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Chamber music ensemble Nordic Affect has 
made a name for itself as an outstanding en-
semble of female players who strive to cham-
pion the works of female composers. The new 
album, ‘Clockworking’, showcases new works 
that combine historical performance tradi-
tions with fresh new sounds. And you can 
sample it right now!
 Over the course of the ten-minute “Sleep-
ing Pendulum,” composed by María Huld 
Markan Sigfúsdóttir (of Amiina fame), we 
hear the ghostly shimmers of string harmon-
ics, the meditative entrance and exit of bells, 
and string melodies reminiscent of the tra-
ditional Icelandic music “tvísöngur.” Some-
times, the melodies interact more dissonant-
ly, and sometimes they appear quite sweet, 
almost nostalgic. In this composition, María 
has taken a historical lineage and swung the 
style this way and that, though this “pendu-
lum” still swings quite gently. 
 You won't ever mistake “Sleeping Pendu-
lum” for early classical music, as it certainly 
has one foot in the contemporary world. 
Fleeting moments come and go in this evoca-
tive and beautiful piece, and for an album 
titled 'Clockworking', it makes for a perfect 
concluding moment.
 Download it now etc.
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SPECIAL EDITION!  
PAY ATTENTION!

Hi. I’m Haukur. I edit a tourist magazine for a living. It’s a 
fun magazine; it’s informative for tourists, and it has comix. 
I also like to tell myself that we have on occasion managed 
to be a force for good, mostly through promoting open dis-
course and providing a venue for voices that might otherwise 
go unheard. 
 Anyway, magazine editors are mostly useless in the 
greater scheme of things. Nobody cares what they have to 
say. So I’m going to stop saying things, and cede this space to 
an actual person of value, who does important, selfless work 
of the sort that actively benefits us humans. Look! 

---

The Helping Hand Of The Petite 
Bourgeoisie

To those doubting we can help 
refugees

By: Ragnar Þorvarðarson
Vice Chair of the Red Cross in Reykjavik

After last week, I am convinced that small actions can create 
a great impact. On a Sunday afternoon near the end of Au-
gust, I saw that an old friend had set up a small event on Face-
book. She was encouraging people to pressure the govern-
ment into accepting a higher number of refugees from Syria, 
in reaction to the increased numbers of refugees and asylum 
seekers risking their lives to get to safety in Europe. In the 
week that followed, offers to assist refugees in need have 
poured in, and the government formed a Ministerial Com-
mittee to review the numbers of people Iceland will accept.
 Following the solidarity on social media, the Red Cross 
in Iceland saw a surge in new volunteers. In roughly a week, 
1,100 people nationwide signed up to become volunteers. 
Last Monday, over 200 people showed up to an open infor-
mation meeting held at the Red Cross headquarters in Reyk-
javik.
 The Minister of Welfare, Eygló Harðardóttir, has al-
ready noted that Ministry officials have contacted the UN 
Refugee Agency (UNHCR) to announce Iceland’s interest in 
welcoming refugees from Syria. In Alþingi’s opening session 
on Tuesday, Eygló said: “We can, and should help those in 
need, both at home and abroad.” The social media call and 
the concerned voices have obviously influenced the debate 
on migration and refugee issues here in a positive way. 
 However, not all voices are positive, with some people 
claiming that such initiatives are naive and lack practi-
cal thought. I would argue that mocking people in search 
of safety or labelling the efforts of those willing to help as 
“Samúðarhræsni smáborgara” (“Pity hypocrisy of petite 
bourgeoisie,” as I'd translate it), which we have seen in Ice-
landic papers over the last week, does not help us tackle the 
issue. I believe that with informed discussions on the topic, 

we can avoid the negative voices distracting us. We need to 
start making firm decisions on assisting more people, and we 
need to do it in a proper way. 
 From 1956, the efforts of welcoming refugees to the 
country have been done in cooperation between the state, 
municipalities, the Red Cross and the people themselves. 
It is very important that people get the support they need, 
not only support to arrive here but also official support and 
help with settling into a new country. Getting used to living 
in a new country also needs to be supported by the work of 
capable professionals, psychologist, psychiatrists and social 
workers.
 This week, a young man spoke with Morgunblaðið about 
his experience of arriving in Iceland from Kosovo in 1999. 
He explained that the empathy of Icelanders had saved his 
life: “Now I understand that there was no difference between 
the people in the refugee camps around me at that time, and 
those dressed in suits in fancy offices across Europe. We can 
all end up in difficult circumstances in life but with the right 
opportunities we can all become scientists, doctors, foot-
ballers or whatever else, and live decent lives.” 
 The efforts that we can undertake here in Iceland are ef-
forts that will create opportunities for people who otherwise 
would have none.
 Responding to the increased goodwill towards accepting 
refugees in Iceland, one commenter on the Grapevine’s Face-
book page asked, “So who is going to put a refugee ahead of 
an Icelander?” In my mind this issue is not about helping one 
instead of the other. Helping people from other parts of the 
world surely does not mean that we won't help people here 
in Iceland. The Red Cross is assisting people domestically in 
various ways; our staff and volunteers are constantly work-
ing with homeless people, individuals dealing with mental 
illness and various others in different walks of life.
 All over the world, the Red Cross is helping migrants and 
refugees to uphold their rights and dignity. In a few months 
time we will be able to channel all the goodwill of fellow 
volunteers here in Iceland in assisting refugees that will be 
welcomed in the country. Let’s also not forget that there are 
already people here that we can assist now.
 The Icelandic society that I want to live in is built on val-
ues of acceptance and respect for people of different back-
grounds. I am pleased to see that the public discourse in this 
country has been channelled into positive paths, rather than 
negative ones, as we are unfortunately seeing in too many 
other European countries. At the same time I believe that we 
can do more to assist: We need to keep the debate alive and 
pressure politicians to make swift decisions to help people in 
need and react quickly to the current crisis. 
 I encourage you to speak up for humanity and share your 
thoughts with politicians, neighbours, colleagues, family 
members and friends. Allowing the negative voices to win 
will surely not make our society a better place to live in.

Editorial: Haukur S. Magnússon
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this issue's  most aw esome letter!

 

Check it out! Whoever sent in this issue's 
LOVELIEST LETTER gets a free Grapevine 
T-shirt, featuring the regal G that adorns 
our cover. DON’T PANIC if your letter 
wasn’t found to be this issue's loveliest. 
You can still get a tee for a low, low price 
over our website, www.grapevine.is.

And guess what: we always give out 
SICK prizes for each issue's LOVELIEST 
LETTER, so be sure to send in some fun 
and/or interesting missives.

Give us your worst: letters@grapevine.is

LOVELIEST LETTER
FREE GRAPEVINE TEE HEE HEE!

Last week, the municipal government of 
Ísafjarðarbær (where I serve as mayor) 
made a declaration on behalf of the com-
munity it serves. We declared that we, 
the people of Ísafjarðarbær, are ready and 
willing to welcome refugees to our town 
and host them to the best of our abilities. It 
is our civic duty, and it is a show of social 
responsibility.
 The municipality of Ísafjarðarbær 
hosts a good-natured and child-friendly 
community, with a variety of qualities 
that anyone should find appealing, not the 
least those who are tasked with starting a 
new life. Our infrastructure is sturdy, and 
the closeness of our tight-knit community 
enables us to offer a steady and warm 
hand to those in need—to those who would 
entrust us with their future. 
 We are also experienced. Ísafjarðar-
bær accepted thirty refugees from the 

Balkans in 1996 (which proportionately 
equals the number of Syrian refugees Ger-
many plans to admit). The endeavour was 
such a success that it became the basis of 
a model for subsequent refugee arrivals to 
Iceland. 
 The key to this success was the direct 
and active participation of many of our 
townspeople. Local support families vol-
unteered and were consequently trained 
and educated in preparation for the refu-
gees’ arrival, ready to welcome them to a 
new home and a fresh start. Every family 
of refugees was assigned a support family 
of their own, allowing them to immediate-
ly enjoy the comfort and support network 
only a close group of friends can offer. 
 A few years later, our town’s economy 
failed. There was unemployent, and job 
opportunities were few and far between. 
Fortunately, after successfully integrat-
ing into our community, the refugees were 
well prepared to relocate to anywhere they 
wished. Success!
 Some eventually chose to return to the 
places they fled once the situation allowed 
for it. The rest are spread all over Iceland. 
All these years later, they have become a 
vital part of the Icelandic nation, while 
those who left still foster close ties to our 
country.
 Our community’s experience of ac-
cepting a group of thirty refugees in 1996 
was a pleasant and rewarding one. In-
deed, many of those who played a part in 
welcoming that group regularly express a 

sincere interest in repeating the project. 
They have retained the knowledge, expe-
rience and expertise that accumulated in 
the process—it is preserved within our lo-
cal Red Cross chapter, our social services 
and among the many volunteers who 
pitched in, serving as support families or 
otherwise.
 We, the people of Ísafjarðarbær have 
much to offer—and it seems that at the 
moment, much is needed. Our neigh-
bouring municipalities have furthermore 
pledged to work with us in this effort, 
should we be called upon.
 It is in light of our positive prior ex-
periences with accepting refugees, in 
tune with our civic duties, and out of 
our shared sense of social responsibility 
that we foster a sincere will to help in any 
which way we can, and do our part. 

Dear Mr. Mayor,

Thank you for taking the time to write 
us and explain your community’s 
stance on this very pressing issue. It 
seems like a noble one, and we applaud 
it and wish you success. If nothing else, 
you’ve certainly earned that t-shirt. 

Hey! Wait! Are you maybe just pander-
ing to our obvious and blatant bleed-
ing heart liberal sensibilities to score a 
free t-shirt? Is that it? Is it? 

Say your piece, voice your 
opinion, send your letters to: 
letters@grapevine.is

SOUR GRAPES AND STUFF

A Letter From The Mayor  
Of Ísafjarðarbær

Or: Why we will gladly welcome 
refugees to our community

Words by Gísli Halldór Halldórsson

Visit Iceland’s 
largest 
art museum

 Reykjavík
Art Museum

HAFNARHÚS
TRYGGVAGATA 17 
101 RVK

ÁSMUNDARSAFN 
SIGTÚN 
105 RVK

artmuseum.is

KJARVALSSTAÐIR  
FLÓKAGATA 
105 RVK

Erró, Jaime Sabartes, 1964.   Ásmundur Sveinsson. Photo Andrés Kolbeinsson, 1958.

Open daily
One admission 
to three museums

Varma is available in various
tourist shops around Iceland

the timeless
warmth
of Iceland

Varma is dedicated to maintaining 
Icelandic tradition in developing, 
designing and manufacturing 
quality garments and accessories 
from the best Icelandic wool and 
sheepskin shearling.

the timeless
warmth
of Iceland
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ICEWEAR offers an extensive 

collection of clothing for the 

outdoor enthusiast, ranging 

from high-tech down jackets to 

unique wool products made in 

Iceland. We strive to offer colors 

and cuts in line with the latest 

trends, quality materials and 

competitive prices.

icelandic design
since 1972

WWW.ICEWEAR.IS
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Compare Prices and Read Reviews on Tripadvisor
www.bustravel.is

Tel: +354 511 2600 · info@bustravel.is · bustravel.is

Exciting Day Tours 
– Beautiful Places –

“Excellent tour of Golden Circle, Reykjavik.”
Collected and returned to cruise ship. Excellent trip 
and would definitely recommend. The price was approx. 
one-third of the cruise excursion.No problems with 
booking over the internet. Fantastic.
Visited May 2015

Reykjavík | Is welcoming

Words by John Rogers

In the light of Icelanders’ recent groundswell in favour of accepting more Syrian refu-
gees, Reykjavík’s mayor, Dagur B. Eggertsson, was recently quoted as saying that the 
city is prepared to accept “hundreds” of new refugees. Curious, we called him up to gain 
further insight into this statement, discussing—among other things—the process of com-
ing up with a more concrete number, the mayoral office’s role in handling refugees, and 
what practical steps interested citizens can take to get involved.

Dagur, thanks for 
talking to us. First of 
all—how did you arrive 
at the rough figure of 
“hundreds”?

Well, I didn’t want to give out a 
more exact number—I don’t think 
we’re at that stage yet. I was asked by 
a reporter if it would be in the hundreds, 
and I said “Yes, probably.” 
 The government and the ministe-
rial committee on refugees are currently 
deciding on the number of refugees that 
will come to Reykjavík and Iceland’s 
various municipalities. There’s a broad 
consensus in the city council: we wanted 
to make it heard that we’re prepared 
to participate, and we thought that the 
numbers given out earlier—50 or so refu-
gees—was too low. We have offered to 
enter into negotiations with the govern-
ment on the matter, and do the very best 
we can.

Could you describe the 
role of the mayor’s office 
in this process?

First of all, I’m coordinating 
our efforts and operations 
with our specialists in the 

city’s Welfare department, 
and the Human Rights department, 
who’ve historically been very active 
when we’ve received groups of refugees. 
For the preparations to be more concrete, 
we need to know the scale the govern-
ment is thinking about. I see my role as 
coordinating the effort, ensuring we 
have the necessary means to not just take 
on the task, but to make sure we do it 
properly—and not just in the short term, 
but over a number of years. 
 And I have the full backing of the city 
council to do so.

Who are the main players in this 
process?

First, you have the Ministerial Commit-
tee, who are deciding on the numbers, 

and determining the available finances. 
There’s a Refugee Committee working 
with them, which has the governmen-
tal authority to work alongside the UN 
bodies that work on refugee issues. In 
collaboration with them, the refugee 
committee makes a proposal on how 
many refugees will come here, and from 
which camps. There are three ministries 
connected to the process directly—the 
Welfare, Interior and Foreign ministries. 
Also the Ministry of Finance is involved, 
and now the Prime Minister’s office, 
because the Prime Minister himself is 
chairing the Refugee Committee.

It has been documented that the 
city’s healthcare system is cur-
rently struggling to cope with 
demand. Will refugees enter into 
the existing healthcare system, 
or will new resources be made 
available?

I would think that we need new resourc-
es. Refugee healthcare is actually in the 

hands of the state, but when it comes to 
schools et cetera, we are responsible. 
These matters are carried out in agree-
ment between the government and the 
municipalities, based on the needs of 
the groups that are coming—whether it’s 
adults, or a lot of children, for example. 
We assess their specific needs, and the 
result will vary based on the situation.

What kind of housing will the 
refugees be occupying?

At first they could be at some kind of 
centre. But we’ve found that it’s best to 
assimilate refugees as soon as possible, 
and meet their needs as best we can—as 
we do with any other types of people in 
need. We envision that they will be living 
as normal people in Reykjavík as soon as 
possible.

Icelanders’ positive response 
to the current crisis has been 
reported, even celebrated, world-
wide. However, there are opposing 
voices in Icelandic discourse as 
elsewhere, who are loudly and 
vehemently opposed to the idea of 
welcoming refugees to the coun-
try. What has been your experi-
ence, talking to people in the city?

In my experience, the response has been 
very positive. And that’s very important. 
The whole of our society has to do this to-
gether—you don’t need to be a refugee to 

know that if you’re a child coming into a 
new school, or an individual coming into 
a new neighbourhood, it’s very important 
to be well received by your neighbours, 
classmates and fellow citizens. I’m cer-
tain that the positivity of the Icelandic 
people will help refugees feel welcome 
here. I have noticed that the Red Cross 
is working very actively with volunteers, 
giving out information on how people 
can help. The willingness to help is cer-
tainly out there. It’s great to have the Red 
Cross as a partner in this—they are very 
experienced in these matters, not just 
here, but all over the world.

What should people do if they 
want to get involved in this 
process?

I would recommend that people join the 
Red Cross efforts, and list themselves 
as interested in helping there. The Red 
Cross will work with individuals to 
find out what they’d like to do, and how 
they’re best capable of helping, and then 
suggest a practical plan for involvement. 
This goes for people in all parts of the 
greater Reykjavík area, as in every other 
part of Iceland. I foresee that this will be 
a country-wide effort.



Take part in a great adventure. Descend 120 metres 
into a volcano and explore an underground world.

I have never been anywhere 
underground that matches 
the grandeur and impact of 
this place.
           - The Sunday Times

Standing inside a volcano 
is a strangely emotional 
experience.
     - The Guardian

One of twenty places in the 
world you must see before 
you die.
                     - CNN

Inside 
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•  Several departures a day
•  Maximum 15 people in each tour
•  Duration: 5-6 hours
•  Minimum age: 12 years
•  Fitness level needed: Moderate.     

No  knowledge of hiking or climbing is required.

Price: ISK 39,000 per person

For the first time in history, travelers have the 
opportunity to see what a volcano looks like on the 
inside. Descend into a 4.000 year old magma chamber 
and experience a new underground world. 
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List of licenced Tour 
Operators and Travel 
Agencies on:  

visiticeland.com

Licensing and
registration of travel-
related services
The Icelandic Tourist Board issues licences to tour operators and travel agents, 
as well as issuing registration to booking services and information centres.

Tour operators and travel agents are required to use a special logo approved 
by the Icelandic Tourist Board on all their advertisements and on their Internet 
website.

Booking services and information centres are entitled to use a Tourist 
Board logo on all their material. The logos below are recognised by the 
Icelandic Tourist Board.

OPEN 7-21

BREAKFAST,
LUNCH & DINNER

Recently, over a thou-
sand Icelanders took to 
Facebook to pledge their 
help to those fleeing 
Syria, with participants 

vowing to provide food, money, clothes 
and anything else to help Syrian refu-
gees in need. But even the most cynical 
person would not be surprised by those 
kinds of offers. What was surprising, 
even to optimists, was that a large num-
ber promised to take refugees into their 
homes.

Like AirBnB for people whose 
country is in ruins.

If anybody needs a long vacation, it is the 
people of Syria. The campaign started in 
late August, when Bryndís Björgvins-
dóttir, an award-winning young adult 
novelist, created a Facebook event de-
manding that Icelanders grant asylum 
to a greater number of refugees from 
Syria, upon learning the government’s 
plans to accept only fifty, over a period 
of two years. 

Wow! A whole fifty? You'd almost 
need two buses to get them from 
the airport.

In the post that kicked off the campaign, 
Bryndís offered to personally sponsor 
airfare for five additional refugees, and 
said that she knew someone who would 
be happy to house them—her idea being 
that individual efforts might help Ice-
landers increase the number of refugees 
accepted. All she asked from the govern-
ment were the necessary residency and 
work visas. That is when offers starting 
pouring in from other Icelanders and, 
eventually, abroad. The cynical among 
you might think that internet promises 
are cheap, but there are already signs 
that people are following through. For 
instance, more than a thousand people 
registered as volunteers for the Icelan-
dic branch of the Red Cross as a result of 
the campaign.

For a thousand people you need a 
pretty long bus.

This is not unique to Iceland. All over 
Europe, people have been offering mon-
ey, food, housing and other assistance. 
And not just regular citizens, but also 
artists, businesspeople and even the 
Pope, who asked every Catholic par-
ish and monastery in Europe to take in 
at least one family of refugees. Many 
politicians have responded positively to 
this widespread feeling of goodwill—for 
instance the Prime Minister of Finland, 
who offered up his second home for 
refugees.

That does sound a little bit like 
the premise of a television situa-
tion comedy.

No such situation, comedic or other-
wise, will involve the Icelandic Prime 
Minister, Sigmundur Davíð Gunnlaugs-
son. He seemed more worried about 

the motivations of people offering help, 
than about offering any help himself. He 
said: “Our reaction can never be aimed 
at fulfilling our possible needs to see the 
results of our work or be thanked for 
it.” By that logic, the one person worse 
than someone who does nothing to save 
a drowning child, is someone who feels 
good about trying saving a drowning 
child.

Only people who feel slightly 
disgusted with themselves af-
terwards should save drowning 
children.

Iceland has a patchy history when it 
comes to refugees. The lowest point was 
when the government expelled Jews 
seeking to escape Nazi Germany. But 
through the years, various groups of 
refugees have been granted asylum in 
Iceland, many of them settling down. 
For example Hungarians in the 1950s, 
Vietnamese in the 1970s, and Colombi-

ans in the last decade. But it has never 
been a great amount of people. Numbers 
are only available from 1956, and since 
then only 549 refugees have been re-
settled in Iceland. That does not include 
those Icelanders who have had to flee 
their homes because of avalanches and 
volcanic eruptions.

You have to pretty desperate to 
want to live on a freezing cold, 
storm-beaten, volcano-riddled 
rock in the North Atlantic.

It is not an easy thing, starting a new 
life in Iceland. Several municipalities 
around the country, including Reykja-
vík, have said that they are ready to ac-
cept refugees. Around the turn of the 
century, there was a conscious policy 
to settle refugees in small towns in the 
countryside. Which makes sense, as it is 
easier to get to know people when there 
are fewer people around.

Also, that's a much better premise 
for a situation comedy.

In the last ten years refugees have been 
housed in Reykjavík and nearby towns, 
which also makes sense since many 
services are easier to obtain in the city. 
Reykjavík could also accept much larger 
numbers than any other place in Ice-
land. Mayor Dagur B. Eggertsson has 
said that the city could easily take in 
“hundreds” of refugees.

Hundreds, eh? Not to get too 
bleak, but three million Syrians 
have fled the country in the last 
few years.

The people who will be resettled here 
will be only a tiny fraction of the total 
number of refugees. But when you see 
a river full of drowning people, you do 
not start to worry about how to save 
them all. You just start bringing as many 
as you can onto dry land. And how you 
feel about it is your business and no one 
should judge you, especially if they are 
standing by doing nothing.
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So What's This I Keep Hearing 
About Icelanders Welcoming 
Refugees Into Their Homes?

Iceland | Is welcoming

Continues Over...

Open 
Season:
Iceland’s new law 
on foreign people 
is a mixed bag

Also, a squandered 
opportunity 
By Benjamin Julian

The Icelandic legislation on aliens 
(96/2002) has been subject to des-
perate and haphazard review for 
years. Passed with little consider-
ation for immigration and intake of 
refugees, the current, sorely out-
dated law went on to define an ineffi-
cient institutional structure that is ut-
terly incompatible with today’s freer 
movement of people. 
 Patched repeatedly through the 
decades, the law was last signifi-
cantly altered in 2010. Iceland’s last, 
left-wing government attempted to 
completely overhaul the legislation 
during its reign, but failed to pass the 
new legislation in time for elections. 
Icelanders thus now find themselves 
presented with a comprehensive re-
view of the law—based in part on the 
previous government's proposals—
which was just completed by hardy 
workers at the Ministry of the Interior. 
 The proposed new law has been 
met with anxious anticipation and 
scrutiny since it was introduced on 
August 24. I, along with a number of 
associates, spent many days over 
the last few weeks poring over the 
draft, with the aim of turning in com-
ments to the Ministry of the Interior 
before the September 7 deadline (we 
made it!). After thoroughly reviewing 
the new law, I can attest that it will 
smoothen the edges off some abu-
sive and problematic aspects intrin-
sic to the one it is meant to replace. 
However, most of the major faults 
remain—and some new ones are in-
troduced.

I C E L A N D  4 D U M M I E S

Words by Kári Tulinius  @Kattullus  
Illustration by Lóa Hjálmtýsdóttir



“A MUST !!!”
Reviewed 8 September 2015

if you are in island whale watcing 
is a must experience and i strong-
ly reccomend you gentle giants 
the company is very respectufull 
towards the animals and they 
know and explain a lot durng the 
trip!! we were very lucky as we 
saw a big white whale jumping 
from the sea and it was an experi-
ence you will rember for the rest 
of your life ! The sea as you may 
imagine is not very calm but the 
capitain is a very good sailor and 
knows his way through the waves 
! They are highly professionla and 
I suggest you to book a trip with 
them in advance if as in our case 
you are a big group of people 
! what else to say... i forgot the 
camera on the ship and they snet 
it for free to Italy!

“Humpback Whales, 
Dolphins”
Reviewed 5 September 2015

We went with the RIB boats and 
spotted two humpback whales 
and a bunch of Dolphins. One of 
the whales was playing around a 
larger conventional boat - check-
ing it out from different sides and 
spending a lot of time around it.

The big glass eye-protector is 
great idea and the guys from Ice 
Lagoon would do well to repli-
cate it. The info from our guides 
was very good as well.

“Great excursion!”
Reviewed 1 September 2015

A fantastic excursion! We saw 
about 10+ whales. The crew was 
really engaged and you could 
tell really enjoyed working there 
and was invested in the group’s 
experience.

“4 humpbacks 
 yesterday 26.8.15”
Reviewed 26 August 2015

We took the 9.45 tour and was 
excellent. Two humpbacks next 
to each other gave a great show. 
Friendly and professional staff 
informed us well. Quite shaky 
though, take a pill against sea 
sickness before boarding. Take a 
small boat or speed boat because 
they react faster when a whale is 
sighted.

150 YEARS OF FAMILY HISTORY IN THE BAY

2015
WELCOME

it for free to Italy!

HÚSAVÍK
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THE GOOD

The draft provides for the increased 
safety of stateless persons and chil-
dren, and easier reunion of families. 
The technical term “asylum-seeker” 
has been eschewed for one that’s not 
derogatory, namely “applicant for in-
ternational protection,” the European 
legal term for an asylum applicant. 
While the exorbitant waiting times 
asylum applicants are subject to have 
recently gotten shorter, the new law 
guarantees a time-limited process by 
offering applicants a residence per-
mit if their case remains on the admin-
istrative level after eighteen months. 
Last but not least, the law decrees the 
establishment of a reception centre 
for refugees, which will, among other 
things, assess their needs and health 
condition upon arrival—a significant 
improvement.

THE BAD

Refugees should not be punished for 
faking their IDs, and this is finally be-
ing put into law—but only in instances 
of “uninterrupted travel” from the “ap-
plicant for international protection’s” 
country of origin. Of course, it stands 
to reason that refugees rarely, if ever, 
arrive to Iceland without stopping in 
another European country first. This 
also allows Iceland to deport many of 
them back there, in accord with the 
Dublin regulation, which will remain a 
cornerstone of Iceland’s asylum pro-
cess.

THE UGLY

When refugees have had their needs 
and health evaluated at the reception 
centre, the police will get unrestricted 
access to any reports filed, in order to 
assess their potential criminality, the 
draft’s 26th article dictates. Further-
more, the article contains no stipula-
tion that the refugees will be informed 
of this. This abhorrent clause is to my 
knowledge the first instance of the 
state declaring open season on the 
private documents and medical re-
cords of a group of people.
 All in all, the draft is a mixed bag. 
Sadly, a great opportunity to reflect 
Iceland’s liberal values in its legisla-
tion has been missed, the law re-
taining a strong current of suspicion 
against foreigners. This is ultimately 
an indicator of a strong conservative 
influence on the law, apparently ema-
nating from somewhere other than 
the public’s will.
 The reworking of the law is done 
under the auspices of a parliamen-
tary committee established for the 
task. Lead by Bright Future MP Ót-
tarr Proppé, the committee further 
consists of MPs from every party at 
Alþingi: Birgitta Jónsdóttir (Pirate 
Party), Líneik Anna Sævarsdóttir 
(Progressive Party), Svandís Svavars-
dóttir (Left Greens), Unnur Brá Kon-
ráðsdóttir (Independence Party), and 
Össur Skarphéðinsson (Social Dems). 

Concurrent with these events, unfor-
tunately, has been the appearance of a 
small, but loud, handful of detractors 
making noise on social media and in 
the comments section of every story 
about the effort. Just look at Grape-
vine’s Facebook, or consider the fact 
that the folks behind “Kæra Eygló” 
were forced to spend hours upon hours 
deleting racist troll comments off their 
own Facebook page. Notable is the 
fact that all of these comments share 
a number of glaring misconceptions 
about Iceland, and feel the need to 
“warn” us not to accept refugees, lest 
the whole country collapse.
 Fortunately, these individuals are 
easily overwhelmed by the sheer num-
bers of people who support Iceland’s 
initiative. But, the opinions these anti-
refugee people express do reflect an 

attitude you can see across Europe 
about refugees, and they need to be ad-
dressed.
 The anti-refugee contingent’s most 
common misconception about Iceland 
is that we are a homogeneous society. 
This is reflected in the warnings not 
to accept refugees and to put serious 
controls on immigration, especially if 
anyone hoping to move here happens 
to be Muslim. The consequences of 
ignoring these warnings, they tell us, 
is more violent crime, Sharia law, and 
eventual total societal collapse.
 Well, bad news, guys: Iceland isn’t a 
homogeneous country. Close to 10% of 
the Icelandic nation are foreign-born. 
We have hundreds of Muslims living 
here, and have had for decades. We’ve 
also been accepting asylum seekers 
and refugees from all over the world 

since the 1950s. In other words, if you 
were hoping to shout your warnings at 
some Aryan paradise in the hopes of 
preventing it from being sullied by fel-
low human beings you deem unworthy 
of compassion, then you’re not talking 
about Iceland but some white power 
fantasyland that only exists in your fe-
vered, paranoid imagination.
 The fact is, Icelanders from large 
towns to tiny villages all have experi-
ence with refugees. When they’re relo-
cated to Iceland, you know what hap-
pens? They send their kids to school, 
they go to work, they learn the lan-
guage, they pay their taxes, they make 
friends, form new families, have more 
kids—they become a part of our soci-
ety. Your dystopia is a lie.
 This is why your cries of outrage 
fall on deaf ears. Iceland does not need 
your patrician fearmongering howls 
about how many refugees we choose 
to accept, if any. We don’t need your 
monocultural scare tactics, your pleas 
to not let any refugees in and bar Mus-
lims from entry. Because we already 
have refugees. We already have Mus-
lims. And we like them.
 Those of us living in Europe and 
North America cannot simply rain 
death and destruction on countries 
such as Iraq, Syria and Afghanistan, 
and then tell the people living there 
who survived—people just like you 
and me, in other circumstances—that 
they are unwelcome to have a better 
life in the land that destroyed theirs. 
Opening the borders to them is liter-
ally the least we can do, because bor-
ders themselves are an act of violence. 
They divide, they deprive, they let oth-

ers drown and rot in detention centres 
while those inside profit from the de-
struction wrought elsewhere in the 
world.
 Europeans are beginning to wake 
up to this, but there are always fascists, 
racists and theocrats who are pushing 
back against progress. It’s going to be 
a long and bitter struggle to put an end 
to global apartheid. Here in Iceland, 
we’re doing the best we can do. We 
have our own struggles, but they aren’t 
against our refugees. Our struggles 
are against deeply entrenched, institu-
tionalised racism; corporate elites who 
hold the bottom line supreme above 
compassion; and culture warriors who 
offer hate in patriotic trimmings.
 On the other hand, as we’ve shown, 
the vast majority of the country wants 
more refugees. They have organised 
to pressure those in charge to make 
this happen, and it’s having an effect. 
We do this not because we are starry-
eyed, utopian Pollyannas who need 
your condescending bullshit warnings 
about what will happen to Iceland if 
we accept more refugees. We do this 
because we’ve done it before, we be-
came better people because of it, and 
we are going to do it again. 

