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Earlier this year, ever-popular Icelandic 
electronica trio Samaris released an en-
ticing live album called ‘Silkidrangar Ses-
sions,’ as a kind of partner piece to their 
album ‘Silkidrangar.’ As they’re throwing 
a big independently-promoted show with 
Mammút next week (see the cover of our 
info section for more on that), our track of 
the issue is one of the standouts from the 
‘Sessions’ record: a deep, dubby reworking 
of the ‘Lífsins ólgubjór.’ It starts out mel-
low and slow, picking up pace and volume 
with some swooning clarinet and shim-
mering synth octaves. Jófríður Ákadóttir’s 
voice flits over the rich backing, adding a 
seductive, humane warmth to the sound. 
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In Fact, Things Aren’t 
Too Shabby Over Here!

Welcome to our annual Best of Reykjavík issue, in 
which we like to get super positive (for a change!) 
and write about all of the best stuff that Reykjavík 
has to offer.
 This is the seventh Best Of issue that we’ve 
made, and the fifth one that I’ve been involved 
with. In other words, I’ve done my fair share of 
thinking and writing about everything from the 
city’s ‘Best Hamburger’ and its ‘Best Romantic 
Walk’ to its ‘Best Haberdashery’ and ‘Best Art Mu-
seum’.
 I’ll be honest, at some point, I’ve certainly en-
tertained the notion that it’s senseless to give out 
an award for something that really only has one 
or two contenders, especially when you’re doing it 
year after year.
 But, at some point, I also became convinced 
that we should recognise and celebrate the fact 
that our favourite burger joint is still around and 
going strong, and we should continue to be im-
pressed by the fact that this tiny city has a great 
art museum, with not just one but three locations.
 I feel especially strongly about that this time 
around, having just returned from a trip to Cuba. 
Visiting a communist island nation that has been 
embargoed by the United States for half a century 
certainly provides a bit of perspective. 

 It was a fascinating experience (…you should 
hurry up and go!). Still, my travel mates and I 
breathed a collective sigh of relief as we boarded 
a very old, much-used porta-potty with wings 
(plane) and began our journey home, back to all of 
the modern conveniences we have grown accus-
tomed to. 
 Four flights later, and I was finally back in 
Iceland (home sweet home!), on a FlyBus, staring 
out the window on a nice day (the sun shines here 
too!), thinking ‘Iceland is so great! We have all of 
this hot water here! We have toilet paper! There’s 
so little bureaucracy! We have working internet—
all over the place! And we have some really, really 
GREAT food on this island (go read Vice’s “Red 
Gold: A Quixotic Quest to Find Beef in Cuba” to 
learn more about the state of modern Cuban cui-
sine)!’
  Ahh, there’s nothing like leaving the country, 
enjoying some time abroad, and then coming back 
again with a renewed appreciation for all of the 
great aspects of living in Reykjavík. That’s just the 
BEST (especially if you can somehow avoid read-
ing the news upon your return)!
 …Enjoy our Best Of issue!

Anna’s editorial

TRACK OF 
THE ISSUE

WWW.INTOTHEGLACIER.IS

A RARE, 
ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME 
OPPORTUNITY 

You can choose from various 
tours and book online at 
www.intotheglacier.is 

Visit the largest man-made ice caves and tunnel in Europe

Samaris

“Lífsins ólgubjór”

 Download the FREE tracks at www.grapevine.is

Comic | Lóa Hjálmtýsdóttir





Best Letter 
Writer: 
Nigel Ferris

In the spirit of our Best of Reykjavík 
issue, we’ve decided to pick a best letter 
writer. Hands down, that award goes to 
Nigel Ferris. 
 Since October, he has written us 
something like 100 letters with regard to 
a book that he’s writing. It has the work-
ing title ‘A DAY TRIP IN CONCORDE 
TO ICELAND ON MARCH 2’ and it is 
about exactly that.

“I am in the process of writing a story 
about my day trip in Concord to your 
beautiful country that I made the day 
after I became 50 years old. That is 
on the 22nd August 1987,” he wrote 
in letter #1. “I took with me my wife 
and two daughters one aged 15 and 
the other aged 13.It so happened that 
when we were coming into land at  
Reykjavic our pilot  told us that the 
control tower of Reykjavic had asked 
him if he would fly low over Iceland 
because the people of Iceland had 
never seen Concord all they had done 
was hear it.”
In lieu of awarding him the usual pair of 
socks, we’ve decided to give him a FREE 
AD and a Grapevine t-shirt (Nigel, send 
us a letter to claim your t-shirt!)!

The ad:

A DAY TRIP IN CONCORDE TO 
ICELAND ON MARCH 2
 by Nigel Anthony Ferris
 
SMALL PHOTO OF CONCORDE on 
the ground

SMALL PHOTO OF CONCORDES 
SPEED METER

2 FOREWARDS + 6 ARTICLES
1) A DAY TRIP IN CONCORDE

2) TO ICELAND                                               
3) On MARCH 2
4) WHY CONCORDE WAS ABAN-
DONED BY ITS MAKERS
5) FRENCH & UK AIRCRAFT DE-
TAILS + CONCORDES RECORDS
6) WHERE IS CONCORDES RE-
PLACEMENT

 SUMMARY

PRICE £15.00 + PP £4 = £19 from UK 
to ICELAND 
IN CASH or CHEQUE by REGIS-
TERED POST TO
NIGEL FERRIS 6,GARDEN END 
AMERSHAM BUCKS HP6 6NB

CONTACT ME AT 01-494-589212 
but prefer nigel2012anthony@
yahoo.co.uk
ORDER 12 OR MORE AND OBTAIN 
33% DISCOUNT AND BECOME 
AN AGENT OF NIGEL FERRIS                   
FIRST EDITION    NO

Say your piece, voice your 
opinion, send your letters to: 
letters@grapevine.is

SOUR GRAPES AND STUFF

 

Check it out! Whoever sent in this issue's 
LOVELIEST LETTER gets a free Grapevine 
T-shirt, featuring the regal G that adorns 
our cover. DON’T PANIC if your letter 
wasn’t found to be this issue's loveliest. 
You can still get a tee for a low, low price 
over our website, www.grapevine.is.

And guess what: we always give out 
SICK prizes for each issue's LOVELIEST 
LETTER, so be sure to send in some fun 
and/or interesting missives.

Give us your worst: letters@grapevine.is

LOVELIEST LETTER
FREE GRAPEVINE TEE HEE HEE!

Visit Iceland’s 
largest 
art museum

 Reykjavík
Art Museum

HAFNARHÚS
TRYGGVAGATA 17 
101 RVK

ÁSMUNDARSAFN 
SIGTÚN 
105 RVK

artmuseum.is

KJARVALSSTAÐIR  
FLÓKAGATA 
105 RVK

Ruth Smith, Selfportrait, 1941.Júlíana Sveinsdóttir, Selfportrait, 1925. 

Open daily
One admission 
to three museums

Guided tour in English every Friday  
at Kjarvalsstaðir at 1 p.m.
Guided tour in English about Richard Serra 
and Áfangar every Saturday at Hafnarhús 
at 11 a.m. and in Viðey Island at 12:30  

Varma is available in various
tourist shops around Iceland

the timeless
warmth
of Iceland

Varma is dedicated to maintaining 
Icelandic tradition in developing, 
designing and manufacturing 
quality garments and accessories 
from the best Icelandic wool and 
sheepskin shearling.

the timeless
warmth
of Iceland
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Best Letter 
Writer: 
Nigel Ferris

ICEWEAR offers an extensive 

collection of clothing for the 

outdoor enthusiast, ranging 

from high-tech down jackets to 

unique wool products made in 

Iceland. We strive to offer colors 

and cuts in line with the latest 

trends, quality materials and 

competitive prices.

icelandic design
since 1972

WWW.ICEWEAR.IS



List of licenced Tour 
Operators and Travel 
Agencies on:  

visiticeland.com

Licensing and
registration of travel-
related services
The Icelandic Tourist Board issues licences to tour operators and travel agents, 
as well as issuing registration to booking services and information centres.

Tour operators and travel agents are required to use a special logo approved 
by the Icelandic Tourist Board on all their advertisements and on their Internet 
website.

Booking services and information centres are entitled to use a Tourist 
Board logo on all their material. The logos below are recognised by the 
Icelandic Tourist Board. OPEN 7-21

BREAKFAST,
LUNCH & DINNER

T EMPL AR A SUND 3 ,  101 RE Y K JAV ÍK ,  T EL :  5711822,  W W W.BERGSSON. IS

Foreign Minister ends Iceland’s 
EU accession with a letter. Here 
was a story that seemed to hit every-
one’s nerves, whatever side of the EU 
question you were on, and just kept 
right on going like some endless game 
of volleyball between Reykjavík and 
Brussels. Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Gunnar Bragi Sveinsson sent a letter 
announcing that Iceland was done 
trying to join the European Union, 
and the general public reacted pretty 
strongly: protests were held in front 
of Parliament in a massive show of op-
position from a people who are still 
predominantly against joining the EU. 
Then Brussels was all “no, your letter 
doesn’t count” and Gunnar Bragi was 
all “oh yeah it does, no takebacks.” Af-
ter that the EU lists Iceland as an ac-

cession nation one moment, then takes 
it off that list the next. To be honest I 
doubt this story is close to over, and 
it continues to be highly entertaining 
every step of the way.

MP “just asks questions” about Ice-
land’s Muslims. When Independence 
Party MP Ásmundur Friðríksson, per-
haps capitalising on fear generated by 
the Charlie Hebdo attacks, stood be-
fore Parliament and rhetorically asked 
whether or not all approximately 
1,500 of Iceland’s Muslims should be 
investigated for ties to terror, I was 
honestly not expecting the multiparti-
san backlash that followed. Last year’s 
xenophobia towards Muslims from 
the Progressive Party of Reykjavík 
was initially met with resounding si-

lence from within the party itself, and 
then with a lot of backpedalling and 
excuses from party leadership. But 
when Ásmundur raised his question, 
even members of his own party called 
him out on this. Summarily cowed, 
he later agreed to meet with Muslim 
leaders to get an education. This story, 
in my mind, marked a turning point in 
terms of using fear of minorities for 
political gain. It’s a tactic that won’t 
likely disappear anytime soon, but 
Ásmundur’s very public scolding from 
his own colleagues—one of the largest 
parties in the country—might make 
would-be xenophobes think twice be-
fore using it.

The “Nature Pass” dies. Probably 
the most hotly contested issue within 
Iceland’s hottest new industry died a 
natural death in the home of its birth, 
Parliament. As the number of tourists 
passed the one million mark last year, 
the Nature Pass was meant to balance 
revenue with preserving some of Ice-
land’s most treasured spots of natural 
wonder by charging people admission 
to sites that had always been free. A 
great many balked at the idea, not 

least of all when it turned out people 
who live here would have to buy the 
pass to see Geysir, too. Even though it 
was a ruling coalition bill—normally 
an almost sure-fire guarantee of pas-
sage—it seemed no one could come to 
any agreement on the particulars, and 
the whole effort lost steam.

Iceland buys tax dodger informa-
tion. This story is a grenade with its 
pin pulled. Last year, an anonymous 
source contacted Icelandic authori-
ties, saying they had information 
about hundreds of Icelanders and 
Icelandic companies using tax shel-
ters to avoid paying taxes. However, 
the informant wanted to get paid, so 
the Icelandic government hemmed 
and hawed on how to handle the situ-
ation. Last June, the deal was done 
and now the Directorate of Internal 
Revenue has their hands on the data, 
and has set upon the task of combing 
through it. Knowing what we know 
about some of the shadier aspects of 
finance, I think we can expect to see 
some big names come out of these 
investigations. As I write this, I am 
convinced there are bankers, traders 

and financiers all desperately trying 
to cover their tracks any way they can 
before the Tax People get their hands 
on them. 

Bankers go to jail. We’ve all seen that 
image macro of Iceland’s president 
and how Iceland jailed its bankers, 
unlike the US. For the longest time, 
we scoffed at this image, because it 
just wasn’t true. Until it was. A slew 
of high-ranking Kaupthing officials 
were sent to real and actual prison for 
their crimes; once in February, and 
again in June. Some of these guys got 
hit twice, in fact. The president still 
didn’t have anything to do with this 
(in fact, he’s been pretty cosy with a 
number of our tycoons), but at least we 
can now proudly say that this image 
macro is at least partly true.
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Hard to believe that 2015 is already half over, but it is. 
Maybe it seems like only yesterday since the calendar 
turned because this year has just been so action-packed. 
Some of that even included good news. It might be hard to 
qualify which were the best good-news stories of the year 
so far, but I’d still like to give it a try.

5Best News 
              Stories Of 2015Words by Paul Fontaine

Photos from The Grapevine Archives

Best of| News



ÖGN is a super light jacket, filled with goose down. Tecnostretch® 
panels provide a comfortable fit and breathability. A perfect 
companion for the outdoors. Designed and tested in Iceland.

Technostretch®

90/10 
gæsadúnn

800 fill power

Bundnir saumar

Bankastræti 7, 101 RVK | www.cintamani.is

Technostretch®
panels

90/10 
goose down

800 fill power

Bound seams

B
randenburg
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Alison MacNeil 
kimono guitar shredder

I just witnessed two cars full of drunk 
teenagers getting into a fight because 
the one in front was going too slow down 
Laugavegur for the second car's taste. 
Probably no one will die from this en-
counter tonight.

Bergsteinn Jónsson
executive director at UNICEF

The best things are the mountains I see 
from my office window and my little 
village community in 101 Reykjavík. Be-
ing close to nature and part of a tightly-
knit community encourages sustainable 
ways of living and humility. Both are 
great life lessons.

Birgitta Jónsdóttir
captain of the Pirate Party

The Einar Jónsson Museum is a mythi-
cal oasis of art in the sculpture garden 

and in the magical home and museum 
of this visionary artist of ours. Einar 
used Norse myth as the backbone of 
much of his work and one can always 
see a new aspect of each and everyone 
of his works. A perfect place to get lost 
in.

Drífa Snædal
chair of SGS union

I think Reykjavík is the most beautiful 
place in Iceland, and I fall in love with 
my city every time we get a good sum-
mer day, feeling ecstatic cycling down 
Sæbrautin. The incredibly-active cul-
tural life is another important part of 
my city, because there is always some-
thing going on, whether it be concerts, 
art exhibitions, political rallies, or 
educational meetings. Reykjavík has 
the charm of being close to nature, like 
a country village, but at the same time 
everyone acts like it is a metropolis, 
competing to offer world-class events.

Helgi Valur Ásgeirsson 
musician

The best thing about the city is that 
you can walk everywhere you want to 
go, and that there are plenty of great 
swimming pools.

Hildur María 
Friðriksdóttir

geophysicist at Icelandic 
Met Office

The best thing about Reykjavík is the 
variety of ice cream shops. One of my 
favourite things to do is to partake in 
the Icelandic tradition of "ísbúltúr" 
and drive to get ice cream late at night, 
no matter what the weather's like. Ice 
cream tastes just as good in a blizzard.

Indriði Arnar Ingólfsson 
Muck guitar shredder

These days the best thing about Reykja-
vík is being near the ocean and getting 
dragged by the endless day without a 
plan.

Jón Örn Loðmfjörð 
poet and programmer

I think my favourite thing is after mid-
night in Grafarvogur or Breiðholt, when 
everyone is asleep and no one is around. 
The suburbs, yeah. I like just watching 
the sky. It’s quiet. It’s kind of urban but 
still dead.

Katrín Jakobsdóttir
chair of Left Greens

The best thing about Reykjavík is its 
proximity to the sea––being able to walk 
to old harbour, and the feeling of living 
on an island. 

Kolfinna Nikulásdóttir 
(Kylfan) 

former member of Reykja-
víkurdætur

The best thing in Reykjavík, in my 
opinion, is a small place on Tryggva-
gata called Momo Ramen. They have 
excellent service, and incredibly good 
dumplings—I always feel like I'm abroad 
when I go there. Afterwards I like to go 
out to the harbour, there lurks power in 
the sea, and it has such a healing effect. 
Some people live their lives without ever 
seeing the sea, and they yearn for it, but 
we've got it right in front of us in Reyk-
javík.

Sif Baldursdóttir 

Fashion designer at kyrja

I like how many non-pretentious, in-
sanely talented and creative people there 
are here… especially artists, designers 
and musicians. I just love that the ma-
jority of these amazing people are super 
nice and chilled!

Sunna Ben
DJ

I’ve been coming to Prikið since I was 
a teenager. Now I’m DJing there all the 
time and my best friend is managing it so 
that’s kind of my go-to place. It’s always 
been the best place for hip hop in Reykja-
vík and at times probably the only place I 
can count on finding it. Also it’s just very 
nice. It’s a nice café in the daytime and 
you have regulars that sit there and old 
people that come every day, and in the 
evening it gets really wild. It’s a very nice 
combination.

Þórdís Nadia Semichat
stand up comedian

The best thing about Reykjavík is El-
liðarárdalur. It's pretty amazing that 
you can live in a suburb like Breiðholt or 
Árbær, go for a walk and within few min-
utes you're walking by a beautiful river 
and green nature… and the fog that floats 
over the river in the fall is amazing.

We reached out to bunch of notable Reykjavík figures to 
find out what they like best about the city. From the cul-
ture, to the people, to the pools to their favourite hidden 
corners of the city, here are their personal takes on what 
makes Reykjavík special.

Compiled by Grapevine
Photo by Axel Sigurðarson

The Best Thing 
About Reykjavík Is…



150 YEARS OF FAMILY HISTORY IN THE BAY

HÚSAVÍK

“This is what I call whale watching! wowwww” ·   “Definitively the best in Husavik” · “Highlight of 
the summer” · “AMAZING experience, possibly the highlight of our Icelandic adventure” ·  “Family 

 bonding & fun with Gentle Giants” ·  “Exceeded my  expectations” ·     “Everything was  perfect 
 during the whole trip!”  · “Memorable  experience, forever engraved in my memory”  ·  “Best 
whale safari ever!” ·   “A thrilling wildlife  experience” ·   “Do not miss out of this  experience”

“Wonderful trip. Superb guides.”

THIS IS IT 2015
WELCOME

THE ORIGINALSTHE ORIGINALS
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Welcome, readers, to our 2015 BEST OF 
REYKJAVÍK issue. It’s that time in the 
midsummer when the days are long, the 
nights are nonexistent, and people are in 
an upbeat and active mood. The streets 
of Reykjavík have a carnival feeling, with 
people eating out, flaneuring around, hav-
ing drinks with friends, taking long walks, 
going to festivals, and generally squeezing 
every drop of enjoyment out of the bright-
est season. 
 With that in mind, there’s no better time 
to celebrate the things that make Reykja-
vík a pretty great place to live (we’ve had 
the whole winter to carp and grumble, af-
ter all, so we’re ready to take a little break). 
After a long process of taking suggestions 
from our readers, contributors and resident 
experts, arguing around pub tables, check-
ing in on much-loved classics and promis-

ing new places, tearing it all up and start-
ing again, then arguing a whole lot more, 
we’ve come up with the following list of 
the very best this little city has to offer.
 So put your feet up, and dig in. And 
hey, if any of our winners make you sit up 
again, spluttering with indignation, then 
we want to hear why. A list like this is a 
constant work in progress—it’s the result 
of lots of toing and froing between people 
with varying tastes in pretty much every-
thing. So if you feel the compulsion to raise 
a figurative or actual eyebrow, high-five us, 
scream blue murder, or anything between, 
give us a shout at letters@grapevine.is. 
 And finally, if you’d like to flag some-
thing for next year’s list, drop us an email 
at bestof@grapevine.is, and we’ll be sure to 
check it out. Okay, that’s all! Get out of this 
intro and start reading! Go on, get!

Best Burger 
Hamborgarabúlla Tómasar

—
Geirsgata 1, Bankastræti 5

There has been a burger explosion in 
Reykjavík lately. Every mid-range and 
fine dining restaurant seems to have one 
and we get a new gastropub every month 
it seems. Icelanders love their burgers 
and it’s the food topic we’re most inter-
ested in arguing back and forth over. The 
problem is that most of these restaurants 

are giving the burger their special flair, 
from the Kol burger with slow-cooked 
brisket and blue cheese to the lamb 
Mountain Burger at Íslenski Barinn. But 
if it’s a basic American cheeseburger you 
want then Hamborgarabúlla Tómasar 
has got you covered. It’s a simple, sa-
voury, dependable and popular burger. 
People might personally rank another 
burger higher but “Búllan” will make an 
appearance in everyone’s top three.
Honourable mention: Lebowski Bar

2014: Kex Hostel
2013: Vitabar
2012: Grillmarket
 2011: Hamborgarabúlla Tómasar
2010: Hamborgarabúlla Tómasar
2009: Hamborgarabúlla Tómasar

Best Veggie Burger 
Brooklyn Bar

—
Austurstræti 3

This was an incredibly contentious cat-
egory as 2015 saw enormous growth in 
innovative and tasty veggie burgers of 
all shapes and sizes. There are no hard 
or fixed rules for what a veggie burger 
should be but if it’s a typical mulched nut-
bean-veggie patty you’re in the mood for 
then Brooklyn Bar is your place. Here’s 
what our food editor had to say in his re-
cent review of the place: “It’s a savoury 
veggie burger with a fantastic texture 
and the perfect amount of some kind of 
cream-cheese sauce. In fact, it’s probably 
the best veggie burger in the city.”
Honourable mention: Celeriac slice 
burger at Roadhouse

2014: Hamborgarabúlla Tómasar
2013: Hamborgarabúlla Tómasar
2012: Hamborgarabúlla Tómasar
2011: Hamborgarafabrikkan
2010: Saffran
2009: Drekinn

Best Specialty Burger
Reindeer burger at Gallery 

Hotel Holt
—

Bergstaðastræti 37

If you want to treat yourself, then why 
not splurge on the most decadent and 
luxurious burger in Iceland. Gallery Res-
taurant at Hótel Holt is an institution of 
white tablecloth dining in Reykjavík. In 
the evening this is where you go to enjoy 
roasted langoustine tails and take ad-
vantage of an eclectic wine cellar, but for 
lunch the brasserie offers a truly special 
burger. It’s a locally sourced 100% rein-
deer burger topped with blue cheese, 
blueberry jam and a poached egg in beet-
root juice. It comes served with house 
fries and a proper hollandaise sauce. It 
is literally Rudolph with a red eggy nose. 
It will set you back 3450 ISK but this 
unique spin on the classic cheeseburger 
is worth every drool-covered penny.
Honourable mention: Black Slider at 
Public House

 2014: “The Empire State,” Roadhouse
2013: Hamborgarafabrikkan’s 

 Christmas burger
2012: Vitabar’s ‘Forget-me-not’
2011: Vitabar
2010: Hamborgarafabrikkan
2009: Vitabar

Best Ice Cream
Valdís

—
Grandagarður 21

The last few years saw a lot of growth in 
new artisanal ice cream parlours, but for 
the best all-around ice cream joint it still 
has to go to Valdís. You won’t go there 
for the soft serve but if it’s inventively 
flavoured scoops you’re after then Valdís 
is your place. It’s not gelato in the strict-

est Italian sense but the rhubarb and 
peppery liquorice scoops are perennial 
favourites with locals and tourists alike. 
One panellist recommended the caramel 
and salted peanut, noting that the freshly 
baked waffle cones really take it to the 
next level.
Honourable mention: Sandholt

2014: Valdís
2013: Valdís
2012: YoYo
2011: Ísbúðin Ísland
2010: Ísbúðin Ísland
2009: Ísbúð Vesturbæjar

Best Indian Food
Gandhi

—
Hverfisgata 56

For Indian food, Austur-Indíafjelagið 
(The East India Company) is unbeatable. 
This is why we have given it the status of 
an institution, to give other restaurants a 
little time in the spotlight. This year saw 
at least one new Indian restaurant with 
Bombay Bazaar in Kópavogur, but other-
wise we have the two other Indian res-
taurants in the Reykjavík area: Shalimar 
and Gandhi. Shalimar is on the budget 
end of the spectrum and Gandhi lands 
somewhere between Austur-Indíafje-
lagið and Shalimar with its comfy little 
basement restaurant by Austurvöllur. As 
our food editor concluded in his review 
of the place: “It’s partly Kerala cuisine. 
Think Indian meets Indonesian, with 
coconut, fish, coriander, and lamb. More 
piquant than simply spicy.” 
Honourable mention: Bombay Bazaar

2014: Gandhi
2013: Austurlandahraðlestin
2012: Ghandi
2011: Austurlandahraðlestin
2010: Shalimar
2009: Austur-Indíafjelagið

Dining and 
Grubbing

Best Of Reykjavík
Words by The Reykjavík Grapevine

Photos by Anna Domnick, Art Bicnick and others

Best of meetings led by Ragnar Egilsson (Dining & Grubbing),  
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Best Thai Food
Ban Thai

—
Laugavegur 130

There is no competition for best all-
around Thai food in Reykjavík and Ban 
Thai just keeps sweeping up this catego-
ry. It’s not fast food—you will have to be 
patient for your meal but once it arrives, 
Ban Thai brings the realness, the heat, 
the complexity of flavour without com-
promise. 
Honourable mention: Krua Mai in 
Kópavogur

2014: Ban Thai
2013: Yummi Yummi
2012: Ban Thai
2011: Ban Thai
2010: Ban Thai
2009: Ban Thai

Best Kebab
Mandi

—
Veltisund 3b

Considering their recent beef (metaphor-
ically speaking) and in the spirit of recon-
ciliation, we were tempted to let Ali Baba 
and Mandi share the title of Best Kebab. 
Both restaurants definitely had their sup-
porters on the judges’ panel.  However, 
we did end up landing firmly on the side 
of the Syrian kebab joint, Mandi. One of 
the judges delivered a rousing speech 
which convinced us of the joys of the the 
Speciality Chicken (with rainbow rice 
and almonds) and the fries, which come 
drizzled with a white mystery sauce 
and strips of chili sauce. Another judge 
was fond of their minced lamb Arias. Al-
though be warned that the location looks 
more like your basic “sjoppa” (corner 
store) than a proper takeout place and we 
would recommend taking it to go.
 Check out both and tell us what you 
think—and if you’re lucky you might 
catch the owners fighting over parking 
spaces with the metre men or with each 
other!
Honourable mention: Ali Baba

2014: Mandi
2012: Kebab Grill
2011: Habibi

Best Coffeehouse
Kaffihús Vesturbæjar

—
Melhagi 20-22

Oh, you life-sustaining, black comfort 
fuel straight from Gaia’s breast! With-
out coffee, the Grapevine office would 
be a zombie wasteland so this category 
is near and dear to our hearts. It’s un-
deniable (at least at the moment) that 
Reykjavík Roasters has the best coffee 
in town, so we felt that the Best Coffee-
house category had to take other things 
into account. Kaffihús Vesturbæjar is the 
closest thing to the full package. They 
have excellent coffee (using coffee from 
Reykjavík Roasters for the most part) but 
they also have a wonderful view, excel-
lent food (vegetarian options deserving 
special praise), lively atmosphere (al-
though some have criticized the noise 
levels), and  friendly service. It’s a solid 
all-rounder and a much needed quality 
coffee house for the western corner of 
Reykjavík.
Honourable mention: Pallett Kaf-
fikompaní in Hafnarfjörður

2014: Reykjavík Roasters
2013: Kaffismiðjan
2012: Kaffismiðjan
2011: Kaffismiðjan
2010: Kaffismiðjan
2009: Kaffismiðjan

Best Coffee-To-Go
Reykjavík Roasters

—
Kárastígur 1

Although there was universal agree-
ment that Reykjavík Roasters make a 
damn fine cup of coffee (probably the 
best in Iceland), the panel did not feel 
RR was the most comfortable place to 
sit and hang out. The furniture is diffi-
cult and the place usually crowded and 

overwarm. And although they feature 
several different brewing methods and 
a range of different coffee drinks, they 
don’t really have that much on offer aside 
the coffee. However, we have high hopes 
for the Roasters branch set to open by the 
Icelandic Academy of the Arts in that re-
gard. 
 Here’s what one of our judges had to 
say: “Roasters are so wonderfully snob-
bish it’s like a 'Portlandia' sketch. They 
refuse to make a double cappuccino but 
will give you the ingredients to add the 
extra shot yourself—so as not to stain 
their hands. I love it!”
 RR are definitely hipster-friendly but 
the energy there is more Sigur Rós than 
Nathan Barley. Roasters buy their beans 
directly from farmers and go to great 
lengths to be ethical, sustainable, and 
fair. Beans are roasted on location and 
the servers are happy to adapt to your 
desires (as long as it isn’t a double cappuc-
cino).
Honourable mention: Kigali

2014: Kaffifélagið
2013: Litli Bóndabærinn
2012: Kaffifélagið
2011: Kaffifélagið
2010: Café Haiti
2009: Kaffifélagið

Best Place To Get Tea
Te og kaffi

—
Various locations

Tea is a tough racket in Reykjavík. Ice-
land is one of the most coffee-obsessed 
places on earth and has little history 
of tea drinking. However, this may be 
changing. Recently the city saw a pop-up 
tea house called Menghai, your average 
coffee houses are stepping their tea game 
up, and we have a wonderful subscription 
tea wholesale company called Tefélagið.
But if you want to go and have someone 
else make you a cup of tea, Te og kaffi is 
probably your best bet. They have a large 
and varied selection of teas and infu-
sions, including nettle, hollyhock, rooi-
bos, chai, and mate. All that and they’re 
the only place with “tea” in the name.
Honourable mention: Café Babalú

2014: Café Babalú
2012: Litli Bóndabærinn
2011: Te og kaffi

Best Vegetarian
Teni

—
Skúlagata 17

As one of our panellists remarked: “I’m 
still waiting for the perfect vegetarian 
place.” This is a sentiment that is echoed 
widely in the vegetarian community. 
Two all-vegetarian restaurants, Á Næstu 
Grösum and Grænn Kostur, have re-
cently closed down. In place of Á Næstu 
Grösum we got the equally delightful 
(but not exclusively vegetarian) restau-
rant Gló, leaving Ecstasy’s Heart Garden 
on Klapparstígur as the last exclusively 
vegetarian restaurant in downtown 
Reykjavík.
 So we decided to look more closely at 
the ethnic restaurants and we decided on 
the Ethiopian restaurant Teni. Orthodox 
Ethiopians abstain from meat at least 
twice a week and do long periods of vege-
tarian fasting, so this is ingrained in their 
unique culinary heritage. Vegetarian 
dishes are frequently discounted during 
Teni's lunch hour so there’s good value 
to be had too. Expect everything to be 
served on the sourdough pancakes, and 
beans, lentils, and chilies are rarely miss-
ing. Not vegan and not cuisine for sensi-
tive stomachs but delicious food best fol-
lowed by traditional Ethiopian coffee. 
Honourable mention: Krúska

2014: Gló
2013: Gló
2012: Gló
2011: Gló
2010: Á Næstu Grösum
2009: Á Næstu Grösum

Best Soup
Restó

—
Rauðarárstígur 27-29

Soup of the day (750 ISK) is a safe bet 
but the fish soup (1150 ISK) during their 
lunch hour is a party for the taste buds. 
Restó is a simple mom-and-pop restau-
rant on Rauðarárstígur which special-

izes in fish dishes and treats them with 
styles and ingredients from around the 
globe. 
Honourable mention: Kryddlegin 
Hjörtu

2014: Noodle Station
2013: Kryddlegin Hjörtu
2012: Höfnin
2011: Kryddlegin Hjörtu
2010: Súpubarinn
2009: Lobster Soup at Sægreifinn

Best Place To Go For A Date 
Kolabrautin

—
Austurbakki 2

Kolabrautin is fancy as all get-out so it 
might not fit everyone’s wallet. If you 
want a casual beer-food vibe then Bunk 
Bar might be a better bet. But if you’re 
going all in and dressed to impress, make 
it Kolabrautin. Firstly, Italian food is the 
classic date meal and Kolabrautin have 
rebranded as a modernist Italian res-
taurant with a handsome selection of 
Italian wines. Secondly, the atmosphere 
and lighting is just right for some under-
the-table footsies. Thirdly, it’s got an un-
beatable view over the Reykjavík marina 
from the top floor of the Harpa concert 
hall.
Honourable mention: Grill-
markaðurinn

2014: Grillmarkaðurinn
2013: Tapas Barinn
2012: Sushisamba
2011: Ítalía
2010: Pisa
2009: Ítalía

Best Newcomer Restaurant 
Matur og Drykkur

—
Grandagarður 2

Matur og Drykkur is named after a semi-
nal Icelandic book of recipes by Helga 
Sigurðardóttir and it sets the tone for 
their approach. As we documented in 
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PLEASED TO MEAT YOU!

