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As the tourist season nears its peak, 
Reykjavík's revelers start setting their 
sights out of town. There are at least 
two outdoor raves coming up this 
summer. One is Taktfakt, a huge line-
up of most of Iceland's Techno lumi-

naries happening on the 4th of June, 
with GusGus leading the fray, plus a 
set from Detroit's leading lady of tech-
no, K-Hand. Spanning 12 hours of glo-
rious dancing in a volcanic park on the 
Reykjanes peninsula, this zero-waste 

event is a perfect start to the summer.
Tickets at residentadvisor.com
 Then in July, Nina Kraviz' трип la-
bel is rumored to be planning another 
countryside rave, allthough details are 
hazy. SP
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Perhaps upset that the US presidential 
election has been sucking all the oxy-
gen out of the room, Iceland decided to 
step up its game. First, current Presi-
dent Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson assured 
us he wasn't going to run for a sixth 
term. But then he did anyway. A cou-
ple weeks later, historian Guðni Th. 
Jóhannesson announced he was run-
ning, and Ólafur Ragnar's poll num-
bers started to drop like a stone. About 

48 hours later, Davíð Oddsson—a kind 
of political demigod of Icelandic con-
servatism—announced he was run-
ning, and everyone lost their minds. 
Then Ólafur Ragnar announced he 
was dropping out of the race. All this, 
and we still have about six weeks 
to go until election day. Hooray! 
     
SHARE:
 gpv.is/hot3

The Pres-
idential Race

THE HOT  

BUTTON  

FRESH

Secret
Out-
door
Raves

Halli
Civelek





 

Sour Grapes 
& Stuff

This 
Issue's  

Winners

Say your piece, voice your 
opinion, send your letters to: 
letters@grapevine.is 

Does anyone know who these children 
are? Who they became? What happens 
when "the image of happiness" grows 
up? I am in the process of making a doc-
umentary about a trip to Iceland (from 
Australia). My interest in Iceland origi-

nated from this 
scene from Chris 
Marker's ‘Sans 
Soleil’. Any help 
would be greatly 
appreciated. 

- Peter Hanlon

Dear Peter, 
Last year, Icelan-
dic film enthu-
siasts launched 
a search for 
the girls in the 
early minutes of 

Marker’s ‘Sans Soleil’. In the film, the 
footage is accredited to volcanolo-
gist and geologist Haroun Tazieff; it 
was most likely shot during the Surtsey 
eruption in 1965. The girls turned out 
to be three sisters from Draumbær in 
Surtsey’s neighbour island, Heimaey in 

the Westman Islands. The sisters are 
named Kristbjörg, Halldóra and Áshil-
dur Kristmundsdóttir. Kristbjörg, the 
eldest, now lives in Patreksfjörður, but 
her younger sisters both reside in Swe-
den. 

– The Grapevine

Check it out! Whoever sent in this 
issue's LOVELIEST LETTER gets a 
free Grapevine T-shirt, featuring 
the regal G that adorns our cover. 
DON’T PANIC if your letter wasn’t 
found to be this issue's loveliest. You 
can still get a tee for a low, low price 
over our website, www.grapevine.is/
subscriptions

LOVELIEST LETTER:
FREE GRAPEVINE T!

LETTERS

We’re happy to see our readers en-
joying themselves in the May sun and 
snapping pics along the way. Remem-
ber to keep tagging your photographs 
with the hashtag #GVpics for a chance 
to win next week’s prize, a Grapevine 
T-shirt and a goodie bag. The deadline is 
May 23rd. GO!
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#GVPICS

INSTAGRAM 

COMPETITION

@slimslimslim

@icelandmeltsmyheart

 Reykjavík
Art Museum
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KJARVALSSTAÐIR 
FLÓKAGATA 24

ÁSMUNDARSAFN 
SIGTÚN
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www.artmuseum.is / +354 411 6400
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TO THREE 
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VISIT  
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LARGEST 
ART  
MUSEUM

Varma is available in various
tourist shops around Iceland

the timeless
warmth
of Iceland

Varma is dedicated to maintaining 
Icelandic tradition in developing, 
designing and manufacturing 
quality garments and accessories 
from the best Icelandic wool and 
sheepskin shearling.

the timeless
warmth
of Iceland
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@slimslimslim

@icelandmeltsmyheart

VERSLANIR  ICEWEAR REYKJAVÍK AUSTURSTRÆTI 5  •  VESTURGATA 4  •  ÞINGHOLTSSTRÆTI  2-4  •  LAUGAVEGUR 1  •  LAUGAVEGUR 91 

FÁKAFEN 9 OUTLET  •  GARÐABÆR MIÐHRAUN 4 •  AKUREYRI HAFNARSTRÆTI  106  •  VÍK Í MÝRDAL AUSTURVEGUR 20

Visit our webstore www.icewear.is 

Enjoy the easy shopping and quick deliveries



www.bustravel.is
info@bustravel.is
+354 511 2600

Daily guided 
bus tours

Golden Circle Tours 
Glacier Lagoon
Southern Iceland
Into the Glacier

Figures 
Don't 

Lie

Approximate number of 
Airbnb postings in the 
Reykjavík area alone

Approximate 
percentage of Airbnb 

locations in Iceland that 
have an actual license to 

operate

The number of actual 
seasons in Iceland*

* Winter and winter lite.

The number of Icelanders 
named in the Panama Papers 

leak

There's no
 English 
word for:

The word of the issue this issue 
is steikt. Taken literally, it means 
“fried,” but taken as slang, it re-
fers to a thing which is strange, 
inappropriate, poorly conceived, 
and bordering on surreal. Sel-
dom meant as a compliment.
Used in a sentence: “Þessi þát-
tur er fáránlega steiktur, ég skil 
ekkert í honum.” (“This TV show 
is ridiculously fried, I don't under-
stand anything going on in it.”)
 SHARE: gpv.is/steikt

Steikt

THIS  

ISSUE'S 

ISSUE
Development

FOR 

Have you ever been woken up in the 
morning by the sound of heavy con-
struction equipment? That’s the sound 
of progress, my friend. You don’t think 
this country built itself fully formed, do 
you? No. It took decades of tearing things 
down to be able to spend decades build-
ing new things up. 
 Turn up your nose all you like at giant 
open pits of gravel, incessant air-ham-
mering and streets closed so enormous 
cranes can park there. Fact is, none of you 
latte-sipping, scarf-wearing, self-satis-
fied bohemian types would have a place 
to open your Macs if someone didn’t 
mow down some old houses to build the 
coffee shop you’re reading this in right 
now.

 Rush Limbaugh once said that the 
best thing about a tree is what you can 
make out of it. As is always the case, Rush 
was right. If Iceland is ever to be the in-
ternational player it thinks it already is, 
it needs to start acting like one. And by 
that I mean it needs to look like one. And 
part of looking like one is having great 
big honking stark towers crowding the 
skyline and blocking the view of the sea.
 My fervent hope is that one day, down-
town Reykjavík will look less like the set 
of a Charlie Chaplin flick and more like 
‘Blade Runner’. Together, capitalists all 
over the city can—and, mark my words, 
will—make that happen.

AGAINST 

Last issue, I complained about puffin 
shops, but I was ignoring the root of the 
problem, which is downtown develop-
ment. Older establishments having to 
shutter their doors to make way for an-
other corporate franchise or hotel is one 
thing; living in a city that looks like it’s 
still half-finished is just embarrassing.
 Not only is development ugly to look 
at; it’s arguably unpatriotic.
 Why do the colourful streets of Reyk-
javík need to look like any other concrete-
and-glass city? Why do we have all these 
foreign influences, ruining the purity of 
Iceland’s pure culture of pure pureness? I 
know this may sound a little extreme, but 
we should really band together and purge 
the country of all foreign influence.
 Imagine how much cuter, how much 
more adorable, how downright pictur-
esque Reykjavík would look if it was noth-
ing but turf houses, open sewers, and un-
paved roads. I mean, let’s be honest here: 
this is pretty much the Iceland most 
tourists already expect to see, right? Why 
not give them what they want?
 I realise that tearing up the asphalt, 
removing indoor plumbing, shutting off 
the power and making everyone live in 
structures they fashioned from dirt and 
whale bones could be considered a tiny 
step back in time. But if we did that, we 
would then have a wholly Icelandic town 
to live in, unsullied by any influence 
from the outside world. And because I 
love Iceland so much, that’s exactly what 
I want.
                                 SHARE: gpv.is/boom

Photo: Art Bicnick

Advertisement 

I kind of have to say something  
about advertisements.
Look. Not too happy about them. 
That's just the way it is.

A POEM BY is curated by Grapevine’s 
poetry liaison, Jón Örn Loðmfjörð

A Poem By 
Bragi Páll
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Forget tourism. Ice-
land’s next giant 
boom is going to be 
bananas. Literally. 
A fungal infection 

is currently decimating the planet’s 
commercial banana supply, as it did 
in the 1950s. Every banana planta-
tion in the world as at risk—with the 
exception of Iceland, which has an 
unblemished banana plantation in 
Hveragerði. If global banana supplies 
plummet, Iceland could find itself on 
the golden end of a seller’s market. 
Gives whole new meaning to “banana 
republic,” n’est pas?

The entire nation is recovering from a 
case of whiplash suffered as the sur-
prising news that Iceland didn’t make 
the Eurovision finals hit home. Liter-
ally no one saw this coming, as this 
was the first time in the history of the 
republic that they did not—sorry. It’s 
actually entirely to be expected that 
Iceland didn’t make the finals, and it 
might very well be a law of physics that 
Iceland can never win the competition. 
Not that you’d want to. Have you seen 
Eurovision? 

The villain of the issue this issue is ex-
pats. “But hang on,” you ask, “What’s 
the difference between an immigrant 
and an expat?” The answer is nothing. 
It’s the word itself that’s the villain here, 
because more often than not, “expat” is 
a dog whistle for “one of the good kinds,” 
which is itself a dog whistle for “white.” 
Expats (or people who call themselves 
that) do not see themselves as a part of 
the huddled masses yearning to breathe 
free. And they don’t want to be seen that 
way, either. Calling yourself or anyone 
else an “expat” instead of just using “im-
migrant” is elitist, arguably classist, and 
reinforces the rhetoric that immigrants 
are a societal drain; self-described ex-
pats tend to be professionals or academ-
ics. This word drives yet another wedge 
into the immigrant community—and 
we have more than often wedges already. 
If there were a hospice for words that 
need to die, expat would be on the next 
bus out of town. It’s a snooty, meaning-
less, self-aggrandizing label, and it’s for 
these reasons that expats are this issue’s 
Villain of the Issue.

The hero of the issue this issue is immi-
grants. We live with the many benefits 
of immigrants every single day. They do 
the jobs no one else wants to do, which 
more often than not means gruelling 
physical labour, thankless social wel-
fare posts or, worst of all, food service, 
and Iceland literally could not function 
if they picked up and left tomorrow. But 
apart from the economics, it is a blessing 
to live in a multicultural society, where 
you can meet different kinds of people, 
hear different languages, and learn 
from experiences and backgrounds 
vastly different than your own. Dismiss 
the paranoid hysteria from the far right 
about the supposed dangers of different 
cultures living together, especially on 
this continent—the history of Europe 
is the history of multiculturalism, and 
Europe as a whole would be far poorer 
in every sense if cultures were kept 
strictly separate from one another. Im-
migrants work harder, try harder, and 
make all kinds of crazy sacrifices just so 
their kids can grow up in a better place. 
Their crucial yet often overlooked role in 
Icelandic society is why immigrants are 
this issue’s Hero of the Issue.

HERO OF 

THE ISSUE

VILLAIN OF 

THE ISSUEImmigrants Expats

InterNations Expat communityJói Kjartans
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NEWS IN  

BRIEF

STRANGE

BREW

Demanding 
Your 
Privacy
The murky  
waters of  
Facebook

Words  

JÓHANNA        

PÉTURSDÓTTIR     

Photo  

ALÍSA  

KALYANOVA

Everyone knows social media—espe-
cially Facebook—and uses it so fre-
quently that it reflects a big part of 
our lives. Deleting it is not an option 
anymore because, to put it drastical-
ly, you would delete a part of yourself.
  I kept denying the impact of so-
cial media until I saw the docu-
mentary ‘Facebookistan’, which I 
highly recommend. This impact has 
been pointed out many times, but 
it doesn’t seem to have entered into 
the thinking of the masses—myself 
included—who use Facebook. We 
have created a certain position for 
ourselves through all kinds of social 
media, and that is how we identify 
parts of who we are. There is no way 
out.
  For social media to have this kind 
of runaway success, it should claim 
some virtues: connecting people, and 
giving everyone a voice. But is this re-
ally the case?
  After all, the image we want to 
present is rarely fully aligned with 
who we really are. A Russian photog-
rapher demonstrated as much when 
he photographed random strangers 

on the subway and then used a face 
finder app to locate his subjects on 
a social network.  Not only is it dis-
turbing, in a privacy sense, how easily 
he found these people online, but it 
is also strange how most of them do 
not look on their profiles as they seem 
in real life.
  We all want to position ourselves 
in a different way (some more obvi-
ously than others), hiding behind our 
computers, phones and tablets, mak-
ing it so easy for these companies to 
compile all the data we are so happy 
to provide them.

What Facebook 
doesn't know

Through these images and posts ev-
eryone is supposed to exercise their 
freedom of expression. But Facebook 
never states clearly what users can 
and cannot publish. And how could 
it? Facebook does not even know what 
is and what is not allowed.
  This social medium uses modera-
tors—a fancy word for people in de-
veloping nations working night shifts 

for $1 an hour, deciding what is and 
what is not allowed. It is a subjective 
process with little to no regulation, 
entirely left up to the discernment of 
a particular individual.  
  If you do anything that is not ac-
cording to their inconsistent rules, 
you are out. Individuals cannot ques-
tion Facebook’s rulings because there 
is no means of directly contacting the 
company.
  There is no transparency what-
soever in this organisation, which 
claims they want people to be trans-
parent while invading their privacy.
  Being considered a part of the 
“Facebook generation”—remarkable 
how this one social medium can cover 
a whole generation and more—I feel 
inclined to say, I do not think social 
media succeeds in connecting people 
or giving them an honest voice. It 
merely gives people these illusions, 
while they actually become more self-
obsessed and isolated.

     SHARE: gpv.is/priv

OPINION



150 YEARS OF FAMILY HISTORY IN THE BAY

WHALE WATCHING • HÚSAVÍK • ICELAND

THIS IS IT 2016
WELCOME

HÚSAVÍK

Visit The Gentle Giants
up north in Húsavík – The Whale Watching Capital of Iceland

150 YEARS OF FAMILY HISTORY IN THE BAY150 YEARS OF FAMILY HISTORY IN THE BAY Reykjavík

Akureyri
Húsavík

“Once in a lifetime”

You jump into an old oak whale-fishing boat 
and you are slowly sailed to the bay where 
all these giants hang around. You see them 
breathe, swim, jump... while the stuff gives you 
the most  interesting  informations about the 
wild life and the whales you are about to see/you 
have just seen.

