by Björk and American film
director Darren Aronofsky, had a
lucrative success this month: the
“Stopp!” concert benefiting
protection efforts in the Icelandic
highlands raised 35 million ISK
through donations and ticket sales.
The concert featured performances by
Patti Smith and Lykke Li and opened
with the world premier of Aronofsky’s
film 'Noah,' which was partially filmed
in Iceland. The 'Noah' crew appar-

- Steaks and Style at Argentina Steakhouse
Barónsstíg 11 - 101 Reykjavík
Tel: 551 9555
argentina.is

Continues over
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So What's This Trip To Ukraine
I Keep Hearing About?
— by Kári Tulinius

NEWS IN BRIEF
Continued...

Illustration by Lóa Hjálmtýsdóttir

Iceland’s Minister for Foreign Affairs Gunnar Bragi Sveinsson went on an official visit to Kiev on March 22. There he declared
the Icelandic government's opposition to the annexation of Crimea by Russia, said that Russia should withdraw its forces, and
that Iceland will send officials to take part in the Crimean monitoring mission of OSCE, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe. He also said that Iceland supported and would take part in sanctions against Russia.
The whole of Russia must be crying
itself to sleep after Iceland gave it the
cold shoulder.

In less galactic news, the bones of
an Icelandic Viking were found
in a mass grave in Weymouth,
England. Dating back to somewhere
between 970 and 1025, the remains
were part of the Ridgeway Hill
Viking Burial Pit, the final resting
place of 50 men of Scandinavian
origin whose bodies and heads
were buried separately. Slightly less
grisly, but nevertheless unsettling,
was the subsequent discovery of a
human skeleton in a previously
uncharted cave on the Snæfellsnes
peninsula. The skeleton was sent
abroad to be analysed by specialists.

It is true that Iceland is not much
of a player on the world stage; it is
not even the person who pulls the
curtains open and shut. But to give
credit where it is due, the Minister
for Foreign Affairs did all he could
do. He certainly did better than the
President of Iceland. Prior to the
crisis in Ukraine, the president had
been very friendly with Russian
authorities and during the Arctic
Dialogue conference on March 19 he
criticised the representative of the
Norwegian government who protested Russia's action in Crimea. It
is not entirely seemly that the president gets huffy because a country
that neighbours Russia expresses
its alarm about Russia not respecting internationally agreed borders,
even if a conference on Arctic affairs might not be the most suitable
venue for it.
Not to harp on about this, but does
anyone outside Iceland care what its
President or Minister for Foreign Affairs have to say about anything?
Well, usually only when they say
something incredibly stupid, but
point taken. Icelanders are very
aware of their position as a tiny nation in a big world, but the country
cannot help but dream of bigger
things. The times that Iceland has
played even a peripheral role in world
events are celebrated by Icelanders.
You're gonna bring up the time Iceland recognised the independence of
the Baltic countries, aren't you?
I was going to bring up the times
that Iceland has hosted various
important meetings, Reagan and
Gorbachev in 1986 being the most
famous one, but yes, Icelanders are
proud of having been the first to recognise the independence of Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania. This has long
been a feature of Icelandic foreign
relations. Iceland was a supporter

ently took great pains not to create
any lasting environmental damage.
Let’s hope that the crew filming
background scenery for Star Wars
Episode VII in Iceland this April will
be equally attentive.

of the founding of Israel, was first to
recognise Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Croatia as independent
states, and is the first and only Western European country to recognise
the state of Palestine.
Ah, so Iceland has a firm policy of
supporting national self-determination? Well, except in Crimea, I
suppose...
If Crimea counts. Iceland has not
recognised Abkhazia or South Ossetia either. But no, there is no firm
policy for anything in Icelandic foreign relations. Iceland recognises
neither the Sahrawi republic in
Western Sahara nor Somaliland,
for instance, and has never officially
recognised South Sudan. That does
not mean, of course, that Iceland
does not consider South Sudan an
independent state. Iceland has never
formally recognised Canada, but everyone knows that it probably exists.

I thought it was a made-up place English parents told their children they
would be sent to if they didn't behave.
No, you are thinking of Australia. To
go back to the example of Ukraine,
the official line on Ukraine has been
hopelessly muddled from the beginning. The President seemed to be
against talking about the situation at
all and the Minister for Foreign Affair’s initial comments were that the
revolution in Kiev was because of the
meddling of the European Union. It
was only after being criticised that
he went on his official visit.
Wait, the people who decide Icelandic
foreign policy just make it up as they
go along?
Pretty much. It is only in areas
where there is a firm national policy, such as in fishing, that Iceland
has any kind of firm principles. In
other areas it depends on which Ice-

landic politicians hold which posts,
and how they are feeling that day.
Maybe on the day that Iceland
would've recognised South Sudan,
the Minister for Foreign Affairs was
hung over.
Could be, but it is more likely that no
one gave it any thought. It is only recently that Iceland has taken up formal diplomatic relations with most
of the world. In the last decade, Iceland campaigned to get a temporary
seat on the UN Security Council,
and it was only then that the government officially reached out to a whole
host of countries from Africa, Asia,
Oceania and the Americas. Iceland
did not succeed in getting its temporary seat, and no one much cared.
In the game of international politics, Iceland is like an eight-year-old
kid hanging around at the edge of a
sports field, expecting to be picked to
play in the World Cup Final.

OPEN FROM 7:00
BREAKFAST & LUNCH
RESTAUR ANT & TAKE AWAY

T E M P L A R A S U N D 3 , 101 R E Y K J AV Í K , T E L : 57118 2 2 , W W W. B E R G S S O N . I S

We’ve also seen interesting trends in
the realm of the living this month, not
least the finding that some Icelandic
mothers request to keep their
placentas following childbirth. Although this goes against regulations
about taking human remains or body
parts away from a hospital, several
doulas have anonymously admitted to
assisting patients in preserving and
taking these home. “I think we have a
right to our own placentas,” one said.
Meanwhile, more Icelandic men
than ever have been getting vasectomies: 483 men were sterilised
in 2013, up from 37 men in 1982.

Icelanders living in the UK were
surprised to find that many Icelandic
websites are being automatically
blocked by the UK’s “Great Firewall,” which is intended to prevent
children from accessing pornography.
The news aggregator and blogging
website Eyjan.is is among several
innocuous websites deemed not to be
“child-friendly.”
Social media justified its continued
existence when an Icelandic
man used Facebook to find a
kidney donor for himself, just a
day after posting his petition. Kristján
Continues over
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Akureyri

Reykjavík

Húsavík

Visit The Gentle Giants
up north in Húsavík
– The Whale Watching Capital of Iceland

“Highlight of the summer”

“The most remarkable experience I have ever had” · “Family bonding & fun
with Gentle Giants” · “Excellent service” · “Everything was perfect during the
whole trip!” · “Memorable experience, forever engraved in my memory”

150 YEARS OF FAMILY HISTORY IN THE BAY
HÚSAVÍK
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Report | Environmentalism

NEWS IN BRIEF

In Another World

Continued...

Björk, Patti Smith and Darren Aronofsky team up with
environmental organisations to safeguard Iceland’s highlands
— John Rogers
rary national conservation task of the Icelandic people.”

Kristjánsson was diagnosed with IgA
nephropathy ten years ago and has
been on a transplant waiting list for
two years. Twenty people came forward, none of who knew Kristján
directly. “They are just good Icelanders who are ready to help a guy out,”
he said. I think it’s incredible that
people are prepared to do something
like this.”

Emotional Landscapes

Matt Eisman

“Industry has raped Mother
Nature again and again—
there has to be some place
where Mother Nature feels
safe and beloved. Once this
damage is done, that can never
come back.” - Patti Smith

With the highlands under threat of industrial development, pioneering artists
are campaigning to save the hidden gems of Iceland's wild heartland.
Iceland’s highlands make up most of the
country’s landmass—a vast expanse of
largely uninhabited, mountainous terrain
dominated by a volcanic desert and several towering glaciers. It’s the largest single
area of untouched wilderness left in Europe, and home to a range of unparalleled
natural wonders, including Lake Mývatn,
the Þjórsárver wetlands, the Sprengisandur plateau, the Skaftafell National Park
and a variety of other beautiful and significant spots that many hardy explorers
specifically travel to Iceland to seek out.
For much of the year, this sprawling
region is so inhospitable that rental cars
in Iceland attach a map to the dashboard
marked “DO NOT GO HERE.” Contrary
to the idea held by some that this renders
the land worthless, the untamed ferocity
of the nature is part of what makes the
highlands special. It’s an area that’s resistant to human habitation and therefore
unspoiled, with few roads and structures.
This environment is irreplaceably
valuable in these increasingly urbanised
times, offering a rare chance to experience earthly nature in a raw and undisturbed state. Indeed, doing so induces a
sense of wonder, inspiration and reverence in many people.

This Is An Alarm Call
At the recent, highly successful and eye-

catching conservation campaign “Let’s
Guard The Garden,” three very famous
artists stepped up to host a large-scale
benefit event for the highlands. Film
director Darren Aronofsky and music
legends Patti Smith and Björk each gave
voice to the horror that many—including
conservationists, geographers, hikers and
nature lovers from Iceland and all over the
world—feel about current government
proposals for large-scale industrial development in the highlands.
“I came here first as a young girl aged
22 years old, way back in 1969,” Smith
recounted. “Of all the beautiful places I
visited back then, many have since been
destroyed by man. To come back to Iceland and still find much of the country
as I found it then is a gift. Industry has
raped Mother Nature again and again—
there has to be some place where Mother
Nature feels safe and beloved. Iceland is
one of the few places in the world where
Mother Nature can feel herself. Once
this damage is done, that can never come
back. In this matter, count me as one of
your servants.”
Guðmundur Ingi Guðbrandsson of
The Icelandic Environment Association
(Landvernd) and Árni Finnsson of The
Iceland Nature Conservation Association
(INCA) dedicate themselves to issues
such as this. The two Icelandic conservation groups work in quite different ways,

with the former focusing more on activism and the latter more on lobbying, but
on this issue they are united.
“What spurred this campaign was the
intention of the Minister of the Environment to withdraw the Nature Conservation Act, which was supposed to take
effect on April 1 this year,” Guðmundur
says. “Furthermore, and more importantly in the short term, is the fact that the
power companies have requested that at
least 15 areas in the central highlands be
evaluated for the next round of the Master
Plan for Hydro and Geothermal Energy
Resources in Iceland.”
And what exactly would the damage
entail? “The proposed developments include more than 15 hydro and geothermal
power plants in the central highlands and
large power lines, in particular over the
Sprengisandur plateau,” Guðmundur explains.
“This and the accompanying roads
would completely change the highlands
as we know them today. Wilderness areas,
which are among the largest still remaining in Europe, would be fragmented and
heavily affected, as well as glaciers! Better
roads mean better access, more speed and
more noise. This will ruin the quietness,
the remoteness and the opportunities to
experience unspoiled nature. In my view,
ensuring the protection of the central
highlands is by far the largest contempo-

The magic of Iceland's nature has inspired and informed much of Björk's
work. The video for “Jóga,” shown as she
performed at the benefit concert, features
the earth’s crust cracking open to reveal
the boiling rock beneath; the diptych of
“Frosti" and “Aurora" on her ‘Vespertine’
album express the sense of vastness and
wonder that the wilds can evoke.
So, whilst she often shies away from
using her fame as a political platform, on
this issue Björk is willing to wield her celebrity status to raise awareness. “I try to
stick to doing nature stuff,” she says. “It
seems to have a bigger impact that way.
Other than that I just like to focus on making music. But, when I show up, people
come with cameras, so perhaps it helps in
shining a spotlight on this problem. This
is one of the few untouched lands left in
the world. It has energy and magic that
deserves our unconditional support.”
She is the first to applaud the vigilance
and dedication of Landvernd and INCA,
and stresses that every Icelander can use
their personal power for this cause. “At
the end of the day, it is up to all of us to
stop these changes,” she says. “My experience has been that the majority of Icelanders feel this way, and agree with us,
but they don’t have a platform to express
themselves. Celebrities sometimes simply
provide a stage.”

“This is one of the few
untouched lands left in
the world. It has energy
and magic that deserves
our unconditional support.” - Björk
With 35 million ISK raised already
to fund the continued campaign, and
thousands of new members flocking to
join Landvernd and INCA, the Icelandic
public are raising their voice. When asked
to express the value of these threatened
places for those who have not seen them,
the representatives on this issue gave impassioned pleas for their cause. “Darren
Aronofsky gave a very apt description,”
Árni Finnsson says. “He said that fragmenting the highlands with man-made
structures would be like splitting a diamond in two parts.”

It’s also been a particularly good month
for Grapevine cover star Gunnar Nelson, Iceland’s only MMA fighter in the
Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC).
Gunnar defeated Russia’s Omari
Akhmedov in the first round of their
March fight. He remains undefeated
after three UFC fights.

SPECIAL

ELECTION POLL
ROUNDUP
by Tómas Gabríel Benjamin
With municipal elections around the
corner, it’s high time for the Grapevine
to start its coverage. For those not in the
know, Reykjavík citizens get a chance to
pick their city council members by voting
for one of the registered parties on May 31.
The 15 council seats are split between the
parties based on the percentage of the total
vote they receive.
Prior to the election, each party presents an ordered list of their candidates,
with the person in the number one spot
being referred to as the list leader. So for
example, if a party secures three seats in
the election, the first three members of
its list become council members. Two or
three parties then form a coalition, with
the leader of the majority one becoming
mayor. But enough of that, let’s get down
to business!
Mayor Jón Gnarr has shaken up the
city’s political landscape twice—first
when his party of anarchists and artists,
known as The Best Party, won the majority in the 2010 city council elections, and
again when he announced he would not
run for a second term, thereby dissolving
the party. Its members have since been
absorbed into the Bright Future Party, and
Jón Gnarr’s assistant, S. Björn Blöndal,
leads the party’s list of candidates.

Continues over

Kolabrautin is on
4th floor Harpa

Reservations

+354 519 9700
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in itself. Relax and enjoy fine Italian cuisine complemented with a spectacular
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Culture | The lopapeysa

Screaming Jumpers

Continued...

A brief history of the lopapeysa
— Árni Hjörvar Árnason
book inspired Auður to knit a sweater with
a circular pattern over the shoulders.”
Auður’s Inca inspired sweater was
actually knitted out of coloured yarn, so
it certainly wasn’t the first lopapeysa,
but the story goes that it may have been
the first one to sport this circular pattern
we’ve come to associate with the lopapeysa. “Women’s creations weren’t particularly visible at the time,” Guðný continues,
“and Auður may have assumed the role of
a representative as she was both a public
figure and very vocal about knitting traditions and designs, but despite her insistence that hers was the first, I know there
were many women in the area doing similar things with patterns inspired by both
Swedish and Greenlandic traditions.”
“We’re actually about to delve a bit
further into this,” she says. “We’re teaming up with the Museum of Design and
Applied Arts and the Textile Museum to
research the lopapeysa’s origin.”

From Modern To Traditional

Gljúfrasteinn, Halldór Laxness museum (Pictured: Auður, wearing a lopapeysa)

There are not many things that scream “cultural heritage” as loudly as the
humble Icelandic woollen sweater or “lopapeysa” as us natives refer to it. Having one on is like wearing knitted Iceland.
It resembles the country’s rugged nature
and reminds us of the history of farming
and fishing when it provided its wearer
with a vital shield from the disastrous
weather one can encounter in the wild.
Furthermore it appeals greatly to the
disillusioned and globalised 21st Century traveller. It’s as close as one can get
to the source without shovelling shit in
a sheepfold. It is purebred-organic-free
range-locally produced and whatnot and
therefore the perfect piece of clothing for
the buzzword conscious, artisan coffee
sipping twenty-something or other.
But, funnily enough, the Icelandic
woollen jumper is neither very old, nor is
its design particularly Icelandic.

Lawpih
Actually, the one thing that does make the
lopapeysa uniquely Icelandic is the material used in its making. “Lopi,” as opposed
to the more common yarn, is simply wool
that hasn’t been spun, and whilst its designs and patterns have constantly evolved
since lopapeysa’s inception, the material
hasn’t changed much. “If I was to describe
what a lopapeysa looks like,” says Soffía
Valdimarsdóttir, ethnologist and author
of a thesis called “Ull er Gull” (“Wool is
Gold”), “I’d say it’s a long-sleeve, straight
cut sweater with a circular pattern over the
shoulders. That is in no way an exhaustive
description, as they all vary in design, but
what does unify them all is the material.”

The tradition of knitting out of lopi is a
touch older than the actual lopapeysa, but
nobody seems to know exactly when people started knitting unspun wool. “Folk
traditions never have a set beginning,
and besides, we’re talking about female
culture which was never particularly well
documented,” she says before giving another interesting explanation for the lack
of documentation.

“It would have been
considered shameful
if people heard you
weren’t spinning your
wool. It would have
been equivalent to not
cleaning your house.”
“People have been knitting spun wool
or yarn since the country was settled. It
was a massive part of each household’s
daily routine, but as the social structure
started to change and people started moving from farms to the fishing villages
women just didn´t have the time to spin
their wool anymore” she says. “It would
have been considered shameful if people
heard you weren’t spinning your wool. It
would have been equivalent to not cleaning your house.”

The tradition of knitting unspun wool
comes from women’s survival instinct
and ingenuity when faced with rapidly
changing roles in the first couple of decades of the 20th Century. Or put more
simply, Iceland’s cultural heritage was
born out of time constraints.

Auður And The Inca Empire
Turns out, lopapeysa’s origins are just as
hazy as the origins of its material lopi. “I
had always been under the impression
that this garment was a few hundred years
old, but it turned out I was wrong,” says
Guðný Gestsdóttir, managing director of
Gljúfrasteinn. Now a museum, Gljúfrasteinn was the home of Nobel Prize in Literature winner Halldór Laxness and his
wife Auður Sveinsdóttir Laxness for the
best part of the 20th Century. I’m speaking to Guðný in order to gain some clarity on one of the more persistent theories
of lopapeysa’s origin, which attributes its
pattern’s design to the aforementioned
Auður.
Auður did in fact claim to be the originator of the patterned knitted sweater
in an interview with Vikan magazine in
1998, but the rather bold claim has been
widely disputed, and even Guðný says
she is fairly hesitant to confirm Auður’s
story. “What we do know though,” Guðný
says, “is that in 1947, Halldór brought her
a book on Inca culture when returning
from a trip to USA and the designs in that

So, whether or not an individual can stake
a claim in having invented the humble
lopapeysa remains to be seen, but it is
clear that in the ‘50s and ‘60s enterprising
women all over the country were starting
to mould what would later become such
an inseparable part of Iceland’s cultural
tradition by experimenting with various
designs inspired by imported knitting
catalogues and magazines. But how did it
manage to become perceived as both “Icelandic” and “traditional” in such a short
space of time?
Soffía Valdimarsdóttir argues that tradition can be old or new, but what makes
it stick is the fact that it always looks to the
past. “The Icelandic sheep is so deeply engrained into this nation’s history. It’s been
instrumental in keeping us alive since we
settled here,” she says. “It’s interlinked
with both of our historic industries, farming and fishing.”
And the sheep continues to keep us
alive. Turnover at Istex (the country’s
biggest wool manufacturer) has tripled
between 2007 and 2011 and the company
now manufactures more than twice the
amount of wool as it did seven years ago.
Most of that boom is attributed to growing tourism in Iceland, but Soffía says globalisation can also be thanked. “Icelanders have had to redefine their identity in
times of globalisation. The lopapeysa has
been handy in that respect as the wool reminds us of the local and national.”
Despite lopapeysa having originally
been a child of modernisation and foreign
influences on Icelandic fashion, it has
gone full circle and now provides a shelter
from globalisation and reminds us of history and tradition. Deceitful little garment
isn’t it?
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While Bright Future is projected to lose
two of its six seats, polls favour the leftwing Social Democratic Alliance, with
the latest numbers suggesting they’ll get
five seats, or two more than they currently
hold. The Social Dems’ leader, Dagur B.
Eggertsson, is also projected to become
Reykjavík’s next mayor. This would be
the second time Dagur sits in the mayoral
chair, having assumed that role for three
months in 2007/2008. With numbers as
they stand, the Social Democratic Alliance and Bright Future are likely to hold
the most seats without serious challenge.
Meanwhile, the conservative Independence Party has been scoring progressively worse in polls. Political veteran
and current mayor of Ísafjörður, Halldór
Halldórsson, leads his party, which is projected to secure four seats in the election,
down from the five it currently holds. The
centrist Progressive Party—the other half
of the national government’s coalition
with the Independence Party—is faring
no better, with current leader of the list
Óskar Bergsson looking at a steep uphill
battle to regain the single city council seat
his party lost in 2010.
Conversely, the newcomers in the Pirate Party are riding high on their national
party’s parliamentary successes last year.
The Pirates are running on a freedom of
information platform and polls suggest
that their leader, Halldór Auðar Svansson,
is assured a seat, and that the party is very
likely to secure a second one.
The Left-Green Movement is holding
on to their one seat by the skin of their
teeth, with some close calls during internal elections as well: Sóley Tómasdóttir
beat out Líf Magneudóttir for the top seat
on their list by just one vote in the party’s
closed primary elections. Sóley is the only
female leading any of the municipal parties. Her former party and fellow council
member Þorleifur Gunnlaugsson has
risen to the top of the newly-formed Dawn
Party’s list, although this social justiceoriented party is trailing behind in the
polls and has some work to do if it wants
to get a council member elected.

The Latest Poll Numbers
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Social Democrats 28% (5 seats)
Bright Future 24.8% (4 seats)
Independence Party 24.4% (4 seats)
The Pirate Party 9.1% (1 seat)
Left-Green Movement 8.6% (1 seat)
Dawn 2.8% (0 seats)
The Progressive Party 2.0% (0 seats)
Others 0.3%

The poll was commissioned by daily
paper Morgunblaðið and carried out by
The University of Iceland’s Social Science Research Institute from March
17 to 23. Of those polled, 60%, or 1,154
people, responded, 111 were not sure,
57 planned to cast a blank vote, 24 were
going to abstain from voting and 79 refused to answer.
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Hafnarhús

Tryggvagata 17,
101 Rvk.
Open 10-17
Thursdays 10-20

Kjarvalsstaðir

Flókagata, 105 Rvk.
Open 10-17

Ásmundarsafn
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www.artmuseum.is
Tel: (354) 590 1200

Sigtún, 105 Rvk.
May-Sept.:
Open 10-17
Okt.-Apr.:
Open 13-17

The Golden Circle Afternoon

AH11

Price
9.000 ISK

13:0019:00

ATV & The Blue Lagoon Direct

AH89

Price
14.600 ISK

09:0015:45

South Coast, Waterfalls
& Glacier Hike

AH34

Price
20.900 ISK
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Travel to impress
your friends
#Iceland
Excursions
Free Wi-Fi

ONBOARD

#GrayLine
Iceland

Visit our Sales Office at Lækjartorg Square. Book your tours online
at www.grayline.is or call us at +354 540 1313
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— By Anna Andersen, Ben Smick, Jonathan
Pattishal, Larissa Kyzer, Tómas Gabríel Benjamin
& Yasmin Nowak

Axel Sigurðarson

In June last year, something unprecedented happened here in Iceland: a group of private landowners erected a barrier fence and started charging people to gain access to
Kerið, a volcanic crater lake located on their property in Grímsnes, South Iceland. Their
claim was that the boom in foot traffic has damaged Kerið and that they needed to
charge admission to protect and preserve it.
Up until this point, Icelanders enjoyed nearly unrestricted access to
both privately and publicly owned
nature sites, be they volcanoes,
glaciers, waterfalls, rock formations, or geysers—due in large
part to the spirit of one short, but
powerful paragraph in the country’s “Nature Conservation Law.”
Although it speaks specifically to
freedom of movement, this law
underlines an intrinsically Icelandic principle: a parcel of land
might be privately owned, but the
country and all its natural wonders belong to all Icelanders.
The actions of the Kerið landowners were historically and

socially significant. However, it
was not until this year, when the
landowners of more high-profile
tourist spots such as Geysir and
Dettifoss announced their own
similar plans, that people—including representatives of the
tourist industry, members of parliament and average citizens—began to protest.
Many (if not most) people agree
that the spike in foreign visitors
travelling to Iceland and visiting
natural sites puts the country’s
pristine nature at risk and that
preservation efforts need to be
stepped up if anyone—whether
Icelandic or foreign—is going

to enjoy it in the future. But they
are far from unified on how to address this issue. While other landowners plan to follow in Kerið’s
footsteps, the government is moving forward with an altogether
different and equally unpopular
fee-collection method called the
Nature Pass.
This is a complex issue encompassing many voices and moving
parts, and one which has yet to
be fully examined by the media.
So the following is our attempt to
deconstruct it, looking at the legal
precedent, alternative methods of
implementation, public opinion
and more.

