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Birgitta Jónsdóttir, from Pirate
to Revolutionary (Again)
Iceland's most famous Pirate has left the party.
But for her, the adventure's just getting started.
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ON THE COVER:
Birgitta Jónsdóttir
COVER PHOTO
Timotheé Lambrecq
ASSISTANT
Alexander Jean
INFO
Guy Fawkes mask and
megaphone, model's own.

WHAT HAPPENED?
Tim caught Birgitta on
the way to the airport,
and shot her in and
around her house. No
word on if she's getting
him anything from the
Duty-Free. If you're
reading this Birgitta,
Tim wants a carton of
Gauloise Blondes and
a bottle of CK One.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Is The Plunder Over?

Alice Demurtas is
from Sardinia, but
moved to Iceland in
2012. She worked in
fashion journalism
for four years before
moving on to culture
and news.
An avid reader of
anything by Zadie
Smith, Alice can’t
function without
coffee. She also loves
to fall asleep to the
sound of crinkly
paper.

An international
man of mystery, Art
Bicnick moves like
a shadow through
the subcultures and
soireés of Reykjavík,
never still, ghosting
the scene in a puff
of blue smoke—the
exhaust fumes of the
elusive, well-travelled
Bicnick Mini. He
takes photographs
and oversees
photography in
the magazine.

John Rogers an
Englishman who
first joined us as
a music writer,
later graduating to
Managing Editor. A
constant traveller, a
lover of art, culture,
food and nightlife,
he edits our Best of
Reykjavík, Best of
Iceland and Iceland
Airwaves sister
publications. His first
book, “Real Life,” was
published in 2014.

Hannah Jane is based
out of Iceland by way
of NYC. An alumni of
Columbia University,
Hannah has lived
on five continents
and speaks three
languages fluently,
which is very
impressive. Her
visionary work is
known for expanding
the definitions
of emotion,
introspection, and
above all else, taste.

Kinga Kozlowska, an
intern at Grapevine,
spent her whole life
in big cities (Warsaw
and Berlin), but a
year ago decided
that it’s time for a
change, packed her
things and moved to
Iceland. She is still
figuring out what
brought her here
and what is going to
come out of it. She’s
into words, sounds
and food.

It’s hard to start a
new political movement. And it’s really
hard to try and
change the system.
But
we
always
salute those who try.
The Pirate Party
arrived like a storm in Iceland’s political
scene in the year 2012, after the collapse
of the financial system four years earlier.
Birgitta Jónsdóttir was one of the founders, and went on to attract the attention
of the world—firstly, because of her role
as a former Wikileaks operative, working
personally with Julian Assange (before
he was camped out in London’s Ecuadorian embassy hiding from rape allegations), then for the Pirates’ incredibly high
poll numbers throughout the year 2016.
The Pirates’ popularity didn’t translate
into a landslide election victory in quite
the dramatic fashion the polls suggested.
Nevertheless, the 2016 election saw the
Prime Minister ousted, as Icelanders protest-voted the ruling parties

because of their involvement in the
Panama Papers scandal. The Pirate Party
did still win ten seats in parliament—
a remarkable achievement in itself.

Sveinbjörn Pálsson
is our Art Director.
He's responsible for
the design of the
magazine and the
cover photography.
When he's not
working here, he DJs
as Terrordisco, hosts
the Funkþátturinn
radio show, or sits at
a table in a Reykjavik
café, drinking
copious amounts of
coffee and thinking
about fonts.

Alexander Jean
Edvard Le Sage De
Fontenay has such
a long name we had
serious misgivings if
we'd have space to
fit in a bio.

Phil Uwe Widiger,
Intern Phil has
already lived in three
different countries
at the age of 24, He
is currently studying
his master’s degree
in journalism. He
loves everything
connected to music,
spirituality and
culture in general.
Say “hi” next time you
see him meditating
at some black-metal
concert.

However, it didn’t last for long. Only
a year later, the next scandal hit the
Icelandic nation, and yet another election took place in 2017. This time the
Pirates lost four seats, with Icelanders starting to feel that something had
changed in the grassroots of the party.
The next big shock came in the
beginning of April, when Birgitta
announced that she had quit the very
party that she founded. Now, the public
is asking the obvious question: Is the
Pirate ship sinking? And, even worse—
could this attempt to reform our little
corrupted paradise be lost for good?
Birgitta says the movement she
founded has transitioned into a mainstream political party, with all the
baggage that entails. Read the full
about all this and more on page 19.

When he's not
keeping our readers
informed about the
latest rumblings in
underground music,
he's making huge
waves DJing under
his Bervik moniker.

eat
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Lóa Hlín
Hjálmtýsdóttir is a
national treasure.
One of Iceland's
leading illustrators,
when she's not
drawing she's the
front-woman of
Icelandic ElectroPop supergroup
FM Belfast. The's
days her comic
Lóabratorium, which
appears every issue
on page 8, is a daily
strip on her Twitter.

think about it,
www.oddsson.is

drink

sleep

there must be higher love
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the mission. Only one day later,
however an assistant to the Minister of Foreign Affairs revealed that
the Icelandic government had
actually supported the bombings.
Awkward.
The news sparked a harsh controversy in Iceland, not only because
of the despicable actions of Icelandic authorities, but also because it
seems that, in the grip of the Independence Party, the PM and the
Left Greens have turned against
their own ethos, supporting an
organisation they’ve long been
opposed to.

The Prime Minister, yesterday

What Are Icelanders Talking About?
A round-up of fresh debates, hot topics and
crazy madness from the past month.
Words: Alice Demurtas Photo: Art Bicnick
air attack on Syria carried out
by United States, France and
Britain, Iceland’s Prime Minister
ambiguously claimed on national
TV that Iceland had not specifically expressed any support for

Then again, it's hard to decide
on what side of the road to stand
on. Among the topics Icelanders
are lately divided over, there is
a possible ban on diesel cars. A
recent survey found that about
39% of people living in Reykjavík
are in favour of a ban on diesel
cars for the year 2030. In comparison, only 44% of inhabitants would
be opposed to such measures. The
ban on diesel cars could potentially become part of Iceland’s plan
to employ renewable energy for
about 40% of local transports. But
will it ever be implemented, in a
country that loves cars so much
that it should have a 4x4 stamped
on its own flag?

BREAKFAST
§

BRUNCH
§

With the #MeToo revolution
sweeping the nation, you’d think
we had finally pinned down some
fundamentals. Yet, it doesn’t
look like everybody has gotten
the memo. Football player Elmar
Bjarnason and his astonishingly
naive tweets on gender equality
in Iceland prove that. “The patriarchy is a conspiracy theory—isn’t
our PM a woman?” he wrote. “Stop
with the BS, just work harder and
better than your male counterparts.” Elmar also went on to
criticise gender quotas, claiming
that an individual should get a job
because of their skills not because
of their gender. Thank God we
have someone like Elmar to show
us the light. Now that we know
it's all in our head we can just go
back to the kitchen and just work
harder. Chop chop.

Who wants to have a diesel car, anyone ?

LUNCH
§

What memo?

When it comes to cringy situations, however, nobody tops the
Icelandic government. After the
publisher@
grapevine.is
Published by Fröken
ehf.
Hafnarstræti 15,
101 Reykjavík
www.grapevine.is
grapevine@
grapevine.is
Member of the
Icelandic
Travel Industry
Association
www.saf.is
Printed by
Landsprent ehf. in
25,000 copies.
PUBLISHER
Hilmar Steinn
Grétarsson
hilmar@grapevine.is
+354 540 3601

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Valur Grettisson
valur@grapevine.is
MANAGING EDITOR
John Rogers
john@grapevine.is
ART DIRECTOR
Sveinbjörn Pálsson
sveinbjorn@
grapevine.is
NEWS EDITOR
Paul Fontaine
paul@grapevine.is
TRAVEL EDITOR
John Rogers
john@grapevine.is
PHOTO EDITOR
Art Bicnick
art@grapevine.is

WEB EDITOR
Alice Demurtas
alice@grapevine.is
LISTINGS DIRECTOR
Hannah Jane Cohen
listings@listings.is
COPY EDITOR
Natalie Ouellette
EDITORIAL INTERNS
Kinga Kozlowska
ILLUSTRATION
Lóa Hjálmtýsdóttir
Elín Elísabet
CONTRIBUTING
WRITERS
Alexander Jean de
Fontenay
Alice Demurtas
Björn Teitsson
Björn Halldórsson
Greig Robertson
Hannah Jane Cohen
John Rogers

Kinga Kozłowska
Natalie Oullette
Phil Uwe Widiger
Paul Fontaine
Unnsteinn Manúel
Tara Njála
Shruthi Basappa
Valur Grettisson
PHOTOGRAPHERS
Art Bicnick
Guðrún Elsa
Bragadóttir
Hanna Ólafsdóttir
Julie Rowland
Timothée Lambrecq
Santiago Felipe
SALES DIRECTORS
Aðalsteinn
Jörundsson
adalsteinn@
grapevine.is
Helgi Þór Harðarson
helgi@grapevine.is
EDITORIAL
+354 540 3600
editor@grapevine.is

ADVERTISING
+354 540 3605
ads@grapevine.is
DISTRIBUTION &
SUBSCRIPTIONS
+354 540 3604
distribution@
grapevine.is
PRESS RELEASES
listings@grapevine.is
GENERAL INQUIRIES
grapevine@grapevine.is
FOUNDERS
Hilmar Steinn
Grétarsson,
Hörður
Kristbjörnsson,
Jón Trausti
Sigurðarson,
Oddur Óskar
Kjartansson,
Valur Gunnarsson
The Reykjavík Grapevine is
published 21 times a year

by Fröken ltd. Monthly
from December through
February, and fortnightly
from March til October.
Nothing in this magazine
may be reproduced in
whole or in part without
the written permission
of the publishers. The
Reykjavík Grapevine
is distributed around
Reykjavík, Akureyri,
Egilsstaðir, Seyðisfjörður,
Borgarnes, Keflavík,
Ísafjörður and at key
locations along road
#1, and all major tourist
attractions and tourist
information centres in
the country. You may not
like it, but at least it's not
sponsored (no articles in
the Reykjavík Grapevine
are pay-for articles. The
opinions expressed are
the writers’ own, not the
advertisers’).

DINNER

Cafe Paris | Austurstræti 14 | 101 Reykjavík
cafeparis.is | cafeparis@cafeparis.is | +354 551 1020

PRICE:

2.300 ISK
3.900 ISK

ONE WAY

RETURN

Pay less with
Airport Express
Quick and convenient airport transfer

Free Wifi
on board

Tickets available
directly on the bus
or online

Comfortable,
modern coaches

Service for
all flights

Book now at airportexpress.is or call us in +354 540 1313 (24/7)

Siggi is one of
our experienced
drivers
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ASK AN

Astrochemist
Q: What is it with
all the sunburns in
Iceland?

The seas aren't safe for whales around Iceland

Whale Hunting
To Begin Again In
Iceland
Just when you thought this
story was over.

Words:
Paul Fontaine
Photo:
Skari

After a two-year break, whale hunting
conducted by Hvalur hf. will resume
again this summer.
MBL reports that the company has
been granted a quota of 161 fin whales to
hunt this summer, up from the 155 fin
whales they were allowed to hunt the
last time they went whaling, in 2015.

“Medical purposes”
The aim of the hunt is to develop nutritional supplements for the anaemic
from the meat, to make gelatin from
the bones, and to use the whale blubber

MISSING IN ICELAND

Corned
Beef

Iceland’s food
culture has been
blossoming over
the past few years.
Fine restaurants
have moved beyond churning out
the same “Nordic

for unspecified medical purposes.
As reported, Hvalur hf. had taken a
break from whale hunting both last year
and the year before. Kristján Loftsson,
the head of the company, told reporters
that this pause
was due to
largely bureaucratic reasons,
but that has
not been the
only obstacle
he has faced.
The hacktivist movement
Anonymous
has also gotten
involved, with
a p er s i s t en t
campaign
against the
hunting of fin whales which has shut
down government websites for hours
at a time. Anonymous has pledged that
the cyber attacks will continue until
whaling ends.

Whales are getting smarter
The domestic market for whale meat is
so minuscule as to be non-existent, and
public opinion has been increasingly
against whaling as well. Today, most
Icelanders are
against the hunting of endangered fin whales,
and only about
50% support the
hunting of the
more abundant
minke whales.
Furthermore,
while whale
hunters have
been having a
hard time finding whales in
F a x a f l ó i B a y,
whale watching groups have been finding a plethora of whales, leading one to
wonder if the whales are savvy enough
to avoid hunting ships, and to instead
swim near whale watching boats.

“The aim of the hunt
is to develop nutritional supplements for
the anaemic from the
meat, to make gelatin
from the bones, and to
use whale blubber for
unspecified medical
purposes. ”

fusion” plates, and
the varieties of
street food have
also expanded. Unfortunately, there
is still one glaring
omission: corned
beef.
For the unfamiliar, there is no corn
in corned beef.
It’s a salt-cured
beef brisket, so
named because it
is packed inside
large-grain “corns”
of salt, which
tends to turn
the meat pink.
It became wildly
popular in Europe
after the Indus-

trial Revolution
because of its
tendency to stay
unspoiled for a
very long time.
Since those
olden days, it has
become a staple
of delicatessens
across North America and Europe;
so much so, that
certain sandwiches cannot be
made without it.
The Reuben, for
example, is comprised of corned
beef, sauerkraut,
Swiss cheese and
Thousand Island
dressing on rye.

Any other kind of
meat and it’s not a
Reuben, it’s some
lesser, inferior
sandwich.
The absence of
corned beef is especially perplexing
when one considers traditional
Icelandic cuisine.
Like corned beef,
foods such as
saltfish, or any part
of the lamb, cow or
pig soaked in whey
(súrmatur) were
also created so as
to last a long time
without spoiling.
Unlike súrmatur,
corned beef actu-

ally tastes good.
Comedian and
former Reykjavík
Mayor Jón Gnarr
once speculated
that the reason
why Icelanders
love junk food is
that colonial times
culturally conditioned us to enjoy
eating garbage.
The culture has
been shifting for a
long time now, but
corned beef still
remains something else missing
in Iceland. PF

BREAKFAST FROM 7
LUNCH FROM 12
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Words: Phil Uwe
Widiger
A : D i d yo u eve r
wonder why, after
hiking in Iceland,
you wake up the
next day with a red nose, shoulder or
other body parts? Somehow, these
nasty sunburns seem to occur faster
than in other European countries and
often carry an unpleasant itch with
them. We asked Helgi Rafn Hróðmarsson, aka The Cosmic Chemist, why the
sun in Iceland seems to be so fatal.
Briefly, this can vary greatly
from person to person because
your skin type plays a major role.
Whether the skin is oily, dry, fine,
or if you're touched by fire, your
proneness to sunburns varies .
The second point you need to consider is the climate. In colder climates where the air is drier, the
skin is more easily dehumidified
which in case of sunburn could
lead to more itchy burn effects.
But is the impact of the sun stronger
in Iceland than in mainland Europe?
In humid climates, you feel hotter
because water is a very effective
vessel for transporting heat because of its high heat capacity. So,
for an island surrounded by water
often ensconced in winds, feeling hotter in comparison with the
mainland of Europe can make sense.
I would be careful about direct comparisons with individual countries
though. The ozone layer evolves
over each hemisphere in different
ways so on particular days, it can
be slightly thinner or thicker. But
generally, it won't kill you to cough
up the extra bucks and additional 5
minutes and apply the sunscreen.

Icelandic wool

icelandiclamb.is
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THE
GRAPEVINE
PLAYLIST
The must-hear tracks of the issue

Take that, ugly countries that weren’t robbed by their bankers

WHAT HAVE WE WON?:

Miss World
Triple Crown
Iceland’s beauty boo-boos

Words:
Hannah Jane
Cohen
Photos:
Brynjar Gauti
Sveinsson

There are some countries renowned
for their culinary expertise, others for
their proclivity to take to the barricades,
and even others for their ability to elect
reality show hosts to office. Iceland,
meanwhile, has a more sparkly reputation, full of big hair, small waists, tiny

bikinis and a desire for world peace.
Yes, over the years three ruthlessly
beautiful Icelandic beauty queens
have snatched up the coveted Miss
World title. Take that, ugly countries
that weren’t robbed by their bankers.

Beauty beats
Iceland’s first beauty beating was
in 1985 with Hólmfíður Karlsdóttir. Next up was Linda Pétursdóttir in
1988, and most recently Unnur Birna
Vilhjálmsdóttir in 2005. These three
victories actually put Iceland as the
third most decorated Miss World country worldwide, just behind Venezuela
with six sparkly crowns and India and
the United Kingdom with five each.
That said, it is clear per capita who

LÓABORATORIUM

Travellers are often surprised by the
peculiar ‘ostaskeri’ found in Icelandic Airbnb kitchens. Although it
looks like a spatula, the horizontal
blade at its base betrays its purpose:
it’s a cheese (osta) cutter (skeri)!
But why do Icelanders often talk about
how disgraceful it is to have an ‘ostaskeri’ in the middle of the road? Are they
secretly ashamed of their cheese-cutters?
In reality, they’re referring to the
dangerous security fence that separates
opposite lanes on high traffic roads like
the one to Hveragerði. The horizontal wires, in fact, are so sharp that if
a biker or motorbiker clashes against
the ‘ostaskeri’ in an accident, well...we
leave it to you to imagine the rest. AD

Ostaskeri

WORD OF
THE ISSUE

VISIT THE
WEIRD AND
WONDERFUL
WORLD OF
TULIPOP

is the most attractive nation as 31.5
million people live in Venezuela
while only 320,000 call Iceland
home. Therefore if Iceland had 31.5
million people in their borders,
you’d see bejewelled crowns all over
the place rather than just fake tans
and obnoxiously dark eyebrows.

Indriði - Amma
Like an Icelandic
Kurt Vile, Indriði’s
solo work is very
different to the
aggressive metal
he makes as part
of Muck. He drawls
his way through
the melodious,
easygoing “Amma,”
which is a song
that’s as much
about the classic,
reassuring mood
of indie-Americana
than anything
else. More will be
revealed this year on
his new album ‘Ding
Ding.’ JR

María Viktoría - Rainy
Rurrenabaque
A regular guest at
songwriter evenings
and a constant live
performer, María
Viktoría should be
much more wellknown. This song
could help with its
youthful melody
that wraps the
listener into a comfy
sweater of innocent
pleasure. If you want
to feel like being on
holidays in South
America, listen out
for the trumpets. PW

Miss Universe is lame
Unfortunately, Iceland has not yet
claimed the Miss Universe crown,
but the Miss Universe pageant is run
by Donald Trump and seems somewhat discriminatory as only women
from Earth compete. We find that
incredibly problematic but hey,
Donald Trump hates immigrants.

Ólafur Arnalds re:member
From rock drummer
to BAFTA-winning
composer to
techno star as one
half of Kiasmos,
Ólafur Arnalds’ star
seems to rise and
rise indefinitely.
His latest release
is very much in his
house style, with
delicate piano,
spidery strings
and dramatic,
atmospheric swells.
It’s a tried-andtested sound, but
the world seems
hungry for more
Ólafur. JR

Dulvitund - Í Höfðinu
Á Mér
Dulvitund’s new
song is more catchy
and accessible
than his previous
efforts. There are
still the cold, dark
and ambient synth
layers, but this time,
they swirl around
a simple distorted
vocal melody. The
song carries the
listener through
a blurry dream
of comfortable
depression. It’ll stay
in your head for a
while. PW

Birgir - Home
The radio hit of the
issue goes to Birgir.
It’s a soft production
with a vocal faintly
reminiscent of
Michael Bublé and a
chorus that would
make any folk-indie
fan happy. This is
the perfect mixture
for your soundtrack
to the upcoming
Icelandic summer—
still hoping—or
the next Coca-Cola
advertisement. PW

Morpholith Voidwalker
This 12-minute
nightmare of slow,
crushing riffs is like
cold water on a hot
day for the Icelandic
doom metal scene.
The vocals vary
between singing and
hellish screams, and
are rather far back
in the mix, giving the
song an old-school
flair. The mid-song
tempo change
and the following
breakdown make
“Voidwalker” a musthear. My neck hurts
already. PW

Listen, watch &
more tracks:
gpv.is/play

THIS IS IT 2018
WELCOME

WHALE WATCHING • HÚSAVÍK • ICELAND

“Great adventure
with the rib. Seeing
so much beautiful
animals”

“Rib Ride humpback whales
- amazing!”

“Big whale speed
boat - AMAZING”

“Best whale
watching
experience from
the Safari tour!”
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Visit The Gentle Giants

up north in Húsavík – The Whale Watching Capital of Iceland

“Fabulous tour,
operated by
fantastically
enthusiastic staff”

“Absolutely the best
Whale watching
experience in
Iceland”

“Fantastic
experience,
worth the time
and money”

150 YEARS OF FAMILY HISTORY IN THE BAY
Akureyri

Tel. +354 464 1500 • www.gentlegiants.is • info@gentlegiants.is
HÚSAVÍK

MEMBER OF ICEWHALE – THE ICELANDIC WHALE WATCHING ASSOCIATION

Reykjavík

Húsavík

#IcelandSmites ⚽

10 The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 06 — 2018

MEET THE SMITERS

Birkir
“Freyfaxi”
Bjarnason
Age: 29
Hometown: Akureyri
Club: Aston Villa
Position: Central Midfielder
Special Skills: Brutal big-game goals,
hair softer than the England team’s
backbone,wild gallops, gnashing hooves,
being perfect
Nicknames: Freyfaxi, The Besmircher of
Backlines, The Akureyri Antagonist, Equus,
Horror Hooves“
Much like Freyfaxi—the galloping stallion of
Hrafnkels Saga—Birkir Bjarnason is a glorious creature to be admired—but not insulted by the touch of mere mortals. Indeed,
it is rumoured that Bjarki is so genetically
perfect that his face and hair are insured
for a whopping 3 trillion ISK, with his teammates forbidden from coming closer than
five metres to his awe-inspiring beauty during training sessions. Should so much as a
lock of his golden hair be set out of place,
Icelandic parliament reserves the right to
punish the offender by death on grounds
of sacrilege.
Of course, Bjarki is much more than just
a visual gem and has consistently shown
gratitude for his colleagues’ restraint on
the training pitch. Whether deployed in a
combative defensive midfield role or given
license to scythe through the opposition
as a wing’d attacker, “The Besmircher of
Back-Lines” adds invaluable élan to any side
lucky enough to have him on their books. His
record at club level demonstrates as much:
he has scored 56 goals and assisted in a further 23 in 329 games for Viking, FK Bodø/
Glimt, Standard Liège, Pescara, Sampdoria,
FC Basel and Aston Villa.
However, Bjarki’s mane flows freest in
an Iceland stip, as evidenced in Euro 2016,
where he raised his game higher than the
Hammer of Thor to smite the Portuguese,
then to secure a glorious 2-1 scoreline
(reflective only of the 45 minutes, sadly)
against the French. In fact, the performances of “The Akureyri Antagonist” were
so dazzling that he transcended the very
sport of football and was offered a modelling contract with ASOS via Twitter. With all
due respect, after winning the World Cup in
Russia, Bjarki can expect the advances of
more sophisticated brands, and a signature
range with 66°North is rumoured to be in the
pipeline. GR

Russian gangs are preparing forn the arrival of the world

We Will Smite
Them On The
Beaches
In two months, football’s
Ice Age begins
SPORT
Words:
John Rogers &
Greig Robertson
Illustration:
Lóa Hlín
Hjálmtýsdóttir

Follow our football
commentary on
Twitter:
@rvkgrapevine

THIS DAY IN ICELANDIC HISTORY

Danish Trade
Monopoly Begins

Iceland was once a colony, and the Danes
made sure we undestood this

Words:
Paul Fontaine
Photo:
GV

April 20, 1602, was a momentous day in
Iceland. It was on this day that the Kingdom of Denmark first imposed a trade
monopoly on Iceland. This didn’t just
mean that Iceland could only trade with
Denmark; it also meant that only a few
major players in Denmark were permitted to reap the wealth from Iceland.
The trade monopoly is a great
example of how planned economies
are not always socialist in nature.
For 184 years, Danish merchants

With gangs training for all-out brawls in
the forests of Russia, the injury curses
flying thick and fast, and clubs around
the world trying to sign our in-demand
warriors, here’s the
latest pre-World Cup
news from the Icelandic camp, and beyond.