Deal with it.

Iceland’s been making international headlines lately, 
thanks to a local grassroots movement—“Kæra Eygló 
Harðar—Sýrland Kallar” (“Dear [Welfare Minister] Ey-
gló Harðar—Syria is calling”)—meant to pressure the 
government into admitting a greater number of refugees 
than its originally proposed 50 (read more about it in 
our feature, page 16). The story, much like the campaign, 
spread like wildfire all over the world. Beyond raising 
global awareness, the movement has already had mea-
surable effects on our elected officials, with overwhelm-
ing public support. The jury’s still out on how many refu-
gees Iceland will invariably accept, but the impact that 
this solidarity effort has already had is pretty impres-
sive, and will hopefully lead to some positive changes.

Words by Paul Fontaine

Anti-Refugee 
Folks: No Thanks, 
We Don’t Need 
Your “Warnings”
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TVEIR HRAFNAR listhús, Art Gallery 
Baldursgata 12 101 Reykjavík (at the corner of Baldursgata and Nönnugata, facing Þrír Frakkar Restaurant)
Phone: +354 552 8822 +354 863 6860 +354 863 6885 art@tveirhrafnar.is www.tveirhrafnar.is 
Opening hours: Thu-Fri 12pm - 5pm, Sat 1pm - 4pm and by appointment +354 863 6860

TVEIR HRAFNAR 
listhús, Art Gallery 
offers a range of artwork by 
contemporary Icelandic artists 
represented by the gallery, se-
lected works by acclaimed artists 
and past Icelandic masters.

Represented artists: 
GUÐBJÖRG LIND JÓNSDÓTTIR
HALLGRÍMUR HELGASON
HÚBERT NÓI JÓHANNESSON
JÓN ÓSKAR
ÓLI G. JÓHANNSSON
STEINUNN THÓRARINSDÓTTIR

Also works by:
GEORG ÓSKAR
HADDA FJÓLA REYKDAL
HULDA HÁKON
NÍNA TRYGGVADÓTTIR
KRISTJÁN DAVÍÐSSON
– among others

HALLGRÍMUR  
HELGASON

Acrylic on Darkness l 
Outside your house, in the middle of the night,  

while you´re sleeping 

September 11 - October 10 2015 

It marked the third attempted self-im-
molation by a refugee in Iceland since 
2005. Just like Mehdi in 2011, he pulled 
out the fuel at the Red Cross headquar-
ters, making it Iceland’s most popular 
site for ethno-political suicide attempts. 
A hot spot, almost.
 I pondered the irony of it taking place 
as a thousand new volunteers were be-
ing registered at the headquarters, up 
and ready to aid new refugees. Timing. A 
flood of empathy towards the drowning 
refugees drowned his actions.
 I had gone with two fellow anti-racist 
activists to tell him of a planned pro-
refugee demonstration, hoping that we 
could convince him to drink water. We 
never support self-harm, but always the 
right to stay.
 His doctor isolated him after he gave 
an interview explaining his actions at the 
Red Cross. I sympathise with the deci-
sion, clinically speaking, but feel that it 
overlooks the nature of his intended self-
harm; it did not happen without reason. 
It was politically charged, and intended 
to be heard. Confinement to isolation is 
therefore akin to censorship, diminish-
ing the patient’s ability to defend and 
promote his cause.
 The man had spent years on the 
run, half of one in Iceland. An answer 
to his application for asylum was a few 
months overdue. (During his stay at the 
hospital, the immigration office’s staff 
packed his belongings and moved them 

between houses without his knowledge 
or consent—losing a photo of his recently 
deceased father in the process). Many 
others like him have resorted to hunger 
strikes to oppose unlawful arrests, house 
raids, slander and deportations.

NO THANKS
These are just a few examples of our 
immigration authorities’ psychopathic 
approach to refugees. Of their absolute 
disregard for their privacy, dignity and 
well-being—not to mention the law. It 
has become familiar to the point that a 
numbness can set in. I, for one, had dif-
ficulties relating to an attempted self-
incineration beyond taking in the infor-
mation. That is, until I came face to face 
with him in the hospital. 
 I hear the human mind operates that 
way. Apparently we base our views and 
decisions on impression and feeling, then 
spend hours finding reasons, believing 
ourselves to be guided by them. Playing 
on emotions is thus a very desirable way 
of doing propaganda. One that, strange 
as it may seem, No Borders – Iceland 
typically avoids.
 From one human catastrophe to the 
other, our organization tends to focus on 
the context in which they occur rather 
than their personal aspects. We wish to 
support individuals, while fixating on 
the revolutionary demand for a border-
less Earth. Very few get it. Explaining it 

over and over again, nicely and simply, 
for many, many years, doesn't appear to 
help.
 We typically receive criticism for 
shunning institutions like the police dur-
ing our protests against decisions made 
at the Ministry of the Interior. For talk-
ing about warfare and capitalism in the 
same breath as refugees.  For attacking 
attempts by allegedly nice people to re-
form the establishment from within. For 
using angry language.
 When they accept a new group of 
quota refugees, we grumble about closed 
borders. We haven't said a single “thank 
you.” Ever.
 We've been driven mad and bored 
to death by the discussion of our heart-
felt cause. Five years after starting the 
first local No Borders collective, we are 
overwhelmed by a global shockwave of 
empathy for the people we fight for—and 
at the same time, an absolute absence of 
political context.

INCINERATE
Like the only gay in the village, we re-
main isolated and lonely in our demand 
for open borders and attacks on the es-
tablishment. Rather than demanding 
freedom of movement (and thus safe 
passage) for the Syrian toddler who 
drowned by Greece, the public asks why 
he wasn't accepted as a quota refugee. 
The question bypasses African, East-
Asian and European toddlers dying at—
and because of—some other borders.
 This version of humanitarian 
thought borders on derangement, and 
accepts an extremely sinister ideology 
of Western supremacy. The notion that 
Europe can “unite in sharing the load,” 

while at the same maintaining institu-
tions whose primary objective is to push 
back immigration is contradictory and 
ridiculous. Controlled immigration inev-
itably means that lives will be lost at the 
borders, regardless of how many happy 
faces end up on the eight o'clock news. 
Our privileged continent must wrap up 
its colonialism, its borders and racist in-
stitutions, before it can scratch the sur-
face of the disaster it has made of history. 
 Borders ensure neither peace nor 
security. Rather, they tamper free move-
ment, business, survival and happiness. 
They are man-made, and their mainte-
nance requires the relentless effort of 
heavily funded institutions. 

   The pushbacks and deportations of 
refugees are intentional and carefully 
meditated acts of oppression. An all-out 
resistance to the entire establishment of 
border control is needed for the preser-
vation of refugees lives. On these points 
there can be no negotiation. No room for 
oportunism.
 This is our ideology in a nutshell. 
Simple and solid. Carved in reality and 
painted in blood across the globe. But the 
question remains: what marvels of litera-
ture must we produce to make it stick? 
And whom must we incinerate to get the 
message across?

“They're my friends! Let me speak to them!” he shouted 
as the door closed shut. Four days into his hunger strike, 
he had been admitted to an emergency psychiatric ward 
after attempting to burn himself alive.
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BORDERLINE
Empathy and 
insanity in the 
asylum process

“Our privileged continent 
must wrap up its 
colonialism; its borders 
and racist institutions, 
before it can scratch the 
surface of the disaster it 
has made of history.”

Words by Haukur Hilmarsson

Haukur Hilmarsson is an activist. He writes here on behalf 
of grassroots organization No Borders – Iceland, which you 
may find on Facebook. 

Shock Must 
Be Met 
With Action
By Sigríður Víðis Jónsdóttir

“Heart-breaking images of children’s 
bodies washing up on the shores of Eu-
rope… lying suffocated in the backs of 
trucks crossing borders… being passed 
over barbed wire fences by desperate 
parents. As the migrant and refugee 
crisis in Europe deepens, these will not 
be the last shocking images to ricochet 
around the world on social media, on 
our televisions screens and on the front 
pages of our newspapers. But it is not 
enough for the world to be shocked by 
these images. Shock must be matched 
by action.”
  These are the words of UNICEF’s 
Executive Director, Anthony Lake, last 
week. I couldn’t agree more. 
  “For the plight of these children is nei-
ther by their choice nor within their con-
trol. They need protection. They have a 
right to protection,” he added.
 Here is a deeply shocking fact about 
the war in Syria: More than half of those 
fleeing from it are children. I repeat: More 
than half. 
 These children and their families 
need help, and they need it now. The vast 
majority of those fleeing the conflict are 
still within Syria’s borders. About one 
third are in the neighbouring countries. 
Only a fraction has made it to Europe.
  While on the move—whether be-
cause of the war in Syria, other conflicts 
or poverty—children face specific vul-
nerabilities, especially when deprived of 
a supportive family environment. They 
are entitled to special protection and 
assistance. We must make every effort 
to prevent the abuse and exploitation 
of these children. We must help families 
stay together.
  We must do much more. And we cer-
tainly can. 
 As the debates on policies proceed, 
we must never lose sight of the deeply 
human nature of this crisis and others 
like it.
--
Sigríður is Communication and 
Advocacy Director at UNICEF Ice-
land. She wrote the book ‘Ríkisfang: 
Ekkert’ (“Citizenship: None”), about 
Palestinian refugees who were 
granted asylum in Akranes, Iceland.
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Biljana Boloban
Nationality: Serbian 
Age: 21 
Year of arrival: 2001 

Biljana arrived in Iceland with her moth-
er, father, and younger sister, who was 
five at the time. The family were refu-
gees even in her earliest memories, she 
says. Thus, coming to Iceland—where 
they didn’t have to fear for their safety—
felt wonderful. She describes in particu-
lar the persistent memory of her first 
Icelandic shower—how amazed she was 
at the abundance of hot water, and that it 
didn’t come from a bucket. 
 Biljana was immediately enrolled 
into the third grade, which marked the 
very beginning of her formal school-
ing. After briefly struggling with the 
language, she came to her own in upper 
secondary school, when she moved from 
Keflavík to the capital area.
 She tells us of untold hours acting 
as the family’s interpreter, mediating at 
doctor’s appointments and translating 
every letter that the fledgling household 
received. She and her family have since 
made several trips back to Serbia, but 
happily call Iceland their home. Living in 
Kópavogur with her boyfriend, Biljana is 
currently studying to be a social worker 
and moonlighting at a short-term place-
ment house for special needs children.

On adjusting to life in Iceland
“As a child, whenever I heard sounds that 
reminded me of explosions I’d run into 
hiding. Even the sound of a car engine 
starting would set me off. Needless to 
say, New Year's Eve was a horrible time 
for me, with all the fireworks going off.”

On her self-esteem
“I had a very broken self-image, and a 
difficult childhood. The other kids had 
lived very ordinary lives, and nobody 
understood who I was or what I was go-
ing through, so I felt like I was worth less 
than everyone else. However, my confi-
dence grew the more I understood the 
language and what was going on around 
me.”

On being separated from her family
“I remember that when I left Serbia, I 
was smaller than my grandmother. And 
when I came back, I had grown quite a 
bit taller than her, which came as a shock 
to me, because I’d always envisioned her 

larger. My grandfather later died while 
we were in Iceland, and we couldn’t af-
ford to attend the funeral, which I found 
very difficult. There are so few left of 
our family, and not having a chance to 
say goodbye felt rough. Life in another 
country meant that I always missed 
someone.”

Halldór Nguye
Nationality: Vietnamese 
Age: 61 
Year of arrival: 1979

Halldór Nguye was 25 when he became 
one of the first resettlement refugees to 
arrive in Iceland independently, catch-
ing a flight to the country after spending 
four months in a refugee camp. His first 
impressions of the country came during 
the drive to Reykjavík, which to him ap-
peared like the moon’s surface. He ini-
tially shared a living space with two oth-
er Vietnamese refugees in a three-storey 
house on Reykjavík’s west side. He says 
that he wasn’t provided with contacts or 
resources where he could seek help or 
information, but did receive a six-month 
crash course in Icelandic and a job gut-
ting fish.
 After studying to become a mechanic, 
he worked as one for the city for fifteen 
years before switching fields to work as 
a translator for the Vietnamese commu-
nity, even creating a digital Icelandic-
Vietnamese dictionary. 
 Halldór has visited Vietnam on nu-
merous occasions since relocating to Ice-
land, and maintains a relationship with 
his family there through the internet. 
However, he says Iceland is where he be-
longs.

On racism
“It existed everywhere in the world, but 
I didn’t take it personally. Most people 
were kind and good to me, and I haven’t 
ever regretted coming here.”

On the Vietnamese community
“When I moved here, there were forty of 
us living here, and we formed a commu-
nity of sorts, although some eventually 
moved to Canada. Now, roughly half of 
us are left, and we don’t have that much 
contact with each other. We do run into 
one another every now and again, of 
course.”

On his life now

“I wed an Icelandic woman and had 
three children with her before we even-
tually divorced. I then married a Viet-
namese woman, with whom I have one 
daughter. We now have four grandchil-
dren. I feel very wealthy.”

Final words
“I just want to thank Iceland for allowing 
me to come to the country.”

Irek A. Klonowski
Nationality: Polish 
Age: 70 
Year of arrival: 1982

Irek was headed for a skiing holiday 
in Switzerland with his wife Ewa and 
their daughter, when martial law was 
declared in Poland following a surge of 
massive protests. Rather than returning 
to the potentially hazardous situation 
at home, they sought refuge in Austria. 
Well educated, Irek and his family were 
deemed highly eligible for refuge—he 
says an informal enquiry into what Ice-
land had to offer quickly turned into an 
unconditional offer of admittance. Two 
days later, they were on a plane to Ice-
land.
 The family was initially put up in a 
hotel, as they secured an apartment to 

let in Reykjavík. Until his retirement, 
Irek worked as a food processing scien-
tist, while his wife was employed at the 
national hospital, before moving on to 
work on individual and mass grave exhu-
mation in Bosnia and Herzegovina (for 
which she was nominated for a Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2005, as part of the 1,000 
Women joint application).
 Irek and his family have since visited 
Poland many times, and he’s stayed in 
touch with his brother, who found ref-
uge in Australia. He says that of 26 Pol-
ish refugees that immigrated to Iceland 

in the early ‘80s, his family are the only 
ones to have remained in the country. 
When they arrived, Irek says, they en-
joyed widespread sympathy from locals 
who were up to speed on what Poland 
was going through—in the 21st century, 
however, the Polish have a different rep-
utation.
 He thinks there’s nothing really ex-
citing about his story, maintaining that 
he and his wife are just ordinary retir-
ees, who enjoy life and meeting their two 
grandchildren.

On his first impression of Iceland
“It was completely different from what I 
expected. We came from Austria, where 
it had been 30°C and sunny—and when 
we got here, it was 7°C. Everything was 
green and in bloom in Austria, but not 
even the Icelandic moss was green when 
we came.”

On the Red Cross
“We only had the clothes on our back 
when we arrived, so we had to start over 
completely. We received some things 
and furniture from the Red Cross. They 
planned and executed everything re-
ally well, and they assisted us for sev-
eral months, arranging for our Icelandic 
courses and such. We were well taken 
care of.”

On refugees
“I would ask Icelanders to be kind to 
refugees. It’s incredibly difficult to come 
to Europe, so please welcome them—so-
ciety will in the end benefit from it.”

Jovana Pavlović
Nationality: Serbian 
Age: 22 
Year of arrival: 1999

Jovana was six years of age when she 
came to Iceland with her family, set-
tling in Ísafjörður. She says she had a 
hard time assimilating—although her 
family was indeed fleeing the Yugoslav 
wars, they didn’t arrive in Iceland as 
formal refugees, and were therefore not 
afforded the same services and support 
networks others enjoyed.
 She was bullied by her schoolmates in 
Ísafjörður, making her feel like a second-
class citizen for having a darker com-
plexion and coming from a different cul-
ture. However, she later connected with 

the refugees that came to Iceland, finally 
feeling a sense of belonging.
 Jovana and her family eventually 
moved to Borgarnes, but she now resides 
in Hafnarfjörður, and studies political 
science at the University of Iceland. She 
says that while the prejudices she experi-
enced as a child have become less promi-
nent alongside Iceland becoming a more 
multicultural society, she still feels that 
prejudice is a very real problem in Ice-
land.

On moving to Iceland
“There was this feeling of insecurity 
when we were fleeing, this ever-present 
fear that you never forget. It doesn’t take 
a lot for me to tear up when I think about 
it, even though it was many years ago. 
We came to Iceland seeking security, 
and that’s it. At first I couldn’t under-
stand why we came here, and it wasn’t 
until I was fifteen years old that I actu-
ally understood that we had escaped a 
war zone.”

On assimilation
“When people talk about accepting 
groups of foreigners into their society, 
it’s not just about the foreigners accept-
ing the society, but the society accepting 
them back. When we got here people 
didn’t accept us—rather, they pushed us 
away. I think that’s a problem in Scandi-
navia—people aren’t welcoming to out-
siders.” 

On refugees
“I feel the discussion about refugees 
often goes along the lines of talking 
about them as being riddled with prob-
lems, but that’s an incomplete picture. 
There’s never any talk about what their 
lives were like before that—they’re just 
reduced to being refugees. I remember 
when we came to Iceland; our neigh-
bours showed my mother a fridge, like 
she had never seen one before. Refugees 
are just regular people in extraordinary 
situations, people who need help.”

 

Words by Alexander de Ridder & Gabríel Benjamin
Photo : Archival
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“We came to Iceland 
seeking security, and 
that’s it. At first I couldn’t 
understand why we came 
here, and it wasn’t until I 
was fifteen years old that I 
actually understood that we 
had escaped a war zone.”

President Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson welcomes a group of refugees from former Yugoslavia to Ísafjörður, 1996
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Bryndís Björgvinsdóttir is clearly ex-
hausted.
 Bryndís Björgvinsdóttir does not 
want to be on our cover, but she also 
does not want to say no to our offer of 
featuring her on our cover. Bryndís 
Björgvinsdóttir feels an obligation to 
be on our cover, because her appear-
ing on our cover might help further the 
cause she is currently fighting for, that 
she currently dedicates every ounce of 

her considerable energy to, the cause 
she cares about so much that she has 
foregone eating and sleeping and any 
semblance of a normal life or regular 
schedule for the however many days it’s 
been since it all started (we try to figure 
it out and we can’t, because they have 
become a faded blur).
 We try to count, though: A month 
ago, three weeks ago, a couple of weeks 
ago, ten days ago—at least ten days 

ago—she was not exhausted. She ran 
no risk of being unjustly propped up 
as a refugee queen or saviour figure on 
any magazine cover. Her waking hours 
were not spent juggling representatives 
from every major media outlet in the 
known universe, and many minor me-
dia outlets.
 It was an OK time. Dead bodies 
calmly drifted through the Mediter-
ranean. Autumn was coming. She was 
gearing up for the coming semester at 
the Iceland Academy of the Arts, where 
she is an adjunct. Entire families were 
regularly decimated, braving an im-
possible situation in order to escape an 
even worse one, and failing, as one does. 
She wondered whether she should take 
in a movie. A young girl was never seen 
again. Sunday came around, as it does.
 News happen, and they are report-
ed. Iceland’s Minister of Welfare, a 
pleasant woman in her mid-forties (her 
name is Eygló Harðardóttir), attempts 

to respond to criticism her government 
has received, since Icelanders learned 
that their nation’s intended contribu-
tion to alleviating the ongoing Syrian 
refugee crisis was to entail this: grant-
ing shelter to a mere fifty refugees, over 
the course of two long years. A drop 
in an ocean that’s already difficult to 
navigate because of all the dead bodies 
floating around in there. Many Iceland-
ers, still shaken by the disturbing visu-
als the crisis has wrought, have tried 
to make it known that such meagre 
tokenism is beneath even them, who 
have historically been hesitant to ac-
cept outsiders to their ranks, not the 
least refugees. We are well aware that 
we have long lagged far behind every 
neighbouring country of ours in fulfill-
ing our moral and stated obligation to 
that specific kind of crisis relief that 
would maybe bring strangers into our 
front yard. We ought to be used to it by 
now, but we are still ashamed and em-

barrassed to learn of this plan.
 Eygló takes the stage and says some-
thing like (this is the gist): “I urge Ice-
landers to speak up if they are unhappy 
with this plan, and inform us of what 
they would rather see happen.”
 Bryndís, not exhausted, not on any 
magazine cover, is interested in the af-
fairs of refugees. She has been known 
to make an effort to make a difference. 
She has tried to aid refugees in need, 
volunteering with organizations, mak-
ing donations and using her free time 
to visit and converse with refugees-
in-limbo who have maybe been placed 
on suicide-watch, because of frustra-
tion from the exordinant waiting pe-
riods that forever remain a feature of 
Iceland’s maybe intentionally hobbled 
system for dealing with asylum appli-
cations. 
 She is interested, and she is a little 
frustrated, because: doesn’t it seems 
like a human’s obligation to act or react 

Fucking Around Can Make A Lot Of 
Difference, And It’s Important To Always 
Keep Trying And Not Give Up And Avoid 
Getting Cynical Or Losing Hope, Because 
Eventually An Unexpected Crack Might 
Open Up And You Might Then Slip Through 
That Crack And Maybe You Can Grab The 
Opportunity And Create Room For Change 
And Bring About An Improvement And 
Shape The World For The Better:
A preview, an introduction

A girl started a fire. 
It was an accident.
Words by Haukur S. Magnússon
Photos by Axel Sigurðarson

Bryndís Björgvinsdóttir is very concerned that we don't 
position her on our cover as some sort refugee queen or 
saviour figure. She doesn’t actually want to be on our cov-
er, or any magazine cover for that matter. This much is 
clear. Unless, maybe, if she were promoting a novel. But 
she’s not, not at the moment (she will be, later: Bryndís 
Björgvinsdóttir is an acclaimed author, her third novel 
will be released this November).
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somehow when faced with something 
like this? Isn’t there some primal in-
stinct that commands a human to offer 
a helping hand, when many other hu-
mans are dying senseless, easily avoid-
able deaths in some ocean or on some 
prairie because of nothing important, 
really.
 Unaware of the minister’s com-
ments, Bryndís thought: “I am unhappy 
with this plan, and I should do some-
thing, anything, to express this notion, 
and I should maybe offer a solution. She 
fucked around on Facebook, as we are 
grown accustomed to. Bryndís grew 
restless or frustrated in her thoughts. 
She had seen those photographs—they 
were all over Facebook.
 Like many times in the past, Bryn-
dís had an idea. Just a thought, really, 
or an inkling. She considered that idea, 
and then she casually thought: yes, why 
not? Why not.
 So she moved forward and spent a 

little time and she executed a little idea 
that would amuse her friends and per-
haps inspire others to maybe come up 
with other ideas, and perhaps help her 
vent some of the frustration.
 Then, something happened.
 Another thing happened.
 Things kept happening.
 And here we are.

Reader: there’s much much more 
for you. The room ran out, the ar-
ticles are too many.
 Go on the internet, it has the rest 
and more: an actual conversation, 
with quotes and insights and ideas 
and information.
 Find everything else and that con-
versation on our website, its name 
is: www.grapevine.is

Meet 
The Ninja
Words by John Rogers

As Bryndís’s Facebook event snow-
balled, the “Kæra Eygló” initiative re-
ceived a wave of attention from various 
groups. Along with heightened positive 
interest from concerned and energised 
Icelanders—and the worldwide me-
dia—the page also caught the attention 
of various online anti-immigration/refu-
gee/Muslim groups, who launched a re-
lentless attack on the page, spamming 
it page with inflammatory comments, 
memes and videos. Meanwhile, Bryndís 
was inundated with interview requests 
and queries from all over the world, far 
surpassing her capacity to respond in a 
measured and timely fashion. 
 She determined that she would nev-
er be able to do this all by herself, opting 
to post a simple call for help in dealing 
with the growing shitstorm. Almost im-
mediately, her request was enthusias-
tically met by a plethora of volunteers 
from all walks of life; old friends and 
complete strangers alike, all eager to 
offer a helping hand, all enthusiastic 
to make a difference. The haphazard 
team assembled and got right to work, 
managing media requests, translating 
documents and moderating the debate, 
keeping the trolls at bay by way of coun-
ter-argument or deletion. 
  We spoke with five of them, so as to 
learn what their duties entail and what 
they have learned so far, and gain some 
insight their motivation and drive. 

Jóhann Hjalti 
Þorsteinsson (39) 
Administrative aid and 
driver for the EU delegation

“I joined the event when we had less 
than 500 people in the group. As it grew, 
I started to notice discussion threads 
that were full of misconceptions, and 
also at some points, plain racist.” 
 “We volunteers eventually found 
threads on international racist groups, 
where they were organising to attack  
the event. We started by answering 
them with counter-arguments, unless 
they were simply too racist to be reck-
oned with. We just wanted to allow peo-
ple to come and make their pledges of 
support.”
 “I wish in hindsight that I had screen-
captured some of the negative com-
ments I deleted—some of it’s tanta-
mount to the footage of the Hungarian 
camerawoman that’s been online this 
week, where she tripped and kicked 
refugees. Some people simply don’t see 
refugees as human beings.”

Andri Einarsson
(33) Bouncer and model

“The event grew from 500 to 10,000 peo-
ple overnight. We were monitoring it all day, 
on and off. We had a group chat going in 
real time, where we’d discuss what we were 
deleting—much of which was anti-Muslim 
propaganda from abroad. We didn’t want 
to censor the debate too much—ideally, 
we didn’t want to censor it at all, but it be-
came necessary to do so.”
 “I think it was the generosity implied in 
the efforts that proved inspiring to people. 
As for the negative side... some people 
just have very strong feelings about immi-
gration in general. It turned out that many 
commenters also had very strong feelings 
about Iceland—like they have a strange 
picture of it in their heads, and they don’t 
want it ‘ruined’.”
 “I think a lot of these people need to find 
something better to do with their time than 
spreading racist propaganda—and think-
ing they know better than us how Iceland 
should be.”

Dagbjört Hákonardóttir 
(31) Lawyer for the Reykjavík 
Citizen’s Ombudsman

“The first point of the event was to address 
our Minister of Welfare. We wanted to have 
a voice on our immigration and refugee 
policies. But it turns out, we were maybe 
targeting the wrong person—so the next 
thing to do is put pressure on our Prime 
Minister.” 
 “I don’t know if the message has been 
heard by the government. We have heard 
nothing from the committee on refugees. 
We are desperate for information. We 
want numbers—the minimum numbers of 
refugees that Iceland will take. Our Foreign 
Minister has only said he’s not engaged in a 
‘pissing contest' about numbers.” 
 “This is not primarily a refugee prob-
lem—it is a humanitarian problem. I see 
no problems with accepting hundreds of 
mostly well-educated Syrians who want to 
live a peaceful life and join the workforce 
here. These people want to contribute. It 
doesn’t feel like something we should have 
to explain, but apparently we do.”

Salka Guðmundsdóttir 
(34) Playwright & translator

“Like many others, I was already emotional 
about the state of events, wondering what 
I could do to help when this came along. It 
was something that just needed to hap-
pen—people were out there, just waiting 
for someone to take the initiative.”
 “It was very important to get it out 
there into the media. Bryndís pointed 
out that every single article we could get 
might spark an initiative somewhere else 
and spur someone into action. It has now 
been reported all over the world—France, 
Italy, Peru, Australia, New Zealand… we had 
people from Australia and the US patrolling 
the event while we slept! But I wasn’t sur-
prised—people were longing to help and 
looking for an outlet. These things happen 
quickly, and it’s important to seize the mo-
ment.”