Is This Even Legal?

Examining Iceland’s Conservation Law
It seems clear that people now have to pay for the privilege
of gaining access to Icelandic nature. What’s not clear, however, is if this is actually legal. The potential hang-up is one of
Iceland’s oldest laws, dating back more than 700 years. Today
the law is contained within Iceland’s Nature Conservation Law
(“Lög um náttúruvernd”).
Chapter 4.18 states: “People are permitted, without expressed permission from landowners or rights holders, to
walk, ski, skate and use a non-motorised sled or travel in a
comparable fashion through non-cultivated land and stay
there. Under special circumstances though, it is permissible to put up signs on gates and steps to restrict or ban
people from passing through or staying on fenced off, uncultivated land in the country if it is necessary for utilising
or protecting it.”
Aside from former Minister of the Interior and current MP
Ögmundur Jónasson encouraging the public to join him at
Geysir to protest what he deems illegal fee collection based on
this law, it has received little attention in the debate about how
to best raise funds for the preservation of Iceland’s nature.

Vox Pop: The People Speak At Bæjarins Beztu Pylsur
Chantal Porthault
Switzerland
Should it cost money to go to nature sites in Iceland?
No. We paid recently to see Geysir and we think it’s
not right. I don’t want to pay to see something from
nature. If I go to see a museum, or houses with grass
roofs, it’s normal to pay, because humans have to do
something to make sure it looks clean and okay. But
for nature sites? No, that’s not normal.
If the hot dog stand was a part of the Nature Pass
package, would you be more or less likely to buy
a pass?
What? If I have to pay? We’re from Switzerland. If
this place was in the national parks? No. It’s good,
but it should stay here. You can’t put a hot dog stand
in a national park.
Rúnar Sigurðsson
Iceland
What do you think about charging for entry to nature
sites in Iceland?
I don’t like it. I don’t like the way they charge for it.
They want to charge money at each site; that’s crazy.
A pass is good, so everybody can pay without being
charged everywhere. That’s so crazy. The tourists

would be so upset if they were taking money everywhere.
How much would you be willing to pay to visit a site?
I don’t want to pay to visit Gullfoss, I don’t want to.
I understand it costs money to run the toilets, so
somewhere they must charge money, but I don’t
want to pay when I go visit Gullfoss. Simple as that.
Andrew Shirbin
Australia
Do you think it should cost money to visit nature
sites in Iceland?
I guess it depends on what the money goes to. If it
goes to support the sites themselves, then yes, absolutely, to ensure they’re maintained and kept good
for people to visit in the future.

package, would you be more or less likely to buy a
pass?
Much more! I’d probably pay about five times the
price. I really like the hot dog stand. It’s the first
place we came to yesterday, and we’re back today. We
each had like two or three hot dogs yesterday, and
my friend Joe is working on another couple here.
Serena Fiacco
Switzerland
If you had to pay to visit nature sites in Iceland, how
much would you pay?
A lot, actually, because it’s worth it.
Would you rather pay at each site, or buy a card that
gives you access everywhere?
I think I would prefer the card, because you feel like
you have the opportunity to go everywhere.

Should tourists and Icelanders pay the same
amount?
I guess so. If they visit, then they are theoretically
running down the sites. It’s just my suspicion, but
maybe some of their taxes go to natural upkeep, so
in that case, maybe they should pay less. I guess
there’s more than one way to skin a cat.

Should Icelanders and tourists pay the same
amount?
Well, Icelandic people probably shouldn’t pay so
much, since it’s their country. I think it’s okay if
tourists pay a little more, but not three times what
the local people pay.

If the hot dog stand was a part of the Nature Pass

If the hot dog stand were a national park, would you

pay to visit it?
Um, I am kind of paying to visit it, because I could
have a cheaper hot dog somewhere else.
Sólkatla Ólafsdóttir
Iceland
Do you support the Nature Pass?
Yes, I just think it’s a great idea. We have to charge
for these things, and this is a great way for tourists
to pay rather than to be charged for each and every
place.
Should Icelanders have to pay?
No.
If you had to pay, would you?
I would hesitate. If it was something like 500 ISK I
would pay, but no more.
Do you think the facilities and infrastructure at the
nature sites are in good shape?
Yes, they are probably okay as they are now. But I’m
Icelandic, so I don’t go there all the time.
If the hot dog stand were a national park, would you
pay to visit it?
Yes, probably.
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The Nature Pass
And Its Discontents
— Jonathan Pattishall

Axel Sigurðarson

For all the controversy surrounding the proposed Nature Pass legislation, there has been precious little information available as to
what the law would specifically entail. Based on recent interviews with officials in the Ministry for Industries and Innovation, which
is responsible for drafting the Nature Pass legislation, as well as on comments from members of a consultation group assembled by the
ministry to propose ideas for the Nature Pass, a clearer image has finally emerged, of a surprisingly simple law.
According to the Ministry of Industries and Innovation, if the Nature
Pass is approved by Alþingi in a form
similar to the current proposal, Icelanders and foreign tourists alike will
be required to pay for access to all nature sites owned by the Icelandic government. Revenue raised in this manner would be placed in a Nature Pass
fund and doled out for various purposes, principally the maintenance of
existing sites within the Nature Pass
system and the development of new
sites in more seldom-visited parts of
the country. The funds could then be
used for footpath construction and
erosion control, as well as for infrastructure development, including
roads, parking lots and bathrooms.
Municipalities as well as private
landowners or landowners’ associations may voluntarily include their

lands in the Nature Pass system, but
would not be required to. If they did,
they would gain access to a share of
the Nature Pass fund, but would no
longer be allowed to charge entry fees
at their nature sites.

“There’s a parking lot, a
bench and a picnic table
there, but there are no
toilet facilities. You can
walk around for days
and not see a single
toilet.”
The pass, which will likely be
available for purchase online and at
select locations in Iceland, would cost
the same for tourists and Icelanders

The Other Options
According to many sources, the idea of the Nature Pass
has, in one iteration or another, been floating around in
the Icelandic ether for at least a few years. But while it’s
become the fee-collection method of choice for many
prominent politicians and “stakeholders,” it was hardly
the only option on the table. So what were some of the
others? At least one substantive report was commissioned to review, though not specifically advocate for,
various fee-collection options: The “Overview of Fee
Collection Methods” which was produced by the Icelandic consulting group Alta at the behest of the Icelandic Tourist Board (hereby referred to as the Alta report).
Here’s a summary of its survey.

alike: 2,000 ISK for a four-day pass,
3,000 ISK for four weeks, or 5,000
ISK for five years. There would be
no turnstiles or fences at the sites;
visitors would instead be subject to
random spot checks by officials, and
those without a Nature Pass would
be subject to a fine. The Ministry for
Industries and Innovation may also
develop a smartphone app that would
allow tourists to purchase one on site.
Alþingi will vote on a 12-year funding plan with a general overview of
where funds are needed. The Ministry
for the Environment, in collaboration
with a committee that includes representatives of private landowners, municipalities and The Icelandic Travel
Industry Association, will come up
with more specific three-year funding
plans that take into account shifting
priorities or emerging needs. It will

Departure Or Arrival Fee
In this collection scheme, anyone
travelling into or out of the country
is charged a f lat fee. This fee applies
to both citizens and foreigners alike.
Countries that use this method often
simplify the process by making airline
companies collect the fee as a ticket
surcharge. Some countries collect the
fee directly from travellers at the airport instead. Departure or arrival fees
can also be collected at other points of
entry, such as cruise ship ports.

Single-Site Admission Fees
Many countries charge some form of
admission fee for entrance to natural sites, particularly national parks
or protected areas. These fees do not
preclude additional charges, service
fees, or points of sale once within the

also determine which additional programmes should receive funding—
such as the volunteer-based Icelandic
Association for Search and Rescue,
which often comes to the aid of tourists.

Stakeholders Meet
And Discuss
A handful of privately funded studies
from 2013 provided the initial concept that eventually developed into
today’s Nature Pass proposal. Chief
among these was the Boston Consulting Group (BCG) report, “Northern Sights: The future of tourism in
Iceland,” which was endorsed by the
current
Progressive/Independence
coalition government. The authors of
the report concluded that “a multi-site
access charge achieves more of the

park. The Alta report cites studies in
Australia and Tasmania, which show
that admission fees are met with more
approval by guests if they go directly
to the park or preserve rather than a
general state fund.

Fee For Overnight
Accommodation
Fees added to the cost of overnight
lodging are rather common whether
they are charged per person, per
room, per apartment, etc. There are
also often different levels of fees attached to different kinds of lodgings
as determined by quality—so the fee
for a suite in a full-service spa, for
instance, will be higher than that on
a tent at a campground or a bed in a
common room in a hostel.

objectives than the alternatives” (see
“Highlights From The BCG Report”).
This opinion was widely accepted
by the time the Ministry for Industries and Innovation invited stakeholders to meet and contribute ideas
to the Nature Pass law, according to
Þorsteinn Svavar McKinstry, one of
those stakeholders and a member of
the Iceland Tourist Guide Association’s board of directors. “Most everyone is determined to do this, but we
have slightly different ideas of how it
should be done,” Þorsteinn says.
The consultation group met a total
of four times starting in November
of last year. Each meeting lasted just
a few hours. It was never the goal to
co-write a draft of the legislation at
these meetings. Rather, individual
stakeholders were there to represent
the interests of their various groups—

Car Rental Fee
At least 38 states in the US include an
added fee on car rentals. (The Alta report does not indicate if car rental fees
are charged in other countries.)

Cruise Ship Fee
Many countries that experience a
high volume of cruise ships charge
associated fees, either per-passenger
or per night of portage. These fees are
generally used to build up and maintain port infrastructures and facilities, as well as for nature conservation
purposes.

Travel Authorisation Fee
Travel Authorisation Fees are collected in several countries from travellers
who do not need visas for short travel
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including, among others, Promote
Iceland, the Environment Agency of
Iceland, the Association of Icelandic
Municipalities, and Samút, an organisation for outdoor enthusiasts.
Valgerður Rún Benediktsdóttir,
the director general of the Ministry
for Industries and Innovation, was
present at each meeting, taking notes
and compiling ideas. These ideas were
transformed by the ministry into the
draft proposed above, which will be
vetted in a cabinet-level meeting and
then sent to parliamentary committees for further changes or approval.
Once that step occurs, the law will be
presented to Alþingi and published
for public review.

Nothing Is Not An Option
According to Ingvar Pétur Guðbjörnsson, a political advisor in the Ministry of Industries and Innovation, the
need for more regulated access to
Icelandic nature is obvious, as is the
need for new funds to protect that nature. “We went from around 300,000
tourists in 2003 to almost 900,000 last
year,” Ingvar says. “So if we do nothing, there might not be very much nature to sell here in the coming years.”
Beyond preserving frequently visited attractions such as those on the
Golden Circle, Nature Pass funds
would encourage improvements to
sites outside of Southwest Iceland.
“There are countless smaller spots
that need facilities or upgrades,” Þorsteinn says, providing the example
of Jökulsárgljúfur in the Vatnajökull
National Park. “There’s a parking lot,
a bench and a picnic table there, but
there are no toilet facilities. You can
walk around for days and not see a
single toilet.”
Proponents of the Nature Pass believe that it will also help balance the
geographical distribution of tourists.
“This actually provides an incentive
for landowners to take spots that have
been closed, because they’re inaccessible or unsafe, and build them up,”
Þorsteinn says. These improvements,
combined with the package-deal model of the Nature Pass, make tourists
more likely to visit the new sites, reducing congestion at the most popular destinations.
The Nature Pass also avoids the
problem of long queues caused by
single-site access fees, since most
visitors will buy their passes in advance and will theoretically only need
one pass to visit most sites. “If you
come to Iceland, you don’t want to
see fences and guards selling tickets
everywhere,” Ingvar says. “That’s not
something many of us want.”
Some critics of the Nature Pass
model have argued that the government should instead simply raise the
tax rate on the tourist industry, particularly hotels and airlines. Ingvar

or stays, but still require some form of
entrance authorisation.

Multi-Level Value Added
Taxes (VATs) On TourismRelated Services
Most countries in the EU apply multiple levels of VAT to various services
and products within and related to
the tourism industry. The EU averages cited in the Alta report are 10.8%
VAT on accommodation and 21.2% on
other services.
Some scholars analysing the tourism industry believe that adjustment
to Iceland’s current VAT levels would
generate the necessary funds to build
up tourism infrastructures and effectively address nature conservation issues. In Iceland, the current VAT on
hotels is 7%, which is not only lower

counters that this would result in an
unfair cost distribution. “People coming to Reykjavík for a meeting and not
going to Gullfoss and Geysir would
have to pay higher taxes,” he says.
“With the Nature Pass, those who visit the sites pay for protecting them.”
This problem is compounded when it
comes to taxes on plane tickets. The
average Icelander f lies to, from and
within Iceland more often than the
average tourist, even if she visits fewer nature sites. Based on calculations
made by an economist in the ministry, Ingvar says that generating revenues for a nature fund through a surcharge on airfare would increase the
share Icelanders pay from 13- 40%.
One big question mark hanging
over the Nature Pass plan is whether
many private landowners of popular
nature sights will opt into the system.
After all, if participation is entirely
voluntary, and these owners think
they can earn more by charging on
their own, why would they sign up?
The BCG report optimistically
cites the supposedly unique advantages of the Nature Pass for private
landowners, including centralised
administration, free marketing and
increased access to visitor data. However, all of these goods and services
could be purchased with enough privately raised revenue. Yet Ingvar believes that if landowners raise their
prices too high in the pursuit of profit, they will start seeing fewer visitors.
“They will also have to pay salaries
and build fences and all sort of things
that they won’t have to do if they’re a
part of the Nature Pass system,” he
adds. It's one more factor that Nature
Pass proponents think will give them
a competitive advantage over—and
possibly even help them supplant—
landowners who continue to privately
manage their sites.

New Ideas For
New Problems
Þorsteinn sees ref lexive stubbornness in the opposition to the Nature
Pass model. “People are afraid of new
things,” he says. “If you come up with
a new idea, a group of people who
don’t like change will just say ‘no.’ But
the Nature Pass model, if we finish it
and it works, will benefit everybody.”
If the Ministry of Industries and
Innovation can convince the critics
and sceptics in the Alþingi committees of the wisdom of the Nature Pass,
then Ingvar is confident the necessary planning can be completed in
time for the proposed launch date in
January 2015. “If we can put the bill
through parliament before the end
of this session, we will have seven or
eight months. In that time I’m sure
we can put up a website and do everything we need to do. That’s the idea, at
least.”

than the EU average, but also significantly lower than in other Nordic
nations (hotel VAT in Denmark and
Sweden is 25%). Iceland’s hotel VAT
was reduced to 7% in 2007 in order to
help boost the industry, as it was quite
expensive to travel to Iceland as a tourist in the years of the pre-crash króna.
The previous government had intended to raise the hotel VAT to 25.5% but
met with significant pushback on this
issue, and so decided instead to simply return to what it was prior to 2007:
14%. This VAT stabilisation would
have gone into effect in 2013. When
the current coalition government lead
by Sigmundur Davíð came into power
in 2013, however, the stabilisation was
entirely scrapped, and Iceland’s hotel
VAT will remain at 7% indefinitely.
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Building “Destination Iceland”
Highlights from the Boston
Consulting Group Report
— Larissa Kyzer

Axel Sigurðarson

In September 2013, the Boston Consulting Group (BCG) published a report
called “Northern Sights: The future of tourism in Iceland.” The report was commissioned by a consortium of private companies in the tourism industry claiming a “strong stake in Iceland’s future success as an attractive, growing, and
sustainable tourist destination,” notably Icelandair Group, Isavia (the company
which operates Iceland’s airports, including Keflavík and the Reykjavík Domestic), Blue Lagoon and Europcar.
Targetting a set of “tourist segments,” types of travellers “for whom
Iceland has a strong intrinsic appeal” (Aff luent Adventurers, Older
Relaxers, Emerging Market Explorers, City Breakers, and MICE—or
Meetings, Incentives, Conferences,
and Events—visitors), the report projected that, for the first time ever,
tourism would overtake fishing as
Iceland’s largest export sector in
2013. It would therefore present a series of “significant challenges” (and,
it goes without saying, opportunities
for economic exploitation). So BCG
presented a “future vision for Icelandic tourism.” A pivotal component of
this vision? An “Environment Card”
which they claim “delivers the optimum balance between feasibility,
fairness, efficiency, and capacity to
raise significant funds.”
Now, it isn’t impossible that a privately-funded foreign report would
be able to furnish some useful ideas
regarding Iceland’s “untapped opportunities,” but it’s difficult to deny that
with prominent backers in the airline
industry, the report’s findings are far
more likely to be biased toward say,
a “multi-site access charge” (the Nature Pass model) over a surcharge
added to airline tickets. And while
there were a handful of other reports
which outlined the pros and cons of
various fee collection options, this is
the only one that has been endorsed
by key members of the Icelandic government.
Yep: both Prime Minister Sigmundur Davíð Gunnlaugsson and
Minister of Industry and Commerce
Ragnheiður Elín Árnadóttir contributed glowing forewords to the
BCG report. For his part, Sigmundur Davíð stated that he “welcome[d]
this important contribution…[which]
provides a clear view on some of the
key questions we need to answer as a
nation.” Ragnheiður Elín noted that
“some landowners and firms are already charging for access to certain
areas, but we have yet to formulate a
comprehensive strategy for Iceland as
a destination.” And so, she says, she

is “delighted that Icelandic tourism
operators should join forces” on such
an “ambitious” report.
So, let’s take a look at a few highlights from this clear-eyed, ambitious
“future vision,” shall we?

That’s what Þingvallavatn has
been missing. Exclusive beach access
and evening entertainment.

Product Iceland

Building on the idea of site development, BCG pushes hard for site managers to develop “value-added services” to help boost their revenues.
“While the card would provide free
entry,” reads the report, “sites would
be able to develop new and engaging
products for which visitors would be
willing to pay extra. Many museums
operate this way,” they explain, with
the entry fee gaining visitors access
to “all standard exhibits” and then
“special temporary exhibits added on,
often with high price tags.”

In the “Product Development” section (the product being Iceland)
the report states that there are two
“key areas” in which Iceland “could
improve its use of existing assets.”
These areas are better management
of “visitor f low” and congestion and
the development of “existing attractions.” At the moment, it seems, Iceland (that is, Icelandic nature) is not
doing enough to hold its viewers’ attention:
“A typical visit to Gullfoss might
consist of a walk down the path from
the car park to the lower viewing areas (20 minutes with photos); a walk
to the higher viewing areas (20 minutes with photos); and a potential
visit to the shop and cafe (0 – 30 minutes)…the average tourist may wish
that there was more opportunity to
engage in activity while admiring the
extraordinary falls.”
It then falls on individual site
managers and owners to concoct
time-killers and added “attractions”
near to these “extraordinary” but
not sufficiently captivating natural
wonders. As an example, the report
points out the success of tourism
managers around the Dead Sea.
“The Dead Sea has a fairly limited
natural offer,” it reads. “The recommended maximum f loating time is
just 10 minutes. Even adding time
to purchase and cover yourself in the
famous Dead Sea mud, the whole experience lasts barely an afternoon.”
But this is where Jordanian tourism
operators have excelled. Not only are
there hotel resorts in the area which
offer “private access to the sea,” but
there are also “a full range of complementary activities, including sports,
spas, food options, and evening entertainment.”

“Special, temporary
exhibits”

Iceland’s gift to the world
These are, of course, only snippets
of a 70-page report. But while BCG
claims that environmental conservation needs to be a primary concern of
any future tourism development and
that “there are risks of growing too
far, too fast,” the overall tone of its
report is one of unabashed, optimistic entrepreneurship. As represented
here, Iceland is poised (again) on the
brink of incredible economic success,
thanks entirely to its fantastic luck
at having so many exploitable natural resources. “The story of Iceland’s
tourism sector is much like that of its
geothermal energy,” reads the conclusion. “Dormant for many years, with
considerable untapped potential, it is
now all fired up and ready to go.”
Ending on a poetic note, the report quotes Gustave Flaubert (“Travel
makes one modest. You see what a
tiny place you occupy in the world”)
and suggests that Iceland is uniquely
situated to “turn a brash tourist into a
humble supplicant to the wonders of
nature.”
“Tourism,” we’re told, “is one of
Iceland’s gifts to the world.”
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Dettifoss, Námaskarð
Hverir and Leirhnjúkur

The Owners
Weigh In
— Ben Smick
The landowners associations that have started
or plan to start charging visitors for access to
natural sites are in various states of scepticism,
disbelief and outrage over the government’s
proposed Nature Pass. Their opinions seem to
boil down to a general mistrust of the government and a fear that money collected by the State
won't actually go into preserving their sites. The
vagueness of the Nature Pass plans, in particular with regard to how exactly the money raised
from the pass will be divided up and allocated
to Iceland's many natural attractions, has landowner associations concerned that the money
will stay close to Reykjavík and be used for other
State projects.

Owner:
Landeigendafélags Reykjahlíðar
ltd. (“Landowners Association of
Reykjahlíð”)

Here’s Where Things
Get Murky

Date to start charging:
June 1, 2014

Iceland Vs. The Landowners
Association of Geysir

Cost:
800 ISK
Opinion on proposed Nature Pass:
“I am TOTALLY against it! I would
be very happy to see it go through
parliament, just because it's out
of the blue. It's unbelievable. It's
a joke. In my 12 years of experience, the further you get from
Reykjavík the less money you get
from the State or funds located in
Reykjavík. We can't wait 50 years
to get money to protect our area in
Reykjahlíð. That’s the key point.
Our main goal is that nature is
preserved, and we can do it much
better at home than anybody in an
office in Reykjavík.”
- Landeigendafélags Reykjahlíðar
Chair Ólafur H. Jónsson.