Iceland
captain in
demand

of the spoils of war after storming
enemy cities. Time will tell where he
ends up, but people living in the lesser
cities of Turkey should be afraid. JR

Birkir cursed?
Birkir Bjarnason missed out on Aston
Villa’s game against Leeds last weekend
after suffering a suspicious spontaneous injury. “His back stiffened up and
he felt a twinge as he left the dressing
room,” reports the AVFC website. “It was
a funny one really, he hadn't actually
done anything to provoke it. He's a tough
character so it must have been bad for
him to pull out just before kick-off.” We
at Grapevine suggest hiring a witch to
scan the global psychic network for signs
of foul Argentinian magick warfare. JR

“We suggest
hiring a witch
to scan the
global psychic
network for
signs of Argentinian magick
warfare.”

Aron Gunnarsson, the
totemic leader of the
Icelandic team, is out
of contract at Cardiff
t h i s s u m m e r, b u t
there are no shortage
of suitors for his fearsome services. The
Bluebirds are reportedly keen to retain
his smiting services, but UK Newspaper
The Sun reports that various teams in
Europe and the U.S. are trying to lure
him away, including Turkish champions Besiktas. Aron is rumoured to
have various demands in his contract,
including the rights to a large portion

controlled 20 to 25 designated “trading posts” in Iceland, dividing them
amongst themselves and charging
a fixed rent. The King of Denmark
himself set a fixed rate of prices, too.
What did this mean for Icelanders? Not
a lot of good, as you might imagine.
Almost all of the wealth generated
in Iceland was funnelled to Copenhagen, Malmö (now in Sweden) and
Helsingør for the first few years; after
1620, it all went to Copenhagen. For a
long time, Denmark sent a single shipment of goods to Iceland each year, a
great deal of these goods of substandard quality, with food often spoiled
or already rotting. In short, Denmark
got fat and sassy while Iceland struggled to hang on as a vassal state.
Skúli Magnússon, the national sheriff and at one time the most powerful man in the country, helped put
an end to this nonsense. For most
of the trade monopoly’s existence,
Danish merchants sat at home counting their money. Skúli passed a decree

More than an
experiment

Infinite praise has
been heaped on the
role of infrastruc tural investment
in Iceland’s current
international success,
but the team’s technical director Arnar
Bill Gunnarsson
insists that there’s
something mystical about the current
horde of young footballing warlords. "Many people have
talked about our coaching system and
our facilities being a big reason why
we can compete, but we have a golden
generation who started playing football
before those facilities came," Arnar told
football website Goal.com. "The system
of play fits them really well, their attithat merchants needed to
permanently live in Iceland
in order to engage in their
craft. At the same time, he
allowed them to invest in
other forms of employment
besides the merchant trade,
as royal decree had previously forbidden. This led to
a revenue stream coming
back into Iceland, which
helped it develop rapidly.
Both the end of the
American Revolutionary
War and the disastrous
eruption of Skaftáreldar in
the same year, 1783, precipitated an economic freefall
in Iceland, and the situation
quickly deteriorated. This
made the trade monopoly very unfeasible for
Denmark and, on New Year’s
Eve of 1787, the monopoly
was brought to an end.

tude is fantastic, and everything’s
clicking together.” Stick that in your
pipe, self-gratifying politicians. GR

Battle of the hashtags
It’s no secret that with Team USA failing to qualify for the 2018 World Cup,
the 326,000,000 citizens of the United
States—at least, those who are enlightened to the beautiful game—are looking
for another team to get behind. Iceland’s
population is around 0.1% of the US, so
there are various online efforts going to
bring a little extra support to Iceland’s
siege of the tournament. Einstök have
launched the #AdoptIceland initiative,
and a formal #TeamIceland hashtag is
also in use. Alongside #IcelandSmites
and—of course—#SmiteTheWorld,
that should still leave you a few characters to tweet your victory yawp when
we crush the world’s finest beneath
our mighty heel this summer. JR

Russian gangs issue
threats
Russia’s famously violent football
hooligan “ultras” are in training to
face off against opposition supporters
on the 2018 World Cup. Online videos
surfaced recently online of all-women
gangs with names like Siege Girls
staging mass brawls in snowy forests.
Martial arts expert Viktoria, who runs
the Slavyanki Gang, said to the Sunday
Express newspaper: “This world can’t be
without traumas and everyone knows
there will be injuries.” The threats are
mostly levelled at England supporters
due to recent political tensions, but
anyone travelling to the World Cup
should stay alert, and stay safe. GR

Skúli Magnússon, a man who took
no shit from the Danes

Pre-booking is required. Book online at bluelagoon.com
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Eviction day

Iceland’s Own
Paris Commune

What was just another empty house became a post-crisis flashpoint
NEWS
Words:
Paul Fontaine
Photos:
Óskar Steinn
Ómarsson

If you walk up Laugavegur on a summer
day, as you pass the gate that blocks
downtown car traffic, you might notice
that the cars are detoured down the
impossibly small side street of Vatnsstígur. Amongst the few buildings on
this one-block lane is a boarded-up
house, the steps to its front door missing, the facade liberally decorated with
half-assed graffiti. This is Vatnsstígur
4. You might not
know it to look at
it, but this house
was ground zero
in a bold anarchist
experiment in
Reykjavík nearly
ten years ago,
launched in the
wake of the financial crisis. While
it was ultimately
unsuccessful,
lasting only about
a week, it brought
the right to shelter to the forefront
of the ongoing discussion about what
needed changing in Iceland.

in 2014, was able to find Reykjavík City
Hall minutes about what to do with the
property going back to at least 2006.
Abandoned houses in Reykjavík are,
more often than not, used by people who
do not have anywhere else to sleep, or
kids looking for someplace to party away
from the prying eyes of adults. All that
changed in April 2009.
During this time, Iceland was still

“We painted the
walls these nice
colours, but the
owners went back
and painted it
grey. It's like they
were trying to
prove our point.”

Ye Olden Reykjavík
Vatnsstígur 4 is a very old house, built
in 1901. It fell on hard times in the 21st
century, and stood abandoned for many
years. Bergdís Bjarnadóttir, who did her
BA thesis on empty houses in Reykjavík

The squat begins
Snorri Páll Jónsson Úlfhildarson, an
anarchist who was a part of the Vatnsstígur 4 squat, told us about the impetus
for the project.
"There was a group of people who, at
that time, formed a movement of anarchists and radical leftists in Iceland,”
he said. “We felt there was an empty
space there, after the collapse of the
government. The protests had stopped,
people had accepted that there was a new
government, but this was an in-between
time, this emergency government. We
were thinking about how to use this
momentum that we had gained in the
protests to further our cause. One of
those ideas was to squat houses."
But rather than simply occupying
the abandoned property in stealth, they
decided to go public with their move.
They fixed the place up, painted the
walls, and even opened a “free shop”;
a sort of trading post where people
exchange goods for free. They sent
out a press release announcing their
intentions. The response from a public
already struggling to keep a roof over
their heads was primarily positive, and
anarchist news services were quick
to spread the story around the world.
Things were going pretty well for a few
days there.

Snorri Páll Jónsson Úlfhildarsson

The eviction

reeling from the financial crisis, and
the emergency coalition government
was struggling to find its footing as
elections neared. Many people, saddled
with housing loans, found themselves
completely unable to pay for a roof over
their heads and faced homelessness as
a real possibility. It was in this climate
that anarchists decided to not only
occupy Vatnsstígur 4, but to do so openly.

The owner of the property, however,
was none too pleased. He contacted the
police, saying the squatters were trespassing, emphasising that he urgently
needed the property vacated, as he had
great plans for it.
"On Monday, the police came and
said 'You have to leave the house, and
you have this many hours to do it.'
Instead of leaving, we decided to call
for a protest," Snorri recalls. The turnout

for this protest was so great that the
police didn’t show up. "We spent the
whole day barricading the house. We
took everything that was in there and
blocked all the entrances. We removed
the stairs leading to the front door. We
were prepared for the police to come."
And come they did, in the early hours
of Tuesday morning. The fight would
be an intense one. In photos taken at
the scene, occupiers within the house
can be seen holding a large boxspring
against a door as police visibly try to
force their way inside. The anarchists
went into the second floor, barricading
themselves in there, further frustrating
the police. Ultimately, the police would
need an industrial saw attached to the
end of a crane to begin sawing apart
part of the second-floor wall and seize
the occupiers.
Amazingly, no charges were filed
against the anarchists, even though they
could have conceivably been charged
with both trespassing and resisting
arrest. No explanation was ever given
for the decision.

What was the
rush all about?
Despite the great urgency with which the
property owner wanted the occupiers
out of the building, Vatnsstígur 4 would
sit boarded up and vacant from that
point onwards. In City Council minutes
that the Grapevine reviewed, Vatnsstígur 4 seldom comes up in discussion,
and when it does, the Council ultimately
votes to postpone the matter.
That changed last February. A City
Council resolution dated February 24
shows that an agreement had been
reached for the city to buy the house
from the current owners, the Housing
Finance Fund (HFF), and then sell it to
a company called Leiguíbúðir ehf. The
new owners have also agreed to HFF’s
conditions for the sale; namely, that the
house be used for residential housing,
and that part of it must be devoted to
low-income earners.

For his part, Snorri
regrets nothing.
"I think we can be proud of this,” he says.
“I think it affected society in many ways.
It created a discussion about the right to
a roof over one's head as opposed to the
right to own buildings and capitalise on
keeping them empty. I believe we also
challenged the minority government
and reminded them of their stated priority of saving people's homes." Snorri
also cites the positive response the brief
squat at Vatnsstígur 4 received, from
neighbours and visitors alike, and the
improvements they made to the property. "We painted the walls these nice
colours, but the owners went back and
painted it grey. It's like they were trying
to prove our point."
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Schola Cantorum, Hallgrímskirkja’s chamber choir

Viking Choir
Of War
Icelandic choir scores soundtrack
for legendary video game

In a Youtube video released by
PlayStation, lead music producer
Peter Scaturro explains that they
“recorded the Icelandic choir first
because we wanted to have the
authenticity of the pronunciation
of the lyrics”. Afterwards, another
choir in London, specialised in the
low bass notes, was recorded on
top of the “sonic blueprint” created
by Schola Cantorum.

Words: Phil Uwe Widiger Photo: GOLLI

A well-kept secret

Schola Cantorum, the chamber
choir of Reykjavík‘s prominent
Hallgrímskirkja, will be featured
on t h e s o u n d t r a c k b y B e a r
McCreary for Sony‘s upcoming
video game “God Of War”, which
is set for release on April 20th. It is
the newest offspring of the awardwinning action-adventure series
of the same name. As Billboard
reports, the soundtrack features
an orchestra with 50 strings, 17
brass and six low woodwinds, in
addition to the Icelandic 22-singer
choir and another 48-singer choir
from Prague.

Linguistic advantage
It all started a year and a half
ago when L.A.-based film score
composer Veigar Margeirsson
recommended Schola Cantorum
to the “God of War” game-crew.
“The main reason why they asked
us to do this was because the lyrics
are in old Norse, which is very
close to the language of the Icelandic Sagas,” explains choirmaster

Hörður Áskelsson. “Icelanders are
able to pronounce the words and
sounds. One of the members of the
choir, Björn Thorarensen, helped
them to translate the lyrics.”

Roaring basses
After a trial session, the music
producers decided to go with the
Icelandic choir all the way. The
actual recording sessions lasted
one day and required maximum
effort. “We had very little time to
prepare,” Hörður recounts. “We
got the scores very late, almost
the same day that we were recording. We could not really rehearse
much before and Björn was partly
translating during the ongoing recording sessions. Also, the
basses of the choir had to sing
very, very low. It was a completely
new experience. This was the first
recording where the technicians
were sitting live in the studio in
L.A. while we were recording the
music in the studio in Reykjavík,
side-reading the scores”.

A choir practice, or a scene from the video game? YOU DECIDE.

After the recording sessions ended,
the choir was told to keep quiet
and did so for a whole year until
news finally broke in early April.
The God of War series is considered to be one of the best action
games for the PlayStation console
and has sold more than 21 million
copies worldwide. Seven games of
the franchise have already been
released across multiple platforms. Composer Bear McCreary
is renowned for his scores for the
popular TV-series The Walking
Dead and Metalocalypse, amongst
others. “The composer himself
was with us during the recording sessions. He was very pleased
working with Schola Cantorum.
If this game will be a success it
means that we will likely have to
sing more music when the game
needs more material,” Hörður
figures.
It seems that in the close future,
Iceland will not only be well-known
for puffins and smiting England
in the UEFA Euro 2016, but also
for scoring on a celebrated video
game. Keep it coming, Icelanders,
keep it coming.

17 - 1501 — HVÍTA HÚSIÐ / SÍA

E A R LY B I R D
C AT C H E S
After her time in Iceland, Naomi
arrives early at the airport so she
can enjoy her last hours there
before continuing her journey.

MORE TIME
FOR SHOPPING
To remember her time in Iceland,
she brings back home unique
souvenirs that she bought
at the airport.

GIVE YOURSELF
MORE TIME TO SHOP

W W W. K E F A I R P O R T . I S

Arrive early at Keflavík Airport and we will greet you with open arms.
Check in up to 2 ½ hours before your flight so you can have a lovely last
Icelandic experience. We offer unlimited free Wi-Fi, many charging
stations and a range of shops and restaurants so you can embrace the
last drops of Icelandic taste and feel — and of course Tax and Duty Free.
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Election
Campainful
A serious review of election
campaign videos that are a gem of
modern surrealist cinema

Vigdís Hauksdóttir, pointing

Words: Alice Demurtas
Photos: Stills from Facebook videos

With only a month to go before municipal elections and a plethora of problems to solve, political parties scramble
to rescue Reykjavík from the clutches
of the bad guys currently in charge.
They claim that yes, they can make all
our problems disappear. And what’s
the best way to lure someone into
the madness of electoral campaigns?
Videos, of course.
Let’s just make it instantly clear that
Icelandic electoral campaign videos are
not there to share knowledge relevant
to their political parties’ platforms.
That’s simply not what this is all about.
Instead, the more bashing, the better;
the more nonsense, the better; the
more slogans, the better.
These videos are not coherent,
funny segments like the glorious 2016
campaign video made by Gerald Daugherty, where his wife begged voters to
get the man out of her sight. However,
precisely because nothing in them
makes sense in the slightest, they are
a gem of modern surrealist cinema
that candidly capture the absurdity of
Icelandic elections.

Who can trust the Vikings?
In Miðflokkurinn’s video, we half
expected Centre Party’s Vigdís Hauksdóttir to burst into the frame riding a
majestic black horse, but she ended up
going for a much more quaint appearance. As what is presumably Celtic
music plays loudly in the background,
Vigdís stands fiercely against the backdrop of an unidentified shore somewhere in Reykjavík.
“We will build Sundabraut,” she says,
referring to the controversial route that
is supposed to cut the gulf between
downtown Reykjavik and Mosfellsbær in half. “But we can’t always trust
the Vikings to get us across places,”
she adds, as she eagerly steps into a
boat alongside two authentic Vikings,
paddling away to sea.
Even if you understand Icelandic,
the whole video arises a jumble of existential questions within 35 painfully
cringeworthy seconds. Is this real? Is
life real? What have Vikings got to do
with anything? Does Vigdís do Crossfit to be able to work the paddles with
such vigour? Perhaps psychiatrists will
one day be able to answer our dilemmas, but for now, we’ll just be content
with watching Vigdís try to awkwardly
paddle back to shore dragged on a rope
by a mighty Viking.

Outrageous seaty elections
As far as nonsense go, however,
nothing beats the video released by
Framsóknarflokkurinn (The Progressive Party) where one of its candidates
Ingvar Már Jónsson gets mad at a strategically placed bench. For about 30
seconds, Ingvar has been criticising
the fact that a traffic-packed road has
been modified in a way to hinder traffic
instead of reducing it.

But what makes the hair on the back
of his neck suddenly rise with indignation? What outrages him about this
preposterous crossroad where cars
can’t turn left or right unless the lights
are green? A lonely bench that faces the
road. “I have never seen anyone sit on
this bench,” Ingvar exclaims dramatically. “This is just a waste of taxpayers
money!”
You’ve got to hand it to him: it’s not
like people are voluntarily flocking en
masse to Grensársvegur to breathe in as
much CO2 as they can, but what has this
bench done to Ingvar? Was he perhaps
bullied by a mean bench in elementary
school? Or did a bench refuse to be his
date? Put an end to bench-shaming,
man. Leave them benches alone.

Random vikings, vikinging

Too cool for school
As much as we love poking fun at The
Centre and The Progressive Party,
it’s always cool to see them try. What
matters is to participate after all, and
there is something admirable about
their fearlessness and their willingness
to be out there. Not like Vinstri Grænir
(The Left Greens) or Samfylkingin (The
Social Dems) who are just too cool to
make fools of themselves on video.
Or Viðreisn, The Reform Party,
whose online videos were nothing but
hours and hours of filmed powerpoint
lectures. Another Party who has never
heard of making learning fun is The
Pirate Party, who released a series of
short profile interviews where their
candidates go over their platforms
with astonishing sobriety and coherent
sentences. Boring. Who has ever heard
of such a thing?

Eyþór Arnalds, ignoring the sidewalk

MP Banana Peel, in a trash can

Drama queens
The cherry on top, however, has got
to be the series of videos released by
Independence Party candidate Eyþór
Arnalds. Clad in pristine coats and
with his salt and pepper hair carefully
slicked back, Eyþór walks around Reykjavík pointing out how dirty its roads
are. Dramatic shots of snow-soaked
streets and banana peels peeking out
of rubbish bins with suspicious precision are carefully edited to induce fear
and disgust.
“Choose change,” Eyþór concludes.
“Let’s clean up Reykjavík!” Mate, there
are many things wrong with this city,
but cleanliness isn’t one of them. To
make matters worse, for the entirety of
the series nobody has any idea of what
change really means to Eyþór. Perhaps
a change of clothes, as he kindly demonstrates in his videos? We can only hope
Eyþór did not have a shivering intern
following him around in the snow with
a suitcase full of alternative ties to go
with every scenery. But hey, with that
enviable tie selection to go through,
who could blame him

Ingvar Már Jónsson: more pointing

Good use of taxpayer money: bench time
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Birgitta Jónsdóttir, one of few Icelanders with international name recognition,
has extended the reach of her talents into just about everything. Now that she’s
officially quit establishment politics, what lies ahead for her?
Words: Paul Fontaine Photos: Timothée Lambrecq
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Birgitta’s
Milestones
A brief overview of
everything Birgitta
Jónsdóttir has
been involved with
is nearly impossible, but we’ve
compiled some
highlights here:

1989:
Publishes her first
book of poetry

1996:
Organises Iceland’s first live
broadcast on the
Internet; wins
best personal web
page of the year
1996.

Early 2000s:
Becomes more
prominent in
activism: Iraq war,
Free Tibet and Saving Iceland.

2002:
Publishes the
World Healing
Book & the Book
of Hope global
anthologies.

2009:
Forms the Civic
Movement in the
wake of the 2008
financial crash,
gets elected to
Parliament for the
first time.

2010:
Begins working
with Wikileaks.

2011:
Kicks off the
Icelandic Modern
Media Initiative

2012:
Forms the Pirate
Party, gets reelected the
following year,
joins Chris Hedges
and Chomsky in
a lawsuit against
NDAA/Obama and
wins first round.

2013:
Portrayed in The
Fifth Estate, a film
about Wikileaks.

2016:
Selected as one of
the most influential politicians in
the world by Der
Spiegel magazine.

Birgitta Jónsdóttir is an Icelander
with international name recognition.
Perhaps best known to the rest of the
world for creating the Pirate Party
in Iceland, her history with Icelanders actually stretches back decades
before that. She has used her talent
and boundless energy to create projects ranging from poetry, activism,
media
reform
and politics. Her
uncompromising
approach
to
everything
she does draws
supporters
and
detractors
of
equal
passion. Earlier
this month, she
announced
she
was leaving the
Pirate Party.
This
should
have
surprised
no one. Not only
because Birgitta
announced
her
intention not to
run again when
her term was
finished - albeit
the term in question
finished
earlier, with the
collapse of the government - but also
because that’s Birgitta’s way: as she put
it herself: “I am a start-up person. I get
crazy ideas, I get totally preoccupied
with it, and I get it done. And then I just
move."

Learning
the ropes

Birgitta emphasises that she never
meant to get involved with establishment politics. Rather, she felt obliged
to run in order to help the Civic Movement, a party she helped create from
prominent people in the 2008-2009
protests, due to
a large gender
imbalance.
“I
accidentally got into
parliament,” she
explains. “I had
no
intention
when I was creating the party to
run. That was
not my objective. We couldn't
find women to
run, apart from
Margrét
[Tryggvadóttir].
We
had very little
time, and were
created
shortly
before the elections, so I felt I
cannot be creating a force for
a new Iceland
with one woman
against five men. It just really felt Old
Iceland. A few weeks before elections,
I ran as the leader in my constituency,
and we were so busy. We had no money.
We had people living in the streets
collecting signatures for us. It was a
difficult but amazing time. In the end,
we got 7.2% of the vote, and suddenly
we were in parliament. A bunch of
protesters!”
Birgitta was not entirely a stranger
to parliamentary politics at the time—
she had briefly worked as a webmaster
for the Left-Greens—but admittedly
did not know much about the inner
workings of Parliament. She quickly
learned that, like high school, being
new to Parliament means the cool kids
don’t talk to you by default; you have to
gain their friendship somehow.
“So I'm in parliament, for the tiniest
party, and we didn't know anything,”
she says. “Nothing. And the other
parties certainly used that against
us. They were certainly not telling us
things, which was really disgusting.
The people within that structure were
not at ease with us. They felt that we
didn't belong there. You can see that in
how [Minister of Finance and Independence Party chair]
Bjarni Benediktsson
has talked about my
political movements
as like ‘unwelcome
houseguests’".
The Civic Movement, which later
changed its name
to
The
Movement, would end
up retreating from
Parliament
once
Birgitta had moved
on. In 2012, she
helped form the
Pirate Party, and
again won a seat. As
before, the Pirates
were the new kids,
largely
shunned
by the more established parliamentarians. A big part of this, admittedly,
is their refusal to align with either
left or right, terms the party feels are
outdated. This has drawn criticism
that the party cannot be trusted.
“Which is completely bollocks,”
Birgitta tells us. “It's a cop-out. We
shouldn't be putting these things in
the category of left or right. When you
put environmentalism into "that's just

“DREAM
BIG - JUST
DON’T DREAM
ONLY ABOUT
MATERIAL
THINGS. THEY
CAN ALL GO
IN A FIRE
TOMORROW.
IT’S THE
RELATIONSHIPS
YOU CREATE
THAT ARE
IMPORTANT
IN LIFE.”

