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Cure-approved coldwave trio Kælan Mikla have 
grown up and blown up 

Words: Rex Beckett   Photos: Hörður Sveinsson

The Cold Front

Kælan Mikla:



Claudia Schultz is an 
organised German 
currently studying 
English literature 
and linguistics at the 
University of Iceland. 
She loves writing sar-
castic pieces, while 
inhaling coffee. Clau-
dia’s favourite things 
to do are looking at 
cute animal pictures 
on Instagram and 
travelling the world 
with as much lug-
gage as possible.

Elín Elísabet is an illus-
trator and cartoonist 
born and raised in 
Borgarnes. At the 
tender age of 15, Elín 
moved to Reykjavík 
and hasn’t looked 
back, except for the 
annual springtime 
impulse to move 
someplace quiet 
and keep chickens. 
Elín likes folk music, 
stationery, seal vid-
eos, the country of 
Ireland, and eggs.

Hannah Jane Cohen 
is based out of Ice-
land by way of New 
York. An alumni of 
Columbia University, 
Hannah has lived 
on five continents 
and speaks three 
languages fluently, 
which is very impres-
sive. Her visionary 
work is known for 
expanding the defini-
tions of emotion, 
introspection, and 
above all else, taste.

John Rogers an 
Englishman who first 
joined us as a music 
writer, later graduat-
ing to Managing 
Editor. A constant 
traveller, a lover of 
art, culture, food and 
nightlife, he edits 
our Best of Reykjavík, 
Best of Iceland and 
Iceland Airwaves 
sister publications. 
His first book, “Real 
Life,” was published 
in 2014.

Mulan is coddiwom-
pling around the 
world, one womp at 
a time. They came to 
this land of ice after 
meeting a formida-
ble lady from Iceland 
on the Camino de 
Santiago. Follow 
their adventures on 
mulanontheroad@
wordpress.com or 
your ass is grass! 

Colin Arnold Dalrym-
ple is Grapevine’s 
business reporter, 
contributing to daily 
news and print is-
sues alike. He is also 
the chairman of the 
Equal Rights Youth As-
sociation, and lives in 
beautiful downtown 
Hafnarfjörður. 

Andie Fontaine has 
lived in Iceland since 
1999 and has been 
reporting since 2003. 
They were the first 
foreign-born mem-
ber of the Icelandic 
Parliament, in 2007-
08, an experience 
they recommend for 
anyone who wants 
to experience a 
workplace where 
colleagues work tire-
lessly to undermine 
each other.

Timothée Lambrecq
is a French freelance 
photographer and 
filmmaker who can 
be found exploring 
Iceland’s nature, 
small towns and 101 
music scene, or on 
the dancefloor at 
Berghain in Berlin. 
He’s made music 
videos for sóley, JFDR 
and Samaris, likes 
shibas and techno, 
and is an avid burger 
aficionado.

Lóa Hlín Hjálmtýsdóttir 
is a national treasure. 
One of Iceland's lead-
ing illustrators, when 
she's not drawing 
she's the front-
woman of Icelandic 
electro-pop super-
group FM Belfast. Her 
comic strip Lóabrato-
rium appears every 
issue on page eight, 
and is also available 
as a daily dose on her 
Twitter.
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ON THE COVER:
The Coldwave band 
Kælan Mikla 

COVER PHOTO BY:  
Hörður Sveinsson 

ABOUT THE PICTURE:
Kælan Mikla met 
Hörður in the School of 
Photography for a short 
but emotional session. 
Their new album, 'Nótt 
eftir nótt,' through a 
happy coincidence, hits 
the streets on the very 
same day as this issue.

Culture Is Winning
What do we love? 
No, not dumb crim-

inals, we love culture! And we 
are winning in that department. 
Auður Ava Ólafsdóttir won the 
distinguished Nordic Council 
Literature Prize for her novel, 
Hotel Silence, at the end of Octo-
ber. And we also won the Coun-
cil’s film prize— for Benedikt 
Erlingsson’s “Woman at War”—
at the same ceremony. He was 
similarly awarded for his movie 
“Of Horses and Men’ in 2014. 
 In addition, Þorleifur Örn 
Arnarsson won the prestigious 
Der Faust award, named Best 
Director for his play, Die Edda, 
which he co-wrote with  another 
well-known Icelandic writer and 
a journalist, Mikael Torfason. 
Þorleifur was on the cover of 
Reykjavík Grapevine last year 
and this accolade came to no 
surprise for Icelanders, as he has 
provoked Icelandic theatergoers 
with his bold vision of theater 
and the Icelandic society for 
years now.  
 We are also winning smaller 
victories all over the world. The 

coldwave band, Kælan Mikla, has 
made an international splash, 
and Hera Hilmarsdóttir is star-
ring in Peter Jackson’ movie, 
Mortal Engines, which is bound 
to be a smash box office hit. 
 

All of this does not spring up 
from nothing. It comes from 
education, from a strong rela-
tionship between Icelanders 
and their cultural heritage, and, 
first and foremost, from a posi-
tive attitude towards the arts. In 
the time of Trump and a global 
small-minded view in a money-
driven society, we need to read 
more, see more, and embrace art 
more. Because, not only will it 
enlighten us, it will in the end, 
save us from the political banal-
ism, stupidity and the social divi-
siveness that thrives on social 
media. That’s the only path for 
a society to prevail and I believe 
that it will, in the end, change the 
future.     VG   

EDITORIAL

Þorleifur Örn Arnarsson got the Der Faust Award
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Jurassic Bark: For-
mer First Lady Wants 

To Clone Her Dog
To clone or not to clone?

Words: Andie Fontaine  Photos:  Wikipedia 

Dorrit Moussaieff, former 
First Lady of Iceland, has 

announced her intent to clone her 
dog Sámur, RÚV reports. While 
this would normally pass off as a 
personal decision by a pet owner, 
the fact that her husband, former 
President Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson, 
chose to share this decision with 
listeners of the radio programme 
Morgunkaffið on Rás 2, opened the 
subject to public discussion about 
what cloning means and who it is 
for.
Ólafur told listeners that Sámur 
is now eleven years old, and being 
in these advanced years, Dorrit 
decided to send a DNA sample to a 
company in Texas in order to clone 
him. Kári Stefánsson, the CEO of 
genetics company deCODE, clari-
fied for RÚV what is entailed in the 
cloning process.

More like twins  
than exact copies

Kári explained that cloning the dog 
is not really the same as making an 
exact copy of the dog they know and 
love. Rather, the clone of Sámur will 
be more like if the original had been 
a monozygotic twin. It is therefore 
unlikely the Clone Sámur will have 
the exact same personality as Origi-
nal Sámur.

Icelanders across social media have 
responded to the news with a acom-
bination of humour and confusion, 
Vísir reports. 

Poshies only
Jokes aside, there are a number of 
ethical questions raised by cloning 
one’s pet. It is clear, for example, 
that this service is undoubtedly 
one reserved for the upper class. 
Viagen Pets, the company which 
will clone Sámur, charges $50,000 
(plus sales tax) for the service.
 As the Smithsonian pointed 
out last March, “the cloning 
process still requires numerous 
dogs to produce a single clone. 
Consider: Many cloned pregnan-
cies don’t take hold in the uterus 
or die shortly after birth,” meaning 
many dogs will be produced and 
then ultimately put down in order 
to produce a viable clone.
 Alexandra Horowitz, head of 
Columbia University’s Canine 
Cognition Lab, added that many 
people who clone their pets do not 
really understand what it is that 
they are getting, saying: “There 
might be some breed tendencies, 
and there certainly are tenden-
cies that a genome will avail that 
makes a cloned dog maybe likelier 
than some other non-genetically 
similar dog to do a kind of thing. 
But everything that matters to us 
about the personality of a dog is 
not in those genes. Everything is 
in the interaction of that genome 
with the environment, starting 
from the time they’re in utero—
just as with humans.”  
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Beleaguered budget airline WOW 
Air has been completely bought out 
by Icelandair Group, Viðskiptablaðið 
reports. The board of Icelandair Group 
bought every share in WOW Air, pend-
ing approval from Icelandair share-
holders and the Icelandic Competition 
Authority.
 “WOW Air has built up a strong 
brand over the years, and accom-
plished a lot under that brand, to and 
from Iceland over the Atlantic Ocean,” 
acting director of Icelandair Group Bogi 
Nils Bogason said in a statement. “It’s a 

great opportunity for earnings, but the 
airline will continue to operate under 
its own initiative and under its own 
brand.”

Paid in shares
MBL reports that WOW Air’s value is 
currently 2.1 billion ISK; roughly just 
over 17 million USD. With this buyout, 
WOW Air owners will now own a 5.4% 
share of Icelandair Group, as WOW 
Air was bought entirely with shares 
in Icelandair Group. The buyers are 

obliged to hold onto some of these 
shares for at least six months, and the 
remainder for 12 months total.
 Skúli Mogensen, the director and 
founder of WOW Air, said he was “very 
proud of our accomplishments and 
what we have built in recent years,” 
saying that the buyout represents a 
“new chapter” for the airline to grow 
and expand its reach.

Cornering the market
Indeed, their combined share of air 
traffic to and from Iceland is nearly 
80%, with the buyout giving Icelandair 
Group control of the vast majority of 
flights to and from Iceland.
 As reported, WOW Air has struggled 
with significant financial losses, even 
while growing its market share. With 
the combination of the two airlines, 
WOW Air could add more destinations 
to its roster with the help of Icelandair’s 
resources.   

The rule in Iceland 
before 1990 was 
basically this: If it’s 
good, it’s prob-
ably banned. For 
example, beer was 
banned until 1989. 
It didn’t change the 
fact that Iceland-
ers were free to 

get shitfaced 
on undrinkable 
hard liquor. But 
the government 
thought that beer 
would really screw 
up the nation and 
we would end up 
as useless drunks 

should it ever 
be legalised. The 
government had an 
even more sinister 
take on candy. 
There were strict 
rules about import-
ing sweets to 

Iceland until the 
80s. The result was 
that baby boom-
ers thought that 
oranges and apples 
were candy, not 
disgusting fruits. 

But the candy pio-
neers had a trick 
up their sleeve 
— the “biscuit” 
Prince Polo.
Known colloqui-
ally as “Prins 
Póló,” this 
fairly basic 
chocolate bar 
hails from 
the beautiful 

nation of in Poland, 

and first hit the 
shelves there in 
1955. That same 
year, Iceland made 
a trade deal with  
Poland, wherein 
they got our fish, 
and well, we got 
whatever we hadn’t 
already banned 
from being import-
ed to the country. 
This was obviously 
a complicated task. 
Although Iceland-
ers would have 
appreciated the 
tasty Polish beer 
Żywiec, we needed 
to find something 
Icelanders were 

interested in buy-
ing. The wholesaler, 
Ásbjörn Ólafsson, 
found out that 
Prince Polo was not 
only a chocolate, 
but also a biscuit 
— a clever move 
that allowed him 
to circumvent the 
rules of the fun po-
lice in government. 
His scheme worked. 
The “biscuit” was 
a smash hit and 
still is. In the year 
2014 the average 
Icelander ate half a 
kilo of these sweet 
rebellious suckers. 
  VG    

Icelandair Group To Buy 
Out WOW Air

Combined, they control nearly  
80% of the market share

Words: 
Andie Fontaine

Photo: 
WOW Air

First

The type of telescope used depends 
on the type of wavelength it would 
be observing. In case of optical or 
near infrared telescopes, Iceland 
is not a good location. For infrared 
telescopes, you would want high 
mountains to get above as much 
of the atmosphere as possible. You 
would also want clear skies and dark 
nights, with a stable atmosphere. 
Even though the nights are dark and 
long in Iceland, the sky is often over-
cast and the atmosphere is not sta-
ble. Our mountains are also not very 
tall and many are active volcanoes. 
 A better wavelength for Iceland 
would be radio or millimeter. The 
atmosphere is mostly transparent 
in these wavelengths and observa-
tions are not impeded by sunlight or 
cloud cover. However, in that case, 
Iceland is not any more special than 
other countries. The geological ac-
tivity of Iceland is also not helpful 
for telescope arrays that need a 
consistent location to be efficient. 
There is some benefit in the sparse 
population, because human activi-
ties hinder observations in the radio 
band. These arrays also produce a 
lot of data that has to be processed 
using large computer farms. Iceland 
may have a beneficial location in re-
lation to cooling costs due to the 
cooler climates in comparison to 
warmer places. 
 Ultimately, building an array of 
telescopes is expensive and so is 
their maintenance. It would be pos-
sible to seek external funding for a 
well-defined project that benefited 
from being located in Iceland, but at 
the moment there are no such pro-
jects.    

ASK A

Physicist
Q: Why are there no tele-
scope arrays in Iceland?
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WOW Air director and founder Skúli Mogensen

Words: Mulan 
Photo:  Kristinn Ingvarsson
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To learn more go to  icelandiclamb. is

When dining in Iceland
always look for
the Icelandic Lamb Shield

Our Symbol of Trust, Consistency and Quality for Genuine Icelandic Lamb Products
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If you trust viral listicles and industry 
insider books—and who wouldn’t—
then trust and believe local record shop 
12 Tónar is the world’s greatest record 
store. Sit down, Amoeba Records!

OTT grooviness 
The accolade was given by self-
described ‘journalist and crate-digger’ 
Marcus Barnes, who recently compiled 

the 80 best record shops on the planet 
into one book. Marcus then published 
his 10 favourites online on NME, which 
is where we were made aware of this 
incredible honour. 
 The Reykjavík institution is known 
for its incredible selection of local musi-
cians and older Icelandic efforts. Not 
only is it run by Icelandic artists, but 
those working there are so knowledge-
able about music, they’ll hand select 
records for you based on your taste. In 
the basement, they have couches with 
CD players and headphones, so it’s basi-
cally a late 90s Sam Goody, which was 
the place-to-be at the time. Bring your 
friends, it’ll be sick!
 That said—we must note that Grape-
vine has been on the 12 Tónar hype train 
long before NME. While they didn’t 
make the 2018 iteration, they were 
the runner up for Best Record Store in 
the Grapevine’s Best of Reykjavík 2017 
awards and have graced numerous 
Grapevine city guides. 

Silver’s good too
But 12 Tónar is not just a first place 
winner as determined by NME, they 
also won second place on BuzzFeed’s 
“27 Breathtaking Record Stores You 
Have To Shop At Before You Die.” 
While Icelanders might not necessar-
ily be used to first place—just read past 
iterations of this column—they are very 
comfortable with second place, just ask 
the handball team and Eurovision star 
Jóhanna Guðrún.  

The World’s Greatest 
Record Store

Stick it and split it, other countries
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12 Tónar: still rockin' it

Listen, watch & hear 
more tracks: 
gpv.is/play

Hugar - Saga  
‘Saga’ by Hugar 
will sit well with 
fans of Ólafur 
Arnalds and the 
more muted Sigur 
Rós material. It’s a 
glossily produced 
instrumental 
composition with 
rainy-day brass, 
subtle string 
arrangements and 
a cinematic video 
by Máni Sigfússon.   
JR

Commander - 
Blöðrusynthi
The Commander 
project is an 
unusual turn 
for Gunnlaugur 
Lárusson. 
“Blöðrusynthi” 
is the opening 
track off his debut 
solo, ‘Stephen’—a 
mesmerising soft 
techno outing that 
evokes 90s-era Carl 
Craig in its subtle 
mastery. You can 
dance to it or nap 
to it. Isn’t that most 
of what we want out 
of life? The entire 
album deserves 
a run-through; 
it’s a consistent, 
multifaceted, 
beautiful work.   SP

Svartidauði - 
Burning Worlds of 
Excrement 
Just when you 
thought Svartidauði 
had retreated to the 
shadows, they’re 
back after a long 
hiatus with some 
fresh nightmare 
fuel. While the 
name might 
indicate otherwise, 

‘Burning Worlds 
of Excrement’ is 
anything but a 
flaming pile of shit. 
The title actually 
refers to the Hebrew 
concept, and the 
song is just as 
apotheotic. Vile, 
uncomfortable, 
dissonant—it’s 
Svartidauði at their 
most awful, or 
rather, their most 
awe-inspiring.  HJC

bagdad brothers - 
Brian Eno Says: Quit 
Your Job
On the opposite end 
of the spectrum 
you’ll find the 
halcyon good-
time guitar-pop of 
bagdad brothers, 
who are fomenting 
a return for dreamy 
indie music. 
After the recent 
torrential downpour 
of Icelandic rap and 
RnB, it’s nice to hear 
something with a 
feel-good quality, 
for a change.   JR

Árni Vil - Sides 
(trumpet edit) 
The eccentric 
former frontman 
of FM Belfast, Árni 
Vil, has turned 
solo, and released 
two videos for the 
same song. There’s 
a vital difference 
though—one 
version was 
without the 
trumpet solo. How 
considerate of him. 
The song is like 
a Jim Jarmusch 
vision of the 
“krútt” generation, 
riding horses in 
the Highlands of 
Iceland, fighting 
off lonely elves and 
bitter trolls. See it 
live at Airwaves.  CS

THE 
GRAPEVINE 

PLAYLIST

The must-hear tracks of the issue

Th
e 

 
Ol

af
sd

ot
tir

WORD OF  
THE ISSUE

What were you doing at age 16? If we were 
to hazard a guess, you probably weren’t 

presenting 
y o u r  o w n 
self-tit led 
element at 
the Artistic 
G y m n a s -
tics World 
Champion-
ships. Well, 
b e d a z z l e d 
n a t i o n a l 

hero Sonja Margrét Ólafsdóttir did just 
that October 29th when she debuted her 
new trick ‘The Olafsdottir.’ The balance 
beam dismount is comprised of a Gainer 
Salto Tucked with a one-and-one-half 
twist at the end of the beam. Basically, 
you plebeians, after she jumps off the 
beam she does a backwards flip while 
rotating 540° so that she lands facing the 
beam. Difficult, gorgeous, iconic—we’re 
fans, Sonja.  HJC

WHAT HAVE 
WE WON?  

Words: 
Hannah Jane 

Cohen

Photo:   
Art Bicnick

First

Photo:   
Dominiqua  
Alma

www.tulipop.com Skólavörðustígur 43, Reykjavík



Visit The Gentle Giants 
up north in Húsavík – The Whale Watching Capital of Iceland

We came. 
We Conquered 
(Seeing Whales 

that is)

“Fabulous tour, 
 operated by 
 fantastically 

 enthusiastic staff”

“Absolutely the best 
Whale  watching 

 experience in 
 Iceland”

Amazing Tour 
and Amazing 

Staff

Perfect day, 
perfect sea, 

whales, puffins 
and dolphins

The most amazing 
trip we have ever 

taken.

“Great adventure 
with the rib. Seeing 
so much beautiful 

animals”

THE ORIGINALSTHE ORIGINALS
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150 YEARS OF FAMILY HISTORY IN THE BAY

WHALE WATCHING • HÚSAVÍK • ICELAND
THIS IS IT 2018

WELCOME

HÚSAVÍK
Reykjavík

Akureyri
Húsavík

Tel. +354 464 1500 • www.gentlegiants.is • info@gentlegiants.is
MEMBER OF ICEWHALE – THE ICELANDIC WHALE WATCHING ASSOCIATION



Iceland’s indomitable footballers 
are spread across Europe—nay, 
THE WORLD—currently, plying 
their merciless mercenary trade 
for unimaginable spoils at clubs 
like Everton, Augsberg and 
Cardiff City. The shockwaves 
of their warlike talents radiate 
out from their every long throw, 
tumultuous tackle and glorious 
goal; their presence in a squad 
can make or break their oppo-
nents’ psyches, chances and 
bones. Here’s what’s been going 
down:

Aron returns, inspires 
Cardiff win

Aron Gunnarsson,  Iceland 
captain and Cardiff  City ’s 

totemic midfield general 
a n d  l on ge s t - s er v i n g 
player, returned to the 
battlefield in late Octo-
ber. His beard flowing 

in the wild Welsh wind 
and with a knowing gleam in his 
eye, Aron’s presence boosted the 
beleaguered Bluebirds, who had 
only two point and no wins from 
their first eight Premier League 
games. When he wasn’t breaking 
up play with crucial tackles and 
moving the 
ball forward 
f o r  p i e r c -
ing attacks, 
Aron helped 
Cardiff keep 
their shape, 
a d d i n g  a 
n o t i c e a b l e 
s e n s e  o f 
a s s u r a n c e . 
He came off 
in the 75th minute after start-
ing the move for the third goal; 
it ended 4-2, with Aron underlin-
ing his importance as the essen-
tial fulcrum of Cardiff City’s 
midfield. 

Gylfi smites Mourinho
Everton and Iceland talisman and 
wing’d messenger of the old gods Gylfi 
Sigurðsson was found taking care of 
business last weekend against José 
Mourinho’s stuttering Manchester 
United. When Richarlison was desper-
ately hacked down in the Man Utd box, 
the penalty was awarded instantly; 
Richarlison tried to take the ball, but 
was informed by Gylfi in no uncertain 
terms that “Golden Boots” would be 
taking it himself. He arrowed home past 
David De Gea—commonly thought to be 
the world’s best goalkeeper—without 
flinching. The Premier League was thus 
rocked once again by the volcanic might 
of Icelandic football, and Gylfi became 

only the second player—after Darren 
Bent, weirdly—to score at Old Trafford 
in four separate matches.

Finnbó wildfire spreads
Icelandic hitman striker Alfreð Finn-
bogason—the decimator of castles, the 
moat-crosser, the drawbridge destroyer; 
the ultimate striking champion of the 
world; he who wrestles wolves before 
breakfast; the horrible hulk, the merci-
less marauder; the rampaging warlord 
who sails forth across the open sea 
screaming wildly at lightning-riddled 
stormy sky—smashed in yet another pen 
for German side Augsburg last week. He 
has now scored five goals in four Bundes-
liga outings this season and has hit home 
all six penalties he’s taken for the side. Be 
afraid—if football loses his attention, he 
may his eagle-eyed gaze to other sports, 
or, god help us all, outvasion pillaging; 
then, we will find ourselves living under 
his heel as he rampages across the globe 
like an Icelandic Alexander The Great, 
burning everything in his terrible wake. 

Belgian revenge waffles 
best served icy

Iceland are warming up to wreak havoc 
and claim their terrible revenge against 
the star-studded Belgian team who 

kicked three colours 
o f  c r a p  o u t  o f 
them in a 1-3 UEFA 
N a t i o n s  L e a g u e 
defeat earlier in 
the autumn. With 
danger man Eden 
Hazard currently 
s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h 
injury at Chelsea, 
and star  striker 
R o m e l u  L u k a k u 

struggling to find the groove at Manches-
ter United, it could be a good time to play 
them; especially as captain and morale 
mainstay Aron Gunnarsson; attack-
ing trio Jóhann Berg, Gylfi Sigurðsson 
and Alfreð Finnbogason are all in fine 
and firing form at their home clubs. 
It’s Iceland’s last chance to grab some 
consolation points in the tournament, as 
we’re already relegated to the second tier 
after a weird, injury-hampered run in 
the tournament. The game takes place in 
brussels on November 15th. The world—
and the gods—will be watching.
 GR  

Follow our live-tweets on matchdays 
on Twitter at @rvkgrapevine. Iceland 
play Belgium on November 15th, 
when Iceland will show those waffle-
gobblers the true meaning of defeat.

#IcelandSmites

“The Premier 
League was thus 

rocked once again 
by the volcanic 

might of Icelandic 
football.”

Goodness 
Gracious 

Great Balls  
Of Smite

Icelandic players are taking care  
of business overseas regardless

FOOTBALL
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On October 24, thousands of women 
walked out of their jobs to protest 
sexual  harassment,  the persis-
tent income gap, and other forms of 
gender-based discrimination. They 
gathered at Arnarhöll, 
in central Reykjavík 
under  the  s logan 
of  “D on’t  Change 
Women, Change the 
World.” The coordi-
nated walk-out was at 
14:55, in keeping with 
the assertion that 
women are on average 
only paid for 74% of an 
eight-hour day, when 
compared to men. 
Amongst the protest-
ers were Iceland’s 
second female Prime 
M i n i s t e r,  K a t r í n 
Jakobsdóttir, and the women in her 
staff. Speakers at the rally included 
Iceland’s first female prime minister, 
and the world’s first openly queer head 

of government, Jóhanna Sigurðardót-
tir, in addition to Sólveig Anna Jóns-
dóttir, the newly-elected insurgent 
chair of the labour union Efling. The 
event also included performances 

from prominent sing-
ers and groups from 
many genres of music. 
Attendance was so 
great that bus routes 
had to be changed to 
transfer people to the 
event. 

Slow and Steady 
wins the race?

This form of direct 
action was an inten-
tional reference to the 
first Women’s Day Off, 
held in 1975. On Octo-

ber 24 that year, nearly all women in 
Iceland did not go to their jobs and/or 
did none of the housework. Men knew 
it was coming and planned accordingly, 

but it was still a very effective demon-
stration. One of the key organisers, 
Vigdís Finnbogadóttir, would be elected 
President five years later, becoming 
Iceland’s and the world’s first elected 
female head of state. Other “Days Off” 
were held in 1985, 2005, 2010, and 2016. 
2005 marked the shift from a whole 
day off to the symbolic walk-out; that 
year it was at 14:08. In 2010 it was 14:25 
and in 2016 it was 14:38. At that current 
rate of change, women’s average pay 
will not equal men’s until 2047.  

Choosing the Correct 
Frame

The day after the protest, Minister of 
Justice Sigríður Á. Andersen of the 
Independence Party posted a Face-
book status in which she cherry-picked 
a statistic from a ministerial report 
that showed only a five percent pay 
gap in Iceland. This is true when men 
and women have the same job. Former 
Minister of Social Affairs Þorsteinn 

Víglundsson criticised Sigríður’s 
narrow reading, pointing out that 
social factors—like the oft-cited “glass 
ceiling”—keep women out of higher 
positions. Less than a fifth of manage-
rial positions are held by women. In 
addition, fields dominated by women 
are not valued as highly as stereotypi-
cally male fields, even if they require a 
similar level of education. Earlier this 
year, midwives had to fight hard to be 
paid the same wage as nurses, even 
though being trained as a midwife 
requires more years of education than 
a nursing degree. 
 Þorsteinn was the author and propo-
nent of Iceland’s landmark equal pay 
law. Another equal pay law had been 
on the books for decades with little 
effect, but Þorsteinn’s new legislation 
requires companies with more than 25 
employees to periodically prove they 
are paying men and women the same 
for the same work. Enforcement has 
gotten off to a rocky start, though: the 
goal of “same pay for the same work” 
has nearly been reached, but that is 
too limited of a metric for complacent 
management. 