Óskar Hallgrímsson
(33) Photographer and  
graphic designer

“I think they government has at least heard 
our message. They wouldn’t have made 
the parliamentary committee as quickly 
and as rigorously otherwise, and we did get 
a response from the minister that we were 
addressing. But we have no results to show 
yet. I am hopeful that we’re going to, at the 
very least, now take more than the planned 
50 people—maybe in the hundreds, or 
even thousands.”
 “It was one thing to monitor the page 
against racists—to be a ninja and take 
them out one by one—but then we also 
had people who were on the ground in 
Syria, Greece and Turkey who contacted 
us. Rather than watching this crisis unfold 
through the media, we suddenly had direct 
contact. One guy posted a picture of him-
self and his kids on the page, and said ‘We 
have no money, and no plan, can you help 
us?’ He was just scared and just needed 
help. It put a whole new perspective on this, 
to talk to another human—just some guy 
who was actually there in this terrible situ-
ation.”
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yrarbak

Having endured persecution, fear, flight 
and agonizing uncertainty, the six fami-
lies were finally home. 

Flight
By the early 90s, nationalism had re-
placed communism as the dominant 
force in the Balkans. As the Yugoslav 
Federation commenced its slow, pain-
ful process of disintegration, centuries 
of animosity between Serbs and Croats 
reached a boiling point. Growing tension 
between the two Slavic ethnic groups re-
sulted in acts of violence and persecution, 
with the region’s few mixed-marriage 
families being especially targeted. 
 Like so many others, the six fami-
lies that eventually found themselves in 
Ísafjarðarbær were forced to flee their 
homes and abandon the lives they had 
built. With few options on the table, most 

of those who fled or were forcefully eject-
ed from their homes found themselves in 
mass refugee camps, enduring a gruel-
ling, uncertain waiting period with no 
solution in sight.   
 In response to the refugees’ plight, 
various aid organizations, NGOs and 
government bodies began actively work-
ing to relocate as many of the refugees as 
possible, providing shelter, counselling 
and the means to integrate into a new so-
ciety. 

Home
The six families that would become Ice-
landers were airlifted from such refugee 
camps directly to their new hometown 
of Ísafjörður. With no idea of what lay 
ahead, it’s easy to imagine that the refu-
gees felt anxious and disoriented as they 
found themselves in a strange town on 

the outskirts of a strange country, with 
no knowledge of the locals’ language 
and mindset. Thankfully, those feelings 
were not to last, due to an ambitious pro-
gramme that was especially formulated 
to help them find comfort and confidence 
in their new home. 
 The programme devised to help the 
refugees integrate and adjust was the 
first of its kind in Iceland. Crafted with 
care and ambition, the programme en-
tails state and municipal governments, 
the Red Cross and the local commu-
nity all collaborating closely to ensure 
a smooth transition process and ample 
resources. It ultimately proved so suc-
cessful that it is now the standard model 
for refugee integration in Iceland, and is 
currently being introduced and studied 
in various nations around the world. 
 The programme’s main premise was 
the introduction of so-called “support 
families”—local families that were care-
fully chosen out of a group of volunteers 
and matched up with a each of the six 
refugee families (all of which were rela-
tively young, with children ranging from 
one to twelve years in age). After receiv-
ing training and instruction from the Red 
Cross, they welcomed the refugee fami-
lies to their new homes, instructed to in-
clude them in their lives as if they were 
biologically related. 
 Bryndís Friðgeirsdóttir is a project 
manager at the Red Cross’ Westfjords di-
vision. As an active member of the organ-
isation when the refugees arrived, she 
remembers the process well. "It was so 
easy to get volunteers here," she recalls, 
smiling. Aside from the support families, 
other locals were eager to show their 
support and help in any way they could, 
Bryndís says, with older townspeople 
volunteering to serve as substitute grand-
parents, for instance. 
 As soon as the refugees’ arrival was 
confirmed, the Red Cross put out a call 
for donations, Bryndís says. Locals were 
quick to respond, with people in Ísaf-
jarðarbær and the surrounding towns, 
such as Bolungarvík and Súðavík, pool-
ing their resources and donating funds, 
clothing, furniture, and whatever else 
might be of use. The support families 
then sorted through these donations, 
and furnished the apartments that the 
municipality had provided for the soon to 
arrive refugee families, in an apartment 
building in the centre of Ísafjörður. 

Eager, Willing 

As part of Ísafjörður’s municipal govern-
ment in the mid 90s, local doctor Þor-
steinn Jóhannesson was among those 
who made the initial decision to invite 
refugees to Ísafjörður, and the planning, 
organisation and allotment of munici-
pal funds that followed. He remembers 
the time fondly. "All of us were eager 
and willing to make this all go as well 
as possible,” he explains, “not just Ísaf-
jarðarbær’s mayor and municipal gov-

ernment—every part of the community: 
The townspeople, the schools and local 
health care administrators all eagerly 
prepared for the refugees’ arrival, mak-
ing sure they knew what to do." 
 When asked whether they faced any 
opposition to the endeavour, Þorsteinn 
responds there are always bound to be a 
few detractors. “Of course. But, we barely 
noticed. It was such a small contingent, a 
mostly silent minority.”

Integration

For the refugees’ first year in Ísafjörður, 
the adults were barred from working, 
says Bryndís, so they might spend their 
time and energy on acclimatizing to their 
new environment. Their expenses were 
paid for by the municipality, as they at-
tended Icelandic language classes in the 
morning and seminars on Icelandic cul-
ture in the afternoon. The refugees' other 
needs were also considered and tended 
to, Bryndís says, the programme for in-
stance offering consistent psychological 
support. 
 Meanwhile, the children were en-
rolled in the local school, fairly effort-
lessly picking up the local language and 
culture.  They were also made to take 
regular lessons in their mother tongue, 
with an experienced school teacher, 
Dragana Zastavnikovic, included in the 
group specifically so she could oversee 
that part of their education. Bryndís says 
that maintaining children’s connection 
to their native tongue and culture is a 
very important consideration—and that 
failing to do so can have grave conse-
quenses, as has been consistently demon-
strated in recent decades. 

“I don’t know what would 
have happened to us”

Denis Grbic was eleven years old when 
he arrived in Ísafjörður with his parents. 
"It was different than we expected when 
we arrived,” Denis reminisces. “It's ob-
viously a small town, and we had never 
been in a place like that before. But com-
ing there still felt peaceful and nice after 
everything we had been through. It was 
great, really.”
 After that first year in Ísafjörður, 
the families moved out of the apartment 
building, with some purchasing homes in 
town while others rented apartments in 
Ísafjörður and elsewhere. 
 Once they had acclimatised, the 
refugees eventually started seeking em-
ployment and opportunities outside of 
Ísafjörður. Some families stayed in the 
area for a year or so before moving on 
to places like Reykjavík, Akureyri, and 
Hafnarfjörður—where job opportuni-
ties were more ample and varied—while 
others remained in Ísafjörður for longer 
periods (although all of them have left by 
now, almost twenty years later). 
 “The idea was never that they would 

remain in Ísafjörður forever,” Bryndís 
explains. “The refugees we hosted came 
from big cities, and it seemed evident 
from the outset that they would even-
tually want expand their horizons and 
move on to somewhere bigger eventu-
ally.” 
 Denis and his parents relocated to 
Keflavík four years after their arrival, 
eventually settling in Reykjavík—a fairly 
common trajectory for small-town Ice-
landers. Denis still lives there, working 
as a chef at Hótel Saga to support his own 
family. 
 "If it wasn't for them, I don't know 
what would have happened to us,” Denis 
responds when asked how he feels about 
the programme in retrospect. “It helped 
us get on our feet, to establish ourselves 
and find employment. Ever since, we’ve 
kept working, and living."

Small Town Advantage
"When they first came, they formed a 
close group,” Bryndís says, “but after a 
single year, they had become siply a regu-
lar part of the town. In a community the 
size of Ísafjörður’s, everyone basically 
knows each other, and this of course re-
sults in newcomers being met with curi-
osity and care.”
 "I believe this endeavour proved as 
successful as it did not the least because 
of the scant size of our community,” 
Bryndís continues. “It stands to reason 
that integrating in a small town environ-
ment, where people are close and take 
an active interest in one another, would 
prove easy and comfortable.” 
 Þorsteinn shares the sentiment: "I 
think it went well because we are a very 
small society here in the Westfjords, and 
that enabled us to keep a close eye on the 
proceedings."
 Small-town life also makes getting 
things done a lot easier, with even the 
bureaucracy more accessible and per-
sonal than elsewhere. This is also true 
for an organisation like the Red Cross, 
says Bryndís. “Due to its compact na-
ture, the people at Ísafjörður’s Red Cross 
chapter were able to amend the refugee 
programme as they saw fit, and meet any 
need that arose. For example, if one of the 
famililies had many children, we were 
easily able to provide them with two 
friend families, to make for a more even 
match.” 
 When asked whether she agrees that 
the programme was a success, Bryndís 
smiles and gives a strong affirmative. 
“Very much so. It's important to remem-
ber that we are all human and that we 
should care for one another, because we 
never know when we will need assis-
tance ourselves. We long since stopped 
thinking of them as refugees. They are 
Icelanders, plain and simple. Even those 
who moved out of the country: they are 
Icelanders  living abroad. They are us, 
and we are them.” 

In 1996, the people of Ísafjarðarbær welcomed thirty refu-
gees into their community with open arms. After a period 
of preparation, six families of mixed Serbian and Croatian 
marriages from former Yugoslavia arrived to take shelter 
in the relatively small (pop. 3,500) fishing community in 
the northern Westfjords, through the combined efforts 
of the Icelandic state, the Red Cross, and Ísafjarðarbær’s 
municipal government. 

Words by Rebecca Scott Lord
Photo : Archival

Case 
Study:
Ísafjörður As Safe Haven  
For Persecuted Families



A dinner at the elevated fourth floor of Harpa concert hall 
is a destination in itself. Relax and enjoy the best Icelandic 
produce complemented with a spectacular panoramic 
view of Reykjavík and the surrounding horizon.

For a special evening
with a view like no other

Kolabrautin is on 
4th floor Harpa

Reservations
+354 519 9700

info@kolabrautin.is
www.kolabrautin.is



Book your 
tour now!

Tel. +354 540 1313 | iceland@grayline.is | grayline.is

24 HOUR BOOKING SERVICE

   Book now at www.grayline.is or call +354 540 1313
   Sales office, Hafnarstræti 20, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland
   Bus Terminal, Holtagarðar, Holtavegur 10, 104 Reykjavík, Iceland
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Feel the Power
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Adventure
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Northern Lights Tours
Up to 4 departures daily

The Golden Circle
4 departures daily
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& Waterfalls
Departures daily 

Inside the Glacier
3 departures weekly 
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Over the next twelve hours, along with a 
photographer and a guide, I’ll be embark-
ing on a super jeep trek deep into the 
Icelandic highlands. As well as the bar-
ren beauty of the region, we’ll see some 
of Iceland’s most dramatic, far-flung vol-
canic sites, such as the Askja caldera, its 
neighbouring explosion crater Víti (that 
means “hell”), and Holuhraun—the new 
lava field born during the Bárðarbunga 
eruption that began a year ago, to the day, 
as we set out eastwards.
 After the hourlong drive to our meet-
ing point of Reykjahlíð, we arrive to find 
our guide relaxing patiently in the warm 
sun. His name is Sæmi, and he’s a for-
mer park ranger of the Askja region—a 
job that involves living up in the high-
lands for weeks at a time to monitor the 
area, providing information to travellers, 
maintaining hiking trails and dirt roads, 
and developing new sites of interest. 
This work has left him with an exhaus-
tive knowledge of the area, on subjects 
as varied as the shifting of glacial rivers 
to the chemical composition of the rocks 
they flow through, as well as local folk-
lore, underground volcanic systems, and 
the use of the area as a filming location, 

and by NASA’s astronauts during prepa-
ration for the Apollo moon landings. 
 Sæmi is a friendly and hospitable guy 
who switched from ranger to tour guide 
when he started his young family. He and 
his wife—also a former ranger—now run a 
small company called Geo Travel, in col-
laboration with a handful of local guides, 
all of whom have specialist-level knowl-
edge of the area. "It’s a living," smiles 
Sæmi. "But more importantly, we're doing 
something fun and enjoyable."

Into the wild

The Super Jeep is an imposing and rug-
ged vehicle—a Nissan Patrol 2.8L, modi-
fied to take 38” tyres, with a crawling 
gear for river crossings and other diffi-
cult types of terrain. With padded leather 
seats and air spring suspension front and 
back, it’s also a pretty smooth ride. “The 
Patrol is popular with guides in this area,” 
explains Sæmi. “It’s a good car, but it’s 
also partly because if everyone drives the 
same model, it’s easier for us to get spare 
parts. If everyone drives something dif-
ferent it can be a hassle.”

 We’re soon roaring past pearlescent 
lakes and raw umber mountains at a 
steady 50 km/h. Our first stop is Hross-
aborg, which acts as an informal marker 
of the highlands’ beginning. The name of 
this large tuff crater translates as “horse 
city,” after its historic use by farmers as a 
handy naturally formed pen for rounding 
up grazing horses. It’s also picked up the 
nickname “The Cruise Crater” since fea-
turing as a location in the film ‘Oblivion’. 
 Sæmi sets about letting half of the air 
out of the Patrol’s chunky tyres, making 
them more able to deal with the rough 
road ahead. I wander away from the car, 
turning over a stone in my hands and ab-
sorbing the chilly emptiness of the wind-
swept highlands.

The king and queen

The road takes us across the world’s 
largest lava plain, Ódáðahraun, located 
between the twin mountains of Snæfell, 
a high snowy peak far to the east near 
Egilsstaðir, and Herðubreið, a towering 
bulge visible from many parts of Iceland. 
"When you can see both of these moun-

tains—Snæfell the king, and Herðubreið 
the queen—you know it’s a good day for 
this drive," says Sæmi.
 The varied landscape of Ódáðahraun 
is the result of lava fields from many dif-
ferent eruptions combining, from prehis-
tory to the present day. The translation of 
the name is, approximately, “bad deeds 
lava,” taken from tales of fell spirits oc-
cupying the gnarled black rock forma-
tions, and from its use as a hideaway by 
outlaws. Its terrain changes rapidly, from 
an expanse of sandy, boulder-strewn dirt 
to a vast tract of black flatland, studded 
with countless gleaming black pebbles, 
to an undulating track that winds steeply 
through jagged, sculptural lava forma-
tions. Even crossing the bleak and vio-
lent tableau in a comfortable super jeep 
rather than on foot or horseback, it’s easy 
to feel the sense of foreboding that led to 
the name.

A desert oasis

In the heart of the wasteland lies Herðu-
breiðarlindir, a desert oasis close to the 
foot of Herðubreið, where a freshwater 
spring emerges from beneath a basaltic 
lava sheet. Over the years, this has given 
rise to a patch of verdant heathland. The 
air is alive with birds and insects, and a 
few wooden huts stand watch over a 
small camping ground.
 Over a short rocky path lies a tiny 
man-made hole in the ground, lined with 
chunks of grey rock, going a couple of 
metres deep. Sæmi stops here to tell us 
about the life of the outlaw thief Fjalla-Ey-
vindur, famous for surviving a twenty-year 
banishment from civilisation, which was 
normally considered a death sentence. 
He was caught and arrested, but escaped 
his captors during a church service, flee-
ing on the back of a stolen horse. He built 

this shelter using the horse’s spine and 
skin to make a roof, and passed the win-
ter of 1774-75 eating the horse meat, and 
wild angelica root that grows nearby.
 Whilst many unlikely embellishments 
have been added to the Eyvindur legend 
over the years, the sight of his shelter 
more than justifies his place in folk his-
tory; anyone who could survive here dur-
ing the bleak Icelandic winter deserves 
the recognition. 
 

Explosions, landslides, tsunami

An hour south, past the dramatic canyon 
of Drekagíl (“dragon canyon”), we pull 
over and embark on the two and a half 
kilometre hike to the Askja crater. It’s a 
freeing feeling to be so high up, crossing 
a plain of powdery snow amidst all this 
raw nature, far from any trace of civilisa-
tion. After we trudge over a final muddy 
bank, the explosion crater of Víti comes 
into view. This spectacular formation is 
a deep cone with a saucer-like lake of 
vivid, milky-blue water at the bottom. The 
walls of the crater are an earthy spec-
trum that runs between dark, crumbling 
mud scored with long cracks, deep ochre 
outcrops and bulbous bulges of visceral 
meat-coloured rock, like the exposed in-
nards of the earth.
 The shore of nearby Öskjuvatn—the 
lake that fills the Askja caldera—is littered 
with small, floating lava rocks. Sæmi re-
lates a story of two German scientists 
who were lost here long ago, never to be 
found. Current thinking is that their din-
ghy was swept away by a tsunami caused 
by a landslide. As we talk, we hear a dis-
tant rumble and splash echoing across 
the lake—our heads snap up as one, 
and we sit in a sudden alert silence. “If 
it’s a big landslide... we run,” says Sæmi, 

Deep in Iceland’s volcanic 
highlands, new lava field 
Holuhraun opens for visitors

There are few things more exciting than waking up in Iceland with a full day of travel 
ahead. As I pull open the blinds of a bedroom at Akureyri Backpackers—lodgings so 
comfortable that the term "hostel" seems ungenerous—I’m overjoyed to see the sun 
shining brightly in a cloudless morning sky. The mercurial, regularly unseasonal weath-
er can dictate everything in Iceland, so a perfect late-summer day is a fortuitous start.

Photos
Anna Domnick

Words
John Rogers
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Treading New 

Ground

How to get there: Tours leave from Mývatn lake. Get there via Route 1 north.Holuhraun Lava field



before breaking into a 
smile. “But, you know, 
it’s more dangerous to 
be on a highway than to 
be sitting here.” His reas-
surances aside, it’s not 
the first time during the 
day that I’ve felt a tingle 
of excited trepidation to 
be so deep in this unpre-
dictable wilderness.

New ground

Chugging slowly back down through 
Askja’s lavascape, we round Drekagil 
once more to catch our first glimpse of 
Holuhraun—an astounding horizon of 
inky black rock, still steaming, like a city 
on fire. My heart skips a beat as we enter 
a region of the highlands I’ve previously 
only pored over on maps. 
 Holuhraun was, until recently, off lim-
its; the eruption spewed out toxic gases 
that sat over the area, and blew over dif-
ferent parts of Iceland. Only scientists 
and members of the media were allowed 
to enter, with the company of a profes-
sional guide. Sæmi was one such guide. 
“I took some trips there,” he remembers. 
“We had to bring gas masks, and have a 
sensor to know when the level was get-
ting dangerous.”
 But when the eruption was over, 
rangers were surprised to find that a 
river thought to have been swallowed by 
the eruption had reappeared. Somewhat 
incredibly—”like a gift from the land,” in 
Sæmí’s words—the water was heated 
during its journey through the lava to 
Holuhraun’s eastern edge, emerging at 
around 38-42 degrees, which also hap-
pens to be the bathing temperature of 
Iceland’s geothermal hot pots. A pathway 

was duly marked across 
the brittle lava, avoiding 
any air bubbles and un-
stable areas. We follow 
the trail gingerly, the 
featherweight pebbles 
making a sound like 
broken crockery as 
they clatter over the 
sharp, twisted rocks. 
 There are ten or 
so people already at 
the bathing spot when 

we arrive—mostly Icelandic families 
who’ve driven here for a day out, some 
with young children. We get changed in 
various nooks, hanging our clothes on the 
rocks and sliding into the inviting water. 
The river is shallow, with a steady current 
and a pleasant temperature that fluctu-
ates according to the flow of various hot 
and cold tributaries. Behind us, the bro-
ken lava juts up dramatically against the 
sky; in front of us, the water flows away 
across plains of steaming black sand. As 
I take my hands and feet off the ground, 
I’m swept gently downstream. It’s an ex-
perience that feels at once like temporar-
ily sliding out of day-to-day reality, and 
being embraced, somehow, by the earth’s 
natural warmth. 
 We linger there for hours, without 
really noticing the time go by. When we 
finally dry off and drift back towards the 
car, the sun is already setting, and we’re 
the last remaining bathers. 
 We pack the car in a quite dream-
like state. Somewhere on the long road 
back to civilisation, Sæmi says he hopes 
the river will still be hot when the winter 
thaws. 
 Drifting into half-sleep, I murmur that 
even if it doesn’t, I’m grateful to be one of 
the lucky few to have experienced it.

23The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 14 — 2015 TRAVEL

Treading New 

“The terrain 
changes rapidly, 
from an expanse 
of boulder-strewn 
orange dirt to a 
vast tract of black 
sand, studded with 
countless gleaming 
black pebbles, to 
an undulating track 
that winds steeply 
through jagged, 
sculptural lava for-
mations.”
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Distance from Reykjavík
Around 579km

Trip provided by Geo Travel: geotravel.is
Accommodation provided by Akureyri  
Backpackers: akureyribackpackers.com

Flights to Akureyri
provided by Air Iceland: airiceland.is

4G provided by Vodafone: vodafone.is
Car provided by Hertz: hertz.is



While gargantuan and clunky buses 
hogged the headlines, a smaller and 
leaner brand of vehicles, hitherto unseen 
on the streets of Reykjavík, has been 
slowly attracting positive interest down-
town. Like a wasp, yellow and black, the 
three-wheeled auto rickshaws known as 
Tuk Tuks have been zooming elegantly 
through those same cramped streets, 
emitting but a soft buzzing sound from 
their electric motors.
 Having just come back from a six-
week holiday in India, where auto rick-
shaws play an important part in public 
transport, I was intrigued. I had grown 
used to their loud engines (from whence 
their nickname “Tuk Tuks” comes), tiny 
cabins and terrible suspension, which 
coupled with reckless driving frequently 
leads to bumpy rides. My experience in 
Iceland, on the other hand, would prove to 
be quite the opposite, with smooth driv-
ing, six comfortable seats, and plenty of 
legroom.

Small operation, big dreams

The General Manager of the new com-
pany behind these novelty rides, Tuk Tuk 
Tours, is Ólafur Björn Guðmundsson, who 
got the idea on his own trip to India. The 
rickshaws he brought to Reykjavík were 
heavily modified along the way, most no-
tably through the installation of electric 
engines in the Netherlands. This makes 
them an environmentally friendly mode of 
public transport—a fact that Ólafur and his 

staff take every opportunity to bring up, 
one of their main selling points.
 Ólafur started the company with his 
friend, historian and journalist Kolbeinn 
Óttarsson Proppé, with the intention of 
offering tourists an alternative method to 
get around town. Kolbeinn, who is respon-
sible for writing the script that the guides 
recite throughout the tours, adds that the 
smaller, more manoeuvrable vehicles can 
go to different locations, and offer a dif-
ferent view of the city. After the yearlong 
legal tangle of registering the vehicles, 
both are happy that Tuk Tuk Tours is finally 
open for business. 
 At present they’re running six vehicles 
with eleven drivers, offering a choice of ei-
ther 30- or 75-minute tours. The two busi-
nessmen already have different trips in the 
pipeline, however, such as a pub crawl 
where visitors are ferried from one bar to 
the next, and an “Icelander for a day” tour, 
where foreigners are taken to local pools 
and get to experience other staples of Ice-
landic life. 

Hopping on

Photographer Art Bicnick and I meet 
at Harpa for our tour, and after a short 
chat with the organisers, off we go. Our 
41-year-old driver is Gugga Emilsdóttir, 
who tells us proudly that she’s just moved 
back to Iceland, and is “a 24-hour mom 
and multitask queen.” She had worked at 
a hair salon, but after an accident where 
she cut her finger badly, she had to look 

elsewhere for employment while her hand 
healed. She applied to Tuk Tuk Tours 
through an ad in the newspaper, and got a 
phone call the following day asking when 
she could start.
 Gugga relays numerous stories and 
tidbits about the locations we visit (in-
cluding revealing where Jónsi of Sigur 
Rós lives), as well as her own meander-
ing thoughts on Icelandic drivers who “are 
always impatient, hurrying from place to 
place.” She says drivers had at first been 
happy to see the colourful auto rickshaws, 
but have now learned to try to get ahead 
of the slow-moving vehicles, which have a 
top speed of 45 kilometres per hour.
 Our 75-minute tour includes a trip 
through the harbour, the old Grjótaþorpið 
neighbourhood, the west end, around the 
pond, through the Þingholt area, and up to 
Hallgrímskirkja church. These are all sites 
that are accessible on foot, but even a 
jaded city rat like myself can see the ben-
efits of seeing it all in one go, particularly 
for groups or people with mobility issues. 
It wasn’t a groundbreaking adventure, but 
it was nice regardless, even with the fre-
quent stops when interested passing tour-
ists asked our driver for brochures.
 It’s nice to see new and innovative 
tour operators shake up what might be 
becoming a stale sector. I can’t wait to 
see the pub crawl iteration in action, with 
drunken locals and foreigners stumbling 
in and out of tuk tuks at bars, adding a 
shade of green to their yellow and black 
colour scheme.

Earlier this summer, during an otherwise ordinary Sunday evening, blues musician Halldór 
Bragason was surprised to find a tour bus poised to drive through his living room. Springing 
to action, he grabbed his phone and recorded how it narrowly missed his windows, later 
sharing the footage on Facebook. A minor media frenzy followed, inciting a maelstrom of ar-
ticles and opinion pieces. Meanwhile, concerned locals raised their concerns on social me-
dia, voicing fears that their precious 101 streets were turning into a giant hotel thoroughfare.

Photos
Art Bicnick

Words
Gabríel Benjamin
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Humming 
Like 
A Wasp
We Tuk Tuk 
off in 101 Reykjavík!
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Stop-by-stop

At present Tuk Tuk Tours has two dif-
ferent rides on offer. Although the des-
tinations will undoubtedly evolve and 
change with time, the itinerary we were 
given is as follows:

30 minute ride
• Harbour
• Old Vesturbær
• Tjörnin pond
• City hall
• Harpa

75 minute ride
• Harbour
• Grandi
•  Ten minute stop by the tussock  

art installation
• Old Vesturbær
• Tjörnin pond
• City hall
• Parliament
• Þingholt neighbourhood
• Hallgrímskirkja
• Laugavegur
• Harpa

Tuk Tuk Tours run multiple tours per day, every 
day. Book tickets at www.tuktuktours.is or 
through booking@ttt.is.
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How to get there: Tours leave from BSÍ bus terminal.South

Yoga in the Icelandic wilderness
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Distance from Reykjavík
Around 103 km

So it's with anticipation that I head down to 
the BSÍ coach terminal one bright morning 
to take a trip with Breathe Iceland, a young 
company that takes small groups out into 
Iceland's landscape, not just to do some 
sightseeing, but to practise yoga in the 
fresh air. The tour will take a full day, and 
includes a stop at Þingvellir for a medita-
tion and yoga session, a lunch break, and 
then some more yoga at Flúðir’s (not so 
secret) “secret lagoon.”

Breathing lessons

As we head out of Reykjavík, our guide 
Arnbjörg tells us the story of how she 
came to find yoga, feeling a magnetic pull 
towards her own practise, and eventu-
ally, towards teaching others. Arnbjörg, 
who has been an instructor for four years 
now, seems to radiate kindness and calm, 
speaking slowly and placidly. A relaxed 
atmosphere settles over the group as we 
listen to her story. 
 We pass Mosfellsbær and take a right 
towards the Þingvellir national park, and 
Arnbjörg begins to lead us through some 
preparatory breathing exercises. She talks 
about posture and tells us to try and be 
mindful of our breathing throughout the 
day—to take deep, slow breaths, rather 
than shallow “automatic” breathing.
 Not long later, we take a left from the 
main road, heading away from the most 
popular tourist area of Þingvellir. We pull 

over in a craggy, wild area of the park, and 
head up a short path to a grassy crevasse. 
Arnbjörg carries a large case with her that 
contains the gong for the meditation ses-
sion. We down our bags and spread out 
between the rocky walls of the chasm, 
starting with some breathing exercises 
before Arnbjörg leads us through some 
stretches and a gentle, basic yoga routine. 
 As we go through some of the com-
mon poses, my mind leans into a more 
concentrated and present state, ceasing 
to race with everyday jobs and thought 
processes. Arnbjörg’s soothing voice 
guides us through a series of smooth 
movements, and as my attention focuses, 
the colours and textures of the surround-
ing environment seem to become more 
vivid.