The Pirates
went “from a
movement to a
political party”
But this wasn’t the only reason she left
the Pirates.
“I felt I was just sort of the Cassandra there, and people weren't ready to
listen to what I had to say, and that's
fine,” she tells us. “You don't push
your ideas when they're not welcome.
I felt in a sense that I didn't really fit
in there, either. I don't know if I fit in
anywhere, to be honest. But I felt that
my course as trying to do the things
I originally intended to do, in parliament, had run its course. That journey
was over. Primarily because there were
very many signs that we would not be
getting the new constitution, ever.”
Her decision to leave had more to
do with just her place within the party,
though; the party itself, she feels, has
changed.
“One of the reasons why I left the
Pirate Party is it was increasingly feeling like a political party, and increasingly less a movement,” Birgitta says.
“It's nobody's fault, really, it just sort of
happened. I tried to warn about it, and
take certain steps, but it didn't work.
Maybe some day people will say ‘you
were right’. Some people are saying
it now. A lot of the people who established the party have left. And there's
not really been a lot of discussion about
it because there's just been so much
drama behind the curtain. There was
a deliberate decision to hide all drama
because that's not part of the political
culture. So a lot of people think there's
been no drama, but that's not the case.
There's been massive drama, and a lot
of people that were the glue are gone.
We have new people now, and maybe
they'll do tremendous things, but my
criticism is this is not a movement;
this is a party. I didn't want to create a
party.“

the lefties that need to think about
that" that's very bad. This is something
that impacts all of us. I think the only
workable difference left and right is
if you want to privatise everything or
not, or if you want to tweak taxes. Very
old-fashioned stuff. We were trying
to bring in new ways of dealing with
stuff.”
Underlining this point is the fact
that “we have the most left wing party
with the conservatives in government.
And they gave the conservatives the
Finance Ministry. That tells you everything. How can you possibly trust a left
wing party that paves the way for some
of the most corrupt people in Iceland
to be in power?”
Nonetheless, Birgitta saw an opportunity to change things for the better.
“To be honest, I knew very little
about how things worked when I got
in, and I've learned so much since
then, which I intend to share,” she says.
“You'll remember before the crash
that you had people educating themselves on fractional banking and these
abstract concepts they'd never heard
of before. At this time, social media
was exploding. So in many ways, Facebook, before it put its tentacle in all of
us, was a brilliant platform for a lot of
countries to organise quickly and get to
know a lot of stuff. Iceland got attention from around the world for having
the most open and civically-involved
constitution process. So I believed that
if you could do that, then you would
have changed the rules of the game
permanently. That's why the citizen
engagement parts of the new constitution were so important, and many
of us were lobbying for a constitution
written by and for the people, and we
specifically talked about the possibility
for calling for referendums, transparency and so forth.”
It was during this time in Parliament,
in both the Civic Movement and the
Pirates, that Birgitta began to come to
the conclusion that the system is hopelessly rigged. This would necessitate
new approaches.

The brighter
moments
This is not to say Birgitta views her
time in Parliament as a waste of time.
On the contrary, there are a number of
moments she recounts positively. The
common thread in all these is that she
had used her access to parliamentarians to introduce
them to more radical people and the
ideas they had to
share.
“I guess the
biggest pivotal turning point for me, in
politics and as an
individual,
apart
from having children, of course, was
when I was asked to
speak on December
1, 2009, at an event
for the Digital Freedom Society,” she
says. “At this event
were two relatively
unknown guys from
an organisation that
most people didn't
know about but
Icelanders did: Wikileaks. They were
pushing an idea that co-founder of EFF
and Grateful Dead lyricist John Perry
Barlow had talked about a year earlier,
which was to make Iceland "a Switzerland of bits", a digital safe haven.
That one way for Iceland to rise out
of our reputation that the "outvasion
Vikings" had given us—this unbridled
capitalism, this casino cocaine party

“HOW CAN
YOU POSSIBLY
TRUST A LEFT
WING PARTY
THAT PAVES
THE WAY
FOR SOME OF
THE MOST
CORRUPT
PEOPLE IN
ICELAND
TO BE IN
POWER?”

that was going on—was for Iceland to
give something back. The idea was to
collect all the best laws in the world in
order to create transparency. I was the
only parliamentarian speaking there
because I was the only geek in parliament at the time. After it, I basically
said to Julian Assange, ‘let's do this,
I'd like to work on this with you guys’.
What they had at that time was more
knowledge on how to protect data from
being removed by powerful people,
and we started sourcing laws on transparency and privacy protection, and
started taking a holistic approach to a
field in law.”
This led to her creating the Icelandic Modern Media Initiative or IMMI.
Knowing that, as a parliamentarian for
the opposition, she had little chance
of getting laws passed, she focused
instead on parliamentary proposals—a sort of statement of intent for
government action without outlining
precisely how to put the intent into
action—that got Parliament on board
with such concepts as protections for
whistleblowers, freedom of information, and removal of data retention,
amongst other fundamental democratic principles.
This proposal saw the likes of Julian
Assange and noted tech activist Daniel
Domscheit-Berg speaking directly with
members of Iceland’s Parliament, at
Birgitta’s behest. They also put IMMI
on blast around the world (“If there's
one thing Julian Assange is good at,
more than anything, it's to create
hype,” Birgitta notes). Ultimately, the
campaign was a success.
“I managed to get this unanimously
passed in parliament, which was a
miracle,” she says. “You don't often get
things passed in the opposition unless
it's something that one of the ministries are already working on.”
Nonetheless, problems in Parliament remained. Birgitta would soon
begin exploring other options.
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The broken car
People who have radical ideas but use
reformist methods often find themselves frustrated. Many who have left
Parliament have the sense that the
deck is stacked against real change for
the better. Birgitta likens Parliament
to a broken car.
“A lot of people say that fundamental political change is like a marathon,”
she says. “It's not. It might be a marathon if you want to establish yourself
like another party, and then you go into
the system that is already corrupt, and
it doesn't matter what you do to try
and fix it. You can't. Imagine you are
in a car, and the system is like this car.
The car is broken, and the engine won't
start. It doesn't matter who you put
behind the wheel: a Formula 1 driver, a
kid, someone really honest and decent,
a corrupt person—the car still won't
start. It's not just expensive for the
state; it's expensive for society, because
we have less and less trust in the democratic institutions.”
The biggest disappointment, for
people who want to see systemic
change in Iceland, has been the quiet
death of the new Constitution. Birgitta
is convinced that no one in Parliament,
neither on the right nor the left, really
wanted to see substantial change to the
system—or, to continue with the car
analogy, parliamentarians were more
interested in changing the driver than
getting a new vehicle. There is more
to it than that, though, as Birgitta
explains.
“People get very preoccupied with
their day to day lives,” she said. “They'll
be voting on taxes and stuff like that,
and have much they're hoping to get.
They've forgotten about the financial
crisis; that shock was forgotten for the
majority of Icelanders. So they won't be
voting for parties promising constitutional change. They don't really care.
They just want to make sure they
have enough to run their corporation
family.”

This lesson would prove an important one. The creaking, plodding
machine of Parliamentary politics is,
she believes, what has begun attracting
people to authoritarianism.
“And we're seeing this everywhere,”
she explains. “People are now, more
and more, as we saw in the most recent
elections in Hungary, leaning towards
the strong leader who's going to fix
everything. The promises that speak
both to their fears and their desires.
Even if they know that they're not
going to deliver, it's just a good feeling
to know you have a Daddy that's going
to take care of you.”

The machine
can’t be
fixed; it can
be replaced
But what if there were other ways of
managing society; systems that do not
offer a choice between simply parliamentary politics or totalitarian strongmen? Those other methods are what
intrigue Birgitta the
most.
“That's why I was
so preoccupied with
this Committee for
the Future in Parliament,” Birgitta says,
referring to an idea
already being used
in Finland that has
yet to take root in
Iceland. “There's no
majority in it, it's
one person from
each party, and we
are acquiring information about various issues that we need to prepare
for, for the future. And we started to
develop this future vision. Because
whenever you ask people about how
things are going to be in the future,
people have no answers. And we are

very much frozen in this deep-rooted
fear that we're in the end times. Which
means that we lose the ability to be
active and mobile because we feel
'what's the point?' Every day is the
possibility for the apocalypse. Today,
we have all this information, and the
best thing we can do is think 'How can
we move to fucking Mars?' I mean,
come on. We have paradise. We have
this little blue dot and it's amazing."
Birgitta also has direct democracy
very much on her mind, although her
attention has shifted to the more localised level. Sites like Better Iceland and
Better Reykjavík, where people can
submit their own proposals, discuss
them and upvote them in the hopes
that they will be taken up in Parliament
or City Hall respectively, are models
she respects.
Birgitta is convinced that change
is actually very quick to happen in
Iceland, but people are also very quick
to lose the thread, which is another
reason why she believes strongly in a
Future Committee.
“That's why I always come back to
this: if you want real, fundamental
changes, they have
to happen quickly,”
Birgitta tells us.
“You can change
people's
opinions
in
Iceland
like
this. It's so easy.
Suddenly,
everyone in Iceland has a
Costco card. Nobody
had even heard of
Costco before it was
announced
they
were coming to
Iceland. Same with
the #MeToo movement, it happened
very quickly. But if you're not careful
with these tipping point moments,
then they will start to have a negative
impact. We should rather pay attention
to how quickly we lose focus in this
country. Because we have real trouble

“I GET CRAZY
IDEAS, I GET
TOTALLY
PREOCCUPIED
WITH IT, AND
I GET IT DONE.
AND THEN I
JUST MOVE
ON.”

finding our long-term vision.”
These days, Birgitta is living the way
she always has: as a creator, and one
with a long-term vision, but one who
is no stranger to spontaneity, as her
guest appearance at an Easter performance of Icelandic apocalo-goth electronic duo Hatari attests. That gig was
booked with almost no notice, but it
came to her as a breath of fresh air.
"Only in Iceland would this happen,”
she says. “You go into this synchronicity. It was like a massive dose of D-vitamin after no sun for a year. I felt totally
invigorated."
Moving forward, Birgitta sees many
possibilities. She is working on forming Democracy Without Borders, a
group that will cull real-life models
for direct democracy around the
world, but is also interested in writing, podcasts, speaking as a keynote
and more. Birgitta is hoping to inspire
others to take similar paths, away from
the status quo and into a newly imagined future.
“If I can do it, with all my limitations, then anyone can,” she says.
“Dream big - just don't dream only
about material things. They can all go
in a fire tomorrow. It's the relationships you create that are important in
life. Connect with your community."
While what may exactly be around
the corner for Birgitta may not be
set in stone, she knows that she will
remain true to herself.
“There's so many things I would
love to do,” Birgitta tells us. “I've always
been more comfortable being my own
boss, even if it means living below the
poverty line, than having to do stuff
that I disagree with. I have to flow in
it. I have to feel that there's wind in the
sails. I was hoping I could just be hired
and work for somebody else, but I think
I have to recognize that I am a start-up
person. I get crazy ideas, I get totally
preoccupied with it, and I get it done.
And then I just move on."
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with the same.”
Half of the album was recorded in this
garage by Svavar Pétur himself. The
rest was recorded in Berlin with his
producer Axel Flex Árnason.

Performing songs for the
first time
At the release-concert at Iðnó on April
27th we can expect the whole album
to be played, along with older songs
and—most likely—paper crowns. Árni
Rúnar Hlöðversson from the wild electro-pop band FM Belfast will be joining
Prins Póló on stage. “Most of the songs
I haven't performed live before so it's
a blend of stress and anticipation for
me,” the self-crowned prince explains.
“I think the songs are powerful and fun
to play live, so I am looking forward to
that.”

The Great Hairscape
Invasion II: 			
Hrafnhildur Arnardóttir / Shoplifter
21 April - 12 August - Ásmundarsafn
Former Grapevine cover star
Hrafnhildur Arnardóttir is better
known as Shoplifter, an extravagant
visual artist who creates colourful,
joyful large-scale works, often
made from synthetic hair. Her
“invasion” of Ásmundursafn will put
works from throughout her storied
career into dialogue with the work
of Ásmundur Sveinsson (1893–1982),
creating interesting frictions and
contrasts in the pristine gallery
space. JR

CULTURE NEWS
Svavar Pétur A.K.A. Prins Póló, yesterday

Releseconcert
Iðnó on April 27th

Words:
Phil Uwe
Widiger
Photo:
Art Bicnick

Nilbog / / Goblin
Prump í paradís: Troll 2

Slut Sham... Oops

Svavar Pétur Eysteinsson is a very busy
man. Not only is he a farmer, producing
the popular bulsur (vegan sausages)
and sveitasnakk (vegetable chips), he
is also releasing his third album called
“þriðja kryddið” under the name of his
alter-ego Prins Póló on 27th April. The
release-concert will take place at Iðnó
the same day, before the prince will
embark on a 21-day solo-tour.

“Þriðja kryddið” translates to monosodium glutamate, generally known as
MSG. It is used as a flavour enhancer
in the food industry and according to
Prins Póló, it is also a lifestyle, and a

characteristic of our society and human
behaviour in general. “MSG is the recipe
for a comfortable life”, he writes on his
Karolina Fund page where the album
was crowd-funded. “We don’t want a
complicated life. We desire to live life
without much effort”.

The same but different
The eleven songs on the album will be
more melancholic than we are used to
from Prins Póló. “It will be similar in a
way but a little darker”, he says. “Darker
lyrics, darker music, darker everything,
I think. I have also taken up the sound
as well as the production by one or two
levels. But in many ways I am working

ELECTRIC
DREAMS
Electric Dreams
explores the
realm of Icelandic
electronic
music—
something for
your mind, body
and soul.

Alexander Jean
de Fontenay is an
Icelandic music
enthusiast, DJ and
student of culture

Smut Slam Reykjavík: Call Of The Wild

Info:

26 Apr. - 20:00 - Gaukurinn - 1.500 ISK

Go to juno.co.uk to
preorder Yagya’s
EP ‘Fifth Force—
out April 30th—or
the forthcoming
reissue of his
coveted 2009 LP
‘Rigning’—out on
May 7th.

Remember that totally crazy onenight stand with the mankini, the
tabasco sauce and the cat-toy?
Finally you have an opportunity to
tell everybody about it. At this Smut
Slam the lusty crowd is eager to
hear all your coitus-related stories
that happened in a natural setting.
Make sure to sign up, and if you are
one of the lucky ones, you will have
five minutes to tell your story. We
all know it only lasted two minutes
anyway? PW

Prins Póló on his new record and solo-tour

A life full of flavour

3 May - 20:00 - Bíó Paradís - 1.600 ISK
Next up in Iceland’s favourite
cartoonist Hugleikur Dagsson’s
ambitious monthly series, showing
“the worst films ever made”, is
“Troll 2” from the year 1990. Spoiler:
There is not a single troll in the
entire film. No, not even internet
trolls. But one thing is guaranteed—
you are definitely going to suffer
from eye cancer afterwards. After
the screening, the film will be
discussed by Dagsson, along with
the fellow comedians Snjólaug
Lúðvíks and Dóri DNA. PW

Monosodium
Glutamate FTW

Words:
Alexander Jean
de Fontenay
Photo:
Guðmundur Andri
Hjálmarsson

Melodic Armchair
Techno

Electronic music pioneer Yagya on Sónar, new
releases and a change of pace
Yagya—real name Aðalsteinn Guðmundsson—is known for the melodic ambient soundscapes he’s been
pumping out for more than 15 years.
He performed at Sónar Reykjavík
last month and has a few forthcoming releases, so we asked him for an
update.

“The sound system in Harpa’s car
parks was great and I had a fantastic
time playing my music there,” says
Aðalsteinn. “The people seemed to
enjoy it, which is always a plus.”
Dutch label Delsin Records, which
released his most recent LPs, will reissue his 2009 LP ‘Rigning’ on May

The prince and his guitar
On the following solo-tour, Prins Póló
will serenade the audience of 12 different places. “The release-show at Iðnó
will feature disco and dance versions
of the songs but then I will go on an
acoustic tour just by myself”, he says.
“I am also looking very much forward
to this kind of tour because you have
the opportunity to establish a tighter
relationship with the crowd.”

Chocolate bars
= inspiration
Svavar Pétur found the name for his
solo-project through the Polish chocolate bar that Icelanders love so much.
“I was just taking a break from writing some music and I didn't have the
name for that folder on my computer,”
he remembers. “I went out to the candy
store, I bought myself a Prince Polo and
I named the folder after the chocolate
bar. I was on my way to make music that
was kind of tee-hee in a way, so I think
Prins Póló is a proper name for tee-hee
music.” Nothing to argue with that.
5th, with two added tracks. “‘Rigning’ is probably my most successful
album, and fans have pointed out
that it’s no longer available,” says
Aðalsteinn said. Seeing that the recordings used for the original vinyl
pressing were lost, Aðalsteinn used
the opportunity to mix the album
again and have it remastered. “It
sounds a bit better this time around,
without deviating too much from
the original,” he assures me.
Aðalsteinn was also a member
of the lauded Icelandic label Thule
Records before the millennium. The
X/OZ label, run by his old label mate
Exos, will release an EP called ‘Fifth
Force’ on April 30th.
The songs are faster and more
energetic than Yagya’s previous efforts. “It’s my first EP released as Yagya, which makes it special,” Aðalsteinn explains. “When I turned 40,
I decided to celebrate by creating a
140 bpm techno set and perform it
live. Three of these tracks ended up
on ‘Fifth Force’.”
Yagya will perform at X/OZ’s label night on Wednesday, April 18th
at Húrra alongside Exos, Matrixxman and Waage. “It’ll be an amazing
event,” says Aðalsteinn. “I’m going
to play techno tracks that I’ve been
working on for a long time. I’m also
looking forward to finishing my
techno LP so I can return to my old
tempo and continue working on new
music.” So the reign of Iceland’s king
of melodic armchair techno looks
set to continue.

Culture
duces. From her dance-performanceturned-party-band Milkywhale to her
recent pop opera Vakúm, Melkorka, in
one word, innovates.
In person, she’s just as captivating.
Animated and often silly, her thoughts
are non-linear, meandering through
ideas until eventually circling back in
an “aha!” moment, where you realise
that everything she said was related.
It’s a trait that makes her seem more
like a scholarly intellectual than an
artist—but really, she’s both.

Calm changement
“I started studying dance when I was
around six years old,” says Melkorka,
as we sit in Kaffibrennslan. It’s sunny
outside so we have the place to ourselves. “I think it was a way to deal with
my hyperactivity. I definitely would
have been diagnosed today with something if that diagnosis was around
then,” she laughs. “But it shaped me,
and sold me on ballet.”
It’s interesting that ballet education—which is notoriously rigorous,
strict, and physically challenging—
was what calmed her down. Perhaps
it was the concentrated accomplishment of the discipline; the unrelenting focus on perfecting
m i nut e movement s .
Dedicating your time
and body to that creates
a thirst for detail, which
can easily be seen in
her artwork nowadays.
“Ballet is about discipline,” she tells me. “It
is an art form that you
start the earliest and
end the earliest. You
have such a short life in
dance and you get the
most criticism and the
lowest salaries, so you
have to be super passionate about it.” She
pauses. “It’s a complex
subject that I could talk
endlessly about.”

Photos:
Juliette Rowland

Melkorka,
The Maker
From choreographed concerts
to a musical about genesis

Ever-changing and always surprising: these words could be the tagline
of dancer, singer, choreographer and
creator Melkorka Sigríður Magnúsdót-

Casio & Chinese dances
Melkorka found stability with a group
of her Amsterdam classmates when
they formed John The Houseband in
2008. The project is pretty meta, aiming to blur the line between a band and
an art installation. While the group
does go on stage and play concerts,
they hope to mix the idea of musical performance with performance
in general. All of the members are
trained performers rather than musicians, so the project questions what
being a musician means. Of course, all
of this is overshadowed
by the fact that were you
not familiar with their
artistic aims, you’d just
think they were a great
band.
“On our first gig, no
one really knew how to
play music that well,”
Mel korka ex plai n s.
“We had this little Casio piano that when
you pressed it went…”
she pauses then sings
a cheesy keyboard tune
b efore laug h i n g. “It
got a great reaction,
and it was so different
from the contemporary
dance world where everyone just sits there in
the audience super silent and focused like...” she puts her
hand under her chin, and furrows her
brow. “We’re all musicians that have
never been trained in music. But we
are also just a crazy group of people
who do craz y projects together.”
Most recently, the group joined up
with the NorrlandsOperan Symphony
Orchestra for a production of Tchaikovsky’s ‘The Nutcracker’. Instead of
following Tchaikovsky’s take on the
tale, they decided to create their own
story and perform cover songs from
the ballet. “So we would do a cover of
‘Chinese Dance’ and then the symphony orchestra would play the original version,” she says. “For me, it was
a once in a lifetime opportunity and I
was very nervous, I’m not going to lie.”

“I find it so
interesting
that there’s
this idea that
once upon
a time there
was one person who made
sound and
that was the
first sound in
the world.”

Melkorka Sigríður Magnúsdóttir

Words:
Hannah Jane
Cohen

Hav ing now learned about the
fringe and alternative sides of dance,
she enrolled in a more orthodox ballet program in Brussels, later joining
a dance company there. “It was a very
hardcore school,” she says in a more
sombre tone. “It had been a longtime
dream of mine to go there and be in that
company, but I was very unhappy.” She
gives a small smile. “It wasn’t for me.”
Melkorka then took up the life of
a freelance choreographer, which often meant spending up to 8 months of
the year travelling. “It’s a strange life,”
she says. “You never really know where
home is.”

tir. The artist defies every label and
genre you could pin her down in, pushing outside the box of traditional art
forms with every new project she pro-

Inside/outside the box
After graduating, her studies took a
non-traditional turn for a ballerina,
taking her at age seventeen to an experimental choreography study program in Amsterdam.
“Everyone was so different there
and it was just an explosion,” says Melkorka. “Ballet is a high art but sometimes you can see the best dance in
someone’s apartment at a party. I had
never experienced that before.”
While it was technically a choreography study, Melkorka explains it was
more akin to performance in a wider
sense. “You learn how to be a maker
there,” she says. “For me, it was perfect. I had always been in the box, and
this was completely outside the box, so
it made me look at things differently.”
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The dancer in the rare Reykjavík sun

Life imitates art
With her experience in John The
Houseband, it’s clear that Melkorka’s next musical collaboration
didn’t come out of a vacuum. The
project is called Milkywhale, and
it premiered as a dance piece, or
rather a choreographed concert, at
the 2015 Reykjavík Dance Festival.
Melkorka wrote the music with
Árni Rúnar Hlöðverssson of FM
Belfast.
Like Spinal Tap or Dethklok,
Milky whale tentatively walked
the line between mediums, forcing the audience to constantly ask:
Is this a real band or not? While
they started as a dance piece about
band performance, the group
quickly started performing at musical festivals, and later released
an album. To an outside observer,
they’d be considered a real band.
Life imitates art.

Genesis
Her next project, “Vakúm”, was
even more ambitious. A pop opera,
the recently debuted performance
has taken Iceland by storm, creating perhaps the first buzz surrounding a musical in Iceland in
modern memory. Everyone from
classical musicians to hip-hop
heads attended the premiere. The
cast was equally diverse, featur-

ing everyone from a recent dance
graduate to a popular R’n’B singer.
“In the story, we start out in
this void, this unknown place that
is full of emptiness,” Melkorka
explains. “So we have to create a
new world and all we have are each
other and these aluminium isolation blankets on stage, hundreds
of them. It’s a story of creation.”
She pauses. “I find it so interesting that there’s this idea that
once upon a time there was one
person who made sound, and that
was the first sound in the world,”
she says. “There was the first time
someone saw sunlight, or had
a conversation, or even had sex.
We’re exploring that. We are discovering laughter and movement
and war on stage.”

