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These are some of the immigrants running for Reykjavík's 
City Council this month. Why are they running, what are the 

challenges, and what do they want to change? P:19
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ABOUT THE PICTURE
We shot the candidates 
one by one on a Friday 
afternoon, while asking 
them to show us their 

stump speeches to 
capture the mood. 
With their depth of 
knowledge, optimism 
and passion, we see 
that we'll spoiled for 
choice at the ballot box.

Alice Demurtas is 
from Sardinia, but 
moved to Iceland in 
2012. She worked in 
fashion journalism 
for four years before 
moving on to culture 
and news. 
An avid reader of 
anything by Zadie 
Smith, Alice can’t 
function without 
coffee. She also loves 
to fall asleep to the 
sound of crinkly 
paper.

Elín Elísabet is an illus-
trator and cartoonist 
born and raised in 
Borgarnes. At the 
tender age of 15, Elín 
moved to Reykjavík 
and hasn’t looked 
back, except for the 
annual springtime 
impulse to move 
someplace quiet 
and keep chickens. 
Elín likes folk music, 
stationery, seal vid-
eos, the country of 
Ireland, and eggs.

John Rogers an 
Englishman who first 
joined us as a music 
writer, later graduat-
ing to Managing 
Editor. A constant 
traveller, a lover of 
art, culture, food and 
nightlife, he edits 
our Best of Reykjavík, 
Best of Iceland and 
Iceland Airwaves 
sister publications. 
His first book, “Real 
Life,” was published 
in 2014.

Hannah Jane is 
based out of Iceland 
by way of NYC. An 
alumni of Columbia 
University, Hannah 
has lived on five con-
tinents and speaks 
three languages 
fluently, which is 
very impressive. Her 
visionary work is 
known for expand-
ing the definitions of 
emotion, introspec-
tion, and above all 
else, taste.

Juliana Iluminata Wil-
czynski is a Brazilian-
American university 
student. Her love of 
the Icelandic lan-
guage led her to 
Iceland for the first 
time in 2016. Some-
how at age 21, she 
kinda sorta lives in 
five countries at the 
same time.  She loves 
obscure linguistics 
facts, samba, and a 
good bloody mary.

Sveinbjörn Pálsson 
is our Art Director. 
He's responsible for 
the design of the 
magazine and the 
cover photography. 
When he's not work-
ing here, he DJs as 
Terrordisco, hosts 
the Funkþátturinn 
radio show, or sits 
at a table in a Rey-
kjavik café, drinking 
copious amounts of 
coffee and thinking 
about fonts.

Phil Uwe Widiger, 
Intern Phil has 
already lived in three 
different countries 
at the age of 24. He 
is currently studying 
his master’s degree 
in journalism. He 
loves everything 
connected to music, 
spirituality and 
culture in general. 
Say “hi” next time you 
see him meditating 
at some black-metal 
concert.

Alexander Jean 
Edvard Le Sage De 
Fontenay has such 
a long name we had 
serious misgivings if 
we'd have space to 
fit in his writer biog-
raphy.  When he's not 
keeping our readers 
informed about the 
latest rumblings in 
underground music, 
he's making huge 
waves DJing under 
his Bervit and Ear 
Doctor monikers.

Lóa Hlín Hjálmtýsdót-
tir is a national treas-
ure. One of Iceland's 
leading illustrators, 
when she's not 
drawing she's the 
front-woman of 
Icelandic electro-
pop supergroup FM 
Belfast. Her comic 
strip Lóabratorium 
appears every issue 
on page eight, and 
is also available as 
a daily dose on her 
Twitter.

Democrazy!  
Once again, it’s elec-
tion time. On May 
26th, Iceland will be 
voting for new city 
and town councils. 
 W e ’ v e  h a d 
our share of elec-
tions in the past 
y e a r s — w e ’ v e 

held 18 elections over the past 19 years. 
That makes these elections the 19th. 
There have been so many that we 
joke about it, calling it the “Icelandic 
democrazy.” And sure, it’s funny—if you 
don’t think about the reasons behind 
this constant cycle of new elections.

 

This year we have 16 parties running, 
with a total of over 600 people running 
for office. There are around 130,000 
living in Reykjavík—it would be 
the per-capita equivalent of 36,000 
running for office in New York City.

 But who’s running for office in these 
elections? Does more candidates trans-
late us getting into better politicians? 
Not really. We’ve never had this many 
immigrants running for office, but at 
the same time, we have never had as 
many openly xenophobic parties trying 
to seize power. And I’m being gener-
ous when I only number three parties 
as xenophobic. Some have been flirting 
with this rhetoric in quite a shameful way. 
 
 

This is alarming. We at Grapevine 
want a new City Council—not the old 
xenophobic conservatives, but new 
voices that can take us into the future.
 So we’re proud of this issue’s cover 
story. No other media outlet in Iceland 
has given immigrants such a strong voice 
in the run-up to the elections. You can 
read about the immigrants running for 
office on page 19. And please: vote.  VG

FROM THE EDITOR





What Are Iceland-
ers Talking About?

The latest eruptions from  
Icelandic social media

Words: Paul Fontaine  Photo: Art Bicnick  

The hottest topic on Icelandic 
social media at the time of this 
writing is Israel’s win at Euro-
vision, who pulled to the top of 
the list thanks to the popular vote. 
Icelanders are generally very criti-
cal of Israeli foreign and domes-
tic policy, and the recent spate of 
Israeli soldiers shooting unarmed 
Gaza protesters didn’t help endear 
anyone to Israel’s win. While a lot 
of Icelanders have been suggesting 
Iceland boycott Eurovision next 
year—especially as it will report-
edly be held in Jerusalem—others 
have emphasised the importance 
of separating the artist from their 
country of origin. Regardless, 
convincing Icelanders to boycott 
their beloved Eurovision is noth-
ing short of a monumental task.
 With municipal elections 
coming up, people are more talk-
ing about the issues at stake in 
Reykjavík rather than the parties 
running. Of particular inter-
est to capital area residents is a 
proposed development of Örfiri-
sey, located at the very tip of the 
Reykjavík peninsula which is 
currently the home of several large 
oil tankers. The Independence 
Party wants to develop Örfirisey 
into a kind of Icelandic version of 
Bahrain’s Floating City. Interest-
ingly, this idea was also floated in 
2005 by then Independence Party 
Mayor Vilhjálmur Þ. Vilhjálmsson, 
but after it was pointed out that 
putting a bunch of single-family 
homes at the far end of town 
would tremendously increase car 
traffic in the city, he withdrew the 
idea in favour of developing Vatns-
mýri (where the domestic airport 
is currently located) instead. 

 Speaking of the capital, the 
controversy over the Harpa 
concert hall pay scandal is still 
raging. As you might recall, the 
director of Harpa was awarded a 
20% pay rise while service workers 
were asked to take a significant 
pay cut. Initially, management 
was dismissive over the discrep-
ancy, but then everyone from 
union leaders to city councilp-
ersons began to chime in across 
social media. It wasn’t long before 
the director asked for her pay 

rise to be rescinded, and there is 
currently some talk about nulli-
fying the service worker pay cut. 
Which just goes to show you: 
sometimes being mad on the 
internet really can make a differ-
ence.
 Another topic of great conten-
tion right now is a tax on soft 
drinks. Minister of Health Svan-
dís Svavarsdóttir, of the Left-
Greens, has introduced a bill from 
the Directorate of Health that 
would increase the tax on sodas—
a measure the Independence Party 
has been decidedly against—while 
lowering taxes on fruits and vege-
tables. You’d think this would be a 
harmless non-partisan idea, but in 
fact, it faces strong opposition not 
only from the Independence Party 
but also from business leaders. In 
fact, the Federation of Icelandic 
Industries has likened the bill to 
a form of discrimination. Who 
knew that Pepsi you’re drinking 
had human rights? 
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Iceland is proud to have 
been nominated as the 
most gender equal coun-
try in the World Economic 
Forum’s Global Gender Gap 
Index for nine years in a 
row. But let’s not get on 
our high horses, because 
there’s still work to do un-
til we achieve true equal-
ity. 
 If Iceland wants to legit-
imately be the nation with 
the highest gender equal-
ity in the world, we have 
to address the obvious 
lack of a vagina museum 
in Reykjavík. The Icelandic 
Phallological Museum is 
the world’s first and only 

penis museum, founded 
by longtime phallus col-
lector Sigurður Hjartar-
son in 1997. Almost every 
tourist who comes to Ice-
land ventures all the way 
up Laugavegur to see the 
phallic wonders of mam-
mal penises. There are 
literally hundreds of mem-
bers on display, including 
a human specimen from 
the deceased Icelandic 
neo-nazi Páll Arason. 

“What about 
the wonders 
of mammal 
vaginas?”

When Florence Schechter 
discovered that there was 
a penis museum in Ice-
land, she also realized that 
there was no equivalent 
space for vaginas. Thus, 
she founded The Vagina 
Museum in the UK. Howev-
er, it doesn’t have a perma-
nent exhibit yet.
 As Florence clearly real-
ized, vagina representa-
tion matters, and we need 
it now. It’s time for Iceland 
to have its very own per-
manent display of hun-
dreds of mammal vaginas 
in all of their glorious co-
lours, shapes, and sizes. . 
JIW 

Sirkus—a nightclub that once defined 
Árneshreppur (population 53), located 
on the northern coast of the West-
fjörds, is normally not a magnet for any 
kind of attention at all. However, this 
year the region has become the focus 
of potential election irregularities that 
have drawn the attention of national 
authorities, and appear to revolve 
around the building of a controversial 
power plant.
 Some background: Árneshreppur 
is one of several regions in the north-
west of Iceland where every resident 

is a candidate for a regional council. 
So instead of people voting for parties, 
they vote for individual residents and 
their individual platforms. This elec-
tion season, one of the hottest topics in 
Árneshreppur is the proposed building 
of a power plant on Hvalá river. 

“Moving” to Árneshreppur
Things were proceeding normally 
until something caught the attention 
of the National Registry: the popula-
tion of Árneshreppur increased by 40% 
between April 24 and May 4. Before this 
period, there were 44 legally registered 
households in the region, but 17 indi-
viduals reportedly moved their legal 
residence to Árneshreppur during this 
10-day period alone.   
 Kristinn H. Gunnarsson, a former 
MP and a Westfjords native, published 
a list of names on his blog that actually 
shows that 18 people moved their legal 
residence to Árneshreppur. He points 
out that of special interest is that 11 of 
these people have “moved” to Drangar 

alone. However, some of these new 
arrivals actually do have connections 
to the area – as Kristinn points out, 
Hrafn Jökulsson and Sif Konráðsdóttir, 
both of whom do have familial connec-
tions to the area, have moved their 
legal residence to the region, along 
with their respective children. But this 
certainly isn’t the case for everyone 
who “moved” to Árneshreppur within 
this 10-day window, and it has raised 
considerable suspicion.

Legal action
Vísir reported that where the other 
names on the list are concerned, the 
law offices of Sókn put together a 
memo stating that they believe there is 
an attempt at influencing the elections 
being made here. Furthermore, the list 
of names that Kristinn has leaked is 
not available on any publicly accessible 
website.
 It’s a complicated situation, and the 
clock is ticking to resolve the matter: 
elections will be held on May 26.    

Wild, Wild North: 
Shady Election Deal-
ings In Árneshreppur
How a sleepy North Iceland region 

became a news flashpoint 

Vagina 
Museum

Words: 
Paul Fontaine

Photo: 
Art Bicknic
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Djúpavík - not always a source of controversy

Words: Phil Uwe Widiger  

What do you do when you get lost 
in an Icelandic forest? Stand up.
That ’s one of the lamest jokes 
about Iceland but it portrays 
the Icelandic landscape very 
well. We asked forester Brynjól-
fur Jónsson to enlighten us as to 
why Iceland is missing forests.
 “The main reason is that the early 
settlers cut down and burned trees 
for cattle and charcoal production, 
which was a huge industry in Ice-
land in former times. Forests used to 
cover around 35% of Iceland’s land 
area, but due to deforestation, we 
ended up with less than one percent.
 “Another thing is that Iceland is 
very young in geological terms, only 
15 million years old. The very vulner-
able ecosystem wasn't ready for 
this invasion of man and cattle. Even 
now, there are less than 500 taller 
species, like flowers and trees. 
 “Also, without forests, other el-
ements of nature were easily dis-
turbed. Without protection from 
wind, soil erosion from the high-
lands all the way to the sea became 
another problem and the process 
of deforestation escalated. Most 
of the forests had disappeared in 
the Middle Ages, around 1500/1600.
 “In 100 years we have only man-
aged to plant trees on 0.4% of Ice-
land’s land area. That's not much. 
Hopefully, we can get 4-5% of the 
land area covered in this century. 
Unfortunately, after the bank col-
lapse in 2008, the subsidies to the 
forestry project were halved, re-
sulting in less trees being plant-
ed. We are importing all the wood 
and paper from other countries 
but if we would put more effort 
into it, we could grow everything 
that we use here in Iceland.” 

ASK A

Forester
Q: Why are there so 

few trees in Iceland?
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Some people like kayaking. Some 
opt for doing cartwheels. Others 
enjoy badminton or throwing jave-
lins. Then, of course, there are those 
select few who prefer to get their 
adrenaline endorphins from picking 
up things and immediately putting 

them down. Enter the few, the fair, 
the elite, the Icelandic strongmen. 

Eskimo or Viking?
It’s well known worldwide that Icelan-
dic people are notoriously strong 
and full of protein powder. Haven’t 
you heard of that little character The 
Mountain on that tiny TV show ‘Game 
Of Thrones’? This hunky reputation 
comes from the spectacular mito-
chondrion of two legends, Jón Páll 
Sigmarsson and Magnús Ver Magnús-
son, both of whom won the World’s 
Strongest Man four times each.
 Jón Páll is a legend in the Icelan-
dic consciousness on the same level 
as Arnold Schwarzenegger—without 
the politics or ‘Kindergarten Cop’. 

The blonde bombshell burst onto the 
international strongmen scene in 1983 
where he won silver in the competition 
before finally being named the World’s 
Strongest Man in 1984 and repeating 
this carnage in 1986, 1988 and 1990. 
Jón made the sport popular in Iceland, 
regularly appearing on TV and in public 
events with his bulging pecs present. 
For many old Icelanders, including our 
editor Valur, he was a childhood icon. 
 Jón Páll’s iconic presence comes 
from his Bil l  Clinton-levels  of 
charisma. He’s best known for a witty 
response at a heckler who called him 
an Eskimo. “I’m not an Eskimo! I’m 
a Viking!” he screamed before lifting 
a 500 kg carriage. If you’re confused, 
don’t be, that was a common misun-
derstanding in those days. For the 
record, Icelanders did not live in 
igloos, they lived in huts made of dirt. 

Eight golds
Magnús Ver Magnússon contin-
ued Iceland’s legendary status at the 
competition, flexing his gold medal 
in 1991, 1994, 1995, and 1996. This 
secured Iceland’s status as the second-
best country in the world for strong-
men with eight gold medals, which 
placed them just behind the United 
States who has eleven. That said, Lance 
Armstrong is from the US, so who 
can really trust their sports tactics? 
 Update: After the time of this writ-
ing, Hafþór Júlíus Björnsson won 
the Strongest Man In The World. 
But he has been in the shadow of 
allegations of domestic violence 
and we don’t fuck with that.  

Words:   
Hannah Jane 

Cohen

Photo:  
TBA

WHAT HAVE WE WON?  

World’s  
Strongest Men 

Pick stuff up, put it down, pick 
stuff up, put it down
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Jón Páll is a legend in the Icelandic consciousness 
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Snorri Hallgrímsson 
-  Still Live
Not to be confused 
with folkie crooner 
Snorri Helgason, 
Snorri Hallgrímsson’s 
“Still live” is a moody 
and affecting 
ambient wash. The 
video is equally 
evocative, featuring 
shaky hand-held 
video footage. Fans 
of Sigur Rós might 
enjoy this one. The 
album, ‘Orbit,’ will 
follow on June 
15th. JR

Sturla Atlas ft. 
Logi Pedro -  No 
Tomorrow
No tomorrow is 
a collaboration 
between the hip-hop 
darlings of Iceland, 
Sturla Atlas and Logi 
Pedro. The song 
is a smooth R’n’B 
love song where 
the boys fantasise 
about a world with 
no tomorrow. I guess 
the apocalypse can 
be romantic in a way 
if you can’t wait to 
get into bed with 
your new girlfriend. 
But the song is 
short. Like the 
future, I assume. VG

Sveimur - Dáinn
“Dáinn” is a lo-fi 
journey with Sigur 
Rós-like vocals that 
floats through your 
ears like a sailing 
boat on a calm sea. 
There are absolutely 
no surprises in this 
song which makes it 
pleasant to listen to 
whatever you might 
be doing. There are, 
however, lots of cute 
high-pitched synth-
sounds. Could this 
be the new wave of 
Icelandic krútt? PW 

Kiriyama Family - 
Innocence (RMX) 
Kiriyama Family 
is well known for 
pure amped-up 
grooviness. Here, 
their most famous 
and soulful track 
‘Innocence’ is given 
an EDM makeover by 
Milwaukee producer 
Charley Cooks. It’s a 
surprisingly fitting 
collaboration—
perfect for the 
dance floor or the 
gym floor. Get your 
blood flowing. HJC

Mio Dior - Þú og Ég
Mio Dior’s solo debut 
is finally here. “Þú og 
Ég” is a rollercoaster 
of emotions, with 
its haunting vocals, 
and its mantra-
like bassline. 
Accompanied by a 
dramatic story in 
the stunning music 
video, Þú og Ég is a 
breath of fresh air 
and we can’t wait to 
see and hear what’s 
next from Mio Dior. 
We’re waiting and 
we’re ready. JW

Árstíðir - Entangled
The second song 
from Árstíðir’s fifth 
studio album spoils 
the listener with a 
stellar production, 
poppy guitar 
picking, smooth 
percussion and 
beautiful vocal 
harmonies. This is 
catchy, soft and easy 
to listen to. Perfect 
for a slow Sunday 
morning. Their new 
album, “Nivalis”, 
will be out on June 
22nd.  PW

THE 
GRAPEVINE 

PLAYLIST

The must-hear tracks of the issue

VISIT THE 
WEIRD AND 
WONDERFUL 
WORLD OF 
TULIPOP

Gúrkutíð is that magical 
time of year between June 

and August, or January 
and March, when nothing 

notable happens and media 
has no news to write about.

A lthough this  phenom-
e n o n  i s  w e l l - k n o w n  i n 

Iceland, ‘The Cucumber Time’ 
(gúrka=cucumber) dates back to 

the idle vacation days of German 
merchants. When business was 

low and nothing was happening, 
in fact, European merchants had so 

much free time that they’d put cucum-
bers to pickle for the next season.
 Now, however, Gúrkutíð is marked 
by pictures of cats on the front page 
of Icelandic newspapers—so don’t 
expect The Grapevine to embark 
on a pickling venture, okay?  PF



Visit The Gentle Giants 
up north in Húsavík – The Whale Watching Capital of Iceland

“Fantastic 
 experience, 

worth the time 
and  money”

“Fabulous tour, 
 operated by 
 fantastically 

 enthusiastic staff”

“Absolutely the best 
Whale  watching 

 experience in 
 Iceland”

“Rib Ride - 
 humpback whales 

- amazing!”

“Best whale 
 watching 

 experience from 
the  Safari tour!”

“Big whale speed 
boat - AMAZING”

“Great adventure 
with the rib. Seeing 
so much beautiful 

animals”
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150 YEARS OF FAMILY HISTORY IN THE BAY

WHALE WATCHING • HÚSAVÍK • ICELAND
THIS IS IT 2018

WELCOME

HÚSAVÍK
Reykjavík

Akureyri
Húsavík

Tel. +354 464 1500 • www.gentlegiants.is • info@gentlegiants.is
MEMBER OF ICEWHALE – THE ICELANDIC WHALE WATCHING ASSOCIATION



As the world footballing community 
shivers with anxiety at the forthcom-
ing Icelandic onslaught, things have 
been pretty chill at Camp Iceland. 
When you’re definitely going to win, 
there’s no need to lose your shit. When 
you’re definitely going to be smited, 
however… well ,  that ’s  different .

Aron would play on bloody 
stumps

It was the moment we’ve all been wait-
ing for. At a recent press conference 
at the Icelandic Football Association 
(KSÍ) headquarters, Heimir Hallgríms-
son—dentist, drawbridge destroyer, 
man-mangler, and manager of Iceland’s 
national football team—announced the 
final 23-player raiding party that will 
soon set sail for Iceland’s appointment 
with destiny at the Russian World Cup. 
It was with some relief that the assem-
bled media scribes saw the names of 
Iceland’s injured but talismanic star 
players Aron Einar Gunnarsson and 
Gylfi Sigurðsson flash up on the screen. 
Heimir revealed that Gylfi is back in 
training, and happily wrestling crazed 
polar bears on the top of Eyjafjallajökull. 
He’s also been in daily contact with 

Aron, who confirmed he would even 
play on his bloody stumps were both his 
legs to be cleaved off in battle. So a little 
operation definitely won’t stop him. JR

Albert’s terrifying screech
They were joined by many of the heroes 
of Euro 2016, and some young warriors 
who’ve edged their way into Heimir’s 
considerations with impressive cameos 
in Iceland’s recent smash-and-grab 
invasion of the Americas. Eyebrows 
were raised at the exclusion of seasoned 
striker Kolbeinn Sigþórsson—Iceland’s 
second-highest goalscorer of all time 
(after Eiður Guðjohn-
sen) with 22 goals to 
h i s  n a m e ,  i n c l u d-
ing a fateful strike to 
knock out the preen-
ing millionaires of 
England at Euro 2016. 
However, Kolbeinn has 
been out injured since 
2016, and with no guar-
antee of him recover-
ing in time for Russia, 
he was confined to 
the reserves camp. 
20-year-old striker 
Albert Guðmundsson 
made the cut instead, 
with Heimir prais-
ing the insane stripling berserker’s 
unquenchable bloodlust,  armour-
piercing shots,  and high-pitched 
battle screech, which is rumoured to 
make opposition goalies’ eardrums 
explode as he unleashes each and 
every flaming goal-bound stunner. JR

Knock-off Nigels revel as 
KSÍ fumes

Meanwhile, the Iceland football asso-
ciation have fallen victim to their 
own success before the World Cup has 
even begun, as cheap knock-offs of 

the new “Blood Up to the Shoulders” 
shirt threaten to undercut KSÍ’s cash 
cow. While the official jersey will set 
genuine Iceland freaks back a hefty 
12,000 ISK, disgraceful, disingenu-
ous frauds can purchase the fakes for 
as little as 1,600 ISK. As previously 
reported, Iceland’s kit manufacturer 
Erreà Sport has committed to using 
materials that “don’t release the harm-
ful or cancer-causing substances 
which are often used to lower produc-
tion costs,” so, if you literally don’t 
want to chalk years off your own exis-
tence, buy Icelandic. Well, Italian. GR

Argentina 
have previous

Finally, a lesson from 
the annals of history. 
It was 1990; a time 
w h e n  p i l l s  w e r e 
t e n - a - p e n n y  a n d 
the Icelandic youth 
were running riot. 
But as Reykjavík was 
gurning its prover-
bial face off, World 
Cup holders Argen-
tina were slumping 
to  defeat  against 
s t a r k  u n d e r d o g s 
Cameroon in their 

June 8th Italian World Cup opening 
game. After François Omam-Biyik’s 
67th-minute header secured a famous 
win, Les Lions Indomptables would go 
on to reach the Quarter Finals, even-
tually being knocked out against the 
simpering babies of Bobby Robson’s 
England. In Russia, the odds will be 
similarly stacked against Iceland, but 
the current raiding party is hardly 
averse to a major scalp. Even if things 
don’t go Iceland’s way, they can always 
channel their inner Benjamin Massing 
to stop fleet-footed prima donna Lionel 
Messi in his dainty Bambi-like tracks. JR
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“Albert’s 
battle screech 

makes goal-
ies’ eardrums 
explode as he 

unleashes every 
flaming goal-

bound stunner.”