Themyscira This Is Not
Iceland is often regarded as the most 
feminist country in the world. It has 
made impressive strides toward equal-
ity and is ranked highly on many meas-
ures, but it is not perfect. The #MeToo 
movement that swept around the 
world, particularly the entertainment 
industry in the United States, made its 
way to this Nordic dreamland. Many 
women, and some men, in the country 
used the hashtag to share their experi-
ences of sexual harassment, assault and 
rape, though few men have been outed 
as perpetrators. Iceland has strict libel 
laws and they may be keeping names 
out of the stories. However, that may be 
changing. Several months ago the CEO 
of Reykjavík Energy was implicated in 
a sexual harassment controversy. The 
survivor went public because of inac-
tion within the company, claiming 
management ignored her complaints 
because of the CEO’s good job perfor-
mance. 
 A study released at the beginning of 
the year found that only 11% of CEOs in 
large Icelandic companies are women. 
This is despite a law requiring at least 
40% of board members be women. 
Business is not the only area still 
struggling with this issue. Last year, 
Social Democrat city councilor Heiða 
Björg Hilmisdóttir gathered stories 
of sexism from women in every party 
from right to left, further demonstrat-
ing a systemic problem.
 Iceland has made great strides 
since the first Women’s Day Off, and 
women have contributed immensely to 
all aspects of life in the country, but a 
cracked glass ceiling still holds women 
back.  

Words:  
Colin Arnold 

Dalrymple

Photo:  
Baldur Web, 
Art Bicnick, 
Wikimedia 
Commons

“Women have 
contributed 

immensely to all 
aspects of life 
in the country, 
but a cracked 
glass ceiling 

still holds 
women back.”

Women’s Day Off  
Sparks Controversy 

The gender wage gap as a flashpoint

The Women's Day Off in 2015, as seen from above

Former Prime Minister Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir Reykjavík Mayor Dagur B. Eggertsson Prime Minister Katrín Jakobsdóttir
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a big thank you to all our sponsors and partners

it’s a wrap!
see you next year nov 6th - 9th in Reykjavik  
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In a capitalist society, budget deficits 
are a common part of government 
expenditure. Projects slated for next 
year go beyond the allocated funds of 
the current year, year after year, but this 
is usually not cause for alarm, so long 
as the missing revenue can be made 
up for in a timely manner. However, 
a scandal that has struck the City of 
Reykjavík, making Mayor Dagur B. 
Eggertsson’s position vulnerable, sheds 
light on spending practices within the 
city that are not only avoidable, but also 
take money away from far more crucial 
projects.

The tipping point
To understand how this happens, it is 
important to understand how Reykjavík 
handles many municipal projects. Not 
everything is managed by the city and 
brought into being by city workers; 
some projects are contracted out to 
private entities, with the city footing 
the bill. While in theory, this should save 
money in terms of the number of city 
workers to employ, in practice, it often 
means the city gets milked for millions 
of krónur beyond the agreed budget.
 Last month, it came to light that 
renovations of a WWII-era bunker 
at Nauthólsvík went over budget by a 
whopping 257 million ISK; the agree-

ment with the city was to abide a 
budget of 158 million ISK. When the 
invoices came in, however, the grand 
total was 415 million ISK—with over 
3.3 million ISK of that spent on design 
alone. 
 "First of all, I don't understand why 
we even got involved in this project in 
the first place,” Independence Party 
councilperson Eyþór Arnalds told the 
Grapevine. “There's no need for the 
city to do this. Second, the agreement 
was too uneconomical for the city, as 
it put all the risk on the city. I think 
that's in general not OK."
 Eyþór, who was the frontrunner 
against Dagur during municipal elec-
tions earlier this year, raised the point 
that this overspending is especially 
egregious when one considers all the 
areas under the city’s power that are 
in dire need for improvement.
 "We need money for our play-
schools,” he says. “People who have 
made numerous formal remarks to 
City Council that the playschools need 
more staff. Social apartments need 
repairs and renovations, we need 
more money for food for the elderly. 
There's no money for that." The city 
majority, Eyþór believes, has not paid 
enough attention to these issues.

In power too long
Vigdís Hauksdóttir, a councilperson 
for the Centre Party and also a member 
of the city council opposition, believes 
the siuation is a natural result of being 
in power for too long. The Social 
Democrats, from where Dagur hails, 
were a party of the council majority 
when comedian and writer Jón Gnarr 
was elected mayor in 2010. Dagur has 
been mayor since 2014.
 “These people have sat too long in City 
Hall,” she says. “When a 
majority is in power for 
more than eight years, 
then the corruption 
begins. That's when 
people start thinking, 
'I own this, I can do 
as I please.' They miss 
their connection with 
the people."
 Dóra Björt Guðjóns-
dóttir, a councilperson 
for the Pirate Party 
and a member of the 
majority coalition, 
makes no bones about 
the importance of the 
issue, which she sees as 
a kind of wake-up call.
 “ I t  i s  e x t r e m e l y 
important that we don’t mess around 
with public funds, that the budget aims 
stand, and that our system works as it 
should,” she told Grapevine, admitting 
that the case does undermine public 
trust in the majority. She believes that 
reforming the system by increasing 
its transparency could go a long way 
in restoring that trust.

The straw that broke the 
camel’s back

When the story about the Nauthólsvík 
bunker first broke, Eyþór told report-
ers that he believed Dagur ought to 

resign. When asked if he is still of this 
opinion, he clarified his position.
 "I am of the opinion that [Dagur] 
shouldn't be the managing director for 
the city,” he explained. “I'm not saying 
he shouldn't be a councilperson; he was 
elected to that position. But it seems to 
me it hasn't gone well to have Dagur as 
managing director. A mayor is a manag-
ing director, and in this case, something 
went wrong. This is just my opinion 
that people bear responsibility for their 
actions. There's an incredible amount 

that went wrong."
 T h e  b u n k e r 
case, as Eyþór tells 
it, was simply “the 
straw that broke 
the camel’s back.”

Doing it right
Vigdís  believes 
that preventing 
overspending on 
city projects is a 
daunting task, but 
not an impossible 
one. When asked 
what she would do 
differently if she 
were mayor, she 
told us: “I would do 

a general audit of all city projects. Going 
over all the books, see where it's possible 
to save money, turn off this faucet of 
corruption which is obviously open. It 
would take something like two to three 
months to do this, with the right people. 
Put all contracting projects up for public 
advertisement."
 In the meantime, Dagur has emphat-
ically stated that he will not be resigning 
over this matter. While it is unlikely that 
the city council majority will collapse 
over this issue, Reykjavík may be over-
due for some much-needed soul search-
ing going forward.  

The Money Faucet: 
Overspending In 

Reykjavík City Council 
A systemic problem that needs addressing 

Would you spend 415 million ISK for this?

Independence Party head for Reykjavík City Council Eyþór Arnalds
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their connection 
with the people.”
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Being a teenager can be difficult; at a 
time when pressure to conform is prob-
ably at its strongest, being an outlier can 
make one especially vulnerable, heaping 
even more difficulties on top of what 
is already a typically stressful time in a 
person’s life. ‘The Trans Teen Survival 
Guide,’ a newly published book by Fox 
Fisher and Ugla Stefanía Kristjönudóttir 
Jónsdóttir, aims to help.
 “When we were growing up, we didn’t 
have any resource like this” they tell us. 

“If something like this would’ve existed 
and we had access to it, it would have 
helped us massively in finding ourselves, 
and it would’ve saved us many years of 
confusion, isolation and shame.”
 The book was inspired in part by a 
mutual friend of theirs, Christina L. 
Bentley, who set up a Tumblr page a few 
years ago under the same name. They 
were so impressed with her blog that 
they penned their book under the same 
title. Unfortunately, Christina took her 

own life earlier this year, and was not 
able to see the book finally come into 
being, so it is dedicated to her memory.

Polling resources
“The book is a mix of our own personal 
knowledge that we have gained over the 
years as activists and 
trans people, as well 
as information from 
organisations across 
Europe,” they tell us. 
“We basically started 
by piling together all 
the information that 
we wish we had access 
to when we were 
growing up, and then 
started doing research 
on it and entwining it 
with our own personal 
experiences.”
 In their estima-
tion, the greatest 
obstacles trans teens in Europe and 
North America face right now concern 
social support and medical support, the 
lack of which stems from ignorance of 
the trans experience.

 “Trans teens in many countries 
around the world are struggling to be 
recognised in their identities, and there 
are a lot of misconceptions around the 
support that they need, and often people 
are hesitant to give it,” they tell us. “This 
can lead to teens feeling massively 
depressed and distressed about their 
situation, leading to awful things like 
being disowned by their families and 
becoming homeless, to seeing no other 
way out other than to take their own 
lives. Giving them access to medical 
interventions in order to slow down 
the effects of puberty is also massively 
important, as they are are perfectly safe 
and give the teen time to breathe. . We 
need to be able to listen to them.”

Progress, but a long  
ways to go

Things have improved for trans teens 
over the past ten years or so. Countries 
that have taken steps forward have, for 
example, made puberty blockers acces-
sible to teens, who might also be getting 
greater support from their schools and 
families. However, there is still a long 
way to go. 
 “Health care systems need to take it 
much more seriously and realise that if 
these kids do not get access to puberty 
blockers at the right time, their mental 
health is going to suffer as a result,” they 
point out. “It also means establishing 
laws and processes around this, and 
governments and those in positions of 
power can make this happen; we need 
their support more than ever.”

On being a good trans ally
Perhaps you reading this have a trans 
friend, and want to be a good ally to 
them. For Ugla and Fox, this means more 
than just lip service.
 “It’s about checking in with your 
trans friends, and asking them how 
they are and if they need any help 
with anything,” they say. This includes 

running errands for 
trans friends to places 
where misgendering 
is likely, and being 
vocally in support of 
trans issues, in public 
as well as online.
 “ We need to 
start recognising that 
people can tell very 
early on what their 
gender is and what 
is their experience 
of their own gender, 
and the sooner we 
can affirm people 
and allow them to 

explore their expression and identity, 
the happier our kids will be,” they say. 
“We need to be able to listen to them.”  

Fighting Erasure: 
The Trans Teen 
Survival Guide 

Two trans activists have written a book with 
the potential to save lives 
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Andie Fontaine

Photo:  
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Ugla and Fox, the minds behind the guide

“We need to start 
recognising 

that people can 
tell very early 
on what their 
gender is and 

what their expe-
rience is of their 

own gender.”
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                Five years ago, Kælan 
                         Mikla were play-
                          ing twenty minute 
                              sets of furious 
                              poetry-punk 
                           in the attic at 
                             Dillon Bar. 
                               Five months 
                           ago, they were 
                                 jetting off to 
                    London to open for       
                            Placebo, at the 
   request of iconic Cure front-
     man Robert Smith. Kælan 
    Mikla have grown up and 
  blown up. Words: Rex Beckett   

Photos: Hörður Sveinsson

The Great Cold
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Five years ago, Kælan Mikla were 
playing twenty minute sets of furi-
ous poetry-punk in the attic at Dillon. 
Five months ago, they were jetting 
off to London to open for Placebo, at 
the request of iconic Cure frontman 
Robert Smith. In the years between, 
Laufey Soffía (vocals), Margrét Rósa 
Dóru-Harrýsdóttir (bass) and Sólveig 
Matthildur Kristjánsdóttir (synthe-
sisers) have genuinely grown up in 
tandem with their band, evolving 
from angst-filled teenagers with a 
need to scream, to ambitious and 
hard-working musicians. In the last 
year, they have exploded into the 
worldwide coldwave and goth music 
scene, and their dark star is poised to 
keep burning.

SHAPING POETICS
Kælan Mikla began around six years 
ago, when the girls met in high 
school at Reykjavík’s Menntaskóli 
við Hamrahlíð college. Sólveig and 
Margrét had recently become friends, 
when saw a poster announcing a 
poetry competition. They decided 
to combine Sólveig’s poetic prow-
ess with Margrét’s burgeoning bass 
playing abilities and asked Laufey to 
join them to enter the contest as a 
performance piece. “We went to my 
father’s practice studio and we were 
just hanging there the whole night 
trying out different instruments,” 
says Margrét. “Laufey started like 
scream-singing. She had never sung 
before. I had only played bass alone 
in my bedroom when I was totally 
emo. Sólveig was a classical flute 
player and she just started to play the 
drums. It was just all very random. It 
was just supposed to be for this one 
competition. But then we won the 
competition.”
 “Then some other people were 
interested in hearing more,” Sólveig 
continues. “They were asking if we 
were a band, asking if we had more 
music. And we were like, ‘Sure, let’s 
just make some more music. Why 
not? It’s fun.’ So we did.” 
 The three quickly wrote a hand-
ful of songs that they performed 
at a performance art event called 
Vinnslan, where they decorated an 
entire basement with ocean junk they 
salvaged from the harbour, dressed 
as creepy mermaids, and sold a 
dead fish as merch for five hundred 
kronur. “Some old ladies came in 
when we were playing and they were 
like, ‘Ew, what is that? This stinks!’” 
Margrét says, as the band laughs. “It 
smelled disgusting.”

MYSTICAL POWERS
By this point, they were already 
known as Kælan Mikla, the name 
they’d chosen to enter the poetry 
competition. “Sólveig and I were 
sitting at the bar and we were like, ‘It 
would be funny to name a band after 
a Moomin!’” says Laufey. They opted 
for Kælan Mikla—the Icelandic name 
for The Lady of the Cold—and it just 
stuck. “It was just a joke,” smiles 
Laufey. “Sometimes I look at our 
name on posters and I laugh.”
 The joke somehow took on its own 
life force, however, being both a 
source of inspiration and a harbin-
ger of their future sound. “She’s so 
fierce and such a dreamy character, 
with the star shoes and the flying 
ice horse, and she’s still so evil,” says 
Margrét. “If you look into her eyes, 
you freeze. She is this super feminine 
cold, kind of evil, mystical power. We 
always say that when the three of us 
are together, we create Kælan Mikla 
as a character.” They channel this 
combined feeling of mystical ferocity 
into their performances—a feeling, 

they say, that they don’t get in day-to-
day life.

RITUAL SPELLS
The three can only describe this 
conjoined character as some power-
ful force; a feeling, a connection, or a 
sense of telepathic interaction. “It’s 
kind of like having a conversation, 
or going through feelings that are 
only in your mind, and you don’t have 
to say anything,” says Margrét. “It’s 
like having a conversation with both 
Sólveig and Laufey for the hour we play 
our set. It sounds really lame, but it’s 
like our soul.”
 “Sometimes I don’t even remem-
ber playing a set because I’m so deep 
in Kælan Mikla,” says Laufey. “I think 
we sometimes fall out of reality 
completely. I just forget where I am, 
and I’m just putting spells on the audi-
ence.” 
 Their live performances feature 
ritualistic, slightly improvised intros 
and outros that incorporate dron-
ing bass, vocalized wails and screams, 
incense and glitter, and physical move-
ment. The intros allow them to sink 
into character, setting the scene and 
welcoming the audience, while the 
outro (always playing the song “Glim-
mer og Aska,” or “Glitter and Ashes”) 
allows them to fully exorcise the feel-
ings of the performance, thank the 
audience, and leave Kælan Mikla in the 
ether.

GOING SYNTHETIC
“I think the name worked out really 
well, because now we’re suddenly in 
this coldwave genre,” says Sólveig, 
segueing towards the band’s shift 
from performance art poetry-punk 
to sleek synth-driven dark wave. “It’s 
accidental. It really started when my 
ex-boyfriend gave me a synthesiser, 
like a crappy synth that he wasn’t 
using. Then I got a drum machine and 
learned how to make just super basic 
beats. Later on, I started studying elec-
tronic music and started incorporating 
computer production.”
 Like many of the original goth 
stars—like Siouxsie Sioux, Christian 
Death, and Joy Division—Kælan Mikla’s 
sound and style wasn’t a calculated 
choice, but rather the natural outcome 
of their genuine artistic labour. “The 
music we started making was never 
planned, it happened on its own,” says 
Margrét. “It’s just what happened when 
we suddenly got a synthesiser.” 
 This shift in sound was quickly 
noticed in the local music scene, pull-
ing in larger crowds to their entranc-
ing ritualistic performances. “I think 
we just got so good at playing,” says 
Laufey. “We didn’t know what we were 
doing at first, but we always know 
better and better how to make music.”

RANKING UP
With the addition of synths to their 
roster, they wrote the songs “Kalt,” 
“Sýnir” and “Óráð,” the first of which 
they released a video for made by 
Berlin-based videographers Orange 
‘Ear. 
 The video, released in 2015, opened 
a floodgate of good fortune. “Suddenly, 
Fabrika Records found the song and 
asked if they could have it on their vinyl 
compilation,” says Sólveig. “We had 
been listening to the bands on their 
label—Lebanon Hanover, She Past 
Away and Selofan—so we just freaked 
out. I was always playing them when I 
was working at Bravó. Then, a month 
later, we asked if they would be inter-
ested in releasing our album.” 
 The label liked the songs and imme-
diately said yes. The band, however, 

delayed the recording process quite 
a bit. “We did it super Kælan Mikla-
style and recorded everything in one 
month,” Sólveig laughs. “They were 
like, ‘We need the material’ and we were 
like, ‘Oh, fuck we need to record the 
songs!’” They recorded the self-titled 
debut album in the garage Sólveig was 
living in at the time, behind the shop 
Mótorsmiðjan. Finally complete, the 
album came out in 2016.

VOYAGE VOYAGE
Around the same time that the band 

were contacted by Fabrika Records, 
Sólveig realised she had a knack for 
booking shows abroad, and the band 
started to tour. “We just rented cars 
from somewhere and got a friend to 
drive, and we did it super DIY,” says 
Sólveig. “I think we got a lot of atten-
tion by travelling, because it’s maybe 
not usual that small Icelandic bands go 
on tours. I think that really helped us.” 
 Over the course of two years, she 
organised three self-managed tours. 
They took a toll on the band, and taught 
them some valuable lessons, moving 
them ever closer to the ultimate goal of 
growing through performance. “Those 
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first tours were so extremely hard,” 
says Margrét. “We just wanted to get 
it done. We just wanted to play.” Adds 
Laufey: “The first tour we travelled by 
train and on busses—even though it 
was only ten days or something, my 
body was ruined after it.”
 “But you learn from your mistakes!” 
says Sólveig, optimistically. “The next 
two tours, our friends drove us, and 
we had off-days when we were just 
hanging in our Airbnb in the middle of 
nowhere in Slovakia. We went to water-
parks and played about eight shows. 
We were always getting better and 
better at doing things ourselves. It’s 

also super nice that we booked our own 
tours abroad for three years. We got to 
know a lot of people—it’s a really good 
network. That’s how you survive as a 
musician. You have to know people.”

INDUCTION
These musician survival instincts paid 
off in a big way in 2017, when Kælan 
Mikla were booked to open for cold-
wave/dream-pop darlings Drab Majesty 
in Porto. “It was a really good show, 
and we talked a lot with them and we 
instantly got along,” says Laufey. The 

Drab Majesty guys pitched Kælan Mikla 
to their bookers as a warm up act on a 
leg of their European tour in January 
2018, which led to them being added to 
the Swamp Booking agency roster.
 “After six years of hard work, it was 
an extreme relief to have someone to 
deal with this for us,” says Margrét. 
Laufey adds: “It was just perfect timing 
for us to get to know this booking 
agency—because we couldn’t handle it 
anymore. It wasn’t like we tried to be 
DIY. It was just the only thing we had, 
and then we worked our way up from 
there. Now we’re getting more help, 
which is great.” 
 “We wanted to experience this,” 
Sólveig continues, about the value of 
those DIY touring years. “We never 
started out as a band that wanted to 
go to the top or something. Doing this 
on your own can be super difficult 
and super sucky sometimes but all the 
mistakes that we made are all worth it. 
I personally like them.”

PURE LUXURY
At the time of interview, the band 
describe themselves as being on a 
“week-long hibernation”, following a 
seventeen day tour opening for King 
Dude in Europe. “I’m not really tired 
after,” says Laufey. After the years of 
self-booked tours—schlepping around 
their instruments and getting lost 
on trains in Germany—spending two 
weeks with fourteen people on a bus 
was pure luxury to them.
 “It was just so nice to get access to 
showers, sleep and food,” says Margrét. 
“It’s stuff we were missing out on a 
lot on the DIY tours—normal basic 
human needs that were hard to fulfill.” 
Sólveig also emphasises the impor-
tance of self-care and relaxation. “Now 
we’re better at chilling,” she says. “Like 
waking up early and going to see the 
city we’re playing in, or really enjoying 
the day instead. It’s important to try to 
stay kind of healthy.”

THE TOP
This year proved to be an extremely 
busy one for the trio. After securing 
their booking agents, Kælan Mikla were 
contacted by Canadian label Artof-
fact Records, who offered to release 
a formal vinyl release to their long-
lost first album, ‘Mánadans,’ available 
previously only on cassette. 
 “When we made it, we just didn’t 
get signed,” says Margrét. “We were 
so young and so poor, and we couldn’t 
afford to release it in any way.” Laufey 
grew so frustrated with the album 
being unreleased—their only record-
ing made in a studio, engineered by 
Alison MacNeil—that she put up the 
money for them to self-release the 200 
cassette copies. This cassette led to 
Artoffact picking them up.
 The year took an extremely unex-
pected and exciting turn when Sólveig 
opened the band’s email one day to 
a personal invitation from The Cure 
frontman Robert Smith—written in 
all-caps—for Kælan Mikla to open 
for Placebo at the Meltdown Festival 
in London. “This was the highlight of 
the year for me,” says Laufey. “It was 
so great to play with Placebo, and the 
Southbank Centre is such a beautiful 
venue. It holds 2,500 people and it was 
sold out. I think that was the biggest 
show we’ve ever played.”
 The band was able to bring some 
of their family members and partners 
along for this landmark gig, and while 
it elevated their exposure and fanbase, 
their biggest takeaway was seeing their 
teen angst dreams become reality. “I 
listened to Placebo so much as a teen-
ager,” says Margrét. “Fourteen-year-
old me would never believe that I would 

be chilling with them in a few years. If 
I went back and told teenage-me this, 
I’d be like, ‘Nah.’ Brian Molko wished us 
good luck and watched our show. They 
were extremely nice.”

THE WITCHES DANCE
The events of this incredible past year, 
and all the hard-working years that 
preceded it, have landed Kælan Mikla 
firmly in the international resurgence 
of the gothic/coldwave scene, along-
side bands like Xeno & Oaklander, Cold 
Cave, Boy Harsher, and The Soft Moon. 
“We were never trying to be goth, or 
post-punk, or whatever,” says Margrét. 
“But still, I really enjoy this genre. Not 
that I want to label myself, but the goth 
scene is pretty fun.” 
 “You get to dress cool and stuff,” 
Laufey agrees. “But I don’t like when 
people take it seriously. We’ve been 
trying recently to make people see that 
we are not super-serious. Like with our 
new video for ‘Draumadís.’” The video, 
which had a premiere screening at 
Gamla Bío on October 20th, finds the 
three cast as space witches, zooming 
around a lava field in a diamond space-
ship.

NIGHT AFTER NIGHT
Next up for Kælan Mikla is the release 
of their third full-length album, ‘Nótt 
eftir nótt,’ which largely revolves 
around the themes of homesickness, 
insomnia, fairytales, shadows, witches, 
and “the darkest hours of the night.” 
 “For me personally, I feel that 
the album is really about the things 
between being asleep and being 
awake,” says Sólveig. They released 
the first single “Nornalagið” (“Witch-
song”) on October 16th, and the second 
single, “Næturblóm,” (“Nightflower”) 
was picked as a must-listen track by 
Revolver Mag and Louder Audio.
 While they rarely have more than a 
few days off in a row anymore, there’s 
nothing any of them would rather be 
doing than to be Kælan Mikla. “We put 
this in the front of everything in our 
lives,” says Laufey. “It was Kælan Mikla 
ahead of everything for us. People say, 
‘Ah, you’re so lucky.’ And we’re like, ‘We 
really worked hard for this!’” 
 “We worked really hard to get where 
we are,” Margrét continues. “I think 
it’s important to have done that work, 
because we can see it from a good 
perspective and you can really value 
what you have. I think as you grow up, 
you mature, and I feel like we’re deeper 
now. We’re not just angry teenagers 
going on stage screaming and banging 
stuff and fucking shit up.”
 As tenacious, industrious and dedi-
cated as they are, cynicism remains. 
“We’ve just accepted that life sucks 
and you have to deal with it,” Sólveig 
shrugs, revealing the darkness at their 
core that keeps them colder and colder, 
night after night. 
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Proudly Presents

The OLIVIER AWARD winning comedy “Best Entertainment”

Shows Every Week
Tickets at WhatsOn, Reykjavik Hotels & www.tix.is/en/

In En
glish

!

“CAVEMAN ranges from 
howlingly funny to 
movingly tender.”

-THE DENVER POST

“CAVEMAN is 
hysterically funny!”

-VARIETY

“It’s hilarious! 
A BLOCKBUSTER!”

-WASHINGTON POST

-NEW YORK TIMES

BROADWAY’S 
LONGEST RUNNING 

SOLO SHOW
“DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 

is a worldwide comic
 phenomenon”

“Your face hurts from 
laughing so hard”

-SEATTLE POST

@ AEGISGARDUR ICELANDIC BREWERY
EYJARSLOD 5, REYKJAVIK

With Joel Saemundsson 
Directed by Emma Peirson



  

Dancing in Darkness 
Getting to know the creative forces behind the  
fourth and final piece by Erna Ómarsdóttir and 

Valdimar Jóhannsson

Premiering in November at the arts 
festival Everybody’s Spectacular, The 
Best of Darkness by Erna Ómarsdóttir 
and Valdimar Jóhannsson is the final 
piece in a series of four works  explor-
ing the human body’s vulnerability in 
the absence of light. The pieces were 
created in collaboration with music by 
Sigur Rós and dancers from the Icelan-
dic Dance Company.