IRL

But, as always, life provides distractions. 
During peak season, Icelandic nature be-
comes something of a theme park, with 
loud helicopters buzzing overhead—at one 
point there are three visible at once, both 
a pair of tourist ‘copters and a rescue air-
craft, presumably on an exercise. Shortly 
after, a stream of Gore-Tex-clad tourists 
appear, snapping photos, chatting loudly, 
and eyeing us with curiosity. 
 While these things disturb the peace 
of the moment, I’m surprised by how un-
selfconscious I feel within the group. It’s 

not like the passersby are seeing us indi-
vidually; they’re just thinking “oh look, it’s 
a yoga class.” They also offer a reminder 
of the real challenges of yoga and medita-
tion—to let the noise of the everyday world 
slide past, and to concentrate on quieting 
the tumult of everyday thoughts.
 This is what we focus on during the 
gong meditation. We lie on the grass and 
Arnbjörg starts to run the mallet around 
the gong’s circumference slowly, creating 
a resonant, organic droning sound. She 
intermittently strikes the gong, in three 
different chapters of rhythm, creating a 
hypnotic sound that seems to draw us in 
and silence all other thoughts. I drift away 
into a dreamy, meditative place where I’d 
have been happy to remain all day.

Tomato oasis

Our next stop is Friðheimar, a farm that 
holds, among other things, a year-round 
tomato greenhouse. We’re shown the 
growing process, from the geothermal 
water piped in for heating, to the environ-
mentally friendly biological pesticides, and 
boxes of imported bees used for pollina-
tion. We sit on the sun terrace for lunch—a 
fresh, tangy tomato soup that’s the best 
I’ve ever tasted.
 The final stop is the aforementioned 
“secret lagoon” in Flúðir, a man-made 
swimming pool filled with piped-in natu-
rally hot geothermal water. After paddling 
around for a while, we gather at one end 

of the pool for a final water-yoga session. 
It’s hard to stay balanced with the water 
gently buffeting us, but some exercises 
that don’t require any balance feel good in 
the pool. Arnbjörg employs floats to give 
each of us a gentle massage in the warm 
water, letting us float free blissfully.
 As we start the homeward drive, I am 
struck by just how relaxing the day was 
in comparison to other tourist trips. By 

spending some time focussing on our-
selves in the moment, instead of just snap-
ping pictures at each stop and moving on, 
we got a more vivid experience. In contrast 
to the default mode of tourist-as-experi-
ence-consumer, this trip offered a more 
mindful and ultimately more memorable 
experience of Iceland’s landscape.

Words John Rogers

Photos Timothée Lambrecq

For all of Reykjavík's obvious charms, ask anyone who's 
lived in the city for a while, and they'll tell you that they 
need to escape sometimes. In sharp contrast to larger na-
tional capitals, Reykjavík’s central island is a tiny area—
walking the same streets week in, week out can lead to 
an odd kind of claustrophobia, even among people who 
love the place.

Trip provided by Breathe Iceland:  
www.breatheiceland.com

t r a n q u i l i t y
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NORTHERN
LIGHTS CRUISE
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Reservations:
+354 519 5000

Daily departures from 01 September

So it was with excitement that I woke 
up one Saturday in Seyðisfjörður to see 
a change, with strong sunlight shining 
through the curtains, creating dancing 
shadows on the bedroom wall. I eyed the 
blue sky with suspi-
cion as I wolfed down 
breakfast, set on using 
this rare fine day to 
explore the mountains 
around the town. 
  Stopping in the 
town’s sole minimart 
to pick up supplies, I 
bumped into a friend 
who’d had the same 
idea. We decided to 
join forces, striding 
out of town along the 
fjord’s northern shore, 
stripping off hoodies 
and raincoats as we 
walked in the sud-
den, improbable heat. 
Seyðisfjörður’s win-
dows gleamed across 
the water, its eggshell-blue church 
glowed in the sun, and just a few lonely 
clouds drifted across the sky.   

Don’t go chasing waterfalls  

The trail beginning is all-but hidden. Up 
a gravel road and over a ridge lies a long 
valley that very gradually ascends into 
the mountains. Following the bright yel-
low path markers, we wandered along 
the bank of the river that flows down 
from the heights, aiming for a high lake 
of Vestdalsvatn, five or so kilometres 
away. 
 The dirt path zigzagged up rocky 

outcrops, past a series of tumbling wa-
terfalls. Each new tract of flatland was 
met by another waterfall, then another 
plain, as if we were ants climbing a se-
ries of giant steps made for a much big-

ger creature.  
 After two hours of 
gradually creeping high-
er, we turned back to see 
a breathtaking view out 
to sea. The river looked 
like a meandering rivulet 
gleaming in the sun, and 
a single boat chugged 
out of the fjord far below; 
the distant mountains 
seemed a deep, hazy 
blue, gracefully curving 
down to sea level.  
 As we ascended 
ever higher, the land 
changed from red and 
ochre mud and verdant 
green grassland to un-
dulated rock-strewn 
plains, laced with vivid 

white roots and reeds. At one point, we 
were confronted by a wide patch of left-
over hillside snow dusted with black ash. 
Stamping emphatically into the steep 
slush for grip, we slowly made our way 
diagonally upwards and rejoined the 
path, hoping it was the worst obstacle in 
our way.  

Touching distance  

We were gradually walking up into the 
clouds, through increasingly treacher-
ous bogs and scree slopes, when the 
path hit a wide, rapid-flowing mountain 
stream. After examining the torrent for 

a foothold, nothing seemed quite safe 
enough. After adding a few chunks of 
rock to a submerged line of stepping 
stones, we sat down for a picnic in the 
mist, defeated.  
 After a while, a couple of brightly 
coloured figures appeared around a 
hill in the middle distance. They strode 
forth confidently, using climbing poles 
to steady themselves at every step, 
dressed head to toe in pro-hiker gear. 
When they reached the water, they 
drove the poles into the riverbed and 
crossed to our side.  
 They turned out to be a couple on 
holiday from Vancouver. “The lake is 
maybe half an hour more,” they said. 
“There’s some pretty deep snow and 
some wet bogs up ahead. It’s nice up 
there, the lake is frozen over.” They con-
tinued on their way. “Get some poles!” 
shouted the woman over her shoulder, 
as they marched off down the slope. An-
other well-kitted-out hiker passed not 
long after, showing us a photograph of 
the lake that lay tantalisingly out of our 
reach—the frosted surface of the water 
was barely visible through a white, spec-
tral murk.   
 We may not have reached our target, 
but its a spectacular route nonetheless. 
The path back to the town faces the 
spectacular fjord view the whole way 
down, threading its way back across the 
streams, scree slopes and marshland to-
wards Seyðisfjörður.  

Find out more at  
www.visitseydisfjordur.com

Summer was a mercurial season in east Iceland this year. The region often has a natural low 
cloud ceiling—an oppressive grey nothing that drifts over the Eastfjords, hanging just above 
the rooftops of the tiny towns—but this year, it felt impenetrable. The sun didn’t break through 
for weeks at a time. Even when it was warm, it was the odd warmth of a faraway summer sun 
radiating through the murky weather. 

Words and Photo
John Rogers
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A Walk In 
The Clouds 

A rare sunny summer's day in Seyðisfjörður 
meant hiking towards a far-flung lake

“We turned back to 
see a breathtaking 
view out to sea. 
The river looked 
like a meandering 
rivulet gleaming 
in the sun, and far 
below a single boat 
chugged out of the 
fjord; the mountains 
seemed a deep, 
hazy blue, grace-
fully curving down 
to sea level.” 

Flights provided by Air Iceland: 
www.airiceland.is
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Audio GuidanceSchedule:

9 - Valid 1 May - 15 October

Reykjavík (BSÍ Bus Terminal)

Hveragerði (N1 Gas Station)

Selfoss (Campsite)

Selfoss (N1 Gas Station)

Hella (Campsite)

Hella (Kjarval Supermarket)

Hvolsvöllur (N1 Gas Station)

Seljalandsfoss (Waterfall)

Þórsmörk (Húsadalur)

Stakkholtsgjá Canyon

Þórsmörk (Básar)

Þórsmörk (Langidalur)

Stakkholtsgjá Canyon

Þórsmörk (Húsadalur)

FROM

08:00
08:40
08:55
09:00
09:30
09:35

 09:45   10:15 
10:50

 12:00   12:30
12:45

 13:10   15:00
 15:15   15:20

15:35
 15:50

19:30
20:10
20:25
20:30
21:00
21:05
21:15
21:40
 22:55

16:00
16:40
16:55
17:00
17:30
17:35

 17:45   18:00 
 18:25   18:40

 19:50 

DAILY
1/5 - 15/10*

DAILY
13/6 - 31/8

DAILY
13/6 - 31/8

9a - Valid 1 May - 15 October

 Arrival   Departure

Þórsmörk (Básar)

Þórsmörk (Langidalur)

Stakkholtsgjá Canyon

Þórsmörk (Húsadalur)

Seljalandsfoss (Waterfall)

Hvolsvöllur (N1 Gas Station)

Hella (Kjarval Supermarket)

Hella (Campsite)

Selfoss (Campsite)

Selfoss (N1 Gas Station)

Hveragerði (N1 Gas Station)

Reykjavík (BSÍ Bus Terminal)

FROM

15:00
 15:15   15:20

15:35
16:00
17:15
17:45
17:55
18:00
18:25
18:30
18:40
 19:20 

20:00
20:10

20:40
21:40 

 22:00   22:10
22:20
22:25
22:50
22:55
23:05
 23:45 

07:20** 
07:30**

08:00
09:00
09:30
09:40
09:45
10:10
10:15
10:25
 11:05 

DAILY
1/5 - 15/10*

DAILY
13/6 - 31/8

DAILY
14/6 - 31/8

  **  Morning departure from Básar and Langidalur has to be booked  
 at the mountain hut’s supervisor before 21:00 the evening before.

***  Between 1 May - 13 June and 1 September - 15 October departures  
 from these locations need to be booked at the mountain hut’s  
 supervisor before noon.

    *  Road & weather conditions determine when highland roads  
 are accessible.

IOYO 9 - 9a Reykjavík - Þórsmörk*

Enjoy the autumn colours in the Þórsmörk Nature Reserve  
until 15 October with Iceland On Your Own.



ARTISAN BAKERY
& COFFEE HOUSE
OPEN EVERYDAY 6.30 - 21.00

LAUGAVEGUR 36 · 101 REYKJAVIK  
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is this your moaning dog, sorry, no pets, 
is this your bag, your children, is this your 
weakness, your hunger, your drowning, 
and have you brought any items worth 
more than $1000, any alcohol or tobacco, 
any misrepresentations of your culture, 
any misconceptions about ours, have you 
brought any prejudice, any oppression, 
have you brought fascism, PTSD, dyslexia, 
religion and/or technical prowess, have 
you brought entrepreneurship, MSG, 
AIDS or artistic talent, uncooked meats 
(discounting dead children), exotic fruit 
or fruitlike substances, is this your meal 
ticket, your passport, is this your outlook, 
your perspective, your pessimistic nature, 
and how good is your kebab; 
 will there be people coming after 
you, talentless kin or secret police, dirty 
scoundrels or pretty ladies of desperation, 
and when will you return, will there come 
others worth less or more, in cash, love, 

adoration, others with more baggage, 
heavier loads, carrying still others with 
even heavier loads, handicapped zealots 
and canned foods, unmarked medicine 
which might as well be heroin, unmarked 
citizens who might as well be terrorists, 
pimps, bearers of bad news and rabies, 
babies without baby-daddies, babies with 
gender issues and subliminal war trauma, 
complicated futures, who may or may not 
become transgressive artists and may or 
may not make us proud, but they better 
make good kebab;
 is this your mode of transporta-
tion, is this your buggy, your barge, your 
ornithopter, your sandals to remind us of 
christ, your deep brown eyes, olive skin, 
are these your common features, hordes, 
herds, are these your trampling feet, 
these your gigabytes floating overhead, 
these your smartphones (you can't have 
smartphones), are these your drones or 

our drones, have you brought any dis-
heartening priorities or policies in your 
buggy, any unfortunate consequences of 
preventable causes in your barge, have 
you brought any sense of responsibility 
for your own situation in your ornithop-
ter, and I can have some kebab, yes, mit 
scharfer Soße;
 is this your benefit concert and if so 
have you brought any instruments, are 
you carrying any tunes, any appropriate 
melancholies, malappropriate melodies, 
and would you care to share in our boun-
tiful cocaine, in any case there's a back-
stage and a VIP backstage and refugee 
status will grant you access to both, here 
have some beer tickets, there will be, you 
know, food, we know you’re hungry, but 
we may just have run out of kebab;
 is this an automatic reminder about 
the compassion you have for the down-
trodden, exiled and drowned; an auto-
matic reminder about the children at the 
bottom of the Mediterranean, the children 
midway sinking or floating upwards, the 
children heading for shore, gasping, or 
playing in the sand, panting, the children 
face down on facebook, seen not heard, 
shown not told, is this your automatic 

reminder about grains of sand, drops of 
ocean, herds, hordes, schools, locusts, 
poverty, values, sacrifice and the sky, the 
mighty, mighty sky and lest we forget, ke-
bab;
 is this perhaps your conscientious 
lasso, your way of asking have we not al-
ready surpassed our humanity, wrangled 
our collective bosoms into a tidal wave of 
social media hugs, is not all better already 
and if not then soon(ish) yes, you will stop 
sobbing and start making kebab; 
 is this your tasteful image manage-
ment and if it does not preclude actually 
helping, we may in the future once more 
engage your vanity and your proclivity for 
conga lines (monkey say, monkey do) in 
the service of good, and then perhaps 
with less cynicism, less disdain, more 
sincerity, more pure-hearted love and un-
fathomable loads of kebab; 
 is this your bi-annual investment in a 
better soul, another rung for the ladder, or 
just something to keep you occupied on 
a tuesday, beats the dishes, beats home-
work, beats worrying about dinner, beats 
moaning about compassion for others, is 
this not actually doing something or is it 
merely virtually doing something, is there 

less or more there here, less here there, 
any more beer near, I swear, I'd give my 
döner for a kebab; 
 do you promise to like us and like-
like us and be like us and not just up and 
go when you don't need to like us, or any-
one like us, we really want you to like us, 
do you promise not to complain, protest, 
riot, do you promise diligence, allegiance, 
like us, you won't go back and you won't 
behead anyone like us, you won't just stay 
on welfare like us, you will turn out to be 
worth it in the long run, like us, unlike us, 
for the bottom line, this is the bottom line, 
yes finally the bottom line, if you leave 
we'll have no kebab, please like us, that is 
the bottom line.

---

Eiríkur Örn Norðdahl (1978) is a writer and 
a novelist from Ísafjörður, Iceland. He has a 
novel coming out this fall, it’s called ‘Heim-
ska’ (“Stupidity”). Learn more about his 
work at www.norddahl.org.

Steingrímur Gauti Ingólfsson (1986) is an 
artist from Reykjavík. Learn more about his 
work at www.steingrimurgauti.wix.com

A Poem  
About Kebab

New Poem by
Eiríkur Örn Norðdahl

Fresh Paintings by
Steingrímur Gauti Ingólfsson



Welcome to 
       Húsavík

BOOK online NOW:
WWw.northsailing.is
or caLL +354 464 7272



car rental 
Get your offer at SADcars.com

Keflavík airport and Skógarhlíð 10, 105 Reykjavík

“I don’t know if the message has been 
listened to yet by the government. We 
have heard nothing from the committee 
on refugees. We are desperate for infor-

mation. We want numbers—the minimum numbers of 
refugees that Iceland will take. Our foreign minister 
has only said he’s not engaged in a pissing contest' 
about numbers.” 

Volunteers for the widely reported “Kæra 
Eygló” campaign share their thoughts and 
experiences. They are known as Ninja Team. 
Which is cool.d.

“The the hole of our society has to do this together—
you don’t need to be a refugee to know that if you’re 
a child coming into a new school, or an individual 
coming into a new neighbourhood, it’s very important 
to be well received by your neighbours, classmates and 
fellow citizens. I’m certain that the positivity of the 
Icelandic people will help refugees feel welcome here.”

-Mayor Dagur B. Eggertsson is certain that 
the people of Reykjavík will do their part if the 
city indeed winds up welcoming “hundreds” of 
Syrian refugees.

“The terrain changes rapidly from an expanse of 
sandy, boulder-strewn dirt to a vast tract of black 
flatland, studded with countless gleaming black 
pebbles, to an undulating track that winds steeply 
through jagged rock formations… behind us, broken 
lava juts up dramatically against the sky; in front of 
us, the water flows away across plains of steaming 
black sand.”

Up north, the Holuhraun lava field opens for 
visitors.

“You've got your standard issue bears, your daddy 
bears, your muscle bears, red bears, polar bears; 
cubs, chubs, otters, and pups; foxes, silver foxes, 
wolves, etc.”

Yum! So many amazing bears in this issue! 
And they’re all on page eight of our bonus, 
free listings magazine that’s hidden inside 
and has amazing features and actual articles 
that you will enjoy reading. And many bears. 
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YOUR ESSENTIAL GUIDE  
TO LIFE, TRAVEL AND 
ENTERTAINMENT IN ICELAND

BOOK YOUR ADVENTURE NOW
Go home with a story worth telling!

www.adventures.is
Downtown Sales Office – Laugavegur 11

Open every day from 08:00-22:00

www.adventures.is | info@adventures.is | +354 562-7000 | Downtown Reykjavík Sales Office at Laugavegur 11
Rafting • Ice Climbing • Snorkeling • Diving • Glacier Hike • Canoeing • Hiking • Kayaking • Cycling • Surfing • Boat Ride • Hot Spring • Swimming • Climbing 

Super-Jeep • Caving • Horse Riding • Sightseeing • Snowmobile • Whale Watching • ATV • Incentive • Skiing • Mountain Hut • Camping • Combo Trips

Snorkeling in Silfra Fissure

Northern Lights Super-Jeep Tours

Price from: 16.990 ISK

Price from: 19.990 ISK

Glacier Hiking Day Tours
Price from: 8.990 ISK

TOURIST INFORMATION AND 
FREE BOOKING SERVICE

Bankastræti 2 - Downtown
itm@itm.is - www.itm.is 
Tel: +354 522 4979 
Summer: 08.00 - 21.00
Winter: 09.00 - 19.00

We are proud to be the first & only downtown Tourist Information fully 
accredited by both the Icelandic Tourist Board and the Vakinn Quality System.

Drop by, we speak... 
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Hallgrímur Helgason 
Outside Your House,  

At Night,  
While You Sleep

    
EAT

A GUIDE TO EATING 
IN REYKJAVÍK! 

    
SHOP

A GUIDE TO SHOPPING 
IN REYKJAVÍK! 

    
DRINK

A GUIDE TO DRINKING 
IN REYKJAVÍK!IN HERE

AMAZING!

    
BEARS ON ICE! 

LOOKING BACK ON 
AN AMAZING, EROTIC 
WEEKEND WITH A 
GROUP OF BURLY MEN! 

    
REYKJAVÍK 
DANCE FESTIVAL

A COMPREHENSIVE 
OVERVIEW. INCLUDING 
STRAP-ONS!    

WOW!

COOL 

MAP!Get the new FREE Grape-
vine app Appening. For all 
events happening today!



September 11 - 24
How to use the listings: Venues are 
listed alphabetically by day. Events 
listed are all live performances, with 
troubadours and DJs specifically 
highlighted. For complete listings and 
detailed information on venues visit 
listings.grapevine.is. Send your listings 
to: listings@grapevine.is.

Friday September 11

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Siggi Þorbergs 
Austur
22:00 DJ Pétur 
B5
22:00 DJ Jay-O 
Bar 11
22:30 Var  

Bar Ananas
22:00 TWIN TOWERS DJ Set 
Boston
22:00 Guilty Pleasure Night with Janus, 

Sigrún Skafta & Heiðryk 
Bravó
22:00 DJ Styrmir Dansson 
Cafe Rosenberg
22:00 Erik Quik & Band 
English Pub
21:00 Troubadours Arnar / Biggi 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Ragga Joð 
Gaukurinn
21:00 Pétur Ben  

Harpa
12:10 Iceland Symphony Orchestra: 

Free Noon Time Concert  

19:30 GCD - Comeback to Honour 
Rúnar Júlíusson 

20:00 Nils Landgren & Hot Eskimos 
Húrra
21:00 Plastic Gods  / 

ULTRAORTHODOX 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Introbeats 
Langholtskirkja
20:00 Arvo Pärt, 80th Anniversary 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Haraldur  / Anna B 
Mengi
21:00 Stilla Chamber Group 
Prikið
22:00 DJ Spegill  / Emmsjé Gauti  

Inc.  

Quest—Hair, Beer & Whiskey 
Saloon

21:00 MIRI 
Spot
21:00 Sigurgeir Sigmundsson 
Stúdentakjallarinn
Octoberfest:
19:00 Pre-party: Vök 
20:30 Hide Your Kids  / Sturla  

Atlas  / Reykjavíkurdætur  

/ Fm95blö  / Emmsé Gauti  / 
Úlfur Úlfur  / Retro Stefson  / DJ 
Sunna Ben   / Sverrir Bergmann & 
Halldór 

Saturday September 12

Austur
22:00 DJ Maggi 
American Bar
21:00 Troubadours Ellert & Roland 

MUSIC
CONCERTS & NIGHTLIFE

TABLE RESERVATIONS: +354 517 1800 —  WWW.FORRETTABARINN.IS

N ý l e n d u g a t a  1 4 .  1 0 1  R e y k j a v í k

R E S TA U R A N T  |  B A R  -  H A P P Y  H O U R  F R O M  4  - 8  P M Tasty 
Icelandic 
tapas and 
drinks by 

the old 
harbour

Certificate of Excellence 
———  2014  ———

The Hippest Concert You Can´t Go To
Jessie J

This issue’s picker is Borgar Maganason, an ambitious indepen-
dent musician with a background in classical music, whose focus 
is producing and teaching music. He’s played almost every genre 
of music in the past decade, and is involved in numerous music 
projects, including the Tin Drum concert series in Harpa. He’s 
a hard man to please—when asked about what music he’d be 
looking out for, he was very clear: “Good music, not bad music”.
 You can find the events our picker of the issue found to be 
interesting spread out over the music pages marked with this  
icon.                      Photo by Art Bicknick

Pop diva, personality, singer-songwriter and general all-around 
superstar Jessie J is hitting Iceland! After her earthshattering 
debut in 2011, she has just kept rising and rising. She’s done TV 
appearances; she appeared at the London 2012 Olympics; and she’s 
the first artist to have six songs from the same album in the Top 10 
in the UK. Widely thought of as one of the greatest pop voices today, 
she’s finally performing in Iceland, at Laugardalshöll on September 
15. Tickets are all sold out, but there are bound to be some last-
minute cancellations. AJdR

Laugardalshöll
Engjavegur 8 |  20:00 | Sold Out!

  
Classical, opera.

     Electronic, dance,  
house, techno.

  Hip-hop, R&B.

    Hardcore, metal, punk, 
rock.

  Troubadour.

  Experimental.

   Acoustic, folk, jazz, 
lounge.

 Indie, pop, post-rock.

Music Legend PICKER OF THE ISSUE
Borgar Magnason
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15
September

You know that feeling you get where you're clear-headed and clean? 
It's awful, right? Like... literally the worst. The best remedy for this 
affliction is a kilo of stoner rock, a smidgen of sludge, & a dash of 
doom metal, all mixed in a bowl with a cup of Húrra. Bake in the 
oven at maximum temperature for six to twelve hours and voilà! 
You've got yourself some good, old-fashioned Plastic Gods. And 
don't worry—if you find they're not filling enough on their own, a 
healthy side of ULTRAORTHODOX is sure to satisfy. SLWF

Húrra
Naustin (D3) |  21:00 | Admission: 2,000 ISK

HOLY SMOKE!
Plastic Gods / ULTRAORTHODOX

11
September



MUSIC
CONCERTS & NIGHTLIFE

B5
22:00 DJ Gunni 
Bar 11
22:30 Þausk 
Bar Ananas
22:00 DJ Styrmir Dansson 
Boston
22:00 DJ Kári  / Árni Vektor 
Bravó
22:00 DJ Simon FKNHNDSM 
Cafe Rosenberg
22:00 KK Band 
Dúfnahólar 10
22:00 DJ Egill Spegill 
Dubliner
21:00 Troubadour Símon 
English Pub
21:00 Troubadours Eiki & Steini 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Eyfjorð 
Gaukurinn
21:00 Rocky Horror Sing-A-Long Show 

/ DJ Starri  / Mobus 
Húrra
21:00 DJ KGB Soundsystem 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Símon FKNHNDSM 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Smutty Smiff  / JE-Sjúss 
Mengi
21:00 Magnús Tryggvason Eliassen & 

Daníel Friðrik Böðvarsson  

Paloma
21:00 DJ Ómar E 
Prikið
22:00 DJ Árni Kocoon 
Salurinn í Kópavogi
20:00 Songs That Everybody Loves: 

Sigga, Guðrún, & Jógvan  

Seltjarnarneskirkja
17:00  Seltjarnarnes Chamber Choir: 

Vivaldi & Haydn 
Slippbarinn
21:00 DJ Sir Danselot 
Spot
23:59 Skítamórall 
Stúdentakjallarinn
Octoberfest:
21:30 John Doe  / Ingó Veðurguð 

 / Jón Jónsson  / Dikta  / 
AmabAdama   / Páll Óskar  / 
DJ Jónas Óli 

Sunday September 13

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Alexander 
Bravó
21:00 DJ Krummi 
English Pub
21:00 Troubadour Danni 
Hannesarholt
15:00 Notus Tríó 
Harpa
16:00 Fairy Tale Opera, Marguerite 
20:00 Diddú 60th Anniversary  

Concert 
Hressó
21:00 Jazz Jam Session 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 Krystal Carma DJ Set  

Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Halli 
KEXHostel
13:00 Lína Langsokkur
Prikið
21:00 DJ Lowercase 
Slippbarinn
21:00 DJ Sir Danselot 

Monday September 14

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Ellert 
Cafe Rosenberg
21:00 Kurt Weill Tribute 
English Pub
21:00 Troubadours Ingi Valur &  

Tryggvi 
Húrra
21:00 Monday Night Jazz 
Kaffibarinn
21:00 DJ Pilsner 2.25% 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ AB 

Tuesday September 15

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Roland 
Bravó
21:00 DJ Steindór Grétar Jónsson 
Cafe Rosenberg
21:00 Svavar Knútur & Guests 
English Pub
21:00 Troubadour Arnar 

WAR
IS

OVER!
IF YOU WANT IT

Happy Christmas from John & Yoko 
(and The Laundromat Cafe)

YES, IT IS TRUE!

Hot Patootie, Bless This Party
Rocky Horror Sing Along Show! / DJ Starri / DJ Mobus
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Húrra
Naustin (D3) |  20:00 | Admission: TBA

Drop In, Chill Out
Teitur Magnússon / Bob Justman / Lommi / Krystal Carma

23
September

Húrra’s got a night of music so chilled out as to rival the fast-
approaching winter months. Headlining is Teitur Magnússon, 
a man who's got that acoustic indie folk/pop sound down to a 
science. He often incorporates Eastern and Caribbean elements 
in his compositions for a smooth vibe sure to get you reclined and 
bobbing your head. Then, Bob Justman’s got an excess of soul, 
and will play the blues for y’all to relieve it—and to help you forget 
your troubles. Also making an appearance will be Lommi, and 
Krystal Carma for a DJ set. SLWF
              Photo by Hörður Sveinsson

Gaukurinn 
Tryggvagata 22 | D3 |  21:00 | Admission: Free!