Melkorka’s ‘Shark Tank’
It’s here, talking about discovery and ideas, that Melkorka gets
passionate. “You know, the lightbulb was invented in three places around the world at the same
time,” she says. “It’s so interesting
that ideas can spout up in many
places at once.”
Her passion is understandable
once you know she just finished
a Masters degree in innovation
and entrepreneurship. we sidetrack into discussing innovative
ideas throughout history—how

the Mayans discovered the wheel,
but only used it for children’s toys;
how gunpowder existed in China
for hundreds of years, only being
used for fireworks.
“It’s funny,” she says, “in dance
and art, an idea is so valuable, but
in innovation, it is a very small
part of the process. Having an
idea is one thing but getting it out
there and working in a company is
90% of the work.” She talks about
how popular, mass-produced inventions must have seemed crazy
when they were thought up. “A few
years ago, it would be unimaginable that the biggest car rental
corporation in the world would
own no cars, or the biggest house
rental page in the world would
own no houses. Completely new
work is rare, but it does happen.”
Melkorka has now turned her
focus towards the concept of creation. “For me, what’s most valuable is our ideas,” she finishes. “In
a world where AI is taking over
jobs and such, ideas are the biggest
function we have in art, and in innovation.” She keeps mum on her
plans for the future, but says her
next work will continue mixing
and innovating concepts. “I am
a bit of an unwritten paper, but I
have the next ideas... and they’ll be
very different.” We’ll stay tuned.
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(‘draugasögur’), most of which are
available online, with an impromptu story hour. Start with ‘The Deacon Of Dark River’ then journey into
deep cuts like ‘The Midwife Of The
Elves’. Finish your afternoon with
some dark photographic documentation in front of the Mausoleum,
which is sometimes left open.

SELECTION FROM
BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2018

Best Goddamned Bar

Make sure to dye your roots Black #1 before venturing out...

CITY GUIDE

Reykjavík’s
Alternative Facts: A
Goth Day In The City
Dress to depress.

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen
Travelling as a goth is always a
struggle. Your metal chains get
caught in airport security, hotels serve up f loral duvet covers, and minibars lack absinthe.
What’s a ghoul to do? Never fear
though, fellow saturnine sightseers. Here’s a day in Reykjavík that
Brandon Lee would be proud of.

Photos: Verði ljós

brews in the city, so grab a double
espresso and cuddle up to your
worn-in paperback Anne Rice.
Pro-tip: Avoid the window seats
if you want to keep your porcelain
complexion.

films, and even bizarro objects like
a bootleg Japanese Nightwish CD.
Be careful though, you don’t want
to chip your black nail varnish.

Kárastígur 1 & Brautarholt 2

The interior of Reykjavík Roasters
does not scream goth. In fact,
it’s quite the opposite, with a
cosy intellectual vibe that’s more
Sigur Rós than Sisters Of Mercy.
That said, they’ve got the darkest

Before you enter the dark abyss
of Reykjavík nightlife, pick up
some abysmally dark clothing at
Rok k & Rómantik. They’re the
only place to find vinyl corsets,
platform boots, Killstar t-shirts,
and mesh dresses in the cit y.

Vatnsmýrarvegi 10

Nex t t o bu r n i ng dow n Ha l lgrímsk irk ja, there is noth ing
more metal in Iceland than eating a sheep’s head. While you can
grab one yourself at any grocery
store, pay homage to your mallgoth roots and eat one at the bus
station. Pick up some bitter liquorice for dessert, then get bitter.

Laugavegur 64

Just a short slither away is Geisladiskabúð Valda, a tucked away
treasure chest filled to the brim
with goodies. While it sells everything from Spiderman comics to
Super Mario for Nintendo 64, their
selection of goth, rock, and metal
music is unequivocally the best in
the country. Dig around for releases
from Icelandic black metal cassette
label Vánagandr, sleazy horror

Laugavegur 62

Lunch: Sheep’s Head At
BSÍ

Shopping: Records At
Geisladiskabúð Valda
Breakfast: Black Coffee
At Reykjavík Roasters

Shopping: Rokk &
Rómantík

Activity: Ghost Stories
& Photoshoot At
Hólavallagarður
Suðurgata

If your VampireFreaks profile needs
some fresh blood, time warp your
way to the Hólavallagarður cemetery in Vesturbær. There, enter into
the canon of Icelandic ghost stories

An absolute
must-try!

Mikkeller & Friends

Hverfisgata 12
Located upstairs from one of
the best damn pizza places in
town is this super cool bar dedicated to one of Denmark’s finest breweries. Their astounding and extensive beer list is
exceeded only by the staff’s expertise and congeniality. “It’s a
great place to start a night with
a couple of really good quality beers,” said one panellist.
“There’s always something new
to try,” said another referring
to the bar’s regular guest brewery takeovers. Antique Reykjavík décor and the wafting smell
of pizza are just added bonuses.
An absolute must-try for any
discerning beer aficionado.
Runners-up:

Night: Cocktails & A
Concert At Gaukurinn
Tryggvagata 22

Gaukurinn is the dedicated althaunt for Reykjavík’s resident weirdo population. Not only does it play
(g)host to most metal/goth/rock
shows in the city, but it also has regular screenings of Buffy, bimonthly
drag extravaganzas and occasional
BDSM nights. Along with a grungy
vibe, their cocktail menu is also
aesthetically fitting. Start with the
Goth Moss, a matte black play on
a Cosmopolitan that’s straight out
of Studio 54 Transylvania. Next,
grab a Black Metal Brew— a potent
mix of Brennivín, Fernet and dark
stout. Then loiter in the smoking
area and suck on a Djarum Black.
Cong rat u lation s, you’ve completely lived up to the stereotype.

MicroBar

Vesturgata 2
Down in a large dim cellar in
the bottom of downtown, you
find this beer barrel heaven
with an ever-changing and diverse menu of tasty brews. It
has a great open indoor-garden
feeling, still intimate enough
to have a great date or to just
sample until you’re sloshed.

Skúli Craft Bar

Aðalstræti 9
This one’s also pretty much a
no-brainer, given that it’s the
kind of place that everyone can
(and will) go to. There’s plenty
of space to chill, plenty of space
to dance, a great concert programme, and it’s totally mad
on weekend nights. It’s still
young, but it’s definitely a cool
kid.

“ The
Icelandic
ramen ”

Saegreifinn restaurant (Sea Baron) is like none other
in Iceland; a world famous lobster soup and a diverse
fish selection.
Open 11:30 - 22:00

saegreifinn.is
Geirsgata 8 • 101 Reykjavík • Tel. 553 1500 • seabaron8@gmail.com

Tryggvagata 16

ramen
momo

Get Product:

Mar 16th - Apr 06th

In Your

Pocket
Reykjavík Map

Places We Like

shop.grapevine.is
Best Of Reykjavík

Perfect Day
A face of the downtown scene tells us how to spend a perfect day in Reykjavík
Photo: Timothée Lambrecq
Words: Unsteinn Manuel

Unnsteinn Manuel
Unnsteinn Manuel Stefánsson is a
musician and TV personality who
rose to fame as the frontman of
Retro Stefson. He was also a judge
on the Icelandic version of ‘The
Voice.’ Here’s how he’d spend his
perfect day in Reykjavík.
First thing
First thing I do when I wake up is I go
to Sundhöllin. Sundhöllin is my temple.
I have been going there since I moved
to Iceland in 1995 when I was five
years old. It reopened after renovations a few months back, and now
there’s an outdoor pool. My mental
health starts to blossom in the early
morning sunlight so it is a perfect
spot to start the day.
In the morning
I try to be at my studio, 101derland,

gpv.is/perf

For more perfect days

every morning before lunch. After
lunch is when the younger guys get
in, so I try to get all my work done
before lunch. On a perfect day, I
write a song from A to B in these
hours.

beat, Birnir with the lyrics, Auður doing
hooks and myself trying to weave all
this talent together without being in
the way.

For lunch

Me and my girlfriend would go to
Vitabar, our local pub on Vitastígur,
for dinner and a game of chess. That’s
how a perfect evening sounds to me.
Afterwards, we go back to the temple,
Sundhöllin (yes: on a perfect day I go
there twice). This time around is when
I meet some friends and people from
the community and get the lay of the
land.

For lunch, I usually go with the guys
from my studio to Hlemmur or our
local Thai spot Mai Thai. What we eat
depends on the mood of the day.
Normally there are sandwiches, soups
or Mexican at Hlemmur. But if there’s
a reason to celebrate we go to Skál
where our friends Gísli and Fanney
worship the God of Culinary Arts with
their highly original cooking.
In the afternoon
In the afternoon I’d go home for more
songwriting on my own. I like working at home with headphones in the
kitchen. But on a perfect day, I’d get
in the groove with a group hit-making
session in my studio. It’s very fun to
write pop music with other people.
The other day we had Eva808 on the

Vital Info

For dinner

In the heat of the night
If my brother, Logi Pedro, is DJing at
Prikið I go out to “djammið.” He plays
there once a month, and it’s my favourite club night in Reykjavík. If he’s not
playing, I’d go to Bíó Paradís for some
world cinema, or stay at home, connect the projector, and watch Star Trek
with my love.

t
Opening Hours - Bars & Clubs

Public Toilets

Emergency: 112
On-call doctors: 1770
Dental emergency: 575 0505
Taxi: Hreyfill: 588 5522 - BSR: 561 0000

Bars can stay open until 01:00 on weekdays and 04:30 on weekends.

Public toilets in the centre can be found
inside the green-poster covered towers
located at Hlemmur, Ingólfstortorg, by
Hallgrímskirkja, by Reykjavík Art Museum, Lækjargata and by Eymundsson
on Skólavörðustígur. Toilets can also be
found inside the Reykjavík City Hall and
the Reykjavík Library.

Post Offices
The downtown post office is at
Pósthússtræti 3–5, open Mon–Fri
09:00–18:00.

Pharmacies
Lyf og heilsa, Egilsgata 3, tel: 563 1020
Lyfja, Laugavegur 16, tel: 552 4045
and Lágmúli 5, tel: 533 2300

Most shops: Mon–Fri 10–18, Sat 10–16,
Sun closed. Banks: Mon-Fri 09-16

Swimming Pools
Sundhöllin, the downtown pool at
Barónsstígur, is an indoor swimming
pool with hot tubs and a diving board.
More pools: gpv.is/swim
Open: Mon-Thu from 06:30–22. Fri from
06:30–20. Sat from 08–16. Sun from 10–18.

Venues

Museums & Galleries

The numbers on the right (i.e. E4) tell you
position on the map on the next page

ART67
Laugavegur 67
Open 09-21

Austur
Austurstræti 7

D3

B5
Bankastræti 5

ASÍ Art Gallery
Freyjugata 41
G6
Open Tue-Sun 13-17

E4

Bar 11
Hverfisgata 18

Useful Numbers

Opening Hours - Shops & Banks

Venue Finder

Public Transport
Most buses run every 20–30 min,
Fare:440 ISK adults, 210 ISK children.
Buses run from 07–24:00, and 10–24:00
on weekends. More info at: www.bus.is.

E5

Bar Ananas
Klappastígur 28

E5

Bíó Paradís
Hverfisgata 54

E5

Bjarni Fel
Austurstræti 20

E4

Bravó
Laugavegur 22

E5

Boston
Laugavegur 28b

E5

Café Rósenberg
Klapparstígur 25 E5
Den Danske Kro
Ingólfsstræti 3

E4

Dillon
Laugavegur 30

E5

Dubliner
Naustin 1-3

D3

Dúfnhólar 10
Hafnarstræti 18

D3

English Pub
Austurstræti 12

D3

Gaukurinn
Tryggvagata 22

D3

Green Room

Lækjargata 6a

E4

Hressó
Austurstræti 20

D3

Húrra
Naustin		

D3

Kex Hostel
Skúlagata 28

E7

Kaffibarinn
Bergstaðastræti 1 E4
Kaffi Vínyl
Hverfisgatur 76

E6

Kaldi Bar
Laugavegur 20b

E5

Kiki Queer Bar
Laugavegur 22

E5

Loft
Bankastræti 7

E4

Paloma
Naustin		

D3

Prikið
Bankastræti 12

E4

Reykjavík Roasters
Kárastígur 1
F5
Stofan Café
Vesturgata 3

D3

Ölsmiðjan
Lækjargata 10

E3

F7

Aurora Reykjavík
Grandagarður 2 B1
Open 09-21
Ásgrimur Jónsson
Museum
Bergstaðastræti 74G4
Mon-Fri through Sep 1
Berg Contemporary
Klapparstígur 16 E5
Tue-F 11-17, Sat 13-17
Better Weather
Window Gallery
Laugavegur 41

E6

The Culture House
Hverfisgata 15
Open daily 10–17 E5
The Einar Jónsson
Museum
Eiriksgata
G5
Tue–Sun 14–17
Ekkisens
Bergstaðast. 25b F4
Gallerí List
Skipholt 50A
H10
M-F 11-18, Sat 11-16
Hafnarborg
Strandgata 34,
Hafnarfjörður

Ölstofan
Vegamótastígur 4 E5

Hannesarholt
Grundarstígur 10 F4

Tivoli bar
Hafnarstræti 4

Hitt Húsið
Pósthússtræti 3-5 D4

D3

Hverfisgallerí
Hverfisgata 4

D4

Reykjavík City Library
Tryggvagata 15 D3

i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16
D3
Tue–Fri 11–17,
Sat 13–17 and by
appointment.

Reykjavík City
Museum Árbæjarsafn
Kistuhylur 4
Daily tours at 13

The Penis Museum
Laugavegur 116 F8

The Settlement
Exhibition
Aðalstræti 17
Open daily 9–20

Kirsuberjatréð
Vesturgata 4

D3

Mengi
Óðinsgata 2

F5

Mokka Kaffi
Skólavörðustígur 3AE5
The National
Gallery of Iceland
Fríkirkjuvegur 7 F3
Tue–Sun 11–17
The National Museum
Suðurgata 41
Open daily 10–17 G2
The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5
H2
Mon–Sun 11–17
Reykjavík Art Gallery
Skúlagata 30
E7
Tue-Sun 14–18
Reykjavík Art Museum
- Hafnarhús
Tryggvagata 17 D3
Open 10-17, Thu 10-20
Kjarvalsstaðir
Flókagata 24
Open 10-17
Ásmundarsafn
Sigtún
Open 10-17

H8

D3

Reykjavík Maritime
Museum
Grandagarður 8 B2
Open daily 10-17
Reykjavík Museum
of Photography
Tryggvagata 15 D3
Mon-Thu 12–19, Fri
12-18, Sat–Sun 13–17
Saga Museum
Grandagarður 2

B2

Sigurjón Ólafsson
Museum
Laugarnestangi 70
SÍM
Hafnarstræti 16
Mon-Fri 10-16

D3

Sólon Bistro
Bankastræti 7a
E4
Mon-Thu 11-23:30
Fri-Sat 11-01, Sun
11-23
Tveir Hrafnar
Baldursgata 12
G4
Thu-Fri 12-17, Sat
13-16
Wind & Weather
Gallery
Hverfisgata 37
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8. Snaps
Þórsgata 1
This beloved casual-chic French
style bistro has a forget-you’rein-Reykjavík vibe thanks to its lush
greenery and warm lighting. On a
grey day, nothing beats sitting by the
greenhouse walls with an excellent
French onion soup. They make a
stellar crème brûlée as well.

ARV

EG U

R

G AM

10. Ali Baba
Veltusund 3b

This spot was awarded Grapevine’s
“Best Late Night Bite.” Needless to
say, it’s the perfect place to satisfy
p re gn a n cy c rav in g s , s p lit tin g
hangovers and midnight binges. We
recommend the lamb kofte wrap: it’s
to die for.

Eagle Air
Terminal

AUSTURSTRAETI 8 • REYKJAVIK
5

R IN

G

samba in the menu. Everything comes
with lots of lime, sauce and chilli, their
tempura batter is pleasingly light,
and the exhaustive cocktail menu
H R I N GBR A
should help any sushi purists through
the fusion-cooking trauma.

S

Party Every Night.
Cocktails!
Live
Music
Every Night!
Re
B
d Z o n e AU G A
NE different kinds of beer.
50
S
SK
ILD
Live Sports Coverage
IN
GA
NE
S
Kitchen open from 11.00.
Ribs - Burgers
Chicken Wings!

LA H

BSÍ
Coach
place had
to change their name
Terminal
recently—but
there’s still plenty of
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Not Gmany
would know, but this
restaurant is the only one that makes
masala chai an Indian mom would be 9. Sushi Social
proud of. This restaurant is focussed
on street fare and everyday Indian Þingholtsstræti 5
food. The thalis are a crowd pleaser
Reykjavík
and in recent times, they've stepped
Formerly known as Sushi Samba, this
Domestic
up their game with the vegan thali on
Japanese/South American fusion
Airport
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Lækjargata 8 & Hverfisgata 64a

TA
GA

LA

Nordic House
Culture Center

memorable meal when in Reykjavík,
Dill has to top the list. Dill showcases
theEGbest
of Iceland with seasonal
GE
RT
ATA
menus , SGpaying
homage to the
island’s bounty, executed with all the
tweezer precision of modern cuisine.
Don’t even think twice about splurging
for the seven-course menu—it’s the
only way to do it.

7. Hraðlestin
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If you’re a gourmand looking for a

UT
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Hverfisgata 12

Hljómskálagarður
Park

University
of Iceland

ASA

6. Dill
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This much loved bakery moved from
its original location downtown to a
smaller place close to their supply
kitchens, but none of the warm
service or charm was lost in the
process. Their “runstykki” are bread
rolls available for 80 ISK apiece—a
steal any way you look at it. Try the
curry cranberry rolls and grab an
almond florentine when you can.
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5. BernhöftsbakaríGHA
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Kaffi Vínyl offers generous, wholesome vegan fare with soy-based
meat substitutes and non-dairy milk
options for beverages. WithFÁaLKhuge
AG
ATA
LP collection and DJs several times
a week lending a warm and cosy
atmosphere, and healthy guilt-free
food—what more could you want?
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Iceland’s first and only Ramen bar has
upped their broth game with a silky
slick Tonkotsu. They have a choice of
noodles and broths catering to food
intolerances and fads, and a popular
‘Ramen of the Month’. We suggest
getting the Ramen Tonkotsu
with
GI
NHA
FO R
their amazing soy cured
eggs.

4. Kaffi Vínyl
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3. Ramen Momo
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Reykjavík
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This is aEGveteran
lunch spot so no
UR
SV
ÓL
surprises
that
it
is
still going strong.
J
K
S
PL A
K A If the fish of the day isn't satisfying
A
enough, we suggest asking them
AT
AG
L
L soup.
for a half portion of the day's
VA
VesturFS
What’s truly
admirable, though,
is that
bæjarlaug
HO
perch (karfi),
cusk (kleifa) and ling
Swimming
(lánga)Pool
make regular appearances
besides staples like salmon.
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Messinn may be modelled on the
EG U
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I
well-known
Westfjords
restaurant
M
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SG Tjoruhusið, but it’s fast becoming a
EIÐ
Reykjavík restaurant of choice. What
BÁR
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keeps us coming back is how the
ÖLD
H
food keeps getting better every timeG ATA OLT
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.
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with honey and almonds.
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A new branch of the Kex empire, this
new eatery dusts down the space
formerly occupied by the Gallery
Restaurant in the old-style confines
of Hotel Holt. The wood-panelled
dining room has been tastefully
redesigned, as has the menu—former Dill head chef Ragnar Eiriksson
is serving a new tasting menu, with
an à la carte menu on the way. If it’s
as good as the other Kex ventures,
it’s one to watch. JR
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Skólavörðustígur 8
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House
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1. Messinn

ELEGANT PREMISES
IN THE HEART OF
R E Y K J AV I K

4

F

Get the bigger, more detailed version of The Reykjavík Grapevine City Map
at your nearest hotel or guesthouse, with selections from our Best-Of
awards, vital info, downtown bus stops and a wider view of the city.
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The Map

1

This fancy-ass cocktail place is
one of the more upscale clubs in
Reykjavík. It has 70s tiki lounge/
B o o gie Nights dé c or, and the
throwback disco music is on point.

15. Slippbarinn
Mýrargata 2
This standard go-to bar for cocktails
holds its own as far as the mixing
game goes, with a unique menu
and highly skilled bartenders to
shake them up. The bar itself is a
beautifully designed space with
a gorgeous view, right in the Old
Harbour. It closes on the early side,
but it’s great to start the night there.

16. Bar Ananas
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This supermarket chain is head and
shoulders above the rest when it
HAM
comes to size
and
R A HLthe quality and

Smekkleysa is a independent record
label that has put out a lot of classic
Icelandic music—the Sugarcubes
are still on the board—and their
old-school, bright green record
shop also stocks a carefully curated
selection of new international
releases. You’ll always find some
rarities and surprises there.

Kringlan
Shopping
Mall
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26. Smekkleysa Plötubúð
Laugavegur 35
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also the go-to
fancy cutlery,
crockery,
and kitchen items. They
SK A
F TA
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offer a selection
of international
products, with a strong Icelandic
presence scattered throughout.
Have a browse—even if you don’t
cook much, you’ ll
feel like you
MIK
L AB it’s all so
need everything, because
R AU
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AHL
beautiful.
Í
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Veltusund 1

www.sagamuseum.is

SÍÐ

HLÍ Ð

Laugavegur 25

20. Krónan

Saga Museum • Grandagarður 2 • 101 Reykjavík
Tel.: (+354) 511 1517 • Open: Daily from 10 to 18

UT
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The praiseworthy menswear
selection features beloved local
b r a n d s l i ke th e l o n g - r u n n i n g
Skaparinn label, respected young
designer Sævar Markús , and
designer’s designer Stefan Svan. It’s
not all Icelandic brands but it’s a well
chosen group of them.
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Miðstræti 12

ÚLI
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14. Pablo Discobar

19. Hrím

ÁRM
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A cool environment in a great
M ÁV
AHL presence
location, Skúli has a strong
ÍÐ
in this category with its vast selection
DR Á the prices can
of brews, although
PUH
LÍ
be steep for the servingÐ size. It has
Cards AgainstBLHumanity,
and there’s
ÖND
UHL
ÍÐ
one bartender who sometimes
plays
death metal.