Kraum  -  Aðalstræti 10, Reykjavík  -  kraum.is  

i c e l a n d i c  d e s i g n

our interview with head chef Gísli, 
they have done some serious research 
to reinterpret Icelandic food heritage 
authentically. The result is an original 
restaurant which is still as Icelandic as 
it gets. Enjoy some cured arctic char 
appetizers, caramelized whey des-
serts, or whole cod heads with sugar 
kelp for main course. An inspiring lo-
calized stab at New Nordic cuisine.
Honourable mention: Apótek  
Restaurant

2014: K-bar
2013: Bergsson Mathús
2012: Forréttabarinn
2011: Sjávargrillið
2010: Noodle Station
2009: Saffran

Best Cheap Meal
K-bar

—
Laugavegur 74

Korean-inflected gastropub K-bar 
offers an unbeatable Beer + Korean 
Fried Chicken happy hour combo for 
990 ISK. If Korean chicken isn’t your 
style then they also offer a Beer + Cal-
amari combo (1290 ISK) and a Beer + 
Cauliflower combo (1290 ISK). The 2 
for 1 takeaway deal at Bergsson was a 
close contender but we’re suckers for 
cheap alcohol and sweet-and-spicy 
Korean food.
Honourable mention: Bergsson

2014: 10-11 after 14:00
2013: “Sub of the month” at Subway
2012: Íslenski barinn
2011: Noodle Station
2010: “Sub of the month” at Subway

Best Seafood
Fiskfélagið (The Fish 

Company)
—

Vesturgata 2a

There’s a lot of competition for good 
seafood in Reykjavík but Fiskfélagið 

got our panellists the most excited 
despite being far from exclusively 
fish-oriented. The menu is as inter-
national as it gets and you can choose 
between set menus Around the World 
and Around Iceland. Neither menu 
will leave fish fans disappointed (un-
less they’re the Troy McClure kind) 
and everything has been given the mo-
lecular gastronomy spin (expect little 
jellies, crumbles, sand, purées, and 
globes around your fish). Fiskfélagið is 
dependable, professional, playful, and 
adventurous and it respects its core 
ingredient.
Honourable mention: Fish Market

2014: Fiskfélagið
2013: Fiskfélagið
2012: Fiskfélagið
2011: Við Tjörnina
2010: Fiskfélagið

Best Brunch
Slippbarinn 

—
Mýrargata 2-8

This was a tough one and this cat-
egory could be divided in two. For a 
brunch menu, Coocoo’s Nest is still 
one of our favorites, but if it’s a brunch 
buffet you want then Slippbarinn has 
to be the best in town. As one of the 
judges said: “It’s clean and whole-
some ingredients, well presented, and 
with plenty of variety.” He wasn’t kid-
ding with the variety: at Slippbarinn 
you’ll find fluffy eggs, thick slices of 
bacon, waffles with dulce de leche, 
shots of green mystery juice, cured 
fish, serrano hams, Spanish flatbread 
with salad and pomegranates, cakes, 
corn dogs dusted with confectioner’s 
sugar, pared wedges of pink grape-
fruit, creamy greek yoghurt, roasted 
veggies, and more. The Slippbarinn 
brunch is far from your standard con-
tinental hotel breakfast buffet and for 
something that will leave you full for 
the rest of the day, 3190 ISK is not a 
bad deal. 
Honourable mention: Coocoo’s 
Nest

2014: Coocoo’s Nest
2013: Vox
2012: Vox
2011: Vox
2010: Nítjánda
2009: Vox

Best Place To Go With A 
Group Of Friends

Tapasbarinn (Tapas Bar)
—

Vesturgata 3b

Tapas is made for groups of friends. It’s 
a chaotic meal made up of many small 
dishes, and people can come and go 
without worrying about disrupting the 
proceedings. It’s encouraged to share 
and no one is expecting you to keep your 
voice down. It’s part of that grand Medi-
terranean tradition in which a night out 
drinking is not complete unless you’re 
eating the whole time (something Ice-
landers are still figuring out). As one 
judge said: “The tables are long and the 
selection is varied, so everyone can fit in 
and find something they like. And they 
nail the atmosphere—it’s crowded and 
boisterous the way it should be.”
Honourable mention: Bunk Bar

2014: KEX
2013: KEX
2012: Tapas Bar
2011: Tapas Bar
2010: Tapas Bar

Best Lunch
Ostabúðin á Skólavörðustíg

—

Skólavörðustígur 8

Ostabúðin is a delicatessen and cheese 
shop which has been staging a semi-
secret lunch restaurant in the basement 
for years. This year they have expanded 
next door and setup a whole separate 
restaurant including dinner service. 
Their lunch deal is still one of the best in 
the city, featuring simple food made with 
real ingredients and likely taking advan-
tage of some gourmet surplus from the 
store. “I always get half a soup portion 
and half a main course and that lasts me 
the whole day. Filling and with quality 
ingredients,” is what one our judges had 
to say. Honourable mention: Prikið 
lunch offer

2014: Bergsson Mathús
2013: Ostabúðin

Best Late Night Bite
Chicken wings at Dirty 

Burger & Ribs
—

Miklabraut & Austurstræti 8-10

The hangover meal is overrated: ev-
ery real booze hound knows that it’s 
the meal you eat at tail end of your 
night out which matters. Most of the 
beer has left your body and you’re left 
with a bloated and salt-deprived body 
demanding solid food. You might not 
remember it and somewhere in the 
back of your head you are aware that 
your next run-in with food will be 
that phone call to Dominos from the 
bathroom floor the next day—but right 
in that moment, all you want to do is 
smear the grub all over your body like 
a hyena to fuel your walk home. 
 In 2015, the Reykjavík late night 
grub scene was joined by Dirty Burger 
& Ribs (open until 6am on Friday and 
Saturday nights at their Austurstræti 
location). We love the wings, but if our 
feathered friends aren’t your forte, 
then they also make a mean veggie 
burger and about their ribs our food 
editor had this to say: “The ribs were 
dripping off the bone like a gaggle of 
Nazis spooning on top of the Ark of the 
Covenant and the meaty fibres put up 
less resistance than Norway.”
Honourable mention: Belgian waf-
fle with cream at Vöffluvagninn

2014: Nonnabiti
2013: Nonnabiti

Best Must-Try Dining  
Experience

Shrimp Pyramid at Jómfrúin
—

Lækjargata 4

This is the one category where we’ve 
had no repeats from year-to-year, be-
cause there are just so many Must-Try 
Dining Experiences in Reykjavík! As 

fun as the sheep heads and whale ke-
bab may be, we wanted to highlight 
something a little more elegant this 
time around.
 Jómfrúin is a place which wears its 
colonial past proudly: the focus is on 
Danish open-faced sandwiches (smør-
rebrød). But the place is as Icelandic as 
it gets and walking into Jómfrúin you 
are immediately transported to 1985 
Reykjavík. The place attracts a slightly 
older, upper-middle-class crowd (al-
though they aren’t afraid to tie off a 
few Danish schnapps on a Saturday 
afternoon if the mood takes them). We 
recommend the honest-to-god pyra-
mid of shrimp served on a sliver of 
bread, but really you can’t go wrong at 
Jómfrúin. The “Hangover” roast beef 
on rye with tomatoes, horseradish, 
and a fried egg is also delicious.  They 
open up the place in the back in the 
summer—make sure to grab a seat in 
the sun while you can. 
Honourable mention: Texasborgari 
(for the pure kitschy horror of it 
all)

2014: Food section at Kolaportið
2013: Icelandic food at Kaffi Loki
 2012: Icelandic Home-Style Food  
at Mamma Steina
2011: The svið at Fljótt og Gott, BSÍ
 2010: Moby Dick on a Stick at  
Sægreifinn
2009: Bæjarins Beztu

Best Place For A 
Fancy Meal

Dill 
—

Hverfisgata 12

We give it to Dill the second year in 
a row. Our panel agonized over this 
one but the consensus was that while 
Iceland has a lot of great upmarket 
restaurants, they normally are more 
“business-casual” in approach. If 
you want true fine dining with ambi-
tion to match then it’s a much smaller 
pool. Dill doesn’t just provide starched 
white napkins, it is also one of the 
most imaginative and innovative res-
taurants in Iceland and an established 
presence in the New Nordic food com-
munity. As one of our experts said: 
“Dill is constantly moving forward, 
constantly exploring new things and 
keeping them local and seasonal.” 
 Dill would be a Michelin star res-
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taurant if the Michelin guide had any 
interest in visiting Iceland. 
Honourable mention: Fish Com-
pany

2014: Dill
2013: Gallery at Hótel Holt
2012: Grill Market
2011: Dill
2010: Dill
 2009: Gallery Restaurant at Hótel 
Holt

Best Family Restaurant:
Kex

—
Skúlagata 28

We had a lot of family people on our 
Grapevine panel this time around. 
Here is what one had to say: “Kex 
has plenty of space for the kids to run 
around, they have toys for them to play 
with, and the atmosphere is relaxed. 
The staff is good with the kids and you 
aren’t segregated to some special kids 
area.” Kex also got points for offering 
child-modified versions of their menu 
items instead of just placating them 
with chicken nuggets and ketchup. 
Mainly, the consensus was that al-
though other places might match Kex 
in child-friendliness, none matched it 
in adult-friendliness (IPAs on tap don’t 
hurt). 
Honourable mention: IKEA food 
court in Garðabær

2014: Laundromat
2013: Laundromat
2012: Laundromat
2011: Laundromat
2010: Piri-Piri
2009: Hornið

Best Sushi
SuZushi

—
Stjörnutorg, Kringlan

This category was a bit complicated. 
The Fish Market has great sushi but 

can they really be said to be devoted to 
sushi? Sushi Samba does fun and pop-
ular sushi but does it count seeing as 
it’s completely non-traditional? Tokyo 
Sushi offers good catering and good 
value but is that enough? 
 We settled on SuZushi for getting 
the basics right. Their salmon and 
trout sashimi is consistently fresh and 
delicious and the owners will instruct 
customers on how to correctly apply 
soy sauce (don’t dip the whole thing in 
there!). One of our panellists had this 
to say: “The rice is the core of sushi 
and SuZushi are among very few who 
get it right in Iceland. And they know 
to serve it slightly warm, not ice-cold.”
 You should be warned that SuZushi 
is in a mall food court and although it’s 
maybe not the most elegant or com-
fortable setting for sushi, the strange 
setting is somehow part of the appeal.
Honourable mention: Fish Market

2014: Sushisamba
2013: Sakebarinn
2012: SuZushii
2011: SuZushii
2010: Sushibarinn 
2009: Sushismiðjan

Best Slice
Devito’s

—
Laugavegur 126

Devito’s is basically an institution 
in Reykjavík at this point. Devito’s 
raised a generation of Icelandic kids 
and they’ll fight for it tooth and nail. 
The panel especially complimented 
Devito’s on the quality of their crust. 
At 550 ISK for a large slice, it’s a steal.
Honourable mention: Gamla Smið-
jan

2014: Deli
2013: Devito’s
2012: Devito’s
2011: Deli
2010: Deli
2010: Deli

Best Pizza
Hverfisgata 12

—
Hverfisgata 12

The not-so-secret pizza place wins 
again! There are a lot of things to con-
sider when choosing the best pizza but 
in terms of basic pizza quality, setting, 
and inventive toppings, the Hverfis-
gata 12 pizza place has them all beat. 
“They go the extra mile with the top-
pings, like smoking the cream cheese”, 
said one correspondent. “Their veg-
etarian Christmas pizza was amaz-
ing, it was topped with red beets, ruc-
cola and walnuts. I hope they feature 
it again.” Another worthy mention 
is their brunch pizza with fried eggs 
and bacon, the perfect recovery dish 
before starting again at upstairs bar 
Mikkeller and Friends.
 The place will also surprise in 
other ways. The service is remarkably 
fast even when swamped and the place 
was actually suggested for the Family 
Friendly category despite the secrecy 
and tight fit.
Honourable mention: Pan pizzas 
at Dominos (we compliment recent 
efforts)

2014: Hverfisgata 12
2013: Gamla Smiðjan
2012: La Luna trattoria-pizzeria
2011: Gamla Smiðjan
2010: Gamla Smiðjan
2009: Devito’s

Best Bakery
Sandholt 

—
Laugavegur 36

This time around we took a close look 
to see if any other bakery was more 
deserving of the title. We went over 
all the arguments we’ve heard against 
Sandholt: It’s too touristy, the lines are 
too long, the prices are too high, gossip 
about the management, all of it. But at 
the end of the day no one in Reykjavík 

can touch Sandholt. They’ve use the 
same oven since it opened in 1920 and 
it’s run by a fourth-generation baker, 
so the pedigree is there. The sour-
dough is the best and pastries and con-
fectionaries are miles above the rest. 
They even have great ice cream and 
reasonable catering options. Try the 
amazing danishes with the real fruity 
fillings, the strawberry tart, the prop-
er eclairs, they’re the real deal. It may 
be swamped by tourists but you simply 
won’t find better. 
Honourable mention: Passion Ba-
karí 

2014: Sandholt
2013: Sandholt
2012: Mosfellsbakari in Reykjavík
2011: Sandholt
2010: Sandholt
2009: Mosfellsbakari

Best Food Truck
Taquería No mames

—
Naustin, by Dubliners

This tremendous taco joint is usually 
found by Irish pub The Dubliner. It’s 
a strange fit but we won’t argue with 
the results. It’s not really a real truck, 
more like a wagon but the Mexican ta-
cos are plenty real and come courtesy 
of Adrian, a native of Mexico City. The 
atmosphere is relaxed, as indicated by 
the name (an exclamation of surprise 
which translates roughly as “No fuck-
ing way”). 
 The nachos are authentic fried 
corn tortillas, served with classic red 
and green salsa as well as less ortho-
dox choices like kiwi salsa. All home-
made and with a serious chili kick. 
They have classic beef and chicken 
tacos with all the fixins and they even 
serve Clamato, the combination of 
clam broth and tomato juice which 
Canadians, Mexicans, and the US His-
panic community love with a passion. 
Let’s add Iceland to that list just to 
mess with people. 
Honourable mention: The Fish and 
Chips Wagon

Best Kept Secret
Pad Thai Noodles

—
Álfheimar 6

This is a funny category because of 
course we‘re aiming to make it the 
“Best Worst Kept Secret” in Reykjavík 
by highlighting it. There were many 
worthy contenders this year and that‘s 
even after excluding a lot of interest-
ing places just outside of Reykjavík 
proper. This small place in Álfheimar 
(seats four) is playing exclusively with 
Pad Thai in three variations (chicken, 
shrimp, vegetarian). It’s moderately 
greasy feel-good food done correctly.  
Lightly scrambled eggs, fish sauce, 
bean sprouts, spring onions, sugar, 
peanuts. It’s simple and it’s a crowd 
pleaser. Two out of the panel rushed 
out the next day to try it and neither 
regretted the trip outside the city cen-
tre. 
Honourable mention: Ramen 
Momo

2014: Café Flora
2013: Lunch Beat
2012: Café Flora

Best hangover meal
Hangover Killer at Prikið

—
Bankastræti 12

Downtown Reykjavík is a tangibly 
hungover place on Sunday morning. It 
looks like the streets themselves had 
a rager. So you’re spoiled for choice 
if salty, greasy, soul-anchoring food 
is your grail, but nothing has been so 
artfully designed to kill your hang-
over as the aptly named “Hangover 
Killer” at Prikið. The solid component 
is a delicious toasted sandwich with 
bacon, egg, tomato, ham, and cheese. 
The liquid component is the Jack Dan-
iel’s-spiked “Bruce Willis milkshake” 
(the kind Vincent Vega would pay 
five dollars for). The finishing touch 
is the medicinal component: a tablet 
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of painkiller Treo (like Alka Seltzer 
plus caffeine). It’s literally everything 
you could ever need/want after a night 
out. And since it’s a bar you can just 
stay there and Groundhog Day your 
way into oblivion.
Honourable mention: Grái köttur-
inn 

2014: Hangover Killer at Prikið
2013: Hangover Killer at Prikið
2012: Vitabar
2011: The Truck at Grái Kötturinn
2010: The Truck at Prikið
2009: The Truck at Grái kötturinn

Best Goddamn 
Restaurant

Snaps
—

Þórsgata 1

"You can take anyone there, it's al-
ways a safe bet," is what one our judges 
had to say about Snaps. We combed 
through the local restaurant scene to 
see if we could find other contenders 
for the throne of Best Goddamn Res-
taurant but had no luck. It's hard to 
say what it is that makes Snaps such 
a good default restaurant but for the 
discerning 101 rat in the age range 20-
35 it tends to be the go-to restaurant. 
It's a good place to enjoy a simple but 
elegant meal and good cocktails with 
friends without having to dress up or 
check your bank balance. You can go 
there without much planning or fuss 
and the food is basic enough that most 
will find something they'll like.

2014: Snaps
2013: Snaps
2012: Snaps
2011: Ban Thai
2010: Saffran
2009: Segurmo at Boston

Best Everyman Bar
Bravó

—
Laugavegur 22

Popular Laugavegur watering hole Bravó 
wins the best everyman bar (formerly 
"best mainstreamer bar"), both for its 
location and for its mixed crowd and 
laid-back, multi-purpose nature. The 
bar is run by the same folks as the wildly 
popular Húrra, and it shows in the at-
mosphere: “Early in the night they play 
nice music at conversation level,” our 
panel noted, “and when the DJs start, 
they’re not always trying to get a dance 
floor going, so it can be a great place for 
a weeknight hangout.” There’s good wi-
fi, plenty of seating, and reasonable beer 
prices, and even when it’s chilled out, it 
has an upbeat mood.
Runners-up: The English Pub, 
Frederiksen 

2014: The English Pub 
2013: The English Pub
2012: The English Pub
2011: The English Pub
2010: Austur

Best Place To  
Start The Night

Loft Hostel
—

Bankastræti 7

As a meeting place and a staging point 
for a night out, Loft Hostel has it all. It’s 
a spacious, comfortable, airy bar with 
a large outdoor balcony space to catch 
the sun, a good happy hour, plenty of 

comfortable sofas, small nooks for 
couples and larger tables for groups, 
unobtrusive conversation-level music, 
and close proximity to the downtown 
party scene. They host nice low-key 
events like clothing markets, theme 
nights, comedy and the occasional live 
show, and the crowd is a nice mix of 
hostel guests and Icelanders. 
Runners-up: Stofan, Bar Ananas 

2014: Kaldi
2013: Slippbarinn
2012: Kex
 2011: Nýlenduvörverzlun Hemma 
& Valda (RIP)
 2010: Nýlenduvörverzlun Hemma 
& Valda (RIP)

Best Place To End 
The Night

Paloma basement 
—

Naustin

In Paloma’s dingy basement is a bar 
that, on “djamm nights,” feels like 
you’ve already landed in a particu-
larly chaotic after-party. It’s always 
full of faces from around town, who 
come pouring in from whatever gigs 
or events they’ve been at earlier in the 
night, such as at Húrra next door. Dur-
ing peak hours, Paloma feels a bit wild 
and chaotic, like Bakkus used to be, or 
like Kaffibarinn (whose “institution” 
status renders it ineligible) before the 
tourist influx. It’s one of Reykjavík’s 
few “all in” party places. A particu-
larly passionate write-in further noted 
that “it’s a bit dirty, but by that point 
in the night, maybe you don’t care—
you’re so shitfaced that nothing mat-
ters any more.” 
Runners-up: Húrra, Kiki

2014: Paloma 
2013: Harlem (RIP)

Best Cheap Bar
Bar 7

—
Frakkastígur 7

Bar 7 does take-outs, and when we 
say cheap, we mean it—it’s REALLY 
cheap. You can get a happy hour beer 
for 350 ISK, and walk out with the can 
on your way to the next place. Bar 7’s 
raison d’etre is simple: very cheap al-
cohol. It’s nothing fancy of course, but 
if you wanna go cheap: go there.
Runners-up: Glaumbar, Ölsmiðjan

2014: Ölsmiðjan
2013: Ölsmiðjan
2012: Ölsmiðjan
2011: Den Danske Kro
2010: Kaffi Zimsen (RIP)
 2009: Nýlenduvöruverzlun Hem-
ma & Valda (RIP)

Best All-Around Bar
Kex

—
Skúlagata 28

Kex is a hostel bar, although you 
wouldn’t know it. It’s a spacious bar 
room and restaurant with a lively at-
mosphere, cool bric-a-bric decor and 
raw but cosy interior design. The beer 
selection is excellent, and they some-
times have free concerts in the eve-
ning, including the weekly jazz night. 
 Kex also has a garden area which 
hosts gigs during the summer week-
ends, a comfortable sun patio for sun-
ny days, and a nice view of Esja from 
the large front windows. “You can pop 
in there any time and it always feels 
like the right time,” said the panel. 
What more could you ask of our best 
all-round bar?
Runners-up: Boston, Húrra

2014: Boston
2013: Dolly
2012: Faktorý (RIP)

Best Bar To Go Dancing
Kiki Queer Bar

—
Laugavegur 22

With Kaffibarinn an institution and 
Húrra already awarded “best bar for 
live music,” we kicked around several 
late-night dancing spots before settling 
on Kiki Queer Bar, which wins the cat-
egory for the second year running. Their 
pop ‘n’ classics music policy is perfect for 
those who like to sing along and know 
every track they’ll hear. “People go there 
only to dance like crazy,” one friend of 
the Grapevine noted. “You always know 
that it’ll be full of people who are cutting 
loose, and the atmosphere is inclusive, so 
whether you’re in the mood or not, you’ll 
probably end up joining in.” 
Runners-up: Austur, B5

2014: Kiki Queer Bar 
2013: Harlem
2012: Bakkus

Best Newcomer Bar
Mikkeller & Friends 

—
Hverfisgata 12

Mikkeller & Friends is a small but 
perfectly-formed craft bar with fancy 
circus-themed decor and a public house 
feel. It’s a controversial place, as bars go, 
dividing Reykjavík’s drinkers into two 
camps: committed devotees, and those 
who wince at the high prices and small 
measures (you'll get 20% less beer than at 
a regular bar). We are firmly in the pro-
Mikkeller camp, with our panel praising 
the wide range of beers on offer—from 
the darkest, strongest stout they’d ever 
tasted, and the eye-wateringly sour lam-
bic ales, to some mind-blowing Ameri-
can pale ales, brown ales and various 
other beers and lagers. Most of them are 
brewed by Mikkeller, which has over 
300 recipes, and produces each beer in a 
limited batch; the handful of delectable 
guest beers are from similarly indepen-
dent microbreweries. Put simply, Mik-
keller’s 20 taps pour the best beers in 
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town, and it’s a very welcome addition to 
Reykjavík’s bar scene. 
Runners-up: Skúli, Frederiksen

2014: Húrra
2013: Kaldi
2012: Slippbarinn, Hótel Marína
2011: Faktorý (RIP)
2010: Sódóma (RIP)

Best Place To Watch Sports 
Over A Beer

Bjarni Fel 
—

Austurstræti 20

Bjarni Fel is Reykjavík’s downtown 
sports bar institution, winning this cat-
egory for the third year in a row. “It has a 
lot of screens, so you can watch multiple 
games or even multiple sports at once,” 
said our office sports fan. “People con-
gregate there only to watch games, so 
it has a good atmosphere of fun rivalry 
when people are supporting different 
teams. Everyone is very focused on the 
sport, so nobody is talking over the game, 
and no troubadours are gonna come in 
and ruin everything.” 
 Bjarni Fel is attached to Hressó, so 
they offer burgers and bar snacks along 
with their reasonably priced beer. For re-
ally big events, don’t worry about missing 
out: Hressó opens up the back room to ac-
commodate more people.
Runners-up: English Pub, Brooklyn 
Bar

2014: Bjarni Fel
2013: Bjarni Fel
2012: Úrilla Górillan (RIP)
2011: Hvíta Perlan (RIP)
2010: Hvíta Perlan,
2009: Bjarni Fel

Best Beer Selection
Skúli Craft Bar

—
Aðalstræti 9

Skúli is a newcomer on the bar scene, 
and it’s been an instant hit. “It feels like 
it’s always been there,” our panel noted. 
“It’s really settled into the city’s new craft 
bar scene.” Skúli scores points for the old-
fashioned chalkboard presentation of 
what’s on the twelve taps, and the gen-
erally pleasant environment—it’s much 
more atmospheric and comfortable than 
our previous winner, Micro Bar. 
 The beers on offer vary from wheat 
beers to rich IPAs, dark stouts and lighter 
lagers, with six Icelandic beers and six 
imported, and a rotation that means 
there’s always something new to try. 
There’s an extensive selection of bottles 
for those who want to delve deeper, and 
you can buy a tray of small tastes rather 
than a single beer if you prefer. “They 
also have a good wine list,” one panelist 
noted, “so if you don’t drink beers, it’s 
one of the better wine bars to be found in 
Reykjavík.”
Runner-up: Micro Bar

2014: Micro Bar
2013: Micro Bar
2012: Micro Bar

Best Place For Cocktails
Apótek

—
Austurstræti 16

Apótek is an upmarket restaurant with 
a bar in the front, located in a high-ceil-
inged, refurbished spot, from which it 
gets its name—because the building was 
once a pharmacy. “They have a great 
happy hour on their cocktails. You can 
get a cocktail and a dessert for a good 
price,” one write-in remarked. “It’s kind 
of fancy, but not in an intimidating way—
it has a good atmosphere, relaxed, and 
less packed than some of the other con-
tenders,” another noted. “The seating is 
nice, with lots of space, so it feels more 
private—it’s somewhere good for conver-
sation with your drink.” 
Runners-up: Grillmarket, Fishmar-
ket, Slippbarinn

2014: Slippbarinn
2013: Borg, Hotel Borg
2012: Kolabrautin

Best Bar For Live Music
Húrra

—
Naustin

Húrra wins this category hands down, 
with everyone we consulted praising it to 
high heaven. Factors included the sound 
system, which seems like it handles any 
kind of music from acoustic to ambient 
to techno to noise; the lighting, which is 
dynamic and varied depending on the 
artist playing; the great month-round 
programme, which varies between vis-
iting bands, record release parties, DJ 
nights, dance-eoke (yup, it’s a thing), and 
just plain ol’ good parties. Húrra attracts 
a young, fun, fashionable (mostly drunk) 
crowd, has a good range of beers and 
spirits at the bar, and is without question 
the best small music venue in Reykjavík. 
 If it were our policy to give multiple 
awards to the same place, Húrra would 
be raking them in.
No runners-up—Húrra is peerless in 
this category! 

2014: Cafe Rosenberg
2013: Volta (RIP)

Best Bar For Smokers
Boston

—
Laugavegur 28b

Boston is a classic Reykjavík bar that’s 
evolved over the years. From its roots as 
the “sequel” to the wildly popular and 
much-missed party bar Sirkus, it now 
attracts an unpredictably mixed crowd, 
from middle-aged moms out on the town, 
to dressed-up birthday parties, groups of 
tourists and the occasional member of 
Reykjavík’s music-scene royalty. It also 

has a solid DJ lineup, some fancy new 
infused-spirit cocktails, and a comfort-
able upstairs to hide in. 
 To top all this, it has a huge seated 
sun-terrace area for smokers, complete 
with gas-powered heating, shelter from 
the elements, plenty of space, and super 
comfortable sofas. People often spend 
the summer nights outside, deep in con-
versation—this terrace has a really happy 
atmosphere as sun-starved Icelanders 
enjoy the long summer nights. Light ‘em 
up!* 
 (*But don’t forget, smoking is bad for 
you. Maybe get an ecig!)
Runners-up: Loft, Hressó

2014: Hressó
2013: Reykjavík Beats

NEW: Best Happy Hour
Forréttabarinn

—
Nýlendugata 14

As we were sweeping the city’s drink-
ing establishments recently for our an-
nual Bar Guide, we happened upon this 
tucked-away gem of a bar. With an in-
terior that’s somewhere between a cosy 
neighbourhood bar and an exposed-
pipes industrial look, Forréttabarinn 
houses a tapas restaurant in one side, and 
a bar in the other. A large Bríó is just 500 
ISK, with Hoegaarden, Kaldi, Einstök, 
Porter and wine all priced at 650 ISK 
from 16:00-20:00 daily, including week-
ends. And with a range of delicious tapas 
available to snack on from the restaurant 
menu, Forréttabarinn has the happiest 
happy hour in town.
Runners-up: Kaffibarinn, Frederik-
sen

Best Shop To Stock Up On 
Local Design

Spark Design Space
—

Klapparstígur 33

The Spark Design Space is a brightly lit 
white cube on Klapparstígur, perched 
on the fault line between gallery, design 
space and shop. It sells an immaculately 
curated selection of objects—be they 
clothing, prints and posters, fragrances, 
books or household stuff like shelving 
and cushions—with a focus on Icelandic 
projects. The space has a rolling exhibi-
tion programme that showcases work 
by a featured designer, giving the work 
room to breathe and providing a focus on 
their hand-picked makers, and the staff 
are always happy to tell you all about the 
background behind each line. So pop in 
just after payday, splash some krónur on 
something beautiful, and make your life 
just that bit more aesthetically pleasing.
Runner-up: Aurum

2014: Kraum
2013: Kraum
2012: Kraum
2011: Kraum
2010: Kraum

Best Shop To Stock Up On 
Local Fashion Design

Kiosk
—

Laugavegur 65

It’s not that common for customers to 
meet the fashion designers who make 
their clothing. But that’s exactly what 
happens at Kiosk, a high-end Reykjavík 
store manned by a collective of six Ice-
landic fashion designers: EYGLO, heli-
copter, Hildur Yeoman, milla snorrason, 
kyrja and Kristjana S Williams. Sell-
ing exclusively locally made garments, 
the designers run every aspect of Kiosk 
themselves, with one of the six always 
manning the counter. The collections 
change on regular basis, with designers 
in charge of what’s on sale, all of which is 
produced in limited numbers. Shopping 
in Kiosk also means the money flows 
straight to the designers, who are right 
there on hand to offer their insight to the 
customers.
Runner-up: P3

2014: Kiosk
2013: Kiosk
2012: Kiosk
2011: Kiosk

Best Bookstore
Bókabúð Steinars (Sjónarl-

ind)
—

Bergstaðastræti 7

Even though Iceland is a country 
with a remarkably high number of 
published authors per capita—some 
might say a nation of writers—it’s kind 
of surprising how limited the book-
store game is. Bókabúð Steinars on 
Bergstaðastræti is quite singular too, 
offering a lovely and well-curated se-
lection of primarily non-fiction books 
almost exclusively in English. Rang-
ing through topics such as biography, 
gastronomy, fashion, art, photography 
and beyond, they are the only first-
hand indie bookstore in town. “Not 
only do they have great books showing 
styles and photographs, they also have 
an excellent selection of beautiful tu-
torial books,” said one bibliophile. “It 
is really great to find something fun or 
to find something to help you learn a 
serious skill.” Sounds great to us.
Runners-up: Mál og menning, 
Bókin

2014: Nexus
2013: Eymundsson, Bankastræti 
2012:  Mál og Menning
2011: Eymundsson, Austurstræti

 2010: Eymundsson, 
Skólavörðustígur

NEW: Best Barber Shop
Barber Bar 

—
Laugavegur 66

Barber Bar is a relatively new barber 
shop, in (of course) a new Laugavegur 
hotel. They put a welcome focus on 
the experience as much the haircut—
along with a top-class trim, you can 
get a drink from the bar, and browse 
through a selection of vinyl records 
provided by the Reykjavík Record 
Store. “It’s a really nice all-round ex-
perience,” one freshly cut consultant 
noted. “They do unisex haircuts, and 
it’s small and intimate—there are only 
three chairs, so it doesn’t feel crowd-
ed and overwhelming.” So whether 
you’re after a #normcore short back ‘n’ 
sides, fancy bangs, a geometric beard 
trim or a hipster combover, Barber Bar 
will hit the spot.
Runners-up: KEX, Kormáks og 
Skjaldar

NEW: Best Hairdressing 
Salon

Barbarella
—

Suðurgata 7

This year, as opposed to lumping all plac-
es to get one's hair done into one category, 
we decided it was time to split up barbers 
and salons. They’ve usually duked it out 
in one slot and that just isn't fair. In fact, 
it might be somewhat of an upset, but this 
relatively new place right near City Hall 
got the top score in this redefined catego-
ry. The salon is a sort of 60s theme shop 
with mod chic décor and copious refer-
ences to the Jane Fonda B-movie clas-
sic that is their namesake. The talented 
team of stylists includes a couple of stray-
hairs from acclaimed salon Rauðhetta 
og úlfurinn. They offer unisex styling 
and colouring, and they are stocked 
with high-quality products. It might be 
the best place  to get a vintage 'do, like a 
short Twiggy cut or big blonde bombshell 
locks. They may be new, but they’ve got 
our hair wrapped around their pinky.
Runners-up: Rauðhetta og úlfurinn, 
Sjoppan

Best Of Reykjavík
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Best Second Hand Shop—
Hertex

—
Garðastræti 6

Okay, we gotta start by clarifying some-
thing: the difference between a vintage 
shop and a secondhand store. One is not 
better than the other by nature, but they 
are very different in terms of price, qual-
ity and overall store selection. For a long 
time, this category has been handed out 
to a vintage shop (good quality, prices 
that reflect this quality, and a limited 
curated selection). Now it’s time to give 
it back. At Hertex, the Salvation Army’s 
shop on Garðastræti, you get the best real 
secondhand experience in town. “You 
have to dig a bit to strike gold, but the 
clothes are in really good condition and 
they have great stuff and it’s actual sec-
ondhand prices,” enthused one panelist. 
“One time, I found an actual Dior jacket, 
and it cost nothing!” That’s a really lucky 
strike, but it’s that kind of you-never-
know place. The store is clean, quaint and 
run by a couple of sweet, friendly grand-
mothers who keep the place ship-shape. 
We love it.
Runner-up: Fatamarkaður

2014: Spúútnik
2013: Spúútnik
2012: Fatamarkaðurinn

Best Shop For
 “High Fashion”

GK Reykjavík
—

Skólavörðustígur 6

We might ruffle a few cummerbunds 
here, but our panel of fashionista experts 
have declared it so. Swooping the glory 
away from KronKron for the first time, 
GK Reykjavík has a good solid range of 
high-end designers and brands, and, 
as our experts noted, a wider and more 
democratic price range. They have a big 
beautiful location with a great-looking 
layout, good selection and collection 
turnover. “At KronKron they would of-
ten put the old collections on sale and 
then put them back on the floor at regu-
lar price, which is just not right,” one ex-
pert noted. “When GK puts something 
on sale, that’s the last time you see it, and 
there’s new stock after.” Way to keep it 
classy, GK.
Runners-up: KronKron, JÖR

2014: KronKron
2013: KronKron
2012: Kronkron
2011: Kronkron

Best Haberdashery
Kormáks og Skjaldar

—
Laugavegur 59

This is never a tough one. To be perfectly 
honest, this category is singularly domi-
nated by this high-end menswear shop, 
and we would be surprised to see another 

shop give them a run for their money. In 
fact, we patiently await the challenge, 
just to see a little healthy competition. 
But really, Kormákur and Skjöldur know 
what they’re doing, and they keep on do-
ing it well. Keep it up, guys.
Runners-up: No one holds a candle 
to them.

