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Editorial | Anna Andersen

ICELAND IS FEELING PRETTY INSULAR
Anna’s 38th Editorial
Come this time of year Icelandic households start receiving glossy catalogues in
the mail with package deals to sunny destinations like Crete and Benidorm. It’s all
the same: page after page of hotels with
swimming pools that are a stone’s throw
away from the beach. After all, what else
could you want from a vacation when you
spend most of your life trapped on a cold
island?
The truth is Iceland has felt particularly
insular this last month, but it has more to
do with the public discourse than it does
with the fact that we are, geographically
speaking, pretty isolated over here in the
middle of the North Atlantic. Going back
on their campaign promise, the government announced plans to cancel Iceland’s
EU accession talks without consulting the
nation via referendum (read more on page
12). As if breaking promises wasn’t bad
enough, some of what our ministers and
members of parliament have uttered in the
ensuing discussion has been downright
embarrassing.
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For starters, MP Vigdís Hauksdóttir claimed
on the Icelandic TV programme ‘Mín
skoðun’ (“My Opinion”) that Europe is currently in the grip of famine and that Malta is
not a sovereign nation, comparing it to the
Westman Islands where 4,000 or so Icelanders live. When the magazine ‘Kvennablaðið’
(“The Women's Paper”) compiled these
gaffes into an article called ‘Viskubrunnur
Vigdísar’ ("Vigdís' Fountain of Wisdom"),
Vigdís took to her Facebook page to publicly encourage a cosmetics company to
pull its advertisements. Similarly confused
about how freedom of the press works,
Minister for Foreign Affairs Gunnar Bragi
Sveinsson said that, due to perceived bias
in EU reporting, he will no longer grant Iceland’s state broadcasting service interviews
unless he is permitted to set the terms—as
if that were a thing outside of, I don’t know,
North Korea (more on page 8).
An escape from Iceland does indeed
sound pretty appealing these days, but
I’m not sure if a simple sunny destination
is the answer. I recently stumbled across an
interview with Iceland’s aforementioned
Minister for Foreign Affairs in which he was
asked, “If you could jump on a plane and go
anywhere, where would you go?” and he
answered, “to the sun in Benidorm with the
family.” Is it too presumptuous to suggest
that he and perhaps others in government
start soaking up something more than the
sun when they go abroad?
Now turn to page 14 to read our feature
interview with Vigdís Finnbogadóttir (not
Hauksdóttir), Iceland’s former president
and the world’s first democratically elected
female head of state. At the age of 83, she
has a thing or two to say about Icelandic
discourse.
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“Way Over Yonder In The Minor Key”
Just Another Snake Cult
Download NOW at www.grapevine.is
American “Dust Bowl Troubadour” Woody
Guthrie wrote “Way Over Yonder In The Minor Key” during his most productive years in
the ‘40s on Coney Island’s Mermaid Avenue.
It wasn’t until the late ‘90s, however, that the
song was first recorded by singer-songwriter
Billy Bragg. Just Another Snake Cult’s lo-fi cover takes the track in an entirely new direction,
replacing Billy’s acoustic guitar, Hammond
organ and cheerful folk theme with a cello,
synth and intimate indie vibe. The thoughtful
rendition coupled with singer Þórir’s eccentric
vocals certainly make the chorus “there ain’t
nobody that can sing like me” ring truer than
ever before. We encourage readers to check
out JASC’s album release concert for ‘Cupid
Makes A Fool Of Me’ at KEX Hostel on March
15—said album earned the band a nomination for local paper DV’s 2013 Culture Awards.
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Sour grapes & stuff

by the sea

and a delicious lobster

MOST AWESOME LETTER

at Fjörubordid in Stokkseyri

From: Jacob Kruse <krusja03@luther.edu>
To: [The Icelandic Association of Chicago]

At the seashore the giant lobster makes
appointments with mermaids and landlubbers.
He waves his large claws, attracting those desiring
to be in the company of starfish and lumpfish.

Spör ehf.

To the Icelandic Association of Chicago:

Reykjavík
Eyrarbakki

Stokkseyri
- The Seashore restaurant

> Only 45 minutes drive from Reykjavík
Eyrarbraut 3, 825 Stokkseyri, Iceland · Tel. +354 483 1550
Fax. +354 483 1545 · info@fjorubordid.is · www.fjorubordid.is
Summer opening hours: Mon - Sun 12:00 to 22:00

Hello, my name is Jacob Kruse and I am excited to share with
you that I have been chosen as a 2014 Snorri participant!
I am a second year student at Luther College in Decorah,
Iowa; studying Music Education. Even though I attend college
in Iowa, my home town is Marshfield, Wisconsin. Because the
Snorri program encourages the students to reach out to their
local Icelandic organizations for financial assistance, I have
chosen to contact you because Chicago is connected to my
family story.
I have quite an interesting story to share of my Icelandic
heritage. My Icelandic ancestors have been lost to my family
for over three generations due to the tragedies that occurred
when my ancestors arrived in America in 1891. My Great-Great
Grandmother was a little girl under the age of six when she lost
her entire family. Her birth mother died a few years before in
Iceland in 1887, a week after the youngest brother was born.
Her father remarried in 1890 and on their journey to America
in 1891, her new step-mother died and was buried at sea. After
arriving in Chicago, Illinois with her three other siblings, her
father died from a fatal gunshot wound to the head on the
streets of Chicago in May of the same year. She was placed in
Chicago’s Half Orphan Asylum with her sister and two younger
brothers.
Her relatives in Iceland tried desperately to retrieve the
children but it became a legal court battle involving the Governor of Illinois, a questionable guardian, a Governor of Iceland,
and a corrupt lawyer who was later disbarred. My Great-Great
Grandmother, Hrefna Pállsdottir Eggerz, was adopted into an
American family before someone from Iceland could return
her to Iceland. Her sister was adopted into a different American
family and her oldest brother died at the age of four in the
orphanage in September of 1891. The youngest brother was
the only one to be returned to family in Iceland. The youngest
brother returned to America when he was a young man to find
his sisters. He traveled to San Francisco and was there only one
week when he died from accidental carbon monoxide poisoning
at the age of twenty-two.
This information was only recently uncovered over the past
four years by my mother because when Hrefna was adopted,
her name was changed to Edna Crozier. We did not know her
Icelandic name and her Icelandic family could not locate her because they did not know her American name. She died in Iowa
as a young mother and none of our family knew of her past
except that she had come from Iceland and was adopted into the
Crozier family. The name Eggerz was found on a piece of paper
in an old book that was found after my Great-Grandmother
died. It was one of the keys to unlock the door to the mystery of
our Icelandic past.
In the past four years, my mother has reconnected our

family with my Great-Great Grandmother’s long lost sister’s
descendants, also in the United States. They, too, were unaware
of their Icelandic family. It has been quite a journey for all of us.
I spent a day at Rosehill Cemetery in Chicago, Illinois on a very
hot summer day in 2010 helping my parents and siblings dig
for underground grave markers to find the right gravesite for
the little brother, Sigurður Sivertsen Pállsson Eggerz, who had
died in Chicago’s Half Orphan Asylum over one hundred years
earlier. We also found the unmarked grave of the father, Páll Eggerz, who was shot. Many members of my family came together
to buy headstones to mark their graves so they could be known
and claimed by our family.
I don’t believe my Icelandic family ever intended to leave
Iceland permanently. They were people who loved their families
and their country. Genealogy was also very important to my
Great-Great Grandmother’s maternal grandfather, Sigurður
Brynjolfsson Sivertsen, the clergyman who served at Utskalar for fifty years. The discovery of our Icelandic past is even
more significant on the Sivertsen side due to the fact that
my Great-Great Grandmother’s offspring and the line of her
sister are the only surviving family line of Sigurður Brynjolfsson Sivertsen and his wife Helga Helgadottir through their
daughter Ragnheiður, who was the only one of their children to
have children. Ragnheiður was the mother of my Great-Great
Grandmother, the one who died a week after giving birth to the
youngest brother.
I am so honored to be chosen as a 2014 Snorri participant.
My only concern is that I won’t be able to come up with all of the
money needed by the April deadline. All of the money I make
each summer goes to help pay my tuition at Luther College
where I have an Academic Presidential Scholarship that covers
only half of the yearly price. I also work in the student cafeteria
during the school year but cannot save near the amount I need
by April. I have maxed out my student loans for this year. I have
a full load of classes this spring semester in addition to music
activities so a second job is not possible at this time. I would
appreciate any assistance your organization could offer- monetarily or informational.
Thank you for your time in reading about my story. I look
forward to having the opportunity to travel to Iceland and learn
about the culture and history of my family.
Bless, Bless,
Jacob Kruse
Great-Great-Great-Great Grandson of Petur Friðriksson Eggerz
and Sigurður Brynjolfsson Sivertsen
Hæ, JacobYour email and family story have preceded you to Iceland. We
hope that in sharing them with our readers, perhaps some
generous souls will get in touch with you and contribute to your
cause. Gangi þér vel! We hope to see you in Iceland soon.
The Grapevine

YOUR PRIZE FOR THAT MOST AWESOME LETTER OF YOURS IS:
AN ICELANDIC LAMB MEAL FOR TWO AT HRESSINGARSKÁLINN (HRESSÓ)
Dear reader. We love you very much, especially those of you that write us letters all the time. In
fact we love you so much that we keep trying to reward you somehow for writing us those letters.
They entertain us, and they keep us informed of what our readers think. That is a pretty great
deal. Now. Whoever wrote this issue’s MOST AWESOME LETTER gets a prize. And it’s a pretty
great one. Like this delicious meal of ICELANDIC LAMB FOR TWO AT HRESSÓ, that our winner
can treat themselves and a date to! And may we say that Hressó do a really tasty job cooking up
our local mountain-roamers. Lucky, lucky winner! And if you for some reason didn’t write this
issue’s MOST AWESOME LETTER, you can always try again later.
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Fashion | Facial Hair

The Fuzzy Face Of Iceland
What do Icelandic men have to say about their facial hair?

FEBRUARY

NEWS IN BRIEF
by Larissa Kyzer

— By Ben Smick

February, short month though it
is, was chock-full of newsworthy
debates, debacles, happenings and
protests. But although the issues
range broadly, it’s clear that many
Icelanders aren’t in the mood to take
much sitting down.

Alisa Kalyanova

The silence of the barbershop is accentuated by the sharp metallic snipping of scissors. In the centre of
the room three barber chairs occupied by patrons face full-length mirrors decorated by antique, goldpainted frames. I know I've come to the right place for some serious barbering. One of the hair dressers,
a hulking man with spectacles and large, immaculate hands approaches me and gestures that I should
take a seat, but I shake my head and begin to explain that I'm not here for a haircut: I'm here for answers.
Arriving about a month ago one of the
first things I noticed about the face of Iceland was the fact that it was, well, fuzzy. It
seems that wherever I look I see another
beard waiting to be tugged. The streets
are flooded with beards—beards pushing baby strollers through the park, beards
having lunch at cafés, beards washing
shop windows. Red goatees, blonde sideburns, black imperials. Here a beard, there
a beard, everywhere a BEARD! So I became
determined to find out why so many more
Icelanders seem to have facial hair than
men elsewhere, and what exactly this profusion of bearded men had to say about
Iceland's fuzzy face.

Facial Hair Is In
My quest brings me to this barbershop
called Hárhornið. After explaining my
interest in facial hair, owner Torfi Geirmundsson pulls out his iPad to show me
a photo blog called 'Beards in Iceland' by
American photographer Pat Moriearty.
As we scroll through the pictures of Icelandic men with giant bushels of facial
hair, Torfi tells me that he's been a hairdresser in Iceland for more than forty
years and taught barbering at the Technical College Reykjavík before going on to
open his own shop.
As a teacher many years ago, Torfi
says he couldn't find models with large
enough beards for his students to practice
their full beard trimming techniques. But
nowadays it seems there's a large beard
looking for a free trim on every street
corner in downtown Reykjavík. The blog
displays photograph after photograph of
Icelandic men with full Santa Claus-like
beards hanging down to their chests that
might surprise an outsider. For anyone
used to walking down Laugavegur, however, these photos are far from shocking
and feel more like a montage of the more
expansive beards you'll see on your Saturday morning walk to the grocery store
than anything exotic or outrageous.
Torfi explains to me that Icelanders
are participating in a greater worldwide
beard-growing trend, but the beards may
be more obvious in Iceland, a country
where everyone follows the latest fashion
trends, be it a pair of wingtips or a particular haircut. As beard fashion makes its
comeback there's been more and more
interest in shaving with a straight razor,
harkening back to that classier James

Bond-esque masculinity. Being able to
touch up your beard with a straight razor
has become a sign-post of manly sophistication, he says, waving his hand at shelves
of brightly-coloured boxes of straight razors to my right, which he started selling
five years ago and range in price anywhere
from 10,000 to 28,000 ISK (90–250 USD).

Hands Off My Beard!
Modern beard fashion isn't all champagne
and tuxedos, however, as neglected scraggly beards—like those featured in the
'Beards in Iceland' blog—have become
more and more popular as well. Torfi tells
me that the majority of modern beard
growers, at least in Iceland, are in their
twenties and prefer a 'hands off' beardstyle, wanting their facial hair to look as
if nobody has done anything to maintain
it. “They want their beard to look like Karl
Marx’s or something—long, especially
in the front. They don't like straight lines
here,” Torfi says, tracing a line under his
neck in the classic decapitation gesture.
Twenty-eight-year-old Kristján Aage,
who has been a hairstylist and owner
of the Sjoppan hair salon in Iceland for
the past four years, seems to agree. “Too
stylised a beard doesn't look that good,”
says Kristján, who's had his own neatly
cropped brown beard for ten years. “You
have to maintain it a little bit or else you're
going to look like a homeless person. It's
about finding a balance. You can trim it
a little bit, but it still has to look like it’s
grown out naturally.”
While modern beard fashion stresses
that it's not cool to look like you put too
much effort into grooming, when it
comes to having a full beard, Kristján and
Torfi are adamant that maintenance is
key. “Sometimes you take off a long beard
and it's dirty, full of dead skin cells and
everything else because it hasn’t been
washed enough,” Torfi explains, his voice
rising in frustration. “Hair gets ten times
dirtier than your hands, and you wash
your hands all the time. Why not your
beard?”
That’s not to say that everyone with
a big beard is growing it out of pure laziness. Real beard aficionados know
the importance of keeping a large beard
healthy and clean. “It's somewhat ironic,”
says Thomas Brorsen Smidt, a 28-year-old
kindergarten teacher who has grown his
beard for eight years. “Back in the day, a

big beard would smell like motor oil and
yesterday's food, but today you know, it
smells like tea tree oil or whatever it is
people put in it.”

Hobo No More
With facial hair fashion shifting towards
more unkempt, hands-off styles, the
negative stereotype around large scraggly
beards has been on the decline in Iceland.
Most Icelanders I’ve spoken to claim that
it wouldn’t be out of place to show up to
a job interview with a full beard and that
it wouldn’t be strange to be greeted by a
scruffy bank teller.
There's a marked difference, however,
between how Icelanders and foreigners
interact with people sporting grungy
beards. “Tourists have actually literally
crossed the street to get away from me,”
says 29-year-old fiction author Kjartan
Yngvi Björnsson. “It tends to happen
when I'm with a friend of mine, Árni, as
we're both kind of tall and have big bushy
beards,” Kjartan says. “The other day we
were walking up Laugavegur and we had

the whole sidewalk to ourselves. It’s kind
of funny; I suppose people get scared.”
That’s not to say that Icelanders have
always been so tolerant. Shortly after my
visit to Torfi's shop I meet 44-year-old Ólafur Örn Ólafsson, who has been growing
his Charles Darwin-esque beard for the
past ten years. “When I first started growing my beard people didn't hesitate to tell

“The streets are flooded
with beards—beards pushing baby strollers through
the park, beards having
lunch at cafés, beards washing shop windows.”
me what a hobo I was,” Ólafur tells me, recalling the general stigma of laziness and
uncouthness that traditionally surrounds
beards. “But it's not like that anymore,” he
goes on with a chuckle, “we're winning.”

Hörður Sveinsson

The Face Of Iceland Is Extra
Fuzzy This Month
The face of Iceland is actually unrepresentatively fuzzy this month thanks
to Mottumars or “Moustache March.”
The Icelandic Cancer Society's response to Movember and other new
lifestyle fundraising programmes,
Mottumars is a month-long moustache growing competition in which
participants from around Iceland raise
money to help fight cancers affecting
men. Participants raise money for the
cause and enter their photo to the
Mottumars website where people donate to their favourite 'stache. At the

end of the competition a winner is selected based in part on the amount of
money a participant raised and in part
by a committee's vote. As Mottumars
begins its seventh year, the Icelandic
Cancer Society hopes to raise around
30 million ISK, which is what they’ve
been raising for the past few years.
Anyone wishing to compete can register individually or as part of a team by
visiting the Mottumars website, www.
mottumars.is. Also go there to donate.

Perhaps most notable on the international stage is the ruling coalition’s
proposal to preemptively end EU
accession talks. This proposal has
sparked a series of protests as well
as the circulation of a petition against
the withdrawal which has garnered
roughly 48,000 signatures. It also
contradicts the Independence Party’s
election stance that "the people will
make the decision on EU accession by
public referendum during the election
term,” although this hasn’t seemed
terribly important to Prime Minister
Sigmundur Davíð Gunnlaugsson. As
he stated in a late-February interview,
it’s the government’s stance that “Iceland is better off without the European
Union.” He also suggested that the
angry protesters should “maybe calm
down a little.”

Right. Who else is unlikely to “calm
down” this month? How about the
upper-secondary school teachers
who have been in contract debates
and protesting insufficient wages
since December? Citing “the apathy
of the Icelandic government,” and
“harsh budget cuts,” these educators
have received vocal support from students who have shown their solidarity
through rallies outside of parliament
and t-shirts with supportive slogans.
They’ve not yet come to any agreements on salary increases, however,
and may go on strike in March.

One glimmer of positivity this month
came, unsurprisingly, thanks to
Eurovision. Iceland’s contender for the
2014 Song Contest will be the quartet
Pollapönk, the members of which
are all kindergarten teachers from
Hafnarfjörður (two members used to
be in the post-punk band Botnleðja).
Their song, “Enga Fordoma” (“No
Prejudice”), will be performed in
English at Eurovision, featuring lyrics
translated by John Grant. Bright
Future MP Óttarr Proppé is a backup
singer in the band, although it is
unclear if he will be able to leave his
parliamentary duties to take part in
the contest.

Continues over
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So What's This Silly Talk In
Parliament I Keep Hearing About?
— by Kári Tulinius

FEBRUARY

NEWS IN BRIEF

Illustration by Lóa Hjálmtýsdóttir

Politicians say the darnedest things. That has been
true at least since their words were commonly recorded in hieroglyphics. For people to take notice, the
volume of silly talk from politicians must be very large
or what they say has to be especially ridiculous. In the
last couple of weeks, both of these things have been
the case.
It can't be worse than when Pharaoh
Mentuhotep II called General Intef "a
cowardly penis horse."
It is hard to pick just a single low
point, but perhaps the most telling
of the many low points was the spat
between the Minister of Finance
and Top Banana of the Independence Party Bjarni Benediktsson
and the Second Banana of the Social
Democratic Alliance Katrín Júlíusdóttir. It is so juvenile that it's hard
to explain what happened without
slipping into teenspeak.
Please do. Nothing's funnier than
when adults imitate teens.
Katrín was speaking in Parliament,
like, what's the hurry 'cause we have
plenty of time to discuss this 'cause
there are no other big issues up for
debate. Then Bjarni got all up in her
face by putting the parliamentary
schedule on the podium as she was
speaking. She got all angry and
called him a goddamn dirtbag. Then
he got all yeah right and told her,
like, calm down. She got furious and
got in an argument with the Speaker
about whether Bjarni was being an
unprecedented dirtbag, or just a
precedented one.
This sounds less like something that
happened in reality and more like a
scene from reality television.
Once you start to look at the last
couple of weeks through the lens of
a reality TV camera, everything falls
into place. This is the moment in the
season where everything spirals out
of control. Things seem to be going
well and then suddenly a series of

Keeping the themes of acceptance
and mutual respect in mind, many
Icelanders’ eyes were on Russia
last month. Prior to the start of the
Olympic Games, several of Iceland’s
leading queer organisations encouraged Iceland’s politicians to boycott
the ceremonies, or at the very least to
“hold aloft the banner of the rights of
queer people.” For his part, Minister
of Education and Cultural Affairs Illugi
Gunnarsson wore a rainbow scarf
although he did not have the opportunity to discuss queer rights with
Putin while in Russia. President Ólafur
Ragnar Grímsson and his wife Dorrit
Moussaieff did have an audience with
the Russian leader, but based on the
big smiles and hearty handshakes, it
seems clear that Ólafur Ragnar didn’t
rock the boat.

small clashes turns a peaceful episode of Iceland's Next Top Minister
into a houseful of people yelling at
each other incoherently.
What triggered the meltdown? Did
someone cheat to get a Cheese Tiara
of Immunity?
What kicked things off was the decision of Minister of Foreign Affairs
Gunnar Bragi Sveinsson to put forth
a proposal to formally withdraw
Iceland's application to join the EU.
This pissed people off, as both government parties had repeatedly said
ahead of last year's election that they
would hold a referendum on whether or not Iceland would continue
talks with the EU. What made this
particularly silly was the repeated
attempt by the government to explain away their campaign promises
as a precautionary measure, unlucky
phrasing, or something they mistook for a small, flightless bird.
You made that last bit up about the
flightless bird... right?
I did. The whole debate got off to an
odd start when the human tornado
of angry weirdness that is Chair of
Parliament's Budget Committee
Vigdís Hauksdóttir started spinning. On a TV show she said both
that a famine was ravaging Europe
and that Malta was not an independent country. Then things got a bit
more uncomfortable when she took
offense at a piece that was written
about her in an internet magazine
and called on the company whose
advertisement appeared alongside
the article to stop advertising on
that website.

Isn't that the same politician who
threatened state broadcaster RÚV
with budget cuts and then followed
through on those threats?
Yes. Not only that but Gunnar Bragi
at one point refused to be interviewed by RÚV unless certain conditions were met. He has in the past
criticised them for being one-sided
in their coverage of the EU dispute.
The next day a study was released
that showed that RÚV was far from
being one-sided, and in fact was a
little bit more likely to give anti-EU
sentiments more airtime.
Ouch! That has to be a low point for
that guy.
The furore kicked up by his proposal
to end negotiations with the EU has
resulted in a series of low points for
him. The lowest was during parliamentary debate when he shouted at
the former finance minister: “At least

I did not lie to parliament like you!”
Later he apologised for his words,
only to qualify that apology—by
qualify I mean retract—by saying
that he still thought the former minister was a liar.
Surely someone has come out of this
with a shred of dignity?
Mostly it has been the politicians
who have kept quiet. The best indication of how bad things are is the
fact that the person acclaimed as the
voice of reason, a former right-wing
minister for education and culture,
got the nod for a series of comments
that included calling members of
the government "blackshirts." Yes,
things got so bad that calling people
Nazis amounted to calm, reasoned
discourse. It is a wonder no one was
called a cowardly penis horse.

THE NUMBER 1 MUSIC STORE

IN EUROPE ACCORDING TO

LONELY PLANET
SKÓLAVÖRÐUSTÍG 15, 101 REYKJAVÍK AND HARPA CONCERT HALL

Elsewhere in sinking ships, a distress
signal sent out from Faxaflói bay in
early February mobilized a team of 180
people, including the Coast Guard’s
divers, rescue boats, and helicopter.
With no ships unaccounted for in the
harbour, the distress call was eventually announced as a hoax and put
under investigation with the police.
Unfortunately, this fake call was not
the only one of its kind this month: a
13-year-old Icelandic boy called in a
false bomb threat to WOW air, stranding a plane travelling from London on
the Keflavík runway and forcing it to
be evacuated.

When you need to reconfirm your faith
in human goodness, there is generally
a cat story at hand, particularly in
Iceland. Cat lovers banded together to
save Bjósi the kitten after he was run
over by a car and seriously injured.
Warm-hearted do-gooders raised the
necessary 200,000 ISK for Bjósi’s vet
bills in just ten hours via a crowdfunding campaign.

Continues over
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Society | Discourse

Here Come The Moderators
Icelandic discourse in a nutshell…
— By Atli Þór Fanndal
Aníta Not Selected As
Iceland’s Athlete Of The Year

2013 Fatal Plane Crash
Recording Aired On Television

The President And
PM’s New Year Addresses

The Ljost.is Leak Of
Financial Documents

Fiasco Over MP Bank
Benefiting From New Bank Levy

Þjórsárver Highlands
Conservation Increase
Rescinded

Minister Of Industry
And Her Chocolate
Kleinur (Women Who
Benefit From
Affirmative Action)

Vine Social Media
Stars Appear In
Smáralind
Shopping Centre

Ex-PM Geir H. Haarde’s
Racist Article Resurfaces
After 50 Years

State-Funded Artist
Wages Under Scrutiny

Committee Says Revoking
The Indexation Of Loans
Is Unfeasible
Icelandic Politicians
Visit Sochi Olympics
Björn Bragi’s Nazi
Simile Made During
Iceland-Austria
Handball Match

Intestine Content Found
In Whale Beer

Interview With Economist
Guðrún Johnsen On The Collapse
Domestic Data Downloads
Charged At Foreign Rate

Hjálmar Gíslasson

Icelanders tend to agree on one thing, and one thing only: the horrid state of
discourse in this country. Any other topic is automatically polarizing. Find yourself against the wall in any discussion, rest assure you can always hide a lack
of knowledge by turning the conversation to the dismal state of the debate. Try
it—see how quickly people line up to agree.

take some responsibility and you’ll see
this in action: a moderator will rarely fail
to mention that at sometime in the past
you remained silent when some other
politician did something completely unrelated and not remotely relevant.

One Uproar After Another
No matter the topic of conversation, the
debate will go like this: 320,000 experts
will immediately appear, everyone sharing their expertise via Facebook. (Yes,
where once we used to meet for a coffee
and a chat like normal people, Icelanders have now, for all intents and purposes, replaced human contact and public
debates with statuses, links and likes.)
But no matter how much heat an
issue generates upon its debut, within
minutes—before you can even fake
an interest—the discussion will have
shifted, with camps dividing on whether
the issue even merits our time or if our
energy would be better spent elsewhere.
This is the cue for someone to introduce
another conversation into the mix. Some
of the experts will dig in, defending the
vital significance of the first issue. Other
experts will decide the second topic is far
more important and will promptly divert

their attention. A select few will try to
balance both discussions. And then, finally, a notable group of commentators
presents itself: the moderators.

The Burden Of Sanity
Debate anything in Iceland and you are
bound to meet a moderator. They’re
everywhere—chances are you’re one
yourself. Presenting his or herself as
the voice of reason, a moderator bears
the burden of sanity in the otherwise
barbaric world of Iceland’s public debate.
Staking a unique and individual claim
on reason is a popular pastime in this
country.
Moderators are inveterate explainers,
earnestly pushing others to see reason
and change their erroneous ways. Moderators will start by explaining that the
debate should be better framed. More

focused. They lament the lack of factbased arguments and how hysterical
the discussion has become. They will
tell you that actually, the issue at hand is
quite simple. And if you’d just look deeper, you’d see that it all comes down to basic principles and is therefore a lot more
clean cut than you realise. In a firm, but
fatherly way, moderators explain the big
picture and remind you that while we all
share certain principles, principles that
shouldn’t be that hard to live by, we need
to be realistic. Be calm, the moderators
intone. Don’t get carried away with issues that aren’t important. Issues that
they don’t find important, that is.
Because you see, while moderators
are quick to brush off concerns beneath
their own notice, they are equally quick
to condemn their fellow citizens’ apathy
towards those issues they deem to be of
great importance. Call for a politician to

Are Icelanders just addicted to turmoil
or is there such a thing as functional debate here? These were among the questions that pushed Hjálmar Gíslason,
the founder and CEO of Datamarket, to
visually map Icelanders’ conversations
for 42 days. Every uproar, one after another. The resulting graph clearly reveals
the short attention span of Icelandic debate: a news item will dominate every
medium in the country for a few hours
before disappearing completely, never
to be mentioned again. Almost nothing
survives the initial quarrel stage and
continues on for a full and comprehensive discussion. Instead, attentions are
distracted by new outrages, or by outrage
at all the outrage.
It is important to note that Hjálmar
readily admits that his method is in no
way scientific nor terribly accurate. And
his graph does reveal two topics that

outlast the status quo. The first of these
revolved around a new governmental
bank levy, which appears to be an intentionally designed tax-free status for
a particular Icelandic bank. The second
centred on whether Icelandic politicians
should have attended the Sochi Olympics. Those two subjects kept people
enraged for slightly longer than usual—
two whole days.