Gaukurinn would like, if it may, to take you on a strange journey. 
But don’t panic! By the light of the night, it’ll seem all right! On 
September 12, come watch a semi-interactive sing-a-long 
screening of 'The Rocky Horror Picture Show'! Popcorn will 
be provided, admission is free (sultry gazes aside), there’s even 
a costume prize (wear red!). After this, DJs Starri and Mobus 
will play whatever they feel like. The show starts at 21:00, but be 
sure to come early for the best seats! Now get to studying your 
Rocky Horror quotes, you don’t want to get your call backs wrong...   
AJdR

12
September
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KIRKJUSTRÆTI

Opening hours 

Sunday - Thursday 11:00 - 02:00
Friday - Saturday 11:00 - 06:00 - FIND US ON FACEBOOK

dirtyburgerandribs.is

MUSIC
CONCERTS & NIGHTLIFE

Gaukurinn
21:00 Karaoke Night
Harpa
12:30 24 Preludes: Rose Lachman & 

Nathan Hall 
Húrra
19:00  UNICEF Fundraiser: Úlfur  

Úlfur  / Sísí Ey  / Mosi  
Musik   / Kött Grá Pje  / Lay  
Low  / Fox Train Safari  /  
Bellstop 

Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Óli Dóri 
KEX Hostel
20:30 KEXJazz 
Laugardalshöll
20:00 Jessie J 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ The Dude 
Mengi
21:00 Ragga Gröndal & Guðmundur 

Pétursson 
Prikið
21:00 DJ Volante 

Wednesday September 16

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Siggi Þorbergs 
Bravó
21:00 DJ Árni Grétar 
Café Flóra 
19:30 Páll Óskar & Monika 
21:30 Páll Óskar & Monika 
Cafe Rosenberg
21:00 Eddi Lár & Vinir 
English Pub
21:00 Troubadours Magnús & Ívar 
Harpa
20:00 The King's Singers 
Húrra
22:00 Borko   / Markús and The 

Diversion Sessions  
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Helgi Már PZ 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ JE-Sjúiss 
Nordic House
20:00 Gitta-Maria Sjöberg, soprano & 

Irene Hasager, piano 
Prikið
21:00 DJ De La Rósa 
Slippbarinn
21:00 Halli and the Superheros 

Thursday September 17

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Hreimur 
Austur
21:00 Ingó Veðurguð 
B5
21:00 Troubadours Vignir & Jogvan 
Bar Ananas
21:00 DJ Atli Kanill 
Boston
21:00 DJ Styrmir Dansson 
Bravó
21:00 DJ ThaDarkStranger 
Café Flóra 
19:30 Páll Óskar & Monika 
21:30 Páll Óskar & Monika 
English Pub
21:00  Troubadours Eiki & Steini 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Halli Einars 
Gaukurinn
21:00 Open Jam Session 

Hannesarholt
20:00 24 Preludes: Rose Lachman & 

Nathan Hall 
Harpa
20:00 Iceland Symphony—Mozart and 

Beethoven 
Hlemmur Square
21:00 Indriði  
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ YAMAHO 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Smutty Smiff 
Mengi
21:00 Ragga Gröndal & Guðmundur 

Pétursson 
Prikið
21:00 Gísli Pálmi 

Friday September 18

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Ellert & Roland 
Austur
22:00 DJ Maggi 
B5
22:00 DJ Jay-O 

Bar Ananas
22:00 DJ Pilsner 2.25% 
Boston
22:00 DJ Sigrún Skafta 
Bravó
22:00 DJ De La Rósa 
Cafe Rosenberg
22:00 Kristjana Arngríms 
English Pub
21:00  Troubadours Biggi & Ingunn  / 

Ingi Valur & Tryggvi 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Eyfjorð 
Gaukurinn
21:00 Roulette  / Future Figment  / 

Mojo Don't Go 
Húrra
21:00 DJ Styrmir Dansson 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Hunk of a Man 
Lebowski Bar
21:00  DJ Anna Rakel  / AB 
Mengi
21:00 Héðinn Finnsson 
Prikið
22:00 DJ Árni Skeng  / Logi Pedro 
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11-12
September

University of Iceland
Sæmundargata (H2) |  15:00 & 21:00 | Admission: 3,500 ISK

It's that time of year again. The Harvest is almost upon us, and as 
such we must make ample room for our future bounty. So grab a 
30 rack and a couple dozen hot dogs, make sure your friends do 
the same, and head on over to the main stage to see three days 
worth of kick-ass Iceland musical acts, including (but far from 
limited to): Sturla Atlas, Úlfur Úlfur, DJ Sunna Ben, Dikta, 
AmabAdama, Páll Óskar, and many more! SLWF

Man, you know, like...*hic* no, man, *hic* I 
mean it... you're like my *hic* best friend...
Októberfest

MADE IN ICELAND  www.jswatch.com

With his legendary concentration and 45 years of experience our Master 
Watchmaker ensures that we take our waterproofing rather seriously.  
Gilbert O. Gudjonsson, our Master Watchmaker and renowned craftsman, 
inspects every single timepiece before it leaves our workshop.



LIBRARY SHOP

WELCOME 
TO REYKJAVÍK CITY LIBRARY

Tryggvagata 15. Tel. 411 6100
www.borgarbokasafn.is

The Library Shops sell toys for children, such as 
puzzles, dolls, games and more. You can find 
popular stuffed toys in the shape of Nordic 
fictional characters, such as Pippi Longstocking and 
Alfons. They are educational and fun and should 
appeal to children and parents alike.

The Nordic House Reykjavík is a vibrant Nordic cultural 
institution with exhibitions, a library, shop and one  
of the best restaurants in Reykjavík, Aalto Bistro.

The building is designed by the internationally  
acclaimed finnish architect Alvar Aalto.
Open everyday from 10–17
Visit www.nordichouse.is for more information.
 
Book a table: www.aalto.is
Sundays – wednsdays 11–17
Thursdays – saturdays 11–21

The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5, 101 Reykjavík
Tel: 5517030, www.nordichouse.is

Enjoy food
Enjoy books
Enjoy culture
Enjoy the  
Nordic House

Norræna húsið
The Nordic House

 

MUSIC
CONCERTS & NIGHTLIFE

Saturday September 19

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Birgir 
Austur
22:00 DJ Pétur 
B5
22:00 DJ Gunni 
Bar Ananas
22:00 DJ Styrmir Dansson 
Boston
22:00 DJ Formaðurinn  / Kári 
Bravó
22:00 DJ Elvar 
Bæjarbíó
22:00 Högni Egilsson 
Cafe Rosenberg
22:00 Belleville 
English Pub
21:00  Troubadours Ingi Valur & Tryggvi  

/ Hjálmar & Dagur 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Hrönn 
Gaukurinn
21:00 Skálmöld 
Hannesarholt
17:00 'Barber from Seville' by Rossini 
20:00 'Barber from Seville' by Rossini 
Harpa
17:00 Maggi Eiríks 70-years-old 
21:00 Maggi Eiríks 70-years-old 
Húrra
21:00 DJ Óli Dóri 
Kaffibarinn
22:00  DJ Casanova  / Alfons X 
KEX Hostel
21:00 UNICEF Fundraiser: Mammút  

/ Sin Fang  / FM Belfast  / Vagina 
Boys  / Agent Fresco  / dj. flugvél og 
geimskip   / Júníus Meyvant 

Lebowski Bar
21:00  DJ Skemmtanastjórinn  / De La 

Rósa 
Mengi
21:00 Benni Hemm Hemm & Nicola 

Atkinson   

Nordic House
15:15 Ármann Helgason, clarinettist & 

Johannes Andreasen, pianist 
Prikið
22:00 DJ Benni B-Ruff 
Slippbarinn
21:00 DJ Sir Danselot 

Sunday September 20

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Siggi Þorbergs 
Bravó
21:00 DJ Introbeats 
English Pub
21:00  Troubadour Danni 
Hressó
21:00 Jazz Jam Session 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ FKN 
Lebowski Bar
21:00  DJ Halli E 
Nordic House
15:15 Ármann Helgason, clarinettist & 

Johannes Andreasen, pianist 
Slippbarinn
21:00 DJ Sir Danselot 

Monday September 21

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Roland 
English Pub
21:00 Troubadours Ingi Valur & Tryggvi 
Húrra
21:00 Monday Night Jazz 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ De La Rósa 
Lebowski
21:00  DJ Anna B 
Prikið
21:00 DJ Spegill & Nazareth 

Tuesday September 22

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Roland 
Bravó
21:00 DJ Björn Teitsson 
English Pub
21:00 Troubadour Arnar 
Gaukurinn
21:00 Karaoke Night
Húrra
21:00 DJ Lazybones 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 Sesar A & friends DJ set  
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KEX Hostel
20:30 KEXJazz 
Lebowski Bar
21:00  DJ Halli E 
Prikið
21:00 Harry Knuckles DJ Set  

Wednesday September 23

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Alexander 
Bravó
21:00 DJ Einar Sonic 
Cafe Rosenberg
21:00 Kólga Þjóðlagaband 
English Pub
21:00 Troubadours Ellert & Roland 
Hallgrímskirkja
20:00 Pétur Sakari playing Sibelius, 

Sallinen, Masson  NMF
Harpa
20:00 The Reykjavík Big Band—Frank 

Sintra, 100 Years 
Húrra
21:00 Teitur Magnússon  / Bob 

Justman  / Lommi / Krystal Carma 
DJ Set  

Kaffibarinn
22:00  DJ Helgi Már PZ 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ JE-Sjúiss 
Prikið
21:00 Beatmachinearon Showcase 
Slippbarinn
21:00 Halli and the Superheros 

Thursday September 24

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Matti 
Austur
21:00 Ingó Veðurguð 
Bravó
21:00 DJ Styrmir Dansson 

B5
22:00 Troubadours Vignir & Jogvan 
Bar Ananas
21:00 Krystal Carma DJ Set  

Boston
21:00 Microgroove Session 8  

English Pub
21:00 Troubadours Hjálmar & Dagur 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ !*#$ 
Gaukurinn
20:00 Finntroll  / In the Company of 

Men  / Kuraka  NMF
Hlemmur Square
21:00 Jón Þór 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Júlía Ruslanovna 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Vala 
Prikið 
21:00 Karaoke Night

The Chair of the newly-made Northern 
Marginal Association is Tove Forssell. “We 
started with the idea of bringing the Finn-
ish forest to Iceland, where there famous-
ly is very little forest,” she says. “From 
there the idea grew and matured into the 
Northern Marginal Festival, which uses 
the word ‘marginal’ as the connecting de-
nominator.” 
 The resulting exhibition, entitled ‘In 
The Icelandic Wood’, figuratively plants 
the Finnish forest, with all of its diversity, 
onto the Icelandic tundra. Tove says for-
ests have long played an important part 
in the lives of Finnish people and their 
culture, and that the goal of the exhibit is 
to bring the mythology of the forest to Ice-
land.
 The festival has two other components. 
‘Mømø’ is focused on the different musi-
cal styles for which Finland is renowned. 
It includes shows with celebrated Finnish 
metal bands Finntroll and Black Crucifix-

ion, and a gig with punk outfit Räjäyttäjät, 
all three at Gaukurinn on separate dates, 
and a performance at Hallgrímskirkja by 
the promising young organist Pétur Sa-
kari. ‘Syndrome’ is the film element of the 
festival, taking its name from the 2012 flick 
‘The Punk Syndrome’, and will take place 
mostly at Tjarnarbíó.
 Perhaps in keeping with the infor-
mality of Icelandic society, Tove says that 
getting big acts like Finntroll to perform 
at the new and unknown festival was as 
simple as just asking them.

--

Northern Marginal takes place September 
21-27. Events connected to the festival are 
marked with an NMF tag in the info paper.

 - GABRÍEL BENJAMIN
 - JARMO KATILA

The Northern Marginal Of The Scene
September 21-27

The Northern Marginal Festival came about almost by 
accident. Originally planned as an innovation seminar at 
the Nordic House by eleven students studying Culture 
Management and Production at Finland’s HUMAK University 
of Applied Sciences. The project quickly expanded when those 
involved realised they could do something more with their 
brief. The Northern Marginal Festival was born.



UNO at Ingólfstorg | Tel.  561 1313 | www.uno.is

HAPPY HOUR
EVERY DAY
17-19
  

GREAT
FOOD

NI
CE

GOOD
DRINKS
ATMO

KITCHEN IS OPEN
Weekends  11.30–24
Other days  11.30–23

free Wifi

     BISTRO&BAR

uno is the perfect place to start 

a good day or end a great evening

I arrived midway through Retro Stefson. 
This group’s enthusiasm is contagious—
you can’t help but smile. The crowd was 
not its loudest or largest, but everyone 
seemed happy and some people definitely 
got cray.
 GP, that Glacier Mafia Don, was next 
and, as always, on point. Say what you 
will about his wigger-ness, but he fuck-
ing owned it, giving one of the best per-
formances I’ve seen from him. I do have 
one question though: does he take off his 
sunglasses? Ever? What’s under there? 
(Theories: hannah@grapevine.is) 
 Pell rocked it. He needs to 86 some 
keyboard solos, but the majority of the 
11-16-year-old audience got fucking turnt 
up during his set. This raucous recep-
tion clearly surprised the NOLA boy. He 
kept doing the, “When I say X, you say 
Y”-game and then seemed genuinely 

shocked at the audiences’ aggressive re-
sponse—like physically “is-this-a-prank?” 
disarmed. He even once said, “Guys, at 
some concerts, no one responds…” 
 Ultimately, everyone was there to see 
Rae Sremmurd. Unfortunately, it quickly 
became apparent that their vocals were 
mainly coming from a playback that suf-
fered from some shit sound mixing. It 
made their lack-of-actual-rapping some-
what unbearable, with the boys outright 
calling out the sound guy for fucking up 
multiple times.
 Still, the crowd collectively went crazy, 
the group of ~15-year-old girls I stood next 
to getting up to some 4am Paloma base-
ment-level dancing and screaming. 
 There was so much energy in the air. 
And yet, these turnt up teenagers just 
made me feel… old [rare Editor’s Note: 
Hannah is like 21 or something]. I kept 

having flashbacks to high school and the 
various underage parties it brought. I 
mean,  Laugardalshöll wasn’t even serv-
ing alcohol at the main bar! Instead, there 
was an “Adult” bar, hidden from youngins’ 
view. Jesus Christ, there were parents 
hanging out there. At 9pm, as the throb-
bing crowd of teenagers kept descending 
deeper into crazy party abandon, jaded 
old me felt too sober to connect or reach 
their level. 
 But there was some magic: the first 
Northern Lights of the season appeared 
at the end of the show. Faint, un-photog-
raphable, but still beautiful, the greenish 
hue outlined an after-show mob waiting 
to meet Sremmurd and Pálmi. 
 I thought about joining them, if only 
to get a selfie, but I held back. You know, 
cups with the ice and we do this every 
night—all that shit. I’ll be back.

At Laugardalshöll, Kings of Leon played 
a variety of songs, but, sadly, only a hand-
ful of tracks from their 2003 debut and 
its 2004 follow-up, ‘Aha Shake Heart-
break’ (their best work by far). Perform-
ing in front of a huge L.E.D. screen that 
showed everything from psychedelic 
splashing paint to retro beach footage, 
the band started the night with “Super-
soaker” from their most recent album. 
They followed up with “Taper Jean Girl” 
from ‘Aha Shake Heartbreak’ and “Fans” 
from 2007’s ‘Because of the Times’. The 
show’s highlight was easily their rendi-

tion of “The Bucket” from ‘Aha’, but after 
that there was nothing that really im-
pressed me. 
 The night came to an end with the 
band playing its biggest hits, with five 
of the last six songs coming from 2008’s 
U2-alike ‘Only By The Night’. The big-
gest crowd reaction came when they 
launched into one of the last decade’s 
worst songs, “Use Somebody,” which 
signalled the end of the main set. As the 
crowed started cheering for more, the 
band sent their roadies up on stage to 
tune their instruments in what proved a 

weird, and kind of lame spectacle. The 
band then predictably wrapped up their 
three-song encore with “Sex on Fire,” 
giving the people what they came for. 
 Kings of Leon took a very workman-
like arena rock approach to their ninety-
minute set, giving a show that ultimately 
proved safe, mediocre and by the num-
bers. Indeed, a quick bout of post-show 
research revealed that the setlist had 
been nearly identical to the one they 
have been performing for the last couple 
of years. 
 Oh, what fun it seems, to be a king.  

MUSIC
THREE OF SUMMER'S HOTTEST SHOWS

A fortnight ago, California rappers Rae Sremmurd arrived in cloudy Reykjavík armed with 
two mics to tear down Laugardalshöll. After the DJ Snoopadelic debacle at that same venue, 
I didn’t dare expect much, but was still excited to see the boys, who were accompanied by 
Retro Stefson, Gísli Pálmi ( <3 ), and New Orleans rapper Pell. 

Kings of Leon and I go way back. I first saw the band play in Sweden in July of 2003, only a 
week before their first LP, ‘Youth & Young Manhood’, hit the shelves. It was at a small festival 
in Malmö and they were young and fired up, giving a really enjoyable performance. After 
the show, a couple of friends and I ran into the band and had a brief chat—they even gave me 
a copy of the ‘Holy Roller Novocaine’ EP that they’d released earlier that year. I went on to 
like their first album, and positively love the second one—however, after their fourth release, 
‘Only By The Night’ (when they went into full-on U2 mode, making a successful run for the 
big leagues), I stopped listening to them altogether. Not my bag. 

Photo Hörður Sveinsson

Photo Anna Domnick

Words Hannah Jane Cohen

Words Óli Dóri
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Rae Sremmurd And  
The No Flex Zone

I used to love them. 



CHECK OUT THE NEW  

REYKJAVÍK CITY MUSEUM  
C OM P R I S I N G  5  TO P  MU S E UMS:

Árbær Open Air Musem

Viðey Island

Reykjavík Museum of 
Photography

Reykjavík Maritime Museum

www.reykjavikcitymuseum.is

The Settlement Exhibition

More information in the  
Museums & Galleries section.

Open 11:30-22:00

saegreif inn. is

 101 Reykjavík   Tel. 553 1500    seabaron8@gmail.com

An absolute 
   must-try!

Saegreifinn restaurant (Sea Baron) is like none other 
in Iceland; a world famous lobster soup and a diverse 
fish selection.

Appropriately, Skúli opened the concert, 
accompanied with a band (ok, a super-
group). The performance was elegant and 
relaxed, well befitting of Skúli's other-
worldly music. For the final song, “Sería,” 
from Skúli's self-titled debut, the headlin-
ers’ Amadeo Pace (who co-wrote it with 
Skúli) joined the stage. This proved a fit-
ting end to the opening act of a concert 
that seemed to place as much importance 
on the bond of friendship between the 
performers as on the music itself. 
 After a short interval, Blonde Redhead 
took the stage and immediately launched 
into the opening notes of “Barragán,” the 
opening and title track of their new album, 
swiftly following it up with “Lady M,” the 
album’s second track. From thereon, the 
band surfed through the entirety of their 
lush catalogue, regularly throwing in 
songs from their latest. 
 Blonde Redhead played well from the 
very first note, and the sound was good 
enough to properly enjoy the fact. De-
livering a tight and convincing set, they 
rarely paused between songs, serving up 
one favourite after another. As the pro-

gramme evolved, the songs got louder, 
and the band’s enjoyment became more 
pronounced as the crowd began dancing, 
everyone clearly having a blast. 
 Halfway through the set’s purported 
closing song, “24,” it became apparent 
that the audience was far from done with 
Blonde Redhead. As the tune wound 
down, the crowd’s rapturous applause 
only grew louder, occasionally breaking 
out in “ENCORE!” type screams. 
 Returned to the stage, singer/guitar-
ist Kazu Makino made a short speech 
expressing the band's gratitude for being 
able to return to Iceland, after playing a 
rather disastrous concert here seven years 
ago. She then solemnly thanked Skúli for 
his continued friendship, before launch-
ing into Blonde Redhead playing a bunch 
more rock n’ roll. 
 Having seen Blonde Redhead per-
form here in Iceland fourteen years ago, 
listened to some of their albums in the 
meantime, and then attending this con-
cert to renew our acquaintance, I was de-
lighted to observe how they have evolved 
from simply being “a good band” into a 

far better one. As instrumentalists, broth-
ers Amadeo and Simone Pace both spec-
tacularly engage their instrument in a very 
personal fashion, while Makino adds a 
certain mystery to the affair, her black hair 
covering her face as she belts out Blonde 
Redhead classics in a high-pitched voice. 
The band's charm is undeniable.
 To this day, Iceland’s Baby Boomer 
contingent continues to meet at Kring-
lukráin to take in cover bands performing 
the hits of their youth. Meanwhile, Reyk-
javík’s punk generation remains dedicated 
to the acts they loved as teenagers. Natu-
rally, Blonde Redhead at Gamla Bíó clear-
ly felt like a sort of mini-revival for those 
who partook in Reykjavík’s indie rock 
scene in the 90s—my own generation. 
Over the course of the show, I recognized 
several familiar faces from dank, legend-
ary concerts at venues like MH College’s 
Norðurkjallarinn, older, perhaps wiser, all 
there to enjoy the music they have loved 
since their teens—and enjoy they did.

JUST GIMME INDIE ROCK, AGAIN

Blonde Redhead have an interesting connection to Reykjavík’s indie scene. Having developed 
an ardent local following trough the years, this visit marked the trio’s fifth concert trip to Ice-
land (quite a feat for a foreign band) since they first graced our stages in 2000. Furthermore, 
Icelandic composer/bassist Skúli Sverrisson used to play with them in their early days—the 
influences they exchanged remain audible, while both parties have developed their own, dis-
tinctive sound. 

Photo Alex Weber

Words Páll Ragnar Pálsson

7MUSIC
REVIEWED, SCRUTINIZED, CONTEMPLATED



Offering fresh Icelandic cuisine in a 
stylish and casual atmosphere in the heart 

of down town Reykjavík.  

isafoldrestaurant . is
Þingholtsstræti 5 - tel: 595 8535

Enjoy our wide variety of feature cocktails 
inspired by the spectacular view from SKÝ.

skylounge.is
Top floor CenterHotel Arnarhvoll - Ingólfsstræti 1 / 595 8545

RESTAURANT
ÍSAFOLD

They were the men of Bears On Ice, and 
they came here to party. Also to sightsee.
 “When someone hears the word 
'Bear,' or thinks of the bear scene, they im-
mediately picture a certain look,” Frosti 
Jónsson, creator and lead organizer of 
this and all previous Bears On Ice events, 
told me. The “look” he refers to is approxi-
mately this: a hairy man with a large, burly 
build, more often bearded than not, and in 
his late thirties to early forties. 
 In reality, this image is just the tip of 
the iceberg. The bear scene has an entire 
subcultural taxonomy, mostly descriptive 
of physical characteristics, and occasion-
ally attitudes. You've got your standard 
issue bears, your daddy bears, your mus-
cle bears, red bears, polar bears; cubs, 
chubs, otters, and pups; foxes, silver foxes, 
wolves, etc. 
 From here, one can expand on each 
category even further (perhaps ad infi-
nitum), incorporating personality traits, 
race and ethnicity, as well as kinks. There 
is even a term for the female friend of a 
bear—she's called Goldilocks (though 
Bears On Ice is a men's only event).

This IS Iceland's  
bear scene

Bears On Ice began simply enough. “In 
Iceland the gay scene is very small,” said 
Frosti, “and at that time [2005] there was 
no bear scene at all—which is the scene 
that I like.” 
 Iceland's small population, and a 
complex combination of other historical 
and contemporary factors, hasn't easily 
allowed for a diversification and prolif-
eration of subcultures within the larger 
LGBTQ+ context. Really, there isn't much 
LGBTQ+ cultural space or scene at all, 
aside from the one massive, yearly Pride 
event, which takes precedence for financ-
ing, scheduling, and manpower. Room for 
smaller events with a more specialised 
target audience is hard to come by. “So in-
stead of waiting around for someone else 
to do it,” Frosti said, “I just did it myself.”
 “I got a message from these two guys 
from London just asking if it was a good 
idea for them to come to Iceland to throw 

a one-off party. But I wanted to make 
something more out of it,” Frosti said. “So 
I decided, 'Let's do three days, and call it a 
Bear Event.'”
 In its first year, eighteen men attended 
Bears On Ice. A success, certainly, but a 
humble one. The event quickly caught 
on, however. By the second year, atten-
dance was in the mid-twenties. In 2015, 
the eleventh iteration of Bears On Ice sees 
upwards of 150 international attendees, 
along with a number of Iceland natives. 
“We've been fortunate to have had very 
likeable men from all over the world come 
in and join us,” Frosti said. “And many of 
them use the opportunity to come visit 
Iceland—to spend an extra few days, do-
ing side trips and sightseeing.” 
 In this way, Bears On Ice demonstrates 
a healthy compromise between Iceland's 
booming tourist industry and a self-
directed, local sub-culture. Rather than 
sacrificing idiosyncratic elements of cul-
tural identity for tourist bucks, Bears On 
Ice has found a healthy merger—provid-
ing a particular cultural experience with a 
chance to view Iceland's natural offerings. 
The full package for the weekend's events 
include a tour of the Golden Circle, and a 
trip to Blue Lagoon.
 And, as with most things in Iceland: “It 
has become a lot bigger, but it's still much 
smaller compared with other interna-
tional bear events,” said Frosti. “We're try-
ing to keep it manageable. You should be 
able to meet people and remember their 
names.” 

Beef. As far as the eye can 
see, beef

One of the weekend's notably meatier 
events was the “top-off party” Friday 
night at Lavabarinn, which exemplified 
many of the positive benefits of such an 
event—body positivity, acceptance and 
nurturance of variety and diversity within 
a community. As Frosti said: “Inclusivity is 
the key word.” 
 Of course there is the added bonus of 
being surrounded by nothing but the type 
of person to whom one is attracted (buffet 
style), but that always seemed secondary 

to the forging and nurturing of social con-
nections. 
 What was most apparent about the 
group was the diversity of age, shape and 
body type, and to some extent race and 
ethnicity (though less diverse in that re-
spect than at other international events). 
All in attendance were equally on display 
in a non-judgmental environment. And, 
ideally, all would feel the same level of 
confidence and comfort. For some, it may 
even be one of the rare occasions when 
they feel so comfortable in their own skin. 
 “Everyone here is so welcoming,” said 
Joe, a self-described “polar bear” from 
the States who flew out with his partner 
for a sightseeing trip. Bears On Ice was 
serendipitous, happening on the same 
weekend. “It's a great group of guys. And 
there's none of what you can sometimes 
get at other bear events—A-list muscle 
bears strutting around, looking down on 
others.”
 This issue of exclusion within the bear 
scene has increased as the subculture has 
grown and evolved. There is a real divide 
that has formed between those obsessed 
with idealized male body image, along 
with maintaining the appearance and an 
air of hegemonic masculinity [-if possi-
ble, please include a picture of shirtless 
Vladimir Putin riding a grizzly bear 
here]—to the exclusion, and derision of 
“feminine” men, trans men, men of colour, 
and overweight men.

 However, these ideals are not at all 
the kind Frosti envisions for Bears On Ice. 
“For us,” he says. “It's all about being ac-
cepted for the way that you are.”
 The afternoon trip to the Golden 
Circle had already made fast friends of 
the Bears On Ice. This helped when there 

The Tip Of The Icebearg

This past weekend, an international cavalcade of burly men inundated the City of Reykjavík 
and its surrounding natural wonders. Who were these burly men? What did they want? Why 
were so many of them wearing cargo shorts? 

Photo Páll Guðjónsson

Words Sam Wright Fairbanks

Grapevine's resident homosexual gives the rundown  
on the beefiest event this side of the 64th parallel 
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DINNER
6 COURSE MENU
STARTS WITH A “REFRESHING“ SHOT 
OF THE NATIONAL SNAPS BRENNIVÍN
FOLLOWED BY A BITE-SIZED TASTE OF PUFFIN 

OCEAN PERCH
Slow cooked ocean perch, beetroot purée, spicy 
butter, serrano ham, beetroot 

MINKE WHALE
Shallot vinaigrette, crispy Jerusalem artichokes 

SEA TROUT 
Yuzu mayo, truffle mayo, crispy quinoa, apple

PLAICE
Samphire, green asparagus, blood orange, lime beurre blanc 

RACK OF FREE RANGE ICELANDIC LAMB
Lamb fillet, leeks, pickled onions, browned celeriac, baked 
carrots, spinach and dill cream 

Dessert by pastry chef Axel Þ.
CHOCOLATE ROSE
Chocolate mousse, raspberry gel, Sacher layer

7.990 kr.

          Austurstræti 16          101 Reykjavík          apotek@apotekrestaurant.is          

ICELANDIC GOURMET MENU
Freshly caught seafood and free range lamb – with a modern twist

FROM 17:00

apotek.is

Amtmannsstíg 1 •  101 Reykjavík • +354 561 3303 • www.torfan.is

experience 
    classical cuisine

were problems with the sound system. 
The top-off party was also successful as 
a shirtless social gathering. And when 
stereo issues were resolved, and the deep 
house offerings of the night got into full 
swing, everyone there was ready and 
willing to let loose—though there wasn't 
much room to spare. 
 When venues like Lava Bar measured 
for capacity, I doubt they envisioned a 
crowd exclusively made up of large men. 
So space for dancing was a hot commod-
ity; everyone got well acquainted with 
their neighbours real quick. 
 

“The best party in the 
basement of a national 
theatre that I've been a 

part of...”

 The largest party of the weekend was 
hosted in the basement of the National 
Theatre—which was the first location 
that was reasonably able to contain the 
combined bulk of the attendees. The night 
began with a DJ set from Frosti himself 
(as Bistro Boy) and DJ Dramatik, whose 
mixes fit the tone of the party to a T—a bit 
darker and harder than your standard gay 
bar fare.
 The night's main performers were 
Icelandic drag queen Gogo Starr, Chicago 
native and frequent New York City per-
former Big Dipper, and DJ Brent Milne to 
close out the night. “We're trying to intro-
duce something new—performers, musi-
cians, DJs. People we haven't seen before 
at other gay events,” Frosti explained. 
 Big Dipper put on a high-energy, 
camp-funny, polished show to rival any 
of his better sets back in the States. It 

seemed, however, that the crowd was 
somewhat split down the middle in its re-
ception. Half were engaged and enjoying 
themselves (some in the know even sing-
ing along), while the other half seemed 
more perplexed than entertained (though 
most were still amused to varying de-
grees).
 Dipper may have been a bit too out-
landish for some of the partygoers—
queer-adjacent, bear-themed hip-hop 
with an accompanying stripping of out-
landish camp costume elements down to a 
red jockstrap. “He's not the kind of act we 
would have in Iceland,” said Frosti. Which 
is the point. Though perhaps a cold open 
for those who'd never come across an act 
like Dipper does run the risk of crowd 
confusion—especially with his millennial 
use of shallow irony to hide deep earnest-
ness, combined with an eagerly bran-
dished hip-hop ego. Still, showcasing and 
celebrating variety is what Bears On Ice is 
all about. 
 The night then turned to dancing in 
the dark by the stage of the National The-
atre, with others in the stands talking over 
the music about their dip in the Blue La-
goon and the natural wonders they’d seen, 
or swapping stories about their lives back 
home and their local bear scenes. Bears 
On Ice truly was what Frosti had hoped 
for and promised: an open, welcoming 
community of international men, no two 
of whom were the same, accepting of and 
willing to engage with difference. 
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ART
OPENINGS

September 11 - 24
How to use the listings: Venues 
are listed alphabetically by day. 
For complete listings and detailed 
information on venues visit listings.
grapevine.is. Send your listings to: 
listings@grapevine.is

Opening
Gallerí Fold
Elinborg Ostermann Exhibit
Watercolour paintings by Elinborg 
Ostermann will be on display at Gallerí Fold.