Follow our football 
commentary on 

Twitter:  
@rvkgrapevine 

Emil  
“The Eliminator” 
Hallfreðsson

Age: 33
Hometown: Hafnarfjörður

Position: Midfielder
Club: Udinese

Special skills: Skewering dead balls, magic 
left leg, so strong that Italian commenta-

tors call duels involving him 90-10s,  
both an unstoppable force AND an 

 immovable object.
Nicknames: “The Eliminator,” “The Glacier,” 
“Creator of Complexes,” “The Helmetless”

 
Part-man, part-glacier, Emil “The Eliminator” 
Hallfreðsson is so strong that Hafþór Júlíus 
"The Mountain" Björnsson addresses him as 
“Master.” This belittling term of endearment 
owes to a childhood encounter at a sum-
mer football camp in Reykjavík, when Emil 
body-slammed Hafþór to the ground, leav-
ing him in a crumpled heap. Last week, while 
celebrating his first World’s Strongest Man 
title, Hafþór’s nightmare returned when the 
pair bumped shoulders in a downtown bar. 
Though Emil stood firm, “The Mountain” spi-
ralled towards the ground, and rumour has 
it that he can still be found in Prikið in the 
foetal position. 
 Aside from being the architect of psy-
chological complexes, Emil has also carved 
out a successful club career spanning 
over 16 years. Starting out with local side 
FH, Emil then moved on to Tottenham, but 
inexplicably remained behind Teemu Tainio 
in the pecking order, and was shipped off 
to Malmö FF and Lyn Oslo on loan. Since then, 
barring an escapade to Barnsley in 2009-
10 (where his SPF 50 consumption declined 
rapidly) Emil’s bulletproof bonce has been 
staunchly reflecting the Italian sun. In the 
last decade, he has turned out for Reggina, 
Verona and Udinese, making 269 league ap-
pearances, scoring 16 and assisting a fur-
ther 35.
 In Italy, Emil has become renowned for 
his tenacity, aggression and, of course, his 
wand-like left peg. One of several on the 
World Cup longboat with the capacity to 
deliver a skewering dead ball, Emil could 
prove key to Iceland’s snatch-and-grab 
game plan; especially with Gylfi “The Viking 
Virtuoso” fighting to be fit for the tourna-
ment. After clocking up just 24 minutes on 
the pitch at Euro 2016, Emil will be hoping 
that his dusty catapult is put to greater use 
this time around. Only doubling the destruc-
tion in Russia can make up for lost time.  GR

MEET THE SMITERS

One Minute 
To Midnight 

On World Cup 
Doomsday 

Clock
#ISL team makes world tremble

 

Albert's football battle scream: like a scene from 'Scanners' 
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Most of our readers are familiar with 
the wacky hijinks of Parliament and all 
its scandals and early elections. Mean-
while, Reykjavík City Hall has mostly 
flown under the radar. This isn’t to say 
City Council is comprised of a bunch of 
nerds who think garbage pick-up sched-
uling and the number of traffic lights 
are fascinating conversational topics. 
Denizens of City Hall can also get up to 
some pretty shady and amusing stuff. 
Here are some of the most recent high-
lights of the high times.
 1. The Reign Of Davíð Oddsson. 
Davíð Oddsson is a political legend in 
Iceland. Today remembered as The Boss 
of the Independence Party who used to 

be Prime Minister, Central Bank Chair, 
and is now co-editor of Morgunblaðið, 
Davíð’s beginnings include a stint in 
Reykjavík city politics, which saw him 
fight tooth and nail to become Mayor 
in 1982. One of the first things he did 
was reduce the number of seats in City 
Council from 21 to 15 (it went back up to 
23 only recently) and was well-known 
for eating the first hamburger at the 
first McDonald’s in Iceland (which left 
our shores in the wake of the financial 
crash). But he and the Independence 
Party held a grip over Iceland’s capital 
that was so strong, the other parties on 
the council had no choice but to consoli-
date into a single party, the Reykjavík 

List, in order to unseat the Independ-
ence Party (Davíð left for national poli-
tics in 1991).
 
2. Palace Intrigue And The Death Of 
The Liberals. After 12 years of rela-
tive peace and stability in Reykjavík, 
many people came to the conclusion 
that life was boringly normal in the city, 
and that it was time to shake things 
up. And shake things up they would. 
Reykjavík city politics from 2007 to 2008 
was a veritable House of Cards, both in 
reference to the television series and 
its inherent instability. There’s a lot to 
unpack here, but these are the broad 
strokes:

In 2007, the Independence Party won 
seven seats—not enough for a clean 
majority in the 15-seat City Council 
their own Davíð Oddsson helped create. 
So the natural question was, who to 
partner with? At first, presumed-mayor 
Vilhjálmur Vilhjálmsson started talk-
ing with Liberal Party leader Ólafur F. 
Magnússon, but broke those off over a 
dispute over where the domestic airport 
should be. Ólafur was heartbroken, and 
Vilhjálmur sidled on over to Progres-
sive Party leader Björn Ingi Hrafnsson 
to form a new coalition. All went well 
until it came to light that Vilhjálmur 
and Björn had made a back-room deal 
with investors to privatise and sell 
off Reykjavík Energy. The coalition 
exploded, and Ólafur would enter talks 
with other members of the opposition 
and Björn, and a new coalition was 
born, with Social Democrat Dagur B. 
Eggertsson becoming Mayor. All good, 
right? Well, no, as Ólafur took a leave 
of absence, only to return and find 
that City Council had pushed through 
a measure about Laugavegur 4-6 that 
he strongly opposed. And so it was back 
to forming a coalition of the Liberals 
and the Independence Party again, with 
Ólafur made mayor. That, too, fell apart 
shortly thereafter, as Ólafur’s deputy, 
Margrét Sverrisdóttir, strongly opposed 
the coalition. 
 And that’s how Reykjavík had three 
coalition majorities in just 20 months.

3. The Best Party And Jón Gnarr. 
Voters had long grown weary of city 
politics. The back-room deals, the 
back-stabbing, the broken promises 
and nepotism—all par for the course 
in Icelandic politics, but even by our 
own standards, things had gotten a bit 
too swampy in City Hall. It was time 
for a clean sweep. Enter: the Best Party, 
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in 2010.
 For many of our readers, this is when 
they first became aware of city politics 
in Iceland. The Best Party ran on a plat-
form that was deliberately a parody of 
the vacuous and absurd nature of poli-
tics. During one radio debate with then 
Mayor Hanna Birna Kristjánsdóttir, Jón 
Gnarr said that one of his first acts as 
mayor would be to change the species 
of tree being planted downtown. A fun-
filled political party led by a beloved 

celebrity and his celebrity friends was 
bound to be a success, and that it was: 
they won an almost clean majority in 
City Hall, and partnered up with the 
Social Democrats. 
 This term was pretty much OK. The 
biggest highlight was Jón Gnarr encour-
aging City Hall to finally approve a plot 
of land for Iceland’s Muslims to build a 
mosque—something they were consti-
tutionally more than permitted to do, 
but up until that point, no party on the 
right or the left ever dared to support. 
 
4. The Notorious B.D.S. Dagur is 
normally thought of as an innocu-

ous, charming mayor who is neither 
a magnet for scandal nor great accla-
mation. All that changed in 2015, when 
outgoing Reykjavík City Councilper-
son for the Social Democrats, Björk 
Vilhelmsdóttir, submitted a proposal 
to City Council that would prohibit 
the city from buying products made in 
Israel. The City Council majority passed 
the measure, and almost immediately, 
Iceland was assailed with an interna-
tional backlash. Under a torrent of bile 
from Jewish groups the world over, 
Dagur would eventually walk back the 
measure, amending it to only include 
Israeli companies operating in occupied 

Palestinian territory, but eventually, he 
put the measure out of its misery. 

 5. The Familiar Binary Returns. 
This year, the Social Democrats and the 
Independence Party—led by Dagur and 
Eyþór Arnalds, respectively—are once 
again the main competitors in what has 
effectively become a horse race. These 
two parties continue to exchange first 
and second place positions in the polls, 
even as an additional 14 (!!!) parties 
have also thrown their hat into the ring. 
Whether Reykjavík will veer to the right 
or the left still remains to be seen, but at 
least the race is anything but boring.  

“These two 
parties continue 

to exchange first 
and second place 

positions in the 
polls, even as an 
additional 14 (!!!) 
parties have also 
thrown their hat 

into the ring.”
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Former mayor Jón Gnarr, at Reykjavík’s zenith



No lack of choices in the city elections this year

We’re definitely Reykjavík-focused, 
but we would be remiss to overlook 
the municipal elections happening in 
the countryside, too. These races are 
often comprised of parties specific to 
the town or village in question. But 
they can also be the scene of particu-

lar dramas that can only happen in 
communities of their small size.
 Mostly, though, the distinguish-
ing feature of municipal elections 
in the countryside is the presence 
of parties devoted solely to their 
respective communities.  These 
parties often do better than even the 
national parties. There’s plenty going 
on outside The Bustling Metropo-
lis of Reykjavík, so let’s have a look.
 Ísafjörður: Í-List was the big winner 
in 2014, beating the Independence Party 
by just under 12% of the vote, but the 
Independence Party beat them the 
term before that, in 2010, and they’re 
not playing around this year, either. 
It’s pretty much a race between these 
two parties, although the Progres-
sives also tend to win a respect-
able share in Ísafjörður elections.
 Akureyri: Being the largest munic-
ipality in the countryside, local elec-
tions also tends to mean more variety. 
Akureyri does have its local party, 
L-List, but other national parties run 

here, too, even also-rans like Dögun. 
L-List pretty much dominated in 
2010, but 2014 saw them overtaken 
by the Independence Party. However, 
there are seven parties running, 
including the new Centre Party, so we 
could see some surprises this year.
 Egilsstaðir: Now you’re in Progres-
sive Party country. Farmers are the 
traditional base for the Progressives, so 
them having won the most votes in 2014 
is unsurprising. However, Egilsstaðir 
also has a bit of a People’s Front of Judea 
vs. the Judean People’s Front situation 
going on: the two parties that have 
come in second and third behind the 
Progressives, both in 2014 and 2010, 
have been People Interested In Regional 
Matters in Fljótsdalshérað and the 
Organisation of Socialistic People in 
Fljótsdalshérað. Both of these parties 
eclipse the Independence Party but split 
the vote so evenly that the Progres-
sives are all but guaranteed victory.
 Westman Islands: If you were to talk 
about “blue states” in Iceland, you’d be 

referring to a region with solid support 
for the Independence Party. If such 
terminology were used in Iceland, the 
Westman Islands would most defi-
nitely be a blue state. The Independ-
ence Party has crushed the local Island 
List and pretty much any other party 
foolish enough to run against them 
here. While the party is currently 
experiencing an internal shake-up, 
don’t expect any big upsets here, ever.
 Hafnarfjörður: This town is an 
odd bird. Hafnarfjörður is a work-
ing-to-middle class family town and 
has almost always leaned to the left. 
They are one of the strongholds of 
the Social Democrats and have been 
pretty much from the party’s incep-
tion. That started to change in 2010, as 
the Social Democrats barely squeaked 
past the Independence Party, and then 
lost to the Independence Party in 2014. 
This will be the town to watch this 
month, as the Social Democrats may 
be able to snatch victory back again.  

It’s a banner year for municipal elec-
tions in Reykjavík for a variety of 
reasons, not least of which is the sheer 

number of parties running. This elec-
tion year sees a special blend of parties 
currently sitting on City Council in 

Reykjavík, who are outnumbered by 
familiar parties in Parliament, peren-
nial outsiders, and even some parties 
created expressly for the city elec-
tions. Here’s who they are and our own 
brief takes on what they stand for:

S-list: the Social Democrats

Currently leading the city,  and 
strong contenders to do it again. 
The Social Democrats, and parties 
adjacent to them (e.g. the Best Party 
and Bright Future), have long been 
the prefered favourites for running 
Reykjavík. Consider them a safe bet.

D-list: Independence Party

The arch-enemies of the Social Demo-
crats, currently polling strong enough to 
also be contenders for leading the next 
City Council. Critical of Social Demo-
crat policies, their own alternatives 
cater to the city’s wealthy and elderly.

V-list: the Left-Greens

 In the current Reykjavík City Coun-
cil  majority.  Have always been 
outside players with a seat or 
two, playing a supporting role in 
any even vaguely leftist council.

P-list: the Pirate Party

 Also in the current Reykjavík City 
Council majority. Have been polling 
exceptionally well lately, but don’t 
forget the pre-election Pirate surge in 
2016’s Parliament elections, and how 
that turned out.

B-list: the Progressive Party 

Traditionally the party for farmers, 
they have never done well in Reykjavík. 
Managed to get two seats in 2014 due 
to openly Islamophobic campaigning, 
and have effectively cratered since 
then. Virtually extinct in the capital.

C-list: the Reform Party

Newcomers to city politics, they 
already have seats in Parliament, and 
their #2 candidate is a former MP, 
Pawel Bartoszek. Could syphon votes 
away from the Independence Party.

F-list: the People’s Party

Also newcomers to city politics 
with seats in Parliament. A popu-
list party currently struggling to 
poll well enough for a single seat.

M-list: the Centre Party

Again, newcomers to city politics 

with seats in Parliament. The home of 
Progressive Party exiles, best defined 
for their surreal Viking-themed 
campaign ads. Might actually win a seat. 

R-list: the People’s Front  
of Iceland 

Our own Marxist-Leninists, they are 
always in the running for City Coun-
cil and Parliament, and never do well 
enough to win a seat in either. 

J-list: the Socialist Party

Formed last year, this is their first 
campaign. Actively campaigning on 
social media, slowly ekeing their way 
up the polls.

Þ-list: the Freedom Party

Populists who oppose the building of a 
mosque in Reykjavík and want immi-
grants to become Icelandic but are in 
no way xenophobic at all, no sir. Poll-
ing badly.

E-list: the Icelandic  
National Front

A n o t h er  p op u l i s t ,  t o t a l l y -n o t -
racist party from whom the Free-
dom Party split. Also polling badly.

H-list: the Capital City List

An enigma wrapped in a riddle inside 
a mystery. Possibly running just 
for the sake of running, currently 
polling outside of the running.

K-list: the Women’s Movement

All-woman political party, which is not 
unheard of in Icelandic politics. Has 
a platform that naturally focuses on 
women’s rights. 

Y-list: the Men’s Movement

Troll campaign comprised of older 
men irritated with the Women’s 
Movement. Not to be taken seriously.

O-list: Our City – Reykjavík

The self-serving party of Sveinbjörg B. 
Sveinbjörnsdóttir, a former Progressive 
city councilperson largely responsible 
for that party’s Islamophobic campaign 
in 2014, who later left the party for not 
defending her racism strongly enough. 
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Eyþór Arnalds
Background: Born in Reykjavík 
in 1964, Eyþór didn’t always have 
an eye on politics. In his very early 
years, he had an abiding interest in 
the cello, and was one of the found-
ing members of Tappi Tíkarass 
and Todmobile. But his mind later 
turned towards business, getting 
his MBA from the University of 
Reykjavík. 
 Eyþór has been involved in 
numerous business ventures, 
some of them very successful. This 
includes co-founding the tele-
com Íslandssími hf. (later becom-
ing Vodafone) and Becromal in 
Akureyri, and is now the director 
of Strokkur Energy, a renewable 
energy company.

 Politics: Was a deputy Reykja-
vík city councilperson from 1998 
to 2002, later leading the list for 
the Independence Party in Árborg, 
South Iceland, in 2006 and 2010, 
becoming the chair of the town 
council from 2010 to 2014. 
 The platform: Eyþór represents 
the platform of the Independence 
Party in Reykjavík. This means he 
wants the city to build some 2,000 
apartments on average per year, 
including on Örfirisey, the very tip 
of the peninsula in Grandi, west 
Reykjavík - a site the Independence 
Party has long wanted to develop 
on. He seeks to improve the flow 
of traffic in Reykjavík by making 
the buses more timely, supporting 
more sustainable forms of trans-
portation, and reducing “danger-

ous traffic lights” at intersections. 
He wants to improve the wages of 
playschool workers, to reduce air 
pollution in the city, and to have 
the streets cleaned regularly. But 
his most controversial position by 
far has been to promise to eliminate 
real estate taxes on residents over 
the age of 70—a measure that only 
the national government can actu-
ally promise.
 What are his chances? Not too 
shabby, really. The Independence 
Party has long been the second-
strongest force in Reykjavík politics, 
and there’s been talk that the party 
is overdue for a win. However, Eyþór 
is still up against a popular incum-
bent mayor, and the polling shows 
he has his work cut out for him.  
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The best of Icelandic produce 

with a nod to Japan and South 

America. Modern Icelandic 

flavours, share plates and award 

winning cocktails.

Sushi Social
Þingholtsstræti 5 • 101 Reykjavík

Tel. 568 6600 • sushisocial.is

Our kitchen is open
17.00–23.00 sun.–thu.
17.00–24.00 fri.–sat.

SOCIALIZE
WITH THE
LOCALS

ICELANDIC
SEAFOOD
makes world’s best sushi 

Face/Off:  
The  

Narrative 
Revolves 
Around 
These  

Two Men
The current  
mayor and  
the leading  
challenger  

have  
dominated 
headlines

W

Dagur B. Eggertsson

 Background: Born in 1972 and 
raised in the Reykjavík suburbs of 
Árbær, his father was a veterinar-
ian and his mother a biochemist, 
making it perhaps unsurprising 
that Dagur would himself pursue 
a career in medicine. He worked at 
different divisions of Landspítali 
hospital, the Ísafjörður health 
centre and then the Department of 
Microbiology at Landspítali before 
becoming a doctor at the E.R. of that 
very institution. 
 Politics: Dagur was first elected 
to Reykjavík City Council in 2002 
as an independent member of the 
Reykjavík List. He was briefly mayor 
in October 2007 before Ólafur F. 
Magnússon of the Liberal Party 

pulled the rug out from under him. 
Undeterred, he continued to pursue 
a career in city politics, leading the 
Social Democrats when they formed 
a coalition with the Best Party from 
2010 to 2014. That year, he led the 
Social Democrats again and won 
the mayoral title.
 The platform: Dagur represents 
the platform of the Social Demo-
crats in Reykjavík. The sweet-
est plum in their platform is The 
City Line (“Borgarlínan”), a public 
transport system that essentially 
treats buses like light rails: they run 
more often, have their own lanes 
for travelling, and the bus stops 
themselves are better constructed. 
Dagur has emphasised the building 
of thousands of new apartments in 
Reykjavík, some of them already 

under construction. Social Demo-
crats, coming from a quasi-socialist 
tradition, also place a lot of empha-
sis on human rights and gender 
equality, but they also recognise the 
importance of reducing air pollu-
tion. They believe increased public 
transport and encouraging more 
foot and bicycle traffic will help in 
this regard.
 What are his chances? Pretty 
good, actually. Dagur has been a 
popular mayor, he has a very famil-
iar face in city politics, and neither 
he nor his party have been attached 
to any political scandals on the city 
level. However, as 16 parties in all 
being in the running attests, people 
are also looking for a change, so they 
could very well cast their votes in a 
way that reflects that. 

16 parties, including numerous 
immigrants and women, trans 
folks, people of colour and the 
disabled are running for Reykjavík 
City Hall. Yet you could be forgiven 
for not knowing this, given that 
the headlines about the munici-
pal elections in Iceland’s capital 

have revolved around two native-
born Icelandic men: current Mayor 
Dagur B. Eggertsson and the Reyk-
javík Independence Party’s leading 
candidate, Eyþór Laxdal Arnalds.
 The emphasis is understand-
able, if simplifying: the Social 
Democrats and the Indepen-

dence Party have been regularly 
switching places as the leading 
and second-place parties vying 
for control of City Hall, and by 
fairly wide margins over all other 
parties. So maybe we should take 
a better look at these contenders.





G I V E  Y O U R S E L F 
M O R E  T I M E  T O  S H O P

Arrive early at Keflavík Airport and we will greet you with open arms.  
Check in up to 2 ½ hours before your flight so you can have a lovely last  
Icelandic experience. We offer unlimited free Wi-Fi, many charging  
stations and a range of shops and restaurants so you can embrace the  
last drops of Icelandic taste and feel — and of course Tax and Duty Free.
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M O R E  T I M E
F O R  S H O P P I N G

To remember her time in Iceland,  
she brings back home unique  
souvenirs that she bought  
at the airport.

After her time in Iceland, Naomi 
arrives early at the airport so she  
can enjoy her last hours there  
before continuing her journey.

E A R L Y  B I R D 
C A T C H E S



Guy Conan 
Stewart

Nazanin 
Askari

Sabine 
Leskopf

Toshiki Toma

19The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 08 — 2018

1. What are you most hoping to accomplish,  
should you get into Reykjavík City Council? (If  

you are at the 24th seat or below, what are you  
hoping your candidacy will do for your party?)

2. Why do you believe it's important for  
immigrants to take part in municipal elections?

3. What is, in your opinion, the greatest challenge that 
 immigrants in Reykjavík face when it comes to settling  

in the city and trying to make a life for themselves?

Meet The 
Immigrant 

Candidates
Reykjavík’s newest and  

best in the running
Of those we contacted, a great many 
responded. Others were either too 
busy or didn’t feel they were important 
enough for their answers to matter 
(itself a very telling response). Below, 
we list all those who did participate, 
what party they’re running in and for 
what seat, along with their answers. 

Sabine Leskopf, 
Social Democrats, 

5th seat.
1. Two things, really: I want to speak 
with an accent about so many differ-
ent things, not just immigrant issues, 
until people stop noticing, until both 
Icelanders and immigrants, and partic-
ularly their children, have accepted 
that we are part of this society. That 
because we come with different views 
and attitudes, we are an asset, not a 
liability. Secondly, I will fight like hell 

against gender violence and for social 
justice, like I have done ever since I 
joined W.O.M.E.N. in Iceland in 2004.
 2. Well, in Iceland one single vote 
counts so much more than in most of 
our home countries, that's an incen-
tive for one thing. But more than that, 
municipal elections are what really 
matters to us: the schools our children 
go to, having access to affordable hous-
ing and public transport that really 
works for us, even things like garbage 
collection or waste disposal—some-
thing we might not think about as long 
as everything is ok, but if it isn't, we all 
know what a proper pain that is.
 3. I think there is no one-size--fits-
all answer for that. When we have 
newly arrived, it is hard for many just 
to cope, make sure we enjoy basic 
rights, get all necessary information, 
an ok job and a decent place to live in. 
But then, we want more, we want our 
children to thrive at school, we want to 
be listened to, we want to have access 
to all Reykjavík has to offer for those 
who were born and raised here without 
having to give up who we are. That can 
be tough.

René Biasone, Left-
Greens, 5th seat.

1. I hope I can bring a good contribu-
tion to the field of social inclusion and 
vanquish the prejudice towards people 
that are different from us. I believe 
that Icelandic society will greatly 
benefit from a system in which both 
native Icelanders and immigrants have 
the same opportunity to personally 
develop and I will do my best to pursue 
this goal. As a specialist in the protec-
tion of the natural environment (I 
work at Umhverfisstofnun—the Envi-
ronment Agency of Iceland), I would, of 
course, also make my knowledge avail-
able to the City Council, and contribute 
to manage and improve the beautiful 
natural areas that we can find in and 
around the Capital. 
 2. In general, it is always impor-
tant for immigrants to find the sense 
of belonging in a new community by 
participating in social activities such 
as singing in choirs, playing in team 
sports or joining charity societies. I 
believe it is important for the immi-
grants to see that Icelandic society is 
including them in the political arena—
feeling respected not only because of 
being a good and trustworthy work-
force but also as a recognition of the 
cultural and intellectual contribution 
to Icelandic society. And last but not 
least, I feel that my fellow members in 
the Left-Greens find it very important 
to hear my opinion and ask me to share 
my approach to issues in a variety of 
fields, from social inclusion and educa-
tion to the health and environment. 
For the Icelandic people, it is also an 
example that reduces the suspicion or 
mistrust.
 3. Immigrants with children have 
the challenge of settling down in one 
neighborhood for a longer period 

As we’ve emphasised (as a lot of 
people don’t seem to know this), you 

don’t need to be a citizen to vote in 
municipal elections. By the same 

token, you don’t need to be a citizen 
to run, either. While being an immi-

grant does not necessarily mean 
you’re not a citizen, immigrants in 
Iceland of any legal status bring a 
fresh perspective to politics that 

locals simply don’t have. 
 In keeping with this, we contacted 

every single foreign-born candidate 
running for Reykjavík City Council 

this year and asked them the same 
three questions:

Words: 
Paul Fontaine

Photos:  
Hörður 

 Sveinsson
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of time so they can integrate in the 
local society—that is, establish an 

amicable relationship with other 
families, and have more chances 

also to improve the use of the 
Icelandic language, which I 

believe is also very impor-
tant for settling 

down in Iceland. I 
believe that the 
Left-Green Party 

is, more than the 
other political parties, caring about 
these aspects.

Ewelina 
Osmialowska, Left-
Greens, 12th seat.

1. I believe that my experience as an 
immigrant in Iceland gives me an 
insight into what Reykjavík can do 
better to support its non-Icelandic 
inhabitants. I am a well educated 
Polish woman, teacher, and mother of 
two, with knowledge and experience in 
bilingualism. I would like to represent 
families as well as teachers. One of the 
things I would like to accomplish is to 
make it easier for foreign residents to 
learn Icelandic as a second language. 
The city can do much more to help by 
creating a learning platform with all 
available materials gathered together. 
Right now those materials and infor-
mation about current events and 
courses are spread around the inter-
net. 
 2. The municipality handles so much 
of the vital day-to-day services that 
we rely on, including the education of 
our children. Municipal elections are 
also a local test for democracy, and it's 
important for immigrants to partici-
pate democratically. We must make 
our voices heard! Today immigrants 
comprise about 1/7th of all people 

living in Reykja-
vík, and it’s our 
right and duty to 
decide about our 
neighbourhood, 
district or town, 
no matter where 
we’re from. 
 3. The greatest 
challenge that 
not only immi-
grants in Reyk-
javík but also 
Icelanders have 
to face is a lack of 
affordable hous-

ing. Renting or buying an apartment at 
sky-high prices is an issue that needs 
to be fixed. The sooner the better. I 
believe that one of the most effective 
ways to tackle this issue is for the city 
to work with unions, housing co-ops 
and other non-profits to build housing 
for people, not for capital.

Guy Conan 
Stewart, 

Left-Greens, 
27th seat.

1. The Left-Green Movement’s leading 
candidates are people of noble char-
acter and great ability—I’ll back up 
people who combine decency with an 
understanding of the environmental 
needs of our age. On a personal level, 
I’m most interested in expanding the 
appeal of the Left-Greens to those who 
might not have considered it before.
 2. Immigrant or not, citizenship is 
an ennobling thing, and its privileges 
have corresponding duties. A citizen 
ought to bear what burden they can, 
and leave behind a better city than they 
found. 
 3. Just connecting. I’m very fortu-
nate to have married into a warm and 
accepting family. Not everyone has 
someone: someone you can ask about 
a question on a form, or just someone 
to give you a pat on the back when you 
need it.

Toshiki Toma, Left-
Greens, 31st seat.

1. My candidacy, as well as the other 
immigrants on the lists, shows that we 
immigrants in Reykjavík are partici-
pating in “the society of Reykjavík”.
 2. Because city politics (as well as 
that of the state) is the place to discuss 
how we should use our rights as resi-
dents of the municipalities, and also 
it’s the place to gain unobtained rights 
that we should obtain.
 3. In my opinion, it is highly impor-
tant for us immigrants in Reykjavík 
and Iceland that we find out the balance 
between two things; we need to accept 
how Icelanders are living/have been 
living until now on one hand, and on 
the other hand, we need to dedicate 
ourselves to bringing something new 
to their life. Both important, and to 
find a good balance is also the task of 
the city politics.