Hungry ghosts
Following in the footsteps of the duo’s 
prior works, the inception of this fi-
nal installation stems from the idea of 
hungry ghosts. “There is this idea of a 
‘hungry ghost’ that is always with you,” 

Valdimar explains. “It’s a ghost you 
have to feed. It wants more and more 
and you will never be happy unless you 
separate yourself from it.” The concept 
behind the hungry ghosts stems from 
Eastern lore. Not knowing what kind 
of nourishment would appease their 
needs, they are unable to satisfy their 
desires, doomed to eternally wander in 
empty chaos. 

Improvisation as 
adventure

Cigarette twirling between his fingers, 
Valdimar animates the evolution of the 
creative process. “When I see the danc-
ers having a good day, you kind of get 

these goosebumps because you see suf-
fering. But you see also contentment. 
You see the frailty of being human. 
Being human is quite complicated be-
cause you have no control over anything 
you want to do.” 
Valdimar’s own life traces the path 
of his words and works. Before enter-
ing the world of contemporary dance, 
Valdimar worked as a fisherman in the 
Arctic, a DJ and even performed as an 
extra in a German snowboard soap op-
era while living in Austria. Returning 
to Iceland, broke after his adventures 
around the world, he would take the 
first job that he could find. “That’s a 
common theme in my life,” he reveals 
with a smile. “I went to work at the 
docks, offloading trawlers while play-
ing in a heavy metal band. At one point 
I was even breaking rotten fish heads.” 
The adventures of Valdimar continued 
after a friend, Jóhann Jóhannson, invit-
ed him to play guitar in a dance piece. “I 
went to France and played in this show 
called Mysteries of Love, where I met 
Erna. We now have two children and I 
became a contemporary dancer, among 
other things,” he explains. 

Uncertainty as inspiration 
“You are never more alone than in com-
plete darkness,” Valdimar elaborates. 
Whereas this could be a source of fear, 
the artist views the vulnerability of 
darkness as the foundation of explora-
tion. “One of my favourite moments 
is when I close my eyes and dream be-
cause fantastic things happen in the 
dark,” he muses. 
In life, as in the piece itself, uncertain-
ty presents itself as a challenge that 
Valdimar resolves through his posi-
tivity. “Uncertainty is the best human 
trait,” he states. “I just take adventures 
where they lead me. Don’t think about 
it, just follow it. What would the point 
be if you don’t have adventures, man?”  
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CULTURE NEWS

ELECTRIC 
DREAMS

Find today's events  
in Iceland! 

Download our free 
listings app - APPENING 

on the Apple and 
Android stores

Hello dancers, my old friends

Welcome  
To Ice Pop 

Singer-songwriter-producer KRÍA’s otherworldly 
visuals and catchy sounds

KRÍA is an Icelandic singer-songwrit-
er-producer who has been exception-
ally busy for the past three years, while 
managing to maintain a low profile … 
until now.. Lately she has been playing 
both local and international gigs on a 
regular basis, gaining a reputation for 
her visually pleasing, powerful and 
emotional live performances, which 

mix colourful and otherworldly visu-
als and electronic pop music that she 
refers to as “ice pop.” 
 KRÍA enjoys discovering music 
and sounds that manage to distort 
her from the present. Electronic and 
instrumental music gets her creativ-
ity flowing at the moment. “I can lis-
ten to just about anything,” she says. 

Info: 
See KRÍA perform 

at Iceland 
Airwaves at Húrra 
on Nóvember 9th 

at 8PM .   

Info
See The Best 
of Darkness 

premiering on the 
17th of November 

2018. For more 
information about 
the performance, 

visit www.id.is/
the-best-of-

darkness

“Electronic music’s early days as a 
means of protest appeals a lot to me. 
It can really sound like nothing you 
have ever heard before.”

KRÍA commonly manipulates her 
singing-voice heavily in concert with 
effects and vocoders. “This is my at-
tempt to distance myself from the 
audience,” she explains. “It’s similar 
to a mask; a protective mechanism. 
I used to be more anxious and inse-
cure, but now I feel I have a better 
grasp over my creative process and 
outlet.”
 KRÍA has played both festivals 
and smaller venues in Reykjavík, 
including the independently-run 
basement venue/rehearsal space 
R6013 on Ingólfsstræti. “It’s tiny, 
intimate and my favourite venue in 
Reykjavík.I think the city could use 
more venues like it,” she says. “I also 
very much enjoy Húrra because of 
the different kinds of musicians that 
play there.”
 KRÍA’s fourth EP is in the works, 
which she says “will be a stream of 
consciousness, much like my previ-
ous EPs. It’s something I had to get 
out of my system. Working on it is 
like a reminder for myself to keep 
going emotionally, no matter what.”
 Stay tuned for KRÍA’s upcoming 
single “Pathogen,” a secret release 
concert in [MONTH], some super 
limited-edition merchandise, and a 
debut DJ set— under another moni-
ker—early next year.   

Don't Draw The Death Card
Poetry Brothel: Masquerade 2018

Nov. 22th - 20:00 - Iðnó - 3,500 ISK

We know you’re thinking of the 
‘Phantom Of The Opera’ song, but 
don’t worry, Andrew Lloyd Webber 
will be nowhere near this murder 
mystery masquerade. Thank God. 
Anyway, enter a world of tarot card 
readers, dancers, magicians and 
poets in a haze of fantasy and 
phantasm. The theme for this 
iteration of Reykjavík's beloved 
Poetry Brothel is ‘Where is 
Hannelore?’ So get your detective 
hat on, and, of course, dress to 
transgress. HJC

Dad Rave!1!!
GusGus

Nov. 17th - 20:00, 23:00 - Harpa - 
5,990-11,990 ISK

Do you miss the good old days? 
Want to get fucked up and bust out 
some cybertreffen moves while 
listening to electro house, but you 
feel like it’s a young man’s game? 
Well, do we have the perfect 
bourgeois party for you! GusGus is 
playing in Eldborg in Harpa, home of 
the Iceland Symphony Orchestra. So 
welcome to the gala ball for those 
24-hour party people that once 
thought the party was never gonna 
end. It did, though, when they had 
kids. VG

Get Off Your Break
Everybody's Spectacular: Reykjavík 
International Performing Festival

Oct. 25th - 20:00 - Iðnó - 2,900 ISK

You can’t dance? But you really—
and we mean really—like looking 
at people move their bodies 
rhythmically. Then you should stop 
lurking in the corners of clubs like a 
creep and get your booty to one of 
this festival’s spectacular shows, no 
pun intended. Along with a plethora 
of groovy dance shows will be other 
performances, including a play 
based on ‘Friends.’ PIVOT! CS



Marble Crowd is a local collective of art-
ists who have worked together in various 
dynamics and circumstances for ten years. 
Many constellations of artists and works 
have formed within the collective since.
 Marble Crowd’s award-nominated 
show Moving Mountains: In Three Es-
says attempts the impossible, as the 

five authors take on the ambiguous 
task of moving mountains, while si-
multaneously questioning the desire 
to do so. They premiered the show a 

year a half ago at the K3 Tanzplan fes-
tival in Hamburg and then in the Faroe 
Islands. Luckily, they are bringing the 
show home to Reykjavík and premiering 
in the National Theatre at Everybody’s 
Spectacular, Iceland’s annual perfor-
mance festival. 
 This is the second show that the five 

performers within the collective have 
created together. Katrín Gunnarsdót-
tir, Kristinn Guðmundsson, Sigurður 
Arent Jónsson, Saga Sigurðardóttir 

and Védís Kjartansdóttir are a diverse 
group of creatives, dancers and cho-
reographers; they are quite the crowd. 
Common within  Reykjavík’s art scene, 
everyone in the group juggles many dif-
ferent creative endeavours. There are 
two new mothers, Kristinn doubles as a 
TV chef, and Saga (a member of the Post 
Performance Blues Band) as an art-pop 
star. 
 Before embarking on this journey, 
they knew that they wanted to further 
explore working together. Saga shares 
that, “we felt a chemistry that was worth 
investigating. We wanted to explore our 
approaches. What resulted was an in-
vestigation into how a collective can 
function—which is, in a sense, also an 
ambiguous task.” The process of that 
task called for questions and thoughts 
about the impossible. Laughing, Katrín 
adds, “There were also some cocktails at 
Hotel Holt.” So they came together once 
again to take on the mountain.

Five Storytellers

The five friends, five artists and five 
fools (as they refer to themselves), in 

three essays or three attempts, try to do 
the inconceivable. As the performance 
unfolds, they deliver the story through 
body language, material and extraordi-
nary imagery. “There is a choreographic 
proposal in the idea of landscape and 
the mountain,” Katrín explains. “There 
is something interesting about the 
traditional ideas of landscape. We try 
to marry together the concepts of the 
landscape and the ideas and connota-
tions that may follow.” They take the 
challenge head-on, exploring these 
ideas while slipping into their narra-
tive roles..

Inherent Propositions

They began to investigate the idea of the 
insurmountable within the framework 
of the Tanzplan festival, the theme of 
which last year was European cohe-
sion. “This most certainly impacted the 
piece,” Katrín explains, “as the theme 
posed questions of democracy, being to-
gether, and living together.” Facing the 
challenges of today’s world, attempting 
to move mountains seems almost like 
what we are all trying to do. 

Words: 
Tara Njála  

Ingvarsdóttir

Photos:  
Timonthée  
Lambrecq

Pictured: The most dynamic art collective in the city

Culture

Five Friends, Five 
Fools, Five Artists  
 Marble Crowd is ready to take us on an impossible journey to move mountains

 

Info

Moving Mountains 
premieres in 

Iceland at the 
Everybody’s 
Spectacular 

international 
performance 

festival on 
November 14th 

at 19:30 in the 
National Theatre 

of Iceland. 

“We meet a nothingness and from there we build the story and landscape of the show.”

sjavargillid.is
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 Marble Crowd’s spatial story-
teller, Tinna Ottesen, chimes in: 
“In Hamburg, the venue became an 
important component to the work 
because we were given a big stage, 
which ended up coming into the 
process as a new playing partner.” 
Each element in the show gets invit-
ed into the wilderness they create 
space for, the stage is non-exempt. 
“At the start, the stage will be bare 
and naked,” Tinna continues, “and 
through the show we will dress it 
again.” Taking on the uncertainty 
of a naked space is key to their jour-
ney. Saga adds, “We meet a nothing-
ness and from there we build the 
story and landscape of the show.” 

Finding Themselves  
in the Wilderness

Each encounter on the stage leads 
to a new path, a new decision as 
the performers dance on the line 
between improvisation and com-
position. Saga explains, “we explore 

variations of this relationship; we 
don’t believe that it has to be bi-
nary. Sometimes we know what we 
are doing but we don’t know where 
it will lead. Other times we know 
where we are going but we don’t 
know how we are going to get there. 
That is the wildness in the work.” 
 No two shows are identical, 
but they stick to the core of the 
group’s ambitions. “We are ask-
ing the audience to come with us 
on a journey, to use their imagi-
nations and trust us,” says Katrín. 

Danger and 
Vulnerability

There is a danger in the openness of 
improvisation, Katrín says. “There 
are real risks in the 
show, in terms of 
how exactly our 
intentions are fol-
lowed th roug h, 
which is vital. We 
want to be care-
ful that we are not 
doing a represen-
tation of moving 
a mountain. So, 
there have to be 
real stakes, real 
danger that some-
thing will happen, or that nothing 
will happen.” 
 “There is a suspense in that vul-
nerability,” Tinna adds. “The per-
formance works in this 90-minute 
frame because of this suspense.” It 
is there that the performers reveal 
the magic of vulnerability. 

Conquering the Stage 

“I think that the reason that it took 
us some time to [bring the perfor-
mance to Reykjavík]  is because 
this is a show for a big stage. We 
insist on the stage being big so we 
can conquer it,” says Katrín. “This 
particular stage isn’t just big in the 
physical sense.” Premiering the 
show in Reykjavík one year after 
their last performance presents 
new stakes and dangers for the 
Marble Crowd to face. “I think I 
will have premiere jitters,” admits 
Katrín. “This is our local audience. 

We have premiered the work in the 
Faroe Islands and Hamburg, but 
there is a fresh expectation and ex-
citement about showing the work 
here; it’s something very exciting.” 
 Acknowledging the rarity of  an 

independent art-
ist-collective pre-
senting its work on 
such a large scale, 
K a t r í n  s h a r e s 
their excitement, 
“As Moving Moun-
tains is an experi-
mental show, it is 
fantastic to per-
form the work in 
the National The-
atre of Iceland.” 
Saga adds, “We did 

three shows in Hamburg and that 
in itself was a journey. Now we have 
one show.” One show for the most 
impossible of voyages. 
 The Marble Crowd doesn’t balk at 
the pressure, allowing  themselves 
space to play in the wilderness 
they create. “Playfulness is seri-

ous,” says Katrín. “It is a political 
act to be hopeful and playful in our 
current landscape. But we are not 
too serious—there is a lot of joy in 
this group; that is very important.” 
Saga laughs, adding, “it’s hard to 
take such an absurd task too seri-
ously.” They shine with a balance 
of determination and light-heart-
edness. “Of course in the work we 
are attempting to move mountains. 
What is open to question is which 
mountain, where to move it and 
why move it in the first place?”   
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Tent, sail, or curtain?

“Playfulness is 
serious. It is a 
political act to 
be hopeful and 

playful in our 
current land-

scape.”

THE HOME
OF ICELANDIC

SEAFOOD
AND LAMB

APOTEK Kitchen+Bar is a casual-smart
restaurant located in one of Reykjavíks

most historical buildings.
 We specialize in fresh seafood

and local ingredients 
prepared with a modern twist. 

APOTEK KITCHEN+BAR           Austurstræti 16          101 Reykjavík       apotek.is          



BEST OF REYKJAVÍK

Best Place To 
See A Movie
Reykjavík Record 

Shop
Klapparstígur 35

This tiny record store might of-
fer a more streamlined selec-
tion than other places, but it 
has a good selection of old and 
new records from both Icelandic 
and international artists. The 
true pleasure of shopping here, 
however, lies in chatting to the 
personnel, usually comprised of 
DJs, musicians or simply music 
know-it-alls. As one panelist put 
it: “There are only music nerds 
working here, so they can help 
you with anything.”

Runners-up:  
Lucky Records

Rauðarárstígur 10 

Famous far and wide for its end-
less selection of music, Lucky 
Records is a library of sound. 
Though the stock is organised 
by genre and alphabetically, one 
doesn’t exactly go to Lucky Re-
cords for the taxonomy: it has a 
punky, underground character 
that makes all the difference. 
Peruse away for an entire after-
noon and go home with an un-
expected gem.

Smekkleysa Plötubúð
Laugavegur 35

The bright green “Bad Taste” 
shop on Laugavegur is a long-
running staple of Icelandic re-
cord stores. Also a record label, 
they stock the best new and clas-
sic records, alongside a carefully 
curated wall of new vinyls from 
indie labels around the world. A 
must-see store for indie nerds 
and audiophiles. 

How To Buy 
Souvenirs...  

… without being tacky and losing the 
respect of your peers 

Words: Claudia Schultz    Photos: Art Bicnick

Going on vacation means diving into 
a new culture; a new society, with 
different myths and endless unfor-
gettable impressions. It’s natural 
to want to take something home to 
remember it by. Et voilà—the sou-
venir shop is born. There are many 
in Reykjavík’s city centre—so many 
that it can be hard to know where 
to look and what to buy. Sure, you 
can take home the tacky little puffin 
statues or a ‘real Game of Thrones 
drinking horn.’ But why should you? 
You’re in Iceland. Get something that 
wasn’t made in China.

No money, no problem

Souvenirs don’t always have to be 
expensive or even cost money at all. In 
the age of iPhones and GoPros you’ll 
be bringing back a bank of Iceland 
content to annoy your friends with on 
social media. And, well… there are 
always good old analogue memories. I 
know it sounds like a cliché, but some 
things can only be preserved in your 
memory anyway.  

Woolly warm waist 

Instead of buying a hoodie made in 
China, why don’t you check out some 
handmade Icelandic wool sweaters? 
Sure, they might feel like hundreds 
of little ants running all over your 
body because of the spiky, unspun 
“lopi” wool, but if you wear a t-shirt 
underneath, they’re warm and long 
lasting. Imagine sharing the same 
coat as happy Icelandic sheep. The 
Hand Knitting Association store on 
Skólavörðustígur is best, but If you 
don’t want to spend a lot of money, 
you should check out the second-
hand stores on Laugavegur. There 
are always a few sweaters waiting 
for a new home..

Something warm  
for the hands  

The picture shows some beautiful 
leather gloves by VARMA (10,900 ISK 
at Hrím, Laugavegur 25). They are 
handmade in Iceland and will defi-
nitely remind you of that freezing 

cold you got to experience here. Not 
only are gloves a great gift (if the re-
cipient of the gift lives in a country 
where snow exists), they also last 
a lifetime. And OMFG you definitely 
don’t want to travel Iceland without 
a pair. Pretty and practical!

Salt, salt, salt 

For the foodie in your life, get some 
of the crazy varieties of different 
salts Iceland has to offer. There’s lava 
salt, salt with rhubarb, salt salt, salt 
with herbs, black beach sand salt, 
wild berry salt, Icelandic moss salt… 
probably even a salt that makes the 
northern lights fly out of your mouth 
after eating it. The range of salts 
from URTA are worth checking out 
(1,490 ISK per 100g).
 If being a princess and bathing in 
salt is more your thing, well you’re in 
for a treat without even looking at 
tacky little puffin figurines. ANGAN 
produces a sustainable skincare line 
made right here  in Iceland. Their 
bath salts and scrubs are natural, 
environmentally friendly and don’t 
contain synthetics. The bath salt pic-
tured (3,590 ISK) can be found in Heil-
suhúsið (Laugavegur 20b) and nu-
merous other shops.  

Puuuuffins  

Puffins are cute, and they have 
become the unofficial mascot of 
Iceland. Of course, you wanna buy 
a little bird to take home. Skip the 
ubiquitous plush ones and do it 
right. Many stores stock handmade 
wooden puffins in different sizes. 
And fun fact: DON’T buy polar bear 
teddies—there’s nothing less Ice-
landic you could take home.  
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We don't monkey around with our money

Best of Reykjavík
“There is probably 

even a salt that makes 
the Northern lights 

fly out of your mouth 
after eating it.”

Open 11:30-22:00

saegreif inn. is

Geirsgata 8  •  101 Reykjavík  •  Tel. 553 1500  •  seabaron8@gmail.com

An absolute 
   must-try!

Saegreifinn restaurant (Sea Baron) is like none other 
in Iceland; a world famous lobster soup and a diverse 
fish selection.



Finnbogi Örn Einarsson 
Finnbogi Örn Einarsson, the back-
bone of the Icelandic hardcore 
scene, has had a crazy week. With-
in the first days of November, his 
band, Great Grief, was signed onto 
No Sleep Records and announced 
as a surprise addition to Iceland 
Airwaves. Here’s his perfect day.  
 
Morning

I wake up fresh at 5:30, make some 
tea, oatmeal and get some design 
work done while listening to choice 
cuts from my record collection. This 
morning on rotation is Jesus Piece’s 
‘Only Self.’ At 6:30, I make my protein 
shake and head to World Class inside 
Iceland’s largest phallus, Smáralind. 
Once I’m there, it’s time to catch up on 
my podcasts and deadlift more than 
my lanky friends, which I post about 
on my Instagram (@finnbogiorn) story 
with the caption “GAINS.” Then I take 
on my challenge for the day: the ice 
cold hot pot. Afterwards, it’s back to 
the locker room, where the hair-dry-

er is mine for at least ten minutes. 
 
Breakfast

I get into my 2000 Toyota Yaris. The first 
stop is Reykjavík Roasters for a proper 
Americano. That’s where the barista 
puts a tiny amount of water in first, and 
then pours a double shot of espresso 
on top. I don’t burn my tongue. Now, I 
feel a gurgling in my stomach. I pick up 
my friends and we’re off to Stofan for 
vegan brunch. We discuss life, its trials, 
tribulations, and how we’re all waiting 
for Krabba Mane to drop a record.

Lunch

It’s 16:00. I stroll to Gaukurinn, where-
in lies one of Reykjavík’s greatest 
treasures—Veganæs! I look through 
the menu for about 5 minutes even 
though I’ve had every single thing 
nine times at least. I order the Fish-
ish burger and fries loaded with 
Linnea’s vegan béarnaise and Marie 
Sharp’s Habanero. I wash it down with 
an Americano from Gaukurinn’s new 
espresso machine!

Evening

It’s time for dinner and a show, so I 
mosey to R6013—Iceland’s great-
est DIY venue. The bands playing are 
xGADDAVÍRx, Grit Teeth, Great Grief and 
I Adapt, which has reunited to head-
line because it’s my perfect day. The 
food at R6013 is always vegan, so I eat 
seven bowls of pasta.

The heat of the night

Miami is this trendy place where 
none of my crowd hangs out, but my 
friend Fannar works there. He makes 
me my signature straight edge 
cocktail and we talk until the bar 
gets packed with jocks. Then, I meet 
the squad at Húrra, where we get a 
shitton of Club Mates and laugh the 
night away. Once Húrra closes, we 
sit by the pier and have extremely 
emotional conversations—an old-
fashioned “trúnó.” I go to sleep over 
a nice binge of ‘Freaks and Geeks’ 
while eating a Daiya pizza and black 
chili Doritos. 

Perfect Day
A face of the downtown scene tells us how to spend a perfect day in Reykjavík

Reykjavík Map

Vital Info

Best Of ReykjavíkPlaces We Like

November 9th—December 6th

In Your  
Pocket

Venues
The numbers on the right (i.e. E4) tell you 
position on the map on the next page 
Austur
Austurstræti 7 D3

American Bar
Austurstræti 8 D3

Andrými
Bergþórugata 20 G6

B5
Bankastræti 5 E4

Bar Ananas
Klappastígur 28 E5

Bíó Paradís 
Hverfisgata 54 E5 

Bjarni Fel 
Austurstræti 20 E4

Bravó
Laugavegur 22 E5

Boston
Laugavegur 28b E5  

Dillon
Laugavegur 30 E5

Dubliner 
Naustin 1-3 D3 

English Pub
Austurstræti 12 D3

Gaukurinn 
Tryggvagata 22 D3

Hard Rock Café
Lækjargata 2a D3

Hressó
Austurstræti 20 D3

Húrra 
Naustin  D3

Iðnó
Vonarstræti 3 E3

Kex Hostel
Skúlagata 28 E7

Kaffibarinn
Bergstaðastræti 1 E4

Kaffi Vínyl
Hverfisgatur 76 E6

Kiki Queer Bar
Laugavegur 22 E5

Loft 
Bankastræti 7 E4

Mengi
Óðinsgata 2  F5

Nordic House
Sturlagata 5  H2

Paloma
Naustin  D3 

Prikið
Bankastræti 12 E4

R6013
Ingólfsstræti 20 E4

Reykjavík Roasters
Kárastígur 1 F5

Stofan Café
Vesturgata 3 D3

Ölsmiðjan 
Lækjargata 10 E3

Tivoli bar 
Hafnarstræti 4  D3

Tjarnarbíó 
Tjarnargata 12  E3

Museums & Galleries 
ART67
Laugavegur 67   F7
Open daily 9-21

ASÍ Art Gallery
Freyjugata 41   G6
Open Tue-Sun 13-17

Aurora Reykjavík
Grandagarður 2   B1
Open 09-21

Ásgrimur Jónsson 
Museum
Bergstaðastr. 74  G4
July 8-Sep 1, Mon-Fri

Berg Contemporary
Klapparstígur 16 E5
Tu-F 11-17, Sat 13-17

The Culture House
Hverfisgata 15  E5 
Open daily 10–17 

The Einar Jónsson  
Museum
Eiriksgata   G5
Open Tue–Sun 10–17

Ekkisens
Bergstaðast. 25b  F4

Gallerí List
Skipholt 50A    H10
M-F 11-18, Sat 11-16 

Hafnarborg
Strandgata 34, 220 
Open Wed-Mon 12-17

Hitt Húsið
Pósthússtræti 3-5  D4

Hverfisgallerí 
Hverfisgata 4 D4
Tu-Fri 13-17, Sat 14-17

i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16   D3
Tu-Fri 11-18, Sat 
13-17 

The Penis Museum
Laugavegur 116   F8
Open daily 10-18

Kirsuberjatréð
Vesturgata 4   D3
M-F 10-18, Sat-Sun 
10-17

Kling & Bang
Grandagarður 20  A4
W-Sun 14-18, Th 12-21

Listastofan
Hringbraut 119  
Open Wed-Sat 13-17

Living Art Museum
Granadarður 20 A4
T-Sun 12-18, Th 12-21

Mokka Kaffi
Skólavörðustíg. 3A  E5
Open daily 9-18:30

Museum Of Design 
and Applied Art
Garðatorg 1 
Open Tu-Sun 12-17

The National  
Gallery of Iceland
Fríkirkjuvegur 7   F3
Open daily 10–17

The National Museum
Suðurgata 41  G2 
Open daily 10–17 

The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5   H2
Thu-Tu 11-17, W 11-20

Hafnarhús 
Tryggvagata 17   D3
Open 10-17, Thu 10-22

Kjarvalsstaðir
Flókagata 24   H8
Open daily 10-17

Ásmundarsafn
Sigtún
Open daily 10-17

Reykjavík City Library
Tryggvagata 15   D3
Mon-Thu 10-19, Fri  
11-18, Sat-Sun 13-17

Árbæjarsafn
Kistuhylur 4 
Open daily 13-17

The Settlement 
Exhibition
Aðalstræti 16   D3
Open daily 9-18

Reykjavík Museum  
of Photography
Tryggvagata 15   D3
Mon-Thu 10-18, Fri  
11-18, Sat-Sun 13-18 

Saga Museum
Grandagarður 2   B2
Open daily 10-18

Sigurjón Ólafsson 
Museum
Laugarnestangi 70
Open Tu-Sun 14-17

SÍM
Hafnarstræti 16 D3
Open Mon-Fri 10-16

Tveir Hrafnar 
Baldursgata 12   G4
Open Fri-Sat 13-16

Wind & Weather 
Window Gallery
Hverfisgata 37 E5

Venue Finder

Useful Numbers
Emergency: 112 
On-call doctors: 1770 
Dental emergency: 575 0505 
Taxi: Hreyfill: 588 5522 - BSR: 561 0000

Post Offices 
The downtown post office is at 
Pósthússtræti 3–5, open Mon–Fri 
09:00–18:00. 