Opens September 12
Faroese Painter Exhibition
Gallerí Fold will be showing oil pantings 
by four Faroese artists: Birgit Kirke, Finleif 
Mortensen, Össur Mohr, and Eyður av 
Reyni.

Opens September 12

Iðnó
Reykjavík International Literary Festival
Crime Stories on Friday Night
Pierre Lemaitre, Yrsa Sigurðardóttir & Lilja 
Sigurðardóttir—French & Icelandic crime 
novelists—sit down to discuss the crafting 
of crime plots and the delights of the genre.

September 11 at 19:45-20:30
Literary Ball
On the closing night of the festival, audi-
ence and authors alike can comingle, drink, 
dance to the tunes of Royal, and discuss 
literature to their hearts' content. 

September 12 at 22:30-23:55
Nordic House
Reykjavík International Literary Festival
The Environment, the Future and the 
Future of Writing
Science fiction author Kim Stanley 
Robinson and Icelandic author Andri 
Snær Magnason will consider the role of 
literature in relation to the environmental 
issues that face all humans in current and 

future generations.
September 11 at 12:00-12:45

Icelandic Literature as an 
Inspiration
David Mitchell, Emil Hjörvar Petersen, 
and Vilborg Davíðsdóttir discuss their 
relationships with Icelandic literature and 
its influences on their work.

September 11 at 13:00-13:45
Telling Big Stories with Few Words
Ana María Shua and Halldóra Thoroddsen 
will acquaint the audience with their work 
in the genre of microstory, showcasing its 
strengths and wonders.

September 12 at 12:00-12:45
Home Away from Home
Teju Cole and Hassan Blasim will discuss 
their work and the concept of ‘home’ and 
immigration in literary writing.

September 12 at 13:00-13:45
Journalism Is Not A Crime & 
Screening of 'Rosewater'
This event will discuss the issue of journalist 
incarceration. Maziar Bahari is an Iranian-
Canadian journalist and filmmaker, who 
was arrested by Iranian authorities without 
charge during the 2009 Iranian election. 
This talk will be followed by a screening of 
the 'Rosewater', a 2014 film by Jon Stewart 
based on Mazlar's arrest. 

September 12 at 14:00-16:30
The National Gallery 
NÍNA TRYGGVADÓTTIR - POETCAST
An influential Icelandic artist of her 
generation—and one of few women—Nína 
Tryggvadóttir is credited with bringing 
the aesthetics and ideologies of abstract 
expressionism from mainland Europe and 
the States to the then colonial settlement 
of Iceland. This retrospective exhibition will 
show works from her 1938-1967 creative 
period. 

Opens September 18
Runs until December 31

Reykjavík City Library
In The Icelandic Wood
As part of the Northern Marginal Festival, 
this exhibit boasts a multisensory forest 
themed exhibition—combining sound, sight, 
touch, and smell to elicit the diversity of 
the Finnish forest in the Icelandic tundra 
landscape.

Opens September 21
Runs until September 27

Tjarnarbíó
‘Bríet’
Recently premiered at the Reykjavík Dance 
Festival, 'Bríet' uses movement, text, and 
music to communicate the life and work of 
feminist Bríet Bjarnhéðinsdóttir.

September 13
The Drop Dead Diet Dance 
Performance
This dance by Gígja Jónsdóttir and Guðrún 
Selma Sigurjónsdóttir, which premiered 
at the Reykjavík Dance Festival and the 
Lókal Theatre Festival will be restaged at 
Tjarnarbíó theatre.

 September 11 at 20:00 
Tveir Hrafnar Gallery
‘Acrylic on darkness’ by Hallgrímur 
Helgason
One of Iceland’s most famous visual 
artist and writer, Hallgrímur Helgason, is 
exhibiting for the first time in two years 
new works. Nine large paintings, each 
160x120cm, focus on the theme of darkness 
and the different feelings it can provoke.

Opens September 11
Runs Until October 10

Madison Perfumery Reykjavik • Aðalstræti 9 • 101 Reykjavik
tel : +354 571 7800 • www.madison.is

Iceland’s fi rst n iche per f u mer y, 
offeri ng a world class selection of 
the fi nest ar tistic per f u mes and 

cosmetics i n dow ntow n R e y k j av i k

Welcome to our enchanting 
Beauty Room where we offer a 

range of treatements using only 
the finest skin care products

Worried About Vaginas…
Píkusögur (Vagina Monologues)

Gamla Bíó
Ingólfsstræti 2a (E4) | September 14 20:00 | 3,000 ISK

Even in the 21st century, many find cause to be shy when talking 
about the vagina. In 2015, when Icelanders celebrate the centennial 
anniversary of women’s suffrage, may be the perfect year to work on 
bringing the female body into the public sphere. Gamla Bíó is host-
ing the Píkusögur (Vagina Monologues) on September 14, based 
on the American play. 10 performers, including Vanessa Andrea 
Terrazaz, Guðrún Bjarnadóttir and Sigríður Björk Sigurðardót-
tir, will be talking openly their bodies and sharing the good and the 
bad. There will be ten performances, two in English. All proceeds go 
to Stígamót. It’s a good cause and a good show—show up! AJdR

A journey 
through the 
visual world 
of Iceland

The Culture House
Hverfisgata 15 
101 Reykjavík

The exhibition, shop 
and café are open 
daily 10 - 17

Closed on Mondays 
16/9 – 30/4

Illuminated manuscripts, textiles, carvings, 
photographs, paintings and contemporary 
Icelandic art  www.culturehouse.is

The Culture House is part of the National Museum of Iceland 
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The viking:info
Laugavegur 1 · Reykjavík 
Hafnarstræti 1 - 3 · Reykjavík
Hafnarstræti 104 · Akureyri

e:info@theviking.is
www.theviking.is

TAX FREE

Akureyri

Reykjavík

 22
  September

Film

The Pen Is Mightier

In honour of the UN’s International Day of Peace 
(September 21), Loft Hostel will be hosting a 
number of events themed around peace and 
international connections. On September 22, 
Loft Hostel will be screening ‘Malala – A Girl 
From Paradise’, an indie documentary about the 
Nobel Peace Prize winner Malala, who famously 
got shot for standing up for girls' right to educa-
tion and security. Loft Hostel hosts movie nights 
regularly, generally with an environmental theme. 
Popcorn will be provided. AJdR

CRAVING
Download the FREE  

Grapevine Craving APP!

What should you eat in 
Reykjavík? Shake your phone, 

and we will recommend you 
something. 

Malala – A Girl from Paradise’ 
Loft Hostel Bankastræti 7 (E4) | 18:30 | Free!

Two     Weeks
The Grapevine picks the events, places and what to experience in the next two weeks

UNICEF Fundraiser
In case you can't make it to the fundraiser at KEX 
Hostel, or you fancy donating even more, Húrra 
has an event featuring Úlfur Úlfur, Sísí Ey, Mosi 
Musik, Kött Grá Pje, Lay Low, Fox Train Safari, 
and Bellstop. Admission by donation.
Húrra at 19:00

September 15

Pétur Ben
Singer-songwriter Pétur Ben may have toyed 
around with numerous outfits at this point, acting 
as a mentor for several new local talents, but at 
heart he's still an indie boy who sings in that sweet 
Icelandic accent that everyone loves. Expect plenty 
of new material. Admission: 1,500 ISK.
Gaukurinn at 22:00

September 11

 19 
September

Fundraiser / Concert

KEX Gives Back

UNICEF provides humanitarian aid and as-
sistance to children and mothers in developing 
nations. Their funding comes from governments, 
as well as private donors. To help with the cause, 
KEX Hostel is hosting a fundraising event, 
featuring a host of musical acts: the doe-eyed, 
electronic indie-pop master Sin Fang, Icelandic 
post-punkers Mammút, along with FM Belfast, 
Vagina Boys, and Kanilsnældur. This is one 
event you don't want to miss.  SLWF
     Photo by Alexander Ankirskiy

UNICEF Fundraiser
KEX Hostel, Skúlugata 28 (E7) | 21:00 | 2,500 ISK 

2015 is the centennial anniversary of women’s 
suffrage in Iceland, and numerous events have 
already been held to celebrate. One of these will 
be in Græni Hatturinn. Cellist Ásdís Arnardóttir, 
pianist Helga Kvam, and singers Kristjana, Lara 
Sóley Jóhansdóttir and Þórhildur Örvarsdót-
tir will be hosting a show by women, showcasing 
women in music. Icelandic women are highlighted, 
with their songs, compositions and role in the 
growth of Icelandic music celebrated. Guest stars 
include musical women Lay Low, Agnes Erna 
and Elvy G. Hreinsdóttir. AJdR 
                      Photo by: Lukáš Janicík 

Northern Women in Music
Græni Hatturinn, Akureyri | 20:30 | 2,900 ISK

 24
  September

Concert

The Pen Is Mightier

Open mic stand up comedy in English
Every Monday, a group of comedians get together 
and perform a free comedy set in English for expats 
and locals alike. At this point the group seems to 
have gotten through their earlier teething issues, so 
come prepared for a barrel of laughs. Admission is 
always free.
Gaukurinn at 20:30

Every Monday
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Party Every Night.
Cocktails! 

Live Music Every Night! 
50 different kinds of beer. 

Live Sports Coverage
Kitchen open from 11.00.

Ribs - Burgers
Chicken Wings! AUSTURSTRAETI 8  • REYKJAVIK

5

i c e l a n d i c  d e s i g n

          The biggest selection 
             of Icelandic design 
                in Reykjavík’s 
                  oldest house

Kraum - Aðalstræti 10 - 101 Reykjavík - kraum.is

D

B

Useful Numbers

Emergency number: 112
Medical help: 1770
Dental emergency: 575 0505
Information: 1818
Taxi: Hreyfill-Bæjarleiðir: 588 5522
   BSR: 561 0000

 Tax-Free Refund

Iceland Refund, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 564 6400

 Tourist Information

Arctic Adventures, Laugavegur 11,
tel: 562 7000
Tourist Info Centre, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 590 1550
Iceland Excursions – Grayline Iceland, 
Hafnarstræti 20, tel: 540 1300

The Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2, 
tel: 522 4979
Trip, Laugavegur 54, tel: 433 8747

 Pharmacies

Lyf og heilsa, Egilsgata 3, tel: 563 1020
Lyfja, Laugavegur 16, tel: 552 4045 and Lág-
múla 5, tel: 533 2300

 Coach Terminal

BSÍ, Vatnsmýrarvegur 10,
tel: 562 1011, www.bsi.is

 Domestic Airlines

Air Iceland, Reykjavíkurflugvöllur,
tel: 570 3030, www.flugfelag.is
Eagle Air, Hótel Loftleiðir, tel: 562 4200

 Public Transport

The only public transport available in Reykjavík 
is the bus. Most buses run every 20–30 minutes 
(the wait may be longer on weekends) and the 
price per fare is 350 ISK for adults and children. 
Multiple day passes are available for purchase at 
select locations. Complete route map available 
at: www.bus.is. Tel: 540 2700. Buses run from 
07:00–24:00 on weekdays and 10:00–24:00 on 
weekends. Main terminals are: Hlemmur and 
Lækjartorg.
Opening Hours

Bars and clubs: According to regulations, 
bars can stay open until 01:00 on weekdays and 
04:30 on weekends.

Shops: Mon–Fri 10:00–18:00, Sat 10:00–16:00, 
Sun closed. The shopping centres Kringlan and 
Smáralind as well as most supermarkets and 
tourist shops have longer opening hours. 
Swimming pools: Weekdays 06:30–22:00 and 
weekends 09:00–17:00, although each pool 
varies plus or minus a few hours.  
Banks in the centre are open Mon-Fri 09:00-
16:00.

 Post Offices 

Post offices are located around the city. The 
downtown post office is at Pósthússtræti 3–5, 
open Mon–Fri 09:00–18:00. Stamps are also 
sold at bookstores, gas stations, tourist shops 
and some grocery stores.

G

A

ICELANDIC DESIGN

Bankastræti 11 · t 551 2090 · spaks.is
Open Monday-Friday 10-18.30 

Saturdays 10-17

One of the coolest shops in town with an 
Icelandic designer of classical utilitarian 
clothes. Beautiful and unique design. 

Our design is also sold as second hand. 
Sustainable fashion, the pieces will 

last you a lifetime.

2
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Eating

Drinking

Apótek Restaurant

This restaurant is cosy and stylish with 
friendly staff and a South American-infused 
menu. The name joyfully refers to the fact that 
the building used to house a pharmacy in 
days past, and the cocktail menu reflects this, 
split up into painkillers, stimulants, tranquil-
izers and placebos.

Austurstræti 16

.

Places We Like

.

5

Tapas Barinn

For those with a bit of time on their hands, 
the evening is well spent at Tapas Barinn, 
where you can indulge yourself feasting on 
course after delicious course of miniature 
dishes served in true Spanish style. There is 
also a lounge for those who want to hang out 
and sip a fine glass of red.

Geirsgata 9

Vesturgata 3b
3

Café Loki

Café Loki is not only a place where one 
can try all of Iceland’s weird and wacky 
foodstuffs, but also some of its decidedly 
delicious, unweird dishes. It’s a great little 
café that locals love to frequent as well as a 
welcoming place for tourists.

Lokastígur 28

Dillon Whiskey Bar

A mix between grungy and classy, Dillon 
Whiskey Bar dominates their little stretch 
of Laugavegur. Crammed most nights with 
rockers, metalheads, and tourists looking for 
a place to mumble AC/DC songs into their 
beer, Dillon boasts a wide selection of over 
100 whiskies and hosts some of Icelander's 
better hard rock bands on the weekends.

Laugavegur 30

8 Lavabarinn

Lavabarinn is one of only a handful of clubs 
to be found in Reykjavík, and it is split up 
into a basement where DJs play dance 
music all night long, a middle floor with a 
big seating area and an upstairs VIP room 
available for hire. Their cocktail menu 
leaves little to be desired and the place gets 
packed later on, but be warned that you will 
have to adhere to a dress code to get in.

Lækjargata 6a

9Prikið

Prikið is one of those places that shape-shifts. 
It’s a warm café lined with photographs of its 
senior frequenters on weekdays, a hung-over 
hangout on weekend afternoons, and during 
nights it’s filled to the brim with what remains 
of Iceland’s hip-hop scene. Go there in the 
daytime for the cheap burgers; enter at night 
for some OTT hip-hop debauchery, old skool 
and the latest bangers alike.

Bankastræti 12

76

13

1

5

6

3

A popular café on weekdays, on weekends 
Kaffibarinn turns into a ticket for a wild night
out, as the space fills up with the late-night 
souls oozing energy in every corner. With
DJs playing and the occasional rock band, 
the party usually lasts until early morning, yet
often manages to leave you begging for more.

Grandagarður 23
Nestled in a refurbished fishing hut in 
the newly-flourishing area of Grandi, The 
Coocoo’s Nest is a cosy and airy cafe, offer-
ing California-casual brunch, lunch, and din-
ner, with an Italian twist. With large windows 
and light wood throughout, this is perfect for 
a lazy Saturday get-together or an afternoon 
‘aperitivo’ after work. If you are in that part of 
town, head over for a warm-up.

The Coocoo's Nest

Bergstaðastræti 1
Kaffibarinn

7

Ban Thai

Although some claim service at Ban Thai can 
be lacking at times, most have no com-
plaints about the food (indeed, we dubbed 
it Reykjavík’s “best Thai restaurant” in our 
annual BEST OF issue last year). One of the 
few Thai restaurants in Iceland, Ban Thai 
gives the diner a unique experience in both 
atmosphere and cuisine.

4
Laugavegur 130
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Venue Finder
Music & Entertainment

Museums & Galleries

6 7 8 9

Austur
Austurstræti 7 | D3

B5
Bankastræti 5 | E4  
Bar 11
Hverfisgata 18 | E5  
Bíó Paradís 
Hverfisgata 54 | E5  
Bjarni Fel 
Austurstræti 20 | E4

Boston
Laugavegur 28b | E5

Bunk
Laugavegur 28 | E5

Café Rósenberg
Klapparstígur 25 | E5

Coocoo's Nest
Grandagarður 23 | B2 

Den Danske Kro
Ingólfsstræti 3 | E4  
Dillon
Laugavegur 30 | E5 

Dubliner 
Naustin 1-3 | D3  
Dúfnhólar 10
Hafnarstræti 18 | D3  
English Pub
Austurstræti 12 | D3

Frederiksen Ale House
Hafnarstræti 5 | D3 

Gaukurinn 
Tryggvagata 22 | D3

Hressó
Austurstræti 20 | D3

Húrra
Naustin | D3  
Kex Hostel
Skúlagata 28 | E7  
Kaffibarinn
Bergstaðastræti 1 | E4  
Kaldi Bar
Laugavegur 20b | E5  
Kaffi Kigali
Ingólfsstræti 8 | E4  
Kofinn
Laugavegur 2 | E5  
Lavabarinn
Lækjargata 6 | E4  
Loft Hostel
Bankastræti 7 | E4

Paloma
Naustin | D3  
Prikið
Bankastræti 12 | E4

Reykjavík Roasters
Kárastígur 1 | F5

Stofan Café
Vesturgata 3 | D3

Thorvaldsen
Austurstræti 8 | D3

Ölsmiðjan 
Lækjargata 10 | E3

Ölstofan
Vegamótastígur 4 | E5

ART67
Laugavegur 67  |  F7
Mon-Fri 12-18 / Sat
12-16  
Ásgrimur Jónsson 
Museum
Bergstaðastræti 74 | G4
Mon-Fri through Sep 1  
The Einar Jónsson  
Museum
Eiriksgata  |  G5
Tue–Sun 14–17
www.skulptur.is   
Gallerí List
Skipholt 50A  |  H10
M-F 11-18, Sat 11-16 
http://www.gallerilist.is/  
Hafnarborg
Strandgata 34, Haf-
narfjörður
www.hafnarborg.is  
Hannesarholt 
Grundarstígur 10  |  F4
www.hannesarholt.is  
Hitt Húsið 
Gallery Tukt
Pósthússtræti 3-5  |  D4
www.hitthusid.is  
Hverfisgallerí 
Hverfisgata 4 | D4
www.hverfisgalleri.is  
i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16  |  D3
Tue–Fri 11–17 / Sat 
13–17 and by appoint-
ment. www.i8.is  
The Icelandic Phal-
lological Museum
Laugavegur 116  |  F8
www.phallus.is  
Kirsuberjatréð
Vesturgata 4 |  D3
www.kirs.is  
Knitting Iceland
Laugavegur 25 |  E5
www.knittingiceland.is  
Living Art Museum
Skúlagata 28 |  E7
Tue-Sun 12-17
www.nylo.is  
Mengi
Óðinsgata 2  |  F5
www.mengi.net  
Mokka Kaffi
Skólavörðustígur 3A | E5
www.mokka.is  
The National Gallery 
of Iceland
Fríkirkjuvegur 7  |  F3
Tue–Sun 11–17
www.listasafn.is  
The National Museum
Suðurgata 41  |  G2
Open daily 10–17
www.natmus.is
 The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5  |  H2
Tue–Sun 12–17
www.nordice.is
Reykjavík Art Gallery
Skúlagata 30  |  E7
Tue-Sun 14–18  

Reykjavík Art
Museum - 
Hafnarhús 
Tryggvagata 17  |  D3
Open 10-17
Thursday 10-20
Kjarvalsstaðir
Flókagata 24  |  H8
Open 10-17
Ásmundarsafn
Sigtún
Open 10-17
www.listasafnreykja-
vikur.is  
Reykjavík City Library
Tryggvagata 15  |  D3
www.borgarbokasafn.is  
Reykjavík City 
Museum -
Árbæjarsafn
Kistuhylur 4 
Daily tours at 13
The Settlement Exhibi-
tion
Aðalstræti 17  |  D3
Open daily 9–20
Reykjavík Maritime 
Museum
Grandagarður 8  |  B2
Open daily 10-17
Reykjavík Museum of 
Photography
Tryggvagata 15  |  D3
Mon-Thur 12–19 / Fri 12-
18 / Sat–Sun 13–17 
Viðey Island
Ferry from Skarfabakki 
Harbour, Sat-Sun only
www.videy.com  
Saga Museum
Grandagarður 2  |  B2
www.sagamuseum.is  
Sigurjón Ólafsson 
Museum
Laugarnestangi 70
www.lso.is  
SÍM
Hafnarstræti 16 | D3
Mon-Fri 10-16
www.sim.is  
Sólon Bistro
Bankastræti 7a | E4
Mon-Thu 11-23:30
Fri-Sat 11-01
Sun 11-23  
Spark Design Space
Klapparstígur 33 | E5
M-Fri 12-18, Sat 12-16
www.sparkdesign-
space.com  
Tveir Hrafnar 
Baldursgata 12  |  G4
Thu-Fri 12-17, Sat 13-16
www.tveirhrafnar.is  
Wind & Weather 
Gallery
Hverfisgata 37 | E5
www.windandweather.is

New In Town

E

Block Burger

Block Burger is the new kid on the 
block. Hidden away from view on 
Skólavörðustígur, it’s a nice small burger 
joint. It has an industrial warehouse feel, 
with no real seats: they only have bar stools 
and countertops, and go for a simple charm. 
The food isn’t expensive, but is good for the 
value! The menu is basic, which adds to the 
simple charm Block Burger exudes. Also, 
the very best thing about the place, and the 
one reason you should go: waffle fries are 
the standard, and delicious. 

Skólavördustígur 8

13

G

Nordic House
Sturlugata 5 
101 Reykjavik
+354 551 0200
www.aalto.is

NORDIC 
COOL
 at it’s best

 Public Phones

There aren’t many public payphones in the 
city centre. The tourist information centre 
at Aðalstræti 2, City Hall, Kolaportið, 
entrance at Landsbankinn and in Lækjar-
gata. Prepaid international phone cards 
are recommended for int’l callers.

 Internet Access

Most cafés offer free wireless internet 
access. Computers with internet connec-
tions are available to use at:
Ráðhúskaffi City Hall, Tjarnargata 11
Ground Zero, Frakkastígur 8, near 
Laugavegur 45, 
The Reykjavík City Library, Tryggvagata 15

The National and University Library, 
Arngrímsgata 3
Tourist Information Centre, Aðalstræti 2
Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2
Reykjavík Backpackers, Laugavegur 28

 Swimming Pools 

There are several swimming pools in 
Reykjavík. The one in 101 Reykjavík, 
Sundhöll Reykjavíkur, is an indoor one, 
located at Barónsstígur. It features a 
nice sunbathing area and some outdoor 
hot tubs. Opening hours: Mon-Thu from 
06:30–22:00, Fri from 06:30–20:00, 
Sat from 08:00–16:00 and Sun from 
10:00–18:00. 

 Public Toilets

Public toilets in the centre can be found 
inside the green-poster covered tow-
ers located, for example, at Hlemmur, 
Ingólfstortorg, by Hallgrímskirkja, by 
Reykjavík Art Museum, Lækjargata and by 
Eymundsson on Skólavörðustígur. Toilets 
can also be found inside the Reykjavík 
City Hall and the Reykjavík Library.
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Kraum 

Kraum offers the biggest selection of Icelan-
dic design and is situated in Reykjavík's 
oldest house. Kraum sells unique Icelandic 
pieces and you can find everything from 
jewellery, clothing and art pieces to Icelan-
dic chocolates, salts and postcards.

Aðalstræti 10

12JÖR

This high-end men’s fashion boutique caters 
to those whose bodies only tolerate the 
finest fabrics and most delicate of tailoring. 
Head designer Guðmundur Jörundsson, who 
honed his craft in the exclusive haberdasher 
Kormaks & Skjaldar, gives impeccable 
attention to each item, leaving the wearer 
feeling like a million bucks.

Laugavegur 89
11

Macland
Laugavegur 23

10

For all your Apple needs, for purchase and 
repair, you won’t go wrong with Macland. 
Their new digs on Laugavegur are bigger 
and better than ever, ready to offer the best 
service yet.

Shopping

8

11

4



A Guide 
That 
Fucks 
You Up

American Bar
Friday and Saturday from 16:00 to 
19:00.  
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 750 ISK.

Austur
Thursday to Saturday from 20:00 to 
00:00.  
Beer 800 ISK, Wine 800 ISK. 
B5
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 550 ISK, Cider 
700 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Bar 7
Every day from 16:00 to 21:00. 
Beer 350 ISK, Shot 350 ISK.

Bar 11
Friday to Saturday from 21:00 to 01:00. 
Beer 500 ISK.

Bar Ananas
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Cocktails 1,650 ISK.

Barber Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 700 ISK, selected 
cocktails 1,150 ISK.

Bíó Paradís
Every day from 17:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 500 ISK.

Bjarni Fel
Monday to Friday from 21:00 to 23:00. 
2-for-1 Beer 1,090 ISK, single with 
mixer 1,500 ISK.

Boston
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.  
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 650 ISK.

Bravó
Every day from 17:00 to 21:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 750 ISK. 

Brooklyn Bistro & Bar
Every day from 14:00 to 19:00.  
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Bunk Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.  
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 750 ISK.

Café Haiti
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 800 ISK.

Den Danske Kro
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 2-for-1 
Beer 1,000 ISK and Wine 1,200 ISK.

Dillon
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 550 ISK, Wine 700 ISK, Whiskey 
550 ISK.

Dubliner
Every day from 12:00 to 20:00
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 500 ISK  
Dúfnhólar 10
Every day from 17:00 to 22:00. 
Beer 490 ISK, Wine for 700 ISK.  
Einar Ben 
Every day from 17:30 to 20:00. 
Beer 700 ISK, Wine 800 ISK.

English Pub
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 750 ISK.

Frederiksen Ale House
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 2-for-1 
Beer 1,000 ISK and Wine 1,100 ISK.

Forréttabarinn
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 650 ISK.

Gaukurinn
Sun-Thu from 19:00 to 22:00. Fri-Sat 
from 21:00 to 22:00. Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK, Shots 500 ISK.

Glaumbar
Thursday to Saturday from 20:00 to 
00:00. Beer 500 ISK, Shot 390 ISK.

Hótel 1919
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 575 ISK, selected 
cocktails 1,090 ISK.

Hótel Holt Gallery Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 750 ISK, selected 
cocktails 1,200 ISK.

Hótel Natura
Every day from 16:00 to 18:00. 50% off 
all drinks. Beer 550 ISK, Wine 1,000 
ISK, selected cocktails 1,600 ISK.

Hótel Plaza Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 900 ISK.

Hraðlestin
Every day from 16:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 590 ISK, Wine 590 ISK.

Húrra
Every day from 18:00 to 21:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Íslenski Barinn 
Everyday from 16:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 700 ISK, Wine 700 ISK, selected 
cocktails 1,000 ISK.

Iða Zimsen
Every day from 17:00 to 22:00. 
Beer 450 ISK.

Ísafold Bistro 
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 900 ISK.

Kaffibarinn
Every day from 15:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 650 ISK.  
Kaldi Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 650 ISK.

Kiki Queer Bar
Thursday from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Shots 500 ISK.

Kitchen & Wine Bar
Thursday from 16:00 to 18:30. 
Beer 750 ISK, Wine 900 ISK, selected 
cocktails 1,500 ISK.

Klaustur Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 800 ISK, Wine 800 ISK.

Konsúll Café
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 750 ISK, Wine 900 ISK.

Lebowski Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 2-for-1 
Beer 1,100 ISK and Wine 1,100 ISK. 

Loft Hostel Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.  
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

MarBar
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Matur og Drykkur
Thursday to Sunday, 21:00-22:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 500 ISK.

Micro Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 700 ISK.

Nora Magasin
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 600 ISK.

Public House
Every day from 14:00 to 19:00.  
Beer 495 ISK, Wine 695 ISK.

Prikið
Monday to Friday from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 500 ISK.

Rio Sportbar 
Every day from 12:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 750 ISK, Wine 800 ISK.

SKY Bar & Lounge  
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 900 ISK.

Skúli Craft Bar
Every day from 14:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 700 ISK, Wine 1,000 ISK.

Slippbarinn
Every day from 15:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 600 ISK, selected 
cocktails 1,000 ISK.

Sólon Bistro
Every day from 15:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Sushisamba 
Every day from 17:00 to 18:30. 
Beer 645 ISK, Wine 745 ISK.

Tíu Dropar
Every day from 18:00 to 21:00. 2-for-1 
Beer 1,000 ISK and Wine 1,000 ISK.