Kerið
Owner:
Kerfélagið (“The Kerið Association”)

Geysir

Date started charging:
June 2013

Owner:
The State and Landeigendafélagið
Geysir (“Landowners Association
of Geysir”)

Cost:
350 ISK (Note: nobody is there to collect admission during the off-peak season)

Date started charging:
March 15, 2014

Opinion on proposed Nature Pass:
“We are completely against the Nature Pass
because we don’t believe that the government
will really use the money to preserve nature.
For example, the government tax on gasoline is
supposed to go into preserving roads, but only
a small part of that goes to its original purpose.
We think it is best that the maintenance of the
environment be in the hands of individual owners, who could easily band together with their
neighbours to make passes of their own. That
way somebody visiting North Iceland doesn’t
have to pay for Kerið or Gullfoss. Rather than
trying to introduce a nationwide Nature Pass,
the government could start charging at a few
of its most frequented sites, such as Þingvellir.
For instance, if the State charged 600 ISK for
admission to Þingvellir, it would make 400 million ISK a year. The travel industry has never
seen such money. Put 150 million of that into
the park and distribute the rest to other Stateowned sites around Iceland. Then, down the
road when their pass is working, the State could
try to convince private companies, individuals
and local communities to join."
- Kerfélagið Chair Óskar Magnússon

Cost:
600 ISK, 17 & younger get in free
Opinion on proposed Nature Pass:
"We need to raise money to build
up the site so that we can actually
welcome all these guests while
making sure that the area won't
deteriorate. Until there's a real
plan in place for the Nature Pass,
we can't form an opinion on it one
way or another. We can't look into
it until there's something final,
more than just a theory." - Landeigendafélagið Geysir Spokesperson
Garðar Eiríksson

On March 15, The Landowners Association of
Geysir began charging visitors an entrance fee
of 600 ISK. Everyone from tourists to politicians
were immediately outraged over the development. Many lamented that the Iceland experience had changed for the worse, some said the
operation was ill thought-out and poorly executed
and others argued that it was simply illegal due to
the right of public access to the wilderness laws.
To calm everybody down a bit by giving them a
whole lot more to scream about, the Icelandic
State hired the Landslög law firm to sue the Landowners Association of Geysir to stop them from
charging visitors, at least until the government’s
Nature Pass is all figured out.
The State claims that, according to a bill of
sale from 1935, the Icelandic government is the
independent owner of a 23,048 square metre plot
of land within the 176,521 square metre area that
it owns jointly with the Landowners Association.
In fact, as the Geysir Centre website states, an
Icelander called Sigurður Jónasson bought the
Geysir area in 1935 and gave it to the Icelandic
people: “Until 1894 it [Geysir] was part of the
nearby farm Laug. Its occupants sold it then to
James Craig, who later became Minister to North
Ireland. During this period, visitors were charged
an entry fee. After further changes in ownership,
Sigurdur Jonasson bought the thermal field and
gave it as a gift to the people of Iceland.”
As a co-owner of the larger area in question,
the State asserts that The Landowners Association of Geysir doesn't have the right to start charging a fee without its consent, especially since it is
the sole owner of all of the good bits anyway (the
State’s independently-owned plot contains the
geysers: Geysir, Strokkur and Blesi). “According
to Icelandic law, if you own land with others you
must have a meeting with all the owners before
you can decide to implement a fee, which they
haven't done,” explains Ivar Pálsson, the attorney
representing the Ministry of Industry.
The case goes to court on April 3 (the day
this issue goes to the printers). Until a verdict is
reached, The Landowners Association of Geysir
plans to continue charging admission and has
done so with the exception of the day that the
former minister of the interior and current MP
Ögmundur Jónasson announced he would be
showing up and refusing to pay admission, urging the public to join him in protest of what he
says is illegal.

The Nationa l
Museum of
Icel a nd
Along with the permanent exhibition
that features Iceland’s history from
settlement to present day the
museum offers a variety of exhibitions
during the year, e.g. on Icelandic
silver and photography.

www.thjodminjasafn.is
Suðurgata 41 / 101 Reykjavík

19

The Environmentalists
speak
You Shall
Not Pass
Guðmundur Ingi Guðbrandsson is
the managing director of Landvernd,
the Icelandic Environment Association.

Following the rapid growth of tourists in Iceland, signs of
damage to the country’s fragile and vulnerable ecosystem
are starting to show. At the same time, surveys reveal that
nature is our main tourist attraction with more than 80%
of foreign visitors citing it as their main reason for visiting.
Building up infrastructure at popular tourist spots is indeed urgent to combat the increasing pressure of trampling
tourists. However, no holistic scientific analysis has been
conducted to determine the scope of damage control and
build-up needed.
Furthermore, building up infrastructure in some of Iceland’s more isolated and untouched areas would create visual pollution that completely changes the natural experience.
In those areas, restricting access through visitor quotas may
be the only way of protection. Although this is as important as protecting heavily frequented spots, no emphasis has
been put on the matter.
There is, therefore, a real need to move from fragmented
policymaking to a more coherent and holistic approach that
would take the aforementioned points into account.

The Nature Pass Is A Bad Idea
There are several reasons why the government’s proposed
Nature Pass is a bad idea.
Firstly, it contradicts the ancient right of people in Iceland to travel through uncultivated land (as does single site
charging, for that matter). These rights are secured in the
Nature Conservation Law. If areas are under severe stress
due to tourism, for instance, the law allows access to be restricted. This is very important of course, but the restriction
should not discriminate against some people the way the
Nature Pass and single site charging does.
Secondly, and this may be more pertinent to Icelanders
than others, by charging people directly for access to nature,
I fear that people’s relationship with nature may change in
unforeseeable ways. Icelanders’ relationship to nature could
become more business-oriented rather than being based on
love and respect.
Thirdly, if Icelanders have to pay directly for access to
nature, the Nature Pass may lead to a divide between certain
groups of people and tourism itself. Is that what the tourist
sector wants?
Lastly, the Nature Pass requires comprehensive, not to
mention expensive, administrative infrastructure, including marketing and sales and surveillance systems.

So What Can Be Done?
Increasing taxation on tourism needs to be looked into
more, particularly with regard to protecting the main asset
of tourism: nature itself. Landvernd, the Icelandic Environment Association, and four not-for-profit outdoors organisations have suggested that alternatives to the Nature Pass be
developed further before a decision is made on which path
to take. The proposals include a variety of ideas: a moderate entry fee to the country that people pay once a year, an
increase in tax on accommodation, a tax on cruise ships that
dock in Iceland, a moderate tax on rental cars, etc.
None of these alternate ideas deny anyone the right to
access nature. Moreover, some of them are already in place;
a new comprehensive administrative body would not be
needed to implement them.
In the end, though, nothing—not even the Nature
Pass—will stop individual landowners from charging for
single site access. Other means of stopping that are therefore necessary.

Less Is More
The Nature Pass is not in line
with sustainable tourism

Árni Finnsson has been chair of the
Iceland Nature Conservation Association for the last 16 years.

Following the economic collapse in October 2008, the tourism
industry became the fastest growing sector of Iceland’s economy. Today, it is the biggest breadwinner, earning more foreign
currency than any other sector.
The problem, however, is that the industry is growing too
fast to keep within the parameters of sustainable development.
Whereas the relative success of Icelandic fisheries management is based on decades’ worth of data and research into the
management of ocean resources, tourism has grown without
much research-based management and it’s not clear how many
visitors Icelandic nature can sustain. Given the dire straits of
Iceland’s post-crash economy, the only way to finance the necessary investments in research, national parks and responsible
management of the industry is to find new ways of financing
and the obvious target is the tourist.

All you need
in one place

Targeting High
Revenue Visitors
In the fall of 2012, McKinsey and Company published a report
called ‘Charting a Growth Path for Iceland,’ which advised that
Iceland’s three resource-based sectors—marine, energy and
tourism—focus on increasing value while keeping volume
down. Much as it advised the energy sector not to keep prices
too low as producing more energy won’t help unless value increases significantly, it recommended that the tourism sector
focus on “targeting more high revenue visitors.”
It’s a no-brainer that too many tourists overcrowding popular nature spots will ultimately damage or destroy the very
resource on which tourism is based. And while most people
agree that tourists and Icelanders alike should pay for its upkeep, the big question is: how? Arguably, a flat tax on all visitors, either upon arrival or departure, would be the simplest
solution. It would also meet McKinsey’s recommendation of
targeting high revenue visitors, while limiting the volume of
tourists.
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An Anathema To VolumeDriven Business
This approach, though, is an anathema to airlines whose business models are based on increasing volume. It’s not surprising then that a consortium of companies including Icelandair,
Europcar and Isavia commissioned a report from the Boston
Consulting Group which advocated for the Nature Pass. In line
with recommendations by the BCG, Minister of Industry and
Commerce Ragnheiður Elín Árnadóttir, who wrote a foreword
to the report, has strongly advocated the Nature Pass as the
best solution.
While foreigners may accept a fee for accessing valuable
nature areas, Icelanders will not unless a clear case is made
for nature conservation. Unfortunately, the aforementioned
Ragnheiður and Prime Minister Sigmundur Davíð, who also
wrote a foreword to the report, have not come across as very
convincing nature conservationists. The Minister of Industry bent over backwards last summer in order to prevent the
protection of the Þjórsárver wetlands. Meanwhile, the newly
elected Prime Minister didn’t waste any time to mock NGOs
for their critical comments on the Master Plan for Hydro and
Geothermal Resources.
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Another Gold Rush
In The Making
The government seems quite unwilling to acknowledge that
Iceland must limit the number of tourists in order to prevent
permanent damage to heavily exploited areas such as Landmannalaugar and Herðubreiðalindir. The Nature Pass is about
keeping up the numbers game, as it was put in the McKinsey
report. Ultimately, this policy risks destroying Iceland’s nature, which is the basis for the tourism industry. So why not
go with a flat tax on airfare if as much money can be raised to
strengthen the infrastructure at a lesser cost to the industry
and environment?
Part of the answer, I fear, is ideologically motivated. This
government is opposed to the central management of resources, and to calling for a clear policy on how to manage protected
natural sites. Worse still, the Nature Pass heralds a new era for
landowners and small municipalities, allowing them to charge
fees for access to sites they either claim ownership of or the
right to manage. In the spirit of the Klondike Gold Rush, it’s
already started at Geysir (although it is probably illegal). And
let’s not forget, we have been there before.

Gallery Restaurant has been known in Iceland
for great dining and wining for decades.
European cuisine with Icelandic ingredients.

Spring Menu
Starters

Smoked beef tartar and chicken liver “parfait”
with pickled beet root and radish
or
Scallops, dried Parma ham, olive caramel and eggplant cream
Main courses

Salted cod with garlic “purée”, Cherrie tomatoes,
basil and garlic foam
or
Slow cooked milk veal and fennel “royal”,
roasted pear and spiced veal juice
Desserts

Dried chocolate mousse, coconut crumbles
with chocolate and raspberry sorbet
or
Skyr and blue berries - Jelly, macaroon, ice cream and granite
6.650.Tuesday - Saturday
open 12 - 2pm and 6 - 10:30pm
closed Sundays and Mondays

Gallery Restaurant - Hótel Holt
Bergstaðastræti 37, 101 Reykjavík
www.holt.is - gallery holt.is

Film

Trip to Skagaströndprovided by Strætó.
More info to book ride to Skagaströnd at www.bus.is or call +354-5402700.
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Where You Dream More Than You Sleep
The Weight of Mountains film festival in Skagaströnd
with a children's film screening, and it seems little
bundles of heavy coats and scarves are rushing in
from all over town to enjoy it. "The kids are kind
of the heart of this place," Melody tells me, "we
had to put something on for them." And with the
nearest cinema located two and a half hour's drive
away in Akureyri, the screening isn't an opportunity anyone is going to miss.
After the children's screening, the rest of the
town begins arriving for the premiere of the Nes
films. Compared to the funky art installations and
interpretive dance pieces Nes is renowned for,
Melody tells me that TWOM has gotten a lot more
publicity within the Icelandic community, as she
thinks film is a bit more widely accessible. Guests
gather in the lobby pass for a few minutes and get
a chance to buy some popcorn and a soda before
Melody welcomes the crowd with a short speech
and the lights turn down for the first full film to
begin. Although the films are all works in progress,
something it seemed everyone at Nes couldn't
stress enough, I would never have known it just
from watching them.
The films range in variety, from the serious and
heartfelt to the comedic and outrageous. For instance, one film depicts life within Skagaströnd's
tiny teenager community, which involves fishtailing cars on long stretches of ice. Another expresses the reality of everyday life among the wonders
of the awe-inducing Icelandic environment, which
is beautifully described as a life where you dream
more than you sleep.
The last film finishes with a rush of hooting
and applause. Melody takes to the podium again
thanking the town and calling the filmmakers up
to the stage where they're each given a true artists' reward for their hard work, a bottle of wine
and a standing ovation. The night is far from over
though, as we pack into a side room to mingle and
prepare for the night of celebration and debauchery that follows.

TWOM

The Weight of Mountains Film Festival
February 21-23

Skagaströnd

Words by
Ben Smick

Nestled between the east coast of Húnaflói Bay and the ominous three-peaked Spákonufell mountain sits a
small fishing village called Skagaströnd. On the edge of town, the tiny Bjarmanes Café rests perched above the
sea. The café, which is open only one night each month during the winter, is warm with plush sofas and armchairs. The room is abuzz with clinking wine glasses, clattering beer bottles and so much excitement that the
wind groaning against the windows is completely drowned out. All the noise dies down to a murmur, however,
The Future Of Desert Typewriters
as the lights dim and a projector flashes to life. The Weight of Mountains film festival has begun.
The Weight of Mountains (TWOM) film development and festival programme is a new opportunity in the world of filmmaking. Organised through
the Nes Artist Residency, Skagaströnd's claim to
artistic fame, 10 international artists spent three
months in North Iceland working on films that
examine the relationship between Skagaströnd’s
harsh environment and the people who live there.
As TWOM curators Melody Woodnut and Tim
Marshall explain in their adorable Australian accents, projects within the filmmaking sphere tend
to be large complex productions involving the
coordination of many artists due to the immense
amount of work that goes into making a polished
film. TWOM, however, provides filmmakers with
the chance to work on a completely solo film,
which allows the programme's artists to explore
the bounds of their own imagination without the
creative limitations of working with a group.
The first night of screenings in Café Bjarmanes
are ten short films by Emily McAllan, another Nesartist Australian who participated in TWOM. The
short films are video letters, two to four minute

"And with the nearest cinema
located two and a half hour's
drive away in Akureyri, the
screening isn't an opportunity
anyone is going to miss."
pieces dedicated to sponsors who donated money
so that she could attend the programme. The letters give a glimpse into the filmmakers' lives during
their stay in Skagaströnd, the many quirky trials,
fleeting disappointments and daily triumphs they
experienced. The short films depict everything
from arriving in town on the bus which, in keeping with true Icelandic style, is actually just a station wagon with an S sticker on the dashboard, to
playing with the local children around New Year's
bonfires.
Emily's letters are a heartfelt and sincere access point into understanding the TWOM community, and as far as artsy Icelandic communities get,
Skagaströnd is as vibrant as they come. After a few
rounds of beer, cheating with Skagaströnd's mayor

during the night's pub quiz (don’t worry, we lost
anyways), and having several of the town's many
inside jokes explained to me ("Who the fuck is
Laura?!?" Answer: Skagaströnd's very own John
Galt), I’m so wired up for the screenings to start
the next day that I don't even feel the walls of wind
trying to knock me over as I leave the café.

Film For All
I arrive to an empty Nes studio the following
morning, as the filmmakers are sleeping in after
several frenzied late night hours of adding the
final touches to their films. The studio is a large
building overlooking the wind-whipped ocean,
crammed with second hand furniture, design
books, and funky art contraptions like a coffinlooking box lined with fuzz which I'm told should
properly be referred to as a "Nest-box."
As the afternoon begins to pick up, I make my
way over to the Fellsborg building, a community
space with a small performance hall and adjacent
reception area. TWOM festival is warming up

The following day, while waiting for the "bus" that
would take me back to Reykjavík, I sit nursing a vicious hangover in the local gas station/restaurant,
which thankfully remains open on Sundays. I think
back to the weekend in Skagaströnd, climbing up
the snowy embankments on the seaside cliffs for
Morgan's QR code scavenger hunt, gorging myself
on cake and popcorn after the film screening, and
inspecting the wind buffeted Icelandic horses just
out the window while I sipped warm tea indoors.
Although my time with TWOM has finished, for
Tim and Melody there's a lot more to come. Melody tells me that TWOM programme will continue
in 2015 in an equally isolated village in the Moroccan desert. She explained to me that it's going to
be difficult to pull off the programme logistically
since the town doesn't have access to electricity.
Laughing, Melody goes on saying that she was
toying with the thought of hauling out a bunch of
typewriters into the desert and having the next
group of filmmakers focus on screenwriting. After a weekend of witnessing first-hand how funky,
determined and inventive the people at Nes are, I
wouldn't put it past them for a second.

THE NUMBER 1 MUSIC STORE

IN EUROPE ACCORDING TO

LONELY PLANET
SKÓLAVÖRÐUSTÍG 15, 101 REYKJAVÍK AND HARPA CONCERT HALL
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Put Yourself Into A Horse
Benedikt Erlingsson’s Hross Í
Oss (“Of Horses And Men”)

Amazing
6 course menu

A unique Icelandic Feast
REVIEW
Starts with a shot of the Icelandic
national spirit “Brennivín“
Arctic char
with cucumber andcoriander
Smoked puffin
with yuzu mayo
Minke whale
with celeriac purée
Reindeer burger
with portobello mushroom
Icelandic free range lamb fillet
with cinnamon potato

Still from 'Of Horses and Men'

And to end on a high note ....
“Skyr“ panna cotta with white chocolate
and raspberry sorbet

Words
Sindri Eldon

“Despite its generally
morbid subject matter,
there is a veneer of bleak
humour to it all, delivered
with a distinctly Central
European drab, club-like
simplicity.”
Rather than try to anthropomorphise the horses in any sentimental
way, the humans are instead animalised, as if their physical closeness
to and dependence upon nature has
brought them closer to it, in both form
and function; an admittedly simplistic
theme, I suppose, but certainly not objectionably so. The confrontational perniciousness of human nature and motivation is unflinchingly contrasted with
the valley’s horses and their... well, their
horse-ness. I mean, they’re horses.
They’re just going to do horse things.
But the film pays careful attention to
them, too, attempting (sometimes successfully, sometimes not) to turn the
horses’ passive nature into a tangible
thing, an element that is as much a part
of Erlingsson’s mise-en-scène as any
camera frame or angle.

*You’ll notice that I’m refraining from
using the English translation of the title,
as it is awful, and whoever thought of it
should have their head examined (or just
hire a translator the next time—my rates
are very reasonable).
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Our kitchen is open
17.00–23.00 sun.–thu.
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Furthermore, every major character
relates far better to the film’s horses
than to each other. The horses are
where they deposit their emotional burdens, inadvertently exposing the true
natures and personalities of the people
around them, and bearing mute witness
to every character study as the humans
show their best and worst sides. They
quarrel, celebrate, fail, succeed and die
as the horses and the camera watches
impassively.
Despite its generally morbid subject matter, there is a veneer of bleak
humour to it all, delivered with a distinctly Central European drab, clublike simplicity. There is a total absence
of tearjerker performances, soulwrenching denouements or melodrama of any kind in Hross Í Oss, and it is
one of the film’s foremost strengths, in
my opinion. Tales are told with carefully cast faces, written into Ingvar Sigurðsson’s awkward sensitivity, Charlotte Bøving’s gently lusting eyes and
Halldóra Geirharðsdóttir’s stern disapproval. The film’s few conversations
are tersely banal, while veteran cinematographer Bergsteinn Björgúlfsson’s ever-excellent work similarly
emphasizes the negative spaces of
Iceland’s wilderness rather than masturbating any obvious landmarks.
The film is occasionally marred by
an overzealous need to force-feed us
with its message of how ‘we’re all really
animals,’ and ‘how do we look through
a horse’s eyes?’ Gratuitous close-ups
literally show the horses’ eyes reflecting
the world around them, and the mating
rituals of horses and humans alike are
closely intertwined in Hross Í Oss’s sole
central storyline, to the point where the
overt symbolism and parallels began to
annoy me slightly.
Nevertheless, Hross Í Oss is a competently and confidently put-together
little film, a minor triumph whose
strengths are as silent and hidden as
that of its cast of characters, both two
and four-legged. It is bold, unassuming, honest and occasionally horrifying,
but never delivering more nor less than
what it promises: a simple film about
simple folk and their horses.
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For all of Iceland’s cinematic history, a
tendency has prevailed to portray rural
Iceland as a base and hateful place, inhabited by a crude, simple folk of few
words and many vices, a place whose
stark natural beauty is tempered only
by the ugly depression endemic to its
populace. While I can’t exactly disagree
with the factual accuracy of this assessment, it sure as hell becomes a
tired cinematic trope the eightieth time
or so that you sit through two hours of
it. So imagine my surprise when Hross
Í Oss* bravely attempts to mount this
severely beaten and thoroughly dead
horse, and actually succeeds in making
the carcass seem fresh.
‘Carcass’ is a word I would, in fact,
closely associate with Hross Í Oss. We
see a few of them in it, and never is one
of them shown with quite enough dignity to refer to it as a ‘body.’ The film is,
essentially, a series of short, sharp vignettes, each one focussing on one or
more resident of an unnamed Icelandic valley, and each one involving one
or more horses. Said vignettes usually
end in gruesome injury and/or death,
alternately human and equine, all of
it senseless and caused by stupidity,
pride and negligence.

sushisamba
Þingholtsstræti 5 ( 101 Reykjavík
Tel 568 6600 ( sushisamba.is

Step into
the Viking Age
Experience Viking-Age Reykjavík at the
new Settlement Exhibition. The focus of the
exhibition is an excavated longhouse site which
dates from the 10th century ad. It includes
relics of human habitation from about 871, the
oldest such site found in Iceland.

Multimedia techniques bring Reykjavík’s
past to life, providing visitors with insights
into how people lived in the Viking Age, and
what the Reykjavík environment looked like
to the first settlers.

The exhibition and
museum shop are open
daily 10–17
Aðalstræti 16
101 Reykjavík / Iceland
Phone +(354) 411 6370
www.reykjavikmuseum.is
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My bubba’s album ‘Goes Abroader’ comes out April 28. The band
will be in Iceland for a mid-May for a mini-album release tour.
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“It Doesn’t Have To Be
Warm To Be Exotic”

Words
Jonathan Pattishall

Borgartún 1 • www.thetincanfactory.eu

Learn Icelandic
New classes every month
Morgunnámskeið
Morning classes
4 vikur / 4 weeks
mán. til fim.
Mon. to Thu.
9:30–12:15

Kvöldnámskeið
Evening classes
6 vikur / 6 weeks
mán. þri. fim.
Mon. Tue. Thu.
17:30–19:55

28.04.–22.05.
02.06.–26.06

28.04.–05.06.
16.06.–24.07

Öll stig/All levels

Öll stig/All levels

Kvöldnámskeið
Evening classes
6 vikur / 6 weeks
mán. þri. fim.
Mon. Tue. Thu.
20:00–22:15

28.04.–05.06.
16.06.–24.07

Enska
Spænska
Ítalska
fyrir börn og
fullorðna
sjá heimasíðu
thetincanfactory.eu

Stig / Level 1, 2, 3

BOOK NOW / TEL. 551 7700
info@thetincanfactory.eu
talk • read • cook • listen field-work • food & fun

The songs on My bubba’s new album, ‘Goes Abroader,’ were written during the long,
dark nights of a Scandinavian winter. Guðbjörg Tómasdóttir (‘Bubba’) was in her native
Iceland; My Larsdotter Lucas (‘My’) who hails from Sweden, was camped out in Denmark. The duo missed their adventures together, so they put pen to paper and finger to
fretboard to transport themselves to new destinations. But contrary to what you might
expect, these voyages weren’t always of the sunny, tropical variety.
“I’ll crawl through seaweed to knock on
your door / Walk bare feet on broken
clamshells, mile after mile,” My sings
at the beginning of “Island,” the first
single from the album to be released
in Iceland. She continues: “It’s cold and
windy at the seaside, yet here I am.”
“The song is about going through
hard times to say that you’re sorry,”
Bubba explains over the phone, not
bothering to sugar-coat the sombreness of the material. But how does this
inclement trial of love square with the
bright guitar and exotic sounds on the
track? “I never imagined the island on
‘Island’ as a warm, sunny place,” My answers. “It was just an exotic place, like
Iceland is. It doesn’t have to be warm to
be exotic.”