Everything In Moderation
Are we Icelanders wasting time and
energy by constantly expressing our
shock and anger over any and every issue which is tossed our way? Yes—nothing is gained by this. Equally, nothing is
gained by attempting to police everyone
but yourself. Perhaps us moderators
could spend a little more time focusing
on an actual issue instead of harping on
the fallacy that is debate in Iceland. Especially given that this is the one topic
which Icelanders have already reached
an agreement on: We all think it sucks!

ð
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Politics | The EU

In Love And In Hate With The
European Union
— By Catharine Fulton
forward. By December 2012, 27 of the
EU’s 35 ‘community acquis’ chapters
(legislation, legal acts, and court decisions which constitute the body of EU
law) had been opened in the negotiations and 11 had already been closed,
meaning Iceland’s policies in 11 areas
were in line with the EU’s.

garding the future of Iceland's membership application is entirely up to
Iceland. The EU does not interfere in
the Icelandic decision-making process.
The EU would be ready to continue the
accession negotiations if and when Iceland decides to do so, but will acknowl-

“Like a teenage girl told
whom she can and cannot date, the Icelandic
people responded with
an increased indication of
wanting to join the EU.”

But Then They Weren’t In
Power

Matt Eisman

To EU or not to EU? That’s… not exactly the question. As Icelanders have amassed
in the thousands at Austurvöllur over the past few weeks, they haven't been protesting in favour of joining the European Union. It’s more preliminary than that.
What Icelanders want is, quite simply, to vote on whether the government should
continue accession talks with the EU or unilaterally scrap the 5-year-old effort, as
the ruling coalition in Alþingi aims to do.
This show of unity—ref lected also in a
48,000-signature strong (at the time of
writing) petition urging the Progressive
and Independence party-run government to put the fate of accession negotiations up for public referendum—is
rare where the EU is concerned; polls
taking the country’s temperature on
the 28-member coalition since Iceland
tabled its application in 2009 have revealed a constant schism in Icelanders’
opinions on whether Iceland should
become the 29th member state.

Once Upon A Time
The rollercoaster love affair between
the behemoth EU and recently shellshocked little Iceland began in July

2009, when the ruling Social Democrat/
Left Green coalition tossed Iceland’s
name in the hat as they began the long
haul of trying to dig the country out of
financial ruin. The economy had collapsed just nine months prior and the
relative economic strength of the EU
seemed a potential parachute.
However, this was no blind date. Iceland is a signatory of the European Free
Trade Agreement, and party to both
the European Economic Area (EEA) and
the Schengen Area. The two parties are
very closely intertwined on economic,
social and education matters, and the
EU is Iceland’s most important trading partner—a relationship that the
EU purports would only strengthen
further if Iceland were to officially join

their team.
In January 2009, immediately following the government’s collapse and
months before then Minister of Foreign
Affairs Össur Skarphéðinsson submitted Iceland’s application, a Capacent
poll showed 38.3% of Icelanders in
favour of joining the EU, with 37.7%
against and the remainder somewhere
on the fence. A few months following
the official application another poll
conducted by Capacent found just 33%
in favour of EU membership, with a
whopping 50% opposed. And the yay/
nay scale hasn’t stopped sliding since.
But as long as the pro-EU Social
Democrats were in power and their
anti-EU coalition mates the Left-Greens
fell in line, the negotiations crawled

Throughout the reign of the Social
Democrat/Left-Green coalition the
favourability of Icelanders toward the
prospect of joining the EU changed,
with the majority tending to fall into
the anti-EU camp. Fears of the threatened sovereignty of Iceland’s fisheries
and agriculture and sentimentality
over the króna stopped many from
warming up to the EU and, as the
Spring 2013 elections approached and
the former Prime Minister Jóhanna
Sigurðardóttir put EU negotiations
on hold for the occasion, polls showed
that just 24.2% of the country was in
favour of accession.
Once the dust from the elections
had settled and the Progressive/Independence coalition had formed their
government the new powers that be
were very clear about their intentions
toward the EU—the accession negotiations remained on hold. And then the
negotiating committee was disbanded
altogether. Then Minister for Foreign
Affairs Gunnar Bragi Sveinsson tabled
a proposal that the accession negotiations be cancelled once and for all.
This all came after the Progressive
and Independence parties both promised in their election platforms to only
cease accession negotiations if that was
the will of the public as expressed in a
referendum on the matter.
Like a teenage girl told whom she
can and cannot date, the Icelandic people responded with an increased indication of wanting to join the EU (a third
of the country is in favour, and only half
are opposed), with the aforementioned
popular protests and petition signed
by 20% of the country. Oh the power of
reverse psychology.

edge whatever decision Iceland takes
in the matter.”
The Progressive and Independence
parties have both indicated they will
support the motion calling for an official end to accession talks, with the
caveat that they cannot be restarted
in the future without a public referendum. Yet it does not look like the referendum that the country is currently
calling for to decide the fate of the
accession talks is going to be granted,
with unpopular Prime Minister Sigmundur Davíð Gunnlaugsson going
so far as to say that everybody should
“maybe calm down a little,” Minister
of Finance and Economic Affairs Bjarni
Benediktsson calling the possibility of
a referendum “unrealistic,” and longtime President Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson
saying that “Iceland is not well suited
for EU membership.”
At this point Iceland could pull a
Malta and keep its application temporarily on hold, allowing negotiations
to pick back up where they’ve been
left off after five years of effort. Or the
government can formally withdraw Iceland’s application, meaning the country would have to start from square
one should it decide to apply again in
the future. Or election promises can be
kept and the current will of the people
can be respected and the whole thing
can be put up to a vote.
So, to EU or not to EU? Only time
will tell.

The End?
The EU delegation in Iceland has told
Iceland to take its time, stating “The
decision on what should happen re-
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Madam
President
Vigdís Finnbogadóttir
on fashion and the times
Article by Anna Andersen
Photographs by Ari Magg

A

rriving at Vigdís Finnbogadóttir’s house just before noon
on Friday, I find a note on the
door: “Anna, please wait! I’m on my
way,” signed “ViFi.” I go back to the
car and nervously watch the clock. I do
not want to keep Vigdís Finnbogadóttir waiting. I let eight minutes go by before trying again. This time, her note is
gone and there’s a car in the driveway. I
ring the bell and the 83-year-old former
president of Iceland comes to the door.
“Did you get my note?” she asks,
inviting me into her home.
It was here, outside Aragata 2
in 101 Reykjavík, that thousands of
Icelanders gathered on June 30, 1980
to congratulate Vigdís on becoming
the fourth president of the Republic
of Iceland. Vigdís waved to the crowd
from her balcony wearing a now iconic
wool dress that one of her supporters
had given her during her campaign
along with instructions not to wear it
until she had secured her victory. The
following day, newspapers all over the
world would run the headline “Woman
Elected President.” Vigdís was not only
Iceland’s first democratically elected
female president, but also the world’s
first.
Vigdís shows me into her living
room and offers me cider, remarking
that it is a favourite of the children
in the house. She is referring to her
grandchildren, three girls who belong
to her only daughter. It’s perhaps a
lesser-known fact that Vigdís was a
single mother when she was elected
into office at age 50, having been one
of the first single women in Iceland to
be granted permission to adopt a child
in 1972.
She returns from the kitchen with
a bottle and pours us each a glass.
“I hope you don’t want to talk about
politics,” the former president says.

Are You Ready,
Madam President?
Let’s start with the exhibit featuring your clothes at the Museum of
Design and Applied Art. It’s called
“Are You Ready, Madam President?”
Tell me, what does that refer to?
Well, I didn’t come up with the title
and the exhibit is completely independent of me so to speak, but it refers to
the fact that it is three, four, five times
as much work for a woman to be in an
official position than it is for a man.
A man my age—I was 50 when I was

elected—with the same background,
he would have already had the outfit
needed for formal events, and he
would have been able to keep all his
speeches and lectures inside his jacket
pocket [opens her jacket, motions as
if tucking a speech into a pocket], but
that’s not possible for a woman.
The exhibit has great historical
significance, which is something
that I think men don’t realise. I’ve
heard that men—elderly men at
least—think that this exhibit is only
for women, but it’s far from that. It
shows, and this is something I realised early on, that it’s not enough for
a woman to be intelligent. Intelligence
has to have a modern ‘coiffure,’ as
they say in French [meaning haircut].
When a woman starts speaking in an
official capacity, everybody scrutinises
her appearance: What is she wearing?
Does she look old-fashioned? You
have to be well dressed and preferably
up-to-date with the latest fashion, and
this proved rather expensive for a theatre director [her job before becoming
president].
The exhibit features a number
of outfits from the early years of
your presidency, as the moment
you walked into office you had to
define your image—who you were
and what you wanted to represent.
I imagine that it would have been
easier to have this uniform that
men have—a basic suit that hasn’t
changed in the last fifty years.
Yes. I think that Angela Merkel is very
clever—I am full of admiration for
her solution to the clothing problem.
She is always elegant in what is more
or less a uniform: jackets in various
colours that she rotates. Margaret
Thatcher always wore a suit with
pearls and often a hat to underline her
femininity. Madeleine Albright also
wore a suit, but always accessorised
with a huge brooch to emphasise that
she is a woman.
While you were always very modern
and elegantly dressed yourself,
you also made use of the Icelandic
formal costume [‘skautabúningur’]
when you attended banquets with
foreign leaders.
Well, I never wore the traditional
costume—the ‘peysuföt’ or ‘upphlutur’—but I wore the formal costume
on certain occasions when I was a
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“I think, if the world
can be saved,
it will be by women.”

guest of foreign dignitaries, kings and
queens or prime ministers, especially
in the Nordic countries. Once I wore
it in Spain where I was the guest of
[King] Juan Carlos and the next day
the papers said that madam had been
at the dinner in her national costume
with a very funny hat.
What, with a funny hat? So it’s clear the
media was paying attention to what you
were wearing.

Yes, they definitely were.

President In
Sheepskin, Queen In
Furs
For instance, when you met Queen
Margaret on your first official visit to
Denmark there was that headline,
“President in sheepskin, Queen in
furs.” Tell me more about that.
Well, I was asked something that a
man would never have been asked—I
was asked to promote the Icelandic
wool—coats, dresses and later sweaters—which Icelanders were starting
to market abroad. On all my official
visits I made a point of introducing
Icelandic products, something that
is not as well remembered today. For
instance, I often travelled with a cook,
my Hilmar—Hilmar B. Jónsson, who
is now vice chair of the World Association of Chefs Societies—to introduce
Icelandic food exports. We often
brought a chest full of Icelandic food
to put out on an exhibition table when
we went abroad.
So [when I went to meet Queen
Margaret] I had been given this

marvellous sheepskin coat to wear
and when I got off the plane the queen
was standing there, very tall in this
long mink coat, and I had the feeling I
looked like a snowball rolling down the
stairs from the plane. It was marvellous publicity because it was in all of
the papers the next day. The Danish
visit was a great success. We got along
well together, and I was in wool the
whole time for my Icelanders.
Right, and it was made by the Sláturfélag Suðurlands tannery [whose
best selling product is a hot dog]. Is
there any other outfit at the exhibit
that you think is particularly significant or worth talking about?
Well, I made a point of being elegant
at dinners with my hosts in foreign
countries and of course in Iceland as
well. Most of the time I was wearing
something that had been designed for
me. For instance, on my first official
visit to Denmark I wore a long white
evening gown that was designed by
Valentino in Italy.
But behind every garment in this
exhibition is tremendous intellectual
work—the speeches I prepared and
delivered in those garments. There
were always great expectations when
I stood up to speak because I was the
first woman to be elected president. I
had to live up to those expectations to
prove that a woman could do it. I had
this gusto, this feeling that I couldn’t
fail—it was my duty not to fail on
behalf of the women of the world.
Wherever I went I was asked to do
interviews, because people saw in me
something that women had achieved.
I was so grateful to see and feel that
my election had inspired women all

around the world.
There is one thing that should
have been in this exhibition but is
actually lost. It was a small bag, like a
doctor’s bag, that we called the ‘Treasure Chest.’ We called it the ‘Treasure
Chest’ because I used it to carry all my
speeches and the books I quoted from.
There was always somebody responsible for keeping an eye on it. It never
got lost until now when we wanted to
put it on display, but of course it’s been
eighteen years since everything was
packed up.

be without the other. Unfortunately
though, women in many societies
don’t have the same opportunities
as men. The interesting thing is that
women raise the boys and often urge
them to become tough men; they’re
not to be sissies.
I have three granddaughters and
people sometimes say, "oh, you only
have girls," and I say, "Oh yes, I’m
collecting girls because I think, if
the world can be saved, it will be by
women—with the help and friendship
of men."

There’s a quote on a wall at the
exhibition: “I’m not a man and I
never have been and my principle
has always been not to try to act like
a man.” Could you elaborate on that?

Answering The
Nation’s Call

Sometimes when women get elected
to positions of power they start acting
like men. They start being tough like
men. My vision and understanding of
the world is a woman’s understanding of the world, not a man’s—I have
never tried to copy a man. I think it’s
very important that a woman remembers that she is a woman and not a
man. You’re a woman, so keep being
a woman and show women and men
that you are a woman. This sends the
very important message that women
are equal to men.
So how does a woman’s understanding of the world compare to a man’s
understanding?
Women tend to have a greater understanding of the human being, which
is often considered a soft spot, but all
societies are fortunately composed of
men and women and neither one can

Going back to when you were
elected president, can you tell me
what was happening in Icelandic
society at the time that made it
suddenly possible for a woman to
become president?
Well, you don’t wake up one morning
and decide that you’re going to be president. My election came in the wake of
October 24, 1975, the great Woman’s
Day Off [‘Kvennafrídagurinn’] when
women left their workplaces, with
permission from their bosses, to
meet in downtown Reykjavík and in
towns and villages around Iceland.
Icelandic women were unhappy that
they weren’t being taken seriously in
politics—there were so few women
in parliament—so they organised
this meeting. Icelandic women had
heard that this day would mark the
beginning of the United Nations’
‘International Women's Year,’ so they
wanted to do something here. It’s such
an amazing story. On that day, society

in a way shut down and it proved that
women are—like men—pillars of
society. That is all clear to us now.
What was it like to be there on that
day?
I was at work [as a theatre director]—
we were premiering a play the next
day—and all of the women came to my
door and asked, “Do you think that we
could go?” As you know with theatre,
the show must go on. “You have to
decide that for yourselves,” I told them,
“but I’m going to go.” So we all went
together and it was a lot of fun. It was
very well organised. It became world
news: “Women’s Strike in Iceland!”
And I have heard that people out there
in the wide world first thought that the
Icelandic women were striking in the
bedroom, like in Lysistrata [a Greek
comedy by Aristophanes, in which
women withhold sex to convince men
to end the Peloponnesian War].
When it came to the presidential
elections in 1980, many people in
Iceland were adamant that a woman
should be among the candidates. So
people started looking for a woman
they could ask to run and I saw my
name in the paper as a possibility. Immediately I said, “No, I would never do
that.” Today I think it would be quite
natural for a woman to say, “I think I
could do that,” but in those days, good
heavens no. Many women would have
considered it too forward.
It sounds like it was important that
there simply be a female candidate.
After you decided to run, did you
dream of actually winning the election and becoming president?
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I was not dreaming. I was working,
travelling all over the country meeting
people. So many people, not the least men,
wanted me to run. People knocked on my
door at the theatre and said, "you have to
do this." So I yielded. I wanted to prove
that a woman could campaign. Two of us
[Guðlaugur Þorvaldsson, State Arbitrator]
alternated being ahead in the polls and it
so happened that I won with a narrow margin [33,8% versus 32.3%]. Typical woman,
I actually felt bad for my opponent—he
was a nice man and would have been a
good president. There were times when I
thought the margin was too narrow, but
now I realise that I can be proud of that.
I’m also very proud of my Icelanders for
having had the guts to vote a woman into
the office—for daring to be the first in the
world to do so.

al: ‘Remember what Pascal said,’ someone
will say. ‘No, you can’t say that because
Schopenhauer…’ another will say. They
can always refer to ideas. We don’t refer
to ideas and so our discourse can become
very harsh. Do you think there is truth in
that? [she laughs]

When you were running, did you realise
that you could be the first in the world?

Feuds seem to be a hallmark of Icelandic society today. The government is
bickering back and forth about the EU.
Icelanders are protesting at Austurvöllur. If you were president today, how
would you address this?

No, I didn’t think of it. I knew of strong
women—Golda Meir [fourth prime minister of Israel] and Indira Gandhi [third
prime minister of India]—but they weren’t
presidents or elected in a general election.

Theatre Director
Becomes President
Was there anything in your background
that prepared you to be president? Was
being a theatre director helpful?
I think being a theatre director was very
good preparation, that and having studied
the humanities and being a literary person. From morning when the rehearsals
start until night when the curtain falls,
theatre involves analysing humanity—the
human being versus society, society versus
the human being, love and jealousy, how
people manage to live together—all the aspects of life. This leads me to the question:
What is a presidency about?
That’s a good question actually. What is
the presidency about?
It’s about human beings. It’s about
understanding and being sensitive to how
people think and feel. I didn’t think of
myself as a political figure. It’s clear to me,
as I understand the Constitution, the president—which is a non-partisan post—delegates executive power to the government.
I understand my people—I understand the
Icelanders, their way of thinking.

Absolutely. I think that’s probably a
good description of what’s going on
today.
This is a shortcoming that can harm
us as an entity—because we are so few
it is extremely important that we stand
together and that we do not have feuds in
our society.

Being A President
Above Politics

It is very sad that people cannot find a way
to work through their disagreements. I
would try to encourage my people to stop
arguing. I would always encourage the
nation to concentrate on what is worth
safeguarding in this country: identity, language—memories that are stored in the
language—and not least, nature. I think
that we have to take great care of the real
treasure that is our nature. Safeguarding
Icelandic nature is a huge responsibility.
I ask because one of the reasons that
Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson gave for deciding to seek re-election had to do with
the fact that times were uncertain.
There were so many big questions facing
the nation, such as the EU.
Do you really believe that?
Of course one could argue that he’s
been a divisive figure. I’m not sure if
whatever he’s doing counts as acting as
a unifier.
I would not mix politics with the presidency.
You were politically active, speaking out
against NATO in Iceland for example,
before becoming president.
Yes, I’m a pacifist.

“It is three, four, five times as much
work for a woman to be in an official
position than it is for a man.”
What is the Icelandic way of thinking?
Can you describe it or is it a difficult
thing to get at and more just something
that you sense?
The Icelandic way of thinking is very
linked to nature. Icelanders have to get the
hay into the barn before it starts to rain.
They have to catch the cod before it swims
past the coast. So they have to get things
done and they are impatient and they are
stubborn and stick very stubbornly to what
they think is the truth.
Icelanders are not trained in the
art of discussion because they don’t
have philosophy in their heritage. The
Nordics—except for the Danes who have
Kierkegaard—don’t have philosophers. Say
you’re with six French friends and nobody
agrees—the arguments are very intellectu-

…But you never felt that you should be
more political in office?
Absolutely not. The president is voted for
in a general election as a non-partisan
figure. In my time, the people chose me
to be a spokesperson for this country—to
represent our identity—and they realised
at the time that I could speak to the world
as a woman.
In 1993, 34,000 people signed a petition protesting the government’s plan
to join the EEA. As a representative of
the people, did you ever consider using
article 26 [the president’s power to refuse to sign a bill into law and thereby
refer it to a referendum]?
I thought because the bill had been put
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forth by parliament that I should sign
it into law or resign if I were against
it. I had meetings in this very room
with scholars and specialists, and we
discussed it from all sides. It was a tremendous responsibility, and I considered
resigning because I thought I had been
asked too much as an apolitical figure.
When I signed it, I explained that this
had never been done before in the history of the republic and I preferred not
to take that step. After all these years, I
think it was wise.
You’ve said people were upset afterwards, that they stopped greeting you
on the street.
Yes, it was a sensitive issue for a while
and I felt it because I knew exactly who
wanted me to do it. Who told you all of
this?
Actually [current president] Ólafur
Ragnar Grímsson mentioned it when
I interviewed him before the last
election. He said that every president
had done something that made them
temporarily unpopular, and he brought
this up as an example.
Well, he has taken this up as his morning bread.
I know you mentioned you didn’t want
to talk about politics, but if it’s not out
of bounds I wonder what you think
about the last election results and the
implications they have for the changing role of the president.
I’m not a judge of the opinion of my
people. Sometimes I understand them so
well, but sometimes I do not understand
them. Let’s put it this way: politically, I
do not always understand them.
I would never say anything negative
about my successor, but that doesn’t
mean that I am a “yes woman.” I’ve never been that. I have very strong opinions,
but I don’t air them. If I disagree with
something I would never say it, because
I care for my people. I care more for
whatever opinion they have—it’s strange
to say it—I don’t think there are many
that they can count on to be neutral.
Nobody can say who was right or wrong
until history analyses it.
Tell me more about what you wanted
to accomplish as president. Looking
back, what are you most proud of?

I think those were good years for the
Icelanders. I promoted the country. I
was the first president to adopt that
role because I became so well known
after being elected. It was extraordinary. I was invited all over the world
because—I would joke about it—the
world wanted to see what kind of phenomenon this was: a woman president.
It was so alien. I was like an alien.
I helped Icelanders understand the
importance of safeguarding nature.
It was a symbolic thing to start tree
planting and I really encouraged that.
Safeguarding nature—binding the land
and making Iceland greener—was one
of my emphases, and I’m very proud of
that. This country is blowing out to sea,
and we have to reclaim it.
I also promoted intellectual life, the
culture of the country and language,
which is our national treasure. The
land—our nature—and language,
those are our national treasures. They
are what makes us a nation.
Language is your main focus today?
Today I focus on the [Vigdís Finnbogadóttir] Institute of Foreign Languages
under the auspices of UNESCO
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Vigdís on her first official
visit to Denmark in February
1981. She is wearing a
custom sheepskin coat made
by Sláturfélag Suðurlands
tannery (whose best selling
product today is a hot dog).

Photos by Ragnar Th (top) and Gunnar Elison
(bottom), used with permission from the
Reykjavík Museum of Photography.

Nanna Dís

This is Solla Eiriksdottir, the winner
of Best Gourmet Raw Chef and Best
Simple Raw Chef in the 2011 and
2012 “Best of Raw” Awards. Come and try out one
of her great dishes at her restaurant Gló.

at the University of Iceland. It’s a
multilingual centre that is more
important than most people realise,
as it speaks to everybody around the
world. When it becomes a reality, it
will be an intellectual centre representing the world’s great variety of
cultures through language. There are
6,800 living languages in the world,
and it is important to safeguard them
so that the memories and knowledge
contained in them are not lost. You
don’t have memory without language.
Your language is your identity. You can
never escape that.
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In the last election we came close to
seeing another female president. Do you
think her gender was an issue?

No, it’s not an issue anymore. I’m
rather grateful that I did this, because
I broke the glass ceiling, not just for
Iceland, but for the whole world—and
it was world news. The headlines read
"Woman Elected President," not who
was elected, just woman elected. I got
the headline sent to me in Chinese. It
was strange.
Since I was the first woman in
the world, L'Académie Française—the
French Academy—had a meeting to
discuss whether I should be addressed
‘Madame la présidente’ or ‘Madame
le president’, when I was invited to
pay an official visit in France. They
decided that it should be ‘Madame le
président’ and then I met women in
parliament—at l’Assemblée générale—
and they asked me, ‘how can you accept that they want to call you Madame
le président? You are a woman. Why
don’t you use Madame la présidente?’
Now it’s natural to say, ‘Madame la
présidente. Ah oui, Madame la présidente.’
Of course it’s been 34 years since
I was elected. In 1996 when I stepped
down as president I became the founding chair of The Council of Women
World Leaders [made up of female
presidents and prime ministers] and
there were about seven of us—Mary
Robinson, Thatcher didn’t want to
join us, [Tansu] Çiller, yes we were six,
seven—and now there are almost 50.
That is something.
What do you think are the main reasons
that we haven’t achieved gender equality
in Iceland today, 30 some odd years after
you entered office as the first female?

I think in a way it is an unconscious
thing in society—in every society.
Women in the world still have a ways
to go before men accept that they are
their equals. Why is that? Are they
afraid? Of what? Mind you, women
with the same specialised education,
such as doctors, are equally paid, but
there are so many jobs in society that
are considered women’s jobs and are

Vigdís standing on her
balcony after her election in June 1980. She
is wearing a wool dress
hand-knit and designed
by supporter Steingerður
Hólmgeirsdóttir.
therefore not valued as highly. It’s
also still the case that the same job
is labelled differently for a man than
it is for a woman. He’s called ‘verkstjóri’ (“foreman’) while she’s called
‘yfirmaður þvottahús’ (“laundromat
manager”). The world still thinks that
men are intellectually stronger than
women. We know that they are not so
lucky.
It’s very remarkable though, as
soon as women show the world that
they have a head equal to a man’s
head—which is very difficult for men
to accept, even today, because they
are so used to running the world—an
invisible hand comes and changes the
fashion. It shortens the skirts to show
the legs. It cuts the dresses to show the
bosom and the lower back. It’s as if the
fashion is saying: "Remember girls,
you are sex objects, first and foremost." Women’s bodies are beautiful
of course, but they are going around
half naked with fully dressed men only
because women’s fashion encourages
them.
For instance, these heels—I’m sorry if you are wearing them [she looks
under the table to check (I wasn’t!)]—
these heels make it so women can’t
walk. I was with my colleagues at
UNESCO in Azerbaijan and a couple
of us had been invited to a presidential
palace with marble steps and I watched
one of my colleagues in these heels
and thought, ‘Good heavens, will she
manage to go down these steps?’ She
managed, but you should have seen
her—a very elegant woman who suddenly became crippled.
So this has changed since you were
president?

The fashion in the ‘80s was different.
All over the world, my colleagues—
well I didn’t have many female colleagues, but their wives and women
in parliament—wore elegant suits. In
the ‘80s everyone was designing these
suits for women who were ready to step
forth and wanted to be elegant. Today
you open a magazine and everyone
looks the same. I was asking my
friends the other day, ‘did we actually
all look alike?’ Today there is tendency
for fashion to put everyone into the
same shape, a tendency for fashion to
take away from personality. I am very
curious to see how women are dressed
at the Oscars. That will be a guideline
to the next steps in fashion—how they
are underdressed.
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“Genius Thrives On Rejection”
An interview with the one, the only: Leoncie

Still from Leoncies video for New Wrestler

Interviewed by
Larissa Kyzer

Former long-time resident of Kópavogur, singer-songwriter Leoncie—often self-styled as
“Icy, Spicy Leoncie” or “The Indian Princess” (she was born and raised in Goa, India)—is,
by her own estimation, a “200% Awesome” “musical wizard” and it’s hard to put a much
finer point on it than that.
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Her self-produced songs—such
catchy ditties as “Vegetarian! No
Cholesterol Ho,” “Radio Rapist,”
“No Threesome Here” and “Teenage
Boy in Town”—have made her something of a cult phenomenon. She released her first album ‘My Icelandic
Husband’ in 1985 and in the years
since her discography has included
‘Invisible Girl’ (2005), ‘Pukki Bollywood Baby’ (2008) and ‘Gay World’
(2012), although the majority of her
fans likely know her best through
her online music videos featuring
all manner of exotic pleather and
be-spangled costumes.
While she enjoys a strong fan
base here, Leoncie has sometimes
been at odds with the Icelandic
press, Grapevine included. “Journalists often make things up and
print rubbish,” she stated when I
called her to request an interview.
“I don’t know why they try and spice
things up when I’m spicy enough
already.” Still, she agreed to Q&A
with us before her return to Iceland in early February to perform
at Gamli Gaukurinn. It bears mentioning that after this interview, I
arrived to her concert to find that
I was not on the guest list as expected. I was later told that Leoncie
personally removed all members of
the press from the list, although the
lady herself brushed this aside: “I
may be a very genius temperamental artist composer, but I can handle
anything thrown my way.”
As is probably evident, no one
speaks for Leoncie better than herself, so we’re printing her complete,
unedited responses below.
Your husband Viktor features in
many of your songs and videos.
When and how did you meet?
How has your relationship
provided inspiration for your
music? How closely do you both
collaborate on your musical
projects?
Correction. My husband does not
act in my videos. God knows why
some people have been spreading
this rumour. I have good husband
whom all my family love. We've
been married a long time and we
travel a lot together. We also work
very well together, since we speak
several languages too and we have
lots of fun.