Perlan
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shoulders above most of the al
fresco drinking spots in Reykjavík,
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12. Loft Hostel

Aðalstræti 9
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This beautifully designed new bar
looks really fancy, but it has a laidback atmosphere, a great selection
of cocktails and beer and excellent
music. The weekend nighttime
crowd is a bit American Psycho, but
that’s not without its charm.
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13. Skúli Craft Bar
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Kjarvalsstaðir
Museum
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24. Húrra Reykjavík

UR

Shopping

ATA

not least because it’s on the roof of
the Loft Hostel and has a balcony
that looks over downtown. Before
the evening-time entertainment
begins, it’s the perfect place to
MIKsome late-afternoon sun.
catch
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11. Veður
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Laugardalslaug
Swimmin
Pool
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Many credit this store with Reykjavík’s
Bravó is Húrra’s sister bar. They have sudden obsession with sneakers,
with people camping outside the
Icelandic beers on tap, a colourful
SKIP
H
to get their hands on a new pair.
hip atmosphere and DJs at the O Lstore
T
weekend, but one of the best things Needless to say, this store is shaping
about Bravó is its lengthy happy fashion in downtown Reykjavík.
hours—all the way from 11am to
8pm, in fact.
25. Stefánsbúð P3
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The presence of the aesthetically
immaculate Geysir seems to
When the name of the place literally continually grow in Reykjaví k ,
SÓ
LTÚ
since they launched their
translates to “the living room,” it’s especially
N
pretty much expected to be a very own clothing line and accompanying
cosy place to kick back with some catalogue. There are two locations
to drop by on Skólavörðustigur, each
late-afternoon, early-evening drinks.
MI Ð
All their beers and wines are onTÚN with a differently styled interior. It
happy hour from 4pm until 8pm,
and might be a little pricey, but you’ll get
H ÁT
ÚN a
something high-quality for sure.
it’s a lovely central location with
dim basement and an airy first floor.
SAM
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23. Geysir
Skólavörðustígur 7 & 16
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Reykjavík's only beach bar is truly a
breath of fresh air for the otherwise
dreary downtown scene. No sir,
this is no dive bar, but a club, with
an indoor smoking lounge, stairs,
a spacious bar, a tiny dance floor,
and a solid line of DJs. It’s run by the
same people as Boston, but it has a
distinctly younger crowd in its mid
to late 20s.

T h i s u p m a r ke t h a b e r d a s h e r y
sells top quality menswear and
accessories. Their suits are cut to
various pleasingly retro fits, and
made from sturdy Shetland tweed.
It’s an experience to shop there—
the service is old-fashioned, and
there’s an in-house barber and tailor
for alterations. It’s on the pricey side
but you really get what you pay for.
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22. Kormákur & Skjöldur
Laugavegur 56 & Skólavörðustígur 48

Klappastígur 38

SK

Sigurjón
Art
Museum

UG

TM

WE BAKE OUR BREAD IN-HOUSE AND WE
MAKE THE PANCAKES FROM SCRATCH

This long-established crafts and
design store has been running
since 1940. It’s a fascinating store,
loaded with interesting objects
and trinkets. While it might look like
a tourist shop, it’s been there for
seventy or eighty years. So even if
it is a tourist shop, it must be a good
one.

ÁLF

A M E R I C A N PA N C A K E S
HOME MADE BREAD

Skólavörðustígur 12 & other
locations

IG

GOTT restaurant,
Hafnarstræti 17
101 Reykjavík, Iceland
www.gott.is
gottreykjavik@gott.is
Tel; +354 514 6868
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21. Rammagerðin
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GOOD FOOD
GOOD VALUE
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variety of produce on offer, as well
as their lengthy opening hours.
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Schedule can suffer change without notice
Information: booking@hurra.is
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Welcome to Jómfrúin
– home of the open sandwiches

The Dream Team

TRACK BY TRACK

Sing Fang, Sóley &
Örvar - Team Dreams
'Team Dreams' is out now

In 2017, Sóley, Sin Fang and Örvar
Smárason made a pact to write, record and release one song a month
for the whole year. The resulting
album, ‘Team Dreams,’ bears the
distinct hallmarks and voices of
all three. We asked them to talk us
through it.
“We just came home from our
first tour in Europe,” says Sóley. “We
all played solo sets, then joined up
on the ‘Team Dreams’ songs. It went
quite smoothly.”
Random Haiku Generator

Sindri: I remember not being able
to come up with a good vocal melody for this. When Örvar sent his
arrangement, it finally clicked. In
hindsight, the lyrics he wrote set
the tone for the rest of the album,
for me.
Sóley: I like the lyrical mess we
made on this album—one started it,
then the others would guess what
they were saying, and take it in a
new direction.
The Sun Will Go Out

Sindri: We never really talked about
each others’ lyrics, but we’d work
from that first theme. When Örvar
sent this, it felt like he was singing

Wasted

about the time we have on Earth,
and the eventual end of the planet,
so I based my lyrics on that.

Sóley: This is kind of an end of the
world song—when you’re a teenager and you think the world is ending
because your parents suck.
Sindri: I wrote my lyrics from the
point of view of a witch burning at
the stake.

Love Will Leave You Cold

Citrus Light

Sindri: This is one of my favourites.
It was originally an ambient, floaty
piece that Örvar reworked into a
song structure. The lyrics are so
bleak they sting the nostrils.
Sóley: We made songs together I’d
never have made alone. It was an
eye-opener, creatively.

Sóley: An album needs one singaong, right? My lyrics were inspired
by ‘The Lobster’ by Yorgos Lanthimos. When I heard the parts that
Örvar and Sindri wrote, a tear came
out of my eye.

Slowly

Sóley: Imagine the emptiness ad
silence in space. It must drive you
crazy. Well, life on earth drives us
crazy sometimes too—so if you
have the tendency to be a little
brain-fucked, then it doesn’t matter where you live or with whom you
fall in love with.

Words: Sóley & Sin Fang with John Rogers
Photo: Timothée Lambrecq

LP

I did was when I was opening up on
a múm tour in 2014. We always used
to listen to “Linger” by The Cranberries backstage, so the lyrics are
inspired by that.

Sindri: This song is about being
afraid of technology and feeling like
a plastic bag full of soggy garbage.
Tennis

Sindri: For the drums in this song I
sampled tennis sounds from YouTube. The lyrics are about getting
older and the greener grass that's
always on the other side.
Black Screen

Sindri: This song is about cultural
brainwashing, corporate capitalism, Western privilege and internet
algorithms.
Used And Confused

Sindri: The first version of this song

Space

Go To Sleep Boy

Sóley: I downloaded a drum loop
from YouTube and started playing
around. Sindri made it sound like
a mess. A good mess. Also, boys
should cry more often. I like it.
Dream Team Party Kids

Sindri: This is the best song sóley
has ever written about me.

gpv.is/tbt
Share this + Archives

BAGELS FROM 599 ISK

Grab a bite at Dunkin’ Donuts. We’re open every day.
Kringlan

Hagasmári 9

Fitjar

KEF Airport

Lækjargata 4 | 101 Reykjavík | Sími 55 10 100 | Open 11:00 - 22:00 | jomfruin.is

Music

Gaukurinn
bar & live venue

TRYGGVAGATA 22

Kælan Mikla have been announced as part of Robert
Smith’s Meltdown festival.
Held at the Southbank Centre in London June 15th-24th, the event is this
time curated by The Cure’s legendary
frontman, who’ll also perform. Kælan
Mikla aren’t the only Icelandic band
to make the cut: Kiasmos, who are
currently on a live hiatus, will also perform a DJ set, and Jónsi will perform
“Liminal”—possibly an adaption of the
“Liminal Soundbath” seen at the Norður
og Niður festival in December—with
Alex Somers and Paul Corley.

MUSIC
NEWS

High octane sounds on the new album

STANDUP COMEDY
in English every Monday

KARAOKE PARTY

The Power
Of Three

every Tuesday
Free entry and starts at 21 both nights

Ateria are the winners of the 2018
Icelandic Music Experiments

...and other events:

Words: Tara Njála Ingvarsdóttir Photo: Timothée Lambrecq

In a garage in the west of Reykjavík,
Ateria are meeting for a practice
session. Their studio is just large
enough to fit their instruments,
amongst the vintage walking skis,
homemade jams, some belongings
in storage, and a few scattered boxes
of chocolate raisins. “The chocolate
raisins are important,” says Eir.
“There’s always a pack in our practice
space. This is our sixth pack.” Ása
chimes in: “... in just a few weeks.”
Ása Ólafsdóttir (17, guitar and vocals), her sister Eir Ólafsdóttir (15,
cello, bass and vocals), and their cousin Fönn Fannardóttir (12, drums)
started Ateria last autumn when
they set their sights on taking part
in the yearly Músíktilraunir (“lceandic Music Experiments”) competition. Schoolmates with busy schedules, they meet once a week to share
ideas, write and play their tunes.
Ateria is not their first band together. “It’s actually experiment
number two,” says Eir. “We started
a band at our uncle’s wedding and
played some cover songs, five years
ago in 2013. Fönn, you were just eight!”
“We heard Fönn had started learning to play the drums,”
continues Ása. “We thought: we
can have her with us! It’s easy because we know each other well.”

band. “We’re getting time in a studio, concert gigs and funding,” says
Ása. “We’re just really lucky. I think
we’re just starting to believe it.”

Cleaning music
Ateria are also inspired by a wide
range of musicians, new and old.
When asked who their favourites
are, they respond eagerly. “Grýlurnar
and Emiliana Torrini,” exclaims Ása.
Eir adds: “Emiliana Torrini, especially when we’re cleaning the house
on Sundays. Also Radiohead, Sigur
Rós, Led Zeppelin and Metallica.”
“Classical music is a big part of
our everyday life,” continues Ása.
“But we’re not thinking about
being in a specific genre. We do
what we do, and it is what it is.”

20/4 Kurukoma (UK),
The Secret Solstice festival has announced a raft of new additions to
the 2018 lineup. Shaping up to be one
of the most diverse Icelandic festival
lineups in recent memory, George
Clinton and Parliament Funkadelic,
KOLLEKTIV TURMSTRASSE, Marco Faraone, J.Phlip and Ali Love will join the
already-announced Slayer, Stormzy,
Gucci Mane, Skream and Bonnie Tyler.
Icelandic acts Aron Can, Valdimar, and
Floni will play, and GusGus have been
announced as guest DJs. Tickets are
on sale now.

21/4 Pink Street Boys,
Horrible Youth

25/4 “The Golden Mic”, OpenMic
Standup Comedy in English

26/4 Smut Slam RVK:
"Call of the Wild"

28/4 Pungsig (album release),
support by Drulla

29/4 Singer/Songwriter night

Som[ateria] Molissima

The name Ateria comes from the
term “Somateria Molissima,” which
is Latin for the eider bird. “We helped
our grandparents take care of the
eider bird nesting area in the summer,” says Ása. “Our grandparents
have taken to caring for the birds
in the past few years. Ateria also
means food in Finnish. We think
that’s really funny—it’s random.”
Ása is the band’s lyricist. “SomeStarting to believe
times a word or a sentence just drops
The three went on to win the IME to my mind,” she says. “Then I work
competition, joining an exclusive through it during the night when I
club that also includes Mammút, can’t sleep. Mostly I write it down
Samaris, Of Monster And Men, and in my phone, in notes.” The songs
more recently, Vök and Between are often born during their weekly
meetings. “SomeMountai n s. T he
competition was a
times we’re just sitgpv.is/music
big factor in getting
ting with the instruShare this + Archives
them started. “We
ments and we hear
wanted a goal to set
a chord,” says Ása.
our sights on,” says Eir. “You always “I start to play with it, and we
work better if you have a real rea- make something from there.”
This promising trio will spend
son to be doing something. IME is
a great opportunity, and you learn the summer writing new material
a lot from it.” Ása adds: “Then we and preparing for their sets at Sewon. That was a weird feeling.” cret Solstice and Iceland Airwaves.
Winning the competition means Meanwhile, the eider birds will be
extra support for the fledgeling shedding their precious feathers.

Morpholith, Godchilla

2/5 “The Golden Mic”, OpenMic

Standup Comedy in English

3/5 Burlesque show
...for more info check our website:

www.gaukurinn.is
Breakthrough rap duo JóiPé and Króli
burst back onto the scene this week
with two unexpected releases. First
came a new song and video, “Þráhyggja” (“Obsession”) and directly following that an entire new album, ’Afsakið
Hlé’ (‘Excuse This Intermission’). It’s a
high-energy, easy-going and super fun
effort from the two 19 year olds—a
teenage soundtrack for the presummer season. Expect to see them at
every major festival this summer, starting with Secret Solstice in June.

We are very queer,
open and diverse. We
have gender neutral
restrooms and an
all-Vegan bar!
HAPPY HOUR
every day
from 14 to 21
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Our Picks

Paradís Sessions
26 April - 20:30 - Mengi - 1.000 ISK
The Paradís Sessions are back for
another series
of strippeddown concerts,

presenting
unamplified live
performances
in intimate environments. The

thinking is that
without distracting and new-fangled innovations
like amplifiers,
microphones,
laptops, mixers
and loop pedals,
both performers
and audience
can focus on the
the music alone.
The performers
will be Grapevine’s very own
illustrator and
cartoonist Elín
Elísabet who’s
described as a
“heartfelt singer-

songwriter”; the
youthful indiepop of “energetic
summer-time
band” Bagdad
Brothers; and the
mysterious MSEA,
who uses “the
natural and digital worlds to create a collage of
sound.” Although
without any gear,
it’s unclear what
MSEA will do.
Maybe a set of
bird calls and animal impressions?
There’s only one
way to find out. JR

Stage Dive
Fest VII

Kurokuma / Godchilla / 		
Morpholith

Amadeus: The
Film In Concert

21 April - 21:00
Húrra

20 Apr. - 21:00 - Gaukurinn - 1.500 ISK

26, 27 April - 19:30
Harpa

Stage Dive
returns with
the best new
Icelandic hip
hop. Foreigners:
Don’t stage dive
without medical
insurance, idiot.
HJC

What is loud, slow, heavy and can be
seen on April 20th? No, not my mum.
Doom metal. Whereas Godchilla and
Morpholith are representing the
Icelandic scene, Kurokuma are flying
in from Sheffield, England. Prepare
your Voltaren Gel for the day after.
You’ll need it. PW

THIS IS NOT THE
FALCO SONG! It’s
just the score of
one of the best
films ever made
performed live
by the Icelandic
Symphony. HJC

Prins Polo Album Release Concert
27 April - 21:30 - Iðnó - 3.500 ISK
Everybody knows that Icelanders
love Prince Polo. However, a Polish
chocolate bar cannot sing and that’s
why Svavar Pétur Eysteinsson AKA
Prins Póló has taken this role upon
himself. He is holding a releaseconcert for his new album “Þriðja
kryddið” and we guarantee you that
it will be just as delicious as the good
old chocolate bar. PW

April 20th - May 3rd

Concerts & Nightlife
Events listed are all live performances and
DJs. Venues are listed by day. For complete
listings and detailed information on venues
visit grapevine.is/happening.
Send your listings to: listings@grapevine.is.

Friday April 20
Iceland Symphony Orchestra:
Open Rehearsal
9:30 Harpa
Iceland Symphony Orchestra:
Ashkenazy & Nobu
19:30 Harpa
DJ KrBear
22:00 Bravó
Danimal & Bara Heiða / DJ FKNHNDSM
21:00 Húrra
Borgar Magnason
21:00 Mengi
Kurokuma / Godchilla / 		
Morpholith
21:00 Gaukurinn
Geisha Cartel DJ Set
22:00 Prikið

DJ Yamaho
22:00 Kaffibarinn
Teknobrat / DJ Starri
22:00 Tivoli
DJ LSVR
22:00 Boston

DJ Fusion Groove
22:00 Kaffibarinn
VASI Duo With Jónas Orri
21:00 Boston

Wednesday April 25
DJ Maggi Lego
22:00 Prikið
Rock For A Cause: Teitur Magnússon
/ Miss Naivety / Stundbird /
Dread Lightly
19:00 Hard Rock Café
Múlinn Jazz Club:
Richard Andersson NOR
21:00 Harpa
Don Lockwood Band
21:00 Slippbarinn
Party Karaoke With Þórunn Antonía
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Salsa Iceland Dance Night
19:30 Iðnó

Vio
22:00 Dillon

Sunday April 22

DJ High Altitude
22:00 Kaffibarinn
Björn Valur
22:00 Tivoli
DJ KGB
22:00 Boston
Blúsmenn Andreu
20:30 Bæjarbíó

Saturday April 21
Stage Dive Fest VII
20:00 Húrra
Pink Street Boys / Horrible Youth
23:00 Gaukurinn
A Brief Musical History Of Time
21:00 Mengi
DJ Óli Dóri
22:00 Bravó
Madison Chorale
13:00 Fríkirkjan
DJ Thaison
22:00 Prikið

Prins Polo Album Release Concert
21:30 Iðnó
Mixed Emotions / DJ Dominatricks
20:00 Húrra
Amadeus: The Film In Concert
19:30 Harpa
DJ Fusion Groove
22:00 Bravó
Björn Valur & Cali
22:00 Prikið

Singer/Songwriter Night
20:00 Gaukurinn
lowercase night
21:30 Prikið
DJ Silja Glommi
22:00 Kaffibarinn

Monday April 30
MonJazz
21:00 Húrra

		

Madison Chorale

Geisha Cartel

Friday April 27

Sunday Jazz
20:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
The Annual Big Band Marathon
12:00 Harpa
Petersen Vinyl Session
20:00 Bravó
Þorkell Sigurbjörnsson: Flute Music
15:15 Nordic House
DJ Krystal Carma
22:00 Kaffibarinn

Monday April 23
MonJazz
21:00 Húrra
DJ Z
22:00 Kaffibarinn

Tuesday April 24
Karaoke Party!
21:00 Gaukurinn
Teitur Magnússon /
Mads Mouritz & More
20:00 Húrra
Tango Tuesdays
20:30 Iðnó
KexJazz
20:30 KEX Hostel

DJ Higher Altitude
21:00 Bravó
DJ Pilsner
22:00 Kaffibarinn
VASI Duo With Jónas Orri
21:00 Boston
Markús Bjarnarson & Árni Vil
20:00 Húrra

Thursday April 26
Amadeus: The Film In Concert
19:30 Harpa
Paradise Sessions
21:00 Mengi
Omotrack
21:00 Petersen svítan
DJ Hvítur Suzuki
21:00 Bravó
DJ LSVR
22:00 Boston
Ragnar Ólafsson &
David Ra-Champari
21:00 Dillon
DJ Ear Doctor
22:00 Kaffibarinn
DJ KrBeart
22:00 Tivoli
Máni Orrason
20:00 Húrra

DJ Intr0beatz
22:00 Kaffibarinn
DJ Ragga Holm
22:00 Tivoli
Lily Of The Valley
22:00 Dillon
COWs: Works By Carolyn Chen
21:00 Mengi

Saturday April 28
Dauðyflin / ROHT / Börn /
Stormy Daniels
18:00 R6013
MENGI Membership Launch
17:00 Mengi
Kef Lavík
21:00 Húrra
Kristian Blak & Band
19:00 Nordic House
Summer Dreams By Mt. Acme
22:00 Boston
Rót
22:00 Dillon
DJ Karítas
22:00 Prikið
DJ Margeir
22:00 Kaffibarinn
DJ Marbendill & Hexía
22:00 Bravó
DJ Moonshine
22:00 Tivoli
Pungsig Album Release Concert
22:00 Gaukurinn

Sunday April 29
Sunday Jazz
20:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
Sunday Classics: Polyphonia
17:00 Harpa

Ragga Holm

DJ John BRNLV
22:00 Kaffibarinn
International Jazz Day: ASA Trio
With Jóel Pálsson
21:00 Harpa
International Jazz Day: Hegi Björns
20:00 Bryggjan Brugghús

Tuesday May 1
Karaoke Party!
21:00 Gaukurinn
KexJazz
20:30 KEX Hostel
Tuesday Techno
21:00 Húrra

Wednesday May 2
Don Lockwood Band
21:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
Múlinn Jazz Club:
Middle East Express
21:00 Harpa
Party Karaoke With Þórunn Antonía
21:00 Sæta Svínið
DJ SURA
21:00 Prikið
Mayday!: Dj Dominatrix / Axis
Dancehall / Geisha Cartel & More
21:00 Mengi

Thursday May 3
Shades Of Greece
21:00 Petersen svítan
Magnús Jóhann &
Magnús T. Eliassen
21:00 Mengi

Now offering
catering service!

Music

Open:
Mondays-Saturdays 11:30-22:30
Sundays 16:00-22:00

Lead us into temptation

DJ Dominatricks
Will Make You A
Rave Slave
The DJ/VJ duo on technology, obscurity and
oppression
Words: Alexander Jean de Fontenay

DJs
Catch DJ Dominatricks at Húrra at
their all-nighter on April 27th, and at
'Mayday!', hosted by Axis Dancehall,
on Wednesday May 2nd

Marshallhúsið, Grandagarður 20, 101 Reykjavík.
Bus route 14 (Listabraut)
To reserve lunch and dinner call +354 519 7766, or
info@marshallrestaurant.is, marshallrestaurant.is
Closed Mondays.

In the past half year or so, the DJ/VJ
duo DJ Dominatricks have become
an intriguing addition to Reykjavík’s
nightlife. The two deliver absorbing
performances, mixing hard-hitting
electronic dance music and dark,
technologically-centred visuals.
The duo consists of two promising young talents—the DJs/visual
artists Arna Beth and Melkorka
Þorkelsdóttir (a.k.a. Melly). They met
in high-school and had an instant
attraction to each other. “Melly had
been stalking my artwork on the interweb for a while, so our first conversation felt very natural,” says Arna.

Techno & trap
Arna was asked to perform an instrumental set of her own music
at Stage Dive Fest in December
2017. “I hadn’t finalised anything,

Photos: Timothée Lambrecq

so I asked Melkorka to collaborate on a DJ set,” she says. And so,
DJ Dominatricks was formed.
They have different backgrounds
when it comes to music. “Melly
comes from a more
hip-hop & trap
based background
which can be a very
i nteresti ng t w ist
in our sets,” Arna
said. “When Arna
asked me to collaborate I agreed
without hesitation. I had been doing very bubbly and flamboyant
DJ sets as DJ Motherfunker,” Melly
explained and adds “Transitioning to techno was out of my comfort zone. But I decided to go for it.”

joy playing tracks that are hard to
find offline,” said Arna. The two
also consider their style an act of
feminist rebellion in today’s oppressive culture. They want to exaggerate their resistance to it as
much as possible. “Honestly, we use
this platform to serve as ambassadors for female empowerment in a
male-dominated world,” says Melly.
“We want people to be a bit afraid of
us, but also to keep wanting more.”

Techno obsession
One might consider their performances, with their dark and futuristic music and visuals, a conscious attempt to stand out from the
crowd. But Melly thinks otherwise.
“Standing out is not our objective
per se,” she says. “We’d much rather
use the stage as a platform to express our interests
and project what we
would like to experience as an audience.”
The influence of
new technology, scifi and internet culture is strong in Dominatricks’ aesthetic, musically and visually. “We
both grew up with the internet, and
were both outcasts from a very young
age,” says Arna. “I became isolated
from the outside world as a teenager.” Melly adds: “I’ve been committed to my funeral-esque dress code
ever since my emo adolescence.”
DJ Dominatricks have a busy
schedule ahead, playing three
times in the coming weeks. “The
summer is packed with exciting
things, like performing at LungA
festival and Reykjavík Arts Festival,” says Arna. “Stay tuned!”
“You will become the slave
to our rave,” finishes Melly.

“We want people to be a bit
afraid of us.”

Contemporary rebellion
DJ Dominatricks offer an unusual
mixture of visual and musical expression, blending alternative genres such as trance, gabba and reggaeton with nostalgic industrial techno
originating from Berlin and Detroit.
“I’m very much into electronic
and experimental music, so I en-
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Innrás II
Invasion II

21.04.–
12.08.2018

Hrafnhildur
Arnardóttir
Shoplifter

Ásmundarsafn
Sigtún
+354 411 6430
artmuseum.is

Open Oct.–April
13h00–17h00
Open May–Sept.
10h00–17h00

Welcome to Björk's feminine utopia

Utopia Found

looked like a masked tribe emerging
through the fog of a lost island paradise.