Written Cold, Recorded Hot
Bubba and My began playing their
lo-fi, vocal-oriented folk tunes after a
chance encounter in Copenhagen five
years ago. “We independently write
music and words, and then somehow,
when we meet, there’s a song,” My says
of their collaborative relationship. The
new album came about in much the
same haphazard way. “At some point
we realised we had a couple of exotic
songs and we thought it was something
to keep working on.”
According to My, the sounds on the
album, often tinged with Caribbean, African and Hawaiian flavours, are more a
product of intuition than technical striving. Bubba compares their approach
to that of French artist Henri Rousseau, who painted distinctive jungle
landscapes on the basis of pictures he
found in books and museums, rather
than on first-hand experiences. “It’s like

taking an imaginary journey through
something that’s half real,” Bubba says.
Despite the songs’ cold-weather provenance, the album was recorded in
Seahorse Sound Studios and House of
Blues Studios, both in sunny southern
California. The duo worked with Noah
Georgeson, who previously produced
albums for Joanna Newsom and Devendra Banhart, and who developed
a layered sound for My bubba. “It was
great working with Noah when finishing the songs, adding layers and taking it all further arrangement-wise,”
My admits. Nowhere is this advantage
more apparent than on “Poem Found In
The Pocket Of An Amazon.” “Lips sink
down to endless sips in the waterfall /
In the river tall / Warmer than the sun
hidden by the green,” My sings, as the
bass line is wrapped in a humid sonic
fuzz that sounds every bit like the approach of a tropical thunderstorm.

"It’s cold and windy at the
seaside, yet here I am."
Still, production quality aside, it’s
the play of voices that gives the album
its soul. Bubba’s vocals are richer, My’s
dreamier — yet both are simultaneously disarming and seductive, delicate and sensual. This isn’t something
most listeners would expect from folk
music, with its reputation for acoustic
innocence. But then again, neither is
a cover of Peaches’ raunchy feminist
number, “Fuck The Pain Away,” which
My bubba has been known to trot out
at concerts. “We enjoy playing around
with contrasts, surprising people,” My
says. Almost as surprising as hearing
these two voices recite Peaches’ ex-

plicit lyrics is the subdued cover version
of Marvin Gaye’s “Sexual Healing” that
closes out ‘Goes Abroader.’ “‘Sexual
Healing’ is just a really true song,” says
Bubba, justifiably unapologetic about
the choice of material. “There’s always
a reason to sing that one.”

Home And Abroad
My was in between visits to Civil War
battlefields and antebellum plantation
houses in Richmond, Virginia, when
she phoned into the interview. It was
an appropriate location: even though
calypso and other Afro-Caribbean and
African sounds predominate on My
bubba’s new album, Southern influences also play a prominent role. The
sequential tracks “Knitting” and “Wild
& You,” two of the best songs on ‘Goes
Abroader,’ provide neat examples of
this. “Knitting” is a terse a cappella interlude with a suicidal twist, and might
be the world’s first instance of Southern Gothic Twee. “Wild & You” is a
much more straightforward track with
an irresistible country shuffle that lends
itself well to string picking and guitar
sliding — not to mention dancing.
My bubba will be in Iceland for a
small album-release tour in mid-May.
When asked about which city offers
better nightlife, Reykjavík or Copenhagen, Bubba thinks it over quickly. “In
Iceland, you go out so late,” she says.
“So you could start in Copenhagen
and then fly to Reykjavík, so you have
the best of both cities.” It’s the liberal
outlook of a far-roving mind. As My
Bubba’s new album shows, the band’s
music is much the same.
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Go to http://tinyurl.com/papjzyq to listen to these songs!

Spring Bangers
Five songs to celebrate the coming of spring

LEARN ICELANDICAT MÍMIR

Courses start April 7th

Nanna Dís

Words
Óli Dóri and Davíð Roach

Since our winters are very long and dark (with seasonal affective disorder being a national epidemic), the coming of spring
is something the whole nation looks forward to every year. Although we don’t really have a spring break tradition, we have a
lot of songs that celebrate the season, both in spirit and content. Here are five of those.

1

Lóan er komin by Grísalappalísa

Ever since the 19th century poet Páll
Ólafsson wrote a poem about it, the plover
(‘lóan’) has been forever linked to spring and it’s
an accepted fact in Iceland that as soon as this
particular bird has been sighted, spring is upon
us. This Grísalappalísa song takes its name (‘The plover has arrived’) from said
poem and it arrived last spring to kick-start the band’s career with a bang. This
is energetic post-punk at its giddiest and most playful, and it makes you want to
new-wave dance the winter away.

2

Vorvísa by Hallbjörg Bjarnadóttir

Recorded in 1955, “Vorvísa” (“Spring Verse”) was written by Hallbjörg
Bjarnadóttir, the first Icelandic woman to sing jazz and a renowned international
entertainer at the time. The bright jazzy piano chords flow like newly defrosted rivers and her super throaty low register voice is like a force of nature waking from
hibernation. The plover also makes an appearance.

3

Registration: tel: 580 1800
or at www.mimir.is
Morning and evening classes
Register now

Learning Icelandic at Mímir
U At Mímir everyone is welcome and the atmosphere is relaxed.
U Courses are based on the curriculum of Icelandic as a second language
published by The Ministry of Education, Science and Culture.
U Solid training in comprehension, listening, reading, writing and speaking.
U Variety of courses, diverse teaching material and fun teaching methods.

Course fee for those with a legal domicile in Iceland
U 60 class hours 38.500 IKR.
U 30 class hours 21.500 IKR.
Unions refund a part of the course fee.
Zwiazki zawodowe zwracaja czesc oplaty za kurs.
Mímir-símenntun U Ofanleiti 2 UÊ103 Reykjavík UÊSími / Tel. 580 1800 U www.mimir.is

THE HALLGRIMSKIRKJA FRIENDS OF THE ARTS SOCIETY 32ND SEASON

Reykjavíkurnætur by Megas

Somewhere between Bob Dylan and
Serge Gainsbourg, Megas is a strange beast indeed. He is a socially conscious king of sleaze,
adored by the usually politically correct intellectual left. His song “Reykjavíkurnætur” (“Reykjavík
Nights”) is a decadent ode to sunny Reykjavík nights, and the lyrics take you on
a tour through some of the city’s best-known slacker and lowlife hangouts during
the time he was growing up.

4

Vor í Vaglaskógi by Hljómsveit Ingimars Eydal

“Vor í Vaglaskógi” (“Spring in Vaglaskógur Forest”) was recorded in 1966
by Hljómsveit Ingimars Eydal. The legendary radio host Jónas Jónasson wrote the
song with lyrics from the poet Kristján frá Djúpalæk about a spring night shared
by two lovers in Vaglaskógur forest in the Northeast Iceland. The vocals on the recording are none other than Vilhjálmur Vilhjálmsson, one of Iceland’s most adored
singers of all time. Icelandic sleaze rockers Kaleo’s cover of the song was a hit last
year, but please don’t play that version. It lacks the original’s bouncy riff and its
ever-so-catchy hook.

5

HALLGRÍMUR PÉTURSSON
400 YEARS ANNIVERSARY
EASTER CONCERT WITH CHOIR AND ORGAN
EASTER MONDAY APRIL 21ST 2014 AT 8 PM

Advent In Ives Garden by Sin Fang

“Advent In Ives Garden” is Sin Fang’s debut single from 2008. Beautifully glitched electro pop, it is best
enjoyed walking outside at the early stages of spring with
your iPod volume pumped up.

Bonus

Crossfade by GusGus

So far, this spring’s biggest hit has to be GusGus’s new
single “Crossfade,” which dropped just this week. It awed us when the band premiered it at the Sónar festival over a year ago and now it’s finally here. The thumping rhythm is both dubby and robotic and Daníel Ágúst’s verses have a sensual
swagger that’s uniquely his own. But it’s the glorious chorus, where Högni and
Daníel trade lines that fade into each other, that lifts it from the dance floor and into
the psyche. It is soaked in dance music/DJ Culture nostalgia that make us long for
the raves we were too young to have experienced: “Do you remember the days/
When we started to crossfade.”
Finally, to further celebrate spring, we are throwing a concert at KEX Hostel on May
3. The amazing Montreal-based band Phédre, which released our favourite song of
2012, “In Decay,” is coming to play a show at the Gym & Tonic venue at KEX. Supported by their friend Ken Park and an Icelandic artist, the ticket price is only 1,000
ISK. Come and celebrate with us!

RÓBERT A. OTTÓSSON: THREE SACRED HYMNS
BENJAMIN BRITTEN: REJOICE IN THE LAMB
HREIÐAR INGI ÞORSTEINSSON: HALLGRÍMUR PÉTURSSON EASTER CANTATA PREMIERE
PREMIERE OF A NEW CANTATA FOR CHOIR AND ORGAN WRITTEN SPECIALLY ON THIS OCCASION BY
ONE OF ICELAND'S MOST PROMISING YOUNG CHOIR COMPOSERS HREIÐAR INGI ÞORSTEINSSON
AND THE WELL KNOWN CANTATA FOR CHOIR AND ORGAN BY BENJAMIN BRITTEN.

PERFORMERS:
SCHOLA CANTORUM CHAMBER CHOIR OF HALLGRIMSKIRKJA
BJÖRN STEINAR SÓLBERGSSON ORGANIST OF HALLGRIMSKIRKJA
HREIÐAR INGI ÞORSTEINSSON GUEST CONDUCTOR

ADMISSION 3000 ISK.
TICKET SALE AT HALLGRIMSKIRKJA
TEL 510 1000 OPEN DAILY 9AM-5PM - MIDI.IS

The Reykjavík Grapevine

When: February 6 and runs until April 30.
Where: Sibelius Museum in Turku, Finland
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Icelandic Rock And Roll
In The Land Of Lordi

Matti Komulainen

Words by
Valur Gunnarsson

A little bit like Liverpool in the ‘60s, Reykjavík is a small coastal town that managed
to turn local music into a major export, putting a previously distant outpost firmly on
the musical map. Finnish journalist Matti Komulainen has kept an eye on things since
the ‘80s when it all began and has put together the first exhibition of Icelandic music
abroad at the prestigious Sibelius Museum in Turku, Finland. The exhibit includes old vinyl records and fridge magnets, scores from classical composers and photos of current
bands, as well as performances and screenings of music related films. We paid a visit to
the exhibit and grabbed Matti for a chat.

SPUNTINI
RISOTTO
PASTA
CLASSICS
DESSERTS
The kitchen is open until
midnight on weekends
17:00 – 23:00 sun. – thu.

UNO at Ingólfstorg | Tel. 561 1313 | www.uno.is

So how did you first get involved
with Icelandic music?
The first band I knew to be Icelandic
was The Sugarcubes back in the late
‘80s. ‘Life's Too Good’ and ‘Here Today Tomorrow Next Week’ were popular albums in Finland in those days.
I must also have heard Mezzoforte's
“Garden Party” very early, but I didn't
know they were Icelanders until later.
Before starting to work as a journalist, I used to DJ and was involved
with the Turku city festival which
brought over acts like Sveinbjörn
Beinteinsson [poet and formed head
of the pagan society] and Unun.

“Today Iceland is in the
middle of everything
instead of being a remote
rock far from civilization
in the northern Atlantic.”
What are the most famous Icelandic bands in Finland?
It depends on whom you ask. If you
poll people at a shopping mall or
street corner, everybody will know
Björk. Sigur Rós is recognised as
is perhaps Emilíana Torrini. For the
heavier taste, Sólstafir is the biggest
name and Skálmöld and Vintage
Caravan are quite famous as well.
Hjálmar has been here a few times
and recorded with Jimi Tenor, so

they also have a niche audience. Of
course múm must be mentioned and
not only due to the Finnish connection. Serious music lovers also know
HAM, Hjaltalín, Ólafur Arnalds and
Of Monsters and Men.
What are the differences and similarities between Icelandic and
Finnish music and between Iceland
and Finland in general?
I'd say the most stunning similarity lies in the evolution of popular
culture, as I noted in my and Petri
Leppänen’s book ‘The Sun of the
Underground Rose in the West’ and
in the TV-documentary ‘Ruisrock
1970–2010.’ Both countries have felt
the pros and cons of being a small
Nordic country with a strange and
distinct language. A main difference
is how well Icelanders have used
their former position as a military
base for British and American forces
to push their culture all over via these
connections. It’s also impressive how
Icelanders have been able to turn the
picture of isolation upside down: today Iceland is in the middle of everything instead of being a remote rock
far from civilization in the northern
Atlantic.
Tell us a little bit about what’s on
display at the exhibit and where you
found this stuff.
Most of the items and albums are
from my own collection that I've ac-

cumulated through the years. Margrét Halldórsdóttir and Kari Sammo,
music enthusiasts living in Finland,
also loaned material, everything
from vintage vinyl albums by Bubbi
to a fridge magnet with a picture of
Megas and Halldór Laxness. Juho
Koli shared selected pieces from
his vast collection of Sólstafir music
and other memorabilia like Icelandic
volcanic ash and hand-tuned LegoSólstafir.
You will also be screening films,
which films did you pick and why?
We'll have six to seven films, music
documentaries like ‘Rokk í Reykjavík,’ ‘Backyard’ and ‘Everything
Everywhere All the Time’ plus the
connected concert film ‘The Whale
Watching Tour.’ In addition, we're
screening feature films with interesting soundtracks, for example ‘Of
Horses and Men.’ They give some
idea of how Icelandic popular music
has made it from the underground
to worldwide culture, and how it's
connected to many other art forms.
Some of these I’ve known from the
past and some I was lucky to see
during your wonderful RIFF [Reykjavík International Film Festival] last
autumn. A tradition of storytelling
lives today in music and movies and I
see that as a continuation of ancient
oral tradition, the Sagas and Eddas.
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Album Reviews
Adda
My Brain EP
2014
www.facebook.com/adda.ingolfs

What folk is all about
Words
Bob Cluness
‘My Brain,’ the crowdsourced
debut EP from singer/
songwriter
Adda
(AKA
Arnþrúður Ingólfsdóttir), is a wonderfully
austere, haunting body of folk songs.
Playing fingerpicked acoustic guitar,
Adda sings a lot about her turbulent mind
(referring to her brain as a third person
entity), as if she were in a passionate
relationship with a partner. With all the
highs and lows it entails, the intensity
and emotional gravity of such feelings
reverberate in Adda’s voice (with
accompaniment from her sister Sunna).
The rising, sustained two-note harmonies
on “Taking Off,” for example, set your arm
hairs on edge.
Adda has in the past referred to
Joni Mitchell as a big influence and
Jewel songs such as “Pieces Of You”
and “Little Sister” could sit perfectly well
alongside this EP. But while those artists
have a shiny Americana gloss to them,
‘My Brain’ has a much stronger, rustic
folk dynamic, as if it’s been opened up
to the changeable elements of Northern
European climes. “Waking Up,” with the
reedy flute accompaniment of Georgia
Browne, is a dew-laden, pastoral sunrise

of a song while “I Will Not Forget,” a
survivor’s letter of thanks to family and
friends, is definitely the best track on the
EP. The undulating meter of the guitar
accompanied by waves of long drawn
cello drones that drift in and out of focus
have a mesmeric spectral quality, all
windswept cliffs and remote peninsulas.
If there’s one duff moment in ‘My Brain,’
then it’s “Queer Sweetheart” with its
finger-clicking jazz-blues melody, which
alas does not do anything for me. But
even here, decidedly acidic witty lines
such as “You might even catch me with a
queer porn flick/But don’t tell my country
about it though/Cos there I’m a radical
feminist oh-oh/And they don’t watch any
kind of porn,” made me spit my morning
tea out, going “Damn! You went there!”
‘My Brain’ is an accomplished
debut EP that’s highly intimate, even
confessional, but never comes across
as self-obsessed. There is a quiet
determination that resides at the centre
of the music. The production also shows
that when it comes to creating an impact
with her song writing, she definitely gets
what folk is all about.

MADE IN ICELAND www.jswatch.com
With his legendary concentration and 45 years of experience our Master
Watchmaker ensures that we take our waterproofing rather seriously.
Gilbert O. Gudjonsson, our Master Watchmaker and renowned craftsman,
inspects every single timepiece before it leaves our workshop.

Atónal Blús
Höfuðsynd
2014
www.facebook.com/AtonalBlus

Rock infused with some
interesting ideas.
Words
Bob Cluness
It should be noted that when
you first play ‘Höfuðsynd,’
the debut album from new
band Atónal Blús, you quickly realise
that despite the cool name, that they’re
not really Arnold Schoenberg does John
Lee Hooker. But that’s not to dispute that
there’s some avant-garde tinkering at play
here. The opening track, “Atónal Blús,” is
a murky, buzzing, discoloured breakdown
of a song that comes closest to the atonal
aesthetic implied of the band’s name.
From there it settles down into a
spot-welded blend of heaving psychinflected rock and interesting rhythmic
patterns that could be seen as a little bit
(whisper it) “proggy.” The rhythm workings
shouldn’t come as a surprise. The band’s
main instigator, Gestur Guðnason, was
a member of Icelandic Balkan beats
band Stórsveit Nix Noltes, and a track
like “Balkan Boogie” is pretty much a
fuzzed up variation on the SNN template,
although it’s definitely more subtly

employed on tracks such as “Oxygen
Kills.” The rock components themselves
are manfully done although fairly standard
in their structure and occasionally border
on cliché (freight train sounds made with
the harmonica and acoustic jams with
bongos).
All in all, ‘Höfuðsynd’ is a rather
enjoyable listen. The drums/bass
partnership have been brought right to
the front of the mix, giving what could
have been an average rock song like
“Sexy Slave” some overloading, thumping
menace (Jesus, those floor toms!). There
are also several moments, such as when
the vocals, harmonica and lead guitar
combine on “Lítið ljón,” where there’s a
looseness that borders on the unstable,
giving it a definite edge in comparison
to the stiff, crushing orthodoxy of much
of Iceland’s lauded “real rock” music.
Definitely worth a spin for rock heads
looking for a little more danger in their
music.

This is Solla Eiriksdottir, the winner
of Best Gourmet Raw Chef and Best
Simple Raw Chef in the 2011 and
2012 “Best of Raw” Awards. Come and try out one
of her great dishes at her restaurant Gló.

Reykjavík · Engjateigur 19 and Laugavegur 20b · Hafnarfjörður · Strandgata 34 · www.glo.is
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One Man’s Cave
Inside Grotta Zine, art lives in
Frosti Gnarr’s world

Make
it’s Eld sure
ing!

Call us on +354 519 5000
or visit www.elding.is

ELDING
WHALE WATCHING
from Reykjavik

Elding Whale Watching schedule – all year round
EL-01 / EL-02 / EL-03

Jan-Feb

Mar
9:00

13:00

13:00

Apr
9:00

May
9:00

Jun
9:00
10:00
13:00 13:00 13:00
14:00
17:00* 17:00
20:30**

Jul
9:00
10:00
13:00
14:00
17:00
20:30

Aug
Sep
Oct Nov-Dec
9:00 9:00 9:00
10:00
13:00
13:00 13:00 13:00
14:00
17:00 17:00*

* From 15 May to 15 September
** From 15 June to 31 July

Nanna Dís

Words by
Alex Baumhardt

Everyone should have a place to exist outside of his or her own mind, which is probably
why some people have kids, some write books, some make music and 28-year-old Frosti
Gnarr created Grotta (“Cave”) Zine. He publishes the 30-something-page zine under the
guise of ‘A forum for Icelandic artists,’ but each issue is sent out into the world as, first
and foremost, the tangible manifestation of what goes on in his head when he sees art.

Northern Lights Cruise
Daily at 21:00 from 16 October to 14 March
Daily at 22:00 from 15 March - 15 April

www.elding.is

HOW DO YOU SAY

DELICIOUS
IN ICELANDIC?

Frosti runs the zine with resources from
Frosti Gnarr Studio, his design/creative
studio, and calls it “a side project of
my side projects.” Fifty print editions
of each issue of Grotta are sold at six
locations around 101 Reykjavik and the
online version, which exists mostly on
Tumblr, has more than 100,000 followers. Though the website features an oft
changing mix of artists, each print edition features the selected work of just
one Icelandic artist.
“I’m in essence a collector myself,”
he says, “and I started it [Grotta] because I wanted to collect this art and
have a zine where I could expose the
stuff I like.”
The first issue of Grotta came out
in June 2012 with the help of Frosti’s
friend and financial/logistics guy at
Frosti Gnarr Studio, Giuseppe Russo.
The featured artist was Sigurður Angantýsson, whose drawings came
under Frosti’s radar during another of
his side projects—teaching a portfolio
review course at the Iceland Academy
of the Arts. Sigurður’s review came up
right around the time Frosti was building up Grotta.
“I said to Sigurður, your design is
fine and it works, but your art, your
drawings, they are amazing, you have
to do something with them,” Frosti says.

Hell Cat

COME FIND OUT
WE OFFER ICELANDIC
DELICACIES PREPARED
IN SOUTH AMERICAN
AND SOUTHERN EUROPEAN STYLE.

marrestaurant.is

00354 519 5050

#marrestaurant

Grotta was created as the successor to
‘Frosti Magazine,’ a publication Frosti
started while he was working toward
a Masters in editorial design at the
Utrecht School of the Arts in the Netherlands. The title of that magazine “says
a lot about how I like to work,” he says.
Like Grotta, it was all his aesthetic and
ethos. Grotta Zine is, in every fibre of
the print version and pixel of the website, Frosti’s aesthetic. The artists selected, the narrative flow of the zine, the
organisation and display of the work,
are all by his hand.
When Frosti returned to Iceland,
with the intent to continue publishing
the type of art compilation he would
want for his own shelves, he felt a full
magazine was going to be too much.
He decided, rather, to make it a zine and
traded the eponymous title for Grotta.

Frosti has since published seven
print issues, the most recent of which
came out at the end of December. The
idea is to keep showcasing Icelandic
artists who have yet to be granted great
exposure, a mixture of friends in the
thick artists’ community of Reykjavík
and unknowns who he’s had to track
down. When he discovered the photography of a man called ‘Hell Cat’ he set
to work finding out the guy’s real name
and where he could be found.