Many of your songs—such as
“Killer in the Park” and “New
Wrestler”—tell stories. And
many of them, such as “Love
in a Pub” and “C’mon, Viktor,”
seem very personal. What do
you think makes for a good
song subject? Is there anything
that you won’t write about?
I compose songs and lyrics in many
languages, I write songs on different subjects, and yes, I also write
from my own experiences. God is
good to me and my Inspiration to
compose and write so many wonderful lyrics, and such terrific music, is because of that faith in GOD.
Last week I had a stunning experience, in Iceland, and now I will be
composing a song on that subject,

"I may be a very genius
temperamental artist composer, but I can
handle anything thrown
my way."
and recording it in USA.
Performance and videos seem
to be a big part of your music. Do you ever record a song
without also making a video for
it? Do you ever develop your
video concepts before you write
a song based, for instance, on a
particularly good costume?
Making Music Videos is such fun
for me all the time. I meet so many
kinds of people in so many countries, and everything that I do INDEPENDANTLY at my own cost. I
am very proud of myself, and so is
my family and many of my fans. I inspire people everywhere in the fact
that "GENIUS THRIVES ON REJECTION.” I also make my own clothes
that set me apart from the others.
Many people come to your music through your YouTube page
and videos—how might your live
shows surprise someone who
has only watched you perform
via the internet?
My Live music shows are always
housefull and fantastic. I am the
Unpredictable Icy Spicy Leoncie.

On your Facebook page, you’ve
said that your song “Gay
World,” is an “homage to all
my gay fans.” Do you consider
yourself a gay ally or activist for
gay rights?
GAY WORLD is a Leoncie Brainstorm! Nobody can ever write a
song like that. There are many
copycats who want to be Leoncie,
but my Mother and father only created one Leoncie. Even my sisters
are Nothing like me, but I love them,
and they too are Professionals at
Law and Media. I am not an activist
of gays. No way!
What music or musicians do you
enjoy listening to yourself?
I like Tina Turner, Janet Jackson,
Barry White, Earth Wind and Fire. I
like good music.
I believe that your father taught
you to play piano when you
were very young, and that you
also studied music at Trinity College. Can you talk a
little about your musical background?
I am a classical musician. I studied
Classical music. Then I studied Jazz,
I like Jazz a lot. My father and my
brother are also JAZZ MUSICIANS,
I started music playing the organ in
the Catholic Church in India.
From interviews I’ve read, you
were born in India and have
lived in both England and Iceland. Has living in these different places provided any context
for your music?
I love travelling and I have learnt
a lot from my travel about people
and their kind heartedness and also
their complexes and their selfishness. I must say the good drowns
the evil. Thank God for that.
What projects do you have coming up?
I am very busy with my next album
which is to be recorded in the USA
and I am also doing a very secret
music deal. With Icy Spicy Leoncie
One never knows what to expect.
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Just Another Snake Cult
‘Cupid Makes A Fool Of Me’
2013

An avant-garde opus
that transcends its many
influences
Words
John Rogers
Just Another Snake Cult's
‘Cupid Makes A Fool Of Me’
could be described as a
concept album on the theme of
love. But if the very idea of such a thing
is enough to make you run for the hills,
stop and think twice, because it's also
something of an opus.
For anyone interested in psych, lo-fi,
prog-rock and acid-pop, this album has a
lot to offer. If you're into Joe Meek, Phil
Spector and Syd Barrett or more recent
revivalists and trailblazers like Ariel Pink,
Future Islands, John Maus or Bradford
Cox, ‘Cupid Makes A Fool Of Me’ is like
a musical selection box. From the trippy,
backwards introduction to its hypnotic
final track, it traces a lovelorn path
through some varied sonic territory via a
series of weird, wonky, memorable songs
that transcend their many influences.
The palette and production bear
many ‘70s and ‘80s hallmarks, including a
tight echo on the vocals, drum machines
with reverb, atonal zither and some

chunky-sounding guitars. It's a mixed bag
of sounds that arrive with a crisp clarity,
avoiding the common pitfall of obscuring
the tunes behind a fog of effects.
Another key element is the delivery
of the lead vocal: an arresting mannered
drawl that manages to be both theatrical
and heartfelt. On the album's wonderful
closer, a cover of Woody Guthrie & Billy
Bragg's "Way Over Yonder in the Minor
Key," it's easy to imagine the protagonist
as a mournful Disney hippo roaming the
forest in a melancholy haze, hollering his
heartbreak. This album's rich internal
landscape bears being wandered at
length by the listener.
Despite its intrinsic oddness,
‘Cupid Makes A Fool Of Me’ is a
compelling record that feels ready-made
for America's booming leftfield indie
audience. Let's hope it finds its way into
plenty of record collections.

Kjurr

SMÁRALIND XL 5650304

Step into
the Viking Age
Experience Viking-Age Reykjavík at the
new Settlement Exhibition. The focus of the
exhibition is an excavated longhouse site which
dates from the 10th century ad. It includes
relics of human habitation from about 871, the
oldest such site found in Iceland.

Brak
2013

Decent effort but as always,
room for improvement
Words
Bob Cluness
In retrospect, it seems that
Músíktilraunir 2013 turned
out to be decent in acting as a
springboard for new music acts. You have
electronica fauns Vök (AKA Samaris v2.1),
ADD metal weasels In The Company Of
Men and cartoon shit rockers Kaleo. But
what about those other acts that graced
the stage? Well, we now have the band
Kjurr stepping up to the plate with ‘Brak,’
a six-song effort that, while rough and
unrealised in areas, does contain several
glimmers of promise.
With the hushed intro of “Feed”
before launching into the clanging stomp
of “You,” the songs in ‘Brak’ seem to be
going for a mix of early-era Radiohead
atmospherics on a budget with tense,
edgy post-punk. It’s all stop/start swinging
rhythms, heavy rimshot action alongside

SMÁRALIND 5659730 / KRINGLAN 5680800 / AKUREYRI 4627800

the occasional reverb-heavy background
vocals, low slung fuzzbass and brittle guitar
lines. No one song delivers a knockout
punch but there are moments when it
all clicks, such as the interplay between
the bass/guitar on “Upside Down” which
fizzes with mystery and intention, and the
first half of “Awake” which contains some
decidedly cold sparse electronic beats.
Kjurr do, however, let themselves
down in other areas. The production is
incredibly flat (which I put down to budget/
time constraints) and that smothers the
energy they seem to be trying to build in
their songs. Also, the vocals don’t have
one iota of presence, which is something
I think really needs looking at. But yeah, it
will be interesting to see/hear what they’ll
do next.

Multimedia techniques bring Reykjavík’s
past to life, providing visitors with insights
into how people lived in the Viking Age, and
what the Reykjavík environment looked like
to the first settlers.

The exhibition and
museum shop are open
daily 10–17
Aðalstræti 16
101 Reykjavík / Iceland
Phone +(354) 411 6370
www.reykjavikmuseum.is
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A Metallic Maiden
Þorbjörg Helga Dýrfjörð wins
Best Actress at the Eddas

Nanna Dís

Words
Óskar Bragi Stefánsson

‘Málmhaus’ (“Metalhead”), written and directed by Ragnar Bragason, is both a coming
of age story and a love letter to heavy metal music.
The story follows protagonist Hera
(Þorbjörg Helga Dýrfjörð), a ravenhaired maiden in her early twenties
who lives with her parents on a remote
countryside farm. In her early adolescence, Hera lost her older brother in a
tragic accident and she subsequently
copes by escaping into the loudest and
heaviest rock music available. Meanwhile, the silence between bitter Hera
and her grieving parents is as deafening as the music.
At the recent Edda Awards (the
Icelandic Film and Television awards)
Þorbjörg took home the Best Actress
award for her first leading role in a film.
Her onscreen parents, Ingvar E. Sigurðsson and Halldóra Geirharðsdóttir,
both won as well in the Best Supporting
Actor and Actress category (and to top
it all off, Ingvar won Best Actor as well,
for his role in ‘Hross í oss’ (“Of Horses
and Men”).
We spoke with Þorbjörg Helga
about working on ‘Metalhead,’ anger
and angst and chasing snow in the
foothills of Eyjafjallajökull.
Who were your role models (actors) growing up?

SPUNTINI
RISOTTO
PASTA
CLASSICS
DESSERTS
The kitchen is open until
midnight on weekends
17:00 – 23:00 sun. – thu.

UNO at Ingólfstorg | Tel. 561 1313 | www.uno.is

When I was little they were [Astrid Lingred] characters like Ronia the Robber’s Daughter and Pippi Longstockings. In my teenage years I looked up
to actresses like Natalie Portman and
Cate Blanchett. On the Icelandic front
I’m inspired by artists like actress Ilmur Kristjánsdóttir, singer Björk, and
my aunt Sigríður Eyþórsdóttir—the only
actress I know of in my family, and former president Vigdís Finnbogadóttir, of
course.
Do you feel more at home on a film
set than you do working on stage
in the theatre?
These days I feel more at home on a
film set; I think it’s more interesting.
However, both have the potential to be
interesting if the project is a good one.

Making Metalhead

guitar myself and I also have an older
brother who is a real metal head (i.e. a
heavy-metal fanatic).
What is Ragnar’s style of
directing?
He has an approach that is similar to
Mike Leigh [writer/director of Naked
and Happy-Go-Lucky]. He often works
on a character in lockstep with the
actor who will play that character BEFORE writing the script. This wasn’t the
case with ‘Metalhead,’ however. There
was already a script in place when we
started meeting, but everybody put
in their two-cents about what they
thought should be different about their
own characters. I think collaborating is
a strong approach for a director to take.
That way, he opens the film up to all
kinds of new ideas.
It was difficult to find snow during
production, is that correct?
You would think that finding a location
with snow in Iceland would be easy…
Ragnar found a perfect place near Eyjafjallajökull for the family farm. They
went there to scout it and it was just
beautiful, everything covered in snow.
When it came time to film in October
of 2012, however, there was no snow.
In November, December and January,
there was still no snow. February, same
story: No snow. We eventually found
out from the locals that the snow was
an anomaly. Ragnar had visited on the
one day that there was any snow there.

Cleaning Up At The Eddas
So you guys took home ALL the
acting awards. Did that surprise
you?
It was a pleasant surprise. We all managed to connect well on set and our
work together was a good experience.
Winning was the cherry on top. I can’t
speak to my win, but I think theirs were
well deserved.

What attracted you to the role of
Hera?

Have you had a chance to celebrate in real-life with your onscreen-parents?

There were a few things that I found
myself really relating to: she’s a strong
female character, yet she’s an introvert
and she’s not really into discussing her
feelings with other people. She just
wants to listen to music. I play a bit of

No. My on-screen-mom is travelling
the world [actress Halldóra Geirharðsdóttir is travelling with her family] and
my on-screen-dad is currently “making
it” in Hollywood [Ingvar E. Sigurðsson
is on location in the Italian Alps, filming

Baltasar Kormákur’s latest film, ‘Everest’].
Did working with them force you to
step up your game?
Yes. I mean they have a lot more experience than me. ‘Metalhead’ was only my
second movie. It felt good to have them
there. I could ask them anything, and if
I was stressed out, I felt comforted by
the fact that they weren’t stressed at all.
That whole experience being the lead
and spending every day on set, working
with all these great actors—I don’t know
what I would have done without them.

Not Just Fun And Games
I read that you started feeling bitter
about acting after graduating from
the Iceland Academy of the Arts
acting programme. Where did that
bitterness come from?
I was in the acting programme for four
years. It was a lot of fun, but very intense as well. In our last year we put
on three theatrical productions and I
thought that would be a reward for all
the hard work that I’d put in, but as the
last year unfolded that feeling escaped
me. In retrospect I may have set my expectations too high. The process had
become very difficult for me, physically
and emotionally.
Right after graduating from acting
school in 2009 I started working for the
City Theatre and was in a play there until January 2010 when the show had run
its course. At the time it felt like a negative experience, but looking back this
was really a lesson I had to learn. Even
with your dream job it’s not just fun and
games. If you lose the joy at some point
you have to find a way to get it back, by
any means necessary.
What did you do after acting in
‘The Deep,’ before you started on
‘Metalhead’?
After filming ‘The Deep’ in the summer
of 2010, I worked as a receptionist at
a law firm. It was a relief to not feel so
defeated all the time. I was enjoying a
regular nine-to-five workday, living the
“normal life” if there is such a thing.
Acting is very demanding. You ARE, in
effect, your work. It was hard for me to
separate myself from my work, and the
solution isn’t necessarily to just work
harder or read more, if you aren’t nailing your part.
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A False Version
Of The Truth

'Season Of The Witch' by Árni Þórarinsson,
translated by Anna Yates

“Out of this world!!!”
CBondGirl - Calgary, Canada. Trip Advisor

Words
Larissa Kyzer

It’s the early 2000s,
Iceland’s pre-crash
boom years, and given
the choice of “the
whiskey or the work,”
Einar begrudgingly accepts banishment to the
paper’s new Akureyri
headquarters.
lead actor in a high school production
of ‘Loftur the Sorcerer,’ the increasingly
violent activities of a trio of well-connected small-town troublemakers, and
the death of a local woman who everyone—with the exception of the victim’s
elderly mother—thinks was nothing but
an unfortunate accident.
In his stodgy resistance to change—
to everything from the fact that he’s expected to carry a cell phone and use a
laptop for work, to the enforcement of
indoor smoking bans—Einar exemplifies this sense of unease, but that isn’t

to say that he, or the novel, is pushing
for an all out return to the ‘good old
days.’ Rather, his kvetching and suspicion have some credibility because
they are balanced with self-awareness
and compassion—the desire to become
a better person and, when necessary,
even embrace the changing times. The
best example of this is illustrated with
his own sheepish admission that he
was initially shocked when his daughter brought home a black boyfriend. “It
opened my eyes to my own prejudices,”
he says. “I’m doing my best to grow up.”
While the novel is by no means
styled as a thriller, it is immensely engaging due in equal measure to its
simple and fluid prose style as to Einar’s
incisive, if occasionally caustic, observations about goings-on around town,
the less glamorous aspects of life as a
journalist, and the suspect motivations
of the people around him. The story’s
secondary characters also flourish
throughout the narrative—from Einar’s
floundering, beleaguered boss and his
immensely capable friend and photographer Jóa to the pensive younger
brother of the murdered teenager—
each adding further layers of richness
to the story and scene.
Resonating in the background is
also the real life town of Reyðarfjörður,
once a small fishing village but home to
the Alcoa Fjardaál aluminium smelter
since 2004. Árni thinly disguises the
town as “Reydargerdi” in the novel
(interestingly, as other towns, such
as Akureyri and Hólar, keep their real
names). The characters debate aspects
of such developments in the regions—
new industry in a previously declining
area, new investment capital, an influx
of foreign workers, continuing population drain to Reykjavík—although the
book doesn’t come to any real conclusion about the “aluminum plant or
steelworks or some such infernal monstrosity,” perhaps because, don’t forget,
the Alcoa plant hadn’t been completed
when the novel was first published.
Although themes of good and evil
run through the novel—emphasised
by quoted passages from the ‘Loftur’ play—by and large, ‘Season of the
Witch’ does not end with any black and
white moral declarations, but rather
finds its justice somewhere in the grey
area. As Einar asks during an interview,
“Isn’t it a fine line between acting responsibly and presenting a false, or at
least edited, version of the truth? Isn’t
that a matter of responsibility, too?”

“It certainly was the best of the many places we dined in Reykjavik!”
FrequentFlyer513 - New York City, New York - Trip Advisor
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When we meet Einar, a seasoned Reykjavík crime reporter, at the opening of
Árni Þórarinsson’s ‘Season of the Witch,’
he—much like the country around him—
is in the midst of great change, and he’s
not terribly happy about it. It’s the early
2000s, Iceland’s pre-crash boom years,
and given the choice of “the whiskey or
the work,” Einar begrudgingly accepts
banishment to the paper’s new Akureyri headquarters in North Iceland, where
industrial growth has begun to drastically alter the texture of village life.
But while Einar can’t escape the more
banal aspects of provincial journalism—such as ask-a-local “Question of
the Day” segments and articles about
lost dogs—he soon finds that this small
community has more than enough
murder and violent crime to make for
worthy headlines.
Originally published in 2005, ‘Season of the Witch’ is a tightly-plotted
portrait of Iceland before everything
went wrong, born of what the author
has said was “an increasing sense of
unease about my country.” As he remarked in an interview, “I felt we were
quickly losing our traditional values and
way of life to a new kind of value system… I'm talking about egotism, greed,
and a lack of respect for things that
can't be bought and sold.” This selfserving attitude of, as Árni put it, “I do
it because I can,” resonates throughout the novel’s three intertwining plot
lines: the murder of the charismatic
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Flights to Akureyri provided by Air Iceland,
book flights at www.airiceland.is
or call +354-570-3000.
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Powder Galore At
Hlíðarfjall Ski Resort

Make
it’s Eld sure
ing!

Distance from Reykjavík:
388km

Accommodation provided by Akureyri Backpackers, book
accommodation at www.akureyribackpackers.com
or call +354-5719050
Car provided by Hertz car rental, book car at www.hertz.is.

Call us on +354 519 5000
or visit www.elding.is

ELDING
WHALE WATCHING
from Reykjavik

Elding Whale Watching schedule – all year round
EL-01 / EL-02 / EL-03

Jan-Feb

Mar
9:00

13:00

13:00

Apr
9:00

May
9:00

Jun
9:00
10:00
13:00 13:00 13:00
14:00
17:00* 17:00
20:30**

Jul
9:00
10:00
13:00
14:00
17:00
20:30

Aug
Sep
Oct Nov-Dec
9:00 9:00 9:00
10:00
13:00
13:00 13:00 13:00
14:00
17:00 17:00*

* From 15 May to 15 September
** From 15 June to 31 July

Northern Lights Cruise
Daily at 21:00 from 16 October to 14 March
Daily at 22:00 from 15 March - 15 April

www.elding.is

Words
Bogi Bjarnason

HOW DO YOU SAY

DELICIOUS
IN ICELANDIC?

In the throes of turbulence, we descend through seemingly endless clouds, the precence of which does not bode well for the day on the hill. My travel companion Frosti
and I are flying into Akureyri to spend the weekend snowboarding at Hlíðarfjall.
Thankfully, we touch down safely. We
park our asses in a warm, red Yaris
rental car and make for the hostel we
have booked for the weekend. The
Akureyri Backpackers is too nice to be
called a hostel though, so I’m going to
refer to it as the hotel from now on.
After murdering some delicious
burgers from the lovely people at Hamborgarafabrikkan we head back up into
the cloud cover. The mountain is coated
in sweet, sweet powder and an interminable fog. We make a trudging ascent
with the chair and then the T-bar and
barely make a single run through the
whiteout before we are forced to call it
a night.

Off The Slope

COME FIND OUT
WE OFFER ICELANDIC
DELICACIES PREPARED
IN SOUTH AMERICAN
AND SOUTHERN EUROPEAN STYLE.

marrestaurant.is

00354 519 5050

#marrestaurant

We make a bee-line back to the hotel
in time to witness Iceland turn a threegoal deficit around and snatch fifth
place in the European Handball Championship out of the clamouring hands
of the Polish team. Hands are clapped.
Toasts are made. Jubilation is felt.
Then we stroll over to the Ketilshús
art gallery to taunt our friend, the multitalented artist Curver, who is doing
some avant-garde file clerking in the
buff as part of his 'Paperwork' performance art piece that is running there
for a full month. Alas, the exhibition is
closed and we are left to wonder if he
covers up his manhood once people
have stopped gawking at it.
Later that night, at Akureyri’s hippest drinking post, Græni Hatturinn,
punk poets Grísalappalísa are like an
egg in a microwave—explosive! With
a swing to their step and panache as
their backseat driver, they are worth ev-

ery króna we paid to see a single band
play for all of 40 minutes.

On The Slope
Amply tanked up for the hill the following day, we burst through the hotel
door into a most glorious sunshine. On
the hill we meet up with newly-minted
local Margó, and as Frosti heads off to
tinker with his bindings, I tail her to the
mother lode of virgin powder for turns
aplenty and bountiful sprays of the
white fluff.

"The main attraction,
however, for ageing powder hounds like myself is
the T-bar up Strýtan. This
is the steepest part of the
mountain and offers access to off-piste lines full
of cherry powder..."
Hlíðarfjall boasts 24 trails serviced
by one chair lift and three tow lifts. The
main attraction, however, for ageing
powder hounds like myself is the T-bar
up Strýtan. This is the steepest part of
the mountain and offers access to offpiste lines full of cherry powder, and if
you’re willing to hike there are numerous chutes, cliffs and cornices available. If, however, you are a freestyle kid,
the lower slopes offer up an array of
rails and big jumps.
When my legs can’t take it anymore
I resort to hanging out in the rail garden
to grab some nice shots of the local jibbing talent. But, alas, the talent seems

to have stayed up all night watching
local hero Halldór Helgason at the XGames, so I brave the murderous cast
iron constructions on my own for Frosti
to shoot.

Until Next Time!
After some additional powder runs, we
do a quick drive by of Ketilshús again
and try to get Curver to break his vow
of silence, but he doesn’t and we end
up merely snapping some shots of him
in the nude.
Then we take a dip at the municipal swimming pool to complete a circle
started 14 years earlier when we both
got arrested there for some unmentionable activities. The pool is cool, the tub
is hot and the sauna is too much. Thus
refreshed, I go to my friend’s Hrönn’s
place for some pizza and a brewski or
a few before we relocate to Margó’s
house for a small alcohol-infused gettogether.
I wake up the next morning to Frosti
having hijacked my phone and moved
us to a later flight. Now we have time for
some more riding and a bit of photography. After another one of those delicious Backpackers brunches, Margó
meets us up at the hill and we take a
long, backcountry powder run until my
thighs scream from exhaustion.
Back at the airport I misunderstand
the drop-off directions for the rental car
key and almost drop it in a mailbox by
mistake. Silly me! After a lot less bumpy
flight back, it’s time to say goodbye. Until next time!

Taste the best
of Iceland ...
... with a spanish undertone

Icelandic Gourmet Fiest
Starts with a shot of the infamous
Icelandic spirit Brennívín
Than 6 delicious Icelandic tapas:
Smoked puffin with blueberry
“brennivín” sauce

Icelandic Cuisine

Icelandic sea-trout with peppers-salsa
Lobster tails baked in garlic
Pan-fried line caught blue ling
with lobster-sauce
Grilled Icelandic lamb Samfaina
Minke Whale with cranberry & malt-sauce
To finish our famous Desert:
White chocolate "Skyr" mousse
with passion fruit coulis

6.690 kr.
Lækjarbrekka is a classic Icelandic Restaurant situated
in heart of old Reykjavík, Lækjarbrekka specialises in
Icelandic cuisine with a la carte menu and first
rate service.

The only kitchen
in Reykjavík open
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and 01:00 on weekends

to

RESTAURANT- BAR
Vesturgata 3B | 101 Reykjavík | Tel: 551 2344 | www.tapas.is

Scan QR Code for
more information.
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Iceland Travel, more info at
www.icelandtravel.is or call +354 585-4390.

Where Winter
Is Always Coming
Sightseeing in North Iceland via the
‘Game Of Thrones’ tour

Nanna Dís
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The guy from New York has seen all three seasons of the television series ‘Game Of
Thrones,’ “at least five times,” he says. He, a couple from Colorado, a father and son from
New Zealand and South Korea, Nanna (our Icelandic photographer) and I are in a van in
sub-arctic temps, north or west or both from the airport in Akureyri we flew into. We’re
being driven around by Jón Þór Benediktsson, ‘The Travelling Viking,’ on his tour of film
sites from the ‘Game Of Thrones.’
In that tactical way someone poses a
question they already know the answer to, the guy from New York asks
Jón if the ‘Game Of Thrones’ television series was filmed in Iceland, because the book series it is based on
is called ‘A Song Of Fire And Ice’ and
we are, of course, in the ‘land of fire
and ice.’
Jón is more patient than me,
which is why he has the wherewithal
to lead tours and I have only the cynicism and petty mockery to address
‘Game Of Thrones’ enthusiasts as
if I’m not one of them, as if I didn’t
binge on all three seasons in a single
weeklong stretch. (At 55 minutes an
episode, 10 episodes a season and
three seasons, I lost—or gained, depending on how you look at it—27.5
hours of that week to the show.)

Game Of Thrones For
Dummies
A quick debriefing of what you’d experience in that 27.5 hours of fantasy-drama TV is several noble families vying for the ‘Iron Throne,’ with
which they can control the Seven
Kingdoms of Westeros. Westeros is
kind of like a continent. The threat
belying their threats and fights with
one another is the return of the ‘Long
Night’ (an endless winter), when the
‘White Walkers’ (like zombies), who
are supposed to be buried beneath
the icy tundra of the ‘Land Beyond
The Wall’ or ‘The North,’ get past the
1,126-kilometer-long, 213-metre-tall
structure of ice called ‘The Wall’ that
separates them from Westeros.
The ‘Land Beyond The Wall’ is
also the free range of the ‘Wildlings,’
burly nomads who want nothing to
do with the bureaucracy and politics
of the noble families and of Westeros. However, this does not mean

they lack inter-conflicts that add
more murder to the already murderpacked show. There is an average of
14 deaths per episode.
Imagine France, the UK, Germany,
the Nordics and Spain fighting for
the domination of Europe, and meanwhile the threat of climate change
looms overhead with the potential to
send humanity into a never-ending
Icelandic December. And zombies
are coming over from Greenland.

Winterfell And Fell And Fell
We’re driving through a snow-covered lava field while Jón pensively
mulls over New York’s question.
“Yes, well the books are very much
inspired by the sagas too. The landscapes are similar and they are written from above, about one character
at a time.”
By this point we know New York
has read all five of the books (two
more will be published soon). He’s
flexing his G.O.T. muscles. We already nerded out on who our favourite characters were and weeded out
instantly the ones on our tour who
had never actually seen ‘Game Of
Thrones.’ Our father-son duo would
later comment at several of the stops
that they will, “really need to check
out the show sometime.”
En route, Jón gives us a tour
that was about one-third Game Of
Thrones anecdotes, one-third trollbanter and one-third Icelandic history and topography.
To his credit, his monologue (in
a very fun, non-monologue-y way)
is engaging, and learning about
the land and the Icelanders we are
amongst enriches the experience in
a way that’s different from touring a
Hollywood back lot and seeing where

Tom Cruise picked his nose. Also, the
scenery is way better, naturally.

The ‘Land Beyond The Wall’
All of the scenes in ‘Game Of Thrones’
that took place in ‘The Land Beyond
The Wall’ were filmed in Northern
Iceland. The wall itself was made with
computer-generated imagery (CGI)
on Svínafellsjökull Glacier in Southwest Iceland.
Our first stop in the ‘Land Beyond
The Wall’ is Goðafoss, which is dripping with icicles and blowing frigid
mist from its downward contact with
the glacial river Skjálfandafljót. The
waterfall makes cameos in season
three and purportedly the upcoming
season four, though I can't remember
the context and, at this point, Jón
hasn’t whipped out his iPad to show
us the relevant scenes.

“Imagine France, the UK,
Germany, the Nordics
and Spain fighting for the
domination of Europe,
and meanwhile the threat
of climate change looms
overhead with the potential to launch humanity into a never-ending
Icelandic December. And
zombies are coming over
from Greenland.”
We stop for coffee and then carry
on to the Lake Mývatn area, where
those rocky, snow-covered tundra
landscapes of the Wildling’s camps
were filmed. Hverfell Crater—what

looks like a mountain cut in half and
gutted—backdrops it all and is easy
to spot in season three of the series.
We get out at one particular spot
to see where a kidnapped Jon Snow
(loveable, super-babe, illegitimate
son of one of the noble-family-heads)
has his sword taken flirtatiously by
the ‘Wildling’ Ygritte. We watch the
scene on the iPad and then drive to
the Grjótagjá cave where, ultimately,
Ygritte ran with the sword and she
and John shed their parkas and discovered new ways to keep each other warm. It is a beautifully dark and
serene cave filled with clear, geothermal water.
From there, we hop over to the
bubbling mud pits of Hverir, or what
Jón called, “the stinky pots.” The
steam coming off of these foul-smelling earth pocks were used in filming
to create the sense of a blizzard. The
mixture of snow and the blowing gray
steam make it look as if the characters had been caught in a snowstorm.
From a car window you might find
yourself thinking that everywhere in
the landscape is footage featured in
the ‘Land Beyond The Wall,’ and my
love of the show definitely made it
come alive. I don’t think that’s totally
lost on those who haven’t seen the
show, but I did notice the son from
the father-son duo sleeping through
the first half of the trip.

Yule Lads in the ‘Land
Beyond The Wall’
We stop midday to eat at Vogafjós, a
café and guesthouse with attached
cow barn that you can take a stroll
through. The token Icelandic delicacies are on order and everything
from the smoked trout to homemade
cheeses are deemed delicious. This is
capped with a trip to the Dimmuborgir lava fields to meet one of the Yule
Lads who pops out from a rocky outcrop FROM OUT OF NOWHERE! It
is a cheesy performance in a sweet
way, and though it has nothing to do
with ‘Game Of Thrones,’ it was memorable and I’m glad we stopped.
Getting in and out of a somewhat
cold car to waddle around in the
even colder outside world all day has
left our muscles tight and our bones
rigid. We end the day at the Mývatn
Nature Baths and I'll go ahead and
encourage any tour operator to end
whatever day-long package they offer with a trip to hot pools. The car
could have broken down, someone
could have accidentally tumbled into
Goðafoss and one of the stinky pots
could have exploded from beneath
us and none of it would have mattered as long as we got to unwind
under a full moon in vibrant blue water. I even catch myself thinking that
winter could come with its damnedest life in the ‘Land Beyond The Wall’
isn’t so rough after all.