 2014: Herrafataverzlun Kormáks & 
Skjaldar
2013: Jör
 2012: Herrafataverzlun Kormáks & 
Skjaldar
 2011: Herrafataverzlun Kormáks & 
Skjaldar
 2010: Herrafataverzlun Kormáks & 
Skjaldar

Best Place To 
Shop Organic

Frú Lauga, Laugardalur
—

Laugalæk 6

Don’t be fooled by the little outpost shop 
in downtown: for real local organic qual-
ity food, one has to go to Frú Lauga’s 
mothership in Laugardalur. The branch 
out there is completely different, with a 
bigger space, wider selection and even 
their own greenhouse for growing and 
selling their extremely fresh produce 
right on the spot. It doesn’t get any more 
greenhouse-to-table than this—who can 
argue with that kind of quality?
Runner-up: Yggdrasill

2014: Frú Lauga
2013: Frú Lauga
2012: Frú Lauga
2011: Frú Lauga

Best Record Store
Reykjavík Record Shop

—
Klapparstígur 35

This newcomer has quickly become a 
local favourite. With a small but well-
groomed selection, what you see is what 
you get. “There are less records than 
at Lucky, but there is higher product 
turnover and the records are always in 
excellent quality. You can always find 
something really good at a reasonable 
price,” said our crate-digger panelist. 
“Sometimes it has really weird, rare and 
obscure albums that are unexpected 
alongside new beautiful records by cur-
rent bands.” Plus, the owner has been 
known to be a bit of a personal shopper 
to some local DJs, helping them get the 
records they need to keep Reykjavík 
crowds dancing. Keep up the good work!
Runner-up: Lucky Records

2014: Lucky Records
2013: Lucky Records

Best Place to Buy a Wool 
Sweater

 Rauði Krossinn
—

Laugavegur 12 & 116, and Mjódd

As anyone who regularly interacts with 
tourists in Iceland can attest, one of 
the questions you are frequently asked 
is, “Where can I buy a nice traditional 
sweater?”  Handprjónasambandið (The 
Icelandic Hand-Knitting Association) is 
great, but their prices have followed the 
tourism boom. At Rauði Krossinn (the 
Red Cross store) you can buy a really nice 
lopapeysa knit by a real Icelandic grand-
mother for a decent price. They have nice 
staff and a nice location on Laugavegur, 
plus you might find some other second-
hand bargains.
Runner-up: Kolaportið

2014: Handprjónasambandið
2013: Handprjónasambandið

NEW: Best Jewellery Shop
Orri Finn Design

—
Skólavörðustígur 17a

Tucked down in a semi-basement on 
Skólavörðustígur, the shop is a work-
space and shop for Orri Finn’s beauti-
ful and unusual custom creations, with 
such interesting ornaments as cutting 
shears, fountain pen tips, moth wings 
and straight blades. “I was walking by 
the store in a hurry but I caught sight of 
the pendants in the window and I had 
to slow down,” one of our panellists re-
marked. Indeed, they are head-turning 
and remarkable items.
Runner-up: Aurum

NEW: Best Boutique
Aurum

—
Bankastræti 4

This is one of those little shops that just 
draws you in from the outside. With one 
side of its vitrine dedicated to gorgeous 
designer jewellery and the other care-
fully decorated with an array of design 
products, accessories and toys, it's simply 
irresistible. Inside they boast a great ar-
ray of high-quality local design products, 
alongside French perfumes, cool Scandi-
navian bags, and a variety of products for 
the household. You can always expect to 
get something really nice there, whether 
you’re treating yourself or someone you 
love.
Runners-up: Hrím, Spúútnik

NEW: Best Cheap Store 
Tiger

—
Laugavegur 13 & Kringlan

Where can you go to find a nice new 
cookie jar, some lemonade glasses, fin-
ger paints for your little brother, googly-
eye glasses for your niece, cards for your 
relatives birthdays, new candles for your 
bathroom, comfortable long-johns, a 
discreet toilet brush, and a large bag of 
turmeric powder, all for under 10,000 
ISK? No, not seven different stores. Just 
the single, wonderful entity known as Ti-
ger. It’s a big international Scandinavian 
chain but damn, they are excellent and 
cheap cheap cheap. Tiger, always there, 
always reliable.
Runners-up: Geysir, Kría

NEW: Best Goddamn Store 
Geysir

—
Skólavörðustígur 16

So many feelings occur when one 
sees this shiny unicorn of a store on 
Skólavörðustígur—amazement, desire, 
lust, envy, frustration. Sooner or later, 
one has to give in to the temptation 
caused by their pristine window display 
and venture in. Inside, their vast stock is 
built up by high quality, gorgeously de-
signed brands that are built to last. And 
we're not just talking great clothes here. 
There are housewares, accessories, es-
sentials and the surprising little things 
you never quite knew you needed. The 
prices are steep, but what you buy is likely 
to last you a lifetime, and the experience 
of shopping there is always a pleasure. 
It is an all-around wonderful store and 
nothing else compares to it in town. God-
damn it, Geysir is great!
Runners-up: Tiger, 12 Tónar

Best Swimming Pool
Vesturbæjarlaug

—
Hofsvallagata

The best pool in Reykjavík is always a 
hotly contested category. Whether be-
cause of territorial loyalties, nostalgic al-
legiances, or keen observations about the 
minutiae of the various saunas, hot tubs 
and other pool facilities, people get very 

heated on this subject.
 After a long discussion, popular 
“hipster pool” Vesturbæjarlaug was our 
winner. “I’ve heard some of the funniest 
pool stories in the hot tubs at Vesturbæ-
jarlaug,” one panellist noted. “And it’s the 
only pool where I’ve seen Högni from 
Hjaltalín reading poetry to girls from 
a sun chair. You can watch the old men 
doing their exercises, and even join in if 
you want.” A recent refurbishment of the 
pool’s hot tubs and changing rooms was 
a big success, with new transparent sec-
tions in the pool’s perimeter fence mean-
ing there’s always sun shining on the 
hotpots (subject to sunlight). They also 
boast powerful new back-massaging jets. 
Finally, the pool’s proximity to the new 
Kaffihús Vesturbæjar for a post-soak 
snack only helped the case.
Runners-up: Árbæjarlaug, Laugar-
dalslaug

2014: Vesturbæjarlaug
2013: Laugardalslaug
2012: Laugardalslaug
2011: Neslaug
2010: Laugardalslaug
2009: Laugardalslaug

Best Gallery
i8

Tryggvagata 16

Reykjavík is home to a wide range of 
small galleries, from artist-run project 
spaces to commercial galleries, with new 
ones springing up or vanishing quite 
regularly. But amongst this flourishing/
turbulent scene, i8 is a constant. Their 
programme changes every month, often 
offering work by two artists at once from 
i8’s roster of Icelandic and international 
artists. The gallery has a distinct aes-
thetic despite spotlighting a wide range 
of multimedia practise, unified by an 
experimental, playful spirit. This seems 
necessary in the sometimes po-faced and 
academic art world, and this enjoyable ir-
reverence has made i8 a well-known or-
ganisation overseas. The panel remarked 
on the clockwork efficiency of their pro-
gramme, and the sheer quality of the 
work on offer. So despite some promising 
competition, i8 is a clear winner.
Runners-up: Hverfisgallerí, Týs-
gallerí

2014: Kling og Bang
2013: National Museum
2012: National Museum
2011: National Museum
 2010: National Center for Cultural 
Heritage
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Best Art Museum
Reykjavík Art Museum

—
Various locations

This year’s winner is no big surprise, 
having swept this category for the past 
several years. Yup, we've once again de-
termined The Reykjavík Art Museum to 
be the top art museum in Reykjavík, due 
greatly to the fact that it resides in not just 
one but three branches across the city. 
While Hafnarhús often receives the bulk 
of the attention for its location, impres-
sively modern building and host of many 
cultural events, our panel was particu-
larly vocal about Kjarvalsstaðir, located 
right in Klambratún park. “Their per-
manent collection is incredible and they 
have many large spaces. You can always 
count on seeing something good there,” 
one argument went. “It’s a great place to 
take kids because they have a great draw-
ing corner and lots of space,” our parent-
panelist also noted. Ásmundarsafn also 
didn’t go ignored as one of the best off-
the-beaten-path museums to visit. For 
upholding high curatorial standards and 
forward-thinking exhibits in all its loca-
tions, this museum takes the cake.

Runner-up: National Gallery of 
Iceland

2014: Reykjavík Art Museum
2013: Reykjavík Art Museum
2012: Reykjavík Art Museum
2011: Einar Jónsson
2010: Reykjavík Art Museum
2009: Einar Jónsson

Best Museum
Árbæjarsafnið 

—
Kistuhyl 4

It wasn’t so long ago that Reykjavík was 
just a rustic country village where mer-
chants trotted down the mucky roads on 
horses, women would haul their laun-
dry to Laugardalur to do the washing by 
hand, and sheep and chickens were com-
mon residents. Árbærsafnið is an ode to 
that no-so-distant past, a beautifully pre-

served slice of another era in Icelandic 
history. “It’s like a retirement home for 
Icelandic culture—where the old houses 
from 101 go when they die,” one of Grape-
vine's friends noted. 
 Once they arrive on this bucolic patch 
of land in the Árbær suburb, the houses 
are given new life in an old style, and 
the museum's events and shows reflect 
the historic events of the past. In the 
summer, the museum comes alive with 
animals on location and staged exhibits. 
Árbæjarsafnið wins our hearts for its im-
mersive experience, historical accuracy 
and delightful nostalgia.
Runner-up: Phallological Museum of 
Iceland

2014: National Museum of Iceland
2013: National Museum
2012: National Museum
2011: National Museum
 2010: National Center for Cultural 
Heritage

Best Place To Spend A 
Rainy Day
Café Flóra

—
Laugardalur

Café Flóra is located inside a big green-
house in the park area at Laugardalur, 
a short distance from downtown. The 
café is in an atrium that’s full of verdant 
plant life and water features, with views 
out into the parkland. “The rain makes a 
relaxing sound as it hits the greenhouse 
roof, and you can get tea, coffee, snacks 
or a beer if you feel like it,” a long time 
reader wrote in to tell us. “You can sit and 
read a book or look out at the weather, 
and it’s the perfect place to be amongst 
nature whilst staying dry.” And isn't that 
lovely. 
 There’s also an ice-skating rink in the 
hall next door if that’s your kind of thing, 
and when the sun comes out you can take 
a walk in the park. You’ll need your rain-
coat to get there, though. 
Runners-up: Sundhöllin hot tubs, 
Harpa

2014: A Hot Tub
 2013: Reykjavík Art Museum - Haf-
narhús
2012: Bíó Paradís
2011: Bíó Paradís
2010: A hot tub
2009: Borgarbókasafnið

Best Place To Spend A 
Sunny Day
Heiðmörk

Heiðmörk is a park and nature conserva-
tion area at the very edge of greater Reyk-
javík. On one side lies the Rauðhólar area, 
characterised by some dramatic red and 
ochre rock formations jutting out of the 
ground; on the other, there’s a large area 
of spruce and pine woodland. In fact, 
over four million trees have been planted 
there since the park’s inception in 1950, 
and Icelanders go there in droves all the 
year round to wander through the vari-
ous roads and pathways. 
 It’s a beautiful spot for a hike, a me-
andering walk or a picnic, and it has a 
slightly wilder feeling than the many 
well-manicured inner-city parks.
Runners-up: Hjlómskalagarðurinn, 
Laugadalur

2014: Nauthólsvík
2013: Nauthólsvík
2012: Hjartagarðurinn

NEW: Best Place For 
Cycling & Jogging

Ægisíða
We joined the cycling and jogging cat-
egories together this year, for the simple 
reason that the scenic Ægisíða road is 
the perfect place for both. Located out 
on the south side of the Vesturbœr pen-
insula, this peaceful three-lane jogging 
and cycle path skirts a beautiful piece of 
Reykjavík’s coastline, looking over to the 
mountains and volcanic cones of Reyk-
janes. Depending on how far you want 
to go, you could take a short jog around 
the coast, or go as far west as the Grótta 
lighthouse and nature reserve; in the 
eastward direction lies the Nauthólsvík 
man-made beach, and a seaside path that 
leads all the way to Kópavogur. We like 
the combination of tranquil sea views 
and scenery, the distance the paths have 
from traffic (unlike, say, on Sæbraut), the 
separate lanes for bikes and joggers, and 
the fact that it’s not too windy.
Runner-up: Sæbraut

Best Place To See A Movie
Bíó Paradís

—
Hverfisgata 54

This downtown “cinema paradise” is a 
surefire winner for the movie category. 
Showing indie flicks, older movies, cult 
films and a selection of new art-house 
productions, the programme offers 
something for everyone, whilst avoid-
ing the latest Hollywood stuff. Indeed, 
Iceland's only art-house cinema should 
satisfy any would-be cinephile, hosting 
mini-film festivals and special events 
alongside recent Icelandic films with 
English subtitles. It's even a nice place to 
hang out for a drink or two, as the theatre 
has a pleasant seating area and regularly 
hosts art exhibitions and even concerts. 
Also notable is the fact that Bíó Paradís 
is Iceland's only cinema that doesn't have 
intermissions. 
Runners-up: Háskólabíó

2014: VIP Theater, Mjódd
2013: Bíó Paradís

 

Best Romantic Walk
Öskjuhlíð

Set just outside of the city centre, 
Öskjuhlíð is a small hill crowned by dis-
tinctive landmark Perlan. It’s covered in 
little roads and paths through the trees 
that branch out into a winding network, 
offering a rare chance to get lost in this 
diminutive city. “You can have some pri-
vacy there, unlike at Sæbraut or Tjörnin,” 
one panellist noted. “It’s more intimate. 
There are so many little paths, you can 
just wander in the nature without being 
disturbed. You also have some options 
on Öskjuhlíð, if you feel like romancing it 
up with a seaside walk and an ice cream, 
because at the back of the hill is the Nau-
thólsvík beach.” 
 The area also a sprawling graveyard 
to go and explore (see our “Best Grave-
yard To Hang Out In” award). And as far 
as makeout spots go, well, it doesn’t get 
much better than this.
Runners-up: Ægisíða, Tjörnin

2014: Grótta 
2013: Grótta
2012: Grótta
2011: Grasagarðurinn
2010: Sæbraut
2009: Öskjuhlíð

Best Shock Walk
Hafnarstræti and Hverfisgata

This category was coined almost espe-
cially for the somewhat extreme nightlife 
devastation seen on the puke ‘n’ glass-
strewn pavements of Laugavegur after 
Friday and Saturday nights. But lately, 
our panel noted, the streets of Hafnar-
stræti and Hverfisgata (which join to-
gether at Lækjargata) have become kind 
of shocking for different reasons. “It’s 
a hotspot for drunken attacks by really 
wasted people,” one panellist remarked, 
adding that he was also shocked by the 
construction-related devastation in the 
area. “It doesn’t feel safe, sometimes. 
And so many buildings have been razed 
to the ground,” he continued. “I saw an 
old building on Hafnarstræti that’s had 
its face torn off to reveal a gutted inte-
rior, and it made me go ‘WOAH!’ These 
streets are as close to a ‘ghetto’ as Reyk-
javík gets.” 
Runners-up: Laugavegur at 5am 
(drunken destruction), Laugavegur at 
3pm (tourist overload)

2014: Laugavegur 5am
2013: Laugavegur 5am

Best Place To Enjoy A Zen 
Moment

Viðey

Just outside of the hubbub of Reykjavík’s 
downtown area lies Viðey, a tiny unpopu-
lated island in the Faxaflói bay. It’s dot-
ted with a couple of buildings, including 
one of Iceland’s oldest churches, a quaint 
cabin, and a small restaurant. Home to 
a series of pillar sculptures by Richard 
Serra and Yoko Ono’s “Peace Tower,” it’s 
accessible by Elding boat in the summer 
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(somewhat optimistically designated as 
May-September), leaving from Harpa, 
Reykjavík’s old harbour, or the ferry ter-
minal on Skarfagarðar, for a reasonable 
1100 ISK. 
 “Viðey feels like a step away from the 
city," one reader noted. "As soon as you set 
foot on the boat, you’re decompressing 
from downtown. And once you’re on the 
island it’s even better—you can be com-
pletely at peace, away from the summer 
crowds. Esja looks beautiful—you’re right 
there with the mountains, the sea and the 
nature.”
Runners-up: Viðey won this hands 
down

2014: Elliðaárdalur
2013: Tjörnin
2012: Öskjuhlíð
2011: Húsdýragarðurinn
2010: Alþingi
2009: Reykjavík Botanical Gardens

Best Place To Spend Time 
With Kids

Húsdýra- og Fjölskyldu-
garðurinn

—
Laugardalur

The parents we consulted readily picked 
this place, a petting zoo and family park 
located in the Laugardalur valley, for its 
benefits to kids and grown-ups alike. 
“Kids are occupied the whole time, with 
the animals and playing in the adventure 
park, and at the end of the day they are 
completely exhausted,” said one parent. 
It checks off all the boxes for keeping 
kids entertained and making bedtime a 
breeze. Bottom line: cute animals to cud-
dle, colourful things to bounce on, and 
easy on the wallet.
Runners-up: There was no contest for 
this category.

2014: Húsdýragarðurinn
2013: Fjölskyldugarðurinn
2012: Lynghagaróló Playground

Best Place To Read A Book
Stofan

—
Vesturgata 3

We’ll be honest, this wasn’t such an easy 
one. There was pretty tough competition 
between this beautiful, warm and com-
fortable café in downtown Reykjavík and 
the Reykjavík City Library, a mere block 
away. The library is of course a building 
full of books built with almost the exclu-
sive purpose of faciliating reading, but 
Stofan has a certain je-ne-sais-quoi that 
is so inviting to bringing your own and 
sitting there for hours. “The downstairs 
level is especially nice to read in,” said 
one person. “It’s spacious and cavernous 
but gets lots of light and you can just sink 
into the vintage couches.” 
 Plus, with a great menu of coffees, 
cakes and light meals, there’s no need to 
relocate when your reading energy starts 
to fade. We’ll be doing our reading down 
there, thank you.
Runner-up: Reykjavík City Library

2014: National and University Library
2013: Stofan
2012: Stofan

Best Day Trip 
From Reykjavík

Snæfellsnes
There are some people who say that 
Snæfellsnes is like a “mini Iceland,” and 
with good reason. Only two hours away 
from Reykjavík, the peninsula has a 
little bit of everything that can be found 
around the island—a magnificent and fa-
mous glacier, rolling marshy lava fields, 
natural hot pots, an incredible coastline 
with volcanic sands and rocky cliffs, and 
small towns with cosmopolitan vibes. 
“It’s nice all year round. In the summer 
you can go walk on the red sand beaches 
and in the winter you can walk or drive a 
snowcat onto Snæfellsjökull glacier,” said 
one person emphatically. Stykkishólmur 
is nice town to visit before driving back 
to the capital in the same day, with lots of 
colourful characters and interesting at-
tractions like the Library of Water. Dot-
ted with amazing sights like a crashed 
ship, a beached whale carcass (at times), 
lighthouses, cliffs and caves, Snæfellsnes 
is our get-outta-town winner.
Runners-up: Hvalfjörður, Þingvellir 

2014: Snæfellsnes
2013: Reykjadalur
2012: Mosfellsbær and Esja

Best Place To Watch The 
Sunset
Grótta 

This is another tough one. Some parts of 
the year the only light we get is a perma-
nent sunset, and then there’s those pesky 
months where the sun barely sets at all 
and sleeping mask manufacturers rejoice. 
Admittedly, most of the city has a pretty 
great vantage point of the sky, but there 
was unanimous consensus amongst 
those we consulted that nowhere else in 
the city offers quite the same experience 
as watching the light fade from Grótta. 
 All the way at the western tip of the 
city, the beachy point provides a perfect 
360-panoramic view and gives the il-
lusion of being out of the city when one 
hasn’t even left it. If the tide is out you can 
even access the lighthouse. It’s just the 
perfect place to enjoy the peace and quiet 
and the disappearing sun.
Runner-up: Hallgrímskirkja

2014: Perlan
 

Best People-Watching Spot
Austurvöllur 

This city is a great place to observe other 

human beings. There’s always someone 
familiar, colourful characters and inter-
esting interactions. We had a few strong 
contenders for the best vantage point, 
but the square in front Alþingi swept the 
category in the end. “Everyone passes by 
here—tourists, politicians, artists, kids, 
drunks,” said one panelist. “It’s like all of 
Reykjavík’s street life in one place.” With 
the entire northern row of the square 
lined with pub patios, it’s especially well 
set up for sitting and relaxing and watch-
ing the town go by. Plus there is always 
something happening in the square—a 
protest, some kind of performance art, or 
just a good old-fashioned bumfight. Just 
sit back and enjoy.
Runners-up: Nauthólsvík, Prikið

2014: Second Floor Window Seats, 
Eymundsson on Austurstræti

2013: Booths at Hressó 

Best Graveyard To Hang 
Out In

Fossvogskirkjugarður
—

Vesturhlíð 8

This year’s winner of the best graveyard 
to hang out in is Fossvogskirkjugarður—
a wonderful, hidden spot nestled at the 
back of Öskjuhlíð. Whilst we also love 
the history and layout of previous win-
ner Hólavallagarður, Fossvogskirkju-
garður has a wilder and less cultivated 
atmosphere, and less people around. 
“It’s a graveyard that’s full of life,” one 
panellist said. “The trees and wild plants 
grow right between the graves, so it’s like 
you’re in a forest as well as a graveyard. 
There are lots of paths to explore, and 
little secret places. Sometimes you really 
don’t see many other people, so you can 
feel pleasantly alone there, except for all 
the bunny rabbits running around your 
feet.” 
Runner-up: Hólavallagarður

2014: Hólavallagarður
2013: Hólavallagarður

Best Cheap Thrill
Bingo

This city is not especially renowned for 
facilitating frugality, so coming up with 
cheap thrills is always a challenge when 
we run this poll. This year, though, like 
a bolt from the blue, somebody remem-
bered the bingo hall up on Skipholt. Un-
der the cool vintage sign and within the 
no-frills exterior, one will find all walks 
of life commonly sharing the bingo expe-
rience. “It’s run by all these great old la-
dies—only women work there—and you 
can buy a ticket for just 300 ISK or get ten 
like the pros,” our panel's bingo aficiona-
do noted. “There’s a stage where they call 
the bingo from and behind there’s this 
huge screen where the numbers show 
up so it’s really easy to follow along. Plus 
the ladies are so helpful.” Also, it’s one of 
the few sober spaces in town on weekend 
nights. Bingo!
Runners-up: Riding the city busses, 
Art openings and free gigs, Shoplift-
ing

2014: Sea Swimming at Nauthólsvík
2013: Reykjavík City Library

NEW: Best Mural / 
Street Art

Guido Van Helten at Grandi

For all the great galleries and art muse-
ums we have in this city, far too little is 
said about the incredible amount and 
quality of street art that fills our city. 
While the competition was tough, our 
entire panel was smitten by the stunning 
works of Guido Van Helten on the white-
washed buildings in Grandi. Overlooking 
empty construction pits, his charcoal 
sketch-styled paintings are both realistic 
and fantastical, with the tight close-up 
faces creating a hyper-sensuous juxta-
position to the industrial rubble beneath. 
It’s not only incredible art, but a moving 
sight altogether. 
Runners-up: Sara Riel’s Hands, all 
around Reykjavík

Reykjavík 
Institutions 

Through compiling our second annual 
best of list back when, we reached the 
conclusion that some of these places are 
so firmly established as local favourites 
that naming them “best of” anything 
is sort of redundant. Furthermore, we 
thought having to compete with local 
favourites was almost unfair to all the 
new places trying to make their name. 
There will only ever be one Ísbúð Vestur-
bæjar, and it will probably remain Reyk-
javík’s favourite ice cream joint for as 
long as they don’t mess up horribly. That 
shouldn’t mean we can’t get excited and 
dish out props to other ice cream vendors. 
 We came up with a solution that 
would give us a chance to honour some of 
the perennial local favourites while still 
giving props to new and exciting places. 
We simply made a category that we call 
REYKJAVÍK INSTITUTIONS.

What makes a 
‘REYKJAVÍK 

INSTITUTION’? 

By our definition, a ‘REYKJAVÍK IN-
STITUTION’ is a place or entity that’s 
time and time again proven itself as one 
of the best of its kind, and has remained 
a must-visit through the years. When 
achieving INSTITUTION status, an es-
tablishment is automatically disqualified 
from winning any ‘best of’ categories, be-
cause you’re beyond being ‘best,’ having 
been all consistently awesome for a long, 
long time.

—  A REYKJAVÍK INSTITUTION is a 
must-visit for tourists to Reykjavík.

—  A REYKJAVÍK INSTITUTION will 
retain its status as such until it starts 
sucking, in which case we will ceremo-
niously remove them from our list next 
year.

Without further ado, here are our REYK-
JAVÍK INSTITUTIONS, along with 
some choice reader and specialist quotes 
that argue their status:
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Kaffibarinn
“Despite some ups and downs, Kaffibar-
inn has remained the undisputed reign-
ing champion of Reykjavík nightlife and 
drinking for well over a decade. They are 
a true nightlife institution.”

Bæjarins bestu
“Everyone goes there. All the time. For 
over 70 years now. Not exactly gourmet 
dining, but a really freaking great snack 
nonetheless.”

Ísbúð vesturbæjar

“It’s hard to explain the charm to outsid-
ers, just tell them to go there. The ever-
present queue speaks for itself.”

Hornið

“For a restaurant to remain so consistent-
ly on top of its game for over thirty years 
is one huge achievement. They are cosy, 
dependable and ever-tasty."

Mokka
“They brought ‘coffee’ to Iceland, pretty 
much”.

Tíu dropar
"Quintessentially Icelandic in every way. 
The coffee, the cake, the vibe. If I were to 
point a visiting friend to ‘the essence of 
Iceland,’ this is where I would send him.”

Kolaportið
“If Kolaportið weren’t around, we’d need 
to establish it immediately, lest we vanish 
back to the dark ages of commerce.”

Bókin – Bókabúð Braga

“It’s hard to imagine Reykjavík without 
it. So let’s not.”

Brynja

“This neighbourhood hardware store 
almost predates Laugavegur, and they 
always serve you with a smile (and don’t 
mind throwing in some good advice 
when needed).”

Austur-Indía félagið

“Probably your safest bet for fine dining 
in Iceland, period.”

Jómfrúin
“This Danish ‘smørrebrød’ house pro-
vides a unique atmosphere and taste you 
won’t find elsewhere in town... or in the 
world for that matter.”
 

Prikið

“Serving old men their morning coffee 
since way back, and somehow combin-
ing that with serving beer and hip hop to 
young folks since the late ‘90s. And burg-
ers. And milkshakes. A one of a kind place 
with spirit and soul.”

Sundhöll Reykjavíkur
“The Guðjón Samúelsson designed 
Sundhöll Reykjavíkur with its maze of 
locker rooms is a beautiful building, and 
the nude sunbathing facilities, soothing 
hot pots and an atmosphere that has re-
mained relatively unchanged since the 
1930s all add to its appeal. While some of 
Reykjavík’s other pools might offer more 
diversity, Sundhöll Reykjavíkur remains 
a unique and enduring local favourite.”

Feel like we missed one? Drop us a line at 
bestof@grapevine.is explaining why a 
given place should be merited INSTITU-
TION status.

Best Of Reykjavík



NÝJAR ÍSLENSKAR
FYRIR SUMARIÐ

www.sena.is/tonlistwww.sena.is/tonlist

ICELANDIC ROCK CLASSICS
Collection of the greatest icelandic rock 
tunes for the past 45 years.

HOT SPRING - GUNNUHVER
Sixteen current and awe-inspiring 
indie songs from Iceland’s creative 
music scene.

THE PERFECT 
SOUNDTRACK
TO ICELAND

ÁSGEIR TRAUSTI
Dýrð í dauðaþögn

HOT SPRING - KERIÐ SAVANNA TRÍÓ
Folksongs from Iceland

INSTRUMENTAL ICELAND ACOUSTIC ICELAND

GUÐMUNDUR INGÓLFSSON
Þjóðlegur fróðleikur

ICELANDIC FOLKSONGS
and other favorites

KALEO



The International Organ Summer 
in Hallgrímskirkja 2015

13th June – 9th August

Hallgrimskirkja's Friends of the Arts Society 33rd season

18. 6.  Lenka Mateova, 
 Kópavogur Church
 Steinunn Skjenstad soprano
25. 6.  Kári Þormar, Dómkirkjan
2. 7.  Jónas Þórir, Bústaðakirkja,
 film music, Star Wars and more
9. 7.  Hörður Áskelsson,   
 Hallgrímskirkja
 Fjölnir Ólafsson baritone
16. 7.  Guðný Einarsdóttir, 
 Fella- og Hólakirkja
23. 7. Steingrímur Þórhallsson,   
 Neskirkja/Pamela Sensi flute
30. 7.  Eyþór Wechner Franzson
6. 8.  Ágúst Ingi Ágústsson

Lunchtime concerts 
on Thursdays at 12 noon

In cooperation with 
Icelandic Organist Association

Lunchtime concerts 
on Wednesdays at 12 noon

Schola cantorum
Hallgrimskirkja Chamber Choir

13. 6. 12 noon  Björn Steinar Sólbergsson, 
& 14. 6. 5 pm    Hallgrímskirkja
20. 6. 12 noon  Iveta Aphalna, world famous concert
& 21. 6. 5 pm   organist, Latvia
27. 6. 12 noon  James B. Hicks, Norway
& 28. 6. 5 pm   / Virginia Hicks USA soprano
4. 7. 12 noon  Elżbieta Karolak, Poland
& 5. 7.  5 pm 
11. 7. 12 noon  Hörður Áskelsson, Music Director of 
& 12. 7.  5 pm  Hallgrimskirkja
18. 7. 12 noon  Dexter Kennedy, USA, Winner of  
& 19. 7. 5 pm   Chartre Int. Organ Competition 2014
25. 7. 12 noon  Janos Kristofi, Hungary
& 26. 7. 5 pm 
1. 8. 12 noon  Lára Bryndís Eggertsdóttir, Iceland
& 2. 8. 5 pm
8. 8. 12 noon  Andreas Liebig,  Basel Münster, 
& 9. 8. 5 pm    Switzerland

Weekend concerts 
Saturday at 12 noon and Sunday at 5 pm 

with international concert organists

DINNER
6 COURSE MENU
STARTS WITH A “REFRESHING“ SHOT 
OF THE NATIONAL SNAPS BRENNIVÍN
FOLLOWED BY A BITE-SIZED TASTE OF PUFFIN 

OCEAN PERCH
Slow cooked ocean perch, beetroot purée, spicy 
butter, serrano ham, beetroot 

MINKE WHALE
Shallot vinaigrette, crispy Jerusalem artichokes 

SEA TROUT 
Yuzu mayo, truffle mayo, crispy quinoa, apple

PLAICE
Samphire, green asparagus, blood orange, lime beurre blanc 

RACK OF FREE RANGE ICELANDIC LAMB
Lamb fillet, leeks, pickled onions, browned celeriac, baked 
carrots, spinach and dill cream 

Dessert by pastry chef Axel Þ.
CHOCOLATE ROSE
Chocolate mousse, raspberry gel, Sacher layer

7.990 kr.