“There was a void in
arts representation,
and there was a void in
the representation of
the art that I like. This
is about exposing that
Icelandic art.”
‘Hell Cat’ was also a pointed moment of divergent taste between Frosti
and friends who weigh in on the magazine. “There were some people that
were kind of apprehensive about the
Hell Cat one because it’s a lot of nudity
and drunk photography that’s kind of
based upon the worst parts of Reykjavík,” he says. “It’s kind of this border
between where is it art and where is it
just nightlife photography with disgusting subjects and, with the curation of it,
I wanted to show this point. It kind of
all came together and it kind of made
sense as art.”

Muck Pizza
Each issue takes about a month to
produce and the best part of the process is culling through photos, paintings, drawings, sculptures, whatever
the artist brings to him. With Hell Cat,
it was sorting through hundreds of
photos. In the June 2013 feature that
showcased new and old drawings by
the hardcore-music/art/weird collective Muck, Frosti took a more active
role. The group stayed at Frosti’s studio
for a weekend and played music, drew
and took turns sandwiching their faces
onto a Xerox machine.
“We spent a lot of time going

through their stuff, like, old pizza boxes
they had been drawing on,” he says.
The Muck drawings on pizza boxes are
like Brueghel sketches with an Oedipus complex: creature-like depictions
of humans with sharp teeth, sagging
faces and mostly preoccupied with one
or more penises. As a feature in Grotta,
the old pizza boxes saw the light of day
as art. It works; it’s actually really great
and hopefully Muck keeps eating pizza.

Curator Of Your Own Mind
An entire zine about your own perception of art could come off as ostentatious but Frosti pulls it off for two reasons: one, his aesthetic is interesting
and original and the execution of the
zine is well done. It’s not a coffee table
ornament your eyes skate over; it’s a
real record of real artists doing unconventional work. The second is, he’s not
an ostentatious person, which is probably why he doesn’t lack artists that
want to work with him in order to be
featured in Grotta. As self-aggrandizing
as naming a magazine after yourself
might seem (Oprah), Grotta Zine today is intended to promote the artists
themselves. “There was a void in arts
representation, and there was a void in
the representation of the art that I like.
This is about exposing it.”
Perhaps over ambitiously, the zine
started as a bi-weekly joint, but has
now jumped the rails of stringent publication dates. Between print releases,
the website is updated and added to
monthly. Frosti says there is interest in
Germany and the US in starting Grottalike magazines featuring obscure, local
artists from different cities, meaning
the curation of art as it exists in his head
could expand to bigger, distant caves.
Creating things in the likeness of
ourselves is usually with the hope that
others will have a clearer understanding of who we are or how we think we
are. When you’re talking with Frosti
about Grotta Zine, you’re also talking
with him about himself. “People connect with it, or they don’t, and both are
great,” he says. “It [Grotta] gets you, if
you get it.”

Taste the best
of Iceland ...
... with a spanish undertone

Icelandic Gourmet Fiest
Starts with a shot of the infamous
Icelandic spirit Brennívín
Than 6 delicious Icelandic tapas:
Smoked puffin with blueberry
“brennivín” sauce

Icelandic Cuisine

Icelandic sea-trout with peppers-salsa
Lobster tails baked in garlic
Pan-fried line caught blue ling
with lobster-sauce
Grilled Icelandic lamb Samfaina
Minke Whale with cranberry & malt-sauce
To finish our famous Desert:
White chocolate "Skyr" mousse
with passion fruit coulis

6.690 kr.
Lækjarbrekka is a classic Icelandic Restaurant situated
in heart of old Reykjavík, Lækjarbrekka specialises in
Icelandic cuisine with a la carte menu and first
rate service.
Scan QR Code for
more information.

Bankastræti 2 - 101 Reykjavík - Tel. (+354) 551 4430
info@laekjarbrekka.is - www.laekjarbrekka.is

The only kitchen
in Reykjavík open
to

23:30 on weekdays

and 01:00 on weekends

RESTAURANT- BAR
Vesturgata 3B | 101 Reykjavík | Tel: 551 2344 | www.tapas.is
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Fjallhalla Adventurers, more info at
facebook.com/fjallhalla or call +354 696-6758

Distance from Reykjavík: 45km

A Craving For Caving
Exploring the Búri Cave
with Fjallhalla Adventurers

Ben Smick

EXPLORING ICELAND,
THE FAROE ISLANDS OR GREENLAND
IT´S EASY WITH AIR ICELAND

GRÍMSEY

ÞÓRSHÖFN

ÍSAFJÖRÐUR

VOPNAFJÖRÐUR
AKUREYRI

GREENLAND
ITTOQQORTOORMIIT

EGILSSTAÐIR

ICELAND

ILULISSAT
NUUK
KULUSUK
REYKJAVÍK
NARSARSUAQ

FAROE ISLANDS
TÓRSHAVN
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ness. We sit silently, stooped in the pitch-black
world around us, listening to the ringing of water droplets as they hit the cave floor.
Surrounded by the unmitigated void, Ragnar's disembodied voice tells us how Björn
Hróarson discovered Búri in May of 2005.
Because of its rather recent discovery Búri
remains naturally pristine. Crouched in the
darkness, Ragnar tells us that while Björn was
exploring the cave for the first time he lost one
of his legs in an accident—and that they still
haven't found it. As he explained to me later,
"Being a tour guide is pretty much all stand-up
comedy. No one remembers the facts you tell
them, but they remember your jokes."
We continue hiking to the end of the lava
tube, about one kilometre from the entrance,
and approach a vast black pit. Our guides inform us that it was formed by a 'lava fall' during
the massive shield volcano eruption that created the entire lava tube more than 5,000 years
ago. Brave souls carefully approach the edge
and lean over, looking down into the bizarre
rock designs running along the 17-metre pit.
We stop for a group photo and hike back to
the shimmering palace of ice at the entrance,
carefully climbing over the piles of rocks as
our feet slip out from under us, which leaves
us scrambling across the grotto. We lift ourselves out into the night and are greeted by the
Northern Lights as they arc and dance over the
lichen-capped lava field, and the secret subterranean world it covers.

Ben Smick

Words
Ben Smick

Forty-five kilometres from downtown Reykjavík I'm standing on a snowy embankment surrounded by the Leitahraun lava field. The snow slopes down, guiding me under a shelf of rock and into a winding crevice to a basketballsized hole in the ground. Feeling a bit like Alice falling down the rabbit hole, I drop my legs into the void and slide
in, wriggling a bit to get my shoulders through the gap. The top of my helmet vanishes into the dark.
My first thought is that I've actually arrived in
Wonderland, complete with its own sparkling
ice palace. The narrow tunnel has opened up
into a vast cavern completely coated in ice
with two-metre long icicles hanging from the
ceiling and rising up off the ground like teeth.
The tunnel looks like the giant glittering snarl
of some sort of snow monster. The excited
voices of my forty or so fellow Fjallhalla Adventurers echo and bounce off the walls, announcing into the abyss that we have finally
arrived at the Búri Cave.

Past The Castle Of Ice
We make our way slowly, single-file, past the
colossal icicles until we reach a second, larger

cavern. Moving further into the cave, the icicles begin to disappear. As one of our guides,
Quinten Verdonck, explains, the rest of the cave
is just as damp as the entrance, though less
icy further from the opening because it's the
outside temperature that causes the icicles to
form. By June, all the intricate icicles will melt,
not to return again until autumn.
A droplet from the porous volcanic rock
above lands on the nape of my neck and sends
chills down my spine as we climb rocks of
varying shades of red and black. The complex
designs on the shiny black boulders look like
something out of an alien movie—I'm convinced
there were sections of Ridley Scott's 'Prometheus' filmed here.
Hiking further into the cave, the walls begin

to spread out and the ceiling becomes vaulted,
creating an unsettling emptiness that hangs
over us like a dark guillotine. We've reached the
largest sections of Búri, where the sides reach
around ten metres in width and height. Its colossal girth makes Búri one of the largest lava
tubes in the world.

Are You Afraid Of The Dark?
For the next 500 metres, we climb up and down
piles of lava rocks, which lie scattered throughout the cave like a giant's toppled toy blocks.
Another guide, Ragnar Hjálmarsson, gathers all
forty of us into a huddle and directs us to turn
off our torches. One by one the lights flicker
and fade, leaving us shrouded in absolute dark-

What's A Lava Tube?
There are more than 500 lava tubes in
Iceland. Lava tubes are formed when
the outside surfaces of a lava flow cool
and harden while the lava within or underneath continues to flow towards an
outlet, leaving behind a hollow tunnel
shaped cave. Once formed, subsequent
eruptions can lead to multiple lava flows
re-melting and changing the inside of
the cave. These flows can melt through
the walls of the lava tube creating hardened lava falls where the smaller flow
fell through from one layer of the tube
to the next. Iceland's abundant volcanic
activity makes it an ideal location for
lava tubes to form, which is great mostly
because they look out of this world.

Check it
out!

FOR THE BEST PRICE BOOK ONLINE AT:
AIRICELAND.IS
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Icelandic Fashion Grows Up

Reykjavík Fashion Festival 2014 showed that Icelanders
are finally serious about their stuff
Words by
Anna Margrét Björnsson

Photos by
Nanna Dís

Reykjavík Fashion Festival is in its fifth year and has been a fantastically worthwhile, if ambitious, project for a country with only 330,000 people and
one fashion college (Fashion Academy Reykjavík). It’s a long, long journey for those students who graduate, those who have the courage to struggle
against all odds, find funding and, hopefully, go abroad to gain experience with international fashion houses—something that I think is extremely
necessary in the field. Here are some of the highlights of the festival this year:
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Cintamani

Sigga Maija

Cintamani is one of Iceland‘s most prominent outdoor labels and I did wonder whether its pieces fit
in with high-fashion ones. But the collection was
obviously loaded with quality: bright touches of
colour and inspiration from the Icelandic countryside. Being a minimalist, I wasn’t as enchanted by
these flourishes, but the styling of the whole show
was beautiful and well-executed.

There’s been a lot of talk about the brand new
label of Sigríður María Sigurjónsdóttir, who premiered her collection at this year’s RFF. The retro
and almost masculine-looking models reminded
me of French starlets from the ‘20s, which is not
surprising, as Sigga has stated that she takes inspiration from the surrealist movement. The collection was an ensemble of exquisite and beautifully patterned silk prints in blues and reds with
dashes of black leather. The most stunning pieces
included a long red chinoiserie-inspired dress and
a backless, black knee-length draped dress. All
this was framed by the music of Broadcast and
Clinic, which made me fall even more in love with
the collection.

ELLA
REY

ELLA—Elínrós Líndal's collection designed by
Katrín Káradóttir—has enjoyed huge success on
the Icelandic market with high quality dresses,
mostly in black and beige, which are extremely
flattering, versatile, sexy and wearable for women
of all ages. Her collection for Autumn/Winter 2014
revealed a rather different side, focusing on beautifully cut cashmere coats in wider silhouettes in
hues of navy, soft green and beige and reminiscent of the ‘40s and ‘50s. “We wanted to show that
we can do more than dresses and also broaden
our target audience here locally,” Elínrós said.
“Dresses come really easily for us so we wanted to
show something different.” One such outstanding
piece was a brown leather bomber jacket that exuded expensive quality and was reminiscent of the
classic pieces of French high-luxe fashion house
Hérmes.

Farmer’s Market
This quality local label takes its inspiration from
traditional Icelandic materials and styles, using
Icelandic wool and casual country styles to develop the ultimate in chic designs. It has definitely
made an outstanding mark for itself in recent
years, with sales among tourists, for example, rising enormously. Every show the designers present stays true to the brand’s calling—they do not
follow any trends but create a unique and enchanting atmosphere with wonderfully subdued
colours, great attention to detail and a very wearable collection.

REY’s latest collection was stunning to say the
least, and in keeping with designer Rebekka Jónsdóttir’s very feminine style. The models reminded
me of Hollywood in the ‘50s, and standout pieces
included stunningly cut dresses, catsuits, knitwear
and trouser suits. Beautifully wearable and sexy.

Magnea
Magnea, a newcomer on the scene, had a spectacular stage set with netted drapes and neon
lighting. The collection was comprised of beautiful
knitwear with touches of metal, in hues of grey,
black and burgundy as well as a variety of avantgarde hats. A very elegant and wearable collection
pushing knitwear to the foreground.

JÖR
Guðmundur Jörundsson’s collection was the
grand finale of RFF this year. He is Iceland’s fashion
wunderkind and his show attracted a huge crowd,
all waiting with anticipation for what he would
offer up next. In the stunning smoked-filled production, I felt I was watching some sort of ‘zombie
Goth rock star goes to a rave’ experience. Decadence and heavy metal were the key words. The
collection was dramatic with gold belts and long
silhouettes for women, and patterned coats and
jackets for men. A very surprising and totally new
look from JÖR, and I have to give particular praise
to his co-worker and stylist Hrafnhildur Hólmgeirsdóttir for her extraordinary styling.

THE GREEN CHOICE

Premium Quality Vegetarian Food
Grænn Kostur is the perfect downtown
choice when you are looking for wholesome
great tasting meals.

Ziska
The Ziska collection presented by designer Harpa
Einarsdóttir started with the most stunning video
feature of the whole festival—an epic black and
white film showing Icelandic horses charging
through the desert and featuring models dressed in
a Mongolian style. Her collection seemed inspired
by all things fantastical and ethnic, with beautiful
prints, jewellery, and touches of leather, blending
futuristic and vintage influences. The standout
piece was a floor-length white leather dress.

All in all, it was a memorable festival. If, however,
RFF could possibly rethink next year to have shows
running simultaneously in more than one hall at
Harpa, it would help those suffering fashionistas
who have nothing to do between shows except
yawn, drink the free bottled water and admire the
architecture of the building. If there is a benefit to
all that down time, however, it’s that there’s plenty
of opportunity to reflect on each show.

• Vegetarian dishes
• Vegan dishes
• Bakes and soups
• Wholesome cakes
• Raw food deserts
• Coffee and tea
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Enjoy our wide variety of
feature cocktails inspired by the
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YOUR ESSENTIAL GUIDE
TO LIFE, TRAVEL AND
ENTERTAINMENT IN ICELAND

STUFFED WITH STUFF

P.6
“For the uninitiated, spending too much
time thinking about how, exactly, a virtual
currency can just suddenly exist, be doled
out en mass, and have some kind of
market value is a dizzying exercise…Really,
currencies are a lot like Tinkerbell—they
survive so long as we clap our hands and
say we believe.”
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YOUR FREE COPY

car rental

Prices from 33 EUR per day!
Get your offer at SADcars.com

Keflavík airport and Skógarhlíð 10, 105 Reykjavík
4EL    s INFO SADCARSCOM

Go Home
with a storyg!
worth tellin

Will Iceland’s new cryptocurrency derail
traditional Icelandic valuation systems
or fizzle and disappear like the intangible
atmospheric phenomenon it’s named after?
Only time, and market demand, will tell.

P.8

“It is true that Iceland is not much of a
player on the world stage; it is not even the
person who pulls the curtains open and
shut. But to give credit where it is due, the
Minister for Foreign Affairs did the utmost
of what he could do.”
Putin invades Crimea. Icelandic Minister of
Foreign Affairs travels to Kiev to condemn
invasion. What will these crazy politicians
think of next?

P.24

“A little bit like Liverpool in the ‘60s,
Reykjavík is a small coastal town that
managed to turn local music into a major
export, putting a previously distant outpost
firmly on the musical map.”
Iceland punches above its weight, musically
speaking. But if you go to the exhibit on
Icelandic rock ’n’ roll at Sibelius Museum
in Turku, Finland, don’t do any punching
yourself. You might get thrown out.

P.26

“The Muck drawings on pizza boxes are
like Brueghel sketches with an Oedipus
complex: creature-like depictions of
humans with sharp teeth, sagging faces
and mostly preoccupied with one or more
penises.”
Frosti Gnarr’s zine ‘Grotta’ turns heads for
all the right (and maybe occasionally the
wrong) reasons.

Open everyday
from 8am-10pm

Ice Climbing Glacier Hike Horse Riding Snorkeling

Diving

Caving

Snowmobile ATV

Super-Jeep Sightseeing Combo Trip

www.adventures.is | info@adventures.is | +354-562-7000 | Downtown Reykjavík Sales Oﬃce at Laugavegur 11

INFORMATION AND BOOKING CENTRE
Bankastræti 2 - Downtown
Tel: +354 522 4979
itm@itm.is - www.itm.is
Summer: 8 - 21 · Winter 9 - 19
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+ Eating, Drinking and Shopping + Map
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Your essential guide to life, travel and entertainment in Iceland

Leave
Behind
Your
Mortal
Vessel For
One Night
Hjaltalín
Harpa
April 16, 20:00
2,990 ISK
Ethereal Icelandic
band Hjaltalín has
the ability to touch
even the coldest and
darkest of hearts.
With rich, dreamy
soundscapes and a
vivid, full-fledged live
presence, Hjaltalín is
a band that everybody
should see at least
once in their life. TGB
Photo by Nanna Dís

MUSIC
CONCERTS & NIGHTLIFE
Apr. 4 - May 8
How to use the listings: Venues
are listed alphabetically by day.
For complete listings and detailed
information on venues visit
www.grapevine.is. Send us your
listings to: listings@grapevine.is.

Friday April 4
Bar 11
23:00 Elín Helena / Muck
Café Rosenberg
20:00 Skúli Mennski & Band
Dillon
21:00 Brain Police
Dolly
21:00 DJ Andre / Frímann
Gamli Gaukurinn
22:00 Momentum
Harlem
21:00 Reykjavíkurdætur / DJ Housekell
Kaffibarin
23:00 Tommi White & Lewis Copeland
Loft Hostel
20:00 Amaba Dama
Mengi
21:00 Soizic Lebrat
Park
21:00 DJ Simon FKNHNDSM
Prikið
21:00 DJ Árni Kocoon / Brynja Péturs

Saturday April 5
Bar 11
23:00 Pétur Ben / Rúnar Þóris
Brikk
22:00 DJ Plan B
Dolly
21:00 Positive Vibrations
Harlem
21:00 DJ Óli Dóri / Elements
Harpa
19:30 Battle Of The Bands Finale
Hressó
21:00 Dalton
Mengi
21:00 DOH TRIO
Park
21:00 Hugarástand
Prikið
21:00 J-Dilla Tribute

Renewal Ain’t Cheap
Benefit Festival for Gamli Gaukurinn
Gamli Gaukurinn | Apr. 9 to Apr. 12 | 8,900 ISK
Gamli Gaukurinn is getting older and is in dire need of a
refurbishment. To fund these changes the folks at Gamli
Gaukurinn invite people to a festival in the hopes of being able
to afford moving the stage, improving the sound system and
lighting as well as the facilities for artists. With more than 20
bands performing, each day is composed of a distinct sound,
including Snorri Helgason and Pétur Ben on the Wednesday
acoustic night, Reykjavíkurdætur and Cesar A on the Thursday
hip hop night, Angist and Muck on Friday’s metal night and Nolo
and kimono on the Saturday closing night. YN
Photo by José Carlos Santos

Sunday April 6
Harpa
19:30 Philipp Richardsen Piano
Recital
20:00 Ragnheiður Opera
Paloma
21:00 Gas Chamber / Muck

Tuesday April 8
Bravó
21:00 Berglind Festival

Wednesday April 9
Dolly
21:00 DJ OCP
Fríkirkjan
12:15 Ágúst Ólafsson
Gamli Gaukurinn
21:00 Fixing Up Gamli Gaukurinn

Thursday April 10
Bravó
21:00 Sammi Jagúar
Brikk
22:00 DJ BJP
Café Rosenberg
20:00 A Band On Stage
Dillon
21:00 Bugun / Drulla / Pungsig
Grafarvogskirkja
20:00 Megas’s Passíusálmar
Harpa
11:30 Tectonics 2014
Mengi
21:00 Hallvarður Ásgeirsson Herzog
Prikið
21:00 Elvar Rankin / RVK Soundsystem

When The Blues Roll Through Town
The Reykjavík Blues Festival 2014
Hilton Reykjavík Nordica | Apr. 12 to Apr. 17 | 8,990 ISK
Cold Reykjavík is going to be at the centre of a five-day blues
festival in the middle of April. The festival opens with the
‘Blues Days’ downtown event on Saturday, with several shows
happening in multiple venues. Icelandic and international artists
alike perform at the festival, including Viktor Wainwright from
Memphis, Magnús Eiríksson’s Blues Band, KK, Egill Ólafsson and
more. Come on down and have a good time with the other cool
cats. YN
Photo by Roger Stephenson

THE FRESHEST FISH ....AND IDEAS!
After years of study,
strings of awards and
having led kitchens of
some of Reykjavík’s most
esteemed restaurants,
Gústav still sees him
self as just a kid from
up north, with a lifetime passion for fish.