Check it
out!

FOR THE BEST PRICE BOOK ONLINE AT:
AIRICELAND.IS
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Lemúrinn is an Icelandic web magazine (Icelandic for the native primate of Madagascar). A winner of the 2012
Icelandic Web Awards, Lemurinn.is covers all things strange and interesting! Go check it out at www.lemurinn.is.
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They Are Coming
Aliens in Iceland in 1993

The majestic Snæfellsjökull, which Jules Verne made famous
with his Journey to the Center of the Earth, was the scene of a much
publicised alien encounter. Photo by siggimus @flickr. Modified by the
Grapevine.

Words
Helgi Hrafn Guðmundsson

In August 1993 an international conference on alien life and UFOs was held in Reykjavík.
Newspaper articles from the time do not agree on whether the event was “full of people”
or if the cinema, where the conference was held, was half empty. That perhaps depends
on one’s perspective. At any rate, the event was somehow connected to the screening
of the Hollywood film “Fire in the Sky” which was based on an alleged alien encounter
in Arizona in 1975.
A series of lectures were held after the screening and many people
“came out of the closet” with their beliefs in alien life forms and UFOs. One
man, for instance, said he had seen a
spaceship and little green men while
picking blueberries. “I thought maybe
they had a flat tire,” the man said.
The highlight of the conference, however, was unexpected
and catapulted this minor event to
the front pages of Icelandic newspapers. A conference guest an-

nounced that telepathic people all
around the world had a direct connection to beings on other planets, and that through these human
representatives, these beings had
now announced that they would
be landing on top of Snæfellsjökull,
Iceland’s emblematic sub-glacial
volcano. The aliens even furnished
a precise time for their arrival: November 5, 1993, at 21:07. The newspaper headlines read “Aliens in
Iceland in November.”

THE GREEN CHOICE

Premium Quality Vegetarian Food
Grænn Kostur is the perfect downtown
choice when you are looking for wholesome
great tasting meals.

Most people were, not surprisingly, sceptical about this upcoming galactic event. It wasn’t hard to
read irony between the lines in the
media coverage. But of course, at
this time, in late 1993, UFOs were
trending. That September the first
season of the “The X-Files” was
aired in the United States and numerous films were being made on
the subject. So while the public
was dubious, it was nevertheless
open to the possibility of this curi-

ous alien encounter.
And on the big day, November
5, hundreds of people travelled
to Snæfellsnes. An advertisement
from Hotel Búðir, which sits on a
lava field close to the glacier, reflected a common sentiment: “If
they are coming… it would be awful to miss them. If they are not
coming… your stay won’t be any
worse because you were not one
of those who really believed they
were coming. Whatever happens,
everybody is welcome to enjoy
the weekend here, earthlings and
aliens.”
On the day before “the arrival,”
the newspaper DV ran an informal
survey: “An American woman living in Norway said, ‘there was a
51% chance that the aliens would
visit,’ and added that people would
feel them, even if they are invisible.
Not everybody is excited about the
upcoming alien visit. A woman in
Grundarfjörður, a nearby village,

“If they are coming… it
would be awful to miss
them.”
said: ‘I do not want to meet the beings if they come. There is a real
danger of abduction. I am scared.’”
In the end there was no need for
worrying: more than 500 earthlings
from different countries, among
them international alien specialists, waited on a cold winter night,
but no aliens were seen. The whole
thing ended in a big party and fireworks were shot off as a token of
friendship. There were no hard
feelings among most of the members of this informal galactic “welcoming committee,” although several hardliners thought that there
had been too much exposure, that
the media frenzy and extravagant
pyrotechnics had scared the arriving spacemen away.

• Vegetarian dishes
• Vegan dishes
• Bakes and soups
• Wholesome cakes
• Raw food deserts
• Coffee and tea
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LEARN ICELANDIC
AT MÍMIR
Courses start April 7th

Morning and evening classes
Register now

Learning Icelandic at Mímir
U At Mímir everyone is welcome and the atmosphere is relaxed.
U Courses are based on the curriculum of Icelandic as a second language
published by The Ministry of Education, Science and Culture.

Registration: tel: 580 1800 or at www.mimir.is

U Solid training in comprehension, listening, reading, writing and speaking.
U Variety of courses, diverse teaching material and fun teaching methods.

Course fee for those with a legal domicile in Iceland
U 60 class hours 38.500 IKR.
U 30 class hours 21.500 IKR.
Unions refund a part of the course fee.
Zwiazki zawodowe zwracaja czesc oplaty za kurs.

Mímir-símenntun U Ofanleiti 2 UÊ103 Reykjavík UÊSími / Tel. 580 1800 U www.mimir.is

YOUR ESSENTIAL GUIDE
TO LIFE, TRAVEL AND
ENTERTAINMENT IN ICELAND

STUFFED WITH STUFF
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“Red goatees, blonde sideburns,
black imperials. Here a beard, there a
beard, everywhere a BEARD!”

Issue 3

YOUR FREE COPY

car rental

Prices from 33 EUR per day!
Get your offer at SADcars.com

Keflavík airport and Skógarhlíð 10, 105 Reykjavík
4EL    s INFO SADCARSCOM

Go Home
with a storyg!
worth tellin

In Reykjavík, scraggly hobos and
sophisticated hipsters share a common
passion: fuzzy-wuzzy unkempt beards.

P.18

“There are many copycats who want
to be Leoncie, but my Mother and
father only created one Leoncie.”
The inimitable Icy Spicy Leoncie breaks it
down for us.

P.20

“Even with your dream job it’s not
just fun and games. If you lose the
joy at some point you have to find
a way to get it back, by any means
necessary.”
Þorbjörg Helga Dýrfjörð, recipient of the
2014 Edda Award for best actress, relates
her experiences on the set of “Málmhaus”
(‘Metalhead’).

P.50

“It’s the early 2000s, Iceland’s pre-crash
boom years, and given the choice of ‘the
whiskey or the work,’ Einar begrudgingly
accepts banishment to the paper’s new
Akureyri headquarters in North Iceland,
where industrial growth has begun to
drastically alter the texture of village life.”

Open everydaym
from 8am-10p

Árni Þórarinsson brings Iceland’s pre-crash
mentality to life in his novel ‘Season of the
Witch.’
Ice Climbing Glacier Hike Horse Riding Snorkeling

Diving

Caving

Snowmobile ATV

Super-Jeep Sightseeing Combo Trip

www.adventures.is | info@adventures.is | +354-562-7000 | Downtown Reykjavík Sales Oﬃce at Laugavegur 11
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"Are You Ready, Madam President?"
Vigdís Finnbogadóttir: Dressing For Success
Museum of Design and Applied Art | March 6 to May 10 | 500 ISK
The handmade wool dress Vigdís Finnbogadóttir wore June 30, 1980, the day after she was elected
president of Iceland, becoming the world's first democratically elected female head of state. The
white silk dress she donned when Ronald Reagan came to Iceland in 1986. The sash she draped
herself with during a reception with Nobel laureate Halldór Laxness. These are some of the items
from the former president's wardrobe you can see displayed at the exhibit. The carefully curated
exhibition doesn't just show how much more effort female presidents have to put into their
appearance, but also gives insight into the methods with which Vigdís defined her presidential
identity during a less egalitarian era. TGB
Photo by Erna Hrund Hermannsdóttir

MUSIC
CONCERTS & NIGHTLIFE
Mar. 14 - Apr. 3
How to use the listings: Venues
are listed alphabetically by day.
For complete listings and detailed
information on venues visit
www.grapevine.is. Send us your
listings to: listings@grapevine.is.

18
March

Friday March 14
Bar 11
23:00 Scarlet
Brikk
21:00 DJ KGB
Café Ray Liotta
22:00 russian.girls / Pink Street
Boys / Two Step Horror / DJ Óli
Dóri
Café Rosenberg
21:00 Svavar Knútur & Guests
Dillon
22:00 Lucy In Blue / Qualia
Dolly
21:00 DJ De La Rosa
Harlem
22:00 Ojba Rasta DJ Set / Steindor
Jonsson
Harpa
20:00 20th Iceland Music Awards
Kaffibarinn
22:00 Intro Beats / Housekell /
Hunk of a Man
Mengi
21:00 Tim Hecker
Paloma
22:00 DJ Kanilsnældur / DJ Katla /
Nathalie
Park
21:00 DJ Hendrick
Prikið
22:00 DJ Moonshine

Saturday March 15
Bar 11
23:00 Dimma
Bravó
22:00 It Is Magic '80s & '90s DJ set
Café Ray Liotta
22:00 World Narcosis / Pink Street
Boys / Ofvitarnir / Mannvirki
Café Rosenberg
21:00 Ellen Kristjáns / Eyþór Gunnars & Daughters
Dillon
21:00 Daníel F. Böðvarsson &
Magnús T. Eliassen
Harpa
16:00 Women's Choir of Kópavogur
20:00 Women's Choir of Kópavogur
Háskólabíó
20:00 Peter Gabriel's Back to Front
Hitt Húsið
15:00 Four Four
Hressó
22:00 Ultra Mega Techno Bandið
Stefán / Sykur
Kaffibarinn
21:00 Alfons X / Steindor Jonsson
KEX Hostel
21:00 Just Another Snake Cult
Album Release Concert
Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum
17:00 The Unbearable Vicissitudes:
Lute Recital

Sunday March 16
Bravó
22:00 DJ Árni Einar
Kaffibarinn
21:00 FKN Sunday

Monday March 17
Den Danske Kro
22:00 Troubadour Tryggvi

Tuesday March 18
Harpa
20:00 Stop – Let's Protect the Park
20:00 Hafnarfjörður Brass Band

Björk, Before The Flood
Benefit Concert for Nature Groups
Harpa Eldborg | Mar. 18, 20:00 | 8,900 ISK
"Knock knock." "Who's there?" "Björk." "Björk who?" "Björkwho-gives-a-shit-about-the-environment-and-has-a-bunch-ofcool-musician-friends-who-do-too." Environmental issues have
been in the Icelandic news a lot lately, so this benefit concert
for the Iceland Nature Conservation Association and Landvernd,
the Icelandic Environment Association, is very timely. Whether
you came of age listening to Björk and Patti Smith or you’re more
a part of the Mammút and Of Monsters And Men generation,
you won't want to miss this lineup. Ticketholders who pay an
extra 7,000 ISK get to attend the premiere of the new Darren
Aronofsky film 'Noah' earlier in the evening at Sambíóin Egilshöll
cinema. JP
Photo by Skari

15
March

Snakebit in Reykjavík
Album Release Party at KEX Hostel
KEX Hostel | Mar. 15, 21:00| Free!
Snake-handling Baptists beware! Despite the name, Just
Another Snake Cult is not laying down a soundtrack for your
ophidian recreational pursuits. This lo-fi indie pop group is
actually stopping by at KEX Hostel to throw a release party for
their second album, 'Cupid Makes a Fool of Me.' The band was
recently nominated for DV's 2013 culture award, so come by to
KEX Hostel and earn genuine bragging rights for having seen
such a unique band. JP
Photo by Nanna Dís

THE FRESHEST FISH ....AND IDEAS!
After years of study,
strings of awards and
having led kitchens of
some of Reykjavík’s most
esteemed restaurants,
Gústav still sees him
self as just a kid from
up north, with a lifetime passion for fish.

SKÓLAVÖRÐUSTÍGUR 14 - 101 REYKJAVÍK - 571 1100

Wednesday March 19
Gamli Gaukurinn
21:00 Jordan Dykstra / Blewharp
Harpa
21:00 Thomas R. Einarsson / Ojba
Rasta

15
March

Thursday March 20
Café Ray Liotta
21:00 Hudson Wayne / Knife Fights
Dillon
22:00 Pungsig / Bugun / Black Desert Sun
Dolly
21:00 Tina Turner Tribute Night with
DJ Vector
Gamli Gaukurinn
21:00 Morðingjarnir / Strigaskór nr.
42 / For A Minor Reflection / Smári
Tarfur / LITH
Harpa
19:30 An Evening with Mozart – Iceland Symphony Orchestra
Mengi
21:00 Steindór Grétar Kristinsson

Friday March 21
Café Ray Liotta
00:00 DJ Viktor Birgis
Harlem
22:00 DJ Danni Deluxe / DJ Intro
Beats
Harpa
20:00 Led Zeppelin Tribute Band
23:00 Led Zeppelin Tribute Band
Hressó
22:00 Goðsögn Cover Band
Mengi
21:00 Margrét Hrafnsdóttir &
Þórarinn Sigurbergsson
Paloma
22:00 DJ Kári

Safety-Pin-In-Cheek Not Optional
The Third Benefit For Norðanpaunk 2014
Café Ray Liotta | Mar. 15, 21:00 | 500 ISK
Escape the sickly jangles of twee pop, saccharine dreams and
Beliebers with this brutal night of all sub-genres of fast and nasty
music, including ball-kicking punk and violent grindcore. The
evening's lineup is composed of bands that have been confirmed for
the Norðanpaunk festival this summer, including grindcore World
Narcosis, punk rock Pink Street Boys, garage punk Ofvitarnir and
thrashcore Mannvirki. If you don't have the good sense to at least
wear a torn T-shirt, then you'd best step off lest you get trampled
down. FQL

Saturday March 22
Bar 11
23:00 Dorian Gray
Bravó
22:00 DJ Isar Logi (DJ Dramatik)
Café Ray Liotta
00:00 DJ Kári
Dillon
22:00 Samaris
Dolly
22:00 Benni B-Ruff B2B / DJ Kocoon
Gamli Gaukurinn
22:00 Frost / Different Turns /
Morgan Kane
Harlem
22:00 Mulder & Scully / BORG /
Lagaffe Tales Record Label DJs
Hitt Húsið
15:00 Four Four
Mengi
21:00 Good Moon Deer
Paloma
22:00 Dj Hashi / Dj Pilsner
Park
21:00 DJ Eyvi
Prikið
22:00 DJ Danni Deluxxe

Sunday March 23
Bravó
22:00 DJs Deluxe & Yamaho
Harpa
16:00 Young Voices – Unnur Helga
Möller
Hressó
22:00 Jazz Jam Session
Kjarvalsstaðir (Reykjavik Art
Museum)
20:00 Elektra Ensemble
Loft Hostel
21:00 Jessica Browning

Monday March 24
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Katla

Tuesday March 25
Café Rosenberg
21:00 Hjalti Þorkels & Guests
Gamli Gaukurinn
21:00 Moses Hightower
Kaffibarinn
22:00 Krystal Carma
KEX Hostel
20:30 KEXJazz: Karl Orgeltríó

Wednesday March 26
Bravó
22:00 Snorri Helgason DJ Set
Dolly
22:00 DJ El Heffe & Sensei
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Kári
KEX Hostel
20:30 Muses by the Association of
Icelandic Fashion Designers
Prikið
22:00 Gunni Ewok

Thursday March 27
Café Rosenberg
21:00 SamSam & Mummi
Dillon
22:00 The Dirty Deal Blues Band
Dolly
22:00 Nonnimal
Gamli Gaukurinn
22:00 Bob / Strigaskór nr. 42 / The
Cocksuckerband
Harlem
22:00 DJ Unnur Andrea
Hressó
22:00 Urban Lumber Video Release
Party
Kaffibarinn
22:00 HúsDJús / Alfons X

Battle of the Bands
The Reykjavík Music Experiments 2014
Harpa | Mar. 30 to Apr. 2 | 1,000 ISK
The freshest performers of Reykjavík are making their way
to the annual Reykjavík Music Experiments competition. The
festival provides new and developing musicians the opportunity
to perform on the big stage with prizes such as free recording
sessions and new gear on the line, as well as the potential to
get professional recognition like Vök received for winning last
year's competition. The Reykjavík Music Experiments has been
highlighting the new talent of Reykjavík's ever expanding music
scene since it first started back in '82. The concerts in Harpa will
feature the semi-finalists selected from a pool of more than forty
bands involved. BS
Photo by Matthew Eisman
Paloma
22:00 Anna & Kría
Prikið
22:00 Introbeats

Friday March 28
Bravó
22:00 DJ Katla
Brikk
21:00 DJ KGB
Café Ray Liotta
00:00 DJ Rix & Kerr
Café Rosenberg
21:00 Hundur Í Óskilum
Dillon
21:00 Kaleo
Harlem
22:00 Housekell / IT IS MAGIC /
Ghostigital
Kaffibarinn
22:00 Clicklounge / Lagaffe Tales
Record Label DJs
Paloma
22:00 DJ Maggi Lego
Park
21:00 DJ Elements
Prikið
22:00 DJ Logi Pedro

Saturday March 29
Bar 11
23:00 Fox Train Safari
Bravó
22:00 DJ Óli Dóri
Café Ray Liotta
00:00 DJ Einar Sonic
Café Rosenberg
21:00 Gleðisveit Guðlaugar
Dolly
22:00 Record Label Lagaffe Tales
DJs
Harlem
22:00 DJ KGB
Hressó
22:00 White Signal
Hitt Húsið
15:00 Four Four

Kaffibarinn
22:00 Pedro Pilatus / BenSol
Mengi
21:00 Cell7
Prikið
22:00 DJ Árni Kocoon

Sunday March 30
Bravó
22:00 DJ Elvar
Den Danske Kro
22:00 Troubadour Raggi
Hressó
22:00 Live Jazz Jam Session
Kjarvalsstaðir (Reykjavik Art
Museum)
20:00 Nordic Affect

Monday March 31
Café Rosenberg
21:00 Domus Vox Choir Graduation
Concert
English Pub
21:00 Troubadour Ingi Valur

Tuesday April 1
Café Rosenberg
21:00 Elín Ey and Myrra Rós
Gamli Gaukurinn
22:00 Ojba Rasta

Wednesday April 2
English Pub
21:00 Troubadour Biggi
Gamli Gaukurinn
22:00 Anna Hlín and Hljómsveit

Thursday April 3
Dillon
21:00 Nykur
Hressó
22:00 DJ Cyppie and Steini Sax
Mengi
21:00 Bleu Solo Harlem
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ART
OPENINGS AND ONGOING
Reykjavik Museum
of Photography
Exhibitions all year round
ADMISSION FREE

Mar. 14 - Apr. 3
How to use the listings: Venues
are listed alphabetically by day.
For complete listings and detailed
information on venues visit www.
grapevine.is. Send us your listings to:
listings@grapevine.is.

Opening

GRÓFARHÚS 6th Floor
Tryggvagata 15, 101 Reykjavik
Opening Hours: Mon–Thu 12–19
Fridays 12–18, Weekends 13–17
www.photomuseum.is

The Nationa l
Museum of
Icel a nd
Along with the permanent exhibition
that features Iceland’s history from
settlement to present day the
museum offers a variety of exhibitions
during the year, e.g. on Icelandic
silver and photography.

www.thjodminjasafn.is
Suðurgata 41 / 101 Reykjavík

All you need
in one place

Hafnarborg
Shop Show
Shop Show is an exhibition of new
Scandinavian design originally created by the Form Design Center in
Malmö. Its focus lies on sustainability
in production and consumption. It
explores the designer's role as a key
player within the evolution of a community that enhances innovation.
Opens March 22
Runs until May 11
Fancy Cake In The Sun
The exhibit displays selected graphic
prints and artistic books by Swiss
artist Dieter Roth, one of the most
important post-war European artists.
It covers Dieter's artwork from 1957
to 1993.
Opens March 22
Runs until June 17
Kling & Bang
Delights, Doubts, Destruction
This exhibit features new work by Margrét Helga Sesseljudóttir, Ingibjörg
Sigurjónsdóttir, Loji Höskuldsson,
Emma Heiðarsdóttir and Sigurður
Ámundason. Highlights include bizarre sculptures, glittery installations,
paintings and performances.
Opens March 22
Runs until May 4
Listamenn Gallery
Form
Sirra Sigrún Sigurðardóttir and Erling
T.V. Klingenberg's new exhibit is
made up of recently created visual art
pieces that focus on pulling apart and
reassembling forms. There is a special
opening party on March 15 at 17:00.
Opens March 15
Runs until March 29
Listasafn ASI
Unnar Örn
The exhibit includes photographs,
prints, sculptures and videos made by
Atlanta- and Reykjavík-based artist
Unnar Örn. A special opening reception on March 15 begins at 15:00.
Opens March 15
Runs until April 6
Mengi
Volki - Viti
Volki is an Icelandic design company
that focuses on Icelandic materials and production. The exhibition
will display their line of indoor and
outdoor furniture inspired by the form
and the role of the lighthouse.
Shown on March 26, 17:00 to 20:00.
Reykjavík Museum of
Photography
//W//
Photographer Íris Dögg Einarsdóttir
and stylist Erna Bergman have joined
forces to create //W// — an exhibition that portrays photographs based
on the words "water" and "woman,"
reflecting femininity and birth with an
end result that is raw and romantic.
Opens March 20
Runs until April 29
ÞOKA
Raise A Flag
Almost a century ago, after the king of
Denmark Christian X approved the
current Icelandic flag, Hörður Lárusson, the self-appointed chairman
of an unofficial flag committee, is
looking to update it. Suggestions for
the new flag will be sketched and on
display.
Opens March 27
Runs until April 6

Ongoing
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 iZa#/ (*)**'&-.%
ONLY
SWEATER
SELECTION,
NO KNITING
MATERIAL
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www.handknit.is

Anarkia
Sumar Vetrarbrautir
Grassroots artist Ómar Stefánsson's
new exhibition propels viewers into
deep thoughts and reflections about
their surrounding environment.
Runs until March 30

I Am So Funny
Snorri Ásmundsson's 25th Solo Exhibition
Týsgallerí | Feb. 27 to Mar. 23
Iceland's enfant terrible Snorri Ásmundsson shows his 25th
solo exhibition, which is satirically titled 'I Am So Funny.' One
of Snorri's paintings says: “One day I realized that I am the
best painter in Iceland and one of the three best painters in
Europe and one of the five best painters in the world, it was
very nice.” Snorri may enjoy exaggerating, but this is his way
of criticising the framework of the art world and its false
modesty. After all, if artists didn't think their work was unique
and worth looking at, why would they put up an exhibit? YN

Húð - Himnur - Öndun
Hrönn Björnsdóttir's exhibit ("Skin - Sky
- Breath") features spectacular images
that capture vivid movements.
Runs until March 30
Árbær Museum
A guided tour in English through this
open-air museum, which consists of
twenty buildings, begins daily at 13:00.
Admission 1,100 ISK.
On permanent view
Bió Paradís
German Film Days 2014
In cooperation with the Goethe Institute
in Denmark, Bió Paradís will host the
fourth annual German Film Days festival. All screenings will include English
subtitles.
Runs until March 22
The Culture House
An exhibit showcasing principal medieval manuscripts, such as Codices
Regii of the Poetic Edda, Prose Edda,
law codices and Christian works, and
the Icelandic Sagas.
On permanent view
Child Of Hope - Youth And Jón
Sigurðsson
This exhibit explores the life of Icelandic
national hero Jón Sigurðsson, and is
made especially accessible to children, families and school groups.
On permanent view
Millennium - Phase One
A selection of pieces from the collection
of the National Gallery, including a
variety of works by Icelandic artists
from the last two centuries.
On permanent view
The Library Room
The old reading room of the National
Library displays books of Icelandic
cultural history dating from the 16th
century to the present day.
On permanent view
The Einar Jónsson Museum
The museum contains close to 300
works of art, including a beautiful
garden with 26 bronze casts of the
artist's sculptures.
On permanent view
Hverfisgallerí
Turning Point
An exhibition of Kristinn E. Hrafnsson’s artwork consisting of a mixture
of sculptures and photographs. His
works question how humans find their
place within the world and act in a
mondial context.
Runs until March 29

The Icelandic Phallological
Museum
The museum contains a collection of
more than two hundred and fifteen
penises and penile parts belonging to
almost all the land and sea mammals
that can be found in Iceland.
On permanent view
i8 Gallery
This two-person show will combine
visual art installations in the form
of drawings and concrete reliefs by
Icelandic artist Ingólfur Arnarsson, and
a sound installation by Japanese musician Sachiko M.
Runs until March 22
Mokka Kaffi
Bjarni Bernharður shows both recent
and older acrylic and oil paintings at
Mokka Kaffi. Bjarni, like so many other
Icelandic artists, doesn't stick to any
one specific genre, dabbling in everything from poetry to visual art.
Runs until March 21
Museum of Design and Applied
Art
Ertu Tilbúin Frú Forseti?
'Are You Ready, Madam President?'
displays clothes and other accessories
from the wardrobe of former Icelandic
president Vigdís Finnbogadóttir. The
exhibition gives visitors a glimpse into
Vigdís's struggle for recognition and
respect as the first democratically
elected female head of state and
through her choice of clothes.
Runs until October 5
National Gallery of Iceland
TREASURES - Beasts In Cages
This is an exhibition of selected modern
and contemporary works from the
collection of The National Gallery of
Iceland. It is based around several
masterpieces from the pioneers of
Icelandic contemporary art and also
includes works by the generations
who, in various ways, followed in their
footsteps.
Runs until May 11
Form, Colour, Body: High Voltage /
Danger
This is a retrospective exhibition of the
works of painter Magnús Kjartansson
(1949–2006). Kjartansson was part of
the artistic movement that bridged the
gap between formal post-war art and
postmodern art in the '80s and '90s of
the last century.
Runs until May 11
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Places We Like

The Icelandic Cool Cats

Moses Hightower

Moses Hightower For A Soulful And Sexy Night
Gamli Gaukurinn | 21:00 | 2,500 ISK

Moses Hightower will be performing their
poignant soul music in the intimate Gamli
Gaukurinn venue for what should be a
wonderfully dreamy evening. The venue's
quaintness will complement singers
Steingrímur Karl Teague and Andri Ólafsson's
falsetto voices and their superb lyrics, the
latter earning them a nomination as 'Lyricists
of the Year' by the Icelandic Music Awards
for their 2010 album 'Búum Til Börn' ("Let's
Make Babies"). Moses Hightower is known
for their refined funk and unostentatious
soul, and we are really looking forward to
getting lost in their harmonious and beautiful
vibe. Be there or be forever labelled a square
uninteresting banker. FQL

Keep it in your pocket
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The Grapevine picks the events, places and what to experience in the next three weeks

25
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March 14 - April 3
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Best Of Reykjavík
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M a y

SOUVENIR SHOP

The Local Dalí

Thoughtful Colours

SHOP OF T HE Y E A R 2012

Form, Colour, Body: High Voltage / Danger
Listasafn Íslands | 1,000 ISK

Magnús Kjartansson was a leading figure
of Icelandic visual art in the latter half of
the 20th century. His uncanny ability to
bring together figurative and abstract art
earned him respect from both the domestic
and international art world. The late artist's
use of bright colours provides just the right
ingredients for viewers to embark on an
introspective journey, pondering the world
and their place in it. Show up with a full
stomach and your thinking cap on. FQL

27 & 28
M a r c h

Too Old To Die Young

Danish Gagster

Photo by Matthew Eisman

March 14 at 21:00 ELECTRONIC ORGANIST The
critically acclaimed Canadian electronic artist Tim Hecker is making his way to Iceland
again, to play a gig at intimate venue Mengi.
He famously recorded his 'Ravedeath, 1972'
album in Fríkirkja church, rocking the pipe
organ like never before. Tim probably can't
fit the instrument into Mengi, but it'll still be
a bang of a show. Admission 3,000 ISK.
March 20 at 21:00 A BARGAIN FOR A GREAT LINEUP

Kristinn "Kiddi" Arnbjörn Guðmundsson
is fortunate to have lots of musical friends
as he is in need of expensive treatment after
a recent stroke left his left side paralysed.
Morðingjarnir, Strigaskór nr. 42, For A
Minor Reflection, Smári Tarfur and LITH
put on a heck of a show at Gamli Gaukurinn for a meager 1,000 ISK. All proceeds go
to Kiddi and his family.
April 1-4 GREEN DAYS Master students from the

Department of Environment and Natural
Resources are organising an environmental
event at the University of Iceland featuring
lectures, panels and numerous work shops.
Famous keynote speakers include mayor Jón
Gnarr. Free admission.

