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Reykjavík’s vivid, inclusive drag scene is undergoing 
a renaissance, and going overground. Meet scene 
queen GóGó Starr, and the royalties powering 
Icelandic drag forward, on page 25



It’s interesting to talk to different people 
about the artform of drag. Responses 
vary from those who roll their eyes, to 
those whose faces light up at the word; 
from those who think it’s just throwing 
on a dress for glorified karaoke, to those 
who are transfixed by the boundless cre-
ativity of drag artists.
 During the course of writing this is-
sue’s cover story, we watched a lot of drag 
performers. And from Deff Starr’s wildly 
uninhibited, punkish “clown drag” per-

formances, to our cover girl GóGó Starr’s 
charming, glamorous routines, to the 
rich cast of queens, kings and other roy-
als who make up the scene, these people 
have proven to be nothing short of in-
spired.
 At this moment, queer art and poli-
tics—and the wider deconstruction of 
gender—seem like essential forces in 
counter-balancing our troubled culture. 
The drag scene’s will to push boundaries 
and challenge preconceptions has been 

nothing short of a revelation.
 With that in mind, our Pride issue is 
dedicated both to celebrating LGBTQI* 
culture, and to expressing some of the 
problems it faces. From Iceland’s his-
tory of gay rights, to the current con-
versations around trans rights and safe 
spaces, to the glittery explosions of Rey-
kjavík Pride and Drag-Súgur, we hope 
you’ll read voices that’ll inspire, inform, 
excite and entertain you. 
 Isn’t that what art is for? 
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Find today's events  
in Iceland! 

Download our free 
listings app - APPENING 

on the Apple and 
Android stores

Stereo Hypnosis 
& Futuregrapher - 
Toqqissiviq 
Ambient band 
Stereo Hypnosis 
has teamed up with 
electronica and 
dance music artist 
Futuregrapher to 
create a new LP 
called ‘Toqqissiviq.’ 
It’s a Greenlandic 
word that 
translates to “calm,” 
which might give 
you an idea of what 
to expect—this 
24-minute epic 
contains swooning 
synths, glittering 
guitars, and a 
tranquil, restful feel 
throughout. JR

Skadi Thordardottir 
- Love Killed
One of the artists 
on our cover, 
Skadi, released 
a four-track EP 
in May called 
‘Dimmar hvatir,’ 
or ‘Dark Desires.’ 
This first track is 
a jaunt through 
her electro-pop 
influences, with 
weird voice loops 
and a buzzy guitar 
adding contrast. 
SHP

beatmachinearon - 
Kamalee
2017 hasn’t been 
good for anyone—
just ask Scaramucci. 
Take the edge 

off with the chill 
lo-fi chimes of 
beatmachinearon. 
His newest track 
‘Kamalee’ is a 
beautiful ambient 
work guaranteed 
to calm even 
the stodgiest 
good vibes-hater. 
Never heard of 
beatmachinearon? 
Be warned: his 
Soundcloud is 
addicting. Once you 
start you may never 
click away. HJC

SÓLBORG - Lífið snýst 
um mig og mína 
Who doesn’t like a 
good ol’ pop song? 
The answer is no 
one. Well ‘Lífið snýst 
um mig og mína’ 
is just that: sweet, 
uplifting, smiley, 
this is the tune to 
bump on repeat for 
those last days of 
summer. SÓLBORG’s 
whole vibe is 
sunshine, and in 
Iceland we can 
always use more of 
that. HJC

Daði Freyr - Næsta 
Skref 
He was robbed of 
his Eurovision spot 
by a paper cut, but 
he has definitely 
not been robbed of 
his rising career. I 
like my electropop 
how I like my 
Sundays:slow, 
soulful, loving and 
with a chopped up 
pace—which is why 
I’ve had this track 
on repeat. As the 
greatest poet of the 
20th century said: 
“Every day is like 
Sunday.” EÞ
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The Top 
Stories

July 27th – Aug 10th

Words: Paul Fontaine

NEWS IN BRIEF It seems even Ice-
land isn’t immune to anti-vax 
hysteria, as a 7-week-old child 
was diagnosed with whooping 
cough, a disease that we all pre-
sumed was pretty much wiped 
out due to vaccines. While in later 
years, whooping cough is pretty 
annoying, it can be downright 
fatal for infants.  This really 
shouldn’t have to be said here in 
2017, but vaccinate your children. 

Nelson, demonstrating both eyes

Breaking news everyone: blood 
sports are violent. In a match 
between MMA fighter Gunnar 
Nelson and Santiago Ponzinib-
bio, Gunnar was initially issued a 
crushing defeat. However, clos-
er examination of the blow that 
brought him down showed that 
Santiago used the time-honoured 
Three Stooges attack, poking 
Gunnar in both eyes. This led 
to judges reversing the decision, 
but amazingly, it could turn out 
that no rules were actually broken. 
Bear in mind dog fights are illegal.

Jökulsárlón will be protected

In brighter news, Jökulsárlón will 
be protected. The famed south-
east Iceland glacier lagoon will be 
incorporated into Vatnajökull 
National Park, and will thus be 
protected from reckless develop-
ment. At the same time, toilets 

and a service centre will be con-
structed, which will likely come as 
a relief to anyone who has driven 
through this part of the country 
in desperate search of a lavatory.

How a journalist with The 
Independent sees himself

We would like to take this moment 
to congratulate The Independent 
for topping the competition when 
it comes to alarmist news sto-
ries about volcanoes in Iceland, 
with a piece that contended that 
Iceland could experience a ma-
jor eruption “within a matter of 
hours.” This was based on a swarm 
of tremors that had occurred near 
the Fagradalsfjall mountain in 
Reykjanes. While the Icelandic 
Met Office,which supervises seis-
mic activity in the country, told 
The Independent that this was 
a normal occurrence, the paper 
chose comments from an online 
forum, Volcanocafé, for their lead, 
stating that some tremendous 
eruption was going to happen “in 
the next 8 to 72 hours.” Well, that 
was on July 28, and so you know 
how that went down. 

Before the hot dog stand was moved 
15 meters Kim Kardashian would go 
there to get her protein on

Inexplicably, Iceland also made in-
ternational headlines when it was 
reported that the hot dog stand 
Bæjarins bestu had moved . 
This decision was made in order 
to make room for a power relay 
station. Not that there is reason 
to despair: the stand is not very 
far from where it once was, and 
it is projected that it will move 
back to its original location by 
Christmas.

How the icelander sees himself

Iceland continues its determined 
march towards global domina-
tion, as the country’s population 
hit the 344,000 mark. The popu-
lation increased by 3,850 people in 
the second quarter of the year, ac-
cording to Statistics Iceland, and 
about 10% of the total population 
is comprised of immigrants. We 
beg you to bear in mind that men 
outnumber women in Iceland 
by about 5,000, and therefore any 
claims that the government is pay-
ing foreign men to marry Icelan-
dic women is, and always will be, 
completely and utterly false. 
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FIRST WE TAKE REYKJAVÍK  

Downtown Reykjavík yesterday, according to The Independent
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So you plan on 
flying your adorable 
akita from America 
to Akranes. Well, 
best make plans in 
advance because 

upon arrival in 
Iceland, each 
and every 
foreign pooch 
is subjected to 
a long period 
of solitary 
confinement. 

Yes, just like 
Laverne 

Cox on 

‘Orange Is The 
New Black,’ no one 
exits those rooms 
the same. So say 
goodbye to the 
happy husky you 
knew and loved. 
 Iceland is one of 
those lucky lands 
free of the foamy 
horrors of rabies. 
This is due not only 
to the isolation of the 
country (raccoons 
are notoriously 
bad at flying) but 
also a harsh animal 
importation and 
vetting policy that 
ensures every single 
animal entering the 
country is clean and 

vaccinated. 
 But let’s say 
you just have to 
port your pooch to 
Patreksfjörður. What 
will happen? Well, 
upon arrival the 
doggo will spend 
two to three weeks 
quarantined at an 
animal facility in 
Reykjanesbær. The 
service ain’t free 
and prices can get 
as high as 500.000 
ISK ($7,700, €5,500). 
Happiness costs, 
even for man’s best 
friend.
 And if you think 
you can just pull a 
Winona Ryder and 

illegally carry your 
pet into Iceland, think 
again. In April 2017, a 
sneaky Swiss woman 
tried this with her 
kitty cat. She was 
extremely dismayed, 
though, when the 
Icelandic police—
upon discovering the 
feline alien—killed 
the cat without 
hesitation. The same 
thing happened 
in 2003 with a 
French couple, who 
apparently violently 
attacked the police 
to stop them from 
putting down their 
adorable pussy. 
They say don’t fuck 

with the French, but 
seriously, rabies 
sucks. 
 While most 
terrorists favor 
suicide bombings or 
the classic school-
shooting method to 
wreak havoc, if you’re 
really looking to 
fuck with a country 
forever, smuggle in a 
rabid pooch. That’s a 
9/11 level way to ruin 
morale here and be 
remembered forever. 
It’s a dick move, but 
some people just 
want to watch the 
world foam, you 
know?  HJC

 

August is the high point of the so-
called “Cucumber Season,” the period 
of slow news brought about by most 
public officials being on holiday. It 
also happens to be the high point of 
tourist season, so it’s not like there’s a 
dearth of news to be reported. To that 
end, a couple of stories have captured 
our imagination this past week or so.

We have the highest  
Airbnb rates

There’s nothing we like better than to dis-
tinguish ourselves on the international 

stage—for better or for worse, so long as 
people are paying attention. And distin-
guish ourselves we have, this time by hav-
ing the highest Airbnb rates in Europe.
 According to data compiled by 
Vouchercloud, Iceland has the highest 
rates for Airbnb accommodation, av-
eraging £112 per night. This surpasses 
second-place contenders Sweden (£82 
per night) and Andorra (£79 per night).
 Interestingly, Icelandic law speci-
fies that Icelanders renting out their 
homes on Airbnb cannot do so for more 
than 2 million ISK for a maximum of 
90 days per year,averaging about 22,222 
ISK per night. By contrast, £112 is over 
15,000 ISK, at current exchange rates. 
In fairness, this may mean a lot of 
people are renting out their homes for 
less than 90 days, but at a higher rate. 

We’re getting more  
“meh” about tourists

A new poll from Market and Me-
dia Research shows that while our 
positive impression of tourism is de-

clining, our decidedly neutral po-
sition on tourism has increased.
 According to the poll, in 2015, 80% 
of Icelanders said they viewed tour-
ists in Iceland favourably, but today 
that figure is closer to 64%. During the 
same period of time, neutral opinions 
of tourists went from 12.5% to 25.5%. 
Those with a favourable opinion went 
from 7.5% in 2015 to 11.5% last year, 
only to decline again this year, to 10.4%.
 In terms of demographics, more 
men than women viewed tourists fa-
vourably, and capital area Icelanders 
were more likely than rural Icelanders 
to have a positive outlook. A favourable 
opinion of tourists was also directly cor-
related with income level, with richer 
Icelanders being more positive towards 
tourists than low income-earners.
 This is not to say that only rich, 
capital-area men are over the moon 
about tourists. We love you all. But 
there are clearly impacts of tourism 
that we’re still trying to figure out. 

Airbnb Rates Up, 
Tourist Approval 
Down
Your regular round-up of  
tourism in the news 

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen  

The Northern Lights are one of the 
most defining aspects of Iceland—
as well as the racks of postcards/t-
shirts/artwork/etc. you’ll find here. 
An astute observer might have no-
ticed though that some Northern 
Lights have a different hue than 
others. Why is this?
 Well, we went straight to astro-
physicist Dr. Helgi Rafn Hróðmars-
son, aka “The Cosmic Chemist,” to 
find out the answer to this colour-
ful question:
 “The different colors of the Au-
rora correspond to different parti-
cles of light (or photons) that differ 
in energy. Different colours, differ-
ent energies. These photons are 
produced when an atom or a mol-
ecule has absorbed energy from 
an external source and, as a result, 
scrambled its inner configuration 
of electrons. With their stability 
compromised, the atoms and mol-
ecules are referred to as being in 
an ‘excited state.’ To alleviate their 
newfound disequilibrium, they re-
lax into a more stable configuration 
by ejecting excess energy in the 
form of a photon.
  “Thus, different de-excitations in 
different atoms and molecules can 
produce a variety of different colors. 
The usual suspect carriers of the 
Northern Lights’ radiation are nitro-
gen and oxygen, the atmosphere’s 
most abundant constituents.
 “As an example, excited atom-
ic oxygen can emit both red and 
green light and molecular (both 
neutral as well as ionized) nitrogen 
in an excited state can produce 
both red and blue light. 
The energy required for the North-
ern Lights originates, however, 
from the sun. Namely, solar winds 
disturb the Earth’s magnetosphere 
and hence, a stream of energetic, 
charged particles is precipitated 
in the Earth’s upper atmosphere 
where the excess energy is dissi-
pated via collisions and excitation 
of the atmosphere’s constituents, 
nitrogen and oxygen. Thus produc-
ing the differently colored North-
ern Lights.”  

ASK A

Scientist
Q: Why are the Northern 

Lights different  
colours?

Words: 
Paul Fontaine

Photo: 
Art Bicnick  

 Share: 
gpv.is/nws14
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Let’s say you’re an aspiring drug 
dealer with no friends—how do you 
move your shit? How do you get a col-
lection of loyal customers? How do 
you grind and hustle and make that 
dough? Enter Iceland’s drug groups.
 Yes, that’s right. There are popular 
groups on Facebook in Iceland, (yup, 
multiple), where people move products. 
No need for the Silk Road or sketchy fo-
rums, just a totally corporate website 
being used in the most human way. The 
groups work pretty simply: people post 
sales ads with a 
lot of exclama-
tion points and 
crazy names, (i.e. 
“!!!*DOPE MANGO 
KU$$$H*!!!,” or 
“POP-POP-POP-
PIN' & AINT NO 
STOPPIN' BERLIN 
QUALITY SHIIIT”), a picture, and their 
phone number. Most, if not all, of the 
posters are fake accounts with bizarre 
names and pictures. I mean, you won’t 
see a Jón Jónsson or a Helga Guðmunds-
dóttir using their personal profiles for 

this. That’d be risky and stupid. Current-
ly, the ads are mostly for weed, cocaine, 

speed, MDMA, ben-
zos, and occasion-
ally acid. There also 
seems to be a rising 
market for opioids, 
(which is worrying). 
 On the whole, 
the prices in these 
groups are on par 

for Iceland. We won’t say those prices, 
because most drug dealers here make a 
lot selling to tourists, and we don’t want 
to ruin that. That said, if you’re a tourist 
and end up paying 10,000 ISK for a gram 
of weed, you’re being mega-swindled. 

 In order to get added to these 
groups, you do need to know someone 
in them, and we assume the modera-
tors look at your account to make sure 
you aren’t obviously a cop or some-
thing. There are probably cops in these 
groups though. We really have no idea, 
because we at the Grapevine all work 
as journalists, which is time-consum-
ing and leaves no time to move bricks. 
 So yes, that’s our Facebook group 
of the issue. Please, PLEASE don’t 
e-mail us asking for the names 
of these groups. We at the Grape-
vine ain’t no snitches. Find another 
narc or just get sketchier friends.  Share this article: 

gpv.is/groups

Words:   
An Anonymous 

Reykjavík 
Grapevine Source

Words:   
Elías Þórsson

Photo:   
Sigtryggur Ari

Flugdólgur

AROUND ICELAND IN 80 FACEBOOK GROUPS 

The Drug 
Groups

WORD OF 
THE ISSUE

Until 1989, beer was illegal in Iceland. 
However, there was one place where beer 
was legal—the international airport in 
Keflavík. There, drunks entered an exotic 
beer-filled purgatory, where all their wor-
ries could be drowned before soaring up 
into the skies. Imagine boarding a plane 
not in an orderly boring queue, but as you 
would roll into a bar at three in the morn-
ing. And as the drunks got rowdy, rude and 
started fighting each other, a new word 
was born: ‘flugdólgur.’ Directly translated 
it means “flight pimp,” but the translation 
“flight hooligan” is perhaps more fitting. 
“Drunks on a plane,” basically.  
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READER'S LETTER

Today while leafing through your 
publication, which I'm told is just 
leftist propaganda and roadmaps 
to the world of crippling alcoholism, 
I ran across a letter you printed from 
an American woman credited as 
"Susy." Sufficed to say, you replied 
to her with more grace than I am 
capable of.
 Her letter offended me. Leaving 
aside that when travelling to different 
cultures, the generally accepted 
etiquette is to abide by their insane 
rules, it wasn't her refusal to bathe 
properly before cannonballing into 
a communal urine repository that 
offended me. No, what offended me 
was her terrible conformity to the 
entitled American Tourist stereotype, 
replete with an odd invocation of her 
American citizenship ("This would 
never happen in America," like that 
carries any relevance abroad), 
and a vague warning about our 
nation’s fortunes diminishing, lest 
hygienic standards be relaxed to 
accommodate a culture renowned 
for squeamishness regarding the 
human body.
 Maybe we need posters at the 
airport reminding visitors that we 
don't give a shit about where they're 
from; that we don’t discriminate 
based on ethnicity, culture or 
religion. And that means everyone 
has to wash their junk!
 Sincerely,
–  A bored pedant angry about the 
rental market

Dear bored pedant angry about the 
rental market,
 We feel u. If only tourists were more 
mindful about their adherence to the 
cultural tropes you speak of. Imagine 
walking through downtown without 
hearing at every turn someone shriek 
“HONEY WOULD YOU LOOK AT THAT CUTE 
SWEATER?” or “OH MY GAHHHD THERE’S 
A CHUCK NORRIS GRILL! WE HAVE TO EAT 
THERE!”
 As for the reluctant junk washers, 
maybe we should get lifeguards to 
start hosing people down when they 
arrive at the pool—or in Keflavík 
Airport—like they’re entering prison? 
Could make for for some interesting 
TripAdvisor reviews at least.
 Thanks for the letter, have a t-shirt 
on us!
 Yours hygienically,
– A bored writer angry about the 
rental market

Write to us via Facebook, or email us at 
letters@grapevine.is

Are happy pills secretly unhappy? What's behind that smile?

LÓABORATORIUM

 The picture in question, ‘Dead Snow 
2: Red vs. Dead,’ revolves around a 
group of SS zombies rising from a gla-
cier after some unassuming hikers ac-
cidentally steal their gold. It must be 
said that the plot—while obviously sci-
entifically impossible—is also histori-
cally inaccurate. While the Nazi party 
did stop in Iceland during WWII, it’s 
unlikely that any Nazis ended up on 
a glacier, since they immediately left 
the country, which they described as a 
“great disappointment,” full of pathetic 
drunk Jew-loving savages. 
 Saga Films, an Icelandic produc-
tion company, funded the film, which 
is shot entirely within the country. 
There are grizzly battles shot in the 
valley of Botnsdalur and the town of 
Eyrarbakki, as well as a human/zom-
bie sex scene filmed in the cemetery of 
Úlfljótsvatnskirkja, which is naturally 
soundtracked by Bonnie Tyler’s ‘Total 
Eclipse Of The Heart.’ 

 A particularly  touching mo -
ment occurs in the cemetery of Kot-
strandarkirkja, when a bumbling priest 
exits his church only to find a crowd 
of bloody national socialist zombies. 
Unfortunately God provides no ref-
uge for the holy— perhaps a political 
statement on the plight of the Holo-
caust Jews—and he is brutally axed 
down next to the altar, his blood art-
fully splattering a crucifix. Next to him, 
Jesus cries blood from a stained glass 
window. The priest is then, obviously, 
turned into a zombie—much like his 
savior, Jesus Christ. He stands up and 
salutes Hitler. Naturally.
 While the film is without a doubt 
horror porn, the picturesque locations 
make it a nice specimen of Icelandic 
nature porn as well. So if you’ve got a 
strong stomach or a fetish for World 
War II villains, ‘Dead Snow 2: Red vs. 
Dead’ might just be your thing. 

It's A 
Wash

WHERE WAS IT SHOT?

Dead Snow 2: 
Red vs. Dead 

 
 

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen 
Picture: Still from the movie 

When Aristotle emphasized the im-
portance of spectacle in his bestseller 
‘The Poetics,’ the philosopher prob-
ably wasn’t expecting that merely 2.344 
years later, a two million US dollar 
grossing film would be based around 
Nazi zombies. He would be even more 
shocked, perhaps, knowing that only 
one year later, the sequel would fetch 
just under $40,000. Clearly—to Aristo-
tle’s dismay—spectacle does not guar-
antee success.  

“i.e. “!!!*DOPE MANGO 
KU$$$H*!!!,” or “POP-

POP-POPPIN' & AINT NO 
STOPPIN' BERLIN QUALITY 

SHIIIT”
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“This populist label started with Egill 
Helgason, who runs a political talkshow 
on RÚV and is supposed to be impartial. 
But it also depends on how people de-
fine it—some people say it means rac-
ism for instance—but if people want to 
call us names, then they have the free-
dom to do so. I meet everything with 
positivity and a smile,” says Inga Sæland. 
She is the leader and founder of the po-
litical party Flokkur Fólksins (The Peo-
ple’s Party), which was formed last year. 
 The party’s offices have a stunning 
view of Perlan and Hallgrímskirkja, not 
that Inga can enjoy it. She is on disability 
because of her poor eyesight and every 
time her phone rings she presses it close 
to her face and squints her eyes. It might 
raise some eyebrows to mention a per-
son’s disability in an article about a politi-
cal party, but her health problems are basi-
cally the foundation for Flokkur Fólksins.
 “I am a severely visually impaired and 
I am on disability. I am used to denying 
myself of worldly goods that most people 
would take for granted.” These are the first 

lines in the “about” section on the party’s 
website. It is very unusual, weird even, 
for a party to introduce itself to potential 
voters with a first person account of the 
personal struggles of its leader. But it is 
this folksy element that has earned the 
party its populist label. And the approach 
seems to be working, with recent parlia-
ment polls putting them at 8.4% (up from 
3.8% just a month ago),which makes them 
as big as the coalition government parties 
Viðreisn and Björt Framtíð combined. 
Their next goal is to get into municipal 
governments around the country. But de-
spite its polling success, the party has also 
landed in hot water for accusations of 
xenophobia and anti-refugee sentiment.

Trumpism?
Last March, Inga wrote a Facebook post 
about poverty in Iceland in which she 
discussed reports of homeless people 
spending the cold winter living in vans. 
In it she asked whether it 
was acceptable for people 
to reside in such condi-
tions while asylum seek-
ers were receiving ben-
efits from the government.
 “Asylum seekers who, 
precedent has shown, will 
not gain asylum here get 
free cab rides,” says Inga. 
“They’d rather take a cab 
than the bus, get a bankcard 
(with money from the gov-
ernment), receive free med-
ical treatments, housing, dentistry, psy-
chology help, etc.” She claims that it was 
a badly worded status and that she had 
immediately taken it down. The status re-
ceived plenty of flack from Gunnar Smári 
Egilsson, leader of the Socialist Party, 

who called it “Trumpism,” which was 
made to turn people’s ire against asylum 
seekers instead of the powerful in society.
 Inga claims that the criticism is a 
smear campaign put in place by parties 
unwilling to secede power. “People had 
warned us that now that we are polling 
this well people would start coming for 
us,” she says. “But we are not interested 
in participating in this sort of debate.”
 Despite the status, she speaks glow-
ingly about refugees and the word she 
most uses when talking about how they 
are treated in Iceland is “cruel.” She men-
tions the case of Amir Shokrogozar, an 
Iranian gay man who applied for asy-
lum in Iceland, and was turned down, 
despite having an Icelandic fiancé.
 “Amir was working here, learned 
Icelandic, became a Christian, and fell 
in love with an Icelandic man, but de-
spite that we threw him penniless back 
to Italy. This is simply cruel,” Inga says. 
“We have to realise that the people who 
arrive here are fleeing war and hor-
rors and we have to help them, because 
they want to become Icelandic. We need 
more finance to help them and make 
sure they are cared for. We also can’t 
make people wait here for years while 
we decide whether they can stay or not.”

Fighting for the poor
What Inga talks most vividly about is 
poverty and corruption within the sys-
tem. She says the minimum wage in 
Iceland is criminally low and that the 
tax limit needs to be raised. Previously 
she was a member of Samfylkingin, 
but following the 2008 financial crash 
she left the party and she accuses au-
thorities of having forgotten the people.
 “The people in power have no idea 
how things are; it is a national disgrace 
that there are poor people in Iceland. We 
are willing to work with whatever par-
ty wants to join us in fighting for these 
issues. If nobody wants to, then we are 
ready to remain in opposition,” says Inga. 
“The opposing parties have also allowed 
corruption to exist on their watch. The 
Prime Minister’s uncle was allowed to 

buy 20% in a public com-
pany and could imme-
diately pay himself bil-
lions in dividends. This 
is money the public lost.”
 There is certainly a 
degree of folksy pop-
ulism with Inga, but 
she comes across as a 
genuine person with a 
strong conviction and 
principles. Whether 
that is true or not re-
mains to be seen. She 

might be disgusted with how false our 
politicians are, but should the polls 
hold, she’ll have to accept her own real-
ity—that she’ll become one of them. 

ANALYSIS 
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Elías Þórsson

Photo: 
Art Bicnick

Share this
gpv.is/fts14

The quiet northern town of Si-
glufjörður is an Icelandic capital-
ism in miniature: it went through a 
period of great prosperity based 
on a single industry, then experi-
enced financial collapse, and de-
spite all this, the architects of the 
town are honoured for their his-
toric contributions.
 In Siglufjörður’s case, that in-
dustry was herring. This was ac-
tually not an Icelandic discovery; 
the Norwegians were fishing for 
herring in the area since the be-
ginning of the 20th century. But 
once Icelanders caught wind of 
the stocks, things really took off. 
At its peak in the 1950s, over 3,100 
people lived in Siglufjörður—more 
than twice the population today.
 Icelanders from around the 
country flocked to Siglufjörður, 
including venture capitalists from 
Reykjavík. The town exploded with 
jobs and resources. If there were 
any cautious voices pointing out 
the folly of resting an entire local 
economy on one resource, they 
went unheard. That was a shame, 
because by the mid-1960s, the her-
ring stocks had more or less disap-
peared not only from the area but 
from Icelandic waters as a whole, 
and would not return for decades.
 Today, the Herring Museum, and 
the Herring Festival, honour the 
boom times, while quietly under-
playing the bust that made a few 
Reykjavíkingur quite rich but many 
Siglufjörður residents without 
jobs. That’s Iceland for you.

Paul Fontaine
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“The people in 
power have no 

idea how things 
are... it’s a  

national dis-
grace that there 
are poor people 

in Iceland.”

The Populist 
Uprising

It is rare that a new political party closes 
in on double digit numbers, but Flokkur 
Fólksins is reaching for the milestone, 

despite accusations of xenophobic anti-
refugee sentiment.

Siglu-
fjörður’s 
Herring 

Bust

A pyramid of sacred herring barrels

Inga Sæland, leader and founder of Flokkur Fólksins

Lækjargata 8, tel: 5460006
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It is the stuff of nightmares—or mov-
ies starring Pierce Brosnan and Tommy 
Lee Jones—but it’s also a reality people 
living in Iceland face: the ever present 
danger of living on an island that’s one 
huge explosive volcano.
 As the lava runs down the streets, 
desperate firefighters pump water 
into the fiery inferno, trying to slow it 
down. Thick ash covers the rooftops of 
houses and willing, foolhardy volun-
teers work as fast as they can to shovel 

it away. Some houses are so burdened 
by the black dust that they crumble un-
der the weight, while other houses melt 
as they are engulfed in the lava. It’s a 
living nightmare, but it’s not fiction—
this was the reality facing the people of 
Vestmannaeyjar in 1973.
 For five months, a volcanic eruption 
stopped everything on the archipelago, 
and the inhabitants became refugees. 
And whilst there was only one casu-
alty that time, we might not be so lucky 

should a similar situation occur again. 
The South Coast of Iceland is the area 
most at risk, but even Reykjavík could 
be in danger.
 Víðir Reynisson is the man tasked 
with heading up the volcanic response 
unit for the police in South Iceland. 
“We have an evacuation plan for the 
capital,” he asserts. “Its foundations lie 
in the plans made during the Cold War, 
when there was a risk of nuclear war. 
Planning for these events is incredibly 
difficult, but we also learned a lot from 
the eruption in Vestmannaeyjar.”

Reykjanesskaginn dangers
Recently there have been earthquakes 
on the Reykjanes peninsula, in an area 
with four active volcano systems that 
could erupt. The site is on the Mid-
Atlantic Rift, where the American and 
Eurasian tectonic plates meet. It’s the 
site of many previous eruptions, and, 
inevitably, there will be more to come. 
The lava fields in Hafnarfjörður are just 
1000 years old, and in the Elliðarárda-
lur outdoor area in Reykjavík, there is 
hardened lava. It is through Elliðarárd-

alur where lava is most likely to run, 
should it hit Reykjavík.
 Another potential danger to the 
capital comes from Snæfellsjökull. 
This glacier volcano is far from the city, 
but the danger is an eruption-related 
tsunami. The University of Iceland’s 
Icelandic Web of Science has estimat-
ed that, should a 20 metre high wave 
hit, several neighborhoods and most 
of the city centre would be entirely 
submerged. Even our dear pineapple-
hating President would be in danger, 
as the presidential residence would be 
underwater.

The panic, the chaos
But equally as worrying as the volca-
noes are people. Víðir explains that one 
of the main risks facing an eruption 
close to Reykjavík is panic. When peo-
ple fear for their lives and that of their 
families they are likely to do whatever 
they can to get away. 
 “When we make a risk assessment 
of a volcanic eruption we take panic 
and fear into the equation,” said Víðir. 
“We all know how the traffic is in Rey-
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Volcanic 
Apocalypse 
Now
The ever present risk of death 

ANALYSIS

Scenes from the Grímsvötn eruption of 2011
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kjavik during rush hour, so we can im-
agine how it could get when people try 
to leave the city in panic. The danger is 
for instance serious traffic accidents 
and it is likely that people who live in 
an area at risk might not accept having 
to wait a couple of days to ensure an 
orderly exit from the city.”
 This means that careful considera-
tion has to be made to avert public pan-
ic, and to be sure that it is absolutely 
necessary to call for an evacuation, as it 
might risk people’s lives more than the 
eruption. It might be that people need 
to be evacuated by sea, but for such a 
massive operation the Coast Guard is 

seriously lacking in 
resources. If that 
type of evacuation 
were required, as it 
was in Vestmanney-
jar, it would be vital 
for the entire fish-
ing fleet to take part. 
But it is unlikely that 
even that could save 
everyone.

The tourist 
challenge

Víðir claims that the biggest challenge 
in regards to volcano preparedness is 
notifying tourists and keeping them 

notified. He says that locals that live 
in volcanic areas where the impacts 
of eruptions (for instance flooding) is 
frequent are well aware of the dangers 
and know to keep up-to-date. However, 
most tourists are unaware 
 “Definitely the big challenge right 
now is informing tourists,” said Víðir. 
“Making emergency plans with the lo-
cals is easy and for the most part they 
know what to do, but when a new per-
son arrives every day then it is hard to 
inform people. But in the case of dan-
ger we need the locals to help out and 
tell tourists where to go.”