Elsa Nore, Pirate 
Party, 10th seat.

1. A fundamental goal of the Pirate 
Party is to make information accessible 
to the population and give people possi-
bilities to take part in decision making.
 2. Everyone living in Iceland is part 
of our community and should have a say 
in how the society works. Voting is one 
of many ways to influence what kind 
of city we live in and share between us.
 3. Access to society and information 
about rights and services in English 
or their native language, how and 
where to seek assistance when needed 
and the possibility to have a transla-
tor when dealing with bureaucracy

Alexander Witold 
Bogdanski, 

Independence 
Party, 10th seat.

1. Many issues but priorities: I would 
fight for increasing the number of 
apartments (we aim to build at least 
2,000 each year), more space for chil-
dren at kindergartens (1,629 children 
are on the waiting lists now) more 
teachers at kindergartens and schools, 
more educational assistance for chil-
dren of foreign origin, and a better 
communication system in the city.
 2. It is important that most (if not 
all) immigrants with voting rights 
take part in municipal elections and 
therefore have influence for important 
issues for their residence. 
More Icelanders should vote as well. I 
would be happy to see a higher partici-
pation ratio, not total 62% like 4 years 
ago in Reykjavík—such should be a 
democracy—different cultures, voices 

and people—together we make a 
choice and change! 
 3. The most difficult part of settling 
in Reykjavík is the insufficient number 
of apartments (322 built in the last 4 
years) which is also reflected in higher 
prices of buying or renting. Reykjavík 
needs a change.

Pawel Bartoszek, 
Reform Party, 

2nd seat.
1. I want to make sure that the ideals of 
liberalism are represented in the Reyk-
javík City Council.I want a city that is 
egalitarian, international, service-
oriented and well-run.
 2. They should run to provide their 
vision of how things should be. They 
should vote to choose the vision they 
think will work best.
 3. It varies based on one's back-
ground. For some, just getting their 
kennitala can be a huge hassle, others 
face legal hurdles when starting a busi-
ness. We want all applications to be 
available in English and we would like 
the city to provide checklists and guid-
ance for all new inhabitants.

Nazanin Askari, 
Women’s 

Movement, 
3rd seat.

1. Having had social studies education 
and a strong political background, and 
more importantly being a citizen in 
Icelandic society, I believe I am more 
than ready to play my part in Reykjavík 
City Council today.
 2. We are living in a diverse society 
and foreigners have a lot of concerns, 
including equal rights, everywhere 
inside society; not only on paper. An 
individual can make changes and I'd 
love to be that individual. We need to 
do this together; together we indeed 
have a louder voice to be heard.
 3. In my opinion, lack of respect 
which can come from a lack of knowl-
edge or experience by natives makes it 
a lot more difficult than it should be 
for the immigrants to start their lives 
in Reykjavík. We need to improve our 
society towards an ideal one by making 
diversity the means of power and a 
reason for pride.

Nichole Leigh 
Mosty, Women’s 

Movement, 
24th seat.

1. I am simply in a supporting role in 
my bottom seat for the Women‘s Move-
ment. I support their stand on eradi-
cating violence and in pushing the 
envelope regarding genuine equality. 
I have a lot of respect for their stance 
and was honoured to be asked to take a 
lower seat. Having been dealt the hand 
of rejection from my own party and the 
public in recent elections, I had decided 
not to take part in any elections. I 
decided to advocate for human rights 
issues, especially regarding women of 
foreign origin, from the sidelines and 
serve the public through my current 
job in Breiðholt. You could say that I 
hope in some way through working 
with them and adding my name to 
their cause, we advocate together for 
a society which takes genuine steps to 
eradicate violence, support victims of 
discrimination and violence, and find 
a way to support genuine equality.
 2. It is important for us to be 
there because we are 13% of society 
and in some districts as high as 30%. 
Our voices matter, and we should be 
afforded the same opportunity as every 
other eligible voter and taxpaying citi-
zen. With that said, more importantly, 
that we are truly valued, respected and 
listened to. In many ways, I feel as if I 
were a token immigrant because when 
the party was over I was simply no 
longer relevant. 
 3. Language courses, ability and 
access to upward mobility in the job 
market, and society blanketed with 
underlying fear/ignorance which 
become visible through discrimina-
tion are probably the biggest issues I 
feel we have to overcome. Schools have 
to adapt teaching methods and test-
ing measures to better fit the growing 
amount of children who are multilin-
gual.  I do not believe that Icelanders 
want things to be like they are. I don‘t 
think Icelanders like the idea that 13% 
of the population sometimes feel like 
they are not afforded the same oppor-
tunities or rights. I do not believe in 
any way that people are happy to know 
that in the recent review of wages here 
in Reykjavík, Icelanders receive more 
than double their coworkers of foreign 
origin. 

Anna Maria 
Wojtynska, 

Socialist Party, 
3rd seat.

1. What are you most hoping to 
accomplish, should you get into 

Reykjavík City Council? (If you are 
at the 24th seat or below, what are 

you hoping your candidacy will do 
for your party?)

2. Why do you believe it's  
important for immigrants to take 

part in municipal elections?

3. What is, in your opinion, 
the greatest challenge that 

immigrants in Reykjavík face 
when it comes to settling in 
the city and trying to make 

a life for themselves?

Elsa Nore

Phiangphit
Thiphakdi

Pawel Bartoszek

Ewelina Osmialowska



1.  It is important to me that Reykjavík 
City as a public institution sets up good 
standards for how immigrants are 
employed.
 2. Immigrants compose a growing 
part of Icelandic society. Not all of them 
have Icelandic citizenship to allow 
them to vote in national elections, but 
many have been here long enough to 
take part in elections to City Council. If 
we want to make any changes, we need 
first to communicate our needs. We 
need to take part in the discussion and 
make decisions that concern our situa-
tion in this city.
 3. Clearly, it is the housing market 
but also labour market. There are 
different ways how migrants get to the 
country and different arrangements 
how they are employed. Taking an 
already tight housing market, it might 
be additionally difficult for migrants to 
find a place to stay since they are often 

on low wages. For 
someone who 
is just coming 
to Iceland, it is 
difficult to have 
money to pay for 
example for three 
months ahead 
as is commonly 
required. Thus, it 
makes them rely-
ing on the hous-
ing provided by 
the companies 
which are not 
always fair or 
best. 

Kurt Alan Van 
Meter, Socialist 

Party, 26th seat.
1. I hope that my candidacy will give the 
Socialist Party the benefit of my experi-
ence as a foreigner living and working 
for many years in Iceland. I also hope 
that my views and the ability to address 
my concerns head-on as a straight-
talker will be useful to the party. 
 2. I think it is very important for 
foreigners to take part in politics wher-
ever they are able, as they often tend to 
be underrepresented and face a lot of 
backlash in society. We need to stand 
up against that backlash and take part 
in running our new country of choice. 
Another party (Independence Party) 
just recently actively tried to silence 
the foreigner vote in this election by 
telling some foreigners they may not 
vote when they may, which is all the 
more reason for foreigners to use their 
actual rights in order to get involved 
and vote out parties that actively work 
against us. 
 3. I would say that currently, the 
biggest challenge is the cost of living, 
particularly in the last few years with 
conglomerates buying up much of the 
housing and using it for AirBnB or 
simple price-gouging. Aside from that, 
I think that access to information and 
assistance in learning the language 
and adjusting to life is lacking here 
as Iceland is still adapting to having 
foreign residents in any number.

Phiangphit 
Thiphakdi, Capital 

City List, 16th seat.
1. I hope I can improve city services, 
and to see Reykjavík clean like it was in 
the past, and ranked the most livable 
city in the world.
 2. To get a wide variety of opinions.
 3. First the language and high cost 
of living. 

21The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 08 — 2018

Municipal elections are a great 
opportunity for immigrants to 
participate more in the democratic 
process. You don’t need to be a citi-
zen to vote, and you, therefore, don’t 
need to be a citizen to run. While a 
great many of the most important 
legislation pertaining to immigrant 
rights are handled on the national 
level, a lot of the city-level issues that 
hit Icelanders hard hit immigrants 
even harder.
 Take, for example, housing. This 
is a huge subject in Reykjavík right 
now, as many Icelanders are feel-
ing the pinch in a lack of affordable 
places to live. This applies to every-
one. However, immigrants are a lot 
more likely to rent, rather than buy, 
a property, and the rental market 
right now is prohibitively expensive. 
We must also remember that refu-
gees and asylum seekers also receive 
a great many services from their 
municipalities, and there is a dire 
need for great improvement in this 
area.
 Clearly, things need to change. 
This is why it’s encouraging to see so 
many immigrants running for Reyk-
javík City Council. Even if the parties 
to which they belong put little 
emphasis on immigrant-specific 
issues, our having representation 
can make all the difference.

Community parties
All that being said, there isn’t much 
else that’s really different about this 
municipal election season in Reyk-
javík from years past. Once again, 
it’s basically down to the Social 
Democrats versus the Independence 
Party; the same binary conflict that 
Reykjavík has had to contend with 
for decades now. There’s a lot of new 
parties running, but either way, it 
looks like we’re headed for a coun-
cil led by one of these two parties. 
Again.
 Out in the countryside, things 
are much different. And much more 
interesting.
 It’s a little-known fact to most 
new arrivals that in Iceland’s rural, 
sparsely-populated areas, individual 
candidacies are very common. This 
means instead of voting for political 
parties, people in these regions vote 
for individuals and their individual 
platforms. In any modern city in the 
world, this would be a radical form 
of direct democracy. In the Icelandic 
countryside, it’s business as usual.
 When parties do run in rural 
communities, it is quite common 
for these parties to be specific to 
the community. Parties such as 
Ísafjörður List, Akureyri List, and 
others have platforms that pertain 
more to issues that their specific 

community is facing rather than 
some overarching ideology. It’s 
refreshingly unhinged from both left 
and right.

Wild, Wild Country
This system, however, can be taken 
advantage of. The most recent and 
fascinating example is happening 
right now in Árneshreppur, a region 
on the north coast of the Westfjords 
that was home to 53 people. But then, 
over the course of a 10-day period, 18 
more people suddenly changed their 
legal residence to Árneshreppur. 
Why? Likely because of a planned 
power plant at Hvalá river—most 
locals support it, most environmen-
talists oppose it.
 Moving the legal address of a 
mass of people into a remote area 
in the hopes of tipping votes in 
favour of a particular issue definitely 
evokes shades of ‘Wild, Wild Coun-
try’, the Netflix documentary about 
the Rajneeshpuram community in 
rural Oregon. Things in Árneshrep-
pur will likely play out less tragically. 
National authorities are investigat-
ing.
 The Árneshreppur controversy 
is certainly grabbing headlines in 
Iceland, but Icelanders have also 
very astutely pointed out that former 
Prime Minister Sigmundur Davíð 
Gunnlaugsson, amongst numerous 
other parliamentarians, have also 
moved their legal addresses to rural 
districts while spending most, if 
not all, their time in Reykjavík. This 
has led many to the understandable 
conclusion that, once again, things 
that common people do that author-
ities crack down on can be done by 
the rich and powerful with impunity.

Safe, predictable 
Reykjavík

Here in Reykjavík, things are a lot 
more boring. It’s interesting that, 
contrary to most other western 
countries, things are considerably 
predictable in the urban area while 
dynamic in the rural areas. 
 This isn’t to say we don’t get our 
share of controversy in Reykjavík. 
Some politicians on the city level 
have used xenophobia as a ploy for 
votes, and even Reykjavík City Coun-
cil didn’t come out unscathed from 
the Panama Papers scandal. 
 For the most part, though, things 
are fairly predictable and unevent-
ful in Reykjavík politics. As a Balti-
more native, I take this as a blessing. 
There’s plenty that needs changing 
and improving, but at least, for now, 
we remain a relatively sleepy seaside 
town in the North Atlantic. And 
that’s just fine. 

Municipal 
Elections 2018: 

Reykjavík
 Is Boring

 
And I mean that in the nicest way

Words: Paul Fontaine    
 

Kurt Alan Van Meter

René Biasone

Anna Maria Wojtynska

Nichole Leigh Mosty



G I V E  Y O U R S E L F 
M O R E  T I M E  T O  S H O P

Arrive early at Keflavík Airport and we will greet you with open arms.  
Check in up to 2 ½ hours before your flight so you can have a lovely last  
Icelandic experience. We offer unlimited free Wi-Fi, many charging  
stations and a range of shops and restaurants so you can embrace the  
last drops of Icelandic taste and feel — and of course Tax and Duty Free.

W W W . K E F A I R P O R T . I S
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M O R E  T I M E
F O R  S H O P P I N G

To remember her time in Iceland,  
she brings back home unique  
souvenirs that she bought  
at the airport.

After her time in Iceland, Naomi 
arrives early at the airport so she  
can enjoy her last hours there  
before continuing her journey.

E A R L Y  B I R D 
C A T C H E S



Flip The Switch 
Raflost electronic arts festival comes online

Do you know what animated notations 
are? Have you ever been to an algorave? 
No? Well, then listen 
up, because the Raflost 
Festival, held from May 
23rd-27th, will soon be 
putting them on the map 
when they bring the latest 
electronic and media arts to downtown 
Reykjavík.
 But wait—what exactly is “media 
arts,” anyway? “What we mean with that 
term are artforms that use electricity, 
electronics and interactivity as their 
basic material,” says one of the festival’s 
organisers, Jesper Pedersen. “We’re fo-

cusing on the more experimental side of 
things. That includes electronic music, 

interactive installations, 
interactive videos, and 
interactive dance.”

Originality and 
innovation

The festival has been held annually 
since 2007, with the goal to reinvent 
itself with every edition. “We try to have 
some new things every year, so that we 
don't repeat ourselves,” states Jesper. 
“Of course, there's always an overlap, 
because we’re dealing with a relatively 

small field, at least in Iceland. We're 
trying to groom those grassroots.” 
 This year’s edition will start off with 
the screening of “The Goodiepal Equa-
tion,” about a Danish/Faroese multi-
media artist on Wednesday, May 23. Of 
course, there’ll also be music—with 
animated notations. “They’re basically 
video scores that we play, so we look at a 
video screen and we play what's on the 
screen,” Jesper explains.

Initiation and education
On Saturday, 26th May, Iceland will be 
able to witness its first algorave. “An 
algorave is people making music in real 
time by coding computers,” says Jesper. 
“They show the computer code on a pro-
jector and then it becomes dance music, 
or rave music—whatever you want to 
call it. It's a very open form, and it's very 
big in England. We're gonna have some 
artists over for this.”
 Connected to the festival, a workshop 
about electronic art will be held at the 
Iceland Academy of the Arts, where both 
local and international students will 
create together. “We put them in groups 
where they get to work with students 
from other fields,” Jesper explains. “We 
make them create a dialogue. A lot of 
interesting things happen from there. 
Of course, we also guide them with the 
technology.”

Lambs to the S.L.Á.T.U.R.
Along with Jesper, the festival is or-
ganised by electronic musicians Áki 
Ásgeirsson and Ríkharður Friðriks-
son. Both Jesper and Áki are part of 
the famously experimental composer 
collective S.L.Á.T.U.R., which will also 
perform at the festival. So you can ex-
pect all sorts of electronic-nerdiness 
and experimental mindblowing.   

Words: 
Phil Uwe 
 Widiger 
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CULTURE NEWS

ELECTRIC 
DREAMS

Find today's events  
in Iceland! 

Download our free 
listings app - APPENING 

on the Apple and 
Android stores

Badass Women on Wheels
Roller Derby:   
Ragnarök vs. Oslo Tiger City Beasts

May 26 - 14:30  
Íþróttamiðstöð Álftaness - 1,000 ISK

Iceland has everything-- even roller 
derby. Ragnarök, Iceland’s very own 
women’s roller derby team, will 
battle against the Oslo Tiger City 
Beasts in a bout to remember. 
These gals have come a long way 
since their inception in 2011, having 
finally secured their gear, and a 
place to practice, they’re ready to 
fight their way to the top. Come 
ready to witness Iceland’s first and 
only roller derby team. JW 

Give Me Lotta Semen 
House Of Strike: Your Place Or Mine?

May 18 - 21:00 - Húrra - 2,000 ISK

The grungy drag monarchs of 
Iceland, the House Of Strike, take 
over Húrra for a night of orgasmic 
filth. Headed by the OG Icelandic 
drag matriarch Pixy Strike, this 
supergroup pins together the 
weirdest and most ratchet acts in 
town. From butch mess Jackie 
Moon to arm flailing disaster Lotta 
Semen to goth fucktwink Hans, it’ll 
be a show to not remember. If that’s 
not enough, cult pop icon Haffi Haff 
has specifically flown in for the 
party. Wiggle wiggle. PW

Gamers Unite
Isle of Games 001

May 19 - 13:00 - IÐNÓ - Free!

For one day only, IÐNÓ welcomes 
you to the debut of Isle of Games, 
an event showcasing custom game 
installations from Iceland and 
beyond. You’ll not only experience 
the aesthetic and cultural novelties 
of the Icelandic gaming scene, but 
you’ll also get to watch a unique 
dance improvisation performance 
combined with a live gaming 
backdrop. Come ready to try out 
first hand the funkiest and weirdest 
video games that Iceland has to 
offer. Pew pew! JW

One man and his machine

Electric Dreams 
explores the 

realm of Icelandic 
electronic 

music—
something for 

your mind, body 
and soul. 

Alexander Jean 
de Fontenay is an 

Icelandic music 
enthusiast, DJ and 
student of culture

The Dark Prince  
Rises

Dark Prince Fendi blends pop ideology with rap 

“I’m in this shit for me alone. Every-
body’s trying to copy me but I’m flex-
ing on them.” So begins Dark Prince 
Fendi’s seven-month-old Soundcloud 
track “Gang Shit.” The artist is well 
aware that he has a lot to offer, and is 
proud to show it off. Over vigorous, 
rolling beats he raps about under-
achieving, and cowardly posers that 
are not worthy of attention, declar-
ing: “I have what it takes.”
 Jón Múli is the 21-year-old produc-

er behind Dark Prince Fendi. He has 
made music under a range of influ-
ences like techno, house, and rap. “I 
just really like performing and mak-
ing music that’s entertaining and 
you can dance to,” he told me. This 
past year, Jón Múli has been perform-
ing live at bars and DIY concert ven-
ues in Reykjavík with Geisha Gartel, 
a rap group formed by him and his 
friends who make music. “Being a 
solo artist is different as I have to be a 

“We're trying 
to groom the 
grassroots.”

Info: 
Listen to “Gang 

Shit” and follow 
Dark Prince 

Fendi’s music at 
soundcloud.com/

princefinite

Info: 
 Raflost festival, 

May 23rd-27th in 
various  Reykjavík 

venues. Check out 
raflost.is

songwriter, producer, engineer and 
performer all at once.” 
 Of Dark Prince Fendi, Jón Múli 
says: “The lyrics deal more with hu-
man emotion rather than the con-
spicuous consumption and narcis-
sism found in Geisha Cartel’s songs, 
and my past solo releases.” Here his 
focus is on conveying his energy and 
joy to an audience through music 
in the style of contemporary rap 
blended with themes found in pop 
music. “I like sticking to the basics,” 
he says, “so the message isn't lost in 
some avant-garde attempt.”
 So if you’re interested in a con-
fident, critical and alternative ap-
proach to rap which, interestingly, 
promises that it’s not, stay tuned: 
Dark Prince Fendi’s debut album is 
in the works.  



sjavargillid.is

SKÓLAVÖRÐUSTÍG 14  |  101 REYKJAVÍK  |  +354 571 1100  |  SJAVARGRILLID.IS  

“It bores me so much to talk about the 
Icelandic sound,” says Örvar Smára-
son, his eyes flashing. “I have an in-
sane dislike of the word “krútt.” He 
pauses, breaking into a joking-not-
joking smile. “I don’t wanna see that 
word anywhere in the interview.”
 Despite his strong opinions on the 
subject, Örvar could be seen as one of 
the architects of the sound that put 
Iceland’s music scene on the map in 

the early years of the new millennium. 
He was a founding member of múm, 
whose lyrical, whispery electronica 
would become synonymous with the 
Reykjavík music scene. 
 Since then he has been a constant 
and prolific presence, including stints 
in FM Belfast, Slowblow, Singapore 
Sling, Benni Hemm Hemm and, more 
recently, a three-way collaboration 
with Sóley and Sin Fang. But, over the 

years, he has rarely taken centre stage, 
until now.

Self-inflicted crisis
Örvar’s debut solo album, and the first 
to bear just his name and face on the 
cover, is called “Light Is Liquid.” It was 
a long time in gestation—in order to 
kick the process into gear, he booked 
a solo show at Sónar Reykjavík in 

2017, forcing himself to make speedy 
decisions and arrange the new mate-
rial. “It was a self-inflicted crisis,” he 
laughs. “I decided to do that show to 
make things happen, and good things 
came out of it. It helped me finish the 
album.”
 The result is a slick and easy-going 
record, with strong melodies, textural 
electronic flourishes, and a lighter-
than-Air feel. It’s also characterised by 
heavily Vocodered voices. “When I was 
writing the album I made these com-
puter voices as placeholders because I 
didn’t want to listen to my own voice,” 
says Örvar. “It wears you down to lis-
ten to your own voice—it becomes a 
voice in your head. So I made this com-
puter voice to write melodies and lyr-
ics without having to listen to myself.”
 The voices ended up staying, and 
even taking on a life of their own. 
“They became weird characters,” says 
Örvar. “I feel like they’re two women… 
I don’t know who, or where they came 
from, and I don’t think I’ll do another 
album with them. But they were good 
for this.”

Black lightning
Örvar has been making music for al-
most as long as he can remember. He 
started out on his parents’ computer, 
then bought a guitar when he was 13. “I 
had a paper round and saved up for it,” 
he says. “I was into hair metal, so the 
guitar was white with black lightning 
on it. Then I got a computer with my 
confirmation money, and made music 
with that.” 
 It was in college that he was “shang-
haied” into his first band, Andhéri. “I 
hadn’t thought of being a musician,” 
he recalls, “but the guys were starting 
a band, and they wanted a frontman 
who was loud and attention-seeking.” 
He smiles. “Maybe they got the wrong 
person.”
 The bass player of Andhéri was 
Gunni Örn Tynes. “In the middle of re-
cording the second album, we started 
this electronic side-project,” says Ör-
var. “And then, that blew up.”

Finally we are someone
That project became múm, whose first 
album was ‘Yesterday Was Dramatic - 
Today Is OK.’ It was released on TMT, a 
sub-label of Icelandic electronica and 
techno label Thule Records, before be-
ing picked up in the UK and receiving 
a 5/5 review in The Guardian, who said 
it was “unique, passionate and gorged 
with special talent.” 
 The album still stands up today. It’s 
a subtle collection of lush, crystalline 
electronica that sounds “like fresh 
air,” I posit. “There wasn’t much fresh 
air involved,” laughs Örvar. “We cre-
ated those electronics and that sound 
in Gunni’s parents’ basement. It was 
really cooped up, with closed win-

Words: 
John Rogers  
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Timothée  
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Culture

Limelight  
Is Liquid  

Örvar Smárson steps gently  
centre stage

 

 

‘Light Is Liquid’ 
comes out on May 

18th. See Örvar 
perform at Iðnó - 

solo, and then as a 
trio with Sin Fang 

and sóley - on 
June 1st
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dows and no air at all. We spent 
a year down there trying out dif-
ferent things, and somehow came 
up with this sound. I think it still 
sounds fresh, like a fresh salad is 
fresh. It’s crispy.”

Do it yourself
Örvar is reluctant to admit that 
múm’s early output was influen-
tial musically. “I don’t really care 
about the sound of the aesthetic—
we made these albums, and they 
are there,” he says. “But like a lot of 
bands before us in Iceland, we had 
a do it yourself attitude. Maybe 
that part of it, we can be proud of.”
 Múm are still active today, on 

a project-by-project basis. Since 
their last album, ‘Smilewound,’ 
they’ve created the film score for 
the acclaimed 
Icelandic f i lm 
‘Svanurinn,’ and 
the ‘Menschen 
am Sonntag’ EP, 
which evolved 
from an impro-
vised score over 
a si lent f i l m. 
“Doing projects 
like that suits the mind space 
we’re in now more so than doing 
albums and promo tours,” says 

Örvar. “I personally get more out 
of these kinds of projects.”

Team Dreams
‘Light is Liquid’ was made dur-
ing an “avalanche of things” that 
included the múm projects, and 
working on the 
‘Team Dreams’ 
LP with Sin Fang 
and sóley. The 
three toured the 
a lbu m a rou nd 
Europe recently, 
with four dates 
in China coming 
up soon. Their 
show opens each 

night with three conjoined twen-
ty-minute solo sets—an organic 
and low-pressure way to take the 

solo project on the 
road. “I don’t think 
I would do a head-
line tour for this 
record,” says Ör-
var. “It would feel 
like starting over 
again.”
 The album still 
has a marked col-

laborative element, with vocal con-
tributions from Sillus, JFDR and 
sóley. “This ‘solo project’ thing is 

weird because every music proj-
ect you do has a different level of 
collaboration,” Örvar explains. “I 
worked on it with a lot of friends. 
It’s not a statement album—it’s 
the things that were running 
around in my head at that point, 
and found that way out, instead of 

something else.”
 Ör var is sti l l 
getting to know 
his solo album—
a process that, for 
him, usually takes 
years.
“I  st i l l  haven’t 
been able to assess 
what this album 
is, but I’m very 

happy with it,” he finishes. “I’m 
just watching the dust settle after 
this crazy year and seeing where 
all these songs from last year are 
landing. With the múm albums, 
it’s always three or four years later 
that I find the meaning of the lyr-
ics. On this album, there’s a lot of 
references to physics—a subject I 
really don’t know anything about. 
I’m really looking forward to five 
years from now, when the lyrics 
make sense to me.”.  

“I think it still 
sounds fresh, 

like a fresh  
salad is fresh. 

It’s crispy.”

“I’m really look-
ing forward to 
five years from 
now, when the 

lyrics make 
sense to me.”