Valdemar Pustelnik Stand-Up Comedy
Bar 11 | 21:30 | 2,000 ISK

Valdemar Pustelnik's jokes are as funny
as his beard is fiery red and as dark as it
is fuzzy. He is one of Denmark's leading
alternative stand-up comedians, and in his
current programme he mixes anecdotes
with his own puzzling perspective on life,
politics and everything else that can be satirically reinterpreted. Gagster Rökkvi Vésteinsson, one of Iceland's comedy kings,
will put the icing on the cake, making this
an outrageous show not to be missed by
anyone. YN
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Kaffibarinn

G AM
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Taxi

Bergstaðastræti
1
BSÍ

N
A well-established
gem in Reykjavík. Read or
chit-chat comfortably with a hot or alcoholic
drink in this cosy basement with vintage
décor. The laid-back atmosphere makes it
perfect for romantics and philosophers alike.

RIN
G BR

Coach
A popularTerminal
café on weekdays, on weekends

Sun closed. The shopping centres Kringlan and
Smáralind as well as most supermarkets and
The only public transport available in Reykjavík
tourist shops have longer opening hours.
is the bus. Most buses run every 20–30 minutes Swimming pools: Weekdays 06:30–22:00 and
(the wait may be longer on weekends) and the
weekends 09:00–17:00, although each pool
price per fare is 350 ISK for adults and children. varies plus or minus a few hours.
ÞO
RRLyf og heilsa, Egilsgata 3, tel: 563 1020
Multiple day passes are available for purchase at Banks in the centre are open Mon-Fri 09:00AG
AT
A
select locations. Complete route map available
Lyfja,
Laugavegur 16, tel: 552 4045 and Lág-Reykjavík
16:00.
at: www.bus.is. Tel: 540 2700. Buses run from
múla 5, tel: 533 2300
Post Offices
Domestic
07:00–24:00 on weekdays and 10:00–24:00 on
Coach Terminal
Taxiterminals are: Hlemmur and
Airport
Post offices are located around the city. The
weekends. Main
BSÍ, Vatnsmýrarvegur 10,
downtown post office is at Pósthússtræti 3–5,
Lækjartorg.
tel: 562 1011, www.bsi.is
open Mon–Fri 09:00–18:00. Stamps are also
Opening Hours
sold at bookstores, gas stations, tourist shops
Domestic Airlines
Bars and clubs: According to regulations,
and some grocery stores.
Air Iceland, Reykjavíkurflugvöllur,
bars can stay open until 01:00 on weekdays and
tel: 570 3030, www.flugfelag.is
04:30 on weekends.
Eagle Air, Hótel Loftleiðir, tel: 562 4200
Shops: Mon–Fri 10:00–18:00, Sat 10:00–16:00,
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Kaffibarinn turns into a ticket for a wild night
out, as the space fills up with late-night souls
oozing energy in every corner. With DJs spinning and the occasional rock band jamming
out, the party usually lasts until early morning,
HRINGBRA
yet still manages to leave you begging for
more.
LSVE
NAUTHÓ

Hafnarstræti 20, tel: 540 1313
The Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2,
tel: 522 4979
Trip, Laugavegur 54, tel: 433 8747
Pharmacies
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LaugavegurÐA27

This super hip bar has the super unique
signature of being handpainted by sixteen
EG artists and designers. So naturally it’s
local
GE
R TS
GA
really popular
TA with the art crowd! Come by
any night for one of the many excellent DJs
on the roster, live performances in the back
room or karaoke nights. Cheap drinks and
good times abound.
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Kaffitár on Bankastræti is a comfortable little
café with a great selection of coffee, tea and
baked goods on offer. Since Kaffitár is also a
big-name Icelandic roasterie,LYthe caffeinated
NG
HA A classic
beverages on the menu are quality.
GI
spot for caffeine and laptop addicts and
freelancers, but get there early
because it
ST
AR
HA
fills up in no time.
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Tryggvagata 22

Arctic Adventures, Laugavegur 11,
tel: 562 7000
City Centre, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 590 1550
Iceland Excursions – Grayline Iceland,

TM

NK
A

B

University
of Iceland
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Iceland Refund, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 564 6400
Tourist Information

AM

Taxi
BÓ
KH
L .S

TI

ÚSVEG
UR

BA

National
library

H

Emergency number: 112
Medical help: 1770
Dental emergency: 575 0505
Information: 118
Taxi: Hreyfill-Bæjarleiðir: 588 5522
BSR: 561 0000
Tax-Free Refund
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At the Laundromat Café Fyou
ORNcan do your
laundry, drink a beer and have a grandma
read to your children all under one roof. This
kid-friendly café/bar/restaurant prides itself
on its diverse menu, good service, a 5,000
book library (that you can buy or trade from),
board games, newspapers and magazines
(including a fancy WALL OF GRAPEVINES!).

Drinking
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Icelandic
Parliament
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Town
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Reykjavík
Art
Museum

TI
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the background — Nora Magasin has all the
makings of a classy place. The food is entirely
home-made and designed by an imaginative
team that's always adding
fun novelties to
M
EL
HAideal place to start
the menu. The bar is an
GI
the night, with a fine selection of wine, beer
and delicious appetizers. The deep-fried
NE
SH sauce and the peanut
chicken with house
AG
I
butter brownie are both a must-try. The best
thing about Nora is definitely that it remains
a homey atmosphere, always making you feel
welcome.
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Vesturbæjar
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Hardwood tables, turquoise-blueHwalls, huge
Swimming
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Gló has been introducing Icelanders to
healthy eating for several years, offering a
simple menu of delicious
food made from
IR
ELL Patrons have a choice
organic ingredients.
AV
TAR
S
I
E raw, vegetarian (occasionally
betweenMthe
vegan) and chicken meals, each including
a healthy portion of tasty salad, with the
UR
option ofVone
EG of several chocolate cakes for
S
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pudding.
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For quick, tasty and well-priced Thai food,
stop
by this family-run restaurant for reliably
DI
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R
SG
good and invigorating meals. Their cute
EI Ð
harbour-adjacent location is both intimate
and communal at once. Stay and enjoy the
vibe or take your food to go, it will be delicious either way.
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Krua Thai
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Maritime
Museum

Not one, but two Fish restaurants have
opened up, one on Ingólfsstræti, the other on
Skólavörðustigur. Whether it's the catch of
the day or a chicken pesto sandwich you're
ordering, you can't go wrong!
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We are open every day.
www.kraum.is
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Food
1 Fish
Skólavörðustigur 23
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The best selection of
Icelandic design in the
oldest house in Reykjavík,
Aðalstræti 10.

Save Water, Drink Beer
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Venue Finder
Music & Entertainment

New In Town

Café Ray Liotta

13

Hverfisgata 26
Near the corner of Hverfisgata and
Smiðjustígur, you’ll find a narrow corridor
advertised by nothing other than the graffiti
emblazoning its plywood walls. Be brave
and turn down it: You’ll wind up in Café Ray
Liotta, the new music venue in the basement
of Celtic Cross. The space is cosy and
intimate, in perfect keeping with the owner’s
artist-friendly approach to setting up shows.
Thursdays in particular are reserved for
smaller acts; other days see rock and electro
DJs and live performances.
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Red Cross

Laugavegur 12, Laugavegur 116
With two locations right in the heart of
downtown, real second-hand pickers and
diggers will delight in sifting through the
hidden treasures of these goodwill shops. The
neighbourly staff and quirky decorations will
take you through a little slice of history.

Public Phones
There aren’t many public payphones in the
city centre. The tourist information centre
at Aðalstræti 2, City Hall, Kolaportið,
entrance at Landsbankinn and in Lækjargata. Prepaid international phone cards
are recommended for int’l callers.
Internet Access
Most cafés offer free wireless internet
access. Computers with internet connections are available to use at:
Ráðhúskaffi City Hall, Tjarnargata 11
Ground Zero, Frakkastígur 8, near
Laugavegur 45
The Reykjavík City Library, Tryggvagata 15

E

Hressó
Austurstræti 20 | E4

Bar 11
Hverfisgötu 18 | E5

Kaffibarinn
Bergstraðastræti 1 | E5

Bíó Paradís
Hverfisgata 54 | F6

Kaldi Bar / Café
Laugavegur 20b | E5

Bjarni Fel
Austurstræti 20 | E4

Kofinn
Laugavegur 2 | E5

Boston
Laugavegur 28b | F6

Loft Hostel
Bankastræti 7 | E5

Brikk
Hafnarstræti 18 | D4

Mánabar
Hverfisgata 20 | E5

Bunk
Laugavegur 28 | E5

Ölsmiðjan
Lækjargata 10 | E4

Celtic Cross
Hverfisgata 26 | E5

Ölstofan
Vegamótastígur 4 | E5

Den Danske Kro
Ingólfsstræti 3 | E4

Prikið
Bankastræti 12 | E4

Dillon
Laugavegur 30 | F6

Reykjavík Beats
Hverfisgata 46 | E5

Dolly
Hafnarstræti 4 | D3

Rósenberg
Klapparstígur 25 | E5

Dubliner
Hafnarstræti 1-3 | D3

Stofan Café
Aðalstræti 7 | D3

English Pub
Austurstræti 12 | E3

Thorvaldsen
Austurstræti 8 | D3

Gamli Gaukurinn
Tryggvagata 22 | D3

Vegamót
Vegamótastígur 4 | E6

SK
IP

Herrafataverzlun
Kormáks & Skjaldar

Laugavegur 59
With its modern interpretations on classic
menswear, this store allows you to look like
the perfect gentleman. You can look suave
for all your worldly pursuits, whilst getting
nostalgic for bygone times. Everything is
sharp, respectful and tweedsome, with an
old-fashioned vibe.
The National and University Library,
Arngrímsgata 3
Tourist Information Centre, Aðalstræti 2
Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2
Reykjavík Backpackers, Laugavegur 28
Swimming Pools
There are several swimming pools in
Reykjavík. The one in 101 Reykjavík,
Sundhöll Reykjavíkur, is an indoor one,
located at Barónsstígur. It features a
nice sunbathing area and some outdoor
hot tubs. Opening hours: Mon-Thu
from 06:30–22:00, Fri from 06:30–20:00,
Sat from 08:00–16:00 and Sun from
10:00–18:00.

The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5
Tue–Sun 12–17
www.nordice.is

Aurora Reykjavík
Grandagarður 2 | B2
Mon - Sun 10-22
www.aurorareykjavik.is

Reykjavík Art Gallery
Skúlagata 30 | E7
Tuesday through Sunday
14–18
www.artmuseum.is

Gallerí Ófeigur
Skólavörðustígur 5 | E5
Hafnarborg
Strandgata 34, Hafnarfjörður
www.hafnarborg.is

Hverfisgallerí
Hverfisgata 4 | E4
www.hverfisgalleri.is
i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16 | D3
Tue–Fri 11–17 / Sat
13–17 and by appointment. www.i8.is
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ART67
Laugavegur 67 | F7
Mon-Fri 12-18 / Sat
12-16

Hitt Húsið
Gallery Tukt
Pósthússtræti 3-5 | E4
www.hitthusid.is

GU

Shopping
10

B5
Bankastræti 5 | E4

Hannesarholt
Grundarstígur 10 | E5
www.hannesarholt.is
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Swimming
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Harlem
Tryggvagata 22 | D3

The Einar Jónsson
Museum
Eiriksgata | G6
Tue–Sun 14–17
www.skulptur.is
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Hallgríms
kirkja
Church
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Austur
Austurstræti 7 | E3

Ásgrimur Jónsson
Museum
Bergstaðastræti 74
Mon-Fri through Sept. 1
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Glaumbar
Tryggvagata 20 | D3

Museums & Galleries
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Amsterdam
Hafnarstræti 5 | D3

12

Hrím

Laugavegur 25
Unlike other design shops in town, this one
goes beyond national borders to bring some
of the most innovative and stylish creations
from designers around the world. It is also
the official sales point of Lomography in
Iceland, so get yourself a Diana camera and
start snapping.

Public Toilets
Public toilets in the centre can be found
inside the green-poster covered towers
located, for example, at Hlemmur, Ingólfstortorg, by Hallgrímskirkja, by Reykjavík Art Museum, Lækjargata and by
Eymundsson on Skólavörðustígur. Toilets
can also be found inside the Reykjavík
City Hall and the Reykjavík Library.

The Icelandic Phallological Museum
Laugavegur 116 | F8
www.phallus.is
Kirsuberjatréð
Vesturgata 4 | C2
www.kirs.is
Kling & Bang
Hverfisgata 42 | E6
Thurs–Sun from 14–18
www.this.is/klingogbang

Reykjavík Art
Museum Hafnarhús
Tryggvagata 17 | D3
Open 10-17
Thursday 10 - 20
Kjarvalsstaðir
Flókagata 24
Open 10 - 17
Ásmundarsafn
Sigtún
Open 10 - 17
www.listasafnreykjavikur.is
Reykjavík City Library
Tryggvagata 15 | D3
www.borgarbokasafn.is
Reykjavík City
Museum Árbæjarsafn
Kistuhylur 4
Open daily 10-17
Settlement Exhibition
Reykjavík 871+/-2
Aðalstræti 17 | E3
Open daily 10–17
Reykjavík Maritime
Museum
Grandagarður 8 | B2
www.maritime-vv
museum.is

Saga Museum
Perlan, open daily 10-18
www.sagamuseum.is
Sigurjón Ólafsson
Museum
Laugarnestangi 70
www.lso.is

Kunstschlager
Rauðarárstígur 1 | G8
Mon-Sat from 15-18
www.kunstschlager.com

SÍM
Hafnarstræti 16 | D4
Mon-Fri 10-16
www.sim.is

Living Art Museum
Skúlagata 28 | E7
Tue-Sun 12-17
www.nylo.is

Spark Design Space
Klapparstígur 33 | E5
Mon-Fri 10-18
Sat 12-16
www.sparkdesignspace.com

The National Gallery
of Iceland
Fríkirkjuvegur 7 | F4
Tue–Sun 11–17
www.listasafn.is
The National Museum
Suðurgata 41 | G2
Open daily 10–17
www.natmus.is

G

Reykjavík Museum of
Photography
Tryggvagata 16 | D3
Weekdays 12–19 / Sat–
Sun 13–17
www.ljosmyndasafnreykjavikur.is

Knitting Iceland
Laugavegur 25 | E6
www.knittingiceland.is

Mokka Kaffi
Skólavörðustígur 3A | E5
www.mokka.is

G

Wind & Weather
Gallery
Hverfisgata 37 | E6
Open daily 09-02
www.windandweather.is
ÞOKA
Laugavegur 25 | E5
www.thoka.is

F

Best Of

Reykjavík

Every year around the beginning of July, we make a BEST OF REYKJAVÍK ISSUE celebrating some
of what makes Reykjavík-life worthwhile, posting some good entries into a hopefully never-ending
discussion. The primary purpose of BEST OF REYKJAVÍK is celebration! It’s about big-upping stuff,
giving mad props to it and patting it on the shoulder. The following are some nice tips we pulled
from BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2013 which you can read in full at www.grapevine.is.

BEST GODDAMN
RESTAURANT:
SNAPS

BEST POOL:
LAUGARDALSLAUG

BEST HABERDASHERY:
JÖR

Holy moly. This is a first. Yup, SNAPS has
earned BEST GODDAMN RESTAURANT
for two years in a row. How did they do
it? Well, according to our definition, a
'best goddamn restaurant' needs to be 'on
the cheaper side,' 'consistent,' 'tasty' and
'available.' SNAPS managed this during its
first year, and it is managing it again right
now. Offering the perfect balance between
good food, great atmosphere and affordable pricing, SNAPS remains the best
choice for everyday dining — preferably
with friends in tow — when you want to feel
a little fancier than you do when stuffing
your face with a slice of pizza or a sub of
the month. HOORAY FOR SNAPS!

Oh, we know, we know! Everyone has such
strong opinions about their local pools and
fights for their sundlaug to the death, so
people are generally furious and defensive
about this category. Through all the myriad
opinions and local favouritisms, Laugardalslaug still manages to shine through like
a beacon of watery pool goodness, especially since its extensive revamp completed. This pool literally has it all — fun and
games, relaxation and leisure, exercise
pools, therapeutic hot tubs and sports
facilities. The place is just so iconic, too; a
must-go for any visitor.

It takes a certain level of slick to pull off
naming a clothing line after yourself. JÖR
by Guðmundur Jörundsson has that and
more. Whether you're looking for clean,
classic styles or some flashier pinstripes
and pastels, the folks here will deck you
out. The company's Laugavegur location
has head-to-toe supplies for the Reykjavík gentleman: hats, coats, ties, watches,
everything down to the soles of the shoes.
JÖR has the fresh cuts that can take you
from a Friday night out straight to your best
bud's wedding day.

Sundlaugavegur 30

Laugavegur 89

Þórsgata 1

Hótel Natura
Every day from 16:00 to 18:00.
Half off all drinks, Beer 475 ISK, Wine 625
ISK.

A GUIDE
THAT FUCKS
YOU UP

Hótel Plaza Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. Beer 500 ISK.
Iða Zimsen
Coffee happy hour every day from 8:00 to
10:00. All coffee 300 ISK. Every day from
19:00 to 22:00. Beer 445 ISK.

A list of every
Happy Hour in
101 Reykjavík

Kaffi Kompaníið
Thursday to Sunday from 14:00 to 17:00.
2 for 1 Beer 850 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.
Kaldibar
Every day from 17:00 to 20:00.
2 for 1 on Beer and Wine.

101 Hótel
Every day from 16:00 to 18:00. Beer 475 ISK,
Wine 595 ISK.

Kiki Queer Bar
Thursday from 20:00 to 22:00.
Beer 450 ISK, Wine 600 ISK.

Austur
Thursday to Saturday from 20:00 to 00:00.
Beer 800 ISK, Wine 800 ISK.

Kolabrautin
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00.
Beer 450 ISK, Wine 700 ISK, Cocktails from
1,000 ISK, Champagne 1,500 ISK.

B5
Every day from 16:00 to 22:00. Beer 550
ISK, Cider 700 ISK, Wine 550 ISK.
Bar 11
Thursday to Saturday from
21:00 to 00:00. Beer 500 ISK.
Bíó Paradís
Monday to Sunday from 17:00 to 19:30.
2 for 1 Beer 800 ISK, 2 for 1 Wine 500 ISK.
Bjarni Fel
Monday to Friday from 21:00 to 23:00. 2 for 1
Beer 990 ISK, shot with soda 1,300 ISK, shot
with energy drink 1,400 ISK.

NEW BAR MENU

Selected drinks

at half price
Kaldi, Icelandic
microbrewery
Stella Artois
White- and red wine
Bergstaðastræti 37
Tel: 552 5700
www.galleryrestaurant.is
gallery@holt.is

Sparkling wine
Cocktail of the day

Boston
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 550 ISK, Wine 550 ISK.
Bunk Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.
2 for 1 Beer 900 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.
Celtic Cross
Every day from 17:00 to 20:00.
2 for 1 Beer 1,000 ISK.
Den Danske Kro
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 2 for 1 Beer
950 ISK, 2 for 1 Guiness 1,000 ISK, 2 for 1
Wine 1,000 ISK.
Dillon
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.
Beer, Wine and Whisky 550 ISK.
Dolly
Tuesday to Thursday from 20:00 to 22:00,
Friday and Saturday from 17:00 to 22:00. Beer
500 ISK, Wine 500 ISK.
Dubliner
Every day from opening until 22:00. 2 for 1
Beer 1,000 ISK, 2 for 1 Wine 1,000 ISK, shot
of Jameson 900 ISK.

Lebowski Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00.
2 for 1 Beer 900 ISK, Wine for 1,100 ISK.

Download the FREE
Grapevine Appy
Hour app!
Every happy hour in
town in your pocket.
Available in the App
store and on the
Android Market.
Einar Ben
Every day from 19:00 to 21:00.
Beer 500 ISK.
Gamli Gaukurinn
Every day from 21:00 to 22:00.
Beer 500 ISK, single shot 500 ISK.
Glaumbar
Monday to Thursday from 21:00 to 1:00. Friday
to Saturday from 21:00 to 4:30. Beer 390 ISK.
Harlem
Every day from 17:00 to 22:00.
Beer 550 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.
Hótel 1919
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 575 ISK, Cocktail of the day half price.
Hótel Holt Gallery Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. Beer 650 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK, Cocktail of the day 1,200 ISK.

Loft Hostel Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 500 ISK, Cider 500 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.
Micro Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. Beer 600 ISK.
Miðgarður Bistro bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. All drinks half
price, Beer 500 ISK, Wine 600 ISK.
Nora Magasin
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00.
Beer 500 ISK, House Wine 600 ISK.
Prikið
Monday to Friday from 16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 500 ISK.
Roadhouse
Friday and Saturday 22:00 to 23:00.
2 for 1 Beer 895 ISK, Wine 895 ISK.
SKY Bar & Lounge
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00, Beer 500 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.
Slippbarinn
Every day from 16:00 to 18:00. Beer 500 ISK,
Wine 500 ISK, selected Cocktails 950 ISK.
Stofan
Every day from 17:00 to 20:00.
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 800 ISK.
Vínsmarkkarinn
Monday to Saturday from 18:00 to 20:00.
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.
Þingholtsbar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. Beer 500 ISK.

ART
ONGOING
– continued –

The National Museum of Iceland
From A Different Angle: Photography By Icelandic Women 18722013
The exhibition features one hundred
pictures taken by Icelandic women
in the past 125 years, and showcases
what women have been doing in that
period. The pictures are shown in the
two museums simultaneously. See
also Reykjavík Museum of Photography.
Runs until May 11
The Making Of A Nation
This exhibition is intended to provide
insight into the history of the Icelandic
nation, from its settlement to the
present day.
On permanent view
The Old Harbour
Iceland Expo Pavillion
From 10:00 to 22:00 every day,
Sagafilms projects a film of Icelandic
scenery inside their Iceland Expo
Pavillion, providing a unique 360° film
experience.
On permanent view
Reykjavík Art Museum Ásmundarsafn
"I’ve Never Seen Figurative Electricity"
The exhibition displays works by Icelandic sculptor Ásmundur Sveinsson
(1893-1982) along with new works by
nine Icelandic contemporary artists.
By highlighting abstract works from
the later period of his career, the exhibition seeks to shed light on similarities found in works of contemporary
art today.
Runs until April 27
Reykjavík Art Museum Hafnarhús
Cadences Of Line And Color
Featuring works by over 30 artists, the
exhibition showcases art in the spirit
of "visual music." The exhibition was
organized in collaboration with the
Reykjavík Centre for Visual Music.
Runs until April 13
Erró: The World Today
The Reykjavík Art Museum's alreadyextensive collection of paintings by
Erró has grown considerably in recent
years. The Icelandic master's colourful
postmodern pastiches are both playful and profound.
Runs until August 24
Katrín Sigurðardóttir: Foundation
Katrín Sigurðardóttir's large-scale
installation is comprised of a raised
floor which extends beyond the walls
of the exhibition space. Visitors can
step onto the platform and walk on it.
Runs until April 13
Reykjavík Art Museum Kjarvalsstaðir
Harro
The exhibition will display Finnish artist
Harro's pop-art period, and present
several of his best-known works from
1968 to 1972. Harro's art is particularly
relevant to current affairs in Icelandic
society because of the ongoing recovery from the financial collapse, as it
asks us to reevaluate cultural values.
Runs until May 18
Core
Hildur Ásgeirsdóttir Jónsson's exhibition
features a collection of large-scale
woven paintings made on a threemetre-wide loom, including several
newly created pieces.
Runs until May 18
The Seasons In Kjarval's Art
Every season imbues the land with new
life, and every cloud sheds new colour
upon the mountains. This exhibit focuses on how land and saga merge to
become one in the works of Jóhannes
Kjarval.
Runs until October 12
The Reykjavík City Library
The collection centres around new
Nordic literature, both fiction and
nonfiction. The library lends out
novels, academic publications, audio
books and more.
On permanent view
Reykjavík City Museum
Reykjavík 871 +/- 2: The Settlement
Exhibition
Archaeological findings from ruins of
one of the first houses in Iceland and
other excavations in the city centre,
open daily from 10:00 to 17:00.
On permanent view

Kópavogur
Art MuseumGerðarsafn

Hamraborg 4, Kópavogur
Tel. +354 570 0440
Open 11–17
Closed on Mondays
www.gerdarsafn.is

//W//
Women And Water
Reykjavík Museum of Photography | Mar 20 to Apr 29 |
The new exhibition opening at the Reykjavík Museum of
Photography is going to make a big splash. Created by
photographer Íris Dögg Einarsdóttir and stylist-designer Erna
Bergman, the exhibition displays photographs inspired by the
mystical yet commonplace connection between femininity and
water. The photographs capture the rawer side of femininity
and birth, while also illustrating the romantic and idyllic
notions attributed to the female body. BS

Find all art listings
online
listings.grapevine.is
Reykjavík Maritime Museum
From Poverty To Abundance
Photos documenting Icelandic fishermen at the turn of the 20th century.
On permanent view
The History of Sailing
Iceland's maritime history museum
showcases the growth of the Reykjavík harbour and how it has changed
with the times.
On permanent view
The Coast Guard Vessel Óðinn
This vessel sailed through all three Cod
Wars and has also served as a rescue
ship to more than 200 ships.
On permanent view
Reykjavík Museum of
Photography
From A Different Angle: Photography By Icelandic Women 18722013
The exhibition features one hundred
pictures taken by Icelandic women
in the past 125 years, and showcases
what women have been doing in that
period. The pictures are sourced
both from amateur and professional
photographers, and shown in the two
museums simultaneously. See also
The National Museum of Iceland
Runs until May 11
Petites Pauses
In 'Petites Pauses,' the French photographer, composer and musician
Vincent Malassis focuses on the daily
lives of inhabitants of a small village
in Brittany, France. His photographic
style borrows equally from realism
and traditional contemporary western
paintings.
Runs until May 9
Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum
Children At Play
An exhibition of sculptures from the
oeuvre of Sigurjón Ólafsson. The title
of the exhibition refers both to Sigurjón's 1938 relief of the same name
and other works in the exhibition that
might awaken children and teen's
interest in Sigurjón's art.
Runs until May 11
SÍM
Celestial Navigation
Artist Húbert Nói Jóhannesson has
painted a piece, painstakingly recreated entirely from memory: a box
which depicts the stars of the night
sky. The installation questions the
limitations of mankind's memory and
the connection between accuracy and
art. It is on display in Neskirkja.
Runs until March 31

Ufsilon
What are the graduates from the Iceland Academy 2013 working on? You
can find the answer at SÍM Auditorium, where six graduates created and
designed a group exhibition together.
It consists of drawings, interactive
sculpture, windows installation, photography and video work.
Runs until March 24
Spark Design Space
Attikatti - Teaser
The Attikatti Team — consisting of 11
designers — opens up an experimental teahouse at Spark Design Space
that completely reinterprets traditional
teahouse culture by playing with
various aspects of tea. Don't expect
your tea to be served in a traditional
cup, but rather in unusual ways that
appeal to all your senses and make for
a unique experience.
Runs until March 20
Tysgallerí
I Am So Funny
Iceland's enfant terrible Snorri
Ásmundsson celebrates his 25th solo
exhibition. He draws from various
media, from videos to performances
on different scales, but in recent years
he has focused on canvas painting. In
this exhibition, Snorri displays paintings which he comment on political
and social phenomena.
Runs until March 23
Volcano House
The exhibition gives a brief overview of
Iceland’s geological history and volcanic systems, with superb photographs
of volcanic eruptions and other magnificent aspects of Icelandic nature.
On permanent view
Wind and Weather Gallery
Street Performances
Guðlaug Mía Eyþórsdóttir's mixedmedia installation includes a creature
performing hypnotic dance moves.
Guðlaug's work can safely be called
magical, as it gives materials an
altered context by combining them in
new and unusual ways.
Runs until March 29
ÞOKA
Rolling Repeat Cycles And Turns
International artist Rebekka Moran's
new exhibition explores the nomadic
tumbleweed plant that symbolizes
the passage of time across empty
landscapes. It inspired her to create a
loop-driven sculpture made of 16mm
film for this exhibition.
Runs until March 21

Press Photo
Exhibition

Hönnunarsafn Íslands
Museum of Design
and Applied Art
Garðatorg 1, Garðabær
Tel. +354 512 1525
Open 12–17
Closed on Mondays
www.honnunarsafn.is

Hafnarborg
The Hafnarfjordur
Centre of Culture
and Fine Art

Strandgata 34, Hafnarfjörður
Tel. +354 585 5790
Open 12–17
Thursdays 12–21
Closed on Tuesdays
www.hafnarborg.is
PShop Show
Contemporary Nordic design
Fancy-Cake in the Sun
Dieter Roth selected print works

„Are you ready, Madam.
President?“
Kosmos
Dögg Guðmundsdóttir

To
the
Blue
Lagoon

Travel the
world of music
View our exciting 2013/14 season
at www.sinfonia.is.