The most dangerous 
volcanoes

Katla, Öræfajökull, Hekla and Eyjafjal-
lajökull are the volcanoes we should 
worry most about. Ágúst Gunnar Gylfa-
son from the Department of Civil Pro-

tection and Emergency Management, 
says we should even be so wary of Hekla 
that people should avoid hiking up it. 
 “I wouldn’t walk there, and when 
people ask, I advise them not to either,” 
says Ágúst. “An explosion in Hekla can 
shoot molten lava kilometres away, 
and the warning period can be 30-80 
minutes. It’s not enough time to escape 
down the mountain.”
 Even more of a threat than lava is 
the invisible threat of gas. During the 
Vestmannaeyjar eruption, this is what 
caused the only fatality. Gas is heavier 
than oxygen, and will therefore pour 
down to ground level. The best advice 
for such scenarios is to avoid base-
ments—never go into the basement. 
In 2014, an eruption in Holuhraun sent 
gas spewing across the country, so just 
being far away from the volcano might 
not be enough to keep you safe.

The cycle of nightmares
In 1789, an eruption started in Lak-
agígar, which made the 2010 Eyjafjal-
lajökull eruption look like a friendly 
campfire. It lasted for eight months 
with around 120 million tons of sulphur 
dioxide released into the atmosphere 
along with an estimated 8 million tons 
of hydrogen fluoride. The results were 
that 25% of the Icelandic population, 
80% of sheep, 50% of cattle and 50% of 
horses died. A dark cloud descended 
over Europe causing the crop failures 
that helped spark the French Revolu-
tion. It is an inevitability that at some 
point a similar event will occur. 
 “We should always be worried,” fin-
ished Víðir, ominously. “It’s just a nor-
mal part of living by volcanoes. We have 
to respect them.” 

“An explosion 
in Hekla can 

shoot molten 
lava kilometres 

away. The warning 
period for it is also 

incredibly short.”

“This dramatic glacier 
volcano might be far away 

from the city, but the 
danger is that an eruption 

there could create a 
tsunami that could hit 

Reykjavík.”
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Double Hvalfjarðargöng 
And Road Tolls
Need Or Nonsense?
 

Words: Elías Þórsson 
Photo:  Art Bicnick 

Proponents say that due to heavy 
traffic and safety issues the tunnel 
needs to be doubled, which could 
lead to a continuation of road tolls, 
and possibly an extension of the 
contract with the private company 
that operates them. Critics, how-
ever, claim that it is waste of money.
 The Hvalfjarðargöngin tunnel is 
probably the most important infra-
structure project in Icelandic his-
tory, primarily because it shortened 
the Ring Road by 60 kilometres. 
Built in 1998, it was constructed by 
the company Spölur, making it the 
first private road project in Icelan-
dic history. The government at the 
time made a deal with the company 
allowing it to charge for the use of 
the tunnel for 20 years—a contract 
that runs out next year. However, 
Parliament is currently discussing 
doubling the tunnel and allowing 
for the continuation of road tolls, 
in addition to possibly placing them 
on other parts of the Ring Road.
 Stundin reported that figures 
from Spölur showed that the cost 
of collecting road tolls between 
1999-2015 was one billion ISK, 

while the cost of constructing the 
tunnel was 8.2 billion, taking in-
flation into account. This makes 
the cost of charging for its use one 
eighth of the construction cost. 

More road tolls!
“We haven’t made a decision on 
the matter, but it is clear that we 
need a lot of investment into our 
road network,” said Sjálfstæðisflok-
kurinn MP Valgerður Gunnarsdót-
tir, who also heads the Environment 
and Communications Committee 
in parliament. “My opinion is that 
we need to double the tunnel and 
whether that is done through a 
private contractor, or the state, I 
support charging tolls for its use.”
 But Valgerður wants to go fur-
ther and supports placing road 
tolls on the highways—including 
those leading out of Reykjavík—
which has never been done before.

Opposites attract
Not often do the government and 
the opposition agree on anything, 
but Valgerður’s colleague on the 
committee, Vinstri Grænir MP Ari 
Trausti Guðmundsson, agrees that 

the tunnel should be doubled, with 
Spölur possibly heading the project. 

“In principle I’m against road 
tolls, but only when the govern-
ment is charging them,” said Ari. 
“But with projects like these I 
support private companies im-
posing a fee for its financing.”
 Despite Ari’s support for Spölur’s 
continued involvement, Gylfi 
Þórðarson, executive director for 
the company, said that come next 
year their involvement in the tunnel 
would end. He says, “Next year when 
the project has been paid, the tunnel 
will fall under the government and 
we will no longer be a part of it.” 

Useless idea
Björn Brynjólfur Björnsson, econo-
mist and private consultant, disa-
grees, however, and is opposed to 
the idea of building another tun-
nel. He claims that the main rea-
son for the heavy traffic is not a 
lack of lanes, but the bottlenecks 
that arise from the toll gates.
 “The main source of delays to-
day are the toll booths, and when 
they are gone that will get fixed,” 
said Björn. “Furthermore, dou-
bling the single lane roads leading 
up to them would be more benefi-
cial, because the maximum speed 
there is higher than in the tunnel.”
 He claims that the idea is a 
bad investment for the public 
and that, both for drivers and the 
government, finances would be 
better spent on other projects. 
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“Perlu-
festin”

At Tjörnin
Words: Hannah Jane Cohen Photo: 

Art Bicnick

On the east bank of Tjörnin, the lake 
in the middle of downtown Rey-
kjavík, lies a delicate mermaid stat-
ue: “Perlufestin” by Nína Sæmunds-
son. Poised and smooth, the siren 
looks as if she turned to stone only 
moments before. But has she?
 In reality, the first iteration of 
Nína’s work was placed in the pond 
in 1966. Only months later, an un-
fortunate explosion on New Year’s 
Eve destroyed it. While not verified, 
this violence was thought to be a re-
sult of the statue’s resemblance to 
Edvard Eriksen’s iconic mermaid 
statue in Copenhagen. At the time, 
Icelanders were not too fond of their 

former rulers.
 Almost 40 years later, the 
Smáralind shopping mall commis-
sioned a new version, and gave it to 
the city in 2014. As his last official 
duty as Mayor of Reykjavík, Jón Gnarr 
unveiled it, and she has sat there, 

sensually and stoically, ever since.  
 So, men beware: if you hear a 
seductive song in the lake, don’t do 
as Odysseus did and let yourself be 
taken. “Perlufestin” is beautiful, for 
sure, but you don’t want to end up in 
her briny embrace.  
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Progressive 
Party Takes 
A Stand On 

Xenophobia
Repeat of 2014 possibly nipped in the bud

Words: Paul Fontaine
Photos: Art Bicnick, althingi.is 

Sveinbjörg Birna Sveinbjörnsdóttir, 
a Reykjavík city councilperson for 
the Progressive Party, made a recent 
appearance on radio station and 
hate speech sounding board, Útvarp 
Saga. During the course of the inter-
view, she talked about the costs 
of having immigrants 
in Iceland— specifi-
cally, the cost of 
having asylum-
seeker children 
i n  Ic e l a n d i c 
schools. While 
she could not 
cite any exact 
numbers, she 
contended that 
children who are 
s u d d e n l y  t a k e n 
out of schools—be-
cause they were de -
ported, mind you—cost 
the city money. She asserted that 
some people (again, without cita-
tion) have suggested that a special 
education centre be created solely 
for asylum-seeker children who 
have parents awaiting a decision 
from immigration authorities.
 There is a lot wrong with these 
contentions. The evidence is sim-
ply not there, and even if it were, 
Iceland’s constitution forbids the 
kind of segregation that Sveinbjörg 
proposed. But the timing of the re-
marks were reminiscent of her first 
campaign for City Hall (although 
the rest of her party has had a de-
cidedly different response than last 
time, in that they responded at all).

Remember 2014?
Prior to the municipal elections 

of 2014, the Progressives had no 
seats on Reykjavík City Council, and 
they weren’t projected to win any 
either. All that changed when, with 
elections just a couple weeks away, 
Sveinbjörg asserted the following:

“As long as we have a national 
church, we should not grant plots 

of land for buildings such as 
mosques or for Greek 

Orthodox churches. 
My opinion is not 

based on preju-
d i c e ,  b u t  o n 
experience. I 
have, for ex-
a m p l e ,  j u s t 
returned from 

one of the big-
gest mosques 

in the world, in 
Abu Dhabi. There 

a r e  n o  c h u r c h e s 
there.  I  respect  the 
values of other coun-

tries, and think this is a given.”
 Pretty much everything was 
wrong with this statement: there 
are no Greek Orthodox churches 
in Iceland, Abu Dhabi has at least 
six churches, and of course there’s 
the small matter of Icelandic law 
guaranteeing free plots of land 
for the building of houses of wor-
ship. The facts didn’t matter to the 
country’s xenophobes, though, who 
turned out in enough numbers to 
get the Progressives not one, but 
two seats on Reykjavík City Council.

Faking xenophobia for 
votes

While other prominent members 
of the Progressive Party didn’t 
vocally approve these remarks of 
Sveinbjörg’s, they didn’t speak out 

against them, either. There could 
be a lot of reasons for this. For one, 
the Progressives have tradition-
ally been a rurally-focused party, 
and have always struggled to find 
an ideological home in Reykjavík. 
Tolerating Sveinbjörg’s intolerance 
might have been seen as a small 
price to pay to get a place on City 
Council. For another, the Progres-
sives have at times employed the 
Threat of the Foreign Usurper for 
populist purposes (in fairness, 
so have a lot of other parties).
 But the most interesting silence 
of all was from Sveinbjörg herself. 
In the years that have since passed 
from the elections, she has hardly 
uttered a single word on the subject 
of immigrants, Muslims or asylum 
seekers. In fact, she pretty much dis-
appeared from the public spotlight 
altogether on an extended mater-
nity leave, which makes her sudden 
and renewed interest in the Threat 
of the Foreign Usurper—with mu-
nicipal elections coming up again 
next spring—all the more telling.

This time, the 
Progressives weren’t 

having it
Sveinbjörg may have let these care-
less remarks drop too early, though. 
Reactions within her own party were 
swift and unequivocal. The other 
Progressive on Reykjavík City Coun-
cil, Guðfinna Jóhanna Guðmunds-
dóttir, took to Facebook to object to 
Sveinbjörg’s remarks, as did Sveinn 
Hjörtur Guðfinnsson, the chair of 
the Reykjavík Progressives, and the 
Young Progressives of Reykjavík. 
 But the killing blow came from 
none other than former Prime 
Minister and current Progressive 
Party chairperson Sigurður Ingi 
Jóhannsson, who told report-
ers that Sveinbjörg’s remarks 
were not only “unfortunate and 
clumsy,” but also not a reflec-
tion of the platform of the party. 
 All this being the case, the Pro-
gressive Party, from Sveinbjörg’s 
colleagues to the top of party 
leadership, has definitely and 
clearly disavowed her xenopho-
bic remarks, whether they were 
a ploy for votes or a reflection of 
her actual belief system. However, 
campaign season has yet to kick 
off in earnest. Whether Sveinbjörg 
will dial it back or escalate mat-
ters still remains to be seen.  
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Sigurður Ingi during the government crisis in 2016
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A Short History Of 
Iceland’s Greatest 
Smitings
Words: Nanna Árnadóttir   Photo: Art Bicnick

The masses may live under the il-
lusion that the Icelandic National 
Team has been defeated in the 
UEFA Women’s EURO Cup. They 
may believe our hopes have turned 
to ash and stone. But the furnace of 
lava inside our hearts smoulders, 
and we will smite another day.
 “Nothing worked out in our fa-
vor,” said Team Captain Sara Björk 
Gunnarsdóttir in an interview fol-
lowing the final match with Aus-
tria. “But we can say that we gave it 
our all and did everything we could. 
We tried our best. Unfortunately, it 
ended like this.” This time.
 But the world should beware, 
for there are many smitings left for 
us to smite. Indeed, we have smote 
many in the past. So, in celebration 
of future smitings that will be ad-
ministered by the women’s football 
team at future Euro cups, let’s re-
view a few of our nation’s greatest 
smitings. 

Europe, 1946 and 1950
Wielding an arm as strong as Þór 
the thunder god himself, Gunnar 
Huseby became Iceland’s first in-
ternational sports champion in 
1946, when he threw a shot put 
further than any living European 
mortal (that year), taking two gold 
medals at the European Athletics 
Championships. 

Yokohama, Japan, 1991
The perennially underestimated 
Icelanders arrived in Yokohama 
for the Bermuda Bowl, defeating 
sixteen other teams and taking the 
World Championship in Contract 
Bridge.

Beijing,  
China, 2008

Instilled with the fear of Norse hell-
fire, the world stage was shaken by 
Iceland’s dominance in the Beijing 
Olympics when the 
handball team felled 
many foes to snatch 
the silver medal, ar-
guably more silvery 
than gold. 

Euro 2013 
Making it further 
than any other na-
tional football team 
in Iceland’s history, 
the women’s national 
team eviscerated na-
tion after nation of 
wea°k pretenders to 
reach the quarterfinals in 2013. 
They chose to show mercy and le-
niency this year. 

All Three Oceans,  
2011, 2014, 2016

With the blessing of Ægir, the God 
of the sea, Fiann Paul delivered a 
smiting to all three oceans when 
he became the first person to cross 
the Atlantic, Indian and Pacific 
Oceans at world record-breaking 
speeds in an unsupported row 
boat. A. Fucking. Row. Boat. 

Europe, 2016 
All who followed last year’s UEFA 
Men’s EURO Cup witnessed the 
epic smitings of Iceland’s national 
team. Even Ronaldo wilted in the 
face of the divine 1-1 thrashing 
dealt to him and his team by the 
Icelanders’ mighty roar.

The United States,  
2011-2017

Spanning offices across planet 
earth, there are woefully annoying 
co-workers who cannot stop casu-
ally mentioning Crossfit. These 

thirsty wannabes 
secretly dream of 
embodying Ice-
land’s greatness; 
ever since Annie 
Mist took back 
to back titles, we 
have continued 
to smite Cross-
fitters the world 
over. 
 What will Ice-
l a n d e r s  s m i t e 
n e x t ?  E u r o v i -
sion? An Inter-
national Season 
of RuPaul’s Drag 
R a c e  ( p l e a s e 

make it happen Mama Ru!)? The 
Men’s Football World Cup? Only 
time will tell. HÚH! 
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“Instilled with 
the fear of 

Norse hellfire, 
the world stage 

was shaken 
by Iceland’s 
dominance 

in the Beijing 
Olympics.”
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Trans activist Hans Miniar

There’s a lot more to Pride than being 
gay. Icelanders might be more accepting 
of trans, genderqueer and intersex people 
on a social level—everyone we spoke with 
said that this is so—but Iceland’s legislation 
still falls far behind other countries when it 
comes to even the most basic rights.

Being diagnosed your 
identity

Hans Miniar Jónsson is a trans man living 
in Akureyri. For him, like other trans peo-
ple in Iceland, the process of transitioning 
was intrusive, invasive, and decidedly back-
wards when compared to other countries 
in the world.
 Anyone wanting to transition must re-
ceive a diagnosis of Gender Identity Dis-
order, a term that is largely considered 
obsolete in psychiatric circles and is in the 
process of being removed from the Diag-
nostic Statistics Manual. The process itself 
can take 18 months or even longer, and of-
ten means playing up stereotypical gender 
roles for the approval of psychiatrists.
 "You get to answer all kinds of inap-
propriate questions, like how do you have 
sex, what kind of underwear are you wear-
ing, and such,” Hans explains. “One of the 
things you discover as you transition is 
that you have to word your answers 'right,' 
otherwise your psychiatrist might get the 
wrong idea and then you won't get the 
treatment you're seeking."
 Hans also recognises the paradox this 
approach puts trans people in.
 "It's a double-edged sword for trans 
people,” he says. “If a trans woman goes 
full feminine in her appearance, she gets 
told she's just performing femininity and 
contributing to the oppression of women. 
But if she puts on a pair of jeans and a T-
shirt, she gets told she's not really a woman. 
That's a situation trans people have to deal 
with all the time."

Not all of us are  
“one or the other”

Kitty Anderson, the chairperson of Inter-
sex Iceland, shares Hans’ concerns over the 
question of bodily autonomy.
 “A lot of intersex people are subjected to 
cosmetic medical treatment in infancy—
surgical intervention, hormone inter-
vention, overuse of steroid treat-
ment or pre-natal treatments,” 
Kitty says. “It's considered too 
difficult to have a body that 
doesn't quite fit into the bi-
nary scheme when it comes 
to your sex.”
 Kitty points out that there 
are holes in the law. There are 
laws against hate speech, but no 
laws about hate crimes. If you’re a 
customer in a restaurant, you can’t 
be denied service for your sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity; but if you’re an 
employee at this same restaurant, you can 
legally be fired on these grounds. Things 
are even worse for immigrants and asylum 
seekers—the Act on Foreigners doesn’t 
even mention sex or gender.

Where it all intersects
Alda Villiljós, a photographer and gender-
queer activist, believes that one of the more 
important concepts that Iceland needs to 
become familiar with is that of intersec-
tionality.
 “People think of privilege as being a 
one-line ladder,” they explain. “When in 

reality, it's a huge net of things. 
This kind of prevents a dis-

cussion about privilege, 
because people think 

that if they're not at 
the top, then they can't 
have privilege. So that's 
a really important thing 

that we need to learn 
and start talking about. I 

also think it's incredibly im-
portant for different groups of 

minorities to work together, 
and to talk more between ourselves, be-
cause a lot of our struggles are so similar. If 
we work on them together, instead of each 
person  fighting the system in their own 
corner in a very limited way, we can change 
things so much quicker and better."  

Iceland At The Intersection
Trans, genderqueer, and intersex rights

CULTURE 

Words:  
Paul Fontaine

Photo:  
Art Bicnick

ANIMAL OF THE ISSUE:

The Arctic 
Fox

After a mosey about the Golden 
Circle, you—our tourist reader—
might be wondering, “How the hell 
does any animal survive on this 
godforsaken Atlantic rock?” It’s a 
fair question. With its lack of veg-
etation, merciless climate, and gen-
eral all-around uncomfortableness, 
Iceland is not an easy place for any 
living being to survive. That said, 
there are a number of cool fauna in 
the country to explore.
 So, let’s meet the…

Arctic Fox

The Iceland Arctic Fox, or vulpes la-
gopus fuliginosus, is the only native 
terrestrial mammal in the country. 
Strutting around since the end of 
the Ice Age, these hearty carnivores 
have become a national symbol. 
And hearty they are: not only does 
their stunning white coat ensure 
they stay toasty in temperatures up 
to −70 °C (−94 °F), but their peculiar 
fat ratio makes it easy for them to 
thrive on seasonal food supplies.
 In terms of munchies, the foxes 
subsist on birds, berries, eggs, and 
seal pups if they can find them. In 
times of starvation, though, the 
cuddly looking carnivore has been 
known to eat its own feces. Does this 
make them cannibals? It’s up to de-
bate—they might just be perverts. 
 While they are cute little buddies, 
keep your distance if you see one in 
the wild. While attacks on humans  
are rare, the male foxes have been 
known to fight each other to the 
death over the hottest female fox in 
the neighborhood. We wouldn’t risk 
it.

The Coprophagic Cur

Have these furry munchkins tick-
led your zoological bone? Well the 
Arctic Fox Center in Súðavík is the 
perfect place to indulge your foxy 
desires. It’s got exhibits, tours, and 
even two ambassador foxes raised 
to be friendly and loving to hu-
mans. Woohoo!
 All in all, the Arctic Fox is not 
only a fascinating animal but a 
beautiful representation of Ice-
landers—white, blonde, and sur-
prisingly violent.  HJC - Photos by 
Claudia Garrad
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Queer rights activists protesting outside the Russian embassy earlier this year

 Kitty Anderson
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You’ve probably heard of Gunnar 
Nelson, Aron Gunnarsson, maybe 
even strongman Jón Páll Sigmars-
son, but you might be unaware that 
two other expert athletes walk the 
Reykjavík streets. Their names are 
Palli Guðmundsson and Sigurhans 
Óskar Sigurhansson and they are 
masters of the ‘90s childhood toy 
we all know: the yoyo.   
 Over the last two years, these 
passionate yoyoers have worked 
tirelessly to bring the world’s larg-
est yoyo event to Iceland, and from 
August 10 through August 12 it will 
finally come to fruition. So prepare 
to “walk the dog” and make an “Eif-
fel tower.”. It’s the 2017 World Yoyo 
Contest! 

Grind winders and 
offstrings 

 Palli started yoyoing almost 
thirteen years ago. “Every kid 
plays with a yoyo, but I just never 
stopped,” he says. “I went online 
and realised there existed this 
huge worldwide yoyoing commu-
nity. I started learning tricks from 
people all over the world and cre-
ating my own. There was so much 
you could do–so many possibilities 
with this toy.”
 He’s actually a two-time Eu-
ropean yoyoing silver medalist, 
but he’s most well known for pio-
neering a trick called the “Grind 
winder.” “It revolves around doing 
yoyo grinds while the yoyo makes 
a sidewinder.” He pauses, remem-
bering he’s talking to a novice. “Ok, 
it’s kind of a weird spiral thing with 

the string.”
 “People have certain ideas about 
yoyoing,” Óskar says. “For a long 
time it’s been put in a box with 
people thinking it’s just ‘walking 
the dog,’ but in reality it’s a serious 
organising body. There are rules, 
judges, divisions. Only the Olympic 
Committee has prevented it from 
becoming a sport.”
 And the rules are complicated. 
Each yoyo contest has five divi-
sions. The most popular one in-
volves doing modern tricks with 
a single yoyo. Then there are two 
divisions requiring two yoyos used 
simultaneously—one doing clas-
sic tricks, the other modern. The 
next division is called offstring, 
where the yoyo is 
not attached to the 
string. The fifth 
is Counterweight, 
in which the yoyo 
is attached to a 
weight rather than 
a finger. 
 And there  is 
plenty of innova-
tion. “A new style 
has actually been developing over 
the last few years called Double 
Dragon,” Palli says. “You have two 
strings on one yoyo, which makes 
a whole lot of tricks you couldn’t 
do before possible.” It’s not in con-
tests yet, but it’s quickly becoming 
popular, he assures me.

Yoyo-wood
But as with all niche hobbies, 
there’s always the question outsid-
ers have—why? What is the allure 
of a single string looped around 
an axle connected to two discs? “I 
would start with the accessibility 
of it,” Óskar says. “You don’t have 
to shower or anything. It’s some-

thing that’s always with you.” Palli 
adds, “It also helps with my fidget-
ing, and it’s really rewarding when 
you learn a new trick or come up 
with one.” 
 For both yoyoers, though, the 
community was what really ce-
mented their passion. “Yoyo 
contests are the most fun I have. 
Meeting up afterwards, having a 
drink—it’s basically a social gath-
ering first, contest second,” Palli 
says. Óskar interjects, “I am much 
better at drinking than yoyoing. 
That’s kind of my speciality.” Both 
laugh. “I practice enough so I don’t 
suck horribly, but it’s mainly about 
going out to meet people. When I 
compete, I’m mainly close to last 
place. Palli and I try to mirror each 
other, so if he’s finishes second, 
then I go for second to last. It’s a 
really great, yoyo people are fun!”
 As the two delve deeper into the 
intricacies of yoyoing—the person-
alities, the upsets, the drama—it 

begins to seem like 
a Hollywood mov-
ie. This year, the 
characters include 
reigning champion 
Shion Araya, a Jap-
anese prolific teen 
known for his me-
chanical rapid fire 
pace and technical 
perfection. Then 

there’s 2015 winner Zach Gormley, 
a showman with an emotional and 
artistic style. Gentry Stein is a fan 
favourite who combines smooth 
choreography and charisma with 
masterful tricks. It’s a thrill, so 
grab some popcorn and place your 
bets now.
°But broke yoyo novices needn’t 
stay home. While the contest will 
be on the main floor of Harpa, the 
downstairs area will be free, with 
demonstrations and workshops 
devoted to the toy. “Professional 
yoyoers are hosting ‘Learn to Yoyo’ 
workshops during the event,” Palli 
says. “So you can stop by and learn 
to yoyo with some of the best in the 
world.” 
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The Yoyo Madness 
The 2017 World Yoyo Contest Comes To Iceland

“You don’t have 
to shower or 
anything. It’s 
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always with you.”

The tools of the trade

PLEASED TO MEAT YOU!

NO. 02
the lamburger

www.fabrikkan.is

Made from fresh Icelandic 
lamb, it will make your taste 

buds cry from sheer 
happiness

120 g Lamburger (lamb) in a 
freshly baked Brioche bun with 
mushrooms grilled with garlic, 
cheese, lettuce, tomatoes, red 
onions and sauce Béarnaise.

WWW.HANDKNIT.IS

• Skólavör›ustígur 19  tel.: (+354) 552 1890
• Borgartún 31  tel.: (+354) 562 1890



PI
PA

R\
TB

W
A

 · 
SÍ

A
 

better burgers
by the road

St. Louis bacon burger with fries

GET
DISCOUNT

ÁLFHEIMAR
GULLINBRÚ
NORÐLINGAHOLT
MOSFELLSBÆR

Located on selected Olís service stations

Grill66.is

AKRANES
BORGARNES
STYKKISHÓLMUR
SKAGASTRÖND

SIGLUFJÖRÐUR
ÓLAFSFJÖRÐUR
DALVÍK
REYÐARFJÖRÐUR

NESKAUPSTAÐUR
HELLA
SELFOSS
HÚSAVÍK



Words: Elías Þórsson    
Photos: Art Bicnick, Jim Smart 

Much has changed in regards 
to gay rights in Iceland over the 
past decades and many victories 
have been won. Despite that, 
much remains to be done, and 
a recent report on the status of 
LGBTQIA people doesn’t make 
for a pretty reading. 

Hörður Torfason is a musician and 
an activist. He was the first public 
figures to come out of the closet 
in Iceland back 
in the ‘70s and 
was the founder 
of The National 
Queer Organisa-
tion, Samtökin 78. 
Arguably no one is 
a better authority 
on the history of 
LGBTQIA rights 
in Iceland, and 
few if any have 
done more to 
stand up and be accounted for. 
 “I felt someone needed to step 
forth publicly, so I came out on 
August 4, 1975, when an inter-
view with me was published in a 
magazine,” says Hörður. “Society 
back then was incredibly rigid and 
square; we weren’t called homo-
sexuals, we were called sexual de-
viants. But I was fortunate to have 
parents who always told me to be 
myself and stand for what I believe 
in, and I think that is what allowed 
me to step forth.”

 Before the fateful interview 
Hörður was a much celebrated 
musician and actor, getting regu-
lar airplay on the radio and per-
forming in packed theatres. But 
overnight that all changed.
 “I lost my job and couldn’t get 
any work. I lost my home and 
couldn’t find anywhere to live. 
People spat on me on the street 
and I feared being attacked,” said 
Hörður. “It got to a point that I 
was afraid to answer my phone. I 
had to flee the country and go to 
Denmark and I contemplated sui-

cide. But I decided 
that I needed to do 
something, and that 
is why I started Sam-
tökin 78.”

The seeds of 
change

In the beginning, 
Hörður had a hard 
time even getting 
gay men onboard 

with the activist organisation. 
 “I realised that the most impor-
tant thing is visibility. People need 
to see that you are normal. So I 
travelled around the country play-
ing and then I just walked around 
all the towns in the country, and 
because people knew who I was—I 
was ‘the gay’—they peeked at me 
through their curtains and were 
curious. There always needs to be 
someone who takes the first step 
and dares to be visible and I took 
on that role.” 

Far from over

Despite great strides having been 
made since Samtökin 78 was 
formed just under 40 years ago, 
the old adage “all that glitters is 
not gold” is apt for explaining the 
status of the queer community in 
Iceland. Each year ILGA Europe, 
the European Region of the Inter-
national Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Trans and Intersex Association, 
releases Rainbow Europe, a review 
on the status of queer rights on 
the continent, and the recent re-
port isn’t good. Tied in tenth with 
Greece, Luxembourg, Hungary and 
Slovenia, Iceland gets a paltry 47% 
rating out of 100%. The country 
may have achieved the huge land-
mark of appointing the first les-
bian Prime Minister in 2009 and, 
in general, gay men and women 
are accepted in society, but when it 
comes to other minorities within 
the community (such as non-bi-
nary and trans people) it lags far 
behind its Scandinavian and Euro-
pean neighbours. 
 “I am a gay man and prejudices 
towards me are basically non-ex-
istent. You just have these old left-
overs like Gylfi Ægisson, but other 
than that there is virtually noth-
ing,” says 
Daníel Arnarsson, Executive Direc-
tor of Samtökin 78. “But I think that 
prejudices towards other groups 
are not acknowledged. Let’s say a 
14 year old boy comes out and says 
that he has the incorrect gender, 
society will likely respond that it 
is wrong and just a phase. But if he 
came out as gay, then I think peo-
ple for the most part would accept 
it. We understand that and every-

body knows someone who is gay, 
but we always fear the unknown.” 
 Daníel mentions that among 
the things lagging behind is the 
possibility to register as a third 
gender and that no laws exist ban-
ning workplace discrimination of 
trans people. And possibly worse 
is how we treat queer refugees.
 “It is almost comical that we’ve 
advertised ourselves as being this 
gay paradise—which is far from 
the truth—but then we don’t have 
any regulations recognising gay 
refugees,” says Daníel. “Samtökin 
78 often gets contacted by refugees 
who want to come here, but there 
is nothing we can do for them. 
We don’t have the power or the fi-
nances to change the laws. I have 
heard of asylum seekers who are so 
afraid of being sent back that they 
have contemplated suicide.”

A walk through time
Much might still be left to do; the 
fight for human rights is never 
over. But it is clear that the status 
of the queer community has come 
very far  from the time when prej-
udices forced Hörður to leave the 
country, and Pride is about celebrat-
ing that change and the victories. 
And at the end of our chat Hörður 
painted an image that seems to cap-
ture the change perfectly: 
 “Just think about these two 
walks. One, when I walked down 
Laugavegur in 1975, with people 
spitting on me, shouting obsceni-
ties, and me fearing assault. And 
then, the Pride Parade, where 
100,000 people walk down the 
same street supporting the rights 
we have earned.”  

Hörður Torfason reflects on the progress made
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The Struggle 
Continues 

Iceland’s chequered history of gay rights

“I lost my job and 
couldn’t get any 

work... people 
spat on me on 
the street and 
I feared being 

attacked.”