A founding member of múm, this is Örvar's first solo record 
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Best  
Cocktails 

Hverfisgata 12
Hverfisgata 12

As well as serving up damn 
fine pizzas, the bartenders at 
H12 stir and shake up fabulous 
concoctions that delight and 
inebriate the senses. With its 
charming yesteryear environ-
ment and truly lovely waiting 
staff, it’s the perfect place to 
raise a pinky and joyfully tilt 
your head back with a great 
cocktail, mixed to perfection. 
They offer standard classics 
and innovative takes on old fa-
vourites using items from their 
food menu, like the pizza-juice 
bloody mary—a spicy, vitamin 
C-rich hangover cure that’s per-
haps the best in town.

Pablo Discobar
Veltusund 1

Still a relative newcomer in 
the local bar scene, Pablo has 
quickly established itself as a 
place with great cocktails for 
the dress-code loving crowd. 
The drinks and the décor are 
maximalist, lavish, and tropi-
cal, and the extra little tacky 
patina gives it a certain Scar-
face Miami Beach charm.

Mat Bar
Hverfisgata 26

This fancy drinking hole is con-
nected to the Hilton Canopy ho-
tel complex and has an unusual 
wine list focussing on cold-cli-
mate wines. There’s a long bar 
with plenty of space, and it has 
a swanky kind of feeling, so sip 
your drink and people-watch 
whilst role-playing some kind 
of 'American Psycho' lifestyle. 
If you want. You weirdo.

CITY GUIDE

The Breakfast Club
Reykjavík’s best spots for an early 

morning snack or a decadent brunch
Words: Phil Uwe Widiger, John Rogers & Hannah Jane Cohen      

Photos: Art Bicnick

It’s 7am on a Saturday morning. 
You’re up early, or maybe you’ve 
just arrived in Reykjavík, and you’re 
walking down Laugavegur amidst 
the detritus of last night, complete 
with a few post-party zombies that 
haven’t gone to bed yet. But you 
don’t care about all that—you’re 
hungry. Very hungry. Everything 
looks closed, but don’t worry—we 
at the Grapevine have your back. 
Here’s a list that’ll guarantee your 
survival until lunch.

 

Early openers

One of the biggest Icelandic cof-
feehouse chains Kaffitár opens 
on Bankastræti at 7am every day, 
and will treat you to bacon and egg 
sandwiches, hummus and cream 
cheese toasts, and sweet satisfiers 
like croissants and cinnamon buns. 
Oh, and they have great coffee, too. 
If you’ve just arrived in Iceland, 
and had your pre-flight coffee at a 
Starbucks, maybe you wanna try 
something else. Go to Bergsson at 
Templarasund—they open at 7am 
and serve a wholesome breakfast 
of salad, fruit, eggs and bread un-
til 11am. If you’re after something 
more substantial like a classic Eng-
lish fry-up or US-style bacon and 
pancakes, try the cosy basement 
joint Grái Kötturinn on Hverfisga-
ta, open from 7.30am—2pm daily.. 

All-day breakfast
Whether you’re carbo-loading be-
fore a marathon or carbo-loading 
after partying, Prikið’s breakfast 
kills it. With big portions and a 
homely vibe, you can get every-
thing from pancakes to an English 
breakfast at this local hotspot. Our 
pick? The ‘Breakfast of Champions,’ 
with eggs, bacon, oranges, skyr and 
camembert, or the ‘Hangover Killer,’ 
which includes a massive sandwich 
and a hangover shake that contains 
both coffee and Jack Daniels.

 

Fancy brunch
Reykjavík has a few brunch places 
that are guaranteed to make you 
go “yummy yummy in my tummy.” 
Café Paris on Austurstræti is top 
of the list, with its near-perfect 
eggs Florentine, top-notch fried 
chicken with waffles, and a hulk-
ing stack of pancakes with maple 
syrup. Yep, we know, you’re drool-
ing now. Hverfisgata 12 is also a 
good option, serving a brunch menu 
all week that includes eggs how you 
want them, Korean chicken, savoury 
porridge and breakfast pizzas. For 
a continental-style cooked break-
fast, try Snaps on Þórsgata, which 
serves omelettes, eggs benedict, and 
croque-monsieur (pssst, they serve 
a great bloody mary, too).

 
Vegan option

It’s a new day—why not start it 
cruelty-free? Kaffi Vínyl on Hver-
fisgata serves hands down the best 
vegan breakfast in town. Whether 
you’re craving melt in your mouth 
croissants, toast with avocado and 
cashew cream cheese, or sweet 
cupcakes that make your taste buds 
tingle: they’ve got you covered. Ví-
nyl opens at 10am on weekdays, and 
11am on weekends.

 

Newcomer
Egill Jacobsen is located on Austur-
stræti, in the spot that the late and 
lamented Laundromat Café used 
to be. They opened very recently, 
not that you’d be able to tell from 
the great food—they serve break-
fast and brunch from 8am-4pm ev-
ery day, including a customisable 
(choose four ingredients) breakfast, 
fresh juices, a breakfast burrito, a 
breakfast for champions, oatmeals, 
yoghurt, pancakes…you catch our 
drift. 
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How do you like your eggs?

ramen
momo

“ The 
Icelandic
ramen ”

Tryggvagata 16

Open 11:30-22:00

saegreif inn. is

Geirsgata 8  •  101 Reykjavík  •  Tel. 553 1500  •  seabaron8@gmail.com

An absolute 
   must-try!

Saegreifinn restaurant (Sea Baron) is like none other 
in Iceland; a world famous lobster soup and a diverse 
fish selection.



Deff Starr

Neville J. Ingley is better known as 
Deff Starr, one of the most prolific 
queens of Reykjavík’s thriving drag 
scene. Here’s how he’d spend a 
perfect day in Reykjavík.

For breakfast

I usually start my morning with a 
cigarette and sitting on the porch 
in my underwear and fur generally 
confusing the tourists who expect to 
see a view of Mount Esja. Shortly after 
its time for a 30-minute lip sync battle 
vs the cat...she sashays away. There's 
nothing like a morning dance-off to 
get you set for the rest of the day. For 
breakfast, I take a big bowl of oatmeal 
at KEX hostel with some dried fruits 
and skyr.

In the mid-morning

I try to get to the gym as early as 
my body can. Head to World Class 
and start off with some squats and 
then some upper body, I'm pretty 
much there every day I think it's the 
most basic thing I do, the rest of my 
life involves creativity so it's nice to 
break away and do something very 

mechanical. I find it gets my blood 
pumping and gives me more energy 
for the remainder of the day. I'll grab 
a yummy protein muffin on the way 
out because calories build booty.

For lunch

I usually cook all my meals but if I’m 
out and about I love to grab a post-
workout calorific meal. I find the burg-
ers at Prikið perfect, or if I need some-
thing healthier, Gló is another option. 
I´ll more than often take two lunches 
because I can never eat enough so I 
might have prepared myself some-
thing for later that afternoon. 

In the afternoon

If I'm not in a show that evening I'll 
probably spend my afternoon thrift 
shopping and scout the town for 
materials for my next drag looks. 
I find the chandeliers at the Good 
Shepherd work well as headpieces 
not to mention the great selection of 
second-hand jewellery, I simply adore 
rummaging through the Red Cross 
to find some gems. Apart from this, I 
might spend the afternoon preparing 
for shows, creating looks and creating 
drag mixes.

For dinner

For dinner I usually cook, my go-to is 
Asian or Mexican food. I’m a spice ad-
dict and it’s relatively healthy and easy 
to make. If I’m going out I might head 
to Noodle Station and get a big bowl of 
soup with extra noodles or head to the 
nearby Thai. I sometimes head toward 
KEX again for one of their fish dishes.

The Heat of the night

If I'm performing that night, I'll prob-
ably have started getting into drag by 
now. A good three hours is perfect—I’ll 
wack on some pussy popping vogue 
mixes while I beat my face for the 
gods. If I’m not performing, I might join 
my good Judies (best friends) in Bravo 
to spill the T(talk shit) over a nice glass 
of red—the atmosphere there is super 
cosy—or head to Gaukurinn and Kiki 
where we perform and support my 
fellow artists. If I'm feeling peckish on 
the way home, I might grab a falafel 
from everyone's favorite after-hours 
place, Mandi.  

Perfect Day
A face of the downtown scene tells us how to spend a perfect day in Reykjavík

Reykjavík Map

Vital Info

Best Of ReykjavíkPlaces We Like

May 18th - May 31st

In Your  
Pocket

Venues
The numbers on the right (i.e. E4) tell you 
position on the map on the next page 
Austur
Austurstræti 7 D3

American Bar
Austurstræti 8 D3

Andrými
Bergþórugata 20 G6

B5
Bankastræti 5 E4

Bar Ananas
Klappastígur 28 E5

Bíó Paradís 
Hverfisgata 54 E5 

Bjarni Fel 
Austurstræti 20 E4

Bravó
Laugavegur 22 E5

Boston
Laugavegur 28b E5  

Dillon
Laugavegur 30 E5

Dubliner 
Naustin 1-3 D3 

English Pub
Austurstræti 12 D3

Gaukurinn 
Tryggvagata 22 D3

Hard Rock Café
Lækjargata 2a D3

Hressó
Austurstræti 20 D3

Húrra 
Naustin  D3

Iðnó
Vonarstræti 3 E3

Kex Hostel
Skúlagata 28 E7

Kaffibarinn
Bergstaðastræti 1 E4

Kaffi Vínyl
Hverfisgatur 76 E6

Kiki Queer Bar
Laugavegur 22 E5

Loft 
Bankastræti 7 E4

Mengi
Óðinsgata 2  F5

Nordic House
Sturlagata 5  H2

Paloma
Naustin  D3 

Prikið
Bankastræti 12 E4

R6013
Ingólfsstræti 20 E4

Reykjavík Roasters
Kárastígur 1 F5

Stofan Café
Vesturgata 3 D3

Ölsmiðjan 
Lækjargata 10 E3

Tivoli bar 
Hafnarstræti 4  D3

Tjarnarbíó 
Tjarnargata 12  E3

Museums & Galleries 
ART67
Laugavegur 67   F7
Open daily 9-21

ASÍ Art Gallery
Freyjugata 41   G6
Open Tue-Sun 13-17

Aurora Reykjavík
Grandagarður 2   B1
Open 09-21

Ásgrimur Jónsson 
Museum
Bergstaðastr. 74  G4
July 8-Sep 1, Mon-Fri

Berg Contemporary
Klapparstígur 16 E5
Tu-F 11-17, Sat 13-17

The Culture House
Hverfisgata 15  E5 
Open daily 10–17 

The Einar Jónsson  
Museum
Eiriksgata   G5
Open Tue–Sun 10–17

Ekkisens
Bergstaðast. 25b  F4

Gallerí List
Skipholt 50A    H10
M-F 11-18, Sat 11-16 

Hafnarborg
Strandgata 34, 220 
Open Wed-Mon 12-17

Hitt Húsið
Pósthússtræti 3-5  D4

Hverfisgallerí 
Hverfisgata 4 D4
Tu-Fri 13-17, Sat 14-17

i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16   D3
Tu-Fri 11-18, Sat 
13-17 

The Penis Museum
Laugavegur 116   F8
Open daily 10-18

Kirsuberjatréð
Vesturgata 4   D3
M-F 10-18, Sat-Sun 
10-17

Kling & Bang
Grandagarður 20  A4
W-Sun 14-18, Th 12-21

Listastofan
Hringbraut 119  
Open Wed-Sat 13-17

Living Art Museum
Granadarður 20 A4
T-Sun 12-18, Th 12-21

Mokka Kaffi
Skólavörðustíg. 3A  E5
Open daily 9-18:30

Museum Of Design 
and Applied Art
Garðatorg 1 
Open Tu-Sun 12-17

The National  
Gallery of Iceland
Fríkirkjuvegur 7   F3
Open daily 10–17

The National Museum
Suðurgata 41  G2 
Open daily 10–17 

The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5   H2
Thu-Tu 11-17, W 11-20

Hafnarhús 
Tryggvagata 17   D3
Open 10-17, Thu 10-22

Kjarvalsstaðir
Flókagata 24   H8
Open daily 10-17

Ásmundarsafn
Sigtún
Open daily 10-17

Reykjavík City Library
Tryggvagata 15   D3
Mon-Thu 10-19, Fri  
11-18, Sat-Sun 13-17

Árbæjarsafn
Kistuhylur 4 
Open daily 13-17

The Settlement 
Exhibition
Aðalstræti 16   D3
Open daily 9-18

Reykjavík Museum  
of Photography
Tryggvagata 15   D3
Mon-Thu 10-18, Fri  
11-18, Sat-Sun 13-18 

Saga Museum
Grandagarður 2   B2
Open daily 10-18

Sigurjón Ólafsson 
Museum
Laugarnestangi 70
Open Tu-Sun 14-17

SÍM
Hafnarstræti 16 D3
Open Mon-Fri 10-16

Tveir Hrafnar 
Baldursgata 12   G4
Open Fri-Sat 13-16

Wind & Weather 
Window Gallery
Hverfisgata 37 E5

Venue Finder

Useful Numbers
Emergency: 112 
On-call doctors: 1770 
Dental emergency: 575 0505 
Taxi: Hreyfill: 588 5522 - BSR: 561 0000

Post Offices 
The downtown post office is at 
Pósthússtræti 3–5, open Mon–Fri 
09:00–18:00. 

Pharmacies
Lyf og heilsa, Egilsgata 3, tel: 563 1020 
Lyfja, Laugavegur 16, tel: 552 4045  
and Lágmúli 5, tel: 533 2300

Opening Hours - Bars & Clubs
Bars can stay open until 01:00 on week-
days and 04:30 on weekends.

Opening Hours - Shops & Banks
Most shops: Mon–Fri 10–18, Sat 10–16, 
Sun closed. Banks: Mon-Fri 09-16

Swimming Pools 
Sundhöllin, the downtown pool at 
Barónsstígur, is an indoor swimming 
pool with hot tubs and a diving board. 
More pools: gpv.is/swim 
Open: Mon-Thu from 06:30–22. Fri from 
06:30–20. Sat from 08–16. Sun from 10–18. 

Public Toilets
Public toilets in the centre can be found inside the 
green-poster covered towers located at Hlemmur, 
Ingólfstortorg, by Hallgrímskirkja, by Reykjavík 
Art Museum, Lækjargata and by Eymundsson on 
Skólavörðustígur. Toilets can also be found inside the 
Reykjavík City Hall and the Reykjavík Library.

Public Transport
Most buses run every 20–30 min 
Fare: 460 ISK adults, 220 ISK children. 
Buses run from 07–24:00, and 10–04:30 
on weekends. More info at: www.bus.is. 

t

gpv.is/perf
For more perfect days

Words: Neville J. Ingley with John Rogers
Photo: Tony Sandoval

“I’ll wack on 
some pussy 

popping vogue 
mixes while I 

beat my face for 
the gods.”

Get Product:

shop.grapevine.is
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Dining
1. Messinn
Lækjargata 6b 

Messinn may be modelled on the 
well-known Westfjords restaurant 
Tjöruhúsið, but it’s fast becoming a 
Reykjavík restaurant of choice. What 
keeps us coming back is how the 
food keeps getting better every time 
we dine there. Our favourites include 
their savoury plokkfiskur, velvety 
graflax, and a perfectly seared trout 
with honey and almonds.

2. Kumiko
Grandagarður 101

Reykjavík’s first Japanese-focussed 
tea house is a colourful Harajuku-
style café offering fine Japanese 
and Chinese teas, delicious cakes 
and desserts, and a killer brunch 
menu. The brunch presentation is an 
event in itself, with three layers of 
fruit, breads, dips, savouries, scones 
and cakes arriving on a three-tiered 
serving tray. It’s a perfect weekend 
treat for two. 

3. Sæta Svinið
Hafnarstræti 1-3

With big portions and a tasty menu, 
this hip restaurant offers everything 
you might desire, from juicy ling and 
big bowls of mussels to a great leg 
of lamb and a taste of minke whale. 
Try and get a seat upstairs: it’ll be like 
dining under a starry sky in the most 
romantic, dim-lit set-up.

4. Kaffi Vínyl
Hverfisgata 76

Kaffi Vínyl offers generous, whole-
some vegan fare with soy-based 
meat substitutes and non-dairy milk 
options for beverages. With a huge 
LP collection and DJs several times 
a week lending a warm and cosy 
atmosphere, and healthy guilt-free 
food—what more could you want?

5. Brauð & Co.
Frakkastígur 16

Brauð & Co. has burst onto the bakery 
scene in 101 Reykjavík. Regulars 
swear by their “snuður”—cinnamon 
bread rolls smothered with a sugary 
glaze. They take it a step further and 
stuff the classics with blueberries 
and whatnot, eliciting inappropriate 
satisfied moans. Get there early to 
snatch a warm one. 

6. Dill
Hverfisgata 12
 

5

The Map
B K

20

Get the bigger, more detailed version of The Reykjavík Grapevine  
City Map at your nearest hotel or guesthouse, with selections from our 
Best-Of awards, vital info, downtown bus stops and a wider view of the city.

If you’re a gourmand looking for a 
memorable meal when in Reykjavík, 
Dill has to top the list. Dill showcases 
the best of Iceland with seasonal 
menus, paying homage to the 
island’s bounty, executed with all the 
tweezer precision of modern cuisine. 
Don’t even think twice about splurging 
for the seven-course menu—it’s the 
only way to do it.

7. Hraðlestin
Lækjargata 8 & Hverfisgata 64a

Not many would know, but this 
restaurant is the only one that 
makes masala chai an Indian mom 
would be proud of. This restaurant 
is focussed on street fare and 
everyday Indian food. The thalis are 
a crowd pleaser and in recent times, 
they've stepped up their game with 
the vegan thali on Wednesdays and 
dosas for brunch on weekends. 

8. Ramen Momo
Tryggvagata 16

Iceland’s first and only Ramen bar has 
upped their broth game with a silky 
slick Tonkotsu. They have a choice of 
noodles and broths catering to food 
intolerances and fads, and a popular 
‘Ramen of the Month’. We suggest 
getting the Ramen Tonkotsu with 
their amazing soy cured eggs.

9. El Santo
Hverfisgata 20

Mexican restaurants are a rarity in 
Iceland; taco bars come and go, but 
the craving for a truly good one lives 
on. With its pristine windows and 
colourful lights, El Santo gets the 
atmosphere right, offering meat, fish 
and vegan options for their classic 
barbacoas and tacos. Tone down the 
spice with a refreshing beer, and olé!

10. Ali Baba
Veltusund 3b

This spot was awarded Grapevine’s 
“Best Late Night Bite.” Needless to 
say, it’s the perfect place to satisfy 
pregnancy cravings ,  spl it ting 
hangovers and midnight binges. We 
recommend the lamb kofte wrap: it’s 
to die for.

Drinking
11. Veður
Klapparstígur 33

This beautifully designed new bar 
looks really fancy, but it has a laid-
back atmosphere, a great selection 
of cocktails and beer and excellent 
music. The weekend nighttime 

crowd is a bit American Psycho, but 
that’s not without its charm.

12. Loft Hostel
Bankastræti 7a

L of t  stands many heads and 
shoulders above most of the al 
fresco drinking spots in Reykjavík, 
not least because it’s on the roof of 
the Loft Hostel and has a balcony 
that looks over downtown. Before 
the evening-time entertainment 
begins, it ’s the perfect place to 
catch some late-afternoon sun. 

13. Mikkeller & Friends
Hverfisgata 12

Mikkeller’s upstairs from popular 
pizza place Hverfisgata 12, so you 
get the advantage of good weekend 
DJs and fancy bar snacks and 
pizza. The true appeal, however, is 
the unique selection of beers and 
beyond, poured by knowledgeable 
bartenders amongst antique-chic 
décor.

14. Pablo Discobar
Veltusund 1

This fancy-ass cocktail place is 
one of the more upscale clubs in 
Reykjavík. It has 70s tiki lounge/
Boogie Nights décor, and the 
throwback disco music is on point.

15. Húrra
Tryggvagata 22

Húrra has been a stalwart in the bar 
scene for quite some time, and with 
a good cause. It’s a great place to go 
anytime and for almost any reason—
early weeknight drinks with work 
mates, late weekend nights on your 
own, dancing with your friends, or 
catching a quality gig.

16. Bar Ananas
Klappastígur 38

Reykjavík's only beach bar is truly a 
breath of fresh air for the otherwise 
dreary downtown scene. No sir, 
this is no dive bar, but a club, with 
an indoor smoking lounge, stairs, 
a spacious bar, a tiny dance floor, 
and a solid line of DJs. It’s run by the 
same people as Boston, but it has a 
distinctly younger crowd in its mid 
to late 20s.

17. Kex Hostel
Skúlagata 28

Despite being a hostel bar, KEX Hostel 
transcends that description, with an 
amazing sea view over Faxaflói and 
Mount Esja, beautiful décor and a 
large wraparound bar. It’s especially 
fun if they ’ve got a l ive show 
booked, with the bonus of great 
food and a good beer selection.

18. Bravó
Laugavegur 22

Bravó is Húrra’s sister bar. They have 
Icelandic beers on tap, a colourful 
hip atmosphere and DJs on the 

weekend, but one of the best things 
about Bravó is its lengthy happy 
hours—all the way from 11am to 
8pm, in fact. 

Shopping
19. Hrím
Laugavegur 25

Hrím is a design store that’s also the 
go-to for fancy cutlery, crockery, and 
kitchen items. They offer a selection 
of international products, with a 
strong Icelandic presence scattered 
throughout. Have a browse—even if 
you don’t cook much, you’ll feel like 
you need everything, because it’s all 
so beautiful. 

Downtown & Harbour District

25

25

23

GOTT restaurant, 
Hafnarstræti 17

101 Reykjavík, Iceland
www.gott.is

gottreykjavik@gott.is
Tel; +354 514 6868TM

GOOD VALUE
GOOD FOOD

C
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Party Every Night.
Cocktails! 

Live Music Every Night! 
50 different kinds of beer. 

Live Sports Coverage
Kitchen open from 11.00.

Ribs - Burgers
Chicken Wings! AUSTURSTRAETI 8  • REYKJAVIK

R e d Z o n e

D

E L E G A N T  P R E M I S E S
I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F

R E Y K J A V I K

B R E A K F A S T  a n d  B R U N C H

L U N C H  a n d  D I N N E R  M E N U

 L O C A L  a n d  F O R E I G N  D I S H E S

H A P P Y  H O U R  D A I LY  1 5 - 1 8 : 0 0

B A N K A S T R Æ T I  7 A  -  1 0 1  R E Y K J AV Í K  -  T E L .  5 6 2  3 2 3 2

A

Local gastro pub & café
Craft food & beer - Speciality coffee & tea

www.laekur.is
Next to national swimming pool

Open daily 9am - 11pm

L
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The praiseworthy clothing for all 
genders features beloved local 
brands l ike the long - running 
Skaparinn label, respected young 
d e s i gn e r S æva r M a rkú s ,  a n d 
designer’s designer Stefan Svan. It’s 
not all Icelandic brands but it’s a well 
chosen group of them.

26. Smekkleysa Plötubúð
Laugavegur 35

Smekkleysa is an independent record 
label that has put out a lot of classic 
Icelandic music—the Sugarcubes 
are still on the board—and their 
old-school, bright green record 
shop also stocks a carefully curated 
selection of new international 
releases. You’ll always find some 
rarities and surprises there.
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20. Krónan
Fiskislóð 1-20 (& other locations)

This supermarket chain is head and 
shoulders above the rest when it 
comes to size and the quality and 
variety of produce on offer, as well 
as their lengthy opening hours. 

21. Rammagerðin
Skólavörðustígur 12 & other 
locations

This long-established crafts and 
design store has been running since 
1940. It’s a fascinating store, loaded 
with interesting objects and trinkets. 
While it might look like a tourist shop, 
it’s been there for seventy or eighty 
years. So even if it is a tourist shop, it 
must be a good one.

22. Handprjónasambandið
Skólavörðustígur 19

The Icelandic wool sweater, or 
lopapeysa, is a staple of Icelandic 
clothing. Their popularity with 
v i s i t o r s  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e y ’r e 
sometimes now mass-produced 
outside of Iceland for tourists, 
then shipped back in—but you’ll 
get the real deal at the Hand-
Knitting Association. From neon 
green to Spider-man-patterned, the 
opportunities are endless. 

23. Geysir
Skólavörðustígur 7 & 16

The presence of the aesthetically 
im m a c ul a te G eys ir  s e e m s to 
continually grow in Reykjavík , 

especially since they launched their 
own clothing line and accompanying 
catalogue. There are two locations 
to drop by on Skólavörðustigur, each 
with a differently styled interior. It 
might be a little pricey, but you’ll get 
something high-quality for sure.

24. Húrra Reykjavík
Hverfisgata 50 & 78

Many credit this store with Reykjavík’s 
sudden obsession with sneakers, 
with people camping outside the 
store to get their hands on a new pair. 
Needless to say, this store is shaping 
fashion in downtown Reykjavík. 