SKÓLAVÖRÐUSTÍGUR 14 - 101 REYKJAVÍK - 571 1100

Friday April 11

4

Bravó
21:00 DJ Benson Is Fantastic
Brikk
22:00 DJ Óli Dóri
Café Rosenberg
20:00 Kelly Joe Philps
Dillon
21:00 Canis / Trust The Lies
Dolly
21:00 DJ Ívar Pétur
Harlem
21:00 DJ Mooglie / Katla / KGB
Hressó
21:00 The Bangoura Band
Mengi
21:00 Sin Fang
Park
21:00 Smokin Joe / Exos / Yamaho

Saturday April 12
Bravó
21:00 DJ Óli Dóri
Brikk
22:00 DJ Logi Pedro
Café Rosenberg
20:00 Kelly Joe Phelps
Dolly
21:00 Simon Fknhndsm
Harlem
21:00 Pyrodulia / Augures / Muck
Harpa
21:00 ABBA Tribute
Hilton Reykjavík Nordica
14:00 The Reykjavík Blues Festival
Hressó
21:00 Fleetwood Mac Tribute
Mengi
21:00 Post-Tectonics Party
Park
21:00 DJ Hausar
Prikið
21:00 DJ Benni B-Ruff

Sunday April 13

April

Assume The Position!
An evening rocking out with Brain Police
An evening rocking out with Brain Police

Dillon | Apr. 4, 21:00 | 500 ISK
When you're short on time and low on energy, blasting Brain Police
on that long bus ride home is the pick-me-upper you need. Your
fellow passengers may hate your guts for disturbing the peace,
but you won't care. You'll be in a state of pure bliss — a space
brain suspended in a vat of delicious bourbon. The experience is
second only to seeing the desert rock band perform live, which you
absolutely should do this Friday. JP
Photo by Magnús Andersen

19
April

Harpa
16:00 Álftagerðisbræður
16:00 Young Voices
20:00 Álftagerðisbræður

Wednesday April 16
Bravó
21:00 DJ Ravenator / Sir Dancelot
Brikk
22:00 DJ KGB
Café Rosenberg
20:00 Kiss The Coyote
Dolly
21:00 DJ BORG Ltd
Gamli Gaukurinn
21:00 Lily And The Valley / Ásbjörg
Ísabella
Harlem
21:00 DJ Hendrik / Frímann / Exos
Harpa
20:00 Hjaltalín
Hressó
21:00 Poppkorn
KEX Hostel
20:00 Rauðasandur Festival Warmup
Park
21:00 DJ Kid Mystic
Prikið
21:00 DJ Moonshine

Thursday April 17
Brikk
21:00 DJ Intro Beats
Dillon
21:00 Doom Rock DJ Night
Fríkirkjan
17:00 Hlín Pétursdóttir Behrens
Gamli Gaukurinn
21:00 Slowstep
KEX Hostel
20:00 Jenny Hansen
Loft Hostel
21:00 The Burning Hell
Mengi
21:00 Borgar Magnason
Prikið
21:00 DJ Sunna Ben

Friday April 18
Bravó
21:00 DJ Katla
Brikk
22:00 DJ Plan B
Dillon
21:00 Slow Steps
Dolly
21:00 Yamaho / B2B / Introbeats
Grafarvogskirkja
15:00 Megas’s Passíusálmar
Harlem
21:00 DJ Solaris Sun Glaze
KEX Hostel
21:00 The Burning Hell
Mengi
21:00 Dodda Maggý

Saturday April 19
Brikk
22:00 DJ Pabbi
Café Rosenberg
20:00 Anna Mjöll’s Jazz Band
Dillon
21:00 Sykur
Harpa
20:00 Skonrokk
Hressó
21:00 Playmo
Mengi
21:00 Unnur Sara Eldjárn
Prikið
21:00 DJ Jay-O

Sunday April 20
Dolly
21:00 DJ Nonni Mal / B2B / Maggi
Lego

Sugar In My Ears And Eyes
A mental show by the Icelandic band Sykur
Dillon | Apr. 19, 22:00 | 500 ISK
Synth-infused Icelandic band Sykur shocks its audience with
electric sound waves, inspiring them to dance manically to
singer Agnes Björt Andradóttir’s mental lyrics. If you want to
lose control of yourself and thrash about to thrilling beats, then
Sykur’s live show is the place to be. YN
Photo by Nanna Dís
Gamli Gaukurinn
21:00 Basic House Party
Kaffibarinn
22:00 Pedro Pilatus / BenSol
Mengi
21:00 Cell7
Prikið
22:00 DJ Árni Kocoon

Monday April 21
Bravó
22:00 DJ Elvar
Kjarvalsstaðir
20:00 Nordic Affect

Wednesday April 23
Harpa
21:00 Elvis Presley – On Stage
Prikið
21:00 Orange Volante

Thursday April 24
Brikk
22:00 DJ Intro Beats
Café Rosenberg
20:00 Unnur Sara
Gamli Gaukurinn
22:00 Oyama / kimono / Sin Fang
Harlem
21:00 Amaba Dama
Harpa
20:00 Elvis Presley – On Stage
Kaffibarinn
22:00 Ben Frost
Prikið
21:00 DJ Logi Pedro

Friday April 25
Brikk
22:00 DJ KGB
Dolly
21:00 Rix / Axfjörð
Harlem
21:00 Spind Del Man / Quaint
Prikið
21:00 DJ Danni Deluxxe

Night
Gamli Gaukurinn
21:00 Kvika
Hressó
21:00 Diskólestin
Prikið
21:00 DJ Moonshine

Sunday April 27
Harpa
17:00 Pearls Of Icelandic Song

Monday April 28
Café Rosenberg
20:00 Myrra Rós
Kaffibarin
22:00 Ladyboy Records DJs

Tuesday April 29
Café Rosenberg
20:00 Pétur Tyrfingsson's Blues Band

Wednesday April 30
Bravó
21:00 DJ Matti
Loft Hostel
21:00 Sarah Noni
Prikið
21:00 DJ Introbeats

Saturday May 3
Bar 11
22:00 kimono / Muck
Bravó
21:00 DJ Styrmir
Harpa
17:00 Pearls Of Icelandic Song
KEX Hostel
21:00 Phédre / Ken Park

Sunday May 4
Harpa
16:00 Heimir Men’s Choir

Saturday April 26

Wednesday May 7

Bravó
21:00 DJ Sunna Ben
Brikk
22:00 DJ Óli Dóri
Dolly
21:00 Benni B-Ruff / B2B / DJ Kacooni

Harpa
19:30 Ashkenazy, Ólafur Kjartan &
The Iceland Symphony Orchestra
Mengi
21:00 Atli Heimir Sveinsson Retrospective

Paloma
23:00 RVK Soundsystem’s Reggae

,AUGAVEGI A  26+   LEBOWSKIBARIS

ART
OPENINGS AND ONGOING
Apr. 4 - May 8
How to use the listings: Venues
are listed alphabetically by day.
For complete listings and detailed
information on venues visit www.
grapevine.is. Send us your listings to:
listings@grapevine.is.

Opening

17:00 - 21:00

HAPPY HOUR
Draft Beer from:

500

.-kr

Red Wine / White Wine from:

750

.-kr

ila-HÖNNUN

ART 67
The Order In Chaos
Artist Sigurbjörg “Sibba” Einisdóttir plays with the contrasts found in
Icelandic nature, where complete
stillness and utter chaos coexist.
Opens April 12
Runs until April 30
Artótek
Lestur/Reading
Guðrún Kristjánsdóttir displays a
mixture of recent and older artwork
that relate to reading in various ways,
like a painting that recites an old
verse from the first of the Poetic Edda
Völuspá: Áminning um von.
Opens May 2
Runs until June 1
ASÍ Art Gallery
Things
Guðmundur Thoroddsen spent some
time thinking 'bout things. The things
on display are pure eye candy and
only exist to stimulate the viewer’s visual senses, which they might betray.
Opens April 12
Runs until May 11
i8 Gallery
A Portrait Of A Sculptor As A
Sculpture, With A Sculpture By
The Sculptor
Hreinn Friðfinnsson's new video installation show has quite possibly the
most meta exhibition name of the
year.
Opens April 5
Runs until April 26
The Nordic House
SJÄLÖ 9
This interdisciplinary scientific-art
group exhibits pieces on otherness
and exclusion, inspired by a Finnish
quarantine island.
Opens April 5
Runs until April 27
Reykjavík Art Museum - Hafnarhús
Icelandic Academy Of Art’s Annual
Graduation Show
The 66 graduating BA students from
the Department of Fine Art and the
Department of Design and Architecture unveil their final projects to the
public.
Opens April 26
Runs until May 11
SÍM
Irrational Research
Þórdís Erla Zoëga asks herself what
else could be out there in the universe. The theme of her visual art exhibition is her interest in undiscovered
organisms and the theory of evolution.
Opens April 4
Runs until April 23
The Reykjavík Museum Of
Photography
Nightlight In Skotið
Henning Kreitel’s photo exhibition
'Nightlight in Skotið' is inspired by the
architectural structure of the old city

Complex Eco-Friendly Kid's Drawing
Ingirafn Steinsson and Unndór Egill Jónsson’s
collaboration
Kunstschlager | Mar. 22 to Apr. 20 | Free!
Ingirafn Steinsson and Unndór Egill Jónsson present their
dreamy vision of how tools in a far-removed future are no
longer mass produced, but hand-made in a sustainable and
environmentally friendly way, and knowledge is passed on
in a more fluid and organic manner than what we’ve grown
accustomed to. What could pass for simplistic art is in fact
the result of a refined reflexion. Hopefully it won’t take an
apocalypse or two to reach their vision, because it is an
aesthetically pleasing one to behold. FQL
centre of Reykjavík. As such, Reykjavík is characterized by gaps of unused
space letting light interact with shapes
and colors which were captured by
Henning.
Opens on May 2
Runs until June 24
Týsgallerí
Heimir Björgúlfsson
LA-based artist Heimir Björgúlfsson exhibits his recent artwork consisting of
photorealistic and popartsy collages
and paintings at Týsgallerí.
Opens April 17
Runs until May 11
Wind and Weather Gallery
Still Life?
Ragnheiður Káradóttir composed a
mixed media art installation, in which
she has a transcendent approach
and looks at her work as a dialogue
between infinite subconscious states
that are interacting non-verbally.
Opens May 1
Runs until June 30
Museum of Design and Applied Art
Kosmos
Dew is a growing group of Icelandic
product designers who work with
international manufacturers. Dew's
designs have a strong link to Icelandic
heritage, seeking inspiration in Iceland's diverse landscapes and history
of traditional craftsmanships.
Opens March 26
Runs until June 8

Reykjavik Museum
of Photography
“One of the 10 best
free museums in Europe”
– The Guardian/Travel

ADMISSION FREE

GRÓFARHÚS 6th Floor
Tryggvagata 15, 101 Reykjavik
Opening Hours: Mon–Thu 12–19
Fridays 12–18, Weekends 13–17
www.photomuseum.is

Spark Design Space
Project East: Inspiration
The project investigates the influence of
East Iceland on art, making use of its
natural resources, traditions, new and
old methods and human resourcefulness.
Opens March 26
Runs until May 17

Ongoing
Árbær Museum
A guided tour in English through this
open air museum, which consists of
twenty buildings, happens daily at
13:00. Admission 1,100 ISK.
On permanent view
ASÍ Art Gallery
Fragment, Fracture, Fold, Violation
Anna Jóelsdóttir’s exhibition reflects on
society's practice of creating personal
narratives from memory which inevitably lead to interpretations and misinterpretations of human interaction.
Runs until May 18
The Culture House
An exhibit showcasing principal medieval manuscripts, such as Codices
Regii of the Poetic Edda, Prose Edda,
law codices and Christian works, and
the Icelandic Sagas.
On permanent view
Child Of Hope - Youth And Jón Sigurðsson
Exploring the life of Icelandic national
hero Jón Sigurðsson, made especially
accessible to children, families and
school groups.
On permanent view
Millennium - Phase One
A selection of pieces from the collection of the National Gallery, including a
variety of works by Icelandic artists in
the last two centuries.
On permanent view
The Library Room
The old reading room of the National
Library displays books of Icelandic
cultural history dating from the 16th
century to the present day.
On permanent view
The Einar Jónsson Museum
The museum contains close to 300
artworks including a beautiful garden
with 26 bronze casts of the artist's
sculptures.
On permanent view
Hafnarborg
ShopShow
Shop Show displays new Scandinavian
design focusing on sustainability and
exploring the designer’s role as a key
player within the evolution of an innovative community.
Runs until May 11
Fancy Cake In The Sun
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Reykjavík Map
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Reykjavík

Eye Candy

Nordic Film Festival

10 - 12
A p r i l

Ear-Quake

Tectonics Festival

A Cinematic Celebration of Nordic Cultures
Nordic House | 21:00 | Free!

Aural Seizures
Harpa | 21:30 | 5,000ISK

The Nordic House celebrates some of the
latest film treasures from the far north in
this upcoming Nordic Film Festival. Opening
on April 3 with 'Monica Z,' a renowned
biopic of Swedish jazz singer Monica
Zutterland, the festival runs for almost two
weeks, spanning multiple genres including
drama, thriller, romance, animations and
children's film, with up to four films shown
daily. Go check out the films you wouldn’t
see in a mainstream cinema, it’s free after
all, and each film is shown with English
subtitles. LC

"How can an orchestra, the 19th century
beast, be more radical and experimental?"
is the question posed by Ilan Volkov,
composer and creator of Tectonics
Festival, which explores visionary space
through a fusion of traditional classical
music, experimental composition and
improvisation. This third instalment focuses
upon New Hampshirite composer Alvin
Lucier and new Icelandic orchestral works,
promising three profound days of earthmoving, empirical performances for those
with more adventurous music tastes. LC

April 4 HARDCORE BEGETS HARDCORE Über punk

band Elín Helena are fresh off of the release of their latest album and team up with
experimental hardcore powerhouse Muck
to deliver a set that promises to break every
bone, burst every single eardrum and melt
off each face in attendance. Be there or be a
fucking tosser. Free entry.

Keep it in your pocket

Weeks

The Grapevine picks the events, places and what to experience in the next five weeks

A p r i l

Practical Info

April 4 - May 8

Five
3 - 15

Best Of Reykjavík

17
A p r i l

SOUVENIR SHOP
SHO P OF T HE Y EA R 2 0 12

The Gag Gun

Jeff Dunham

April 7-9 20 YEARS FLY BY Kigali Café is a new
coffee place that opened on Ingólfsstræti
8, one that specialises in serving up coffee from Rwanda. To commemorate twenty
years passing since the Rwandan genocide,
Kigali is offering free filter coffee and sweets
for three days. Don't be a stranger.
April 10, 18 PSALMS TO SOOTHE THE SELF Re-

nowned poet Megas wrote music in 1973
to accompany the psalms of 16th century
reverend Hallgrímur Pétursson. Only now
are they being played in their entirety in
Grafarholtskirkja. Don't be obtuse, head
out and give 'em a chance.

April 23 AIN'T THE KING DEAD? Tomorrow's

technology is here now, and it allows us to
bring the King, Elvis Presley, back to life. Or
project him in front of an audience as if he
were there. Either way, catch his not-oncein-a-lifetime post-mortem set at Harpa.

Jeff Dunham Goes Nuts In Public At Harpa
Harpa | 20:00 | 7,900 ISK

Comedy king Jeff Dunham, whose
recording of Ahmed, the Silence-I’ll-KillYou puppet went viral a few years back,
returns to Iceland to bring the crowd to
tears with his multi-part adult ventriloquist
show. Expect to see more stereotypes
shoved into one standup show than you
thought humanly possible, each attempting
to deconstruct radical ideals. The
performance will be part of a documentary
on Jeff. YN
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Laugavegur
BSÍ 20b

R
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N
A well-established
gem in Reykjavík. Read or
chit-chat comfortably with a hot or alcoholic
drink in this cosy basement with vintage
décor. The laid-back atmosphere makes it
perfect for romantics and philosophers alike.

Public Transport
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Coach
A small, stylish
drinking hole popular with
Terminal

the after-work business crowd, this is a
great place to feel a little classier and drink
with dignity. The beer selection is top-notch,
and the handcrafted interior tips the scales
of upscale rustic charm. You can be certain
HRINGBRAUT
that conversation will rule, not loud music.

Sun closed. The shopping centres Kringlan and
Smáralind as well as most supermarkets and
tourist shops have longer opening hours.
Swimming pools: Weekdays 06:30–22:00 and
weekends 09:00–17:00, although each pool
varies plus or minus a few hours.
Banks in the centre are open Mon-Fri 09:0016:00.
Post Offices
Post offices are located around the city. The
downtown post office is at Pósthússtræti 3–5,
open Mon–Fri 09:00–18:00. Stamps are also
sold at bookstores, gas stations, tourist shops
and some grocery stores.
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The only public transport available in Reykjavík
is the bus. Most buses run every 20–30 minutes
(the wait may be longer on weekends) and the
price per fare is 350 ISK for adults and children.
ÞO
RRLyf og heilsa, Egilsgata 3, tel: 563 1020
Multiple day passes are available for purchase at
AG
AT
A
select locations. Complete route map available
Lyfja,
Laugavegur 16, tel: 552 4045 and Lág-Reykjavík
at: www.bus.is. Tel: 540 2700. Buses run from
múla 5, tel: 533 2300
Domestic
07:00–24:00 on weekdays and 10:00–24:00 on
Coach Terminal
Taxiterminals are: Hlemmur and
Airport
weekends. Main
BSÍ, Vatnsmýrarvegur 10,
Lækjartorg.
tel: 562 1011, www.bsi.is
Opening Hours
Domestic Airlines
Bars and clubs: According to regulations,
Air Iceland, Reykjavíkurflugvöllur,
bars can stay open until 01:00 on weekdays and
tel: 570 3030, www.flugfelag.is
04:30 on weekends.
Eagle Air, Hótel Loftleiðir, tel: 562 4200
Shops: Mon–Fri 10:00–18:00, Sat 10:00–16:00,
EIN

TA
GA

Hafnarstræti 20, tel: 540 1313
The Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2,
tel: 522 4979
Trip, Laugavegur 54, tel: 433 8747
Pharmacies
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This super hip bar has the super unique
signature of being handpainted by sixteen
EG artists and designers. So naturally it’s
local
GE
R TS
GA
really popular
TA with the art crowd! Come by
any night for one of the many excellent DJs
on the roster, live performances in the back
room or karaoke nights. Cheap drinks and
good times abound.
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Voted the best place to read a book in the
Grapevine Best of Reykjavík 2012 awards,
this old-timey coffee house is something
LY painting. A
straight out of a Carl Larsson
NG
HA
GI
perfect place to spend the day sitting
on
their antique furniture and sipping delicious
TA
drinks, both alcoholic and Sotherwise.
RH

Arctic Adventures, Laugavegur 11,
tel: 562 7000
City Centre, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 590 1550
Iceland Excursions – Grayline Iceland,
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Nordic House
Culture Center

Harlem
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Ingólfstorg, Aðalstræti 7

Iceland Refund, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 564 6400
Tourist Information
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Emergency number: 112
Medical help: 1770
Dental emergency: 575 0505
Information: 118
Taxi: Hreyfill-Bæjarleiðir: 588 5522
BSR: 561 0000
Tax-Free Refund
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At the Laundromat Café Fyou
ORNcan do your
laundry, drink a beer and have a grandma
read to your children all under one roof. This
kid-friendly café/bar/restaurant prides itself
on its diverse menu, good service, a 5,000
book library (that you can buy or trade from),
board games, newspapers and magazines
(including a fancy WALL OF GRAPEVINES!).
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Argentína is the bestM place in the world for a
EL
HAto have a special
red meat-loving person
GI
celebration. One of the oldest
steak houses
in town, it has worked hard to earn its name
NE
SH
and has never wavered
from its red meat
AG
I
loving stature.
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Argentína Steakhouse
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IS introducing Icelanders to
Gló has been
ME
healthy eating for several years, offering a
simple menu of delicious food made from
UR
organic ingredients.
Patrons have a choice
EG
SV
JÓL the raw, vegetarian (occasionally
between
SK
LA
P
K Avegan) and chicken meals, each including
a healthy portion of tasty salad, with the TA
A
AGfor
option of one of several chocolate cakes
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pudding.
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Nestled
in an old fishing hut in the flourishing
ND
R A area of Grandi is a Californian deli with an
SG
EI Ð
Italian twist. What is a Californian deli? You’ll
have to pay them a visit to find out. The owners, Íris and Lucas, have put much thought
and work into every square inch of the place,
creating aI cosy and warm atmosphere. If you
ND
are
inRAthat
part of town, head over to get your
G
ÁL A
brunch or lunch fill of the day.
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Opening hours
September — May
9:00 — 18:00 weekdays
10:00 — 17:00 saturdays
12:00 — 17:00 sundays
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Not one, but two Fish restaurants have
opened up, one on Ingólfsstræti, the other on
Skólavörðustigur. Whether it's the catch of
the day or a chicken pesto sandwich you're
ordering, you can't go wrong!
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www.kraum.is
(354) 517 7797
Find us on Facebook
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Skólavörðustigur 23
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Aðalstræti 10, Reykjavík
Museum of Design and
Applied Art, Garðabær
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Venue Finder
Music & Entertainment

New In Town

Pizza Place With No Name

13

Hverfisgata 12
This nameless pizza place is tucked away
opposite the National Theatre and has a
few aces up its sleeve. The place has a cosy
dark wood décor and is filled with a lovely
sourdough fragrance (enhanced by skyr!),
but what separates it from other joints is its
unique topping combinations. Pickled onion
and chorizo pizza? Check. Rucola salad,
smoked cream cheese and baked beets
pizza? Check. Bring a friend, grab a drink,
tuck that shirt in, and share a pizza that will
make you wonder why no one else makes it
this good.
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Bíó Paradís
Hverfisgata 54 | F6

Kaldi Bar / Café
Laugavegur 20b | E5

Bjarni Fel
Austurstræti 20 | E4

Kofinn
Laugavegur 2 | E5

Boston
Laugavegur 28b | F6

Loft Hostel
Bankastræti 7 | E5

Brikk
Hafnarstræti 18 | D4

Mánabar
Hverfisgata 20 | E5

Bunk
Laugavegur 28 | E5

Ölsmiðjan
Lækjargata 10 | E4

Celtic Cross
Hverfisgata 26 | E5

Ölstofan
Vegamótastígur 4 | E5

Den Danske Kro
Ingólfsstræti 3 | E4

Prikið
Bankastræti 12 | E4

Dillon
Laugavegur 30 | F6

Reykjavík Beats
Hverfisgata 46 | E5

Dolly
Hafnarstræti 4 | D3

Rósenberg
Klapparstígur 25 | E5

Dubliner
Hafnarstræti 1-3 | D3

Stofan Café
Aðalstræti 7 | D3

English Pub
Austurstræti 12 | E3

Thorvaldsen
Austurstræti 8 | D3

Gamli Gaukurinn
Tryggvagata 22 | D3

Vegamót
Vegamótastígur 4 | E6
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R

With two locations right in the heart of
downtown, real second-hand pickers and
diggers will delight in sifting through the
hidden treasures of these goodwill shops. The
neighbourly staff and quirky decorations will
take you through a little slice of history.

Public Phones
There aren’t many public payphones in the
city centre. The tourist information centre
at Aðalstræti 2, City Hall, Kolaportið,
entrance at Landsbankinn and in Lækjargata. Prepaid international phone cards
are recommended for int’l callers.
Internet Access
Most cafés offer free wireless internet
access. Computers with internet connections are available to use at:
Ráðhúskaffi City Hall, Tjarnargata 11
Ground Zero, Frakkastígur 8, near
Laugavegur 45
The Reykjavík City Library, Tryggvagata 15
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ART67
Laugavegur 67 | F7
Mon-Fri 12-18 / Sat
12-16

The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5
Tue–Sun 12–17
www.nordice.is

Aurora Reykjavík
Grandagarður 2 | B2
Mon-Sun 10-22
www.aurorareykjavik.is

Reykjavík Art Gallery
Skúlagata 30 | E7
Tuesday through Sunday
14–18
www.artmuseum.is

The Einar Jónsson
Museum
Eiriksgata | G6
Tue–Sun 14–17
www.skulptur.is
Hafnarborg
Strandgata 34, Hafnarfjörður
www.hafnarborg.is

Herrafataverzlun
Kormáks & Skjaldar

Laugavegur 59
With its modern interpretations on classic
menswear, this store allows you to look like
the perfect gentleman. You can look suave
for all your worldly pursuits, whilst getting
nostalgic for bygone times. Everything is
sharp, respectful and tweedsome, with an
old-fashioned vibe.
The National and University Library,
Arngrímsgata 3
Tourist Information Centre, Aðalstræti 2
Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2
Reykjavík Backpackers, Laugavegur 28
Swimming Pools
There are several swimming pools in
Reykjavík. The one in 101 Reykjavík,
Sundhöll Reykjavíkur, is an indoor one,
located at Barónsstígur. It features a
nice sunbathing area and some outdoor
hot tubs. Opening hours: Mon-Thu
from 06:30–22:00, Fri from 06:30–20:00,
Sat from 08:00–16:00 and Sun from
10:00–18:00.

Hverfisgallerí
Hverfisgata 4 | E4
www.hverfisgalleri.is
i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16 | D3
Tue–Fri 11–17 / Sat
13–17 and by appointment. www.i8.is
The Icelandic Phallological Museum
Laugavegur 116 | F8
www.phallus.is
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Red Cross

Laugavegur 12, Laugavegur 116
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Kaffibarinn
Bergstraðastræti 1 | E5

Hitt Húsið
Gallery Tukt
Pósthússtræti 3-5 | E4
www.hitthusid.is
T
OL

EIR

Shopping
10

Hressó
Austurstræti 20 | E4

Bar 11
Hverfisgötu 18 | E5

Hannesarholt
Grundarstígur 10 | E5
www.hannesarholt.is
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Harlem
Tryggvagata 22 | D3

B5
Bankastræti 5 | E4

Ásgrimur Jónsson
Museum
Bergstaðastræti 74
Mon-Fri through Sept. 1
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Glaumbar
Tryggvagata 20 | D3

Austur
Austurstræti 7 | E3

Museums & Galleries

NÓ
ATÚ
N

DA
R

ÚL
AG
AT
A

UR

LIN

SÆ
BR
AU
T

Amsterdam
Hafnarstræti 5 | D3

12

Mengi

Óðinsgata 2
Mengi is downtown Reykjavík's hippest cultural centre; an intimate performance space
for experimental art across all forms. Functioning as a gallery and live venue, Mengi
sells artwork, music from artists performing
and a range of other products.