“Amazing  experience”

In speedboats searching for whales in de fjord. 
We saw 4 Fin Whales (far away but clearly) en 
two humpbacks close by. Amazing experience! 
thanks to Sverrir  Yngvi Karlsson our captain 
and Ann-Sophie Behrendt our guide.

Tel. +354 464 1500 · www.gentlegiants.is · info@gentlegiants.is
MEMBER OF ICEWHALE – THE ICELANDIC WHALE WATCHING ASSOCIATION



Picture this: conversations about 
women’s frustrations, aspirations, 
and hesitations flowing across kitchen 
tables all over the Arctic. Considering 
Arctic regions are often cut off from 
one another socially, geographically, 
and even linguistically, how can these 
stories be gathered to spark meaning-
ful dialogue? What can these stories 
tell us about what’s happening and 
what’s not in terms of gender issues in 
the Arctic? Moreover, what does gen-
der have to do with Arctic issues?
 Rachel Kohut and Tahnee Prior, co-
directors of Plan A (genderisnotplanb.
com), think they have found a way 
to start answering these questions. 
Rachel, a future lawyer primarily in-
terested in health, first met Tahnee, 
a scholar primarily interested in the 
environment, at a conference con-
cerning gender and law in 2014. Soon 
after meeting, they began discussing 
their experiences working with gender 
issues in the Arctic. Both agreed that 
not only is policy in the Arctic lacking 
a gender component across the board, 
but that something could be done to 
fill this chasm in conversation. And 
thus, a Plan A was born.
 

Counting on  
conversation

 
Plan A is a digital storytelling plat-
form that Rachel and Tahnee intend 
to use to gather and share lived expe-
riences of women across the Arctic. 
They hope that unexplored issues in 
Arctic research, law, and policy will be 
identified and addressed. By opening 
dialogue on being a woman in Arctic 
regions, Plan A will ideally shed light 
on what’s missing in Arctic institu-
tions, and allow researchers and poli-
cymakers to start filling in these gaps.

 “Whether it is women often acting 
as first responders to shifting land-
scapes or medevacing long distances in 
difficult weather to give birth, women 
across the Arctic have more in common 
than they might think,” Rachel tells me 
in an e-mail. She also points to extreme 
variation in temperature and lengthy 
distance to healthcare as problems es-

pecially common in the colder regions, 
ones that have particularly drastic con-
sequences for women.
 Through this platform, Arctic in-
habitants will be the ones shedding 
light on such issues through lived ex-
periences, bringing policy, law, and 
academic study closer to those they 
ultimately affect.
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INTERVIEW

Improving The North  
Through Discourse:

Gender 
Equality 
is Plan A

Words REBECCA CONWAY

Photo ART BICNICK

FROM REYKJAVÍK & NOW
AKUREYRI IN NORTH ICELAND!

+354 497 0000 • WHALESAFARI.IS • INFO@WHALESAFARI.IS

Up To 7 daily Departures!

CLOSER
TO NATURE

WHALES, PUFFINS & REYKJAVÍK DEPARTURES 2016 - 22.990 ISK
April 15th - 
May 31st.

June 1st - 
June 30th.

July 1st - 
August 31st.

Sept 1st - 
Sept 30th.

Oct 1st to 
Oct 31st.

10:00, 14:00 10:00, 12:00 10:00, 11:00 10:00, 14:00 10:00
14:00, 16:00 12:00, 13:00

14:00, 15:00
16:00

WHALES, EYJAFJORD & AKUREYRI DEPARTURES 2016 - 19.990 ISK.
May 15th - 
June 15th

June 15th - 
August 31st.

Sept 1st - 
Sept 15th

Sept 16th - 
Sept. 30th.

10:00, 14:00 10:00, 12:00, 
14:00, 16:00

10:00, 14:00 10:00

Up To 7 daily Departures!
“THE ONLY WAY 

TO SEE WHALES”
Reviewed 10 August 2015

“...BEING ON THE SMALLER RIB BOAT 
MEANS YOUR ARE DRAMATICALLY 

CLOSER TO THE ANIMALS..”
Reviewed 16 September 2015



 
The gender conundrum

 
Of course, “gender” and what it entails 
remains up for debate. Plan A will ex-
plore these questions within the scope 
of responses, which ultimately gives 
participants the ability to determine 

the course and shape of the ensuing 
dialogue. For example, whether trans-
gender stories will be included in Plan 
A depends on whether transgender 
people choose to participate. And the 
same goes geographically: the regions 
included in the discussion will be the 
regions of those telling their stories.
 “We see ourselves as ever changing, 
guided by the stories shared and voices 
heard, adapting to what works best for 
our storytellers. And who are we to 
cut anyone out of this conversation?” 
Rachel and Tahnee tell me, stressing 
that they are working to answer these 
questions, but don’t plan on answer-
ing them alone.
 Still, Rachel holds that gender is 
crucial in discussing Arctic affairs: 
“So many of the issues affecting the 
Arctic region, disproportionately af-
fect women, but this often goes over-
looked.” Gender, rather than other 
classifications, is a means of binding 
stories and people together, as well as 
a way to focus the wide scope of Arctic 
issues into an identifiable picture.
 

The importance  
of being Iceland

 
At the core, Iceland’s gender, econom-
ic, and environmental issues are some-
what different from those of other 
Arctic regions. Tahnee notes Iceland’s 
hefty contributions to international 
scientific assessments and Arctic pol-
icy-making, ultimately highlighting 
the importance of including gender 
in these discussions. She argues that 
because Iceland has such a strong role 
in these areas, it has strong impact on 
whether gender is included in these 
sorts of discussions.
 Though Tahnee cites specific gains 
Iceland has made in incorporating 
gender into Arctic policy, she also re-

fers to the Centre for 
Gender Equality Ice-
land’s 2012 report on 
“Gender Equality in 
Iceland.” This report 
highlights some ar-
eas in which women’s 
economic, political, 
and social roles have 
room for improve-
ment. Despite being 
championed as a uto-
pia of gender equal-
ity, Iceland, like other 
countries in the cold-
er regions, still has 
steps to take in ensur-
ing gender is consid-
ered within the scope 
of Arctic research, 
policy, and law.
 While allowing for 
the varying cultural, 
economic, and envi-
ronmental needs of Arctic regions, 
Plan A insists that these needs can 
be better addressed when examined 
beside one another. Innovation in Ice-
land might encourage innovation else-
where, and vice versa.
 

Proper attire  
for a snowstorm

 
As of now, Plan A consists of a “land-
ing page,” a form in which partici-
pants provide their name, contact 
information, home place, and poten-
tial ideas for the site. Plan A has also 
issued a call for submissions, which 
can be as short as a 140-character, 
Tweet-esque composition, and as long 
as 2,000 words. They can be in a mul-
titude of forms as well, from text to an 
Instagram post to a series of photos. 
The deadline for these submissions is 
listed as “Ongoing.”

 Of course, as in all projects, some 
aspects still need fleshing out. Future 
Plan A obstacles include finding will-
ing coders to further develop the plat-
form, and deciding how to deal with 
submissions in languages other than 
English. Still, with women from Swe-
den to the Yukon already submitting 
stories, Rachel and Tahnee remain de-
termined that they can deal with prob-
lems as they come. Plan A participants 
might even provide some solutions 
themselves. 
 As for who can take part in this 
process, Rachel and Tahnee simply ask 
that those who contribute know the 
proper attire for a snowstorm. Here in 
Iceland, that’s certainly one thing lo-
cals know, and all too well. 

     SHARE: gpv.is/plana
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“Whether it is women 
often acting as 

first responders to 
shifting landscapes 

or medevacing long 
distances in difficult 
weather to give birth, 

women across the Arctic 
have more in common 
than they might think.”

FROM REYKJAVÍK & NOW
AKUREYRI IN NORTH ICELAND!

+354 497 0000 • WHALESAFARI.IS • INFO@WHALESAFARI.IS

Up To 7 daily Departures!

CLOSER
TO NATURE

WHALES, PUFFINS & REYKJAVÍK DEPARTURES 2016 - 22.990 ISK
April 15th - 
May 31st.

June 1st - 
June 30th.

July 1st - 
August 31st.

Sept 1st - 
Sept 30th.

Oct 1st to 
Oct 31st.

10:00, 14:00 10:00, 12:00 10:00, 11:00 10:00, 14:00 10:00
14:00, 16:00 12:00, 13:00

14:00, 15:00
16:00

WHALES, EYJAFJORD & AKUREYRI DEPARTURES 2016 - 19.990 ISK.
May 15th - 
June 15th

June 15th - 
August 31st.

Sept 1st - 
Sept 15th

Sept 16th - 
Sept. 30th.

10:00, 14:00 10:00, 12:00, 
14:00, 16:00

10:00, 14:00 10:00

Up To 7 daily Departures!
“THE ONLY WAY 

TO SEE WHALES”
Reviewed 10 August 2015

“...BEING ON THE SMALLER RIB BOAT 
MEANS YOUR ARE DRAMATICALLY 

CLOSER TO THE ANIMALS..”
Reviewed 16 September 2015



about the domestic need for more 
"green electricity?” Who gets what is 
there to get? Foreign companies, re-
quiring hundreds of megawatts for 
their activities, wait in line to start 
operating in Iceland. A growing popu-
lation and domestic industrial devel-
opment will require at least 600 mw 
by 2050. Plans for transitioning from 
imported fossil fuels to fuels produced 
in Iceland—like alcohol, methane, 
biodiesel and hydrogen—have been 
debated, and large-scale greenhouse 
food production is also on the agenda. 
All these industries probably need a 
few hundred additional megawatts. 
This means that Iceland has to retain 
at least 1,500-2,000 mw for its own use, 
as of today, until 2050. 
   One of the arguments for a sea cable is 
the fact that there are currently some 
200-300 stray megawatts available in 
the electrical power sector. A few ad-
ditional power plants would then add 
what is needed as a minimum for an 
underwater cable. But looking at the 
future domestic consumption assess-
ments, it is hard to guess where some 
500-1,000 mw could be found for the UK.

Drilling deeper
However, new development could 
change Icelandic energy capabilities 
and maybe facilitate a sea cable in the 
far future. The international Iceland 
Deep Drilling Project aims to find out 
if steam at super-critical conditions 
exists at a depth of 4-6 km. Theoreti-
cally, if harnessed, a superhot steam 
well would produce five to ten times 
the amount of energy of the wells 
which currently exist. Two IDDP test 
boreholes have failed (except as re-
search). A third borehole is soon to 
be drilled. Until then, controllable 
"mega-wells" only exist on paper. Two 
recent windmills (each producing 
about 1 mw) provide interesting data. 
Wind parks, producing a few hundred 
megawatts, could be operating within 
the next decade or two, but will not 
radically change the energy scene. 
However, if one or more of Iceland’s 
metal-processing plants were to close 
down, it would free up hundreds of 
megawatts.
   The feasibility calculations of a sea 
cable between Iceland and the UK, 
and the research into formal and legal 
matters, as well as what positive and 
negative aspects interconnection to 
the mainland grid would have in Ice-
land, are interesting. However, Iceland 
does not have the capability to make 
a real difference for electrical energy 
consumption in the UK and will not, 
for quite many years to come, have 
enough available energy to sell abroad. 
Besides, if the connection to the conti-
nental grid causes electricity prices to 
rise in Iceland, it would have a highly 
negative influence on the attitude to-
wards the project.
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Ever tasted fresh scallops straight from the sea? If not, 
"VikingSushi Adventure" is the right boat tour for you. 
Seafood doesn’t come any fresher than this!

 www.seatours.is
tel. +354 433 2254

 

 

BOOK
ONLINE

AND SAVE

10% 
FAMILY

DISCOUNT

A bird & nature watching tour 
for the whole family all year round

THE VIKINGSUSHI 
ADVENTURE TOUR

Ever tasted fresh scallops straight from the sea? If not, 
"VikingSushi Adventure" is the right boat tour for you. 
Seafood doesn’t come any fresher than this!

The presidential race 
continues to fly down 
the tracks on the roll-
ercoaster of the ab-

surd, as Morgunblaðið co-editor and 
presidential hopeful Davíð Oddsson 
recently attempted to sell himself to 
the general public as the most cost-
effective candidate, by saying that he 

would simply refuse the presidential 
salary, and thereby we would “get him 
for free.” Never mind that he’s already 
costing us money anyway, in the form 
of one of the highest pensions paid out 
to a former employee of the state. Also 
never mind that by law, a government 
official actually cannot refuse to be 
paid. That’s what Davíð’s going with. 
For now, anyway—still a long way to 
Election Day, on June 25.

They say change is slow to happen in 
Iceland, and while this may be true, 
this change most times comes in de-
cidedly progressive measures. Over 
the past year, the City of Reykjavík 
has been experimenting with short-
ening the full-time work week, by 
testing out 35 hours per week instead 
of 40 at some select city workplaces. 
The result? Greater productivity, fewer 
sick days, and more general worker 
happiness. Not entirely unsurprising, 
as similar experiments elsewhere in 
the world have yielded similar results. 
And with Icelanders working lon-
ger hours than most of their Nordic 
counterparts, the whole country may 
soon breathe a sigh of relief and kick 
up their heels an extra five hours per 
week. Let the good times roll!

NEWS IN  

BRIEF

Over and over again, news reports 
highlight the possibility of an under-
sea cable, connecting Icelandic power 
plants to the UK grid. This expen-
sive device would transmit 500-1,000 
megawatts, enough to supply a single 
large city with electricity. One can look 
at that as a huge asset or be realistic 
and admit that this amount of power 
will not change the energy scene in the 
UK. Businesspeople can cleverly adver-
tise a futuristic notion of tapping into 
lively volcanoes, or acknowledge the 
simple fact that today only about 27% 
of the electricity in Iceland is produced 
using geothermal resources of volca-
nic origin, as compared to 73% utiliz-
ing hydropower. These hydropower 
plants are powered by river water orig-
inating from the large glacial ice caps. 
Why not look soberly into the facts?
 

Limited resources
Currently, Iceland's total electrical en-
ergy production stands at about 17 ter-
rawatts per year. That corresponds to 
a total constant power output of about 
2,600 mw. One fifth of that energy 
goes to domestic and industrial uses. 