25. Stefánsbúð P3
Ingólfstræti 2b

New In Town ÓX, Laugavegur 28

Óx is a secretive new restaurant 
tucked away at the back of Sumac 
Grill; an intimate izakaya style kitch-
en that seats just 11. Guests are 
treated to a 2.5-hour experience, 
the two chefs pairing unexpected 
drinks with seasonal favourites. 
Dining as if at a guess-who’s-com-
ing-to-dinner space, one leaves 
with memories of conversations, 
new friends and the yearning for 
a revisit. SB

O
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Downtown & Harbour District Laugardalur

New In Town 

WE BAKE OUR BREAD IN-HOUSE AND WE 
MAKE THE PANCAKES FROM SCRATCH

A M E R I C A N  P A N C A K E S
H O M E  M A D E  B R E A D

O P E N  M O N - F R I  7. 3 0 - 1 4 . 3 0  
S AT - S U N  8 . 0 0 - 1 4 . 3 0
K I T C H E N  C L O S E D  F R O M  1 4 . 0 0

M

www.maturogdrykkur.is

K

E

H

HISTORIC EXHIBITION              
RESTAURANT •  SHOP •  

ACTIVITIES

Saga Museum •  Grandagarður 2 •  101 Reykjavík
Tel.: (+354) 511 1517 •  Open: Daily from 10 to 18

www.sagamuseum.is

B





ARTIST  PLAYLIST

Sparkles, Ice Dances 
and Colourful Sunsets 

With Kristján Eldjárn  
The SYKUR producer's recent Icelandic faves

Words: Kristján Eldjárn with John Rogers    
Photo: Magnús Andersen

Kristján Eldjárn rose to 
prominence as one of the 
producers behind SYKUR, one 
of Iceland’s most explosive 
electronic pop party bands, 
whose new single “Loving None” 
was recently released. He also 
performs solo as KRELD, including 
the release of a brilliant and 
compulsive first single, “Way 
Low,” with an appearance from 
JFDR as a guest vocalist. In his 
artist playlist, he shares his 
favourite recent songs from the 
Icelandic music scene. 

Bagdad brothers -  
Malar í kassanum
Although sadly not on Spotify 
(yet?) there’s a great video on 
youtube. It’s soft, baby-making 
pop from a weird-ass Icelandic 
reality. The opening lines (You 
want french fries, I want to go 

home with you) grab you immedi-
ately, and it only gets better from 
there. 

aYia - Sparkle

aYia are one of the most exciting 
bands currently active in Iceland. 
With their super intricate produc-
tions and Ásta Fanney’s dreamy 
vocals, “Sparkle” is the latest in a 
series of sublime singles they’ve 
released. I’m ready for that LP now, 
if you would, please.

Sin Fang, Sóley, Örvar 
Smárason - Random Haiku 
Generator
A great pop song from three 
great artists. It’s super chill 
melancholia, perfect for listening 
to while driving down a forested 
mountain during a colourful 
sunset. 

Andy Svarthol - Tímafrekja

I loved Andy Svarthol’s first single, 
“Írena Sírena,” and this one is more 
of the same, but perhaps a little bit 
more nuanced. A part of it may be 
the fact that I miss the rokk.is era 
in Icelandic music, and Andy Svar-
thol reminds me of that, for some 
reason. There’s a very charming 
homebrew vibe going on here.

Sóley - Úa

Sóley’s second appearance on this 
list. The chord progression in the 
verse is unconventional, almost jar-
ring, but stunningly pretty. There is 
a specific sense of melancholy in 
the verse that reminds me of Danny 
Elfman’s “Ice Dance” from the Ed-
ward Scissorhands soundtrack.

JFDR - White Ferrari

A really pretty single from one of 
my favourite Icelandic artists. White 
Ferrari is more produced than her 
last album, losing some of the in-
die-ness, but gaining new kinds of 
subtleties instead.

Sunna - Amma  
(SYKUR remix)

Just to be a little self-serving. 
Us SYKUR kids recently reworked 
Sunna’s (previously of Bloodgroup) 
latest single, “Amma,” and I really 
enjoyed working on it. The original 
song is a haunting acapella, which 
we kind of inundated with synths 
and gave it a pretty chill vibe.  

Music

Grab a bite at Dunkin’ Donuts. We’re open every day.

BAGELS FROM 599 ISK

Kringlan Hagasmári 9 Fitjar KEF Airport

“It’s soft, 
baby-making 

pop from a 
weird-ass 
Icelandic  
reality.”

31The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 08 — 2018

Kristján, listening to baby-making pop

Lækjargata 4 | 101 Reykjavík | Sími 55 10 100 | Open 11:00 - 22:00 | jomfruin.is

– home of the open sandwiches
Welcome to JómfrúinWelcome to Jómfrúin



Music
 

The Bræðslan festival, 
which takes place an-
nually in a fish factory 

in the remote East Iceland town of 
Bakkagerði in Borgarfjörður Eystri, 
has announced its 2018 lineup. Home 
to just 100 people, the festival sees 
visitors descend from all over Iceland; 
this year, they’ll see shows by hip 
young gunslingers Stjórnin, emotional 
rock band Agent Fresco, rock-rapper 
Emmsjé Gauti, Eurovision almost-was 
Daði Freyr, Westfjord folk-pop teens 
Between Mountains, and rock ‘n’ roll 
quintet Atomstation. Tickets are on 
sale now priced 9,300 ISK—check 
braedslan.is for more info. JR

 
 
 

A new cultural event appeared on 
the horizon this spring when an open 
call was issued to take part in the 
inaugural Reykjavík Fringe Festival. 
The idea first came in late 2016 during 
a conversation between organisers 
Jón Magnús Arnarsson, Nanna Gun-
nars and Sindri Þór Sigríðarson, who 
immediately set about creating the 
event. You can see the fruits of their 
labours between 4th-8th of July, when 
the festival—which promises elements 
of music, multimedia performance, 
comedy, art and more—will take place 
in downtown Reykjavík. Check out  
rvkfringe.is for more information. JR

JR.   
 
12 Tónar, a legendary record shop and 
label on Skólavörðustigur in downtown 
Reykjavik, will be celebrating itas twen-
tieth anniversary this year of its open-
ing with a fundraising campaign and 
anniversary event. 12 Tónar is reaching 
out to friends and followers to support 
the store in its future endeavours by 
offering exclusive merchandise, first-
time vinyl releases of rare Icelandic 
classics, and “super rare items” from 
12 Tónar’s exclusive private collec-
tion. The date of the event will be 
announced once the fundraising goal 
has been reached. Join the campaign 
at pledgemusic.com. JW 

MUSIC 
NEWS 

Dreifing In  
Bagdad

The sunny nostalgia of the bagdad brothers  
Words: Kinga Kozłowska   Photo: Timothée Lambrecq

Concert & Album
Release party: Húrra, May 24th

With their warm, flowing, mel-
low sound, bagdad brothers are a 
unique addition to the ever-blos-
soming Reykjavík music scene. 
They describe themselves as a pop 
band, but when you listen to their 
first album (‘Jazz Kid's Summer 
Project,’ released last autumn), you 
can hear for yourself that this is 
some catchy indie pop music, with 
an experimental twist. It brings 
back faded but colourful memo-
ries of chilled-out summer nights.
 Bjarni and Sigurpáll have known 
each other since they were kids, 
and they’d been making music to-
gether for quite some time before 
the bagdad brothers project was 
born. From ambient improvisa-
tions to a post-rock/shoegaze band 
called Váru, they kept themselves 
busy with experimentation. Yet at 
some point, they decided that it was 
high time to explore new territo-
ries and bring some light and hu-
mour to their musical endeavours.

Pop classics and poetry
They noticed that the independ-
ent music scene in 
Reykjavík tends to 
be leaning to the 
darker side with its 
plethora of gloomy 
electronic artists and black met-
al bands, so they came up with an 
idea to offer some alternative to that 
murky, heavy current. Inspired both 
by Icelandic pop music from the 70s 
(they are really fond of the legendary 
Magnús Eiríksson, as well as classic 
bands like Stuðmenn and Brunal-
iðið) and the more contemporary in-
die pop from Europe and the States, 
musically they switched to a more 
lightweight and upbeat approach, 

while keeping some of the intrica-
cies and fuzziness of their previous 
projects present in the background.
 Lyrically, the band take cues from 
Icelandic poetry, citing Ísak Harðar-
son and Gyrðir as influences, as well 
as situations from their everyday life. 
The lyrics are sometimes bittersweet 
and full of nostalgia, sometimes 
funny and absurd plays on words. 
Their newest song accompanied by 
a video (“malar í kassanum”) that 
tells an awkward love story, where 
two people feeling a mutual interest 
in each other don’t have the courage 
to show it and lose the chance for a 
happy ending. The video is an out-
come of a collaboration between the 
band and a group of their friends—
all somehow connected via a col-
lective known as “post-dreifing.”

Power in collaboration
It’s impossible to talk about the band 
without mentioning “post-dreifing,” 
a recently formed independent and 
non-profit creative community 
working in the fields of music and 
art. In March they released a com-
pilation album named ‘Drullumall,’ 
which serves as an introduction to 
the alternative scene that’s happen-
ing right now in the city. Apart from 

bagdad brothers, bands 
like GRÓA, Korter í flog 
and K.óla (to name a 
few) are also a part 
of this community.

 “The current music situation in 
Reykjavík is very promising,” says 
Bjarni. “We are always trying to 
push forward with our post-dreif-
ing ideas, but it’s not about reaching 
new markets or selling things. Our 
main principle is to gain self-suf-
ficiency for the whole group, so 
everyone can have an equal chance 
to create stuff if they enjoy that.”
 The energy seems to be oscillating 
wildly: go out and hear it for yourself.  

Gaukurinn

bar & live venue
TRYGGVAGATA 22

...and all these events:

20/5

23/5

24/5

25/5

26/5

27/5

30/5

31/5

...for more info check our website:

xGADDAVÍRx, Dauðyflin, 

ROHT, Great Grief 

Open Mic standup comedy in English

Premiere of documentary “Artist Run” 

Then concert: Skaði, Mighty Bear, 

Retro Mutants 

Adore//Repel (UK), Casio Fatso 

Standup comedy show: K-von feat. 

Aaron Zarabi, hosted by Gísli Jóhann  

Then concert: Alvia, Elli Grill 

Singer/Songwriter night 

Sólveig Matthildur 

Drag-Súgur Drag Lab 

(experimental drag show) 

17/5 – 19/5  Reykjavík Deathfest 2018 

www.gaukurinn.is

We are very queer, 
open and diverse. We 
have gender neutral 
restrooms and an 
all-Vegan bar!

HAPPY HOUR
    every day 
  from 14 to 21

STANDUP COMEDY 
in English every Monday 

KARAOKE PARTY 
every Tuesday 

Free entry and starts at 21 both nights

gpv.is/music
Share this + Archives

Bjarni and Sigurpáll, shredding



May 18th - May 31st

Concerts & Nightlife
Events listed are all live performances and  
DJs. Venues are listed by day. For complete  
listings and detailed information on venues  

visit grapevine.is/happening.  
Send your listings to: listings@grapevine.is.

Friday May 18th

DJ KGB
22:00 Boston
DJ Fusion Groove
22:00 Bravó

 Plútó
23:00 Húrra
Ómkvörnin
20:00 Mengi 
Reykjavík Deathfest
16:00 Gaukurinn
Logi Pedro Release Bash
21:00 Prikið
Transition: Psytrance &  
Progressive NIght
21:00 Paloma
Bonús Plötur Record Release no. 14
20:00 Kaffi Vínyl

DJ Dora
21:00 Sæta Svínið
DJ Fames
22:00 Tivoli
DJ Hunk Of A Man
22:00 Kaffibarinn

Saturday May 19th

DJ High Altitude
22:00 Húrra
Reykjavík Deathfest
16:00 Gaukurinn
Kristín Anna
21:00 Mengi
BATTLESTAR
22:00 Bravó
DJ LSVR
22:00 Boston
DJ CasaNova
22:00 Kaffibarinn
DJ Spegill
22:00 Prikið

Underworld
22:00 Paloma
DJ Silja Glommi
19:00 Kaffi Vínyl

Sunday May 20th

Sunday Jazz  
20:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
Sunday Classics: Sæunn 
Þorsteinsdóttir & Alexandra Joan
17:00 Harpa
Vínyl Sunday: Nærvera
21:00 Bravó
DJ Þura Stína / Karítas
22:00 Húrra
Lars From Mars vs. Futuregrapher
20:00 Kaffi Vínyl
Leonard Cohen: A Memorial Tribute
21:00 Iðnó

 Great Grief / ROHT / 
Dauðyflin / xGADDAVÍRx
20:00 Gaukurinn

 BSÍ / MSEA / SiGRÚN
18:00 R6013
BLKPRTY
22:00 Tivoli
DJ High Altitude
22:00 Kaffibarinn
DJ Gervisykur
22:00 Prikið

Monday May 21st

MonJazz
21:00 Húrra
Warfuck / xGaddavírx / 
Blóðmör / Dead Herring
18:00 R6013
DJ Fusion Groove
22:00 Kaffibarinn

Tuesday May 22nd

Karaoke Party! 
21:00 Gaukurinn
Tango Tuesdays
21:00 Iðnó
DJ Þorsteinn Eyfjörð
22:00 Kaffibarinn

Wednesday May 23rd

Beatmakin Troopa
22:00 Bravó
Don Lockwood Band
21:00 Slippbarinn
Party Karaoke With Þórunn Antonía
21:00 Sæta Svínið
DJ De La Rosá
22:00 Prikið
Múlinn Jazz Club:    
Sunna Gunnlaugs Trio 
21:00 Harpa

DJ Árni Sveins
22:00 Kaffibarinn
Concert: Icelandic Love Poems 
In A Spring Night
20:00 Ásmundarsafn
VASI Duo
21:00 Boston

Thursday May 24th

Skaði / Mighty Bear / Retro Mutants
22:00 Gaukurinn
DJ Cold
20:00 Kaffi Vinýl
DJ High Altitude
22:00 Bravó
Sticky Records Showcase:   
Joey Christ / Birnir / Aron Can
21:00 Prikið
Bagdad Brothers & Friends
20:00 Húrra
DJ Margeir
22:00 Kaffibarinn
Nordic Affect
21:00 Mengi
Salsa Album Release Party
20:00 Iðnó
DJ LSVR
22:00 Boston

Friday May 25th

DJ Aggalá
20:00 Kaffi Vinýl

Singapore Sling
21:00 Húrra
RAFLOST
21:00 Mengi 
DJ Karítas
22:00 Bravó
DJ Snorri Ástráðs
22:00 Prikið
DJ Dora
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Iceland Symphony Orchestra:
Open Rehearsal
9:30 Harpa
Iceland Symphony Orchestra:
Janine Plays Sibelius
19:30 Harpa
Adore//Repel & Casio Fatso
21:00 Gaukurinn
Herra Hnetusmjör
20:00 Hard Rock Café
DJ Starri
22:00 Tivoli
DJ Kári
22:00 Kaffibarinn
Ring of Gyges / BruÐI
22:00 Dillon

Saturday May 26th

Kontinuum
22:00 Hard Rock Café
Skrattar / Djöfullinn Sjálfur /  
ALVIA / Elli Grill
23:30 Gaukurinn
DJ Berndsen
20:00 Kaffi Vínyl
Three Acres And A Cow / Leave Land
18:00 Andrými
RAFLOST
21:00 Mengi

 JóiPé x Króli
20:00 Húrra
DJ Thaison
22:00 Prikið
DJ Yamaho
22:00 Kaffibarinn
DJ KrBear
22:00 Bravó
Killer Girls
22:00 Dillon
DJ Styrmir
23:00 Boston

Sunday May 27th

Sunday Jazz
20:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
Sunday Classics: 
Arias From The Edge

17:00 Harpa
Reykjavík Chamber Orchestra:
Aires Tropicales
17:00 Harpa
Folk Music From Finland
19:30 Nordic House
Singer/Songwriter Night
20:00 Gaukurinn
DJ Silja Glommi
22:00 Kaffibarinn

Monday May 28th

MonJazz
21:00 Húrra
Choir Show
20:00 Iðnó
DJ Z
22:00 Kaffibarinn

Tuesday May 29th

Karaoke Party! 
21:00 Gaukurinn
DJ Davið Roach
22:00 Kaffibarinn
KÍTÓN Klassík: 
Konur er Konum Bestar
20:30 Iðnó
Techno Tuesdays
20:00 Húrra
VASI Duo
21:00 Boston

Wednesday May 30th

Don Lockwood Band
21:00 Bryggjan Brugghús

 Sólveig Matthildur 
20:00 Gaukurinn
Party Karaoke With Þórunn Antonía
21:00 Sæta Svínið
DJ Death Of A Disco Dancer
22:00 Bravó
Vínyl Wednesday: DJ Gunni Ewok
22:00 Prikið
Ari Árelíus Jazz Band
20:00 Kaffi Vinýl
DJ Terrordisco
22:00 Kaffibarinn
Vaka Folk Festival 
12:30 Akureyri

Thursday May 31th

Music In The Garden
18:00 CenterHotel Miðgarður
Victor Herrero
21:00 Mengi
Extreme Chill DJ Set
19:00 Kaffi Vínyl
Hjálmar
20:00 Hljómahöll

 Reykjavík Deathfest 2018
16:00 Gaukurinn
Vaka Folk Festival 
12:30 Akureyri
DJ KrBear
22:00 Tivoli
DJ Sonur Sæll
22:00 Kaffibarinn
Formaðurinn: Farewell May 
22:00 Prikið

Our Picks

  
 Sólveig Matthildur

May 30 - 20:00 - Gaukurinn - 2,000 ISK

Sólveig Matthildur 
returns from her 
hideout in Berlin 

to play a one-off 
headline show 
at Reykjavík’s 

goth-drag-metal 
lair, Gaukurinn. It’s 
been an eventful 
year for Sólveig, 
who started 2018 
by winning Grape-
vine’s “You Should 
Have Heard This” 
prize at our 
annual music 
awards. And you 
should have: her 
debut solo effort, 
“Unexplained 
Miseries & the 
Acceptance of 
Sorrow,” is a dark, 
blood-red gem 
of hazy, gloomy 
electronic alt-

pop, brought to 
life by Sólveig’s 
huge voice. The 
initial run of cas-
settes sold out, 
but the LP will be 
re-released on 
vinyl this year by 
Canadian label 
Artoffact. It’s 
electrifying live: 
expect scarlet 
lighting, heart-
breaking vocal 
delivery, dramatic 
intensity, self-
conscious jokes, 
trashed roses, 
and on-point 
eyeliner. JR

 
 JóiPé x Króli

May 26 - 20:00  
Húrra - 2,500 ISK

JóiPé and 
Króli are the 
refreshing 
response to 
that I-am-so-
hardcore-
and-cool rap.  
They’re forreal, 
bitch.  HJC

 
 Plútó

May 18 - 23:00 
Húrra - Free!

The DJ collective 
Plútó com-
prise the most 
comprehensive 
knowledge tank 
of dance and 
electronic music 
in Iceland. Get 
turnt. PW

  
 Great Grief / ROHT / xGADDAVÍRx

May 20 - 21:00 - Gaukurinn - 1,000 ISK

It is Sunday. You get up late and 
as you prepare your “morning” 
coffee, you wonder how you should 
spend the evening. Well, we got the 
answer: get ready for the ultimate 
hardcore-fest! Four bands of four 
different hardcore subgenres (punk, 
noise, post, and ska) will make you 
dance, shout and lose your mind. 
Easy like a Sunday morning. PW

  
 BSÍ / MSEA / SiGRÚN

May 20 - 18:00 - R6013 - Whatever!

R6013 has conquered Reykjavík’s 
heart by promoting the hottest 
bands of Iceland’s underground 
scene by letting them perform at 
the all-ages venue. We are sure that 
this concert will only emphasize 
that. Expect punk, weirdness, a loyal 
crowd, free vegan food and lots of 
available underground records that 
you might not find anywhere else. PW
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DJ Yamaho

Folk Music From Finland

ALVIA (in a Skrattar shirt)



Too Blessed To 
Stay Stressed

Sólveig Matthildur talks Japan, releases, tours,  
and Robert Smith

 
Words: Rex Beckett      Photo: Kinnat Sóley

Concert
Sólveig Matthildur plays at 
Gaukurinn on May 30th, Entry 2,000 
ISK

In the short time since branching 
out her solo music career, Sólveig 
Matthildur has caused tidal waves 
through Reykjavík’s—and indeed 
the world’s—underground music 
scene. Having rapidly self-released 
her first album “Unexplained Mis-
eries & the Acceptance of Sorrow” 
last year to critical awe, she quick-
ly scooped up 
awards (includ-
ing the Grape-
vine’s own “You 
S h o u l d  H a v e 
H e a r d  T h i s ” 
award), grants, 
and offers left 
and right. Now 
freshly relocated 
to Leipzig from 
Berlin, Sólveig is 
contending with 
a hectic schedule 
comprising of 
both her own endeavours and those 
of her band, Kælan Mikla.
 “I am so busy, I have so much to 
do,” she says, speaking over Skype 

from a café in her new hometown. 
“We just got here on May first, after 
looking for an apartment in Berlin 
for three months. Suddenly we re-
alised we would be homeless in two 
days and just decided to try looking 
in Leipzig.” 

Big in Japan
The move came right on the heels 
of her return from an extensive, 
month-long tour of Japan with The 
Last King of Poland. “He had lived 
in Japan a couple of years ago and 

we’ve played 
a couple of 
times togeth-
er in Berlin, 
so he asked 
if I wanted to 
go tour Japan 
w ith him,” 
Sólveig ex-
plains. “The 
head of 2670, 
the Japanese 
record label 
that released 
Kælan Mikla 

and my album, organised some of 
the gigs and then we just booked the 
rest on our own.”
 This mix of bookings brought 

Sólveig to play a huge spectrum of 
venues around the country, from 
swanky mid-size bars in Tokyo to 
basement shows with computer 
speakers for monitors and three 
people in attendance. “Japan was 
super weird because it was pretty 
DIY but it was fun,” she says. “Even 
when I was playing that weird base-
ment show I was just laughing.” 
While in Japan she also released the 
“Stressed And Depressed” official 
tour soundtrack with 2670.

Self-reliant and 
resourceful

Indeed, Sólveig’s infectious good 
nature and proclivity towards 
self-reliance have propelled her on 
the path she is beating now. Hav-
ing launched her own label, zine 
and music festival—Hið Myrka 
Man, Myrkfælni and Myrkramakt, 
respectively—she is no stranger to 
being resourceful and maintaining 
an overachieving schedule. Now she 
is on the heels of two solo releases, 
namely the vinyl release of her de-
but album via Artoffact records, and 
the “Affliction/Absolution” 7” on the 
new label åtåmåtån. 
 On top of her own releases, she is 
currently home in Iceland recording 
an album with Kælan Mikla, who 
are about to open for Placebo at the 
Robert Smith-curated Meltdown 
Festival. “The funny thing is that 
he just personally sent the band an 
email like, “Hello, would you like 
to do this,” she laughs with glee. “I 
know it’s going to be big but I’m not 
sure if I am ready. I don’t feel like 
anything is happening but it’s like 
the eye of a storm. I’m just looking 
at everything blowing around and I 
don’t know what to do.” 

Music

Self made records, self made signs

“I don’t feel like 
anything is hap-

pening, but it’s like 
the eye of a storm. 
I’m just looking at 

everything blowing 
around.”

Closed Mondays.

Marshallhúsið, Grandagarður 20, 101 Reykjavík. 
Bus route 14 (Listabraut)

To reserve lunch and dinner call +354 519 7766, or
 info@marshallrestaurant.is, marshallrestaurant.is

SALKA VALKA
FISH & MORE

SkólavörDustígur 23  • 101 reykjavík

Steamed Fresh Fish, Traditional Icelandic Fish ‘Stew’, Fish & Vegan Soups, 
Smoked Salmon & Vegan Toppings on Sourdough Bread, Beer, Wine, Coffee & more



Cracking Harry 
Knuckles 

Check out his Soundcloud in the puffin stores
 

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen       Photo: Art Bicnick

“I’m in a conceptual black met-
al band right now,” says Frímann 
Frímannsson, a.k.a. Harry Knuck-
les. “You’ve probably never seen us 
because we don’t play live, or make 
music. It’s just conceptual, just ideas, 
you know.”  He’s completely deadpan, 
but finally breaks down into a smirk, 
then laughs. 
 Conversations like this are pret-
ty much the norm with Frímann. A 
noise musician, DJ, founder of the 
Skeleton Horse zine, and co-founder 
of Lady Boy Records, he’s both the 
funniest person and most prolific 
troll you’ll ever meet. Give him any 
topic and he’ll riff with thoughts that 
sound like seasoned bits of stand-up.  

Catchy tin cans
Frímann started DJing as Harry 
Knuckles in 2010, and did his first 
live noise show at Eistnaflug’s “May-
hemisphere” only months later. “I 
had this tin can that I filled with 
coins and I had a mic that I con-
nected to a distortion pedal and just 
shook the can,” he says. “Wow, saying 
I started playing in an abandoned 
herring factory in the East fjords of 
Iceland makes me sound very exotic, 
right?” He’s being facetious. 
 But if you think tin can tunes 
are unusual, you’re still barely at 
the tip of the Harry Knuckles ice-

berg. Since his first gig, Mr. Knuck-
les has created soundscapes that 
take loops, samples, and beats, and 
morph them into something equal-
ly mind-blowing 
and mind-bend-
ing. His music 
seeps into his 
DJing, and vice 
versa, but de-
spite his noise 
roots, Frímann’s 
sound is groovy, 
catchy, and com-
pletely unpre-
dictable. 
 “I think noise 
is one of those 
things that it’s 
weird to listen to 
at home alone, 
but when it’s in a live session, it 
makes sense,” he says. “You can hear 
the vibrations and all of that stuff. 
My philosophy has always been to 
not cater or read people either when 
DJing or playing live. Most people 
have requests and it’s just some top 
40 they could listen to at home."

No keychains
Frímann’s affinity for weird art 
led him to start the Skeleton Horse 
zine in 2012 and co-found Lady Boy 
Records a year later. “It’s funny, 

‘cause people are releasing albums 
every day, but then it’s just a link 
to a Soundcloud,” he says. “There’s 
something about the process of 
making something physical, and 
going to a store to buy it. I mean, 
what happens if you don’t have 
internet? What do you do then?” 
Again, facetious. 
 The Lady Boy label has kept up 
its dedication to the underground 
ever since. “We purposely don’t sell 
our stuff at Eymundsson or Mál og 
Menning,” Frímann says. “Have you 
been to these bookstores? They’re 

more like gift 
s h o p s .  A n d 
I  don’t  k now 
about you, but I 
don’t go to a gift 
shop to find the 
new music.” He 
laughs. “I go to 
a record store 
where there are 
no keychains.” 
 But what’s next? 
Frímann’s re-
luctant to say. 
“If you have so 
many ideas and 
you tell some-

one, and get their reaction, then you 
just feel like you’ve already done it. 
You’re like “check,” and then you 
don’t even need to do it anymore. So 
I don’t like talking about that.” He 
stops and smirks, before changing 
his voice into what can only be com-
pared to the cockiest morning radio 
host ever. “I guess you guys will just 
have to wait and see.” 