At the gay rights protest march, June 30th 1993.
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Gógó Starr emerges from behind the 
red velvet curtain with a glowing smile, 
wearing an exaggeratedly glamorous 
sequined black dress that sparkles un-
der the stage lights. She steps out in 
front of us and strikes a pose, throw-
ing her blonde curls from left to right, 
basking in the audience’s attention. 
She flashes another charming smile 
to the front row, flirting exaggeratedly 
as she wiggles to the music, whilst lip-
syncing along with the song. Each and 
every person in the audience beams 

back at her, profoundly won over. 
GóGó’s pin-up-girl style of “boylesque” 
drag is challenging, entertaining and 
beautiful, in equal measure. 
 The event in question is Drag-
Súgur, a lively and flourishing monthly 
drag show and variety night held at 
downtown bar Gaukurinn. It has be-
come one of the city’s fastest-rising 
live entertainment events, with recent 
shows performed in front of a packed 
house. GóGó is one of Drag-Súgur’s 
two founders. Out of drag, GóGó is Sig-

“Nobody does drag because they’ve had a perfect life." 

"It’s an extreme character that  
has traits you’re lacking, or wish  
you had—but you actually have  

them, because you’re showing them." 

"It’s beautiful art made  
by broken people."

Iceland’s  
Drag Race

Words:  John Rogers    
Photos: Hörður Sveinsson & Kaspars Bekeris

Gogo Starr, 
surrounded  
by family
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urður Heimir Guðjónsson, a charming 
fresh-faced 23 year old, who kickstart-
ed the show the night after moving to 
Reykjavík from Akureyri.  

The resurrected scene

“Me and Ragna Rök came together 
and formed Drag-Súgur in 2015, and it 
grew from there,” says Sigurður. “Since 
the ‘90s there hadn’t really been a drag 
‘scene’ in Iceland. A lot of other things 
were happening in the world then—
like the queer rights movements and 
the club kids scene. There existed a 
small drag pop-culture scene in Ice-
land, but it dwindled down in the ‘00s. 
It was just barely kept alive by a yearly 
drag competition during Pride—it be-
came just a Pride thing. But then we 
started Drag-Súgur, and it became a 
scene again.”

 The motivation to give birth to the 
Drag-Súgur concept came when GóGó 
won the annual Icelandic drag con-
test in Reykjavík—one of the few drag 
events happening in the city at that 
time.
 “When I was crowned and won 
the drag competition, I wanted to do 
something with that title,” says Sig-
urður, “and create a space that other 
people could use to express drag or just 

queer variety in general. That’s why we 
created Drag Súgur. We’ve been doing a 
monthly show ever since, and it’s been 
going great. This is all I do now—I’m 
an entertainer, a producer and a per-
former. Others are coming along as 
well. We’re getting booked for more 
than just our shows—we’re getting 
booked at Loft, or in the cabaret, and 
even for private events like stag par-
ties.”

The queerness

It took a while for Drag-Súgur to con-
nect with the local queer community, 
which for a long while had been suf-
fering from a lack of communal venues 
and safe spaces. Sigurður relates how 
the Drag-Súgur audience was, at first, 
mostly borne from the wild success of 
the US reality TV show ‘Rupaul’s Drag 
Race,’ in which a variety of drag queens 
compete in categories that include cat-
walk shows, lip sync battles, stand up 
comedy and roasts, musical perfor-
mances, and more. 
 “The initial audience was definitely 
very into ‘Drag Race’,” says Sigurður. 
“They weren’t queer people—although 
we really tried to market it towards 
that community. But this year we’re 
seeing more interest from the queer 
community, they finally seem to want 
to get bigger and better and louder. It’s 
wonderful, it’s more than I could have 
hoped for when we started it.”
 The influence and interest gener-
ated by ‘RuPaul’s Drag Race’ has had 
a big effect, nonetheless. “‘Drag Race’ 
has completely warped everything 
concerning drag,” continues Sigurður. 
“A lot of older performers don’t take it 
well—they think it’s ruined drag. For 
me it’s changed it, for sure. Drag is get-
ting closer to the mainstream—but 
that’s causing it to become more edgy, 
and I really enjoy seeing so many dif-
ferent people in drag. Everyone who 
can afford a pair of lashes thinks they 
can become a drag queen now. And 
sure, why not, they can!”

The royalties

This spirit of inclusivity and positiv-
ity permeates the Icelandic drag scene, 
and sparks the creative, accepting 
and lively atmosphere at Drag-Súgur. 
Whilst GóGó’s aesthetic is an act of cre-
ating a glittering female illusion, other 
Reykjavík drag performers take things 
in impressive creative directions—be 
it dark, gothic, clownish, or wildly indi-
vidualistic. Nobody judges each other’s 
choices. In fact, the Drag-Súgur kings, 
queens and in-betweens decided to 
band together to collectively be known 
as “drag royalties,” to make it clear that 
the scene is even and supportive.
 “We want to be inclusive to all peo-
ple who really want to entertain and 
express their art on stage, no matter 
their gender or sexuality or whatever. 
I think there’s so much more creativ-
ity, fabulousness and fun that way. I 
don’t see why you’d limit yourself to 
one thing just because it sparkles. Al-
though I do love them sparkles!”

All hail the king

Turner Strait is a drag king who’s a 
regular on the Drag-Súgur scene, and 
particularly enjoys the diversity of 
styles and aesthetics. “One of the new 
queens, Deff Starr, is defining herself 
as a clown queen right now,” says Turn-
er. “It’s a family. It’s like, if you wanna 
be a pageant queen, be one; and if you 
wanna be trashy, be trashy! Just as long 
as your act is good.”
 Turner claims that the exposure to 
other ideas of what drag is, and can 
be, is one of the best things about the 
scene, with people pushing each oth-
ers’ boundaries through exhibition. 
“It might be the environment, or be-
ing challenged by the show runner, or 

a self-imposed challenge,” says Turner. 
“Maybe I want to try stand-up, or may-
be I’ve never sung on stage before, so 
I want to sing live. It goes in all direc-
tions, I think. Hosting a show was a 
challenge for me, I’d never done that 
before. And getting up on that stage is 
a challenge in itself.” 

Over the edge

Jenny Purr, aka Kristrún Hrafns, is 
a bio-queen, or a biologically female 
performer whose colourful, hyper-
glamorous drag persona is also female. 
“What I love about Drag-Súgur is that 

we’re a variety show,” says Jenny. “In 
other cities they’re usually drag queen 
shows, with not so many kings, or gen-
derfuck, or people that blur the lines. 
We try to be as inclusive as possible—
not only for the audience to see the va-
riety, but for the performers too. We’re 
a tiny drag family—when we talk about 
ourselves as ‘royalties,’ it’s because we 
have people who don’t fit into any box.”

 Starina—a veteran queen who won 
the Icelandic Drag Contest in 2003, 
also known as Ólafur Helgi Móberg—
agrees, and has embraced the arrival 
of Drag-Súgur on the scene. “What Ru-
Paul is doing has helped Drag-Súgur a 
lot,” says Starina. “But really, it stands 
on its own two feet. I think Drag-Súgur 
is a much more liberal style of drag—
they do more genderfuck, and have 
kings and bio-queens. And who’s to 

tell us what’s drag and what isn’t? It’s 
like saying one painting is a painting, 
and another isn’t. It’s the same thing. 
I would never consider Drag-Súgur 
mainstream. They’re over the edge, and 

trying to make people think. It’s not so 
much about what you wear or gender 
illusion; it’s about performance.” 

Everyone do drag

Something that all of the royalties have 
in common is the opinion that doing 
drag is a personally enriching experi-
ence, whether it’s the confidence boost 

“I have three drag kids... but I’m a horrible mother. It’s a running 
joke that I gave them my name and threw them in the gutter. But 

they seem to be doing fine—it must be the good genes.”

28 The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 14 — 2017

Miss 
Encircled

Skaði

Ragna Rök

Turner Strait



of the stage, or the exploration of dif-
ferent aspects of gender. 

“What I found interesting when I tried 
drag for the first time,” says Ragna 
Rök, also known as Hafsteinn Himin-
ljómi Regínuson, “was how freeing it 
was, realising that it’s not a big deal to 
put on a dress. People do it every sin-
gle day of their lives and just because 
you’re brought up male doesn’t mean 

you shouldn’t. But with that allowance, 
you start letting your femininity come 
out more. My humour is found in what 
I consider to be my feminine side. For 
me, drag is like having a new page, 

thinking: ‘This night, while I’m dressed 
like this, nobody knows me.’ I could say 
things I always wanted to say, because 
the character is a temporary charac-
ter and a figment of my imagination. 
Then the next day I can say, ‘I was just 
in drag. It wasn’t me, it was Ragna.’ She 
gives me a lot of confidence in my real 
life. Especially to put up against toxic, 
aggro male culture. I have become bet-

ter at dealing with that than before.”
 For Ólafur Helgi, the dynamics of 
entering the drag persona are dif-
ferent, with Starina acting more like 
an alter ego. “As Starina I do stuff I 
wouldn’t normally do,” says Óli. “Sta-
rina is Óli but in a very accentuated 
way. The main thing she has taught me 
is to stand on my own two feet, to be 
strong, to be who I want to be. Starina 
has helped me so much.”

Extroverted and fabulous

GóGó Starr loves seeing the perform-
ers’ different experiences of drag. “I 

really enjoy it when someone’s an in-
trovert before they step into charac-
ter, then become super extroverted 
and fabulous,” says GóGó. “When I 
began, Sigurður and GóGó were pretty 
far apart, but now they’re fairly close. 
GóGó was an extra-super-peppy-weird 
creation. I’ve learned so much from be-
ing GóGó and I’ve brought that to my 
boy-self. Becoming a super extreme 

version of myself onstage is really lib-
erating. I recommend drag. Everyone 
do drag!”
 “I’ve seen people try drag for the 
first time and have their confidence 
soar,” continues Ragna. “For example, 
Wonda Starr turned up and slayed the 
show, then started doing comedy and 
lip-syncing, then started hosting, got 
a job writing articles, then a job writ-
ing articles as Wonda Starr, which 
wrapped it all up.”

Drag family values

This sense of mutual encouragement 
and drag family values is ever present 
at Drag-Súgur, where the performers 
mingle in the crowd when not onstage, 
always making themselves available 
to lend a helping hand to their fellow 
queens should anything go wrong. At 
the Drag Lab—an experimental “drag 
open mic” scenario, also held at Gau-
kurinn, where people can show up, feel 
safe, and try drag for the first time—
Wonda Starr was often seen putting 
out miniature fires. When a mic didn’t 
go on, she was running to the sound-
booth, and when one debut performer’s 
show ended with him blinded by mas-
sage oil and glitter, she ran onstage to 
wipe off his face.

Wonda is one of GóGó’s drag children. 
“I have three kids,” smiles Sigurður. 
“The term ‘drag mom’ is used for 
someone helping a performer to either 
get started, or to get better because 
you see potential in them, or because 
they’ve reached out to you. You end 
up having this nice family connection. 
My first daughter is Wonda Starr, then 
there’s my son Yannuss Starr, and also 
Deff Star. I love how they’re all vastly 
different from me and really doing 
their own thing—because I don’t help 
them one bit. I’m a horrible mother. 
And that’s really a running joke—that I 
gave them my name and dropped them 
in the gutter. But they seem to doing 
fine. It must be the good genes.”
 Turner feels that cooperation is 
an essential part of Drag-Súgur. “You 
never really know what’s gonna hap-
pen,” says Turner, “and if something 
does happen, it’s good to have some-
one around who’s relatively used to 
the stage and able to handle the situa-
tion. We try to help each other. During 
the last Drag Súgur, Deff Star got dish 
soap over her face and hand soap in her 
mouth, and our stagehand was work-
ing the door—so we had someone run-
ning to the bathroom for tissues while 
Deff was backstage covered in soap. It 
was a mess! But we try to keep each 
other safe, whether it’s from stress or 
whatever else.”

Safe space

This safe environment that drag re-
quires—for performers and audience 
alike—has been provided by Gauku-
rinn, a classic downtown bar and ven-
ue that has been reinvented as a home 
for Reykjavík’s subcultures, including 
drag. For the venue, becoming the 
home of Reykjavík’s drag scene was in-
tentional, and has proven educational.
 “Drag Súgur has had a big impact 
on this place,” says Sólveig Johnsen, 
co-owner of Gaukurinn who coordi-
nates Gaukurinn’s drag shows. “The 
performers have become regulars, and 
have formed this great crowd. We have 
placed more emphasis on equality, and 
safety for everybody’s philosophy, be-
cause since Drag Súgur came here we 
think more about it. There are benefits 
all around, like the idea of have gender-
neutral bathrooms, which we do now. 
It made us ask, ‘which bathroom are 
the drag performers supposed to use?’”
 “Gaukurinn is a fringe bar in so 
many ways,” continues Starri Hauks-
son, the bar’s other owner. “You find 
a lot of different groups here, and the 

bar’s policy stresses mutual tolerance, 
so drag was a welcome addition. All 
our regulars show up for Drag-Súgur.”

Beautiful art by broken people

For Turner Strait, Gaukurinn’s efforts 
are essential to the drag commu-
nity. “Gaukurinn is an underground 
scene,” says Turner. “You see nerds, 
metalheads, and queer people as well. 
There’s been a shift. My circle doesn’t 
really wanna go to Kiki; we go to Gau-
kurinn instead. We feel more included 
there, and it’s more accepting.”
 “I must say, nobody does drag be-
cause they’ve had a perfect life,” fin-
ishes GóGó. “I think it’s just such an 
expression on the stage, with everyone 
bringing different things to the table. 
That’s how you learn so much from the 
drag character you create: it’s an ex-

treme character that has traits you’re 
lacking, or wish you had—but, re-
ally, you do have them, because you’re 
showing them in that other way. It’s 
beautiful art made by broken people.”
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“I have three drag kids... but I’m a horrible mother. It’s a running 
joke that I gave them my name and threw them in the gutter. But 

they seem to be doing fine—it must be the good genes.”
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In our last column we wrote about 
‘Take Me Down,’ the first single from 
the upcoming EP ‘Unravel,’ by elec-
tronic singer-songwriter Einar In-
dra. The EP is now out and it is his 
third release on Möller Records–one 
of Iceland’s premium electronic 
labels– and it definitely lives up to 
expectations. The first track, ‘Rip-
ples,’ starts out with warm synth 
pads and the sound of flowing wa-
ter, before Einar’s soothing voice, 
along with a handclap beat, joins 
the mix. Einar Indra has an ear for 
sound building, song writing- and 
structuring. His compositions are 
densely layered concoctions where 
elements of sound are gradually 
piled on. However, they are never 
overtly dense, with each element 
getting its own space within the 
song, and never turning into an un-
focused muddle. You can listen to 
or buy the EP through Einar’s band-
camp/soundcloud/spotify pages. 
 We usually only write about Ice-
landic music, but this one time we’re 

gonna make an exception, because 
The Straumur editorial board just 
got back from a pilgrimage to Mon-
treal—one of the Indie capitals of the 
world. We were there for the three 
day music festival, Osheaga, enjoy-
ing tons of excellence. Just during 
the first day we saw The Shins, Car 
Seat Headrest, Belle and Sebastian, 
MGMT, Justice and Lorde–all back-
to-back. The Shins put on good show 
and Belle and Sebastian never disap-
point, but what really stood out that 
night was the French distortion-
maestro duo, Justice. Justice mem-
ber Gaspard Augé possesses more 
rock in his pinky than most promi-
nent rock bands of recent years have 
in their collective mass. He and his 
other half, Xavier de Rosnay, ham-
mered synthesizers, guitars, mixers 
and whatever gadget they could lay 
their hands on, while the only things 
visible on the pitch black stage were 
their silhouettes, lit by a minimal 
backlight and huge neon crosses. 
 Nasally-voiced Detroit rapper 

Danny Brown also astounded us 
at the festival, with his boundless 
energy, and Nicolas Jaar’s live set 
proved that he is one of the most 
eclectic electronic musicians on the 
planet right now. But the lineup also 
included one Icelandic musician, 
Bjarki. His booming techno tracks 
have received widespread acclaim 
and have starred in sets by some 
of the most respected DJ’s in the 
world, such as Nina Kravitz. He was 
really good, but rather disappoint-
ingly scheduled at 2pm on a Sunday, 
which was kind of awkward. Other 
highlights were the punk-rappers 
Flatbush Zombies, San Francisco 
hippie hipsters Foxygen and South-
African rave-aliens Die Antwoord. 
 Spea k i ng of festiv a ls,  Ice -
land Airwaves just announced 33 
more artists in its lineup, some of 
them among our favorite Icelan-
dic acts, including Gusgus, Aron 
Can, TSS and Joey Christ. Bam!

Time For Pride
LGBTQI* culture takes over Reykjavík

“I think I’ve cried every time,” says 
Eva María Þórarinsdóttir Lange, the 
six-time president of the Reykjavík 
Pride management team, about the 

final day of the 
festival. After a 
year of unpaid 
work and prepa-
ration, “Seeing 
a grandmother 
wav ing a rain-
bow flag with her 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n 
is just an inde-

scribable feeling.” 
 We expect a whole lot of colourful 
grandmas to be out this year, because 
judging by the buzzing program, the 

19th celebration of Reykjavík Pride 
is going to be stellar. The festival is 
a six day celebration full of thought-
provoking educational events and 
large-scale parties. This year’s fes-
tival theme celebrates the boldness 
and creativity of Icelandic “LGBTQI* 
art and artists,” and it has been cru-
cial in bringing positive changes and 
evolving attitudes to the gay and 
queer communities of Iceland. 
 “Pride is something my heart 
beats for,” says Eva María—and Ice-
land seems to agree with her. Ice-
landers understand that if you like 
fun, and if you like love, then Reyk-
javík Pride is absolutely the place to 
be. In recent years, nearly a third of 

population has attended the parade, 
and the popularity and brilliance of 
Reykjavík Pride has not gone unno-
ticed internationally—it has proudly 
earned the nickname “the biggest 
small Pride in the world.”
 But glitter aside, the fight for LG-
BTQI* rights is far from over. Eva 
María emphasizes that Reykjavík 
Pride is a chance to open the public’s 
eyes toward the discrimination that 
the LGBTQI* community continues 
to face in Iceland. “If we can help one 
person come out of the closet, or re-
duce the prejudice in one person’s 
mind... if we can help one person 
live their life more freely—then I am 
happy,” she says. “Reykjavík Pride is 
about more than us,” she finishes. 
“It’s a message of human rights, di-
versity and freedom to the entire 
world.”  
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Taking pride

“Reykjavík Pride is a 
message of human 

rights, diversity 
and freedom to the 

entire world.”

Sweet Nordic Music
Ung Nordisk Musik Festival

14-19 August, Reykjavík and Selfoss

If you’re interested in hearing the 
future of Nordic music, this is the 
event you’re looking for. Featuring 
7 young contemporary musicians 
and sound-artists from Denmark, 
Iceland, Finland, Sweden and Nor-
way, the festival consists of three 
banging concerts that take place 
in Harpa, Listasafn Íslands and 
Skálholt Cathedral. Don’t forget 
to let us know if you spot the next 
Sigur Rós or Björk up there. More 
info at: www.ungnordiskmusik.is 
ZVS

A Night of Culture
Menningarnótt

17 Aug, 13:00-23:00, Reykjavík- Free!      

Searching for the ultimate low-
down of Icelandic Culture? Well, 
look no further: Culture Night 
is here. Prepare for a night of 
dancing in the streets and cel-
ebrations taking place all across 
central Reykjavík, in museums, 
theatres, businesses and residen-
tial gardens. The festival’s slogan 
is: ‘come on in!’, and invites you 
to engage in day full of diverse 
cultural events, culminating in a 
spectacular firework show by the 
harbour. ZVS

Reykjavík Jazz Festival
Reykjavík Jazz Festival

9 Aug 17:00 - 13 Aug17:00, Harpa, 
Various passes available on tix.is

This year’s Reykjavík Jazz Festival 
is an international event and a 
celebration of queer jazz compos-
ers such as Cole Porter and Billy 
Strayhorn. Get ready for a week-
end full of top international jazz 
musicians such as the Fred Hersch 
Trio and Melismetiq, as well as 
some of Iceland’s finest jazz art-
ists, including Leifur Gunnarsson 
& Ragnheiður Gröndal, the Agnar 
Már Magnússon tríó and Samúel 
Jón Samúelsson’s Big Band. ZVS



A Guide To Pride 
How to make the most of Reykjavík’s 2017 Pride blowout  

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen, John Rogers & Elías Þórsson   Photos: Art Bicnick 

Reykjavík’s annual Pride festival 
is a colourful explosion of parties, 
parades, seminars and events all 
based around celebrating, exam-
ining, discussing and expressing 
all shades of gay and queer iden-
tity in Iceland. You can pick up a 
Pride Pass that will get you into 
most events (these are noted on 
the festival website), or, if you have 
limited time or something specific 
in mind, you can buy individual 
tickets for many events. So, from 
discussions on non-binary gen-
der, to variety shows, to a queer-
tronic party, to an outdoor music 
stage and the Iðnó drag extrava-
ganza, these are some events you 
shouldn’t miss.

Queer Icelandic Women In Music

Wednesday, August 9 / 18:30 / The 
Student Cellar, University of Iceland 
/ Free

There’s been a lot of discussion 
recently about how friendly the 

Icelandic music is or isn’t towards 
women, and this event narrows 
that down even further to how 
queer Icelandic women exist in the 
scene. In a roundtable discussion, 
a number of queer female Icelandic 
musicians will explore their own 
intersectional experiences. How is 
it being a woman in the industry? 
What does being queer add to that? 
Bring an open mind to find out. 
And don’t worry—it will be con-
ducted fully in English. HJC    

Life Outside the Binary

Thursday, August 10 / 12:00 / The 
Student Cellar, University of Iceland 
/ Free

The non-binary identity is com-
monly misunderstood. Look at 
the recent hubbub surrounding 
Vogue’s ignorant classification 
of Gigi Hadid and Zayn as gen-
derqueer just for sharing clothes. 
Here, Alda Villiljós, the chair of 
Trans Iceland and Non-Binary 

Iceland, will enlighten you on 
just what the term “non-binary” 
means, as well as discussing the 
unique situation and problems of 
non-binary individuals in Iceland. 
So ask yourself: What’s the best 
way to fight for the rights of non-
binary individuals? What are they 
even fighting for? HJC  

Pride Opening Ceremony

Thursday, August 10 / 21:00 / Gamla 
Bíó / 2.900-3.900 ISK

The Pride opening ceremony will 
be a large-scale variety show held in 
the cavernous Gamla Bíó cinema. 
The performers announced thus 
far are Bergþór Pálsson, Kristjana 
Stefánsdóttir, Daníel Arnarsson, 
Drag-Súgur, Fókus, Guðmundur 
Helgason and Lay Low, with some 
surprise acts promised. There’ll 
be a speech from Felix Bergsson, 
and the whole thing will be hosted 
by Berglind Festival and Viðar Eg-
gertsson, and there are tables or 

standing tickets available, so you’ll 
feel like you’re at the Oscars if you 
wanna get fancy. JR

Queerreads

Friday, August 11 / 17:00 / The 
Student Cellar, University of Iceland 
/ Free

Oscar Wilde once wrote about the 
“love who dare not speak its name,” 
and indeed there is a long standing 
tradition of queer poetry. The event 
has become an annual mainstay 
of Reykjavík Pride and its popu-
larity speaks about the strength 
of the works on show. This time 
around Kristín Ómarsdóttir will 
be the main author reading, but 
there will also be dramatic read-
ings from the unpublished book 
“Búrið” (The Cage) by Lilja Sig-
urðardóttir. There will also be a 
nice selection of queer poets read-
ing their works. EÞ

Queer Literature Walking Tour 

Friday, August 11 / 19:00 / City 
Library, Trygvagata / Free

“You wanna talk about reading? 
Let’s talk about reading.” As you 
might know, Iceland is famous 
for having the most authors per 
capita worldwide, and there are 
thus many amazing queer Ice-
landic works to dive into. Learn 
about them on this tour hosted by 

the Reykjavík City Library, where 
you’ll mosey around the city centre 
soundtracked by excerpts of queer 
literature and poetry by Kristín 
Ómarsdóttir, Sjón, Elías Knörr and 
Eva Rún Snorradóttir. It’s free, so 
no need to bring your wallet, just 
some comfortable walking shoes, 
‘cause as we all know, reading is 
fundamental. HJC 

Queer Cruise 

Friday, August 11 / 20:30 / From the 
Old Harbour, Ægisgarður / 2,500 ISK

No, we’re not talking about that 
kind of cruising, but hey, you do 
you. Anyway, this trip will take you 
around the Reykjavík harbour, so 
you can cruise the view in a dif-
ferent hue. Guided by local DJ and 
radio host Siggi Gunnars, this ride 
is guaranteed to leave you cockeyed 
as there will be many, ahem, spe-
cial offers at the bar. If you’re lucky 
you might spot a whale or two, as 
the event is sponsored by the LGBT-
friendly Whale Watching megalith 
Elding. So slay in the bay with bae. 
It’ll be a ball. We can’t promise that 
Tom will be there though. HJC 

Shore Leave Dance

Friday, August 22 / 22:00-04:30 / Kiki 
Queer Bar / 1,000 ISK or Pride Pass.

After a queer cruise on the high 
seas, all the pretty sailors deserve 
a well-earned shore leave. The 
fight against the waves is always 
demanding, but after drenching 
yourself in champagne it is even 
more important to take the rocki-
ness onto the dance floor. For those 
who arrive early there will be a spe-
cial treat at the bar, the treat is a 
surprise, but there is no doubt that 
you’d want to head from the boat 
straight to Kiki to find out what 
it is. EÞ

Drag-Súgur Extravaganza

Friday, August 11 / 22:00 / Iðnó / 
2.500 ISK

As you might have noticed from our 
cover feature, Iceland’s drag scene 
has been going from strength to 
strength in recent times. The Pride 
Drag-Súgur Extravaganza is the 
place where you’ll see all of Reyk-
javík’s top drag artists bring their 
A-game to the stage, from comedy 
to dance, lip-sync, cabaret, and 
everything in between. Dress up 
for the occasion, and dive right 
in—with a rumoured eighteen 
different queens performing, glit-
ter, fun and fabulousness are all 
guaranteed. JR
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www.borgarbokasafn.is 
literature@reykjavik.is 
Tel. 411-6100

Every Thursday in June, 
July and August at 3pm. 
 
This 90 min. walk is at an easy 
pace and starts at Reykjavík 
City Library in Tryggvagata 15. 
 
Tickets are 1500 ISK, avail. 
at tix.is and at the library.
 
Free for children under 18.

Dark Deeds
in Reykjavík

A Literary Walking Tour

Join us for a fun 
introduction to Icelandic
crime fiction

and more...
ghouls

ghost stories

sjavargillid.is

SKÓLAVÖRÐUSTÍG 14  |  101 REYKJAVÍK  |  +354 571 1100  |  SJAVARGRILLID.IS  

SKAFTFELL – 
Center for Visual Art 
Seyðisfjörður, East Iceland

Edge 
Effects
17.06.–24.09.2017

Kati Gausmann
Ráðhildur Ingadóttir

Richard Skelton

EXHIBITION

skaftfell.is • frontiersinretreat.org

Wednesdays
12.00-20.00 

Open Daily 
12.00-18.00 

GALLERY    – 



Bubbly Brunch

Sat., August 12 / 12:00 / Iðnó / 3,890 
ISK, 500 ISK off with a Pride Pass.

Nothing says glamorous hangover 
like mimosas with brunch. At the 
bubbly brunch in Iðnó you can re-
gain the bubbliness you had unsur-
prisingly lost after a long Friday 
night/Saturday morning. It starts 
two hours before the Pride Parade, 
which means that you can get into 
that sloshed gay old mood right 
before you walk off to celebrate di-
versity and love. EÞ

Pride Parade

Saturday, August 12 / 14:00 / Central 
Reykjavík / Free

The pride parade is a fun and co-
lourful explosion of queer culture 
out onto the streets of Reykjavík. 
With rainbow-painted roads and 
dramatic floats, it’s a must-see 
spectacle. This year the route will 
begin on Hverfisgata near Café 
Rosenberg, and go down onto Læk-
jargata, ending at the Hljómskál-
agarður park. But 
tbh, you probably 
won’t find it hard to 
locate. JR

The Official Pride 
Party

Saturday, August 12 
/ 23:00 / 101 Harbor, 
Ægisgarður 2/ 2,500-
3,500 ISK

As the patron saint 
Adore Delano once 
fa mou sly st ated, 
“Party!” Take her ad-
vice and come to the 
Official Pride Party 
ready to get down with your bad 
self. This extravaganza eleganza 
is bound to be full of escandalo, 
music, dancing, and love, so say 

“Absolutely,” or “OKURRRR,” and 
show up in your best duds. Mar-
grét Maack, Eiríkur Hafdal, Daníel 
Arnarsson, Gabriel Fontana, and a 
number of surprise guests will be 
performing, so it’s bound to be up 
to Adore’s standards. HJC

Family Rainbow Festival

Sunday, August 13 / 14:00 / 
Klambratún / Free

Pride is for all ages, so come cel-
ebrate with Reykjavík Pride, The 
Association of Queer Parents, 
and the U.S. Embassy in Iceland 
(we know, right?) for an afternoon 
of fun. With shows, games, and 
food, this’ll no doubt be the occa-
sion that’ll make your child ask for 
months to come, “Is it Pride yet?” 
HJC

Swim(Ice)cream

Sunday, August 13 / 16:00 / 
Vesturbæjarlaugin / 1,500 ISK, free 
with a Pride pass.

The locals know that the best way 
to recover after a 
long and straining 
weekend is a soak 
in one of Reykja-
v í k ’s  s w i m m i ng 
pool s—a nd t hat 
is how you should 
use your Sunday. A 
DJ will get you into 
the groove, the hot 
tubs will melt your 
hangover away and 
the setting will be 
unicorns and rain-
bows. You will en-
joy it so much that 
you’ll scream like 
when you saw that 
double rainbow. At-

tendees are encouraged to show 
up in their “nicest, queerest swim-
suits”—that’s very much open to 
interpretation. EÞ 
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“The Pride 
Parade is a fun 

and colour-
ful explosion 
of queer cul-
ture out onto 
the streets of 

Reykjavík.”
gpv.is/culture

Share this online

“The Icelandic Museum of Rock 'n' Roll is as 
eccentric in its telling as the tale it celebrates.”

David Fricke, Rolling Stone.

The museum is located in Keflavík 
only 5 minutes away from 

Keflavík International Airport.

Open daily from 11am - 6pm
 

For more go to rokksafn.is

Visit Iceland's largest music museum and enjoy our history 
of Icelandic rock and pop music. Browse through the timeline of 
Icelandic pop and rock music with the Rock 'n' Roll app on Ipads, 
spend time in our soundlab, cinema, karaoke booth, gift store, 

exhibitions or simply grab a cup of co�ee at our café (free wifi!).

THE ICELANDIC 
MUSEUM OF 

ROCK 'N' ROLL

The Icelandic Museum of Rock 'n' Roll

RESTAURANT- BAR

7.990 kr.