The rest is consumed by energy-inten-
sive industry—mainly three foreign 
aluminum plants, soon to be expand-
ed with a few smaller plants, produc-
ing silicon metal (raw silica) and pure 
silica for solar cells. 
   The current official plan for Icelandic 
electrical energy production includes 
some new hydropower plants, but 
the main emphasis is on geothermal 
power, with a total additional out-
put of 1,400 mw estimated from both 
sources. Each geothermal power plant 
requires many years to be put stepwise 
into operation for a sensible, maxi-
mum output from its hot reservoir. 
This plan does not imply that all the 
possible projects will be realized.
   In view of this, how much more pow-
er is there to get from Iceland’s nature 
with today's technology, taking envi-
ronmental issues into consideration? 
The opinions differ, but a figure for 
the total potential power output lands 
somewhere around 4,000 mw in the 
foreseeable future.

For whom?
Now, other questions arise. What 

Harnessing
Volcanoes 
In Iceland   

Words ARI TRAUSTI  

 Photo JULIA STAPLES

  SHARE: 
gpv.is/volc

Ari Trausti Guð-
mundsson has been 
active as a lecturer 

and non-fiction 
writer in the fields of 

geology, volcanol-
ogy, astronomy, 

environmental sci-
ence and mountain-

eering, with over 
40 published book 
titles. Educated as 

a geophysicist in 
Norway and Iceland, 
Ari Trausti works as a 

freelance consul-
tant in the fields of 

geoscience, tourism 
and environmental 

issues as well as 
writing and hosting 

numerous radio and 
television programs 
and documentaries. 
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rauða húsið
r e s t a u r a n tEyrarbakka

“Very good food, 
excellent service 

and a very friendly 
restaurant.”

“Amazing seafood in 
this little town...”

“Not to be missed. Food fabulous and 
staff wonderful ... This spot is worth the 
trip to the small village alone.”

raudahusid.is
Búðarstígur 4, 820 Eyrarbakki • tel. 483-3330

just 10 minutes from Highway 1, the Ring Road, via Selfoss
open 7 days a week year-round

1

1

Selfoss

Hveragerði

Eyrarbakki

to Blue Lagoon
ca. 50 min.

to Reykjavík
ca. 45 min.

to Þingvellir,
Gullfoss, Geysir
ca. 45-60 min.

39

“One of the best 
restaurants in Iceland. 
Fresh lobster, amazing 

cod fish!!”

In Defense
Of Bananas
On Iceland's famous 
banana industry

Words  

JÓHANNA 

PÉTURSDÓTTIR   

  

Photo  

KELLEY REES

Bananas have been in the news a lot 
lately, as a metaphor for dirty politics. 
We thought we’d restore their good 
name, so we went to have a look at 
the biggest banana greenhouse in Eu-
rope, situated just off Iceland's Ring 
Road in the town of Hveragerði, about 
a 45-minute drive from Reykjavík.
 We met up with Elías Óskarsson, 
manager of the greenhouses owned 
by the Agricultural University of 
Iceland. He’s studied at the Univer-
sity himself and knows everything 
there is to know about each and ev-
ery greenhouse plant, and is genu-
inely passionate about the subject. 
We got an interesting and extensive 
tour around the greenhouse and let 
me tell you, there is a lot we didn’t 
know about bananas.
 Each plant can only make one clus-
ter of bananas. After that it needs to 
be cut so others can grow. Surprising-
ly, it’s not hard at all to grow bananas 
in a country as bleak as Iceland. “It’s 
more difficult to keep them in check 
because they keep on growing at a 
fast pace,” Elías says.
 Because of the abundant geother-
mal heating and water available, it is 
not expensive to operate the green-

house, even without any profit from 
the crops. “It would be expensive if we 
wanted to make a business out of it,” 
Elías says. But this is not their inten-
tion.
 The 500-square-metre green-
house was built in 1950, for the pur-
pose of experimenting with growing 
bananas for consumption. At the 
time—due, in large part, to World 
War II—it was difficult importing 
bananas, amongst other fruits.

Eighteen months
“But as the bananas need eighteen 
months to be edible it quickly became 
clear that it wasn’t viable,” Elías says 
laughing. “We carried this plantation 
on because it’s definitely an attrac-
tion for tourists.”
 Moreover, the greenhouse has a 
significant educational purpose, al-
lowing students at the university to 
partake in the agricultural process. 
Aside from bananas, they also experi-
ment with growing strawberries, to-
matoes, aubergines, green peppers 
and chilis. As a professor, Elías over-
sees these practicums in addition to 
looking after the greenhouses.

 “Usually we take the bananas 
down and hang them on that fig tree 
and there they carry on ripening,” he 
says. “The students and tourists can 
then try them.”
 Hundreds of people—mostly tour-
ists—come visit the greenhouse ev-
ery week. “We used to have guided 
tours for 700 ISK per person but there 
was too much traffic so I stopped it,” 
Elías says. “We need to take care of 
the plants as well.”
 When asked his opinion of the 
banana in relation to Icelandic poli-
tics, Elías says without hesitation: 
“Well, I don’t agree with throwing 
food away. There are better ways to 
have an opinion than to throw stuff 
and try to hurt people.” That’s not to 
say that he’s happy with the current 
political situation. He adds, “I think 
it’s all corrupt and they seem to think 
about their own benefits rather than 
to think about the country.” That’s 
another reason he doesn’t like ba-
nanas being associated with politics.

INTERVIEW
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None other than Bill 
Gates may be invest-
ing in the fancy lux-
ury hotel that’s to be 

raised next to the Harpa concert hall. 
And we say “may be” because the only 

source for that is one of the people 
who works for the construction com-
pany building the hotel. Meanwhile, 
a lawyer for that same company has 
been very tight-lipped about the whole 
thing. So maybe Gates isn’t involved at 
all, maybe his associates are, or maybe 
it’s some other guy named Bill Gates 
and not the guy from Microsoft. 

The Blue Lagoon was once one of 
Iceland’s pearls of natural tourism. 
Today, it has become a fairly sprawl-
ing and comprehensive spa of sorts, 
although not for everyone. As of now, 
you can get a prescription from the 
doctor to visit the Blue Lagoon for free 
as a part of the treatment for psoria-
sis. The mud in the lagoon does have 
demonstrably positive effects on the 
skin, but both visiting the Blue Lagoon 
or buying skincare products made 
from its silica mud can prove fairly ex-
pensive. Hopefully free admission will 
soon be applied to others!

Words Paul Fontaine

NEWS IN  

BRIEF

  SHARE: 
gpv.is/bananas



In Defense
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Hard Times for 
International Journalism

Words SMÁRI MCCARTHY   Photo ART BICNICK

Amidst all the talk of tax havens and po-
litical leaders caught hiding undisclosed 
assets offshore, it is easy to lose track 
of the difficult situation journalism is 
faced with.
 Although the International Consor-
tium of Investigative Journalists and 
its partners made a major impact with 
the production of the Panama Papers 
story—which over the weeks since its 
publication has led to the resignation 
of political figures in Iceland, Armenia, 
and Spain—the sad truth is that almost 
all journalism is currently subject to an 
ever-worsening legal environment, and 
a tightening economy.
 If this trend continues, quality jour-
nalism may slowly fade into obscurity 
as the remnants turn to vapid articles 
with politically insipid content, served 
as clickbait.
 At the heart of the problem lies an 
international free speech environment 
that was created to protect and regulate 
the print industry, centuries ago. Many 
of the laws read as foolish at best now, as 
even the best ones fail to anticipate the 
needs of a society where anybody can 

publish anything in an instant and make 
it available to virtually everybody on 
the planet. Archaic laws requiring cop-
ies of any printed 
publication to be 
handed to the na-
tional archives, or 
provided to the lo-
cal police to guard 
against sedition, 
are hopelessly im-
potent against the 
realities of mod-
ern technology. 
Some of the good 
intentions are still 
relevant, but the 
implementation 
needs to be recon-
sidered.
 The threats to 
free speech posed 
by despots and ty-
rants are now eas-
ily confused with 
threats coming from supposedly liberal 
democracies: the Turkish government 
is persecuting journalists, but so are the 

governments of Germany, Luxembourg, 
and the UK, while whistleblowers have 
been persecuted and imprisoned by the 

US.

Previously
Some years ago 
now, the Icelan-
dic parliament 
decided to draw a 
line in the sand. 
It unanimously 
adopted a resolu-
tion proposing 
to modernize 
laws relating to 
freedom of ex-
pression, privacy 
protections, gov-
ernment trans-
parency and the 
protection of 
journalistic pro-
cesses.

 However, this work has stalled un-
der the right-wing government elected 
in 2013—the former head of which, 

Smári McCarthy 
lives in Sarajevo, 

where he conducts 
research on organ-

ised crime and glob-
al corruption. Smári 

is a co-founder of 
the Icelandic Pirate 

Party and is also a 
chairman of IMMI 
(the International 

Modern Media 
Institute). 
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Sigmundur Davíð Gunnlaugsson, was 
implicated in the Panama Papers. Al-
though nominally the work has been 
led by Minister of Education Illugi Gun-
narsson, none of the many bills which 
have been written have been brought to 
parliamentary debate. Paying lip service 
to a value is easier than taking action to 
preserve it.
 Instead of pushing an ambitious 
plan to strengthen the country’s stance 
on protection of fundamental human 
rights, Iceland’s right-wing government 
has allowed the country to sink from #1 
on Reporters Without Borders’ World 
Press Freedom Index, to #19. Mean-
while, public trust is incredibly low and 
calls for anti-corruption measures such 
as transparency and media freedom 
grow louder.
 Not all of the problems facing journal-
ism will be fixed in one fell swoop. But the 
upcoming elections in Iceland, spurred by 
a great work of investigative journalism, 
foster the possibility that the next gov-
ernment of Iceland will finally fulfill the 
promise of a free speech haven.
 The International Modern Media In-
stitute, founded in 2011 to promote such 
a haven and the development of media 
protections globally, is now seeking 
funds to put this discussion at the fore-
front of the coming elections in Iceland, 
and to guarantee that the Switzerland of 
Bits becomes a reality.

  SHARE: gpv.is/hard
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With his legendary concentration and 45 years of experience our Master 
Watchmaker ensures that we take our waterproofing rather seriously.  
Gilbert O. Gudjonsson, our Master Watchmaker and renowned craftsman, 
inspects every single timepiece before it leaves our workshop.

ANALYSIS



OR
VIÐURKENND

FERÐAÞJÓNUSTA

CERTIFIED
TRAVEL SERVICE

GOLD-CLASS
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BSÍ Bus Terminal • 101 Reykjavík •  +354 580 5400 • main@re.is • www.flybus.is • www.re.is

ALL THE MOST EXCITING 
PLACES IN ICELAND

WE’LL TAKE 
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BOOK NOW at your receptionon www.re.is

EXPERIENCE A GREAT DAY WITH US!

More tours available on 
our website www.re.is
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Free WiFi

Free WiFi on  
all our buses

Your seat is  
always guaranteed

Trip duration  
approximately  

45 minutes

In connection with  
all arriving & departing 

flights at KEF Int. Airport

SCAN THE QR CODE FOR  
OUR FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.FLYBUS.IS

OR
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BSÍ Bus Terminal
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Árbæjarlaug
Pool of the issue

Words  MAGNÚS SVEINN HALLDÓRSSON  
Photo ANNA DOMNICK   

This pool is a favourite destination for families. It offers a nice water 
slide, a shallow outdoor pool, and a very nice shallow indoor pool that 
connects to the outdoor area via a little river. Kids love it. There are also 
three large hot tubs, and a beautiful view of Reykjavík. The dressing 
rooms also have a large comfortable outside changing area. This pool is 
really wonderful in the summer.
 A newly added steam bath ensures Árbæjarlaug’s status as one of the 
very best in the capital region. The old hell-closet of a steam-cooker (like 
the one in Laugardalur) has been replaced with a spacious steam bath 
that runs hot enough to drain away the fatigue of a long hike or the wor-
ries of the workday.
 Definitively worth the visit, especially if you want to avoid the flocks 
of tourists at Laugardalslaug.

     SHARE: gpv.is/pool1

Starts with a shot of the Icelandic
national spirit “Brennivín“

Puffin
Smoked puffin with blueberries,
croutons, goats cheese, beetroot

Minke whale
Date purée, wakame, teriaky 

“Torched“ Arctic charr
Cucumber, truffle ponzu vinaigrette 

and yuzu mayo

Icelandic roll – 4 pcs
Gravlax roll with Brennivín (Icelandic 

traditional Snaps) and dill. Avokado, mango,
cucumber, dill mayo, rye bread crumble

Reindeer
Reindeer slider with blue cheese,

portobello, steamed bun

Rack of icelandic lamb 
Onion purée, slow cooked leeks, 

chimichurri, baked carrot

And to end on a high note ...
Icelandic Skyr

Skyr infused with birch,
berries, white chocolate

crumble, and sorrel granite

7.990 kr.

 

Sushi Samba
Þingholtsstræti 5 • 101 Reykjavík

Tel 568 6600 • sushisamba.is
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Our kitchen is open
17.00–23.00 sun.–thu.
17.00–24.00 fri.–sat.

A unique
Icelandic

Feast

Amazing
7 course menu
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SECRET REYKJAVÍK

QUOTE OF THE ISSUE

Address
Fylkisvegur 9, Reykjavík (show map)

Opening hours
Monday-Thursday: 06:30-22:00

Fridays: 06:30-20:00

Saturday-Sunday: 09:00-18:00

Hot dog stand
No.

Family destination
Very much so.

Crowds of foreigners
None. Suburbanites all the way.

What's special
Best swimming pool during summer days

“The personal information 
that I'm releasing here is 

far beyond that which I ever 
expected would be demanded. 

I feel that the information 
below is the most detailed that 

any Icelandic politician has 
released about the finances of 
themselves and their family.” 

Former Prime Minister Sigmundur Davíð Gunnlaugsson, congratu-
lating himself in a blog post for releasing limited financial records 
to the general public after he was implicated in the Panama Papers.



–  Visit our stores:  Skólavörðustígur & Kringlan, Reykjavík. Hafnarstræti, Akureyri. Geysir, Haukadalur. geysir.com  –
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MAGIC 
HAPPENS

“The Weather Diaries has travelled to 
destinations I don’t think any fashion people 

thought it would. The images are everlasting... 
they show a magical world.”

Inside the STEiNUNN studio



We’re expecting a busy summer but you  
can check-in 2 1/2 hours before departure  
and have plenty of time for refreshments  

and shopping in KEF.