Share this: gpv.is/music 

Harry Knuckles, shredding

“Wow, saying I 
started playing 

in an abandoned 
herring factory 
in East Iceland 

makes me sound 
very exotic, 

right?”
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handknitted.is
t +354 552 1890

Skólavörðustígur 19   •    Borgartún 31

BUY
DIRECTLY
FROM
THE PEOPLE
WHO
MAKE
THEM

21.04.– 
 12.08.2018

Innrás  I I
Invasion I I

Ásmundarsafn
 Sigtún
 +354 411 6430
artmuseum.is

Open  Oct.–April 
 13h00–17h00
Open May–Sept. 
 10h00–17h00

Hrafnhildur 
 Arnardóttir Shoplifter



Art Find today's events  
in Iceland! 

Download our free 
listings app - APPENING 

on the Apple and 
Android stores

The Turning Wheel
One unapologetic businesswoman is finding a 

place for Icelandic art in the International scene
Words: Alice Demurtas  Photo: Art Bicnick

Sitting in a sleek downtown restau-
rant in a pink tulle skirt, Sigríður 
L. Gunnarsdóttir peruses the menu 
for less than a minute before she 
orders, with the unmistakable non-
chalance reserved for a daily habit. 
 It’s immediately clear that such 
confidence is a necessity in her line 
of work. As the director of Hver-
fisgallerí, one of the longest-lived 
commercial art galleries in Reyk-
javík, Sigríður knows who she is 
and what she wants—and she’s un-
apologetic about it.
 “Art is so intangible in many 
senses, so having some continuity 
reassures people that this is worth 
their attention,” she explains as she 
rolls a bundle of spaghetti around 
her fork. “This is why art needs in-
termediaries like me. It may not be 
the most interesting aspect of art, 
but the gallery-artist relationship is 
basically what releases the energy 
to create more.”

True to the beginning
When she took over the day to day 
running of Hverfisgallerí in 2016, 
Sigríður had recently left Brus-
sels. She was fresh from a degree 
in contemporary art at Sotheby’s 

in London and a career in organ-
isational psychology. Open to a new 
challenge, she researched galler-
ies in Brussels and London before 
taking the reins of Hverfisgallerí. 
“I had a mix of degrees, business 
experience and a passion for art,” 
she says, “so for me to open a gallery 
was a logical step.” 
 Since then, she’s had one focus: 
representing her twelve artists—
eleven Icelanders, and a Belgian—to 
the fullest degree. “An 
art gallery is a small 
world in itself,” she 
says. “We have twelve 
great and diverse art-
ists. Some of them are 
represented by galler-
ies in other countries 
and have had interna-
tional exposure and 
experience, but they 
are rooted in Iceland. They all play 
well together, and it’s easy to juxta-
pose them.”

Art’s dirty secret
Her Icelandic accent barely audible, 
Sigríður’s European manners be-
tray her years spent in the heart of 
the continent. That’s perhaps why 

her approach to art feels so fresh in 
the quiet Icelandic scene. She wor-
ries openly about the lack of a criti-
cism tradition in Iceland, whose 
tight-knit and mutually supportive 
art community leaves little space 
for serious and outspoken critics; 
she’s also candid about her job’s ex-
pectations.
 “People often get shy about it, or 
they don’t want to address it, like 
it’s a dirty secret—but you have 
to focus on selling,” says Sigríður, 
matter-of-factly. “There have to be 
sales for the wheels to turn and for 
art to survive. It makes the artists 
able to work.”

The story continues
As a businesswoman, then, Sigríður 
sees herself as the link between the 

conceptual and the 
practical—the present 
and the future. Her 
focus on continuity is 
something of a trade-
mark, especially when 
it comes to fostering 
relationships between 
collectors and art—a 
feeling Sigríður would 
like to introduce to the 

Icelandic élite.
 “It can be such a positive and 
energising thing when you have a 
great piece of art and you find the 
right person and place for it,” she 
explains. “The piece comes alive be-
cause it has a different setting. The 
artist makes something, someone 
buys it, and then the story contin-
ues.”  

Suðurgata 41  
101 Reykjavík  
www.thjodminjasafn.is 
tel +354 530 22 00

Hverfisgata 15  
101 Reykjavík  
www.safnahusid.is 
tel +354 530 22  10

National Museum of Iceland  

The country’s largest 
museum of cultural  
history from settlement  
to present day.

The Culture House  

Manuscripts, fine art, natural 
specimens, curiosities and 
archeaological findings form 
the exhibition Points of View.

 National 
Museum of
 Iceland   

  The  
Culture    
House 

The exhibitions, shops and cafés are open daily 10 - 17 Closed on Mondays 16/9 – 30/4

“There have 
to be sales for 
the wheels to 

turn and for art 
to survive.”

Sigríður L. Gunnarsdóttir: buy art from her

i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16
101 Reykjavík
info@i8.is

t: +354 551 3666
www.i8.is

3. May - 26. May 2018 
GUÐMUNDA ANDRÉSDÓTTIR

ÞORVALDUR SKÚLASON
NÍNA TRYGGVADÓTTIR



Art Listings
Events are listed by venue. For complete listings 

and detailed information on venues, visit  
grapevine.is/happening.  

Send your listings to: listings@grapevine.is

Opening
GERÐARSAFN KÓPAVOGUR ART MUSEUM
GERÐUR: Retrospective
This retrospective explores Icelan-
dic sculptor Gerður Helgadóttir, af-
ter whom the museum was named.
• Opens on 31th May, 2018
• Runs until 12th August, 2018

AUSTURVÖLLUR
Espresso Bar
Come fight the man with an art 
installation where each espresso is 
100 ISK. There will also be fantastic 
artwork. 
• Opens on 26th May, 2018
• Runs until 2nd June, 2018 
Ongoing 
NATIONAL GALLERY OF ICELAND
Treasures Of A Nation
A selection of over 80 works chosen 
from the national gallery’s collection 
display the evolution of art since the 
19th century. 
• Runs until 31st December, 2019
Rule Of The Game
Finnish artist Elina Brotherus comes 
to Iceland with a retrospective. 
She's known for her arresting self-
portraits and landscapes.
• Runs until 24th June, 2018
Other Hats: Icelandic Printmaking
This exhibit takes printmaking and 
looks at it in parallel with other 
means of expression, including writ-
ing, composition, and visual arts.
• Runs until 23rd September, 2018  

EINAR JÓNSSON MUSEUM 
Permanent Exhibition
The museum contains close to 
300 artworks including a beautiful 
garden with 26 bronze casts of the 
artist’s sculptures.
• On permanent view 

REYKJAVÍK ART MUSEUM - HAFNARHÚS
Erró: More is Beautiful
This exhibition shines a special 
light on Erró’s works—intricate and 
charged structures related to poli-
tics, science, fiction and art history. 
• Runs until 21st May, 2018
Tak i lige måde: Contemporary Art 
from Denmark 
The museum celebrates the centen-
nial of Iceland’s independence from 
Denmark by inviting Danish artists 
to exhibit their work and address 
pressing issues of our times.
• Runs until 21st May, 2018
D33 Anna Fríða Jónsdóttir: Tone 
Here, Anna Fríða presents an exhibit 
that looks at the world through 
sound waves, making music directly 
from the brain. 
• Runs until 21st May, 2018

MUSEUM OF DESIGN AND APPLIED ART
Behind The Scenes With   
Einar Þorsteinn 
In 2014, architect and mathemati-
cian Einar Þorsteinn Ásgeirsson gave 
all his belongings to the museum. 
Best described as a renaissance 
man, the exhibit is full of curiosities.
• Runs until 7th October, 2018
The Imaginarium Of Kron By KronKron
Magni and Hugrún (aka KronKron) 
have designed over 2000 fashion 
items, thereof 1200 shoe designs 
which make up the core of this 
exhibition.
• Runs until 18th September, 2018

ÁRBÆR OPEN AIR MUSEM
Daily Guided Tours 
Tours are from 13:00 to 14:00 
through its open air exhibits.

REYKJAVÍK CITY MUSEUM
Settlement Sagas
As Viking ruins meet digital technol-
ogy, this exhibition provides insight 
into Reykjavík's farms at the time of 
the first settlers.

REYKJAVÍK ART MUSEUM - 
ÁSMUNDARSAFN
Invasion II:  Hrafnhildur Arnardóttir / 
Shoplifter
The first instalment of a series of 
exhibitions that encourage artists 
to engage with the artistic heritage 
of Ásmundur Sveinsson. 
• Runs until 12th August, 2018 
Ásmundur Sveinsson: Art For The 

People
Ásmundur Sveinsson watched 
Iceland grow from a poor agrar-
ian society into one of the richest 
countries in the world. His sculp-
tures reflect this, presenting a 
conversation between assimilation 
and innovation. 
• Runs until 31st December, 2018

REYKJAVÍK MUSEUM OF PHOTOGRAPHY
HEIMA / HOME
Photographer Hanna Siv Bjarnardót-
tir documented a number of senior 
citizens living in Stokkseyri–a small 
town on the Snæfellsnes peninsula. 
• Runs until 29th May, 2018
Olaf Otto Becker: Ice & Land
Here, spectacular documentary 
photography highlights changes 
in Iceland and Greenland due to 
climate change and other human 
interference. 
• Runs until 16th September, 2018

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ICELAND
The Long Apartment  
Block in Upper Breiðholt
Photographer David Barreiro took 
one building Breiðholt and explored 
it inside and out. Come get intimate-
ly acquainted with the 320 metre 
space and its inhabitants. 
• Runs until 27th May, 2018
Fishing Stations of Old Iceland
Iceland's rich history of fishing sta-
tions is put on display here by pho-
tographer Karl Jeppesen. Some are 
still in use. Others have disappeared 
from the face of the earth.
• Runs until 27th May, 2018 
Slendid Saddlery
In the past, beautifully-decorated 
and oranate saddles were valuable 
possessions. Here, see a collection 
of them. 
• Runs until 21st October, 2018

SIGURJÓN ÓLAFSSON MUSEUM
Two Comrades
Icelandic artists Sigurjón Ólafsson 
and Asger Jern  were both influential 
figures in the Danish art scene in the 
1930s. Their works are now shown 
together to hopefully unveil new 
links and relationships.
• Runs until 7th October, 2018 

THE NORDIC HOUSE
Inspired by Aalto: Sustainability as 
an Attitude
Come see some of Alvar Aalto‘s clas-
sic furniture designs and some of 
the works he inspired including an 
assortment of Artek furniture.  
• Runs until 2nd September, 2018 
 
LIVING ART MUSEUM
Between Mountain And Tide
Ragna Róbertsdóttir presents a cir-
cular reflection of her work, drawing 
forward the past into Ragna's cur-
rent reflections on her work. 
• Runs until 19th May, 2018

GERÐUBERG CULTURE HOUSE
Hildur Björnsdóttir
How do we experience a culture that 
is remote and exotic to us? With her 
photographs and illustrations, Hildur 
dives into this question.
• Runs until 4th June, 2018

Moments From The Life Of Asylum 
Seekers
Is asylum in Iceland paradise or 
purgatory? Here, Annie Ling explores 
the lives of those who arrived in 
Iceland last year.
• Runs until 24th August, 2018

GRÓFIN CULTURAL CENTRE
Ex Libris: Bookplates Then & Now
Students from the Reykjavík School 
of Visual Arts reference tradition 
with their own modern take on ex 
libris bookplates.
• Runs until 29th May, 2018

WIND & WEATHER WINDOW GALLERY
The Hidden Angels
Rustic brick sculptures rise from 
the ground in Nermine El Ansari’s 
window installation. 
• Runs until 27th May, 2018

HAFNARBORG
Relativity

The paintings of Jóns Axels Björnsso-
nar tiptoe on the colourful boundar-
ies between forms that present us 
with objects and those that capture 
a state of mind.
• Runs until 27th May, 2018
Many Times We See and Many Times 
We See Again
Jóhanna Kristbjörg Sigurðardóttir is 
all about combining different medi-
ums, such as traditional oil paint-
ings, wooden sculptures, videos, 
texts and performances.
• Runs until 27th May, 2018

VERKSMIÐJAN Á HJALTEYRI
BY SIDE
Four artists are pulled together by 
a sense of space and aesthetics 
to create new works on site that 
respond to the historical setting of 
Verksmiðjan.
• Runs until 10th June, 2018 

KLING & BANG
The Universe Of The World Breath
Elizabeth Peyton presents a 
series of works all of friends: Bella 
D’arcangelo age 8; the Japanese 
figure skater Yuzuru Hanyu, and 
many more. 
• Runs until 20th May, 2018 

TVEIR HRAFNAR
Never again or is it too late to 
change my mind?
Los Angeles-based artist, Heimir 
Björgúlfson, questions the relation-
ship between man and nature. 
• Runs until 9th June, 2018 

LISTASALUR MOSFELLSBÆJAR
Kristján og Logi umpotta
Two embroidery artists collaborate 
in a seamless project that makes 
you wonder: Which artist stitched 
what?
• Runs until 15th June, 2018 

May 17th- May 31th

Our Picks

  

Tranquility & Discord

 Sig Vicious - Lavastract

May 24-June 7 - Listastofan

Sig Vicious will open up his visual world, 
Lavastract, combining his location 
and landscape photography with his 

graphic design origins. As Iceland’s first 
Instagram celebrity as @SigVicious, he 
portrayed the stark nature of the island 
in an especially angular and defined 
fashion. Before that, he made his name 
in graphic design, with iconic works for 
Undirtónar, CCP, Metalheadz and more. 
The exhibition spins out from his past 
work, in dialogue with the visual worlds 
of graphic design, music and cinema. 
His work is beautiful and captivating, 
with a sense of immediacy and wonder, 
creating a feeling of tranquillity in dis-
cord. The name describes it well, an ab-
straction of landscapes, in an explosion 
of colours. “The setting is dramatic and 
paradoxical — the material is ancient 
but the plot futuristic.” SP

  

The Patri(ART)chy 

 Allt í klessu

Until May 26 - Harbinger 

Do you laugh at the patriarchy? Glo-
rify it? Criticise it? With everything 
from men brewing beer to playing 
basketball, Guðmundur Thoroddsen 
does all at the same time. HJC

  

May Flowers 

  Garður Meðalmennskunnar

Until May 26 - Gallery Port 

Loji follows a thread of Icelandic 
“home-ness” with his mother, em-
broiderer Jóhanna Vilborg, in a show 
of hand-stitched work that seeks to 
describe domestication. SP

  

Living In Limbo

 Moments From The Life Of Asylum 
Seekers

Until Aug.24 - Gerðuberg House

Is asylum in Iceland paradise or 
purgatory? Here, Annie Ling explores 
the lives of those who arrived in 
Iceland last year. HJC
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Garðatorg 1 · Garðabær
Open Tue - Sun 12 -17

Exhibitions:
The imaginarium 
of Kron by Kronkron 
600 pairs of shoes

Ðyslextwhere 
spelling mistakes 
in knitwear

Behind the scenes 
with Einar Þorsteinn

www.honnunarsafn.is
honnunarsafn



Come For The Films, 
Stay For The Party 

Skjaldborg documentary festival promises to be  
a blockbuster    Words: Phil Uwe Widiger   Photo: Art Bicnick & Atli Már Hafsteinsson

Skjaldborg, the festival of Icelandic 
documentaries, will be held for the 
12th time on the weekend of 18th-
20th of May in the town Patreks-
fjörður in the Westfjords. The fes-
tival’s title is a reference to the local 
cinema, which goes by the same 
name. 18 Icelandic documentaries 
will be premiered during the festi-
val this year, as well as some “works 
in progress.”
 The festival is well known for 
bringing together the big guns of 
the Icelandic documentary field, 
and many collaborations have 
started during this festival. Along 
with premiering exciting new films, 
Skjaldborg festival is also known for 
its very vibrant and friendly atmos-
phere, and many exciting events. It 
includes an excellent local seafood 
feast, stand-up comedy, a parade 
through the town, a limbo compe-
tition, a masterclass with the guest 
of honour, and—last but not least—
parties till the early hours, some-
times right on the beach. 
 If that doesn’t make you dream, 
just add the beautiful surroundings 
of Patreksfjörður, with untouched 
nature, a handful of natural geo-
thermal pools, and one of Iceland’s 
best municipal swimming pools 
right in the centre of the town.

Extreme sport
Helga Rakel Rafnsdóttir and Kristín 
Andrea Þórðardóttir are the main 

organisers of the festival. They work 
in the field of documentaries and 
have a noticeable pas-
sion for it. Helga and 
Kristín have taken 
part in the festival for 
a while, but this will 
be their second year 
running it. 
 “The festival is 
pure magic,” says 
Helga Rakel. “It’s a mix of locals and 
people coming from other parts 
of the world. Patreksfjörður has a 
really nice cinema and the festival 
started around it, giving it another 
purpose for a few days each year. It’s 

very important to have events where 
people in the industry can give each 
other a boost because documenta-
ry-making is a little bit like a badly 
paid extreme sport.” She smiles at 
that, but you can sense a seriousness 
behind her words.

Silence and killing
The organisers of Skjaldborg are al-
ways ambitious when it comes to 
selecting the guest of honour. “The 
guest of honor this year is Nils Pagh 
Andersen,” says Helga Rakel. “He 
has been editing documentaries 
since 1976 and has edited over 250 
films, mostly documentaries. He 
is a great lecturer, a teacher and is 
publishing a book on documenta-
ries. We will show two movies that 
he edited “The Look Of Silence,” and 
“The Act Of Killing,” which have 

received many priz-
es, and are very well 
known.”
 W h e n  a s k e d 
about the most mem-
orable experience 
from the festival, 
Kristín Andrea does 
not have to think for 

a long time. “The beach party a few 
years back is legendary,” she smiles. 
“People still talk about it, and Hel-
ga and I watch videos from that 
evening every spring, to get us in the 
mood. There was just something 

amazing that happened there—it’s 
hard to explain. People kept party-
ing until six in the morning and yet 
showed up at the cinema a few hours 
later.”

Find today's events  
in Iceland! 

Download our free 
listings app - APPENING 

on the Apple and 
Android storesFilm

FILM

Ha�ð Bláa
The Blue Sea

restaurant with a view

483-1000 • hafidblaa.is  
5 minutes from Eyrarbakki 
at the Ölfusá bridge

483-3330 • raudahusid.is  
10 minutes from Selfoss
and Highway 1 in Eyrarbakki
open daily 11:30-22:00

Traveling the south coast or Golden Circle?
Reykjavík

Eyrarbakki
Ke�avík

International
Airport

Vík

Kristín and Helga going Westpho.is

We 
specialize 

in  
Asian 

Cuisine

Vietnamese Restaurant
➀ Laugavegur 27

➁ Suðurlandsbraut 8
Tel: 588 68 68

“Documentary 
making is a 

little bit like a 
badly paid ex-
treme sport.”

gpv.is/film
Share this + Archives

Organic bistro
EST 2006

Tryggvagata 11,Volcano house  
Tel:511-1118

Mon-Sun 12:00-21:00
www.fishandchips.is



Various Events

Friday May 18th

Rupaul’s Drag Race Viewing Party
20:00 Kiki Queer Bar

 House Of Strike
21:00 Húrra
Ghostbusters: Party Screening!
20:00 Bíó Paradís
John Cleese
19:30 Harpa

Saturday May 19th

How To Become Icelandic In 
60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
John Cleese
19:30 Harpa

 Isle Of Games 001
13:00 Iðnó

Sunday May 20th

Sunday Yoga
12:00 Loft
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
Lipsync Karaoke
21:00 Kiki Queer Bar
Party Bingo With Sigga Kling
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Movie Sundays: Radical Movie Club
19:00 Andrými
Family Day
11:00 Ásmundarsafn

Monday May 21th

Stand-up Comedy (in English!) 
21:00 Gaukurinn 

Tuesday May 22nd

Drink & Draw
20:00 Húrra

Wednesday May 23rd

Open-Mic Stand-up Comedy 
20:0 Gaukurinn
Rick & Morty Pub Quiz
20:00 Húrra
Pub Quiz
20:30 Iðnó
'The Goodiepal Equation' Screening
20:00 Mengi

Thursday May 24th

Open Yoga Session
18:00 Andrými
How To Become Icelandic In 
60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
'Artist Run' Premiere 
20:00 Gaukurinn

Roots & Wings
14:00 Veröld - hús Vigdísar

Friday May 25th

Rupaul’s Drag Race Viewing Party
20:00 Kiki Queer Bar
Life Drawing
19:50 ODDSSON
Pretty Woman: Party Screening!
20:00 Bíó Paradís
Roots & Wings
14:00 Veröld - hús Vigdísar

Saturday May 26th

 Roller Derby
14:30 Íþróttamiðstöð Álftaness
Jeff Dunham
21:00 Harpa
K-Von & Aaron Zarabi Stand-Up
21:00 Gaukurinn
Engi
15:00 Tjarnarbíó

Sunday May 27th

Sunday Yoga
12:00 Loft
Lipsync Karaoke
21:00 Kiki Queer Bar
Party Bingo With Sigga Kling
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
Icelandic Short Film Screenings
21:00 Kaffi Vínyl

Monday May 28th

Stand-up Comedy (in English!) 
21:00 Gaukurinn
Live Art Auction
18:00 Gallerí Fold

Wednesday May 30th

Swap Til You Drop! 
16:40 Loft
Nerd Nite
20:00 Stúdentakjallarinn
Open-Mic Stand-up Comedy 
20:0 Gaukurinn
Jon Kabat-Zinn
19:00 Harpa

Thursday May 31th

The Office Pub Quiz
19:00 Húrra
How To Become Icelandic In 
60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Drag-Súgur DRAG LAB
21:00 Gaukurinn

ART HOUSE CINEMA & CAFÉHAPPY HOUR 

5–7 PM Hverfisgata 54 • 101 Reykjavik • Iceland • ��� ���� • Full schedule at bioparadis.is 

 A wayward nine-year-old girl is sent to the countryside to 
work and mature, but finds herself instead deeply entan-
gled in a drama she can hardly grasp. Screened all summer 
long with English subtitles.

The Workshop (L'Atelier) new drama from director Lau-
rent Cantet (The Class) about a workshop for young 
writers. Screened with English subtitles.

A plover chick has not learned to fly when his family mi-
grates in the fall. He must survive the arctic winter, vicious 
enemies and himself in order to be reunited with his be-
loved one next spring. A great Icelandic family animation 

- shown in English!

A traumatized veteran, unafraid of violence, tracks 
down missing girls for a living. New thriller from direc-
tor Lynne Ramsay starring Joaquin Phoenix.

THE SWAN

THE WORKSHOP

PLOEY

YOU WERE NEVER REALLY 
HERE

You like puppets? Don't miss 'Engi' at Tjarnarbíó
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West-Iceland and to Vestmannaeyjar of the South coast. 

Book your trip on seatours.is

ÍSAFJÖRÐUR
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Illustration, poetry, music—there are 
few mediums that Ólöf Rún Benediks-
dóttir doesn’t dip her toe into. While 
she’s known primarily for her surreal-
ist art and equally unorthodox poetry, 
the young artist is also a jazz singer, DJ, 
and a co-organiser of Norðanpaunk and 
the Tjarnarslamm poetry slams. We sat 
down with the busy bee to find out the 
formative influences.

 

Natural sciences

I devour every docuseries, from David 
Attenborough to Carl Sagan's ‘Cosmos.’ 
I also take online courses in astrobiol-
ogy because it’s just so fascinating to 
muse about possible life forms on other 
planets. And cosmology. I almost don’t 
understand anything that’s going on in 
a cosmology documentary, but the uni-
verse is so fascinating; especially how 
stars are formed, and how they, in turn, 
create heavier elements that make the 
formation of rocky planets like our own 
possible. The fact that humans, or any 
complex multicellular organisms, ex-
ist seems to be such an absurd chance 
happening that I can almost believe 
there is some divine mind behind all of 
it. Almost. I just feel like if I understand 
the world, I will be happier. Also, how 
can you worry about things once you 
are aware of your status as a speck of 
dust on a rather small planet circling a 
mid-sized star in an infinite universe?

Kirkjubæjarklaustur 

I was raised in Kirkjubæjarklaus-
tur like a little wildling. My brother 
and I had some amount of structure 
but mostly went about our day how-
ever we pleased. I would read books, 
draw, or hang around the small for-
est in the hills behind our house and 
climb the rocks in the waterfall. The 
real world and the books I was reading 
would mix in my head and I remem-
ber having really vivid fantasies. For 
example, I was convinced that there 
was a portal to another dimension 
underneath a kerra that was near my 
home. From time to time I really need 
to take walks around wooded areas 
to calm down and get my thoughts in 
order. It gives me the energy to create.

‘Ghost In The Shell’ & ‘Æon Flux’ 

I love anime and cartoons. The colours, 
flat surfaces, defined outlines—it’s just 
so visually pleasing. Set something in 
a futuristic sci-fi world and I am sold. 
‘Ghost in the Shell’ is one of my favour-
ites. I like its philosophical take on 
what a soul is and what makes a hu-
man being. ‘Æon Flux’ is another. Peter 
Chung’s drawing captivates me as well 
as the strange storyline. You can really 
feel that they started off with aesthet-
ics and built the story around that.

Egon Schiele

Schiele's style was one of the first I fell 
absolutely in love with. His line is so 
fluent and he uses colour just to accen-
tuate lines and surfaces. I really love 
how twisted and strange his portray-
als of the human body are whilst still 
being absolutely believable. It's the 
same thing that drew me to ‘Æon Flux’ 
and I later found out that the creator, 
Peter Chung, was heavily influenced 
by Schiele.  