Kirsuberjatréð
Vesturgata 4 | C2
www.kirs.is
Kling & Bang
Hverfisgata 42 | E6
Thurs–Sun from 14–18
www.this.is/klingogbang
Knitting Iceland
Laugavegur 25 | E6
www.knittingiceland.is
Kunstschlager
Rauðarárstígur 1 | G8
Mon-Sat from 15-18
www.kunstschlager.com

Public Toilets
Public toilets in the centre can be found
inside the green-poster covered towers
located, for example, at Hlemmur, Ingólfstortorg, by Hallgrímskirkja, by Reykjavík Art Museum, Lækjargata and by
Eymundsson on Skólavörðustígur. Toilets
can also be found inside the Reykjavík
City Hall and the Reykjavík Library.

Living Art Museum
Skúlagata 28 | E7
Tue-Sun 12-17
www.nylo.is
Mengi
Óðinsgata 2 | F6
Mokka Kaffi
Skólavörðustígur 3A | E5
www.mokka.is
The National Gallery
of Iceland
Fríkirkjuvegur 7 | F4
Tue–Sun 11–17
www.listasafn.is
The National Museum
Suðurgata 41 | G2
Open daily 10–17
www.natmus.is

Reykjavík Art
Museum Hafnarhús
Tryggvagata 17 | D3
Open 10-17
Thursday 10-20
Kjarvalsstaðir
Flókagata 24
Open 10-17
Ásmundarsafn
Sigtún
Open 10-17
www.listasafnreykjavikur.is
Reykjavík City Library
Tryggvagata 15 | D3
www.borgarbokasafn.is
Reykjavík City
Museum Árbæjarsafn
Kistuhylur 4
Open daily 10-17
Settlement Exhibition
Reykjavík 871+/-2
Aðalstræti 17 | E3
Open daily 10–17

G

Reykjavík Maritime
Museum
Grandagarður 8 | B2
www.maritime-vv
museum.is
Reykjavík Museum of
Photography
Tryggvagata 16 | D3
Weekdays 12–19 / Sat–
Sun 13–17
www.ljosmyndasafnreykjavikur.is
Saga Museum
Perlan, open daily 10-18
www.sagamuseum.is
Sigurjón Ólafsson
Museum
Laugarnestangi 70
www.lso.is
SÍM
Hafnarstræti 16 | D4
Mon-Fri 10-16
www.sim.is
Spark Design Space
Klapparstígur 33 | E5
Mon-Fri 10-18
Sat 12-16
www.sparkdesignspace.com
Wind & Weather
Gallery
Hverfisgata 37 | E6
Open daily 09-02
www.windandweather.is
ÞOKA
Laugavegur 25 | E5
www.thoka.is

F

Best Of

Reykjavík

Every year around the beginning of July, we make a BEST OF REYKJAVÍK ISSUE celebrating some
of what makes Reykjavík-life worthwhile, posting some good entries into a hopefully never-ending
discussion. The primary purpose of BEST OF REYKJAVÍK is celebration! It’s about big-upping stuff,
giving mad props to it and patting it on the shoulder. The following are some nice tips we pulled
from BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2013 which you can read in full at www.grapevine.is.

The concept of the restaurant is "casual fun
dining" and we prepare what we would call a
simple honest, "feel good", comfort food,
where we take on the classics with
a modern twist.

BEST PLACE TO GO ON A
DATE:
TAPAS BARINN

BEST PLACE TO SPEND A
SUNNY DAY:
NAUTHÓLSVÍK

BEST LIQUOR STORE:
HEIÐRÚN

There are many great places to go on a
date, and some of them aren’t food-related,
but let’s face it, dinner is a pretty good way
to go. And if you’re going that way, Tapas
Barinn won’t disappoint, especially if it’s a
first date. The dimly lit basement makes for
an intimate setting to share some delicious
tapas. What’s more, if there’s ever a lull in
conversation, the continuous flow of dishes will fill any gaps and give you something
to talk about. By the time you’ve finished
a pitcher of sangria and a bunch of tapas,
you’ll stumble out, look down at your cell
phone and be surprised to find that you’ve
been there for three hours. Time flies when
you’re having fun…

You probably didn’t come to Iceland to
hang out at the beach. You probably would
have picked a tropical island if that’s what
you were after. That said, Nauthólvík is a
pretty awesome beach and it’s probably
the best place to spend a sunny day. The
water is warm thanks to the hot geothermal water that gets pumped into the ocean
and the sand was apparently imported
from Morocco. There’s also a great beachfront hot tub there if it’s getting chilly.

Okay, liquor stores in Iceland are all
pretty similar. They are all owned by the
state. They are all marked by the same
“Vínbúðin” sign, and the ones in Reykjavík all have more or less the same opening hours—mostly closing at 18:00 or 19:00,
with three of them — Dalvegur, Skeifan,
and Skútuvogur — closing at 20:00. A store
called Heiðrún doesn’t have the longest
opening hours and isn’t particularly conveniently located either, but it is superior to
the rest for another reason: It is the store
where they test new brands of beer, spirits
and wine before rolling them out to the rest
of the stores. So go there to help push that
new obscure brand onto the other shelves.

SKÓLAVÖRÐUSTÍGUR 40 · 101 REYKJAVÍK · TEL.+354 517 7474 · KOLRESTAURANT.IS

Vesturgata 3b

ALL IN ONE

RESTAURANT
Kitchen
Bar
Café

Diverse menu,
great value and
a wide selection
of cocktails, beers
and wines.

Nauthólsvík

A GUIDE
THAT FUCKS
YOU UP

Hótel Natura
Every day from 16:00 to 18:00. Beer 475 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.
Hótel Plaza Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. Beer 500 ISK.
Iða Zimsen
Coffee happy hour every day from 8:00 to
10:00. All coffee 300 ISK. Every day from
19:00 to 22:00. Beer 445 ISK.

A list of every
Happy Hour in
101 Reykjavík

Kaffi Kompaníið
Friday to Saturday from 14:00 to 17:00.
2 for 1 Beer 850 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.
Kaldi Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00.
2 for 1 on Beer 1,000 ISK.

101 Hótel
Every day from 16:00 to 18:00. Beer 470 ISK,
Wine 740 ISK.

Kiki Queer Bar
Thursday from 20:00 to 22:00.
Beer 450 ISK, Wine 600 ISK.

Austur
Thursday to Saturday from 20:00 to 00:00.
Beer 800 ISK, Wine 800 ISK.

Kolabrautin
Every day from 16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 450 ISK, Wine 700 ISK, Cocktails from
1,000 ISK.

B5
Every day from 16:00 to 22:00. Beer 550 ISK,
Cider 700 ISK, Wine 550 ISK.
Bar 7
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 350 ISK, Shot 450 ISK
Bar 11
Thursday to Saturday from
21:00 to 00:00. Beer 500 ISK.
Bíó Paradís
Monday to Sunday from 17:00 to 19:30.
2 for 1 Beer 1,000 ISK and Wine 1,000 ISK.
Bjarni Fel
Monday to Friday from 21:00 to 23:00. 2 for 1
Beer 990 ISK, shot with soda 1,300 ISK.
Boston
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 550 ISK, Wine 550 ISK.

st

íg

ur

Kla p p a rst.

ðu

t

ör

Vegamó

av

stað

ól

Berg

Sk

Bravó
Every Day from 17:00 to 21:00.
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 750 ISK.
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Bunk Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.
2 for 1 Beer 900 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.
Celtic Cross
Every day from 17:00 to 22:00.
2 for 1 Beer 1,000 ISK.
Den Danske Kro
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 2 for 1 Beer
950 ISK and Wine 1,200 ISK.
Dillon
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.
Beer, Wine and Whisky each 550 ISK.
Dolly
Wednesday to Thursday from 20:00 to 22:00,
Friday to Saturday from 20:00 to 23:00. Beer
500 ISK, Wine 500 ISK.

Vegamótastíg | 101 Reykjavík | tel. 511 3040 | www.vegamot.is

Stuðlaháls 2

Download the FREE
Grapevine Appy
Hour app!
Every happy hour in
town in your pocket.
Available in the App
store and on the
Android Market.
Dubliner
Every day from opening until 22:00. 2 for 1
Beer 1,000 ISK, 2 for 1 Wine 1,000 ISK, shot
of Jameson 900 ISK.
Einar Ben
Every day from 19:00 to 21:00.
Beer 500 ISK.
Gamli Gaukurinn
Every day from 21:00 to 22:00.
Beer 500 ISK, single shot 500 ISK.
Harlem
Every day from 18:00 to 22:00.
Beer 550 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.
Hótel 1919
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 575 ISK, Cocktail of the day half price.
Hótel Holt Gallery Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. Beer 650 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK, Cocktail of the day 1,200 ISK.

Lebowski Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00.
2 for 1 Beer 950 ISK, Wine for 1,100 ISK.
Loft Hostel Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 500 ISK, Cider 500 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.
Micro Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. Beer 600 ISK.
Miðgarður Bistro bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. Beer 500 ISK,
Wine 600 ISK.
Nora Magasin
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 650 ISK, House Wine 600 ISK.
Park
Friday to Saturday from 22:00 to 02:00.
Beer 500 ISK, single shot 400 ISK.
Prikið
Monday to Friday from 16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 500 ISK.
Roadhouse
Friday and Saturday from 21:30 to 23:00.
2 for 1 Beer 895 ISK, Wine 895 ISK.
SKY Bar & Lounge
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00, Beer 500 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.
Slippbarinn
Every day from 16:00 to 18:00. Beer 500 ISK,
Wine 500 ISK, selected Cocktails 950 ISK.
Stofan
Every day from 17:00 to 21:00. Beer 750 ISK.
Vínsmarkkarinn
Monday to Saturday from 18:00 to 20:00.
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.
Þingholtsbar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. Beer 500 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.

ART
ONGOING
– continued –
On display are selected graphic prints
and books by Swiss Dieter Roth,
one of the most important post-war
European artists and focuses on his
contributions to the print world. It is
divided into eleven periods covering
Dieter’s artwork from 1957 to 1993.
Runs until June 17
The Icelandic Phallological
Museum
The museum contains a collection of
more than two hundred and fifteen
penises and penile parts belonging to
almost all the land and sea mammals
that can be found in Iceland.
On permanent view
Kling & Bang
Delights, Doubts, Destruction
This exhibit features new work of various designs by Margrét Helga Sesseljudóttir, Ingibjörg Sigurjónsdóttir,
Loji Höskuldsson, Emma Heiðarsdóttir
and Sigurður Ámundason.
Runs until April 27
Museum of Design and Applied Art
‘Are You Ready, Madam President,’
The exhibition displays clothing and
other accessories from the wardrobe
of former Icelandic President Mrs.
Vigdís Finnbogadóttir and thereby
gives visitors a glimpse into Vigdís’
preferences in choosing her wardrobe
and style, and also the personal lives
and habits of heads of state.
Runs until October 5
National Gallery of Iceland
Form, Colour, Body: High Voltage /
Danger
The National Gallery of Iceland opens
a retrospective of painter Magnús
Kjartansson (1949–2006) who was
among the artists that bridged the gap
between formal postwar art – both
abstract and figurative – and postmodernistic art in the '80s & '90s.
Runs until May 11
Treasures; Beasts in Cages
An exhibition of selected modern and
contemporary works from the collection of The National Gallery of Iceland,
based around pioneers of Icelandic
contemporary art – Jóhann Eyfells
(1923), Magnús Pálsson (1929) and
Dieter Roth (1930–1998) – with the
addition of works by the following
generations.
Runs until May 11
The National Museum of Iceland
The Making Of A Nation
This exhibition is intended to provide
insight into the history of the Icelandic
nation from the Settlement to the
present day.
On permanent view
The Old Harbour
Iceland Expo Pavillion
Every day from 10:00 to 22:00,
Sagafilms projects a film of Icelandic
scenery inside their Iceland Expo
Pavillion which provides a unique 360
degree movie experience.
On permanent view
Reykjavík Art Museum Ásmundarsafn
“I’ve Never Seen Figurative Electricity”
The exhibition displays works by Icelandic sculptor Ásmundur Sveinsson
(1893-1982) along with new works by
nine Icelandic contemporary artists
with the aim to shed light on similarities found in works of contemporary
art today.
Runs until April 27
Reykjavík Art Museum Hafnarhús
Cadences Of Line And Colour
Featuring works by over 30 artists, the
exhibition showcases art in the spirit
of “visual music.”
Runs until April 13
Erró: The World Today
The Reykjavík Art Museum’s already
large collection of paintings by Erró
has grown considerably in recent
years, as the artist continues to
donate his more recent works. These
pieces – including collages, oils,
watercolours and enamels – are currently on display.
Runs until August 24
Katrín Sigurðardóttir: Foundation
Katrín Sigurðardóttir’s large-scale
installation, which was Iceland’s
contribution to the 2013 Venice Biennale, is comprised of a raised floor
which extends beyond the walls of the
exhibition space.
Runs until April 13

Normal/Abnormal: Culture/Nature
SJÄLÖ 9's view on otherness.
The Nordic House | April 5 to 27. | Free!
SJÄLÖ 9 is an interdisciplinary scientific-art group that has
channelled their creative powers into an exhibition on the
poignant history of Själö, an island off the coast of Finland
where hundreds of physically, and then later mentally
infirm people were quarantined. The exhibition, through
strong images and shapes we can all recognise, focuses
on otherness, exclusion and what happens to those that fit
outside society’s arbitrary criteria of normality. SJÄLÖ 9 gives
insight into a time when certain practices we’d consider
immoral were mundane. FQL

Find all art listings
online
listings.grapevine.is
Reykjavík Art Museum Kjarvalsstaðir
Harro
The exhibition displays Finnish artist
Harro’s pop-art period, and presents
several of his best known works from
1968 to 1972. Harro’s art is particularly
relevant to current affairs because we
are living in a post-crisis period that
asks us to reevaluate our own values.
Runs until May 18
Hildur Ásgeirsdóttir Jónsson: Core
Core features a collection of large-scale
woven paintings made on a three
metre wide loom, including several
newly created pieces. The impressive
pieces were created on hand-dyed
woven silk thread.
Runs until May 18
The Seasons In Kjarval’s Art
Every season imbues the land with new
life, and every cloud sheds new colour
upon the mountains. This exhibit
focuses on land and saga merging in
the works of Jóhannes Kjarval.
Runs until October 12
The Reykjavík City Library
The collection centres around new
Nordic literature, both fiction and
nonfiction. The library lends out
novels, academic publications, audio
books and more.
On permanent view
Reykjavík City Museum
Reykjavík 871 +/- 2: The Settlement
Exhibition
Archaeological findings from ruins of
one of the first houses in Iceland and
other excavations in the city centre,
open daily 10:00-17:00.
On permanent view
Reykjavík Maritime Museum
From Poverty To Abundance
Photos documenting Icelandic fishermen at the turn of the 20th century.
On permanent view
The History of Sailing
Iceland's maritime history that showcases the growth of the Reykjavík
Harbour.
On permanent view
The Coast Guard Vessel Óðinn
This vessel sailed through all three Cod
Wars and has also served as a rescue
ship to over 200 ships.
On permanent view
Reykjavík Museum of
Photography
From A Different Angle: Photography By Icelandic Women 18722013
The exhibition features one hundred
pictures taken by Icelandic women
in the past 125 years, and showcases
what women have been doing in that
period. The pictures are sourced
both from amateur and professional
photographers.
Runs until May 11

Petites Pauses
This is the first of a series of exhibitions in Kubbin (The Cube) where
photographers can share their images
through a projector. Number one is
“Petit Pause” by the French photographer Vincent Malassis. Vincent works
with realism and the traditional interpretation seen in occidental painting.
Runs until May 9
//W//
Photographer Íris Dögg Einarsdóttir
and stylist Erna Bergman have joined
forces to create //W//. The exhibition
portrays photographs based around
the words "water" and "woman,"
reflecting femininity and birth with an
end result that is raw and romantic.
Runs until April 29
Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum
Children At Play
An exhibition of sculptures from the
oeuvre of Sigurjón Ólafsson. The title
of the exhibition refers both to Sigurjón’s 1938 relief of the same name
and other works in the exhibition that
might awaken children and teen’s
interest in Sigurjón’s art.
Runs until May 11
Týsgallerí
5x8 Multiples
Týsgalleri displays a selection of multiples: Eight artists crafted an edition
of five customly made wooden boxes.
The participating artists are all wellknown in the Reykjavík art scene but
everyone is at a different stage of their
career.
Runs until April 10
The Flying Pencil
Týsgallerí displays three pieces of Ólöf
Helga Helgadóttir's recent work which
she made out of paper. Ólöf did a lot
of research on the material and explored its possibilities. She stretched
the limits of two dimensional artwork
and layered the paper in a sculptural
way, stuck together with glue.
Runs until April 13
Volcano House
The exhibition gives a brief overview of
Iceland’s geological history and volcanic systems with superb photographs
of volcanic eruptions and other magnificent aspects of Icelandic nature.
On permanent view
ÞOKA
Raise A Flag
Almost a century ago Christian X, the
king of Denmark from 1912 to 1947,
approved the current Icelandic flag.
It’s time for a change, decided Hörður
Lárusson, the self-appointed chairman of an unofficial flag committee.
He aims to reinvent the flag and
give it a new design. Þoka exhibits
his sketched suggestions for a new
Icelandic flag.
Runs until April 6

Kópavogur
Art MuseumGerðarsafn

Hamraborg 4, Kópavogur
Tel. +354 570 0440
Open 11–17
Closed on Mondays
www.gerdarsafn.is
MA student exhibition
from the Iceland Academy
of the Arts

Hönnunarsafn Íslands
Museum of Design
and Applied Art
Garðatorg 1, Garðabær
Tel. +354 512 1525
Open 12–17
Closed on Mondays
www.honnunarsafn.is

Hafnarborg
The Hafnarfjordur
Centre of Culture
and Fine Art

Strandgata 34, Hafnarfjörður
Tel. +354 585 5790
Open 12–17
Thursdays 12–21
Closed on Tuesdays
www.hafnarborg.is
Shop Show
Contemporary Nordic design
Fancy-Cake in the Sun
Dieter Roth selected print works

„Are you ready, Madam.
President?“
Kosmos
Dögg Guðmundsdóttir

To
the
Blue
Lagoon

Travel the
world of music
View our exciting 2013/14 season
at www.sinfonia.is.

Box office » 528 5050 » www.sinfonia.is » www.harpa.is
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For your mind, body and soul

Continental Charm
Snaps

have faced a wait if we arrived much later
(Snaps doesn’t take reservations after
18:30), it’s unlikely that it would have been
Óðinstorgi, 101 Reykjavík
a long one.
What We Think:
In keeping with the easy-going
Take your mom, take your date,
atmosphere, our waiter was attentive but
take your hip friend from out of
didn’t hover, allowing us extra time while
town—everyone will be happy
we debated our beverages (and later our
desserts) with an equanimity that is often
Flavour:
lacking in busy restaurants. Better yet, he
Classy Franco-Nordic comfort food
always reappeared right when we needed
Ambiance:
him. Having taken our dinner orders, he
Continental bistro, with a touch of
returned promptly with an ample basket of
Brooklyn
still-warm brown bread sliced baguetteService:
style and soft butter.
Attentive but patient, and there
I’m perhaps abnormally fond of bread
when you want it
and butter (particularly Icelandic butter,
which
is uncommonly good), but I might
Price for 2 (with drinks):
have forgone this staple had I realised that
8,000 ISK–14,000 ISK
my bouillabaisse appetizer (2,200 ISK),
would not only be admirably substantial,
but would also come with a side of twisted
rye crisps and a creamy garlic butter dip.
Personally, I’d rather have double the crisps
Although it only opened two years ago,
and dip instead of the preliminary bread,
Snaps Bistro has become something of a
which is saying something.
staple on the Reykjavík restaurant scene,
The bouillabaisse’s seafood broth was
helping to bridge the gap between the
a rich brown, more savoury and deep in
city’s more fine dining establishments
flavour
than I had expected. It was dotted
and your standard grills, family-friendly
with large chunks of fresh cod, ten-krónurquick meal stops and takeaway joints.
piece sized scallops, mussels and shrimp,
With its square bar, open kitchen, Edison
all of which were simply garnished with
bulb lighting and conservatory-style dining
sprigs of fresh dill and cilantro. I was
area, Snaps is cool, but not too cool, comso focused on my own appetizer that I
fortable but still hip. Not for nothing has
m
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nearly
it won Grapevine’s own “Best Goddamn
companion’s starter—fried calamari (1,200
Restaurant” award two years running—
ISK) from the bar menu. These were
this is a place where you can pop in for
satisfyingly chewy while still being crisp,
an after-work beer and a sandwich or sit
breaded in a lightly salted batter which was
down for a nice, leisurely meal without
complemented by an aioli dipping sauce.
dipping too deeply into your wallet.
(It bears mentioning here that I am an inWhen my companion and I arrived for
veterate salter and often think restaurants
dinner at seven, there was a smattering of
serve their food a bit on the bland side,
diners and a few people sidled up at the
when just a pinch of salt would do wonbar. Over the next hour, nearly all of the
ders. But while there was a small dish of
tables filled with regular, though unrushed,
sea salt on the table, I never touched it; our
turnover. So while it’s likely that we would

food was always pleasingly salted, without
being salty.)
Just shortly after our appetizer plates
were whisked away, our entrees arrived:
steamed mussels and fries (1,800 ISK) for
him and calf’s liver with onions, apples and
a bed of mashed potatoes (3,200 ISK) for
me. Fresh from the nearby Breiðafjörður
fjord, the mussels were a rather brilliant
orange and, as my companion put it, far
more “protein-y,” or meaty, in flavour than
we were expecting. The fries were purposefully un-crispy—“fried mashed potato,”
as described, mid-bite—which is not
everyone’s preference but was well suited,
we thought, to sopping up a tasty broth.
The latter was definitely tasty, although the
flavour of the white wine came through
far less (if at all) than that of the cream and
fish stock. My meal—the liver sliced thinly
and buried under a wonderfully aromatic
mound of sautéed onion—was a classy,
flavourful take on a homey comfort meal.
The savoury sherry sauce in particular was
good enough that I’d have sipped it like
broth if I could have, and served basically
plain, the potatoes provided a nice counterpoint to (and vehicle for) all the richness
on the plate.
Very definitely approaching fullness
at this point, we persevered to dessert,
a chocolate cake with vanilla ice cream
(1,490 ISK) for him and lemon tart (1,490
ISK) for me. The cake was more like a dense
brownie, heated just enough to melt the
ice cream a tad. The tart had a pleasingly custard-like texture and bright citrus
flavour with a nice, crispy caramelised glaze
on top. Neither were exactly revelations,
but really there’s no need to reinvent the
wheel. They were both very good, a satisfying finish to an all-together satisfying meal.
LARISSA KYZER
NANNA DÍS

many famous people are regulars here

Ban Thai
the finest Thai restaurant in Iceland
www.banthai.is

Top Ten Best Restaurants In Iceland

the best thai food
2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013

Laugavegur 130, ofan við Hlemm
Tel : 692-0564

Also Recommend.....

y u m m i y u m m i Tel: 588-2121

H v e r f i s g a t a 123, 105 Rvk.

www.yummy.is

Industrial Setting, Ambitious Kitchen
KEX Hostel
Skúlagata 28, 101 Reykjavík
What We Think:
Nice beers, good eats
Flavour:
From deep-fried bacon to
seasonal fresh sorrels
Ambiance:
Industrial, kitschy, hipsteresque
Service:
Order at the bar, served to the
table, accommodating
Price for 2 (without drinks):
6–10,000 ISK

Restaurants and bars have long had
a healthy relationship with upscale
hotels, pretty much all around the
world. This seems to be the case
even in remote old Iceland. But what
about a restaurant and bar at a hostel? Quite a different combination it
would seem, yet at least in the case of
KEX hostel, also very successful.
One of the owners of KEX recently
said in an interview that the idea for
the hostel/bar/restaurant came about
when pondering/brainstorming with
his friend what he should do with his
life. The ex-professional footballer
decided, along with some friends,
that he wanted to do something that
would bring together all the things
they are passionate about—namely,
craft beers, wine, good food and
music. Not bad, huh?
Thus KEX opened in spring 2011
to widespread acclaim. The market for
cheap accommodation in Reykjavík

was as of yet unfulfilled, and the bar
and restaurant proved to be a hit
with locals in addition to travellers.
Its decor contributes to a relaxing
atmosphere, dark wooden floors,
kitsch, retro furniture, and walls reflecting the building's history with its
industrial, factory feel. Not to mention
the spectacular view of the mountain
Esja, the pride of Reykjavík, through
the building's huge windows facing
north. Essentially, KEX was transformed from an old biscuit factory and
renovated to its current state ("Kex"
being the Icelandic word for biscuit).
The results are impressive.
The menu is short and concise,
and fairly priced. Offering products
like sorrel, kale and dried catfish—it
is a renegade restaurant in its price
range. There are no starters per se,
which can easily be rectified with a
little imagination: combining salads
or side dishes with beer snacks to start
off the meal.
I chose deep-fried risotto dumplings, mixed with pancetta and served
with chilli-mayo (650 ISK) and my
companion chose a red beet salad
with Parma ham (1,950 ISK) from the
salad menu. The salad was extremely
appetising, the red beets baked to
perfection, still a bit firm and full of
flavour. The dish was sprinkled with a
nut mixture and topped with whipped
sour cream, blended together into
a rich, creamy, savoury mixture. The
risotto dumplings were also delicious
and surprisingly filling. The crisp deepfried coating was perfect for soaking
up the chilli-mayo, made in-house
daily from scratch according to the
chef. The risotto had a pinch of the
smokiness of pancetta, which made for
a very nice combination.