Box office » 528 5050 » www.sinfonia.is » www.harpa.is
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For your mind, body and soul

Secret Smørrebrød Society
Jómfrúin

smoked salmon, caviar, shrimp, asparagus and lemon (1,640 ISK) followed
by a half portion of Brisket of Beef on
rye with butter, pickles, horseradish,
tomato and parsley (1,200 ISK).
All of our open sandwiches were
really delicious. We both made the
remark that seldom have not-so-fresh
ingredients been made to taste so
fresh. By that, we simply mean that the
taste that is prevalent is the pickled
one, the savoury one. Even the spicy
one, but then in the mustard-vein of
spicy. The sandwiches were beautifully
and ambitiously crafted, looking pitchperfect on our plates. The plaice was
especially delicious, the fish cooked
perfectly, crisp yet flaky, as it should
be. The accompaniments made for a
really balanced dish. I for one was very
happy with the “Hangover” Roast Beef.
The mustard and horseradish were a
wonderful compliment to both the
meat and egg. Highly recommended.
The whole experience made for
one the finer Sundays I've ever experienced. For the unknowing, untrained
eye, it is perfectly understandable that
one might overlook Jómfrúin—despite its prominent location. Former
and current pop stars, politicians and
in general slightly-drunk-people-alot-older-than-you are only the very
outward-most display when in fact, at
Jómfrúin, you are made to feel truly
welcome. And the wonderful sandwiches and alcohol aren't bad either!

friendly smiles from surrounding
tables suggest the fraternity of belonging to an exclusive club of some sort.
Lækjargata 4, 101 Reykjavík
Upon entering Jómfrúin, the most
surprising thing is probably the size of
What We Think:
the restaurant: it's very roomy, remiA cultural "oplevelse"
niscent in a way of a canteen, and the
Flavour:
tables are numerous. Make no mistake,
Pickled, dried, cured, delicious
however, on weekends in the summer
you will be needing a reservation. My
Ambiance:
companion and I had nonetheless
Aristocratic, yet inviting
chosen the perfect day to visit: an
Service:
extremely sunny and warm Sunday in
Attentive, professional
late February.
Price for 2 (without drinks):
Though my companion had actu5-6,000 ISK
ally visited the establishment a number of times (along with his mother,
of course) this was my maiden voyage.
And, what can I say? When in Rome...
you absolutely must order a Danish
Jómfrúin ("The Virgin") is a rather
beer on tap (950 ISK). And you absooffbeat restaurant in the heart of
lutely must order a Danish schnapps
Reykjavík with one of the most
(recommendations include Gammel
loyal clienteles the city has ever seen.
Dansk (990 ISK) or Akvavit, (950 ISK))
Though the restaurant has been a
before even opening the menu. Please
fixture of the downtown facade since
note: Jómfrúin is only open until
opening in the late 1980s, their bag—
18:00. So this means you will have to
Dansk Smørrebrød, Danish open-face
endure feeling a bit tipsy before supsandwiches—has never really made a
per—this seems to me to be a big part
splash with the younger generations.
of the fun (and no doubt popularity) of
n y fthing.
a m o Jómu s p e o p the
l e restaurant.
are regulars here
But that's m
theawhole
frúin has never really been the talk of
When it came to the eats, however,
the town because their upper-middleI chose a half-portion of the Ham Speclass clients want to keep it that way— cial on rye with a spicy beetroot salad,
Jómfrúin is a cultural establishment,
egg quarters and leek (1,460 ISK) and
serving up the heritage of our former
the rather cheeky choice of the "Hangoverlords from the land of Tuborg and over" Roast Beef on rye with tomato
Tivoli. This may sound a bit snobbish,
slices, Dijon-mustard, horseradish,
and in a way it is, but once inside you
black pepper and a fried egg. My comare nonetheless made to feel welcome
panion chose the half-portion of plaice
by staff and loyal customers alike. The
on rye with freshly made tartar sauce,

BJÖRN TEITSSON
NANNA DÍS

many famous people are regulars here

Ban Thai
the finest Thai restaurant in Iceland
www.banthai.is

Top Ten Best Restaurants In Iceland

the best thai food
2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013

Laugavegur 130, ofan við Hlemm
Tel : 692-0564

Also Recommend.....

y u m m i y u m m i Tel: 588-2121

H v e r f i s g a t a 123, 105 Rvk.

www.yummy.is

We’ve Been Waiting For You, Kimchi!
K-Bar
Lækjargata 8, 101 Reykjavík
What We Think:
A much needed answer to a huge
demand
Flavour:
Savoury, spicy, sweet, pickled
Ambiance:
Upscale dive bar
Service:
Friendly and professional
Price for 2 (with drinks):
8,000 ISK (a steal)

Several attempts have already been
made to open up a Korean restaurant in
Iceland—at least once in the mid-nineties
and again at the turn of the century. For
inexplicable reasons all previous attempts
have failed, which is why there is so much
riding on this newest attempt at Korean
cuisine in Reykjavík.
To be honest, I had been to K-Bar a
few times of my own accord before this
particular visit. The place opened up to
high acclaim in the wake of the Iceland
Airwaves festival in early November last
year. It serves a wide variety of craft beers
from around the globe and also has one
of the most enticing cocktail menus in the
city. K-Bar also offers happy-hour prices
between 17:00 and 18:00 where KFC
(meaning Korean Fried Chicken) wings
and the beer of the week are available for
a measly 990 ISK. So needless to say I’ve
been there once or twice.
This particular visit however took
place late on a Saturday night. It had

obviously been a busy evening as the
place was a bit chaotic when we arrived
and our table wasn't yet ready. This might
have presented a problem but we were
eager to sit by the bar for a few minutes
given that the cocktails served at K-Bar
are of immense quality and ambition. My
companion chose the Kim-Jong Collins
(1,990 ISK) a sweet and tangy emulsion
of gin, ginger beer and orange zest, a true
delight. I chose the French 74, a lovely
concoction of gin, lemongrass, sparkling
wine and lime (1,990 ISK).
The cocktails made for a good start
to the evening, making my companion
and myself even hungrier. For a starter
my companion chose the Kimchi-Mandu
dumplings (1,790 ISK) with tofu served
with a soy-based dipping sauce with
spring onions and sesame seeds. The
dumplings were grilled on one side making for a crispy contrast to the smooth and
savoury kimchi on the inside. The dipping
sauce gave the dish a lighter, fresher overtone. I chose the Soft-Shell Crab Tempura
(2,290 ISK) which, as the name suggests,
was a soft-shell crab, deep fried in tempura
batter. It was really crispy and appetizing,
the kind of dish you eat with your hands,
served with chilli-mayo that was obviously
made from scratch and had, surprisingly,
some heat. Very nice indeed.
For the main course my companion
chose one of K-Bar’s signature dishes,
The Bi Bim Bap hot pot (2,590 ISK). A
Bi Bim Bap is basically steamed rice and
vegetables, pickled vegetables, dried seaweed and a source of protein (pork/beef/
chicken/tofu) along with an egg that is
cooked in the pot by the heat of the other
elements. A splash of Sriracha chilli sauce
is added to bind the flavours together, and

it is quite popular to add an extra splash of
that elixir once the dish has been served.
The Bi Bim Bap is a very hearty dish that
is sufficient as a meal on its own. The dish
is beautifully crafted, colourful and bright,
although this time around the rice was a
bit dry, which was something of a disappointment.
I on the other hand chose a Ssäm
dish as my main course. The Bo Ssäm
with pork shoulder (2,690 ISK) is served
with ssäm-sauce, kimchi, rice and lettuce
leaves, the idea being to use the lettuce
leaves to wrap up the pork, rice and kimchi. The roll is then supposed to be dipped
in the aforementioned sauce. The idea
is a fine one, but my dish suffered from
the same affliction as my companion’s Bi
Bim Bap, meaning that the rice was way
too dry, from which there was no escape.
The pork itself could also have been a bit
more tender.
For dessert we decided to try the
now infamous, though certainly not very
Korean, Cronut (790 ISK). This was a new
experience for both of us and it was very
interesting. The cronut is the bastard child
of the French croissant and the American
donut served with a sweet frosting. It was
quite tasty, I must admit, but a bit heavy.
Probably heavier than either a croissant or
a donut, both of which are usually light as
a feather.
All in all, my companion and I had a
good time, but I know that K-Bar can do
better. Everything started off the way you
would expect, but our main courses really
left for something to be desired.
BJÖRN TEITSSON
NANNA DÍS

Reykjavik

Est. 2012

FRENCH ONION SOUP

Icelandic Ísbúi cheese, croûtons
1.790.kr

MOULES MARINIÈRES

steamed mussels from Breiðafjörður
1.800.kr

FISH OF THE DAY
chef´s special
3.200.kr

101 ÓÐINSTORG REYKJAVÍK ÍSLAND SNAPSBISTRO.IS
snapsbistro@snapsbistro.is +354 5116677

One stop Apple shop
Macland is the only Apple service provider and reseller in downtown Reykjavík.

Laugavegur 17 | 580 7500 | macland.is

GOLDEN CIRCLE AND
MAGICAL NIGHTS
This is a tour that combines the famous Golden
Circle with a visit to a geothermal spa with
hot spring bathing, dinner and a chance to
enjoy the natural magic of the Northern lights!
Price: 29.900 ISK.
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Shrug Away The
Stale Winter Torpor…
And celebrate creativity
at DesignMarch 2014
By Alice Demurtas

There is something incredibly alluring
about the month of March: sometimes
it’s the fresh and crispy scent of spring
that lingers on the streets on sunny
afternoons; other times it’s the lack of
any sign that summer is approaching.
One thing is certain though: the days are
getting longer and brighter and it’s this
time of year that Reykjavík starts to fill
up with events that make it impossible
for us not to shrug away our stale winter
torpor. One of the first events on the list
is the much anticipated DesignMarch
festival taking place this year on March
27–30.
Conceived in 2009 a year after the
Icelandic Design Centre opened, the
festival boasts about 100 openings,
exhibitions, lectures and workshops that
give us the chance to connect with the
emerging local design scene. Although it
grows bigger every year, festival director
Greipur Gíslason says he intends for
DesignMarch to be more akin to a town
fair than a big expo. “We never wanted
to create an event of huge magnitude
such as Airwaves,” Greipur says. “Nev-

ertheless, the impact DesignMarch has
on Icelandic design is quite important:
we attract ten percent of the nation
and a fair number of tourists who are
interested not only in design but also in
experiencing Icelandic food, nature and
culture.”

Pushing Professionalism
Ultimately their ambition is, as Greipur
says, to push Iceland to a more professional environment. “The work that is
done at the Iceland Design Centre has
been very important for designers and
the promotion of their work, in both a
social and a business perspective,” affirms Guðný Hafsteinsdóttir, a ceramics
furniture designer and project manager
of the Society of Icelandic Ceramics
Artists. “Yet, the event is also vital for the
community as it helps people to get in
touch with design and makes them more
aware of it.”
Indeed, educating the public on the
status of Icelandic Design is something
that DesignMarch strives to accomplish

On The Cover
Left to right: Þórunn Árnadóttir,
winner of Best Product for her lovable
yet eerie melting kitty PyroPet; Guðmundur Jörundsson, winner of Best
Fashion Design for JÖR, Kristín María
Sigþórsdóttir, winner of Best Project
for her and her group’s Story Delicious food experience; Sigga Heimis,
Best Product Line for her glass organs
which she made with the Vitra Design
Museum.
Cover by: Nanna Dís

every year. At the festival’s DesignTalks,
whose theme this year is “Dealing with
Reality,” prominent thinkers, businessmen and designers of our times discuss
the role of design in present-day society,
the challenges emerging artists have to
face in the contemporary world and the
importance of strategies and collaborations when building a creative business.
“We want to explore the idea of designers as strategists and teach people how
strategic thinking can work on different
levels and contexts, from working in architecture to creating a new company,”
Greipur explains.
This is a crucial and heartfelt topic
for younger generations in particular,
who will have the opportunity to listen to
established and outstanding personalities such as Marco Steinberg, a former
professor at Harvard University and
consultant for the Finnish government,
who will talk about design thinking
in a non-design environment such as
politics; Robert Wong, who will discuss
cooperation between designers and
international companies such as Google,

where he currently works as chief
creative officer; and legendary fashion
designer Calvin Klein, who will present
various strategies used by designers at
different stages of their career, including
the search for a suitable replacement.

Connecting With The
Community
Of course there is no design festival
without exhibitions and DesignMarch
will be chock full of them for four days:
from an ongoing auction organised by
Guðný Hafsteinsdóttir and her colleague
Unnur Gröndal to individual presentations by Hanna Whitehead, Austurland:
Designs from Nowhere and Staka that
all seem to draw inspiration from Icelandic history and tradition. Hanna Whitehead will, for instance, be presenting
a collection inspired by the Stone Age;
Staka will show unique leather accessories inspired by famous characters of the
Old Sagas; and Designs from Nowhere
will present the result of workshops in

which local and international designers
focused on using local materials such
as seaweed, stones and fishing nets.
Finally, there’s also the annual Reykjavík
Fashion Festival, attracting journalists
and fashion enthusiasts who eagerly
await new collections by established and
emerging Icelandic fashion designers
such as ELLA, JÖR and Magnea.
DesignMarch is all in all about taking
a moment to observe things, to discern
the bonds between objects, nature,
history and reality. It’s about celebrating
creativity and the endless struggle of
human beings to create. But most of all,
it’s about realising that the best way we
can learn who we are or who we want to
be, both as individuals and as nations,
is by interacting with each other, sharing ideas, inspirations and meaningful
unique stories. “We feel we can make
an impact,” Greipur says. “We want to
educate the public but also help people
to connect in a familiar and intimate
environment—not only the professionals
but also the general public, together as a
community.”

3

In our souvenir shop you will find Icelandic design inspired by the Northern Lights
Designs by:
Dimmblá
Stál í stál - Jens
Volcap
Olason paintings
Gingó hönnun
Svandís Kandís
and more
Free coffee & tea
at our store

Maritime
museum
CCP

Hotel
Marina

The
Northern
Light Center

Visit us and experience our multimedia exhibition
It's only a ten-minute walk from the city center
The old
harbour
Harpan
Music hall
Reykjavík
Art museum
Kolaportið
fleemarket

www.aurorareykjavik.is

Grandagarður 2 - 101 Reykjavík
Open every day from 10:00 - 22:00
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Does Iceland Need A
New Flag?
Hörður Lárusson weighs in…
By Larissa Kyzer

A hundred years ago, a committee was
established to design the new Icelandic
flag. In doing so, they petitioned the
public for ideas and received 46 unique
designs. During DesignMarch, Hörður
and two fellow graphic designers—Atli
Þór Árnason and Unnie Arendrup—will
be replicating this public petition as
part of their “Raise a Flag” event where
they too will accept design suggestions
for a new Icelandic flag. The resulting
drawings will be displayed at Gallery
ÞOKA during DesignMarch. We got
in touch with Hörður to find out more
about it.
Why do you think it's time to redesign the Icelandic flag?
This might be a strange way to start my
answers, but I don’t actually think our
flag needs to be redesigned. I’m sure
many can come up with what they think
is a better version of the flag. But in
theory, there is nothing wrong with our
current one. It’s simple, easy to draw
by memory, has strong colours and
doesn’t have any negative connotations.
Really, the only reason one would have
to redesign it is a selfish one, a ‘just
because’ kind of reason.
What are some of the design elements of the current flag that you
think do—or don't—work very well?
Design wise, I think the Icelandic flag
works quite well. It has three strong
colours with strong contrasts between
the adjacent ones (blue touches white
touches red). It bears the so-called
“Scandinavian Cross,” which links us to
the other Nordic countries. The proportions of the flag are well thought out. I

could go on.
If you were to start completely from
scratch, without any outside suggestions, what would your proposal
for the new Icelandic flag look like?
My proposal would most likely go in the
direction of using Icelandic nature as
the core element, possibly with a focus
on the sea, as it plays such a huge part
in who we are as a nation. So I can most
certainly say there would be a lot of
blue in it.
When the public was surveyed 100
years ago, their designs used a
number of recurrent symbols, patterns and colour schemes. Do you
expect to see new design trends or
popular colour palattes emerge this
month?
We might see a few fish, maybe a whale
or a puffin. About the colour, there
actually are some rules when it comes
to flags and such symbols. To be strict,
the only colours one is allowed to use
are blue, red, green, black, yellow and
white. But not all countries follow this
and for our suggestions there won’t
be colour restrictions. I’m hoping for
something radical, something new,
something current and fun.
In the past, both a flattened cod and
a falcon were national symbols. Do
you think these still appropriately
represent Iceland? Are there other
symbols that better suit the country
today?

The flattened cod, simply because it
was one of our main exports to Denmark and then the falcon because we
wanted something more noble than a
cod. So we wanted a falcon with open
wings about to take flight. This was to
symbolise the new nation, about to take
off flying on our own. The only problem
was that the artist in Denmark only
found one stuffed falcon to draw, and
that bird was sitting still, wings folded.
So our heroic bird, about to take flight,
ended up sitting dead still (literally) on
a rock.
Finding new symbols for a country
like ours is much harder today than it
was 100 years ago. Our culture has become more diverse, so we would most
likely have to rely on something from
the past. Or, as I mentioned before,
something very neutral, like nature.
What interests you the most about
this current flag project?
Although I’m expecting quite a few
proposals from designers, I’m hoping
for even more suggestions from just
anyone. Any age. Any profession. And
they can only suggest the design in
writing, leaving it to us to translate that
description into a symbol.
Collaboration, whether it’s between
designers or otherwise, is something I
love and welcome. And this is an opportunity to do a huge collaboration piece
with people I’ve never even met.
For more information about Hörður’s
flag-related projects, or to submit a design
proposal, see faninn.is. (This interview has
been excerpted; see the full Q&A online.)

These symbols were there for a reason:
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Q&A's
By Fred Q. Labelle

Visionary Thinking
For Alternative
Futures
Hlín Helga Guðlaugsdóttir
on this year’s DesignTalks
By Larissa Kyzer

A designer, curator and teacher at Konstfack University College of Arts, Crafts
and Design in Stockholm, Sweden,
Hlín Helga Guðlaugsdóttir is active in
design education initiatives around the
world, and has led workshops in India,
China and Iceland on a variety of topics,
such as future thinking and experience
design, theme-based course design
and applying design methodologies to
complicated problems in fields such as
healthcare. She also curated this year’s
DesignTalks, an all-day panel series
which opens DesignMarch and will
feature leading international designers,
architects and creative professionals.
Co-moderating with Stephan Sigrist,
the founder of Zurich-based think
tank W.I.R.E., Hlín Helga will tackle the
day’s theme—“Dealing with Reality”—in
conversation with a diverse group of
speakers such as Calvin Klein, Robert
Wong (the Chief Creative Officer of
Google Creative Lab) and Kathryn Firth
(the Chief of Design at London Legacy
Development Corporation). She took
some time this month to talk to Grapevine about this year’s DesignTalks and
some of the more pressing challenges
of design today.
The subject of this year's DesignTalks is "Dealing with Reality," a
more practically-oriented theme
than say last year's "The Magic
of Creativity." Do designers today
need to contend with more difficult
realities than they have in the past?
Designers have always dealt with
reality, in one way or the other, but I’m
hoping we can explore new ways of
doing it by looking through different
lenses, discussing design in a larger
context and showing the world what
can be achieved by design. It’s about
new perspectives, collaborations across
disciplines, visionary thinking and, ulti-

mately, alternative futures. This whole
discussion goes hand in hand with the
need for designers to take initiative and
redefine their roles. I’m not proposing
that designers can (or should try to)
fix everything, or that they are today’s
superheroes, but they should be “added
to the mix” with other disciplines—sitting at the decision-making table when
tackling the challenges of today’s
broken systems, institutions and even
democracies. Whatever the subject,
for the best results it’s important that
designers are involved from the early
stages and not just brought in afterwards to “make it look good,” as has
been too common.
What do you think are some of the
more complicated realities of design today? Certainly these will vary
from one discipline to another, but
are there common challenges?
There are different challenges across
various design disciplines, but at the
same time, there are global and underlying imperatives, such as the need
for sustainable solutions, the demand
for visionary thinking and designer accountability. It’s not all about social innovation—such as rethinking healthcare
or designing for inclusion—but this kind
of thinking should be intrinsic to our
approach as graphic designers, product
designers, and architects, whatever
the subject may be. Collaborations and
conversations across disciplines and
within our communities are crucial.
Then there is reality and “reality.”
We do not all perceive reality in the
same way, and on top of that, there is
also an increasingly blurred area at the
intersection of the virtual and the “real.”
This fact has led to the emergence of
yet another design discipline, which has
been dubbed “invisible design.” Invisible
design deals with the seamless integra-

tion of those two realities. In some
ways, I find it liberating as a designer
to think in terms of infinite realities, to
think in terms of alternative futures.
To speculate, imagine, and in some instances, even lie, as is done in the ‘The
book of Scotlands. Every Lie Creates a
Parallel World. The World in Which it is
True.’ This book outlines 156 Scotlands
which do not exist, but present a necessary “delirium of visions, realistic and
absurd” that serve to contextualise current discussions about “real” Scotland’s
independence and future(s).
What are some of the ways in
which design can have measurable,
practical impacts on fields such as
healthcare?
A concrete example would be the Butaro Hospital Project in Rwanda, Africa,
administered by the MASS Design
Group. Working with the community,
MASS built good healthcare facilities at
a low cost. They created buildings that
promote health and empower not only
the staff but also the whole community.
They’ve really gone beyond design,
because the project has attracted talented individuals to its hospitals. They,
in turn, save lives and contribute to the
progression of those communities.
This question of metrics is actually a
very interesting, complex and urgent
one: how should designers and architects prove their worth? How do we
measure this? We designers need to
get better at working with metrics when
working with and in other disciplinary
fields, to find ways to measure the truly
important things that only the heart
can see.

Sigrún Sæmundsen
Graphic Designer
What effect did the crash have on design in Iceland, or
on your work personally?
It seems that there was a shift in creative energy—people
were struggling to find something to do after losing jobs and
savings. As bad as it was, I believe it had a positive influence
on design. For example, by people finding ways to make
things less expensive by making them reusable, recyclable
and biodegradable. For me, I had just returned from a
backpacking trip at the time and pursuing studies in visual
communication seemed like a good idea, a venue where frustration and bewilderment could be channelled in something
creative.
Dröfn Sæmundsdóttir
Product Designer
What effect did the crisis have on design in Iceland or
on your work personally?
I think it affected us all in some way. People (including me)
had to take a step back and search within themselves for the
reasons behind everything they did and do.
Is there a particularly ugly landmark in Reykjavík that
you would bulldoze if you could?
Maybe Höfðatorg. I’m not a huge fan of tall buildings or skyscrapers in Iceland that ruin our beautiful view.
Borghildur Ína Sölvadóttir
Graphic Designer
How is the unique Icelandic landscape and atmosphere
reflected in your creative process? Where do you get
your ideas?
I went to an international summer school in Basel one year
and we each had to choose between red, green and blue to
work with as a part of our assignment. The students from
Arizona and Saudi Arabia chose red, the girl from Holland
chose green and the two Icelanders chose blue. I think this
shows that even though we think we are really international
or whatever, we can’t really get away from where we grew up
and all the things in our environment—the colours, stories,
weather and so on that really shaped us growing up.
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Turninn, Lækjartorg,
101 Reykjavík
Scarab by OrriFinn
The Scarab jewellery collection draws
its name from an ancient Egyptian
talisman. The jewellers at OrriFinn have
created a world that reflects the mystical
atmosphere of the Scarab beetle, the
symbol of eternal rebirth. Don’t miss
performance art at opening on Friday
March 28 at 8:30 pm.
26
Hannesarholt, Grundarstígur 10,
101 Reykjavík

Lines
A collaboration project between artist
Hildur Yeoman, photographer Börkur
Sigþórsson and stylist Ellen Loftsdóttir
that explores Iceland’s isolation from
the world of fashion. Is the look and
feel of high fashion simply out of reach

The Medusa Design Projects
Swedish designer Petra Lilja presents
a design project inspired by the myth
of Medusa. Various items adorn the
exhibition, including a bedspread by Vík
Prjónsdóttir and Petra Lilja in which they
collaborated on an expedition to discover
new worlds of knitting.
Happened / Yet to Happen
Studio Hanna Whitehead is inspired by
the past but designer team Whitehorse
are all about the future – as the stone
turns to sand, the flour turns to dough.
Reinvented items from the Stone Age
meet stamps for baking at this exhibition
where anything can happen. Opening
Friday March 28 from 8–10 pm.

27
Aurum, Bankastræti 4,
101 Reykjavík

The Scintilla Garden
Scintilla presents a flower pot designed
in collaboration with Blómaval garden
centre. The clay pot will be available in six
colours and will be on display in a little
garden shed on Lækjartorg square where
you’ll also be able to check out other
items from Scintilla’s product line. Opening Thursday March 27 at 5 pm.

Ei

Interplay
The Federation of Icelandic Goldsmiths
presents a group exhibition of jewellery in Harpa where the focus is on the
interplay between material, fashion
and tradition. Although working with
the same precious materials, the
goldsmiths’ different approach to their
designs is evident, creating a diverse
and interesting experience. Opening
Thursday March 27 at 6 pm.
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Made in Furniture
Icelandic furniture manufacturers
present new items designed and
produced in Iceland. The collaboration of manufacturers and designers
produces new and exciting furniture
and fittings of highest quality craftmanship.
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Summit Travel Grant Exhibition
Original sketches by some of Sweden’s
leading designers and architects will
be displayed and sold for the benefit of
the first Summit Travel Grant that will be
given to an Icelandic designer to enable
him/her to visit Stockholm Design Week
2015.

22
Harpa, Austurbakki 2,
101 Reykjavík
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Lækjartorg, 101 Reykjavík
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The fabulous artists at Gallery Fabúla
welcome visitors to their open space at
the old harbour to explore their new jewellery, photographs, textiles, paintings,
design and ceramics. Opening Friday
March 28 from 4–8 pm.
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Fabúla, Geirsgata 7, Old Harbour,
101 Reykjavík

BenchBerg
An outdoor bench designed by Sölvi
Steinarr in collaboration with S. Helgason
and Krumma. Have a seat on sawed
out Icelandic columnar basalt, one of
Iceland’s most stunning natural forms.
The bench is a sequel to the designer’s
last year’s homage to columnar basalt,
the chandelier LightBerg.
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Reykjavik Fashion Festival
Held for the fifth time this year, Reykjavik
Fashion Festival sets up the catwalk for
seven exciting Icelandic fashion labels:
Cintamani, Ella, Farmers Market, Jör,
Magnea, Rey, Sigga Maija and Ziska.
Ticket sales at harpa.is
23
Harpa,
Austurbakki 2,
101 Reykjavík
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Yulia
Reykjavik Art Museum (Hafnarhus)
Hildur Yeoman’s new clothing line is
inspired by her grandmother Yulia, a
New Jersey housewife who abandoned
her family to travel the United States in
the company of motorcycle outlaws. The
individual’s choice to reject a bourgeois
lifestyle is the fundamental theme of the
collection. Fashion show Friday March
29 at 9 pm.
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Í hljóði
“We carefully open the oven to reveal the
results and celebrate a job wzzell done.”
A silent auction on works by members of
the Icelandic Association of Ceramic Artists. The auction starts Thursday March
27 at 7 pm and ends Sunday March 30
at 4 pm. Silently make your bid and hope
for the best.
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Ark
Ark is a new side table designed by
industrial designer Kristbjörg María Guðmundsdóttir. The simplicity and ingenuity
of the table make it easy to assemble
without the use of screws. The name
(Ark/Sheet) is a reference to its form and
use as a magazine rack.
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New stories
Children‘s clothing company As We
Grow present their latest collection in
design store Kraum. Giving classical
forms a fresh breeze, the line was inspired by old photographs and children‘s
books from the 70‘s. The collection will
be available in stores this fall.

5
26

Lin

39

n

ka 28
s
27 træt
29 i

Nön

Next Door Neighbours at Kraum
Twelve Faroese designers and craftsmen
bring their work in mediums ranging
from clothing and jewellery to glass and
textile to design store Kraum. The Faroe
Islands are Iceland’s geographically and
linguistically closest neighbour so consider this a friendly visit from/to our next
door neighbour. Open until April 9.
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Kraum, Aðalstræti 10,
101 Reykjavík
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Reykjavik Fashion Festival
Harpa, Austurbakki 2,
101 Reykjavík

16
Gallery Dusted, Pósthússtræti 13,
101 Reykjavík
Dictionary: Design Edition
First year students in graphic design at
Iceland’s Academy of the Arts produce
twenty different versions of the traditional dictionary. The exhibition presents
the classic dictionary form in a new way
after bringing it through the mill of 21st
century graphic design.
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Doodlery
An exhibition of artist Alma Mjöll
Ólafsdóttir’s “doodles” of people. The
“doodlery” is like a bakery for drawings
where you’ll find all kinds of delicatessen and confectionary. A treat for those
with a “sweet tooth” for drawings and
doodles. Opening Wednesday March 27
from 8–10 pm.
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Variations on Nordic Design
A group exhibition by Nordic designers.
The Love Reykjavík group brings their
furniture, houseware and jewelry, Kol
presents a modern take on men’s belts,
Inuk Design brings Greenlandic design
to Reykjavik, Finnish furniture company
One Nordic displays their best works
and Swedish publishing house Summit
presents their brand new book on
GamFratesi. Opening Thursday March
27, 6.45—8 pm.