Pharmacies
Lyf og heilsa, Egilsgata 3, tel: 563 1020 
Lyfja, Laugavegur 16, tel: 552 4045  
and Lágmúli 5, tel: 533 2300

Opening Hours - Bars & Clubs
Bars can stay open until 01:00 on week-
days and 04:30 on weekends.

Opening Hours - Shops & Banks
Most shops: Mon–Fri 10–18, Sat 10–16, 
Sun closed. Banks: Mon-Fri 09-16

Swimming Pools 
Sundhöllin, the downtown pool at 
Barónsstígur, is an indoor swimming 
pool with hot tubs and a diving board. 
More pools: gpv.is/swim 
Open: Mon-Thu from 06:30–22. Fri from 
06:30–20. Sat from 08–16. Sun from 10–18. 

Public Toilets
Public toilets in the centre can be found inside the 
green-poster covered towers located at Hlemmur, 
Ingólfstortorg, by Hallgrímskirkja, by Reykjavík 
Art Museum, Lækjargata and by Eymundsson on 
Skólavörðustígur. Toilets can also be found inside the 
Reykjavík City Hall and the Reykjavík Library.

Public Transport
Most buses run every 20–30 min 
Fare: 460 ISK adults, 220 ISK children. 
Buses run from 07–24:00, and 10–04:30 
on weekends. More info at: www.bus.is. 

t

Words: Finnbogi Örn Einarsson 
& Hannah Jane Cohen  

Photo: Art Bicnick

“I deadlift more 
than my lanky 

friends, which I 
post about on my 
Instagram story 
with the caption 

‘GAINS.’”

handknitted.is
t +354 552 1890

Skólavörðustígur 19   •    Borgartún 31

BUY
DIRECTLY
FROM
THE PEOPLE
WHO
MAKE
THEM

shop.grapevine.is

shop.grapevine.is

 shop.grapevine.is*
shop.grapevine.is

shop.grapevine.isshop.grapevine.is

Get Grapevine Merch!

Don't Hesitate!
Act Now!

* You only need to type the URL in once
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Dining
1. Snaps
Þórsgata 1

Snaps is a beloved casual-chic bistro 
with a forget-you’re-in-Reykjavík vibe 
thanks to its lush greenery and warm 
lighting. On a grey day, nothing beats 
sitting by the greenhouse walls with 
their excellent moules frites. Did we 
mention they make a stellar creme 
brulée as well? A true keeper. 

2. Block Burger
Skólavörðustígur 8

Block Burger is an office favourite. 
You can see their white paper to-
go bags stacked on writers’ desks. 
Modelled heavily on the American 
chain Shake Shack in presentation, 
Block is reasonably priced (for 
Reykjavík) and has quick service. It’s 
a lunchtime spot worth checking out.

3. Ísbúðin Valdís
Grandagarður 21

Valdis is perhaps Reykjavik’s most 
beloved ice cream parlour. All their 
ice cream is made in-house every 
morning. If you like liquorice, try 
their Turkish Pepper flavour: it looks 
like liquid cement, but it’s one of 
their most popular offerings. Valdis 
doesn’t have much seating, so get 
your ice cream to go and enjoy it in a 
parked car – Icelandic style.

4. Hannesarholt
Grundarstígur 10

Hannesarholt was officially opened 
to the public in 2013, and it serves 
as a reminder of what Iceland used 
to be. The beautiful building hosts 
exhibits, concerts, and a fabulous 
vegan-friendly menu that uses local 
produce. Don’t miss the salmon 
either—it’s cooked to perfection.

5. Brauð & Co.
Frakkastígur 16

Brauð & Co. burst onto the bakery 
scene in 101 Reykjavík. Regulars 
swear by their “snuður”—cinnamon 
bread rolls smothered with a sugary 
glaze. They take it a step further and 
stuff the classics with blueberries 
and whatnot, eliciting inappropriate 
satisfied moans. Get there early to 
snatch a warm one. 

6. Dill
Hverfisgata 12

If you’re a gourmand looking for a 
memorable meal when in Reykjavík, 

Dill has to top your list. Dill showcases 
the best of Iceland with seasonal 
menus, paying homage to the island’s 
bounty, executed with all the tweezer 
precision of modern cuisine. Don’t 
even think twice about splurging for 
the seven-course menu—it’s the only 
way to do it.

7. Hverfisgata 12
Hverfisgata 12

The “Nameless Pizza Place” at 
Hverfisgata 12 has been pushing 
that doughy envelope with topping 
combinations that ’ l l  leave you 
scratching your head at f irst 
and rubbing your belly later. Try 
the beetroot pizza or the soya 
mushroom, sausage and pickled 
chilli number, and make a night of it 
with some excellent cocktails from 
the bar. 

8. Ramen Momo
Tryggvagata 16

Iceland’s first and only Ramen bar has 
upped their broth game with a silky 
slick Tonkotsu. They have a choice of 
noodles and broths catering to food 
intolerances and fads, and a popular 
‘Ramen of the Month’. We suggest 
getting the Ramen Tonkotsu with 
their perfectly cooked soy cured 
eggs.

9. The Fish Company
Vesturgata 2a

Fiskfélagið has been steadfastly 
dishing out some of the best seafood 
in Iceland. Don’t try too hard to make 
sense of the ingredient/country 
mashup—just focus on the food. 
Our former food editor described 
it as “fish so buttery, it must be on 
laxatives.” Yum.

10. Ali Baba
Veltusund 3b

This spot has often been awarded 
Grapevine’s “Best Late Night Bite.” 
Needless to say, it ’s the perfect 
place to satisfy pregnancy cravings, 
splitting hangovers and midnight 
binges. We recommend the lamb 
kofte wrap: it’s to die for.

Drinking
11. Dillon Whiskey Bar
Laugavegur 30

A mix between grunge and classy, 
D i l lon W hiskey Bar dominates 
their little stretch of Laugavegur. 
Crammed most nights with rockers, 
metalheads and tourists looking 
for a place to mumble AC/DC songs 

into their beer, Dillon boasts a wide 
selection of over 100 whiskies and 
hosts some of Iceland’s best hard 
rock bands on the weekends. 

12. Kiki Queer Bar
Laugavegur 22

If you're looking for Kiki, walk until 
you see the building that is entirely 
rainbow. The only dedicated queer 
bar in Iceland, Kiki is beloved by 
all the local gays, lesbians and in-
betweens. There, find drag shows, 
queer concerts, and hot sweaty 
dance floors every weekend night. 
They also have glitter shots for 500 
ISK.

13. Stofan
Vesturgata 3

When the name of the place literally 
translates to “the living room,” it’s 
pretty much expected to be a very 
cosy place to kick back with some 
late-afternoon, early-evening drinks. 
All their beers and wines on happy 
hour from 4pm until 8pm, and it’s 
a lovely central location with a dim 
basement and an airy first floor.

14. Kaffibarinn
Bergstaðastræti 1

With a saloon-like atmosphere in 
the daytime, when dogs and kids 
run around amongst the diehard 
local crowd and groups of confused 
tourists, Kaffibarinn turns into an all-
out party during the small hours of 
the weekend. Whether you’re holiday 
day-drinking or getting messy, it 
never fails to amuse. 

15. Gaukurinn
Tryggvagata 22

If you prefer your music grungy, raw 
and weird, then Gaukurinn is your 
place. With dim lights, leather sofas 
and a gender neutral bathroom, it’s 
become the perfect hangout for 
the unorthodox Reykjavíkingar, so if 
you’re looking for like-minded peeps 
to drink with, here you go.

16. Mikkeller & Friends
Hverfisgata 12

Another great spot for beer-tasting, 
this place has a unique and constantly 
rotating selection of beers from 
Mikkeller and other carefully picked 
craft breweries, knowledgeable 
bartenders, antique-chic décor, and 
it’s located upstairs from Hverfisgata 
12, so you get good weekend DJs, 
fancy bar snacks and pizzas.

17. Slippbarinn
Mýrargata 2

This standard go-to bar for cocktails 
holds its own as far as the mixing 
game goes, with a unique menu and 
highly skilled bartenders to shake 
them up. The bar itself is a beautifully 
designed space with a gorgeous view, 
right in the Old Harbour.

18. The Pedersen Suite
Ingólfsstræti 7A

This rooftop bar is located on the 
top of the cavernous Gamla Bíó 
theatre. It has loads of seating with 
soft furniture to luxuriate on, a view 
across the harbour, cocktails, and all 
the sun you could wish for. 

Shopping
19. Kolaportið
Tryggvagata 19

Kolaportið is a huge indoor flea 
m a r ke t  t h a t  t a ke s  p l a c e  o n 
weekends. It’s filled with stalls selling 
bric-a-brac, secondhand clothes, 

GOTT restaurant, 
Hafnarstræti 17

101 Reykjavík, Iceland
www.gott.is

gottreykjavik@gott.is
Tel; +354 514 6868TM

GOOD VALUE
GOOD FOOD

D

COME TRY OUR 
FRESH FISH 
OF THE DAY

Reykjavík Kitchen 
Rauðarárstígur 8, 105 Reykjavík 

+354 5620020 • reykjavikkitchen.is

C

Party Every Night. Cocktails!  
Live Music. Live Sports Coverage

50 different kinds of beer.
Kitchen open from 11.00.

Ribs - Burgers. Chicken Wings!
AUSTURSTRAETI 8  • REYKJAVIK

E L E G A N T  P R E M I S E S
I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F

R E Y K J A V I K

B R E A K F A S T  a n d  B R U N C H

L U N C H  a n d  D I N N E R  M E N U

 L O C A L  a n d  F O R E I G N  D I S H E S

H A P P Y  H O U R  D A I LY  1 5 - 1 8 : 0 0

B A N K A S T R Æ T I  7 A  -  1 0 1  R E Y K J AV Í K  -  T E L .  5 6 2  3 2 3 2
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Local gastro pub & café
Craft food & beer - Speciality coffee & tea

www.laekur.is
Next to national swimming pool

Open daily 9am - 11pm
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Chido Mexican Grill
Ægisíða 123
The diversification of culinary 
options in Vesturbær continues 
with the opening of Chido Mexi-
can Grill. The joint dishes up 
burritos, bowls, tacos and que-
sadillas along with the full spec-
trum of colourful Jarritos so-
das. Purists (and celiacs) might 
balk at the ‘corn-flavoured’ 
flour tortillas undergirding the 
tacos, but it’s what’s inside that 
matters, isn’t it?  EJP

New In Town 

23

Swedish outerwear brand Fjällräven's 
classic rucksack is so durable that 
they’ve been known to become 
family heirlooms, passed down to 
kids by parents who, presumably, 
grew up and got briefcases and 
fancy handbags instead. You'll see 
their duds adoring the backs of many 
Reykjavík-ites today.

26. Rauðhetta & Úlfurinn
Skólavörðustígur 8

In a sense Rauðhetta & Úlfurinn 
is a Reykjavík classic. It ’s been 
around for over a decade, and the 
service is congenial without being 
overbearing. People are loyal to their 
favourite hairdresser, meaning some 
of them have long waiting lists, but 
pop in and try your luck.

unusual foods, antique postcards, 
lópapeysur, and the occasional 
religious booth filled with literature 
and pamphlets. 

20. Omnom Chocolate
Hólmaslóð 4

You can see the whole process by 
which Omnom’s chocolate bars are 
made here, from when they receive 
the cocoa beans to when they wrap 
them in their beautiful packing. 
Then you can buy some for the trip 
home. 

21. Mál og Menning
Laugavegur 18

Mál og Menning has three levels 
with great curated displays of the 

latest titles, and for visitors there’s 
an area dedicated to selling recent 
and classic Icelandic literature in 
English. The café is a haunt of local 
writers, and it hosts occasional book 
launches and readings, too.

22. Lucky Records
Rauðarárstígur 10

Lucky Records is probably the biggest 
record shop in Iceland, with shelves 
upon shelves of new and used vinyl 
and CDs on offer. They have a small 
stage where local and visiting bands 
sometimes perform, and expert staff 
that can always help you find what 
you’re looking for.

23. Farmers And Friends
Hólmaslóð 2 & Laugavegur 37

If you want to pick up an Icelandic 
sweater, peruse the Farmers Market 
outlet. Their wares c  ombine Nordic 
style with a fresh aesthetic, providing 
you with a modern take on traditional 
pieces. 

24. Tulipop
Skólavörðustígur 43 

Tulipop serves up everything from 
lamps to wallets all covered in the 
cutest monsters you’ll ever see. The 
Icelandic brand’s flagship store is 
an explosion of pastels and neons. 
Stop here for gifts, souvenirs, or just 
a little adorable pick-me-up. 

25. Fjällräven
Laugavegur 67

Laugardalur

WE BAKE OUR BREAD IN-HOUSE AND WE 
MAKE THE PANCAKES FROM SCRATCH

A M E R I C A N  P A N C A K E S
H O M E  M A D E  B R E A D

O P E N  M O N - F R I  7. 3 0 - 1 4 . 3 0  
S AT - S U N  8 . 0 0 - 1 4 . 3 0
K I T C H E N  C L O S E D  F R O M  1 4 . 0 0

K
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www.maturogdrykkur.is
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HISTORIC EXHIBITION              
RESTAURANT •  SHOP •  

ACTIVITIES

Saga Museum •  Grandagarður 2 •  101 Reykjavík
Tel.: (+354) 511 1517 •  Open: Daily from 10 to 18

www.sagamuseum.is

H
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 MELLY MÖÐERFÖNKER
 GRL PWR

      DJ NAZARETH
 SKOTLEYFI Á SKYNFÆRIN: 

      INDRIÐI
 MÁNUDJASS
 ÞRIDDARI GÖTUNNAR

07.
10.

 MÁNUDJASS
 HÚRRA ANIME CLUB
 PUB QUIZ
MILLJÓN DJ SET
PSYCHOPLASMIC 

      ÓLI DÓRI
 

      SURA/KARÍTAS B2B DJ SET
 

MÁNUDJASS
DRINK & DRAW
 TBA!

 DJ YAMAHO
 BABIES IN CONCERT

      KGB
 PUP (CA), GREAT GRIEF, SNOWED IN
MÁNUDJASS
 TÝSDAGS TÆKNÓ

      LINE UP TBA!
 

 TBA!

20:00  / Free entry

21:00  / Free entry

20:00  / Free entry

22:00  / Free entry

21:00  / Tickets TBA!

20:00  / Tickets TBA!

21:00  / Free entry

20:00  / Free entry

20:00  / Free entry

20:00  / Tickets TBA!

23:00  / Free entry

22:00  / Free entry

21:00  / 1500 kr

20:00  / Free entry

21:00  / Free entry

20:00  / Free entry

23:00  / Free entry

21:00  / 3900 kr

21:00  / Free entry

20:00  / Free entry

Full listings in-house & online, see you here!

20:00  / Free entry
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Port, at night

“Music is more 
about the things 
that aren’t there 
rather than the 
things that are.”

T RACK BY TRACK 

‘Night Music’ By 
PORT 

A sonic world of repetition, 
minimalism and pure goth

Words: PORT & Hannah Jane Cohen     
Photos: Matthew Eisman

 
LP
‘Píanó í þokunni’ is out now

Above all else, PORT seeks to dive 
deep into alienation and escapism. 
Their first EP, ‘Night Music,’ came out 
in September and proved without 
a shadow of a doubt that these 
boys—veterans of the Reykjavík 
metal scene—can serve up con-
templative ambient music like the 
best of them. A mix of new-wave 
goth, synth-wave and alternative, 
their music is truly something new 
on the Icelandic scene. So if you’re a 
reformed goth, soundscape obses-
sée, or just someone who really likes 
deep vocals and drum machines, 
PORT is a must-listen. 
 We sat down with the com-
poser of the group, Andri V. Haralds-
son, to go through the album track 
by track.
 
As The Lights Fade

The intro was written and performed 
by Martijn de Groot, an incredible 
audio engineer and friend. He com-
bined the sonic elements later heard 
on the EP into a nice introduction to 
the release. 

Ljósbrot 

This is a song about hope—how light 
shines through the darkest clouds. 
The song opens with me plucking 
the strings of the piano, evolving 
with pads and arpeggiators. But 
at the core, the strings keep it to-
gether. I had the pleasure of having 
my niece, Eir Ólafsdóttir, play cello on 
this track, adding an organic touch 
to the synthetic sounds.

The Bag

This was the first song that I wrote 
after I moved to Amsterdam a little 
over a year ago. As I was becoming 
familiar with the new setting in my 
day-to-day life, I started to explore 
new sonic possibilities in music. At 
the time, I was reading Bukowski’s 
‘Factotum’ and the overall gritty tone 
of the book was a very big influence 
on the song. 
 
Get It On 

Get It On’ was written and recorded 
in one day. I decided to only allow 
myself two takes of each vocal 
track and, for better or worse, just 
stick with it. The song is a very nice 
example of the concepts I was work-
ing with at the time, repetition and 
minimalism being the main ones. I 

believe that music is all about the 
little things, and often more about 
the things that aren’t there rather 
than the things that are. There’s a 
single cymbal hit in the song, which 
essentially encapsulates these 
ideas.
  
The Night  

When this song was written, I had 
been exposed to Amsterdam’s night-
life for a while. After getting familiar 
with the routine of it, I eventually 
realised that nightlife is always the 
same everywhere in the world. This 
feeling creeped its way into a reverb 
and synth filled session, which 
became this song.  

 
Swans  

This one came to be in the alienating 
state of having moved somewhere 
new and not knowing anyone. That 
feeling of necessary loneliness 
translated itself into a song filled 
with many layers of guitars, synths 
and harmonised vocals. For me, the 
song is like a nice blanket. It’s also 
one of the better mixes I had made 
at the time, so it holds a couple of 
personal milestones.  

Late To The Party  

With this song, I once again set some 
restrictions for myself. I wanted 
to write a song with no more than 
three chords and some vocals. The 
sessions spent on this one were very 
enjoyable. They were also creative 
as the vocals—which were never a 
big focus point before—really had to 
hold the song up. ‘Late To The Party’ 
is a nice way to end the EP as the 
core concepts of it, repetition and 
minimalism, are seen here in their 
most basic form.  

Lækjargata 4 | 101 Reykjavík | Sími 55 10 100 | Open 11:00 - 22:00 | jomfruin.is

– home of the open sandwiches
Welcome to JómfrúinWelcome to Jómfrúin

Grab a bite at Dunkin’ Donuts. We’re open every day.

BAGELS FROM 599 ISK

Kringlan Hagasmári 9 Fitjar KEF Airport
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There have been some great 
new Icelandic releases lately. 
Skaði released an album 

called ‘Jammið’ via FALK Records, avail-
able as a cassette or download. 
Rapper Herra Hnetusjmör (that’s Mr. 
Peanut Butter, to you) has released a 
new collab EP featuring many of his 
KBE Records brethren called ‘Hetjan Úr 
Hverfinu’ or (‘Hero of Yr Hood’). Hunky 
RnB crooner AUÐUR got ripped and 
dropped first his shirt, then a new LP 
called ‘Afsakanir.’ Most fun of all, dj. 
flugvél og geimskip has released a 
psychedelic computer game in which 
you must kill snakes with a pomera-
nian hammer. Try it at djflugvel-
oggeimskip.com.  JR

 
 
 

Our “You Should Have Heard This” 2018 
Grapevine Music Award winner Sólveig 
Matthildur—also featured on the 
cover of this issue as one third of 
Kælan Mikla—is about to be heard by 
a lot more people. Sólveig will embark 
on the 14 date “Dystopian Boy” tour 
through Europe this November and 
December, including performances in 
London and at the 2018 Iceland 
Airwaves festival. Gig-goers in 
Germany, France and Spain will get 
the chance to hear her gothic alt-pop 
and to pick up a rose-red vinyl copy 
of her 2017 debut solo album while 
they’re at it. JR

On Halloween night, beloved black 
metal studio Studio Emissary—the or-
ganisers of the late Oration Festival—
posted a cryptic photo on Facebook. 
Under the caption, “This is happen-
ing,” a new festival was announced: 
Ascension MMXIX , which will be held 
from June 13th to 15th in Mosfells-
bær. The reveal was a complete sur-
prise to the black metal community, 
as Studio Emissary’s owner, Stephen 
Lockhart, had famously declared last 
year that he was done with festivals 
after the last iteration of Oration. Ste-
phen and Studio Emissary declined 
to give Grapevine any information 
on Ascension. An unnamed source, 
though, did say that the music will 
be just as dark as Oration, but more 
varied. HJC

MUSIC 
NEWS 

Never Quit
Benny Crespo’s Gang’s long-anticipated  

second album is here      
Words: Tara Njála Ingvarsdóttir   Photos: Timothée Lambrecq

 

LP & Airwaves 
‘Minor Mistakes’ will be released on 
vinyl and online soon. Catch them live 
Bryggjan Brugghús for Airwaves on 
November 10th.

Benny Crespo’s Gang, the dynamic 
Icelandic rock quartet, formed in 
2003, and their self-titled debut al-
bum was released in 2007. They’re 
worshipped by rock enthusiasts 
in Reykjavík, and known for their 
energetic and wild performances. 
Lovísa Elísabet Sigrúnardóttir is the 
singer of the band and is also well-
known for her solo project Lay Low. 
“Rock was mainstream then, now 
rock is more side stuff,” she says of 
the band’s debut, more than a dec-
ade ago. “It’s fun to feel that shift. 
They’re not playing rock so much on 
the radio.” 
 The gang are embracing this 
evolving musical landscape, and 
now—eleven years later—their 
sophomore album, “Minor Mis-
takes,” has finally arrived. 

Band democracy
Helgi, Bassi and Magnús met while 
in high school in Selfoss. When asked 
about the birth of the band, Lovísa 
lights up. “Funny story,” she says. “I 
was Magnús’ girlfriend—which I’m 
not anymore—and they needed a 
keyboard for a practice. I showed up 
to the practice and played with them. 
I was just in. I don’t recall ever being 
officially invited to be the band.” Hel-
gi adds: “You just were a part of the 
band from our first practice.”
 Their music is written collec-
tively. “The four of us bring an equal 
amount to the table,” says Lovísa. 
“We own the songs together and 
write them mostly together. Some-
one will bring a riff and then some-
one else will add onto 
it and it grows. Often 
we disagree and we 
just have to find ways 
to decide on things, 
which makes it fun. We come from 
different directions but still we kind 
of like the same things.” 
 Helgi adds: “Sometimes we have 
to take democratic decisions.” Lovísa 
chimes in, half-smiling: “Which may 

be why this album has taken such a 
long time.” 

Don’t call it a comeback
Their meticulously created second 
album has been long anticipated. 
“You could almost say that each 
note, each sound has an exact in-
tention,” says Lovísa. But their fans 
have stayed loyal and excited. Ben-
ny Crespo’s Gang have played every 
single Airwaves since they started, 
except in 2015. 
 Some years, it was the only show 
they played. “It’s kind of like our an-
nual celebration,” says Helgi, chuck-
ling. “People have written about us 
when we play again like we’re mak-
ing a comeback—but we’ve never 
quit.” Lovísa emphasises: “Never 
quit.”

Atmosphere and attitude
The gang have been working on 
‘Minor Mistakes’ since the release 
of their debut offering. “There have 
been times where we are listening 
to demos and notice that it’s been a 
few years since we last opened the 
file,” says Lovísa. “Then sometimes 
there came a lag in passion to fin-
ish the album. We would meet and 
make something new, and realise: 
‘We have to finish this, it’s great!’ 
Then another six months would pass 
and we hadn't done anything.” 
 Their trademark within the craft 
is to weave chapter changes into 
their songs. Some of the songs have a 
different styles intertwined. “We de-
cided right away that on this album 
would concentrate on the melodies,” 
says Helgi. “I would say that there are 
catchier lines on this one.”
 The new single “Another Storm” 
is indeed catchy, “poppy,” and ex-
act, but they certainly haven’t lost 

their attitude, and the 
music still shakes up 
your gut. Some songs 
on ‘Minor Mistakes’ 
have been performed 

at concerts in the past years, but oth-
ers have been hidden away until now. 
For an immersive experience of a 
Reykjavík rock legend, see them live 
at Airwaves 2018.  

gpv.is/music
Share this + Archives

Benny Crespo's Gang, shredding

events venuebar &
Tryggvagata 22, 101 Reykjavík

EVERY 
TUESDAY

EVERY 
MONDAY

KARAOKE PARTY
21.00 / FREE ENTRY

STANDUP COMEDY 
IN ENGLISH / 21.00 / FREE ENTRY

7/11

14/11

15/11

16/11

17/11

23/11

24/11

25/11

28/11

29/11

30/11

6/12

- 10/11 ICELAND AIRWAVES

NERD PUB QUIZ

PALADIN, INZEROS

DRAG-SÚGUR (QUEER VARIETY SHOW)

ROHT, VONLAUS, XGADDAVÍRX, D7Y

SO YOU THINK YOU CAN DRAG
WITH MISS GLORIA HOLE (DRAG SHOW)

“VILTU FJÖRUTÍU ÁR Í VIÐBÓT, VÆNA?”
FRÆBBBLARNIR ANNIVERSARY PARTY

SINGER/SONGWRITER NIGHT

BELL WITCH (US), VOFA, HEIFT 

DRAG-SÚGUR: DRAG LAB
EXPERIMENTAL DRAG SHOW

DEVINE DEFILEMENT, MORONIC, 
WHILE MY CITY BURNS, ÖRMAGNA

THE EVENING GUESTS
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Concerts & Nightlife
Events listed are all live performances and  
DJs. Venues are listed by day. For complete  
listings and detailed information on venues  
visit grapevine.is/happening.  
Send your listings to: listings@grapevine.is.

Friday November 9th

 Iceland Airwaves 2018
For Line-ups & Schedules,  

Download Their App  

Postmodern Jukebox
20:00 Harpa
Sturle Dagsland & MIMRA
20:00 Kaffi Vínyl
Cyber: 'Bizness' Album Party
17:00 Bankastræti 0
Pink Iceland Queer Fridays: 
Heiðrikur Á Heygum
18:00 Pink Iceland

Saturday November 10th

 Iceland Airwaves 2018
For Line-ups & Schedules

Download Their App  

ISSAMWERA
20:00 Kaffi Vínyl
GRIT TEETH / AMFJ / Abominor & More
19:00 Dillon
Svavar Knútur / Shawn William 
Clarke / Dead Bird Lady
15:00 Aurora Reykjavík
MSEA / BSÍ / Nornagal
14:00 Andrými
Elif Yalvac
21:00 Mengi
West Nordic Duo
17:00 Hannesarholt

Sunday November 11th

Sunday Jazz  
20:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
S.Hel &  DJ Atli Bollason
19:00 Kaffi Vínyl
John BRNLV's Bloody Hangover Party
TBA, Kaffibarinn
lowercase night
21:00 Prikið
IDK IDA / Zaar / MSEA & More
15:00 Loft

Monday November 12th

MonJazz
21:00 Húrra

Tuesday November 13th

Karaoke Party! 