Norðanpaunk

Being a part of the Norðanpaunk com-
munity has really changed the way I 
create. The DIY attitude of not waiting 
for your chance to come but just going 
out there and making it happen is re-
ally empowering. You don’t need the 
proper funds, the proper means, you 
just throw yourself off a cliff and hope 
you land smoothly because you're never 
gonna be entirely ready anyways. Most 
of all I think the attitude of not need-
ing approval is a really healthy trait for 
creators.  

Schiele, DIY, And 
Interdimensional Portals With 

Ólöf Rún Benediktsdóttir
An inhabitant of the small blue dot

Ólöf Rún: interdimenional artist, poet and jazz singer

MAKING OF  
AN ARTIST

Words: Ólöf Rún 
Benediktsdóttir 

with Hannah Jane 
Cohen 

  
Photo: 

Art Bicnick 

Culture



A GUIDE THAT 
FUCKS YOU UP

A selection from 

Every  
Happy 
Hour 

in 101 Reykjavík

AMERICAN BAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 750 ISK, 
Wine 850 ISK.

APÓTEK
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 695 ISK, 
Wine 745 ISK.

BAR ANANAS
Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 1.600 
ISK.

BAZAAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 800 ISK, 
Wine 850 ISK.

BRASS KITCHEN 
AND BAR
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 800 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 2.000 
ISK.

BRAVÓ
Every day from 
11:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK.

BRYGGJAN 
BRUGGHÚS
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 950 ISK.

FORRÉTTABARINN
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.

GAUKURINN
Every day from 
14:00 to 21:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK,
Shots 750 ISK.

HLEMMUR 
SQUARE
Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK,
Cocktails 1.250 
ISK.

HÚRRA
Mon-Sat from 
18:00 to 21:00, 

Sunday from 
19:00 to 21:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.

ÍSLENSKI BARINN
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.

ÍSAFOLD 
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.

KAFFIBARINN
Every day from 
15:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine (On Wed.)  
700 ISK. 

KEX HOSTEL
Every day from 
15:00  to 19:00.
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 650 ISK.

KUMIKO
Every day from 
17:00  to 19:00.
Beer 850 ISK, 
Cocktails 1.700 
ISK.

LOFT
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK.

MARBAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 650 ISK.

PABLO DISCOBAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 1.500 
ISK.

PRIKIÐ
Weekdays from 
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 600 ISK.

PUBLIC HOUSE
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00, 
23:00 to 1:00.
Beer 890 ISK,
Wine 890 ISK.

RED CHILI
Sun-Thur 16:00 
to 18:00.
Fri-Sat 16:00 to 

18:00 and 21:00 
to 23:00
Beer 650 ISK,
Wine 650 ISK.

SÆTA SVÍNIÐ
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK.

SKY
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.

SKÚLI CRAFT BAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 850 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK. 

SÓLON BISTRO
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 2 for 1 
2,500 ISK. 

STOFAN CAFE
Every day from 
17:00 to 20:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 950 ISK.

SUSHI SOCIAL
Every day from 
17:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK, 
Half-priced 
cocktails.

EL SANTO
Week days from 
17:00 to 19:90, 

weekends from 
22:00 to 1:00
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK,
Cockails 1.745 
ISK.

TAPAS BARINN
Every day from 
17:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK.

STÚDENTA-
KJALLARINN
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 650 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK.

UPPSALIR
Every day from 
17:00 to 19:00.
2for1:  
Beer 900 ISK,
Wine 1.400 ISK,
Cocktails 2.090 
ISK.

VEÐUR
Every day from 
12:00 to 19:35.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.

ÖLSTOFAN
Every day from 
15:00 to 20:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.

SLIPPBARINN
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 500 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK.
Selected Cock-
tail 1.000 ISK.

Get the 
complete 

Happy Hour 
listings! 

Download 
our free app 
Appy Hour in 

the Apple and 
Android stores

  
Featured Happy Hour

 EGILL JACOBSEN 
Austurstræti 9 
15:00 to 19:00 
Beer 750 ISK 
Wine 550 ISK

Egill Jacobsen 
serves up a cosy 
environment with 
a great menu. 
Go for breakfast, 

lunch, dinner, or 
just happy hour 
from 15:00 to 
19:00. Note: This 
deal is a 2 for 1 
deal, which offers 
two large beers 
for 1,300 ISK and 
two house wines 
for 1,100 ISK. Wow!

PROBABLY THE WORLD’S SMALLEST WATCH MANUFACTURER

www.jswatch.com
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Quality Craft Beer

Aðalstræti 9  •  tel: +354 5196455  •  Facebook: Skuli Craft Bar
Sun - Thu 15:00 - 23:00  •  Fri - Sat 15:00 - 01:00

Laugavegi  28

537 99 00

sumac@sumac. is

sumac. is
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Trapped In A 
Narrative

New book on the Guðmundur and Geirfinnur 
case released in the UK 

Words: Björn Halldórsson   Photo: Sam Finney

For most Icelanders, the names 
Guðmundur and Geirfinnur have 
immediate connotations. In Janu-
ary and November of 1974, these 
two seemingly unconnected men 
vanished without a trace in and 
around Reykjavík, leading to specu-
lation and paranoia in the com-
munity that eventually lead to a 
notorious murder investigation 
and the conviction of six people. 
 Last year, a documentary on 
this haunting case, ‘Out of Thin 
Air,’ was released by the BBC and 
Netflix. Thus, the wider world was 
made aware of the bizarre case, 
and the tragic history of the six 
young people whose lives were 
so irrevocably altered when they 
signed confessions to the mur-
ders, after months of solitary 
confinement and interrogation.

A fascination that 
turned into an 

obsession
In March, a new book on the case 
was released by London-based 
journalist Anthony Adeane—one 
of the documentary’s major con-
tributors. In the book, which bears 
the same title as the documentary, 
Anthony lays out the history of the 
case as well as the unique societal 
circumstances surrounding what 
has been called the greatest miscar-
riage of justice in Icelandic history. 
 Anthony first became aware 
of the case through a BBC Radio 4 
programme and was immediately 
fascinated. “I couldn’t stop thinking 
about it,” he reminisces. “I read ev-
erything I could find about the case 
in English—which was very little at 
that point. I was mainly fascinated 
by how the psychology of those in-
volved ended up being mapped by 
this vast, complex criminal case, 
but the more I dug into it the more 
I became drawn to the story of how 
the suspects and their families 
have persisted in their attempts 
to overturn a historic injustice.”

Avoiding a single 
narrative

After pitching the documentary 
to a London production 
company, Anthony ended 
up working on the film 
for 3 years, travelling 
to Iceland to gather 
information and inter-
view those involved. 
His interviews with 
the suspects, in-
vestigators, and 
other relevant 
parties make up 
a large part of 
his narrative. 
 G e t t i n g 
the interview 
subjects to 
talk about 
the events of the 
much-disputed case was 
challenging. “I approached each 
interview as a learning experience,” 
Anthony explains. “We tried to 
speak to as many people as pos-
sible so that we did not make the 
same mistake as the investigators 
and get trapped in one narrative. I 
also made sure to ask a broad array 
of questions so that I could build up 
as many details and corroborating 
stories as possible. It was important 
to be wary of the different agendas 
people might have. Despite thou-
sands of pages of court documents, 
there are very few facts, and so peo-
ple’s prejudices can end up being 
the basis for their recollections.” 

Paranoia and public 
outcry

A major strength of 
the book is in how An-
thony sets the scene 
of Iceland’s society of 
the time, in a way that 
might be cumbersome within the 
documentary format. At the time, 
the mere idea of premeditated mur-
ders in Iceland seemed ridiculous, 
which accounts for some of the 

shock that the community expe-
rienced. However, one can only 
assume that the 70s zeitgeist—a 
fear of lingering modernity, and 
the corruption of youth—played a 
role in the societal backlash that 
the young suspects experienced. 
 Anthony points out that, as 
in other parts of the world, there 
was a somewhat illogical concern 
about drugs at the time, which was 
fueled by media coverage and the 
establishment of a specialist police 
drug unit. “All of this played a big 
role in how people responded to 
these kids,” Anthony says. “People 

thought that these kids must 
have done it because 

of the general 
whiff of crimi-

nality that sur-
rounded them, 

due to their in-
volvement in the 

Reyk jav í k d r ug 
scene. And once this 

conglomerate ma-
chine of parliament, 

media, police and 
public outcry was put 

into motion, there was 
no stopping it. It was just 

a matter of time before 
someone got ground into 

dust, which ended up being 
a vulnerable young mother 

and her ex-boyfriend, who the po-
lice had previous dealings with.”

The advantages of 
being an outsider

Stepping into an insular com-
munity like Iceland and asking 
questions about events that have 
haunted the national psyche for 
so long is a daunting task, but 
Anthony also discovered some 
advantage in his outsider stature. 
 “A lot of the people we inter-
viewed for the documentary said 
that they felt more comfortable 
talking to people who weren’t 
from Iceland,” he finishes. “They 
knew we wouldn’t have the same 
prejudices or biases as people 

who’d been famil-
iar with the case for 
decades. We always 
had Icelanders help-
ing us to navigate 

the story, but when many people 
have grown up with fixed ideas 
about what happened, coming 
in as an outsider can give you a 
fresh perspective.”  

gpv.is/lit
Share this + Archives

Anthony Adeane, confessing

THE HOME
OF ICELANDIC

SEAFOOD
AND LAMB

APOTEK Kitchen+Bar is a casual-smart
restaurant located in one of Reykjavíks

most historical buildings.
 We specialize in fresh seafood

and local ingredients 
prepared with a modern twist. 

APOTEK KITCHEN+BAR           Austurstræti 16          101 Reykjavík       apotek.is          
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Wearing: 
 ▶  Nike Special Field Air Force Ones
 ▶ Maharishi snow pants
 ▶ Moschino bomber jacket 
 ▶ Merch shirt from La Goony Chonga
 ▶ Swarovski necklace
 ▶ Comme Des Garçons belt. It’s not mine, I 

borrowed it from my friend
 ▶ Monster belt buckles on shoes from 

Partýbúðin
 ▶ Gucci glasses 

Describe your style in 5 words: 
Variable, experimental, I can do colourful 
but also not colourful, it changes a lot. 
Androgynous sometimes. Is that enough? 

Favourite stores in Reykjavík: 
It’s hard because I do pretty much all my 
shopping online, but I guess I’d say Fata-
markaðurinn. I’ve gone there a few times 
but mostly I shop online. 

Favourite piece: 
Probably my orange Haculla hoodie. I 
pretty much wear that every day when I go 
to school. 

Least Favourite Trend: 
Probably when camo pants went a little bit 
too crazy. I like a classic camo and people 
still wear that and look really good, but I 
think the whole camo thing went complete-
ly out of hand. The colourful camos, some of 
them look cool, but when everyone is wear-
ing it… I mean I have some camo pants, but I 
think it got a little too big. 
 Another trend I hate is buying things 
only for the brand. I mean, I have done that 
myself a couple of times, but I try not to 
anymore. If you buy something just for the 
brand, there’s no personal expression. 

Lusting After: 
I like to shop for merch and I am really 
interested in nu-metal right now, so I’m 
looking for old limited edition Limp Bizkit, 
Korn, Kitties, that kind of stuff. Obscure old 
merch. 

Fancies is a Grapevine segment  
where we highlight an individual with 
supreme style. Know someone with 
incredible aesthetics? E-mail us at
grapevine@grapevine.is.

Dagur Lauzon Þorfinnsson  
(18) is a student at MH.

FANCIES is a feature in which we get to know how Reykjavík's 
most fashion-forward figures think about style.

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen   Photo: Art Bicnick

Hafnarstræti 1–3 / Tel. 555 2900 / saetasvinid.is

ICELANDIC GASTROPUB

LOCAL
FOOD AND BEER

Tasty and fun food made with fresh and local Icelandic ingredients.

We o�er a unique selection of Icelandic beer – 20 bottled, 10 on draft,
and artisan cocktails to enjoy alongside the food.

Open 11:30–23:30 

Drop by for lunch, late lunch, dinner or drinks in a casual and fun atmosphere.



Grandi Mathöll: In 
The Arms Of The Sea

A new food hall is setting sail this summer 
Words: Björn Teitsson   Photo: Art Bicnick

The Reykjavík restaurant scene is 
going through a paradigm shift. 
Until recently, most of the restau-
rants in the Greater Reykjavík met-
ropolitan area were heavily con-
centrated in the city’s downtown 
centre. Now, the downtown area it-
self is stretching, with new up and 
coming neighbour-
hoods expanding in 
both directions. 
 One of the cata-
lysts for the east-
w a rd s ex pa n sion 
was the revolution-
ary opening of the 
Hlemmur Mathöll 
food hall, opened in 
an old bus station just 
over the line of the 105 postcode. At 
the other extreme of Reykjavík 101 
is Grandi, a concrete harbour and 
industrial area, which is stretching 
this area to the west. Lo and behold, 
a new food hall has appeared on 
the horizon, in the shape of Grandi 
Mathöll.

Quality at a fair price
Reykjavík foodies have been debat-
ing restaurant prices for as long as 
there have been foodies. Or restau-
rants. One of the main elements 

steering the prices higher than the 
Arctic Circle is the ever-increasing 
value of downtown Reykjavík real 
estate. High rent forces restaura-
teurs to jack up their rates, thus 
passing the cost on to customers. 
 Hlemmur Mathöll, and soon 
Grandi Mathöll, have changed 

the game. “The fact 
is that we’re just 
on the edge of the 
downtown area, but 
still close enough 
for people to come 
walking through, 
gives us an advan-
tage,” says Franz 
Gun narsson, the 
events and market-

ing manager of Grandi Mathöll. 
“As a street food hall, the vendors 
will be able to price their delicious 
offerings reasonably, which is im-
portant to the nature of such halls.”

Diversity on the Costa 
del Reykjavík

Grandi Mathöll offers quite lit-
eral harbourside dining. An out-
door seating area is planned for 
the southern area, which will be 
perfect on sunny days. Guests can 
stroll around, or sit watching ships 

come in, all whilst enjoying deli-
cious treats. 
 The seaside location is a focal 
point—but there’ll be much more 
to see, says Franz. He enthusiasti-
cally talks through the vendors, 
from a wine bar, to Vietnamese 
and Korean restaurants, to the 
Rabbarbarinn fruit and veg stall, 
and a pop-up spot for new inno-
vations. “There’ll also be meat on 
offer at Fjárhúsið, supplied by Dan-
iel Hannesson from Þistilfjordur,” 
he continues. “Then, Gastro Truck 
will offer high end street food. And 
the sea will be represented, for 
sure—Fusion Fish and Chips are 
on hand, oysters will be available, 
and a salmon and champagne bar 
called Lax is exciting , too.”

The perfect date
The new development is set to open 
very soon, on June 1st—during the 
Icelandic Festival of the Sea, quite 
appropriately. “It’s been a dream of 
ours to put this in place for quite 
some time,” says Franz. “Things 
are still a bit rustic, but we’re get-
ting there. To be able to open dur-
ing the Festival of the Sea will be 
a perfect time to introduce our-
selves to the people of Reykjavík, 
locals and travelling visitors from 
all over.” 
 A musician himself, Franz 
hasn’t forgotten the stage. “We 
will produce concerts, stand-up 
comedy, pub quizzes, and more,” 
he finishes. “Grandi Mathöll will 
offer food and leisure, at the per-
fect location by the harbour. It’ll 
be the full embrace of Reykjavík 
as a city. 

Find the best 
food in Iceland!

Download our 
free dining 

app, CRAVING on 
the Apple and 

Android stores

R E S T A U R A N T

w  w  w  .  b  a  n  t  h  a  i  .  i  s

Laugavegur 130, Hlemmur, 105 Reykjavík  Tel : 6 9 2 -  0 5 6 4,   55 - 22 - 444

----------------------------

BanThai
B E S T   T H A I   F O O D  2 0 1 7

a l s o   b e s t  :  2 0  0  9,  2 0 1 0,  2 0 1 1,  2 0 1 2,  2 0 1 3,  2 0 1 4,  2 0 1 5   a n d   2 0 1 6

M A N Y    A W A R D S

Always been the best from the reviews
in our local people and local newspaper.

There's a reason why we get an award
every once a year
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FISH panS 

icelandic "plokkfiskur"  
Onion, garlic, potatoes,
celery, lime, white wine, 

cream and butter 
1,950 isk

 
arcTic cHar  

Honey, almonds, cherry–
tomatoes, lemon and butter

2,200 isk

redfisH 
Chili, celery root, sour cream, 

corn, lemon and cream
2,200 isk

plaice  
Tomatoes, capers, parsley,  

lemon and butter
2,200 isk

salmon (lacTose–free)
Parsnip, broccoli, cashews,  

coconut oil, chili and lemon
2,200 isk

our fisH pans are always served
wiTH buTTer–fried icelandic

poTaToes & fresH salad

any pans
for

luncH?

lækjargaTa 6b, 101 rvk · 546 0095 · messinn@messinn.com

Grandi Mathöll: in the hands of Franz

“Grandi 
Mathöll will 
be the full 

embrace of 
Reykjavík as a 

city.”

Food



 

Back To School 
Comfort food and fun times at 

Stúdentakjallarinn
Words: Shruthi Basappa   Photo: Art Bicnick

Universities are known for many 
things—sports, arts, academics, 
meeting report deadlines, and, of 
course, great drinking binges. A 
lot of the latter tends to take place 
at the student bar, and the Univer-
sity of Iceland caters to this time 
honoured tradition splendidly at 
Stúdentakjallarinn.
 Housed in the basement of its 
most recent campus addition, the 
bar is modelled along the lines of 
an American bar—or perhaps this 
is just the unspoken design code 
of student bars worldwide. There 
are dark, comfy couches, a large 
screen, seating aplenty, and the air 
is thick with the smell of beer and 
nachos. 

Hangry and shameless
Stúdentakjallarinn is open every 
day, and at university lunch hour, 
be prepared to wade through a 
sea of students, professors and 
off-the-street plebs like me look-
ing for a steal. My partner and I 
patiently waited to place and pay 
for our orders, watching ‘Anchor-
man’ playing on mute on the big 
screen. Hangry and shameless I 
ordered the these-came-out-of-
a freezer-pack dish of coconut 
shrimp (1,590 ISK), tortilla pizza 
with Parma ham (1,590 ISK) and 
the cellar burger (1,490 ISK). 

 
The shrimps are deep fried and 
come with a swimming bowl of 
wakame. Talk about assuaging 
guilt over fat. I’ve enjoyed the torti-
lla pizza on several occasions, and 
their popularity is well deserved—
the portions are massive, the top-
pings generous and all sense of 
established food 
o r d e r  t h r o w n 
out the window 
(guac on a torti-
lla pizza? Sign me 
up!). Many end up 
with leftovers—a 
win-win, in my 
book! All around 
us, nacho moun-
tains were being 
demolished with 
g usto, burgers 
chomped down, and the beer was 
free flowing, even on a weekday 
afternoon. 

Shitbroke Friday
Where Stúdentakjallarinn really 
shines is in its regular events and 
spunky regular offers—Shitbroke 
Friday, anyone? I have a soft spot 
for their Nerd Nights, the most 
recent one bringing together the 
cosmos, love, and the history of 
yo-yoing, because.. why not? 
 Surprisingly for a student bar 
joint, Stúdentakjallarinn is also 

strangely family and child-friend-
ly. After lunch hour and early 
evening, it tends to be quite laid 
back—a perfect opportunity for 
younger patrons to catch a bite, 
their parents to catch a breath or 
watch a Sunday screening. 

Awash with nostalgia
Those with a valid student card 
can really put all those beer offers 
to good use. Beers are priced at 
590 ISK, a steal by any measure. 
For alums who’ve long graduated, 
this year the Student Union—
which runs Stúdentakjallarinn—

is turning fifty. 
Fittingly, they’re 
offering birth-
day beers for 50 
ISK on every last 
Monday of the 
month. Whether 
it’s a celebration 
of perfect test 
scores or drown-
ing your sorrows 
af ter fai l ing a 
c l a s s ,  t h e r e ’s 

enough beer, music and movies 
for everyone. 
 My partner and I ate our meal 
in silence, eavesdropping on the 
conversations around us about 
tough professors, the origins of 
their grandmothers’ names, argu-
ments over the best interpretation 
of assignments, and side-eyeing 
the class crush. It was a true en-
capsulation of universities being 
a world unto themselves, and we 
walked out awash with nostalgia. 

1 0 1  Ó Ð I N S T O R G  R E Y K J A V Í K  Í S L A N D  S N A P S B I S T R O . I S
s n a p s b i s t r o @ s n a p s b i s t r o . i s  + 3 5 4  5 1 1 6 6 7 7

F R E N C H  O N I O N  S O U P
I c e l a n d i c  Í s b ú i  c h e e s e ,  c r o û t o n s

2 . 3 0 0 . k r

M O U L E S  M A R I N I È R E S
s t e a m e d  m u s s e l s  f r o m  B r e i ð a f j ö r ð u r

2 . 4 0 0 . k r

F I S H  O F  T H E  D A Y
c h e f ´ s  s p e c i a l

3 . 8 0 0 . k r

E s t .  2 0 1 2R e y k j a v i k
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Tortilla pizza: it's a thing

“The portions are 
massive, the top-
pings generous, 
and all sense of 

established food 
order thrown out 

the window.”



In 1871, the famed poet and social-
ist William Morris decided to leave 
London behind for what the English 
then considered simply ‘the edge of 
the map.’ Morris and a few comrades 
packed their bags, caught a train, and 
set out for Iceland.
 In his now-famous travel diary, 
he notes that, if we travel to escape 
ourselves, we find it difficult to leave 
ourselves behind. This is especially 
true of the British. Upon his arrival 
in Reykjavík, Morris encountered a 
fellow Englishman who, after three 
weeks sailing to get there, wandered 
around downtown in the rain and then 
took the next boat back to England. 
 I, too, am guilty of this. Despite 
having visited the country eight times 
in five years, I’ve never travelled north 
of Bifröst or east of Jökulsárlón. Be-
cause in Iceland, the car is king, and 
without wheels, I found it hard to leave 
Reykjavík.
 Not this time. This time, I would go 
beyond cars. 

All aboard the 57 
When the Stræto 57 bus to Akureyri 
rolls into Mjódd, its majesty is near-
blinding. Big, yellow, and blue in all 
the right places: now this is a BUS, 

here to eclipse you with its massive 
headlights and its all-caps. The Stræto 
#57 is a beast, ready to huff and puff 
you to Akranes and beyond. 
 It is also glacially slow. Serving as 
a public ‘country bus,’ it takes six and 
a half hours to get to Akureyri, ver-
sus four hours by car. This makes for 
an authentic cultural experience, in 
which one can witness firsthand pre-
cisely how unimpressed locals are by 
the jaw-dropping landscapes outside 
the windows.
 Without needing to pay attention to 
the road, though, one can lose oneself 
as a passenger in the land. The lava 
fields steer you effortlessly towards 
those distant mountains, growing 
ever closer until finally, the fjords rise 
up around you. 

Four legs good,  
two legs bad

It’s hard to see how anyone could 
have ever survived on this island be-
fore cars—and without horses, they 
wouldn’t have. Before the roads and 
engines took over, Iceland was con-
quered by horses. They’re still one of 
the more reliable modes of transport 
available today, capable of traversing 
the terrain better than any 4x4. 

 

Our crisp morning ride through the 
valley surrounding Akureyri is the 
polar opposite of the bus journey. You 
become a rider instead of a passenger, 
navigating the land in dialogue with 
another sentient being. In my case, it’s 
a wobbly dialogue.  
 “I’ve been riding Icelandic hors-
es for years,” says Elena, our guide. 
“They’re pretty… special.” A lifelong 
horserider, she moved here from Ger-
many to work for Hestaleigan Kátur, a 
horseback tour company based in the 
valley by Akureyri. 
 Elena explains that the horses share 
an important connection with the 
land, and that their riders follow them 
through the seasons. Every Autumn, 
Elena packs beers into her saddlesack 
and joins 3,000 other riders for the 
annual Laufskálarétt round-up—by all 
accounts, a rather debaucherous week-
end spent rounding up herds of wild 
horses from their Highland pastures, 
and one I am resolutely unqualified to 
ever participate in.

Miami ice
Settled in the 9th century, Akureyri 
is built around the natural harbour at 
the end of Eyjafjörður. With 60km of 
water, the fjord is vast, lined by moun-

tains that run all the way to the ocean. 
It‘s exactly the kind of place that is 
begging to be sliced up by a speedboat.
 The express tour, with local guides 
Elding Whale Watching Akureyri, 
gives you the opportunity to do exactly 
that. Steered by Iceland‘s first female 
whale-watching captain, the Sólfar is 
a small, high-speed RIB boat designed 
specifically to get up close and person-
al with the local whale and cetacean 
population. Encounters with hump-
backs and porpoises are frequent, 
while minke and even blue whales are 
known to swing by on occasion. 
 The boat shoots towards the mouth 
of the fjord like a bullet, riding over 
the waves. When we’re far enough out, 
the engine is switched off, and we fall 
into searching silence. A flash of a fin 

“With a roar of the 
engine, we race 
down into the rift 
valley, kicking up 
clouds of black 
dust in our wake.”

Travel

Distance  
from Reykjavík: 

380 km  

Bus trip  
provided by:

straeto.is

Whale trip 
provided by:

elding.is

Horse trip 
provided by:
hestaleiga.is

Bike trip  
provided by:

amazingnorth.is

How to get there: 
Bus 57, or drive 

Route One North
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The North Iceland 
Pentathlon

Where we’re going, we don’t need roads

Words & Photos: Ciarán Daly

A whale makes a celebrity appearance

SPRING 
SPECIAL

On all day tours in 
May with Icelandic 
Mountain Guides 

+354 587 9999 · info@mountainguides.is · mountainguides.is 

Valid on all departures 
in May 2018 
Book your tour online 
or at the nearest booking
and information office.



turns out to be a wave in the cor-
ner of my eye. It‘s a waiting game, 
until finally...