          Austurstræti 16          101 Reykjavík          apotek@apotekrestaurant.is          

ICELANDIC GOURMET MENU
Freshly caught seafood and free range lamb – with a modern twist

FROM 17:00

apotek.is
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According to the woman working there 
(who was silently poring over a book on 
Dorothy Thompson and Viveca West), 
most Sjónarlind customers come in 
hoping to fulfil a specific yearning —
photographers looking for photo books, 
travellers looking for travel guides. But 
with the varied and eclectic stock-
ist, Sjónarlind can also be the perfect 
place for a little literary exploring. Just 
peruse for minutes, and bibliophiles will 
find everything from glossy hardcov-
ers on gothic architecture to illustrated 
child editions of ‘Arabian Nights’—a true 
bookstore for bookstore-lovers. 
 With such an eccentric selection, 
we decided to highlight some of the 
weirder niches of Sjónarlind. Come 
check it out!

Children’s books 
in any language 

Anyone can buy the latest literary craze, 
but only in Sjónarlind can you pick up a 
new copy of ‘Igrzyska Smierci’ (that’s 
Polish for ‘The Hunger Games’). Along 
with a large section of Polish young 
adult novels and English chapter books, 
Sjónarlind offers picture books in a va-
riety of languages ranging from Italian 
to Vietnamese. The store sells not only 
light storybooks, but also sticker-books 
and language learning workbooks. So 
your kid has wanderlust? Sjónarlind 
gives you a great (and cheap!) way to 
let your young one get global. 

Woodworking 
DIY is all the rage, and with massive 
amount of hobby books, Sjónarlind will 
probably be able to cater to all your 
crafting whims. But considering the 
lack of endemic Icelandic trees, there 
does seem to be an unusual amount of 

woodworking books in the store. The 
woman at the till explains this: Sjónarl-
ind supports a small but very active 
community of Reykjavík woodworkers. 
With workbooks covering everything 
from making chests and cabinets to 
carving fantasy figurines, Sjónarlind is 
the place to go if you’re looking to get 
into a hands-on hobby. Watch out for 
splinters! 

Radical texts

Everyone wants to be on some sort of 
list, so why not join one that’ll make 
your time at Keflavík Airport even lon-
ger and more exciting? Fight the power 
at Sjónarlind with three shelves of radi-
cal political nonfiction imported directly 
from the extremist hubs of the U.K. and 
U.S. Covering everything from ‘Hamas: 
A Beginner’s Guide’ to ‘Change in Pu-
tin’s Russia’ to ‘NHS SOS’, the store will 
give you all the information you need 
to become popular at dinner parties. 
Come get cynical or idealistic—Che 
Guevara t-shirt not included. 

Comic art books

Reykjavík is the city of graffiti, and now 
you can bring that tagging spirit inside 
the home with large coffee table books 
showcasing the art of comics (a’hem, 
graphic novels). Sjónarlind’s love of 
the medium is global, with ‘Anime 
Techniques’ and ‘Manga Female Clip 
Art’ right alongside ‘The Art of Harvey 
Kurtz’. Trust us: a prominent display of 
love towards Superman is guaranteed 
to impress any potential date. But tread 
lightly—you don’t want to become that 
smelly guy wearing a Pokémon hat at 
Stofan. We all need limits. Respect 
yours.  

Founded by Steinar Gunnarsson in 1981, the Sjónarlind 
bookstore has resided in its Bergstaðastræti location for 
more than three decades now, becoming an integral and 
rooted piece of the downtown community. While three dif-
ferent people have owned the shop since it opened, the 
overarching philosophy of the bookstore has always re-
mained consistent. Offering a specialist selection of art, cof-
fee table, and children’s books—predominantly in English— 
Sjónarlind has the type of niche hardcovers you’ll never find 
in the bigger stores. 

Photo
Art Bicnick

Words
Hannah Jane Cohen

Niches Of 
Sjónarlind
Bergstaðastræti’s bookstore 
offers a plethora of peculiarities 
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* Klambratún Park, Reykjavík (five minutes walking from Hallgrímskirkja Church) *
* Knowledge of Icelandic unnecessary to enjoy the shows *

* Ticketsales are on www.midi.is and by the tent * 
* Ticketbooth phone number: 6593388 *

* www.sirkusislands.is *

* Children show *
Sunday

 * Family show *
Thursday through Sunday 

* Adult show (18+) *
Friday and Saturday

Best summer jam:

 Jón Þór’s “Stelpur”

“Stelpur” (“Girls”) is an up-tempo guitar-
driven number about being wasted in 
Reykjavík, searching for some love at the 
bar. It’s part Supergrass, part Weezer, part 
Mac DeMarco, and 100% pure Icelandic 
summer hookup jam. It’s bound to be a 
theme song for bright nights, feelings of 
anxiety and intoxicated bliss. The jangly 
guitar riff sets the mood and the chorus, 

with its oh-so-sweet “Ohh la la la” female 
backing vocals, cinches it as an ultimate 
summer anthem.

Best Berlin techno club
in Iceland: 

Hel at Secret Solstice

Hel is an old Icelandic word for Hell and 
it’s a well-known fact that Satan is bound 
to be a better after-party host than the 
bearded guy upstairs. At the Secret Sol-
stice festival, the Icelandic ice skating rink 

(sans ice) was turned into a pitch-black 
vortex with a single neon light halo hov-
ering over the DJ. It was a place where 
every bass drum sucked you deeper and 
deeper into a black hole of trance-induc-
ing tribal ceremonies of the ancient past, 
where the rift between body and soul 
faded away, where people surrendered 
to the beat in the comfort of darkness, 
where nobody was judged and indul-
gence was a virtue. 

Best 80s revival EP: 

Buspin Jieber’s ‘We Came 
As We Left’ 

In March, the Icelandic electronic-loving 
label Raftónar put out a tremendous EP 
from local producer Buspin Jieber called 
‘We Came As We Left’. Buspin Jieber is 

Iceland’s answer to the American pro-
ducer Com Truise, sharing his love for the 
80s and a take on a celebrity name. Our 
favourite tracks are the opener “Joyrides 
and Girls” and closer “The Dream.”

Best outdoor concert:

FKA twigs at Secret Solstice

Everything about FKA twigs that evening 
was a work of art—from her light purple 
one-piece to her modern dance moves to 

her incredible force of a voice. The band 
played ultra-current beats and melodies 
on custom-made instruments in a lively 
way that’s seldom seen in electronic mu-
sic. FKA twigs is the empress of musical 
modernity and has sound and vision in 
abundance. 

Best electronic album: 

Tonik Ensemble’s ‘Snapshots’

Local electronic wizard Anton Kaldal re-
leased his first album as Tonik Ensemble 
(formerly Tonik) on February 10. The al-
bum, ‘Snapshots’, is a colourful blend 
of electronic beats, live and electronic 
instruments and beautiful vocals with a 
brilliant underwater techno feel. It’s our 
favourite Icelandic electronic album of 
the year so far.

Best r’n’b slow jam:

Vagina Boys’ “Elskan af því bara”

“Elskan af því bara” (“Baby, just be-
cause”) is a wonderfully bittersweet r’n’b 
jam painted with 80s-sounding drum ma-
chines and warm synth pads. The icing on 
the cake is the vocals, which have layers 
upon layers of autotune and vocoder ef-
fects tweaked in all sorts of unexpected 
ways. Smack in the middle of irony and 

sincerity, it’s tailor-made for an after-party 
of two.

Best concert we’re ashamed 
to admit we liked:

Skrillex at Sónar

Skrillex is worshipped by the Spring 
Break-hungry youth and loathed by bit-
ter old chin-stroking self-proclaimed ex-
perts like ourselves. However, we thought 
Skrillex’s show at Sónar was a carpet-
bombing on the senses and the explosive 
energy and joy was undeniable. Bass 
drops, graphics, lasers and smoke were 
pumped in your face every split second 
so you couldn’t analyse a thing before a 
new stimulus was heading your way.  He 
even threw Björk, the 'Star Wars' theme 
and the Icelandic flag into his set for good 
measure while he jumped around and on 
top of his gadget table. We were too old 
for this shit, but liked it nonetheless.

Straumur has been active since last 
summer, with writers Óli Dóri and Davíð 
Roach documenting the local music 
scene and helping people discover new 
music at straum.is. It is associated with 
the radio show Straumur on X977, which 
airs every Monday evening at 23:00.

For our contribution to the Grapevine's annual Best of Reyk-
javík issue, we reflect on the best of the Icelandic music 
scene in 2015, so far...

The Best Of 2015, 
So Far!

Words Óli Dóri & Davíð Roach Gunnarsson

Photos  From Grapevine archives and Facebook pages

Straumur radio show airs 
Mondays on X977 at 23:00

Straumur www.straum.is

STRAUMUR
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Recommended on 

The tiny shop is run mostly by one man, 
Reynir Berg Þorvaldsson, along with 
a co-worker. He opened the store last 
October, saying it was just an old dream 
he had. As an avid vinyl collector since 
he was a teenager and having previ-
ously worked at Lucky Records, his 
decision to open his own place seemed 
natural, albeit a little impulsive. “Vinyl’s 
my passion and my number one hobby, 
and any time I have a free minute, I 
just go online and read about records 
or buy a record or listen to records,” 
Reynir said. “It’s what I wanted to do, 

so I just had this momentary insanity 
where I just quit my job [as an opera-
tional manager] and decided to open a 
record shop.”
 Though the shop has only been 
open for nine months, business has 
been going smoothly. “I’m not rich, but I 
mean, it’s working. That’s all I’m asking 
for,” Reynir shrugged. “And everybody’s 
super, super positive. People are like, 
‘I’m so happy this is not a puffin shop.’” 
Reynir even hosted an outdoor concert 
a few weeks ago with Reykjavík’s own 
space cadet dj. flugvél og geimskip, 

which attracted quite a crowd. “Too 
many people showed up, actually,” he 
laughed. Though the neighbors may 
not like it, he plans to have more shows 
in the future.
 Given the wide array of options for 
listening to music to-
day (we may even be 
in the midst of a small 
cassette renaissance), 
Reynir seemed ada-
mant in his beliefs that 
vinyl will always come 
out on top, despite 
whatever trends come 
and go. “You know the 
Levi’s slogan? ‘Qual-
ity never goes out of 
style.’ It’s kind of like 
that,” he said. “Be-
sides the factor that it’s 
something collectable and big in your 
hands and so beautiful and the act of 
playing it and all that, the main reason 
is that it sounds better.” Reynir does, 
however, include other music products 
in his shop, like CDs and cassettes, 
along with t-shirts, tote bags, books, 
and (soon!) a few mugs.
 Reykjavík Record Shop started 
mainly with Reynir’s own collection of 
old records, but now includes some-
where between 2,000 to 3,000 records 
from a wide spread of genres and coun-

tries. Right now, the balance is some-
where around 60% used records, and 
40% new releases, but Reynir antici-
pates that it will be around 50/50 soon 
as he’s always getting new stuff into the 
shop. He cites his curiosity and desire 

to satisfy the custom-
ers as a reason why 
Reykjavík has taken so 
kindly to his little shop. 
“I always try to listen to 
the customers. Every 
day I get some advice,” 
he explained. “I try to 
hang out on the inter-
net, read what records 
are coming out, what’s 
good, listen to it, see 
what people are saying 
about the records, what 
they’re buying in other 

countries… I try to keep on my toes.”
 And he’s a clever buyer, too—with 
the recent Secret Solstice festival, 
Reynir made sure to stock up on art-
ists that were playing, like Wu-Tang 
Clan and FKA Twigs, and sure enough, 
that’s what sold. “There’s always some-
one who comes after the festival, like, 
‘Wow, I really liked this band,’ and buys 
a record,” he said, “or wants to warm 
up and listen to something before the 
concert.” And with the upcoming All 
Tomorrow’s Parties festival, Reynir’s 

been ordering records by some of the 
headliners, like Godspeed You! Black 
Emperor and Public Enemy.
 Still, Reynir says Icelandic indie re-
cords are what tend to sell best, and 
Icelandic artists in general, as that’s 
what a lot of foreigners look for when 
visiting. “I get a lot of questions like, ‘Do 
you have any Icelandic funk? Icelandic 
punk?’” he said. “People have a specific 
genre in mind, and they want the Ice-
landic version of it.” 
 Though Reynir tries to please his 
store browsers, he has plenty of re-
cords that may be delightfully unknown 
to window-browsers. Scanning the 
walls of the shop, I saw plenty of famil-
iar sights (including the catalogue of 
the French band Air—nice one, Reynir!), 
but I was almost dizzy by all the albums 
I didn’t know, with their sharp designs 
and fuzzy psychedelic covers that 
begged to be discovered (that is, if I 
actually owned a record player). 
 And while much of his collection 
is Icelandic and Western-centric, his 
records extend all over the world, in-
cluding a substantial number of albums 
from Africa, Asia, France, Brazil, and 
Jamaica. “I mean, it’s just all over,” he 
said. “If it’s good music, I buy it.” And so 
far, that strategy seems to be working 
well for Reynir.

Words Katie Steen

Photos Katie Steen

Right near Kaldi Bar sits the sleek and discreet Reykjavík Re-
cord Shop, a newcomer to the city that has swiped the title 
of Best Record Store in Reykjavík this year. The shop, easy to 
miss when walking down the street, feels understated, even 
humble. It’s a beautiful day outside when I visit, so the down-
town area is buzzing with day drinkers and tourists hyped up 
on 24-hour sun, but when I walk into the shop, a cosy space 
with grey walls decorated simply by colourful records and 
jazz spinning softly, there’s immediately an air of calm.

Vinyl Dreams 
Lead To Lots Of 

Local Love

“I get a lot of ques-
tions like, ‘Do you 
have any Icelandic 
funk? Icelandic 
punk?’” he said. 
“People have a spe-
cific genre in mind, 
and they want the 
Icelandic version of it.”
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Come and see full-scale models of the 23 whale species that have been found off Iceland’s 
coastal waters. Walk amongst life-size models, check out the interactive media and explore 
these majestic creatures in our family-friendly exhibition. 

WELCOME TO OUR CAFÉ   |   GET A SOUVENIR IN OUR GIFT SHOP   |   BOOK A WHALE WATCHING TOUR

Fiskislóð 23-25  |  Reykjavík  |  Tel. +354 571 0077  |  Open every day 9 am – 7 pm  |  www.whalesoficeland.is

Walk Amongst  the Giants
“Power and grace”
This is a new exhibition. Not intimidatingly big or 
scientific, it gives a vivid, unforgettable realisation 
of the power, grace and magnificence of these 
huge sea-creatures.

REYKJAVÍK HARBOUR
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Spectacular Whale Exhibition

THIS SUMMER AT HARPA

HIGHLIGHTS
-  HARPA MUSIC HALL
-  THE OLD HARBOUR
- CITY HALL
-  THE QUIRKY STREETS OF ROCK VILLAGE
-  THE ICLANDIC PARLIAMENT
-  HALLGRÍMSKIRKJA CHURCH
- A RIDE ALONG THE SEASHORE

Exper ience Reyk jav ík  in  a  

unique way ,  guided by loca l s  

in  an eco- f r iend ly  TukTuk 

Bo ok ing and informat ion

www. t t t . i s

Te l :  ( +354)  788 5500

TUK TUK Tours  
HARPA - Conference & Music Hall 

101 Reykjavik 
info@ttt.is

30 MINUTES - ISK 5.000
75 MINUTES - ISK 7.500

     tuktuk ice land



I arrive ten minutes late, but so does 
Ólöf. We grab a seat inside the wonderful 
white gazebo outside the entrance. She’s 
brought her son along, who sits at the end 
of the table drinking Appelsín and playing 
Minecraft. 
 “Well, this was meant to be a rainy 
day,” I said. “but I guess the weather’s ac-
tually pretty nice. Maybe we’ll just imagine 
it’s a rainy day.”
 “Yeah, we’ll do that,” she laughs.

The joy of touring 
and coming home

After doing a headliner tour in Spain and 
Portugal in May, Ólöf has been rather qui-
et, as those shows came on the back of a 
major tour with José Gonzalez. “I played 
sixteen shows in Europe with him in 
March and April. Then we played twenty 
in America too. A lot of concerts! It was 
a lot of work, but it was fun as well,” she 
says. “It’s a really good experience to play 
every night.” 
 While Ólöf has enjoyed many years of 
success both at home and abroad with 
múm, her most recent album ‘Palme’ and 
the tour with José Gonzalez represent 
major steps for her already prolific solo 
career. “Of course, it’s a different situation 
when you’re opening, because while you 
have some people who already know you, 
at the same time you’re playing to a lot of 
new listeners. It makes you a little bit more 
vulnerable to play every night to people 
who don’t know who you are. But I really 
enjoyed it and I think José is a great artist 
and a really good person as well.”
 Touring can be hard work, but Ólöf 
says she enjoys it immensely. “I love to 
perform,” she tells me. “I don’t see it as 
a chore—of course, it can be quite taxing 
on your energy, but it’s such a privilege to 
have the opportunity to perform your own 
music to people. I’m immensely grateful 
for that.”
 She’s always happy to come home 
though. “I love Reykjavík. I enjoy being 
here so much.” she says. “I think it’s a 
really good place to live—especially with 
children—and I can feel it. If you don’t go 
anywhere for a while it gets a bit claustro-
phobic because it’s very small, but when 

I come home I always feel so lucky to be 
from here and to live here.”

On performing and 
eating at Café Flóra

Her relationship to Café Flóra is an inter-
esting one. “It’s funny,” she says, taking a 
sip from her Pepsi. “Before the Secret Sol-
stice festival was started, I used to perform 
here for at least three summers on what is 
now the first evening of the festival—doing 
something on a much smaller scale here in 
Laugardalur. I sort of took over the solstice 
concert at Café Flora from Páll Óskar, who 
used to perform there. Of course, now it’s 
a little different and probably not possible 
because of Secret Solstice. But it’s great. 
I think Secret Solstice is a great festival– 
haven’t played it yet, though,” she laughs.
 In addition to playing here during the 
summer solstice, Ólöf says she has some-
times played a winter solstice concert. 
“It’s a completely different vibe though!” 
she laughs. “It’s completely dark—not 
completely light—and the weather can be 
anything. It’s actually very nice, the space 
is heated, and it feels good. It has a nice 
Christmas atmosphere!”
 Café Flóra isn’t just a venue for Ólöf, 
though. “I actually meet friends here quite 
a lot and, in fact, the food is very good. 
The lady who sort of started the busi-
ness, she’s a very good chef. Her name is 
Marentza Poulsen—I think she is originally 
from the Faroe Islands—she’s just one of 
those people who just has endless energy 
and good ideas. She started this off of her 
own back.” 
 Looking at the selection of cakes 
by the counter and the Japanese-style 
wooden bridge across a stream, I don’t 
think she’s exaggerating. 

Writing music and the weather

While going to Café Flóra is certainly cosy 
on a rainy day, Ólöf admits that her perfect 
rainy day involves not having to do much. 
“Yeah, I enjoy reading a book and talking 
on the phone with good friends–not hav-
ing much to do,” she says. “But if you let 
a rainy day turn you into a couch potato 
every time, you would not be able to do 

much in Iceland because we have a lot of 
rain.”
 It is fortunate then that Ólöf works bet-
ter on a rainy day than a sunny one. “Well, 
it’s not that I don’t like sun,” she says, “but 
only in small portions. I find it hard to work 
when there’s too much sun, because you 
just feel like doing nothing. The rain is 
good that way, it doesn’t really stop you 
from doing anything.”
 Rain or shine this summer, however, 
Ólöf will be busy. “Well, I actually have a 
project now where I’m scoring a film.” she 
says. “I can’t say too much, but the funny 
thing is that the film is a drama-thriller, and 
I’m very sensitive—I almost can’t watch 
any violence. I’ve read the script and it 
has a lot of violence in it, so I’m thinking, 
well, what if I can’t watch the film?” she 
laughs. “What if I’m too sensitive to watch 
the film—what am I gonna do then? It’s a 
good opportunity to overcome my fear.”
 I ask her if she thinks that could im-
prove the film’s score.
 “Maybe it will,” she grins. “Maybe I’m 
the right person for the job because I’m so 
sensitive.”
 Touring isn’t over for her yet though. 
“After that, I’m gonna be playing some 
festivals in Scotland, France, and Italy,” 
she says. “Eventually I just want to work on 
some new material, and ultimately I want 
to make another record. I always want to 
make another record – it’s like I can’t stop 
that.” 

Tools of the trade

I’m always interested to talk to multi-
instrumentalists, in part because it’s 
interesting to see what their favourite 
instrument is. “I think the guitar is my in-
strument.” Ólöf says, thoughtfully. “That’s 
the instrument I use to write music and 
it’s the instrument I play the most. But I 
feel a little bit like I want to rekindle my 
relationship with the violin and viola now 
because I haven’t really picked that up in 
while. Maybe I can put some of that into 
the scary movie.”
 That’s what they’re made for, I say. 
Glissando.
 She laughs. “Exactly!”

Café Flóra (Flóran) is an unassuming—but rather beautiful—little place, way out in the waste-
lands of Reykjavík botanic gardens (in 105 Reykjavík). It’s received a number of accolades 
from the Grapevine, including Best Kept Secret in 2014, and this year the Best Place To Spend 
A Rainy Day. It’s great. Ólöf Arnalds is an immensely talented musician, known for her multi-
instrumental abilities and singing voice. She’s also great. After hearing that her relationship 
with Flóran goes way back, it seemed like the perfect place to catch up with her. 

Photo
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Hanging out At Café Flóra 
with Ólöf Arnalds

Words
Ciarán Daly

Icelandic art songs
and folk music.

English introductions.

Warning: Some songs
may contain elves,

ghosts, outlaws and
other creatures.

Concert dates:
July:  1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 

14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 21. 22. 23. 
24. 25. 26. 28. 29. 30. 31.

August: 1. 2. 6. 7. 8. 9. 11. 12. 13. 
14. 15. 16. 18. 19. 20. 21 

Concerts in Harpa

www.pearls.is
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In the winter of 2005, headbanging gym 
teacher Stefán “Stebbi” Magnússon 
and his wife and co-conspirator, Cam-
pari-swigging nurse Hrefna Húgósdót-
tir, relocated to the beautiful backwater 
town of Neskaupstaður (pop. 1150), 
a tiny fishing hamlet perched on the 
shores of stunning Norðfjörður on the 
eastern edge of Iceland, more than 
700 kilometres removed from bustling 
Reykjavík.
 “It’s pretty funny how it all came 
about”, Stebbi tells me. “We were look-
ing for a town that needed both a nurse 
and gym teacher. After considering 
several options, we wound up in Nes-
kaupstaður.” 
 Prior to the move, Stebbi had been 
an avid Reykjavík scenester, eagerly 
attending shows and playing in bands. 
Perhaps missing that aspect of city liv-
ing, he on a whim convinced a small 
cast of his favourite Icelandic metal and 
hardcore acts to come play a show in 
Neskaupstaður that summer. That first 
edition was funded in part by a local 
cultural grant, which went towards 
paying for the musicians’ cross-country 
bus ride. 
 “Our goal in those first years was 
just to throw a party and bring metal 
music to an area sorely deprived of it,” 
Stebbi tells me, speaking of the motives 
that drive him. “Later our motivation 
turned towards trying to make some 
sort of living from this, and perhaps to 
try and compete on the international 
metal festival market. But that was far 
from anyone’s mind in the beginning.” 
 Eistnaflug 2005 took place in front 

of handful of dedicated metalheads 
at the Egilsbúð community centre in 
downtown Neskaupstaður. The gig was 
a major success, in the sense that ev-
eryone who made it had a great time 
and wowed to return next year. The 
seeds were sown.

Growing pains

Since the beginning, Eistnaflug has pri-
marily been a labour of love, run on a 
bottomless tank of goodwill and char-
ity, with all involved continuously volun-
teering work, equipment, and services 
(in its first years, performers would get 
paid in beer, gas money and accommo-
dation). 
 Still, it grew at the pace of a Pig 
Destroyer track, and the fourth edi-
tion saw the first international act, 
Germany’s Contradiction, take stage 
alongside festival mainstays like Sólsta-
fir, Momentum, Innvortis, Changer and 
Denver.  “They had heard about the our 
festival somewhere and got in touch 
with us directly, asking if they could 
come play. Which, of course they were 
welcome to do,” Stebbi recalls. Thus a 
crucial step towards today’s blastrava-
ganza was taken.
 The festival’s next milestone was 
in 2010, when the festival booked leg-
endary UK grind ensemble Napalm 
Death, who performed a “brutal” set, 
as Grapevine music writer Bob Cluness 
puts it, and lent the bash an aura of au-
thenticity internationally through their 
stature and reputation. 
 Through its rapid growth, Eistna-

flug experienced some setbacks. The 
2011 edition saw revenues fall and the 
number visitors dwindle noticeably, to 
the point where less than 800 tickets 
were sold (compared with over 1,200 
in 2010). The main culprit was thought 
to be the concurrent outdoor festival 
Besta útihátíðin festival, scheduled on 
the same weekend in a more accessi-
ble location, with a line-up consisting 
of acts such as Agent 
Fresco, The Vintage 
Caravan and Legend 
that poached some of 
the fairweather demo-
graphic. 
 “The attendance 
drop that we experi-
enced in 2011 was re-
ally hard on us,” Stebbi 
recalls. “The accident 
that happened in 2010 
[a young festivalgoer 
fell to her death from 
the top of a seaside 
cliff] was just horrible—
those two years really 
took their toll.”
 The 2012 edition, 
however, saw a solid re-
turn to form, in part due 
to a comeback show 
by lauded hardcore scene legends I 
Adapt. The bill was further enhanced 
by a gravity-defying performance from 
post-metal mavens Celestine, and 
Rocky Mountain hydro-grind outfit 
Cephalic Carnage ripping through a 
THC-fuelled set that dwarfed every Ei-
stnaflug performance before or since. 

Recalling his band’s 
time at Eistnaflug, Ce-
phalic Carnage’s Steve 
Goldberg chimes in 
via Facebook from his 
Rocky Mountainside 
meadow smoke hut: 
“It took us forever to 
finally play in Iceland, 

and Eistnaflug was definitely worth the 
wait.  The festival was packed, filled 
with the best in Icelandic metal, and the 
best fans in the world. It was an hon-
our to play, and hang out with all the 
great people. This year’s line up looks 
insane, I wish I could come out just for 
the party!”

Booking bangers

Assembling a great festival bill is both 
an art and a science. In 2010, Guðný 
Lára Thorarensen, respected Reykjavík 
promoter and concert photographer, 
assumed a role as the festival’s book-
er, steering it towards further glories. 
“Guðný did really good things for the 
festival, a fact that can’t be emphasized 
enough. She took us to previously un-
achieved heights,” Stefán says.
 From a sumptuous balcony atop 
the CCP headquarters on the docks of 
downtown Reykjavík, where she’s now 

Since kicking off a decade ago, the Eistnaflug festival has slowly cemented its place as 
the most beloved, most important phenomenon in the world of Icelandic metal. And it 
all started as a hobby project, a way to pass the time and have some fun.  
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an area sorely de-
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employed, Guðný tells me her insights 
as we marvel at the beauty of Mt. Esja 
in the breeze of a sunny early June day: 
“Getting Napalm Death was a great val-
idation for Eistnaflug as a festival. They 
are a big band, having played all sorts 
of concerts and festivals over the years, 
so scoring a thumbs up from them was 
important.”
   “Eistnaflug has definitely changed 
the metal scene in Iceland,” she adds, 
“bands are becoming more ambitious. 
They really want to play the festival, 
and in order to do so they have to prove 
that they’re serious about recording 
and touring, and not just occasionally 
rehearsing in a garage. But, then, that’s 
also part of what makes the scene what 
it is. Because of the weather here dur-
ing the winter, you’ve got nothing to do 
other than practice with your band.”
 The scene politics involved can be 
akin to sailing round Cape Horn in a 
dingy. Current booker, Gísli Sigmunds-
son of Icelandic death metal pioneers 
Sororicide (currently playing with Be-
neath) tells us his approach through 
a crinkled Skype connection from his 
home in southern Sweden: 
   “Our current mission is never to 
book the same band for two consecu-
tive years,” Gísli says, before elaborat-
ing on Guðný’s point about only featur-
ing local acts that are very active and 
have recent or upcoming releases to 
their name. However, a glance at the 
2015 line-up reveals that this is per-
haps more of a general guideline than 
stringently enforced rule. Despite all in-
tentions, gut feeling still seems to play 
the biggest part in Eistnaflug’s booking 
decisions.
  Breaking international ground
For the 2010 edition, the festival had 
been advised to invite and host journal-
ists and photographers from prominent 
European metal publications to raise 

its international profile and document 
the event for posterity. The majority of 
the journalists that that came in 2010 
maintain close ties to the festival, many 
showing up year after year to continue 
spreading its gospel. 
  Indeed, Eistnaflug now has a bevy 
of friends and well-wishers that go out 
of their way to further its cause. Gun-
nar Sauermann, promoter for leading 
French independent metal label Season 
of Mist and long time Eistnaflug devo-
tee says: “Whenever possible, I try to 
return the giant favours bestowed upon 
me by the people behind the scenes—
by pulling a string here and there, giv-
ing advice when asked, and contribut-
ing to the event.”
  Terrorizer Magazine stalwart José 
Carlos Santos remembers his first visit 
with a grin on his chin: “A tiny, quaint 
little town on a remote fjord in the East 
end of Iceland, with 24 hours daylight, 
all the Tuborg we can handle, and en-
thusiastic hordes of smiling, peaceful 
Icelandic drunks. Do we even need 
bands? Actually, we did, and we didn’t 
even know it before we were blown 
away by most of them.”
   Another Terrorizer writer, Olivier 
Zoltar Badin, concurs: “The fact that 
few years later some of those people I 
met and bonded with there are still very 
good friends of mine—and that I still 
value Eistnaflug as being one of those 
rare one-of-a-kind festival in a one-
of-a-kind place—speaks volume about 
what I found there. And believe me, I've 
been to many festivals. But this one is 
unique, truly."
 As these players in the international 
world of metal educate their combined 
readership about both the wonders 
of the festival and the prowess of the 
local artists, bands such as Sólstafir, 
Skálmöld and Angist make an ever 
increasing amount of landfalls on for-

eign shores, where they 
ravage faraway lands 
like the Vikings of yore, 
while acting as goodwill 
ambassadors for the 
festival that originally 
supplied them with the 
cloth for their sails. 
 “Sólstafir, for in-
stance, have been do-
ing this since the be-
ginning of Eistnaflug,” 
Stebbi offers,” going 
around and telling folks 
it’s the most fun show 
of the year. They’ve sort of acted as our 
ambassadors abroad.” 
 Chowing down on a greasy burger 
at American Style, Momentum front-
man Hörður Ólafsson echoes a similar 
sentiment: “The addition of internation-
al metal journalists and industry insid-
ers with deep ties and a wide reach has 
been instrumental in both the continu-
ous growth of the festival and the inter-
national success of local bands. Many 
of these people have formed strong 
relationships with key people in the 
Icelandic scene—were it not for Gun-
nar [Sauermann], for instance, many of 
the important deals and bookings local 
metal bands have made in the last few 
years simply wouldn’t have happened. 
He has a knack for making the right 
connections wherever he goes. With-
out him, I imagine both the festival and 
our scene would be far less advanced.” 

Uncertain future

Big things are afoot for Eistnaflug 2015. 
With a record smashing eleven inter-
national acts—up from a mere four last 
year—ranging from obscure Danish 
post-metal crushers LLNN, to Polish 
extreme metal behemoths Behemoth, 
2015 is sure to fuck your face off with 

extreme prejudice. 
Local face-fuckers 
of note include im-
minent international 
breakout act Kon-
tinuum, perennial 
death metal rippers 
Severed, and gentle 
comeback kids Lights 
on the Highway.
 Changes are, 
however, inevitable, 
and as the festival 
expands beyond the 
limits of the local in-

frastructure—manifest mainly in a lack 
of guest and artist accommodations 
and the relatively small size of the lo-
cal venues—the question arises; is it 
still feasible to arrange such a massive 
happening in a small, distant town like 
Neskaupstaður? And, perhaps, more 
pressing, could the festival continue 
to thrive at a different venue in a less 
scenic location, deprived of the metal 
scene lore attached to the current one? 
  Pondering this conundrum, Gun-
nar Sauermann offers the following: 
“It’s obvious from this year’s billing 
that the makers of this metal party are 
trying to expand the fun by carefully 
growing a little and featuring bigger 
names from abroad. Such ambitions 
will probably be much welcomed by 
the local island scene, while securing 
more international media exposure, but 
the growth will be naturally limited by 
Neskaupstaður’s accommodation situ-
ation. Therefore it is quite likely that the 
next three years will see more foreign 
bands and guests—however, the great 
and unique spirit of this festival should 
remain intact.”

PLEASED TO MEAT YOU!

TVEIR HRAFNAR listhús, Art Gallery 
Baldursgata 12 101 Reykjavík (at the corner of Baldursgata and Nönnugata, facing Þrír Frakkar Restaurant)
Phone: +354 552 8822 +354 863 6860 +354 863 6885 art@tveirhrafnar.is www.tveirhrafnar.is 
Opening hours: Thu-Fri 12pm - 5pm, Sat 1pm - 4pm and by appointment +354 863 6860

TVEIR HRAFNAR 
listhús, Art Gallery 
offers a range of artwork by 
contemporary Icelandic artists 
represented by the gallery, 
selected works by acclaimed 
artists and past Icelandic 
masters.