21:00 Gaukurinn

Wednesday November 14th

Múlinn Jazz Club: 
Jónsson / Wettre Quintet
21:00 Harpa
Don Lockwood Band
21:00 Slippbarinn
Party Karaoke With Þórunn Antonía
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Iceland University Of The Arts: 
Lunch Concert
12:15 Kjarvalsstaðir

Thursday November 15th

Katrín Arndísardóttir: 
Classic Icelandic Songs
21:00 Petersen svítan
DJ Krummi
20:00 Kaffi Vínyl
Freyjujazz: Meraki
17:15 National Gallery Of Iceland
Milljón DJ Set
22:00 Húrra
Paladin / Exile / InZeros
21:00 Gaukurinn

Friday November 16th

DJ Dora
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Múlinn Jazz Club: 
Bjössi Thor & Hera Björk
21:00 Harpa
Psychoplasmic
21:00 Húrra
GÓSS
21:00 Skyrgerðin

Saturday November 17th

Buster Keaton: The General
14:00 Harpa

 GusGus
20:00, 22:30 Harpa

 ROHT Album Release Show
21:00 Gaukurinn
DJ Russian.Girls
20:00 Kaffi Vínyl
Ólöf Arnalds & Skúli Sverrisson
20:00 Húrra

Sunday November 18th

Sunday Jazz

20:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
The Chamber Music Society
16:00 Harpa

Monday November 19th

MonJazz
21:00 Húrra

Tuesday November 20th

Karaoke Party! 
21:00 Gaukurinn
xGaddavírx / Snowed In / Skerðing
18:00 R6013
DJ Daddy Issues
20:00 Iðnó

Wednesday November 21st

Múlinn Jazz Club: 
Tómas Jónsson Trio
21:00 Harpa
Iceland University Of The Arts: 
Gender-Swapping In Operas
12:15 Kjarvalsstaðir
Don Lockwood Band
21:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
Party Karaoke With Þórunn Antonía
21:00 Sæta Svínið

Thursday November 22nd

French Café: Unnur Sara Eldjárn
21:00 Petersen svítan

 The Nutcracker: St. Petersburg 
Festival Ballet
19:30 Harpa
DJ Beatmakin' Troopa
20:00 Kaffi Vínyl
Countess Malaise Showcase
20:00 Húrra

Friday November 23rd

Pink Iceland Queer Fridays: 
Soffía Björg
19:00 Pink Iceland
DJ Dora
21:00 Sæta Svínið

 The Nutcracker: St. Petersburg 
Festival Ballet
19:30 Harpa
Rás 1 Music Festival: Spirit & Matter
18:00 Harpa
DJ Óli Dóri
20:00 Kaffi Vínyl
DJ Yamaho
23:00 Húrra
Elín Ey & Eyþór Gunnarsson
21:00 Mengi

Saturday November 24th

Norðfirðingafélagið: 
50th Anniversary Concert
20:00 Harpa

 The Nutcracker: St. Petersburg 
Festival Ballet 
13:00, 17:00 Harpa
Ernesto Carcamo & 
DJ Melerito De Jeré
20:00 Kaffi Vínyl

J.S. Bach: Christmas Oratorio
17:00 Hallgrímskirkja
Babies
22:00 Húrra
Fræbbblarnir Anniversary Party
21:00 Gaukurinn

Sunday November 25th

Mozart Marathon
12:15 Hannesarholt
Sunday Jazz  
20:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
Hansel & Gretel: 
A Fairytale For The Brave
15:00 Harpa
Welcome Home: Song & Piano
16:00 Harpa
Sycamore Tree
22:00 Hard Rock Café

 PUP / Great Grief / Snowed In
21:00 Húrra

Monday November 26th

MonJazz
21:00 Húrra

Tuesday November 27th

Karaoke Party! 
21:00 Gaukurinn
Tuesday Techno
21:00 Húrra
DJ Pilsner
22:00 Kaffibarinn
Emilíana Torrini
20:30 Salurinn

Wednesday November 28th

 Bell Witch / Vofa / Heift
20:30 Gaukurinn
Don Lockwood Band
21:00 Slippbarinn
Party Karaoke With Þórunn Antonía
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Post-Dreifing: Sideproject / 
Axis Dancehall & More
20:00 Húrra
Emilíana Torrini
20:30 Salurinn

Thursday November 29th

Hansel & Gretel: 
A Fairytale For The Brave
19:00 Harpa
Bassadaughters: 
Unnur Birna & Dagný Halla
21:00 Petersen svítan
DJ Teknópagan & Narkókölt
20:00 Kaffi Vínyl
Meistarar Dauðans: 
Album Release Concert
22:00 Hard Rock Café
Emilíana Torrini
20:30 Salurinn

Friday November 30th

DJ Dora
21:00 Sæta Svínið

Múlinn Jazz Club: 
Trans-Atlantic Alliance
21:00 Harpa
DJ Kærleikur
20:00 Kaffi Vínyl
Devine Defilement / Moronic / While 
My City Burns / Örmagna
21:00 Gaukurinn
Stephen Dorocke & Bára Gísladóttir
21:00 Mengi

Saturday December 1st

Fóstbæður Male Choir: 
Sovereignity Songs
12:15 Harpa
Lay Low
20:30 Bæjarbíó

Sunday December 2nd

Hallgrímskirkja Motet Choir: 
Christmas Concert
17:00 Hallgrímskirkja
Sunday Jazz
20:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
The Reykjavík Big Band: 
Christmas Fun
14:00 Harpa
Reykjavík Chamber Orchestra 
Christmas Concert
16:00 Harpa
Kristján Jóhannsson's 
Christmas Concert
20:00 Harpa

 Katie Buckley & Mary Lattimore
21:00 Mengi

Monday December 3rd

MonJazz
21:00 Húrra

Tuesday December 4th

Karaoke Party! 
21:00 Gaukurin
Hallgrímskirkja Motet Choir: 
Christmas Concert
20:00 Hallgrímskirkja

Wednesday December 5th

Don Lockwood Band
21:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
Party Karaoke With Þórunn Antonía
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Múlinn Jazz Club: Rógvi Quintet
21:00 Harpa

Thursday December 6th

Iceland Symphony Orchestra: 
Open Rehearsal
9:30 Harpa
Iceland Symphony Orchestra: 
Advent At The Symphony
19:30 Harpa
Rosa & Nonni: Cosy Christmas
21:00 Petersen svítan
The Evening Guests Album Release 
Concert
21:00 Gaukurinn

November 9th—December 6th 

Our Picks

 
 PUP

Nov. 25th - 21:00 - 
Húrra - 2,000 ISK

People 
desperate for a 
sophisticated 
take on 2000s 
pop-punk, 
rejoice! PUP is 
here. HJC

 
 ROHT Album 

Release Show

Nov. 17th - 21:00 - 
Gaukurinn - Free!

ROHT’s short, 
sharp blasts of 
heavy noise will 
blow your ears 
off. Be afraid. Be 
very afraid. JR

  
 Bell Witch / Vofa / Heift

Nov. 28th - 20:30 - Gaukurinn -  
2,500 ISK

Bell Witch has journeyed to Iceland 
to give you the grimmest, most 
primordial voyage into slow, muddy 
darkness. They will also play doom 
metal. Joining the mournful, melod-
ic men are the local and abyssmal 
rockers Vofa and Heift. HJC

  
 The Nutcracker: St. Petersburg 

Festival Ballet

Nov. 22nd, 23rd, 24th - Various Times 
- Harpa  - 2,750-12,900 ISK

Don’t come to Tchaikovsky's 'The 
Nutcracker’ if you’re a big fan of 
mouses or Kings. The villain of 
the gorgeous ballet is both. But 
for rodent-haters, don’t miss the 
motherfather-ing St. Petersburg 
Festival Ballet perform it. No one 
does ballet like the Russians. HJC

  
 Katie Buckley & Mary Lattimore

Dec. 2nd - 21:00 - Mengi - 2,000 ISK

Mary Lattimore is 
a harpist from Los 
Angeles who has 
risen to prominence 
in recent years for her 
peaceful, luscious solo 
compositions, as well 

as her collaborations 
with musicians such 
as Kurt Vile, Thurston 
Moore and Steve Gunn. 
Her cassette-only 
‘Collected Pieces’ is a 
dreamy album on which 

the soothing patterns 
of plucked notes ripple 
and shimmer, melting 
into each other as she 
layers up loops and em-
ploys reverb to make 
her compositions melt 
before you like an ice 
sculpture. Her 2018 al-
bum, ‘Hundreds of Days,’ 
is just as mesmerising. 
She’ll play with Katie 
Buckley—one half of 
the duo Harpverk, with 
percussionist Frank 
Aarnink—and also a 
soloist, chamber musi-
cian, and the harpist 
with the Reykjavík Sym-
phony Orchestra. Settle 
in, and drift away. JR



A Dark Enigma 
Gyða Valtýsdóttir steps forards with her beautiful new 

solo album ‘Evolution’
Words: Alice Demurtas  Photo: Art Bicnick

Album & Airwaves
‘Evolution’ is out now on Figureight. 
See GYÐA live at Iceland Airwaves 
2018.

There’s always a certain allure to 
exploring all that is dark and mys-
terious, and even more so when 
the unknown darkness holds in its 
shroud the promise of pure beauty. 
That’s Gyða Valtýsdóttir for you: 
a dark enigma moving through 
space and sound with elegant in-
tuition. 
 Known for her ethereal voice 
and experimental ventures with 
Icelandic phenomenon múm, Gyða 
has been diving deeper into un-
known waters as a solo musician 
for quite some time now. She’s tak-
en part in various collaborations 
and, in 2017, released her first solo 
collection: ‘Epicycle,’ a series of her 
favourite composed pieces from 
throughout history—fragments of 
her musical life—reworked, and 
sewn together into an album.
 With her latest venture, she in-
stead embarks on a different jour-
ney, mostly on her own. ‘Evolution’ 
is both subtle and honest—but 
most importantly, it’s pure Gyða.  

Finding guidance

“The soul of the record came from 
writing one of the songs: ‘Í Annarri 
Vídd,’” Gyða explains. “I felt a very 
strong voice outside of me when I 
wrote that song and surrendering 
to it; following its guidance be-
came the inspiration. I had never 
felt such presence before.”
 But if that presence was the 
spark that lit the 
fire of ‘Evolution,’ 
the rest of the al-
bum followed or-
ganically, forming 
a process whose 
sole certain refer-
ence point was its 
beginning. “I didn’t know where 
this album was going, but I think 
there is definitely a lot of guidance 
whether you call it your higher self, 
or your subconscious mind,” Gyða 
says. “I think that energy is inside 
all of us.”

The beauty of 
imperfections

In all these open possibilities, Gyða 
found true freedom. She also al-
lowed herself to step away from 
striving towards absolute perfec-
tion—a habit that, Gyða admits, 
is inherent in those with classical 
training. “You can’t expect to put 
pressure on a creation to be a mas-

terpiece,” she says. “I had waited so 
long for this, so to me, making this 
record felt like unconditional love. 
It felt right for me at the time. Even 
the name of the album comes from 
that: I knew this was a process I 
had to go through. I had to let go of 
the perfection that doesn’t allow 
anything to be born.”

Beyond the cello
The result is a passionate cry for 
freedom, as Gyða’s voice dances 
around the intricate web of mel-
odies woven by the unmistakable 
sound of her cello. “I was seven 
years old when my older sister sug-

gested I play the 
cello,” Gyða whis-
pers. “I remember 
her saying that it 
was dark and mys-
terious and those 
two words really 
re s on at e d w it h 

me.” She chuckles, amused by her 
younger self.
 Years later, the cello has be-
come not only her faithful com-
panion but is also synonymous 
with her music. Gyða’s darkness, 
her elegance, her frai lty, her 
dreaminess—it’s all there, care-
fully locked between the melodies 
of ‘Evolution’ like a precious bird 
waiting to take flight. 
 “I’m very fortunate that I chose 
the cello and stuck to it. I feel like I 
can generate so many things with 
it,” she finishes. “For example, if 
I’m scoring movies. But it goes a 
little beyond cello playing.” She 
pauses, suddenly pensive. “It’s my 
voice.”  

Music

'Evolution' comes highly recommended by Dr. Charles Darwin

“Making this 
record felt like 
unconditional 

love.”

Opening Hours
Daily 10–17
Closed on 
Mondays 16/9–30/4

The National Museum of Iceland
Suðurgata 41, 101 Reykjavík

The Culture House
Hverfisgata 15, 101 Reykjavík

www.nationalmuseum.is
+354 530 2200

 @icelandnationalmuseum
  @thjodminjasafn

NATIONAL MUSEUM
OF ICELAND
THE CULTURE HOUSE

WELCOME 
TO THE

CULTURE
HOUSE

Points of view: 
A journey through the 
visual world of Iceland.

Laugavegi  28

537 99 00

sumac@sumac. is

sumac. is



A Fresh 
Frequency

Útvarp 101 is changing the game in Icelandic radio 
Words: Hannah Jane Cohen   Photo: Timothée Lambrecq 

Radio Station
Listen to Útvarp 101 in Iceland at 
94.1 FM or online at 101.live

They say that video killed the radio 
star, but a group of young Reykjavík 
musicians, artists and tastemakers 
are determined to prove that state-
ment untrue. On October 29th, the 
bunch took the cultural landscape 
of Iceland by storm with the reveal 
of their new youth-led radio station, 
Útvarp 101 (‘Radio 101’), on FM 94.1. 
 Unnsteinn Manuel Stefánsson, 
known for his work in Retro Stefson 
and record label Les Frères Stefson, 
is one of the founders of the station. 
Along with his brother Logi Pedro 
Stefánsson, Aron Már Ólafsson, 
Saga Garðarsdóttir, Svanhildur 
Gréta Kristjánsdóttir, and more, 
Unnsteinn has spent the last two 
years working to get  the station off 
the ground. 

The new normal
“I felt like there was this big gap in 
Iceland regarding music and pro-
gramming,” Unnsteinn explains, 
when asked what sparked the idea 
for Útvarp 101. “In Iceland, we’ve 
had a couple of youth stations, but 
it was always the same people who 

had been there since they were 
20 and are now 60, and they were 
playing music that had already 
been popular for a few months in 
the states.” 
 For Unnsteinn, the actual tastes 
of young people weren’t being met, 
and with that, many artists and 
genres lacked the exposure they 
deserved. “The voice of the young 
people needed to be heard,” so we 
made a pop music 
station with a new 
way of thinking.”
 This new way of 
thinking involves 
challenging the sta-
tus quo of Icelandic 
radio, and one of 
the most groundbreaking ways 
Útvarp 101 is doing so is through 
representation. “Maybe we have a 
Swedish song on the main list, then 
an African one. It’s not all Ameri-
can,” Unnsteinn continues. More 
importantly, the station is entirely 
balanced regarding gender, mean-
ing that for every song by a male 
artist, a female artist will be played. 
“That was very important to us,” 
Unnsteinn emphasises. 

Cultural curation
While many might think that ra-

dio is a dying medium, Unnsteinn 
explains that this is a common 
misconception. “Radio has had 
steady listener figures in Iceland,” 
he explains. That said, Unnsteinn 
does admit many young people have 
since turned to Spotify for new mu-
sic. Changing this is one of Útvarp 
101’s long-term goals. “Spotify, with 
their algorithm, doesn’t surprise 
you. It chooses songs based on what 
you’ve heard before so it just dives 
deeper into that line of music,” he 
says. “We need curation and that’s 
why we hope people tune in.” 
 But the station will be producing 
much more than just on-air con-
tent. Cross-media marketing across 
social platforms is the name of the 
game. “Maybe Páll Óskar comes in 
for an interview. We’d film the in-
terview with him and put it on You-

tube, post a quote 
with some typog-
raphy on Facebook 
and on Instagram, 
do a behind-the-
scenes of him at the 
station,” Unnsteinn 
explains. “So a lot of 

listeners will never tune in to the 
FM frequency, but they will see it 
on other platforms.” 
 For Unnsteinn, the station pro-
vides a voice long stifled in Icelan-
dic language media. “The Icelandic 
media is a lot about politics. It can 
be a huge echo chamber but with 
often polarising views. Culture 
and art get very little attention,” 
he explains. “We can do a lot better 
in regards to pop culture. We will 
change that.”   

Share this: gpv.is/music 
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“The voice of the 
young people 
needed to be 

heard.”  

AS BEFORE, LA PRIMAVERA 
COMBINES FOOD TRADITION 

|
FROM NORTHERN ITALY 

|
WITH PREMIUM 

ICELANDIC INGREDIENTS

RESERVATIONS: +354 519 7766
INFO@MARSHALLRESTAURANT.IS

GRANDAGARÐUR 20, 101 REYKJAVÍK

Kjarvalsstaðir 
 Flókagata 24
 105 Reykjavík
 +354 411 6400  

Open daily 
 10h00–17h00
artmuseum.is
#reykjavikartmuseum

20.10.2018– 
27.01.2019

 Haraldur 
 Jónsson

 Róf Spectrum



Art Find today's events  
in Iceland! 

Download our free 
listings app - APPENING 

on the Apple and 
Android stores

Árni Paints  
The Sea

An oceanic new exhibition looks at  
one of painting’s classic subjects 

Words: Claudia Schultz  Photo: Art Bicnick

Exhibition
‘Öldur Aldanna’ is open from Nov. 
10th at 16:00 until Nov. 30th at 
Listamenn Gallerí, Skúlagata 32. The 
opening will also feature musician 
Högni Egilsson.

The entrance to Gallery Port—
through a narrow passage leading 
off Laugavegur—has that special 
feeling of leading to something 
hidden away. Once inside, how-
ever, the wooden floors and high 
ceilings create an airy exhibition 
space. 
 Árni Már Erlingsson is the art-
ist who owns and runs the gallery. 
I find him sitting 
in his office—a 
little mayhem of 
creativity—wear-
ing a striking red 
hat. Every inch 
of the space is 
filled with paint 
and empt y cof-
fee cups, and the walls are lined 
with paintings. He smiles and wel-
comes me inside.

  Ocean spirit
Árni is working on his upcoming 
exhibition at Listamenn Galleri,  
located not far away on Skúlagata. 
“The concept of the exhibition is 
the sea,” he says, gesturing to the 
paintings leaning against the gal-
lery wall. “I really love the sea. I 
started to go sea swimming three 
years ago. It started out as being a 
challenge and I like that. And then 
I just got hooked on it.” 
 Árni doesn’t only feel connect-
ed to the sea through enjoying it. 
“I also have some spiritual ideas, 
just about life,” he says. “I like hav-
ing something more powerful in 
my life than myself. Some years 

ago, I tried to fig-
ure out what that 
could be. Basic re-
ligions don’t work 
out for me. I was 
standing in a gar-
den in Germany, 
and I thought: ‘Of 
course! The sea, 

the nature, all of these things, 
they’re much more powerful than 
me.’” He laughs, almost blushing. 

“It’s such a cliché, being an artist 
and having all those ideas about 
nature.” 

 Content of his  
current artwork

Árni approached this classic sub-
ject from some characteristically 
interesting angles. “When mak-
ing art, I don’t want to do a bunch 
of paintings just by taking photos 
of the sea,” he explains. “I want to 
create a resemblance of it, in col-
ors, in brushstrokes.” He points to 
the tattoo on his arm—three wavy 
lines in different shades of blue. 
“I’m doing three paintings show-
ing these waves,” he continues. “It 
will show an adding up of waves—
the rising of the sea levels.”
 The exhibit will also include 
screen prints. “They include 
waves, but they look more like a 
musical .WAV file,” he says. “I don’t 
just want perfect little waves, like 
they’re supposed to be.”

 Don’t take it so 
seriously

So, what does Árni want people 
to take away from the exhibition? 
“First of all, I’d like people not 
to take it so seriously,” he says. 
“Sometimes there’s some huge 
concept and you have to know the 
artist and his works, but some-
times it’s just about going in there 
and enjoying it,” he smiles. “Or 
not! You don’t need somebody else 
to tell you about the reasons why 
a painting is nice. It is about what 
you take out of it yourself. It’s shal-
low, it’s not deep art. I just wanted 
to do something nice.”  

“It’s such a cliché, 
being an artist and 

having all those 
ideas about nature.”

Sometimes, we all get the blues

i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16
101 Reykjavík
info@i8.is

t: +354 551 3666
www.i8.is

MAGNÚS INGVAR ÁGÚSTSSON
ÖRN ALEXANDER ÁMUNDASON
ELÍSABET BRYNHILDARDÓTTIR
EMMA HEIÐARSDÓTTIR
UNA BJÖRG MAGNÚSDÓTTIR 
SIGURÐUR ATLI SIGURÐSSON

Formation
15 November 2018 - 12 January 2019

VISIT KÓPAVOGUR 
CULTURE HOUSES 
AND EXPERIENCE

 Cycle Music and Art Festival – Inclusive Nation 
EXCLUSIVLY  
INCLUSIVE  
25/10 – 6/1 2019  

&

MENNINGARHUSIN.
K O P A V O G U R . I S

Náttúrufræðistofa Kópavogs Natural History Museum of Kópavogur
Bókasafn Kópavogs Kópavogur Public Library 

Hamraborg 4–6 Kópavogur  Bus 1, 2, 4, 28, 35 & 36

ENJOY JAZZ, 
POP AND 
CLASSICAL 
MUSIC & MORE
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Art Listings
Events are listed by venue. For complete listings 
and detailed information on venues, visit  
grapevine.is/happening.  
Send your listings to: listings@grapevine.is

Opening
LISTASTOFAN
In Isolation
Four artists traveled through 
remote areas of Iceland to create 
a narrative on these peaceful, pro-
found, and isolated areas. Along with 
the exhibit will be a book release,
• Opens on November 21st, 2018 
• Runs until November 24th, 2018

REYKJAVÍK ART MUSEUM - 
ÁSMUNDARSAFN
Invasion IV: 
Margrét Helga Sesseljudóttir
In the Invasion series, artists exam-
ine the career of sculptor Ásmundur 
Sveinsson. This iteration sees sculp-
tor Margrét Helga Sesseljudóttir in 
dialogue with Ásmundur.
• Opens on November 10th, 2018
• Runs until January 6th, 2019

I8
Formation
Six emerging Icelandic artists 
take traditional mediums head-on, 
exploring the human condition with 
playfulness and humour. 
• Opens on November 15th, 2018
• Runs until January 12th, 2019

REYKJAVÍK MUSEUM OF PHOTOGRAPHY
Ng Hui Hsien - The Weight of Air
In her search for quiet, Ng Hui Hsien 
photographed everything from 
hostile snowstorms to the mgaical 
Northern Lights. Come explore your 
subconscious... through pictures. 
• Opens on November 22nd, 2018
• Runs until February 4th, 2019
Ongoing 
NATIONAL GALLERY OF ICELAND
Treasures Of A Nation
A selection of over 80 works chosen 
from the national gallery’s collection 
display the evolution of art since the 
19th century. 
• Runs until December 31st, 2019
Steina - Pergament
After working with old Icelandic 
manuscripts, Steina sliced them to-
gether into an ink-drawing extrava-
ganza. Blood red capital letters and 
moth-eaten illuminations float for 
an unforgettable experience. 
• Runs until December 31st, 2018
Blossoming: Iceland's 100 Years As A 
Sovereign State
This exhibition explores the pre-

ciousness and fragility of sover-
eignty to celebrate Iceland's 100th 
year of self-rule. 
• Runs until December 16th, 2018
Oracles
Karl Einarsson Dunganon be-
queathed his life's work to Iceland. 
Here, come see a selection of art-
work, poetry, scrapbooks and more.
• Runs until January 27th, 2019

EINAR JÓNSSON MUSEUM 
Permanent Exhibition
The museum contains close to 
300 artworks including a beautiful 
garden with 26 bronze casts of the 
artist’s sculptures. 

THE ÁSGRIMUR JÓNSSON COLLECTION
Korriró And Dillidó
Ásgrímur’s art explores the fears 
and dreams of generations, as 
mysterious Icelandic elves, trolls 
and monsters finally take shape and 
materialise as vivid beings. 
• Runs until January 31st, 2019

MUSEUM OF DESIGN AND APPLIED ART
Behind The Scenes With   
Einar Þorsteinn 
In 2014, architect and mathemati-
cian Einar Þorsteinn Ásgeirsson gave 
all his belongings to the museum. 
Best described as a renaissance 
man, the exhibit is full of curiosities.
• Runs until December 30th, 2018

ÁRBÆR OPEN AIR MUSEM
Daily Guided Tours 
Tours are from 13:00 to 14:00 
through its open air exhibits.

REYKJAVÍK CITY MUSEUM
Settlement Sagas
As Viking ruins meet digital technol-
ogy, this exhibition provides insight 
into Reykjavík's farms at the time of 
the first settlers.