Vesturgata 3B | 101 Reykjavík | Tel: 551 2344 | www.tapas.is

Taste the
best of Iceland

ICELANDIC GOURMET FEAST 
Starts with a shot of the infamous Icelandic 
spirit Brennívín

Followed by 7 delicious tapas 
• Smoked puffin with blueberry“brennivín” sauce

• Icelandic Arctic Charr with peppers-salsa

• Lobster tails baked in garlic

• Pan-fried line caught blue ling with lobster-sauce

• Grilled Icelandic lamb Samfaina

• Minke Whale with cranberry-sauce

And for dessert 
• White chocolate "Skyr" mousse with passion    
 fruit coulis

late night dining
Our kitchen is open
until 23:30 on weekdays
and 01:00 on weekends
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FROM BEST OF 
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Best Clothing Store: 

Húrra 
Reykjavík
Hverfisgata 50 & 78

Húrra Reykjavík is a white-
cube space located on Hverfis-
gata, a street that’s undergone 
a huge facelift in recent years. 
The store has become a fast fa-
vourite with locals, including 
all the members of our panel, 
who collectively called this 
one immediately. “Húrra has 
created a buzz and excitement 
around fashion never before 
seen in Iceland,” they said. “It 
has also single-handedly cre-
ated a sneaker culture here. 
Before Húrra, no one had ever 
camped out to buy a pair of 
sneakers in Iceland.” 

Best Pool: 

Lágafellslaug 
Lækjarhlíð 1a, 270 Mosfellsbær

With big crowds at the city-
centre pools, our panel chose 
the tucked-away Lágafellslaug 
as their current favourite 
swimming spot. Mosfellsbær’s 
modern swimming palace 
still has, as our panel noted, 
“that new pool smell.” It has 
everything you could want for 
a perfect swimming experi-
ence: spacious hot pots, mul-
tiple slides and amusements 
to keep the kids happy, a small 
but perfectly formed sauna, 
and a steam room with a view 
over the mountain of Úlfars-
fell. It’s a twenty-minute drive 
from downtown, but it’s worth 
it—and if you’re driving the 
Golden Circle or heading on a 
northbound road trip, it’s right 
in your path.gpv.is/bestof

Get to know Iceland

“From Oumph-filled sandwiches, to an amaz-
ingly creamy vegan lasagne, to chunky, fill-
ing burgers—Vínyl has become a mecca for 

the vegans of Iceland.”
CITY GUIDE

Vegan Iceland
An ethical day in Reykjavík

Words  JOHN ROGERS & HANNAH JANE COHEN      Photos  ART BICNICK

Just a few years ago, it was pretty 
hard to be a vegetarian in Iceland, 
never mind a vegan. But thanks 
in part to the increasingly popu-
lar Veganuary—when people go 
vegan for January, and sometimes 
stick with it for longer—and due 
to the varied dietary demands of 
the tourist masses, the situation 
is evolving fast. There is now a 
pretty solid set of places catering 
to ethically-minded folk. Here are 
our tips on how to spend a cruelty-
free day eating in Reykjavík.

 
 
Breakfast:  
Chia Pudding At Te Og Kaffi

A two tablespoon serving of chia 
seeds has just as much Omega-3 
fatty acids as 4 ounces of salmon. 
The best version in Reykjavík exists 
at chain coffee shop Te og Kaffi. 

Their pudding has that perfect 
creamy-gooey consistency and is 
loaded with different toppings. The 
café also offers dairy-free options 
for lattes and cappuccinos, like oat 
milk and almond milk. 

Activity: Whale Watching

We’re just taking a shot in the dark 
here, but if you think about ethical 
consumption, you’d probably en-
joy seeing some whales. Of course, 
sightings aren’t guaranteed, but 
some operators offer repeat trips 
if you don’t see any whales the first 
time around. There are a variety 
of options, from a chill cruise to 
an action-packed speedboat tour, 
mostly leaving from the old har-
bour area.

 

Lunch: Garðurinn

Kaffihúsið Garðurinn (Ecstasy’s 
Heart Garden) offers a diverse menu 
of cosy filling vegan food. Their 
menu changes daily but always con-
tains a gluten-free vegan soup op-
tion.  With a homey vibe and a great 
outdoor area, this place is perfect 
for a quiet lunch—and you might 
find yourself here for much longer 
than planned.

 

Shop: Manía

The owner of the Manía clothing 
store is vegan, as is every single styl-
ish product sold there. Targeted to-
wards the trendy Instagram crowd, 
the store features everything you’ll 
find on your favourite influencers’ 
feeds only days after their perfectly 
filtered shot. While Manía is techni-
cally a woman’s store, really, what is 
women’s clothing? Why can’t men 
wear velvet slip dresses, deep v-neck 
bodysuits, and chunky black boots? 
This is 2017, for Goddess’s sake. 

 

Drinks: Gaukurinn 

L i n nea Hel l st röm, K r u m m i 
Bjorgvinsson and Örn Tönsberg 
just crowdfunded the construction 
of a fully vegan diner inside of Gau-
kurinn, which will offer cruelty-free 
grub as well as a mouth-watering 
cocktail menu. But until then,the 
staff have been vegan-ising the bar, 
which means you’ll find a selection 
of fancy vegan cocktails guaranteed 
to satisfy all your human lets-get-
fucked-up desires. If you can, try to 
catch a concert as well—Gaukurinn 
is known for booking the best of 
the rock and underground acts in 
the city. 

 

Dinner: Kaffi Vínyl 

Kaffi Vínyl is, as far as we know, 
the only 100% vegan restaurant in 
Reykjavík, so it’ll probably be a go-to 
during your stay here, with a menu 
of Oumph-filled sandwiches, an 
amazingly creamy vegan lasagne, 
and chunky burgers. They have a 
great record collection, an airy din-
ing room, and DJs by night—and 
they even make a frothy and tasty 
vegan whisky sour.

  
 
Snack: Vegan Ice Cream at 
Joylato or Valdís

Eating ice cream in every weather is 
an Icelandic hobby. Joylato’s treats 
are made right in front of you us-
ing liquid nitrogen. They’ve got a 
plethora of vegan flavours—using 
coconut milk—which can be topped 
with everything from fruit to vegan 
wafers. Grandi institution Valdís 
also has a vegan option.

 

Late Night: Mandi

The Mandi vegan falafel is a staple 
in any self respecting Reykjavík 
vegan’s diet. If you’re not familiar 
with the local haunt, it’s open un-
til 6 AM every weekend night, so 
you can feel free to get absolutely 
smashed without fear of being a 
hungry drunk vegan once the bars 
close. 

OPEN  daily 12  ̶ 6 pm   FREE ADMISSION 
only 40 min. drive from Reykjavík 

- on the Golden Circle 

    Creating the Self  

Foreign  
Installation by Tinna Ottesen 

 

Finnur Jónsson 
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Jóhannes Kjarval 
Jón Engilberts 
Jón Stefánsson 
Muggur 
Snorri Arinbjarnar 
Svavar Guðnason 
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THE NEW 
LEGEND
NEW VERSIONS OF THE 
ICELANDIC HOT DOG

INGÓLFSTORG



Perfect Day
A face of the downtown scene tells us how to spend a perfect day in Reykjavík

Reykjavík Map

Vital Info

Places We Like Best Of Reykjavík

August 11 - August 24

In Your 
Pocket

Glódís Perla Viggósdóttir

Glódís Perla Viggósdóttir is a 22 
year old footballer, currently liv-
ing in Malmö, Sweden, and play-
ing professionally with FC Rosen-
gård and the Icelandic national 
team. “I grew up in Kópavogur,” 
she says, “in the lovely Fossvogs-
dalur. I’m studying Psychology 
from a distance at the Univer-
sity of Akureyri, where I hope to 
graduate next summer with a 
Bachelor’s degree.” Here’s how 
Glódís would spend a perfect 
day in Reykjavík.

First thing in the morning:

On my perfect day, I would sleep in 
and cuddle in bed for a little while 
and maybe even watch a little TV 
before getting up.

Favourite breakfast place:

If I have a day off I love putting 
on some nice relaxing music and 
making healthy banana pancakes, 
made from bananas and eggs, which 
I serve with strawberries, blueberries 
and honey. It’s my absolute favourite 
breakfast and a great alternative to 
the normal porridge. 

Around midday:

I love starting my day with a 
workout so if I have football training 
I would do that. If not, I would go 
to the gym, usually World Class 
on Seltjarnarnes, where I would 
end my workout by relaxing in the 
swimming pool, and definitely 
going to the ice bath next to the 
hot tubs. It does wonders for your 
body. On my way home I would stop 
at Boozt Barinn and get a “grænn 
ofurboozt” with vanilla protein. 

For lunch:

I would probably have a late lunch 
at Vegamót. I love their nachos, and 
I just have to go there every time I 
come home to Iceland. They have all 
kinds of food, and everything I’ve 
tasted has been good, so this place 
has never let me down. 

In the afternoon:

The afternoon I would spend in 
Hljómskálagarðurinn, relaxing on a 
blanket with some friends, enjoying 
the nice weather with some music, 
and maybe bringing an American 
football to throw around.

For dinner:

For dinner I would go to Bryggjan 
Brugghús down by the harbour and 
try to get a seat by the window, or 
outside if the weather is good, for 
the nice view of the harbour. I would 
order a steak, it’s just great there. 
And after dinner I would walk over 
to Valdís on the other side of the 
street to buy ice cream, where they 
offer all the flavours in the world. 
After picking my ice cream, I would 
take a walk along the harbour and 
sit down somewhere and enjoy it 
with the evening sun in my face. 

In the heat of the night:

There is nothing better than 
Icelandic summer nights. It’s light 
all night, and if the weather is 
good you just have to be outside. 
So I would end my night with 
gathering my friends to go down to 
Klambratún and play frisbee golf—
simple, and great fun! 

Venues
The numbers on the right (i.e. E4) tell you 
position on the map on the next page 
Austur
Austurstræti 7 D3

B5
Bankastræti 5 E4

Bar 11
Hverfisgata 18 E5

Bar Ananas
Klappastígur 28 E5

Bíó Paradís 
Hverfisgata 54 E5 

Bjarni Fel 
Austurstræti 20 E4

Bravó
Laugavegur 22 E5

Boston
Laugavegur 28b E5

Café Rósenberg
Klapparstígur 25 E5 

Den Danske Kro
Ingólfsstræti 3 E4 

Dillon
Laugavegur 30 E5

Dubliner 
Naustin 1-3 D3 

Dúfnhólar 10
Hafnarstræti 18 D3 

English Pub
Austurstræti 12 D3

Gaukurinn 
Tryggvagata 22 D3 
 
Green Room

Lækjargata 6a  E4

Hressó
Austurstræti 20 D3

Húrra 
Naustin  D3

Kex Hostel
Skúlagata 28 E7

Kaffibarinn
Bergstaðastræti 1 E4

Kaffi Vínyl
Hverfisgatur 76 E6

Kaldi Bar
Laugavegur 20b E5

Kiki Queer Bar
Laugavegur 22 E5

Loft 
Bankastræti 7 E4

Paloma
Naustin  D3 

Prikið
Bankastræti 12 E4

Reykjavík Roasters
Kárastígur 1 F5

Stofan Café
Vesturgata 3 D3

Ölsmiðjan 
Lækjargata 10 E3

Ölstofan
Vegamótastígur 4 E5

Tivoli bar 
Hafnarstræti 4  D3

Museums & Galleries 
ART67
Laugavegur 67   F7
Open 09-21

ASÍ Art Gallery
Freyjugata 41   G6
Open Tue-Sun 13-17

Aurora Reykjavík
Grandagarður 2   B1
Open 09-21

Ásgrimur Jónsson 
Museum
Bergstaðastræti 74 G4
Mon-Fri through Sep 1

Berg Contemporary
Klapparstígur 16 E5
Tue-F 11-17, Sat 13-17

Better Weather 
Window Gallery
Laugavegur 41 E6

The Culture House
Hverfisgata 15   
Open daily 10–17 E5

The Einar Jónsson  
Museum
Eiriksgata   G5
Tue–Sun 14–17

Ekkisens
Bergstaðast. 25b  F4

Gallerí List
Skipholt 50A   H10
M-F 11-18, Sat 11-16 

Hafnarborg
Strandgata 34,  
Hafnarfjörður

Hannesarholt 
Grundarstígur 10   F4

Hitt Húsið  
Pósthússtræti 3-5   D4

Hverfisgallerí 
Hverfisgata 4 D4

i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16   D3
Tue–Fri 11–17, 
Sat 13–17 and by 
appointment. 

The Penis Museum
Laugavegur 116   F8

Kirsuberjatréð
Vesturgata 4  D3

Mengi
Óðinsgata 2   F5

Mokka Kaffi
Skólavörðustígur 3A E5

The National  
Gallery of Iceland
Fríkirkjuvegur 7   F3
Tue–Sun 11–17

The National Museum
Suðurgata 41   
Open daily 10–17 G2

The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5   H2
Mon–Sun 11–17

Reykjavík Art Gallery
Skúlagata 30   E7
Tue-Sun 14–18

Reykjavík Art Museum 
- Hafnarhús 
Tryggvagata 17   D3
Open 10-17, Thu 10-20

Kjarvalsstaðir
Flókagata 24   H8
Open 10-17

Ásmundarsafn
Sigtún
Open 10-17

Reykjavík City Library
Tryggvagata 15   D3

Reykjavík City 
Museum - 
Árbæjarsafn
Kistuhylur 4 
Daily tours at 13

The Settlement 
Exhibition
Aðalstræti 17   D3
Open daily 9–20

Reykjavík Maritime 
Museum
Grandagarður 8   B2
Open daily 10-17

Reykjavík Museum  
of Photography
Tryggvagata 15   D3
Mon-Thu 12–19, Fri 
12-18, Sat–Sun 13–17 

Saga Museum
Grandagarður 2   B2

Sigurjón Ólafsson 
Museum
Laugarnestangi 70

SÍM
Hafnarstræti 16 D3
Mon-Fri 10-16

Sólon Bistro
Bankastræti 7a E4
Mon-Thu 11-23:30
Fri-Sat 11-01, Sun 
11-23

Tveir Hrafnar 
Baldursgata 12   G4
Thu-Fri 12-17, Sat 
13-16

Wind & Weather 
Gallery
Hverfisgata 37 E5

Venue Finder

Useful Numbers
Emergency: 112 
On-call doctors: 1770 
Dental emergency: 575 0505 
Taxi: Hreyfill: 588 5522 - BSR: 561 0000

Post Offices 
The downtown post office is at 
Pósthússtræti 3–5, open Mon–Fri 
09:00–18:00. 

Pharmacies
Lyf og heilsa, Egilsgata 3, tel: 563 1020 
Lyfja, Laugavegur 16, tel: 552 4045  
and Lágmúli 5, tel: 533 2300

Opening Hours - Bars & Clubs
Bars can stay open until 01:00 on week-
days and 04:30 on weekends.

Opening Hours - Shops & Banks
Most shops: Mon–Fri 10–18, Sat 10–16, 
Sun closed. Banks: Mon-Fri 09-16

Swimming Pools 
Sundhöllin, the downtown pool at 
Barónsstígur, is an indoor swimming 
pool with hot tubs and a diving board. 
More pools: gpv.is/swim 
Open: Mon-Thu from 06:30–22. Fri from 
06:30–20. Sat from 08–16. Sun from 10–18. 

Public Toilets
Public toilets in the centre can be found 
inside the green-poster covered towers 
located at Hlemmur, Ingólfstortorg, by 
Hallgrímskirkja, by Reykjavík Art Mu-
seum, Lækjargata and by Eymundsson 
on Skólavörðustígur. Toilets can also be 
found inside the Reykjavík City Hall and 
the Reykjavík Library.

Public Transport
Most buses run every 20–30 min, 
Fare:440 ISK adults, 210 ISK children. 
Buses run from 07–24:00, and 10–24:00 
on weekends. More info at: www.bus.is. 
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Dining
1. Kumiko
Grandagarður 101

Reykjavík’s first Japanese-focussed 
tea house is a colourful Harajuku-
style cafe that offers fine Japanese 
and Chinese teas, delicious cakes 
and desserts, and a killer brunch 
menu. The brunch presentation is an 
event in itself, with three layers of 
fruit, breads, dips, savouries, scones 
and cakes arriving on a three-tiered 
serving tray. It’s a perfect weekend 
treat for two.

2. Brauð & Co.
Frakkastígur 16

One of Reykjavík’s finest bakeries. 
Regulars swear by their “snuðurs”—
cinnamon bread rolls smothered with 
a sugary glaze. They take it a step 
further and stuff these classics with 
blueberries and whatnot, eliciting 
inappropriate satisfied moans. Get 
there early to snatch a warm one. 

3. Block Burger
Skólavörðustígur 8

Block Burger is an office favourite. 
You can see their white paper to-
go bags stacked on writers’ desks, 
accompanied by empty Fizzy Lizzy 
soda bottles. Modelled heavily on 
the American chain Shake Shack in 
presentation, Block is reasonably 
priced (for Reykjavík) and has quick 
service. It’s a lunchtime spot worth 
checking out.

4. Kaffi Vínyl
Hverfisgata 76

A dedicated vegan café, Kaffi Vínyl 
offers wholesome vegan fare in 
generous portions with soy-based 
meat substitutes and non-dairy 
milk options for beverages. As the 
name suggests, they have a huge 
record collection and DJs several 
times a weeks. With the crackle 
of vinyl lending a warm and cosy 
atmosphere, and healthy guilt-free 
food—what more could you want?

5. Bernhöftsbakarí
Klapparstígur 3

This much loved bakery moved from 
its original location downtown to a 
smaller place close to their supply 
kitchens, but none of the warm 
service or charm was lost in the 
process. Their “runstykki” are bread 
rolls available for 80 ISK apiece—a 
steal any way you look at it. Try the 
curry cranberry rolls and grab an 
almond florentine when it makes an 
appearance. 
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6. Dill
Hverfisgata 12
 
If you’re a gourmand looking for a 
memorable meal when in Reykjavík, 
Dill has to top the list. Dill showcases 
the best of Iceland with seasonal 
menus, paying homage to the 
island’s bounty, executed with all the 
tweezer precision of modern cuisine. 
Don’t even think twice about splurging 
for the seven-course menu—it’s the 
only way to do it.

7. Hraðlestin
Lækjargata 8 & Hverfisgata 64a

Not many would know, but this 
restaurant is the only one that makes 
masala chai an Indian mom would be 

proud of. This restaurant is focussed 
on street fare and everyday Indian 
food. The thalis are a crowd pleaser 
and in recent times they've stepped 
up their game with the vegan thali on 
Wednesdays and dosas for brunch 
on weekends. 

8. Snaps
Þórsgata 1

This beloved casual-chic French 
style bistro has a forget-you’re-
in-Reykjavík vibe thanks to its lush 
greenery and warm lighting. On a 
grey day, nothing beats sitting by the 
greenhouse walls with an excellent 
French onion soup. They make a 
stellar crème brûlée as well.

9. Sushi Social

Þingholtsstræti 5

Formerly known as Sushi Samba, this 
Japanese/South American fusion 
place had to change their name 
recently—but there’s still plenty of 
samba in the menu. Everything comes 
with lots of lime, sauce and chilli, their 
tempura batter is pleasingly light, 
and the exhaustive cocktail menu 
should help any sushi purists through 
the fusion-cooking trauma.

10. Ali Baba
Veltusund 3b

This spot was awarded Grapevine’s 
“Best Late Night Bite.” Needless to 
say, it’s the perfect place to satisfy 
pregnancy cravings ,  spl it ting 
hangovers and midnight binges. We 

New In Town

Jamie’s Italian, Pósthússtræti

Hotel Borg’s lavish art deco archi-
tecture, filled with Italian paintings 
and colorful couches, is the perfect 
place to unwind with one of UK pop-
chef Jamie Oliver’s fine Italian wines 
or fiery cocktails. The restaurant’s 
mouth-watering menu is made from 
top seasonal Icelandic and Italian 
ingredients, and features fantastic 
antipasti and rustic dishes, includ-
ing fresh pasta made each day, and 
sourdough pizzas baked in a mag-
nificent oven. A chain restaurant 
it may be, but Jamie's Italian is an 
affordable, flavourful champion of 
Italian cuisine, and a welcome new  
presence in downtown Reykjavík. ZS

Restaurant - Bar - Deli
Hverfisgata 26 - matbar.is

K

www.maturogdrykkur.is

We take the go
od old 

traditional re
cipes and the 

best icelandic
 ingredients 

to create fun a
nd tasty food. 

Let tradition 
surprise you!

Moooh..!

Baaah..!

...!

C

Party Every Night.
Cocktails! Bottle Service! 
Live Music Every Night! 

50 different kinds of beer. 
Live Sports Coverage

Kitchen open from 11.00.
Ribs - Burgers
Chicken Wings! AUSTURSTRAETI 8  • REYKJAVIK

GRANDAGARÐUR 2, 101 REYKJAVÍK
TEL.: 511 1517

WWW.SAGAMUSEUM.IS

A Viking museum that 
gives a compelling view 

into Icelandic history
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shoulders above the rest when it 
comes to size and the quality and 
variety of produce on offer, as well 
as their lengthy opening hours. 

21. Rammagerðin
Skólavörðustígur 12 & other 
locations

This long-established crafts and 
design store has been running since 
1940, since way before Icelandic 
design was cool. It’s a fascinating 
store, loaded with interesting 
objects and trinkets. While it might 
look like a tourist shop, it’s been 
there for seventy or eighty years. So 
even if it is a tourist shop, it must be 
a good one.

22. Red Cross
Laugavegur 12b & more

There are a handful of Red Cross 
locations in Reykjavík, the most 
popular of which is a small store on 
Laugavegur. Here you’ll be able to 
find some pretty cool and unique 
stuff for cheap prices. 

23. Geysir
Skólavörðustígur 7 & 16

The presence of the aesthetically 
im m a c ul a te G ey s ir  s e e m s to 
continually grow in Reykjavík , 
especially since they launched their 
own clothing line and accompanying 
catalogue. There are two locations 
to drop by on Skólavörðustigur, each 
with a differently styled interior. It 
might be a little pricey, but you’ll get 
something high-quality for sure.

24. Húrra Reykjavík
Hverfisgata 50 & 78

Many credit this store with Reykjavík’s 
sudden obsession with sneakers, 
with people camping outside the 
store to get their hands on a new pair. 
Needless to say, this store is shaping 
fashion in downtown Reykjavík. 

25. Eymundsson
Skólavörðustígur 11, Austurstræti 18

This Icelandic book store chain 
has several branches with a great 
selection of Icelandic writing and all 
the latest international titles, often 
in both Icelandic and English. The 
cafes at the Skólavörðustígur and 
Austurstræti locations also make 
for great people-watching spots, 
and they have a strong selection 
of international newspapers and 
magazines.

26. Handprjónasambandið
Skólavörðustígur 19

T he Icelandic wool sweater 's 
popularity with visitors means 
that they ’re sometimes mass-
produced. But one place you 
know you’ll get the real deal is 
Handprjónasambandið, Iceland’s very 
own hand-knitting association. They 
have plenty of different styles and 
colours available, so choose wisely! 

2 7

5
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recommend the lamb kofte wrap: it’s 
to die for.

Drinking
11. Veður
Klapparstígur 33

This beautifully designed new bar 
looks really fancy, but it has a laid-
back atmosphere, serves a great 
selection of cocktails and beer, and 
plays excellent music. The weekend 
nighttime crowd is a bit American 
Psycho, but that’s not without its 
charm.

12. Húrra
Tryggvagata 22

Húrra has been awarded Grapevine’s 
coveted “Best All-Around Bar.” It’s a 
great place to go anytime for almost 
any reason—whether it’s weeknight 
drinks, dancing with your friends 
or catching a gig in their excellent 
music and events programme. They 
even have karaoke downstairs! 

13. Skúli Craft Bar
Aðalstræti 9

A cool environment in a great 
location, Skúli has a strong presence 
in this category with its vast selection 
of brews, although the prices can 
be steep for the serving size. It has 
Cards Against Humanity, and there’s 
one bartender who sometimes plays 
death metal. 

14. Pablo Discobar
Veltusund 1

This fancy-ass cocktail place is one of 
the more upscale clubs in Reykjavík. 
It has 70s tiki lounge/Boogie Nights 
décor, and the throwback disco 
music is on point.

15. Slippbarinn
Mýrargata 2

This standard go-to bar for cocktails 
holds its own as far as the mixing 
game goes, with a unique menu and 
highly skilled bartenders to shake 
them up. The bar itself is a beautifully 
designed space with a gorgeous 
view, right in the Old Harbour. It 
closes on the early side, but it’s great 
to start out there.

16. Mikkeller & Friends
Hverfisgata 12

T his p lace has a unique and 
constantly rotating selection of 
beers from Mikkeller and other 
carefully picked craft breweries, 
knowledgeable bartenders, and it’s 
located upstairs from Hverfisgata 12, 
so you get good weekend DJs, fancy 
bar snacks and pizzas.

17. Stofan
Vesturgata 3

When the name of the place literally 
translates to “the living room,” it’s 
pretty much expected to be a very 
cosy place to kick back with some 
late-afternoon, early-evening drinks. 
All their beers and wines on happy 
hour from 4pm until 8pm, and it’s 
a lovely central location with a dim 
basement and an airy first floor.

18. Bravó
Laugavegur 22

Bravó is Húrra’s sister bar. They have 
Icelandic beers on tap and DJs at the 
weekend, but one of the best things 
about Bravó is its lengthy happy 
hours—all the way from 11am to 8pm, 
in fact. 

Shopping
19. Hrím
Laugavegur 25

Hrím is a design store that ’s 
also the go-to for fancy cutlery, 
crockery, and kitchen items. They 
offer a selection of international 
products, with a strong Icelandic 
presence scattered throughout. 
Have a browse—even if you don’t 
even cook much, you’ll feel like you 
need everything, because it’s all so 
beautiful. 

20. Krónan
Fiskislóð 1-21, Skarfagarðar 2 (& 
other locations)

This supermarket chain is head and 
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Bróðir BIG ‘Hrátt Hljóð’
The ball/ovary-crushing drop of the summer

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen   Photo: GeiriX

‘Hrátt Hljóð’ trans-
lates to ‘Raw Sound,’ 
and that ’s exactly 

what you get from Bróðir BIG. To 
get the lowdown on his new boom 
bap rap release, we talked to the 
man himself. 

1. DJ Bricks in deep 
concentration (Intro)

‘Hrátt Hljóð’ is defined by hip hop 
clichés, so the first words are ones 
all hip hop heads will know. After, 
DJ Bricks cuts up iconic hip hop 
samples to make the cliché com-
plete. 

2. Hátalarspark
‘Hátarlarspark’ is an endless lyri-
cal word-soup over a smooth beat 
from Hákon Don that shows you we 
ain’t fucking around. Afterwards, 
DJ B-Ruff cuts up Rakim’s ‘Micro-
phone Fiend,’ maintaining the cli-
ché theme.

3. Hrátt Hljóð
Pure aggressive battle rap, ‘raw 
sound’ boom bap hip hop, meta-
phors, word play and attitude. Just 
kickin’ rhymes—no need to get all 
philosophical, psychological or sci-
entific.

4. Náttúrulega
Over a juicy instrumental from 

Morgunroði, one of the smoothest 
producers here, I let it flow natu-
rally.

5 Frelsi
‘Frelsi’ is happy and light with a 
nice reggae feel. I even sing on it.

6. Radio Búggí Vúggí ft. 
MC Bjór & Seppi

Every album needs one gimmick 
song, so veteran MC Bjór and the 
legendary Seppi (of Ha Why?/
Afkvæmi Guðanna/Rottweiler) 
helped me out while our sound 
wizard Frikki played a radio host. 
It’s a lot of fun.

7. Frumskógurinn
I give props to original Icelandic 
hip hop and compare myself to 
Halldór Laxness. The song is like a 
jungle—maybe a little cliché.

8. Að eilífu
‘Að eilífu’ paints a picture of a ca-
sual good day. Sometimes I drift 
into more serious matters but fin-
ish hopeful, all over a smooth beat 
from Gráni and blues style guitar 
licks.

9. Rétt fyrir handan
I wrote and recorded this back in 
2015 when the refugee crisis was 

getting out of control, when we 
started to see drowning children 
onscreen. I hoped it wouldn’t stay 
relevant, but it’s sad how little has 
changed.

10. Rekkógnæs
Just me having fun with the Ice-
landic language, telling people to 
recognize the realness over a lot of 
scratches.

11. Á ferð og flugi ft. 
BófaTófa

BófaTófa (of Geimfarar) is my fa-
vourite Icelandic MC—he’s been 
schoolin’ me since I was 8 years old. 
We exchange verses and end with a 
touch of cliché.

12. Bragdagalistir ft. 
Gísli Pálmi

The title ‘Bragdagalistir’ combines 
martial arts with the art of MC-ing. 
It’s the most popular song on the 
album, with maybe more plays than 
all the others combined. 

13. Erfiður viðureignar
Aggressive battle rap. Hardcore 
beat. A short verse with a whole 
bunch of attitude. 

14. Úr iðrum jarðar  
ft. Haukur H

Haukur H (of Þriðja Hæðin) has had 
a big influence on me and here he 
gives the hardcore spit you’d expect 
from him. I try my best to keep up.

15. Gullaldar endurreisn 
ft. Þeytibrandur & 

Morgunroði
Þeytibrandur and Morgunroði are 
two of the most slept-on, under-
rated MCs in Iceland. You may not 
know who they are but they are far 
better than any ones you do know.
16. Capeesh?
This hardcore spit has both hu-
man centipede jokes and threats 
of hammer assaults. Producer Jay-
ville gave it a dark, grimy, sick and 
twisted sound.

17. Outro ft. HÁSTAFIR
The cliché reaches its climax in the 
outro: "In da house" chants, shou-
touts, and iconic scratch samples.

Check out the album on Soundcloud 
and Spotify.
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from hip hop 
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Music
Björk has announced via her 
social media feeds that a 
new album—her first since 

‘Vulnicura’ in 2015—is coming soon. 
Few details have been announced so 
far, other than that regular collabo-
rator Arca will have a hand in some 
tracks, and that it will be a thematic 
about-turn from her last LP; in an in-
terview with Pitchfork, Björk said, "The 
last album, we sort of call it 'hell'—it 
was like divorce! So we are doing para-
dise now. Utopia." She offered further 
hints about her mindset to DAZED in a 
new interview: “It’s about that search 
(for utopia)—and about being in love. 
Spending time with a person you enjoy 
is when the dream becomes real.”

Icelandic musician Daði has been 
around the scene since the late ‘90s, 
when he co-founded the funk band 
Jaguar. More recently, he took the 
plunge and went solo, releasing his 
first single, ‘Electric Disdain,’ along with 
a music video for the track. The song 
is sombre and was inspired by a very 
dark period in his life, when his 8 day 
old daughter became life-threaten-
ingly ill at the same time as his father’s 
dementia was getting progressively 
worse. The track is mastered by Mike 
Bozzi who has worked with Kendrick La-
mar, Ice Cube and Tupac among others.