We offer unlimitied free Wi-Fi, many  
charging stations and a range of nice  

restaurants and stores. Icelandic design  
and quality brands tax and duty free  

at the Airport.
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Like a fresh breeze heralding the 
change in seasons, a group exhibi-
tion entitled ‘The Weather Diaries’ 
blew into Reykjavík’s Nordic House 
this spring. Stepping inside its mut-
ed, grey-green confines is like enter-
ing another world. Spread across four 
rooms, the show is an atmospheric 
and mesmerising collection of texts, 
sculpture, video, and installed cloth-
ing, interlinked by a series of paint-
erly, dreamlike photographs of figures 
in dim North Atlantic landscapes.
 Set amongst works by Greenlan-
dic, Faroese and Icelandic designers, 
the show’s centrepiece is a delicate 
dress that hangs suspended in the 
air, surrounded by an installation of 
small fabric clouds. It draws you into 
its orbit with a subtle and powerful 
magnetism, seeming to spin, slowly, 
like a galaxy of snowflakes frozen in a 
single moment. Something about the 
piece, and the show as a whole, seems 
to get under your skin, like the perva-
sive cold of a drizzly autumn day. It’s 
an intoxicating exhibition that creates 
the feeling of a place at once familiar 
and unlike any other.
 A few days later, having lingered 
over the pages of the show’s catalogue, 
I visit the studio of Steinunn Sig-

urðardóttir, the designer behind the 
dress installation. It’s a warm early-
summer afternoon, and people flit in 
and out of a nearby ice cream parlour, 
casting long shadows over the slanted 
blue store facades of Grandi. Inside 
Steinunn's place, it’s quiet, and the air 
is cool. Mannequins stand in a loose 
throng at one end of the space under a 
silver STEiNUNN logo, amongst tables 
of carefully placed accessories and 
a scattering of artworks and photo-
graphs. At the other end of the studio, 
behind some meticulously arranged 
bookshelves, sits the svelte, black-clad 
figure of Steinunn, typing and pick-
ing at a salad, her glasses perched on 
the end of her nose. She looks up, and 
beckons me inside. “Hello,” she cries. 
“Welcome to my little world.” 

THROUGH THE 
LOOKING GLASS

A brief tour of Steinunn’s studio re-
veals her many nature-inspired cloth-
ing designs, and a treasure trove of 
interesting artefacts that provide 
insight into her process. She talks 
enthusiastically about the milieu of 
friends and colleagues behind the 

sculptures, records, books and pho-
tographs. My eyes settle on a book by 
Cooper & Gorfer, the curators of ‘The 
Weather Diaries’. It is, in fact, the first 
volume the artist-curators made as a 
duo, entitled ‘SEEK Volume 1’—an ex-
quisitely produced edition that charts 
the two journeying across Iceland, sev-
eral years ago.
 “The show was created for the third 
Nordic Fashion Biennale,” explains 
Steinunn, “and I was the lucky one who 
got to help the Nordic House find the 
curators. The reason I fell in love with 
Cooper & Gorfer was that, to me, this 
book shows exactly what you need to 
do—you need to get out there and do the 
research. You can see it in their diary. It 
was a journey—a beautiful journey.” 
 I leaf through the book, absorbing 
the rich, generous detail: sketches, 
footnotes, photographs, scanned re-
ceipts, and scraps of paper, all flesh-
ing out their experience of Iceland. 
“There’s a pönnukökur recipe in 
there,” Steinunn remarks, “and inter-
views with Einar Örn and Finnbogi 
Pétursson. They used Arctic Paper—
a very fine Swedish paper. When you 
combine such good crafts and ele-
ments together—that’s when you re-
ally know what you’re doing. I think 
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all of the designers in ‘The Weather 
Diaries’ had that quality. They each 
started with a tradition, and then took 
it further.”

CREATING 
STITCHES

Today, Steinunn operates primar-
ily as a fashion designer, but the job 
title hardly seems to do justice to her 
range. She has also taught workshops, 
curated an exhibition on Icelandic sil-
versmithing, and is undergoing stud-
ies in ethnography. But her path began 
with a deceptively simple and quintes-
sentially Icelandic tradition: knitting.
 “I’m a perfect example of a skill 
that was passed down,” she explains. 
“My grandmother taught me knit-
ting. I know everything about it, and 
I’m an avid knitter. I only realised it 
was something special when I began my 
studies at Parsons, and I realised that I 
knew much more about knitting than 
my teachers. I was creating stitches. I 
almost felt like I was cheating, because 
knitting felt so natural to me. After a 
couple of months, they sent me out onto 
Seventh Avenue in New York City.” 
 Steinunn lived and worked in New 
York for over a decade, developing and 
applying her skills, and meeting many 
interesting people along the way. “It 
was the 1980s—it was crazy,” she says. 
“But what people loved was the craft of 
the knitting. That’s what I tell my stu-
dents, when I teach—that you have to 
bring something to the table.”

EXPLORATION 
AND DISCOVERY

Her respect for craft, and experi-
ence collaborating with creative 
people across disciplines, has led to 
Steinunn’s particularly artistic per-
spective of what fashion can be. It’s 

MAGIC 
HAPPENS 

Inside the STEiNUNN studio
Words John Rogers
Photos Art Bicnick



this exploratory spirit that led to the 
creation of ‘The Weather Diaries’.
 “If you look at fashion,” she says, 
“there’s the designer in the middle, and 
he works with photographers, hair and 
makeup people, models, factories—he 
surrounds himself with people in all 
disciplines, hiring the best people 
for him at the time. And if you break 
down fashion into all those elements, 
you discover something wonderful—
by asking questions like, ‘What is hair, 
for fashion? What is photography, for 
fashion?’ And there are, of course, peo-
ple who do it better than anyone else, 
like Mario Testino and Nick Knight—
incredible fashion photographers. 
But the question we asked with ‘The 
Weather Diaries’ was: ‘What if you 
don’t do fashion photography? What if 
you try something else?’ So we choose 
Cooper & Gorfer to do the photography 
part of what a designer needs. The goal 
was to show all these different aspects 
of the designer’s work.”
 The exhibition premiered in Copen-
hagen, fortuitously, during a recent 
period of heightened international in-
terest in Nordic culture. It’s since tak-
en on a life of its own, touring to Tór-
shavn and Beijing, and after Reykjavík, 
it goes to Seattle. “I think it’s trav-
elled a lot farther than fashion people 
thought it would,” says Steinunn. “The 
images are everlasting and beautiful. 
They show a magical world. It’s great 
to have designers from this part of 
the world joining forces—we might 
not be seen much on the world stage, 
but when we come together this way, 
someone definitely hears us.”

RHYTHM 
KNITTING

This restless creativity has also pushed 
Steinunn to test the boundaries of her 
craft. “I’ve experimented so much with 
knitting,” she says. “The question be-

comes: ‘Where can the world of knit-
ting take you?’ And it’s led me to make 
installations and workshops in Swe-
den, Greenland, at The Kennedy Arts 
Centre, and many other places.”
 Steinunn’s Rhythm Knitting work-
shop plays on the connection between 
knitting and music. “There’s a special 
rhythm that goes with how you use 
your hands when you knit,” Steinunn 
explains. “I use drummers to help find 
this beat. I’ve given this Rhythm Knit-
ting workshop in many countries, and 
it’s always different. My favourite was 
maybe in Nuuk, with a local drummer. 
It was an unbelievable journey.”
 The next edition will be closer to 
home. During the upcoming Reykja-
vík Arts Festival, the Rhythm Knitting 
workshop will take place at The Nordic 
House, in collaboration with Icelandic 
percussionist and former Sugarcubes 
drummer Sigtryggur Baldursson. 
 “Sigtryggur has a huge parabola 
drum,” Steinunn says. “I said to him, 
‘I want the magic! I want it to sound 
like the rhythm comes from the earth.’ 
With this rhythm, the knitting, the 
lighting… you’ll travel somewhere. 
That, for me, is what knitting does. 
It’s magical. You make a loop, another 
loop, another loop—it’s an engineer-
ing process, but if you find the fun 
in it, that’s the way into knitting. I’m 
hoping that with the workshop, young 
people will find that interest, so I like 
to get people up on chairs or tables, to 
use the space rather than just their fin-
gers. I want people to look outwards, 
to feel and understand the craft—the 
base of it, and the beginning of it.”

SPINNING A 
YARN

The beginning of Iceland’s knitting 
tradition goes far back into the coun-
try’s history. An archaeological dig at 
Hólar í Hjaltadalur, near Hofsós, has 

revealed evidence that goes back as 
far as the 1300s. “My brother is a pro-
fessor who’s involved in the dig up 
there,” says Steinunn. “They found out 
a church there that took 800 people. 
In Iceland! This tells us that life back 
then was bigger than we thought—it 
wasn’t all so small, in little farms and 
crofts. They found knitting needles 
there, and a piece of knitted cloth.”
 Steinunn has incorporated ele-
ments of Icelandic history into her 
work, such as bows or pleats inspired 
by the Icelandic national dress. Her 
work also draws inspiration from Ice-
landic nature, and the art and culture 
that springs from it. “I like to find tex-
tures in the little things in nature,” 
she explains. “I’ve drawn from work 
by photographers like RAX and Pál 
Stefansson, and others, who’ve done 
amazing books. I used their pictures, 
and recreated the textures them in 
knitwear—elements like lava, glacial 
rivers, freshwater rivers, and the dif-
ferent types of snow. Frost-bitten snow, 
freshly fallen snow, snow dunes, dirty 
snow. The aurora borealis. And I made 
the textures using suede, chiffon, mo-
hair, viscose, fur… whatever it takes. I 
use the elements that are right in front 
of me as inspirations for the textiles. I 
love that—creating the fabric.”
 “For me, that’s what fashion is 
about,” she finishes, “this combina-
tions of the elements you find within 
yourself, and then the magical output. 
And if you look at Italian design, it’s 
so precise and smooth and together, 
whereas Icelandic design is very or-
ganic. We’re probably the opposite. 
That’s what makes Icelandic design so 
wonderful. We can’t forget that—it’s 
precious. If we want to try to be Italian, 
Italians do it better. But when we’re 
Icelandic, that’s what we do best.”

     SHARE: gpv.is/steinunn

MORE  
STEINUNN?

You can further engage with Steinunn’s 
work by going to an exhibition, taking part 

in a workshop, dropping by her Reykjavík 
boutique, or delving into her online archive.

Visit: 

STEINUNN 
BOUTIQUE
Grandagarður 17, 101 Reykjavík

Steinunn has a store in Reykjavík, in the 
up-and-coming Grandi harbour area, near 
the Valdís ice cream parlour. Swing by to 

see her collection in the flesh.

Take part: 

RHYTHM 
KNITTING  

at Reykjavík Arts Festival
The Nordic House, Sturlugata 5, Reykjavík

Steinunn will lead a Rhythm Knitting 
workshop, alongside Icelandic drummer 
SIgtryggur Baldursson, on Sunday May 

22nd. Entry is free, but places are limited: 
book yours at en.listahatid.is

Visit: 

THE 
WEATHER 

DIARIES
The Nordic House,  

Sturlugata 5, Reykjavík

This lush and immersive exhibition is open 
at The Nordic House until July 5th. Head 
over to see Steinunn’s dress installation, 
as well as some stunning work by other 

Nordic designers.

Online: 

STEINUNN.
COM

Steinunn’s site contains a lot of great infor-
mation, including a biography, a list of her 
exhibitions and workshops, and various 
imagery from her long career in fashion. 

You can also see her current collection in 
the online store.



Electronic music duo Pocket Disco has re-
leased their second single, “Blush.”
 Salóme R. Gunnarsdóttir and Steindór 
Grétar Jónsson first gained notice earlier 
this year when they premiered their single 
“Rock & Roll.” The “Rock & Roll” music 
video was an otherworldly space-inspired 
glam-fest, while their new video is punk all 
the way, featuring thirteen televisions and 
VHS cassettes.
 “We have been developing our sound and 
‘Blush’ is much more rough than our first 
single,” Steindór told us. “The lyrics are 
about those first days of seeing someone 
new, getting to know their personality and 
discovering whether the person’s perfect 
image disappears or not.” 
 The music video was directed and ed-
ited by artist Atli Bollason, who had been 
collecting old televisions. Gabríel Bene-
dikt Bachmann did additional editing and 
Kristjana Björg Reynisdóttir styled the 
video. Sound design, recording, mixdown 
and master of the song is by Viktor Orri Ár-
nason.

Pocket 
Disco  
– “Blush”

TRACK OF THE ISSUE

STRAUMUR

Download it  
for free!  

at gpv.is/toti05

Musical recycling is a long and endur-
ing tradition, kept alive this month by a 
gem of a remix, einarIndra's treatment 
of the song “Pikaia” by Magnús Leifur 
Sveinsson (former member of indie 
band Úlpa). einarIndra is an electronic 
musician who resides at one of Iceland’s 
premier electronic labels, Möller Re-
cords, and released an LP, ‘Stories’, this 
month. His remix of “Pikaia” features 
thick-sounding retro synth pads, glitchy 
microbeats reminiscent of Boards of 
Canada and massively chopped-up and 
manipulated vocal treatments. It starts 
out quiet and serene but gradually picks 
up steam when bigger sounds join the 
mix; by the end the drums have wan-
dered off into drum’n’bass territory and 

an adjective like “majestic” becomes un-
avoidable.
 Right on the heels of the remix, a cover 
came our way. The IDM outfit Worm Is 
Green, who hail from Akranes, put out a 
wonderful take on “Close to Me,” one of 
The Cure’s most enduring song, a classic 
that refuses to become a cliché. Singer 
Guðríður Ringsted brings an effortless 
devil-may-care girlish charm to the vo-
cal melody, putting a new spin on some 
of the lines. The bottom is all deep synth 
bass grinding up against crisp drum 
breaks, and on top of it a densely layered 
soup of keyboards and twinkly synthesiz-
ers.
 But we also managed to pick up some 
non-reworked material this month, in 

the form of tarnished rock duo Skrat-
tar (Devils), who just last week released a 
four-track EP titled ‘Hellraiser II’. They 
mix together psych rock, 60s surf and a 
drum machine, with great results. The 
band also put out a video for the song 
“Good Day,” which follows the members 
on a wicked car ride through the city of 
Reyjavík. Skrattar are Karl Torsten Ställ-
born (Muck/Fufanu) and Guðlaugur 
Halldór Einarsson (Fufanu/russian.
girls); ‘Hellraiser II’ is their second out-
put and hopefully not their last.

     SHARE & LISTEN: gpv.is/str6 

Straumur, Iceland's premier indie music 
radio show, airs on X977, Mon. at 23:00 and  
daily music news in icelandic at straum.is

Words ÓLI DÓRI & DAVID ROACH   

East Of My Youth

East Of My Youth’s 
newest single “Moth-
er” was recently per-
formed on the MTV 

series ‘Faking It’. The song was re-
leased on i-D magazine’s website 
two weeks ago, and will be on the 
band’s album, which is upcoming 
later this summer. 