16
Gallery Dusted, Pósthússtræti 13,
101 Reykjavík
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20
Listasafn Reykjavíkur, Hafnarhúsið,
Tryggvagata 17, 101 Reykjavík
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Vakka Remix
Six Icelandic designers tune the
plywood storage box Vakka, originally
designed by Aalto+Aalto for Iittala. The
outcomes will be exhibited along with an
installation with the original Vakkas by
Aalto+Aalto.
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// W //
Photographer Íris Dögg Einarsdóttir and
stylist Erna Bergmann work with the
interplay of words “water” and “woman”.
We’ll see a raw yet romantic reflection of
femininity and childbirth at their exhibition titled // W //. Opening Thursday
March 27 at 6 pm.
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Love Story
Aðalbjörg Jónsdóttir has knitted over a
hundred dresses from Icelandic wool
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The National Museum, Suðurgata 41,
101 Reykjavík
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Female – Form – Creation
A room full of women in blue overalls
wetting and beating clay until it takes on
a stately form. The performance gives
praise to the coarse and wet working
process and sneers at the cliché of the
“pottering potter women”. Performance
by Ragnar Kjartansson and members of
the Ceramics Society, Saturday March 29
from 1–5 pm.

Faith in Fairytales
An exhibition of the University of
Iceland’s architectural history. The
architecture of the University's numerous
buildings is intertwined with Icelandic
design history from the same era which
the exhibition delivers in images, text,
lectures, guided tours and more.
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Víkin – Maritime Museum,
Grandagarður 8, 101 Reykjavík

12
University Of Iceland
Háskólatorg, Sæmundargata 4, 101
Reykjavík
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Isle of All
Exhibition of works by ceramic artist
Guðlaug Geirsdóttir. The pieces are
based on the utopian dream that everyone can own an island and inspired by
the numerous and magnificent islands of
Breiðafjörður. Opening Thursday March
27 6–7 pm.
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5
Grandagarður 31,
101 Reykjavík

15
Hótel Kvosin, Kirkjutorg 4, 101
Reykjavík

My Voice in Abstract
Ceramic artist Hólmfríður Vídalín Arngríms presents five abstract sculptures
at Skörin, show room inside design store
Kraum. Inspired by Muse’s “Exogenesis
Symphony”, the raw yet soft music is
clearly visible in the clay sculptures.
Opening Wednesday March 26 from
8–10 pm.

Yo Freckles
Collaborative typeface Yo Freckles was
compiled by Finnish design agency
Kokoro&Moi from illustrations by hundreds of type designers, graphic designers, artists and anyone else interested.
Tweet with the hashtag #yofreckles
during the festival and your tweet will
appear in the Yo Freckles font on the
gallery wall!

Hr

Ashore
Goldsmith Erling Jóhannesson’s new
jewellery collection will be released from
its form and drift ashore in visual artist
Þórarinn Blöndal’s three dimensional
works. The jewellery collection took
shape from the artist’s contemplation on
the origin of forms. Opening Thursday
March 27 at 5 pm.

Krumma Flow Playground Equipment
Irregular forms that blend into the landscape are the characteristics of this new
product line of outdoor children’s play
equipment. Each piece is inspired by a
natural treasure to be found at Reykjanes
peninsula, bringing natural beauty into
the playground in an artistic way. Opening Thursday March 27 at 5 pm.

17
Skörin, Aðalstræti 10,
101 Reykjavík
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Grandagarður 10,
101 Reykjavík
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Corsets & Crinolines
An exhibition with a liberating take on
the various forms of corsets and crinolines. Krínólín Design will also premier
their new line of overcoats for both men
and women, made of pelts, skins and
other natural materials. Opening Thursday March 27 at 5 pm.
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Grandagarður 37,
101 Reykjavík
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Animals
Graphic designer Alli Metall presents
the series Animals. According to old
Indian beliefs, within every individual lies
the spirit of an animal. This spirit animal
influences the personality to a great
extent and under certain circumstances,
you become your spirit animal.

The Weather Diaries, Curator’s Cut
Poster Exhibition of selected works
by Cooper & Gorfer from the book The
Weather Diaries. Published in connection to the upcoming Nordic Fashion
Biennale, held in Frankfurt in April, The
Weather Diaries mix dark romanticism,
photography and 18th century painting
to tell the story of Icelandic, Faroese and
Greenlandic fashion.
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Nordic House,
Sturlugata 5, 101 Reykjavík
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A Glimpse of Goldsmithing
Asa Jewellery specializes in delicate,
simple and elegant jewellery for women.
This year the company opens up their
workspace, giving visitors a chance to
explore the goldsmith’s work environment and get a glimpse of the typical day
for a goldsmith at work.
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Vesturgata 19, 101 Reykjavík
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Creative Midwifery
Hilmar’s Workshop is a company specializing in servicing the creative sector that
by definition usually requires something
unusual done in an innovative way. They
handle everything from carving and
modelling to props and stage design.
Stop by at Hilmar’s Workshop to witness
what goes on before a project is born.
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Farmers Market, Hólmaslóð 2, 101
Reykjavík

9
Seljavegur 2,
101 Reykjavík

Buildings on Stamps
This fifth collection of stamps in the
series Icelandic Contemporary Design
is dedicated to Icelandic architecture.
Designer Örn Smári transformed the four
constructions onto one of design’s smallest frames. The stamps will be published
on Thursday March 27.

19
Reykjavik Museum of Photography,
Tryggvagata 15, 101 Reykjavík
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Hlín Reykdal Colour Analysis
What’s your favourite colour and which
colour suits you best? Hlín and Halli
welcome you to their new workshop at
Grandi. Get your colours straight and
check out Hlín's colourful jewelleries and
accessories. Opening Thursday March
27 from 5–8 pm.

In My Chest
Graduate students in design from Iceland Academy of the Arts invite guests to
“look into their chests” to create a future
“Wunderkammer” of sorts. Each designer presents items that get their heart
racing at this exhibition in bike store
Kría, celebrating their five year birthday.
Opening Thursday March 27 at 7 pm.

The New Kids’ Block
The Icelandic Architects’ Association
presents graduation projects by Iceland’s
latest generation of architects. All Icelandic architects get their higher education
abroad which means that every new
generation brings back the latest trends
and currents that mix and produce
something new back home.
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All Kinds of Everything
Sewn, whittled, knitted, braided,
imprinted and cast in porcelain, wood,
wicker, plastic, fish skin and silk. The
exhibition at design store Kirsuberjatréð
brings together 12 women designers and
an abundance of material and methods.
Brand new products will premiere at the
opening Wednesday March 26 at 5 pm.
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Black Snow
Fashion designer Steinunn Sigurðardóttir’s studio will be taken over by strings,
shapes and shadows in an enchanting
installation, inspired by string art, falling
snow and the infinite forms a snowflake
can manifest itself in. Opening Thursday
March 27 at 7 pm.
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Kirsuberjartréð – Íslensk hönnun,
Vesturgata 4, 101 Reykjavík
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in the past decades. The designs are
visual works of art as well as presentable
pieces of clothing.
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Kría Cycles, Grandagarður 7,
101 Reykjavík
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Fiskislóð 75 (2. hæð),
101 Reykjavík
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Ígló&Indí, Skólavörðustígur 4,
101 Reykjavík
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Skipholt

Selected by Bility
Studiobility’s new product line gives upand-coming designers a platform into a
thriving production market. Products by
the first designers “Selected by Bility”
will be on display in Aurum’s design
store.
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the Vestmannaeyjar volcanic eruption
40 years ago is evident in her designs
and material choices. Sigrún‘s lava-like
ceramic vases are symbolic for the stirring volcanoes. Opening Friday March 28
from 4:30–6:30 pm.
olt

Sparkling Tail
Goldsmith Guðbjörg Kristín Ingvarsdóttir‘s new jewellery collections Lax (Salmon) and Skata (Ray) will be on display in
Aurum store. Drawing inspiration from
the texture and form of Icelandic fish,
the jewellery is embellished with rough
yet sparkly texture, paying homage to
nature‘s real treasures.

olt

Aurum in Textile
Textile students from the Reykjavik
School of Visual Arts exhibit their
collaboration projects with Aurum and
Textílprentun Íslands. The textiles was
developed with Aurum‘s jewelleries in
mind under the supervision of designers
Þórunn Árnadóttir, Sigrún Halla Unnarsdóttir and Andrea Fanney Jónsdóttir.
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Spark Design Space
Spark Design, Klapparstígur 33,
101 Reykjavík
Austurland: Designs from Nowhere
A new collection of products from four
International designers - Julia Lohmnann, Max Lamb, Thorunn Arnadottir
and Gero Grundmann - who were invited
to East Iceland to work with local materials. The results are products, made using
seaweed, rock, fishing nets and antler.
The curator of the show is Pete Collard.
Opening Tuesday March 25 at 5 pm.

New Lingerie Collection by Mulier
An installation at clothing store Eva presents clothing design company Mulier’s
first collection of lingerie. Owners Arna
Sigrún Haraldsdóttir and Jónína de la
Rosa design Icelandic lingerie that is
both beautiful and comfortable. Opening
Thursday March 27 from 6:30–9 pm.
Take This Scarve by Hendrikka
Waage
Timeless and colourful Italian scarves
add a touch of Boho-luxe to any outfit.
You’ll also get a chance to check out
designer Hendrikka Waage’s summer
dresses and jewellery. Opening Thursday
March 27 from 5–7 pm.

Teaser
A group exhibition of works by eleven
designers and architects using the word
“tea” as inspiration in both methods and
approach. The exhibition will extend as
far as the swimming pool Laugardalslaug, where guests are invited to dip
themselves into a teapot on Saturday
March 29 from 1–3 pm.

PopUp Market
Independent Icelandic designers present
and sell their products at the pop up
market in Loft Hostel. If you want to buy
fresh Icelandic design, you don't want
to miss this! Open Saturday March 29
12–6 pm.
29
Þingholtsstræti 2–4,
101 Reykjavik
Icewear Landinn Production
You‘ll get to see Icewear and Víkurprjón’s
famous woollen socks “Landinn” (traditional “folksocks” if you will) come right
off the knitting machine in Icewear‘s
shop in Bankastræti and look at their
designers’ newest ideas take form in
traditional Icelandic wool. Opening
Thursday March 27 from 5–9 pm.

Raise a Flag
Almost a century after the king of
Denmark approved the current Icelandic
flag, Hörður Lárusson, the self appointed
chairman of an unofficial flag committee,
is looking to update it. Suggestions for
the new Icelandic flag will be sketched
and displayed at gallery Þoka. Opening
Thursday March 27 from 5–7 pm.

36
Staka
38 þrep, Laugavegur 49,
101 Reykjavík

33
Flagpoles in the City Centre, 101
Reykjavík

Rhubarb ¬– Linen – Wool
Master dressmaker Hildur Bolladóttir and goldsmith Dýrfinna Torfadóttir
collaborate on this exhibition of women’s
clothing and jewellery. Characterized
by modern, versatile cuts, fabrics and
colour, Hildur’s clothing is accessorized
by Dýrfinna’s jewellery, made of natural
materials such as rhubarb, fur, linen
and silver.

38
Kiosk, Laugavegi 65,
101 Reykjavík

45
Mengi, Óðinsgata 2,
101 Reykjavík

39
The Culture House,
Hverfisgata 15, 101 Reykjavík
Packaging Design 2014
Oddi Printers and The Association of Icelandic Graphic Designers host an annual
design competition for food packaging
made from carton, corrugated cardboard
and/or soft plastic. This year's awarded
entries will be on display at the Culture
House where the award ceremony takes
place.
Icelandic Graphic Design Awards
2014
The Association of Icelandic Graphic
Designers hosts the 14th annual Graphic
Design Awards. Icelandic graphic
designers submit their best works from
2013 and a panel of judges chooses
the ones they find outstanding. The
results will be announced at the opening
ceremony.
The Fairest Word
30 designers were each assigned one of
the 30 most beautiful words in the Icelandic language, as voted for by Icelanders in 2013. The group exhibition hosted
by The Association of Icelandic Graphic
Designers will visualize beauties such as
“seigla” (tenacity) and “skúmaskot” (dark
and slightly creepy corner).

In 1914 Icelanders were invited to submit
proposals for a new national flag. A number of suggestions were submitted and
preserved in the form of written descriptions. These proposals will now be raised
on flagpoles all over the city centre. Take
a stroll around downtown and see if you
can find all 28 proposals!
34
Eva, Laugavegur 26, 101 Reykjavík

warm leather boots with a good grip
sole, perfect for trudging through lava on
a cold winter night to look at the northern lights in fashion. Opening Friday
March 28 from 5–8 pm.

Animalistic Dream
Visual artist Sunna Ben occupies the
windows and walls of fashion boutique
Kiosk. Her works are a combination of
two and three dimensional elements,
fashion and drawings, reality and adventures from her own mind. Don‘t miss the
DesignerBingo and Opening Saturday
March 29 at 7 pm.

Cooking Ceramics
Collaboration project between ceramic
students from Reykjavik School of Visual
Art and ceramic company Kahla. Kahla’s
product collection Atelier will be on display as well as design moulds that give
visitors an idea of the process behind
the product. Opening Tuesday March
25 at 5 pm.

28
PopUp Market
Loft Hostel, Bankastræti 7a
(4. hæð), 101 Reykjavík

44
Listhús Ófeigs, Skólavörðustígur 5,
101 Reykjavík

Børk No.1
Børk creative studio presents the works
of four graphic designers who each
designed patterns and artwork on
items such as pillows, wrapping paper,
blankets and wallpaper or “items of
enclosure” if you will. Find out what
captivates the “audience” of an envelope
or a gift.

35
Laugavegur 47,
101 Reykjavík

32
Þoka, Laugavegur 25,
101 Reykjavík

The Reflective Vale
The new and progressive ornate collection by jewellery label Kría continues the
exploration of adorning the human form
with pieces inspired by natural lines and
structures in the spirit of the decorative
art movement that seeks to harmonise
with the environment.

Frozen Landscape – Design Process
Children’s clothing label Ígló&Indí
present their fall and winter collection.
The design process was recorded in
sketches, paintings, videos and handmade figurines that will be on display
giving a glimpse of Ígló&Indí’s happy
children and their imaginary animal
friends. Opening Thursday March 27
from 5–9 pm.
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Anatomy of Letters
Graphic designer Sigríður Rún Kristinsdóttir’s archivist approach to letters and
print is the inspiration for this exhibition/
workshop. Take part in an excavation of
ancient Icelandic letter skeletons and see
if you can guess their meaning from their
archaic form.
PaperWork
Graphic designer Kristín Edda Gylfadóttir
recycles paper, creating handmade
paper pieces that highlight the material’s
texture and aesthetics. With the material’s changing value in mind, Gylfadóttir
employs Icelandic natural elements in
the process by adding Icelandic herbs
in the mix.
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designed to strengthen the traveler's
connection with nature and amplify his
overall travel experience.

Staka
The harsh and magnificent landscape of
Iceland‘s wild interior was the inspiration
for product designer María Kristín Jónsdóttir when creating a new line of Staka,
accessories for both men and women.
The previous line was nominated for the
Grapevine Design Award 2013. Opening
Tuesday March 25 at 5 pm.

30
Frá gosi til grips
Around Iceland, Laugavegur 18,
101 Reykjavík

37
Leiðarljós
Marta Jonsson, Laugavegur 51,
101 Reykjavík

From Volcano to Vase
Does volcanic activity influence design?
Sigrún Einarsdóttir’s narrow escape from

Northern Lights
Marta Jonsson presents her new shoe
collection at her store. The shoes are

Iceland in Sight
Peter Jones presents William Morris in
graphic design in the Culture House on
Hverfisgata. The exhibition is based on
Jones‘ research on Morris, the British
design pioneer who visited Iceland twice
in the 19th century.
Piece of Mind
This new book by illustrator Erla María
Árnadóttir is a collection of illustrated
tales of invisible friends. Based on descriptions from adults and children alike,
the illustrator attempts to reveal the
appearance of these normally invisible
helpers and trusted friends.

It´s personal – and you’re invited
You‘re invited to an invitation card party
in collaboration with graphic designer
Tiny Risselada. Guests will be offered
to send invitations to all sorts of events
using letterpressed cards. Invite granny
to dinner or friends to a party. A postbox,
stamps and goodwill is supplied!
40
Tulipop, Hverfisgata 39,
101 Reykjavík
Tulipop Illustration Workshop
The Tulipop fantasy world of colorful
characters has charmed both the young
and cool at heart. Tulipop premiers the
new product line for 2014 and offers a
peek at the creative process behind the
enchanting Tulipop world. Open illustration workshop Saturday March 29 from
12–4 pm.

Viti by Volki
Design team Volki previews their indoor/
outdoor furniture line, designed with the
recognisable form of the “viti” (lighthouse) in mind. You can also buy Volki‘s
products at Mengi, a newly opened
shop, exhibition space and event venue
all rolled into one. Opening Wednesday
March 26 from 5–8 pm.
46
Kaolin Gallerí, Skólavörðustígur 22,
101 Reykjavík
8x1m
Kaolin is an association of eight ceramic
artists, running a gallery on Reykjavik’s
unofficial gallery street Skólavörðustígur.
The exhibition explores the boundaries
between sculptures and products, where
each of the eight artists is assigned one
square meter of space. Opening Friday
March 28 from 5–8 pm.
47
Insula, Skólavörðustígur 21,
101 Reykjavík

41
Kex Hostel, Skúlagata 28,
101 Reykjavík

Muses
A lively group exhibition organized by the
Association of Icelandic Fashion Designers where visitors witness how clothing
designers and musicians influence each
other. A total of 18 artists participate
in the exhibition, and you’re invited
to dance on opening night! Opening
Wednesday March 26 at 9 pm.
42
Happy Campers –
Harpa & Skólavörðuholt atHallgrímskirkja, Austurvöllur & Old Harbour
Happy Campers
Happy Campers introduces a new
generation of camper vans developed
in cooperation with the designers at Haf
Studio. The Happy Campers philosophy
is based on simplicity, fun, and excitement. Every detail has been deliberately

Softness
Four designers with different backgrounds unite for an exciting exhibition
at Insula Islandia where warmth, softness, color and form are a priority in all of
the designs. Check out woolen blankets,
pelts, home décor and much more on
opening night, Thursday March 27 from
6–8 pm.
48
Skólavörðustígur 38,
101 Reykjavík
Helga Björnsson at Eggert Feldskeri
Master furrier Eggert Jóhannsson and
Haute couture designer Helga Björnsson
present their new collection of furs and
accessories from Icelandic shearling.
The collection will be on display in the
showroom at Eggert feldskeri.

49
Crymogea, Barónsstígur 27,
101 Reykjavík

Glacial Dishware
Design studio Postulína presents
Jökla (Glacial), new handmade
porcelain tableware inspired by the
magical and versatile Icelandic glaciers. During DesignMarch, it will be
matched with photographer Vigfús
Birgisson’s otherworldly landscapes.
Opening Thursday March 27 at
8:30 pm.
50
Hlemmur Square, Laugavegur 105,
105 Reykjavík

51
Höfðatorg (20th floor),
Katrínartún 2, 105 Reykjavík

53
Skipholt 33 (back entrance),

Book launch and exhibition by
PK Arkitektar
A new monograph celebrating the
work of Icelandic architect Pálmar
Kristmundsson will be feted on the
20th floor of the Höfðatorg tower,
accompanied by an exhibition of
design and architecture by PK
Arkitektar.

S33
The S33 Creative collective celebrate DesignMarch with a big
party. Drinks, live music, a DJ, a
wheel of fortune and lots of joy to
spread around. The S33 creatives
open their studios and workspaces
on Friday March 28 from 5–8 pm.

Food Couture
Health food restaurant Happ commissioned design studio Attikatti to
design a special menu emphasizing
healthy, high quality ingredients and
amazing appearance. These special
“couture” dishes will only be available during DesignMarch so feast
your eyes, your tastebuds and good
conscience while you can.
52
Fosshótel Lind, Rauðarárstígur 18,
105 Reykjavík

105 Reykjavík

54
Bolholt 4, 105 Reykjavík
The Designer's Toys
New children’s toys, lamps,
handbags and all kinds of items
by Geislar Design. More than a
hundred of the company’s designs
from the past two years will be on
display. Designer Guðjón Örn Lárusson will introduce three dimensional
printing on Thursday March 27 from
6–10 pm.

Chicago – Beijing – Reykjavik
The tallest building in the USA,
retail and office building in Paris,
museums in China and a cultural
house in Inner Mongolia – the
exhibition offers a glimpse at the
works by architect Björn Stefán
Hallsson. Opening Thursday March
27 at 5.30 pm.

59
Hönnunarsafn Íslands, Garðatorg 1,
210 Garðabæ

The Curious Incident of the Designers
Fourteen graphic designers create
posters for the play The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the NightTime, a production set to premiere
in Reykjavik City Theatre in March.
The exhibition is a collaboration between the theatre and The
Association of Icelandic Graphic
Designers. Opening Monday March
24 from 4–6 pm.

Are you ready, Madam President?
An exhibition of clothing and accessories from the presidency of
Madam Vigdís Finnbogadóttir, the
first democratically elected female
head of state whose clothing had to
adhere to protocols and traditions
not necessarily intended for women.

57
Epal, Skeifan 6, 108 Reykjavík

Rendez-wood?
Fosshótel Lind, Rauðarárstígur 18,
105 Reykjavík
Third year students in product
design at Iceland’s Academy of the
Arts exhibit a collection of projects
that explore the current value and
potential uses of the Icelandic wood,
a rare commodity in the near treeless land.

Please note that this restaurant is
only open on DesignMarch.
Call (+354) 444 4050 for reservations.

Hafnarborg, Strandgata 34, 220
Hafnarfjörður
ShopShow
A travelling exhibition of Nordic
contemporary design that highlights
the interplay of production and
consumerism with an emphasis on
the product’s traceability. Among
participants are Icelandic designer
teams Hugdetta and Vík Prjónsdóttir. Opening Saturday March 22 at
3 pm.

Eiðistorg 11, 170 Seltjarnarnes

Nauthólsvegur 52, 101 Reykjavík

Order Effect
Satt, Icelandair Hotel Reykjavik
Natura
Strengthen your brain, bones or
heart. At this restaurant, guests
will be able to order their preferred
health effects from a dish. Chefs,
designers and nutritionists have
collaborated on this unforgettable
meal, presented as a visual reminder
of the fact that our bodies need care
and fuel with great food that is both
delicious, healthy and made from
the best ingredients.
The price for a three course
meal with appetizers is 7.900 kr.

lived and worked in Iceland for
many years, leaving a mark on an
entire generation of up-and-coming
artists. Opening Saturday March 22
at 3 pm.

61
Seltjarnarnes Library,

55
Icelandair Hótel Reykjavík Natura,

Your Perfect Day
Your Perfect Day design stores at
hotels Icelandair Reykjavik Natura
and Hilton Reykjavik Nordica present new additions to their selection.
You’ll also find an ocean inspired
Pop Up market at Reykjavik Marina
hotel

Series X by Mót
Benches for both indoor and
outdoor use that were originally designed as part of a project to revive
forgotten picnic spots in Reykjavik.
Designed by design studio Mót,
Series X premiers a new addition to
its collection during DesignMarch.
Opening Thursday March 27 at 6
pm.

56
Reykjavik City Theatre,
Listabraut 3, 103 Reykjavík

The Countless Colours of Icelandic Design
Design store Epal presents the
most interesting Icelandic design
by a diverse group of designers.
Since 1975, the store has strived to
enhance understanding and respect
for design in Iceland by choosing a
selection of outstanding quality for
their stores. Opening Wednesday
March 27 5–7 pm.

Kosmos – Dögg Guðmundsdóttir
Designer Dögg Guðmundsdóttir
is one of many Icelandic designers currently working with foreign
production companies. Her designs
are influenced by Icelandic national
treasures, bringing together the
diversity of the Icelandic landscape
and traditional craftsmanship in an
innovative way. Opening Wednesday
March 26 at 6 pm.
60
Hafnarborg, Strandgata 34, 220
Hafnarfjörður

58
Gerðuberg, Gerðuberg 3–5, 111
Reykjavík
Tint
Textile designers María Valsdóttir,
Sæunn Þorsteinsdóttir and Þóra
Björk Schram bring out the vast
world of textile design in children’s
clothing, delicate jewellery and
colourful gift cards, using different
colours, patterns, form and fabric.
Opening Friday March 28 at 4 pm.

Our Hometown
An exhibition of graphic designer and
visual artist Elsa Nielsen‘s photographs
of suburban peninsula Seltjarnarnes,
known for its large villas and stunning
ocean views. Nielsen layers series of
digital photographs to create a new take
on her home town. Opening Thursday
March 27 at 5 pm.
62
Keflavik International Airport, 235
Reykjanesbær

Fancy – Cake in the Sun
An exhibition of selected prints
from 1957 to 1993 by Dieter Roth,
one of contemporary art’s pioneers.
Originally from Switzerland, Roth

Guide to Icelandic Design
The vast flora of Icelandic design is
reflected in the shops and restaurants at
Keflavik International airport. A sort of
window into Icelandic design, the airport
gives you a chance to enjoy as well as
shop for a good price. Be sure to arrive
on time to enjoy this display of the local
design jewels.

Don’t Miss
These!
Words by Sari Peltonen

DesignTalks

Spark Design Space

The signature event of DesignMarch,
a day-long seminar, centres this year
on designers role as visionaries and
strategists. Our world today faces
multiple global issues that could use
the designer's innate ability to detect
opportunities and to invent and create alternatives. Curator Hlín Helga
Guðlaugsdóttir underlines “the designers’ responsibility to rethink instead
of repair broken systems, institutions,
healthcare, governments.” Speakers
include Mikael Schiller of Acne Studios,
Robert Wong of Google Creative Lab,
Marco Steinberg, Kathryn Firth and
Calvin Klein. Best of all, at 7,900 ISK,
the tickets are a bargain.

With a consistently superb exhibition
calendar and a beautifully curated store
with a broad selection of the best of
Icelandic design, Spark Design Space
should be on your itinerary regardless
of when you visit. This DesignMarch,
Spark exhibits ‘Designs from Nowhere,’
a group exhibition by local and international designers that explores the
possibilities for design and small scale
production in East Iceland, using local
materials and resources. It is curated
by Pete Collard of the London Design
Museum and among the partaking
designers is the rising star Þórunn Árnadóttir, whose PyroPet is Grapevine's
Best Product of 2013.

March 27, 9:00-16:00, Harpa.
Tickets available via midi.is

Klapparstígur 33

Design From Greenland
And The Faroe Islands
Not that there wouldn’t be enough to
explore in terms of Icelandic design
alone, our neighbours Greenland and
the Faroe Islands will for the first time
be present at DesignMarch too. Design
store Kraum showcases a dozen or so
Faroese design labels, while the Greenlandic design label Inuk Design exhibits
its products at Epal. Yet another example of the growing West Nordic collaboration is the amazing work by the
Nordic House together with the photographer duo Cooper & Gorfer on ‘The
Weather Diaries,’ a curator’s cut poster
exhibition and book telling the stories
of Icelandic, Faroese and Greenlandic
fashion via dark, mystic and romantic
images mixing photography, illustration
and 18th Century painting.

Kraum, Aðalstraeti 10
Epal, both at Harpa and Skeifan
Nordic House, Sturlugata 5

Order To Effect

Female – Form – Creation

With a limited amount of raw materials
available on this barren island, local
designers have often looked into their
food cupboards for materials and inspiration. This latest undertaking by Auður
Ösp Guðmundsdóttir and her team
pushes the field further from products
towards service design. Set in Icelandair Hotel Reykjavík Natura, Order To
Effect is an entirely new and innovative
way to eat out: you order your dishes
based on the desired effect on your
body. For a starter, some more energy;
for a main, improved quality of sleep
with lowered blood pressure on the
side; and for dessert, perhaps a little
boost to my immune system, please!

In an interesting opening that blurs the
line between art and design, Icelandic
artist superstar Ragnar Kjartansson
teams up with the Icelandic Association
of Ceramic Artists for a performance
that gives praise to their working
process. If you saw Ragnar’s exhibit
‘The Visitors,’ most recently exhibited
at Kling & Bang in Reykjavík, you are
probably already a believer, but if not,
this is a great opportunity to see something new, experimental and previously
unseen. This is what DesignMarch is
at its best—a laboratory for entirely
new experiments that bring together
talented people from various different
creative fields.