Tacobarinn
Mon-Sat from 16:00 to 18:00.
Fri-Sat from 22:30 to 23:30.
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.  
Uno
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 545 ISK, Wine 600 ISK.  
Uppsalir
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. 2-for-1 
Beer 950 ISK and Wine 1,200 ISK.  
Vínsmakkarinn
Monday to Sunday from 17:00 to 20:00.
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Ölstofan
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 490 ISK, Wine 890 ISK, gin & 
tonic 990 ISK.

Download the  
FREE Grapevine 
Appy Hour app!
Every happy hour in 
town in your pocket. 
Available in the App 
Store and on the 
Android Market.

ASIAN INSPIRED GASTROPUB
KITCHEN OPEN UNTIL 23:00

HAPPY HOUR 14–19

GIN&TONIC V2
Gin | Thyme 

| Lemon | Tonic
| Homemade

siracha sauce

BEST GIN&TONIC
IN TOWN

15%
discount off

Gin&Tonic V2
with this coupon

PUBLIC HOUSE – GASTROPUB
Laugavegur 24 | #publichouse101
publichouse.is

Every year around the beginning of July, we make a BEST OF REYKJAVÍK ISSUE celebrating 
some of what makes Reykjavík-life worthwhile, posting some good entries into a hopefully never-
ending discussion. The following are some nice tips we pulled from BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2014 

which you can read in full at www.grapevine.is.

This is the one category where we’ve had 
no repeats from year-to-year, because 
there are just so many Must-Try Dining 
Experiences in Reykjavík! As fun as the 
sheep heads and whale kebab may be, 
we wanted to highlight something a little 
more elegant this time around. Jómfrúin 
is a place which wears its colonial past 
proudly: the focus is on Danish open-
faced sandwiches (smørrebrød). But the 
place is as Icelandic as it gets and walking 
into Jómfrúin you are immediately 
transported to 1985 Reykjavík. The place 
attracts a slightly older, upper-middle-
class crowd (although they aren’t afraid 
to tie off a few Danish schnapps on a 
Saturday afternoon if the mood takes 
them).

Best Boutique 
Aurum

best of r ey k jav ík

Bankastræti 12 Bankastræti 4

This is one of those little shops that 
just draws you in from the outside. 
With one side of its vitrine dedicated 
to gorgeous designer jewellery and the 
other carefully decorated with an array 
of design products, accessories and toys, 
it’s simply irresistible. Inside they boast 
a great array of high-quality local design 
products, alongside French perfumes, 
cool Scandinavian bags, and a variety 
of products for the household. You can 
always expect to get something really 
nice there, whether you’re treating 
yourself or someone you love.

Best Hangover Meal 
Hangover Killer at Prikið

Best Gallery
i8

Reykjavík is home to a wide range of 
small galleries, from artist-run project 
spaces to commercial galleries, with new 
ones springing up or vanishing quite 
regularly. But amongst this flourishing/
turbulent scene, i8 is a constant. Their 
programme changes every month, often 
offering work by two artists at once from 
i8’s roster of Icelandic and international 
artists. The gallery has a distinct 
aesthetic despite spotlighting a wide 
range of multimedia practise, unified 
by an experimental, playful spirit. This 
seems necessary in the sometimes po-
faced and academic art world, and this 
enjoyable irreverence has made i8 a well-
known organisation overseas. The panel 
remarked on the clockwork efficiency of 
their programme, and the sheer quality 
of the work on offer. So despite some 
promising competition, i8 is a clear 
winner.

Tryggvagata 16

Dining and 
Grubbing

Activities and
Funtimes

Shopping and
Commerce

A list of every 
Happy Hour in  
101 Reykjavík



The country’s largest 
museum of cultural history 
featuring a permanent exhibition on Iceland’s 
history from settlement to present day as well 
as temporary exhibitions e.g. on photography. 

the national 
museum of 
iceland

open
Winter (16. September-30.April) 
Tuesday-Sunday 11-5 
Summer (1. May-15.September) 
Daily 10-5 

www.thjodminjasafn.is | Suðurgata 41 | 101 Reykjavík

Experience 
Icelandic Art 
and Design

Gerðarsafn -  
Kópavogur Art Museum 
Hamraborg 4, Kópavogur
Open 11–17 / Closed on Mondays
www.gerdarsafn.is

Hönnunarsafn Íslands 
/ Museum of Design 
and Applied Art
Garðatorg 1, Garðabær
Open 12–17 / Closed on Mondays
www.honnunarsafn.is

Hafnarborg 
/ The Hafnarfjordur Centre 
of Culture and Fine Art
Strandgata 34, Hafnarfjörður
Open 12–17 / Thursdays 12–21
Closed on Tuesdays
www.hafnarborg.is

Route 40 takes you to

on your way to the Blue Lagoon

KEEPERS   
Icelandic design highlights, 
from the Collection

The World Without Us
August 28th – October 25th
Exhibition of works that address 
ideas about the universe 
by eight icelandic artists from 
different generations.

New Release
August 13th – September 27th
Where does music come from, 
and how is it released? Is music 
an exception to the rule or the 
greatest law of all? Are we 
composers or, perhaps, just 
instruments?

Route 40

15
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Ongoing
Anarkía
‘Secret Garden’ by Georg Douglas
This exhibit of vivid, trippy paintings is 
inspired by nature of the floral kind, as well 
as the artist’s career as a scientist, Irish 
dancing, and the Icelandic summer light.

Runs until September 13
ART67
Guest artist of the month: Kári 
Sigurdsson
Kári Sigurðsson is a self-taught traditional 
painter, whose works most often utilize oil 
and pastel paints. The bulk of his works 
are inspired by and depict Icelandic nature, 
weather, and human development amongst 
these forces. 

Runs until September 30
Ásgrímur Jónsson Collection
‘In The Light Of The Days’ by 
Ásgrímur Jónsson
The works of the late Ásgrímur Jónsson 
cover huge swaths of the history of Iceland. 
The interpretation of the seen and the 
unseen, landscape, and oral tradition 
were some of his main topics throughout 
his career, which spanned the first half 
of the twentieth century. His paintings 
and drawings reflect sincere love for the 
country and the nation, and the works 
chosen for this exhibition reflect the scope 
of the artist’s themes.

Runs until September 15
ASÍ Art Gallery
Installations by Guðrún Hrönn 
Ragnarsdóttir
Guðrún Hrönn Ragnarsdóttir's instillations 
uses photo, film, and flowers to create 
pieces inspired by nature and gardens from 
real life, world travels, and memory. 

Runs until September 27
Guest artist of the month: Jóhanna 
Kristbjörg
The works of Jóhanna Kristbjörg Sýningu 
combine a variety of different media—
paintings and sculptures with a variety of 
physical structures, sizes, shapes, colours—
mixed with video, sound and space. 

Runs until September 27
Café Flora
'Botany' by Þórgunnur Oddsdóttir
Þórgunnur Oddsdóttir is the kind of 
artist who tries everything at least once. 
Her newest work, entitled ‘Botany’, uses 
organic elements—twigs, leaves, branches, 
flowers—and rearranges them in inorganic 
ways. 

Runs until September 24
Ekkisens Art Space
‘Occupation II’ by various artists
‘Occupation II’ is a pop-up gallery of works 
by various artists, curated by Ekkisens Art 
Space. This second edition takes place in a 
two story, 100-year-old residential property 
at Bergstaðastæti 25. 

Runs until Evicted! 
The Einar Jónsson Museum
The museum contains close to 300 
artworks including a beautiful garden with 
26 bronze casts of the artist’s sculptures.

On permanent display
Gallerí Skilti
‘Al Dente’ by Tuomas A. Laitinen
This multimedia exhibition combines light, 
sound, and video, and is inspired by the 
artist’s time in China; in particular, by his 
findings in “hutong” (narrow paths or 
valleys) in Beijing. The exhibit explores the 
constant overlapping of new and old in 
China, and the distorted and often absurd 
messages on signs outside food vendors in 
the area thanks to Google Translate.

Runs until December 15
Gallery Tukt (Hitt Húsið)
‘The Signals’ by Sindra “Sparkle” 
Frey
Sindra “Sparkle” Frey’s mulstifasceted & 
often pop-culture-referential oil paintings 
are on display (and some are even for sale) 
at Gallerí Tukt. Do you read her?!

Runs until September 12 
Gerðuberg Cultural Centre
‘Finger Dexterity’ by Fanney, 
Óskar Henning og Sigurður Helgi 
Valgarðsbörn
On exhibition is the work of these 
skillful siblings, including silver jewelry, 
candlesticks, and much more, all made 
with excellent craftsmanship.

Runs until September 27
Hornið
‘Take Two’ by Jóhann Vilhjálmsson
Part artist, part musician, and part chef, 
Jóhann is a true jack-of-all-trades. His 
mediums are pastels and ink, and he 
gravitates towards bold, bright colours. His 
subjects range from people, to landscapes, 

*~*~*BÍÓ*~*~*
Reykjavík International Film Festival

Various Venues!
September 24 – October 4 | Admission: 11,500 ISK for a Festival Pass

scenes and more, but all have a surrealist 
quality in common.

On permanent display
Hverfisgallerí
Selected Works by Davíð Örn 
Halldórsson 
Hverfisgallerí is be showing selected works 
by painter / sculptor Davíð Örn Halldórsson. 
He combines various forms and materials, 
creating bold colours, patterns, and 
psychedelic shapes.

Runs until October 3
i8 Gallery
‘Works from 1971 – 1989’ Kristján 
Guðmundsson 
i8 presents early works by drawer and 
painter Kristján Guðmundsson. Kristján 
works with two and three dimensional 
forms and their relationship with graphite, 
time, and space—to question and expand 
the limits of illustration into the realm of 
sculpture. 

Runs until October 25
Icelandic Printmakers 
Association 
‘Spektrum’ by Ásdís Kalman
'Spektrum', a new exhibition of oil paintings 
by Ásdís Kalman, is intent on capturing and 
depicting the depict fluidity of power, as 
well as the artist's memories of lights.

Runs until September 27
Kopavogur Art Museum—
Gerðasafn
New Release—Various Artists
New Release is an exhibition of answers 
to the question “Where does music 
come from?” provided by a multitude of 
international and Icelandic artists, and 
curated by Nadim Samman. Einar Torfi 
Einarsson og Þráinn Hjálmarsson will have 
an artist talk on September 13 at 15:00.

Runs until September 27
Living Art Museum (Nýló)
‘Adorn’ 
Using the work of all female artists and 
the curation of Becky Forsythe, ‘Adorn’ 
addresses the idea of ornamentation 
and the question of everyday beauty. The 
exhibition is part of the series ‘Women 
in Nýló’ and presents works by Anna 
Líndal, Erla Silfá Þorgrímsdóttir, Hildur 
Hákonardóttir, Svala Sigurleifsdóttir and 
Þóra Sigurðardóttir.

Runs until September 15
Museum of Design & Applied Art
‘Keepers’ 
This exhibit focuses on the collections in 
the Museum of Design and Applied Art, 
displaying a few key pieces, and explores 
how and why the museum curates the 
works that it does. The title refers both 
to the objects themselves, the ones 
worth keeping, as well as the people who 
preserved them, kept them, and eventually 
gave them to the museum for safekeeping.

Runs until June 10, 2016
The National Gallery
‘From the Rustic to the Selfie’
The National Gallery contains about 1,000 

portraits by both Icelandic and foreign 
artists—some modern, some centuries 
old. This exhibition will feature selected 
portraits from the gallery, and asks viewers 
to contemplate the human image from both 
historical and personal perspectives.

Runs until September 6
‘Jacqueline with a Yellow Ribbon’ by 
Pablo Picasso
Picasso’s widow, Jacqueline Roque 
Picasso, has given her portrait as a gift 
to the President of Iceland. This portrait 
is considered to be one of Picasso’s 
most unusual, and is highly sought after 
worldwide.

Runs until January 4, 2016
‘Saga - Narrative Art’ 
Curated by Norbert Weber and Halldór 
Björn Runólfsson, this exhibit explores 
the use of narrative in Icelandic visual art, 
presenting work from Björk, Dieter Roth, 
Ragnar Kjartansson, Erró, among others. 
There are guided tours every Tuesday and 
Friday at 12:10.

Runs until September 6
The National Museum of Iceland
Bible Exhibit
This is an exhibit celebrating the 200 year 
anniversary of the Icelandic Bible company 
(Biblíufélagið). On display are many antique 
Bibles owned by the National Museum and 
the company itself.

Runs until December 31
‘A Woman’s Place’ 
This exhibition takes a look into the lives of 
women from 1915 to 2015, and questions 
what role women have had and currently 
have in Icelandic society.

Runs until December 31
‘The Making Of A Nation’
This exhibition is intended to provide 
insight into the history of the Icelandic 
nation from Settlement to the present day.

On permanent display 
‘Nesstofa - House and History’
Nesstofa is one of the oldest stone 
buildings in Iceland, and this exhibition 
discusses the construction and repair 
history of the historical structure. Because 
it was once a pharmacy, there are many 
showings of Icelandic herbs used not only 
for medicine but also for nutrition and 
health.

Runs until December 31
‘What Is So Interesting About it?’ 
In celebration of the 100th anniversary of 
women gaining the right to vote in Iceland, 
this exhibit presents examples of the work 
and struggles women have faced since 
gaining that suffrage. This show celebrates 
women who have achieved in fields that 
were previously dominated by men, such as 
politics, business, arts, and sports. 

Runs until December 31
‘I - Portraits’ by Valdimar Thorlacius
In this exhibit, Valdimar Thorlacius presents 
portraits of Icelandic loners, hermits and 
recluses and their living spaces. Aiming to 
provide a glimpse into the life of those who 

This year's Reykjavík International Film Festival is screening 
46 film submissions in five categories from twenty-one countries, 
including New Zealand, Japan, Colombia, and Palestine—as well 
as from right here in Iceland. As well as screenings, there will be a 
whole host of Q&A sessions, panel discussions, and masterclasses 
to see inside the diverse and complex world of the film industry, 
the creative process, the art of screenwriting, and more. And if 
that's not enough, don't miss out on the Swim-in Cinema or the 
Film Concert, where bands will play live over a projection of a clas-
sic.  SLWF
          Still from 'Those Who Fall Have Wings'
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HISTORIC EXHIBITION              RESTAURANT •  SHOP •  ACTIVITIES

The Saga Museum brings the Viking age to life. There you’ll walk 
among some of Iceland’s most famous heroes and infamous villains 
portrayed in their defining moments; the Viking settlement in 874, 
Leif the Lucky’s discovery of America, the founding of the world’s 
first parliament and the epic clan feuds that marked the settlement. 
This is as close as you’ll ever get to meeting Vikings in the flesh. 

Saga Museum •  Grandagarður 2 •  101 Reykjavík

Tel.: (+354) 511 1517 •  Open: Daily from 10 to 18

www.sagamuseum.is

Try on the clothes and 
weapons of the Viking 

age. Great fun and a 
great photo opportunity.

The shop has a wide 
selection of traditional 

Viking handiwork, 
souvenirs and clothing.
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live in seclusion, Valdimar shows subjects 
in both rural and urban Iceland.

Runs until December 31
‘Bundled Up In Blue’
This exhibition is centred around new 
archeological findings from bones believed 
to belong to a woman from the settlement 
era, discovered in 1938 in East Iceland. 
New research provides answers as to the 
age of the woman in question, where she 
came from, together with indications of 
what she may have looked like and how 
she would have dressed.

Runs until December 31
Reykjavík Art Museum - 
Ásmundarsafn
‘Artistic Inclination’ by Ásmundur 
Sveinsson
Works that span the entire career of 
sculptor Ásmundur Sveinsson (1893-1982) 
from when he was a student at the Sate 
Academy in Sweden to abstract pieces 
created towards the end of his life. His 
work is inspired by nature, literature, and 
the Icelandic people.

Runs until October 4
Reykjavík Art Museum - 
Hafnarhús
‘Áfangar’ by Richard Serra
Richard Serra unveiled his environmental 
art installation on Viðey Island 25 years ago. 
In honour of the anniversary, Hafnarhús 
presents an exhibition of Richard’s 
drawings and graphic works, as well as film 
and photographs from ‘Áfangar’ on Viðey.

Runs until September 20

‘bears; truths…’ by Kathy Clark
Using teddy bears discarded by Reykjavík 
children, Kathy develops a narrative about 
life’s journey. Throughout her career, she 
has shown work in Iceland and the United 
States, and is the founder of two window 
galleries in downtown Reykjavík.

Runs until October 18
‘Erró and Art History’
The exhibition provides an insight into 
the work of the Icelandic painter Erró. He 
maintains a style that fluctuates between 
surrealism and pop art, integrating 
elements of comics and science fiction. This 
exhibition presents works in which he has 
borrowed images and fragments of pictures 
by some of the leading artists in history, 
such as Picasso and Léger.

Runs until September 27
Kunstschlager Chamber 
The art initiative Kunstschlager has 
moved all of its activities into the upper 
level of Hafnarhús. This offers visitors the 
opportunity to walk around, pause and 
experience the ambiance of Kunstschlager. 
The space is devoted to audio and video 
works, two- and three-dimensional pieces, 
as well as specially-designed Kunstschlager 
furniture, on which guests can comfortably 
relax.

Runs until September 21
‘MIX’ by Þórdís Erla Zoëga & Þór 
Sigurþórsson
This mixed-media exhibit uses mirror 
installations and other works to play with 
people’s perception to reflect on issues 

such as intimacy, balance, and one’s sense 
of right and wrong.

Runs until September 20
‘Process & Pretense’ by Magnús 
Sigurðarson
Best known for his pop-culture-referencing 
photographic series and video art, Magnús 
Sigurðarson addresses in this exhibit the 
universal human yearning for the sublime.

Runs until October 18
'Wiolators'
This international group formed in Gerrit 
Rietveld Academy, Amsterdam, and hosts 
yearly exhibits in different countries.

Runs until September 21
Reykjavík Art Museum - 
Kjarvalsstaðir
‘Marginalia—texts, sketches, and 
doodles in Kjarval’s art’ 
This exhibit dives into Jóhannes S. Kjarval’s 
personal world, presenting drawings, letters 
and writings collected over the artist’s life. 
By showing everything from sketches on 
envelops to doodles on paper napkins, this 
exhibit hopes to allow the viewer to enter the 
intimate and eccentric world of Kjarval.

Runs until November 29
Women’s Time - Here and Now Thirty 
Years Later
An exhibition of art by Icelandic women to 
commemorate the centennial anniversary of 
women’s suffrage. The artists collaborated 
30 years ago in an exhibition called Here 
and Now to increase the visibility of 
women’s art, and now come together again 
to demonstrate their creative processes, 
spanning back 30 years. On September 18 at 
noon, curator Anna Jóa will host a talk about 
the exhibition, to go into detail about the 
artists and their works.

Runs until November 29
Reykjavík City Hall
Female Achievements
Female Achievements is an exhibit in City 
Hall that stands are the intersection of many 
exhibits commemorating women’s suffrage. 
It aims to show visitors how much women 
have achieved in the past century, and how 
far they’ve come. There are exhibitions on 
female appearance and dress, feminist 
movements, gender roles, female literature, 
and a lot more. 

Runs until September 30
Genderplay
One of the City Hall exhibitions to 
commemorate women’s voting rights. 14 
artists work with the diversity of feminism 
and their lived experiences in a feminist 
context. They give their reflections on 
individuals in a society which is constantly 
framing gender in different ways.

Runs until September 30
Reykjavík City Museum
Reykjavík 871 +/- 2
Archaeological findings from ruins of one 
of the first houses in Iceland and other 
excavations in the city centre, open daily 
09:00-20:00.

On permanent view
‘Settlement Sagas - Accounts from 
manuscripts’
This special exhibition is held in 
collaboration with the Árni Magnússon 
Institute for Icelandic Studies. At the centre 
of this special exhibition are rarely seen 
manuscripts that tell the history of the 
settlement of Reykjavík.

On permanent display
Reykjavík Maritime Museum
‘Rough seas’ by Þröstur Njálsson
This amateur photography exhibit gives 
the viewer a glimpse into the life of a 
contemporary seaman through Þröstur’s 
work on a fishing trawler that sails through 
rough and calm waters alike. ‘Rough Seas’ is 
Þröstur’s second photography exhibition.

Runs until September 20
‘Seawomen - the fishing women of 
Iceland, past and present’
This new exhibition, in celebration of the 
centennial anniversary of women’s suffrage 
in Iceland, explores Icelandic women at 
sea. It is based on research conducted by 
the anthropologist Dr. Margaret E. Willson, 
who discovered that Icelandic women have 
been working at sea since the mid-900s. The 
exhibit presents not only historical material 
but also interviews with Icelandic women 
who work in the fishing industry today.

On permanent display
‘From Poverty to Abundance’
Photos documenting Icelandic fishermen at 
the turn of the 20th century.

On permanent display
The History of Sailing
Iceland’s maritime history that showcases 
the growth of the Reykjavík Harbour.

On permanent display
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How Much Is That Lego In The Window?
'Popo & Co' by Serge Comte

Wind And Weather Window Gallery
Hverfisgata 37 (E5) | Until October 29 | Free!

There’s this character Serge Comte made up who has many 
faces. Sometimes he has three heads, sometimes he has an afro, 
and sometimes he’s an unsuccessful (this is important, take note) 
magician. The man in this window installation on Hverfisgata 
has come a long way from his humble beginnings in a computer 
in 1992, evolving into the real world (Lego!) person in 1999. The 
rabbits are out of control, and the man is losing his head(s). 
Constructed entirely from Lego pieces, this window installation 
displays the different faces of Serge Comte’s unique character.  
AJdR



E L E G A N T  P R E M I S E S  I N
T H E  H E A R T  O F  R E Y K J A V I K

B R U N C H  -  L U N C H  A N D  D I N N E R  M E N U  -  L O C A L  A N D  F O R E I G N  D I S H E S  -  B A R

B A N K A S T R Æ T I  7 A  -  1 0 1  R E Y K J AV Í K  -  T E L .  5 6 2  3 2 3 2

Learn Icelandic
at Mímir
Autumn Term
Spring Term

Summer Term
Level 1–5

www.mimir.is  -  Tel: 580 1800

Höfðabakki 9 Entrance to
Mímir-símenntun

Höfðabakki 9, 110 Reykjavík    
Bus line no. 6 from city centre and 

bus line no. 12 from Breiðholt

Öldugata 23, 101 Reykjavík

Vesturlandsvegur

EAST
CITY

CITY
CENTRE

Quality - Experience - Dedication

RESTAURANT- BAR

7.590 kr.

Vesturgata 3B | 101 Reykjavík | Tel: 551 2344 | www.tapas.is

Taste the best
of Iceland ...

... in one amazing meal

ICELANDIC GOURMET FEAST 
Starts with a shot of the infamous 
Icelandic spirit Brennívín

Followed by 7 delicious tapas 
Smoked puffin with blueberry “brennivín” sauce

Icelandic sea-trout with peppers-salsa

Lobster tails baked in garlic

Pan-fried line caught blue ling 
with lobster-sauce

Grilled Icelandic lamb Samfaina

Minke Whale with cranberry & malt-sauce

And for dessert 
White chocolate "Skyr" mousse with passion 
fruit coulis

late night dining
Our kitchen is open
until 23:30 on weekdays
and 01:00 on weekends
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The Coast Guard Vessel Óðinn
This vessel sailed through all three Cod 
Wars and has also served as a rescue ship 
to more than 200 ships.

On permanent display
The Reykjavík Museum of 
Photography
‘All the signs indicated’
This exhibit features the work of six 
photographers including Agnieszku 
Sosnowska, Bára Kristinsdóttir, and 
others. Each of the pictures includes the 
photographers themselves, and aims 
to capture their feelings and personal 
experiences.

Runs until September 13
‘Traces of Life: The Subjective and 
Personal in Photography Today’
The exhibition consists of photographs by 
Agnieszka Sosnowska, Bára Kristinsdóttir, 
Daniel Reuter, Hallgerður Hallgrímsdóttir, 
Kristina Petrošiut�and Skúta. It turns the 
lens around and makes the photographer 
the subject by looking into their personal 
lives and emotions. There will be a special 
artists' talk with Bára Kristinsdóttir 
and Kristína Petrosiute this Saturday, 
September 12, at 14:00. 

Runs until September 13
Spark Design Space
'New Iceland' by Bjarni H. 
Þórarinsson
Bjarni's new photography exhibit features 
landscape photos taken on single-use 
cameras, arranged in a manner described 
as "visual constructive poetry."

Runs until September 19

Spöngin
‘Re-Booking’ by Arkir
This exhibit features book art from eight 
artists, all members of the all-women 
group Arkir. The artists used methods 
including paper folding, cutting and 
blotting techniques in order to re-work old 
books into new creations.

Runs until October 3
Studio Stafn
The Navel of my Universe
Rakel Steinarsdóttir has a new exhibit, 
featuring colorful art with broad strokes 
using children´s clothes instead of 
oil. Her art focuses on time-based 
recontextualisations of everyday items.

Runs until September 20

We reached out to Iceland’s programme 
director, Janus Bragi Jakobsson, who says 
that in addition to six films competing 
in three categories, there are numerous 
Iceland centric events. This includes a 
retrospective where older short and doc 
films are screened, showing the Icelandic 
community’s achievements; an Icelandic 
party with all-female rap group Reykja-
víkurdætur and electronica band Samaris; 
Björk’s ‘Biophilia’ project, which will have 
ongoing seminars throughout the festi-
val for children; an artist talk with Kitty 
Von-Sometime of The Weird Girls Proj-
ect; a Masterclass with composer Jóhann 
Jóhannsson; and a special event with di-
rector Ísold Uggadóttir. “It’s safe to say 
Iceland will have a noticeable presence at 
the festival,” he says.
 Although he wasn’t responsible for 
picking the competing Icelandic films, 
Janus says he’s very proud of all them, in 
particular how five out of six are directed 
by women, which he feels resonates well 
with the ongoing debate on womens’ role 
in the Icelandic film industry. In preparing 
the programme, Janus spent a lot of time 
watching Icelandic short films and docu-
mentaries and says there were a couple of 
elements that they had in common.
 “We focus a lot on the past and lost 
time, to the point of being nostalgic in 

both our choice of subject and how we 
approach it,” he says. “Our films also often 
tell the story of people outside of tradition-
al society and their battles with elements 
larger than themselves.”

--

The festival is held in Malmö, Sweden, 
September 18-23. 42 films compete in 
three categories. The Icelandic films 
nominated are:

Best Nordic documentary: 
‘I Want To Be Weird’ by Brynja Dögg 
Friðriksdóttir, and ‘Kitchen Sink 
Revolution’ by Halla Kristín Einarsdóttir.

Best Nordic short film:
‘You and Me’ by Ása Hjörleifsdóttir, 
and ‘The Pride of Strathmoor’ by Einar 
Baldvin.

Best new Nordic voice:
‘Zelos’ by Thoranna Sigurdardottir, 
and ‘Playing With Balls’ Nanna Kristín 
Einarsdóttir.  

 - GABRÍEL BENJAMIN

Iceland Centre Stage At Nordic Film Festival
Nordisk Panorama, September 18-23

The long-standing Nordic short & doc film festival, Nordisk 
Panorama, has a special focus on Icelandic films this year. 
Serving as a hub for the Nordics as well as a film contest, the 
festival has promoted independent short films and documentaries 
from the Nordic countries for 26 years now.
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Ingólfur 
Arnars-
son +

Austurvegur 42, 710 Seyðisfjörður, www.skaftfell.is

Skaf t fe l l  –  Center  fo r  V isua l  A r t

Open daily

Admission is free

Jul-Aug
12.00 – 18.00

Sep-Oct
12.00 – 16.00

Þuríður Rós 
Sigurþórs-
dóttir

And by appointment
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However, while the production values 
were top-notch, much of the festival was 
somewhat inaccessible—much like most 
contemporary art. Art is a peculiar indus-
try in that it’s not a product that needs to 
be sold to an audience-consumer, which 
is good because modern dance doesn’t sell 
like hotcakes. But, as I was happily going 
from one show to the next at an amazing 
festival—one I had to continually remind 
my Reykjavík-dwelling friends was even 
happening—I started to think dance could 
benefit from a bit more popular appeal.
 Unlike Michael Bay movies or mon-
ster truck rallies, the success or failure of 
art cannot be judged solely by ticket sales, 
but rather by factors such as the unique-
ness or ingenuity of the work and the nar-
rative it communicates. Yet, success or 
failure within the art industry is judged 
by entertainment value, and yes, tickets 
sold. “Every Body’s Spectacular” was a 
resounding success filled with innovative 
and conceptual pieces.
 Each audience was made up of danc-
ers, actors and the general public, reflect-
ing the collaborative nature of the festival. 
Some shows managed to appeal to all 
three demographics without sacrificing 
artistic integrity, and it makes me ponder 
what makes a good dance performance. 
Is it a show that wows seasoned dancers, 
while leaving casual attendees amazed? 
Or is it perhaps possible to find something 
that both groups will equally enjoy? 