Samaris

The electronic trio has released their 
single “Black Lights” from their up-
coming album of the same title. The 
album, the band’s third full-length, 
will be released June 10. The trio will 
tour in June, starting in England 
and ending in Iceland June 29th at 
Húrra.

Buspin Jieber

This Icelandic producer has been re-
leasing music under his pseudonym 
Murya. He is releasing his five-track 
EP ‘Thinking Of You’ as a teaser for 
his upcoming album, which will be 
released later in 2016.

$igmund

The superfly $igmund is the newest 
face to Reykjavík’s music scene. He’s 
releasing his first album ‘Glópagull’ 
May 20th. Check him out on Spotify.

Mark W. Georgsson

‘The Ballad Of The Nearly Man’ is a 
double A-side 7" single by Mark W. 
Georgsson, which will be released 
June 3rd. The eponymous song 
features vocals by Mark and Katie 
McArthur on one side, and Icelandic 
vocals by Sigríður Thorlacius and 
Arnar Guðjónsson on the other.

Laser Life

Breki Steinn Mánason or Laser 
Life just released his first album, 
‘Polyhedron’, a lo-fi electronic trip 
through the galaxy of Breki’s mind. 
Check out his track by track later in 
this issue.

Aron Can

The sixteen-year-old hip-hop new-
comer has released his album ‘Þek-
kir Stráginn’. His hit song “Þekkir 
Stráginn” has approximately 74,000 
plays on Spotify. You can see Aron 
Can at Extreme Chill Festival and 
Secret Solstice this summer.

MUSIC 

NEWS IN 

BRIEF

 Happening Find today's events in Iceland! 
Download our free listings app 
- APPENING on the Apple and 
Android stores

Tarnished





List of licenced Tour 
Operators and Travel 
Agencies on:  

visiticeland.com

Licensing and
registration of travel-
related services
The Icelandic Tourist Board issues licences to tour operators and travel agents, 
as well as issuing registration to booking services and information centres.

Tour operators and travel agents are required to use a special logo approved 
by the Icelandic Tourist Board on all their advertisements and on their Internet 
website.

Booking services and information centres are entitled to use a Tourist 
Board logo on all their material. The logos below are recognised by the 
Icelandic Tourist Board.

ReykjavíkFrakkastígur 16

ORGANIC 
BAKERY
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Heidatrubador 

The lo-fi experimenter 
Heiða Eiríks, of Heida-
trubador, is releasing 
a cassette of electronic 

music on FALK, out May 26th. 

Ultraorthodox

The electronic mastermind Ultra-
orthadox dropped a digital album 
on his own label bassnoir last week. 
It's titled ‘Alternative History Vol. 1’ 
and is available on Bandcamp and 
Soundcloud.

Quest

The performance art band Quest is 
touring Europe in support of  their 
album ‘Gala’, starting in Germany. 
Marco Maria will be documenting 
the band for a photography series. 
You can follow the tour on Snapchat: 
toquestmusic.

Sturla Atlas

The 101 boys are releasing their new-
est track “Vino” real soon, and a vid-
eo as well. After making a name for 
themselves with a legendary social 
media campaign last spring, they've 
dropped two releases to great ac-
claim. Hopes are understandably 
high for their forthcoming release.

When did you start DJing?
I was asked to DJ a few times before I gath-
ered the courage to try it out, to be hon-
est. For a while I supplied some of my DJ 
friends with music to play every now and 
then. In 2012 some friends borrowed my 
iPod for an exhibition opening and a girl 
who was looking for someone to DJ at a 
hip-hop party tracked the iPod owner 
down and convinced me to take the gig. 
I did, and everything’s been snowballing 
from there onward. 

What styles do you play? 
I started out playing old-school hip-hop 
exclusively, but I’ve since broadened my 
selection greatly. These days I most often 
play hip-hop and R&B dancefloor clas-
sics mixed together with fresh new stuff. 
Sometimes I take on pop-music themed 
gigs which I also really enjoy, and once in a 

blue moon I do soul and disco sets.

What’s your favourite 
Reykjavík venue to play? 

I’m a diehard Prikið girl myself and have 
been going there ever since I even started 
going out. I had also daydreamed about 
playing there for years before I started 
doing warm-up slots in 2012. Now I play 
at least one long gig there each month, 
usually with my friend DJ Sura under the 
name SunSura. We’re playing there next 
Friday! Check it! 

What kind of gear do you use when 
playing?

I use my Macbook pro and a Traktor S2 
controller with Traktor software. I’ve been 
taking Ableton classes lately and have just 
starting to experiment with Ableton as a 
DJ tool. We’ll see how that goes.

If you were an audio effect, which one 
would you be?

That’s a hard one! Ping Pong, because I’m 
all over the place.

What kind of crowd is the best crowd in 
your opinion?

I just want to see people dance, the more 
dancing the better. 

What are your five essential 
tracks of the moment?

“One Dance” by Drake, “Enginn Mórall” by 
Aron Can,” Famous” by Kanye West, “Panda” 
by Desiigner and “Gold Digger” by Kanye 
West and Jamie Foxx, it works pretty much 
every time.

     SHARE AND LISTEN: gpv.is/sunnab

DJ OF THE ISSUE

Sunna Ben
Words HREFNA BJÖRG GYLFADÓTTIR   Photo ART BICNICK
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We look forward to seeing you
Please book in advance at bluelagoon.is

Concerts & Nightlife Listings
May 20 - June 2
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Open 11:30-22:00

saegreif inn. is

Geirsgata 8  •  101 Reykjavík  •  Tel. 553 1500  •  seabaron8@gmail.com

An absolute 
   must-try!

Saegreifinn restaurant (Sea Baron) is like none other 
in Iceland; a world famous lobster soup and a diverse 
fish selection.

Icelanders seem to be very fond of raisins. “Rúsínan í pyl-
suendanum” is a mouthful to say. Meaning  “the raisin on the 
end of the got dog,” it’s the Icelandic equivalent of the phrase 
“cherry on top of the sundae,” used to describe unexpected 
surprises that make good things even better. 

The idiom comes from the Danish phrase “rosine i pølseen-
den,” which is no surprise given Iceland and Denmark’s in-
tertwined history. Old Danish sausage recipes used to call 
for putting raisins at the end, according to a poem from 1828 
by Christian Winther, and presumably that must have been 
some sort of a treat. 

Another heartwarming phrase involving raisins is "litla rú-
sínan mín." It means “my little raisin” and parents use it to 
address their little ones. You can even add it to another fa-
miliar term of endearment, “rassgat.” This literally means 
“asshole,” but it’s actually used to describe something ador-
able, similar to the Japanese word “kawaii.” When you add 
raisin in front of that, you get “rúsínurassgat,” or “raisin ass-
hole,” which I guess is even cuter than a regular asshole. 

Every Single Word in Icelandic (www.everysingleword.is) is a 
pictographic exploration of the Icelandic language. I find an in-
teresting compound word, then deconstruct and illustrate it as 
icons. The goal is to express how Icelandic can be deadpan literal 
and unexpectedly poetic at the same time.

Guides & Raisins

 
So you want to see a bit of 
Iceland but also be able to af-
ford your ticket back home? 
No, that’s not the most dra-
matic request we’ve ever 
heard. We’ll make it happen.

Einar Jónsson’s 
Sculpture Garden

What better way to start your day 
than with the early 20th-century 
Icelandic sculptor Einar Jónsson? 
Stroll through his sculpture 
garden and admire the 26 bronze 
casts of Einar’s monumental work 

at no cost.

Hallgrímskirkja

Upon exiting the garden, you’ll 
be right next to Hallgrímskirkja, 
arguably Reykjavík’s most 
recognizable landmark. Take a 
moment to walk inside Iceland’s 
largest church—you can even 
take the elevator up to the 
observation tower for a gorgeous 
360-degree view over the city. 
(Tower admission is 900 ISK.) 
 

 

Ekkisens or Harbinger 
Art Gallery

If you’re feeling particularly 
artistic today, make your way 
to the Ekkisens or Harbinger 
art galleries. These artist-run 
spaces mainly showcase up-and-
comers in the art world and the 
exhibitions are free!

Bæjarins Beztu Pylsur

You need sustenance for your 
Icelandic odyssey, and just 
because you can’t drop stacks 
on stacks doesn’t mean you have 
to starve. Grab lunch at this 
Icelandic staple. Listen, if their 
hot dogs are good enough for 
Bill Clinton and Kim Kardashian, 
they’re good enough for you.

Tjörnin

With hot dog in hand, walk past 
Parliament (and potentially some 
Icelandic protesters) on your 
way to Tjörnin, the pond in the 
city’s center. Enjoy the classic 
Icelandic homes and buildings 
that surround the pond (but try 
not to wonder at their price tags, 
just thinking such thoughts will 
make money disappear from your 
wallet).

Nauthólsvík Beach

If you fancy a swim, hop on 
the bus to Nauthólsvík. It’s a 
quick fifteen-minute ride to the 

geothermal sand beach, which 
boasts hot tubs looking out onto 
the water and a lagoon in which 
hot geothermal water combines 
with the cool sea waves, creating 
pleasant ocean temperatures. 
(And, brace yourselves lads, this 
too has no entrance fee!)

Appy Hour

Doesn’t a nice glass of something 
sound divine right about now? 
Use The Grapevine’s very own 
Appy Hour app to track down the 
best deals for Happy Hour and 
get your drink on.

Dinner Options: Mandi, 
Lemon, Sæta Svínið, 
and Café Loki

Depending how much you want 
to spend and how good a job 
you’ve done at saving throughout 
the day, we’ve got a few options 
for you. 
 Mandi is great to snag a 
quick and relatively (this is the 
operative word in Iceland) cheap 
kebab on the go. 

 Lemon is best for inexpensive, 
healthy food and smoothies. Just 
because we’re trying to pinch our 
pennies doesn’t mean we have to 
be heathens here, people! 
 If you’re looking for a nice 
atmosphere, the newly opened 
Sæta Svínið gastropub is a 
moderately priced option with a 
great atmosphere. 
 Café Loki gives you good 
portions of classic Icelandic 
dishes, allowing you to sample 
the local cuisine.

Grótta Lighthouse and 
Geothermal Foot Bath

It’s nearly “summer” (if we’re 
using the term as loosely as 
possible), so you’ve got plenty 
of time to enjoy the day while it 
remains light. Use the last bit of 
sunlight to walk along the coast 
to the Grótta lighthouse. Then 
take a selfie with the fantastic 
sunset while soaking your feet in 
the geothermal nature pond. Is 
there a better way to end a day, 
I ask you?

A Penny Saving  
Guide To Reykjavík

WORDS OF INTEREST

For The Love  
Of Raisins 

Nauthólsvík pool area

Hallgrímskirkja

Tjörnin
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Reykjavík Midsummer Music 2016

Dates: June 16-19
Headliners: Víkingur Heiðar 
Ólafsson, Kristinn Sigmundsson
Admission: 12,000 ISK
Location: Harpa and Mengi
» reykjavikmidsummermusic.com
The fifth annual iteration of the chamber 
music  festival is defined by the theme 
“Wanderer.” 18 international artists will 
uncover musical wonders during this 
3-day celebration. The event is founded 
by Víkingur Heiðar Ólafsson, who wants 
to bring the cremé de la cremé of classical 
musicians together in Reykjavík.

Viking Festival

Dates: June 16-19
Headliners: Storytelling with Jarker 
Fahalström, Viking Jester Bjørke 
performs
Location: Viking Village, 
Hafnarfjörður
» fjorukrain.is
This celebration started in 1995, mak-
ing it Iceland’s oldest and largest Viking 
event. Artists from all over the world 
have travelled here for previous Viking 
Festivals, and this year will be no different. 
Celebrate all aspects of Viking culture 
with ships, cuisine, handcraft, storytell-
ing, archery, games, music and battle 
demonstrations.

Secret Solstice

Dates: June 17-19
Headliners: Radiohead, Of Monsters 
and Men, Deftones, Die Antwoord
Admission: 24,900 ISK 
Location: Laugardalur, Reykjavík
» secretsolstice.is
Iceland’s Midnight Sun Music Festival re-
turns. Come listen to Radiohead (UK), Of 
Monsters and Men (IS), Deftones (US), 
Die Antwoord (ZA) and many more. 
Enjoy four days of never-ending sunlight, 
volcano-powered pool parties and so 
much more! 

JULY

Eistnaflug Music Festival

Dates: July 6-9
Headliners: Meshuggah, Opeth, 
Amorphis
Admission: 20,000 ISK
Location: Neskaupsstaður, 
Eastfjords
» eistnaflug.is
A rock and heavy metal festival, and the 
number one place for getting completely 
shitfaced in July. It may be tricky getting 
to Neskaupsstaður, in the Eastfjords, but 
once you’re there you won’t ever want to 
leave. Meshuggah, Opeth and Amorphis 
will be there, along with many more. 

LungA 

Dates: July 10-17
Headliners: Mankan and Kriðpleir 
(during the week), Fufanu, GKR and 
Hatari (weekend)

Admission: 5,900 ISK online and 
6,900 ISK at the gates
Location: Seyðisfjörður
» www.lunga.is
Celebrating all things creative, LungA is an 
art enthusiast's wet dream. The festival 
is packed full with activities, workshops, 
shows and exhibitions. Numerous bands 
have confirmed, including Fufanu, GKR 
and Hatari. You can get better acquainted 
with the inner workings of the art scene 
in Iceland. 

Innipúkinn Festival

Dates: July 28- 30
Headliners: Rjóminn, Grasrót
Admission: Weekend pass and day 
pass
» inipukinn.is
Don’t feel like going to Þjóðhátíð on the 
Westman Islands, but still want to have 
a good time? Check out Reykjavík’s In-
nipúkinn, where you can hang out with 
all the other cool cats that didn’t feel like 
waking up with vomit in their tent.

Norðanpaunk

Dates: July 29-31
Headliners: Martröð, Misþyrming
Admission: 4,000 ISK
This DIY NFP punk festival sees people 
from the extreme fringe of the punk and 
metal scenes come together, cook to-
gether, and celebrate all the weird forms 
of counterculture you don’t normally 
find at music festivals. At Norðanpaunk, 
experimentation is appreciated, strange-
ness is celebrated, and being a freak is just 
expected.

Mýrarbolti

Dates: July 29-August 1
Location: Ísafjörður, Westfjords
» www.myrarbolti.com
This swamp football event is an excuse to 
have a beer with your buddies and play 
football together. (You probably didn’t 
know that the European championships 
were happening in Ísafjörður, in the West-
fjords!) There’s concerts, dances and 
other activities happening alongside the 
tournament. So get your team together 
and sign up. 