Hallgrímur Helgason
Húbert Nói Jóhannesson
Jón Óskar
Óli G. Jóhannsson
Ragnar Þórisson
Steinunn Þórarinsdóttir
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Guðbjörg Lind Jónsdóttir
Hulda Hákon
Sara Oskarsson
Kristján Davíðsson
Nína Tryggvadóttir
– among others
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Eistnaflug is the leading and longest 
running metal festival in Iceland. 
The annual indoor event tradition-
ally occurs over second weekend 
of July—its eleventh edition kicks off 
on July 8 and will feature the biggest 
line-up ever, with Icelandic rock and 
metal’s best and brightest taking the 
stage alongside a whopping eleven 
international acts (a record number 
of imports). 
  This year also marks the inau-
guration of a new and much larger 
main venue to fit all the punters and 
bands, with the festival’s previous 
main site now hosting its official off-
venue programme. 
 A product of promoter Stefán 
“Stebbi Hressi” Magnússon’s hy-
peractive disorder, the festival was 
sparked by his creative vision of 
injecting some much needed vital-
ity into the cultural sphere of his 
then-hometown of Neskaupstaður, 
where he found himself teaching el-
ementary school phys ed in the early 
naughts. 
   Eistnaflug has grown to be an 
important event in many respects; 
for the region, for the Icelandic metal 
and hardcore scenes, and, increas-
ingly, as part of the international 
metal festival spectrum. 
  For Neskaupstaður, it has both 
cultural and economic benefits. As 
a domestic—and increasingly inter-
national—tourist attraction, its draw, 
and fiscal turnaround dwarfs every 
other regional event. It also serves 
to lend its location  sense of identity 
and purpose. 
 For the Icelandic metal scene, it 
provides a yearly high tide, a sense 
of belonging, and a means for bands 
to promote themselves both domes-
tically and internationally. By now, 
securing a spot at Eistnaflug is con-
sidered a major milestone in an up-
and-coming Icelandic metal band’s 
career. 
  Originally a destination for the 
hardest core of the Icelandic metal 
scene, Eistnaflug’s demographic has 
expanded exponentially over past 
last few years. While still attracting 
that same core audience, Eistnaflug 
attendees now come in all shapes 
and sizes, including internet metal 
nerds, curious tourists, locals from 
surrounding fjords, mainstream 
metal fans and road trip-hungry hip-
sters lured by the addition of non-
metal acts to the line-up.

What’s 
An 

Eistnaflug?

Eistnaflug has defi-
nitely changed the 
metal scene in Ice-
land,” she adds, 
“bands are becoming 
more ambitious. They 
really want to play the 
festival, and in order 
to do so they have 
to prove that they’re 
serious about record-
ing and touring, and 
not just occasionally 
rehearsing in a garage
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How to get there: If you are driving yourself, take Highway numer 1 to Borgarnes and 
turn onto highway 54, turn onto highway 56 from Vegamót.Snæfellsnes

Often called a “miniature of Iceland,” 
the peninsula displays almost all of the 
features that dominate Icelandic nature 
in one spot, including a sub-glacial vol-
cano, ancient lava fields, hot springs, 
rolling hills, wind-blasted beaches, 
fantastic rock formations, majestic wa-
terfalls, lonely lighthouses, and small 

settlements dotted all along the coast. 
You can make it there and back again 
in twelve hours, which is exactly what 
we decided to do on one unclouded 
Sunday. We drove directly through Bor-
garnes, straight to Stykkishólmur, and 
then explored the peninsula counter-
clockwise.

1
Fossá

This is the first hidden gem you’ll en-
counter. If you drive north on road 56 
to Stykkishólmur, you’ll find a parking 
spot after seeing a small sign say-
ing “Fossá.” Park and follow the water 
downstream for five minutes and you’ll 
find this picturesque waterfall and a 
great view of the surrounding area.

2
Helgafell

Legend has it that if you make a wish 
and walk up this hill from Guðrún Ós-
vífursdóttir’s grave without speaking or 
looking back, your wish will come true. 
Leave your car at the lot, but don’t walk 
up the path in front of you: instead, 
head over to the church where you 

will see Guðrún’s grave and a separate 
path. The view from the top is gorgeous, 
with Snæfellsjökull glacier looming in 
the distance (if it’s not cloudy, that is).

3
Stykkishólmur

This fishing hamlet is the largest set-
tlement in Snæfellsnes and features 
quaint little houses, some nice seafood 
restaurants, a Bónus grocery store, 
and a few friendly cats. Walk up to 
Súgandisey island from the harbour, 
breathe in that fresh sea air, and take a 
moment to take it all in.

4
Kirkjufell

This mountain is said to be the most 
photographed mountain in Iceland, 

and with good reason; the mountain is 
decorated by a number beautiful wa-
terfalls, such as Grundarfoss, and can 
be seen clearly from multiple angles as 
it juts out into the sea, just outside of 
the town of Grundarfjörður.

5
Rif

Just off road 574, you’ll find Rif, a tiny 
fishing hamlet home to 137 people. 
With just a few boats docked at the 
harbour, and only one café in town 
(the house flying the Icelandic flag), 
there doesn’t seem to be much to 
this settlement. Be sure to check out 
the Freezer Hostel, which doubles as 
a cultural centre featuring a steady 
stream of cool events.

Words Gabríel Benjamin

Photos  Johanna Person

For the short-term visitor and overworked resident, decid-
ing how to spend the limited free time you have available 
can be a real challenge, as there is no shortage of great 
destinations reachable from the capital. For those that 
want to see as much as they can in one go, we think the 
best option is Snæfellsnes. 

12 Hours 
On The Snæfellsnes Peninsula 

1 2

BOOK YOUR FLIGHT OR 
DAY TOUR AT AIRICELAND.IS

ÍSAFJÖRÐUR
ICELAND’S WESTFJORDS
ARE ONLY 40 MINUTES AWAY

Let’s fly
ÞÓRSHÖFN
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AKUREYRI

EGILSSTAÐIR

REYKJAVÍK
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Distance from Reykjavík
Around 149 km

6
Djúpalónssandur

This black pebble beach, which is sup-
posedly haunted and houses an elf 
church, was the site of a shipwreck that 
took the lives of fourteen British sailors 
in 1948. You can still find rusted metal 
fragments from the accident scattered 
all over the beach. You’ll also find four 
lifting stones resting on the beach, rang-
ing from 23 to 155kg in weight if you 
want to test your brawn. 

7
Öndverðarnes

This remote lighthouse rests on the 
westernmost tip of the peninsula, and is 
constantly assailed by powerful winds. 
You’re surrounded on one side by an an-
cient lava field, and by the roaring ocean 

on the other. If you look carefully, you’ll 
see a beautiful cave in the cliffside. Be 
careful, though, and don’t climb over the 
railing, as the drop is almost certainly 
fatal.

8
Snæfellsjökull

The setting of Jules Verne’s ‘Journey to 
the Centre of the Earth’, the glacier itself 
is nothing short of magnificent. Do note 
that you shouldn’t attempt to scale it on 
your own: you need a professional guide 
and equipment as the weather changes 
rapidly. In addition to seeing this glacier 
from multiple angles, you can descend 
35m down into Vatnshellir from the 
national park and immerse yourself in 
complete darkness.

3

4

5 7

7
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Car provided by Hertz, 
book car at www.hertz.is



ARTISAN BAKERY
& COFFEE HOUSE
OPEN EVERYDAY 6.30 - 21.00

LAUGAVEGUR 36 · 101 REYKJAVIK  

So it’s your first visit to Iceland. Welcome! 
I’m sure you’ll have a great time here. And 
let me say that I, for one, love the fact that 
more and more people are visiting Ice-
land every year. This has allowed me to 
meet some really interesting people from 
parts of the world I would normally never 
encounter, and I find tourism a far better 
option for a capitalist economy than, say, 
banking or heavy industry. My experienc-
es with tourists in Iceland have been, far 
and away, predominantly great. 
 I make that preface because there’s a 
few things I’d like to talk to you about, our 
new first-timer. I’d like you to consider the 
following, bearing in mind that not only do 
I have nothing against you personally, but 
also I’ve probably been guilty of these very 
same things when I’ve travelled abroad. 

 

When traveling to another country, there 
is a tendency to develop a blind spot over 
the fact that we are in a place where peo-
ple just like you are trying to live their lives. 
We’re on our own time when we travel for 
pleasure; we can go wherever and do 
whatever our budget allows, when we 
like, and don’t need to worry about social 
consequences that would be totally ap-
plicable at home. This freedom, I believe, 
creates a false sense of entitlement and 
impunity. Not necessarily in truly horrible 
behaviour (although that does happen) 
but rather, in small behaviours that we 
maybe hadn’t considered might be in-
trusive or demanding; little injuries that, 
when repeated over and over by tourist 
after tourist, can and do foster long-term 

resentment among the locals.
 In other words, I’d like to address 
some of the more common misbehaviours 
tourists to Iceland can and do commit, 
even with the best of intentions and noth-
ing but love in their hearts for our island.

Camera use

You can’t travel without being able to lord 
it over everyone back home that you went 
somewhere they didn’t, and what more 
effective way to do that than through 
the magic of photography? Believe me, I 
know: I live behind Hallgrímskirkja, and I 
can walk up that hill, anytime day or night, 
and find a dozen or more people with their 
smart phones and selfie sticks, snapping 
away. And that’s cool. Not so cool is tak-
ing photos of kids, even with their par-
ents, without at least asking first. I know 
you find that parent-and-child in a foreign 
country motif to be a compelling one, but 
not everyone is down with random strang-
ers aiming cameras at them or their kids 
and snapping away, as if we’re just part 
of the scenery. Same goes for taking pho-
tos of the outside or interior of people’s 
homes. Yes, the little primary-coloured 
corrugated iron houses are adorable, but 
again, people live in them. How would you 
like to emerge from your kitchen, wearing 
only your underwear, scratching your butt 
as you eat a cold hot dog wrapped in a 
single slice of white bread, only to find a 
stranger with a camera aimed right in your 
living room because they thought your 
furniture was cute? Watch where you’re 
pointing that thing, and if you’re pointing 
at people, ask them first. 

The money

All of Iceland’s currency—every bill and 
every coin—has its monetary value clearly 
displayed numerically. I say this because, 
for some inexplicable reason, our money 
seems to confound people. Many times, 

you will find tourists in 
line at the grocery store 
or standing at a bar, staring 
at a pile of coins in their hands 
for a few dumbfounding mo-
ments before, exasperated, they 
push the pile at the cashier and 
declare they have no idea how 
much money they have. Come on 
now. The numbers are right there 
on the coins! You don’t even have to 
know how to count in Icelandic. But 
hey, at least you’re using the money. 
Some folks try to use euros, which 
is maybe not the best way to 
go in a country that is pre-
dominantly anti-EU—but 
worse still is trying to pay in dol-
lars. I mean, I hate to break it to you, my 
fellow Americans, but the dollar has about 
as much regard as Coke Life these days. 
Use the local money—it’s got like, colors 
and art and women on it.

Asking for directions

Hey, we all get lost. Even in a city where 
you could trip over a free map of said city 
every three blocks or so, which you could 
walk across from end to end in like an 
hour, it still seems a lot of people lose their 
way and need to ask for directions. That’s 
ok. Not so ok: flagging down a city bus 
to ask for directions. This may come as 
a surprise, but people actually use these 
buses to get places they need to be, like 
work, school, or the kid’s day care. City 
buses are not tourist information booths 
on wheels. Just get a map, or ask a pass-
ing local which way to go. Trust me, they’ll 
be happy to help.

 Don’t ask how or where to 
pick up local women. 

You’d think this didn’t need to be said, 
but having worked in Icelandic bars, 

yes, yes it does. This kind of 
travel-for-conquest behaviour 

is repugnant. No matter how 
much you insist that you really love 
Iceland and just find the women 
beautiful, they are not hunting 
trophies for your exoticisation 
fetish. If you’re lonely and want to 
meet people, go to places where 
people are and, like… try to talk to 
them. Be friendly, respectful, and 
engaging. Just like you would back 

home.

 Forget the stuff you can 
get back home and 

how cheap it is. 

If you’re disappointed to find the grocery 
doesn’t have Miracle Whip or that the bar 
charges twice what you would pay for a 
Bud Light back home, why did you even 
travel in the first place? Stay home if you 
don’t want to go places where they don’t 
have your usual stuff for the usual price. 
No matter how disappointed you are, 
you know whose fault it is, right? Not the 
poor cashier, waitress or bartender who 
has to deal with your histrionics. Try some 
new things; you’re in a new country, why 
would you do otherwise?
 That’s the tip of the iceberg, in the 
sense that these are the most visible of 
the regular misdemeanours. Again, tour-
ists are predominantly awesome people, 
in my experience, but that blind spot can 
still be there. Just remember that you’re 
not in some big theme park, where the 
buildings, vehicles and people are just 
props that add to the ambience and in-
teractive experience. Actual people live 
here, trying to live their actual lives. Get to 
know them. They’ll probably enjoy getting 
to know you, too.

“We have an unceasing capacity to make ourselves nui-
sances, basically. Students of tourism science can and do 
construct elaborate theories from physics, of course, invok-
ing such wizards as Heisenberg and the Hawthorne effect 
and the status of Schrödinger’s cat to explain the complex 
interactions between our status as tourist-observers and 
the changes we prompt in the peoples and places we go 
off to observe. But at its base is the simple fact that in so 
many instances, we simply behave abroad in manners we 
would never permit at home: we impose, we interfere, we 
condescend, we breach codes, we reveal secrets. And by 
doing so we leave behind much more than footfalls. We 
leave bruised feelings, bad taste, hurt, long memories.” 
- Simon Winchester, “Leave Nothing, Take Nothing”

Photos
Axel Sigurðarson (Collage by  Hrefna Sigurðardóttir)

Words
Paul Fontaine
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Tips For 
Tourists

How to make everyone’s 
experience better





car rental 
Get your offer at SADcars.com

Keflavík airport and Skógarhlíð 10, 105 Reykjavík

“I always try to listen to the customers. Every day 
I get some advice. I try to hang out on the internet, 
read what records are coming out, what’s good, listen 
to it, see what people are saying about the records, 
what they’re buying in other countries… I try to keep 
on my toes.”

We speak to Reynir Berg Þorvaldsson, the face 
of Reykjavík Record Shop—our newly crowned 
‘Best Record Store’.

“When traveling to another country, there is a 
tendency to develop a blind spot over the fact that we 
are in a place where people just like you are trying to 
live their lives. We’re on our own time when we travel 
for pleasure; we can go wherever and do whatever 
our budget allows, when we like, and don’t need to 
worry about social consequences that would be totally 
applicable at home.”

Long-time Reykjavík resident Paul Fontaine 
lives right behind Hallgrimskírkja, and offers 
some tips for tourists from the eye of tourist 
storm

“One of my hopes is that we’re bringing new 
aspects to the Icelandic drinking culture. I think 
we can ‘drink better’—that is, starting earlier in 
the day, and stopping earlier in the night—the 
European way. With all the craft places opening up 
now, I think we’re getting there.”

Our ‘Best Newcomer Bar’ Mikkeler & Friends 
wants to change not just what you drink, but 
how you drink.

“I love Reykjavík. I enjoy being here so much. It’s a 
really good place to live—especially with children—
and I can feel it. If you don’t go anywhere for a 
while it gets a bit claustrophobic because it’s very 
small, but when I come home I always feel so lucky 
to be from here and to live here.”

Musician Ólöf Árnalds explained what she 
loves most about Reykjavík over lunch at Café 
Flóra, our ‘Best Place to Spend A Rainy Day’. 
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YOUR ESSENTIAL GUIDE  
TO LIFE, TRAVEL AND 
ENTERTAINMENT IN ICELAND

BOOK YOUR ADVENTURE NOW
Go home with a story worth telling!

www.adventures.is
Downtown Sales Office – Laugavegur 11

Open every day from 08:00-22:00

www.adventures.is | info@adventures.is | +354 562-7000 | Downtown Reykjavík Sales Office at Laugavegur 11
Rafting • Ice Climbing • Snorkeling • Diving • Glacier Hike • Canoeing • Hiking • Kayaking • Cycling • Surfing • Boat Ride • Hot Spring • Swimming • Climbing 

Super-Jeep • Caving • Horse Riding • Sightseeing • Snowmobile • Whale Watching • ATV • Incentive • Skiing • Mountain Hut • Camping • Combo Trips

Snorkeling in Silfra Fissure

River Rafting

Price from: 16.990 ISK

Price from: 12.990 ISK

Glacier Hiking Day Tours
Price from: 8.990 ISK

TOURIST INFORMATION AND 
FREE BOOKING SERVICE

Bankastræti 2 - Downtown
itm@itm.is - www.itm.is 
Tel: +354 522 4979 
Summer: 08.00 - 21.00
Winter: 09.00 - 19.00

We are proud to be the first & only downtown Tourist Information fully 
accredited by both the Icelandic Tourist Board and the Vakinn Quality System.

Drop by, we speak... 
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Mammút + Samaris

9
July

These two indie rock bands have been around the block, played 
massive shows, toured internationally, received countless praise, 
and inspired numerous others. Now they're putting on a show by 
themselves, organised by themselves, for themselves. And you.

 See inside for more.
    Photo by Sigga Ella



July 3 - July 16
How to use the listings: Venues are 
listed alphabetically by day. Events 
listed are all live performances, with 
troubadours and DJs specifically 
highlighted. For complete listings and 
detailed information on venues visit 
listings.grapevine.is. Send us your 
listings to: listings@grapevine.is.

Friday July 3

American Bar
20:00 DJ Bogi 
Bar 11
22:30 While My City Burns 
Bar Ananas
22:00 Ívar Pétur of FM Belfast DJ  

Set  

Bravó
22:00 DJ Thelma & Louise 
Boston
22:00 DJ De La Rósa 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Karl Olg & Band
Dillon
22:00 Munstur 
Dolly
22:00 DJ Rix 
Dubliner
22:00 Troubadours Kjartan & Garðar 
English Pub
22:00 Troubadours Alexander & 

Guðmann / Ingi Valur & Tryggvi 
Harpa
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song 
Kaffibarinn
21:00 DJ Exos 
KEX Hostel
21:00 Kex Köntrí: Lights on the 

Highway 
Mengi
21:00 Duo Harpverk 
Paloma
23:00 Rafnæs #3: Futuregrapher DJ 

Set  / Brilliantinus DJ Set  / Tanya 
Pollock DJ Set  / Svartidauði DJ  
Set  

Prikið
22:00 DJ Moonshine 

MUSIC
CONCERTS & NIGHTLIFE

Learn Icelandic
at Mímir
Autumn Term
Spring Term

Summer Term
Level 1–5

www.mimir.is  -  Tel: 580 1800

Höfðabakki 9 Entrance to
Mímir-símenntun

Höfðabakki 9, 110 Reykjavík    
Bus line no. 6 from city centre and 

bus line no. 12 from Breiðholt

Öldugata 23, 101 Reykjavík

Vesturlandsvegur

EAST
CITY

CITY
CENTRE

Quality - Experience - Dedication

TABLE RESERVATIONS: +354 517 1800 —  WWW.FORRETTABARINN.IS

N ý l e n d u g a t a  1 4 .  1 0 1  R e y k j a v í k

R E S TA U R A N T  |  B A R  -  H A P P Y  H O U R  F R O M  4  - 8  P M Tasty 
Icelandic 
tapas and 
drinks by 

the old 
harbour

Certificate of Excellence 
———  2014  ———

AUSTURSTRÆTI

AUSTURSTRÆTI

Austurvöllur
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KIRKJUSTRÆTI

Opening hours 

Sunday - Thursday 11:00 - 02:00
Friday - Saturday 11:00 - 06:00 - FIND US ON FACEBOOK

dirtyburgerandribs.is

Battle of the Bands (Sort Of)
Mammút / Samaris 

This issue’s picker is none other than the fantastic Óli Dóri. In 
addition to being one of Reykjavík’s more prolific DJs, Óli is 
also the operations manager at the best cinema in Reykjavík, 
Bíó Paradís, runs music website straum.is, and is a frequent 
contributing writer for the Grapevine. He says he’s drawn to 
music, art shows, films and cultural events that are energetic, 
ambitious, beautiful, and leave something for him to think about.
 You can find the events our picker of the issue found to be 
interesting spread out over the music and art pages, marked with 
this  icon.

Two of Iceland’s hippest bands unite to put on a concert by 
themselves, without any label or bookers, just for the chance to 
mess with each other’s sounds. One of the most original young 
trios around, Samaris blend Icelandic folk sensibilities with 
thumping beats and synths. Mammút, on the other hand, are true 
wizards of post-punk and art-rock. Set in the old theatre of Gamla 
Bíó, the gig promises to be unique in more ways than one. CMD
            Photo by Sigga Ella
     

Gamla Bíó
Ingólfsstræti 2a (E4) |   20:00 | Admission: 3,900 ISK

9
July

    
Classical, opera.

       Electronic, dance,  
house, techno.

   Hip-hop, R&B.

      Hardcore, metal, punk, 
rock.

   Troubadour.

    Experimental.

    Acoustic, folk, jazz, 
lounge.

  Indie, pop, post-rock.

Music Legend PICKER OF THE ISSUE

Óli Dóri

2
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MUSIC
CONCERTS & NIGHTLIFE

Saturday July 4

American Bar
20:00 DJ Yngvi 
Bar Ananas
22:00 DJ Pilsner 2.25% 
Bravó
22:00 DJ Dramatík 
Boston
22:00 DJ Pabbi 
Café Haiti
20:00 Magnús & Friends 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Dagur Sig & Band 
Dillon
22:00 Kuml  / Hemúllinn  
Dolly
22:00 DJ Árni Kocoon Vs. Benni B 

Ruff 
Dubliner
22:00 Troubadours Kjartan & Garðar 
English Pub
22:00 Troubadours Hjámar & Dagur / 

Arnar & Ingunn 
Gaukurinn
22:00 Máni Orrason 
Harpa
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song 
Húrra
22:00 DJ Lím Drím Tím 
Kaffibarinn
21:00 DJ Sexy Lazer 
KEX Hostel
20:30 Kex Köntrí All Stars featuring: 

Ingibjörg Elsa Turchi, Óskar 
Kjartansson, Tómas Jónsson, Örn 
Eldjárn Arnar Ingi Ólafsson, Elín Ey, 
Lilja Björk Runólfsdóttir, and Snorri 
Helgason 

Mengi
21:00 Brumes  / Just Another Snake 

Cult  

Prikið
22:00 DJ Suspect-B  / Spegill 

Sunday July 5

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Alexander 
Bravó
21:00 DJ Madame Melancolique  
Dubliner
22:00 Troubadour Garðar 
English Pub
22:00 Troubadours Ellert & Roland 
Harpa
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song 
20:00 An Evening With Three Sisters 
Hressó
22:00 Live Jazz Jam Session 
Nordic House
15:00 The Picknick Concert: Dalí 
Paloma
21:00 DJ Maggi Lego Vs.  

Formaðurinn 

Monday July 6

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Ellert 
Café Rosenberg
21:00 Myrra Rós & Co 
Dubliner
22:00 Troubadour Andri 
English Pub
22:00 Troubadours Ingi Valur &  

Tryggvi 
Húrra
21:00 Monday Jazz 
Kaffibarinn
20:00 DJ John Brnlv  

Tuesday July 7

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Andri Péturs 
Bravó
21:00 DJ Steve Sampling 
Café Rosenberg
21:00 Elísabet & Band 
Dubliner
22:00 Troubadour Garðar 
English Pub
22:00 Troubadours Biggi & Ingunn 
Hannesarholt
19:30 Jamie Laval 
Harpa
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song 
Húrra
20:00 Útidúr  / Indriði 
KEX Hostel
20:30 KexJazz 
Prikið
21:00 Berndsen  

WAR
IS

OVER!
IF YOU WANT IT

Happy Christmas from John & Yoko 
(and The Laundromat Cafe)

YES, IT IS TRUE!

KEX Hostel 
Skúlagata 28 (E7) |       21:30 | Free! 

Everyone loves a showman, and Grísalappalísa’s frontman 
Gunnar Ragnarsson is just that. Like a modern-day Bowie, 
Gunnar smears his makeup, wears tight clothes and shakes his 
hips with a fury that’s almost frightening. The band plays raw, 
energetic and yet groovy punk, lyrically focusing on exploring the 
young male condition—a topic that we can all agree has really 
yet to be properly explored in art or society. All sarcasm aside, 
Grísalappalísa’s tunes add something new to the conversation. 
This isn’t some reiteration of 'Rushmore'—it’s something complete 
in itself. HJC

I Saved Latin… What Did You Ever Do? 
Grísalappalísa

Húrra
Naustin (D3) |  20:00 | Admission: TBA

We’ve got some contrasts coming up at Húrra soon. Headlining 
the night will be the Brighton-based ultra-feminine chicks of 
Dream Wife, a group that kind of says it all in the name. Self-
described as “poolside pop with a bite,” these ladies are cheeky 
and fun, with a punchy sound and no shortage of princess power. 
Also joining the stage will be the sax-filled vibes of Vök, a dreamy 
electronic group from Iceland with a polished sound as chill as 
their home country. On a completely different spectrum, Reykjavík 
punk duo Panos from Komodo will be wrecking ears with extra-
crunchy music that sounds like a deliciously distorted day at the 
beach. KES
          Photo by Meg Lavender

Luxury Girls, Saxy Smooth-Talkers, And A 
Coupla Punks
Dream Wife / Vök / Panos from Komodo

15
July
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MUSIC
CONCERTS & NIGHTLIFE

Gaukurinn
Tryggvagata 22 (D3) |  20:00 | Admission: 1,000 ISK

Doom And Gloom
Kælan Mikla / ULTRAORTHODOX / russian.girls

Some of the more morose Reykjavík musicians will be crawling out of the shadows to put on 
a witchy Wednesday night at Gaukurinn. The “gloomy poetry-punk” trio of Kælan Mikla will 
headline, darkening the mood with their shrieky yet atmospheric sound. Electronic producer 
ULTRAORTHODOX will also be adding sharp and sinister sounds to the night, along with the semi-
un-Googleable russian.girls, the experimental project of Guðlaugur Halldór Einarsson of Fufanu. 
russian.girls, will deliver some narcotic vibes and smooth n’ sexy beats, which may seem relatively 
upbeat compared to the other acts of the night. KES      
                                 Photo by Orange 'Ear

Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum
20:30 Hildigunnur Einarsdóttir & 

Gerrit Schuil perform 'The Ocean' 

Wednesday July 8

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Siggi Þorbergs 
Bravó
21:00 DJ Davið Roach  

Café Rosenberg
21:00 Eddi Lár & Co 
Dubliner
22:00 Troubadour Kjartan 
English Pub
22:00 Troubadours Magnús & Ívar 
Harpa
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song 
Húrra
20:00 Mafama Album Release Party  

/ Bárjujárn 
KEX Hostel
21:30 Grísalappalísa   

Prikið
21:00 DJ Logi Pedro 

Thursday July 9

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Hreimur 

Bar Ananas
22:00 DJ Pabbi  

Boston
22:00 Nolo   / DJ Styrmir  

Dansson  

Bravó
21:00 RVK Soundsystem’s DJ  

Elvar  

Café Rosenberg
21:00 Sísí Ey 
Dolly
21:00 DJ Lazybones  / Bervit 
Dubliner
22:00 Troubadour Ellert 
English Pub
22:00 Troubadours Elki & Steini 
Gamla Bíó
20:00 Mammút   / Samaris   

Gaukurinn
22:00 Osiella  / Lily of the Valley  

/ Axel Flovent 
Harpa
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song 
21:00 Múlinn Jazz Club: Young @ 

Heart Trio 
Hlemmur Square
21:00 Blöndal Jazz Trio  / Soffía  

Björg 
Húrra
21:00 DJ Davíð Roach 
Kaffibarinn
20:00 DJ Alfons X  

KEX Hostel
21:00 Parabólur 
Mengi
21:00 Empty Taxi 
Prikið
21:00 DJ Agzilla 
Quest
19:00 Lights on the Highway open 

rehearsal 

Friday July 10

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Birgir  / DJ 

Pétur 
Bar 11
22:00 Altostratous 
Bar Ananas
22:00 DJ Styrmir Dansson 
Boston
22:00 DJ Atli Kanill 
Bravó
22:00 DJ Ísar Logi 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Dikta Unplugged  

Dillon
22:00 Vára 
Dolly
22:00 DJ KGB Soundsystem  
Dubliner
22:00 Troubadours Ellert & Andri 

Open 11:30-22:00

saegreif inn. is

 101 Reykjavík   Tel. 553 1500    seabaron8@gmail.com

An absolute 
   must-try!

Saegreifinn restaurant (Sea Baron) is like none other 
in Iceland; a world famous lobster soup and a diverse 
fish selection.

14
July
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The country’s largest 
museum of cultural history 
featuring a permanent exhibition on Iceland’s 
history from settlement to present day as well 
as temporary exhibitions e.g. on photography. 

the national 
museum of 
iceland

open
Winter (16. September-30.April) 
Tuesday-Sunday 11-5 
Summer (1. May-15.September) 
Daily 10-5 

www.thjodminjasafn.is | Suðurgata 41 | 101 Reykjavík

 MUSIC
CONCERTS & NIGHTLIFE

English Pub
22:00 Troubadours Siggi Þorbergs & 

Birkir  / Hjálmar & Dagur 
Harpa
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song
Húrra
22:00 DJ Óli Dóri 
Kaffibarinn
21:00 DJ CasaNova 
Prikið
22:00 Gervisykur All Nighter DJ Set 

Saturday July 11

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Siggi Þorbergs / DJ 

Maggi 
Bar Ananas
22:00 DJ Atli Kanill 
Boston
21:00 Asonat / DJ Kári 
Bravó
22:00 DJ Styrmir Dansson 
Bæjarbíó
22:00 Koddafar  / CeaseTone 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 KK & Band 
Dolly
22:00 Karaoke Night w/ Ásdís María / 

DJs SunSura Summer Party 
Dubliner
22:00 Troubadour Andri 
English Pub
22:00 Troubadours Arnar / Elki & 

Steini 
Gamla Bíó
21:00 Kaleo 
Gaukurinn
22:00 Benjamin Quartet 
Harpa
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song 
20:00 An Evening With Three Sisters 
Húrra
22:00 DJ KGB Soundsystem 
Kaffibarinn
21:00 DJ KGB Soundsystem  

Prikið
22:00 DJ Benni B-Ruff 

Sunday July 12

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Siggi Þorbergs 
Bravó
21:00 DJ Pilsner 2.25% 
Dubliner
22:00 Troubadour Garðar 
English Pub
22:00 Troubadour Andri P 
Harpa
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song 
Húrra
21:00 Open Mic Night
Hressó
22:00 Live Jazz Jam Session 
Nordic House
15:00 The Picknick Concert: Björn 

Thoroddsen 
Prikið
22:00 Lo-Fi Vol 3 

Monday July 13

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Birgir 
Dubliner
22:00 Troubadour Andri 
English Pub
22:00 Troubadour Ingi Valur & Tryggvi 
Húrra
21:00 Monday Jazz 
Kaffibarinn
20:00 DJ Pilsner 

Tuesday July 14

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Ellert 
Bravó
21:00 DJ Teksole 
Café Rosenberg
21:00 Fríða Fríða 
Dubliner
22:00 Troubadour Garðar 
English Pub
22:00 Troubadour Biggi 
Gaukurinn
21:00 Kælan Mikla   / 

ULTRAORTHODOX    /  
russian.girls    

Harpa
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song 
Húrra
21:00 DJ Api Pabbi 

Laugardalshöll
Engjavegur 8 |  19:00 | Admission: 8,990 ISK

Do It Doggystyle
DJ Snoopadelic 

Time to pour some “Gin & Juice” ‘cause the international King 
of kush Snoop Dogg will arrive in the Smokey Bay on July 16. 
I know what you’re thinking—isn’t he now called Snoop Lion? 
Snoop Cougar? Oh no, this time he’s DJ Snoopadelic. Alongside 
acts like Blaz Roca, Úlfur Úlfur, DJ Benni B-Ruff, and Shades 
of Reykjavík, the Doggfather will transform Laugadarshöll into 
a nightclub, complete with dancers and a light show. So relax, sit 
back, and take a hit from that… cigarette. In only a few days you 
can drop it like it’s hot. HJC
                                     Photo provided by Tulane Public Relations
       

16
July
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KEX Hostel
20:30 KexJazz 
Prikið
21:00 DJ Orang Volante 
Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum
20:30 Hlíf Sigurjónsdóttir and Carl 

Philippe Gionet perform Three 
Sonatas for violin and piano by Franz  
Schubert 

Wednesday July 15

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Alexander 
Bravó
21:00 Lagaffe Tales’s DJ Jónbjörn 

FInnbogason 
Café Rosenberg
21:00 Division Of Love 
Dolly
21:00 Disco Night: DJ Kolfinna Vs.  