REYKJAVÍK ART MUSEUM - 
ÁSMUNDARSAFN 
Ásmundur Sveinsson: Art For The 
People
Ásmundur Sveinsson watched 
Iceland grow from a poor agrarian 
society into one of the richest in the 
world. His sculptures reflect this, 
presenting a conversation between 
assimilation and innovation. 
• Runs until December 31st, 2018

REYKJAVÍK MUSEUM OF PHOTOGRAPHY
Emilie 
On the 2nd of February 2016, Emilie 
Dalum was diagnosed with Hodgkins 
Lymphoma. She documented the 
next five months of chemotherapy 
and remission with a vulnerable 
photo series.
• Runs until November 19th, 2018
Family Photos
Three generations, together. The 
Kassahús Clan presents a melange 
of photos from the ages, spanning 
their entire family.
• Runs until January 13th, 2018

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ICELAND
Discovering Iceland's Monastaries
Are you fascinated by really old 
things? God? This exhibit combines 
both, based on research by archae-
ologist Steinunn Kristjánsdóttir. 
• Runs until May 26th, 2019
Who Is In The Picture?
The people in all of Aldreð D. Jóns-
son's pictures are now unknown. 
Come see his outstanding body of 
work, from 1931 to 1952, here.
• Runs until November 18th, 2018
Artists' Books
Familiarise yourself with the books 
of Icelandic artists'. You'll find ex-
amples of printmaking dating all the 
way back to the latter part of the 
19th century.
• Runs until June 2nd, 2019

BERG CONTEMPORARY
Somewhere (Over Me The Mountain)
John Zurier presents paintings 
made over the Icelandic summer. 
Using glue-sized pigments and oil 
paints, the folds, bumps, and other 
irregularities add to the aura of the 
landscapes.
• Runs until December 22nd, 2018

WIND & WEATHER WINDOW GALLERY
Sögur / Stories
Guðjón Ketilsson's window installa-
tion is packed with used clothing 
and charcoal drawings, showcasing 
everyday objects that are packed 
with people's stories.
• Runs until December 31st, 2018 

REYKJAVÍK MARITIME MUSEUM
Fish & Folk
Name a better duo than fish and 
Iceland. You can’t. So come learn 
about the history of Icelandic fisher-
ies from rowing boats to monstrous 
motor boats. 
Melckmeyt 1659
Melckmeyt was a Dutch merchant 
ship that crashed near Flatey Islane 
in 1659. Explore the wreck here. 

NORDIC HOUSE
The Children's Book Flood
This exhibition provides a day of 
creativity for children, including a 
viking ship to craft on, and a dark 
cave to dream of galaxies in.

• Runs until March 31st, 2019

REYKJAVÍK ART MUSEUM - HAFNARHÚS
Erró: Black & White
Here, historical leaders, Manga char-
acters, and animated figures are put 
side by side in exclusively black and 
white works—a first for the artist. 
• Runs until April 21st, 2019
D34 María Dalberg: Buzz
María works with video installations, 
photographs, sound, drawings, and 
text to create a crazy first exhibi-
tion.
• Runs until November 25th, 2018
Ingólfur Arnarsson: Ground Level
From his delicate drawings to his 
dainty works on industrial concrete, 
come see exclusively new works by 
Ingólfur Arnarsson. 
• Runs until February 10th, 2019
Colour: Draft II
You might not know this, but colour 
is the basis of all art. Shocking, 
right? Here, artists reflect on colour 
to provide a contextual draft for 
Icelandic art history in the making. 
• Runs until December 31st, 2018

REYKJAVÍK ART MUSEUM - 
KJARVALSSTAÐIR
Jóhannes S. Kjarval: ...author of 
great aspirations
Kjarval was one of the pioneers of 
Icelandic art and is uniquely cred-
ited with making modern Iceland-
ers appreciate it more. Come see a 
special exhibit based on his poetry.
• Runs until April 21st, 2019

HANNESARHOLT
Sögumálverk / Samferðamenn
Through her paintings, Soffía 
Sæmundsdóttir dives deep into the 
abstract concept of the traveler.
• Runs until November 28th, 2018

ÁSMUNDARSALUR
Glacier
Ragnar Axelsson presents large-
scale monochrome prints featuring 
aerial shots of glaciers—cracked, 
patterned ice turning into hypnotic 
windblown landscapes. 
• Runs until November 30th, 2018

STUDIO SOL
CIRCUMSPECTION
German photographer Claudia Haus-
feld uses her photography to gain 
a full comprehension of an object, 
while also questioning whether such 
a comprehension is even possible. 
• Runs until November 25th, 2018

LISTASALUR MOSFELLSBÆJAR
Áfram Streymir
Kristín Tryggvadóttir is a painter 
whose work explores unspoiled 
nature with expressive movement. 
Think big flowing blobs of colour on 
a page that journey outwards mir-
roring magnificent natural forces.
• Runs until November 30th, 2018

HVERFISGALLERÍ
Georg Guðni
The late Georg Guðni was the 
backbone of the 1980s Reykjavík art 
scene. Instead of exploring human 
existence, as was the trend at that 
time, he concentrated on nature, 
thus bringing new interest to the 
genre of landscape painting.
• Runs until December 1st, 2018

GALLERÍ FOLD
Journey
In collaboration with Gróska, the 
artists' society of Garðabær, this 
exhibit takes its inspiration from the 
word 'journey.' What does it mean 
to you?
• Runs until November 24th, 2018

November 9th—December 6th 

Complete Cultural Critique

 Exclusively Inclusive

Until Jan. 6th - Gerðarsafn

Is having a 
national iden-
tity liberating or 
oppressive? Is 

patriotism intrin-
sically a superior-
ity complex? With 
immigration on 

the rise in Iceland, 
this exhibit dives 
head-on into 
globalisation, 
colonialism and 
the role of white-
ness. Participants 
of vastly different 
nationalities give 
their thoughts on 
these questions, 
exploring ambi-
ent white racism 
and the level of 
inclusiveness in 
Western societies. 
But the exhibit is 
not only intellec-

tually stimulating, 
it’s also a ca-
cophony of varied 
mediums where 
visual artists, 
poets, designers 
and musicians 
are all given equal 
representation. 
From Melanie 
Ubaldo’s cheeky 
stitched painting 
to Childish Gam-
bino’s iconic ‘This 
is America,’ the 
exhibit is sure to 
disarm, provoke 
and heal. HJC

  
 Sjálfvirk / Automatic

Until Nov. 25th - 
Kling & Bang

See a master at 
work—literally—
at Sara Riel’s new 
solo exhibition. 
Everyday, she’ll 
be drawing live 

in the gallery, 
desperately try-
ing to abandon 
scientific logic 
and thought and 
reside fully in the 
‘now.’ Pure artistic 
improvisation. 
HJC

  
 Haraldur Jónsson: Spectrum

Until Jan. 27th - 
Kjarvalsstaðir

This mid-career 
retrospec-
tive highlights 
Haraldur’s posi-
tion in the local 
art scene. Ooh 

and aah as he 
challenges you 
with this: What is 
the relationship 
between man 
and space, con-
sciousness and 
environment? 
HJC

  
 Ekki Gera Neitt

Until Dec. 1st - 
Tveir Hrafnar 

Steingrímur 
Gauti is all about 
paintings—ex-
ploring paintings, 
deconstruct-
ing paintings, 

contemplating 
paintings. What 
do paintings 
want to show us? 
Are they still or in 
motion? We have 
no idea. We are 
just a magazine. 
HJC

Garðatorg 1· Garðabær
Open Tue - Sun 12 -17

Exhibitions:

And Antimatter / Og Andefni 
creative studio of Þórey Björk Halldórsdóttir 
and Baldur Björnsson
opens 15th of November

Behind the scenes 
with Einar Þorsteinn
filing the life of an extraordinary man

www.honnunarsafn.is
honnunarsafn



 Cold Cuts 
The Frostbiter horror film festival  

will make you shiver     
Words: Michael Chapman  Photo: SBS 

Festival
Frostbiter 2018 happens from 
November 23rd-25th in Akranes.  
Get further info at frostbiter.is.

For those who appreciate a decent 
scare, there is no better place to 
be than Akranes this November. 
Since 2016, husband and wife 
team Lovísa Lára Halldórsdóttir 
and Ársæll Rafn Erlingsson have 
headed up the Frostbiter Icelandic 
Horror Film Festival in the west 
Iceland town Open to both Ice-
landic and international submis-
sions, the festival has, for the past 
two years, attracted the country’s 
most diehard fright fanatics and 
aims to do it again November 
23rd-25th. 

 Frostbiter is far more than 
film screenings and Q&As. In 
the past, scheduled events have 
included seminars focused on 
killing Nazi zombies—with the 
makers of ‘Dead Snow 2,’ no less—
party screenings of cult classics 
and even pub quizzes delving into 
everything from ‘Nightmare on 
Elm Street’ (1984) to the obscure, 
yet hilarious ‘The Nostril Picker’ 
(1993). 

 2018’s line-up will see Iceland’s 
favourite singer Páll Óskar—a 
devotee of the genre—screen the 
‘70s low budget horror film, ‘Equi-
nox,’ as well as old horror trailers 
shown on a Super 8 projector. 

Not So Niceland 
Frostbiter was born out of a per-
ceived lack of attention given to 
Icelandic horror films, as  further 
international interest in Iceland 
as a filming location. “When we 
started the festival there really 
weren’t many filmmakers in Ice-
land making horror,” says Loví-
sa, a longtime filmmaker herself. 
“We felt that it was a shame, as we 
have so many horror stories here. 
Through Viking sagas and folk-

tales we encounter many super-
natural creatures; ghosts, elves, 
trolls and even the Devil himself. 
The cold harsh scenery should be 
a great source of inspiration.”
 As married couples are subject 
to do, actor Ársæll Rafn agrees, 
adding: “Icelanders have a lot of 
insidious stories and books. But 
there have not been many creepy 
movies in this country. It's not be-
cause of a lack of enthusiasm, as 

there are many horror fans here. 
But it has been difficult to finance 
such pictures so far. We want to 
promote Icelandic filmmakers to 
take risks and be inspired by film-
makers around the world." 
 Brave words for a man who, 
by his own admission, spent his 
childhood terrified not only by 
ghosts but the family-friendly 
Tim Burton classic, ‘Edward Scis-
sorhands.’

A Nightmare in Akranes 
The festival climaxes with an 
awards ceremony, with prizes for 
the Best International Short and 
Best Icelandic Short, as well as 
for runner-ups in each category. 
Aside from festival submissions, 
guests will also have the chance 
to catch up on some of horror 
classics such as the original ‘Lit-
tle Shop of Horrors,’ starring Jack 
Nicholson, and soak up the creepy 
ambience of wintertime Akranes. 
 “It’s important to bring cul-
ture to the rest of the country,” 
says Lovísa, “so that people who 
live here in Akranes don’t always 

have to go to Rey-
kjavík for culture. 
It ’s nice to have 
people come to us 
and experience all 
that this town has 
to offer. The scen-
ery is gorgeous 
during the day but 
it can get quite 
s c a r y  at  n i g ht 
time, especially 
during the win-
ter. We thought it 
would be the per-
fect venue for this 

festival.”
 Admission is free to all events, 
and with more visitors and sub-
missions each year, Frostbiter 
is sure to become a staple of Ice-
land’s film festival circuit.  

Find today's events  
in Iceland! 

Download our free 
listings app - APPENING 

on the Apple and 
Android storesFilm

FILM

gpv.is/film
Share this + Archives

If this were a horror film, which would die first?

Eyes, paralysed with fear

“Through Viking 
sagas and folk-

tales we encoun-
ter many super-

natural creatures; 
ghosts, elves, 

trolls and even 
the Devil himself.”
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Various Events
 
Friday November 9th

Reykjavík Kabarett
20:00 Þjóðleikhúsið
Party Screening!: 'Muriel's Wedding'
20:00 Bíó Paradís
Serbian Cultural Days
17:00 Bíó Paradís
From Words To Lyrics: Conversation
12:00 Center Hotel Plaza

Saturday November 10th

Northern Laughs: Comedy Show
20:30 The Secret Celler
Serbian Cultural Days
13:00, 19:30 Bíó Paradís
A Conversation On Artist Initiatives
10:00 Living Art Museum

Sunday November 11th

Guided Tour In English
11:00 National Museum Of Iceland
Black Sundays: 
'An American Werewolf In London’ 
20:00 Bíó Paradís
Sunday Yoga
12:00 Loft
On Sundays, We Speak Danish
14:00 Árbær Open Air Museum
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits 
19:30 Harpa
Gloria Hole: Think You've Got Talent?
21:00 Kiki Queer Bar
Party Bingo With Sigga Kling
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Seat Filler: Improvisational Comedy
21:00 The Secret Cellar
Serbian Cultural Days
13:00, 17:30 Bíó Paradís

Monday November 12th

Stand-Up Comedy (in English!) 
21:00 Gaukurinn 
Magic Viking: Music & Comedy
21:00 The Secret Cellar

Tuesday November 13th

Funniest Four: Comedy Show
21:00 The Secret Cellar
Húrra Anime Club
21:00 Húrra
Watercolouring Night
20:00 Loft

Wednesday November 14th

Open Mic Stand-Up Comedy
21:00 The Secret Cellar
Nerdy Pub Quiz
21:00 Gaukurinn
How To Become Icelandic In 
60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Pub Quiz
20:00 Húrra
Vegan Dumpling Class
17:00 Salt eldhús

Thursday November 15th

My Voices Have Tourettes
21:00 The Secret Celler
Knitting Club
13:30 Spöngin Culture House
Nerd Nite Reykjavík #2: Tattoos, 
Evolution & Visual Illusions
20:00 Stúdentakjallarinn
CHEKHOV Fast & Furious
19:00 Tjarnarbíó
Holistic Veganism
18:00 Andrými

Friday November 16th

Ari Shaffir
21:00 Harpa
Drag-Súgur: Queer Variety Show
21:00 Gaukurinn
Party Screening!: 'Romy & Michelle's 
High School Reunion'

20:00 Bíó Paradís
Iceland Noir Reykajvík 2018
8:30 Iðnó
Cock, Cock... Who's There?
20:30 Tjarnarbíó

Saturday November 17th

How To Become Icelandic In 
60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Iceland Noir Reykajvík 2018
9:00 Iðnó
Dísablót: Dance Show
18:00 Borgarleikhúsið
Mercurial George
21:00 Tjarnarbíó

Sunday November 18th

Defending The Caveman
20:00 Ægisgarður Brewery 
Guided Tour In English
11:00 National Museum Of Iceland
Sunday Yoga
12:00 Loft
Gloria Hole: Think You've Got Talent?
21:00 Kiki Queer Bar
Party Bingo With Sigga Kling
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Seat Filler: Improvisational Comedy
21:00 The Secret Cellar
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits 
19:30 Harpa
Black Sundays: 'Richard III’ 
20:00 Bíó Paradís
Dísablót: Dance Show
20:00 Borgarleikhúsið

Monday November 19th

Stand-Up Comedy (in English!) 
21:00 Gaukurinn
Magic Viking: Music & Comedy
21:00 The Secret Cellar
Defending The Caveman
20:00 Ægisgarður Brewery

Tuesday November 20th

Watercolouring Night
20:00 Loft
Funniest Four: Comedy Show
21:00 The Secret Cellar
Poetry Open Mic Night
19:15 Stúdentakjallarinn
Drink & Draw
20:00 Húrra

Wednesday November 21st

The Loft Pub Quiz
20:00 Loft
The Writing Room: 
A Space For Writers
16:00 Kringlan Culture House
Open Mic Stand-Up Comedy
21:00 The Secret Cellar
Defending The Caveman
20:00 Ægisgarður Brewery
How To Become Icelandic In 
60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa

Thursday November 22nd

My Voices Have Tourettes
21:00 The Secret Celler
DIY Holiday Wreath Workshop
16:30 Árbær Culture House
Knitting Club
13:30 Spöngin Culture House

 Poetry Brothel: Masquerade 2018
20:00 Iðnó

Friday November 23rd

Christmas Screening!: 'The Holiday'
20:00 Bíó Paradís
So You Think You Can Drag?
21:00 Gaukurinn

Saturday November 24th

Story Party Iceland: 
True Dating Stories
21:00 Hard Rock Café
Northern Laughs: Comedy Show
20:30 The Secret Celler
How To Become Icelandic In 
60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa

Sunday November 25th

Guided Tour In English
11:00 National Museum Of Iceland
Black Sundays: 'The Cook, The Theif, 
His Wife & Her Lover'
20:00 Bíó Paradís
Sunday Yoga
12:00 Loft
Gloria Hole: Think You've Got Talent?
21:00 Kiki Queer Bar
Party Bingo With Sigga Kling
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Seat Filler: Improvisational Comedy
21:00 The Secret Cellar
Documtary Premiere: 
'En la Maloca de Don Williams'
21:00 Mengi

Monday November 26th

Stand-Up Comedy (in English!) 
21:00 Gaukurinn 
Magic Viking: Music & Comedy
21:00 The Secret Cellar
Defending The Caveman
20:00 Ægisgarður Brewery

Tuesday November 27th

Funniest Four: Comedy Show
21:00 The Secret Cellar
Watercolouring Night
20:00 Loft

Wednesday November 28th

Defending The Caveman
20:00 Ægisgarður Brewery

Open Mic Stand-Up Comedy
21:00 The Secret Cellar
News Of The Week Discussion
19:30 Gerðuberg Culture House
Swap Til' You Drop!
16:30 Loft

Thursday November 29th

My Voices Have Tourettes
21:00 The Secret Celler
Knitting Club
13:30 Spöngin Culture House
How To Become Icelandic In 
60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Pop Quiz
21:00 Stúdentakjallarinn
Drag-Súgur: DRAG LAB
21:00 Gaukurinn
Dísablót: Dance Show
20:00 Borgarleikhúsið

Friday November 30th

Christmas Screening!: 
'Love Actually'
20:00 Bíó Paradís

Saturday December 1st

How To Become Icelandic In 
60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa

Sunday December 2nd

Guided Tour In English
11:00 National Museum Of Iceland
Sustainable Christmas Market
12:00 Nordic House
Sunday Yoga
12:00 Loft
Defending The Caveman
20:00 Ægisgarður Brewery
Gloria Hole: Think You've Got Talent?
21:00 Kiki Queer Bar
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits 
19:30 Harpa
Party Bingo With Sigga Kling

21:00 Sæta Svínið
Seat Filler: Improvisational Comedy
21:00 The Secret Cellar
Black Sundays: 'Boyz N The Hood'
20:00 Bíó Paradís
Dísablót: Dance Show
20:00 Borgarleikhúsið

Monday December 3rd

Live Drawing
19:50 ODDSSON
Stand-Up Comedy (in English!) 
21:00 Gaukurinn
Magic Viking: Music & Comedy
21:00 The Secret Cellar
Defending The Caveman
20:00 Ægisgarður Brewery

Tuesday December 4th

Watercolouring Night
20:00 Loft
Funniest Four: Comedy Show
21:00 The Secret Cellar
Live Drawing
19:50 ODDSSON

Wednesday December 5th

The Loft Pub Quiz
20:00 Loft
Open Mic Stand-Up Comedy
21:00 The Secret Cellar
The Writing Room: 
A Space For Writers
16:00 Kringlan Culture House
Defending The Caveman
20:00 Ægisgarður Brewery

Thursday December 6th

My Voices Have Tourettes
21:00 The Secret Celler
Knitting Club
13:30 Spöngin Culture House
Prump í Paradís: 'Battlefield Earth'
20:00 Bíó Paradís
Café Lingua
17:00 Veröld

ART HOUSE CINEMA & CAFÉ
HAPPY HOUR 

5–7 PM
Hverfisgata 54 • 101 Reykjavik • Iceland • ��� ���� • Full schedule at bioparadis.is 

Chela and Chiquita both come from wealthy families and 
have been together for over 30 years, but as their financial 
situation gets worse and unforeseen circumstances arise 
they both have to face a new reality. Exquisite character 
study with shrewd commentary on class, desire, and the 
lingering privileges of Paraguay’s elite. 
Premiers Nov. 23rd! Spanish with Icelandic subtitles.

Every day at 6 pm a serial killer kills another person. Police 
officer Helena Rus thinks the killings are done by one man 
only and decides to reveal the killer's identity by getting back 
in 18th century history of the city. A gripping thriller from 
the very talented Polish superstar director Patryk Vega.  
Premiers Nov. 29th! Polish with English subtitles.

Police officer John McClane, tries to save his wife Holly 
Gennaro and others hostages from German terrorist 
Hans Gruber during a Christmas party at the Nakatomi 
Plaza in Los Angeles. Experience this Christmas cult 
classic on the big screen for a one-night only Christmas 
Party screening of Die Hard on December 7th at 20:00. 
P.S. our bar is open and it is allowed to bring everything 
into the screening room!.

Follows the lives of eight very different couples in dealing 
with their love lives in various loosely interrelated tales all 
set during the frantic month before Christmas in London. 
Come Celebrate Christmas preparations with us for 
a festive screening of Love Actually one-night only on 
November 30th at 20:00. P.S. our bar is open and it is 
allowed to bring everything into the screening room!

Friday Night Christmas Party 
Love Actually

The Heiresses (Las Herederas) Plagues of Breslau (Plagi Breslau)

Friday Night Christmas Party 
Die Hard
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“I still have to fight against the fact that people assume that my texts are translations.”

“I want to do my 
part in bringing the 
world to Iceland.”

Nationalising 
Words

Literature as a means of bridging  
Iceland with the world 

Words: Mulan   Photo: Art Bicnick

Festival
Frostbiter 2018 happens from November 
23-25th in Akranes. Get further info at 
frostbiter.is.

Unlike in most European languages, 
þýða, the Icelandic word for transla-
tion, denotes translation as the act of 
nationalising a foreign word, making 
the meaning agreeable to Icelanders. 
For Rúnar Helgi Vignisson, a well-es-
tablished Icelandic writer, translator 
and associate professor at the University 
of Iceland, the art of translating to and 
from Icelandic calls into question what 
it means to be an Icelandic author. With 
Reykjavík being recognised as one of 
five UNESCO cities of literature, it is 
no wonder that Iceland defines itself 
as a nation of books and boasts a vast 

and diverse literary heritage. Starting 
with the Icelandic Sagas, all the way to 
contemporary Icelandic writing, the 
contribution of Icelandic literature to 
the world overshadows the underly-
ing fault lines beginning to surface in 
the cultural life of this small nation. 

Making of an Artist
Growing up surrounded by the fore-
boding mountains in the small town 
of Ísafjörður, Rúnar is deeply rooted 
in Icelandic culture. The mystery and 
magic Rúnar saw in books when he 
was young still inspire the author to 
keep cultivating the Icelandic language 
through his work as a writer, trans-
lator and teacher. An author of eight 
books, with his latest short story col-
lection winning the DV Cultural Prize 

for Literature, Rúnar currently directs 
the Creative Writing program at the 
University of Iceland. This creative 
program is one of a kind in the world, 
being the only creative writing program 
taught in Icelandic and tackling the 
unique challenge of what it means to 
be an Icelandic author in today’s world.

Evolution of the Icelandic 
Language

Iceland’s literary landscape is currently 
undergoing a transitional period. “We 
don’t know where to go from here,” 
Rú na r ad m its. 
“The most pessi-
mistic people will 
tell you that the 
language is dis-
appearing in its 
current form. All 
languages evolve, 
that is natural. 
How e v er,  t h i s 
could be viewed 
as some form of 
mutation. Icelan-
dic as we know 
it could be com-
pletely different fifty years from now. 
If anyone still reads books, that is,” the 
author explains, evoking the very real 
possibility of such a dystopian future. 
A generational gap is currently drifting 

tastes away from literature and toward 
faster-paced technological sources of 
entertainment. “In a certain sense, we 
are about to become dislocated from 
ourselves and our national identity. 
We are losing contact with our liter-
ary heritage. Young people are mak-
ing a choice to have direct access to 
the world by interacting in English. 
This begs the question as to whether 
we can maintain our national identity, 
and at what cost it would come to lose 
it. Being dislocated from one’s culture 
and roots can have disastrous conse-
quences as has been the case for many 
indigenous peoples around the world.” 
 In an effort to bridge the gap between 
the world and Iceland, Rúnar has been 
pursuing a literary project for over 20 
years that compiles short stories from 
different parts of the world and trans-
lates them into Icelandic. Publishing 
the third volume of Short Stories of 
the World, featuring Asia and Oceania, 
embodies the author’s literary odys-
sey. “Through short stories, you get 
to see the world from the inside,” the 
writer confides. “Short stories are often 
about emotions. They are a powerful, 
even spontaneous, response to what is 
happening around you. It is a glimpse 
into the concerns of people from the 
inside.” Indeed, by way of showing Ice-
landers what people are thinking and 
feeling, Rúnar hopes to address pre-
conceptions about the world in Iceland. 

Sowing Seeds
For Rúnar, who has spent his whole life 
and career cultivating Icelandic, ob-
serving the changes in attitude toward 
Icelandic language and culture today 
can be saddening. “It makes you more 
aware of your mortality when you come 
to the end of your career,” he explains, 
“if everything you believed in and the 
language you expressed yourself in may 
be disappearing.” However, the Creative 
Writing Program at the University of 
Iceland—which marked its 10-year an-
niversary on October 20th—is a source 
of hope for cultivating the Icelandic 
literary heritage. In the meantime, the 

author continues 
working on his 
own projects, one 
of which he began 
working on in 1993 
and also includes 
an excavation of 
Icelandic iden-
tity, this time in 
relation to father-
hood. “When writ-
ing, you always 
have to invent the 
wheel in some 
s en s e ,”  R ú n a r 

confides. “In writing, I want to do my 
part in bringing the world to Iceland and 
Iceland to 
the world.”
   gpv.is/lit

Share this + Archives

“It makes you more 
aware of your mortal-
ity when you come to 

the end of your career 
if everything you be-
lieved in and the lan-
guage you expressed 

yourself in may be 
disappearing.” 