Björk’s new stage show reveals a

Nymph-like flautists

beautiful parallel world
Words: Natalie Ouellette

Concert
Björk played Háskólabíó on April 12th

It’s hard to find the words to express
how one feels after seeing Björk perform, and I’m certainly not the only
who feels this way. When she walks
out on stage, her presence has a way
of slapping a big smile onto your
face. The experience of Björk’s second and final “dress rehearsal” show
in Iceland for her upcoming ‘Utopia’
tour was no exception. We were invited into her Utopian audio-visual
spectacle that was a complete immersion of the senses into her world;
a place that radiated with beauty,
softness, and femininity.

Technicolour jungle
When myself and about a thousand
others entered the Háskólabíó theatre, we drew a collective breath when
the stage came into view. Giant flowers and foliage sprouted from the
floor and hung from the ceiling, like
a window into an overgrown rainforest. In the centre was a tall cylindrical structure covered in what
looked like feathers. Or maybe reeds.
Or maybe leaves. Whatever they
were, they were dancing in a breeze
as we quickly shuffled to our seats,
soaking it all in to a soundtrack of
birdsong. The stage was a wild jun-

Photos: Santiago Felipe
gle in shades of pink, red, gold, and
lush green. This was indeed a place
where everything looked perfect–an
evolution of Utopia.

Revolving vagina
The show began when the stage
centrepiece revolved towards us,
revealing Björk, and Viibra—her
seven-part flute ensemble—and
an oversized orchid sculpture that
had a very strong resemblance to a
vagina. ‘Utopia,’ as an
album, delves deeply
into the topics of sex,
gender, motherhood and
femininity, so it was no
surprise to see that this
phallic flower was the
focal point for the eight
performers. To their left
was Björk’s regular percussionist Manu Delago,
and to their right, the
album’s engineer, Bergur Þórisson, on beats and backing
tracks.
All the performers wore floral,
slightly alien “orchid_bone_fungus” headpieces, as their designer
James Merry has referred to them.
Björk wore a red insect-inspired
dress by the extraordinary designer
Kaimin, while the septet wore peach
tunics and tights by the talented
trio threeASFOUR. Together, they

As the soothing opening sounds of
“The Gate” rang out, we were warmly welcomed with the lyrics “I care
for you, care for you” as a crystallised
VR Björk-apparition fluttered and
flickered over the screen above. Her
perfectly choreographed nymph-like
flautists danced in unison as their
instruments sparkled under the
stage lights.
“Arisen my Senses” came next,
and was a real highlight. Accompanied by harpist Katie Buckley, each
beat was met with an explosively
blooming flower on the screen above.
I couldn’t help but look around to see
the reactions of the audience around
me and sure enough, the
majority of us had our
mouths open in awe.
With ‘Utopia’
being performed almost
in its entirety, back-catalogue songs “Thunderbolt,” “Pleasure is All
Mine” and the Icelandic
version of “Anchor Song”
were also included. The
hour-and-a-half-long
set took us through the
emotional gauntlet, beginning with
the joyful themes of love and rebirth,
segueing into anger and loss in the
middle, and concluding with a sense
of warmth and comfort to be home.
It was a night where Björk celebrated love, femininity and the idea
of ‘Utopia’—and we celebrated with
her.

BUY
DIRECTLY
FROM
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“Each beat
was met
with an
explosively
blooming
flower on
the screen
above.”

Share this: gpv.is/music

Skólavörðustígur 19 • Borgartún 31
handknitted.is
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Art

i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16
101 Reykjavík
info@i8.is
t: +354 551 3666
www.i8.is

Find today's events
in Iceland!
Download our free
listings app - APPENING
on the Apple and
Android stores

Stúdíó Ólafur Elíasson
open Tuesday to Sunday 12 - 6pm
and until 9 pm on Thursdays
Marshallhúsið | Grandagarður 20

This troupe of live artists are taking over Klapparstígur 12

National
Museum of
Iceland

The
Culture
House

Transcending Time
And Space
A one-time exhibition on Klappastígur 12 is set to
challenge the ideas of public and private reality
on multiple dimensions.
Words: Alice Demurtas Photo: Timothée Lambrecq

Exhibition
Klapparstígur 12, April 20th, at17.00

At the top floor of an unassuming
building in downtown Reykjavík,
five young women are discussing
the faltering equilibrium between
time and
space in this
technolog ydependent
era. But these
are no nouveau Bohemians. Instead, they’re
part of a group of students who saw
the subject of their new exhibition
expand into just such unexpected
debates.

“We wanted to loosen
it up and do something sincere.”

The public & the private
National Museum of Iceland

The Culture House

The country’s largest
museum of cultural
history from settlement
to present day.

Manuscripts, fine art, natural
specimens, curiosities and
archeaological findings form
the exhibition Points of View.

Suðurgata 41
101 Reykjavík
www.thjodminjasafn.is
tel +354 530 22 00

Hverfisgata 15
101 Reykjavík
www.safnahusid.is
tel +354 530 22 10

The exhibitions, shops and cafés are open daily 10 - 17

Closed on Mondays 16/9 – 30/4

ing the exhibition in an apartment,
to engage with the idea of public and
private space in a fresh way.
“We feel like a lot of contemporary art spaces deal with performances in a very academic way,
stressing about what they’re saying
and the historical context and so
forth,” says Þórhildur Tinna Sigurðardóttir. “So
we just wanted
to loosen it up
and do something sincere.
We didn’t want
the performance to be static.”

As they began organising an exhibition for a curating course at the
Iceland Academy of The Arts, they
started to plan a round up of the
work and performances of seven
professional and amateur artists.
The show would take place as a live
performance on April 20th, held
only once, for only three hours. The
idea was to return the curatorial
process to everyday reality by stag-

Challenging tradition
In this environment shaped by collective ideas, the exhibition took on
a life of its own. The collection of
temporary, real-time works challenges the traditional exhibition
format, in terms of both presentation and documentation. In an
environment that combines physical presence with technological abstractions, the viewer is surrounded
by a set of contrasting realities that
all exist at once.
“All these works inspire curiosity
and excitement towards alternative dimensions of time and space

because they transcend these concepts,” Tinna explains. “We wanted
the performances to be tactile, and
for the audience to engage with
them. So the artists deal with questions about sexuality, gender, intimacy, openness; accidental glimpses into something very public, and
also the more mundane elements of
daily life.”

On a whole new level
The project presented significant
logistical and organisational challenges. Some of the artists, in fact,
are not based in Iceland—Sion
Prior lives in Australia, while
Sigrún Gyða Sveinsdóttir will be
Skyping in from Berlin. “We had to
find different ways to approach the
work of artists who aren’t present,
while still making them part of the
shared space,” Sarah Maria Yasdani
explains.
Working with scents and tastes
was one way to weave a sensory connection between audience and artist. “While on Skype, for example,
Sigrún will be eating oranges and
engaging in conversation, while the
viewer also eats oranges and can
interact with her at the same time,”
Sunna Ástþórsdóttir adds.
Lithuanian performer Monika
Kipurtye will be bringing elements
of the theatre into a living space,
while Icelandic artist Drengurinn
Fengurinn will explore the concepts
of intimacy and masculinity in the
privacy of a bedroom. “This could be
a series,” says Tinna. “This time it’s
at Klapparstígur 12, but next time
it could be another address!” The
ladies laugh at the idea, but there’s
an assertiveness in their carefree
attitude. We’ll definitely be seeing
more of them in the future.
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Our Picks
This exhibition presents Alvar Aalto‘s
classic furniture designs as well as a
variety of works by other designers
he had inspired, all of which have collaborated with Artek. What’s Artek you
ask? Well that’s the company that Aalto
co-founded in 1935 in order to pass on
his ideas to a wider audience, which, as
this exhibit proves, obviously worked.
Apart from his work in the field of
design, Aalto was essentially one of the
Poetic Simplicity In Design leading architects of the 20th century
and his influence can still be seen far
Inspired By Aalto: 		 beyond the Nordic region. His progressive ideas about quality, simplicity and
Sustainability As An Attitude
the connection between design and a
Until 2 September - Nordic House
better society shine through the iconic
projects. KK

A Peek Into The Domestic
HEIMA / HOME

The Local Flâneur
Reykjaville

Seamed Stockings...
Dömur Og Herra Burlesque Show

Until 29 May - Ljósmyndasafn Rvk.

Until 26 April - Listastofan

3 May - 21:00 - Gaukurinn

Hanna Siv Bjarnardóttir’s photography
exhibition documents the domestic
life of a small community living in the
town of Stokkseyri on the Snæfellsnes
peninsula. KK

A resident or a tourist? Watch the
city unfold from a different perspective and follow Serge Comte on his
quest to figure out his identity as a
true Reykjavillian. KK

These ladies (and a gentleman) are
the prodigies of Miss Mokki, the
first lady of Icelandic burlesque. The
show is BYOP: Bring your own pasties.
HJC

April 20th - May 3rd

Art Listings
Events are listed by venue. For complete listings
and detailed information on venues, visit
grapevine.is/happening.
Send your listings to: listings@grapevine.is
Opening
REYKJAVÍK ART MUSEUM ÁSMUNDARSAFN
Invasion II: Hrafnhildur Arnardóttir
/ Shoplifter
The first instalment of a series of
exhibitions that encourage artists
to engage with the artistic heritage
of Ásmundur Sveinsson.
• Opens on 21st April, 2018
• Runs until 12th August, 2018
LISTAMENN GALLERÍ
HAMSKIPTIN
The making of this exhibit included
ballet dancers twirling on point over
canvas...need we say more?
• Opens on 21st April, 2018
• Runs until 4th May, 2018

Ongoing

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ICELAND
Treasures Of A Nation
A selection of over 80 works chosen
from the national gallery’s collection
display the evolution of art since the
19th century.
• Runs until 31st December, 2019
Rule Of The Game
Finnish artist Elina Brotherus comes
to Iceland with a retrospective.
She's known for her arresting selfportraits and landscapes.
• Runs until 24th June, 2018
Corry-Roe and Diddly-doe
Ásgrímur Jónsson's art explores the
fears and dreams of generations as
mysterious elves, trolls and monsters
materialise right in front of you.
• Runs until 29th April, 2018
EINAR JÓNSSON MUSEUM
Permanent Exhibition
The museum contains close to
300 artworks including a beautiful
garden with 26 bronze casts of the
artist’s sculptures.
• On permanent view
REYKJAVÍK ART MUSEUM - HAFNARHÚS
Erró: More is Beautiful
This exhibition shines a special
light on Erró’s works—intricate and
charged structures related to politics, science, fiction and art history.
• Runs until 1st May, 2018
Fact of the Matter – Draft of Contemporary Art History in Iceland [1.0]
What characterises Icelandic fine
art in the 21st century? Hafnarhús
constructs a collection of phenom-

ena, materials and art pieces that
track the meaning of beauty within
Icelandic art.
• Runs until 1st May, 2018
Tak i lige måde: Contemporary Art
from Denmark
The museum celebrates the centennial of Iceland’s independence from
Denmark by inviting Danish artists
to exhibit their work and address
pressing issues of our times.
• Runs until 21st May, 2018
D33 Anna Fríða Jónsdóttir: Tone
Here, Anna Fríða presents an exhibit
that looks at the world through
sound waves, making music directly
from the brain.
• Runs until 21st May, 2018
MUSEUM OF DESIGN AND APPLIED ART
ÐYSLEXTWHERE
At once exhibition and workshop,
ÐYSLEXTWHERE offers a collectien of
knitted hats featuring interesting
spellnig mistakes. All hats are for
sale.
• Runs until 1st May, 2018
Behind The Scenes With 		
Einar Þorsteinn
In 2014, architect and mathematician Einar Þorsteinn Ásgeirsson gave
all his belongings to the museum.
Best described as a renaissance
man, the exhibit is full of curiosities.
• Runs until 7th October, 2018
The Imaginarium Of Kron By KronKron
Magni and Hugrún (aka KronKron)
have designed over 2000 fashion
items, thereof 1200 shoe designs
which make up the core of this
exhibition.
• Runs until 18th September, 2018
ÁRBÆR OPEN AIR MUSEM
Daily Guided Tours
Tours are from 13:00 to 14:00
through its open air exhibits.
REYKJAVÍK CITY MUSEUM
Settlement Sagas
As Viking ruins meet digital technology, this exhibition provides insight
into Reykjavík's farms at the time of
the first settlers.
REYKJAVÍK ART MUSEUM
-KJARVALSSTAÐIR
Tales Of The Unseen
At the darkest time of year, this collective exhibition digs out the most
grotesque of characters in still or
ever-moving settings, from mysteri-

ous beings exploding on canvas, to
fluid bodies melting before you.
• Runs until 22nd April, 2018
Kjarval: La Durée
A look at Kjarval’s most avant-garde
works from the early 19th century,
dealing with the concept of time
and its influence on the mind.
• Runs until 29th April, 2018
REYKJAVÍK MUSEUM OF PHOTOGRAPHY
This Island Earth
Here, five photographers turn their
gaze towards nature, bending and
twisting it into a personal exploration. The exhibition is a part of the
Icelandic Photography Festival.
• Runs until 6th May, 2018
HEIMA / HOME
Photographer Hanna Siv Bjarnardóttir documented a number of senior
citizens living in Stokkseyri–a small
town on the Snæfellsnes peninsula.
• Runs until 29th May, 2018
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ICELAND
The Long Apartment
Block in Upper Breiðholt
Photographer David Barreiro took
one building Breiðholt and explored
it inside and out. Come get intimately acquainted with the 320 metre
space and its inhabitants.
• Runs until 27th May, 2018
Fishing Stations of Old Iceland
Iceland's rich history of fishing stations is put on display here by photographer Karl Jeppesen. Some are
still in use. Others have disappeared
from the face of the earth.
• Runs until 27th May, 2018
SIGURJÓN ÓLAFSSON MUSEUM
Two Comrades
Icelandic artists Sigurjón Ólafsson
and Asger Jern were both influential
figures in the Danish art scene in the
1930s. Their works are now shown
together to hopefully unveil new
links and relationships.
• Runs until 13th May, 2018
THE NORDIC HOUSE
Inspired by Aalto: Sustainability as
an Attitude
Come see some of Alvar Aalto‘s classic furniture designs and some of
the works he inspired including an
assortment of Artek furniture.
• Runs until 2nd September, 2018
GALLERY GAMMA
About Looking
Naked women drawing other naked
women—nudes drawing nudes—is
the impetus for this exhibit.
• Runs until 11th May, 2018
ART67
Jón Magni Ólafsson
Jón’s oil and pastel paintings present fantastical scenes filled with
movement. There will be an opening
event on April 7th at 14:00.

• Runs until 30th April, 2018
OUTVERT GALLERY
Digital Hybrids
Freyja Eilíf presents works created
from meditations into digital dimensions. Guests are invited to participate and maybe become their own
digital priestess...your choice.
• Runs until 21st April, 2018
KEFLAVIK AIRPORT
Misty Blue Rain
This exhibition starts at the customs
checkpoint of the airport, connecting light and video to use technology as a synaesthetic forefront in a
public space. This second iteration
is done by Ásdís Sif Gunnarsdóttir.
• Runs until 3rd May, 2018
LIVING ART MUSEUM
Between Mountain And Tide
Ragna Róbertsdóttir presents a circular reflection of her work, drawing
forward the past into Ragna's current reflections on her work.
• Runs until 19th May, 2018
GERÐUBERG CULTURE HOUSE
Hildur Björnsdóttir
How do we experience a culture that
is remote and exotic to us? With her
photographs and illustrations, Hildur
dives into this question.
• Runs until 4th June, 2018
GRÓFIN CULTURAL CENTRE
Ex Libris: Bookplates Then & Now
Students from the Reykjavík School
of Visual Arts reference tradition
with their own modern take on ex
libris bookplates.
• Runs until 29th April, 2018
WIND & WEATHER WINDOW GALLERY
Light Foot (Hardcore Bean)
Davíð Örn Halldórsson’s installation

Garðatorg 1 · Garðabær
Open Tue - Sun 12 -17
www.honnunarsafn.is
honnunarsafn

Exhibitions:
The imaginarium
of Kron by Kronkron
600 pairs of shoes
Ðyslextwhere
spelling mistakes
in knitwear
Behind the scenes
with Einar Þorsteinn

positions Spongebob ripping his
pants next to some 70s wallpaper
next to a whole host of eclectic
sculptures.
• Runs until 28th April, 2018
LISTASALUR MOSFELLSBÆJAR
Ásgeir Skúlason
Every piece of art in this exhibit is
made from PVC electrical insulation
tape. That's right. You will be completely insulated from electricity.
• Runs until 4th May, 2018
LISTASTOFAN
Reykjaville
Printed on sandpaper, Serge's
Comtes mobile phone photographic
portraits document his experience
of Reykjavík as both a resident and
a tourist.
• Runs until 26th April, 2018
HAFNARBORG
Relativity
The paintings of Jóns Axels Björnssonar tiptoe on the colourful boundaries between forms that present us
with objects and those that capture
a state of mind.
• Runs until 27th May, 2018
Many Times We See and Many Times
We See Again
Jóhanna Kristbjörg Sigurðardóttir is
all about combining different mediums, such as traditional oil paintings, wooden sculptures, videos,
texts and performances.
• Runs until 27th May, 2018
GALLERÍ FOLD
Gul Viðvörum
Hrafnhildur Inga Sigurðardóttir's
works showcase the energy and
passion of the sea and clouds on
the southern coast.
• Runs until 28th April, 2018
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Börkur Sigþórsson, director of “Vargur”

pho.is

Traveling the south coast or Golden Circle?

Reykjavík

Eyrarbakki
Vík

On The Edge Of
Morality
Filmmaker Börkur Sigþórsson on his new
movie “Vargur“, on engaging the audience
and embracing the dark sides of personality
Words: Phil Uwe Widiger Pictures: Timothée Lambrecq

Hafið Bláa
restaurant with a view

T he Blue Sea

483-1000 • hafidblaa.is

483-3330 • raudahusid.is
10 minutes from Selfoss

at the Ölfusá bridge

open daily 11:30-22:00

5 minutes from Eyrarbakki

and Highway 1 in Eyrarbakki

After the international success of
the Icelandic TV series “Trapped“,
Börkur is close to finishing his
new film called “Vargur“ which
will be in theatres on May 4th. In
a noir-style crime story, two Icelandic brothers are trying to solve
their financial issues by smuggling a considerable amount
of cocaine to Iceland. The
Polish mule, having ingested
the drugs, gets sick and barely makes it through customs.
From there, a ferocious battle
of survival begins. “The story
is about how these brothers deal with the situation
differently. It’s about how
far they are willing to go to
protect themselves and what
they’re prepared to sacrifice along the way,” explains
Börkur. “Every noir has an
anti-hero at its core who’s
constantly being forced to
choose between two hopeless
options. And as an audience,
you should be asking yourself: ‘What would I do in this
situation?’”

ist, don't supply answers. Provoke
questions.”

Embrace the darkness
The themes of self-reliance, responsibility and accountability
have been woven through Börkur’s

Confrontation is art
In a mix of social commentary and
escapism, Börkur seeks to both
entertain and stimulate a conversation. “Art is meant to disturb the
comfortable and comfort the disturbed,” he tells me. “I don't think
about filmmaking as activism. If
you want to be an activist, be an
activist. But you want to be an art-

work since he started directing
shorts, with ‘Support’ being the
first one in 2008, followed by ‘Come
to Harm’ in 2011. “Everything is
autobiographical in one way or
another, and as an author, you are
always drawing on that,” Börkur
admits. “Especially in crime films,
you can tap into what you think are

your own worst qualities and magnify them. Hence someone who is
trafficking drugs and inflicting
violence on people. You would not
necessarily do that yourself but
you wonder how a person gets to
that point.”

DIY interpretation
Engaging the audience by showing enough, rather than too much,
is what the director strives for. In
order to get the viewer to resonate
with the characters of the film,
there has to be room for interpretation. “'Sometimes you just want
the artist to shut up and pull back
and let the work speak for itself,”
says Börkur. “Forcing an interpretation onto the audience by stating
my intentions is something that
I'm very reluctant to.“

Preying on the weak
The English film title is “Vultures” but it was difficult
finding a proper translation
for the Icelandic word “Vargur”. It has a variety of different meanings, referring to
humans and animals alike.
“It can be a predator, a creature that preys on weaker
animals,” Börkur explains.
“It can also mean an outcast.
And, ironically, it can be complementary. Someone who is
ruthless in their pursuit of a
specific goal and will go to
any lengths to achieve it,” he
adds. All of these meanings
carry a certain connection to
the story of the film, to the
environment the characters
are set in as well as the characters themselves.
When asked about his expectations for the success of “Vargur“, Börkur gives a sober answer.
“In my work, I strive for sincerity.
We are all very similar, dealing
with the same essential questions.
If you are a moral person, you are
constantly questioning your own
morality. I think that is what will
attract people to the film.”
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Various Events

Family Mornings
11:00 Andrými
Traditional Music
Beginner's Session
11:00 Andrými
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
Mexican Children's Day Party!
14:00 Grófin Culture House

Monday April 30th
Stand-up Comedy (in English!)
21:00 Gaukurinn
Writing Community Space
18:30 Andrými
How To Become Icelandic In
60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa

Wednesday May 2nd
Speed Dating - Speed Friending!
20:00 Loft
Open-Mic Stand-up Comedy
20:0 Gaukurinn

Miss Vanjie... Miss Vanjie...

Friday April 20th
Rupaul’s Drag Race
Season 10 Viewing Party
20:00 Kiki Queer Bar
Children's Karaoke
16:00 Sólheimar Culture House
Rocky Horror Costume Party 		
Film Screening
20:00 Bíó Paradís

FISH & MORE

SALKA VALKA

Thursday May 3rd
Open Yoga Session
18:00 Andrými
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
Dömur Og Herra Burlesque Show
21:00 Gaukurinn
Prump í Paradís: Troll 2
20:00 Bíó Paradís

Steamed Fresh Fish, Traditional Icelandic Fish ‘Stew’, Fish & Vegan Soups,
Smoked Salmon & Vegan Toppings on Sourdough Bread, Beer, Wine, Coffee & more

SkólavörDustígur 23 • 101 reykjavík

Wednesday April 25th
Open-Mic Stand-up Comedy
20:0 Gaukurinn

Thursday April 26th

Saturday April 21st
How To Become Icelandic In
60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Guided Tour In English
14:00 Safnahúsið - Culture House

Sunday April 22nd
Sunday Yoga
12:00 Loft
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
Lipsync Karaoke
21:00 Kiki Queer Bar
Party Bingo With Sigga Kling
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Family Mornings
11:00 Andrými
The Women's Story Circle:
A New World Map
13:20 Borgarbókasafnið
Traditional Music
Beginner's Session
11:00 Andrými
Face Paintings & Costumes!
13:00 Menningarhús Spönginni
Children's Culture Festival: 		
Pop-Up Adventure Playground
12:00 Hafnarhús

Monday April 23rd

Friday April 27th
Rupaul’s Drag Race
Season 10 Viewing Party
20:00 Kiki Queer Bar
Life Drawing
19:50 ODDSSON
How To Become Icelandic In
60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Friday Party: 'Se7en'
20:00 Bíó Paradís

A GENTLE CREATURE

THE WORKSHOP

Inspired by Dostoyevsky’s short story, Sergei Loznitsa
leads us into the land of crime without punishment – a
journey into the abyss. Opens April 20th (Russian with
English subtitles).

From director Laurent Cantet (The Class) comes a compelling new drama that takes place at a young writer's
workshop. Premieres April 27th (French with English
subtitles).