Hekla  

Dubliner
22:00 Troubadour Kjartan 
English Pub
22:00 Troubadour Arnar 
Gaukurinn
21:00 Karaj Lost Coast  

Harpa
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song 
21:00 Múlinn Jazz Club: Trio LAG 
Húrra
20:00 Dream Wife  / Vök   / 

Panos from Komodo    

Prikið
21:00 Vinyl Wednesday: DJ De-La  

Rósa 

Thursday July 16

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Matti 
Boston
21:00 DJ Lazybones  
Bravó
21:00 DJ Steindór Grétar Jónsson  
Café Rosenberg
21:00 Groundfloor 
Dillon
21:00 Karaj Lost Coast  

Dolly
21:00 DJ Sonur Sæll 
Dubliner
22:00 Troubadour Ellert 
English Pub
22:00 Troubadour Hjálmar & Dagur 
Harpa
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song 
20:00 An Evening With Three Sisters 
Húrra
20:00 Nolo   
Kaffibarinn
20:00 DJ Rix 
Laugardalshöll
19:00 DJ Snoopadelic   

Prikið
21:00 DJ Interobeats 



UNO at Ingólfstorg | Tel.  561 1313 | www.uno.is

HAPPY HOUR
EVERY DAY
17-19
  

GREAT
FOOD

NI
CE

GOOD
DRINKS
ATMO

KITCHEN IS OPEN
Weekends  11.30–24
Other days  11.30–23

free Wifi

     BISTRO&BAR

uno is the perfect place to start 

a good day or end a great evening

Taking place as in previous years at 
the site of Keflavík’s abandoned for-
mer NATO base, the bash also features 
movie screenings (curated by Mogwai) 
and lots of fun drinking and socializing. 
In case you haven’t secured your ticket 
yet, we offer three reasons why you 
should dole out for a day pass: 

1. The music
So much great music. Including, but 
not limited to, Mudhoney! Mudhoney! 
Scope the full line-up at www.atpfesti-
val.com.

2. Two-and-a-
half-hour sets

If you are a fan of Swans or GY!BE, 
you’re in for a treat, as the recently un-
veiled schedule shows that both bands 
are slated to play for a whopping 150 
minutes (perhaps not a bad idea, given 
how many ten-minute songs there are 
in each band's repertoire). Whether 

you’re more for their earlier material 
or latest hits, chances are you’ll get a bit 
of both. 

3. It’s practically charity
Since US armed forces left in 2006, 
Keflavík has suffered some of the high-
est unemployment rates in the coun-
try. There have been other attempts 
at bringing people to the area, such as 
through the disastrous Keflavík Music 
Festival of yesteryear, but nothing has 
stuck for as long, or been as success-
ful, as ATP. Help reinforce local culture 
and stimulate the economy while en-
joying some great music? What a nice 
idea!

Bedroom Community 
Selects

Through the years, ATP has thrived on 
connecting creative people and intro-
ducing new talent. This year, they’re 

trying something different, hosting a 
talent competition. Unsigned bands 
competed for the attention of record 
label/collective Bedroom Community, 
who selected one winner to perform 
on theircurated Friday showcase at 
the Andrews Theatre. Seeking to learn 
more, we caught up composer with 
Valgeir Sigurðsson, who cofounded 
the label alongside Nico Muhly and 
Ben Frost. He told us the choice hadn’t 
been an easy one, but that they eventu-
ally decided to go with Ceasetone.
 “It was a band that we hadn’t heard 
of or seen before,” he explains, “and we 
thought they had the potential to be an 
exciting live band. They don’t neces-
sarily fit with the Bedroom Community 
aesthetic, but it’s a group of talented 
musicians, and we believe they’ll make 
waves in the music industry in the fu-
ture.”
 When I bring up the unfortunate 
clash between Daníel Bjarnason per-
forming on their stage and GY!BE play-
ing the main stage, Valgeir dismisses 
it. “We didn’t know what the full line-
up looked like when we turned in our 
schedule, but it doesn’t matter,” he says. 
“This is how festivals work, there is al-
ways something else happening.” Given 
how long GY!BE are playing, Valgeir 
humbly suggests that people just go see 
them once Daníel finishes his set.

MUSIC
FESTIVAL

All Tomorrow’s Parties Are 
Happening RIGHT NOW!

2-4 July Ásbrú, KeflavíkAll Tomorrow’s Parties

Currently happening for the third time (RIGHT NOW, AS THE PAPER GOES TO PRINT!), 
the Keflavík edition of the ever-eclectic, always innovative All Tomorrow’s Parties festival 
has become a welcome mainstay in Iceland’s live music calendar. Indeed, this year’s line-up is 
nothing short of stunning, with artists like Iggy Pop, Run The Jewels, Belle & Sebastian, Pub-
lic Enemy, Swans, Godspeed You! Black Emperor and Drive Like Jehu appearing alongside a 
gourmet selection of local talent (Valgeir Sigurðsson, Oyama, Pink Street Boys and Kiasmos, 
to name but a few). 

Words Gabríel Benjamin
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The Nordic House Reykjavík is a vibrant Nordic cultural 
institution with exhibitions, a library, shop and one  
of the best restaurants in Reykjavík, Aalto Bistro.

The building is designed by the internationally  
acclaimed finnish architect Alvar Aalto.
Open everyday from 10–17
Visit www.nordichouse.is for more information.
 
Book a table: www.aalto.is
Sundays – wednsdays 11–17
Thursdays – saturdays 11–21

The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5, 101 Reykjavík
Tel: 5517030, www.nordichouse.is

Enjoy food
Enjoy books
Enjoy culture
Enjoy the  
Nordic House

Norræna húsið
The Nordic House

A journey 
through the 
visual world 
of Iceland

The Culture House
Hverfisgata 15 
101 Reykjavík

The exhibition, shop 
and café are open 
daily 10 - 17

Closed on Mondays 
16/9 – 30/4

Illuminated manuscripts, textiles, carvings, 
photographs, paintings and contemporary 
Icelandic art  www.culturehouse.is

The Culture House is part of the National Museum of Iceland 

THE HOUSE AT EYRARBAKKI
     

Opening hours: May 1st - September 30th daily 11.00-18.00 or by an agreement
Tel: +354 483 1504 & +354 483 1082   |   husid@husid.com   |   www.husid.com

Árnessýsla folk museum is located in Húsið, 
the House, historical home of the Danish 
merchants built in 1765. Húsið is one of the 
oldest houses in Iceland and a beautiful 
monument of Eyrarbakki´s time as the 
biggest trading place on the south coast. 
Today one can enjoy exhibitions about the 
story and culture of the region, famous piano, 
shawl made out of human hair and the kings 
pot, are among items. Húsið prides itself with 
warm and homelike atmosphere. 

The House at Eyrarbakki

1. Lunch at Vitinn, 
Sandgerði

This is a super cosy restaurant by Sand-
gerði’s harbour. Pay attention to the ties 
hanging from the ceiling: they’re from 
the captains whose boats used to dock 
at the harbour before the fishing quota 
moved out of Sandgerði. It used to be 
the place I’d go to on weekends when I 
was coming up to my legal drinking age. 
The owners, Binna and Stebbi, are lot of 
fun, they regularly allowed me to monkey 
around with the sound system when no-
body else was playing.

2. Garðskagaviti
This is a beautiful lighthouse that’s vital 
to the Reykjanes Peninsula. It’s by a beau-
tiful beach, where you’ll find lots of bird-
life. It’s a very romantic location.

3. The pools
For outsiders, the pools of Iceland are an 
absolute must-see. Vatnaveröld ('Water 
World') in Reykjanesbær is maybe not 
the best one, except if you have kids, but 
it’s worth it for the hot tubs. The Sand-
gerði and Garður swimming pools are, 
however, great, with the former featuring 
a newly renovated swimming pool with a 
slide, a jacuzzi, and some great hot pots.

4. Hvalsnes, Stafsnes and 
Hvalsneskirkja

If you’re up for a road trip, Hvalsnes 
is a very scenic area to drive through. 
Hvalsneskirkja is a beautiful church to 
visit, and it’s also famous for housing 
the tomb of Steinunn Hallgrímsdóttir, 
the daughter of Hallgrímur Pétursson, 
celebrated hymn writer of Iceland. He 
himself also spent his first years as a 
reverend in Hvalsnes, 1644-1651. The 
small lighthouse in Stafnes is very pret-
ty, as is the little harbour in the armlet 
where fifteen sailors drowned in 1928, 
which in turn led to the creation of the 
Icelandic Association for Search and 
Rescue (ICE-SAR).

5. A) The Icelandic Mu-
seum of Rock & Roll

This is perhaps something that doesn’t 
need any introduction for the guests of 
ATP. It is a must-see.

5. B) Paddy’s
This is the only bar that rocks out in the 
Southern Peninsula.

Æla is not performing at this 
year’s ATP, but their second 
album ‘Vettlingatök’ just hit the 
streets.

MUSIC
FESTIVAL

Bike Cave
Great prices

Bike Cave
Einarsnes 36 | 101 | Reykjavík stefan@bikecave.is

www.bikecave.is

Restaurant, Bar, wifi,
Scooter rental, Coffee,
Laundromat, self service pitstop

770-3113 & 666-6136

Open 8-23
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The self-proclaimed birthplace of Icelandic rock ‘n’ roll, Keflavík has had a hard time forg-
ing a new identity for itself since the military left, beyond being that place with the inter-
national airport. However, that’s not to say there aren’t plenty of things to check out. To get 
the insider’s scoop on the matter, we reached out to Halli Valli, who in addition to being a 
massive ATP fan (and opening the inaugural Icelandic show), is the frontman of post-punk 
band Æla, whose roots lie in the area. Here are his five recommendations for people stay-
ing in or wanting to pass time in Keflavík and the surrounding area.

What To Do In Keflavík!



Anna comes from a background of clas-
sical training, and graduated from the 
Tónlistarskólinn í Reykjavík, where she 
received lessons primarily from Alina 
Dubik. While she typically sings lieds and 
arias, her “secret side project,” as she calls 
it, is singing Icelandic folk songs a capella. 
Except for two songs in which Svavar 
Knútur accompanies her with a harmo-
nium, a capella folk songs are exactly what 
listeners can find on ‘VAR’.
 Speaking about her decision to make 
an a capella folk album, Anna explained, “I 
wanted to perform the songs as pure and 
as near to their origin as possible.”  In com-
paring ‘VAR’ to her first album ‘Móðurást’, 
she describes the latter’s style as being 
more traditional. “In ‘VAR’, I was more 
impulsive,” she said, “working fast, fol-
lowing my heart and doing it my way.” But 
while ‘VAR’ (literally, “was” and “shelter”) 
and ‘Móðurást’ (“motherly love”) have 
their stylistic differences, Anna returned 
back to the theme of origins, explaining, 
“both albums express my gratitude to the 
past and my ancestors.”
 This tour is Anna’s first, and will in-
clude stops in some unbelievably remote 
and seemingly impossible spots. Perfor-
mance locations include an avalanche 

barrier in Siglufjörður, a lava tube in 
Dimmuborgir, a forsaken fish oil factory 
in Hjalteyri, as well as an array of caves, 
churches, and lighthouses—all in areas 
with populations you could probably 
meet in a day. The spot Anna most looks 
forward to is a church on Grímsey, a tiny 
island that marks the northernmost in-
habited territory of Iceland.

Remote and impossible

For her tour, Anna decided to explore the 
nooks and crannies of Iceland for several 
reasons. For one, her album was actually 
recorded in some of her performing spots, 
including in an oil tank in Djúpavik and in 
the Akranes lighthouse, where, Anna not-
ed, “the acoustics are amazing.” Not only 
are these spots the location of her record-
ing sessions, but also the spots where Ice-
landic folk music was originally inspired. 
“I wanted to make concerts in very special 
places, where people can experience the 
environment and surroundings as a part of 
the concert, and maybe make them come a 
little closer to the subject of Icelandic folk 
songs,” she said. “Having concerts out in 
the country, where the heart beats nearer 
to the environment from which the songs 

came, gives me and hopefully the audi-
ence more depth in impression.”
 She has also been enjoying the inti-
macy and closeness of the concerts and 
the people she has been meeting at her 
performances and along the way. “For me, 
the tour is also a way to get to know my 
country and its inhabitants better,” Anna 
explained. “Performing at places not in 
the busy route is a way for me to meet the 
people who are more open to events like 
this.” It’s not only the performance loca-
tions, however, but also the very nature of 
singing a cappella that Anna says adds to 
the feeling of togetherness and vulnerabil-
ity of each performance. “With a cappella, 
I cannot hide anything.”
 Anna began her tour on June 20 with a 
midnight concert inside the Akranes light-
house. So far, she said, the highlights of the 
tour have been “the summer light and the 
power of nature,” and that she has received 
only gratitude and generosity from her au-
dience members so far. She will continue 
to travel and sing around the country until 
August 2, so if you find yourself wandering 
through a cave or perhaps stranded on an 
island, stick around and you might catch 
one of Anna’s performances.

Offering fresh Icelandic cuisine in a 
stylish and casual atmosphere in the heart 

of down town Reykjavík.  

isafo ldres tau ran t . is
Þingholtsstræti 5 - tel: 595 8535

Enjoy our wide variety of feature cocktails 
inspired by the spectacular view from SKÝ.

skylounge.is
Top floor CenterHotel Arnarhvoll - Ingólfsstræti 1 / 595 8545

RESTAURANT
ÍSAFOLD

MUSIC
PERFORMANCE
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Following the release of her most recent album, ‘VAR’, Icelandic soprano singer Anna Jóns-
dóttir will be touring Iceland to perform in some unusual spots, from lighthouses, to caves, 
to an abandoned fish oil factory. 

Photo Karl Petersson

Words Katie Steen

Back To The Roots
Anna Jónsdóttir sings Icelandic 

folk in distant locales 

* Klambratún Park, Reykjavík (five minutes walking from Hallgrímskirkja Church) *
* Knowledge of Icelandic unnecessary to enjoy the shows *

* Ticketsales are on www.midi.is and by the tent * 
* Ticketbooth phone number: 6593388 *

* www.sirkusislands.is *

* Children show *
Sunday

 * Family show *
Thursday through Sunday 

* Adult show (18+) *
Friday and Saturday



RESTAURANT- BAR

6.990 kr.

Vesturgata 3B | 101 Reykjavík | Tel: 551 2344 | www.tapas.is

Taste the best
of Iceland ...

... in one amazing meal

ICELANDIC GOURMET FEAST 
Starts with a shot of the infamous 
Icelandic spirit Brennívín

Followed by 7 delicious tapas 
Smoked puffin with blueberry “brennivín” sauce

Icelandic sea-trout with peppers-salsa

Lobster tails baked in garlic

Pan-fried line caught blue ling 
with lobster-sauce

Grilled Icelandic lamb Samfaina

Minke Whale with cranberry & malt-sauce

And for dessert 
White chocolate "Skyr" mousse with passion 
fruit coulis

late night dining
Our kitchen is open
until 23:30 on weekdays
and 01:00 on weekends

Amtmannsstíg 1 •  101 Reykjavík • +354 561 3303 • www.torfan.is

experience 
    classical cuisine

What’s up Friðrik?

These days most of my time goes 
into my new side project, Reykjavík 
Chips, which I just opened with a few 
friends—Ólafur Arnalds [the kickass 
composer and one half of Kiasmos], 
Arnar Dan [the actor], and Hermann 
Óli [the local gourmand]. These days 
I'm also working on some new music I 
hope to release soon—I would describe 
it as poppy R&B, I guess. 

Early Morning

Every day starts with me driving 
around the suburbs for about an hour. 
First, I drop my girlfriend off at work 
and then my daughter at daycare. After 
that, I usually grab a cup of coffee at 
Súfistinn in Hafnarfjörður, before go-
ing to Reykjavík Chips. 

Lunch

I really like The Coocoo's Nest—I 
should go there more often! Their 
weekend brunch is pretty kickass. I 
forget the name of my favourite dish. 
Number three, or something.  

Mid-day

I like to visit Reykjavík Roasters for my 
midday cup of coffee. On a sunny day 
it's lovely to sit outside and work on my 
farmer's tan.

Afternoon

My favourite afternoons are the ones 
I get to spend with my daughter in 
downtown Hafnarfjörður, my home-
town, where it is always sunny and still. 
Strandgata is the most beautiful street 
in Iceland.

Heat of the Night

I like going out for dinner and drinks 
with friends. My favourite place to do 
so is Tapas Barinn, which always has a 
nice atmosphere. The drinks are nice 
and the food is great. I don’t really have 
a favourite there—what I like is that it 
always lets you try something new be-
cause there’s so many options.

INSIDE
REYKJAVÍK

Words  Ciarán Daly

A Day In The Life Of:
Friðrik Dór Jónsson 

Grapevine
Cocktail 2015

The cocktail will be available at Apotek 
(Austurstræti 16) this summer, and hopefully at 

some other places as well.



ART
OPENINGS & ONGOINGS

July 3-July 16
How to use the listings: Venues are 
listed alphabetically by day. For com-
plete listings and detailed information 
on venues visit listings.grapevine.is. 
Send us your listings to: listings@
grapevine.is

Opening
Gallerí Fold
‘Rebirth’ by Nikhil Nathan Kirsh
This mixed-media photography and 
painting exhibit centres on expressions 
of freedom and self-identity, and is partly 
inspired by the artist’s own experience of 
being a clown.

Opens July 4
Runs until July 19 

Harpa
‘JOURNEY’ by Gusgus and Reykjavík 
Dance Productions  
Described as a “feast for the senses,” you 
can expect this dance performance to be 
a dramatic and darkly glamourous joining 
of electronic dance band Gusgus and 
Reykjavík Dance Productions.

Runs July 11, 14, 22
Hitt Húsið
‘Fantastic Friday’ & ‘Final Festival’
Hitt Húsið Creative Summer Groups and 
Hitt Húsið Street Theatre will be performing 

music, poetry, theatre, dance and more 
around the Reykjavík City Centre. Be sure 
to catch these young artists as they wander 
the city and deliver all sorts of wacky and 
fun performances. 

Runs on July 10, 12:00-14:00 and 
July 16, 16:00-18:00

Mengi
'PoetryFilm'
‘PoetryFilm’ presents a series of poetry 
shorts curated by British artist Zata Banks.

Runs on July 15 at 21:00
The National Gallery
Portraits from the National Gallery
The National Gallery contains about 1,000 
portraits by both Icelandic and foreign 
artists—some modern, some centuries 
old.  This exhibition will feature selected 
portraits from the gallery, and asks viewers 
to contemplate the human image from both 
historical and personal perspectives.

Opens July 3
Runs until September 6

‘Jacqueline with a Yellow Ribbon’ by 
Pablo Picasso
Picasso’s widow, Jacqueline Roque 
Picasso, has given her portrait as a gift 
to the President of Iceland. This portrait 
is considered to be one of Picasso’s 
most unusual, and is highly sought after 
worldwide.

Opens July 3
Runs until January 4

Reykjavík Art Museum - 
Hafnarhús
‘Image // Object’ by Áslaug Íris 
Katrín Friðjónsdóttir & Guðlaug Mía 
Eyþórsdóttir
This exhibit will feature works by Áslaug, 
which involve muted colors and raw 
materials like concrete and wood mixed 
with drawings and paintings. Guðlaug Mia’s 
works, on the other hand, play with strong 
colours and even illusions. Both artists focus 
on form and composition when creating 
their works, and the subject of the exhibit is 
the image itself. The exhibit is a part of the 
Kunstschlager Chamber.

Opens July 4
Runs until July 19

The Reykjavík Museum of 
Photography 
‘In Passing’ by Dagur Gunnarsson 
In this exhibit, Dagur Gunnarsson displays 
portraits he has taken around Reykjavík that 
each aim to capture the strong impression 
that people have left on him.

Opens July 16
Runs until August 30

SÍM
‘Sculpture-films’ by Ólafur 
Þórðarson
This exhibition features a short film and 
a book release, along with paintings, 
sculptures, and other works. There is also a 
Q&A session with Klara Þórhallsdóttir of the 
Reykjavík Art Museum on July 3 at 18:00.

Opens on July 3
Runs until July 23

Ongoing
Anarkía
‘Ylur’ by Hanna Pálsdóttir
Hanna Pálsdóttir’s paintings are marked 
with strong colours and abstract expression. 
Thematically, she is interested in exploring 
time, contrasts, nature and beauty. This is 
her ninth solo exhibition in Iceland. 

Runs until July 19
‘Blik’ by Friðrik Jónsson
Despite being almost 90 years old, this is 
Friðrik Jónsson’s first solo show. It features 
photo-realistic paintings.

Runs until July 19
Árbær Open Air Museum 
‘Between the lines – How stay-at-
home women earned a living 1900-
1970’
This exhibition looks at how women were 
able to generate revenue with odd jobs in 
the twentieth century when many of them 
stayed at home.

Runs until August 31
ART67
‘Untitled’ by Lilja Bragadóttir
This exhibition features the abstract and 
vividly colourful oil and acrylic paintings of 
Lilja Bragadóttir. The artist graduated from 
Grafik Kunstskole in Århus in 2004, and has 
an art studio (Art 11) that she shares with 
several other female artists in Kópavogur. 

Runs until July 31
Ásgrímur Jónsson Collection 
‘In The Light Of The Days’ by 
Ásgrímur Jónsson
The works of the late Ásgrímur Jónsson 
cover huge swaths of the history of Iceland. 
The interpretation of the seen and the 
unseen, landscape, and oral tradition 
were some of his main topics throughout 
his career, which spanned the first half 
of the twentieth century. His paintings 

Madison Perfumery Reykjavik • Aðalstræti 9 • 101 Reykjavik
tel : +354 571 7800 • www.madison.is

Iceland’s fi rst n iche per f u mer y, 
offeri ng a world class selection of 
the fi nest ar tistic per f u mes and 

cosmetics i n dow ntow n R e y k j av i k

Welcome to our enchanting 
Beauty Room where we offer a 

range of treatements using only 
the finest skin care products

A Physical Extravaganza 
'JOURNEY' by Gusgus and Reykjavík Dance Productions

Harpa
Austurbakki 2 (5C) | July 11, July 14  20:00 | 5,900 ISK

So last weekend you met this girl at Kaffibarinn, and ’cause you 
had a few too many Einstöks you told her you were “really into 
dance.” She loved it, you got lucky, but now you’re stuck. What 
are you going to do when you see her again? If she’s sober you’re 
going to look like a total loser. Best get educated, and what better 
opportunity than ‘JOURNEY’ by Gusgus and Reykjavík Dance 
Productions at Harpa? ‘JOURNEY’ premiered at the Reykjavík 
ArtsFest in 2012 and has since traveled internationally to the 
Netherlands, Denmark, Norway and Russia. The multimedia piece 
uses dance, music, and film to create a humorous but sensual 
work. Mention the show to her and you’re pretty much Mikhail 
Baryshnikov. Who’s that, you ask? C’mon man!  HJC

ART HOUSE CINEMA & CAFÉ

CULT CLASSIC MOVIE POSTER EXHIBITION

ICELANDIC FILMS 
WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

HAPPY HOUR AT THE BAR FROM 17:00-20:00

ShowtimeS: bioparadis.is | Hverfisgata 54 | Reykjavík | +354 412 7711 | midasala@bioparadis.is

All you need
 in one place

 www.handknit.is

ONLY 
SWEATER 
SELECTION,
NO KNITING 
MATERIAL
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The viking:info
Laugavegur 1 · Reykjavík 
Hafnarstræti 1 - 3 · Reykjavík
Hafnarstræti 104 · Akureyri

e:info@theviking.is
www.theviking.is

TAX FREE

Akureyri

Reykjavík

2-4
July

9 
July

Festival

She Thinks My Tractor  
Is Sexy

Music

Around the World In An 
Empty Taxi

Wanna get out of this homogeneous little city? 
Join Empty Taxi for the night. It's the moniker of 
Brussels-based French/Northern Irish musician 
Zoë McPherson. Her music has been described 
as “indigenous electronic,” and her latest EP 
‘IRIZAJN’ takes listeners around the world, from 
Slovenia to the Congo. While the sound of each 
track varies widely based on its global inspiration, 
Empty Taxi’s music has a smooth and crisp 
feeling, and features samples from the sounds of 
several cultures and locales. Come expand your 
worldview, no red-eye flight required. KES
                                   Photo by David San Juan

Empty Taxi
Mengi, Óðinsgata 2 (F5) |  21:00 | 2,000 ISK

Yee-haw! This weekend brings Iceland the most 
important day of the year; the day that marks the 
birth of the best country in the whole entire world, 
July 4. In honour of the birth of freedom, liberty, 
equality, McDonalds, and Taylor Swift, KEX Hostel 
is putting on their annual Kex Köntri festival. Put 
your cowboy boots on, and don’t forget your Bible, 
‘cause Lights on the Highway will play at 21:00 
on July 3, and the Kex Köntri All Stars will rock 
out the next day at 20:30. Pledge allegiance and let 
freedom ring! HJC
                            Photo by Apollo 11 Image Library

CRAVING
Download the FREE  

Grapevine Craving APP!

What should you eat in 
Reykjavík? Shake your phone, 

and we will recommend you 
something. 

Kex Köntrí 2015
KEX Hostel, Skúlagata 28 (E7) | Free!

DJ Snoopadelic
The man may have changed monikers more often 
than most people change clothes, but Calvin 
Cordozar Broadus Jr. will forever be Snoop Dogg 
in our hearts. With mega hits like "Gin & Juice," 
"Doggystyle" and "Drop it like It's Hot" under his 
belt, it wouldn't matter if he'd release a series of 
inconsequential albums for a solid decade, people 
would still show up. Don't miss the chance to see 
one of hip-hop's living legends; it'll only set you 
back 8,900 ISK. 
Laugadalshöll at 19:00

July 16

Two     Weeks
The Grapevine picks the events, places and what to experience in the next two weeks

Open mic stand up comedy in English
Every Monday, a group of comedians get together 
and perform a free comedy set in English for 
expats and locals alike. Bear in mind there may 
be some teething issues, but at least everyone 
will understand the jokes. We think. Admission is 
always free.
Gaukurinn at 22:00

Every Monday

Rafnæs #3
The third Rafnæs events brings together all kinds 
of electronic artists to play music to dance-
hungry crowds. The artists involved that are 
playing DJ sets are: Futuregrapher, who makes 
dreamy introspective music; Brilliantinus, who's 
obsessed with beautiful beat-heavy soundscapes; 
Tanya Pollock, who is one of the founders of the 
weirdcore movement; and members of Svartidauði 
black metal band, promise to deliver music to go 
along with the end of the world. Admission is free.
Paloma at 23:00

July 3

‘Image // Object’ opening party
Kunstschlager veterans Áslaug Íris Katrín 
Friðjónsdóttir and Guðlaug Mía Eyþórsdóttir have 
come teamed up to make this mixed-medium 
exhibition, which involves muted colours, raw 
materials like concrete and wood, mixed with more 
traditional visual art elements like drawings and 
paintings. There is a special opening party on July 4 
at 15:00. Admission is 1,400 ISK.
Reykjavík Art Museum: Hafnarhúsið

July 4 - 19
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Party Every Night.
Cocktails! 

Live Music Every Night! 
50 different kinds of beer. 

Live Sports Coverage
Kitchen open from 11.00.

Ribs - Burgers
Chicken Wings! AUSTURSTRAETI 8  • REYKJAVIK
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Useful Numbers

Emergency number: 112
Medical help: 1770
Dental emergency: 575 0505
Information: 1818
Taxi: Hreyfill-Bæjarleiðir: 588 5522
     BSR: 561 0000
Useful Apps

112 (Emergency App)
Appy Hour (Drinking App)
Craving (Eating App)
Strætó.is (Bus App)
Veður (Wheather App)
Find them at App store and on Android Market.

 Tax-Free Refund

Iceland Refund, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 564 6400

 Tourist Information

Arctic Adventures, Laugavegur 11,
tel: 562 7000
Tourist Info Centre, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 590 1550
Iceland Excursions – Grayline Iceland, 
Hafnarstræti 20, tel: 540 1300
The Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2, 
tel: 522 4979
Trip, Laugavegur 54, tel: 433 8747

 Pharmacies

Lyf og heilsa, Egilsgata 3, tel: 563 1020
Lyfja, Laugavegur 16, tel: 552 4045 and Lág-
múla 5, tel: 533 2300

 Coach Terminal

BSÍ, Vatnsmýrarvegur 10,
tel: 580 5400, www.bsi.is

 Domestic Airlines

Air Iceland, Reykjavíkurflugvöllur,
tel: 570 3030, www.flugfelag.is
Eagle Air, Hótel Loftleiðir, tel: 562 4200

 Public Transport

The only public transport available in Reykjavík is 
the bus. Buy tickets, look at timetables and plan 
journeys with the Strætó bus app. Most buses 
run every 20–30 minutes (the wait may be longer 
on weekends) and the price per fare is 400 ISK 
for adults and children. Multiple day passes 

are available for purchase at select locations. 
Complete route map available at: www.bus.is. 
Tel: 540 2700. Buses run from 07:00–24:00 on 
weekdays and 10:00–24:00 on weekends. Main 
terminals are Hlemmur and Lækjartorg.
Opening Hours

Bars and clubs: Bars can legally stay open un-
til 01:00 on weekdays and 04:30 on weekends.
Shops: Mon–Fri 10:00–18:00, Sat 10:00–16:00, 
Sun closed. The shopping centres Kringlan and 
Smáralind as well as most supermarkets and 
tourist shops have longer opening hours. 
Swimming pools: Weekdays 06:30–22:00 and 
weekends 09:00–17:00, although each pool 
varies plus or minus a few hours.  
Banks in the centre are open Mon-Fri 09:00-
16:00.

G
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ICELANDIC DESIGN

Bankastræti 11 · t 551 2090 · spaks.is
Open Monday-Friday 10-18.30 

Saturdays 10-17

One of the coolest shops in town with an 
Icelandic designer of classical utilitarian 
clothes. Beautiful and unique design. 

Our design is also sold as second hand. 
Sustainable fashion, the pieces will 

last you a lifetime.
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Eating

Drinking

The Coocoo's Nest

Nestled in a refurbished fishing hut in 
the newly-flourishing area of Grandi, The 
Coocoo’s Nest is a cosy and airy cafe, offer-
ing California-casual brunch, lunch, and din-
ner, with an Italian twist. With large windows 
and light wood throughout, this is perfect for 
a lazy Saturday get-together or an afternoon 
‘aperitivo’ after work. If you are in that part of 
town, head over for a warm-up. 

Grandagarður 23 

Places We Like

At the Laundromat Café you can do your 
laundry, drink a beer and have a grandma
read to your children all under one roof. This 
kid-friendly café/bar/restaurant prides itself
on its diverse menu, good service, a 5,000 
book library (that you can buy or trade 
from), board games, and newspapers and 
magazines.

Austurstræti 9
Laundromat Café5

Gamla Smiðjan

This welcomed addition to Reykjavík’s pizza 
palette has been steadily winning over fans
since it opened for business, and with good 
reason. Gamla Smiðjan seems to handle every 
single order with care, love and respect. As 
the dining area is sparse, locals usually opt 
for take-out.

Lækjargata 8
4

Fish Company

The Fish Company (Fiskifélagið) is acclaimed 
as one of Reykjavík’s best ‘fancy’ restaurants. 
Located in a charmingly dark space under-
ground at Vesturgata 2a, this bustling, cave-
like locale provides fine sanctuary from the 
cold winds outside in the winter, and respite 
from the powerful sunshine of summer.

Vesturgata 2a
3

Dill

Pioneering New Nordic Kitchen-style cuisine 
in Iceland, Dill Restaurant very quickly gained 
status as a Reykjavík favourite, which it con-
tinues to live up to. Using fresh and classic 
Nordic ingredients exclusively, Dill offers a 
unique dining experience whether you go for 
their short and simple lunchtime menu or the 
extensive evening one.

Hverfisgata 12 
2

Loft Hostel

With a brilliant location right in the centre of 
the action, the views from the upstairs bar 
and rooftop patio at the Loft Hostel can't 
be more entertaining. In addition to clean, 
comfortable rooms for all types of travellers, 
this new hostel is quickly becoming a hotspot 
for live music and comfortable accommoda-
tion alike.

Bankastræti 7

8 Café Haiti

Nestled in one of the former fishing 
warehouses of the old harbour, Café Haiti 
is surely one of Reykjavík’s best cafés (and 
this is no mean feat, as the city has some 
nice coffee on offer). Go there for an excel-
lent cup and some delicious light snacks 
during the day, or indulge in beer and low-
key concerts at night.

Geirsgata 7b

9Kaffitár

Kaffitár on Bankastræti is a comfortable little 
café with a great selection of coffee, tea and 
baked goods on offer. Since Kaffitár is also a 
big-name Icelandic roasterie, the caffeinated 
beverages on the menu are quality. A classic 
spot for caffeine and laptop addicts and 
freelancers, but get there early because it fills 
up fast and early!

Bankastræti 8

7

1

8

The walls may be dark and adorned with 
gloomy paintings, and the lighting minimal, 
but when the bands step onto the stage the 
place really comes into its own. Armed with 
a great sound system, the place delivers a 
great experience for music fans throughout 
Reykjavík.