DJ and producer Jóhannes LaFontaine 
has started a record label called 199X, 
which will release tracks by Icelandic 
and international artists. Each song 
will be released on 180g vinyl and will 
only be available in 500 copies, with 
the first release being by Swiss artist 
Mateo Hurtado. All the album covers 
will be hand painted by the artist M. 
Kristensen. Jóhannes has been making 
electronic music since the tender age 
of eleven and he is currently based in 
Copenhagen. The label has an ongoing 
crowdfunding campaign running on 
Karolina fund, so if you want to support 
independent releases, then stop wast-
ing your money on crap on Amazon and 
open up your donation heart.

MUSIC 
NEWS 

Darkness And Dread
Mighty Bear’s gender-bending electronica

Words: Steindór Grétar Jónsson   Photo: Hörður Sveinsson

A glittering skull-shaped mask 
appears from the fog, striding 
out over the moss, with the rest 
of his (or her?) visage covered by 
black fabric. A golden hauberk-like 
hooded dress covers their torso. 
This mysterious figure is a dif-
ferent sort of drag queen—a dark 
queen, really—who releases ethe-
real electronic music under the 
name Mighty Bear.
 The person behind the being 
is Magnús Bjarni Gröndal. “Drag 
is now at the level where you can 
think, ‘Why should I present my-
self as a woman or a man?’,” he 
says. “Mighty Bear is just a being, 
depending on the mood I’m in.”
 Also active as the frontman of 
post-rock stalwarts, We Made God, 
Magnús now makes music as his 
drag persona, which sort of shares 
his name—Magnús Bjarni could 
be translated as “Mighty Bear.” 
 “It’s really fun to be in a band, 
but I wanted to do something 
that’s mine,” says Magnús. “It’s re-
ally just putting myself out there, 
all the way, making really vulner-
able, personal stuff, pouring my 
heart out. This is the glamour 
queen in me say-
ing, hey, I’m doing 
something where I 
can sparkle.”

Look the 
other way

Mighty Bear’s 
most recent video, 
‘Hvarf,’ was filmed 
by himself in the 
lava fields outside 
of Hafnarfjörður. “I 
wanted to be alone, 
walking in the lava 
fields,” he explains. 
“It was only sup-
posed to be test 
footage, but storms 
were coming in, so 
we ended up using 
the footage.”
 The video fea-
tures the ominous figure of 
Mighty Bear in the wild, melting 
in and out of the twilight land-
scape. As well as the music, lyrics 
and videos, Magnús is the creator 
of his spectacular outfits. “It’s a 
lot of work, but I just enjoy black, 
dark things,” he says. “I have a fun 
and bubbly personality, but I enjoy 
fucking with the stereotype that a 
gay man in drag only enjoys glit-
ter. I also like darkness and dread 

and horrible things. Why not in-
corporate that into my drag? We’re 
not all little unicorns.”
 Mighty Bear’s music feels per-
sonal and unapologetic, which fits 
the glamorous, haunting aesthet-
ic. “It was a little embarrassing 
walking outside of Hafnarfjörður 
like that, but I also enjoyed it as a 
kind of a ‘fuck you’ to everybody,” 
he says. “I mean, who cares? Like 
with homophobia—if you see two 
men holding hands on Laugavegur, 
just look the other way dude. If 
there’s a ghastly figure walking 
around the lava fields, so what?”

Black metal queen
As a member of the performance 
group Drag-Súgur, Mighty Bear 
performs regularly in the recently 
resurgent Reykjavík drag scene. 
“There’s a great vibe in the scene 
right now,” he says. “It’s such a 
production. We have to focus on 
the pleasure we get from it, be-
cause that’s what it’s all about. We 
also want to build the queer music 
scene in Iceland. It’s funny how 
Iceland is liberal when it comes 

to this stuff, but 
something’s miss-
ing from the music 
scene. We have Páll 
Óskar and that’s it. 
And he’s safe and 
cool nowadays.”
 Magnús con-
fesses that his dis-
tinct approach to 
drag got some push-
back from people in 
the beginning. “As 
much as I love drag, 
there are certain 
stock characters in 
a lot of the shows,” 
he says. “I wanted to 
appeal to a different 
audience. I grew up 
going to black metal 
concerts and lov-
ing the shows. With 
Drag-Súgur, I got a 

lot of questions from people. ‘Are 
you really gonna look like that?’ 
Yes, this is how I want to look! It’s 
about expressing yourself the way 
you want. There are no rules, and 
even if there were, we should break 
them. Drag queens should be pro-
vocative.” 
See Mighty Bear at Drag-Súgur’s Pride 
show on August 11, at Húrra on August 
15, or as part of Culture Night, August 19 
at Grófin Culture House. 
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  August 11 - August 24

Concerts & Nightlife
Events listed are all live performances and  
DJs. Venues are listed by day. For complete  
listings and detailed information on venues  

visit grapevine.is/happening.  
Send your listings to: listings@grapevine.is.

Friday August 11
Concerts:

 Reykjavík Jazz Festival: 
Iceland Meets Tunisia & Kosovo
19:00 Harpa

 Reykjavík Jazz Festival: Samúel 
Jón Samúelsson Big Band
22:20 Harpa

 Reykjavík Jazz Festival: 
Jam Session
18:00 Harpa
Reykjavík Pride: Shore Leave Dance
22:00 Kiki Queer Bar
Reykjavík Pride: Queertronic
23:00 Gaukurinn
Blues Night
22:00 Dillon
Reykjavík Classics: Beethoven
12:30, 15:30 Harpa
Marteinn Sindri & Daníel Friðrik
21:00 Mengi

DJs:

22:00 DJ Maggi Legó Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Fames / Spegill Prikið
22:00 DJ KGB Boston
22:00 DJ Dora Sæta Svínið
22:00 DJ Atli Pablo Discobar

Saturday August 12
Concerts:

 Reykjavík Jazz Festival: 
Masterclass (Tunisia & Kosovo)
11:00 Harpa

 Reykjavík Jazz Festival: Gaukur 
Hraundal & Reykjavík Swing 
15:00 Harpa

 Reykjavík Jazz Festival: 
Marína and Mikael
16:00 Harpa

 Reykjavík Jazz Festival: 
Fred Hersh Trio
20:30 Harpa

 Reykjavík Jazz Festival: 
Trondheim Jazz Orchestra
22:15 Harpa

 Reykjavík Jazz Festival: 
Jam Session
23:00 Harpa
Rock Night
23:00 Bar 11
Reykjavík Pride: Outdoor Concert
15:30 Hjómskálagarður Park
Reykjavík Pride: Pride Party
23:00 101 Harbour
Arctic Lindy Pre-Party

20:00 Hlemmur Square Hostel
Reykjavík Classics: Beethoven
12:30, 15:30 Harpa
Beebee & The Bluebirds
22:00 Dillon
Bounce Back / Chantal Acda
21:00 Mengi

DJs:

22:00 DJ Margeir Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Rampage / SURA Prikið
22:00 DJ Croax and More! Boston
22:00 DJ Seth Sharp Pablo Discobar
20:00 DJ Cosmique Noire Loft

Sunday August 13
Concerts:

Reykjavík Jazz Festival: 
Special Gay Composers Concert
15:00 Harpa
SunnuDjass
22:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
Pearls Of Icelandic Song
18700 Harpa
Reykjavík Classics: Beethoven
12:30, 15:30 Harpa

DJs:

22:00 DJ Krystal Carma Kaffibarinn 

Monday August 14
Concerts:

Megas & Kristínn H. Árnason 
21:00 Mengi
MonJazz
21:00 Húrra
Reykjavík Classics: 
Svanur Vilbergsson
12:30, 15:30 Harpa

DJs:

22:00 DJ John BRNLV Kaffibarinn

Tuesday August 15
Concerts:

Karaoke Party!
22:00 Gaukurinn
Open Mic Night
21:00 Freezer Hostel
Reykjavík Classics: 
Svanur Vilbergsson
12:30, 15:30 Harpa

Sheep Song Committee
20:30 Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum
Major Pink
20:00 Húrra

DJs:

22:00 DJ Pilsner Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Duplo Prikið

Wednesday August 16
Concerts:

 Migos
22:00 Laugardalshöll
Pearls Of Icelandic Song
18700 Harpa
Reykjavík Classics: 
Svanur Vilbergsson
12:30, 15:30 Harpa
Tómas R. Einarsson
20:00 Nordic House
Blues Jam Session
21:00 Dillon
Louvre
20:00 Boston
Don Lockwood Band 
21:00 Slippbarinn
Party Karaoke With Þórunn Antonia
21:00 Sæta Svínið 
Möllur Mashup #3
21:30 Hlemmur Square
Daníel Hjálmtýsson & Steini Teague
21:00 Skúli Craft 
Tregrokksveitin Blues Band
21:00 Gaukurinn

DJs:

22:00 DJ Intr0beatz Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Station Helgi Prikið
22:00 DJ Seth Sharp Pablo Discobar

Thursday August 17
Concerts:

Chase Showcase 
22:00 Prikið
Blueberry Music Festival: 
Opening Concert
20:00 Ólafsfjörður Church
Oksana Semchenkova
20:00 Boston
Rasta Gata: RVK Soundsystem
17:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
Stage Dive Fest: New Icelandic Rap
20:00 Húrra

DJs:

22:00 DJ Casanova Kaffibarinn
21:00 DJ KGB Pablo Discobar

Friday August 18
Concerts:

 Reykjavík Deathfest: Ulcerate
22:00 Gaukurinn
DIMMA
22:00 Græni hatturinn
Ólöf Arnalds & Skúli Sverrisson
21:00 Mengi

Blueberry Music Festival: 
Chamber Music Concert
20:00 Ólafsfjörður Church
Adriano Trindale
20:00 Boston 
DJs:

22:00 DJ Áskell Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Thaison / SXSXSXSX Prikið
22:00 DJ Atli Pablo Discobar
22:00 DJ Dora Sæta Svínið

Saturday August 19
Concerts:

Iceland Symphony Orchestra: 
Culture Night Children’s Program
15:00 Harpa

 Iceland Symphony Orchestra: 
Romeo & Juliet 
17:00 Harpa
The Young Opera Academy
17:00 Harpa
sóley
21:00 HAVARÍ
DIMMA 
17:00, 23:00 Hard Rock Café
Blueberry Music Festival: 
Children’s Rap Concert
14:00 Ólafsfjörður Church
Blueberry Music Festival: 
Traditional Icelandic 
Rímur Chanting
15:30 Hornbrekka
Blueberry Music Festival: 
Grand Finale
19:00 Tjarnarborg Culture House
Jesus’s Blood Never Failed Me Yet: 
Megas / Skúli Sverrisson / More!
21:00 Mengi

DJs:

22:00 Plútó Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Logi Pedro Prikið
22:00 DJ Kári Boston

Sunday August 20
Concerts:

SunnuDjass
22:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
lowercase night 
22:00 Prikið
Pearls Of Icelandic Song
17:00 Harpa

DJs:

22:00 DJ Þórsteinn Eyfjörd Kaffibarinn

Monday August 21
Concerts:

MonJazz
21:00 Húrra

DJs:

22:00 DJ Fu Kaisha Kaffibarinn

Tuesday August 22
Concerts:

Hulda & Rask Collective
21:00 Mengi
Pearls Of Icelandic Song
17:00 Harpa
Karaoke Party!
22:00 Gaukurinn
Open Mic Night
21:00 Freezer Hostel

DJs:

22:00 DJ Óli Dóri Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Orang Volante Prikið

Wednesday August 23
Concerts:

L I N Ü Gulli Björnsson & Jieyon Kim
21:00 Mengi
Umbra Ensemble
20:00 Nordic House
Gutti
20:00 Boston
Blues Jam Session
21:00 Dillon
Don Lockwood Band
21:00 Slippbarinn
Party Karaoke With Þórunn Antonia
21:00 Sæta Svínið

DJs:

22:00 DJ KGB Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Peterson Prikið
22:00 DJ Seth Sharp Pablo Discobar

Thursday August 24
Concerts:

Dance With The Dead
20:00 Húrra
Bubbi Morthens
20:30 Valaskjálf
Rasta Gata: RVK Soundsystem
17:00 Bryggjan Brugghús

 Dance Africa: Barakan Festival 
21:00 Hard Rock Café
Krisján Stéfansson & Svavar Knutur
21:30 Rosenberg
Áslaug Magnúsdóttir & 
Samantha Shay
21:00 Mengi
Orri Album Release Party
21:00 Gaukurinn

DJs:

22:00 DJ Katla Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Sunna Ben Prikið
22:00 DJ KGB Pablo Discobar

Our Picks
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 A Symphonic Love Story

Romeo & Juliet, 19 August, 17:00, 
Eldborg, Harpa, FREE

Do you want to 
come across as 
extra classy and 
cultured on your 
next Tinder date? 
Or just looking to 
top off your baller 
schedule for Cul-
ture Night? Well, 
there’s no better 
way round off 
your Culture Night 
date than with a 
breathtaking Ice-
landic Symphony 
Orchestra concert 
and the most 
passionate of love 
stories: Romeo 
and Juliet. The Ice-

landic Symphony 
Orchestra, lead by 
world famous Ca-
nadian conductor 
Keri-Lynn Wilson, 
will perform  the 
remarkable Pyotr 
Ilych Tchaikovsky’s 
Romeo and Juliet, 
fantasy over-
ture, and Sergei 
Prokofiev’s prolific 
Romeo and Juliet, 
ballet music. 
We’re expect-
ing a symphonic 
masterpiece by 
the time you leave 
the country. ZVS

 
 Migos

16 August, 20:00,  
Laugardalshöll,  
9.900 ISK

If you’re hungry 
for a Bad and 
Boujee time, this 
night is more 
than worth 
the 9.900 kr. 
Sacrifice. ZVS

 
 Dance Africa

Aug 24, 21:00, 
Hard Rock Café, 
2500 ISK

Grab a burger and 
let loose while 
world famous 
Guinean drum-
mers pump you 
up for Iceland’s 
first Barakan 
Festival. ZVS

  
 Sóley

Aug 19th, 21:00-23:59, HAVARÍ, Karl-
staðir, FREE

Looking for a 
bomb-ass com-
bination of or-
ganic food, beau-
tiful landscapes 
and sweet, sweet 
music? Well, this 
is it. Escape to 
the East fjords, 

snack on some 
farm food, sip 
some coffee, 
and let yourself 
be serenaded 
by multi-in-
strumentalist’s 
Sóley’s delicate 
electro-pop. ZVS

  
 Reykjavík Deathfest

Ulcerate, 18 August, 22:00 Gaukurinn, 
2000-2500 ISK

Looking to get real 
extreme? We’re 
talking some-
thing deadly? 
Then don’t 
you dare miss 
New Zealand’s 
Ulcerate and their 
atmospheric and 

technical breed 
of death metal 
at Reykjavík’s 
annual celebra-
tion of extreme 
music. Vofa and 
Zhrine are special 
guests. ZVS



The House  
Lagaffe Built

Iceland’s biggest house label celebrates  
five years of grooves 

Words: Steindór Grétar Jónsson   Photo: Lagaffe Tales

Kaffibarinn, the legendary (but 
narrow) bar on Bergstaðastræti, 
has been the bastion of house mu-
sic in Reykjavík for years. It’s where 
Lagaffe Tales label owners Jónbjörn 
Finnbogason and Viktor Birgisson 
worked together as bar-backs, while 
starting out as a 
deep house DJ duo.
 “We originally 
got talking on an on-
line forum for dance 
music,” says Viktor. 
“Jónbjörn was liv-
ing in Ísafjörður, 
but he flew me in 
from Reykjavík to 
play there. When 
he moved south to 
go to university, we 
started working at 
Kaffibarinn.” They 
founded the label 
in 2012, which, five 
years later, is bring-
ing Icelandic house 
music to interna-
tional attention. 
Their fourth vinyl 
release is due out 
in early September, 
a six track offering 
from French producer Malouane.
 “It was a fun collaboration, we 
really appreciate the ambition he 
poured into the record,” says Jón-
björn, who now resides in Berlin. 

“The record is a 6 track ‘mini-LP,’ 
showcasing the taste and influence 
of Malouane, from slow hip hop 
beats to deep house. We want the 
artists to have freedom to create 
something personal. It’s important, 
otherwise the magic which puts 

ever y t h i ng i nto 
motion can dissolve 
and what’s left can 
be the result of over-
thinking.”

Niche 
audience

Fou nded at  t he 
height of the deep 
h o u s e  b o o m , 
Lagaffe Tales has 
most ly relea sed 
music by Icelandic 
producers,  such 
as David & Hjal-
ti, Futuregrapher 
and Moff & Tarkin, 
alongside records 
from the label own-
ers. “We reached out 
to the local scene, 
looking for fresh 
house,” says Viktor. 

“We got to know a lot of people at 
Kaffibarinn, so we didn’t have to 
look far. We feel we have a certain 
genre, which is difficult to put into 
words, but we’ve been narrowing 

it down and defining it with every 
release. At the same time we’ve be-
come more receptive to unconven-
tional sounds which could help us 
stand out in an ocean of labels.”
 Since last year, the label has fo-
cused increasingly on vinyl releas-
es, starting with last summer’s 12” 
‘RVK Moods’ from David & Hjalti. 
“We felt vinyl was the next step for 
our label,” explains Viktor. “Physi-
cal releases are taken more serious-
ly and we immediately felt a lot of 
support when the first one got out 
there. We had missed out on a few 
EPs, when the producers preferred 
a vinyl release to digital. Now we 
get more quality music and open 
ourselves up to a niche audience of 
vinyl enthusiasts and DJs.”
 In order to share the music with 
a wider audience, the vinyl releas-
es become available digitally a few 
months after the initial distri-
bution. “We have a big fanbase in 
South Africa, for example, where 
it’s difficult to access vinyl releases 
from Europe,” Jónbjörn adds.

The TV club
To celebrate the label’s five year 
birthday, Jónbjörn and Viktor have 
organized a small Europe tour, in 
addition to events in Reykjavík. 
“We’ve gotten to know some great 
people abroad, some of whose mu-
sic we’ve released,” finishes Jón-
björn. “This time around we’re go-
ing to Berlin, Munich and Vienna, 
starting off in Berlin at a small club 
called Farbfernseher. It means ‘col-
our TV,’ because it used to house a 
TV appliance store.” So in Berlin, as 
well as Reykjavík, people are getting 
the Lagaffe picture. 

Check out Lagaffe Tales’ self-produced 
documentary on the label from 2016, 
‘RVK Moods.’
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“We want 
the artists 

to have free-
dom to create 

something 
personal. It’s 

important, 
otherwise the 
magic which 
puts every-
thing into 

motion can 
dissolve.”
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Jónbjörn & Viktor

MADE IN ICELAND  www.jswatch.com

With his legendary concentration and 45 years of experience our Master 
Watchmaker ensures that we take our waterproofing rather seriously.  
Gilbert O. Gudjonsson, our Master Watchmaker and renowned craftsman, 
inspects every single timepiece before it leaves our workshop.

Bus nr. 1  30 minutes  
from Lækjartorg

Open 12–5 p.m. 
Closed on Tuesdays

Strandgata 34
220 Hafnarfjörður
Iceland

www.hafnarborg.is
hafnarborg@hafnarfjordur.is
(354) 585 5790

Hafnarborg
The Hafnarfjördur Centre 
of Culture and Fine Art

Land Seen
In the footsteps of Johannes Larsen
Einar Falur Ingólfsson, photographer

Quality Craft Beer

Aðalstræti 9  •  tel: +354 5196455  •  Facebook: Skuli Craft Bar
Sun - Thu 15:00 - 23:00  •  Fri - Sat 15:00 - 01:00



Art

Master Collaborator
Áslaug Magnúsdóttir takes center stage

Words: John Rogers & Elías Þórsson   Photo: Timothée Lambrecq

Áslaug Magnusdóttir takes to the 
stage in near darkness, her face 
lit only by her laptop screen. A 
juddering, bassy beat issues forth 
from the speakers. After less 
than a minute, she changes lanes, 
wrenching the sound towards a 
wash of ambient sound. But be-
fore the audience can settle into 
a groove or a mood, she switches 
it up again, and then again, and 
again. The results are a fractured 
cacophony of w ildly var ying 
sounds that’s constantly fascinat-
ing.
 As a part of respected elec-
tronica trio, Samaris, Áslaug’s 
clarinet is a signature element  
in their sound. But this is her 
solo project—which currently 
has the working title Slugz—and 
here she’s in control of the whole 
aesthetic. “I’m actually not sure 
if I want to be Slugz,” she says. “I 
haven’t decided who I want to be, 
and what name I want. I started 

out with hating my name Áslaug; 
foreigners can’t pronounce it.”
 The uncertainty regarding the 
name is understandable for an 
artist stepping out of her comfort 
zone and taking the plunge into 
the unforgiving solo-artist river. 
The search for an identity is also 
marred by the conflict of not get-
ting boxed in, of allowing the proj-
ect a strong degree of fluidity and 
motion. And for an artist so used 
to working with others, the idea of 
standing alone can be a daunting 
prospect.”

The lack of ability
“I’m not really a great musician, 
but I feel great when I play music, 
which is probably why I love col-
laborating,” says Áslaug. “This 
makes going solo so scary, be-
cause now I have to do this all by 
myself. When I’m with Samaris 
I have these great people who all 

play their roles, but now I have to 
play all the roles, take all the deci-
sions; it is quite scary.” 
 Despite the apparent anxiety 
about branching out, taking the 
sound in a different direction is 
a welcome challenge for Áslaug. 
Samaris is very melodic and of-
ten quite soothing, and for seven 
years that has been her sound, but 
Slugz (as the name seems to indi-
cate) is a hunt for the rough. “I like 
that it’s not very nice,” she says. “I 
want to go for this glitchy noise 
sound.”  

The popstar fights  
the artist

There is, however,  an understand-
ing for Áslaug of the importance 
of beauty in music—just as long as 
it stays experimental. The project 
should dance on the line between 
noise and music. This is what can 
make it hard to pinpoint in defin-
ing her aesthetic—you only know 
that it is something new, some-
thing that’s not stale. “Am I an 
artist, or a musician? I’m not sure, 
but I mean it’s a Wednesday and 
I went out partying yesterday!, 
So...” says Áslaug, laughing.  
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THIS AD SPACE IS RESERVED FOR 
ROSENBERG KLAPPARSTÍG 27 TO 
ADVERTISE THEIR LOVELY BREAKFAST 
& LUNCH WHICH EVERYONE ARE 
TALKING ABOUT  
 

THIS AD SPACE IS RESERVED FOR 
ROSENBERG KLAPPARSTÍG 27 TO 
ADVERTISE THEIR LOVELY BREAKFAST 
& LUNCH WHICH EVERYONE ARE 
TALKING ABOUT  

Áslaug getting down

Suðurgata 41  
101 Reykjavík  
www.thjodminjasafn.is 
tel +354 530 22 00

Hverfisgata 15  
101 Reykjavík  
www.safnahusid.is 
tel +354 530 22  10

National Museum of Iceland  

The country’s largest 
museum of cultural  
history from settlement  
to present day.

The Culture House  

Manuscripts, fine art, natural 
specimens, curiosities and 
archeaological findings form 
the exhibition Points of View.

 National 
Museum of
 Iceland   

  The  
Culture    
House 

The exhibitions, shops and cafés are open daily 10 - 17 Closed on Mondays 16/9 – 30/4

Ragnar 
Kjartansson

 03.06.– 
24.09.2017

 Hafnarhús
 Tryggvagata 17
 +354 411 6400
artmuseum.is

Open daily 
 10h00–17h00
Thursdays 
10h00–22h00



Art Find today's events  
in Iceland! 

Download our free 
listings app - APPENING 

on the Apple and 
Android stores

F*CK GENDER
Drag photography exhibition opens at 

Gaukurinn

Words: Ciaran Daly   Photo: Kaspars Bekeris

“One love,” reads the subtitle of Drag-
Súgur’s Tumblr page, which shares 
intimate portraits taken of and by the 
eponymous Icelandic drag collective. 
Such universalising rhetoric seems 
betrayed by the vibrancy and sheer 
talent of these unique individuals 
throwing glitter in the face of con-
vention—but maybe that’s the point. 
 Kaspars Bekeris is a former TV 
reporter and journalist in his native 
Latvia, and the photographer who has 
been steadily 
documenting 
Drag-Súgur’s 
work for over 
half a year now. In celebration of Pride 
week, an exhibition of his work with 
Drag-Súgur and other artists on the 

scene, titled ‘F*CK GENDER,’ will be 
on show at Gaukurinn. It’s the night 
before the exhibition when we speak, 
and he’s busy preparing lightboxes 
and staff for the big day.

Destroy, mock, add
“I want to say right away that I am 
not in any way an expert on drag,” 
Kaspars explains. “If I were to talk 
about my understanding of this form 

of art, it would say 
more about me 
than it would the 
art itself. I was 

there to document drag as a critique 
of the artificial nature of gender, but I 
quickly became more and more inter-

ested in the people themselves. They 
are really powerful artists—it is a 
pleasure to see how drag performers 
destroy, mock, or add new layers of 
gender identity. As a photographer, I 
just try to witness that and let them 
tell their story.” 
 He certainly does. Often taken 
close-up, Kaspars’ photographs cap-
ture the small details of the act of 
gendering in a way that brings visual 
ambiguity to the forefront of his com-
positions. They share with drag a cer-
tain ambiguity, which creates a space 
for expression. Kaspars comes from 
a place where, in his words, there’s 
a part of society that still can’t hold 
hands with the people they love in 
public without risking abuse. 
 “I wouldn’t be able to make a sim-
ilar project back home,” he explains. 
“We don’t have a drag scene in Latvia. 
After I moved to Iceland, I realised 
how tired I was of this intolerance 
in my home country. I doubt that it’s 
possible to feel like an outsider with 
these wonderful people. It’s one thing 
to take pictures at shows when the 
artists are fabulous and in charac-
ter. It’s different to ask them to share 
their everyday lives. There are some 
really intimate moments in these 
pictures.”

Multi-talented art form
One of the first things Kaspars no-
ticed about the Icelandic drag scene 
was how small it is. “I can only im-
agine how hard it must be to keep it 
alive in such a small community. It 
is really hard to be a drag artist, as 
well,” Kaspars says. “You need to be 
extremely talented to consider doing 
it—at dancing, directing, lip-syncing, 
or singing.” 
 Kaspars is keen to stress that 
drag kings and queens are not just 
stage performers. They are make-
up artists, designers, seamstresses, 
comedians, actors, and much more. 
“You simply wouldn’t be doing all 
that if you don’t enjoy it. You don’t do 
drag because of money or fame; you 
do it because of the pure enjoyment 
of being the way you are.”
“Drag isn’t just about glitter and 
glamour,” he finishes. “Drag art could 
be a way to challenge not only gender 
norms, but the way we think about 
almost everything. The title ‘F*CK 
GENDER’ represents my own con-
clusions after doing this project—I 
realised that gender is not important, 
because of the simple fact that there 
is no such thing as gender.” 

gpv.is/art
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VISIT KÓPAVOGUR 
CULTURE HOUSES 
AND EXPERIENCE

Salurinn Concert Hall
Náttúrufræðistofa Kópavogs Natural History Museum of Kópavogur
Bókasafn Kópavogs Kópavogur Public Library 
Sundlaug Kópavogs Kopavogur Thermal Pool 
Kópavogskirkja Kopavogur Church

Hamraborg 4–6
Kópavogur 
Bus 1, 2 & 4
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i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16
101 Reykjavík
info@i8.is

t: +354 551 3666
www.i8.is

Stúdíó Ólafur Elíasson
open Tuesday to Sunday 12 - 6pm 
and until 9 pm on Thursdays.

MARSHALLHÚSIÐ, Grandagarður 20

Open 11:30-22:00

saegreif inn. is

Geirsgata 8  •  101 Reykjavík  •  Tel. 553 1500  •  seabaron8@gmail.com

An absolute 
   must-try!

Saegreifinn restaurant (Sea Baron) is like none other 
in Iceland; a world famous lobster soup and a diverse 
fish selection.



Art Listings
Events are listed by venue. For complete listings 

and detailed information on venues visit  
grapevine.is/happening.  

Send your listings to: listings@grapevine.is

Opening
 LISTASTOFAN

Surface Tension / Shape Shifters
Though an experimental photo-
emulsion burning process and in-
stallations of light, sound, and emo-
tion, Christopher Hickey voyages out 
into the unknown on a makeshift 
raft to explore the potential hazards 
of this quest, including shipwreck, 
loss and heartbreak.
• Opens on August 12, 2017
• Runs until August 25, 2017.

RAMSKRAM
In And Out The Window
Nina Zurier presents a black and 
white photography and video ex-
hibit focusing on presenting normal 
objects in an eerie light. There will 
be a special artist talk at 16:00 on 
August 19th, 
• Opens on August 12, 2017
• Runs until September 23, 2017
Ongoing 
THE CULTURE HOUSE
'Points of View' 
Guests are taken on a journey 
through the Icelandic visual world of 
past and present.
• On permanent view

THE NATIONAL GALLERY
“Art of Memory” by Woody Vasulka
Woody’s work leads the viewer 
through a dreamlike journey fo-
cused on landscapes and historical 
paintings. 
• Runs until September 1, 2017

Shoplifter
Hrafnhildur Árnadóttir, aka Shoplifter, 
is a renowned Icelandic designer 
and artist whose colourful, large 
scale installations are eye-catching 
and textural. She uses brightly 
coloured hair fibres to create vivid, 
dizzying landscapes, or “hairscapes”.  
• Runs until October 10, 2017

Treasures of a Nation
This new long-term exhibit presents 
a selected number of works from 
1884 to 1911 of mostly Danish and 
Scandinavian artists. 
• Runs until December 31, 2017 

EINAR JÓNSSON MUSEUM 
Permanent Exhibition
The museum contains close to 
300 artworks including a beautiful 

garden with 26 bronze casts of the 
artist’s sculptures.
• On permanent view

GALLERÝ H
“Rat Race” by Haraldur Ingi Haralds-
son
Haraldur presents 19 paintings in-
spired by politics and the addiction 
to power. 
• Runs until December 21, 2017

HALLGRÍMSKIRKJA
501 Nails
The work 501 NAILS revolves around 
the idea of nailing down time that 
has piled up, time in linear sequence 
from Luther's action to our day.
• Runs until August 21, 2017.