YOU WERE NEVER REALLY
HERE

FRIDAY NIGHT PARTY
SCREENING: SE7EN

Gripping thriller from director Lynne Ramsay starring
Joaquin Phoenix as a veteran soldier who tracks down
a missing girl for a living. From April 27th.

Two detectives, a rookie and a veteran, hunt a serial killer who uses the seven deadly sins as his motives. Don´t miss out on a great Friday Night Party
screening, April 27th at 20:00!

Saturday April 28th
How To Become Icelandic In
60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Guided Tour In English
14:00 Safnahúsið - Culture House
Gum Printing Workshop
10:00 Íslensk Grafík

Sunday April 29th

U
O
H
Y PM
PP 7
A 5–

Sunday Yoga
12:00 Loft
Lipsync Karaoke
21:00 Kiki Queer Bar
Party Bingo With Sigga Kling
21:00 Sæta Svínið

H

Stand-up Comedy (in English!)
21:00 Gaukurinn
Writing Community Space
18:30 Andrými

Open Yoga Session
18:00 Andrými
Café Lingua: Language Rendezvous
18:00 Sólheimar Culture House
Children's Woodworking Workshop
16:00 Sólheimar Culture House
Smut Slam Reykjavík:
Call Of The Wild
20:00 Gaukurinn
Film Screening:
'Concerning Violence'
20:00 Hafnarhús

ART HOUSE CINEMA & CAFÉ
Hverfisgata 54 • 101 Reykjavik • Iceland • ��� ���� • Full schedule at bioparadis.is

R
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“People have so much
identity to us but
we relate to animals
emotionally. They
represent something
in us.”

Animals

In my work, there are always animals.
I think when you work with painting people, especially doing it in the
streets, people are always so opinionated about the pieces because we relate
to people on a different level than we
relate to animals. People have so much
identity to us but we relate to animals
emotionally. They represent something
in us. There are enough people in the
city so I try to balance things out, you
know, to build a zoo here on the walls.

Toy Machine - ‘Welcome To Hell’ (1996)

Örn Tonsberg, yesterday

Skateboarding was a big thing for me.
Videos like ‘Welcome To Hell’ by Toy
Machine and all that stuff was hugely
inspiring. I used to watch them religiously and that’s something that still
sits with me in my aesthetic, especially
‘Welcome To Hell’.
There was something about the
freedom and energy in skating and the
self-expression, just going out and doing things on your own terms and doing it big. The beauty of skating really
grabbed me.

Hell, Food & The Zoo
With Örn Tonsberg
A few of graffiti artist Örn Tonsberg's favourite things
MAKING OF
AN ARTIST
Words: Örn
Tonsberg
with Hannah
Jane Cohen
Photo:
Julie Rowland

Örn Tonsberg is the definition of a multi-media creator. While he’s primarily
known as a graffiti artist, whose work
you might recognise from the walls
of places like BarAnanas, he’s also a
painter, illustrator, and screen printer.
If that’s not enough, he’s also the rapper
behind 7berg and one of the founders of
Veganæs, a vegan diner which will soon
open in Gaukurinn.
We sat down with Örn to talk about
what made him the artist he is.

Old school MTV & 2def

I remember seeing tags in the background on MTV and being like, “What
is this?” I was immediately crazy interested in it. There was this one shot
in an MTV commercial where this guy
was skating against this tagged wall
and I used to freeze that frame just to
look at that wall, just to look at all the
tags.
There was also this Icelandic graffiti page online called 2def. He used to
take pictures of all the best graffiti in
Iceland on film cameras, develop them,
and then scan them in and put them on
the page weekly or once a month. This
was before camera phones or anything
and I’d just sit and refresh the page
waiting for something new.
I picked up a can when I was maybe
12 or 13 and haven’t stopped since. At
first, the anonymity of it got me, just
being able to go and do something. But
then as it progressed and people started doing better pieces, bigger murals, I
realised it was so much more than just
tagging.

Hip-hop culture

Getting into hip-hop culture back
when I was younger really changed
everything. I’m just a hip-hop head.
Back in the day though, it was hard to
start rapping because it was just a different environment than what it is now.
People would look at you like, why are
you rapping? That’s not your culture.
You’re not supposed to do that. But we
started making music anyway, Rottweiler and me and others.
I just wanted to do everything
in hip-hop. I started out DJing and I
wasn’t good at DJing and then I started rapping and tagging and I was ok at
that so I stuck with it. I even did some
breakdancing too but that didn’t really
work out either. No, there was no career
in breakdancing for me.

Vegan food

You can’t do anything without food.
You need to eat well because food is
the most vital art form. If you want to
make something good, you have to feel
good.

gpv.is/making
Share this + Archives
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AMERICAN BAR
Every day from
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 850 ISK.

A GUIDE THAT
FUCKS YOU UP

A selection from

Every
Happy
Hour
in 101 Reykjavík

Get the
complete
Happy Hour
listings!
Download
our free app
Appy Hour in
the Apple and
Android stores

APÓTEK
Every day from
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 695 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK.
BAR ANANAS
Every day from
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 1.600
ISK.
BAZAAR
Every day from
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 850 ISK.
BRASS KITCHEN
AND BAR
Every day from
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 2.000
ISK.
BRAVÓ
Every day from
11:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.
BRYGGJAN
BRUGGHÚS
Every day from
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 500 ISK,
Wine 950 ISK.
FORRÉTTABARINN
Every day from
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.
GAUKURINN
Every day from
14:00 to 21:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK,
Shots 750 ISK.
HLEMMUR
SQUARE
Every day from
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK,
Cocktails 1.250
ISK.
HÚRRA
Mon-Sat from
18:00 to 21:00,

Sunday from
19:00 to 21:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.
ÍSLENSKI BARINN
Every day from
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.
ÍSAFOLD
Every day from
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.
KAFFIBARINN
Every day from
15:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine (On Wed.)
700 ISK.
KEX HOSTEL
Every day from
15:00 to 19:00.
Beer 650 ISK,
Wine 650 ISK.
KUMIKO
Every day from
17:00 to 19:00.
Beer 850 ISK,
Cocktails 1.700
ISK.
LOFT
Every day from
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 650 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.
MARBAR
Every day from
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 650 ISK.

18:00 and 21:00
to 23:00
Beer 650 ISK,
Wine 650 ISK.
SÆTA SVÍNIÐ
Every day from
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK.
SKY
Every day from
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.
SKÚLI CRAFT BAR
Every day from
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 850 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK.
SÓLON BISTRO
Every day from
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 2 for 1
2,500 ISK.
STOFAN CAFE
Every day from
17:00 to 20:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 950 ISK.
SUSHI SOCIAL
Every day from
17:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK,
Half-priced
cocktails.
EL SANTO
Week days from
17:00 to 19:90,

weekends from
22:00 to 1:00
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK,
Cockails 1.745
ISK.
TAPAS BARINN
Every day from
17:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK.
STÚDENTAKJALLARINN
Every day from
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 650 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK.
UPPSALIR
Every day from
17:00 to 19:00.
2for1:
Beer 900 ISK,
Wine 1.400 ISK,
Cocktails 2.090
ISK.
VEÐUR
Every day from
12:00 to 19:35.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.
ÖLSTOFAN
Every day from
15:00 to 20:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.
SLIPPBARINN
Every day from
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 500 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK.
Selected Cocktail 1.000 ISK.

PABLO DISCOBAR
Every day from
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 1.500
ISK.
PRIKIÐ
Weekdays from
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 600 ISK.
PUBLIC HOUSE
Every day from
15:00 to 18:00,
23:00 to 1:00.
Beer 890 ISK,
Wine 890 ISK.
RED CHILI
Sun-Thur 16:00
to 18:00.
Fri-Sat 16:00 to

Laugavegi 28
537 99 00
sumac@sumac.is
sumac.is

Quality Craft Beer
Featured Happy Hour
LOFT
Bankastræti 7
16:00 to 19:00
Beer 650 ISK
Wine 800 ISK
Now that the
weather is
finally warming
up, there's no better place to get

your after-work
drink than the
balcony at Loft.
The spot has a
mixed crowd of
young, seemingly
hip Icelanders
and tourists. Join
them for a pint.

PROBABLY THE WORLD’S SMALLEST WATCH MANUFACTURER

www.jswatch.com

Aðalstræti 9 • tel: +354 5196455 • Facebook: Skuli Craft Bar
Sun - Thu 15:00 - 23:00 • Fri - Sat 15:00 - 01:00
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Kristín Svala feels good

Tomorrow Will Be
Worse

Kristín Svava Tómasdóttir’s ‘Stormwarning’
published in the U.S.
Words: Björn Halldórsson Photo: Guðrún Elsa Bragadóttir

THE HOME
OF ICELANDIC
SEAFOOD
AND LAMB
APOTEK Kitchen+Bar is a casual-smart
restaurant located in one of Reykjavíks
most historical buildings.
We specialize in fresh seafood
and local ingredients
prepared with a modern twist.

APOTEK KITCHEN+BAR

Austurstræti 16

101 Reykjavík

apotek.is

Although Icelandic literature is
today widely available in other languages, translations of Icelandic
poetry are a relative rarity—this
despite the vibrant Reykjavík poetry scene which has recently seen
an influx of younger poets due to
the efforts of grassroots publishers and festivals. When local poet
Kristín Svava Tómasdóttir was
contacted by Canadian poet K.B.
Thors due to the latter’s interest
in translating Kristín’s poetry,
she consented with the expectation that at most it would lead to
one or two poems being published
in overseas poetry journals.
“I never thought it might lead
to the publication of an entire
collection,” Kristín explains. “Icelandic poetry collections rarely
get published abroad, especially
ones by writers who have never
published a work of prose.” After
several poems had appeared in
English in journals such as the
Harvard Review and EuropeNow,
Thors’s translation of
Kristín’s third book of
poetry, ‘Stormwarning,’ went on to win
the American-Scandinavian
Foundation’s Leif and Inger
Sjöberg Award. This
month, ‘Stormwarning’ will be published in a bilingual edition by Phoneme Media.

Going through that process with
my own poetry is always interesting—weighing individual words
and phrases that have sprouted
naturally in Icelandic, having to
explain myself and consider my
attempts at mood and meaning.”

Taking poetry off its
pedestal

Thors, who hails from rural Alberta, has a unique connection
with Iceland through her paternal
grandparents, who immigrated
to Canada from Iceland some 60
years ago. The two poets worked
over email and later performed
together at a reading event in a
bar in Reykjavík, taking turns
reading the original poetry and
the translations and also delivering found poems that they discovered in the bar’s bathroom stall.
“We had an immediate connection,” Kristín reminisces. “I answered any questions that she had,
read her translation and made
comments if I found something
required more specificity. I’m a
translator myself but I’ve mostly
translated dead writers, so this
was an enjoyable change of pace.

Kristín is also a historian; her
book on the history of pornography in Iceland is due to be published in the fall. The two fields of
her writing career inform one another while remaining separate
identities of her author’s persona.
“History and poetry are both
concerned with textual nuances
and emphasis and the construction of meaning,” she explains.
“I´m interested in many of the
same themes in history and in
poetry: the gap between the past
and the present, obviously, but
also the gap between theory and
action, the physical and the intellectual, the spiritual and the
material. Still, the forms are so
vastly different. In history, you
present your case in an organised fashion, put it in context
and argue the point. Poetry is
raw, chaotic, ambiguous. There’s
a level of gut-feeling in my poems that I try to keep intact.”

Although 'Stormwarning' is in
many ways a more meditative
work than Kristín’s previous
books, it is nevertheless branded
with her unique balance of social criticism and the scathing
wit and humour that she uses
to unravel the old-guard conDistorting meaning
servative rhetoric often overthrough found
heard in Icelandic hot-tubs. It
language
also touts a self-awareness that
is sometimes lacking in toPerhaps in a historian’s attempt to
day’s online call-out culture.
document our current moment,
“I like writers—and people
the references that 'Stormwarnoverall—that can laugh at theming' pulls into the text go far beselves while sticking to their poyond literature and poetry, reachlitical and artistic
ing into the chasms of online
principles,” Kristín
debates and comment sections to
says. “I’m a great
pluck out phrases and sentences
supporter of using
that Kristín weaves into the imhumour in literature
agery and structure of her poems.
and prefer books
“The randomness and familthat are fun
iarity of that type of language
to read—at
suit my purposes,” she says.
least
on
“Taking common
some level. I don’t mean
rhetoric
and
that all writers should
subverting it,
turn themselves into
putting it into
jesters, but I tire easan
unfamiliar
ily of authors that
context and using
take
themselves
it to distort the potoo
seriously.
etry itself, you can’t
People have this
do things like that
tendency to put
so easily as a histopoetry on a pedrian.” Her prized findestal,
which
ing was the quote that
I really hate.
inspired the collection’s
For
example,
title: meteorologist and
Icelandic poetry translaweather reporter Birta
tions often use formal or outright
Líf Kristinsdóttir’s compompous language even when
ment in the dark of the Icelandic
the original text doesn’t warwinter that “tomorrow will be
rant it, which does
worse but that does
a disservice to the
not mean that togpv.is/lit
poet and alienates
day isn’t bad,” which
Share this + Archives
readers. A decent
captured Kristín’s
work of literature
imagination.
has to work on multiple levels,
“It’s such a fantastic sumbut I want my writing to also
ming up of Icelandic weather!”
work on the most basic of levShe laughs. “Any meteorologist
els so that the reader can find
worth their salt should be proud
some enjoyment without having
of coining such a phrase.”
to steep themselves in context.”

“People have
this tendency to put
poetry on a
pedestal.”

A cross-continental
cooperation

The historian and the
poet
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FANCIES is a new feature where we get to know how Reykjavík's

most fashion-forward figures think about style.

Eygló Margarét Lárusdóttir (36) is the fashion
designer behind label EYGLO, and the winner
of Fashion Design Of The Year at the 2017
Reykjavík Grapevine Design Awards.
Words: Hannah Jane Cohen Photo: Art Bicnick

Wearing:
▶▶ Earrings by Jessie Harris (from Kiosk)
▶▶ Out of Control T-shirt by EYGLO & Egill
Sæbjörnsson (from Kiosk)
▶▶ Pants by Henrik Vibskov
(from Stefánsbúð/p3)
▶▶ Shoes by Christopher Kane
(from somewhere on the internet)
Describe your style in 5 words:
Colourful, fun, playful, hot, trollish?
Favourite stores in Reykjavík:
Kiosk and Stefánsbúð/p3 on Ingólfsstræti.
Favourite piece:
Pieces—two of my pink sweaters. One is
from Henrik Vibskov from Stefánsbúð/p3
and the other one from Milla Snorrason in
Kiosk. Yes, that’s where I get almost all my
clothing.

Least Favourite Trend:
Fake eyelashes and eyebrows, and too
much makeup in general. I just don’t get it,
unless you’re doing something very creative
with it.
Lusting After:
Getting my porcelain and gold troll claw
earrings to Kiosk. Also summer.
Fancies is a Grapevine segment
where we highlight an individual with
supreme style. Know someone with
incredible aesthetics? E-mail us at
grapevine@grapevine.is

ICELANDIC GASTROPUB

LOCAL
FOOD AND BEER

Tasty and fun food made with fresh and local Icelandic ingredients.
We offer a unique selection of Icelandic beer – 20 bottled, 10 on draft,
and artisan cocktails to enjoy alongside the food.

Drop by for lunch, late lunch, dinner or drinks in a casual and fun atmosphere.
Open 11:30–23:30

Hafnarstræti 1–3 / Tel. 555 2900 / saetasvinid.is

Food

Find the best
food in Iceland!
Download our
free dining
app, CRAVING on
the Apple and
Android stores

any pans
for
luncH?
Welcometo Iðnó! Rene Boonekamp, right

Everything
Is Possible

Café Iðnó

Words: Shruthi Basappa Photo: Julie Rowland

icelandic "plokkfiskur"
Onion, garlic, potatoes,
celery, lime, white wine,
cream and butter

1,950 isk

arcTic cHar
Honey, almonds, cherry–
tomatoes, lemon and butter

2,200 isk
redfisH

Chili, celery root, sour cream,
corn, lemon and cream

2,200 isk
plaice

Tomatoes, capers, parsley,
lemon and butter

2,200 isk

salmon (lacTose–free)
Parsnip, broccoli, cashews,
coconut oil, chili and lemon

2,200 isk

our fisH pans are always served
wiTH buTTer–fried icelandic
poTaToes & fresH salad

A place for the people
René displays an infectiously calm
demeanour as he explains what
his intentions for the house are.
‘’We really see it as a public place,”
he says. “We want folks to come
in, have some coffee, read a paper,
meet some people, see what’s going on in the evenings.”
Iðnó has always
been a popular
venue for weddings, wakes
and everything
in between. The
eggshel l blue
main hall conti nues to host
private and corp orate event s,
and intimate music concerts, and
the new management has kept a
low key profile.
‘’We haven’t gone all-out about
the changes,” says René. “We have
an event almost every day. That’s
what’s exciting about a space like
this. Every day can be different,
with everything from a children’s
play, to a political gathering, to a
party. Everything is possible.’’

“Culture always
changes and
moves on—it’s
that combination
of old and new
that you get here.”

Moment of silence
Chef Pálmi Jónsson appears on cue,
with a-moment-of-silence-worthy
plate of pickled herring, the generous slices of silky silð piled high
over toasted rye, with pickled and
fried onions. Honestly, I haven’t
tasted better. The menu is suitably
small, the prices affordable, and the
beer and coffee free-flowing. It’s a
comfortable and casual environment that warrants long, leisurely
afternoons.
Iðnó is one of a handful of spaces
in Reykjavík that manages to nail
nostalgia without veering into tourist-trap gimmicks. It has an honesty, sincerity, and a sense of genuine community shining through
the space. “We want to respect the
culture and history of the building
as a cultural place,” finishes René.
“Culture always changes and moves
on, and it’s that combination of old
and new that you get here.”
We couldn’t agree more.

MANY AWARDS
BEST THAI FOOD 2017
a l s o b e s t 2 0 0 9, 2 0 1 0, 2 0 1 1, 2 0 1 2, 2 0 1 3, 2 0 1 4, 2 0 1 5 A N D 2 0 1 6

BanThai
RESTAURANT

----------------------------

FISH panS

We’re sitting by the window seats,
overlooking Tjörnin. It’s a wet
Saturday morning, but outside,
resolute tourists and renegade
seagulls are locked in their mutual feeding frenzy/photo opportunity fervour.
It’s quaint to be watching this
everyday spectacle unfold from
the warm comfort of what is
today,a rg uably
one of the most
charming timber structures in
downtown Reykjavík. Built upon
the completion
of T j ör n i n i n
1896, and initially a union house
for workers, Iðnó
is a storied and recently revitalised destination for all things social, cultural and musical.
René Boonekamp, an artist and
champion of the sustainable—
together with chef Pálmi Jónsson from Bergsson Mathús—has
turned the wings by the main hall
into a cosy café area. What better
spot to people watch, geese gaze
and catch an indie concert after?

w w w . b a n t h a i . i s

Always been the best from the reviews
in our local people and local newspaper.
There's a reason why we get an award

lækjargaTa 6b, 101 rvk · 546 0095 · messinn@messinn.com

every once a year

all our menus, we make our own way
Do not get stuck with other Thai foods you have eaten

Idyllic idling in the revitalised Iðnó

Visitors to Iðnó are now greeted by a
cheery bar instead of a front desk. It
was a deliberate choice. “We wanted
people to see the bar when they walk
in,” says René. “You’re welcomed by
the people that work here.”
This people-first attitude seems
to be the reason why Iðnó even has
a café. “We wanted it to be not too
fancy, and not too crazy,” says René.
“A place where different things are
always going on—and some good
food as well.”

Laugavegur 130, Hlemmur, 105 Reykjavík Tel : 6 9 2 - 0 5 6 4, 55 - 22 - 444
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A natural wine paradise secreted away at Port 9

A New Hope

The inspiring world of natural
wines on show at Port 9
Words: Björn Teitsson Photo: Art Bicnick
Natural wines, or “nature wines,”
are taking the world by storm. At
least, the hyper-consuming yet
woke nations of Scandinavia, the
British Isles, Italy and France.
Iceland is even on the brink of
being conquered, which perhaps
explains the very nice turnout for
a wine tasting event in late April,
organized by Port 9 (a hidden
gem of a wine bar in downtown
Reykjavík) and Arnar Bjarnason,
a natural wine enthusiast and importer.
Arnar has been doing wine
tasting events through his website (v i nbond i n n.i s)
for quite some time.
He has noticed a growing interest in natural
wines. The most frequent question he gets
is still, however, what
they are exactly.
“W hen it comes to natural
wines and organic wines, the difference lies in the mass production and in technical and chemical interference,” he says. “Strictly
speaking, natural wines are made
with no interference—nothing
added, and nothing taken out, in
the growing process, or fermentation.”

Small batch
Like natural wines, “organic”
wines are made using organically grown grapes. However, once
harvested, the wine is made using
technical manipulation—with the
addition of sulphites—and therefore organic wine can be mass
produced. “Natural wine farmers
operate on a much smaller scale,”
says Arnar. “Some produce annual batches of only 60 bottles. It
would be impossible to mass produce natural wines. That’s what I
love about it.”
A rnar is wel l
known within the Icelandic culinary world
as one of the founders
of Frú Lauga, Iceland’s
first place of organic
alimentation for gourmets and professional
kitchens alike. And it was through
his love of anything organic that
drew him to natural wines.
“The vineyards are usually only
one piece of a farm, so the wine
is a part of something greater.”
he continues. “A natural chain
that’s brought to life when tasting the wine. Every component of
the earth hangs together, and that

“This is a
gift to us
from the
earth.”

fascinates me.”
As well as their flavour, natural
wines are noticeable by their colour. “It’s unfiltered,” says Arnar,
“so it might be a cloudy yellow or
orange. People are used to golden
mass-produced wine, obtained
by filtering. You basically have to
redefine everything about experiencing wine and how it is valued.”

In the DNA
Comedian, poet and TV presenter Dóri DNA has also become a
champion of natural wines. He
was never really a wine guy before, but “I’m mesmerized,” he admits. “I was the guy who ordered
the house red, but this is something different. I’d equate the feeling of drinking natural wines to a
natural high.”
Dóri was introduced to natural
wines in Paris last winter. “That
trip was the gateway drug,” he
says. “People told my wife and I
to check out the Action Bronson
episode on Paris, where he was
tasting natural wines. So we did.
There was natural wine in abundance. It’s all we drank. Now it’s
all I think about.”
Dóri does not mince words.
“This is a gift to us from the
earth,” he says. “This event at Port
9 fills me with hope for mankind.
It’s something new and different
for us to enjoy and hold on to. In
a world where everything is used
up, it’s exactly what we need.”

gpv.is/food
Share this + Archives

Reykjavik

Est. 2012

FRENCH ONION SOUP

Icelandic Ísbúi cheese, croûtons
2.300.kr

MOULES MARINIÈRES

steamed mussels from Breiðafjörður
2.400.kr

F I S H O F T H E D AY
chef´s special
3.800.kr

1 0 1 Ó Ð I N S T O R G R E Y K J AV Í K Í S L A N D S N A P S B I S T R O . I S
snapsbistro@snapsbistro.is +354 5116677
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The majestic Snæfellsnes Peninsula is known as "Iceland in miniature."