For the main course, my meaty
tooth screamed out for some osso
bucco (2,490 ISK). It was falling-ofthe-bone tender, which is of course
what you would expect. The sauce
could have done with a bit more
seasoning, needing a bit of that
"oomph" factor you crave in meaty,
hearty dishes. My companion had the
blackened salmon (2,250 ISK), a dish
rarely seen in Icelandic restaurants.
“Blackened" generally means well
seasoned, and it was indeed that way,
fried to give it a spicy crust. It was
perfectly cooked: flaky on the inside,
as it should be, and full of flavour.
It should be noted that the main
courses are usually not served with
huge sides, or with sides at all. The
sides have to be ordered separately,
which was what we did. French
"Sæmi" fries with cumin-mayo (850
ISK) and fried kale mixed with capers
and mustard seeds (550 ISK). The
Sæmi chips were lovely, although
perhaps not the perfect accompaniment with either of our dishes. I
would recommend them however
any day of the week, even on their
own with a glass of IPA. The kale left
something to be desired, however, as
it was a bit too drenched in sauce for
the flavour to be properly enjoyed—
although the saltiness of the capers
was refreshing in its own way.
All in all, dividing expectations between food and price, KEX is without
a doubt an above-average eatery. I am
glad to see that the kitchen has not
lost any of its ambition since it first
opened its doors. Oh, and did I mention that they have several craft beers
on tap?
BJÖRN TEITSSON
NANNA DÍS

Reykjavik

Est. 2012

FRENCH ONION SOUP

Icelandic Ísbúi cheese, croûtons
1.790.kr

MOULES MARINIÈRES

steamed mussels from Breiðafjörður
1.800.kr

FISH OF THE DAY
chef´s special
3.200.kr

101 ÓÐINSTORG REYKJAVÍK ÍSLAND SNAPSBISTRO.IS
snapsbistro@snapsbistro.is +354 5116677

One stop Apple shop
Macland is the only Apple service provider and reseller in downtown Reykjavík.

Laugavegur 17 | 580 7500 | macland.is

ESSENTIAL ICELAND
Amazing tour through a landscape of extreme contrasts.
Classic Iceland 4x4 tour including Þingvellir, Langjökull
Glacier, Lava Caves, Hot Springs and Waterfalls.
Daily Departures in April and May 2014
Price: 36.900 ISK.
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www.south.is

Ge
t
in the
an O
y I ffic
nf ia
or l T
m ou
at ri
io st
n
ce Gu
nt ide
er

South Iceland

Orkusýn
Hellisheiði s +354 412 5800, +354 660 9400,
orkusyn@orkusyn.is s www.orkusyn.is

A Geothermal Energy Exhibition
Stop by the Hellisheiði Geothermal Power
Plant and visit the Geothermal Energy
Exhibition in the visitors centre. The plant
is a striking example of how geothermal
energy is harnessed in a sustainable manner
in Iceland .
Experienced guides give informative
presentations backed by multimedia shows
about sustainable green energy as a global
energy source. Visit an exclusive collection
of minerals and stones.
Enjoy our coffee shop and browse through
our gift shop of local arts and crafts. Open
daily from 09:00 – 17:00.

Lindin
Lindarbraut 2, 840 Laugarvatn s +354 486 1262
s lindin@laugarvatn.is s www.laugarvatn.is

www.laugarvatn.is t 486 1262
Lindin Restaurant & Café Bistro, stands on
a firm foundation of culinary excellence that
has attracted patrons from around the world.
Lindin is located in the village of Laugarvatn,
right beside the lovely natural steam baths
and pool at Fontana Spa. The 45 minute
scenic drive from Reykjavik takes you
through enchanting landscapes between
Geysir/Gullfoss and Thingvellir, making this
an excellent choice for a day’s journey.

Hverabraut 1, Laugarvatn s +354 486 1400
fontana@fontana.is s www.fontana.is

Laugarvatn Fontana geothermal baths have
been used by locals as an open air spa since
the settlement of Iceland. The geothermal
baths are located on the shore of a lake
surrounded with a magnificent scenery
including well known volcanos.
The resort consists of baths that vary in size,
depth and temperature in addition to the
original and attracting steam rooms those
who are located on top of a boiling hot
spring, where healing steam simmers directly
from the ground through grids in the floor.
The wellness center was renovated in the
year of 2011 to honor the historic sites of the
bathing spot of Icelanders.

Búðarstíg 4, 820 Eyrarbakka s +354 483 3330

Reykjavik

Airport
Selfoss

Rauða Húsið, or The Red House, in Eyrarbakki
is countryside fine dining at its best. We have
been serving up melt-in-your mouth Icelandic
lamb and some of the best seafood in the
country in a historic house since 2005. The
quaint seaside town is a 45-minute scenic
drive from Reykjavík. Just 10 minutes from
Selfoss, it is ideally situated for a wonderful
meal to top off a Golden Circle or South Coast
tour. Open for dinner every evening from 5
p.m. and for lunch and dinner on weekends in
winter and every day from 1 May.

Hvolsvöllur

Þorlákshöfn

Stjörnusteinar 7 s 825 Stokkseyri
+354 4831800 s www.kvoldstjarnan.is s
kvoldstjarnan@simnet.is

,,The Guesthouse Kvöldstjarnan which is
situated in Stokkseyri, has 6 rooms and total
of 11 beds. 5 beds in a separate apartment
on second floor and 6 beds on the ground
floor. Both floors have fully equipped
kitchen. So why not stay awhile at the Star
on the shore?"

Austurvegi 7 - 800 Selfoss s +354 4821266
kaffikrus@kaffikrus.is s www.kaffikrus.is

Veitinga- og kaffihúsið Kaffi krús er 20
ára í ár. Kaffi krús er eitt elsta húsið á
Selfossi, byggt árið 1931 og er staðsett í
hjarta miðbæjarins á Selfoss. Matseðillinn
telur 60 rétti og á hverjum degi eru 8-12
heimabakaðar kökur í boði . Sólpallur við
húsið tekur um 70 manns og er fljótur að
fyllast á góðvirðisdögum.
Café/Restaurant Kaffi Krús has been around
for 20 years. It’s located in one of the oldest
houses in Selfoss, built in 1931. The menu
has 60 different courses and every day we
offer a variety of 8-12 homebaked cakes.
Seating available on the terrace, ideal for a
relaxing refreshment on sunny days.

+354 480 6800
geysir@geysircenter.is s www.geysircenter.is

Welcome to my home, Geysir.
Country hotel by the great Geyser and the
hot spring area.
Conference/meetings in a peaceful
surroundings. Activity in an extraordinary
scenery in a stunning nature. Swimming in
natural hot spring pool with pure Geyser
water or relax in our hot tubs. Gourmet
restaurant and Geyser by your window,
la carte, buffet or BBQ in the forest on
an open fire. Our motto is using local
ingredients of highest quality and freshness.
Be an Icelander and stay with us and live
the life that we do every day. Hiking in our
little forest Haukadalur, educate your family
in our Geysistofa multimedia museum and
enjoy our beautiful design store next door.

Vestmannabraut 28 s 900 Vestmannaeyjar
+354 481 2900 s www.hotelvestmannaeyjar.is
booking@hotelvestmannaeyjar.is

Geirland, 880 Kirkjubæjarklaustur
+354 487 4677 s geirland@centrum.is
www.geirland.is

Hótel Vestmannaeyjar allows guests to
explore the islands breath-taking scenery
while providing comfortable and relaxing
accommodation.
The hotel provides direct access to the
fantastic hiking and bird watching which the
island offers, while also providing exciting
activities and tours to help guests get the
most out of their stay.
Hotel Vestmannaeyjar offers flexible room
arrangements to suit all guests, from family
rooms to luxury suites.
Our bar and restaurant offers a
sophisticated area for guests to socialise.
Exquisite, locally sourced food, gives guests
a true taste of the island!

A unique experience in the countryside of
Iceland, located only 2 km from
Kirkjubæjar–klaustur. We offer total of 40
cozy rooms all with ensuite bathroom. Hótel
Geirland is the perfect choice for nature
lovers who like to walk, hike or simply enjoy
the beautiful surroundings and northern
lights. Our restaurant provides authentic
Icelandic food straight from the farm.
Mission of the hotel is to strive hard to
provide high standard personal service to
make the stay memorable and enjoyable for
the guests.

!USTURVEGI  (VERAGERI s   
LISTASAFN LISTASAFNARNESINGAIS s WWW
listasafnarnesinga.is

Give visit a chance - it might surprise you
Only 40 minutes drive from Reykjavik on
the Golden Circle in the geothermal town
Hveragerði.
Enjoy ambitious exhibitions of modern
and contemporary art in our four spacious
galleries.
A peaceful setting with wealth of art related
material supplied, and a small Café.

Austurvegur 21 s 800 Selfoss
www.fischersetur.is s +354 8941275

Höfn

LEGEND
FOOD/DRINK
ACCOMODATION
ACTIVITY

The Bobby Fischer Center houses memorabilia
of the world chess champion Robert James
Fischer. The Center also serves as a club house
for Skákfélag Selfoss and others that want to
play chess, offers chess classes, and hosts chess
tournaments. In addition, the Center has a small
chess library for those who want to learn more
about chess and offers lectures about the chess
game and other related matters.
From May 15th to Sept. 15th: open daily,
14.00 - 16.00 or appointment by contacting the
personnal at the Sjafnarblóm store on the first
floor at the Center Building.

Jökulsárlón
Jökulsárlón,Reynivöllum 3 / 781 / Hornafjörður s
tel. (+354) 4782222 s www.jokulsarlon.is
info@jokulsarlon.is

Jökulsárlón-Glacier lagoon, is one of
Icelands most visited places and that’s no
wonder. The lagoons unique scenery has long
inspired travellers from all over the world.
Visit this magical place and enjoy our
freshly made sandwiches and pastry at our
wonderful café. Why not have a meal while
you witness one of natures great spectacles
as Europes largest glacier crumbles away to
sea one enormous piece at a time. If you are
lucky you might even see some seals.
We have great offers for groups of various
sizes so make table reservations in advance.

Adventure tours

Víkurbraut 28 +354 487 1395
s info@vik.is www.visitvik.is

+354 587 9999 s mountainguides@
mountainguides.is s www.mountainguides.is

Katlacenter, information and security center
Vík í Mýrdal.
Katlacenter is located in the town of Vík.
Katlacenter hosts the local information
and security center. In Katlacenter you can
also find an amazing exhibition about the
volcano Katla and see how it has effected
the people who live in the area.
In winter it‘s open Monday – Thursday 09
– 16 and Fridays 09 – 13. Weekends closed.
From the 1. of mai – 1. oktober it‘s open from
early to late.

Icelandic Mountain Guides' Glacier Walks
are a safe but fun activity and a great way to
experience the wonders of the Icelandic
Nature. Glacier Walks are easy and
accessible for both individuals and groups
and have become one of the most popular
tourism activity in Iceland. Icelandic
Mountain Guides' Glacier Walks are
operated every day, all year on
Sóheimajökull glacier and in Skaftafell
national park from the 1st of February 2013.
Make Sure it's Mountain Guides.

Scheduled flights

Air Charter services

hotel or local tourist
pick up our brochure at your
us at eagleair.is
visit
or
information centre,

Day tours to
Vatnajökull Region
Reykjavík

Discover the natural wonders of Vatnajökull glacier and glacier lagoon

Höfn

Photo: Björgvin Hilmarsson

Members of South-Iceland Marketing Office:
Sveitarfélagið Árborg
Byggðasafn Árnesinga - Húsið
Guðmundur Tyrfingsson - GT Travel
Hótel Selfoss
Bed and Breakfast
Gesthús
Sea Side Cottages
Guesthouse Kvöldstjarnan
Fosstún
Kaffi Krús
Fjöruborðið
Rauða húsið
Menam
Handverksskúrinn
Geiri á Bakkanum
Gistiheimilið Bitra
Tryggvaskáli
The Bobby Fisher Center
Hveragerðisbær
Hveragarðurinn
Listasafn Árnesinga
Hótel Örk
Frumskógar
Iceland Activitities
Hofland setrið
Kjöt & Kúnst
Dalakaffi
Hótel Frost og funi
Sveitarfélagið Ölfus
Eldhestar
Hellisheiðarvirkjun
Sólhestar
Hendur í Höfn
Gistiheimilið Hjarðaból
Núpar
Flóahreppur
Gistiheimilið Lambastöðum
Iceland South Coast Travel
Þingborg
Countryhotel Vatnsholt
Gaulverjaskóli Hostel
Grímsnes- og Grafningshreppur
Eco village
Sesseljuhús
Gallery Vala
Hótel Grímsborgir
Útilífsmiðstöðin Úlfljótsvatn
Sólheimar Gesthús
Ion Luxury Adventure Hotel
Bláskógarbyggð
Ferðaþjónustan Úthlíð
Kerlingafjöll
Friðheimar
Skálholt
Iceland Riverjet
Farmhotel Efstidalur 2
Hótel Geysir
Guesthouse Skálinn
Gullfosskaffi
Hótel Gullfoss
Arctic rafting
Bjarkarhóll ehf
Iceland Safari
Geysir Green Guesthouse
Kjóastaðir 2
Laugarvatn Adventure
Laugarvatn Fontana
Gallerí Laugavatn
Lindin restaurant
Golden Circle Apartments
Héraðsskólinn Hostel & Travel Centre
Skeiða- og Gnúpverjahreppur
Steinsholt
Vorsabær 2
Hótel Hekla Golfv.
Hótel Hekla
Hrunamannahreppur
Syðra Langholt
Hótel Flúðir
Ásahreppur
Kálfholt
Rangárþing ytra
Hekluhestar
Heklusetur
Herríðarhóll
Hestheimar
Hótel Leirubakki
Hótel Rangá
Sagnagarður
Hótel Highland
Hrauneyjar Guesthouse

www.arborg.is
www.husid.com
www.gtyrfingsson.is
www.hotelselfoss.is
www.bandb.is
www.gesthus.is
www.seasidecottages.is
www.kvoldstjarnan.is
www.fosstun.is
www.kaffikrus.is
www.fjorubordid.is
www.raudahusid.is
www.menam.is
www.menningarstadur.123.is
www.guesthousebitra.is
www.tryggvaskali.is
www.fishersetur.is
www.hveragerdi.is
www.hveragerdi.is
www.listasafnarnesinga.is
www.hotelork.is
www.frumskogar.is
www.icelandactivities.is
www.hoflandsetrid.is
www.kjotogkunst.net
www.dalakaffi.is
www.frostogfuni.is
www.olfus.is
www.eldhestar.is
www.orkusyn.is
www.solhestar.is
www.hendurihofn.is
www.hjardarbol.is
www.nupar.is
www.floahreppur.is
www.lambastadir.is
www.isct.is
www.thingborg.net
www.hotelvatnsholt.is
www.south-hostel.is
www.gogg.is
www.solheimar.is
www.sesseljuhus.is
www.solheimar.is
www.grimsborgir.is
www.ulfljotsvatn.is
www.solheimar.is
www.ionhotel.is
www.blaskogabyggd.is
www.uthlid.is
www.kerlingarfjoll.is
www.fridheimar.is
www.skalholt.is
www.icelandriverjet.com
www.efstidalur.is
www.geysircenter.is
www.gljasteinn.is
www.gullfoss.is
www.hotelgullfoss.is
www.arcticrafting.is
www.garn.is
www.icelandsafari.com
www.geysirgreenguesthouse.is
www.goldencirlcleriding.is
www.caving.is
www.fontana.is
www.gallerilaugarvatn.is
www.laugarvatn.is
www.goldencircleapartments.is
www.heradsskolinn.is
www.skeidgnup.is
www.steinsholt.is
www.vorsabae2.is
www.hotelhekla.is
www.hotelhekla.is
www.fludir.is
www.sydralangholt.is
www.hotelfludir.is
www.asahreppur.is
www.kalfholt.is
www.ry.is
www.hekluhestar.is
www.leirubakki.is
www.herridarholl.is
www.hestheimar.is
www.leirubakki.is
www.hotelranga.is
www.sagnagardur.land.is
www.hotelhighland.is
www.hrauneyjar.is

Hekla Cabins - Rjúpnavellir
Icelandic Horse World - visitor center
Hótel Lækur
Landborgir
Árhús
Guesthouse Nonni
Rangárþing eystra
Sögusetrið
Skógarsafn
Hellishólar
South Iceland Adventure
Southcoast Adventure
Country Hotel Anna
Hótel Hvolsvöllur
Gestastofan Þorvaldseyri
Hótel Fljótshlíð / Smáratún
Eldstó
Kaffi Langbrók
Eldfjallaskálarnir Húsadal / Volcano Huts
Söluskálinn Björkin
Skálakot
Welcome Hotel Lambafell
Hótel Skógar
Hótel Skógafoss
Mýrdalshreppur
Kötlusetur
Halldórskaffi
Þakgil - camping site with cabins
Arcanum-ferðaþjónusta
Íslenskir Fjallaleiðsögumenn
Víkurprjón / Icewear
Hótel Lundi
Hótel Katla - Höfðabrekka
Café Sólheimajökull
Hótel Vík í Mýrdal
Ströndin restaurant
Skaftárhreppur
Kirkjubæjarstofa
Ferðaþjónustan Hunkubökkum
Hótel Laki
Hótel Geirland
Hótel Klaustur
Hólasport
Hólaskjól
Islandia hotel Núpar
Sveitarfélagið Hornafjörður
Skaftafellsstofa
Þórbergssetur
Hofsnes
Jökulsárlón
Hólmur Ferðaþjónusta
Hoffell / GlacierWorld
Gerði Gistiheimili
Hali Guesthouse
Country Hotel Smyrlabjörg
Tjaldsvæðið Höfn
Brunnhóll Ferðaþjónusta
Fosshótel Vatnajökull
Hótel Höfn
Glacier guides
Local Guide / Öræfaferðir
Humarhöfnin
Vatnajökull travel
Ís & ævintýri /Jöklajeppar
Ríki Vatnajökuls
Hof 1 Hótel
Atlantsflug
Sagnheimar
Sæheimar
Hótel Vestmannaeyjar
Hótel Eyjar
Rib Safari
Viking Tours
STUDIO 7
Kynnisferðir / Reykjavík Excursions
Snæland Grímsson
Allra handa / Iceland Excursions
Trex hópferðamiðstöð
Ferðaskrifstofan Esja
HL Adventure
Fjallamenn / Mountaineers of Iceland
Katla Geopark
Ferðafélag Íslands
Norðurflug
Ernir
Víkingaslóðir ehf.
Pink Iceland
Harpa Yachts (Snekkjan ehf)

www.rjupnavellir.is
www.iceworld.is
www.hotellaekur.is
www.landborgir.is
www.arhus.is
www.bbiceland.com
www.hvolsvollur.is
www.njala.is
www.skogasafn.is
www.hellisholar.is
www.siadv.is
www.southadventure.is
www.hotelanna.is
www.hotelhvolsvollur.is
www.icelanderupts.is
www.smaratun.is
www.eldsto.is
www.rang.is/langbrok
www.volcanohuts.com
www.skalakot.com
www.lambafell.is
www.hotelskogar.is
www.hotelskogafoss.is
www.vik.is
www.kotlusetur.is
www.halldorskaffi.is
www.thakgil.is
www.arcanum.is
www.mountainguides.is
www.icewear.is
www.hotellundi.is
www.hotelkatla.is
www.hoteledda.is/hotels/hotel-edda-vik
www.strondin.is
www.klaustur.is
www.kbkl.is
www.hunkubakkar.is
www.hotellaki.is
www.geirland.is
www.icelandairhotels.is/hotels/klaustur
www.holasport.is
www.eldgja.is
www.islandiahotel.is
www.hornafjordur.is
www.vjp.is
www.thorbergssetur.is
www.hofsnes.com
www.jokulsarlon.is
www.eldhorn.is/mg/gisting
www.hoffell.com
www.farmholidays.is/FarmDetails.aspx?No=595
www.hali.is
www.smyrlabjorg.is
www.campsite.is
www.brunnholl.is
www.fosshotel.is/is/fosshotel/fosshotel-vatnajokull
www.hotelhofn.is
www.glacierguides.is
www.localguide.is
www.humarhofnin.is
www.vatnajokull.is
www.glacierjeeps.is
www.visitvatnajokull.is
www.hof1.is
www.atf.is
www.sagnheimar.is
www.saeheimar.is
www.hotelvestmannaeyjar.is
www.hoteleyjar.eyjar.is
www.ribsafari.is
www.vikingtours.is
www.woolshop.is
www.re.is
www.snaeland.is
www.grayline.is
www.trex.is
www.esjatravel.is
www.hl.is
www.mountaineers.is
www.katlageopark.is
www.fi.is
www.heli.is
www.ernir.is
www.vikingaslodir.is
www.pinkiceland.is
www.harpayachts.is