REYKJAVÍK ART MUSEUM - HAFNARHÚS
God, I Feel So Bad / Woman In E
Ragnar Kjartansson’s retrospective 
features four pianists and four op-
era singers playing simultaneously. 
Now a new performance begins: a 
presentation in which a glamorously 
staged female guitarist endlessly 
strums the chord e-minor. 
• Runs until September 24,  2017

 GAUKURINN
F*CK GENDER
Come follow Reykjavík drag artists 
explore the performative nature 
of gender. Through witnessing 
how playfully drag performers are 
destroying, mocking or adding 
new layers of gender identity, each 
photograph is an attempt to catch a 
glimpse of human being beyond the 
limits of heteronormativity.
• Runs until August 14, 2017 

THE NORDIC HOUSE 
THE CITY BEING
THE CITY BEING explores various 
aspects of our modern cities, with 
contemporary Reykjavik as the main 
point of reference. 
• Runs until November 5, 2017

Eyes As Big As Plates
Eyes as Big as Plates is a photo-
graphic art project produced in 
collaboration with retired farmers, 
fishermen, zoologists, plumbers, 
and many more.
• Runs until August 13,  2017

-LINES- 
This interactive sound art installa-
tion explores one of the most fun-

damental parts of Western music: 
Lines. Come create music with your 
own hands using hanging sensors 
and electronics.
• Runs until September 3, 2017

LIVING ART MUSEUM
READ THROUGH
The Living Art Museum presents a 
reading room full of domestic and 
international artworks in book form 
spanning from the 1960s until today.
• Runs until September 2, 2017 

HAFNARBORG
Land Seen – Following in the Foot-
steps of Johannes Larsen
In this exhibition, some recurring 
themes emerge, such as the trail 
or path, the gate and the traveller. 
It explores Einar Falur Ingólfsson’s 
experience following Danish artist 
Johannes Larsen around Iceland.
• Runs until August 20,  2017

Without Dreams All Is Dead
Drawing is the starting point of 
'Wiithout Dreams All Is Dead' , an ex-
hibition that derives its name from a 
poem by Nobel laureate Halldór Lax-
ness, and is an allusion to the world 
of imagination an artist inhabits.
• Runs until August 20, 2017  

HLEMMUR SQUARE
Dýragarður - Zoo
Úlfur Karlsson has a cartoonish style 
in this exhibit hosted by the Hlem-
mur Square Hostel/Bar. Expect lots 
of colour and confusion. 
• Runs until August 26, 2017  

REYKJAVÍK MUSEUM OF PHOTOGRAPHY
Metamorphosis
In Metamorphosis, Sigurgeir Sigur-
jónsson compares the city to the 
built-up countryside to the wild wil-
derness. From torn-down buildings 
in Reykjavík to abandoned farms, 
the photos are brutal, sometimes 
violent, but beautiful.
• Runs until September 10, 2017

GERÐASAFN KÓPAVOGUR ART MUSEUM
The In, With and Between Us  
This exhibit presents a conversation 
around non-linear readings of place 
and time, language and translation. 
It is a collaboration between a num-
ber of international MFA students 
from the SVA school in New York.
• Runs until August 30, 2017

AKUREYRI ART MUSEUM
Selected Works By North Icelandic 
Artists
Thirty northern Icelandic artists 
present a diverse range of art in-
spired by the intrepid North. What is 
the state of Northern Icelandic arts? 
You’ll find out.  
• Runs until August 27, 2017

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ICELAND 
Birds, Fjord and Iceland Photo-

graphs by Björn Björnsson
Björn specialised in nature photog-
raphy and travelled around Iceland 
documenting such.
• Runs until September 17, 2017

Bundled Up In Blue
This exhibition is based on new 
research on the bones and grave 
found in a settlement-era grave. 
• Runs until September 30,  2017

HÚSAVÍK MUSEUM
Far Away Right Here
Photographer Martin Cox spent a 
month at the Fjuk Art Center last 
year. Here he presents his work from 
there, inspired by the landscape and 
history of Húsavík.
• Runs until September 1, 2017

SLÁTURHÚSIÐ 
Born In The Slaughterhouse  
Nine artists worked with various me-
dia to create an exhibit linked by the 
idea of basic needs. Carcasses will 
hang from hooks and snapshots will 
capture prison cells, all to create a 
playful twist on human violence.
• Runs until September 15, 2017

VERKSMIÐJAN Á HJALTEYRI
Hverfing / Shapeshifting
This exhibit brings together re-
nowned artists from Iceland and the 
United States to build site-specific 
installations for the former herring 
oil factory that hosts the museum.
• Runs until September 3, 2017

MUSEUM OF DESIGN AND APPLIED ART
Nordic Angan: A Fragrance Library Of 
The Nordic Nature
Sonja Bent and Elin Hrent have set 
up a workshop / showroom where 
they make essential oils with the 
goal of making a fragrance library 
from Icelandic flora..

• Runs until September 20, 2017

MUSEUM OF WITCHCRAFT AND SORCERY
HDE YOUR FIRES
This exhibit of the organic form, jux-
taposed by characteristic Icelandic 
landscapes. Each photo is designed 
to transpose a flickering atmo-
sphere, somewhere between dream 
and tangibility as dark figures haunt 
nature.
• Runs until September 15, 2017

ART67
Linda Steinþórsdóttir 
Linda’s artwork is abstract and 
minimalist, all bringing you to white 
glaciers, black sands, barren nature, 
and the blood-red sky of Iceland.
• Runs until August 31, 2017

REYKJAVÍK ART MUSEUM - 
KJARVALSSTAÐIR
Louisa Matthíasdóttir: Calm
The exhibition spans the whole 
career of Louisa Matthíasdóttir, who 
painted mainly Icelandic landscapes 
and still-lifes. 
• Runs until September 17, 2017

Kjarval – Key Works
Kjarvalsstaðir was actually named 
after the artist Jóhannes Sveinsson 
Kjarval. This exhibit asks:  Does the 
value lie in natural beauty for its 
own sake, in the hidden life within it, 
in our potential for utilisation, or in 
the transience? 
• Runs until December 31,  2017

MOKKA KAFFI
Iceland is a Work of Art  
Through his aerial photography, 
Icelandic filmmaker Jon Gustafs-
son presents ethereal and electric 
landscapes of Iceland. 
• Runs until August 16, 2017

August 11 - August 24

Our Picks

  
Shape Shifting Art

 Listastofan

August 12 - August 25, Hringbraut 
119, Reykjavík.

“As the pressures 
of anxiety, turmoil 

and imbalance 
shudder beneath 

our skins - we 
patiently lay in 
waiting for better 
days. Through 
sound, light and 
video sculpture 
a glimpse at our 
unique individual 
journeys, secrets 
and hopes for 
calmer waters 
are revealed. 
Our wounds are 
open and flowing 
with irreversible 
experiences, 
shape-shifting 
the now. Magma 

is the new blood.” 
So says the 
description for 
Surface Tension/
Shape Shifters, a 
new installation 
from Christopher 
Hickey. Using 
photography, 
video and light, 
this show is quite 
likely to unsettle 
you in the best of 
ways. Check it out 
while you can! PF

  
Plan-B

 Art Festival

Borganes, 11-13 
August, 18:00 - 
23:00

If you’re down 
for some con-

temporary art, 
mixed media, 
and a charming 
cowshed venue, 
this art festival 
should really be 
your plan A for 
West Iceland. ZVS

  
Fuck Gender

 Pride Week

Gaukurinn,  
7 August, 19:00 -  
14 August 11:59

Bekeris’s photo-
graphs explore 
the human being 
beyond the limits 

of conventional 
gender and het-
eronormativity. 
While you soak in 
the art, enjoy an 
opening-night 
drag performance 
by the Icelandic 
cabaret group 
Drag-Súgur. ZVS

  
Slayin’ Snæfellsjökull

 Journey To 
The Center Of 
The Earth: The 
Musical

13, 24 August, 
20:00, Freezer 
Hostel, 3.900 ISK

This ain’t no ‘Cats’ 
bitch. The only 
“Memory” you’ll 
leave with is 
more of an acid 
flashback. Don’t 
miss. HJC
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Organic bistro
EST 2006

Tryggvagata 11,Volcano house  
Tel:511-1118

Mon-Sun 12:00-21:00
www.fishandchips.is



Under the Tree at 
Venice Film Festival

Hafsteinn strikes again!

Words: Björn Halldórsson   Photo: Still from the movie

This past month, Hafsteinn Gun-
nar Sigurðsson's third feature 
film, ‘Under the Tree,’ was nom-
inated for the Orizzonte Prize at 
the esteemed Venice Film Festival. 
"It's a category within the festival 
that is meant to promote a cross 
section of the latest developments 
and trends in international cine-
ma," Hafsteinn explains. "Usual-
ly this means directors that are 
either starting out in the field or 
have some particularly unconven-
tional or daring project."

A Venice world premiere
Due to the strict terms of the fes-
tival, the Icelandic premier of the 
film has been rescheduled for Sep-
tember, once it has made its world 

premiere in Venice. "Getting this 
nomination and along with it this 
setting for the premier of the mov-
ie is a fantastic opportunity," Haf-
steinn says. "The Venice festival 
is one of the most respected film 
festivals in the world. Being there 
gives the movie a stamp of approv-
al that will certainly help when it 
comes to selling and distributing 
the film, as well as spiking the in-
terests of other festivals." Another 
benefit is that nominations such 
as this ease the pressure for find-
ing funding for future projects. 
"Financing a film is always a very 
delicate and complicated process," 
he explains. "Getting this sort of 
attention certainly helps to bolster 
the CV for grant proposals."

International Icelandic 
Cinema

Hafsteinn's previous movie, ‘Paris 
of the North,’ was nominated for 
the Roger Ebert Award at the Chi-
cago Film Festival in 2014, and his 
first movie, ‘Either Way,’ was re-
made as a North American produc-
tion starring Paul Rudd and Emile 
Hirsch. Getting such international 
acclaim is an important factor for 
Hafsteinn to continue his work 
as an Icelandic director. "Icelan-
dic films are always international 
projects," he says. "The Icelandic 
Film Fund has a strict rule that the 
fund's contribution can't be more 
than 50% of the entire cost of the 
film. Getting grants from overseas 
is inevitable when it comes to se-
curing the rest of the funding. Re-
cently, Icelandic films have been 
gaining momentum, and we can 
only hope that they continue to 
do so. If one Icelandic director is 
having success internationally it 
trickles down to everyone else in 
the business." 

Find today's events  
in Iceland! 

Download our free 
listings app - APPENING 

on the Apple and 
Android stores

Museums
ÁRBÆR OPEN AIR MUSEM
Daily guided tours 
Tours are from 13:00 to 14:00 
through its open air exhibits.
• On permanent view

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ICELAND
 'The Making of A Nation' 
This exhibition is intended to pro-
vide insight into the history of the 
Icelandic nation from Settlement to 
the present day.
• On permanent view

REYKJAVÍK CITY MUSEUM
‘Settlement Sagas: Accounts from 
Manuscripts’
This exhibition has rarely seen 
manuscripts that tell the history of 
the settlement of Reykjavík.
• On permanent view

REYKJAVÍK MARITIME MUSEUM
'The Coast Guard Vessel Óðinn' 
This vessel sailed through all three 
Cod Wars and has also served as a 
rescue ship to more than 200 ships. 
• On permanent view

'From Poverty to Abundance' 
Photos documenting Icelandic 
fishermen at the turn of the 20th 
century.
• On permanent view
'The History of Sailing'
Iceland’s maritime history that 
showcases the growth of the Reyk-
javík Harbour.
• On permanent view
'Seawomen'
The fishing women of Iceland, past 
and present.
• On permanent view

VOLCANO HOUSE
The exhibition gives a brief overview 
of Iceland’s magnificent nature. 
• On permanent view

THE ICELANDIC PHALLOLOGICAL 
MUSEUM 
Permanent Exhibition
More than 215 penises and penile 
parts belonging to land and sea 
mammals of Iceland. 
• On permanent view

Film

This month's special screenings at Bíó Paradís. For the complete schedule,  
visit www.bioparadis.is.

Currently Screening 

• A Night At The Roxbury: Party   
 Screening!  
 August 11, 20:00
• Who's Afraid Of Virginia Woolf?  
 National Theatre Live  
 August 12 and 13, 20:00 
• Blade Runner: Party Screening!  
 August 18, 20:00

• Angels In America: Part One  
 National Theatre Live  
 August 18 and 19, 20:00
• Regularly Screening:  
Sing Street, I, Daniel Black, Heart-
stone, The Other Side Of Hope, I 
Remember You, The Greasy Strangler, 
Sigur Rós: Heima, Jar City, Frantz 

Events

A Night At The Roxbury

FILM

MORE INFORMATION, OTHER TOURS & BOOKINGS AT: 
WWW.STERNATRAVEL.COM OR VISIT OUR SALES DESK AT 
HARPA CONCERT HALL DOWNTOWN REYKJAVÍK

GOLDEN CIRCLE & 
THE SECRET LAGOON

A perfect combo of sightseeing 
& relaxation in a natural lagoon!

Starting time 10:30
Free pick-up from 10:00

Duration 8 - 8,5 hours   

PRICE: 12.900 ISK

BOOK 
ONLINE & GET

STERNATRAVEL .COM

Gullfoss waterfallGeysir - 
hot spr

ing are
a
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Various Events

Friday August 11

World Yoyo Contest 2017
10:00 Harpa
Reykjavík Pride: 
Queer Literature Walking Tour
19:00 Reykjavík City Library
Reykjavík Pride: Queer Cruise
20:30 Old Harbour
Guided Tour
12:00 The National Gallery Of Iceland
Reykjavík Pride: 
Drag-Súgur Extravaganza
22:00 Iðnó 
Plan-B Art Festival
18:00 Borganes

Saturday August 12

World Yoyo Contest 2017
10:00 Harpa
Reykjavík Pride: Bubbly Brunch
12:00 Iðnó
Reykjavík Pride: Pride Parade
14:00 Hverfisgata
Reykjavík Gay Pride Party
22:00 Húrra
Car Racing Birthday Party!
15:00 Krýsavík Road
How To Become 
Icelandic in 60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Circus Iceland : Kids Show
11:00 Selfoss
Plan-B Art Festival
18:00 Borganes

Sunday August 13

Hangover Cinema
21:00 Prikið
Reykjavík Pride: 
Family Rainbow Festival 
14:00 Klambratún Park
Reykjavík Pride: Swim(ice) Cream
16:00 Vesturbæjarlaug
Reykjavík Pride: “The Adventures 
Of Priscilla, Queen Of The Desert” 
Screening
19:00 The Student Cellar
Yoga Class
12:00 Loft Hostel 
Backgammon Tournament
16:00 Hlemmur Square
Plan-B Art Festival
18:00 Borganes
Journey To The Center Of The Earth: 
The Musical
20:00 Freezer Hostel
Guided Tour 
14:00 Nordic House
Party Bingo

21:00 Sæta Svínið
Meditation Hour
20:00 ODDSSON

Monday August 14

Purgatorio: Australian Theatre
20:00 Freezer Hostel
Standup Comedy
21:00 Gaukurinn 
How To Become 
Icelandic in 60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa

Tuesday August 15

Stand Up: The Goonsquad 
20:30 Græna Herbergið
Vinyasa Flow
17:30 Skúlagata 30
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
Watercolouring Night
20:00 Loft

Wednesday August 16

Guided Tour 
18:00 Nordic House
How To Become 
Icelandic in 60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Drag Extravaganza: Crystal 
Lubrikunt & Gógó Starr
20:00 Loft

Thursday August 17

Karaoke Night
20:00 Loft
How To Become 
Icelandic in 60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Vinyasa Flow 
17:30 Skúlagata 30
Dark Deeds In Reykjavík: 
A Literary Walking Tour
15:00 Reykjavík City Library

Friday August 18

Circus Iceland: Skinnsemi
20:00 Klambratún
Guided Tour
12:00 The National Gallery Of Iceland
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
How To Become 
Icelandic in 60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa

Saturday August 19

Circus Iceland: Skinnsemi
20:00 Klambratún
Drag-Súgar Queer Variety Show
20:00 Gaukurinn
Vinyasa Flow
11:00 Skúlagata 30

Sunday August 20

Circus Iceland : Kids Show
11:00 Selfoss
Blueberry Music Festival: Guided 
Hike & Blueberry Picking
13:00 Pálshús
Guided Tour 
14:00 Nordic House
Party Bingo
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Yoga Class
12:00 Loft Hostel 
Meditation Hour
20:00 ODDSSON

Monday August 21

Standup Comedy
21:00 Gaukurinn 
Purgatorio: Australian Theatre
20:00 Freezer Hostel
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa

Tuesday August 22

Stand Up: The Goonsquad 
20:30 Græna Herbergið
Vinyasa Flow
17:30 Skúlagata 30
Drink & Draw
20:00 Húrra 

Wednesday August 23

Guided Tour 
14:00 Nordic House
The Loft Pub Quiz (In English!) 
20:00 Loft

Thursday August 24

Foosball Tournament
20:00 Loft
Vinyasa Flow
17:30 Skúlagata 30
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
Dark Deeds In Reykjavík: 
A Literary Walking Tour
15:00 Reykjavík City Library
Ragnar Kjartansson Gallery Talk
14:00 Reyjkavík Art Museum 

Happy hour 16-18 daily. Closed Mondays.

Marshallhúsið, Grandagarður 20, 101 Reykjavík. 
Bus route 14 (Listabraut)

To reserve lunch and dinner call +354 519 7766, or
 info@marshallrestaurant.is, marshallrestaurant.is

Icelandic fish and mediterranean inspired fare 
with vegetarian dishes, pasta and meat.

Honest approach to food and cooking 
and an atmosphere of warmth.

Blueberry Picking!
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Margrét Erla Maack is a dancer, entertain-
er, and one of the faces of the increasingly 
popular Reykjavík Kabarett. Here, she talks 
us through some the the formative influ-
ences that made her the artist she is today

 
 
 
The art of karaoke

Everyone has access to the stage at ka-
raoke to charm the crowd with raw tal-
ent, crowd-pleasing or stage presence. 
Then, after a few minutes, it's someone 
else's turn. Through karaoke I've met 
guardian angels and—most impor-
tantly—gained stage courage. 

 
Bridget Everett

This cabaret phenomenon, comedian 
and force of nature is one of my role 
models, not only because she thanks 
karaoke for starting her career, but be-
cause she has it fucking all: voice, at-
titude, talent and drive. Her power of 
crowd control is out of this world. Her 
mantra comes from LL Cool J, and it's 
my new one: DDHD, Dreams Don't Have 
Deadlines. 

Reggie Watts

Not only the most talented person I've 
ever met, but it’s thanks to him that I do 
what I do. We met through friends I met 
at karaoke—of course—and he was my 
key to the variety scene in New York. He 
demanded that I quit school and pursue 
stage life, and I will be forever grateful. 
He still pushes me towards new goals. 

 

The Cockettes 

My old roommate was obsessed with 
this documentary about the Cockettes, 
a queer variety drag commune in San 
Francisco in the late '60s. This was 
on our TV the whole time we lived to-
gether. John Waters is in it, and I love 
this quote of his: “It was a complete 
sexual anarchy.” I don't want to say too 
much—just watch it.

 

The Slipper Room

Dipping my toe into New York's vari-
ety scene has lead me to this mecca of 
neo-burlesque, comedy and cabaret. 
The people I've met through perform-
ing there are an inspiration that I truly 
look up to. My dream is to open a simi-

lar place in Reykjavík that caters to the 
growing comedy and variety scene. I 
just haven't found a location with prop-
er ceiling height. So if anyone wants to 
collaborate, call me. We've had some of 
them over to perform, and there’s more 
on the way this winter. 

 

Sirkus Íslands

The bravest of them all. Sure, I was a 
founding member, but the bravery of 
the owners—Lee Nelson and Alda Bryn-
ja Birgisdóttir—is special. You wouldn't 
believe how many times they'd heard 
that circus would never make sense 
in Iceland. I always feel insulted when 
people compare something negatively 
to a circus, because everything is done 
for real in a circus. It's the most honest 
job you can find.

 

Hafdís Árnadóttir

Another crazy idea that no one thought 
would work is Kramhúsið Dance Studio. 
In the '80s the Valkyrie Hafdís Árnadót-
tir founded this dance studio—the first 
one of its kind—focusing on adults that 
wanted to have fun exercise through 
body positivity. She's still teaching 
classes in her mid-seventies. Kram-
húsið has been labelled the G-spot of 
101 Reykjavík, and once you've taken a 
class there you'll understand why.

 

My Family

The blood family on my mother's side 
is mostly made up by stage artists, both 
dance and theatre. Growing up in such 
an environment is helpful. My parents 
were supportive when I gave up TV an-
choring for sticky stages. They taught 
be to take the occasional bread and but-
ter gig to do the fun ones. I also have a 
showbiz family—I want to namedrop 
every single one of them, but I’m out of 
space. You know who you are.  

MAKING OF  
AN ARTIST

Words: 
Margrét Erla 

Maack

Photo: 
Sigga Ella

gpv.is/making
Share this + 
read more

“Kramhúsið has 
been labelled 
the G-spot of 
101 Reykjavík, 

and once you've 
taken a class 

there you'll un-
derstand why.”

NO BUN
NO FUN

Karaoke, Sirkús  
& Reggie Watts
Magrét Erla Maack's favourite things



A GUIDE THAT 
FUCKS YOU UP

A selection from 

Every  
Happy 
Hour 

in 101 Reykjavík
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AMERICAN BAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK.

APÓTEK
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 695 ISK, 
Wine 745 ISK.

BAR ANANAS
Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 1,600 
ISK.

BAZAAR
Every day from 
14:00 to 18:00.
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK,
Cocktails 1,800 
ISK.

BRAVÓ
Every day from 
11:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK.

BRYGGJAN 
BRUGGHÚS
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 750 ISK, 
Wine 950 ISK.

FORRÉTTABARINN
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 500 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.

GAUKURINN
Every day from 

14:00 to 21:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK,
Shots 750 ISK.

HÚRRA
Mon-Sat from 
18:00 to 21:00, 
Sunday from 
19:00 to 21:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.

ÍSLENSKI BARINN
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.

ÍSAFOLD 
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.

KAFFIBARINN
Every day from 
15:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.

KEX HOSTEL
Every day from 
17:00  to 19:00.
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 650 ISK.

KRYDDLEGIN 
HJÖRTU
Every day from 
17:00 to 19:00.
Beer 850 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.

LOFT
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK.

MARBAR
Every day from 
18:00 to 21:00.
Beer 550 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK,
Cockails 1.200 
ISK.

PABLO DISCOBAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 495 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK,
Cocktails 750 
ISK.

PUBLIC HOUSE
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00, 
23:00 to 1:00.
Beer 790 ISK,
Wine 790 ISK.

SÆTA SVÍNIÐ
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 595 ISK,
Wine 695 ISK.

SKY
Every day from 

16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.

SUSHI SOCIAL
Every day from 
17:00 to 18:30.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK, 
Half-priced 
cocktails

TAPAS BARINN
Every day from 
17:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK.

UNO
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 425 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK,
Cocktails 1.200 
ISK.

VEÐUR
Every day from 
12:00 to 19:35.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.

Iceland’s largest ferry operator o�ers exciting tours in 
West-Iceland and to Vestmannaeyjar of the South coast. 

Book your trip on seatours.is

ferry across
the water

brjánslækur

flatey

stykkishólmur

reykjavík
akranes

vestmannaeyjar
landeyjahöfn

Get the complete 
Happy Hour listings! 

Download our free app - 
appy hour on the Apple 

and Android stores

  
Featured Happy Hour

 Kaffibarinn
Bergstaðastræti 
15:00 to 20:00

Kaffibarinn is a 
classic, hands 
down. It’s a 
particularly great 

place to go on 
weeknights, for 
a chill beer and a 
chat with some 
regulars. Both 
beer and wine are 
700 ISK. Not bad, 
right? HJC

Where you will find the locals
JOIN THE LOCALS AT THIS HIDDEN GEM IN DOWNTOWN REYKJAVÍK FOR 
A UNIQUE MEAL IN A FUN, RELAXED ATMOSPHERE. ALL OF OUR DISHES 
ARE COMPOSED OF HIGH QUALITY ICELANDIC INGREDIENTS THAT OUR 

MASTERCHEFS PREPARE WITH A LATIN TWIST.

BURRO TAPAS + STEAKS - BY INGÓLFSTORG VELTUSUND 1
+354 552 7333 WWW.BURRO.IS

Happy Hour 16-18 

@burro_rvk /BurroRvk

H A P P I E S T 
EVERY DAY BETWEEN 23:00-01:00

HAPPY HOUR IN TOWN

@publichousegastropub/GastroPubRvk

publichouse.is 
Laugavegur 24 - 555 7333
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Queer History in 19th 
Century Iceland

The Diaries of Ólafur Davíðsson

Words: Björn Halldórsson

Among the grants awarded this 
year by Hagþenkir, the Icelandic 
Association of Non-Fiction and 
Educational Writers, is a project by 
a young historian named Þorste-
inn Vilhjálmsson, who has taken 
on the task of transcribing the di-
ary of Ólafur Davíðsson. "He was a 
unique man," says Þorsteinn. "He 
died by misadventure aged forty—
he fell off his horse while drunk 
and drowned in the Hörgilsá river. 
He was always considered a bit odd, 
and articles of the time make a 
point of stating that he never mar-
ried. In his own time, he was main-
ly known for being a scholar, and 
published collections of folklore. 
But he also left behind this diary."
 Ólafur kept the diary during his 
time at Lærði Skólinn, the Reykja-
vík Junior College, in the late 19th 
century. He documents with nar-

rative prowess his own exploits, 
as well as those of his fellow stu-
dents—the sons of the upper class-
es. A selection has previously been 
published in Icelandic, but older 
editions made sure to omit certain 
parts of Ólafur's writing—particu-
larly references to his relationship 
with another young student, Geir 
Sæmundsson, who later became a 
priest of some standing in Akurey-
ri. As such, it is a unique docu-
ment of queer history in Iceland.

Cuddles and embraces
"Ólafur himself doesn't have ac-
cess to the vocabulary that we 
might use today to describe his 
relationship to Geir," explains Þor-
steinn. "The word ‘homosexual’ 
had just recently appeared in Ger-
many at the time, and I sincerely 

doubt that Ólafur would have ever 
come across it. Instead, he simply 
says that he ‘finally has a crush 
on someone,’ and refers to Geir 
as his girlfriend and sweetheart. 
He feminizes him in the text, 
also pondering at length what it 
means to be in love with a man. I 
think it's unlikely that the two of 
them ever had sex, per se, but they 
shared a bed, and there are many 
rather sweet references to cud-
dling and kisses being exchanged."
 The diary also gives an intrigu-
ing insight into the daily lives of 
the young men of the upper class-
es at the time, the same ones who 
would come to have a great impact 
on Icelandic society. "They were the 
country's finest," says Þorsteinn. 
"A lot of them went on to become 
leading figures; priests and politi-
cians and council members. But 
they were also very human, as can 
be seen in Ólafur's descriptions 
of their bouts of drunken exuber-
ance and various shenanigans."

The hopes of the nation
The arrogance of these young men 
can be quite striking at times, 
Þorsteinn points out. "They re-
ferred to everyone who didn't at-
tend the school as ‘dóni’ which is a 
word derived from a Latin phrase 
from Virgil's Georgica." Today, the 
word "dóni" has become common 
parlance for an uncouth person.
 People in Reykjavík certainly 
thought the boys to be arrogant, 
Þorsteinn explains, but the public 
also took a certain pride in them. 
"Everybody understood that it was 
these boys who would go overseas 
and educate themselves and then 
return to lead the nation towards 
independence. However, their hu-
bris also meant that people took 
some small delight when they 
received gossip that one of them 
had drunk away his education and 
prospects, or even his life, as they 
were wont to do once they got to the 
worldly city of Copenhagen." 

Get Your Read On
Summertime reads from the Icelandic  

literature scene
Words: Björn Halldórsson

Each issue, we take a look at 
two Icelandic titles old and new, 
available in English translation 
at most Reykjavík bookstores. If 
you’d like more ideas, or to read 
more on Icelandic literature, head 
over to gpv.is/lit for in-depth au-
thor interviews, guides, and more  
book reviews.

Gunnar Gunnarsson - The 
Good Shepherd
Of Gunnar Gunnarsson's vast cata-

logue of writings, only this simple 
84-page fable is currently avail-
able in English—perhaps due to its 
themes of Christian self-sacrifice. In 
his time, Gunnar, who worked pri-
marily in Danish (although he later 
translated the majority of his own 
work into Icelandic), was continually 
considered for the Nobel Prize for his 
contribution to literature. He never 
actually received the prize, and some 
cite the reason being the popularity 
of his works in Nazi Germany, where 
his depictions of the heroic Nordic 

man in the rural Iceland of his youth 
found a captive audience. His legacy 
has been considerably tarnished by 
questions and accusations of Na-
zism, rumours that are not helped by 
his having supposedly been the only 
Icelander to have met with Hitler. 
Nevertheless, his writing is an im-
portant and often overlooked chap-
ter in the literary history of Iceland.

Hannah Kent - Burial Rites
This historical novel looks at the 
case of the double murder that led 
to the last executions performed in 
Iceland, in 1830. The novel, which 
is written by Australian born Han-
nah Kent, seeks to unveil the story's 
most enigmatic character, Agnes 
Magnúsdóttir, who, along with 
Friðrik Sigurðsson, was found 
guilty of the murders of farmers 
Nathan Ketilsson and Pétur Jóns-
son. The motive for the murders is 
still in dispute. Aside from Agnes 
herself, the other major protagonist 
is Tóti, a young priest who meets 
with her in an effort to save her soul 
during her stay at the farm where 
she awaits her execution. Gradually, 
Agnes reveals to him the details of 
her life leading up to the night of 
the murders. The novel is not only 
a great piece of historical fiction 
but also provides a sobering insight 
into the plights and powerlessness 
of women in the rural Icelandic so-
ciety of the nineteenth century. 

gpv.is/lit
Share this + Archives

All the young dudes



Skyn Iceland Hangover Kit
Taking its inspiration from the 
unspoiled and stress-free nature 
of Iceland, this hangover kit is de-
signed to give you back the healthy 
glow you gave up during your 
night out. We’ve all been there; 
the puffy mess looking back from 
the mirror after a night out drink-
ing and dancing is not something 
we want to deal with on a Sunday 
morning. Skyn Iceland’s (literally) 
cool remedies are the best you can 
hope for: arm yourself 
with a face mask and 
de-puffing under-eye 
gel and enjoy a healthy 
breakfast in total relax-
ation.
 

ii Bracelet by Ása 
Jewellery
Icelandic jewellery is tradition-
ally heavy in shape with sturdy 
stones, hard silver and flamboy-
ant designs. The ii collection from 
Ása Jewellery is an interesting 
exception. The delicate chain of 
the ii bracelet in particular brings 
luminosity to the wrist through 
a series of thin silver plates that 
move elegantly like the flow of a 
waterfall. There is beauty in pure 
simplicity, and it seems like Ása 
has nailed it.
 

Horse Meat at Kólaportið
If you’ve already tasted traditional 
Icelandic lamb, or even tried it in 
the large variety of styles on of-
fer, maybe it’s time for something 
new. Get an alternative taste of 
the countryside with a bite of local 

horse meat, which you 
can pick up at Kolapor-
tið flea market. This 
meat comes straight 
from the countryside 

in small plastic bags, already ten-
derized into thin fillets, ready to 
make your mouth and eyes water 
with pleasure. Drop it in a pan 
with a splash of olive oil and turn 
once: the juicier, the better.
 