AUGUST

Icelandic Chamber Music Festival

Dates: August 4-14 
Location: Sallin, Kópavogur 
» www.musicfest.is
Music courses for people of all ages as 
well as an exciting concert series are on 
offer. The aim of this festival is for young 
musicians to get to know each other, 
participate in chamber music and to get a 
chance to perform, irrespective of where 
they live or study. 

Reykjavík Pride

Dates: August 2-7
Headliners: To Be Announced 
Admission: Free!
Location: Reykjavík
» hinsegindagar.is/en/ 
Organized by the gay community of Reyk-
javík, the festival is a family-friendly affair 

celebrating diversity. Expect to see a lot 
of big names from the community, as well 
as famous supporters during these days 
filled with a photo exhibitions, seminars, 
concerts and much more. There will be 
several events during the week of August 
6-11, leading up to the massive Gay Pride 
march on Saturday. 

Menningarnótt

Dates: August 20
Admission: Free!
Location: Reykjavík
» menningarnott.is
On “Culture Night,” people are en-
couraged to walk through downtown 
Reykjavík, taking in a variety of activities 
and events. A few years ago we even had 
Russell Crowe play a set.

LÓKAL: Everybody’s Spectacular

Dates: August 24-28 
Headliners:  Markus Öhrn (SE), 
Theatre Replacement (CA), 
Yana Ross (PL), Margrét Sara 
Guðjónsdóttir (D), and local artists 
like Dance For Me, Icelandic Love 
Corporation, The Homeless Theatre 
and Hljómsveitin Eva (Eva, the 
band).
Admission: 2,900 ISK (single ticket)
Location: Reykjavík
» www.lokal.is
» www.reykjavikdancefestival.com
The Lókal International Theatre and 
Reykjavík Dance Festivals join forces to 
mount contemporary theatre and dance 
performances at Tjarnarbíó, Hafnarhús, 
Borgarleikhús, Hallgrímskirkja, Austurbæ-
jarskóli and various locations downtown. 
Everybody’s Spectacular will present 
brand new Icelandic and international 
work. 

SEPTEMBER

Réttir (Sheep and Horse Roundup)

Dates: September 14-17
Headliners: Sheep
Admission: 180,000 ISK
Location: All around Iceland
» www.laxnes.is/sheep-roundup-2/ 
A chance to watch some Icelandic sheep 
herding as the holiday season comes to 
an end, during a four-day tour where 
you’ll be completely surrounded by typical 
Icelandic countryside habits.

Reykjavík International Film Festival

Dates: September 29-October 9
Admission: 14,900 ISK (festival pass)
Location: Reykjavík
» www.riff.is
The annual international film festival will 
screen over 200 films—shorts, docs and 
features—from all over the world, with 
an  emphasis on independent European 
cinema and up-and-coming filmmakers. 
This year there will be special events like 
the “swim-in cinema,” film concerts and a 
special program for kids.

     SHARE & LINKS: gpv.is/festivals

Guides

Summer Festival 
Guide
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We are located at:
The service station N1 Hringbraut and 

N1 Bíldshöfða, Kringlan, Smáralind, 
Akureyri and more.

1.699

Vík Prjónsdóttir

vikprjonsdottir.com   #vikprjonsdottir

In our online store you find our warm and locally 
made collection inspired by everyday magic.

Breki Steinn Mánason is the elec-
tronic mastermind behind Laser 
Life. He recently released his first 
album, ‘Polyhedron’, inspired by 
punk, post-rock, drum’n’bass and 
Nintendo.
 Breki played guitar in a band a 
while ago. The band split up when 
members moved away. He didn’t 
create any music at all for about 
two years, but instead started to 
play indie video games. He found 
it interesting that what the games 
lacked in graphics, they made 
up for in great storylines and 
soundtracks. He became inspired 
and started learning about the 
technology behind the sounds of 
old console games.
 Breki says that when video game 
composers created soundtracks in 
earlier years, they had few chan-
nels to work with, because of the 
limited capabilities of their sound 
chips. Therefore, they used tricks 
like fast arpeggiators to make the 
music sound more complex. Breki 
used those same tricks in a multi-
track recording environment, as 
well as recording guitar to intro-
duce acoustic elements into the 
very electronic-sounding mix.
 “These old-school production 
methods struck a creative chord in 
my brain and I made a whole bunch 
of songs,” Breki says. “I picked a few 
to work on further for my debut. 
Then I started looking for someone 
to help me with the mixing. Curver 
Thoroddsen was nice enough to of-
fer to help me out. I figured that 
my music lands somewhere in the 
middle between Ghostigital and 
Mínus so I was sure that working 
with Curver was the way to go. He 
did an amazing job!” 

 The album can be streamed at 
www.laserlifemusic.com and is 
also available on Spotify, iTunes 
and Tidal.

Castle
This song has a chorus. Most of the 
other ones don’t, which makes it 
the pop track of the album. How-
ever, it is a little bit dark as well. 
When I was writing it I imagined 
running around in a scary castle. I 
still do when I listen to it now.

Nissan Sunny
“Nissan Sunny” is my favourite 
song to perform live. The guitar 
parts sound very heroic. The track 
is named after my car, a red 1995 
Nissan Sunny with the license 
plate YR-522, which got stolen a 
few weeks ago, for the second time. 
This time I am starting to think 
I won’t be getting it back. If you 
know where it is please contact me!

Shark
The rhythm part of “Shark” is a sort 
of glitch-Aphex Twin type of beat 
with cosy feel-good synth lines on 
top. It is the happiest-sounding 
track of the album and my mom’s 
favourite. A guy once told me, af-
ter a show, that if my live set were 
a computer game, this track would 
be the underwater level. I agree 
with him.

Mindfuck
“Mindfuck” is the shortest track 
of the album and by far the most 
intense one. It has a weird time 

signature. I almost cut it from the 
album but I’m glad I didn’t because 
a lot of people really like it. Plus, 
some of my favourite albums of all 
time have at least one really short 
track so I wanted to do the same.

Dazed And Focused
This track has a weird combination 
of an electronic music build and 
distorted guitar power chords, but 
I think the songs pulls it off. I grew 
up in Egilsstaðir in East Iceland so 
I drive the eight-hour haul a few 
times a year. This song reminds me 
of driving across the country and 
blasting music. I will most defi-
nitely do that this summer, if I get 
my car back.

End Of The World
This was the last song that I made 
for the album and currently my fa-
vourite, probably because it’s the 
newest one and the newest one is 
always the favourite. When I listen 
to it I imagine a world where the 
machines have taken over.

Third Dimension
This song is actually me trying 
to rip off a track by a musician 
named Richard Vreeland, who I 
later found out was trying to rip 
off a band called Boards of Canada. 
Therefore, this song is a ripoff of 
another ripoff, which I think is hi-
larious. The song has a Miri refer-
ence in it. Miri is a band from East 
Iceland and Curver produced their 
debut album as well, back in 2010.

Dream Machine
This one is frenetic and full of 
chaos. It is also about the world 
ending. It has a drum’n’bass beat, 
explosions and a guitar solo. It is 
Curver’s son Hrafnkell’s favourite 
track of the album.

N̶̢͇͉̤͇͔̗̗͚̝
̥͓̰͘͟S̵͍͕̦̕Ś̢̹̻͎Ņ̹͖̗̝̳̠

̱͕̳̗̪
̕͜ ͏̴̵̶͚͉̦͙͕̝̭͓̫̝̜ ̤S̢̹̳̦͈͙̱͈̦̩̜̣̲̯N̴͈͇̫̟̞

̭̞͓͡͠͞N̸̵͉͕͇̲

The last song of the album came 
as a result of a happy accident. As 
Curver and I were doing the fi-
nal mixing of the album, Curver’s 
computer’s battery was running 
low and glitches came up in the 
songs. This track is actually creat-
ed from a part of the song “Nissan 
Sunny,” only with lots of glitches. 
We thought it sounded good and 
decided to use it as an outro for the 
album. This one is my mom’s least 
favourite track. 

     LISTEN AND SHARE: gpv.is/laserl
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Madison Perfumery Reykjavik • Aðalstræti 9 • 101 Reykjavik
tel : +354 571 7800 • www.madison.is

Iceland’s fi rst n iche per f u mer y, 
offeri ng a world class selection of 
the fi nest ar tistic per f u mes and 

cosmetics i n dow ntow n R e y k j av i k

Welcome to our enchanting 
Beauty Room where we offer a 

range of treatements using only 
the fi nest skin care products

THE NEW 
LEGEND
NEW VERSIONS OF THE 
ICELANDIC HOT DOG

INGÓLFSTORG

   Two  Weeks
The Grapevine picks the events, places and things to check out in the next two weeks.

May 20

Drag-Súgur Queer Variety 
Performance 
Start your weekend off the only right way, with the 
marvellous variety performance put on for you by the 
city’s most flamboyant drag queens! The event hosts 
talent from musicians, comedians, circus performers, 
and more.  Please come dressed to slay. Admission is 
1,000 ISK.
Gaukurinn, Tryggvagata 22 at 21:00.

May 24

Swap Till You Drop Market
Do good for your wardrobe while doing good for the 
planet at Loft’s summer clothing exchange. In fact, not 
only will you be recycling your clothes, but unclaimed 
clothes will be donated to the Red Cross! So come with 
your unwanted clothes and leave with an outfit that 
will have you feeling funky and fresh. Feel free to also 
bring books to swap to liven up your summer reading 
list. 
Loft Hostel, Bankastræti 7a at 13:00

Each Tuesday

KEXJazz
Looking to jazz up the most boring part of the week? 
Check out Kex Hostel’s weekly Tuesday jazz nights. Sit 
back, relax, gaze out at the water, and enjoy some of 
Iceland’s best jazz talents as they grace the Kex stage. 
KEX Hostel, Skúlagata 28 at 20:30 

May 24

Improv Iceland
Improv Iceland consists of Iceland’s funniest actors 
and actresses, who come together twice a month for a 
night of unscripted dialogues, spontaneous musicals 
and improvised acts, making each and every show 
a premiere AND a final performance. Admission is 
2,000 ISK.
Húrra, Naustin, at 20:00.

June 1

Moses Hightower
Inject some smooth and soulful R&B into your work 
week courtesy of Reykjavík band Moses Hightower. 
Their 2012 album ‘Önnur Mósebók’ was chosen as 
album of the year by Fréttablaðið, and they sound 
just as good live as on their records. Make sure to buy 
tickets before they sell out! Admission is 2,500 ISK.
Húrra, Naustin, at 20:00.

28
MAY

DISCUSSION

TEDxTalk Reykjavík

Talk The TEDx Talk
Asuturbær, Snorrabraut 37 | 7,500 ISK

This independently organized TED Talk 
centers on the theme “local ideas on a global 
stage.” A series of speakers—including a co-
median, cinematographer, cardiothoracic 
surgeon, trans and queer activist, and the 
first Icelandic explorer to ski solo from the 
coast of Antarctica to the South Pole—will 
give short talks exploring subjects related to 
the event’s central theme. The speakers will 
initiate discussion with audience members, 
exploring how ideas developed in our local 
environments can assist other populations 
throughout the world. If you’re looking for 
inspiration of any sort, this is the place to 
be! KR

21
MAY

CONCERT

Itcom / Adore//repel / 
Brött Brekka

Head-bangers  Unite
Gaukurinn, Tryggvagata 22 (D5) | 1,000 ISK

From shoegaze, to punk, to alternative, get 
ready for a night of rock as Icelandic bands 
Itcom and Brött Brekka join British band 
Adore//repel. This will be Adore//repel’s 
third show in Reykjavik, following shows at 
Húrra and Boston on the 19th and 20th, re-
spectively. Tonight’s a night of 90s-inspired 
jams that will be sure to have your fingers 
tapping and your head bopping for days.  EP
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Useful Numbers

 Emergency number: 112
Medical help: 1770
Dental emergency: 575 0505

Information: 1818
Taxi: Hreyfill: 588 5522 - BSR: 561 0000

Tax-Free Refund

        Iceland Refund,  
Aðalstræti 2, tel: 564 6400

Pharmacies

 Lyf og heilsa, Egilsgata 3, tel: 563 1020
Lyfja, Laugavegur 16, tel: 552 4045 and 
Lágmúla 5, tel: 533 2300

Tourist Information

 Arctic Adventures, Laugavegur 11, tel: 562 7000
Tourist Info Centre, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 590 1550
Iceland Excursions – Grayline Iceland, Hafnar-

stræti 20, tel: 540 1300
The Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2, tel: 522 
4979
Trip, Laugavegur 54, tel: 433 8747

Long Distance Coach Terminal 

 BSÍ, Vatnsmýrarvegur 10,
tel: 562 1011,  
www.bsi.is

Domestic Airlines

 Air Iceland, Reykjavíkurflugvöllur,
tel: 570 3030, www.flugfelag.is
Eagle Air, Hótel Loftleiðir, tel: 562 4200

Public Transport

 The only public transport available in 
Reykjavík is the bus. Most buses run every 
20–30 min (the wait may be longer on 

weekends), price per fare is 420 ISK adults, 210 ISK 
children. Multiday passes are available at select lo-
cations and through their app. Route map at: www.
bus.is. Tel: 540 2700. Buses run from 07–24:00 on 
weekdays and 10–24:00 on weekends. Main termi-
nals are: Hlemmur and Lækjartorg.

Opening Hours

 Bars and clubs: According to regula-
tions, bars can stay open until 01:00 on 
weekdays and 04:30 on weekends.

 Shops: Mon–Fri 10:00–18:00, Sat 
10:00–16:00, Sun closed. Kringlan and 
Smáralind malls and most supermar-

kets and tourist shops have longer opening hours. 
Banks in the centre are open Mon-Fri 09:00-
16:00

Post Offices 

 Post offices are located around the 
city. The downtown post office is at 
Pósthússtræti 3–5, open Mon–Fri 
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Eating

Drinking

  1  

Lebowski Bar
Laugavegur 20a
A classic American style diner lies at the back 
of the pin-up clad bar on Laugavegur, boasting 
a short menu of quick and tasty bowling alley 
burgers named for The Dude (or His Dudeness 
or El Duderino if you’re not into the whole brev-
ity thing). It’s a great place to chow down with 
a beer, but that could just be, like, our opinion 
man.

  2  

Hverfisgata 12
Hverfisgata 12
In an era when everyone is obsessed with 
visibility and self-promotion, Hverfisgata 12 
attracts its own crowd through word of mouth 
and nothing more. It offers the kind of pizzas 
you are unlikely to have tried before, with 
inventive toppings such as barbecue sauce, 
shredded pork, pears, roasted seeds and 
horseradish cream. Their bacon and egg pizza is 
to die for, don’t miss it.