‘‘Bríet’

I also attended a performance by Anna 
Kolfinna Kuran, based on letters writ-
ten by Icelandic suffragette and women’s 
rights activist Bríet Bjarnhéðinsdóttir 
(1856-1940). Entitled ‘Bríet: Up With the 

Skirts’, the piece was staged as part of the 
“Firsts” series, which brings together Ice-
landic dance and performance makers in 
the spirit of the RDF and Lókal collabora-
tion. 
 In true Icelandic fashion, the show be-
gan a few minutes late, so when the doors 
opened the whole audience was assem-
bled in the lobby of the small black box 
theatre at Iceland Academy of the Arts. 
We shuffled in, leaving no seat unclaimed; 
clearly I wasn’t the only one interested in 
the piece. 
 As we filed in, the four perform-
ers were already stood like statues on 
the stage, surrounded by old suitcases 
that would be used as props. They were 
dressed in simple turn-of-the-century 
clothing—think Downton Abbey maids on 
their days off. 
 The show began with soft yet dramatic 
violin music. For me, this was a welcome 
choice, being both period-appropriate 
and lacking the pounding rythm popu-
lar with many other performances I had 
caught at the festival thus far. The move-
ment was subtle and breathy, and it made 
use of flocking patterns. The first act had 
the dancers moving around the stage with 
suitcases, moving the bags from one spot 
to the next: a less than discrete symbol of 
19th century women’s baggage. 
 The set design for the section detailing 
Bríet’s founding of Kvennablaðið, a wom-
en’s newspaper in Reykjavík, was visually 
very interesting. The performers pulled 
long pieces of parchment paper out of the 
suitcases and painted a simple version of 
the pattern found at Bríetartorg, based on 
a sewing pattern designed by Bríet herself. 
In my opinion, this was a great outcome of 
the dance-theatre collaboration, one that 
would likely not have been executed so 
well were the show distinctly one or the 
other.
 The show had a few other high-
lights, including a section where three 
Bríets taunted the fourth performer, now 
dressed as a male editor, with paper air-
planes, as well as two segments that drew 
connections to #freethenipple. I won-
dered what Bríet herself might think of 

the campaign, and later put the question to 
Anna Kolfinna. “It has come up a lot in our 
time working on the piece. Although her 
ideas were very progressive at the time, 
she also held tightly onto tradition, and 
was in a way quite conservative,” Anna 
Kolfinna told me after the performance. 
“I don’t think she would understand the 
#freethenipple movement, as its values 
really speak for and to the feminist ideals 
of our time.”
 ‘Bríet’ dealt with an interesting topic 
and incorporated good choreography, 
music and set design. At times, however, it 
could be a bit... well, dull. More than once, 
I was distracted by the snoring of a man 
sitting a few seats away, and I couldn’t 
exactly see anyone sitting on the edge of 
their seat. My companion called the show 
“confusing,” and I found myself surprised 
that only 45 minutes had passed when the 
house lights came back on. 

‘Schönheitsabend’

After craning my neck watching that 
unconventional crane piece by Grótta, I 
arrived at Tjarnabíó for a sold-out perfor-
mance of ‘Schönheisabend’ with Floren-
tina Holzinger and Vincent Riebeek. En-
tering the theatre I was struck by the size 
of the crowd. It seemed like Tjarnarbíó 
had expanded, but really I had just never 
seen it more than half-full before. Packed 
houses might be nothing special for music 
festivals or plays at Borgarleikhúsið, but 
contemporary dance doesn’t usually get 
this much attention. Later, I learned that 
this sort of turnout isn’t anything special 
for Florentina and Vincent. “We always 
say: we want everybody to get in, even if 

we have to place out rows of pillows in 
front. Don’t refuse an audience,” Floren-
tina told me. 
 The show had three acts, respectively 
based on ‘Scheherazade’ (1910), Vaslav 
Nijinsky’s 1919 final performance, and ‘Af-
ternoon Of A Faun’ (1912). Each act started 
from the Ballets Russes classic, and went 
on to update it for a modern audience. 
At the turn of the century, these perfor-
mances were considered wildly erotic 
and violent, but with today’s theatrego-
ers jaded by HBO and other uncensored 
media, they do not elicit the same shock 
as they once did. Florentina and Vincent’s 
choreography was able to stay true to the 
fundamental quality of the original works 
through choreography, music, costume, 
and intended effect on the audience. 
 Before reserving a seat for this perfor-
mance, I noticed the odd disclaimer on 
RDF’s website: “Attention: This show has 
explicit sexual content. Audiences under 
18 years are not allowed.” As a sexually lib-
erated twentysomething and a supporter 
of #freethenipple, I assumed this message 
was quaint reminder to older generations 
and mothers of seven-year-olds want-
ing to see ballerinas in tutus and pointed 
shoes that this performance would have 
nudity and suggestive movements—much 
like the shows it was based on did. 

Boy, was I wrong. 

During Scheherazade’s duet with the 
freed slave, Florentina and Vincent di-
verged from Fokine’s original choreog-
raphy when Scheherazade donned a 
strap-on and anally penetrated the slave 
on stage. Apart from being shocking and 
sexy, it was actually one of the better duets 
I’ve seen. 
 As a dance-loving teenager, the bal-
cony pas de deux from ‘Romeo and Ju-
liet’ ruined me for duets—I decided I’d 
rather watch paint dry than one more of 
the kneeling squats Prokofiev called a lift. 
However, this was a very good duet, pen-
etration and all. Both dancers were obvi-
ously amazingly strong and technically 
gifted, and the strap-on created a dynamic 
where the dancers were forced to remain 
connected at all times (literally). In the 
third act I was equally surprised to see a 
nymph tie the naked faun up in complicat-
ed bondage. But again, it was a technically 
and visually interesting duet that essen-
tially had the same effect as the moment in 
the original choreography when the faun 
tangles himself up in the nymph’s veil. 
 I was left wondering how art like this 

performance, which includes explicit 
sexual acts, is received in a country where 
strip clubs and pornography are both 
(technically) outlawed. “People seemed 
pretty open-minded during the show 
and comfortable with sexual references 
or pornographic imagery. We really felt 
most people went along with it and got the 
chance to look behind it too,” said Floren-
tina. 

Every Body’s Spectacular. 

Truly.“Every Body’s Spectacular” was 
truly spectacular, and wish I didn’t have to 
wait for the next festival to see new and in-
teresting dance in Reykjavík. The festival 
provided an eclectic mix of performances, 
largely due to the interesting collaboration 
with Lókal. But it is always a risk inviting 
outsiders (read: not dancers) to contem-
porary performances. ‘Crisis Meeting’ by 
Kriðpleir was more of a Lókal piece than 
an RDFone, leaving the dance critic in me 
confused and alienated at times. I am sure 
that this is how outsiders feel watching 
modern dance performances that slant 
heavily towards the abstract end. 
 The final performance I attended was 
‘Love And Lack Of It’, a part of the ‘Eter-
nal’ series by The Professional Amateurs, 
led by Steinunn Knútsdóttir. Starting with 
a one-on-one scripted interview between 
an 11-year-old and a woman reading me-
diocre love letters for 40 minutes, it was 
an epitome of the sort of unapproachable 
performance art satirised by many of the 
festival’s other works.
 While these sort of performances can 
be neat and interesting for those deep into 
the theatre or dance community (or those 
who don’t understand it and want to pre-
tend they do), they are indeed extremely 
unlikely to find favour among the general 
public. As choreography has developed 
and evolved as an art form it has become 
less about stunning an audience with im-
pressive steps and lavish sets, and more 
about the choreographer’s artistic vision 
and journey. Often this yields a unique 
performance that incorporates interesting 
journeys, such as the vision for ‘Song Of 
Cranes’, but too often they can’t see over 
the lip of the stage and fall prey to the cli-
ché that all pop art must be bad art. 
 Florentina put it best: “Popularity in 
dance is very relative... yes people from 
the scene know you, but still the ‘scene’ is 
pretty small, even quite elitist. We always 
wonder about our audiences, whether and 
how to reach other people than just the ‘in’ 
crowd.”

Every Body’s Spectacular,  
Whatever You May Think  

Of Their Art

As August faded away into an early winter, the Reykjavík Dance Festival (RDF) and the Lókal 
International Theatre Festival combined their efforts to stage a fantastic five-day event under 
the heading “Every Body’s Spectacular,” packed with exciting performances and exhibitions. 
I tried to take in as much as I could manage, and was glad that I did: Each act was creative, 
professionally put together and well performed—I don’t hesitate to recommend the festival 
to any fan of the performing arts. 

Photo Vasco Celio, Casper Hedberg

Words Anna Manning

REYKJAVÍK DANCE FESTIVAL



Come and see full-scale models of the 23 whale species that have been found off Iceland’s 
coastal waters. Walk amongst life-size models, check out the interactive media and explore 
these majestic creatures in our family-friendly exhibition. 

WELCOME TO OUR CAFÉ   |   GET A SOUVENIR IN OUR GIFT SHOP   |   BOOK A WHALE WATCHING TOUR

Fiskislóð 23-25  |  Reykjavík  |  Tel. +354 571 0077  |  Open every day 10 am – 5 pm  |  www.whalesoficeland.is

Walk Amongst  the Giants
“Wonderful one of a kind museum!”
Loved this museum with its life-sized models of 
23 different species of whales! Interesting and 
informative exhibits, well worth a visit! The staff was 
friendly and helpful, and we loved the gift shop, too.
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Spectacular Whale Exhibition

Expo 360°
Cinematic
Experience
Iceland in all its diversity,  
projected onto four walls and  
the ceiling, forming a cube  
that surrounds its guests.

Guided Tours
Winter time
Weekdays: 15:30  
Weekends: 11:00, 15:30
Summer time 
Daily: 09:00, 11:00, 13:30, 15:30

Pearls of 
Icelandic Song
Get acquainted with some of  
the most beloved Icelandic  
songs, folk music, art songs  
and classical Icelandic music.

harpa.is/guidedtours

harpa.is/pearls harpa.is/howtobecome

harpa.is/expo

Harpa Regulars
They’re always around

Harpa box office
 09:00 – 18:00 Weekdays
 10:00 – 18:00 Weekends

Harpa is open every day
 08:00 – 24:00

Reykjavík 
Concert Hall and 
Conference Centre

Austurbakki 2
101 Reykjavík
Iceland

www.harpa.is
+354 528 5000

How to Become
Icelandic in  
60 Minutes
A comedy stand–up in English 
which teaches you everything  
you need to know about being 
Icelandic and living in Iceland.



Sunday - Wednesday: 11.30 - 18.00  /  Thursday- Saturday: 11.30 - 23.30
Grandagarður 2 - 101 Reykjavík - tel: +354 571 8877 - www.maturogdrykkur.is

We take the goo
d old tradition

al 

recipes and the
 best icelandic

 

ingredients to 
create fun and 

tasty food. 

Let tradition s
urprise you!

Moooh..!

Baaah..!

...!

Catherine Breillat's recent dreamy ver-
sions of 'Bluebeard' and 'Sleeping Beauty' 
are a comp, but Garrone goes far more 
baroque. In Salma's tale, she's the barren 
queen whose husband (John C. Reilly) 
hunts the food that will enable her to bear 
an albino prince (whose twin is a pauper); 
Vincent Cassel stars as the sexually vora-
cious nobleman who becomes enraptured, 
sight unseen, by the voice of a crone who 
lives with her equally wrinkly sister; Toby 
Jones is the king who seems more inter-
ested in his pet flea than his marriage-
minded daughter (the flea certainly has a 
healthier appetite).
 These are not fables, in the sense of be-
ing morally instructive (unless “sea mon-
ster hearts are not finger food” counts as 

a moral), but the stories all limn mythic 
desires (for youth or a child, for love or 
sated lust), with an intensity capable of en-
gendering tunnel vision, and considerable 
collateral damage. The actors give strong 
performances, finding a credible individu-
ality in frankly impossible roles: not Salma 
Hayek, so much—her job is to look regal, 
act maternal, be fierce; not too much of a 
stretch, then—but certainly the strange 
doddering whimsicality of Toby Jones 
as the sweet-natured but introverted and 
flea-obsessed king, and the withered baby 
talk of Shirley Henderson as one of the 
old peasant sisters. Nor, as evidenced by 
the litany of names in the credits, does 
Garrone shy away from playing diverse 
regional and second-language English ac-

cents off one another. You don't cast John 
C. Reilly—with his mashed-potato face 
and American accent as flat and cheery 
as Iowa—as a medieval king in an adap-
tation of a 17th century Italian fairy tale, 
unless incongruity is a goal. 'Tale Of Tales' 
thus has the same sort of slightly timeless, 
placeless air as some Italian-shot co-pro-
duction from the 60s or 70s, with its cast 
of invariably dubbed international stars—
appropriate for versions of fairy tales sub-
sequently adapted by Charles Perrault and 
then the Brothers Grimm.
 The international flavour is also no-
table in the context of RIFF. In recent 
years, the fest's Opening Night film has 
had an Icelandic connection: a Sigur Rós 
documentary in 2011 (and 2007!); 'Queen 
of Montreuil', by the late, sorely missed 
Westman Islands-born French filmmaker 
Sólveig Anspach (1960-2015), in 2012; 
'This Is Sanlitun', by the Beijing-based 
Icelander Róbert I. Douglas in 2013; the 
Iceland-shot American indie 'Land Ho!' 
last year. 
 There is no such connection for 'Tale 
Of Tales'—this year, RIFF’s organizers 
have simply gone with a film that played in 
the main competition at this year's Cannes 
Film Festival, from a filmmaker whose 
breakout feature, 2008's 'Gomorrah', has 
received the de facto canonization of a 
Criterion Collection DVD. Opening with 
'Tale Of Tales' probably doesn't mark a sea 
change in RIFF’s mission—it's surely just 
a matter of what's out there at any given 
time (there *is* a notable film with Icelan-
dic ties making the rounds on the fall festi-
val circuit at time of writing, but Universal 
has long had Baltasar Kormákur's 'Everest' 
locked into a September 18th theatrical re-
lease). 
 However, it does underscore the festi-
val's greatest ambition: to assemble a line-
up that brings local audiences up to speed, 
and Reykjavík up to par, with the best of 
international art cinema. 

Almost exactly fifteen minutes into the 2015 Reykjavík International Film Festival, Salma 
Hayek will eat a sea monster's heart. The 12th annual RIFF opens on September 24 with 'Tale 
Of Tales', from the Italian director Matteo Garrone, a loose adaptation of three 17th-century 
fairy tales from 'Pentamerone' of Giambattista Basile. This is the oldest surviving written 
source for versions of Rapunzel and Cinderella; in Basile's telling of the latter, the fairy god-
mother emerges from a date tree which Cinderella has tended to with a hoe, a golden bucket 
and a silken napkin gifted to her by another, different fairy, just to give an idea of the defiantly 
retro vibe of the narrative here. Though Garrone makes considerable modifications to three 
of Basile's lesser-known tales, and links them loosely by setting them in adjacent, occasionally 
overlapping kingdoms, all three maintain a distinctly pre-Disney feel, rendering archetypes 
strange with asymmetrical, arbitrary structures and talismanic objects as odd as in the mod-
ern versions, but less familiar; and lining up grotesque beasts and frank sexuality alongside 
miraculous shapeshifting and cloistered princesses. 

Photo Still provided by RIFF 

Words Mark Asch

Bringing Reykjavík Up To Speed, Par
RIFF’s opening fairy tale marks no sea change

Organic bistro
EST 2006

Tryggvagata 11,Volcano house  
Tel:511-1118

Mon-Sun 12:00-21:00
www.fishandchips.is
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Sushi Samba
Þingholtsstræti 5 • 101 Reykjavík

Tel 568 6600 • sushisamba.is

Our kitchen is open
17.00–23.00 sun.–thu.
17.00–24.00 fri.–sat.

Amazing
7 course menu

A unique Icelandic Feast

Starts with a shot of the Icelandic 
national spirit “Brennivín“

Puffin 
Smoked puffin with blueberries,
croutons, goat cheese, beetroot

Minke whale 
Date purée, wakame and teriaky 

Arctic charr 
“Torched“ arctic charr with parsnip

purée, fennel, dill mayo

Lobster 
Lobster cigar with chorizo, dates, chili jam

 Reindeer
Reindeer slider with blue cheese, portobello,

steamed bun

 Free range icelandic lamb
Lamb with coriander, pickled red cabbage,
fennel, butternut squash purée, chimichurri

And to end on a high note ...
 Icelandic Skyr

Skyr panna cotta with raspberry sorbet, white
chocolate crumble, passion foam, dulche de leche

7.590 kr.
 

We at The Reykjavík Grapevine care about a lot of things. 
Three, to be exact. Drinking, eating, and fun events, to be 
even more exact. We get excited about all the things we care 
about, and we like to extend our care and excitement to our 
smartphones. We made Appy Hour to keep tabs on all of 
Reykjavík's happy hours (ushering in a veritable Golden Age 
of slightly less expensive afternoon drinking!), Craving is for 
the restaurants we've reviewed and recommend, and now 
we finally have an app for that third thing we like (partying 
and/or artying). It is called Appening, and it is amazingly 
useful (honest)!

Words The Reykjavík Grapevine

WHAT'S APPENING  
TONIGHT, REYKJAVÍK?

21

As any downtown music fan or arts aficio-
nado will attest, there is always a lot going 
on in Reykjavík (too damn much, some-
times), and often it can be hard to pick ex-
actly where to go and what to see (or even 
gain somewhat of an overview of what's 
going on). Appening makes your entire 
life easier by displaying exactly what is go-
ing on on whatever day you fire it up. This 
includes every single exhibition, concert, 
and “other”-type event happening in 101 
Reykjavík. And since we are a simple, styl-
ish people, these events are presented in a 
stylish, simple manner.

Here's how it works:

Go download the app to your iOS 
device (an Android version is 
forthcoming)

Fire it up [via a handy icon on your 
home screen]

BE BLOWN AWAY by all those 
today events you now are aware of

Whoa! You can also narrow down 
the gargantuan list of events to 
only “music” or “art” using one of 
those virtual buttons that come 
built in with the app

If you go and push the little star 
outline (there's one on every single 
event), that event will be saved for 
later in a handy tab (it is called “the 
starred tab”)

Events that we deem particularly 
noteworthy for some reason (it's 
probably a concert by our cousin's 
friend Einar tbh) appear at the top 
of the screen

Also, check it out: we magically send an 
updated list of events to your phone ev-
ery morning (we also know where you 
live), so you don't need to bother with 
any manual updating or calling us up to 
remind us about updating your Appen-
ing app. Nope, no manual updating for 
you, busy modern person, all you gotta do 
is just rev up Appening, browse around 
and make a somewhat informed decision 
about where to get shitfaced tonight while 
pretending to enjoy culture (note: Appen-
ing also features daytime events, for busy 
modern persons who like to get shitfaced 
during daytime).

 Go download the app called Appen-
ing! Do it right now! Appening is great! 
Appening will bring about some much 
needed positive change in your life. You 
will be healthier. Cute boys will follow 
you around. Cute girls will also follow you 
around! You will take up yoga. Dogs will 
shout at you (the dog greeting)! Birds will 
hover around your head, forming a neat 
a halo of birds! Your Kickstarter cam-
paign will at long last take off! All of your 
wrinkles and blemishes will experience a 
constant state of terror and flee your body 
forever, ensuring eternal youth. You will 
know all about the events. You will get a 
second wind and finally finish that docu-
mentary you've been working on! Cel-
ebrated local rappers will call you up and 
invite you to help them make fun, poten-
tially viral internet videos where the two 
of you make adventurously flavoured ice 
cream! If you go whale watching, whales 
will watch you back with their giant whale 
eyes! The Huffington Post will offer you a 
position as a paid blogger! You will gain 
the ability to pause time whenever you feel 
like it (just like Evie Ethel Garland, noted 
protagonist of noted 80s hit sitcom 'Out 
Of This World’)! You will know all about 
events. A man named Björn Ingi Hrafns-
son will attempt to purchase you! You will 
develop empathy. The rich inventor man 
Elon Musk will attempt to harness your 
powers! You will know all sixteen levels 
of karate. You will become an expert in 
events. Your face skin will smoothen up. 
No more tears! You will know all about the 
cool bands! Your beard will shine! Your ar-
tisanal pizza will glisten! You will never 
again miss an Icelandic troubadour's ren-
dition of celebrated U2 hit single “One.” 
You will finally feel alive.
 Yes! All of this can and will happen 
to you (yes, you!) RIGHT NOW! All you 
need to do to get things going is this. You 
must visit Apple’s not-at-all monolithic 
App Store and enter the the word “Appen-
ing” and/or the word “Grapevine” in the 
search field.
 If you're interested in browsing events 
further into the future like some sorta 
nightlife Nostradamus, go look at Grape-
vine's listings website www.listings.grape-
vine.is.

INTERNET
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FOOD
FOR YOUR MIND BODY AND SOUL

It may be difficult to pinpoint the exact 
allure of US gastronomy. Perhaps it can 
be summed up thusly: “It’s deep-fried 
and drenched in sauce.” It is a style of 
cuisine that your cardiologist will cer-
tainly not recommend, but then, some-
times you just don’t care what that guy 
thinks. 
 Roadhouse tries to capture the ever-
popular atmosphere of novelty diner 
Americana. So much so that its original 
owners—heirs to the oldest operating 
Chinese restaurant in Iceland—gladly 
admitted upon opening shop in 2012 
that they got the idea for the restaurant 
from marathon-watching Guy Fieri 
blubbering about in his Food Network 
show ‘Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives’. 
They said they felt there was room for a 
restaurant of this sort in Iceland. And, I 
agree. There definitely was. 
 Roadhouse’s menu could basically 

Inspired By… Guy Fieri?

   BJÖRN TEITSSON
 ART BICNICK

What We Think: 
Dineresque, rich in calories. 
Flavour:  
Americana, barbecue, smoky 
grilled meat.
Ambiance:  
Laid back rock n’roll, lots of 
choice 60s-70s tunes. 
Service:  
Personable but too fast-paced.  
Price for 2 (no drinks):  
7-9,000 ISK

Roadhouse

Snorrabraut 56, 105 Reykjavík

be described as the mean average of 
the dishes that “Triple D” fans slobber 
over. Huge burgers enriched by sur-
plus bacon, sometimes presented in a 
donut/cronut bun, with onion rings in 
the middle, accompanied by any kind 
of mayonnaise-based sauce you can 
imagine—delivering a week’s worth of 
energy in one sitting. The double-fried 
fries are perhaps the best testament—
you can pretty much feel your body fat 
percentage increase by each bite. But, 
goddamnit, those fuckers are tasty. 
 My companion and I sat went to 
Roadhouse on a Tuesday night. We 
had predicted that this visit was not 
going to be easy, and we were right. 
Just imagine: our plan was to go for a 
full three-course spread. Wow. Any-
way, the menu offers over half a dozen 
“finger lickers,” to serve as starters. My 
companion chose the Hot Wings with 
Blue Cheese Dressing (1,145 ISK) while 
I went for Grilled Tiger Shrimps with 
American Cocktail Sauce, Salad and 
Toasted Hazelnuts (1,690 ISK). The 
wings were very average, always a treat, 
but nothing out of this world. It would 
be nice if they offered various levels 
of heat—say two or three types of hot 
sauce. This would certainly make the 
place stand out. My shrimp was nicely 
cooked, with nice char marks, but lack-
ing in seasoning. The salad—comprised 
of iceberg lettuce and very dry hazel-
nuts that were extremely difficult to 
catch with the huge leaves of lettuce—
didn’t really do anything for me. Defi-
nitely a  dish that could do with a bit of 
redevelopment. 
 For our mains my companion—
when in Rome and all that—chose the 
Jack Daniels Baby Back Ribs with Fries 
and Coleslaw (2,255 ISK for a 1/2 por-
tion). I, on the other hand, ordered the 

Veggie Burger and Fries, basically a 
butter-basted slice of celeriac. 
 Sadly, the ribs were overcooked and 
quite dry. The Jack Daniels barbecue 
sauce, flavourful as it was, failed to save 
the dish. 
 On the other hand, the Veggie 
Burger was delicious. As noted, it’s ba-
sically a butter-basted slice of celeriac. 
It’s important to remember that the 
word “veggie” does by no means imply 
“healthy” in every instance. It comes 
with crispy onion rings stuffed in be-
tween, fried red peppers and lettuce—
with just the right amount of mayo. 
 We both agreed that the fries were 
excellent, as they always are at Road-
house. They have developed a reputa-
tion. Handcrafted and double-fried, 
thick and crunchy and oh-so devilishly 
unhealthy that they simply must be 
good for you. Highly recommended. 
 All in all, we pretty much got what 
we came for. The music is fitting (there 
were even some garage tunes), despite 
an irritating amount of Journey guitar 
solos. But that’s the way it should be. 
 However, Roadhouse has a certain 
problem that needs to be addressed. 
The staff seemed to be in a hurry to 
feed us, so much so that we hadn’t even 
finished our starters when our main 
courses arrived. Needless to say, Road-
house pointedly serves fare associated 
with the term “fast food,” but it’s none-
theless a sit-down place, and you would 
expect better. This is, in fact, the reason 
there was never a chance for us to re-
cover for the dessert we were actually 
planning to have. 
 This needs some improving. 
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The term “family restaurant” usually 
connotes low quality food, but espe-
cially patient staff. Laundromat Café 
doesn’t use the term in its advertising; 
however, it manages to be an idealized 
version of such a place, with good qual-
ity food and a broader definition of fam-
ily.
 Actually, broad is a good adjective 
for Laundromat Café. It’s one of Reyk-
javík’s roomiest restaurants. It deserves 
the title of family restaurant because of 
the spatial comfort, the great lighting 
and the available utilities. You feel at 
home. It’s the perfect spot to read while 
sipping coffee and doing laundry; to sit 
down in a booth with a large group and 

carry on conversations in any direction; 
or to have dinner downstairs with a 
spouse while your children play.
 My date and I sat at a table adja-
cent to a headphone-wearing German 
male—possibly a blogger or Julian 
Assange-esque info-warrior—and an 
American couple with what I assume 
was a minor hearing impairment. The 
acoustics of our spot granted us privacy 
while we ordered our first drink, 400 
ml of Úlfrún, a session IPA (1,100 ISK). 
Laundromat Café has such a variety of 
customers and beer that it can cater to 
your specific tastes and the beer is still 
fresh.
 The menu is simple: sandwiches, 
burgers, salads and soups. There are a 
few heavier entrees, which include a 
lamb fillet, a steak, meatballs, breaded 
cod or baked salmon. My date, watch-
ing his cholesterol, ordered the baked 
salmon, which includes sweet potato, 
root vegetables and a garden salad 
(2,990 ISK). I was feeling flaccid and 
impotent, so I ordered the steak bé-
arnaise with fries (3,790 ISK). I’m not 
sure if steak actually aids in sexual tur-
bidity, but I like to imagine the red meat 
somehow engorges me like an edible 
Hulk instigator for my Bruce Banner.
 The food was like a perfect home 
cooked meal. I mean, of course, an ideal 
home, not my home, as my parents suf-
fer from what the French call “incom-
pétence culinaire.” Though the server 
didn’t ask how I wanted my steak, it 
was served at an acceptable medium. 
The sheer comfort of the food turned 
my date and me to the topic of children. 

Though neither of us have children that 
we are aware of or support, we could 
imagine taking children—again, when 
we have them and they are ours—to 
Laundromat Café without feeling we 
were missing out on more adult dining 
experiences. 
 The bar features a plethora (yes, El 
Guapo, I said “plethora”) of used books 
to browse, a magazine rack of current 
editions, and enough old photos and 
memorabilia on the walls to entertain 
you between lapses in conversation. It’s 
like a perfectly catered wake in an ex-
panded version of your grandparents’ 
attic, with your relatives surprisingly 
up-to-date on their psychoactive medi-
cation. 
 Our second drink, 400 ml of Snorri 
Ale (1,000 ISK), was crisp and fresh—
allowing me to finish off the last of 
my fries and helping my date to wash 
down his parsnips. The bathroom is in 
the basement, which also contains the 
laundry facilities and the children’s 
play area. The play area features cub-
byholes sunk into the wall above dining 
booths. Though designed for kids, these 
padded shallow caves are surprisingly 
comfortable and permit you to have an 
even more comfortable and intimate 
seating arrangement to finish your 
second drink. I am not experienced in 
child rearing, but I assume it would be 
easier to monitor your children from 
such a height. However, the cosy caves 
do lend themselves to dozing off. 

Best Place To Babysit And Get A Buzz On

   YORK UNDERWOOD
  ART BICNICK

What We Think: 
Enough space to be alone 
with friends and family, with 
food that’s better than mom’s 
meatloaf. 
Flavour:  
Table seasoning 
Ambiance:  
Comfortably alone in a crowd
Service:  
Courteous and attentive
Price for 2 (with drinks):  
7,000 to 9,000 ISK

Laundromat Café

Austurstræti 9, 101 Reykjavík

Hverfisgata 12 · 101 Reykjavík  
Tel. +354 552 15 22 · www.dillrestaurant.is

Lífið er saltfiskur

#109 Dill is a Nordic restaurant with its 
focus on Iceland, the pure nature and 
all the good things coming from it.  

 
It does not matter if it’s the 

ingredients or the old traditions, we 
try to hold firmly on to both. 

There are not many things that make 
us happier than giving life to old 

traditions and forgotten ingredients 
with modern technique and our creative 

mind as a weapon. 
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