Grandagarður 7, 101 Reykjavík
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FUCKS YOU UP

A selection from 

Every  
Happy 
Hour 

in 101 Reykjavík
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complete 
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Download 
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Appy Hour in 

the Apple and 
Android stores
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Here are some deals 
that'll keep your wallet 
feeling happy and full.
1000 ISK And Under

Hard Rock Café
Every day 
15:00 - 18:00
Nachos, wings & 
onion rings - 
990 ISK

Dominos
Tuesdays–All day 
Medium Sized 
pizza w 3
toppings -1,000 

ISK–Vegan option

KEX Hostel
Every day     
15:00 - 19:00 
Chicken wings - 
650 ISK 
Baked almonds - 
500 ISK 

Tapas Barinn
Every day  

17:00 - 18:00
Half off of         
selected tapas
Various prices

Deig / Le Kock
Every day–All day
Donut, coffee & 
bagel -1,000 ISK

Sushi Social 
▸NEW◂ Every day
17:00 - 18:00
Truffle potatoes 
1,000 ISK
Avocado fries -
690 ISK
Lobster sushi, 

ribs & more -
890 ISK

1500 ISK  
And Under

Hamborgara- 
Búlla Tómasa
Tuesdays–All day
Burger, french 
fries & soda - 
1,390 ISK

Gló
Every day–All day
Bowl of the  
month - 1,290 ISK
Vegan option

Shalimar
Monday - Friday 
12:00 - 14:30
Curry - 1,290 ISK
Vegan option

Sæta svínið
Every day 15–18
Chicken wings -
1,190 ISK
"Dirty" fries -
1,390 ISK

Lemon
Every day 
16:00 - 21:00
2f1 Juice + 
sandwich  
1,095 ISK 
Vegan option

Uppsalir - Bar 
and cafe
Every day 

11:00 - 14:00
Burger & fries - 
1,390 ISK 
Vegan option

2000 ISK 
And Under

Essensia
Every day–All day
Lunch–catch of 
the day - 1,980 ISK

Egill Jacobsen
Monday - Friday 
11.00 - 16.00
Course of the 
week - 1,990 ISK

Bryggjan 
Brugghús
Monday - Friday 
11:30 - 15:00
Dish of the day 

soup & bread - 
1,690 ISK

Matarkjallarinn
Monday - Friday 
11:30 - 15:00
Fisherman's fish 
soup -1,990 ISK

3000 ISK 
And Under

Egill Jacobsen
Monday - Friday 
11:00 - 16.00
Course of the 
week + soup & 
bread - 2,490 ISK

5000 ISK 
And Under

Apótek
Every day

11:30 - 16.00
Two course 
lunch -3,390 ISK
Three course 
lunch - 4,390 ISK

Kids Eat 
Free:

All Icelandair 
Hotel restaurants

At Prikið 
if you order two 
adult meals

At Haust 
the buffet is 
free for kids

Cheap Food

AMERICAN BAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 750 ISK, 
Wine 850 ISK.

APOTEK
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 695 ISK, 
Wine 745 ISK.

BAR ANANAS
Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 1,600 
ISK.

BAZAAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 800 ISK, 
Wine 850 ISK.

BÍÓ PARADÍS
Every day from 
17:00 to 19:00.
Beer 750 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK,

BRAVÓ
Every day from 
11:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK.

BRYGGJAN 
BRUGGHÚS
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 950 ISK.

DUBLINNER
Every day from 
12:00 to 22:00.
Beer 700 ISK.

FORRÉTTABARINN
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK.

GAUKURINN
Every day from 
14:00 to 21:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK,
Shots 750 ISK.

GEIRI SMART
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 550 ISK,
Wine 600 ISK,
Cocktails 1,200 
ISK.

HÚRRA
Mon-Sat from

18:00 to 21:00, 
Sunday from 
19:00 to 21:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.

ÍSLENSKI BARINN
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.

ÍÐA ZIMSEN
Every day from 
19:00 to 22:00.
Beer 495.

ÍSAFOLD 
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.

KAFFIBARINN
Every day from 
15:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine (On Wed.)  
700 ISK. 

KAFFIBRENNSLAN
Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 550 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK. 

KAFFI VÍNYL
Every day from 
16:00  to 19:00.
Beer 700 ISK
Wine 750 ISK.

KALDI
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK. 

KEX HOSTEL
Every day from 
15:00  to 19:00.
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 650 ISK.

KIKI QUEER BAR
Wed to Sun from 
20:00  to 23:00.
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 1,000 ISK, 
Shots 600 ISK.

KUMIKO
Every day from 
17:00  to 19:00.
Beer 850 ISK, 
Cocktails 1,700 
ISK.

LOFT
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 750 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK.

LOFTIÐ
Every day from 
18:00 to 21:00.
Beer 800 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK, 
Shots 500 ISK, 
Cocktails 1,500 
ISK.

MATUR OG 
DRYKKUR
Every day from 
22:00 to 23:00.
Beer 475 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK, 
Cocktails 1,100 
ISK

PABLO DISCOBAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 1,500 
ISK.

PRIKIÐ
Weekdays from 
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 600 ISK.

PETERSEN SVÍTAN
Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00, 
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 890 ISK, 
Cocktails 1,500 
ISK.

SÆTA SVÍNIÐ
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK.

SKÚLI CRAFT BAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.

Beer 850 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK. 

SPÁNSKI BARINN
Every day from 
14:00 to 20:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 600 ISK.

STOFAN CAFÉ
Every day from 
17:00 to 20:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 950 ISK.

SUSHI SOCIAL
Every day from 
17:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK, 
Half-priced 
cocktails.

TAPAS BARINN
Every day from 
17:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK.

ÚT Í BLÁINN
Every day from 
21:00 to 23:00. 
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK,
Cocktails 1,500 
ISK.

VEÐUR
Every day from 
12:00 to 19:35.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.

ÖLSTOFAN
Every day from 
15:00 to 20:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.

  
Featured Happy Hour

 PRIKIÐ 
Bankastræti 12 
16:00-20:00
Pop by Prikið on 
weekdays from 
16:00 to 20:00 for 
a 600 ISK beer and 
some company. 
While the bar 
can get rowdy at 
night, during the 

afternoon, it's a 
chill spot filled 
with chatting 
regulars, drawing 
artists, and tour-
ists alike. Grab 
a burger while 
you're at it! The 
Ronald McVegan is 
legendary. HJC

MOUNTAINGUIDES.IS • INFO@MOUNTAINGUIDES.IS • TEL: +354 587 9999

Call sales office from 
08:00 - 20:00  
or book online.

Glacier Walk and 
Northern Lights

Departures from Reykjavík

Glacier Walks
& Ice Caves

From Skaftafell Ice Cave

FISH & MORE
SkólavörDustígur 23  • 101 reykjavík

Steamed Fresh Fish, Traditional Icelandic Fish ‘Stew’, Fish & Vegan Soups, 
Smoked Salmon & Vegan Toppings on Sourdough Bread, Beer, Wine, Coffee & more

15% DISCOUNT

SALKA VALKA

15% discount of total bill, every day
IF you bring this ticket
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Search For Life
Ragnar Halldórsson’s accidental art project 

finds a fascinating form 
Words: John Rogers   Photo: Timothée Lambrecq

Book
‘Leit að Lífi / Search For Life’ is 
available in bookstores now. 

 Ragnar Hal ldórsson’s book, 
“Search For Life,” is not, in fact, a 
book. It looks like one, with a cover 
and a spine and so forth; but it is 
in fact, says Ragnar, something 
else entirely. “It was made the way 
I think about making an exhibi-
tion,” says Ragnar. “There’s a topic, 
but it’s not served up with a spoon.”
 The topic in question is a voy-
age Ragnar took to the Caribbean 
Sea during the winter of 2017-18, 
travelling by boat with a friend. 
The multifaceted account consists 
of photographic portraits of the 
people he encountered along the 
way and excerpts from his dia-
ries; short, unvarnished snatches 
of his thoughts and experiences. 
On January 25th, Ragnar wrote: 
“Been dreaming about the past. 
Weird dreams.” On January 28th: 
“Okay, okay. At least I’m here.” 
On February 10th: “I’ve been 
struggling to keep myself good 
for the last few days. Thoughts 
now come out of nowhere. On 
the right track, but it’s awfully 
tight. Maybe it’s just a phase.”

Blow some life
It’s clear that Ragnar was go-
ing through a period of cathar-
tic self examination during his 
trip. What isn’t clear—although, 
it’s between the lines—is exactly 
what caused it. “I’d come out of 
rehab a few months before, and 
out of a relationship, and I was 
between apartments,” he says. “It 
was written in the sky, in a way. 
The captain of the ship—a drink-
ing buddy from Kaffibarinn, who’s 
now a friend—asked me just a few 
weeks before. He said, “You have 
nothing else to do.” I needed to 

blow some life into myself. It was, 
in a way, written in the stars.”

Searching for 
something

Ragnar understands that, on pa-
per, it reads like the classic plan 
of someone who’s feeling lost and 
needs to reboot their life and find 
themselves. “It’s so obviously an 
idea had by someone who is search-
ing for something,” he laughs. 
 Creating work wasn’t part 
of the idea. It happened almost 
unconsciously. “I never thought 
about this a book,” he says. “I went 
there just to open my mind a little 
bit, leave Iceland behind for a little 
while, and change the scenery, and 
not think about art, or anything. 
But a week into 
the trip, I was 
starting to do 
t h i ngs —t a k-
i n g  p h o t o s , 
like any tourist 
does—but by 
the end I was 
very focussed 
on what I was 
d o i n g . ”  H e 
smiles. “People 
who are in the creative fields find 
it impossible to go on a vacation.”

Self and other
After his time in the Caribbean, 
Ragnar went to New York. He 
looked over the photos and dia-
ries and saw something form-
ing before his eyes. “I thought, ‘I 
have something here,’” he says. 
“It wasn’t an exhibition, and I 
would never make a straight pho-
tography book. But when the im-
ages and texts were put side by 
side, it came into focus quickly.” 
 As we leaf through a copy of 
‘Search For Life,’ I wonder out 
loud about the decision to jux-

tapose portraits of people going 
about their day with the highly 
personal diaries, asking why he 
chose to photograph others, rather 
than himself, or his bunk, or his 
footprints in the sand. “I would 
never have made this book if I was 
alone,” he says. “You can’t figure 
out who you are sitting in an emp-
ty room. I used the camera to get in 
connection with the people. I had a 
rule that I would approach some-
one, talk to them, and maybe ask 
if I could come back tomorrow and 
hang out. Through these people I 
came to understand myself more.”
 “I really wanted the writing 
to be mundane stuff, but really 
open,” he continues. “You can 
never pinpoint exactly what I’m 
talking about, but I think people 
will feel like they understand what 
I’m getting at. It’s honest and a 
pinpoint of an abstract world.”

A little bit brighter
This abstract word certainly had, 
in the end, the desired effect. 
Ragnar speaks with intense fond-

ness about his 
fellow travel-
lers and the 
p e o p l e  h e 
encou ntered 
on t he w ay. 
He a l so b e -
lieves that his 
search for life 
changed him 
for the better. 
 “ I n  a 

way, it’s a homage to just being a 
happy, normal guy,” he concludes. 
“Realising that this moment is 
life. I’m not a yogi or anything, but 
I understand a little bit better after 
this trip that the past doesn’t mat-
ter. It gives you depression if you 
think too much about it. And the 
future makes you anxious. On this 
journey, I was in the moment of be-
ing on a white sand beach, or just 
doing normal stuff. The sun was 
just a little bit brighter.”   

gpv.is/lit
Share this + Archives

Ragnar, searching for life

“I think people 
will feel like they 
understand what 

I’m getting at. 
It’s honest, and 
a pinpoint of an 
abstract world.”

"It was, in a way, written in the stars."

pho.is

We 
specialize 

in  
Asian 

Cuisine

Vietnamese Restaurant
➀ Laugavegur 27

➁ Suðurlandsbraut 8
Tel: 588 68 68

Ha�ð Bláa
The Blue Sea

restaurant with a view

483-1000 • hafidblaa.is  
5 minutes from Eyrarbakki 
at the Ölfusá bridge

483-3330 • raudahusid.is  
10 minutes from Selfoss
and Highway 1 in Eyrarbakki
open daily 11:30-22:00

Traveling the south coast or Golden Circle?
Reykjavík

Eyrarbakki
Ke�avík

International
Airport

Vík
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FANCIES is where we talk to Reykjavík's most fashion-forward figures about style
Words: CYBER & Hannah Jane Cohenn    Photo: Art Bicnick 
 
Salka is wearing: 

 ▶ Vintage Gucci glasses
 ▶ Skirt, shirt and shoes are all   

second-hand
 ▶ Earrings from Mango 

 
Jóhanna is wearing: 

 ▶ Dress, jacket and top are all   
second-hand
 ▶Vintage Balenciaga bag 

 ▶ Shoes from Mango
 

Describe your style in 5 words: It 
changes so quickly in our everyday 

wear, but for stage, we change 
themes once a year. Last year, it 

was latex and the year before 
that was pastel. This year it 
is office wear. Um, yeah, so I 
would describe our style like 

this: An ever-changing cute 
mess.

Favourite stores in 
Reykjavík: For CYBER, we 
mostly order online or 
work with local stylists 
to find what we need. 
Personally though, we 
just shop second-hand, 
and the best finds are 
usually in the 

bigger second-hand stores in the suburbs. 

Favourite CYBER clothing eras: For Salka, it's 
probably the latex era. That bitch can really 
pull off some hot latex leeewks. I (Jóhanna) 
looked kind of like a sausage in that era so 
I am definitely more happy with the office 
theme now. Þura would probably say office 
also. She is such a boss that it’s natural for 
her to wear a suit.

Something you would never wear: Tie-dye. A 
fucking horrible invention. The world really 
is a worse place with all this tie-dye running 
around. Like no. Plz stop.

Lusting after: Free diamonds. We need new 
ice but, you know, we would rather get it for 
free! So any potential sugar daddies, give us 
a ring.

Airwaves gigs: 
  November 9th - 17:00 - Bankastræti 0 

(Freddi) - Free!: Off-venue release/listening 
party for our new album ‘BIZNESS’ 

  November 10th - 20:00 - Listasafnið   

CYBER is an experimental 
hip-hop trio that consists 
of Jóhanna Rakel, Salka 
Valsdóttir, and Þura Stína. 
Not only are they known 
for their music, but also for 
their crazy and ever-evolv-
ing sense of style. We got 
Jóhanna and Salka to share 
their aesthetic ideology 
with us.

SÆTA SVÍNIÐ  //  Hafnarstræti 1–3 / Tel. 555 2900 / saetasvinid.isOpen 11:30–23:30

ICELANDIC GASTROPUB

HAPPY HOUR
DRINKS & SMALL PLATES

15–18 EVERY DAY
All cocktails, beer on tap
and house wine by glass

– HALF PRICE!

STOP BY FOR THE HAPPIEST HAPPY HOUR IN TOWN ...

We also o�er two small courses
on Happy Hour price!



Let Them Eat Wings 
The Brewdog empire comes to Reykjavík 

Words: John Rogers   Photo: Timothée Lambrecq 

Downtown Reykjavík has, for years, 
been a largely chain-free environ-
ment. With the 
exceptions of an 
ill-fated Dunkin’ 
Donuts franchise, 
the single Hard 
Rock Café, a hand-
ful of KFCs and 
Subways, and a sin-
gle suburban Taco 
Bel l,  most bars 
and restaurants in 
Iceland are locally 
owned and run. 
For visitors, this 
creates a refreshingly unfamiliar 
and local atmosphere that stands 
out from the monoculture of many 
European cities. However, many lo-
cals—quite understandably—wel-
come a taste of popular products 
that other countries have on tap.

 And having good stuff on tap is 
Brewdog’s speciality. Part of an in-

dependently owned 
bar chain, Brewdog 
is a success story 
that began with 
two Scottish guys 
selling small batch 
beers from the back 
of a van. Today, it 
has grown into a 
thriving interna-
tional empire that 
now has 43 loca-
tions, over 1000 
e m p l o y e e s  a n d 

70,000 shareholders via an invest-
ment scheme called “punk equity.” 

The keg van
The Reykjavík iteration brings the 
casual, comfortable, craft-beer fo-

cussed vibe that Brewdog is known 
for, and adapts it to the Icelandic 
audience with some local flour-
ishes. “There are some guidelines 
that come from the UK,” says bar 
manager Þórhallur Viðarsson. “For 
example, the signs outside, the neon 
sign inside, and so forth—to get that 
Brewdog feeling.” The renovation as 
a whole was handled by local firm 
Grafit. “This is a new building, so it 
was a blank box when we got it, with 
no plumbing or anything. But I’m 
really happy with how it turned out.”
 Overlooking the low-lit booths, 
communal tables and sofa seating is 
a backlit menu board showing their 
current range. There’s a choice of ten 
or more Brewdog beers at any given 
time, from the hoppy Punk IPA to 
a creamy, chocolatey nitro-stout, 
and a rotating selection Icelandic 
craft brews, including some sours—
the flavour of the month with local 
beer nerds. “We had a visit from the 
Beljandi brewery in the east today,” 
smiles Þórhallur. “They have a tap 
installed in the back of their van, so 
we could taste their beer. It was so 
good, I bought two kegs.”

Bar food par excellence
What sets the Reykjavík edition 
apart from other Brewdog pubs is its 
focus on food. There’s an extensive 
bar menu on offer, from spicy buf-
falo chicken wings with blue cheese 
dip—available on an all-you-can-eat 
basis on Wednesdays—to crunchy 
cod croquettes with smoked ketch-
up, creamy buffalo cauliflower, ses-
ame broccolini in a jalapeno teriyaki 
sauce, and delicious sticky ribs. 
 And that’s just the starters. There 
are several burgers options, such 
as the buffalo chicken burger with 
blue cheese and crispy baby gem let-
tuce, and a perfect, medium-rare 
dry-aged beef burger in a crunchy 
bun. The other mains are just as 
enticing: particularly, the on-point 
chicken and waffles with a thin, 
sweet waffle, an expertly poached 
egg, spicy deep-fried chicken, sliced 
avocado and chilli mayo. The quality 
was such that after our tasting ses-
sion, we vowed to come back and try 
the duck, beets, mussels and steak 
mains another time.
 With winter fast approaching, 
Reykvíkingar are going to be in need 
of some new cosy hangout spots 
with reliable comfort food and—
of course—plenty of beer. With all 
those ingredients in place, Brewdog 
Reykjavík looks set to become a firm 
local favourite.  

Find the best 
food in Iceland!

Download our 
free dining 

app, CRAVING on 
the Apple and 

Android stores

Cake is so 1789

Food

“We had a visit 
from the Beljandi 

brewery today. 
They’d installed 

a tap in the back 
of the van, so we 
could taste the 

beer.”

FISH panS 

icelandic "plokkfiskur"  
Onion, garlic, potatoes,
celery, lime, white wine, 

cream and butter 
1,950 isk

 
arcTic cHar  

Honey, almonds, cherry–
tomatoes, lemon and butter

2,200 isk

redfisH 
Chili, celery root, sour cream, 

corn, lemon and cream
2,200 isk

plaice  
Tomatoes, capers, parsley,  

lemon and butter
2,200 isk

salmon (lacTose–free)
Parsnip, broccoli, cashews,  

coconut oil, chili and lemon
2,200 isk

our fisH pans are always served
wiTH buTTer–fried icelandic

poTaToes & fresH salad

any pans
for

luncH?

lækjargaTa 6b, 101 rvk · 546 0095 · messinn@messinn.com

What do you know about   Ban Thai

Always been the best
in our local people
from the reviews

and local newspaper.

There's a reason why
we get an award
every once a year

r e s t a u r a n t

w w w . b a n t h a i . i s

tel : 5522-444, 692-0564       banthai@banthai.is

Laugavegur 130, Reykjavík

B E S T   T H A I  F O O D  2 0 1 8
also 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012,

2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017

BEST RESTAURANTS IN ICELAND
TOP  TEN 

DV. 17.06.11

Ban Thai is not “fast food”
food made fresh from scratch,
 it‘s not pre-made,
every item in the menu

 take some time to cook, 

Please prepare your time
before you come

Best goddamn restaurant 2011

Best goddamn restaurant 2011

m a n y   f a m o u s  p e o p l e   a r e   r e g u l a r s   h e r e



Miami Ice 
Put on your sports jacket and take off  

those socks
Words: Hannah Jane Cohen   Photo: Art Bicnick 

Miami’s cocktail menu—designed 
by master mi xologist Martin 
Cabejšek—takes your favourite 
classics and mixes them up into 
complex 21st century drinks. With 
a focus on sustainability and a 
strict adherence to the bar’s gor-
geous 1980s Miami Vice aesthetic, 
their selection is a standout in the 
thriving Reykjavík cocktail scene. 
Perched on a vapour-wave chair, 
I tried a selection of their drinks. 

Cuba Libre
Miami has two cocktails on draft, 
one of which is the beloved Cuba 
Libre. While serving cocktails on 
draft might, at first, seem like a 
novelty, in reality, there’s no sepa-
ration of the alcohol, and the drink 
comes out of the tap as if it had 
been freshly mixed. The cocktail 
is—like all others at the bar—
complex. It starts with the Miami 
house rum blend. Heavy on vanilla, 
chocolate, coffee, and a hefty dose 
of plantation pineapple rum; it’s 
an electrifying combination that 
would be great straight-up, even 
for someone who’s not normally a 
rum enthusiast. 
 The resulting cocktail is a real 
melange. Overlaid with the cola 
and rum are cherry notes, choco-
late bitters, and lime juice. Under-
neath that is a hint of liquorice and 

a nuanced bite of spice—a result 
of the chocolate in the rum. Most 
delightful is the aftertaste, which 
harkens back to cola bottle candies 
from the local corner store. 

Sex On The Beach
Sex On The Beach is dangerous. 
Not only because of sand in dark 
places, but also because there’s ab-
solutely no hint of alcohol-taste in 
this drink. More or less a frothy 
juice, you could easily down sev-
eral in an hour. The standout ele-
ment here is the 
del ic at e  ro s e -
water mist they 
spray onto the 
drink after it ’s 
shaken. This flo-
ral drizzle adds 
a sophisticated 
undertone to the 
p op s i c l e -t a s t e 
of the drink; an 
elegance that balances out the 
sweetness. If you’re a fan of stron-
ger, more robust cocktail flavours, 
this isn’t the drink for you—but 
despite its light, fruity appear-
ance, approach Sex On The Beach 
with caution. One glass could lead 
to four, which could easily lead to 
waking up at Hlemmur the next 
morning. 

Miami Fruit Punch
The Miami Fruit Punch is from 
the house list of mocktails—that 
is, cocktails without alcohol. It’s 
amongst the best thought-out 
selections of its kind in the city. 
I was initially skeptical, but the 
fruit punch feels, for all intents 
and purposes, like a “proper” 
cocktail, with a citrusy tang that 
ensures you drink it slowly and sa-
vour the complexity. While I don’t 
see myself ordering this one, it’s a 
great way to feel included in a bar 
setting for designated drivers, or 
those that don’t drink.

Cabriolet
Martin’s own creation—the Cab-
riolet—is the standout of the 
Miami menu. A play on Panama-
nian cocktails, which combine 

rum with ginger 
and allspice, it’s 
a n  e a s y- g oi n g 
and refreshing 
co ck t a i l  t hat ’s 
p e r f e c t l y  b a l -
anced. It begins 
with the Miami 
rum blend, and 
then adds house-
made allspice li-

queur—infused with cinnamon, 
honey, lime, and more—with gin-
ger juice, and a special hibiscus 
flower syrup. To serve, it’s placed 
under a Panama hat and smoked 
with cedar root. Were there ever a 
hot summer day in Reykjavík, this 
would be the drink to have. Ginger 
and rum is a classic, yes, but throw 
in a little flower-power and spice 
and it’s, truly, my kind of vice.   

Shake it, Martin!
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“One glass could 
lead to four, which 
could easily lead 
to waking up at 

Hlemmur the next 
morning.”

REYKJAVÍK’S
FIRST 

BREWPUB

lunch from
1.690 kr

BRYGGJAN BRUGGHÚS * GRANDAGARÐI 8 101 REYKJAVÍK * 00354 456 4040 * WWW.BRYGGJANBRUGGHUS.IS

ÓÐINSTORG  |  101  |  REYKJAVÍK  |  ÍSLAND
SNAPSBISTRO.IS | +354 5116677

FRENCH ONION SOUP
Icelandic Ísbúi cheese, croûtons

2.390 kr.

MOULES MARINIÈRES
steamed mussels from Breiðafjörður

2.600 kr.

FISH OF THE DAY
chef´s special

3.890 kr.
Lunch offer from 11:30 - 14:00 1.990 kr.

EST. 2012REYKJAVIK



 We land at Húsavík’s tiny airport 
and step out into a brisk, frosty morn-
ing. In contrast with the short, grey 
autumn of Reykjavík, where the peak 
of Esja sits under a first icing-sugar 
dusting of light snow, the mountains 
of north Iceland are already gleaming, 
glossy and white. The line where the 
snow ends is so straight it could have 
been drawn with a ruler; every morn-
ing of our stay in the town, it will vis-
ibly inch down towards ground level.
 The airport is 11 kilometres from 
the town, in the crook of the wide, 
windblown Skjálfandi bay. We wait 
for the short luggage belt to grind into 
action, looking up taxi numbers for a 
ride into town. As suitcases start to 
appear, a young local woman stand-
ing behind us overhears us and of-
fers a ride. Before we know it, we’ve 
hopped into her car and we’re on the 
way. She’s training to be a nurse and is 
based in Húsavík with her family. She 
recommends that we go whale watch-
ing—although, she says, the season is 
coming to an end. 

Giant red suits

After checking into our comfortable, 
minimalist room at the local Fossho-
tel, we take a walk around the quaint 
seaside town. There’s an entire little 
village dedicated to whale watch-
ing on Húsavík’s marina, with ticket 
offices, huts, and various piers and 
walkways leading up onto old-school 
wooden fishing boats and modern in-
flatable speed boats bobbing in the 
rippling ocean.
 We’re booked with Gentle Giants, a 
firm that started in 2001 when eleven 
locals banded together to restore a 
wooden-hulled fishing boat for whale 
watching in the bay. Today, there are 
all sorts of options on offer, from the 
sedate fishing boat tours, to a RIB 
speed boat tour. We’re booked on the 
latter, and we pull on huge red boiler 
suits to protect us from the cold, our 
host and guide offers around seasick-
ness medicine. “It’s been very choppy 
for the last few days,” he says. “It was 
so windy, we couldn’t even go out. But 

we were out this morning, and we had 
some luck.”

Eleven o’clock!

We load onto the boat and each person 
gets a saddle-like standing seat, with 
handlebars to hang onto. We soon see 
why: the RIB boat bounces over the 
waves as we speed out to sea. People 
squeal as spray and seafoam fly over-
head; Húsavík vanishes behind us 
over the rolling waves, and the rough, 
snow-capped mountains loom ever 
closer.
 Whale watching, it turns out, is 
something of a group effort. As we bob 
around in the bay, our host explains 
over the crackling speakers that we 
should look out for the plume of wa-
ter made when a whale surfaces to 
breathe; if one is spotted, we should 
shout out where, by the hands of the 
clock. Soon, a Belgian couple sitting at 
the prow scream out “Eleven o’clock!” 
The engine revs, and we zoom towards 
the sighting.