Embla Sigurgeirsdottir 
Ceramics
Strolling down one of Reykjavík’s 
main streets, Skólavörðustígur, 
one can’t help but notice a teeny-ti-
ny ceramic shop called Kaolin Gal-
lery. Arranged on its black shelves, 
Embla Sigurgeirsdóttir’s pristine 
creations capture textures and co-
lours of Iceland with a precise eye 
and a firm hand. Her set of white 
bowls with the dainty skeleton of 
a fish carved into its curves will 
add a touch of cool rawness to any 
minimal living room. 
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Name: Húbert Óðinn Huntingdon Williams
Age: 21
From: Reykjavík
If I had a time machine I would: Go to the year 
2001, relax, and invent something like Google. 
If I had a boat I would name it: Guðrún, after 
my mother. It would be a sailboat.
Last thing I purchased: Toast and coffee.
What do I want: To be alive with friends and 
good work.
If I could change one thing about the world: 
Every day would have a good vibe.
Music I’m listening to: Alternative music and 
‘70s funk, Marvin Gaye.
 
Photo & Text: Zoe Sands

gpv.is/buyshit

Hafnarstræti 1–3 / Tel. 555 2900 / saetasvinid.is

ICELANDIC GASTROPUB

LOCAL
FOOD AND BEER

Tasty and fun food made with fresh and local Icelandic ingredients.

We o�er a unique selection of Icelandic beer – 20 bottled, 10 on draft,
and artisan cocktails to enjoy alongside the food.

Open 11:30–23:30 

Drop by for lunch, late lunch, dinner or drinks in a casual and fun atmosphere.



Find the best 
food in Iceland!

Download our 
free dining 

app, CRAVING on 
the Apple and 

Android stores

‘Tis the (Tourist) 
Season

101 Harbor Restaurant cashes in
 

Words: Björn Teitsson  Photo: Art Bicnick

It would have been very difficult to 
foresee the Reykjavík harbour area 
growing into a thriving melting 
pot of restaurants, cafés, bars, craft 
stores and galleries in a timespan of 
less than a decade. There are many 
to thank for this great accomplish-
ment. Because that is what it is. 
It’s a huge win for everyone, guests 
and locals alike. The biggest thanks 
should go out to the fantastic es-
tablishments that have been able to 
draw a crowd and show the city it 
was worth it. Many places deserve 
our gratitude; 101 Harbor Restau-
rant, however, is not one of them. 
 I can’t really count the restau-
rants that have existed in the beau-
tiful house that today hosts 101 
Harbor Restaurant. Once a stately 
home for one of the city’s wealth-
ier citizens, it’s an early 20th cen-
tury wooden Danish-colonial-style 
building, located by the sea, with a 
patio facing south. To put it mildly, 
it’s the perfect location. 

Lack of ambition
The decor, however, leaves a lot to be 
desired. The place is filled with can-

dles and weird kitsch ornaments 
on shelves of the type you’d find in 
a florist’s. The chairs are old and 
could do with new upholstery. 
All the evidence points 
to a restaurant that 
wanted to be up 
and running as 
soon as possi-
ble. Any great-
er ambitions? 
Maybe later. 
 A s  m y 
c o m p a n i o n 
a n d  I  w e r e 
turning the pag-
es on our laminat-
ed menus we already 
knew what we were in 
for. We were quite obviously 
the only locals there, although the 
place wasn’t even half full at noon 
on a lovely sun-filled Thursday. 

It’s all too much
There are too many dishes on the 
menu, to begin with—too many 
fish courses, with different kinds 
of fish, which kind of tells me that 
they are not working with the fresh-

est ingredients available. There is 
also a special pizza menu, the com-
bination of which, along with the 
previously mentioned laminated 
one, screams out “tourist trap.” 
And I’m sorry, but that’s what this 
place is. 
 We ordered some items we were 
optimistic about, in the sense that 
it would be difficult for the kitchen 
to mess them up: lobster (langous-
tine, actually) pizza (4,100 ISK), 
and fish & chips (2,600 ISK). After 
roughly 45 minutes we finally got 

our food. Not to say it was 
disappointing—that 

prior optimism had 
already vanished 

a n y w a y — b u t 
the fish was 
d r y ,  o v e r -
cooked and 
u n a p p e t i s -
ing. Even the 

fries were a 
bust—all soft 

and soggy. The 
pizza was edible, 

like most pizzas, but 
that’s as far as it goes. It 

was essentially unseasoned, 
with the onions cooked below the 
cheese layer—a big no-no that 
meant they were more boiled than 
baked. The promised jalapeno was 
nowhere to be found. We did not 
contemplate dessert at that point.
 I wish there was something up-
lifting to say in conclusion. I guess 
this is a place for the season. And 
seasons change.  

R E S T A U R A N T
w  w  w  .  b  a  n  t  h  a  i  .  i  s

 L a u g a v e g u r  1 3 0
 T E L  :  6 9 2 -  0 5 6 4

----------------------------

BanThai
B E S T   T H A I   F O O D  2 0 1 7

a l s o   b e s t   2 0  0  9,  2 0 1 0,  2 0 1 1,  2 0 1 2,  2 0 1 3,  2 0 1 4,  2 0 1 5   A  N  D   2 0 1 6

----------------------------

N E W   A W A R D

Ban Thai is not a “fast food” restaurant
every meal take some time to cook, we cook after receiving the order
prepare your time before you come to enjoy your meal 

----------------------------
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FISH panS 

icelandic "plokkfiskur"  
Onion, garlic, potatoes, celery, lime,  

white wine, cream and butter 
1,850 isk

 
plaice  

Tomatoes, capers, parsley,  
lemon and butter

2,100 isk

arcTic cHar  
Honey, almonds, cherry tomatoes,

lemon and butter
2,100 isk

salmon 
(lacTose–free)

Parsnip, broccoli, cashews,  
coconut oil, chili and lemon

2,100 isk

our fisH pans are always
served wiTH buTTer–fried

icelandic poTaToes & fresH salad

deSSertS

carroT cake
Cognac cream cheese frosting

and roasted coconut flakes
1,550 isk

créme caramel
Classic egg custard with baked  

white chocolate and strawberries
1,550 isk

any pans
for

luncH?

lækjargaTa 6b, 101 rvk · 546 0095 · messinn@messinn.com

“We ordered 
some items we 

were optimistic about, 
in the sense that it 

would be difficult for 
the kitchen to mess 

them up.”

Food

The scent of money wafts by



The Crafty 
Crustaceans of Höfn  

“Almost everything on the menu has langoustine in 
it. The only safe haven is the dessert.”

 

Words: Ragnar Egilsson  Photo: Ragnar Egilsson

“Langoustines Are the New Foie 
Gras,” exclaimed a recent Bon Ap-
pétit article, and langoustine cer-
tainly fits the bill as a new, obscure 
luxury ingredient to elevate your 
food cred. Firstly, the langoustine is 
like a sizeable crayfish, and is there-
fore the definition of quality over 
quantity compared to its lobster 
brethren; secondly, it is pricey, even 
if you are fortunate enough to find 
yourself on a northern shore, star-
ing wistfully at the North Atlantic; 
and thirdly, it brings that coveted 
Scandinavian culinary pedigree 
to complement your minimalist, 
urban lifestyle. Simply put: it’s an 
extra bougie lobster—a pheasant of 
the sea—and if you aren’t eating a 
langoustine while reading this, we 
can’t be seen with you.
 The southeastern fishing village 
of Höfn is the langoustine capital of 
Iceland. The town embraced those 
crafty crustaceans back in the dark 
ages of the 1980s, when the rest 
of the country still treated them 
as bycatch. The name Höfn liter-
ally translates as “Harbour” and is 
basically a stretch of road curving 
around a fishing harbour over-

looking a tranquil bay dotted with 
grassy islets. The air hangs heavy 
with the smell of processed fish, 
or what’s known as ‘peningalykt’ 
(money smell) in Icelandic.

Claws of fury
In Höfn, there is no place more 
dependable for a fresh piece of 
langoustine than the restaurant 
Humarhöfnin. The restaurant is 
housed in a building from 1936 that 
originally housed a catch-all co-op 
where farmers would drag their 
sheep straight from the highlands 
to barter them for coffee and rope 
(symbolic items for the choice an 
Icelander must make every winter 
morning).
 Humarhöfnin was opened in 
2007 by two cousins, Firðrik Got-
tlieb Ólafsson and Eik M. Aradóttir. 
While they were more langoustine 
enthusiasts than trained chefs, the 
family has a firm understanding of 
how to prepare the sweet, delicate 
flesh of the langoustine. The catch 
is served from sea to table during 
the summer langoustine season by 
the Sigurður Ólafsson, a boat which 
moors 60 feet from the front door.
 Langoustines are uniquely 
perishable and during the off-

months the restaurant must rely 
on a technique where the pro-
cess of decomposition is stalled 
by beheading the crustaceans, 
placing them in cold water on-
board the vessel and then freez-
ing them on restaurant premises.
 Some places attempt to keep 
the langoustine alive in tanks, 
but they’re notoriously territo-
rial, and so those attempts end-
ed in tears (as Zoidberg would 
say: “Why always the fighting?”) 

The grub
The langoustine soup at Humar-
höfnin veers from the traditional 
narrative. It’s pale in comparison 
to the usual recipe, and goes easy on 
salt and cream, omitting saffron, 
and using potatoes as a thickener. 
Humarhöfnin’s mutton prosciutto 
comes courtesy of a farm, Klettur, 
and is derived from the semi-feral 
sheep raised in the Skaftafell Na-
tional Park, which graze on herbs 
that lend the meat a uniquely aro-
matic profile.
 There’s also a dense, thin crust 
lobster pizza, or langoustine ba-
guettes served with cocktail sauce 
or what they’ve dubbed "black mag-
ic sauce,” which seems to be some 
variation on a Japanese tonkatsu. 
Almost everything on the menu has 
langoustine in it. The only safe ha-
ven is the dessert, and that’s simply 
because they haven’t figured out 
how to pull it off (although we did 
suggest they serve a Michelada with 
langoustine juice). 
 Did we mention they serve lan-
goustine?  

1 0 1  Ó Ð I N S T O R G  R E Y K J A V Í K  Í S L A N D  S N A P S B I S T R O . I S
s n a p s b i s t r o @ s n a p s b i s t r o . i s  + 3 5 4  5 1 1 6 6 7 7

F R E N C H  O N I O N  S O U P
I c e l a n d i c  Í s b ú i  c h e e s e ,  c r o û t o n s

2 . 3 0 0 . k r

M O U L E S  M A R I N I È R E S
s t e a m e d  m u s s e l s  f r o m  B r e i ð a f j ö r ð u r

2 . 4 0 0 . k r

F I S H  O F  T H E  D A Y
c h e f ´ s  s p e c i a l

3 . 8 0 0 . k r
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Mutton prosciutto



You’ve probably heard of the Blue 
Lagoon—Keflavík’s luxurious celeb 
hangout—but you might not know 
that there’s another colourful la-
goon in the family: Snæfellsnes’s 
dark horse Green Lagoon. Located 
on the southern coast of the penin-
sula, the rustic pool (it’s not really 
a lagoon) pumps out water blessed 
with the best medicine you’ll find 
for your skin anywhere, and with 
an inviting, casual, and cozy vibe, 
it’s worth the drive and the afford-
able 1.000 ISK entrance fee. 

A natural green 
machine

The pool’s official name is Lý-
suhólslaug and contains two snug 
hot tubs and a small swimming 
pool. Upon entering, you’ll easily 
see the niche—the Green Lagoon 
is, uh, green. Before you worry 
though, we don’t mean bright ex-
cess fertilizer dead zone green. 
No, rather it has a dark forest hue, 
which upon inspection is created 

by hosts of mossy algae schmutz 
floating around. The bottom and 
sides are coated in this substance, 
which makes them attractively 
slimy and mushy on your toes. I 
instantly felt like a 
forest nymph taking 
a soak in my ethereal 
forest pool. Talk about 
relaxation. 
 “The water here is 
very natural. It just 
comes up from the 
ground and we add 
no chlorine or chemi-
cals,” the girl behind 
the counter at Lý-
suhólslaug tells me. 
“It’s actually carbon-
ated and has a lot of 
a green algae called 
Chlorella in it, which 
is very good for your skin. Chlo-
rella is full of silica and iron, so if 
you suffer from skin problems like 
psoriasis or eczema, it’ll help.” 

The Chorella  
revelation

Skeptical? I was. But be assured 
that Chlorella is no hokey pokey 

new age drivel. The algae has been 
clinically proven to improve the 
production of collagen, reduce the 
appearance of spider veins (thank 
God!), and help post-inflamma-

tory hyperpigmenta-
tion marks—i.e. acne 
scars—fade. You can 
actually pay exorbitant 
amounts of money all 
over the internet for 
fancy Chlorella-laced 
products, but again, 
the Green Lagoon is 
only 1.000 ISK. 
 This research is 
all  well and good, but 
does it actually work? 
While personal stories 
are no substitute for 
clinical studies, I can 
tell you it did for me. I 

suffer from persistent adult acne 
because God hates me. My skin is 
so sensitive that I was even wor-
ried to get in the pool—what if it 
messed with my carefully curated 
routine? That said, my skin felt hy-
drated and silky smooth after my 
soak and in the days after, it stayed 
calm. Persistent spots cleared up—
even some pesky milia. 

 The three teens working there—
two girls and one boy—agreed on 
the healing properties of the Green 
Lagoon fountain of youth. “We all 
grew up here and went to the school 
next door,” one told me. “We were 
actually talking about this a few 
days ago. Nobody in our school had 
any acne problems.” They all start 
to giggle. “Well except for him.” 
One girl adds pointing to the boy 
in their group. He shrugs. “I never 
went to the pool though.”

It’s 
Easy 
Being 
Green
Lýsuhólslaug’s fountain of youth

How to get there
Route One North then Route 54

Hike provided by:
www.gocarrental.is

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen
Photos: Art Bicnick

“Upon 
entering, 
you’ll eas-
ily see the 

niche—the 
Green La-

goon is, uh, 
green.”
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Smiles all around

Only you can see Snæfellsjökull glacier



A gooey relaxation 
session

If skin rejuvenation isn’t enough, 
the pool also has Flothetta hats on 
offer, which are swimming caps 
designed to allow you to float ef-
fortlessly in water. I tried one for 
the first time at Lýsuhólslaug and 
became absolutely hooked. I work 
on my computer for a living, which 
guarantees a tense neck and upper 
back muscles, but within moments 

of lying on the surface with my 
Flothetta cap on, I began to re-
lax. After twenty minutes, I felt 
like a nimble yogi. It was an A+ 
experience, one I wish I could do 
everyday. 
 My conclusion on this unique 
pool is that if you’re looking for 
something fancy and spa-like, the 
Blue Lagoon is your best bet. But if 
you want something a little more 
natural and—I hesitate to use this 
word—authentic, the Green La-
goon will not disappoint. If any-

thing, it’s something you won’t get 
anywhere else in the world. Plus, 
freedom from acne and total re-
laxation? How can you say no?

   SHARE & PHOTO GALLERY: 
       gpv.is/travel

Lýsuhólslaug is open everyday  
from 11:00-20:30

Distance from Reykjavík
159 km

4.8

4.9
Also available for meetings and bar mitzvahs

Your service awaits

The deep end is pretty deep



Words: Alice Demurtas   
Photos: Thomas Byrne

It’s the fifth week in a row that 
my flatmate Tom and I bail on our 
adventurous hiking plans. Every 
weekend it’s the same story: on 
Thursday, we’ll sit comfortably 
on our 1940s red and 
green couches, plan-
ning all sorts of ac-
tivities for the week-
end. Then, come 
Saturday morning, 
we bail. This time, 
it ’s  b ec au se I ’ve 
taken an extra shift 
at the café where I 
work, and when I get 
back to the apart-
ment Tom is still 
recovering from his 
Friday night out.
 Before we become 
pathetic beyond the 
point of no return, 
however, we decide 
to lay out a more 
modest plan that will take us on a 
bike ride along the coastline of our 
lovely neighbourhood on the west 
side of Reykjavík.

First stop: Eurasia
As we’ll need sustenance for the 
road, we decide to begin our trip 
with a quick stop in Georgia, to 
make some Badrijani Nigvzit. 
These aubergine-based rolls hide 
a soft paste of walnuts, garlic, cori-
ander and fenugreek within their 

meaty folds. Served with a lettuce 
and fennel salad, the rolls neither 
look nor taste as they are supposed 
to, but they satisfy our palates as 
we wash them down with a glass 
of white wine.
 It’s already 10 PM when Tom and 
I hop on our bikes and head down 

to the bay. The sun is 
out and even though 
the wind gets stron-
ger along the coast, 
it’s still a pleasure to 
feel the fresh air on 
my face as I glance 
down to the ocean. 
We bike up and down 
the small hills along 
the shore of Seltjar-
narnes, racing each 
other on the smooth 
concrete paths that 
run parallel to the 
mountains of rocks 
which separate us 
from the waves. As 
we move away from 
the city the sky be-

comes vaster, until we finally spot 
what we’ve been looking for: the 
white lighthouse of Grótta.

Second Stop: Grótta
Grótta is now a popular spot for 
sunset photoshoots and, in the 
winter, Northern Lights spotting, 
but until three or four years ago 
it was still everybody’s favourite 
place to get sultry in the backseat 
of a car. Icelanders hang around 
enjoying the silence, punctuated 

only by the occasional screech of 
an Arctic tern.
 As we circle the peninsula we 
bike around one of my favourite 
spots to do some house watch-
ing. Beautiful Scandinavian-style 
mansions sit just metres away 
from the water, their curtain-free 
windows revealing the most ab-
surd living rooms—some come 
complete with taxidermied bears, 
others more modest, with delicate 
décor. My dream house stands 
right on the shore, its white walls 
standing under a mossy roof, like 
a turf-roofed house.

Third stop: Ægisíða
Finally, we find my favourite spot 
on our way to the local Reykjavík 
airport. We dismount our bikes 
and climb down the rocks. They’re 
perfectly square, as if chopped 
into pieces with a ruler. The tide 
is high, and there’s barely enough 
space to sit on the beach. We opt 
for a flat rock that’s slightly un-
der street level. Hidden behind the 
grass with the sun in our eyes we 
quickly forget we’re in Reykjavík.
 The salty air fills our nostrils, 
while the waves sing a rhythmical 
song that muffles any sound com-
ing from the street. We sit in si-
lence for at least an hour, our eyes 
only half open. There’s no need to 
speak, and as the sun slowly bends 
down to kiss the sea we can barely 
believe how lucky we are to live just 
a bike ride away from paradise. 
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A Bike 
Ride 
Away 
From 
Paradise
Who says it takes an elaborate trip to 
enjoy the Icelandic countryside?

The perfect spot to unwind

Stay in your lane!

“As we cycle 
away from 
the city the 

sky becomes 
vaster, until 

we finally 
spot what 

we’ve been 
looking for.”



G I V E  Y O U R S E L F 
M O R E  T I M E  T O  S H O P

Arrive early at Keflavík Airport and we will greet you with open arms.  
All passengers travelling on morning flights with WOW, Icelandair and 
Primera can check in from midnight. We have increased our services so you 
can have a lovely last Icelandic experience. Shops and restaurants, open all 
night this summer, so you can embrace the last drops of Icelandic taste and 
feel — and of course Tax and Duty Free.

06
.0

0

07
.0

0

08
.0

0

09
.0

0

10
.0

0

11
.0

0

12
.0

0

13
.0

0

14
.0

0

15
.0

0

16
.0

0

17
.0

0

18
.0

0

19
.0

0

20
.0

0

21
.0

0

22
.0

0

23
.0

0

00
.0

0

01
.0

0

02
.0

0

03
.0

0

04
.0

0

05
.0

0

F I N D  F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N
A T  W W W. K E F A I R P O R T .  I S / E A R LY

E X P E C T E D  R U S H  H O U R S
A T  C H E C K -  I N

17
 -

 1
50

1 
—

 H
V

ÍT
A

 H
Ú

S
IÐ

 /
 S

ÍA

M O R E  T I M E
F O R  S H O P P I N G

To remember her time in Iceland,  
she brings back home unique  
souvenirs that she bought  
at the airport.

After her time in Iceland, Naomi 
arrives early at the airport so she  
can enjoy her last hours there  
before continuing her journey.

E A R L Y  B I R D 
C A T C H E S



 
 
How to get there:   
Drive Route One north then Route 74

 

If you’re seeking to get away to a 
place with a small town’s charm 
and slow tempo, Sauðárkrókur, 
located in Northwest Iceland, may 
well be your cup of tea. The village 
is a three-and-a-half hour drive 
from Reykjavík, and home to ap-
proximately 2600 inhabitants. 
 Located at the innermost core 
of the beautiful Skagafjörður, the 
town is the centre of commerce, 
services and then local fishing 
industry. There’s something very 
traditional and genuine about the 
place, and there are things to do 
include taking in the colourful ar-
chitecture of the village, and visit-

ing Grettislaug, the Regional Folk 
Museum, and going river rafting. 

Stay: Hotel Tindastóll
It’s not hard to understand why 
Tindastóll is the local’s and tour-
ist’s first pick, when it comes to the 
best place to stay. The staff is dedi-
cated and helpful, and the hotel in-
terior reminds one of a luxurious 
mountain cabin from a bygone era. 
You just want to snuggle down in 
the lobby with hot cocoa and play 
some chess. The best part though? 
The hot pool outside. 

Drink: Micro Bar & 
Guesthouse

If you’re craving a beer, there’s one 
bar around, open three evenings a 
week: Micro Bar. With the Gaedin-
gur brewery located just a few ki-
lometres away, you can drink local 
craft beer while glancing at the 
variety of passersby (we barged in 
on the knitting club for example). 
Make sure to take a closer look 
at the wall art by the cartoonist 
Hugleikur Dagsson—you will dis-
cover small (literally speaking) 
surprises. 

Eat: Kaffi Krókur
Located on the main street is res-
taurant Kaffi Krókur, which offers 
a varied menu that will most likely 
satisfy any basic food preferences. 
Since Sauðárkrókur is known as 
a veteran when it comes to fish, 
it’s highly recommended to order 
something direct from the sea 
here—their lobster soup is as fresh 
as the clear mountain air outside. 
If you can’t be bothered to make 
it to the restaurant, they do home 
delivery too.

Visit: Puffins & Friends 
Exhibition

Sauðárkrókur’s high-tech exhibi-
tion ‘Puffins & Friends’ allows you 
to get close up to these birds while 
providing you with some food for 
thought regarding global warm-
ing and ocean pollution. Footage 
of puffins, dolphins, seals, whales 
and polar bears is displayed on a 
55” monitor and if you’re lucky, 
you’ll catch some Northern Lights 
while exploring on the VR goggles.

Tour: The Tannery Visitor 
Center  

Get a hands-on experience when it 
comes to local handmade leather 
by going on Gestastofa Sútarans’s 

complimentary guided factory 
tour that takes place weekdays be-
tween 9AM and 2PM. Their fish 
leather has received awards for be-
ing the best in the world, so don’t 
miss out on this hidden gem locat-
ed in the only tannery in Iceland.

Activity: Black beach 
stroll

Borgarsandur is a very stroll-
friendly black beach located east 
of Sauðárkrókur and stretching 4 
km. It’s probably pretty neat going 
for a run there as well,  if you’re 
one of those cardio bunnies. Sur-
rounded by peaked mountain tops 
and, if the weather allows it, a clear 
sight over to the island Drangey, 
it’s a must see while in the area.  

There’s so much more to Iceland than the airport. 
Look for your next adventures online. They’re hiding in plain sight.
airicelandconnect.com

Adventure 
awaits

Distance from  
Reykjavík:
285 km
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Sauðárkrókur 
Town Guide
VR Puffins, Local Craft Beer & Fishy Business

Kaffi Krókur

Micro Bar & Guesthouse

Words: Johanna Eriksson   
Photos: Art Bicnick

Hike provided by:
www.gocarrental.is



Island Life
News From The Countryside
Words: Paul Fontaine

Things To Do Outside Reykjavík

Canyon:  
Fjaðrárgljúfur

This immense canyon, not far from 
Kirkjubæjarklaustur, is a sight to be-
hold. The huge walls rear up vertical-
ly from the ground, with easy hiking 
trails from the car park to some high 
viewpoints. In recent years, the trails 
have been marred by some unfortu-
nate fencing, meaning it’s some-
times more like walking through a 
maze than roaming freely, but noth-
ing could really spoil this magnifi-
cent natural wonder. JR

Restaurant:  
Baccalá Bar

This is a unique and eccentric restau-
rant—open only in summer—run by 
a family with several generations of 
history in the tiny fishing village of 
Hauganes. You can’t miss it—it’s the 
one with a porch shaped like a Viking 
ship. The place has a very personal 
touch and in addition to serving food 
offers sea angling tours. Sometimes 
they’ll even cook your catch right up 
for you in the restaurant kitchen. MA 

 Hike:  
Jökulsárgljúfur

This northern section of Vatna-
jökull National Park offers breath-
taking sights and well-marked 
trails for hikers of all fitness levels 
and ambition—from the full 30-
plus kilometres between Dettifoss 
and Ásbyrgi, to the loops starting 
in the parking lot at Vesturdalur. 
Once-in-a-lifetime sights include 
Hljóðaklettar (fortress-like clus-
ters of basalt “echo rocks”) and 
Rauðhólar (“red hi l ls”) scoria 
cones, as well as many raw, sweep-
ing vistas. MA

ADVENTURE
AT SEA

REYKJAVÍK CLASSIC WHALE WATCHING

REYKJAVÍK EXPRESS WHALE WATCHING

REYKJAVÍK CLASSIC PUFFIN TOUR

REYKJAVÍK CLASSIC SEA ANGLING TOUR

WITH THE PROS 
FROM REYKJAVÍK & AKUREYRI 

BOOK NOW AT ELDING.IS

Tel: +(354) 519 5000 

EL-01

EL-06

EL-05

EL-04

Classic and 
Express tours 

also available from 
Akureyri.

Daily departures 
available

Daily departures 
available

Daily departures 
available

Daily departures 
available

See schedules on
whalewatchingakureyri.is

Elding Whale Watching Reykjavík . Ægisgardur 5 . Reykjavik's Old Harbour  
Tel: +(354) 519 5000 . elding.is . elding@elding.is

Adults 10.990 ISK
7-15 years 5.495 ISK
0-6 years free

Adults (10 years+) 
19.990 ISK
Min. height 140cm

Adults 6.500 ISK 
7-15 years 3.250 ISK
0-6 years free

Adults 14.200 ISK 
7-15 years 7.100 ISK
0-6 years N/A

Glæsilegur veitingastaður á Hótel Örk. Vandaður matseðill og hlýlegt umhverfi.
Pantaðu borð í síma 483 4700 eða á hverrestaurant.is.

If you’ve driven through east Iceland, you might have noticed that Borgarfjarðarvegur is in 
terrible shape. And by that we mean it is literally dotted with potholes, at least one of which 

measured at an axle-breaking depth of 30 centimetres. However, funds for road repair in 
the country in general are lacking, with different stretches of road needing prioritising, so 

response has been slow to come. With traffic increasing every year, East Icelanders are getting 
decidedly frustrated.

It seems Rus-
sia is in the 
news wher-
ever you look, 
and not even the 
Icelandic coun-
tryside remains 
untouched. 
It has come to 
light that food inspection 
authorities in the Russian 
Federation have blocked 
the import of products 
from the Akraborg plant 
in Akranes. The reason 
has nothing to do with the 
EU sanctions against Russia that Iceland is 
taking part in, though; rather, it’s because they 
found cadmium levels that went beyond the 
“safe limit” in Akraborg products. How much cadmium is safe 
to eat? Your guess is as good as ours.

Finally, Katla the volcano 
(again, not to be confused with Katla 

the DJ) trolled the international media 
hardcore. Glacial flooding and tremors 

changed its colour code from “everything is 
OK”-green to “maybe things are not so OK”-yellow. 

This was cited in numerous articles about how a major 
eruption in Iceland was not only days but mere hours 
away. If you were worried, we’re fine. Just more FAKE 

NEWS from the LIBERAL MEDIA trying to STEAL OUR JOBS. 
#sad
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SAGA SPOTS

Glaumbær
Where Icelandic Colonialism Went to Die
Words: Eli Petzold    Illustration: Lóa Hlín Hjámtýsdóttir

In Glaumbær, just north of the 
truck-stop town Varmahlíð in 
Northern Iceland, a modest me-
morial commemorates a para-
digm-shifting moment in the his-
tory of transatlantic exploration. 
A bronze statue beside the settle-
ment’s old church portrays a wom-
an standing on a comically small 
longboat; one hand rests on the 
ship’s prow, while the other clasps 
the arm of a small naked boy who, 
with a raised arm, salutes the 
world in front of him. 

The voyage to Vínland
The statue, originally cast in 1937 
by sculptor Ásmundur Sveinsson, 
depicts Guðríður Þorbjarnardót-
tir, medieval Iceland’s most wide-
ly traveled woman, and her son 
Snorri Þorfinsson, who is believed 
to be the first European born in 
the New World. As recounted in 
the ‘Saga of the Greenlanders’ and 
the ‘Saga of Erik the Red,’ Guð-
ríður accompanied her husband 
Þórsteinn, the youngest son of Erik 
the Red, on a failed voyage to Vín-
land, the region of North America 
which Leif the Lucky, Þórsteinn’s 
brother, had recently “discovered” 
around the turn of the millenni-
um. Marooned in Greenland, and 
having lost her husband to plague, 
Guðríður remarried and pressed 
on to Vínland with her new hus-
band, Þorfinnur Karlsefni Þórðar-
son, attempting to establish a per-
manent settlement. 

The American  
dream dies

After sailing south along the coast 
of Vínland, encountering both 
hostile and friendly Native Ameri-
cans along the way, Guðríður and 
Þorfinnur found food aplenty and 
settled along Straumsfjörður, a 
body of water which to this day has 
not been identified. Some more 
fanciful theories identify Straums-
fjörður as the mouth of the Hudson 
River, where New York City stands 
t o d a y .  W h e r -
e v er  St r au m s -
fjörður might be, 
the sagas claim 
t h a t  G u ð r í ð u r 
give birth to her 
S n o r r i  t h e r e , 
and whether he 
was a smooth-
talking New Yor-
ker, a salty New 
Englander, or a 
winter-hardened 
Newfoundlander, 
the account of his 
birth marks the 
first mention of 
a European being 
born in the West-
ern Hemisphere. 
When Snorri was three years old, 
however, his parents gave up on 
their American Dream and sailed 
back to Iceland, buying land and 
settling at Glaumbær—where the 
statue now memorializes this 
transatlantic landmark. 