Nauthóltsvegur 52, reservations
at +354 444 4050

March 29, 13:00-17:00, Víkin,
Grandagarður 8

PS: It is impossible to pick only five things from the massive programme. You should also
see the latest Staka pieces. You should see the Rendez-wood? exhibit by students from the
design school of this treeless island. You should also eat DesignMarchipan and tweet with
the hashtag #yofreckles, and… See the complete programme on the next page, online at
designmarch.is and download the DesignMarch app for iPhone and Android.

Design Shopping in Reykjavík

Advertisement

Kirsuberjatréð

ELLA

Hrím Design Store

Farmers Market

Aurum

Vesturgata 4
www.kirs.is
+354 562 8990

Ingólfsstræti 5
www.ellabyel.com
+ 354 551 53 00

Laugavegur 25
www.hrim.is
+354 553 3003

Hólmaslóð 2, Fishpacking district
www.farmersmarket.is
+354 552 1960

Bankastræti 4
www.aurum.is
+354 5512770

Kirsuberjatred is a gallery run by 12
women in the heart of the city. With different backgrounds and an individual
approach to materials and fields of
interest they approach the subject in
their own way but join efforts in displaying their outcomes. Whether it be
a single item or a series of objects, the
focus is on the magic of reflection and
the curiosity behind looking, viewing
and experiencing what is seen.

Sophistication, respect and responsibility
are an integral part of ELLA - a Slow Fashion brand created by Elinros Lindal and a
team of talented women who understand
and appreciate elegance and quality.
Every day we think how to design,
produce, consume and wear fashion
(and also care for it) better. How to
create modern luxury in a thoughtful
way, causing the least damage to the
environment

At Hrím Design Store in Laugavegur 25
you can find the very best of Icelandic
design along with beautiful design items
from all arond the world. With products
ranging from Icelandic wool blankets
to eccentric and unique lomography
cameras it is safe to say you can find
something for everyone in Hrím. You
can also visit the website www.hrim.is
for inspiration or inquiries.

Farmers Market is an Icelandic design
company and clothing brand, founded
in 2005 by a young artist couple, a
designer and a musician.
With strong ties to the vibrant Icelandic music and design scene, the
Farmers Market design concept and
inspiration draws from Icelandic roots,
combining classic Nordic design elements with chic modernity.

The Aurum store has attracted considerable attention for its quirky and
unique merging of products and design,
featured in numerous media outlets both
in Iceland and abroad. Guðbjörg Kristín
Ingvarsdóttir’s nature-inspired designs
are a breath of fresh air and a celebrated
entity of Icelandic design. Her jewellery/
concept store offers stunning accessories
for both you and your home.
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When you walk up the charming street
OFA
NLE
IT
I
towards the big church on the
hill
you'll
find Geysir, a charming store giving you
a true taste of Icelandic design. The store
is inspired by Icelandic history and the
strong relationship between Icelanders
and the unique Icelandic wool that has
kept the nation warm through the centuries. Featuring labels such as Farmer's
Market, Vík Prjónsdóttir and their own
clothing line Geysir. Geysir is a store you
must visit.
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Located on the main shopping street
During DesignMarch Spark Design
at Laugavegur 59, Herrafataverzlun
Space presents a new collection of
Öskjuhlíð
Kormáks & Skjaldar is a unique mensproducts from four International designwear shop that offers a great variety of
ers: Julia Lohmnann, Max Lamb, ThoLÍÐ
UR H
clothing and accessories.VIn
runn Arnadottir and Gero Grundmann.
EST addition
to brands such as Barbour, Filson, Ben
The project, Austurland: Designs from
Sherman, Loake Shoemakers & Hackett
Nowhere, explores the possibilities for
of London, they have an in-house
small-scale design and production in
brand that offers suits, shirts and more.
East Iceland, using locally sourced maUniversity of Reykjavík
The shop has a feel-good decorative
terials and skills. The exhibition takes
atmosphere and a staff that treats
place from 25.03
-17.05.
Nauthólsvík
each person in a personal and gentle
manner.

Ð

In a beautiful old house just a few steps
up from the mainstreet Laugavegur,
you'll find the Icelandic fashion brand
GuSt. It is well known among Icelandic
women for the unique and timeless
design, and very popular for the fashionable woolen sweaters, which are made
from Icelandic wool in the workshop on
the second floor. You will most likely be
welcomed by the designer herself, so
don't miss out on this original Icelandic
design experience.

Skólavörðustígur 16
www.geysir.com
+354 519 6000

Í
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The Kraum Iceland design store features the best from the latest trends in
Icelandic design. Kraum sells unique,
Icelandic takes on everyday items like
stationary, wooden children's toys,
plastic zip-lockable handbags and raincoats, and clothing and jewellery made
from wool and other materials.
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JÖR by GuðmundurLTJörundsson is a new
high-end men's fashion boutique that
caters to those whose bodies only tolerate
the finest fabrics and most delicate of
tailoring. The exclusive attention given to
each item of clothing will leave the wearer
ÚTH
LÍÐ
feeling their best, most privileged self.
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Be on the lookout when strolling the
Laugavegur in Reykjavik. You will come
across a large red bass drum which
means you are in luck. At Sturla you will
F
find the internationally renowned ScotchÁLKAGAT
A
& Soda fashion brand, Icelandic design
and a fine selection of Icelandic music.
LYN
We look forward to seeing you.
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Handprjónasambandið is as authentic
as can be. Everything is made from
Icelandic wool and knitted by Icelanders:
The store features pullover sweaters,
cardigans and other wool accessories.
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A Lopapeysa is a wool sweater with a
diamond pattern, the kind that almost every
Icelander owns. The pattern
itself isn´t that
DI
AN
GR
old. It was first usedEIin
ÐS the 50´s, but today
a sweater can hardly be called a proper
Lopapeysa without the proper
DI wool pattern.
AN
GR
ÁL A
You will find classic icelandic
wool blankets,
the original Lopapeysa along with a wide
IR
ELL
selection of gifts at Rammagerðin
AV store.
AR

Skólavörðustígur 19
www.handknit.is
+354 552 1890

KRIN

Hafnarstræti 19
www.rammagerdin.is
+354 535 6690

Sturla

Handprjónasambandið
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There Are No
VIPs In Iceland
Þórey Eva Einarsdóttir on
the Reykjavík Fashion Festival

Champagne Ideas
RFF gives the city’s local fashion
scene invaluable exposure, both
locally and internationally, and its
very existence is a testament to the
creative forces running rampant in
Reykjavík. As a young festival, however, Þórey notes that RFF faces the
daunting task of bringing together
“players from different leagues who
don’t play the game the same way.”
She claims that her “biggest
victory” so far has been to bring Wol-

fram Glatz onboard two years ago.
The founder and head of creation at
German design agency Atelier Kontrast, he brings valuable experience
to the festival. “It was pivotal that the
celebration got seasoned input,” she
says, noting that she doesn’t have a
fashion background herself. “It has
to grow steadily, step by step, and it
must never compromise on quality.”
The festival’s committee establishes this ‘quality control’ from the
very beginning, carefully selecting
brands that are both deemed sufficiently mature to participate mixed
with younger brands. “It takes several
collections for a designer to clearly
establish an aesthetic,” Þórey says.
It goes without saying that a fashion
show open to international media
isn’t the place to bomb.
It’s important for designers participating in RFF to step up their game,
she says, to show that they understand their clothing, as well as how
to direct make-up and hair teams.
To that end, RFF has worked closely
with the designers, even hiring models so that the designers don’t have
to rely on their aunts and nieces.
“It has to be more than just walking
clothes—it has to be a show.” At the
same time, she says RFF encourages
creators to be pragmatic about their
presentations. “It’s no good to have
champagne ideas on a beer budget.”

...Or Mostly Five Words
By Fred Q. Labelle

Bóas Kristjanson,
fashion designer @ KARBON:
66°North, Ella, Cintamani, JÖR, REY

Words by Fred Q. Labelle

“There are no VIPs in Iceland,” Þórey
Eva Einarsdóttir says in regard to the
Reykjavík Fashion Festival (RFF),
which she is directing this year for
the third time.
Þórey tells me she among others
has been working hard to perfect
the festival’s formula over the last
three years, trying to make it as
inclusive as possible. “In a small
and young market like Iceland,” she
says, “local sales are the foundation
of an up-and-coming label and it’s
important to show gratitude to loyal
customers.” Whereas at another
big fashion rendezvous you would
have to be ‘someone’ to attend, the
three-day festivities taking place at
Harpa welcome all fashion enthusiasts. Plus, the show will be streamed
online again this year.

Icelandic Fashion
In Five Words

When The Corks Stop
Popping
The post-collapse Iceland that Þórey
returned to after a decade-long
sojourn abroad was far from the
glitz and glamour that it had been
only a few years earlier. “The party
was over, everyone had a hangover,
and I had to pick up the bill,” she
says, metaphorically. “On the upside
though, humility came back to people
who had bought into the economic
craze too much and this has made it
easier to implement new ideas and
concepts.”
In this vein, Þórey hopes that an
increased conscientiousness about
consumer practices will take hold
here, breaking Icelanders’ frequent
habit of satiating sartorial hunger
abroad where clothes are often
cheaper. Þórey’s idea, however, is to
bring ‘slow fashion’ to Iceland. Borrowing its name from the ‘slow food’
movement, slow fashion encourages people to buy quality fashion
locally. “It’s important to start this
conversation so that people can
make educated decisions,” she says.
“People have to think, ‘If I buy this I’m
supporting a local designer and the
money stays here.’”

Fabio Del Percio and Anna Fríða Giudice,
product designer/artist duo @ Hver Design:
Human, delicious, creative, off-beat, a lot of fun
Guðmundur Jörundsson,
fashion designer @ JÖR:
Non-commercial, futuristic, diverse,
young, unexplored
Magnea Einarsdóttir,
fashion designer @ Magnea:
Experimental, fun, vibrant, edgy, versatile
Rúna Thors,
product designer:
Losing its innocence, entering puberty
Sif Baldursdóttir,
fashion designer @ Kyrja:
Sincere, friendly, creative, energetic, fun
Þórey Eva Einarsdóttir,
managing director @ RFF:
Ambitious, brave/courageous, clever, cool,
quality, statement (bold for the ego)

ICELANDIC WALL STICKERS
Nature - Culture - Nation - Art
The VEGG wall stickers are designed and made in Iceland
For more information visit WWW.VEGG.IS

Where to buy: Epal, Kraum, Aurum, Around Iceland, Púkó og Smart, Iða, National Museum of Iceland, The Settlement Exhibition, Blue Lagoon, Sirka, Hús handanna

Even
More
Q&A's!
By Fred Q. Labelle

Bóas Kristjanson
@ KARBON (fashion design)
What’s the biggest fashion faux pas made by an Icelandic public figure?
People can wear whatever they want, whenever they want.
It seems that the environment and sustainability are
increasingly important to designers working in Iceland
today. Do you think this is specifically Icelandic? Do
these issues factor into your work?
I would say it’s increasingly important for designers in general.
There is a demand for those products so that puts pressure
on designers to do things in a more correct manner, which is
good. Yes.
Fabio Del Percio and Anna Fríða Giudice
@ Hver Design (furniture design)
Are you hoping to solve a problem with your design?
If so, what? Who is the person you have in mind when
creating?
NOPE!! :-) Proud to be completely useless for humanity!
What’s the biggest fashion faux pas that’s been made by
an Icelandic public figure?
Honestly, we are not able to answer this question. We would
say no faux pas on the part of anyone. The Icelanders are
brilliant!

Amazing
6 course menu

Guðmundur Jörundsson
@ JÖR (fashion design)
What effect did the crisis have on design in Iceland and
on you personally? Or are you just tired of answering
that question four years later?
The crisis is probably the best thing that could have happened
to this nation, and especially for all the creative industries. I
think people start to think more about quality; buying stuff that
lasts and that has a story to it or a concept.

A unique Icelandic Feast

The path to success is rarely direct; can you share an
anecdote about something going terribly wrong along
the way?
There are so many ways to screw things up in this business.
My experience is that this business is extremely difficult. You
can be a great designer but it just doesn’t matter if you don’t
have the focus on the other million things that you have to take
care of when starting a brand that is. I think less than 1% of
my time goes into designing. The highest risk of ‘something
going terribly wrong’ is definitely in the production process.

Starts with a shot of the Icelandic
national spirit “Brennivín“
Arctic char
with cucumber andcoriander
Smoked puffin
with yuzu mayo

Rúna Thors
(Product designer)

Minke whale
with celeriac purée

Are you hoping to solve a problem with your design?
If so, what? Who is the person you have in mind when
creating?
I’m maybe not thinking about solving problems, but more
about creating new ways of using or experiencing things. I
always think: “Would our president approve?”

Icelandic free range lamb fillet
with cinnamon potato
And to end on a high note ....
“Skyr“ panna cotta with white chocolate
and raspberry sorbet
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The path to success is rarely direct; can you share an
anecdote about something going terribly wrong along
the way?
I’m not sure that anything has gone terribly wrong, but there
sure have had some incidents. During DesignMarch in 2011,
Attikatti, a design group I am a member of, had an exhibition
at our studio. We built a chicken house in the backyard and
had chickens walking around. We put them into the entrance
hall of our studio overnight to keep them from waking up the
whole neighbourhood or being attacked by cats or whatever.
At our opening party we served finger licking chicken wings.
When I arrived the morning after, one of the chickens had
broken the barrier into the studio, eaten the leftovers of the
chicken wings and defecated all over the place. Note to self,
keep the chicken wings out of reach of chicken.

Reindeer burger
with portobello mushroom

sushisamba
Þingholtsstræti 5 ( 101 Reykjavík
Tel 568 6600 ( sushisamba.is

The Reykjavík Grapevine
Design Awards 2014
…For Best Product, Product Line, Project
and Fashion Design of 2013

For our fourth annual Design Awards, we once again rounded up a small panel of
design-savvy folks to help us determine what was most cutting-edge in 2013. The
following are the results: winners and runners-up in each of the four categories as
well as designers whose projects this year bode for even more exciting work in the
future. Well done, all of you!

Nanna Dís

Product Line Of The Year:
Glerlíffæri
Created by Sigga Heimis

Project Of The Year:
Story Delicious, a “food experience”
Created by Kristín María Sigþórsdóttir, Tinna Ottesen,
and Gerður Jónsdóttir
This year’s winning project actually
debuted at DesignMarch last year. “Eins
og i sögu” or “Story Delicious,” as it
was called in English, was a full sensory
experience, a three course meal which
unfolded as a site-specific narrative
staged at Reykjavík’s Culture House.
The result of a collaboration between
experience designer Kristín María
Sigþórsdóttir, production designer Tinna Ottesen, and radio producer Gerður
Jónsdóttir, Story Delicious invited

Runners Up:
Bleika Slaufan
Created by
Brandenburg

guests on an “interactive journey, where
a story unfolds with every bite.” Blending, among other things, the aesthetics
of pagan folklore with crocheted tablecloths, silver candelabras, and even an
edible wall of meringues, the designers
transformed the Culture House’s rather
industrial basement into a series of
elegant and richly imagined “chapters.”
There was also an element of social
engagement, wherein guests, served
communally or in unexpected presentaBrandenburg for working with a wide
variety of individuals and organisations
on the project, for coming up with a
unique approach that was both
inexpensive and environmentally-friendly, and for putting a new spin on the
typical pink ribbon initiatives.

The Silent Village Collection
Created by
Brynjar Sigurðarson

tions—such as tall kebabs staked at
the end of tables—were encouraged
to “share and help each other figure
out how to approach the meal,” Kristín
María says. Several of our panelists who
attended the event praised it for exemplifying “real food culture in Iceland,”
for its minute attention to detail, and for
its communal atmosphere. Not just a
meal, it was “an event in and of itself,”
someone commented. “I felt like I had
arrived somewhere abroad."
All of the collection’s one-off objects—
including tables, mirrors and bookshelves—incorporate ropes, fur, fishing
hooks and lures which he sourced from
Vopnafjörður. While perhaps not suited
for every living room, the panelists
appreciated ‘The Silent Village’ for its
uniqueness. “It’s especially strong
because it's so different,” one panellist
noted. “It’s not something that one sees
elsewhere.”

We Look Forward
To More In 2014:
Líffærafræði Leturs
Created by
Sigríður Rún Kristinsdóttir

This collection of superbly crafted
glass organs was created in collaboration with the Vitra Design
Museum with the hope of raising
awareness about organ donation.
It’s a simple, but clever metaphor:
the delicate, transparent material
reminds viewers of the fragility, vulnerability, and ultimately, frailty, of

Runners Up:
As We Grow clothing line
Created by

Gréta Hlöðversdóttir, María Th.
Ólafsdóttir and Guðrún Ragna
Sigurjónsdóttir

Favouring timeless styles and made with
soft all-natural materials, the As We Grow
children’s clothing label drew its
inspiration from a beloved sweater that
was for years passed among the
designers’ children—boys and girls of
different ages living in three different
countries. So too are the simple and cosy
cardigans, sweaters, tunics, leggings,
vests, scarves, and mittens designed to
last and be loved by children for
generations, perhaps. Most of the items
are made from 100% BSCI certified
Peruvian alpaca wool with classic knit
patterns and earthy colors ranging from
mossy green and tomato red to camel,
navy, gray and ivory. “This is a product
that works,” the panellists conclude. “It
embodies good quality and design that
lasts as the kids grow.”

IIIF Accessory lines
Last year, the ad agency Brandenburg
was hired to find unique ways to
promote Cancer Awareness Month in
Iceland, a project they approached with
considerable creativity. To start with, the
company commissioned 50,000
specially-made jewelry ribbons, and also
hosted a celebrity auction for which
artists, public figures, and politicians
were invited to donate special goods and
services. (Hugleikur Dagson drew a
unique pink comic for the cause and Of
Monsters and Men’s Nanna Bryndís
Hilmarsdóttir auctioned a guitar, for
instance.) To crown their efforts,
Brandenburg asked the women’s
basketball team Valur and the Seltjarnarnes rescue team to assist in the
creation of (what they claim is) the
world’s largest pink ribbon created to
raise awareness for breast cancer—an
undertaking which required 500 litres of
pink paint spread over a ribbon-shaped
highway overpass: roughly 1,600 square
metres of asphalt. Panelists praised

their own bodies. The brain piece is
particularly dramatic with its transparent peel covering the pale-coloured flesh, reflecting the light in
striking ways. One of the panelists
found Glerlíffæri “totally genius,”
and everyone agreed that the line’s
strong concept and mission would
help it grow in the future.

reindeer bones and delicate chains
encompass both daintiness and an
almost folkloric vitality. Several panelists
were taken with the prettiness and
precision of these pieces, while others
commented that they also have the
potential for commercial success with a
wide audience.

We Look Forward
To More In 2014:
Whale- and reindeerbone jewelry
Created by
Fiona Cribben
This Irish designer uses whale teeth and
reindeer bones to bring novelty and
distinction to her tribal collection. Her
designs transfigure these traditional
materials, giving them a strong, urban
vibe. The jewels, mounted with fine
metals, exude class, while the use of
bones and sharp points also evokes a
punk rawness. The panelists were
interested to see a foreigner’s creative
take on traditional Icelandic materials.

Iceland Seen Through Foreign Eyes
Created by
Karin Kurzmeyer

Created by

Agla Stefánsdóttir, Sigrún
Halla Unnarsdóttir and Thibaut
Allgayer
In order to complete his diploma project
at the Iceland Academy of the Arts in
2008, Brynjar Sigurðarson wanted to “go
to a different environment and make
something,” but he wasn’t sure just
where to go—or what, even, he wanted
to make. That’s when his father, a coastal
engineer, suggested Vopnafjörður, a
fishing village of roughly 600 people “at
the deepest end of a fjord” in Northeast
Iceland. In the village, Brynjar chatted
with local knitters, visited a mink farm,
and hung around with old-timers at the
harbour, eventually meeting Hreinn, a
retired shark hunter who taught him
rope lashing, a method used to make
fishing nets. Inspired by both the beauty
and the practicality of the technique,
Brynjar created ‘The Silent Village,’ a
furniture collection which was exhibited
at the prestigious Galerie Kreo in Paris.

Originally created for Sigríður’s graphic
design graduation project for the Iceland
Academy of the Arts, ‘Líffærafræði
letursins’ or ‘The Anatomy of Letters,’
has by all accounts impressed viewers
all over Reykjavík during its run at the
Spark Design Space. For the project,
Sigríður brought every letter in the
Icelandic alphabet to life, drawing them
as unique skeletons, each with reference
to the bone structures of ancient lizards
and birds. The panel agreed that this
project is probably most intriguing to
graphic design nerds, but were happy to
see that something so niche could
appeal to the general public.

IIIF is a collective of two Icelandic fashion
designers and a French industrial
designer who collaborate on several lines
of products, accessories and clothing.
One of their fundamental principles is
that “less is more” and their collections’
clean lines clearly exemplify this
approach. A simultaneous versatility and
durability make the backpack/tote in blue
reindeer leather and canvas a stand-out
item, while the pendants fashioned with

“Iceland seen through foreign eyes” is an
illustrated collection of quirky factoids
about Iceland as interpreted by Swiss artist Karin Kurzmeyer and her Estonian colleague Piret Uustal. “Cats rule the town”
is only one of the many idiosyncratic
observations about life in Iceland which
they’ve brought to life on paper. Their
visual puns also play on the giant wheels
that are typical of so many Icelandic vehicles, as well as Icelanders’ rather flexible
definition of punctuality. Karin’s previous
series of postcards and drawings, “Very
serious pictures from Iceland,” were the
first product launched by design store
Hundahólmi in 2012, many of which are
still available as t-shirts or cleaning cloths
for glasses and iPhone screens. With
this new collection, which is very likely
to be purchased as a travel memento,
the panel thought that Hundahólmi had
elevated the typical Icelandic souvenir to
something with much more quality and
substance than say, a stuffed puffin.

Nanna Dís

Nanna Dís

Product Of The Year:

Fashion Design Of The Year:

The PyroPet

JÖR By Guðmundur Jörundsson

Created by Þórunn Árnadóttir and Daniel Koval

Created by Guðmundur Jörundsson

The PyroPet by Þórunn Árnadóttir
and Daniel Koval might look like a
cute little kisa (kitty), but it’s got
hidden bite. Starting as an innocent
pink or grey kitten candle, once
lit, The PyroPet (originally known
as “The Devil’s Pet”), melts slowly
to reveal a fanged, skeletal beast
within. The product was creative,
the panel agreed, but not ‘too arty,’
and also has demonstrated that it

Runners Up:
Klettur
Created by

Rúna Thors and
Hildur Steinþórsdóttir

has significant commercial appeal.
In fact, Þórunn and Dan crowdsourced all of the money needed
to launch this product in just a few
days. The panelists admired the
creators’ ability to turn an everyday item into something new. “A
candle,” one laughed. “Nobody
thought you could do anything else
with a candle.”

storage solution as well. In addition to
this honourable mention, Erla’s work has
won numerous awards both in Iceland
and abroad, such as Iceland’s Design of
the Year award in 1999 and the German
design company iF’s Product Design
Award in 2010.

2013 was quite the busy year at JÖR
by Guðmundur Jörundsson, the recipient of this year's Fashion Design
of the Year Award. The introduction
of womenswear as part of the label's
2013 Autumn/Winter collection
expanded its vocabulary, much
to the delight of JÖR’s many fans.
Guðmundur also opened his flagship
store on Laugavegur where strong

Runners Up:
Magnea Einarsdóttir

We Look Forward
To More In 2014:

Klettur is a practical outdoor bench
which takes inspiration and design
considerations from textile patterns,
Icelandic nature, and ergonomics.
Inspired to create a piece of affordable
and sturdy “urban furniture,” architect
Hildur Steinþórsdóttir and product
designer Rúna Thors focused on creating
a piece that could withstand all types of
weather and would also be difficult for
vandals—or a particularly strong
Icelandic wind—to move. Klettur is cast in
one piece, creating smooth planes which
prevent rainwater accumulation. You
might not think of concrete as not the
most comfortable material to sit on, but
the design team referred to the expertise
of physiotherapist Arna Steinarsdóttir in
order to allow for two equally ergonomic
seating possibilities.

Hyrna Coffee tables
Created by

Erla Sólveig Óskarsdóttir
Erla Sólveig Óskarsdóttir is one of
Iceland’s preeminent furniture designers, and her multi-level pyramid-shaped
Hyrna coffee tables are an excellent
representation of her functional, simple,
and stylish home designs. The tables
are made entirely of oak (no screws!)
and were designed to be easily pulled
over one’s lap while sitting on the couch
or pushed to the side as needed. The
smaller table conveniently nests under
the taller one, making for an elegant

Guðrún Vald, for Keili kertastjaka
Taking its name from the Keilir mountain,
Keilir is a conical candlestick made of
mahogany wood and hand-painted in
bright pastel colors. The piece is the latest brainchild of Guðrún Valdimarsdóttir,
who graduated with a BA in product design from the Icelandic Academy of the
Arts in 2009 and has been developing
her own product line ever since. These
candlesticks, like all of Guðrún’s designs,
aim to outlast changing trends while
also incorporating locally-produced and
environmentally-friendly materials.

We Look Forward
To More In 2014:

Helgi Steinar Helgason,
architect, panel director on behalf of
Grapevine

Kyrja

Ástríður Magnúsdóttir,
architect, on behalf of the Iceland
Design Centre

This designer started her label just
over a year ago and focuses on rare
weightless fabrics like silk, bamboo
and mohair, giving her own refreshing and relevant take on loose
silhouettes. The garment’s lightness
is perfect for the on-going trend
of layering. One of our panellists
remarked that Kyrja is “hitting all the
right notes” and has a unique stance
in Icelandic fashion, an advantage
stemming from her Italian schooling.

Farmers Market

Erna has been praised since her
beginnings by the likes of Vogue and
i-D for her chic, modern and
feminine usage of knitwear. Our
panellists agree that her designs at
Geysir take wool to a new place, fit
all ages and are popular as well as
creative.

Created by
Dagný Bjarnadóttir &
Hildur Gunnarsdóttir
Landscape architects Dagný Bjarnadóttir and architect Hildur Gunnarsdóttir
caught our panel's attention with their
progressive community project. Sourcing
local Alaskan Asp from Grímsnes that
might otherwise have been turned into
wood chips, the two architects designed
outdoor benches that inmates serving
time at Litla Hraun maximum security
prison manufactured. Part of the future
proceeds are meant to go into a fund
that supports the children of inmates.

On The Panel:

Magnea by Magnea Einarsdóttir
This inspired designer gives a
contemporary urban twist to the
Icelandic folk wardrobe by mixing
ever-popular organic yarns with surprising modern materials like rubber.
“Magnea has a unique vision,” one of
our panellists noted. The craftsmanslike nonchalance of her creations fit
differently on the body than other
local brands. Magnea's fondness for
cosy handmade knitwear is unmistakable and infectious: the pieces
you acquire will carry you through
the seasons of your life.

Outdoor bench design

Farmers Market is a captivating label
for the more trendalicious knitwear
seeker. The guiding vision is to
create traditionally-styled pieces
which will keep you warm under any
circumstances without sacrificing
style. They’ve been around for some
years already, and are not afraid of
renewal and have introduced merino
wool to their collections as an
alternative to traditional lopi. You'll
spot their products on the most
fashion-savvy Reykjavíkingur any day

which tastefully incorporate dashes
of colour and geometrical patterns.
This fresh dialogue between feminine fluidity and masculine structures is one that speaks to modern
fashionistas. Our panelists agreed
that Guðmundur admirably walks
the fine line between commercial
and editorial.

of the year. “This is the Ralph Lauren
of Iceland,” as one of our panellists
noted.

Created by
Sif Baldursdóttir

Keilir kertastjaki
Created by
Guðrún Vald

modern women and progressive
dandies can find all they dream of,
from socks to shirts to watches. The
two 2013 collections revisited the
men's suit, the genre's most iconic
outfit, by deconstructing and reassembling it in daring ways for both
sexes. These are versatile—even
less fashion conscious folks can be
comfortable wearing the designs,

Geysir by
Erna Einarsdóttir

Kristrún Thors,
product designer, on behalf of the
Iceland Academy of the Arts
Tinna Brá Baldvinsdóttir,
owner of Hrím design store, on behalf of design retailers in Reykjavík
Ragnheiður Axel,
fashion desginer, on behalf of the
Association of Icelandic Fashion
Designers
Þórey Eva Einarsdóttir,
managing director of thez Reykjavík
Fashion Festival
Kjartan Páll Eyjólfsson,
director of Epal design store, on behalf of design retailers in Reykjavík
THE RULES:
Products eligible for the awards
must have been introduced in 2013.
A product is a real, tangible thing.
Fashion does not qualify as a product,
though it can qualify as a product
line. A separate fashion award is also
awarded.

THE LOCAL BEER
WORLD’S BEST STANDARD LAGER

2.25%
ALC. VOL.
LÉTTBJÓR