  3  

Matur og Drykkur
Grandagarður 2
Located in the achingly trendy Grandi area, 
Matur og Drykkur ("Food and Drink") focuses 
on delivering old Icelandic recipes in a fresh 
manner. Think less touristy treats like pickled 
shark, and more authentic Icelandic food like 
kálbögglar.

  4  

Mandi
Veltusund 3b 
Here you’ll find the perfect lunch for a sunny 
day, the perfect meal after a night out and the 
best bite for your hangover. Whatever it is you 
crave, the friendly staff of Mandi understands. 
They prepare the freshest hummus and tastiest 
shawarmas—just remember to ask for extra 
spice. They’ll know what you mean.

  5  

Ostabúðin
Skólavörðustígur 8
In addition to stocking all the fancy cheeses one 
can imagine, this shop also offers a daily lunch 
that has plentiful dishes on offer, including a 
catch of the day and fresh bruschetta.
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BANKASTRÆTI 7A - 101 REYKJAVÍK - TEL. 562 3232

E L E G A N T  P R E M I S E S
I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F

R E Y K J A V I K

B R U N C H

L U N C H  A N D  D I N N E R  M E N U

 L O C A L  A N D  F O R E I G N  D I S H E S

B A R

B A N K A S T R Æ T I  7 A  -  1 0 1  R E Y K J AV Í K  -  T E L .  5 6 2  3 2 3 2
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Party Every Night  •  Cocktails 
Live Sports Coverage

Ribs - Burgers
Live Music Every Night 

Chicken Wings
50 different kinds of beer 

AUSTURSTRAETI 8  • REYKJAVIK

18 17

15

Map

  6    
Sky Lounge & Bar
Ingólfsstræti 1
The lounge is located in a beautiful spot that 
overlooks all of downtown Reykjavík and pro-
vides a great setting to either host a celebration 
or introspectively appreciate the city.

  7    
Tíu Dropar
Laugavegur 27
Located in a small, cozy basement on 
Laugavegur, Tíu Dropar is one of Iceland’s oldest 
cafés. During the day it serves a selection of 
coffee, tea and food (including grandma-style 
pancakes). Quick before it closes up!

  8    
Kaffi Kigali
Ingólfsstræti 8
This quaint little coffee house, tucked away just 
off of main shopping street Laugavegur, offers 
a variety of Rwandan coffee drinks with beans 
straight from the farmer at very affordable rates, 
including the must-try Afríkano drink.

  9    
Loft Hostel
Bankastræti 7
With a brilliant location right in the centre of 
the action, the views from the upstairs bar and 
rooftop patio at the Loft Hostel can't be more 
entertaining. This hostel is also a hotspot for live 
music and hobnobbing. 

11

Open weekdays 07:30 – 18:00
Open weekends 09:30 – 18:00

OLDEST RESTAURANT IN ICELAND

Kaffivagninn
Grandagarði 10 · 101 Reykjavík
+354 551 5932 · kaffivagninn@kaffivagninn.is
kaffivagninn.is

SITUATED
 BY THE OLD
Reykjavík
 harbour 

SOUP OF THE DAY 
AND COFFEE INCLUDED 

on weekdays 
from 11:30 am 

to 3:00 pm
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The Hot Button column looks at an single issue 
that's had Icelanders' chins wagging recently. 

“In some places, the world has never been 
as open, tolerant, equal and free. In others, 

we have gone back many centuries.”

This Complex World
Reykjavík Arts Festival continues the celebration of 

female artists and human rights
Words by Hrefna Björg Gylfadóttir & John Rogers

Along with the ever-lighter nights, and the 
occasional excitement of double-digit tem-
peratures, the Reykjavík Arts Festival is a 
welcome harbinger that summer is here. Now 
in its 46th year, 30th edition, the festival gives 
the people of Reykjavík an opportunity to cel-
ebrate the change of seasons by staging a va-
riety of big outdoor events and a rich mixture 
of art, dance, music, theatre, openings and 
parties. 
 The director of the festival is Hanna Styr-
misdóttir, who decided that the 2015 theme—
human rights and celebrating women in 
art—was too big a subject for just one year’s 
programme. With that in mind, the 2016 edi-
tion—‘SÍÐARI HLUTI’ (“Part II”)—will con-
tinue to explore these areas.
 “Last year we celebrated the 100th anni-
versary of women’s suffrage in Iceland,” says 
Hanna. “But I didn’t want the theme to be a 
one-off, so we decided to spread the theme 
over two festivals.”

Body of work
Hanna’s aim this year was to expand the 
range of work on offer and go deeper into 
each area. “Artists reflect their times,” she 
explains. “We wanted to broaden our horizon 
and look specifically at narratives of artists 
regardless of gender, which engage with and 
reflect aspects of social struggles. Our ideas 
of freedom and equality, of human rights, 
are centred on the body and the body is at the 
centre of this year’s programme.”
 The approach taken this year was differ-

ent, too. “In 2015 we commissioned artworks 
by female artists, focused on women’s mat-
ters,” says Hanna. “This year, however, we in-
stead looked at the artists’ backgrounds and 
their stories. We picked FlexN, a street dance 
group composed of men and women; ‘Lucre-
zia’ by Handel, performed by Symphonia An-
gelica; and other performances that focus on 
different aspects of women’s reality—which 
sadly isn’t always positive.”

Crucial connections
With a year having passed since the festival 
started its tenacious investigation into the 
institutional problems faced by women art-
ists and marginalised groups, we asked Han-
na: Has anything improved in the last year? 
 “It depends on your viewpoint,” she says. 
“In some places, the world has never been as 
open, tolerant, equal and free. In other parts, 
we have gone back many centuries; rights 
that have been gained have been lost in tragic 
ways. Our world has always been complex 
but now that we know more of it, it’s become 
more complex still.”
 “For me, a festival like the Reykjavík Arts 
Festival is essentially about opening up this 
complex world, so that we can become more 
understanding of and engaged in what is 
happening globally,” she finishes. “If we love 
a performance of Indian Kuchipudi, then we 
may also become more engaged and interest-
ed in Indian history and contemporary cul-
ture and life in general. And that connection 
has never been more crucial.”

 Drawing connections between widely 
varying cultural practises is a big part of Han-
na’s job at the festival. She speaks with pride 
about the range on offer at the imminent 
new edition, from the San Francisco Ballet 
and Iceland Symphony Orchestra performing 
works by Helgi Tómasson, to dance perfor-
mances by FlexN and Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui & 
Shantala Shivalingappa.
 But given its popularity, it surprised many 
that the 2016 edition will be the festival’s final 
annual edition, with the next event scheduled 
for 2018. Even as Reykjavík’s cultural scene is 
blossoming, Hanna explains that after four 
years at the helm of the festival, her philoso-
phy is that less can be more.
 “I think we should do less, but with more 
care,” she explains. “The explosion of culture 
in Reykjavík over the last few years is a fantas-
tic thing—it has transformed everyday life in 
this city. But it also calls for a more strategic 
approach to what we are doing in the arts in 
general. There is a need for a larger, bolder, 
more powerful multi-disciplinary platform 
than the Reykjavík Arts Festival can be as an 
annual event.”
 So, it’ll be two years before this most pre-
cious event on Reykjavík’s cultural calendar 
returns, bigger and better than ever—all the 
more reason to enjoy this one while it lasts.

The 2016 Reykjavík Arts Festival is held between 
May 21st and June 5th. Check out the programme 
at http://en.listahatid.is.
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Gerðarsafn  Kópavogur Art Museum Hamraborg 4 200 Kópavogur www.gerdarsafn.is

May 7–30th

Constructive

Mýrmann

Pioneers of Icelandic Art and 
Contemporary Art Sale

Reykjavik · May 30th
Viewing · May 26 – 30th

Barbara Árnason

Jóhannes S. Kjarval

Art sales, auctioneers and exhibition spaces · Rau›arárstígur 14 · Tel. 551 0400 · www.myndlist.is · Open daily 10–18, saturday 11–14

Art Gallery Fold

Paintings



Dagskrá Listahátíðar 
Reykjavík Arts Festival Programme

N 30
2016

Reykjavík
Arts Festival

21. maí — 5. júní

Hreyfing er list 
Dansganga & setning 
Listahátíðar  
Art in Motion 
Dance walk & opening reception  
of the Reykjavík Arts Festival

21. maí, kl. 13:00 
@ Dansgengið frá 
Listasafni Reykja
víkur að Listasafni 
Íslands 
Nánari upplýsingar á 
www.listahatid.is 

21. maí, kl. 14:30 
@ Setning Lista
hátíðar í Listasafni 
Íslands 

21 May, 1:00 pm  
@ From Reykjavik  
Art Museum to Na
tional Gallery  
of Iceland 
Further information at 
www.artfest.is 

21 May, 2:30 pm  
@ Festival Launch  
at National Gallery of 
Iceland 

  

Berlinde De Bruyckere21. maí, kl. 15:00 
21. maí—4. september 
@ Listasafn Íslands 
 

Fríkirkjuvegi 7, 101 Rvk.

21 May, 3:00 pm  
21 May—4 September 
@ National Gallery  
of Iceland 

  

Innra líf heysátu 
Gabríela Friðriksdóttir 
Inner Life of a Hay Bale

21. maí, kl. 16:00 
21. maí — 27. ágúst 
@ Gallery GAMMA 

Garðastræti 37, 101 Rvk.

21 May, 4:00 pm  
21 May—27 August 
@ Gallery GAMMA 

  

Hverfandi menning  
— Djúpið 
Ljósmyndasýning 
Vanishing Culture — West Fjords

21. maí, kl. 16:00 
21. maí—11. september 
@ Ljósmyndasafn 
Reykjavíkur 

Tryggvagata 15, 101 Rvk.

21 May, 4:00 pm  
21 May—11 September 
@ Reykjavík Museum  
of Photography 

  

Mósaík 
Steinunn Þórarinsdóttir 
Mosaic

21. maí, kl. 17:00 
21. maí —25. júní 
@ Tveir hrafnar listhús 

Baldursgata 12, 101 Rvk.

21 May, 5:00 pm  
21 May—25 June 
@ Tveir hrafnar listhús 

  

FlexN Iceland 
Götudans frá Brooklyn  
& Manchester
Street dance from Brooklyn & Manchester

21. maí, kl. 20:00 
@ Brim—húsið 

Geirsgata 11, 101 Rvk.

21 May, 8:00 pm  
@ Brim 

kr. 5.500 

Færsla 
Hulda Stefánsdóttir 
Shift

Við vorum einu sinni 
nágrannar 
Hreinn Friðfinns. & John Zurier 
Once We Were Next–Door Neighbors

21. maí, kl. 18:00 
21. maí—2. júní 
@ BERG  
Contemporary 

Klapparstíg 16, 101 Rvk.

21 May, 6:00 pm  
21 May—2 June 
@ BERG  
Contemporary 

  

21. maí, kl. 17:00 
21. maí—26. júní 
@ Listasafn ASÍ 

Freyjugata 41, 101 Rvk.

21 May, 5:00 pm  
21 May— 26 June 
@ ASÍ Art Gallery 

  

Afhjúpun 
Höfundasmiðja FLH  
& Borgarleikhússins
Revelation

22. maí, kl. 14:00 
@ Borgarleikhúsið og 
umhverfi 

Listabraut 3, 103 Rvk.

22 May, 2:00 pm  
@ Rvk. City Theatre & 
surroundings  

kr. 3.500 

Selló, þú barómeter  
hjarta míns 

Cello, My Heart’s Barometer 

22. maí, kl. 16:00 
@ Laugarneskirkja 

Kirkjuteigi, 105 Rvk.

22 May, 4:00 pm  
@ Laugarneskirkja 

kr. 4.700 

Jaðarber Got hæfileikar 
#winninglistahatid  
#jaðarbergothæfileikar

22. maí, kl. 20:00 
@ Mengi 

Óðinsgata 2, 101 Rvk. 

22 May, 8:00 pm  
@ Mengi 

kr. 3.000 

Persóna 
Íslenski dansflokkurinn 
Persona 
Iceland Dance Company

22. maí, kl. 20:00 
@ Borgarleikhúsið, 
Nýja sviðið 

Listabraut 3, 103 Rvk.

22 May, 8:00 pm  
@ Reykjavík City 
Theatre 

kr. 4.900 

The Weather Diaries 
Sýningar, smiðjur, spjall & spuni 
Exhibitions workshops, talks & music

Prjónað í takt!  
22. maí, kl. 16:00 

Sögur úr norðri 
28. maí, kl. 13:00 
29. maí, kl. 11:00 

Sköpunarkraftur úr 
Norður–Atlantshafi 
3. júní, kl. 16:00 

Drekar og loðlingar 
3. júní, kl. 17:00 

Tónlistargjörningur 
3. júní, kl. 18:00 

@ Norræna húsið 

Sturlugata 5, 101 Rvk.

Rhythm Knitting! 
22 May, 4:00 pm  

Stories from the North 
28 May, 1:00 pm 
29 May, 11:00 am 

The North Atlantic:  
Fearless Creativity 
3 June, 4:00 pm 

Dragons and Furlings 
3 June, 5:00 pm 

Music performance 
3 June, 6:00 pm 

@ The Nordic House 

  Sími látins manns 
eftir Söruh Ruhl 
Dead Man’s Cell Phone 
by Sarah Ruhl

23.—24. maí, kl. 20:30 
3.—4. júní, kl. 20:30 
@ Tjarnarbíó 

Tjarnargata 12, 101 Rvk.

23—24 May, 8:30 pm  
3—4 June, 8:30 pm  
@ Tjarnarbíó 

kr. 4.400 

Ashkenazy 
með Sinfóníuhljómsveit Íslands 
& Jean–Efflam Bavouzet
with the Iceland Symphony Orchestra

25. maí, kl. 19:30 
@ Harpa, Eldborg 

Austurbakki 2, 101 Rvk. 

25 May, 7:30 pm  
@ Harpa, Eldborg 

kr. 2.400— 6.900 

Listasafn Reykjavíkur 
Reykjavík Art Museum

Listasafn Íslands 
National Gallery of Iceland

The Mosaic Project 
Terri Lyne Carrington  
ásamt sjö manna djassbandi
Terri Lyne Carrington & a jazz band of 7

Play 
Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui &  
Shantala Shivalingappa

Hátindar á ferli Helga 
San Francisco ballettinn 
Helgi Tomasson’s Homecoming 
San Francisco Ballet

UR_ 
Ópera eftir  
Önnu Þor valds  dóttur 
Opera by Anna Þorvaldsdóttir

Mistakasaga mannkyns 

The Epic Saga  
of Mankind’s Mistakes 

5. júní, kl. 20:00 
@ Harpa, Eldborg 

Austurbakki 2, 101 Rvk. 