Naustin
Húrra6
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Venue Finder
Music & Entertainment

Museums & Galleries

6 7 8 9

Austur
Austurstræti 7 | D3

B5
Bankastræti 5 | E4  
Bar 11
Hverfisgata 18 | E5  
Bíó Paradís 
Hverfisgata 54 | E5  
Bjarni Fel 
Austurstræti 20 | E4

Boston
Laugavegur 28b | E5

Bunk
Laugavegur 28 | E5

Café Rósenberg
Klapparstígur 25 | E5

Coocoo's Nest
Grandagarður 23 | B2 

Den Danske Kro
Ingólfsstræti 3 | E4  
Dillon
Laugavegur 30 | E5 

Dolly 
Hafnarstræti 4 | D3

Dubliner 
Hafnarstræti 1-3 | D3  
English Pub
Austurstræti 12 | D3

Frederiksen Ale House
Hafnarstræti 5 | D3 

Gaukurinn 
Tryggvagata 22 | D3

Hressó
Austurstræti 20 | D3

Húrra
Naustin | D3  
Kex Hostel
Skúlagata 28 | E7  
Kaffibarinn
Bergstaðastræti 1 | E4  
Kaldi Bar
Laugavegur 20b | E5  
Kaffi Kigali
Ingólfsstræti 8 | E4  
Kofinn
Laugavegur 2 | E5  
Lavabarinn
Lækjargata 6 | E4  
Loft Hostel
Bankastræti 7 | E4

Paloma
Naustin | D3  
Prikið
Bankastræti 12 | E4

Reykjavík Roasters
Kárastígur 1 | F5

Stofan Café
Vesturgata 3 | D3

Thorvaldsen
Austurstræti 8 | D3

Ölsmiðjan 
Lækjargata 10 | E3

Ölstofan
Vegamótastígur 4 | E5

ART67
Laugavegur 67  |  F7
Mon-Fri 12-18 / Sat
12-16  
Ásgrimur Jónsson 
Museum
Bergstaðastræti 74 | G4
Mon-Fri through Sep 1  
The Einar Jónsson  
Museum
Eiriksgata  |  G5
Tue–Sun 14–17
www.skulptur.is   
Gallerí List
Skipholt 50A  |  H10
M-F 11-18, Sat 11-16 
http://www.gallerilist.is/  
Hafnarborg
Strandgata 34, Haf-
narfjörður
www.hafnarborg.is  
Hannesarholt 
Grundarstígur 10  |  F4
www.hannesarholt.is  
Hitt Húsið 
Gallery Tukt
Pósthússtræti 3-5  |  D4
www.hitthusid.is  
Hverfisgallerí 
Hverfisgata 4 | D4
www.hverfisgalleri.is  
i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16  |  D3
Tue–Fri 11–17 / Sat 
13–17 and by appoint-
ment. www.i8.is  
The Icelandic Phal-
lological Museum
Laugavegur 116  |  F8
www.phallus.is  
Kirsuberjatréð
Vesturgata 4 |  D3
www.kirs.is  
Kling & Bang
Hverfisgata 42  |  E5
Thurs–Sun from 14–18
www.this.is/klingogbang  
Knitting Iceland
Laugavegur 25 |  E5
www.knittingiceland.is  
Living Art Museum
Skúlagata 28 |  E7
Tue-Sun 12-17
www.nylo.is  
Mengi
Óðinsgata 2  |  F5
www.mengi.net  
Mokka Kaffi
Skólavörðustígur 3A | E5
www.mokka.is  
The National Gallery 
of Iceland
Fríkirkjuvegur 7  |  F3
Tue–Sun 11–17
www.listasafn.is  
The National Museum
Suðurgata 41  |  G2
Open daily 10–17
www.natmus.is
 The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5  |  H2
Tue–Sun 12–17
www.nordice.is

Reykjavík Art Gallery
Skúlagata 30  |  E7
Tue-Sun 14–18  
Reykjavík Art
Museum - 
Hafnarhús 
Tryggvagata 17  |  D3
Open 10-17
Thursday 10-20
Kjarvalsstaðir
Flókagata 24  |  H8
Open 10-17
Ásmundarsafn
Sigtún
Open 10-17
www.listasafnreykja-
vikur.is  
Reykjavík City Library
Tryggvagata 15  |  D3
www.borgarbokasafn.is  
Reykjavík City 
Museum -
Árbæjarsafn
Kistuhylur 4 
Daily tours at 13
The Settlement Exhibi-
tion
Aðalstræti 17  |  D3
Open daily 9–20
Reykjavík Maritime 
Museum
Grandagarður 8  |  B2
Open daily 10-17
Reykjavík Museum of 
Photography
Tryggvagata 15  |  D3
Mon-Thur 12–19 / Fri 12-
18 / Sat–Sun 13–17 
Viðey Island
Ferry from Skarfabakki 
Harbour, Sat-Sun only
www.videy.com  
Saga Museum
Grandagarður 2  |  B2
www.sagamuseum.is  
Sigurjón Ólafsson 
Museum
Laugarnestangi 70
www.lso.is  
SÍM
Hafnarstræti 16 | D3
Mon-Fri 10-16
www.sim.is  
Sólon Bistro
Bankastræti 7a | E4
Mon-Thu 11-23:30
Fri-Sat 11-01
Sun 11-23  
Spark Design Space
Klapparstígur 33 | E5
M-Fri 12-18, Sat 12-16
www.sparkdesign-
space.com  
Tveir Hrafnar 
Baldursgata 12  |  G4
Thu-Fri 12-17, Sat 13-16
www.tveirhrafnar.is  
Wind & Weather 
Gallery
Hverfisgata 37 | E5
www.windandweather.is

New In Town

E

Reykjavík Chips

Right off Laugavegur (as indicated by a 
giant sculpture of mayo-drizzled fries in 
a cone) sits the new chips shop in town, 
Reykajvík Chips. They’re serious about this 
chips business—literally all you can eat 
there are the fried, potatoey delights, along  
with a few different beers and sodas. The 
chips come in a little cone—Belgian-style,  
and can be ordered with a number of mostly 
homemade sauces ranging from traditional 
(ketchup, mayonnaise, cocktail) to strange 
(pickle, cashew, chives, and “harakiri”—
extra spicy ketchup). The restaurant is 
small and simple, and, like the menu, strictly 
chips-focused (the photos on the walls all 
have something to do chips, and all the 
tables have holes in them for perfect cone-
holding abilities). 

Vitastígur 10

13

G

Nordic House
Sturlugata 5 
101 Reykjavik
+354 551 0200
www.aalto.is

NORDIC 
COOL
 at it’s best

 Post Offices 

Post offices are located around the 
city. The downtown post office is at 
Pósthússtræti 3–5, open Mon–Fri 09:00–
18:00. Stamps are also sold at bookstores, 
gas stations, tourist shops and some 
grocery stores.

 Public Phones

There aren’t many public payphones in the 
city centre. The tourist information centre 
at Aðalstræti 2, City Hall, Kolaportið, 
entrance at Landsbankinn and in Lækjar-
gata. Prepaid international phone cards 
are recommended for int’l callers.

 Internet Access

Most cafés offer free wireless internet 
access. Computers with internet connec-
tions are available to use at:
Ground Zero, Frakkastígur 8, near 
Laugavegur 45, 
Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2
The National and University Library, 
Arngrímsgata 3
Ráðhúskaffi City Hall, Tjarnargata 11
Reykjavík Backpackers, Laugavegur 28
The Reykjavík City Library, Tryggvagata 15
Tourist Information Centre, Aðalstræti 2

 Swimming Pools 

There are several swimming pools in 

There are several swimming pools in 
Reykjavík. The one in 101 Reykjavík, 
Sundhöll Reykjavíkur, is an indoor one, 
located at Barónsstígur. It features a nice 
sunbathing area and some outdoor hot 
tubs. Opening hours: Mon-Thu 06:30–
22:00, Fri 06:30–20:00, Sat 08:00–16:00 
and Sun 10:00–18:00. 

 Public Toilets

Public toilets in the centre can be found 
inside the green-poster covered tow-
ers located, for example, at Hlemmur, 
Ingólfstortorg, by Hallgrímskirkja, by 
Reykjavík Art Museum, Lækjargata and by 
Eymundsson on Skólavörðustígur. Toilets 
can also be found inside the Reykjavík 
City Hall and the Reykjavík Library.
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Kraum 

The Kraum Iceland Design store features 
the best from the latest trends in Icelandic
design. Kraum sells unique items that put 
an Icelandic spin on everyday objects like 
stationary, wooden children’s toys, plastic 
zip-lockable handbags and raincoats, and 
clothing and jewellery made from wool and 
other materials.

Aðalstræti 10

12Macland

For all your Apple needs, for purchase and 
repair, you won’t go wrong with Macland. 
Their new digs on Laugavegur are bigger 
and better than ever, ready to offer the best 
service yet.

Laugavegur 23
11

Icewear
Þingholtsstræti 2

10

Whether you are after something functional 
or aesthetically pleasing, Icewear offers a 
full collection of clothing for the outdoor 
enthusiast such as sophisticated high-tech 
jackets, and locally made Icelandic wool 
sweaters and other apparel.

Shopping

13



A Guide That 
Fucks 
You Up

American Bar
Friday and Saturday from 16:00 to 19:00.   
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 750 ISK.

Austur
Thursday to Saturday from 20:00 to 00:00.   
Beer 800 ISK, Wine 800 ISK. 

B5
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 550 ISK, Cider 700 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Bar 7
Every day from 16:00 to 21:00. 
Beer 350 ISK, Shot 350 ISK.

Bar 11
Friday to Saturday from 21:00 to 00:00. 
Beer 500 ISK.

Bar Ananas
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Cocktails 1,650 ISK.

Barber Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 20:00. Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK, selected cocktails 1,650 ISK.

Bíó Paradís
Every day from 17:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 500 ISK.

Bjarni Fel
Monday to Friday from 21:00 to 23:00. 2-4-1 Beer 
1,090 ISK, single with mixer 1,500 ISK.

Boston
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.  
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 650 ISK.

Bravó
Every day from 17:00 to 21:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 750 ISK. 

Brooklyn Bistro & Bar
Every day from 14:00 to 19:00.  
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Bunk Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.  
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 750 ISK.

Café Haiti
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 800 ISK.

Den Danske Kro
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
2-4-1 Beer 1,000 ISK and Wine 1,200 ISK.

Dillon
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. Beer 550 ISK, 
Wine for 700 ISK, Whiskey  550 ISK.  
Dolly
Wednesday to Thursday from 20:00 to 22:00, 
Friday to Saturday from 20:00 to 23:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 600 ISK.

A list of every Happy 
Hour in 101 Reykjavík

Einar Ben 
Every day from 17:30 to 20:00. 
Beer 700 ISK, Wine 800 ISK.

English Pub
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 750 ISK.

Frederiksen Ale House
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00.
2-4-1 Beer 1,000 ISK and Wine 1,100 ISK.

Forréttabarinn
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 650 ISK.

Gaukurinn
Sunday to Thursday from 19:00 to 22:00. Friday to 
Saturday from 21:00 to 22:00.
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK, Shots 500 ISK.

Glaumbar
Thursday to Saturday from 20:00 to 00:00.
Beer 500 ISK, Shot 390 ISK.

Hótel 1919
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 575 ISK, selected cocktails 1,090 ISK.

Hótel Holt Gallery Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK, selected cocktails 1,200 ISK.

Hótel Natura
Every day from 16:00 to 18:00. 50% off all 
drinks. Beer 550 ISK, Wine 1,000 ISK, selected 
cocktails 1,600 ISK.

Hótel Plaza Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 900 ISK.

Húrra
Every day from 18:00 to 21:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Íslenski Barinn 
Everyday from 16:00 to 18:00. Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK, selected cocktails 1,000 ISK.

Iða Zimsen
Every day from 17:00 to 22:00. Beer 450 ISK.

Ísafold Bistro 
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 900 ISK.

Kaffibarinn
Every day from 15:00 to 20:00. Beer 650 ISK.  
Kaldi Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 650.

Kiki Queer Bar
Thursday from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Shots 500 ISK.

Kitchen & Wine Bar
Thursday from 16:00 to 18:30. Beer 750 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK, selected cocktails 1,500 ISK.

Klaustur Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 800 ISK, Wine 800 ISK.

Kolabrautin
Every day from 16:00 to 18:00. Beer 450 ISK, 
Wine 500 ISK, Cocktails 1,000 ISK.

Konsúll Café
Every day from 16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 750 ISK, Wine 900 ISK.

Lebowski Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
2-4-1 Beer 1,100 ISK and Wine 1,100 ISK. 

Loft Hostel Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.  
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

MarBar
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Matur og Drykkur
Thursday to Sunday, 21:00-22:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 500 ISK.

Micro Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. Beer 700 ISK.

Nora Magasin
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 600 ISK.

Public House
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. Beer 495 ISK, 
Wine 675 ISK, selected cocktails 40% off.

Prikið
Monday to Friday from 16:00 to 20:00. Beer 500 ISK.

Rio Sportbar 
Every day from 12:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 750 ISK, Wine 800 ISK.

SKY Bar & Lounge   
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 900 ISK.

Skúli Craft Bar
Every day from 14:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 700 ISK, Wine 1,000 ISK.

Slippbarinn
Every day from 15:00 to 18:00. Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 600 ISK, selected cocktails 1,000 ISK.

Sólon Bistro
Every day from 15:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Sushisamba 
Every day from 17:00 to 18:30. 
Beer 645 ISK, Wine 745 ISK.

Tíu Dropar
Every day from 18:00 to 21:00. 
2-4-1 Beer 1,000 ISK and Wine 1,000 ISK.

Tacobarinn
Monday to Saturday from 16:00 to 18:00.
Friday and Saturday 22:30-23:30.
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.  
Uno
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 545 ISK, Wine 600 ISK.  
Uppsalir
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. 
2-4-1 Beer 950 ISK and Wine 1,200 ISK.  
Vínsmakkarinn
Monday to Sunday from 17:00 to 20:00.
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Viðey

Skarfabakki 

Elding

Old harbour

Harpa

www.elding.is

Other adventures
Sea Angling daily at 11:00 and 15:30 from 1 May to 31 August 
Puffin Watching daily at 9:30, 12:00 and 15:00  from 15 May to 15 August 

Elding Whale Watching schedule – all year round

   * From 15 May to 15 September
** From 15 June to 31 July

       
      

    
       

   
     

    

Make sureit’s Elding!

ELDING 
WHALE WATCHING
from Reykjavik

Call us on +354 519 5000
or visit www.elding.is

Jan-Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov-Dec
EL-01 / EL-02 / EL-03

13:00 13:00

9:00 9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

17:00* 17:00 17:00 17:00 17:00*

10:00

14:00

10:00

14:00

10:00

14:00
13:00

20:30** 20:30

From Elding (Ægisgarður) to Viðey
11.50 14.50 

From Harpa to Viðey
13.30  15.00

From Skarfabakki to Viðey

From Viðey to Skarfabakki
13.30  

From Viðey to Harpa and Elding (Ægisgarður)
11.30 13.30  14.30 17.30

10.15 11.15 12.15 13.15 14.15 15.15 16.15 17.15 

13.30 

Summer Schedule 15 May - 30 September

14.30 16.30 18.3012.30 

12.00 15.00 

15.30 17.30

Really hidden treasure 
off Reykjavik. 
Well worth a visit.

“
Biffajk taken from TripAdvisor

Island 

#videy
videy.com
533 5055

Download the FREE 
Grapevine Appy 
Hour app!
Every happy hour in 
town in your pocket. 
Available in the App 
store and on the 
Android Market.

An Icelandic fish market has opened up 
in Closter, New Jersey. Baldur Ólafsson 
and family are serving up butter-baked 
arctic char and breaded haddock. The 
place is named The Fish Dock, which is 
weird because they could have called it 
Sleep With the Fishes (Baldur… tsk tsk 
tsk.)

Reykjavík city authorities have announced 
plans to turn bus terminal Hlemmur 
into an indoor food market (let’s face 
it, it’s the only kind we’ll ever have in Ice-
land). The idea is that the market would 
sell both ready-made dishes and produce. 
It sounds like they want something like 
Torvehallerne in Copenhagen, and food 
markets in disused train/bus terminals 
have proven themselves with places like 
the Reading Terminal Market. The ap-
plication deadline for the Hlemmur 
food market is July 6, so get cracking.

Saturday, July 4 will see two burger eat-
ing contests. First we have the Big Ka-
huna contest at diner Prikið for the fifth 
year running. There contestants will need 
to scarf down a double cheeseburger, a 
side of fries, and a five-dollar milkshake. 
The fun starts at 15:00 at Prikið and the 
prize is ten Big Kahuna meals… because 
ten is exactly what you’ll want after eat-
ing one. Dirty Burger & Ribs, in collabora-
tion with brotacular radio station FM97, 
will host their own contest by Austurvöl-
lur. You can sign up on their Facebook 
page but only ten entries will be chosen 
to compete. The prize is a trip for two 
to London and a dinner at Michelin star 
restaurant Texture. Looks like some-
one’s trying to drink Prikið’s milkshake. 

At least two new vendors were added 
to Reykjavík’s burgeoning food truck 
scene. In May we got “Fish & Chips 
Vagninn” (vagninn = wagon) and at the 
start of June we got the “Fish and Chips 

Wagon.” Some people are getting the two 
confused, which is just cuh-razy. One is 
red and the other is blue—just don’t ask 
me which one. Then there’s Lalli, who 
started selling curry and chili wraps from 
his Wraptruck to save up for studies at In-
stitut Paul Bocuse. Let’s hope his curry is 
as heart-warming as his story.

Finally, 101 Hotel have reshaped their 
kitchen and given it the inspired name of 
Kitchen & Wine. By the looks of it, they 
will be serving fancy casual food made 
from local ingredients and with a lazy 
eye on paleo-friendliness. It seems there 
have been a lot of restaurants with Eng-
lish names lately. I guess it must be impor-
tant, as clearly one rarely chooses to dine 
at places like Friðrik V (fourteen years 
running), Austur-Indíafjelagið (twenty 
years), or Grillið á Hótel Sögu (fifty years).

 
Food News

 June 2015
Words Ragnar Egilsson



A Guided Walking Tour

Dark Deeds 
in Reykjavík

Every Thursday 
in June, July and August at 3pm 

This 90 min. walk is at an easy pace 

Join us for a fun introduction to Icelandic 
crime fiction, ghosts and ghouls

Starts at Reykjavík City Library in Tryggvagata 15 

Info: www.literature.is

A fitting warm-up: 
At 2pm every Thursday we screen 

Spirits of Iceland, a film on Icelandic folklore in 
the library's 5th floor screening room: Kamesið

Tryggvagata 15
Tel. 411 6100  
www.borgarbokasafn.is 

FREE OF 
CHARGE

Experience 
Icelandic Art 
and Design

Gerðarsafn -  
Kópavogur Art Museum 
Hamraborg 4, Kópavogur
Open 11–17 / Closed on Mondays
www.gerdarsafn.is

Hönnunarsafn Íslands 
/ Museum of Design 
and Applied Art
Garðatorg 1, Garðabær
Open 12–17 / Closed on Mondays
www.honnunarsafn.is

Hafnarborg 
/ The Hafnarfjordur Centre 
of Culture and Fine Art
Strandgata 34, Hafnarfjörður
Open 12–17 / Thursdays 12–21
Closed on Tuesdays
www.hafnarborg.is

Route 40 takes you to

on your way to the Blue Lagoon

KEEPERS   
Highlights from the 
Collection, opens on June12

No Site
June 13th – August 23rd
Icelandic landscape seen 
with the eyes of eight 
contemporary photographers.

Ceramics
From the Collection
June 24th – August 23rd

Illumination
Exhibition of Works by  
Contemporary Icelandic Artists 

Doríon 
Dodda Maggý, Video- & Music 
Performance by Dodda Maggý 
with the Katla Women ś Choir
Performed: Friday 15 May, 9 pm 
and Saturday 16 May, 4 pm. 

Route 40
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July 11
– Oct 25,
2015

Ingólfur 
Arnarsson 
+

Austurvegur 42, 710 Seyðisfjörður, www.skaftfell.is
Skaf t fe l l  –  Center  fo r  V isua l  A r t

Open daily

Admission is free

Jul-Aug
12.00 – 18.00

Sep-Oct
12.00 – 16.00

Þuríður Rós 
Sigurþórs-
dóttir

And by appointment

and drawings reflect sincere love for the 
country and the nation, and the works 
chosen for this exhibition reflect the scope 
of the artist’s themes.

Runs until September 15
Better Weather Window Gallery
‘p,mö///l ksp,mö///l ks’ by Sigurður 
Ámundson
This exhibit, while difficult to pronounce, 
is a mixed media installation that presents 
Sigurður's pencil drawings and clay 
sculptures in this window gallery.

Runs until July 29
Borgarskjalasafn (Reykjavik 
Municipal Archives)
‘The Appearance of Women at the 
Start of Voting in 1915’ 
To celebrate 100 years of women’s 
suffrage in Iceland, this exhibit showcases 
photographs, letters, and other relics from 
the past that preserve the efforts of women 
who pushed for their right to vote.

Runs until July 12
The Einar Jónsson Museum
The museum contains close to 300 
artworks, including a beautiful garden with 
26 bronze casts of the artist’s sculptures.

On permanent view
Gallery GAMMA
‘The Next Great Moment in History 
Is Ours’ by Dorothy Iannone
Dorothy Iannone (1933) is a visual artist 
whose work deals with censorship and 
women’s sexuality. In 1969, some of her 
work was removed from a Kunsthalle 
Bern exhibition after the museum director 
demanded genitals be covered, thus 
sparking the contrary reaction.

Runs until July 31
Gallery ORANGE
'nafnlaus' by Arnar Birgisson 
26-year-old Breiðholt local, Arnar Birgisson 
is best known as a musician, playing with 
Mosi Musik, Boogie Trouble & Babies. In 
his art exhibit, which is the fourth ever 
held at this gallery, he expresses his inner 
thoughts with a flurry of colours and 
movements on the canvas.

Runs until July 15
Gallerí Skilti
‘Al Dente’ by Tuomas A. Laitinen
This multimedia exhibition combines light, 
sound, and video, and is inspired by the 
artist’s time in China; in particular, by his 
findings in “hutong” (narrow paths or 
valleys) in Beijing. The exhibit explores the 
constant overlapping of new and old in 
China, and the distorted and often absurd 
messages on signs outside food vendors in 
the area thanks to Google Translate.

Runs until December 15
Gerðuberg Cultural Centre
‘Light’ by Litku
Using oil, acrylic, and watercolour, 
members of the Litku art collective hope 
to explore both manifestations of light in 
nature and landscape and the interplay of 
light and shadow in this exhibit, which is 
in honour of UNESCO’s 2015 International 
Year of Light.

Runs until August 28
‘True Face’
This exhibition of oil, pastel, watercolour 
and collage work, is all based around the 
theme of portraits and includes varied 
pieces, such as paintings of pets as well 
as self-portraits. This exhibition was made 
through the efforts of art teachers Anna 
Henriksdóttir and Svafa Björg Einarsdóttir, 
who created the programme to help 

The Focus is on the Form
‘Image // Object’ by Áslaug Íris Katrín Friðjónsdóttir and Guðlaug 
Mía Eyþórsdóttir 

Reykjavík Art Museum—Hafnarhús
Tryggvagata 17 (D3) | July 4 -19  15:00 | 1,400 ISK

strengthen and empower unemployed 
people to get back into the labour market 
through artistic expression.

Runs until August 28
Papercraft Exhibition by Juventa 
and Paulius Mudéniené
An exhibition of paper art by Lithuanian 
artist Juventa, and photography by 
her husband Paulius, is on display at 
Gerðuberg. In the past, they have exhibited 
works in Belgium, England, Sweden, 
Norway, Germany and Egypt.

Runs until August 31
‘Finger Dexterity’ by Fanney, 
Óskar Henning og Sigurður Helgi 
Valgarðsbörn 
On exhibition is the work of these 
skillful siblings, including silver jewelry, 
candlesticks, and much more, all made 
with excellent crafstmanship.

Runs until September 27
Hafnarborg
‘Ceramics - From the Collection’
Ceramic pieces from the museum’s 
collection made by various artists between 
1984 and 2006 are on display.

Runs until August 23
‘No Site’
This exhibition features photographs 
depicting nature in Iceland, all taken by 
artists currently residing in Iceland.

Runs until August 23
Hallgrímskirkja 
‘City of God’ by Rósa Gísladóttir
'City of God' consists of five different 
pieces of art, which include soundscape 
and sculptures, all with references to 

Christianity, except the mirror of time which 
is situated outside the front of the church.

Runs until August 9
Harbinger
‘Opera’ by Bernardo Gaeiras and 
Elsa-Louise Manceaux 
This installation involves books specifically 
designed by their authors to be displayed 
in fan form in the vitrine outside Harbinger. 
The format of the installation necessitates 
non-linear reading and brings about 
questions of human nature and patterns.

Runs until July 26
Harpa
‘The Iceland Expo Pavilion’
Fifteen-minute films produced by Sagafilm 
will be projected on the walls and ceiling 
of the Expo Pavilion from 10:00 to 18:00. 
Visitors can then be immersed in these 
films, which feature scenes of Icelandic 
nature.

Runs until December 31
Héðinsvöllur Playground
Children’s Culture Festival
Old toys from days gone by are on exhibit 
at Héðinsvöllur Playground on Hringbraut, 
offering guests that chance to relive 
nostalgic moments from their youth. 

Runs until September 1
Hornið
‘Take Two’ by Jóhann Vilhjálmsson
Part artist, part musician, and part chef, 
Jóhann is a true jack-of-all-trades. His 
mediums are pastels and ink, and he 
gravitates towards bold, bright colours. His 
subjects range from people, to landscapes, 

Sure, art can be nice to look at, but sometimes there’s a certain 
pressure to try and decipher the “true” meaning. But with ‘Image 
// Object,’ a new exhibit by Icelandic artists Áslaug Íris Katrín 
Friðjónsdóttir and Guðlaug Mía Eyþórsdóttir, the subject and 
star of the show is literally the artwork itself and the forms and 
colours that compose it. Both artists bring something different to 
the exhibit: Áslaug’s works tend to involve muted colour schemes 
and raw materials like concrete and wood mixed with drawings and 
paintings, while Guðlaug plays with vivid colours, striking forms, 
and even illusions in her pieces. Come enjoy this feast for the eyes, 
and don’t overthink it. The piece is a part of the Kunstschlager 
Chamber. KES

ART
ONGOING



CHECK OUT THE NEW  

REYKJAVÍK CITY MUSEUM  
C OM P R I S I N G  5  TO P  MU S E UMS:

Árbær Open Air Musem

Viðey Island

Reykjavík Museum of 
Photography

Reykjavík Maritime Museum

www.reykjavikcitymuseum.is

The Settlement Exhibition

More information in the  
Museums & Galleries section.
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HISTORIC EXHIBITION              RESTAURANT •  SHOP •  ACTIVITIES

The Saga Museum brings the Viking age to life. There you’ll walk 
among some of Iceland’s most famous heroes and infamous villains 
portrayed in their defining moments; the Viking settlement in 874, 
Leif the Lucky’s discovery of America, the founding of the world’s 
first parliament and the epic clan feuds that marked the settlement. 
This is as close as you’ll ever get to meeting Vikings in the flesh. 

Saga Museum •  Grandagarður 2 •  101 Reykjavík

Tel.: (+354) 511 1517 •  Open: Daily from 10 to 18

www.sagamuseum.is

Try on the clothes and 
weapons of the Viking 

age. Great fun and a 
great photo opportunity.

The shop has a wide 
selection of traditional 

Viking handiwork, 
souvenirs and clothing.

PLEASED TO MEAT YOU!

ART
ONGOING

scenes and more, but all have a surrealist 
quality in common.

On permanent view
i8 Gallery
‘Me and My Mother 2015’ by Ragnar 
Kjartansson 
Celebrated artist Ragnar Kjartansson 
displays his latest video work, capturing 
the artist’s mother spitting on him, in her 
own living room. His earlier works in the 
series from 2000, 2005 and 2010 are also 
on display.

Runs until August 22
Kling & Bang
‘Benelux verkstæðið’ by Helgi 
Thorsson
In this exhibit, which consists of prints, 
paintings and sculptures, Helgi Thorsson 
hopes to reinvent old classics in a new 
light. Exploring everything from corporate 
responsibility to aliens, this exhibit will be 
Helgi’s final in Iceland before he moves 
abroad.

Runs until July 26
The Icelandic Phallological 
Museum 
The museum contains a collection of 
more than 215 penises and penile parts 
belonging to almost all the land and sea 
mammals that can be found in Iceland.

On permanent view
Kirsuberjatréð Íslensk Hönnun
‘epilogue’ by Heiðrún Kristjánsdóttir
This exhibition will feature old books as 
artwork, and will reflect on books as a 
medium for inspiration and knowledge.

Runs until July 21
Kópavogur Art Museum 
Gerðarsafn
‘Illumination’
This exhibit by multiple contemporary 
Icelandic artists is inspired by the stained 
glass windows created by the sculptor and 
glass artist Gerður Helgadóttir.

Runs until August 2
Living Art Museum (Nýló)
‘Adorn’
Using the work of all female artists and 
the curation of Becky Forsythe, ‘Adorn’ 
addresses the idea of ornamentation and 
the question of everyday beauty.

Runs until Sept 15
Mengi
Sirkus Íslands Photo Exhibition 
For five weeks, photographer Jeaneen 
Lund followed around Iceland’s only 
traveling circus, Sirkus Íslands, as they 
traveled through five towns. She explored 
not only the circus performance, but also 
the personal lives of the performers. 

Runs until July 15
Mokka-Kaffi
Original Drawings of a Comic Short 
Story by Kristján Jón Guðnason
Comic book artist Kristján Jón Guðnason 
will present an exhibit of original drawings 
at Mokka Kaffi.

Runs until July 15
Museum of Design and Applied 
Art
‘Keepers’
This exhibit focuses on the collections in 

the Museum of Design and Applied Art, 
displaying a few key pieces, and explores 
how and why the museum curates the 
works that it does.

Runs until June 10, 2016
The National Gallery
‘Saga - Narrative Art’ 
Curated by Norbert Weber and Halldór 
Björn Runólfsson, this exhibit explores 
the use of narrative in Icelandic visual art, 
presenting work from Björk, Dieter Roth, 
Ragnar Kjartansson, Erró, among others. 
There are guided tours every Tuesday and 
Friday at 12:10.

Runs until September 6
The National Museum of Iceland
‘A Woman’s Place’
This exhibition takes a look into the lives of 
women from 1915 to 2015, and questions 
what role women have had and currently 
have in Icelandic society.

Runs until December 31
‘Reading Flowers In This Strange 
Place’ - West Icelanders in the 
Great War
This exhibit examines the lives and fates 
of the one thousand soldiers and nurses 
of Icelandic descent who participated 
in the First World War. It is the result 
of collaboration between the National 
Museum and the University of Iceland.

Runs until August 9
‘The Making Of A Nation’
This exhibition is intended to provide insight 
into the history of the Icelandic nation from 
Settlement to the present day.

On permanent view 
Nesstofa - House and History
Nesstofa is one of the oldest stone 
buildings in Iceland, and this exhibition 
discusses the construction and repair 
history of the historical structure.

Runs until December 31
‘The People Downtown’ by Davíð 
Þorsteinsson
In this exhibit, Davíð Þorsteinsson presents 
a series of portraits inspired by downtown 
life, using subjects from all walks of life, 
from bankers to parking inspectors.

Runs until August 30
‘What Is So Interesting About it?’ 
In celebration of the 100th anniversary of 
women gaining the right to vote in Iceland, 
this exhibit will present examples of the 
work and struggles women have faced 
since gaining that suffrage. This show will 
celebrate women who have achieved in 
fields that were previously dominated by 
men, such as politics, business, arts, and 
sports. 

Runs until December 31
‘I - Portraits’ by Valdimar Thorlacius
In this exhibit, Valdimar Thorlacius presents 
portraits of Icelandic loners, hermits and 
recluses and their living spaces.

Runs until December 31
‘Bundled Up In Blue’
This exhibition is centred around new 
archeological findings from bones believed 
to belong to a woman from the settlement 
era, discovered in 1938 in East Iceland. New 
research provides answers as to the age of 
the woman in question, where she came 
from, together with indications of what she 
may have looked like and how she would 
have dressed.

Runs until December 31

Gallerí Skilti 
Dugguvogur 3 | Runs until December 15   All Day | Free!

Put “what goes around comes around” in Google Translate from 
English to Arabic and you get “نادت.” Translate that back into English 
and you’ll end up with “condemned.” So while Larry Page’s baby 
might be great at helping you with your Danish homework, it is still 
far from infallible. Tuomas A. Laitinen saw a plethora of these 
absurd Engrish translations firsthand while living in China. Inspired 
by them, he created the exhibit ‘Al Dente’ which is running until 
December 15 at Gallerí Skilti. Combining light, sound, and video, 
the multi-media exhibition explores the modern technological and 
lingual displacement created by globalisation. It’s bound to be an 
enlightening display. HJC

Lost in Translation 
‘Al Dente’ by Tuomas A. Laitinen
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We welcome you to look into: 

   

OPEN  daily 12—6 pm 
until July 12th 

 

FREE ADMISSION 
only 40 min. drive from Reykjavik 

on the Golden Circle 

 



17
The Reykjavík Grapevine

Issue 9 — 2015ART
ONGOING

Nordic House
‘Aalto Masterpiece’
The Nordic House itself will be on exhibit 
for people who are interested in learning 
more about the architecture of this sleek 
house, designed by Finnish architect Alvar 
Aalto. The exhibition focuses on the story of 
the Nordic House and all the little details of 
the house that you might miss just walking 
through.