Training wheels off
They say that progress should have 
stopped when man invented the 
bicycle. They’ve clearly never fall-
en off a fat bike into a snowdrift.
 Situated between Lake My-
vatn and the geothermal area of 
Hverir, Reykjahlíð—population 
300—boasts the infrastructure of 
a much larger town. Along with 
several hotels, a school, nature 
baths, and a municipal pool, the 
villagers rarely get bored. That’s 
partly thanks to the presence of 
tour groups like Myvatn Activity, 
who in their own words, get to “do 
all the fun stuff.” 
 The fun stuff, it turns out, 
includes ‘fat bikes’. These are 
mountain bikes with wide tyres 
and reinforced frames, specially 
constructed with the goal of al-
lowing riders to basically cycle 
over anything. Once in the saddle, 
our guide Ragnar leads us through 
the nearby lava fields—home to 
an underground bakery, the My-
vatn Nature Baths, and Iceland’s 
first geothermal power generator. 
Pointing toward the lineage of 
saunas and steam baths, Ragnar 
explains that without geothermal 
power it would be “impossible” to 
live here. 
 The fat bikes handle the black, 
steaming terrain with ease, but 
on the way back, an overambitious 
move sends me head-over-heels 
into a snowdrift. “Are you okay?” 
asks Ragnar, laughing. “Good 

thing we got you to sign those li-
ability forms.” 

Final flight:  
chariots of fire 

“If you’ve driven a car before, it’s 
more or less the same thing,” 
says Dori of Amazing North as he 
hands me the keys to a bright red, 
Mad Max-style monstrosity. With 
a roar of the engine, we race down 
into the rift valley, kicking up 
clouds of black dust in our wake. 
 Life without a car can make 
you feel powerless in this land-
scape. As you venture deeper and 
deeper into the volcanic ridge that 
stretches 60km from the ocean, 
through Myvatn, and into the 
Highlands, a 4x4 dune buggy gives 
you an acute power over the land. 
Behind the wheel, nothing can 
best you. 
 The motorcar is, and perhaps 
always will be, the undisputed 
king of this island. It’s with this 
bittersweet sense of scale and 
freedom that my pentathlon 
across the North came to a jud-
dering halt. 
 On his homeward train jour-
ney, Morris remarked on ‘what a 
little way it is’ from Edinburgh 
to London. “I thought the houses 
and the horses looked so dispro-
portionately big for the landscape 
that it all looked like a scene at a 
theatre.” As I roll along the rails 
back to London, like Morris, all I 
feel is a sense of disproportion. 

Release the buggies

Biking through the wilderness

Horses don't get flat tyres

gpv.is/travel
Follow all our travels

RESTAURANT- BAR

8.690 kr.

Vesturgata 3B | 101 Reykjavík | Tel: 551 2344 | www.tapas.is

Taste the
best of Iceland

ICELANDIC GOURMET FEAST 
Starts with a shot of the infamous Icelandic 
spirit Brennívín

Followed by 7 delicious tapas 
• Smoked puffin with blueberry“brennivín” sauce

• Icelandic Arctic Charr with peppers-salsa

• Lobster tails baked in garlic

• Pan-fried line caught blue ling with lobster-sauce

• Grilled Icelandic lamb Samfaina

• Minke Whale with cranberry-sauce

And for dessert 
• White chocolate "Skyr" mousse with passion    
 fruit coulis

late night dining
Our kitchen is open
until 23:30 on weekdays
and 01:00 on weekends

Main sponsor:
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Around 200 kilometres from Reyk-
javík, somewhere near Kleifar on 
Route 60, the rolling landscape of 
western Iceland starts to change. 
After speeding through the hopeful 
springtime farmland of Borgarfjörður 
and Hvammsfjörður and over the Gils-
fjörður land bridge, the green-tinged 
land fades into autumnal expanses 
of umber and maroon shrubbery and 
shivering copses of reddish trees. 
Open fields become wild, barren 
heaths, rough hills, and stretches 
of broken, islet-littered shoreline by 
steep, eroded mountainside; well-kept 
farm buildings give way to careworn 
farmsteads and rusty barns, and the 
few gas stations we pass seem weath-
er-beaten and forlorn. As we enter the 
Westfjords, there’s a palpable shift in 
atmosphere. 
 The Westfjords have historically 
been a genuinely remote region of 
Iceland. Until the 1950s, the Vestf-
jarðarvegur road ended somewhere 

around the Reykhólar peninsula—
travelling to there meant a voyage by 
boat, with some southern Westfjord-
ians having to sail to the tiny island 
of Flatey to buy everyday items in the 
general store. All-but disconnected 
from the rest of the country, the re-
gion developed a distinctive local cul-
ture of proud and fierce independence 
that survives to this day. 

Shall not pass
Even now, the road isn’t easy. The 
narrow paved road of Route 60 often 
gives way to sections of potholed dirt 
track that curve through long, pre-
cipitous fjords, and over mountain 
passes that are still snowbound in 
a still-blustery May. At the highest 
points, fierce winds whip the fresh, 
powdery snow over the road, creat-
ing treacherous snowdrifts. We crawl 
past a jackknifed articulated truck, 
and shortly after we’re waved past a 

Mercedes stranded in a snowbank as 
the stoically smiling driver organises 
his rescue by cellphone.
 The fishing town of Patreksfjörður 
sits nestled in the fjord of the same 
name, perched on a narrow shelf of 
land between the mountainside and 
the water. There’s not a soul to be seen 
as we pass the pool, police station, a 
diner, and a shop, and pull up at the 
Fosshotel Westfjords. Weary from the 
long road, we’re the last to arrive at the 
restaurant. We take in the view as we 
eat, wordless and exhausted, drinking 
a cold beer and gazing through the 
spitting sleet as the sky slowly starts 
to darken over the wetly flapping Fos-
shotel flags, the steely ocean, and the 
huge, snow-streaked mountains be-
yond.

Croaks, chirps & trills
Patreksfjörður is one of three towns 
in this region of the lower Westfjords, 

Distance from  
Reykjavík:  

392 km

Car provided by: 
gocarrental.is

Accommodation 
provided by:

fosshotel.is

How to get there:
Drive Route One 

North, then Routes 
60, 62 & 63

“The vast, 
textured 
mountains 
appear 
and vanish 
through 
fast mov-
ing bands 
of rain and 
sleet.”

Another 
Iceland

Spring snowstorms in the wild Westfjords

Words: John Rogers   Photos: Timothée Lambrecq 

Where'd that view go?

Put your feet up
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and in the morning, we set out to 
explore the other two. The sea-
son seems to be having an identity 
crisis, with the weather cycling 
quickly between bright sunshine, 
violent hail, rain, and snowfall, 
sometimes in the same minute. 
 We arrive in Tálknafjörður in 
a bright moment. It’s a tiny, quiet 
town with a modern church over-
looking the few rows of houses. 
A recently-built self-service fish 
shop still smells of sawdust and 
hasn’t yet been stocked; just 
behind, a seaside path has an 
information board about local 
wildlife. As I read about seals, ei-
der ducks and falcons, I realise 
there’s not a sound to be heard 
other than the rhythmic wash of 
the tide, and the croaks, chirps 
and trills of the manifold sea-
birds that line the shore.

 The nearby forest behind the 
town pool has a tempting path 
leading up the hill and under 
the tree canopy. As large, fluffy 
snowflakes begin to fall, we take a 
short hike into the tunnel of knot-
ty green branches. The trail leads 
past hidden away picnic benches 
and occasional viewpoints look-
ing out over the fjord, which is by 
now barely visible now through a 
sheet of slow-motion snowfall.

Puddle and pool
A few kilometres along the fjord’s 
peninsula there’s a bathing spot 
called Pollurinn, or “The Puddle.” 
It turns out to be a set of three 
well-kept concrete hotpots with 
geothermal water piped in from 
a nearby hot spring. After chang-
ing in the recently renovated 

wooden changing room, I slide 
into the silky water of the hot-
test pot. It feels about 43°C, and as 
my car-cramped muscles slowly 
relax, I watch the vast, textured 
mountains appear and vanish 
through fast-moving bands of 
rain and sleet.
 Over the next mountain pass 
lies Bildudalur, a former mer-
chant town that’s now home to 
200 or so people. The old store 
has been repurposed to include 
a bodega bar, with beer pumps by 
the till and a backroom café serv-
ing plates of hot and steaming 
fish ‘n’ chips. A nearby museum 
dedicated to centuries of multi-
farious sea monster sightings in 
Árnafjörður is still closed at the 
tail end of the off-season, so we 
decide to press on.

A glimpse of sun
We loop back towards Patreks-
fjörður via Reykjarfjarðarsund-
laug, a dreamlike bathing spot in 
the middle of an obscure, almost 
uninhabited fjord. It’s too tempt-
ing to ignore, and we spend a 
blissful half hour swimming in 
the lukewarm swimming pool and 
basking in the nearby rock-lined 
hot pot, overlooking the fjord in 
the warm spring sunshine.
 Even with a couple of days to 
drive around, the trip feels too 
short to fully explore the fjords 
and villages of the southern West-
fjords. This sparsely populated 
region feels like another Iceland, 
and I’m left keenly aware of the 
turnings not taken, and how 
much more there is still to dis-
cover. 

Westfjords: missing a memo about Spring

List of licenced Tour 
Operators and Travel 
Agencies on:  

visiticeland.com

Licensing and
registration of travel-
related services
The Icelandic Tourist Board issues licences to tour operators and travel agents, 
as well as issuing registration to booking services and information centres.

Tour operators and travel agents are required to use a special logo approved 
by the Icelandic Tourist Board on all their advertisements and on their Internet 
website.

Booking services and information centres are entitled to use a Tourist 
Board logo on all their material. The logos below are recognised by the 
Icelandic Tourist Board.

Make birdwatching great again



Travel

The best of Icelandic produce 

with a nod to Japan and South 

America. Modern Icelandic 

flavours, share plates and award 

winning cocktails.

Sushi Social
Þingholtsstræti 5 • 101 Reykjavík

Tel. 568 6600 • sushisocial.is

Our kitchen is open
17.00–23.00 sun.–thu.
17.00–24.00 fri.–sat.

SOCIALIZE
WITH THE
LOCALS

ICELANDIC
SEAFOOD
makes world’s best sushi 

Tucked away from the shores of 
the south coast, the tiny village of 
Kirkjubæjarklaustur rests beneath 
a rocky belt of flat mountains, sur-
rounded by flourishing trees and a 
handful of farms. Although it’s lo-
cated on the Ring Road, Kirkjubæ-
jarklaustur has never quite gained 
the status of being a destination 
in itself, but with its charming 
atmosphere and several natural 
wonders in the vicinity, it’s more 
than worth a visit.

Stay: Hotel Laki
This large establishment just 
outside of Kirkjubæjarklaustur is 
the perfect spot for a relaxing get-
away, no matter the season. The 
rooms are minimal, but large and 
clean, with an idyllic view over the 
silent countryside. If you feel like 
distancing yourself even further 
from civilisation, Hotel Laki also 
offers well-appointed mini apart-
ments.

Eat: Systrakaffi 
Restaurant

The eponym of rustic décor, Sys-
trakaffi is your typically charming 
country restaurant with lovely ser-
vice and a patio to enjoy the sum-
mer sun. Their fairly priced menu 
offers anything from fish and meat 

to delicious homemade cakes, but 
the real star of the show is their 
lush ostapizza (“cheese pizza”). 
Whatever you do, however, don’t 
ask for the wifi password—they’ll 
say, “just talk to your travel part-
ners and you’ll be fine.”

Walk: Systrafoss 
Waterfall

You can see Systrafoss from the 
road as you’re driving towards 
the village—a white stream of 
water streaming down the cliffs, 
just behind a small forest. Should 
you want to go for a short walk, it 
doesn’t take much time nor effort 
to walk to the waterfall and enjoy 
its beauty. You could also hike to 
the top, where there’s a beautiful 
lake.

Swim: Sundlaug 
Kirkjubæjarklaustur 

Every town in Iceland boasts a 
lovely, naturally-heated swim-
ming pool, and Kirkjubæjarklaus-
tur is no exception. Sit in one of 
the brand new tubs and enjoy the 
view of the nearby waterfall and 
the black river flowing south as 
you soak your stress away and pon-
der the meaning of the universe.

Hike: Fjaðrárgljúfur 
Canyon

There are many ways to enjoy the 
majestic Fjaðrárgljúfur Canyon. 
You could follow the serpentine 
course of Fjaðrá river through 
the unspoilt nature of the can-
yon between beautiful waterfalls 
and large rock formations. Or 
you could follow the wooden path 
along the outer rim, and marvel at 
its otherworldly beauty right from 
above. Either way, you’ll be amazed 
by this gem of nature. It’s the stuff 
of dreams.

Visit: Laki Craters 
If you don’t have a 4x4 don’t even 
attempt to drive along the rocky 
road to this unusual landscape. If 
you have rented a Jeep, however, 
or purchased a guided tour, you’ll 
be struck by the bizarre lava struc-
tures formed during the eruption 
of the Laki volcano. This chain 
of snow-stained craters rests in 
the largest lava field found in Eu-
rope, completely devoid of trees or 
walking trails, in a landscape that 
seems more like a foreign planet 
than Earth. 

Kirkju
bæjar
klaustur
A hidden beauty between  
the ash plains and the sea

Words: Alice Demurtas   Photos: Art Bicnick

Distance from Reykjavík: 250 km
How to get there:  Route One South, all the way 
Car provided by: gocarrental.is
Acommidation provided by: hotellaki.is



We look forward to seeing 
you at one of our events!

See full line up at
centerhotels.com/centertainment_events

Centerhotels are offering a line 
up of fun events this summer,     
a little something we like to call 

CENTERTAINMENT

MAY

3
Jazz In The GardenCENTERHOTEL

MIÐGARÐUR
18:00-20:00

Free admission, extended Happy Hour and 
other drink/food offers

MAY

10
Some Public Holiday 

ICELAND
00:00-23:59

It happens every year, some days after 
Easter... WOHOO! DAY OFF!

MAY

17
Jazz In The GardenCENTERHOTEL

MIÐGARÐUR
18:00-20:00

Free admission, extended Happy Hour and 
other drink/food offers

MAY

17
Art Exhibit Opening Night 
Artist: Úlfar Örn Valdimarsson

CENTERHOTEL
ÞINGHOLT 
17:00-19:00 Enjoy beautiful paintings with a blend 

of realism and abstraction

MAY

24
Jörgensen Wine Tasting - 3.900 ISK CENTERHOTEL

MIÐGARÐUR
18:00-19:00

Limited seating capacity is available so book 
your seat in time at: bit.ly/vinsmokkun

MAY

31
Fokus Group - Vocal GroupCENTERHOTEL

MIÐGARÐUR
19:30-21:00

Free admission, extended Happy Hour and 
other drink/food offers

 May EVENTS

 
Island Life

Hot news from the cold Icelandic countryside

Words: Paul Fontaine

Best Of Iceland
A selection of winners from our Best Of Iceland travel magazine

The tiny East Iceland village of Vopnafjörður 
made headlines when their bookkeeping 

brought to light that they have a surplus of 
about 100 million ISK. There isn’t any great se-

cret to their success; 
they simply paid 

down their debts 
and cut costs. No 

word yet how 
they’re going 

to spend 
all that 

loot, but if 
they give 

everyone in 
the village 

an equal 
share... well, 
they’d prob-

ably be really 
well off.

Westfjords news service Bæja-
rins Besta has happily reported 
that the Arctic tern has returned 
to Arnarfjörður. Why this is cause 
for celebration is any-
one’s guess. These 
little shits are 
some mean bas-
tards who will 
shriek and 
divebomb 
at you if 
you get any-
where near their 
invariably gigantic 
nesting 
grounds. 
In fairness, 
though, you’d be 
pretty cranky too if you 
travelled all the way 
from Antarctica using 
only your arms.

Rejoice! Reykjadalur is open again! Conditionally, though: there will be rangers on hand to ensure people stay on the 
walking paths, so that the region can more fully recover from all the foot traffic it has had to endure, which prompted its 

closing at the end of last March. Be kind to our sites of natural wonder, folks!
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South: Best Bathing 
Spot - Seljavallalaug

This barely serviced pool is in a 
wild valley with natural hot wa-
ter, built right into the mountain-
side. It’s a wildly unique Icelandic 
moment. Be warned, there are no 
facilities, and it gets crowded in 
the summer these days, but go late 
on a glorious bright summer night 
and it can't be beat. “Just look at 
the location – mountain babes ev-
erywhere!” said the panel.   

West: Best Hotel 
Hótel Búðir 

Hótel Búðir’s picturesque sur-
roundings will take your breath 
away. You’ll find sand dune walks, 
coastal hikes, a local runic store 
and a historic church in the im-
mediate vicinity. The luxurious 
interior boasts a vintage feel, and 
a standout restaurant in the re-
gion. It's a fantastic retreat, espe-
cially after a day of hiking and ad-
venturing around Snæfellsjökull.

Westfjords: Best Meal  
Tjöruhúsið

Housed in an 18th-century fishing 
house, Tjöruhúsið has communal 
tables, wooden ceilings, and the 
best fish in the country. Every few 
minutes, a new pan of fish appears 
at the buffet. The fish is fresh, and 
they have classic or internationally-
inspired dishes like creamy haddock 
with grapes and peanut satay. It’s 
pricey, but think of it as three meals. 
You’ll eat that much anyway.  



ArtisAn BAkery
& Coffee House
Open everyday 6.30 - 21.00

Laugavegur 36 · 101 reykjavik  

LIFE IN PICTURES 

Reykjavík 
Catwalk 
Text: Phil Uwe Widiger   Photos: Timothée Lambrecq

If you’ve ever roamed the 
streets of Reykjavík, there's 
you'll certainly have encoun-
tered one or more of the 
furry beasts that infest basi-
cally the whole of downtown. 
Yep: we're talking about cats. 
They're always watching, 
purring, accepting the kind-
ness of strangers, and then 
ignoring them when they 
feel like it. And yet, Iceland-

ers love them. Reykjavík even 
has its own café dedicated to 
cats. Why? Because Iceland-
ers are lazy and don’t want to 
take out their dog ten times a 
day? Who knows.
 Anyhow, our photogra-
pher Timothée went on a 
stroll through Reykjavík to 
capture the most common 
pet of Reykjavík in its natu-
ral habitat. Enjoy.

Cat vs. parking ticket machine stand off

“Rawwwwrrrr”

All cats are in the Illuminati

Awww, what a fluffy ca... Wait, what?

“Don’t move, don’t move...”

A spring cleaning session



All cats be like: "I may be grumpy but  
I am still  gorgeous."

“Yo bro, whatcha lookin’ at?”“If it fits, I sits.”

“It feels like I’m being watched…”

Open daily 09:00 - 21:00

360° VIRTUAL REALITY TIME-LAPSE MOVIE THEATERMULTIMEDIA EXHIBITION

AURORA REYKJAVÍK
THE NORTHERN LIGHTS CENTER

Can’t catch the Northern Lights?
Don’t worry, we have already done it for you!

Grandagarður 2   |   101 Reykjavík
Tel: +354 780 4500
Bus 14   |   Free Parking
www.aurorareykjavik.is

Harpa
Music hall

Kolaportið
flea market

Reykjavík
Art museum

The old
harbour

Icelandair
Hótel Marina

Maritime
museum

CCP

Aurora
Reykjavík

10%
OFF

with this voucher
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Frakkastígur 16, Melhagi 22, Fákafen 11, Hlemmur Mathöll, 
braudogco@braudogco.is 

Around ten to fifteen years ago, Coun-
ter-Strike basically occupied the cul-
tural and mental space that Fortnight 
now does a.k.a. it is what teenage boys 
were actually doing when they locked 
themselves in their room. Iceland was 
no exception, and the multiplayer first-
person shooter rippled through the 
country like Ebola, destroying social 
lives and thumb joints from Kópavogur 
to Keflavík. And like the #metoo move-
ment, often online in-game actions had 
real-world consequences. 

The defector 
Take Kaztro, a rising star in the Ice-
landic Counter-Strike community 
and a member of a clan called MTA, 
which was short for “Mortal Enemy”. 
For those people who don’t spend their 
time shooting pixels, the basic game-
play of Counter-Strike revolves around 

one five-man team (a ‘clan’) battling 
another five-person team. One plays 
as terrorists and the other as counter-
terrorists—it’s very politically correct, 
we know. 
 Kaztro was offered a spot in Celph-
titled, a much better clan, and promptly 
quit MTA. This infuriated Calculon, 
another clan member, so much that 
he found Kaztro’s address, drove to 
his house, stacked a bunch of wooden 
pallets in front of his front door, and 
tied a rope around the palettes to the 
doorknob. The result was that Kaztro 
and his family were locked into their 
apartment. The boys were only X at the 
time and had never met in person. 

ÉG LEM ÞIG
This story is completely bonkers but 
still barely scratches the surface of Ice-
landic Counter-Strike drama. At the 

height of the game’s fame, players—
around 300 to 500—would meet up at 
massive LAN events four times a year 
called Skjálfti. Like any community that 
revolves around them shooting each 
other and yelling, there was a forum 
called hugi.is where people would gossip 
and insult each other. A pretty common 
saying on the forum was “ÉG LEM ÞIG Á 
SKJÁLFTA”, which means “I’ll kick your 
ass at Skjálfti.” If that’s not dramatic 
enough, on a few occasions, guys would 
sleep with other players girlfriends or 
ex-girlfriends to settle a Counter-Strike 
score or get revenge. Yeah, for real. 
 The Grapevine contacted Kaztro for 
a statement on his pallet-filled panic 
and over the phone, the once prolific 
player revisited the fated pages of hugi.
is. “Holy shit, there are actually 55 pages 
of search results when you look up my 
username,” Kaztro says incredulously. 
“Wow, I apparently had no life.”  

CITY SHOT  by Art Bicnick 

WAR OF THE NERDS 

 The Counter-
Strike Soap 

Opera
Pettiness. Jealously. Revenge. 

Escándalo!

Words:  
Hannah Jane 

Cohen

Photo: 
Screenshot

Knock knock...

A walk in the (skate) park

WELL, YOU ASKED

Dr. Phil
...on cheap drinking, 

single gloves and getting 
rid of rashes 

Words: Phil Uwe Widiger 

 
How do I get drunk cheap in Reykjavík?
There are two options here. Firstly, you 
can buy an invisibility cloak and go to 
your favourite alcohol store, grab as much 
as you can and sneak out without being 
seen. Mind you—bottles are no good for 
this. They make too much noise in the 
bag when moving. Secondly, you can 
download our Appy Hour app which lists 
the best happy hour deals in real time. For 
whichever option you choose, make sure 
to drink lots of water in between. It’s free.

How will all the lost single gloves in 
Reykjavík find a partner?
Around five years ago, Estelle Divorne 
started putting single gloves that 
she found while cycling on a fence on 
Laugavegur. There, these single gloves 
found their old partners, or started a 
new life with a new owner. The fence 
even became a sort of speed dating 
spot for a while. Well, the more you 
know. 

How can I get rid of a weird looking 
rash on my butt that I got hiding in the 
bushes to catch a glimpse at the 13 
Yule Lads?
Oh, this is a common one. Why would you 
get rid of it? This is something that Ice-
landic children are basically born with. 
You can help heal the rash with certain 
ointments available at the pharmacy but 
I’d instead recommend you to keep it as 
a trophy, and rash of distinction. This 
will give you the chance to make instant 
friends at your local swimming pool. 
Your blotchy butts prove your collective 
passion for creeping on Yule Lads. Em-
brace it.

 
Send your unsolvable (UNTIL NOW) 
problems to editor@grapevine.is



Book your adventure at
InsideTheVolcano.com

One of twenty places
in the world you must see

before you die.
- CNN -

No words can
properly describe the awe

in this experience!
- Trip advisor review -

The world feels a little
more remarkable having seen

the inside of its machinery.
- Financial Times -

Descend 120 meters into a volcano
that erupted 4.000 years ago
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On all day tours in May with Icelandic Mountain Guides 
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Book your tour online or at the nearest
booking and information office.
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LAST WORDS 

Saving Gaza 
One Less Pop 

Song At A Time
Words: Hannah Jane Cohen 

As a Jewish woman, I understandably have 
a complicated relationship with Israel. Its 
current actions are indefensible but I do 
believe a Jewish nation must exist. We are 
a small ethnic group that deserves a safe 
space. It’s unfortunate that safe space was 
created in a location surrounded by coun-
tries that hated Jews. More importantly, it’s 
tragic that that space was already inhabited. 
It’s awful that peace was not reached early 
on. This situation has fault on both sides.  
 The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is so 
complicated that most Jews can’t even wrap 
their head around it. From the Camp David 
Summit to Arafat to Hamas, there is too 
much history to even remotely dive into. 
Scholars have trouble and therefore I imag-
ine so do the newly-minted social media 
scholars who only became vocal about pro-
testing Israel once they won a pop music 
contest. 
 Last week, Netta won Eurovision with her 
feminist-banger ‘Toy’. Immediately, a social 
media fury was unveiled in Iceland to boy-
cott the contest next year to protest Israel’s 
treatment of the Palestinians. It’s perhaps 
noble—what is going on in Gaza right now is 
heartbreaking. That said, I do think it’s the 
ultimate slacktivism and fucking insult-
ing to the Palestinians and liberal Israelis 
who have to live in fear of missiles and bus 
bombs and getting shot while protesting 
every day. Keyboard warriors making them-
selves feel better in the safety of their island 
while Israelis and Palestinians die. 
 Will Israel actually care if Iceland doesn’t 
come to Eurovision next year? No. Will Isra-
el even care if no European country comes? 
Not at all. This is all so meaningless. It’s 
basically like saying you’ll protest Donald 
Trump by not watching ‘Game Of Thrones’. 
More importantly, this whole campaign will 
probably have blown over by the time this 
issue comes out. These things never last and 
Israel will continue colonising Palestine 
and Hamas will continue to try and wipe 
out the Israelis. If you really care, boycott all 
American products and trade until they re-
send economic support of Israel. That might 
actually do something. But of course, that 
would require some actual work.  
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