Failed colonialism
Sevent y yea rs a f ter Á smu n-
dur cast his statue of Guðríður 
and Snorri, its title, ‘The First 
W h it e  Mot her  i n  A mer ic a ,’ 
rightfully elicits a discomfiting 
cringe. Just seven years earlier, 
the United States government 
gifted Iceland the statue of Leif 
Eiríksson, which now stands in 
front of Hallgrímskirkja, and the 
plaque on this statue casts Leif 
as the “discoverer” of Vínland, 
neglecting to mention that Na-
tive American civilizations had 
been perfectly fine in their “un-
discovered” land for millennia. 
The momentousness of Leif ’s 
discovery or Snorri’s birth takes 
on a new, more sobering tenor 
when examined through a post-
colonial lens; superseding Co-
lumbus’ colonial endeavor by 500 
years is hardly a feat worth cel-
ebrating when we consider the 

genocidal atroci-
t ies a ssociated 
w ith Columbus 
and subsequent 
expeditions. But 
unlike the Span-
i s h  i m p e r i a l 
enter prise,  the 
rag tag band of 
eleventh-century 
Icelanders failed 
to establish any 
l a s t i n g s et t le -
ment in the New 
World a nd, i n-
deed, gave up on 
the project alto-
gether. Perhaps, 
with the help of 
a little revision-

ist thinking, the statue of Guð-
ríður can be seen as celebrating 
a failed colonial attempt: thank 
fuck it’s not our fault, eh?   

“The account 
of Snorri’s 

birth marks 
the first men-
tion of a Eu-

ropean being 
born in the 

Western Hemi-
sphere.”

THE HOME
OF ICELANDIC

SEAFOOD
AND LAMB

APOTEK Kitchen+Bar is a casual-smart
restaurant located in one of Reykjavíks

most historical buildings.
 We specialize in fresh seafood

and local ingredients 
prepared with a modern twist. 

APOTEK KITCHEN+BAR           Austurstræti 16          101 Reykjavík       apotek.is          



Icelandic wool

icelandiclamb.is
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North Of The Wall 
A Game of Thrones tour of Iceland
Words & Photo: Valur Gunnarsson   

The Iron Island clan in ‘Game 
of Thrones’ are based on the Vi-
kings from Nordic history—but 
they are both more ferocious 
and more useless. Theon Grey-
joy’s dad berates those who use 
gold rather than iron to get what 
they want. Vikings both traded 
and plundered, depending on the 
situation. And yet, the Greyjoys 
are a minor nuisance compared 
with the original Vikings, who 
conquered parts of Britain and 
terrorised most of Europe. It ’s 
only when they ferry the Do-
thraki across the sea to Westeros 
that the Greyjoys  truly become 
a menace. Then again, Vikings 
teaming up with 
M o n g o l s  w o u l d 
have been the last 
t h i n g  m e d i e v a l 
E u r o p e  n e e d e d . 
Luckily, their in-
vasions came 300 
years apart.
 But the “iron-
born” islanders are 
not the only evi-
dence of Iceland in 
‘Game of Thrones.’ 
The show’s inven-
t o r,  G e o r g e  R R 
Martin, has cited 
the endless family 
feuds of the Ice-
landic Sagas as an 
inspiration, even 
if the core of his 
story is borrowed from the Eng-
lish Wars of the Roses. Still, his 
original book series uses in its 
title the two words most beloved 
by the Icelandic tourism indus-
try: “fire” and “ice.” 
 Better still for the tourism in-
dustry is that many of the scenes 
from the show were actual ly 
shot here in Iceland. The tour-
ing company Grayline does Game 
of Thrones-themed day trips, 
which have proved so popular 
that they’re now daily. For the 
whole experience, you can even 
go up north to see Jon Snow and 

Ygritte’s “love cave.” But Grape-
vine is just enough of a fan to 
still want to be back in time for 
dinner.

Shrinking horses in  
the snow 

As the bus gets going, the GOT 
theme song starts playing, which 
is atmospheric enough. T he 
guide introduces herself as Dídí, 
and even does this along with the 
tune. She’s very enthusiastic, and 
has herself gone on GOT location 
tours in Northern Ireland and 
Spain. As a sometime tour guide, 
I am deeply jealous of the Viking-

ish horn she blows 
t o  s u m mon t he 
guests back to the 
bus. The first stop 
is at the La xnes 
horse farm, where 
t h e  c e l e b r a t e d 
non-GOT author 
of the same name 
was born. It is also 
where they keep 
Arya’s horse, and 
other equine ce-
lebrities from the 
show. 
Dídí then proceeds 
to talk about the 
impact of Icelan-
dic horses on fan-
tasy. Interestingly, 
‘Lord of the Rings’ 

was set to be filmed in Iceland 
(and so it should have been—
Tolkien was a bigger Saga enthu-
siast than Martin), but this idea 
didn’t come to fruition because 
the production team wasn’t al-
lowed to import horses. It’s a fair 
point—Aragorn would probably 
look a little less heroic astride 
a tiny Icelandic horse. Probably 
this is why the Vikings didn’t 
fight on horseback. 
 The GOT crew was undeterred 
by the scale of the horses. Keen 
viewers of the show will note that 
the horses used by the Night’s 

Watch tend to shrink as they go 
north of the Wall, because the ac-
tors switched to Icelandic steeds. 
They were hoping you wouldn’t 
notice, but now we’ll never see 
them the same way again.  

Walking in the Vale
As is to be expected in Iceland, 
the tour soon heads into deep 
fog. A mandatory White Walker 
joke follows as we arrive at the 
mountain Hengill, and the spot 
where the Hound fought Brienne 
of Tarth. We also stop by the wa-
terfall Þórufoss, where Drogon 
the Dragon ate a goat. 
 By the t ime we reach the 
southern highlands, the weath-
er has cleared once again. One 
of the more impressive stops is 
the Þingvellir gorge—but not 
the part you usually see. We’re 
now in the Vale, approaching 
the Bloody Gate in the footsteps 
of Sansa Stark and Littlefin-
ger. Dídí shows us photos of the 
scene. Most of it is recognisable, 
but the gate itself has to be imag-
ined, as do the mountains in the 
backdrop. In much the same way 
that Westeros is Britain turned 
on its head, with a bit of Ireland 
tagged on, the scenery from Ice-
land in the series is sometimes 
a mishmash—some things his-
torical, others imagined via CG.
 The furthest point of the trip 
is Þjórsárdalur, and by the time 
we arrive, the sun has shown it-
self. We’re here to see a recon-
struction of a Viking farm, the 
remains of which were found in 
the area. But the reason for our 
visit isn’t archaeological—it’s 
rather because this very farm was 
once raided by Wildlings. This 
later sets up Ygritte’s death—and 
if that was a spoiler, you weren’t 
paying attention to begin with. 
The tour doesn’t include entry to 
the farm, but frankly, you aren’t 
missing much, unless you like to 
play with the wooden swords. 
 The last stop on the way back 
is in Hveragerði, where we visit 
the tiny stone museum to ob-
serve some Dragonglass. This is 
also a place to see the sunstones 
the Vikings used to navigate. But 
that belongs to a different show.  

Awaiting Wildling attack

“As is to be 
expected 
in Iceland, 
we’re soon 
into deep 

fog. A man-
datory White 
Walker joke 

follows.”

THE HOUSE AT EYRARBAKKI

Opening hours: May 1st - September 30th daily 11.00-18.00 or by an agreement
Tel: +354 483 1504 & +354 483 1082   |   husid@husid.com   |   www.husid.com

     

The House at Eyrarbakki
Árnessýsla folk museum is located in Húsið, 
the House, historical home of the Danish 
merchants built in 1765. Húsið is one of the 
oldest houses in Iceland and a beautiful 
monument of Eyrarbakki´s time as the 
biggest trading place on the south coast. 

Today one can enjoy exhibitions about the 
story and culture of the region, famous piano, 
shawl made out of human hair and the kings 
pot, are among items. Húsið prides itself with 
warm and homelike atmosphere. 

List of licenced Tour 
Operators and Travel 
Agencies on:  

visiticeland.com

Licensing and
registration of travel-
related services
The Icelandic Tourist Board issues licences to tour operators and travel agents, 
as well as issuing registration to booking services and information centres.

Tour operators and travel agents are required to use a special logo approved 
by the Icelandic Tourist Board on all their advertisements and on their Internet 
website.

Booking services and information centres are entitled to use a Tourist 
Board logo on all their material. The logos below are recognised by the 
Icelandic Tourist Board.

SUPER JEEP
DAY TOURS FROM REYKJAVÍK

ICELANDROVERS.IS • INFO@ICELANDROVERS.IS • TEL: +354 587 9999

VIÐURKENND
FERÐAÞJÓNUSTA

CERTIFIED
TRAVEL SERVICE

SILVER-CLASS
ENVIRONMENTAL
UMHVERFISFLOKKUN

Ha�ð Bláa
The Blue Sea

restaurant with a view

483-1000 • hafidblaa.is  
5 minutes from Eyrarbakki 
at the Ölfusá bridge

483-3330 • raudahusid.is  
10 minutes from Selfoss
and Highway 1 in Eyrarbakki
open daily 11:30-22:00

Traveling the south coast or Golden Circle?
Reykjavík

Eyrarbakki
Ke�avík

International
Airport

Vík



Rewiring Design 
The Döðlur creative studio expands into  
a clothing brand
Words: John Rogers  Photo: Döðlur  

Whether they know it or not, 
most Icelanders wil l have, at 
some point, encountered the 
work of the Döðlur creative stu-
dio. Founded in 2012 by part-
ners Daniíel Atlason and Hörður 
Kristbjörnsson, their clients, in 
various capacities, have includ-
ed everyone from Harpa to Kex 
Hostel, KronKron, The Farmers 
Association of Iceland, and (full 
disclosure, folks) The Reykjavík 
Grapevine, too.
 The main function of Döðlur 
is hard to pin down—and inten-
tionally so. “I don’t like to say 
we’re an ad agency,” says Hörður, 
“but it’s been our core function 
for the last ten or fifteen years. 
Myself and my business partner 
Danny had been working at dif-
ferent ad agencies, and decided 
that starting our own company 
would be the best route to realise 
the projects we wanted to do.”

Constant evolution
He’s right to resist the label—the 
definition of “ad agency” doesn’t 
cover the breadth of Döðlur’s ac-
tivities. Their range of projects is 
free-flowing and ever evolving, 
including everything from logos 
and branding to graphic design, 
video work, television advertis-

ing, and, more recently, interior 
design, architecture, and cloth-
ing. 
 “We’ve moved into designing 
interiors for spaces like hotels 
and shops,” says Hörður. “We 
worked on the interior of the 
Oddsson hotel—from that, we 
started working a lot with furni-
ture design. And then it evolved 
into clothing.”
 The company’s first clothing 
line, “Döðlur by Döðlur”, consists 
of branded sweaters, t-shirts and 
sweatpants. “We start with an 
idea of the look we want to do,” 
says Hörður. “Then we get a lot of 
help and input. We have a 3D art-
ist in the office who can visualise 
things, so we can see how it looks 
and works, and we have different 
manufacturers around Reykjavík 
who do things for us.” 

Peculiar characters
Döðlur has produced clothes be-
fore, in a less formal way—in 
the past, they made short-run 
designs for themselves, and for 
friends. “People started to get 
interested, and messaging us 
to ask if they could get clothing 
for themselves,” says Hörður. 
“But we only had a few, and we 
tended to give them away.” When 

the opportunity arose to develop 
a new downtown design store 
with their friend Sigrún Guðný 
Ma rk ú s dót t i r — t he re c ent ly 
opened Akkúrat, located at Aðal-
stræti 2—the time was right to 
expand. “We decided to go all-
in with a clothing line, just to 
find out if it would work,” says 
Hörður. “And, well—we want to 
wear the clothes, so that’s good 
enough for us.”
 Döðlur’s approach to design 
revolves a creative cross-polli-
nation of design practises, and 
a wiring together of disciplines. 
For example, whilst designing 
the interior of Oddsson, they be-
came interested in the geometric 
wooden cladding used on the bar, 
and decided to build a prototype 

summer house they’ve dubbed 
“The Hedgehog” from the same 
material; when they addressed 
the idea of a clothing brand, they 
reworked their logo into a new 
spin on Icelandic letters.
 “ T he de si g n i s  ba s e d on 
the logo of the company,” says 
Hörður. “It combines the char-
acters ‘Ð’ and and ‘ö’. We’re an 
Icelandic brand, and that’s given 
away by this quite peculiar char-
acter. It’s not an actual letter, but 
it’s made up of Icelandic letters.”
 And while Döðlur By Döðlur 
is only a first step, it could just 
be the beginning. “We’re not 
fashion designers, but we’re 
used to getting things going, and 
just doing it,” says Hörður. “We 
didn’t want to get into designing 

patterns, we thought let’s make 
a sweater, and brand it in a way 
that’s interesting. And if this 
works out, we’ll go further into 
fashion and get collaborators 
who know what they’re doing 
and work together. We want to 
design things of a certain qual-
ity, and it has to be thought out. 
From a fashion standpoint, the 
clothing should be a little bit in-
teresting, including to foreign-
ers who visit. Sure, you can buy 
a stuffed puffin—but why not a 
nice sweater as well, made and 
designed in Iceland?”  

The Döðlur by Döðlur clothing line 
is available in the Akkúrat store at 
Aðalstræti 2
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Döðlur's new clothing line.

Varma is dedicated to maintaining 
Icelandic tradition in developing, 
designing and manufacturing quality 
garments and accessories from the 
best Icelandic wool and sheepskin 
shearling.

Varma is available in various 
tourist shops around 
Iceland
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The Nordic House: 
Reminding Us Of 
What We Aren’t

     Words: Valur Gunnarsson   Photos: Art Bicnick  

The Nordic House was bui lt 
in Reykjavík in 1968 to prove 
that Iceland is indeed one of 
the Nordic Countries. In a way, 
it almost proves the opposite. 
 Pan-Scandinavianism was a 
movement that briefly flourished 
in the mid-19th century. The idea 
was to create one 
nation-state out 
of all the Nordic 
countries. And 
it wasn’t so fan-
ciful. Arguably, 
there are closer 
s i m i l a r i t i e s , 
cu lt ura l ly and 
even linguisti-
ca l ly,  bet ween 
Norway, Sweden 
a nd Den ma rk, 
than there were 
b e t w e e n  d i f -
ferent parts of 
I t a l y  o r  G e r -
many. And yet 
those countries 
became nation-
s t a t e s  w h i l e 
the Nordics re-
mained divided. 
 Pa r t  of  t he 
rea son ha s to 
d o  w i t h  c i r -
cumstance. The high point of 
Pan-Scandinavianism came in 
1851, when Norway and Sweden 
sent troops to assist the Danes 
in a war against Germany (they 
came too late to do any actual 
fighting, but it ’s the thought 
that counts). In the next war, 
in 1864,  against a more formi-

dable Germany, led by Bismarck 
and allied with Austria, the Nor-
wegians and Swedes decided to 
stay home. That put paid to the 
dream of a united Scandinavia. 
 And yet, even if they would 
remain separate states, unifica-
tion pressed on with a monetary 

u n i o n  b e f o r e 
World War I and 
at t empt s at  a 
military union 
b e f o r e  Wo r l d 
Wa r  I I  ( b o t h 
failures). In the 
latter war, the 
Nordic countries 
fought on vari-
ou s sides a nd 
after it ended, 
some opted to 
join NATO and 
what  ultimately 
became the EU, 
w h i le   ot hers 
did not. But in 
1952 the Nordic 
Council was qui-
etly formed and 
now citizenship 
i n  o n e  c o u n -
tr y essential ly 
means citizen-
ship in them all. 

 So where does Iceland fit into 
all of this? In the 19th century, ev-
eryone here was busy trying to 
get away from Denmark, so join-
ing with them in a Scandinavian 
union did not sound appealing. 
But some individuals, such as the 
writer Gunnar Gunnarsson—
born in Iceland but working in 

Denmark—did take to it as a way 
of reconciling their two identities
 In fact, the moniker “Scan-
dinavian” itself referred to the 
independent kingdoms of Den-
mark and Sweden, as well as 
the separate Norwegian realm 
of the Swedish king. But what 
about Iceland and Finland, which 
both became independent in the 
first half of the 20th Century? 
 The name of the Nordic Coun-
cil indeed refers to the five coun-
tries. Yet both Iceland and Fin-
land seem marginal, so much so 
that institutions had to be set up 
to spread the Nordic gospel to 
these borderlands. Finland—al-
ways a bit too close to Russia for 
comfort, as well as speaking an 
unusual Finno-Ugric tongue—
got a Nordic library. Iceland got 
a whole building to house the li-
brary. And even the Faroe Islands 
have a Nordic House. But there’s 
no need for one in Oslo, Stock-
holm or Copenhagen. Those are 
the Scandinavian heartlands, and 
missionary work is not required. 
 This isn’t to say we’re com-
plaining. The Nordic House is 
a beautiful building, designed 
by Finnish architect Alvar Aal-
to, representing one peripheral 
country by another. Better yet, 
it is runs and paid for by the 
Nordic Council, so all events or-
ganised by the house are free.
 The location is also interest-
ing. It used to be a small Nordic 
island in an Icelandic swamp. The 
mire is still there—a sanctuary 
for birds, now—but the house is 
slowly being encroached upon 
by modern buildings, includ-
ing the DeCode Genetics office 
building, and the Natural Science 
department of the University of 
Iceland. But the Nordic House 
will remain, a reminder of both 
our Nordic-ness and our periph-
eral status within that family. 

“In the 19th 
century, ev-
eryone here 

was busy try-
ing to get 
away from 

Denmark, so 
joining with 

them in a 
Scandinavian 
union did not 

sound appeal-
ing."

ART

The Nordic House. Designed by Finnish architect Alvar Aalto.

Alvar Aalto. Photo: twitter Architecture inside the Nordic House.



Wool sweater with crew neck and unique pattern. 
Available in 2 colours and various sizes -  Only 9.998kr
Wool hats available in various styles - Only 3.498kr
Wool mittens available in two colours - Only 3.498kr

Stay warm in the unpredictable 
Icelandic weather. The wool is light 
weighted, naturally breathable and 

regulates body temperature. 

Perfect for outdoor activity and adventures.

New 
in stores

Made from 100% wool

IM ICELANDIC
I DONT EAT
WHALE MEAT

ICELAND

Hafnarfjörður
Reykjavík

Borgarnes

Hellnar

Ólafsvík

HELP US
CREATE A FAXAFLÓI BAY

WHALE SANCTUARY
PLEASE SIGN THE PETITION

WWW.IFAW.IS

Reykjanesbær



The  
Champion  
Text: Zoë Vala Sands 
Photo: Art Bicnick   

Ever wonder what a day in the life 
of a champion looks like? Ari Bragi 
Kárason set the Icelandic record for 
100m sprint in July, coming in at 
10.51s, thereby beating the previ-
ous record of 10,52s which he set in 
2016. As if that wasn’t enough, Ari 
Bragi is also considered one of Ice-
land’s best trumpet players. He has 
recorded with artists such as Sigur 
Rós, Norah Jones, Jeff “Tain” Watts 
and most recently with his own jazz 
band, Melismetiq. Be sure to check 
out Melismetiq’s performance and 
CD release at The Reykjavík Jazz 
Festival on August 12th. We hear 
it’s going to be jazz-tastic. 

LIFE IN PICTURES

Ari Bragi likes to 
start his day at 
a coffeehouse, 
where he 
organizes his 
day over a cup 
of coffe.

Just a little bit of piano playing...

Off to the studio: Jazz star.

The kiss of dedication: Ari Bragi shows a mark on his 
lips that he got from years of playing the trumpet. 

Ari Bragi says it’s important that he practice the 
trumpet every day and maintain the instrument. 

The best of Icelandic produce 

with a nod to Japan and South 

America. Modern Icelandic 

flavours, share plates and award 

winning cocktails.

Sushi Social
Þingholtsstræti 5 • 101 Reykjavík

Tel. 568 6600 • sushisocial.is

Our kitchen is open
17.00–23.00 sun.–thu.
17.00–24.00 fri.–sat.

SOCIALIZE
WITH THE
LOCALS

ICELANDIC
SEAFOOD
makes world’s best sushi 
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Soon enough Ari Bragi’s mother and younger brother join 
him for a delicious well-balanced meal at Bergson

And we’re back to business. Next, Ari Bragi competed in a 100m sprint in Kaplakriki.

Suprise! Iceland’s fastest man wins the race! A happy champion celebrates his victory.

Repping Adidas: In the evening, Ari Bragi hosted the 10km Adidas race award ceremony. 

Not a moment wasted: 
Ari Bragi is a busy man. 

...before heading to 
a family brunch.

Hafnarstræti 1-3
uno.is

OPEN
11:30–24 FRI AND SAT

11:30–23 SUN–THU

HAPPY HOUR

15–18
DRAFT BEER AND

HOUSE WINE BY THE GLASS
50% OFF

SELECTED COCKTAILS

1.200 KR.

LOCALLY SOURCED
DELICIOUS FOOD

BISTRO & BAR



SALKA VALKA
FISH & MORE

SkólavörDustígur 23  • 101 reykjavík

Steamed Fresh Fish, Traditional Icelandic Fish ‘Stew’, Fish & Vegan Soups, 
Smoked Salmon & Vegan Toppings on Sourdough Bread, Beer, Wine, Coffee & more

ON A
JOIN US 
FUN DAY

info@blackbeachtours.is  /  blackbeachtours.is  /  +354 625 0500

IN ÞORLÁKSHÖFN

BOOK NOW!BLACKBEACHTOURS.IS
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A fishing boat was sailing north of 
Iceland when it suddenly heeled, 
so that it was almost flooded, due 
to some horrific creature that held 
on to the gunwale. The part of it 
that was on board resembled some 
kind of pincers, but the head and 
body were outboard. The crew cleft 
the beast in twain at the gunwale. 
The part that fell on board was so 
large that they had to cut it up to 
get rid of it. They estimated that 
the whole creature must have been 
many shiploads.

Sigfús Sigfússon, Íslenzkar 
þjóðsögur og sagnir V, p. 125.

MONSTER OF THE MONTH

Kráki -  
Kraken

Taken from 'The Museum of Hidden 
Beings' by Arngrímur Sigurðsson.  
Buy the book at gpv.is/dulbk Painting by Arngrímur Sigurðsson

Not many hotels are deemed so 
important that Parliament passes 
laws to get them built, but that 
was the case with Hótel Saga, 
aka the Farmer’s Palace, in the 

Vesturbærinn neighbourhood of 
Reykjavík. It started as a dream 
of the Farmer’s Association—a 
dream about being able to stay in 
luxury whenever they escape their 

dreary lives on the farms where 
they trudge through a tiresome 
existence of sheep, stale bread and 
gravel roads.
 To fund the farmer mafia’s pas-
sion project, a special tax was im-
plemented by Alþingi, and when 
the government is paying there are 
no holds barred. Halldór H. Jóns-
son, the finest architect in all the 
land was hired, the rooftop restau-
rant Grillið become the fanciest 
in the country, it became the “it 
place” where every night you could 
hear the loud voice of a farmer say-
ing to a US GI from the base, “hov 
due yoo like Iceland?” 

REYKJAVÍK OF YORE

The Farmers’ Wet 
Dream Parliament 
Made Happen
Words: Elías Þórsson  

Photo by Reykjavík Museum of Photography

Photo by Art Bicnick



BSÍ Bus Terminal • 101 Reykjavík •  +354 580 5400 • main@re.is • www.re.is • www.ioyo.is

BOOK NOW! ON WWW.IOYO.IS AT YOUR RECEPTION

SCHEDULED  BUSES  
&  BUS  PASSPORTS

TRAVEL  AROUND 
THE  COUNTRY  AT 
YOUR  OWN  PACE

WWW.IOYO.ISCREATE  YOUR  OWN  ADVENTURE!

DIFFERENT  MEETING POINTS   AVAILABLE 
SEE  WWW.IOYO.IS



“Working in the night is not only work-
ing, but in a different routine—it’s like 
working a whole different economy al-
together,” says DJ Danni Deluxe. Danni 
has been a big name in the Icelandic DJ 
scene for years, and is also well known 
for his contributions  in radio and music 
production. 
 While he is currently taking a breath-
er from the night shifts to focus on wed-
dings and party gigs this summer, Dan-
ni says he is used to DJ at two or three 
night clubs a week. “It really messes up 
your schedule,” he says. Danni explains 
that in contrast to a 9-5 Dolly Parton job, 
a DJ is waiting all day to for his shift to 
begin, trying to ensure that he is geared 
up for the night ahead. “It gets really ex-
treme when you also have a day job,” he 
explains.
 Danni recalls a particular memory 
with a laugh: “I used to DJ at Prikið. I’d 
spend a full night DJing there and once 
the shift was over, the work car would 
pick me up, I’d put on my gear and head 
straight to Öskjuhlíð for my day job of 
laying asphalt. It was hilarious because 
people I’d been DJing for the night before 

would pass me drunk on their way home. 
And there I was, their DJ, just laying as-
phalt.”
 As a DJ, Danni has had to deal with his 
fair share of drunk partygoers and has 
certainly witnessed the gamut of embar-
rassing dance moves. But he says that 
people are rarely as ridiculous as they 

remember: “People always come up to 
me the day after, apologizing for having 
been ‘so annoying,’ even though there 
was nothing wrong at all.” So get your 
groove on and let that DJ save your life, 
because apparently nobody judges your 
bad moonwalk as harshly as you do.  

HOUR OF THE WOLF

CITY SHOT

A DJ Laying  
Asphalt

Anecdotes from DJ Danni Deluxe 

Words:  
Zoë Sands

Photo: 
Art Bicnick

by Ómar Sverisson

DON’T ASK NANNA...

About 
Feminist 
Buses
Words: Nanna Árnadóttir 

Hi Nanna, 
I’m curious to know your opinion on the 
decorated buses I’ve seen in town. Some-
one told me that they show sexist remarks 
made to women, telling them to “smile 
more” or “watch out not to get assaulted” 
etc. That’s clearly important, but if femi-
nism is truly about equality, shouldn’t 
there also be a bus with the kinds of sexist 
remarks men are forced to endure? Men 
are also forced to conform, told to act cer-
tain ways and look certain ways. 

G.S

Hey G.S, 
If I ran 5K to support testicular cancer, 
does that mean I’m not being fair to other 
cancer charities? Do I also need to run in 
every single charity run ever in order for 
my run in the testicular cancer run to 
mean anything? 
Do you see the flaw in your logic yet? 
Just because you stand for one thing does 
not invalidate all the other things you 
stand for. 
As for the sexist remarks men have to en-
dure, well, if you feel that strongly about it, 
why don’t you paint them on your own car?

Nanna

Hi Nanna, 
I think Skyr is overrated. What do you 
say to that?

SkyrIsAScam

Hi SkyrIsAScam,
I say, who cares what you think? Not me. 
Boi BYE. 

Nanna

Don't email: nanna@grapevine.is
Don't tweet at: @NannaArnadottir

West-Iceland
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DJ Danni Deluxe 



The world feels a little
more remarkable having seen
the inside of its machinery.

  - Financial Times -

One of twenty places
in the world you must see
before you die.

        - CNN -
Standing inside
a volcano is a strangely
emotional experience.

  - The Guardian -
 

BOOK YOUR ADVENTURE DIRECTLY AT:
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LAST WORDS 

May The Odds 
Be Ever In 
Your Favour
Words: Jono Duffy
Photo: Hugleikur Dagsson

As Pride rolls out it’s time to share with you 
the most common question I get asked by oth-
er foreigners visiting Iceland. No, not the age-
old, “Why did you move to Iceland?” question. 
For that, there’s a TedX Talk you can watch. 
I’m talking about the one question I get asked 
almost on a daily basis, especially by visiting 
Kweens (a term I use for gay tourists): “What’s 
it actually like as a gay man living here?”

✂→ ✂→ ✂→ ✂→ ✂→ ✂→

Well, get ready, cause imma bout to get real up 
in hurr ok (insert tongue pop).

✂→ ✂→ ✂→ ✂→ ✂→ ✂→

Gay life in Iceland is small, really small. It’s 
estimated that only two percent of a devel-
oped country’s population are men that iden-
tify as gay, so that leaves about 6000 dudes 
here, who’re all scrambling to get a piece of a 
tiny pie. I’ve often said in my stand up that it’s 
a bit like ‘The Hunger Games.’ Once a month 
we line up outside Kiki, and then we fight 
to the death, and the last two survivors get 
to have sex with each other. Iceland is often 
painted as a utopia for gay people, with no 
discrimination and Kit Kats for all. In a lot of 
ways it is, but like any developed country, we 
have our issues.

✂→ ✂→ ✂→ ✂→ ✂→ ✂→

With the constant rotation of tourists in and 
out of the country here, dating can be a bit like 
eating at a sushi train. That feeling when you 
see a perfectly fine plate in front of you, but 
you hold out just to see if something better 
comes along. There are happy gays here, but 
there are also venomous little dwarves wait-
ing to sink their teeth into new flesh. It’s a 
country just like any other. 

OUTDOOR
ADVENTURES
GLACIER WALKS, HIKING & CAVING

VIÐURKENND
FERÐAÞJÓNUSTA

CERTIFIED
TRAVEL SERVICE

SILVER-CLASS
ENVIRONMENTAL
UMHVERFISFLOKKUN

MOUNTAINGUIDES.IS  • INFO@MOUNTAINGUIDES.IS • TEL: +354 587 9999

SUPER JEEP ADVENTURES

icelandrovers.is info@icelandrovers.is · Tel: +354 587 9999 

AND PRIVATE TOURSFROM REYKJAVÍK 2017 - 18

1
www.mountainguides.is

GLACIER WALKS

SÓLHEIMAJÖKULL & SKAFTAFELL

DAY TOURS 2017 - 18 

mountainguides.is 

info@mountainguides.is · Tel: +354 587 9999 

mountainguides.is 
info@mountainguides.is · Tel: +354 587 9999 

GLACIER WALKS, HIKING
& CAVING FROM REYKJAVÍK 2017-18

OUTDOOR 
ADVENTURES 

WWW.RSS.IS  •  +354 497 5000  •  INFO@RSS.IS
USB CHARGING 
IN EVERY SEAT

IN BUS
AUDIO GUIDE

PERSONAL
HOST

DAY TOURS
W E  G U I D E  I N  1 0  L A N G U A G E S

GREAT PRICES ON ALL THE BESTSELLING DAY TOURS

BOOK YOUR ADVENTURE NOW - AVALABLE ASSISTANCE 24/7

DAY TOURS 
FROM 6.990 ISK

ICE CAVE
CLASSIC

GOLDEN 
CIRCLE CLASSIC
RSS.is/GCC RSS.is/SCC RSS.is/ICC

SOUTH COAST 
CLASSIC

PRICE FROM

28.990ISK
PRICE FROM

6.990ISK
PRICE FROM

9.990ISK
AVAILABILITY
EVERY DAY AT 08:00

AVAILABILITY
EVERY DAY AT 09:00

AVAILABILITY
FOUR TIMES DAILY

SUMMERSPECIAL

DISCOUNT

30%
UPTO

“Best company in Iceland”
Reviewed January 23, 2017
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