From The Sea To
The Sky
Snæfellsnes gifted us twenty-four hours
of Icelandic wonders
Words: Hannah Jane Cohen Photos: Art Bicnick

Distance
from Reykjavík:
150 km
Car provided by:
gocarrental.is
Accomodation
provided by:
hotelbudir.is
How to get there:
Take Route One
north then Routes
54, 55, and rejoin
Route 54

Snæfellsnes is oft called the “Iceland
in miniature,” a name that refers to
the fact that a day trip there affords
visitors most of the natural phenomena that Iceland is famous for. There
are black sand beaches, geothermal
hot pools, a glacier, a volcano beneath said glacier, as well as sprawling valleys, vast grasslands, picturesque fishing villages, and rugged
lava fields. It’s pretty much a stopover
travellers dream but doesn’t have the
same overwhelming concentration
of tourists like the Golden Circle. In
Snæfellsnes, yours will often be the
only car on a mountain road, and you
might get some privacy while you dip
your toes into the Atlantic at one of
the peninsula’s many beaches. It harkens back to a simpler time, before
cheap airfares.
Our trip there began with another
facet of the mini-Iceland experience.
The weather was balmy when we set
out from Reykjavík, but as we reached
the halfway point of Borgarnes, the
heavens opened, and we were quickly enveloped by a snowstorm. It was
exciting, and vaguely terrifying, but
we cautiously continued on our way,
marvelling at how the whole environ-

ment can change from moment to
moment. The black lava fields turned
into white badlands until we abruptly
left the snowy area, and they resurfaced through a murky fog.

and slid around the hull of the boat
often grabbing each other for stability. There were a lot of photographers
on the boat, so it felt like life-or-death.
Don’t drop that Canon!

A feast for Frigg

Feeding time

Nevertheless, we arrived at the seaside town of Stykkishólmur right on
time, scrambling on board the infamous “Viking Sushi” pleasure boat.
After casting off from Stykkishólmur’s secluded harbour, the ship
meandered around the Breiðafjörður
bay, stopping every so often to near a
notable rock face or a bird cliff. Even
for those unfamiliar with the peculiarities of Iceland’s geology or fauna,
it’s spectacular. A narrator provided
extra information over the on-deck
PA; I casually tuned in and out as we
wove between the islands, sometimes
wanting to experience the grandeur
of the various sites without interruption.
Although the weather wasn’t ideal,
that didn’t diminish the beauty of the
islands, instead giving them a primordial wild feel. Surrounded by mist
and pelting rain, us travellers slipped

After close to 45 minutes, the boat
halted and we crowded around a massive slop trough in the rear, watching
as a net full of goodies was delicately
raised from the choppy waters. It was
finally the “Viking Sushi” portion.
One worker pulled the net open and
the trough was immediately covered
by stacks of seafloor dwellers—clams,
mussels, sea urchins, and even some
starfish.
The worker then started opening
clams, scallops and mussels, handing them out to the hungry patrons.
Polite queues forgotten, we scrambled
to get our own nibble, and weren’t
disappointed—the mussels were flavourful, the fresh clams indescribably
juicy, far beyond what you’d get at any
restaurant. The real standout was the
sea urchin. While restaurant sea urchin often has a weird consistency,
with a popping sensation when bitten
into, this was melt-in-the-mouth delectable.

Coastal views & silent
fjords

The Northern Lights appear over Hótel Buðir

While the food was plentiful, it was
nowhere near enough for a meal, so
after disembarking, we made a pit
stop at the Narfeyrarstofa eatery. I
opted for the lamb, while my companion ordered the fish of the day, fresh
from the fjord. Both were proved why
Narfeyrarstofa has a reputation as one
of the best restaurants in the west.
To reach Hótel Búðir, we decided to
round the Snæfellsnes peninsula for
some sightseeing. The weather was
still patchy and changeable, but that’s
a given on Iceland road trips. It’s best
to expect the worst, and treat each
moment of sunshine as a blessing. Approach an Icelandic road trip this way,
and you’ll never be disappointed.
There’s a lot to see in this area.
Bjarnarhöfn has a gorgeous tract

of lava fields, and beyond that are
wide, wild fjords full of seabirds. The
peak of Kirkjufell mountain comes
into view outlined by awe-inspiring
coastal views, and as you get to the
peninsula tip, there’s the white sands
of Skarðsvík and black sand of Djúpalónssandur battling it out for most
beautiful. Towering over all of this is
the sparkling Snæfellsjökull glacier—
a wonder of Iceland, if there ever was
one.

A surprise ending
We arrived at Búðir just in time for
dinner. Opting for the tasting menu,
we were treated to a perfectly light
fish soup, succulently tender lamb fillet, and delicate sorbet dessert. It was
still light outside as we finished, so
we strolled outside to experience the
famous vista around Búðir. The hotel is surrounded by a landscape that
feels like an oil painting. There are
lava fields, mountains, an old church
and the coastline, all melding into a
360° panorama that is, without hyperbole, truly unforgettable.
After drifting off to sleep, I was unexpectedly awoken by the room’s tele-

“The sparkling
Snæfellsjökull glacier
is a wonder of Iceland,
if there ever was one.”
phone. Answering groggily, I heard
an excited voice telling me to come
outside. The gleeful cries of fellow
guests flew in through my window
as I opened it up to look skywards.
Sitting in the window-frame, I dangled my feet outside and gazed up at
green aurora sweeping across the sky.
They danced high up in the atmosphere, and I froze, transfixed. Well,
I thought, now I really have gotten my
mini-Iceland experience.

gpv.is/travel
Follow all our travels

In comes the catch

The feast begins

Main sponsor:

One the many islands

Taste the
best of Iceland
ICELANDIC GOURMET FEAST

Dinner at Narfeyrarstofa eatery

Starts with a shot of the infamous Icelandic
spirit Brennívín
Followed by 7 delicious tapas
• Smoked puffin with blueberry“brennivín” sauce
• Icelandic Arctic Charr with peppers-salsa
• Lobster tails baked in garlic
• Pan-fried line caught blue ling with lobster-sauce
• Grilled Icelandic lamb Samfaina
• Minke Whale with cranberry-sauce
Snæfellsjökull, seen from Hellnar

And for dessert
• White chocolate "Skyr" mousse with passion
fruit coulis

8.690 kr.
late night dining
A walk along the rocky coast

Our kitchen is open
until 23:30 on weekdays
and 01:00 on weekends

RESTAURANT- BAR
Vesturgata 3B | 101 Reykjavík | Tel: 551 2344 | www.tapas.is
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In under an hour, we realised that
whilst the ski resort of Siglufjörður
is brilliant for experienced skiers, it’s
not so great for young beginners like
our sons. We had a complicated choice
to make—either to teach our kids to
ski on the steep slopes of Skarðsdal,
risking broken bones as they burned
down the hills without control, or to
head for the comfortable beginner’s
slopes of Hlíðarfjall, an hour-long
drive away in Akureyri. Of course, I
argued that as it was Good Friday, a
broken leg would be fitting to the occasion. But my girlfriend disagreed.
More driving it was.

The beautiful north
On the way was the Héðinsfjarðargöng
tunnel. It’s the longest in Iceland, and
it shortens the drive considerably. It’s
also a lot safer than navigating the
unpredictable weather over the high
heath of some godforsaken mountain.
Next, we passed through the small
towns of Ólafsfjörður and Dalvík. We
drove beside the beautiful Eyjafjörður,
and we could see a small fishing boat
in the middle of the fjord. Sunbeams
broke through the thick grey clouds,
hitting the endless sea near the boat.
Hrísey was close by, the small island
in the huge fjord of Eyjafjörður with a
town of a few hundred people. It was a
dreamlike scene.

The majestic mountains of the north, just waiting to be skied down

Jesus Was
A Skier

The Easter miracle
The boys picked up skiing before
noon, and by the afternoon we were

“There’s nothing
better than an early
morning adrenaline
rush and a stunning
view to wake you up.”

An Easter family getaway to the slopes of Siglufjörður
Words : Valur Grettisson Photos: Hanna Ólafsdóttir

Distance from
Reykjavík:
383 km
Accommodation
provided by:
hotelsiglunes.is
How to get there:
Take Route One
North, then Routes
74, 744, 75 & 76

It was a sunny Maundy Thursday when
my family and I drove from Reykjavík
to Siglufjörður. We had almost four
hours of driving ahead of us and two
kids in the back seat, aged four and
nine. We were in Mosfellsbær–still approximately 375 kilometres away from
our destination–when the older one
first asked: “Are we there yet?” It was
going to be a long ride.
Sure enough, almost four hours
later when all our phones were dead,
the sky had turned grey, and everybody was strung out from sloppy Ring
Road burgers, the only thing I could
think was, “Jesus got off easy.”

Extremities of Icelanders
Then we arrived in the beautiful old
town of Siglufjörður. It was once leg-

endary as a herring fishing boom
town, but that adventure didn’t end
well, and is now a cautionary tale that
tells of the extreme nature of Icelanders. In the 1960s, Siglufjörður herring
made up 40% of all Iceland’s export
earnings but, in our greed, we overfished grotesquely until the herring
literally disappeared in one day. That’s
Iceland for you; one day, we’re king of
the hill, and the next... well, we’re not.
The town of Siglufjörður is surrounded by brutal mountains that
block the sun out for part of the day.
On one side of the town there are avalanche defences, reminding you of the
fleeting nature of life, and implying
that lives have been lost to the elements in this tiny town of 1,000 occupants.

Broken legs
After a cosy night at Siglunes Guesthouse, we decided to laugh in the face
of such snowy doom, and take the
family skiing as planned. I had some
morning coffee and tried to keep my
boys focused on the task of dressing
and getting in the car. It didn’t go well,
but they ended up in the car anyway,
after some very subtle threats. I tried
to comfort myself with that thought
that Jesus would have done the same
thing. Right?
It was Good Friday, the day when
Jesus underwent his torture, so I
didn’t really complain as I paid around
30,000 ISK for three skiing day passes,
some ski goggles, and some rented
gear for my girlfriend (we’d left hers at
home, of course).

OUTDOOR
ADVENTURES
MOUNTAINGUIDES.IS • INFO@MOUNTAINGUIDES.IS • TEL: +354 587 9999

A well deserved rest

on our way down the beginner slopes
like seasoned pros. We felt like a proper bourgeois family as we skied down
the slopes of Hlíðarfjall, laughing and
grinning like it was some ‘80s flick
about ski instructors. The weather
was sunny and the view over Akureyri
and Eyfjafjörður from the top of the
mountain was breathtaking. Nobody
broke their leg. We called it the Easter
miracle.
Everybody was tired in the evening, but Eyjafjörður didn’t lose it’s
incredible beauty on the drive back.
Two days later we were back to Reykjavík—tired, a little sunburnt, with the
mountains in our veins, still hearing
the sound of the skis cutting through
the perfect snow.
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Hótel Siglunes

HÓTEL
BORG

Let's hit the slopes!

JAMIESITAL IAN .IS
Jamie’s Italian, Hótel Borg Pósthússtræti 11 101 Reykjavík / SÍMI: 578 2020

Travel
ICELANDIC
SEAFOOD
makes world’s best sushi

Distance from Reykjavík: 615 km
How to get there: Fly from Reykjavík, or drive Route One
Car provided by: hertz.is
Flight provided by: airicelandconnect.com
Acommidation provided by: icealandairhotels.com

Egilsstaðir

Arts, crafts and organic produce in Iceland’s
eastern capital
Words: John Rogers Photos: Timothée Lambrecq
Lake Lagarfljót is sometimes as still as a mirror

Iceland’s eastern capital of Egilsstaðir is an administrative and
travel hub for the area, situated
directly on Route One. There’s a
domestic airport that’s a convenient and often picturesque onehour flight from Reykjavík, and the
town also sits right on the shore
of Lake Lagarfljót. You can reach
most of the Eastfjords within an
hour or two by car, making it the
perfect jumping off point to explore this part of the country.

The best of Icelandic produce
with a nod to Japan and South
America. Modern Icelandic
flavours, share plates and award
winning cocktails.

SOCIALIZE
WITH THE
LOCALS

Stay: Icelandair Hotel
Herað or Gistihúsið
There are lots of accommodation
options in Egilsstaðir, from small
guesthouses to cabins to a campsite, but the two main hotels are a
stone’s throw from each other. Gistihúsið Egilsstaðir, also known as
The Lake Hotel, is metres from the
shore of Lake Lagarfljót; Icelandair
Hotel Herað sits just over Route
One. Both have well-appointed
rooms at a reasonable price.

Eat: Salt
Open all year round, this airy and
comfortable restaurant has a dizzying array of menu options, from
seafood and meat dishes to curries, pizzas, burgers, and a strong
selection of vegetarian and vegan
fare. There are window seats, cosy
booths, and a bright greenhouse
area where you can catch a few
rays. It’s a super-reliable choice,
whatever your mood.

Our kitchen is open
17.00–23.00 sun.–thu.
17.00–24.00 fri.–sat.
Sushi Social
Þingholtsstræti 5 • 101 Reykjavík
Tel. 568 6600 • sushisocial.is

est forests line its shores, many
of which have camping ground,
guesthouses, and networks of hiking paths. Picnic spots are dotted
along the road that circles the lake,
and many of them have breathtaking views.

Shop: Hús handanna
This local art and design store
is in an odd mall-like building,
but don’t let that fool you. They
have everything from decorative
wooden carvings to hand-knitted
sweaters, vinyl records, homewares, paintings, gift cards, and
lots more. Much of it is locally
made, sometimes with the name of
the artist attached, but you’ll also
find products from bigger Icelandic companies and a smattering of
Scandinavian design.

Visit: The
Slaughterhouse
Gallery
Housed in a former meat processing plant, this local culture
centre features a year-round arts
programme, with a focus on theatre and dance performance. It’s
foreboding exterior hides a network of spaces, including an artists residency and a sound studio.
There are workshops, lecture,
exhibitions, and performances:
check their website for the schedule and seasonal opening hours.

Road trip: Lagarfljót
Lake Lagarfljót is a serpentine
body of water that dominates the
area. Several of Iceland’s larg-

Bathe: Egilsstaðir
Town Pool
The town pool is a quintessential
example of what an Icelandic municipal pool should be like. Despite
its location in a sports centre, the
pool is overlooked by statuesque
rocky crags and there are trees
planted within the grounds, giving it a natural feel. You can bask
in the hot pots, steam in the sauna, plunge into the cold pot, or do
lengths to your heart’s content. It’s
a gem.

Visit: Móðir Jörð
Organic Farm
Although it’s absolutely unsafe and
completely closed in the winter,
the steepest mountain track in Iceland is a spectacular drive, should
you be there during summer. Driving from Vopnafjorður, you’ll pass
the Gljúfursáfoss waterfall before
crawling through some high and
mountainous scree slopes with
views to the sea, then cruising past
the Heraðssandur black beach to
Egilsstaðir.
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Island Life

Hot news from the Icelandic countryside
Words: Paul Fontaine
58 lambs on a farm in east Iceland
needed to be put down because they were
malnourished. Authorities have reportedly made repeated complaints about
conditions at the
farm, although the
location of the farm
was not revealed,
and no word has
been made if
any action
will be taken
against
the farmer
running the
place.

In brighter sheep
news, a farm in the
Westfjords has
begun using a
drone to herd
sheep. The
farmers
describe
the drone
as “revolutionary” for their work,
as it can be
used to not
only herd
sheep but also
search for ones that
have wandered off. And
you thought drones
were only good for
annoying you during
a quiet moment in the
countryside.

A woman in south Iceland won 20 million ISK in the lottery, and she has a mouse to thank. She was reportedly on her drive
home when she received a call asking her to pick up mouse traps from a store. At the store she stopped at, she bought a
lottery ticket on a lark. You won’t win if you don’t play, as they say.

Best Of Iceland

A selection of winners from our Best Of Iceland travel magazine

South: Best Café
Rósakaffi,
Hveragerði

West: Best Budget
Acommidation
Freezer Hostel, Rif

North: Best Bar
Microbar & Bed,
Sauðárkrókur

Built in a converted greenhouse,
this quirky café is perfect for a
relaxing day out or a snack stop.
They serve breakfast, and offer
both a soup and dish of the day.
Plus, they have ice cream. “It’s
brand new, but it really is a good
café,” said the panel.

Freezer Hostel has a cosy bar, hostel rooms, and a theatre space that
holds regular events, including
live music and plays. They recently staged an adaptation of Jules
Verne’s classic ‘Journey To Centre
of the Earth’—a story that begins
just up the road at Snæfellsjökull.

Consider a pilgrimage to this watering hole in Sauðárkrókur (the farm
where Gæðingur is brewed is just a
little ways out of town). Here, their
signature ales and lagers are always
on tap, alongside quirkier varietals.
And then, like the name implies, you
can sleep it off upstairs.

4.9
4.8
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POP CULTURE

Comics In
Icelandic Sold For
Up To 30,000 ISK
Getting rich on Asterix & Obelix
WELL, YOU ASKED

“When I started to collect these comic
books around the year 2000, they were
not considered literature,” says comic
collector Magnús Kristinsson. “I could
get them for free or for a few krónur. But
as more and more people my age , who
grew up with these books, realized that
they wanted to read these books again
themselves or for their children, it became some kind of ‘cult’ to have these
old books.”

The Learning-To-SpeakIcelandic Edition
Words: John Rogers
Góðan daginn!
I wanted to ask you how one can learn
Icelandic? It seems just impossible.
Bestu kveðjur,
Someone that has been studying Icelandic for over a year.

The Icelandic language, whilst being an evocative, melodious, poetic
tongue, is truly an absolute motherfucker to learn. It sounds like you’ve
tried the classes, so we suggest the Bart
Simpson method (remember when he
was stuck in a French-speaking fosterfamily?) of just completely immersing
yourself in an Icelandic-only environment—working on a farm, say—and
hoping it just soaks in until, one bright
day, you start to spontaneously understand everything.

Adapting to Icelandic
culture
Words:
Phil Uwe Widiger
Illustration:
Courtesy of
Magnús

Magnús is the founder of the Facebook
group “Teiknimyndasögur” (“comics,”
in English) which was created to buy or
sell comic books in Icelandic and to exchange any comic-related knowledge.
The period 1970-85 can be considered
a “golden age” of native and translated
comics in Iceland.
“According to my list, there are more

The proud comic collector

than 500 Icelandic comics books, not
counting all the monthly or weekly papers like Andrés Önd (aka Donald Duck),”
says Magnús. “Some of the translated
comics are very special, like Ástríkur
(aka Asterix), for example. I think that
in all other countries except Iceland they
retained the original names like Asterix
and Obelix which is a big trademark by
now. I appreciate how the translators
adapted the text and story to Icelandic
culture.”
In 2014 the Froskur publishing house
started to publish Ástríkur books again.
“I heard that the hardest thing was to
keep the Icelandic names ‘Ástríkur’,
‘Steinríkur’ and others,” says Magnús,

“but Froskur is doing a great job of promoting the Icelandic comics culture to
people of all ages.”

The great hunt
Today, some of the rarest comic books
like “Tinni í Sovétríkjunum" (aka TIntin
in the Land of the Soviets), "Ástríkur"
and the comics by Kjartan Arnórsson
are sold for 30,000 ISK or more. “The
best way to start collecting is to join
the Facebook group and try to buy or
exchange comic books with other members,” finishes Magnús. “Many of us also
scavenge the second hand markets like
Góði Hirðirinn.” Let the hunt begin!

First day of Summer: Reykjavik is getting fit

Dear Grapevine,
I have been learning Icelandic for six
months now, and I’m struggling. I am
fluent in Danish and sometimes it gets
confused in my mind. Generally speaking, do Icelanders get annoyed when
people speak Danish with them, or do
they understand?
Sabrina Smith

Hey Sabrina,
Danish is taught in Icelandic schools—
although one Grapeviner said: “we
don't really know Danish if we don't
live in Denmark, we just hear some
choking sounds when the Danes try
to talk to us.” So although it’s a functional bridge language in some cases,
it might be perceived as the assumption that Icelandic is still a Danish
colony in others. Or they might just try
and perform the Heimlich manoeuvre
on you.
Good luck out there.
The Grapevinea solution of water, salt
and vinegar, and hang branches of
mint in hidden corners of the house.
Keep us posted!
Send your unsolvable (UNTIL NOW)
problems to editor@grapevine.is

CITY SHOT
by Art Bicnick

NO BUN
NO FUN

PROBABLY THE WORLD’S SMALLEST WATCH MANUFACTURER

www.jswatch.com

ferry across
the water
brjánslækur
flatey
stykkishólmur

akranes
reykjavík

BUY
DIRECTLY
FROM
THE PEOPLE
WHO
MAKE
THEM

landeyjahöfn
vestmannaeyjar

Iceland’s largest ferry operator offers exciting tours in
West-Iceland and to Vestmannaeyjar of the South coast.

Skólavörðustígur 19 • Borgartún 31
handknitted.is
t +354 552 1890

Book your trip on seatours.is

AURORA REYKJAVÍK
THE NORTHERN LIGHTS CENTER

Can’t catch the Northern Lights?
Don’t worry, we have already done it for you!

MULTIMEDIA EXHIBITION

360° VIRTUAL REALITY

TIME-LAPSE MOVIE THEATER

Maritime
museum
CCP
Icelandair
Hótel Marina

Aurora
Reykjavík

The old
harbour
Harpa
Music hall
Reykjavík
Art museum
Kolaportið
flea market

Grandagarður 2 | 101 Reykjavík
Tel: +354 780 4500
Bus 14 | Free Parking
www.aurorareykjavik.is

Open daily 09:00 - 21:00

10%
OFF
with this voucher
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Words: Björn Halldórsson
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The following is one of the many job applications the author has sent to advertising firms in his career as a writer.
Dear ad company,
I would like a job in advertising. You see,
ad company, I’m very tired. I’ve tried to be
a writer all year, and it’s not working out so
well. Did you know that Murakami wakes
up at five every morning to write, and then
runs a half-marathon in the afternoon? I
read it in his book about running. It kind of
ruined my year. Now I can’t watch Netflix
or drink in the afternoon without feeling
like a loser.
Also, lately I’ve been seeing a lot of pictures online from friends of mine who are
writers. Their desks and walls are covered
with post-it notes—all kinds of ideas for
characters and plot twists and things. It
seems like they’ve all got a plan and know
what happens next. I’ve never been good
with post-it notes. I just write until I get to
a place that feels like an ending, and if that
doesn’t happen I’m screwed.
I think I’m done, dear ad company. I don’t
want to be a writer anymore. I want to be
in advertising. I think I could be an asset
to you. I’ve seen lots of ads. Once you start
looking for them, they’re everywhere! I don’t
think I would struggle as much to find an
ending for an ad as I do for a story. Most ads
are very short, very minimal—which I like.
They just get in and get out. They’re very
Raymond Carver, that way. I’m sure Carver
would have been a great ad-man. Murakami,
not so much. Too wordy. I’m also very minimal. These days it feels like I never finish
anything. And I’m good at selling. I sell-out
all the time. You should know as this is the
fifth letter I’ve sent you, pleading for work.
I can’t promise that I’ll be the most fun
at team-building exercises or staff parties
but I know my way around a spell-check
and if you tell me what you want and when,
I’ll get it done. After all, that’s what appeals
to me so much about advertising: being
told what to write about. I’m sick of trying
to figure it out by myself.
I thank you for your time. I remain,
yours truly:
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Björn Halldórsson, writer.

FROM:

SOUTH COAST
CLASSIC

BOOK ONLINE

MOUNTAINGUIDES.IS • INFO@MOUNTAINGUIDES.IS • TEL: +354 587 9999

IN BUS
AUDIO GUIDE

OPEN 24
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BOOK YOUR ADVENTURE NOW - AVALABLE ASSISTANCE 24/7

WWW.RSS.IS • +354 497 5000 • INFO@RSS.IS