Graceful bulk

At this point, I’ll admit that I’m a 
whale-watching sceptic. I’ve lived in 
Iceland for almost six years, and have 
never once been tempted to go. The 
appeal of floating around on the cold 
ocean to catch a glimpse of a dorsal 
fin, and maybe a tail, eluded me. 
 But suddenly, as we’re speed-
ing along right above a humpback 
whale, I break out into a wide grin. 
The whale’s huge bulk glides just un-
der the surface; we can make out the 
immense fins and the texture of its 
skin as it speeds gracefully through 
the water. It surfaces again, sending a 
huge spout of water over the boat, and 
arches its back; its giant grey tail rears 
up out of the water, metres high, and 
then it’s gone, plunging deep into the 
ocean.
 Over the course of the next hour, 
we stalk this whale, and see several 
others, with various boats buzz-
ing around trying not to crowd each 
other. The whales, we’re told, aren’t 

Travel

Distance from  
Reykjavík:  

478km 
 

Flights provided by: 
eagleair.is

Accommodation 
provided by: 

fosshotel.is

Whale watching 
trip provided by: 

gentlegiants.is

How to get there:
Fly from Reykjavík 

Airport or drive 
Route One North 

then Route 85
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Of Space, Whales 
And Antarctica 
An enlightening and adventurous weekend in Húsavík  
Words & Photos: John Rogers  

gpv.is/travel
Follow all our 

travels Only the coziestThar she blows!



disturbed by the human presence, 
and can actually be playful and 
curious. As we finally turn back, 
I admit to my companion that 
it was a more enjoyable and eye 
opening experience than I could 
have imagined.

Festival surprise
After warming up with some sea-
food soup on the harbour, we go 
for a look around the town’s mu-
seums. There’s an excellent whale 
museum with huge, complete 
whale skeletons hanging in the 
space—all of which were beached, 
not hunted—and videos of whales 
singing, swimming, and manoeu-
vring gracefully under the sur-
face. A wall diagram shows the 
evolution of whales, and there’s 
a room dedicated to the history 
of Iceland’s thankfully all-but ex-
tinct whaling industry.
 Just up the street is the Ex-
ploration Museum, which exam-

ines mankind’s exploration of 
extremes, whether it’s early geo-
graphical exploration, space, the 
deep sea, or the poles. The muse-
um is closed, but a sign tells us the 
reason—it’s the weekend of the 
annual Explorers Festival, which 
is taking place around the corner. 

Explorers unite
We arrive at the town museum 
having, sadly, missed a talk about 
the founding of an Icelandic Space 
Agency, and covering NASA’s con-
tinued use of Iceland as a habitat 
analogue for testing new equip-
ment. 
 We do, however, catch an hour-
long talk by David Concannon, 
who recounts the tale of being 
tasked by Jeff Bezos with finding 
the Apollo F-1 engines that pro-
pelled man to the moon for the 
first time. The engines were jet-
tisoned during flight, and lost on 
the ocean floor—it took a huge op-
eration to find and retrieve them. 
But David succeeded, and they’re 
now on display at the Seattle 
Museum of Flight in the United 
States. Clive Oppenheimer also 
speaks, giving a layman’s account 
of his thirteen field seasons spent 
studying Mount Erebus, a perpet-
ually active volcano in Antarctica, 
and his theories about how lava 
systems work.
 It’s an unexpected cherry on 
the cake of this trip to hear adven-
turers like these discussing their 
travels and travails. The sleepy 
village of Húsavík, it’s safe to say, 
has more to it than meets the eye, 
both at sea, and on dry land.   

"Its giant 
grey tail 

rears up out 
of the water, 
metres high, 
and then it’s 
gone, plung-

ing deep into 
the ocean."

A majestic sight, iconic of Húsavík

“The Icelandic Museum of Rock 'n' Roll is as 
eccentric in its telling as the tale it celebrates.”

David Fricke, Rolling Stone.

The museum is located in Keflavík 
only 5 minutes away from 

Keflavík International Airport.

Open daily from 11am - 6pm
 

For more go to rokksafn.is

Visit Iceland's largest music museum and enjoy our history 
of Icelandic rock and pop music. Browse through the timeline of 
Icelandic pop and rock music with the Rock 'n' Roll app on Ipads, 
spend time in our soundlab, cinema, karaoke booth, gift store, 

exhibitions or simply grab a cup of co�ee at our café (free wifi!).

THE ICELANDIC 
MUSEUM OF 

ROCK 'N' ROLL

The Icelandic Museum of Rock 'n' Roll

Repenting never looked so cozy
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One can begin to crave nature af-
ter one too many walks up and down 
Laugavegur. On a recent autumn day, 
our choice was to head to one of Ice-
land’s most astonishing sights—Hái-
foss, the majestic high falls, located 
in a beautiful water carved gorge that 
houses not just one, but two water-
falls—just around the corner from 
Háifoss sits its handsome neighbour, 
Granni. It’s a pretty great two for one 
deal. 
 Located on the very edge of the 
Highlands, just over a two hour drive 
away from the big city, these two falls 
originate in Fossá, the “waterfall riv-
er,” with meltwater from Hekla in its 
cold blue veins.

Mind the car
There are a couple of options when it 
comes to getting there. One is a 14 km 
hike from Strönd—a reconstructed vi-
king settler manor—or a rough 7 km 
drive to the front porch of the view-
ing spot. But be warned, while driv-
ing sounds easier, this gravel track is 
a mosaic of deep potholes, boulders of 

various sizes and sharp rocks. A rug-
ged 4x4 is not just advised, it’s a must. 
You hear this a lot, where Icelandic na-
ture is considered, but don’t let that 
fool you, the volcanic rock roads won’t 
bend their ragged nature to suit your 
car. 
 When you step out of your car, there 
aren’t many signs giving away the 
presence of the mighty water giant, 
but you can feel it it in your nerves; the 
vibration of the air, the charge of natu-
ral force setting the ground and ele-
ments into never ending motion. But 
after just a few steps, the ground splits 
open—a 100 metre drop appears, and 
your gaze slides over a white stream of 
water, foaming and cascading over the 
black volcanic rock. Dazzling.

Common sense safety 
net

The cliffs that wrap around the chasm 
are over 2 million years old and have 
no man made safety structures. The 
only safety net is common sense. As 
you marvel at the waterfalls and look 
down to the very bottom of the valley, 

vertigo creeps in; with bones of jelly 
and a strange tickling at the back of 
your head, you take  half a step closer 
to the edge—a thrill that makes your 
heart skip a beat. Extreme care is nec-
essary, especially on windy days—the 
cliff edges are just very old rocks. Make 
sure to take the long way down to the 
valley. 

No pain no gain
From the first viewpoint, which shows 
off Granni, you continue down the path 
to the viewing spot for both waterfalls 
and to stand across from Háifoss it-
self. On sunny days it’s not uncommon 
to even have a rainbow striking a pose 
for lucky spectators.  
 The onwards hike leads to the bot-
tom of the valley, to the foot of Háifoss. 
It isn’t too long—just a 1.6 km round 
trip—however there are some steep,  
tricky gravel slopes. Make sure to wear 
proper hiking shoes and take extra 
caution on rainy or icy days, and take 
into account that the way back will 
steal your breath, but for quite differ-
ent reasons than the views.

Laces of water and rock
We’re also treated to gray, blue, black 
and green colors that melt together 
and draw sharp lines with sudden con-
trasts, forming into an effortless mas-
terpiece. That's the magic of hiking—
when you have the time to truly take in 
the view, it reveals itself in more and 
more mesmerising detail. Shaped by 
the astounding and persistent force of 
water, the solid rock walls of the gorge 
look almost like they’re slowly moving, 
with rounded curves, delicate layers 
of soil, and basaltic formations lacing 
together behind the waterfall.
 At the end of the hike, you get to 
stand at the very foot of the Háifoss 
with your head thrown back, your eyes 
closed, and the slow thunder of the 
waterfall hitting your eardrums. I let 
the nature soak into my tired limbs, 
putting my ever-running thread of 
concerns and thoughts to rest. I take a 
deep breath and slowly exhale. Nature 
is awesome.  

Distance from  
Reykjavík:  

142 km

How to get there: 
Route One past 

Selfoss, then 
Routes 30 and 32. 

Note: closed in 
winter.

Accommodation 
provided by: 

landmannahellir.is

Car provided by: 
gocarrental.is

An Effortless 
Masterpiece
The hidden beauty of Háifoss

Words : Signe Smala  Photos: Art Bicnick   

The beauty of the falls Glacial goodness A cross-section of geological history
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Trekking into the green valleyAll smiles

Maybe don't stand this close to the edge.

“As you 
marvel at the 

waterfalls 
and look 

down to the 
bottom of the 
valley, vertigo 
creeps in; you 

take a half a 
step closer to 
the edge, and 

your heart 
skips a beat.”

Open daily 09:00 - 21:00

360° VIRTUAL REALITY TIME-LAPSE MOVIE THEATERMULTIMEDIA EXHIBITION

AURORA REYKJAVÍK
THE NORTHERN LIGHTS CENTER

Can’t catch the Northern Lights?
Don’t worry, we have already done it for you!

Grandagarður 2   |   101 Reykjavík
Tel: +354 780 4500
Bus 14   |   Free Parking
www.aurorareykjavik.is

Harpa
Music hall

Kolaportið
flea market

Reykjavík
Art museum

The old
harbour

Icelandair
Hótel Marina

Maritime
museum

CCP

Aurora
Reykjavík

10%
OFF

with this voucher



TOWN GUIDE

Djúpivogur  

Words & Photos : Eli Petzold

Just off Route 1 in the East Fjords, 
the buildings of Djúpivogur fill the 
interstices between a network of 
crumbling cliff walls. With about 
500 residents and its own liquor 
store, Djúpivogur is a relative 
metropolis in the remote east. A 
member of the international Cit-
taslow movement, the municipal-
ity has committed itself to main-
taining a slow pace of everyday life 
here. If you move slowly enough, 
you just might be able to fill out a 
whole day in Djúpivogur.

Stay:  
Hótel Framtíð 

Situated in Djúpivogur’s har-
bour, Hótel Framtíð offers a 
variety of accommodation op-
tions right in the heart of town. 
Wood-panelled single and double 
rooms in the hotel’s main build-
ing, cottages and the adjacent 

apartments make for a cosily 
rustic experience. Built around 
1905, the hotel’s main building 
underwent a series of reincarna-
tions as it passed from owner to 
owner. Despite its claim to longev-
ity and its variegated past, it still 
bears its early twentieth century 
name “Framtíð,” which (perhaps 
ironically) means ‘The Future.’

Stroll: Innri-Gleðivík

Neighbouring Djúpivogur’s com-
mercial harbor, this smaller 
harbour hosts a handful of un-
expected oddities. Twin whale 
skeletons along Víkurland road 
mark the entrance to Freevilli 
Gallerí, an eclectic mix of rocks, 
bones and folk art collected by 
an eccentric local. It ’s unclear 

what’s for display and what’s for 
sale, but perhaps that’s precisely 
the point. Just down the road, 34 
ovoid sculptures hug the outer 
coast of the bay. Each smaller 
than the next, the sculptures rep-
resent the eggs of 34 bird species 
that call Djúpivogur home. 

Eat: Havarí
Although about 40 minutes’ drive 

from Djúpivogur, it’s well worth 
the trek across Berufjörður to 
munch on the hearty vegetarian 
fare dished up at Havarí’s café. A 
stark departure from the often 
unremarkable, repetitious dishes 
that line the rural roads of Iceland, 
Havarí’s café serves meals with a 
heavy helping of love, care, and at-
tention to flavour. Try the grilled 
cheese stuffed with vegetarian 
sausage and be sure to dip it in the 
curry ketchup.

Swim:  
Sundlaug Djúpavogs

Housed indoors, Djúpivogur’s 
municipal swimming facility of-
fers a balmy respite from the ele-
ments during generous opening 
hours all year round. A massive 
swimming pool, two hot tubs and 
a kiddie pool provide plenty of 
room to relax, exercise, or play. 
With the thermostat set at near-
tropical temperatures, you’d be 
forgiven for wanting to just sit 
in a deck chair, defrost and revive 
on a particularly miserable day.

Explore: Fossárdalur  

Near the mouth of Berufjörður, 
about 20 minutes west of Djúpiv-
ogur, a series of falls plummets 
step-by-step through Fossárdalur 
(Waterfall-river-valley) to the sea. 
Vague trails wind through a sap-
ling grove, allowing for a serene, 
sylvan jaunt alongside the falls. Be 
sure to catch Nykurhylsfoss—the 
most stunning of these falls—
which gushes through a gate-like 
aperture in the cliff-wall before 
pouring, ultimately, into the fjord. 

Travel
Distance from Reykjavík: 613 km 
How to get there:  Route One south, continuing  
beyond the turnoff for the Öxi mountain pass
Car provided by: gocarrental.is
Accommodation provided by: havari.is

The best of Icelandic produce 

with a nod to Japan and South 

America. Modern Icelandic 

flavours, share plates and award 

winning cocktails.

Sushi Social
Þingholtsstræti 5 • 101 Reykjavík

Tel. 568 6600 • sushisocial.is

Our kitchen is open
17.00–23.00 sun.–thu.
17.00–24.00 fri.–sat.

SOCIALIZE
WITH THE
LOCALS

ICELANDIC
SEAFOOD
makes world’s best sushi 



 
Island Life

Hot news from the cold Icelandic countryside

Words: Andie Fontaine

An old fashioned timber house in Seyðisfjörður dating 
back to 1900 went up 

in flames late last 
month. Fortunately, 

no one was inside, 
but high winds that 

whooshed over 
East Iceland 

that night 
contributed 

to the de-
struction of 

the house. 
The cause of 

the blaze is 
still unknown.

If you needed your faith in 
humanity restored, look to 
Borgarnes. Shortly after 
a woman living just 
north of the town 
announced on 
social media that 
she had lost 
30,000 ISK 
in cash at 
either a Nettó 
grocery store or a 
photography 
supply store, 
a Nettó 
employee 
answered that they had 
found her cash and were 
keeping it safe until 
she could pick it up. 
It turns out a Dutch 
tourist found the 
money in the shop and 
handed it over to staff.

In less cheerful news, two horses needed to be put down in South Iceland last month 
after they were struck by a car while crossing the road. The car sustained extensive 

damage and the driver was taken to hospital in unknown condition. The horses, though, 
were put down at the scene of the accident. Sad.
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West: Best Museum  
Herring Era Museum 

“The name doesn’t do it justice,” said 
one panellist, “but it’s truly a won-
derful place to discover the history 
of the local community.” Síldarmin-
jasafnið is an unexpected gem in the 
museum scene of the North, with 
a collection that pays tribute to the 
boom years of the herring era with 
pictures, texts and countless arte-
facts recollecting Siglufjörður’s glo-
rious fishing past. 

South: Must-See Spot  
Borgarfjörður Eystri 

“Borgarfjörður Eystri is not to be 
missed,” said the panel. This remote 
fjord is home to the tiny fishing vil-
lage of Bakkagerði, surrounded by 
beautiful mountains. Just outside 
the village, “a visit to the puffin 
colony at Hafnarhólmi is the best 
place to see these colourful birds up 
close,” said the panel. “In early sum-
mer there are hundreds of them all 
over the place and they are so relaxed 
that you can almost reach out and 
cuddle them.” 

 East: Best Hike  
Arnarstapi to Hellnar  

This leisurely coastal walk takes you 
past lava fields and ocean outlooks 
on the southern shore of the penin-
sula. Surrounded by basalt columns 
and ravines, the old path mean-
ders around fishermen’s relics and 
through seabird nesting areas. The 
hike is great for birdwatching—you'll 
glimpse kittiwakes, Arctic terns and 
fulmars. Take your time, and grab a 
coffee and cake at Fjöruhusið after 
your journey. 

Best Of Iceland
A selection of winners from our Best Of Iceland travel magazine

16:00 ARON BIRKIR
17:00 VIO
18:00 STAFRÆNN HÁKON

thursday 
 8th november

ÍSAFOLD // 
CENTERHOTEL ÞINGHOLT
Þingholtsstræti 5, 101 Reykjavík 
+354 595 8535

16:30 MILL
17:30 ARI ÁRELÍUS
18:30 VAR

friday 
 9th november

JÖRGENSEN // 
CENTERHOTEL MIÐGARÐUR
Laugavegur 120, 105 Reykjavík 
+354 595 8565

16:00 FEBRÚAR
17:00 MIMRA
18:00 INGUNN HULD

saturday 
 10th november

SKÝ // 
CENTERHOTEL ARNARHVOLL
Ingólfsstræti 1, 101 Reykjavík 
+354 595 8545

Free Admission and
fun bar specials!

#CENTERHOTELS
centerhotels.com/airwaves



LIFE IN PICTURES 

INK & 
RAP 
Text: Sigurður Ragnarsson   Photos: Sigurður Ragnarsson

When you think of fun things to do on a 
weekend night in Reykjavík, you probably 
think about waiting in line for an hour to 
get into B5, where you can meet fun and cool 
people while spending your entire month’s 
pay on shots. If that’s not really your scene, 
though, you could also check out the vibrant 
music and fashion scene in the city, which 
is exactly what we did. On Friday, October 
26th, we spent the night with arguably two 
of the most famous and talented young art-
ists in Iceland today, JóiPé and Króli, as they 
played at the Inklaw fashion show in Gamla 
Bíó, where the minimalist streetwear brand 
premiered its new line, the ‘Onyx Winter 
Collection.’ If you’ve been living under a rock 
for the past year or so, and don’t know who 
JóiPé and Króli are, we suggest you Google 
“B.O.B.A.” If you don’t understand why ev-
eryone loves them after watching that, well, 
we can’t help you.

Two of Iceland's brightest rap stars 

Chillin' with the boys backstageServing face for the camera

Þrastalundur

Þingvellir
National Park

Hveragerði

Geysir
Gullfoss

Kerið

Reykjavík

Your journey  
to the Golden  
Circle starts at 
Þrastalundur

BREAKFAST, BRUNCH, LUNCH, DINNER

SINCE 1928

/thrastalundur
/thrastalundurr

Great place to see  
the northern lights!

Lovely Restaurant with a Stunning View! We stopped @ 
Thrastalundur on our way to Geysir (40 min away). Everything about this 
place was just magical - the food, the coffee, the view and the team. Highly 
recommend for anyone who wants to rest in a very picturesque scenery 
and enjoy truly Icelandic hospitality! – Aga J. – Tripadvisor.

Food was so good, we came back twice! We really enjoyed eating at 
Þrastalundur Restaurant. We tried the lamb soup, fresh brook trout, and leg 
of lamb. It was a Sunday, and they had a lovely two-piece band playing. The 
staff really made us feel at home, and gave us some travel suggestions for 
the Golden Circle. We enjoyed it so much, we came back the next night for 
pizza, soup, and beer. – Kim H. – Tripadvisor.

More than outstanding pizza Lovely restaurant situated in very 
seenic spot on a river bank. In summer one can see people fly fishing. 
The service was very good. Food was good and the atmosphere good. 
Will definately go there a.s.a.p. Old but renovated in good taste. Brunch 
yummie. Thank you. I loved it – Sigga_Hallgr. – Tripadvisor.



Chillin' with the boys backstage

Emmsjé Gauti busted out some new moves at the concert 

JóiPé having a rare quiet moment during soundcheck

Powering up with some Nocco before the show

Inklaw's new collection wowed

RESTAURANT- BAR
Vesturgata 3B | 101 Reykjavík | Tel: 551 2344 | www.tapas.is

Sangria and wine by glass, cocktails
and beer on tap – half price!

Patatas bravas 890 kr.
Chicken wings Piri Piri 990 kr.
Chicken in chili crumbs 990 kr.

Lamb tenderloin in licorise-sauce 990 kr.
Bacon wrapped scallops and dates 990 kr.

EVERY DAY 17–18

HAPPY
HOUR
TAPAS+drINKS
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In June of 2006, the small southern 
town of Vogar—just a stone’s throw 
from Keflavík—made the noble deci-
sion to help out their old folks with a 
new set of elderly-exclusive flats. The 
town selected the location, readied 
the diggers, and gave the go-ahead 
for assembly. 

Elven anger
Unfortunately, there was one glar-
ing issue with the construction that 
immediately roused the masses in 
protest of the apartment complex. Vo-
gar had selected a construction spot 
that was already occupied by the OG 
inhabitants of Iceland—the elves. 
 See, in the centre of the planned 
development laid a particularly large 
elven rock outcrop. The residents of 
the town—and the nation—argued 
that if Vogar wanted to build there, 
they’d have to get the elves to move. 
And, of course, knowing the notori-
ous mischievousness of the hidden 
people, it was necessary to evict them 
respectfully. How could they force 
them out of their spot? Not only was 
it disrespectful, but imagine what hi-

jinks they would get up to if properly 
pissed off? 

Elven acceptance 
Naturally, the town knew that it was 
best to leave the negotiations with a 
true elf-expert and promptly hired 
Erla Stefánsdóttir, ‘elf specialist’, to 
begin a dialogue with the creatures. 
 Like a modern-day Jimmy Carter 
in Iran, Erla journeyed towards the 
rock to start negotiations with her 
head held high. Later that day, she 
returned and assured the public that 
the elves were delighted with the 

prospect of an old folks home replac-
ing their hideout and would vacate 
the premises shortly.
 The elves subsequently migrated 
to a new spot and construction con-
tinued in harmony with men and 
elves, much like in the Lord of The 
Rings films when Haldir comes to the 
battle of Helms Deep with his army of 
elven archers to fulfil his promise to 
Aragon, the rightful King of Gondor. 
Except, in this case, the Vogar negoti-
ations actually happened in real life.     

CITY SHOT  by Art Bicnick

 The Elven 
Evacuation 

An inspiring story of co-species harmony

Words:  
Hannah Jane 

Cohen

Photo:  
Iceland  

Store

WELL, YOU ASKED

The Tree Of 
Sadness

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen   

I hate people that like Terrence 
Malick movies. Are they all idiots  
or am I the idiot? 

Ok, imagine it’s your last day on Earth. 
You have a choice between watching 
‘The Tree Of Life’ or ‘Love Actually.’ 
Don’t fucking lie to us—you’d pick ‘Love 
Actually.’ Terrence Malick movies are 
one of those things you talk about at 
dinner parties before you go home and 
binge ‘Game Of Thrones.’ You gotta see 
it to keep your status in society, but, 
gun to the head, you’d probably skip a 
second viewing of ‘The Thin Red Line.’ 
So, in conclusion, you are woke af. 
Terrence Malick is boring. 

Is it as healthy being single   
as people say? 

Good question. This depends on how 
bitter you are. If you are one of those 
people that calls their exes ‘crazy 
bitches’ or harbours unrequited love 
for someone that clearly didn’t give a 
shit about you, perhaps it’s not healthy 
for you to be single. You probably 
cry yourself to sleep to the point of  
dehydration. That said, it’s probably 
healthier for the world that you’re 
single because you’re crazy. What a 
Catch 22. 
 But, real talk, it’s been scientifically 
proven that loneliness kills you. So 
it’s probably best if you go read some 
Harry Potter erotica and cry about your 
impending death all due to the fact that 
no one loves you. I can’t relate. I’m in a 
relationship. 

What is the easiest way to not get 
chlamydia in Reykjavík?

Already have Chlamydia.  
 
Send your unsolvable (UNTIL NOW) 
problems to editor@grapevine.is or 
tweet us at @rvkgrapevine.

Oceanfront property for elves

Cleaning  up a respectful gentleman

“Your first and last stop”
                           



 

Experience the amazing 
Langjökull glacier 
from the inside
A rare, once in a lifetime opportunity

Daily departures from Húsafell center and Reykjavík

Find us:

#intotheglacier
www.intotheglacier.is
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LAST WORDS 

Be Kind,  
Don’t Harass 

Words: Anna Ásthildur Þorsteinsdóttir    

Iceland Airwaves is one of the biggest live 
music events of the year, annually attracting 
international visitors by the thousands and 
serving as a platform that can catapult an act 
into international stardom. 
 Every year the city is filled with music, 
artists bustling between gigs and giddy con-
certgoers excitedly planning their musical 
adventure. But even a festival held in the 
most egalitarian country in the world must 
tackle taboo topics: sexual harassment at live 
music events.
 Sexual harassment and abuse of any kind 
is always a problem, but it’s arguably a more 
prevalent problem in the nightlife arena. 
When people go out to have fun, to enjoy 
music, alcohol is inevitably involved and in-
hibitions are compromised. 
 A recent British study found that 43% of 
female music festival guests had experienced 
sexual harassment or abuse during the event. 
The only way we can attempt to eliminate 
this is to first of all talk about it, but most 
of all promoters, venue owners and festival 
organizers need to put more effort into creat-
ing spaces where guests know that the staff 
and other guests stand with them and that 
abuse and harassment is not tolerated. 
 Iceland Airwaves has partnered with Slut 
Walk Reykjavík (Druslugangan) this year to 
bring attention to this issue. We’re hiring 
an expert in trauma counselling to brief all 
security personnel that work with the festival 
and we’re hosting a panel to discuss what 
more can be done to combat this problem. 
 Druslugangan posters will be prevalent 
in venue bathrooms, encouraging guests to 
speak to staff if they feel unsafe. Festival 
guests are also encouraged to intervene safely 
or alert our staff if they witness instances of 
harassment or assault. There’s always more 
that can be done.We can all work together to 
create a fun and safe environment for every-
one, where people can wear whatever they 
want and drink whatever they want without 
being sexually abused or harassed. This isn’t 
too much to ask.   

MOUNTAINGUIDES.IS • INFO@MOUNTAINGUIDES.IS • TEL: +354 587 9999

Glacier Walks
& Ice Caves

Call sales office from 08:00 - 20:00  
or book online.

Glacier Walk and 
Northern Lights

Departures from Reykjavík

From Skaftafell Ice Cave

WWW.RSS.IS  •  +354 497 5000  •  INFO@RSS.IS
USB CHARGING 
IN EVERY SEAT

IN BUS
AUDIO GUIDE

OPEN 24
HOURS A DAY

PERSONAL
HOST

BOOK YOUR ADVENTURE NOW - AVALABLE ASSISTANCE 24/7

NORTHERN LIGHTS 
SPECIAL OFFER

G
UIDED IN

L A N G U A G ES10

NORTHERN 
LIGHTS &
STARGAZING
RSS.is/NLS RSS.is/GCNL RSS.is/SCNL

GOLDEN CIRCLE 
& NORTHERN 
LIGHTS

SOUTH COAST 
& NORTHERN 
LIGHTS

15.480ISK11.480ISK5.490ISK
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