Runs until August 29
Reykjavík Art Museum - 
Ásmundarsafn
‘Artistic Inclination’ by Ásmundur 
Sveinsson
Works that span the entire career of 
sculptor Ásmundur Sveinsson (1893-1982) 
from when he was a student at the Sate 
Academy in Sweden to abstract pieces 
created towards the end of his life. His 
work is inspired by nature, literature and 
the Icelandic people.

Runs until October 4
Reykjavík Art Museum - 
Hafnarhús
‘Áfangar’ by Richard Serra
Richard Serra unveiled his environmental 
art installation on Viðey Island 25 years ago. 
In honour of the anniversary, Hafnarhús 
presents an exhibition of Richard’s 
drawings and graphic works, as well as film 
and photographs from ‘Áfangar’ on Viðey.

Runs until September 20
‘bears; truths…’ by Kathy Clark
Using teddy bears discarded by Reykjavík 
children, Kathy develops a narrative about 
life’s journey. Throughout her career, she 
has shown work in Iceland and the United 
States, and is the founder of two window 
galleries in downtown Reykjavík.

Runs until October 18
‘Erró and Art History’
The exhibition provides an insight into 
the work of the Icelandic painter Erró. He 
maintains a style that fluctuates between 
surrealism and pop art, integrating 
elements of comics and science fiction. 
This exhibition presents works in which 
he has borrowed images and fragments of 
pictures by some of the leading artists in 
history, such as Picasso and Léger.

Runs until September 27
Kunstschlager Chamber
The art initiative Kunstschlager has 
moved all of its activities into the upper 
level of Hafnarhús. This offers visitors the 
opportunity to walk around, pause and 
experience the ambiance of Kunstschlager. 
The space is devoted to audio and video 
works, two- and three-dimensional 
pieces, as well as specially-designed 
Kunstschlager furniture, on which guests 
can comfortably relax.

Runs until September 30
‘Process & Pretense’ by Magnús 
Sigurðarson
Best known for his pop-culture-referencing 
photographic series and video art, Magnús 
Sigurðarson addresses in this exhibit the 
universal human yearning for the sublime. 
There will be a special performance and 
book release party on July 23 at 20:00.

Runs until October 18
Reykjavík Art Museum - 
Kjarvalsstaðir
‘Marginalia—texts, sketches, and 
doodles in Kjarval’s art’ 
This exhibit dives into Jóhannes S. Kjarval’s 
personal world, presenting drawings, 
letters and writings collected over the 
artist’s life. By showing everything from 
sketches on envelops to doodles on paper 
napkins, this exhibit hopes to allow the 
viewer to enter the intimate and eccentric 
world of Kjarval.

Runs until November 29
'TWO STRONG WOMEN’ by Júlíana 
Sveinsdóttir & Ruth Smith
Celebrating the centenary of women’s 
suffrage in Iceland and the Faroe Islands, 
this exhibit presents the works of Icelander 
Júlíana Sveinsdóttir and Faroese Ruth 
Smith. With 90 works, both oil paintings 
and drawings, these artists explore 
everything from basic still lifes and 
landscapes, to depression, ageing, and 
deterioration.

Runs until August 31
‘Vertical / horizontal’ by Júlíana 
Sveinsdóttir & Anni Albers
This exhibit presents weavings by Júlíana 
Sveinsdóttir and Anni Albers who use both 
conventional and unconventional materials 
in their textiles, creating works that are 
both abstract and modern.

Runs until August 31
Reykjavík City Library
‘Comics’ by Halldór Baldursson 
Halldór Baldursson is one of Iceland’s most 

I’ve Just Seen A Face
‘In Passing’ by Dagur Gunnarsson

Reykjavík Museum of Photography 
Tryggvagata 15 (D3) | Runs until September 13 | Free!

prolific comic artists. His works, or rather 
the works behind the works, sketches 
and coffee house scribblings, are on 
display.

Runs until August 31
Reykjavík City Museum
Reykjavík 871 +/- 2
Archaeological findings from ruins of 
one of the first houses in Iceland and 
other excavations in the city centre, open 
daily 09:00-20:00.

On permanent view
‘Settlement Sagas - Accounts 
from manuscripts’
This special exhibition is held in 
collaboration with the Árni Magnússon 
Institute for Icelandic Studies. At the 
centre of this special exhibition are rarely 
seen manuscripts that tell the history of 
the settlement of Reykjavík.

On permanent view
Reykjavík Maritime Museum
‘Rough seas’ by Þröstur Njálsson
This amateur photography exhibit 
gives the viewer a glimpse into the life 
of a contemporary seaman through 
Þröstur’s work on a fishing trawler that 
sails through rough and calm waters 
alike. ‘Rough Seas’ is Þröstur’s second 
photography exhibition.

Runs until September 20
‘Seawomen - the fishing women 
of Iceland, past and present’
This exhibition explores the experience 
of Icelandic women at sea. It is based on 
research that shows Icelandic women 
have been working at sea since the 
mid-900s. The exhibit presents not only 
historical material but also interviews 
with Icelandic women who work in the 
fishing industry today.

On permanent view
‘From Poverty to Abundance’
Photos documenting Icelandic fishermen 
at the turn of the 20th century.

On permanent view
The History of Sailing
Iceland’s maritime history that 
showcases the growth of the Reykjavík 
Harbour.

On permanent view
The Coast Guard Vessel Óðinn
This vessel sailed through all three Cod 
Wars and has also served as a rescue 
ship to more than 200 ships.

On permanent view
Reykjavík Municipal Archives
‘Visions of Women’
This exhibit features numerous 
photographs and documents from 1910- 
20, a period around women’s suffrage 
in Iceland, that shows the attitude of 
women at the time. A part of Guðrún 
Sigríður Haraldsdóttir’s multimedia 

installation ‘Being:Female:Being’ is 
included in this exhibit.

Runs until July 12
The Reykjavík Museum of 
Photography
‘Melancholy’ by Dominik 
Smialowski
Based on a science-fiction narrative, 
photographer Domoinik Smialowski’s 
new exhibit presents a series of staged 
scenes. The story starts with a plane 
crash, and revolves around the pilot, 
who remains lost and desperate after his 
unexpected landing in the foreign land.

Runs until August 11
‘Traces of Life: The Subjective and 
Personal in Photography Today’
The exhibition consists of photographs 
by Agnieszka Sosnowska, Bára 
Kristinsdóttir, Daniel Reuter, Hallgerður 
Hallgrímsdóttir, Kristina Petrošiut� and 
Skúta. It turns the lens and makes the 
photographer the subject by looking into 
their personal lives and emotions.

Runs until September 13
Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum
‘Interplay’ by Sigurjón Ólafsson & 
Finn Juhl
This exhibition focuses on the 
relationship between the Danish 
architect Finn Juhl (1912-1989) and the 
Icelandic sculptor Sigurjón Ólafsson in 
the years of 1940 to 1945. Both were 
pioneers, each in his field, and both went 
unexplored paths in their experiments 
with form and material.

Runs until August 30
Spark Design Space
'New Iceland' by Bjarni H. 
Þórarinsson
Bjarni's new photography exhibit 
features landscape photos taken on 
single-use cameras, arranged in a 
manner described as "visual constructive 
poetry."

Runs until September 19
Volcano House
‘The Volcano House Geology 
Exhibition’
The exhibition gives a brief overview of 
Iceland’s geological history and volcanic 
systems with superb photographs of 
volcanic eruptions and other magnificent 
aspects of Icelandic nature.

On permanent view

Making eye contact on the street is weird. Do you smile and nod? 
Look away quickly? Zone out with your headphones and stare 
blankly ahead? Keep your head down and count cracks in the 
sidewalk? Photographer Dagur Gunnarsson prefers to keep 
his eyes wide open when wandering the sidewalks of Reykjavík. 
This photography exhibit features the faces and characters that 
Dagur passes on the street, and aims to examine how people can 
communicate an emotion and perhaps a story with just a glance. The 
subjects in these photos are those that Dagur has met for one reason 
or another, from friends and colleagues to Reykjavík celebrities. All of 
them have left Dagur charmed in some way, and while the artist may 
know the people in each photograph, viewers are left to imagine the 
mood and story of each person based solely on a portrait. KES
           Photo by Dagur Gunnarsson
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Hjalteyri
Verksmiðjan á Hjalteyri | July 3-26  17:00 | Free!

All We Are Is Dust In The Wind, Dude
‘Nowhere Else’ curated by Sirra Sigrún 

Earth is a tiny speck of dust basking in the midnight sun of the 
endless cosmic night. Fancy that, huh? Inspired by ‘The pale 
blue dot’ photograph taken by Voyager 1 in 1990, this multi-artist 
exhibit explores what it means to be human in the big wide world 
of outer space – ‘from the personal to the universal’. Don’t forget 
your protein pills. CMD

North Iceland
Akureyri 
Akureyri Art Museum
‘Endurvarp’ by Mireya Samper

This exhibit shows both two- and 
three-dimensional works by Samper, 
exploring the cosmos, infinity, 
eternity, repetition and patterns. The 
installation also has a "meditation 
space," where visitors can sit, lie down 
and reflect. Japanese performance 
artist Kana Nakamura will also be 
participating in the show. 

Runs until August 16
‘RÓT’ ("ROOT") 

This project involves multiple artists of 
varying disciplines getting together, 
brainstorming, and creating a work of 
art together in order to explore what 
collaborative and unplanned effort 
might lead to.
Runs until July 19

Flóra
'Voting Booth' by Margrét Jónsdóttir

This installation by Margrét Jónsdóttir 
aims to honor Vilhelmína Lever, who 
pushed for women’s suffrage in 
Iceland, participating in municipal 

elections in the 1800s, before women 
were legally allowed to vote.
Runs until August 16

Græni hatturinn
Ljótu hálfvitarnir

This goofy Icelandic punk folk 
superband will be playing at Græni 
Hatturinn.
July 3 at 22:00
July 4 at 22:00

Sigurgeir Sigmundsson Album Re-
lease Tour
To promote his first solo album, 
guitarist Sigurgeir is touring the 
country with his band, playing new 
and old songs alike.
July 9 at 20:30

Hof Cultural Center
Eyþór Ingi Gunnlaugsson

Former Eurovision contestant Eyþór is 
here to play you some classic Icelandic 
tunes, as well as some rock and roll 
standards.
July 3 at 14:00

Sigurður Flosason Quartet
One of Iceland’s finest jazz musicians 
performs here with his quartet. Look 
out for special guest, blues and jazz 
virtuoso Andrea Gylfadóttir.
July 11 at 14:00
July 12 at 14:00 & 20:00

Midsummer Songs
Join soprano Björg þórhallsdóttir and 
pianist Daníel þorsteinsson for some 
midsummer classical tunes.
July 13 at 14:00 & 20:00

Lystigarðurinn
'Maddama, kerling, fröken, fro' by
ÁLFkonur

ÁLFkonur is a group of female 
photographers living and working 
in Akureyri and Eyjafjörður. This 
show features photos from fifteen of 
the club's members, and it focuses 
on topics relating to the centennial 
anniversary of women's suffrage. The 
exhibit will be held at the Akureyri 
botanical gardens, located outside 

Cafe Laut.
Runs until August 31

Djúpavík
Old Herring Factory
‘Hidden Forest’ by Driftwood Design

This exhibit will feature the works of 25 
different artists, all of which focus on 
driftwood and its perhaps untapped 
potential for practical and artistic use. 
'Hidden Forest' is curated by Elísabet 
V. Ingvarsdóttir and Dóra Hansen.
Runs until August 28 

Hjalteyri
Hjalteyri Herring Plant
‘Nowhere Else’ curated by Sirra Sig-

rún Sigurðardóttir
Inspired by ‘pale blue dot,’ the 
photograph taken of Earth by Voyager 
1 in 1990, this exhibition reflects on 
the meaning of humanity and our 
existence on a tiny point in space. 
There is a special opening party on 
July 3 at 17:00.
Runs July 3 to 26

Mývatnssveit
Hótel Reynihlíð
Sigurgeir Sigmundsson Album Re-

lease Tour
To promote his first solo album, 
guitarist Sigurgeir is touring the 
country with his band, playing new 
and old songs alike.
July 11 at 20:30

Siglufjörður
Folk Music Centre
Folk Music on Siglufirð

This annual folk music festival aims to 
bring together musicians, dancers, 
and artists from a diverse array of 
backgrounds and ethnicities. There 
will also be lectures on foreign folk 
music, as well as dance and instrument 
workshops and games.
July 1 to 5 

Kaffi Rauðka
Sigurgeir Sigmundsson Album Re-

lease Tour
To promote his first solo album, guitar-
ist Sigurgeir is touring the country with 
his band, playing new and old songs 
alike.
July 10 at 20:30

Skagaströnd
Spákonuhof

The first named inhabitant of 
Skagaströnd was Þórdís the seer, who 
lived there in the beginning of the 10th 
century, and in this exhibit her life, or 
at least what we know of it, will be on 
display all summer. Guests can also 
have their fortunes told or palms read 
by locals, and children can plunder 
Þórdís's gold chest for treasure. The 
exhibit is open Tuesdays to Sundays 
from 13:00 to 18:00.
Runs until September 30

East Iceland
Egilsstaðir
Sláturhúsið Cultural Centre
Icelandic Women’s Rights Associa-

tion Exhibition
The Icelandic Women’s Rights As-
sociation is hosting this exhibition on 
the history of the struggle for women’s 
rights in the 20th century.
July 4 to 31

Neskaupstaður
Eistnaflug 

Eistnaflug is an annual metal 
festival held in the small town of 
Neskaupstaður, the eastern-most 
settlement in Iceland. It has come a 
long way from its humble beginnings 
in 2005 as a one-day festival, as it now 
features a three-day lineup of all things 
loud and fast, with a special children-
friendly warm-up on July 8.
July 8 to 11

Stöðvarfjörður
Petra's Stone Collection

In the small fjord of Stöðvarfjörður 
there is a collection of rare rocks and 
minerals, most of which have been col-
lected by Petra Sveinsdóttir from the 
surrounding area. Her wonder world 
of stones is now reputedly the world's 
largest private collection of rocks. Avid 

stone collector as she may be, her 
collection also extends to other things, 
including pens, cups, sea shells, and 
all sorts of small items.
On Permanent Display

Pólar Festival
This festival will celebrate the creativity 
and culinary culture the eastfjords of-
fer, with an emphasis on sustainability 
and local production. The festival will 
include workshops, cooking, morning 
yoga, art shows, and of course, music. 
Some of the artists you can expect 
to see there include Teitur Magnús-
son, Berglind Hassler, Svavar Pétur, 
Margrét Arnardóttir and Una Loa. 
Admission is free!
July 7 to 12

Vopnafjörður
Vopnaskak

This family and music festival will 
include music from artists including 
Mannakorn and Magnús and Jóhann, 
as well as art exhibitions, swimming, 
golf, and, of course, a sorcerer.
July 1-5 at 19:30

South Iceland
Keflavik
Ásbrú
ATP Iceland 2015 

This will be the third time All Tomor-
row’s Parties have come to Iceland to 
plug our ears with sweet soundwaves. 
A mixed bag as always, expect giants 
such as Iggy Pop, Belle and Sebastian, 
and Public Enemy alongside post-rock 
wizards like Godspeed You! Black 
Emperor, and death punks Börn.
July 2 to 4

Mosfellsbær
Gljúfrasteinn
Living Room Concert: Berglind Tó-

masdóttir 
Accomplished musician Berglind 
Tómasdóttir will be giving a flute 
performance as part of the Living 
Room Concert Series.
July 5 at 16:00

Living Room Concert: Kammerhópu-
rinn Stilla
Music group Stilla performs a series 
of chamber music songs as part of the 
Living Room Concert Series.
July 12 at 16:00

Westman Islands
Anna Jónsdóttir Album Release Tour

Touring Iceland with the release of her 
latest album ‘VAR’, this soprano singer 
will make a stop in the unusual location 
of a cave in the Westman Islands for 
the Klettshellir Goslokahátíð festival.
July 3 at 17:30

West Iceland
Borgarfjörður
Fossatún
Sigurgeir Sigmundsson Album Re-

lease Tour
To promote his first solo album, guitar-
ist Sigurgeir is touring the country with 
his band, playing new and old songs 
alike.
July 3 at 20:30

Ólafsvík
Anna Jónsdóttir Album Release Tour

Touring Iceland with the release of her 
latest album ‘VAR’, this soprano singer 
will make a stop in the unusual location 
of a cave in Snæfellsnes as part of the 
Vatnshellir-Ólafsvíkurvaka wake.
July 4 at 17:00

Stykkishólmur
Library of Water
‘To Place’ by Roni Horn

An audio exhibit offering insight into 
the Icelandic psyche, where you can 
listen to recordings of people talking 
about the weather and how it has 
shaped their character.
Runs until August 31 

‘Water, Selected’ by Roni Horn
This ongoing sculpture exhibition 
features 24 columns filled with glacier 
water from all over the country.
Runs until August 31
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Sunday - Wednesday: 11.30 - 18.00  /  Thursday- Saturday: 11.30 - 23.30
Grandagarður 2 - 101 Reykjavík - tel: +354 571 8877 - www.maturogdrykkur.is

We take the goo
d old tradition

al 

recipes and the
 best icelandic

 

ingredients to 
create fun and 

tasty food. 

Let tradition s
urprise you!

Moooh..!

Baaah..!

...!

Beckoning passersby with large, open 
windows, Kaffihús Vesturbæjar would 
fit right in among the sleek downtown 
cafés. But the café’s location—away 
from the city centre. and right across 
from the much-loved Vesturbæjarlaug 
swimming pool and Melabúðin grocery 
store—was deliberate, according to the 
café’s manager, Margrét Marteinsdót-
tir, who has been living in the neigh-
bourhood for at least two decades.
 Because Vesturbær doesn’t have 
a lot going for it in terms of stores and 
cafés, the café, as Margrét described 
it, is a “little social project” in a way. 
The café began with a conversation be-
tween Margrét’s brother and some of 
his friends. “They were saying, ‘There 
should be a café here in Vesturbær—
why isn’t there a café?’ And many peo-
ple in Vesturbær were talking about it, 
but still no one opened a café,” Margrét 
explained. They had been eyeing the 
current building—then, a pharmacy—
for a while, and in June 2014, the owner 
gave them the go-ahead to take the 
spot. In October, Kaffihús Vesturbæjar 
was born.

A long-awaited café

The effect on the community, accord-
ing to Margrét, has been palpable. 
“Every day, people are a little bit hap-
pier,” she said with a wide grin. “This 
neighbourhood was ready for this café. 
I think people have been waiting for it 
for many years.”
 Margrét pointed to the location, 
too, as a strength not only for the café—
a short walk from downtown, minutes 
from the waterfront, and right near 
the pool—but also as a contributor to 
growth for Vesturbær as a whole. “We 
thought maybe there would be less 
business at the pool, but there’s been 

more!” she nodded. “That’s what hap-
pens when there is something going on 
in neighbourhoods—everything gets 
bigger and happier.” Margrét empha-
sised that with café, she and the owners 
hope to encourage Vesturbær residents 
to get out of their homes and walk or 
bike around more.
 The café is comfortable, with sim-
ple, rustic décor and soft lighting, but 
has a breathable feeling to it—airy and 
full of natural light thanks to its broad 
windows that overlook the street. 
Margrét stared off at the windows to 
admire them, highlighting the atmo-
sphere they create in the café. “This 
is just a great window—there are no 
mountains outside of it, ok, I can find 
those somewhere else. But it’s just the 
life out there—the people, the dogs, the 
cats, and everything that’s going on,” 
she gushed. “I love it—it’s just my neigh-
bourhood, but I love it.”

The regulars 
have moved in

Kaffihús Vesturbæjar has already at-
tracted a steady group of regulars, both 
from the neighbourhood and outside. 
The most adorable of whom was prob-
ably a four-year-old girl from next door 
who ran over to our table, dressed in 
a pink tutu dress. “Every day she gets 
macaroni,” Margrét said, giving the girl 
a warm hug. “One of our best custom-
ers.”
 The café offers the standard fare of 
coffee from Reykjavík Roasters, as well 
as several food options including steak, 
soups, hamburgers and vegan burgers, 
and Margrét emphasised that they try 
to buy locally and provide vegan op-
tions for customers. “When we do a 
vegetarian dish, we want to make it 
vegan, because then everyone can eat 

it,” she explained. “A vegetarian doesn’t 
mind if it’s vegan, but a vegan minds if 
it’s only vegetarian.”
 If you come for lunchtime, though, 
you can grab the cauliflower soup, the 
café’s most popular dish, which attracts 
cauli-fans from 107 and beyond. “It’s 
the best in town—it is!” Margrét said, 
wide-eyed. “We were thinking, maybe 
we should make another soup for the 
summertime, because cauliflower is 
maybe more for the winter. But then the 
customers were really crying.” Another 
specialty is the mussel soup, made by a 
chef from Belgium. “A Belgian knows 
how to do her mussels,” Margrét nod-
ded.
 Another particularly pleasant fea-
ture in the café is the record player, 
along with a substantial selection of 
records to choose from—some of which 
have been donated by Icelandic artists 
who visit the café. The café had a few 
events back in the fall and winter—such 
as music performances and poetry 
readings—and Margrét hopes to host 
more in August.
 In the meantime, Margrét and com-
pany are planning on just continuing to 
care about the coffee and food and the 
people who enjoy it, and enjoying the 
love and loyalty that they’ve received 
from the community so far. “People 
are so thankful and so happy, and we 
want to thank the people that are so 
thankful!” she laughed. “It’s been nine 
months, and it’s still open—this is just 
like pregnancy. We are on the ninth 
month, and everything is going very 
well. Yes, this place is our baby.”

Walking from downtown over to Vesturbær, the westernmost district of Reykjavík, things 
quickly become residential. Souvenir shops are swapped out for apartments, restaurants re-
placed by backyards with children on trampolines, and soon enough, you’re almost at the 
oceanfront. You might be surprised, then, to find Kaffihús Vesturbæjar, a relatively new ad-
dition and the sole café in the 107 postal code.

Photos Kaffi Vest

Words Katie Steen

Out Of The City And Into 
The Heart Of 107

FOOD
BEST OF
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Sushi Samba
Þingholtsstræti 5 • 101 Reykjavík

Tel 568 6600 • sushisamba.is

Our kitchen is open
17.00–23.00 sun.–thu.
17.00–24.00 fri.–sat.

Amazing
7 course menu

A unique Icelandic Feast

Starts with a shot of the Icelandic 
national spirit “Brennivín“

Puffin 
Smoked puffin with blueberries,
croutons, goat cheese, beetroot

Minke whale 
Minke whale with tataki 

Arctic charr 
“Torched“ arctic charr with parsnip

purée, fennel, dill mayo

Lobster 
Lobster cigar with chorizo, dates, chili jam

 Reindeer
Reindeer slider with blue cheese, portobello,

steamed bun

 Free range icelandic lamb
Lamb with coriander, pickled red cabbage,
fennel, butternut squash purée, chimichurri

And to end on a high note ...
 Icelandic Skyr

Skyr panna cotta with raspberry sorbet, white
chocolate crumble, passion foam, dulche de leche

6.990 kr.
 

The shrimp pyramid at “Smørrebrød” 
sandwich place Jómfrúin received our 
coveted “Best Must-Try Dining Expe-
rience” prize in this year’s Reykjavík 
Grapevine’s Best of 2015 extravaganza. 
We’re big fans of  Jómfrúin's classic 
cold cut mountains, so we asked them 
to contribute a recipe for one of their 
best known open-faced sandwiches:

The Hungover Man’s 
Roast Beef

From Jakob Einar 
Jakobsson of Jómfrúin

This slice was created when a well-
known local hair stylist and media 
figure came to Jómfrúin one Sunday 

morning after a night on the town and 
he says to me: “Save me!” So we did. 
Here’s how:
We took a slice of sunflower seed rye 
bread and buttered it with Icelandic 
butter. We then placed several slices 
of roast beef on there with a slick of 
mustard and a liberal dose of shredded 
horseradish. Finally we butter-fried 
some tomatoes and an egg and placed 
that on of the roast beef. We then 
topped it off with some black pepper 
and parsley. It’s a simple and power-
ful meal for those who need to reclaim 
their health and the function of their 
taste buds.

Photos Art Bicnick

Words Ragnar Egilsson

Make Your Own 
Smørrebrød

Organic bistro
EST 2006

Tryggvagata 11,Volcano house  
Tel:511-1118

Mon-Sun 12:00-21:00
www.fishandchips.is

FOOD
BEST OF



B A N  T H A I   R E S T A U R A N T
Awards For Best Thai Food Every Years
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When I called Hotel Alda on Laugavegur 
(home of the Barber Bar) to make an ap-
pointment, owner Grjóni told me he was 
very sorry, but he couldn’t fit me in be-
cause they were all booked up until the 
end of July. Recognizing that infamous 
Reykjavík hipster “We’re too cool to take 
your money,” customer service vibe, I 
resigned myself to popping in to talk to 
the stylists and clientele rather than re-
ceiving the full-on haircut-and-a-drink 
experience. As I sighed into the receiver, 
Grjóni offered an alternative: “I do have 
a drop-in guy who could squeeze you in 
at nine.” 
 Ah! The drop in guy! As long as he can 
cut my hair without it looking like I did it 
myself, I’m ok with the drop-in guy. Bring 
on the drop-in guy! 
 To my surprise and relief, the “drop-
in guy” turned out to be Ben… a fel-
low expat from the same small town in 
Washington State as me. After a hug and 
a giggle at that classic Icelandic coinci-
dence (“Oh! You’re the chick from the 
Grapevine!”—“Oh! You’re the drop-in 
guy!”) we got down to the business of cut-
ting hair (Ben) and drinking (me). 

Buzz cut with a buzz on

Ben tells me that Barber opened for busi-
ness about half a year ago. Apparently, 
they got the idea to serve alcohol to cli-
ents because Grjóni used to do it all the 
time, but in a more “friendly” (read: prob-
ably not totally legal) manner. On that 

note, it should be mentioned that Barber 
doesn’t actually serve alcohol—that privi-
lege belongs to the adjacent bar at Hotel 
Alda, which offers happy hour prices all 
night for Barber patrons. Furthermore, 
the stylists don’t drink while they cut, 
unless it’s the end of the night (and some-
times if their clients insist on buying a 
round. Maybe then).
 Asked whether they ever cut really 
drunk people’s hair, Grjóni says it doesn’t 
really happen all that often. He says there 
have been a few “late happy hour mo-
ments,” where a gaggle of revellers will 
saunter in and say something like, “Hey! 
Man! Will you, like, shave my balls?” but 
mostly people just like to relax and chat 
with a drink while they get a haircut. 
 The barstools face the street, so while 
you are getting snipped and sipping your 
delicious adult beverage, you can admire 
all variety of colourful tourists in hiking 
boots strolling Laugavegur looking be-
wildered as they puzzle out their maps 
in search of the nearest puffin shop (five 
metres, any direction).  

Social lubricant

In addition to being a wicked good styl-
ist, drop-in Ben is enjoyable company. 
Because I know him—and trust that he 
won’t totally fuck up my hair—I insist 
that he has a beer with me, and we even 
share one when the cut is over. As he lath-
ers in the shampoo, Ben confides that if 
he were a rich man, he would never wash 

his hair himself. He’s right. This whole 
head massage thing is tops. 
 Getting a haircut is a weirdly intimate 
experience. For a brief moment, with 
your hair all stringy and wet, and your 
body draped in an ominous black cape, 
you feel a bit like a wet cat pretending to 
be a superhero. It is slightly strange when, 
mid-cut, it’s suddenly time for another 
round of beers and a bathroom break. Ben 
obliges and unwraps me while I step up 
to the bar and order another drink; half 
my hair piled sloppily on top of my head 
and pinned in place with a styling clip. It 
is a bizarre juxtaposition, me and my un-
done, wet-headed self in this swanky ho-
tel lobby. The beer helps it feel less weird, 
at least to me (the other patrons at the bar 
seem a bit suspicious). I smile and thank 
the bartender, then swagger back to the 
chair to sort out my affairs and shoot the 
shit with Ben. 
 Mostly we catch up on gossip and 
commiserate about our personal lives. It 
strikes me that Ben’s distaste for the rou-
tine 9-5 game makes him an ideal “drop-
in guy” for a place that is booked four 
weeks out. He sprinkles in a few well-
timed compliments about how healthy 
my hair is, and how jealous he is of my 
gorgeous greys. Chatting with Ben makes 
what I feared would be an elitist, over-
the-top-cool establishment feel familial. 
 For the record, you guys, I got my hair 
cut by the hipster trendy barber before it 
was cool. 

Barber offers a chance to get your hair cut as you enjoy a drink. Upon learning about 
this, my first thought was: “Ew! I’m going to get little bits of hair in my beer!” My second 
thought was: “Drinking while getting a haircut? Great idea! I have to try this place!” So, 
I did.
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Shave And A Haircut—Two Shots!
Deep cuts at Barber
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The best of the bunch, and the winner of 
our “Best Newcomer Bar” award, is the 
recently opened Mikkeller & Friends, run 
by the same trusty crew that brought us 
Kex and the “pizza place with no name” 
at Hverfisgata 12, within which the bar is 
housed. Selling small-batch beers made 
by the much-admired independent Dan-
ish breweries Mikkeller and To Øl, and 
a handful of guests, Mikkeller & Friends 
has twenty taps that offer an ever-chang-
ing range of new tastes.
 “My personal favourites are the really 
sour ones,” says Ólafur Ágústsson, one 
of the figures behind the bar, as he sips 
a mid-afternoon beer. “But I also like the 
really delicate IPAs. They’re full of fla-
vour and body and volume, but they’re so 
delicate and nice.”
 Reykjavík has welcomed the new bar 
with open arms. Their launch night saw a 
queue down the stairs and out onto Hver-

fisgata, and the bar is full to bursting 
most nights of the week. “The response 
has been enormous,” smiles Ólafur. “It’s 
crazy! People really love this. Being able 
to go out and try several beers with very 
different tastes is entertaining for people 
I think. It’s something new.”
 Some of the stronger beers—up to 
a literally dizzying 17% ABV—come at 
eye-watering prices of up to 2,000 ISK, 
which Ólafur explains has a lot to do with 
Iceland’s import regulations. “When you 
bring in a beer over 12% ABV you pay an 
awful lot in tax,” he says. “But the drinks 
we have on taps one to ten are competi-
tively priced. People pay as much for our 
Hverfisgata Pils as they’d pay for a pint of 
Gull next-door.”
 Mikkeller & Friends serves their beer 
in measures 20% smaller than the stan-
dard—a small beer is served in a Mik-
keller-branded wineglass-style vessel, 

which is a more continental system that 
Ólafur says allows drinkers to savour the 
complex favours of the beer, rather than 
knocking it back. 
 He hopes that this more refined 
method of drinking will catch on. “The 
smaller measures mean people can try 
out more tastes,” he says. “One of my 
hopes is that we’re bringing new aspects 
to the Icelandic drinking culture. I think 
we can ‘drink better’—that is, starting 
earlier in the day, and stopping earlier in 
the night—the European way. With all 
the craft places opening up now, I think 
we’re getting there.”

As anyone who frequents Reykjavík’s downtown bar scene will have noticed, Icelandic 
drinking culture has been undergoing a facelift. Over the past few years, the range of 
beers on the average bar’s taps has gone from a handful of simple, similar lagers to a 
wider variety of brews, both Icelandic and imported. And along with the emergence of 
Iceland-brewed craft brands has come a crop of bars that cater to the evolving tastes of 
the city’s drinkers.

Photo Art Bicnick

Words John Rogers

Better Drinking 
Mikkeller & Friends hope to import European drinking 

culture along with their craft beers

Hverfisgata 12 · 101 Reykjavík  
Tel. +354 552 15 22 · www.dillrestaurant.is

Lífið er saltfiskur

#109 Dill is a Nordic restaurant with its 
focus on Iceland, the pure nature and 
all the good things coming from it.  

 
It does not matter if it’s the 

ingredients or the old traditions, we 
try to hold firmly on to both. 

There are not many things that make 
us happier than giving life to old 

traditions and forgotten ingredients 
with modern technique and our creative 

mind as a weapon. 
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july

4. DJ Lím Drím Tím 6. Mon–
day night jazz 

21:00 free entry 7. Útidúr 
& Indriði 

20:00 1.000 ISK 8. Mafama 
20:00 tickets TBA 

9. Davíð Roach 10. TBA 
/ DJ Óli Dóri 11. DJ KGB  

12. Open Mic 21:00 free entry 13. Mon- 
day night jazz 

21:00 free entry 14. DJ  
Api Pabbi 15. Dream Wife,  
Vök & Panos From Komodo 
20:00 tickets TBA 16. Nolo & Just Another 
Snake Cult 20:00 tickets TBA