5 June, 8:00 pm  
@ Harpa, Eldborg 

kr. 6.900—7.900 

31. maí, kl. 19:30 
@ Þjóðleikhúsið, 
Stóra sviðið 

Hverfisgötu 19, 101 Rvk. 

31 May, 7:30 pm  
@ National Theatre of 
Iceland 

kr. 5.500 

28. maí, kl. 20:00 
29. maí, kl. 14:00 
29. maí, kl. 20:00 
30. maí, kl. 20:00 
31. maí, kl. 20:00 
@ Harpa, Eldborg 

Austurbakki 2, 101 Rvk.

28 May, 8:00 pm 
29 May, 2:00 pm 
29 May, 8:00 pm 
30 May, 8:00 pm 
31 May, 8:00 pm  
@ Harpa, Eldborg 

kr. 5.500—12.900 

4. júní, kl. 20:00 
@ Harpa, Norðurljós 

Austurbakki 2, 101 Rvk. 

4 June, 8:00 pm  
@ Harpa, Norðurljós 

kr. 5.500 

2. júní, kl. 20:00 
@ Gamla bíó 

Ingólfsstræti 2a, 101 Rvk. 

2 June, 8:00 pm  
@ Gamla bíó 

kr. 4.400— 5.500 

Flâneur 
Sara Björnsdóttir 

27. maí, kl. 20:00 
27. maí—21. ágúst 
@ Gerðarsafn 
 

Hamraborg 2, 200 Kóp.

27 May, 8:00 pm  
27 May—21 August 
@ Kópavogur  
Art Museum 

  

Lucrezia 
Symphonia Angelica

26. maí, kl. 20:00 
@ Guðríðarkirkja 

Kirkjustétt 8, 113 Rvk. 

26 May, 8:00 pm  
@ Guðríðarkirkja 

kr. 4.700 

Blóðhófnir 
Tónlistarhópurinn Umbra 
Bloodhoof 
Umbra Ensemble

Transcendence 
Hildur Yeoman 

1. júní, kl. 20:30 
@ Tjarnarbíó 

Tjarnargata 12, 101 Rvk.

1 June, 8:30 pm  
@ Tjarnarbíó Theatre 

kr. 4.400 

3. júní, kl. 20:00 
@ Lækningaminja
safn Íslands 

Neströð, 170 Seltjarnarn.

3 June, 8:00 pm  
@ Lækningaminja
safn Íslands 

  

Húsgafl og port  
við Hljómalindarreit 

A Gable and a Yard 
Þórdís Erla Zoëga & Arnór Kári Egilsson

5. júní, kl. 16:00 
@ Hljómalindarreitur 

Smiðjustígur, 101 Rvk.

5 June, 4:00 pm  
@ Hljómalindarreitur 

  

www.listahatid.is  

Nánari upplýsingar um alla dagskrá 
Listahátíðar má finna á vefsíðu sem og  
í glæsilegum 40 síðna bæklingi en hann má 
nálgast á skrifstofu hátíðarinnar

For detailed information on this year’s 
programme, please pick up our 40-page 
catalogue at the Festival offices or visit  
our website.  

 

CalmusWaves 
Dansverk samið í rauntíma
A dance piece created in real time

26. maí, kl. 21:00 
@ Borgarleikhúsið, 
Nýja sviðið 

Listabraut 3, 103 Rvk.

26 May, 9:00 pm  
@ Reykjavík City 
Theatre 

kr. 2.900 

Phoenix Reykjavík Edition 
eftir Wunderland 
By Wunderland

22. maí — 5. júní 
kl. 14:30—16:30 
Mið. til Sun. 
@ Snarfarahöfn 

Elliðavogur, 104 Rvk.

22 May—5 June 
2:30—4:30 pm  
Wed. to Sun. 
@ Snarfarahöfn 

kr. 2.500 
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kr. 4.700 

Jaðarber Got hæfileikar 
#winninglistahatid  
#jaðarbergothæfileikar

22. maí, kl. 20:00 
@ Mengi 

Óðinsgata 2, 101 Rvk. 

22 May, 8:00 pm  
@ Mengi 

kr. 3.000 

Persóna 
Íslenski dansflokkurinn 
Persona 
Iceland Dance Company

22. maí, kl. 20:00 
@ Borgarleikhúsið, 
Nýja sviðið 

Listabraut 3, 103 Rvk.

22 May, 8:00 pm  
@ Reykjavík City 
Theatre 

kr. 4.900 

The Weather Diaries 
Sýningar, smiðjur, spjall & spuni 
Exhibitions workshops, talks & music

Prjónað í takt!  
22. maí, kl. 16:00 

Sögur úr norðri 
28. maí, kl. 13:00 
29. maí, kl. 11:00 

Sköpunarkraftur úr 
Norður–Atlantshafi 
3. júní, kl. 16:00 

Drekar og loðlingar 
3. júní, kl. 17:00 

Tónlistargjörningur 
3. júní, kl. 18:00 

@ Norræna húsið 

Sturlugata 5, 101 Rvk.

Rhythm Knitting! 
22 May, 4:00 pm  

Stories from the North 
28 May, 1:00 pm 
29 May, 11:00 am 

The North Atlantic:  
Fearless Creativity 
3 June, 4:00 pm 

Dragons and Furlings 
3 June, 5:00 pm 

Music performance 
3 June, 6:00 pm 

@ The Nordic House 

  Sími látins manns 
eftir Söruh Ruhl 
Dead Man’s Cell Phone 
by Sarah Ruhl

23.—24. maí, kl. 20:30 
3.—4. júní, kl. 20:30 
@ Tjarnarbíó 

Tjarnargata 12, 101 Rvk.

23—24 May, 8:30 pm  
3—4 June, 8:30 pm  
@ Tjarnarbíó 

kr. 4.400 

Ashkenazy 
með Sinfóníuhljómsveit Íslands 
& Jean–Efflam Bavouzet
with the Iceland Symphony Orchestra

25. maí, kl. 19:30 
@ Harpa, Eldborg 

Austurbakki 2, 101 Rvk. 

25 May, 7:30 pm  
@ Harpa, Eldborg 

kr. 2.400— 6.900 

Listasafn Reykjavíkur 
Reykjavík Art Museum

Listasafn Íslands 
National Gallery of Iceland

The Mosaic Project 
Terri Lyne Carrington  
ásamt sjö manna djassbandi
Terri Lyne Carrington & a jazz band of 7

Play 
Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui &  
Shantala Shivalingappa

Hátindar á ferli Helga 
San Francisco ballettinn 
Helgi Tomasson’s Homecoming 
San Francisco Ballet

UR_ 
Ópera eftir  
Önnu Þor valds  dóttur 
Opera by Anna Þorvaldsdóttir

Mistakasaga mannkyns 

The Epic Saga  
of Mankind’s Mistakes 

5. júní, kl. 20:00 
@ Harpa, Eldborg 

Austurbakki 2, 101 Rvk. 

5 June, 8:00 pm  
@ Harpa, Eldborg 

kr. 6.900—7.900 

31. maí, kl. 19:30 
@ Þjóðleikhúsið, 
Stóra sviðið 

Hverfisgötu 19, 101 Rvk. 

31 May, 7:30 pm  
@ National Theatre of 
Iceland 

kr. 5.500 

28. maí, kl. 20:00 
29. maí, kl. 14:00 
29. maí, kl. 20:00 
30. maí, kl. 20:00 
31. maí, kl. 20:00 
@ Harpa, Eldborg 

Austurbakki 2, 101 Rvk.

28 May, 8:00 pm 
29 May, 2:00 pm 
29 May, 8:00 pm 
30 May, 8:00 pm 
31 May, 8:00 pm  
@ Harpa, Eldborg 

kr. 5.500—12.900 

4. júní, kl. 20:00 
@ Harpa, Norðurljós 

Austurbakki 2, 101 Rvk. 

4 June, 8:00 pm  
@ Harpa, Norðurljós 

kr. 5.500 

2. júní, kl. 20:00 
@ Gamla bíó 

Ingólfsstræti 2a, 101 Rvk. 

2 June, 8:00 pm  
@ Gamla bíó 

kr. 4.400— 5.500 

Flâneur 
Sara Björnsdóttir 

27. maí, kl. 20:00 
27. maí—21. ágúst 
@ Gerðarsafn 
 

Hamraborg 2, 200 Kóp.

27 May, 8:00 pm  
27 May—21 August 
@ Kópavogur  
Art Museum 

  

Lucrezia 
Symphonia Angelica

26. maí, kl. 20:00 
@ Guðríðarkirkja 

Kirkjustétt 8, 113 Rvk. 

26 May, 8:00 pm  
@ Guðríðarkirkja 

kr. 4.700 

Blóðhófnir 
Tónlistarhópurinn Umbra 
Bloodhoof 
Umbra Ensemble

Transcendence 
Hildur Yeoman 

1. júní, kl. 20:30 
@ Tjarnarbíó 

Tjarnargata 12, 101 Rvk.

1 June, 8:30 pm  
@ Tjarnarbíó Theatre 

kr. 4.400 

3. júní, kl. 20:00 
@ Lækningaminja
safn Íslands 

Neströð, 170 Seltjarnarn.

3 June, 8:00 pm  
@ Lækningaminja
safn Íslands 

  

Húsgafl og port  
við Hljómalindarreit 

A Gable and a Yard 
Þórdís Erla Zoëga & Arnór Kári Egilsson

5. júní, kl. 16:00 
@ Hljómalindarreitur 

Smiðjustígur, 101 Rvk.

5 June, 4:00 pm  
@ Hljómalindarreitur 

  

www.listahatid.is  

Nánari upplýsingar um alla dagskrá 
Listahátíðar má finna á vefsíðu sem og  
í glæsilegum 40 síðna bæklingi en hann má 
nálgast á skrifstofu hátíðarinnar

For detailed information on this year’s 
programme, please pick up our 40-page 
catalogue at the Festival offices or visit  
our website.  

 

CalmusWaves 
Dansverk samið í rauntíma
A dance piece created in real time

26. maí, kl. 21:00 
@ Borgarleikhúsið, 
Nýja sviðið 

Listabraut 3, 103 Rvk.

26 May, 9:00 pm  
@ Reykjavík City 
Theatre 

kr. 2.900 

Phoenix Reykjavík Edition 
eftir Wunderland 
By Wunderland

22. maí — 5. júní 
kl. 14:30—16:30 
Mið. til Sun. 
@ Snarfarahöfn 

Elliðavogur, 104 Rvk.

22 May—5 June 
2:30—4:30 pm  
Wed. to Sun. 
@ Snarfarahöfn 

kr. 2.500 
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One of the most intriguing events in 
the 2016 Reykjavík Arts Festival pro-
gramme is an interactive performance 
by the Wunderland group. Entitled 
“Phoenix,” the event is the third of its 
kind, and promises an immersive ex-
perience as participants take a guided 
walk along Reykjavík’s harbour, en-
countering performers and specially 
created environments. We caught up 
with Gunnar and Mette, two of the peo-
ple behind the event, to find out more.

Phoenix seems like an interesting 
cross-breed of interactive experience, 
theatre, installation and performance. 
How does it touch on these different 
areas? 
Phoenix plays with all your senses. 
Each guest goes through their own 
personal adventure, alone, meeting 
and interacting with performers in 
some places, and listening to sounds 
and words in others. They wander 
through an urban landscape of desert-
ed cars, boats, a tent and a structure 
made of things found at the harbour. 
You could call it an interactive, sen-
sory performance; but you could call it 
a concert walk, poetry walk or a living 
installation, too.

Reykjavík, and Iceland generally, are 
quite immersive environments. Does 
it help to have this kind of canvas on 
which to create a piece like this?
Definitely. Phoenix adapts to its sur-
rounding and changes accordingly. So 
the nature and the location of Snarfar-
ahöfn harbour—the urban landscape, 
the boat community, the industrial 
background and impressive view to the 
mountains all shaped the performance.

Do you train your mind to notice things 
differently when designing such a piece?
Yes, I would say so. Phoenix is made by 

artists working in the Denmark-based 
performing arts initiator, Wunder-
land. It was founded by Mette Aakjær, 
who has a background in physical the-
atre and dance. Mette shaped the basic 
idea and concept for the performance, 
and from that foundation, the art-
work is shaped by a collective process. 
All the artists invited are trained to 
heighten their awareness of reality—
many have movement training, and all 
have a very sensory approach.

What are some of the memorable 
sensory experiences that became key 
to this edition of Phoenix?  
Speaking for just a few of us, key sen-
sory experiences were: the sound of the 
birds and the long, dry grass, blending 
with the sound of the machines of the 
industrial harbour and the wind from 
the mountains. The boats on land, 
looking like they’re floating over the 
ground, or perhaps longing for the sea. 
The strong sense of a community.

How many people will be able to pass 
through this work in the time it's in 
Reykjavík? 
If all time slots are filled, there are 
about 300 that can take the journey. 
People enter one at a time, every eight 
minutes, and each individual journey 
is around 90 minutes. 

Do you have a message for someone 
who might be considering signing up to 
experience Phoenix? 
During the past three editions, the 
guests have spread the word to their 
friends, until the last days have always 
been sold out. So our best advice is to 
book early.

Book your spot at midi.is.

The Known Unknown
Wunderland invite you to step into 
a strange but familiar world.
Words by JOHN ROGERS

Gerður Kristný Guðjónsdóttir, usually 
known more simply as Gerður Kristný, 
is one of Iceland’s most notable poets, 
well-known both at home and abroad. 
She represented Iceland at the Poetry 
Olympics in London in 2012 and was 
selected as writer-in-residence at the 
International Writing Program at the 
University of Iowa. 
 Although she has authored nine-
teen books of poetry, fiction, and 
children’s writing, she is perhaps 
best known as a poet due to her 2010 
book ‘Blóðhófnir’. It won the Icelan-

dic Literary Prize, was nominated for 
the Nordic Literature Prize, and was 
published in English as ‘Bloodhoof’ 
in 2012 by Old Norse scholar and Ice-
landic translator Rory McTurk. If only 
one poet was being included as a major 
part in the Reykjavík Arts Festival, it’s 
no surprise that it should be her.

The giantess speaks
Umbra Ensemble will debut a perfor-
mance adapted from ‘Bloodhoof’ at the 
Reykjavík Arts Festival, with music 

composed by Kristín Þóra Haraldsdót-
tir and movement choreographed by 
Saga Sigurðardóttir. The poem is a re-
evaluation of an Old Norse poem from 
the Edda, in which the giantess (and 
author’s namesake) Gerður is abduct-
ed and forced to marry the god Freyr. 
The original poem, “Skírnismál,” is 
framed around the journey of the ser-
vant who fetches the woman, while 
this contemporary retelling is from 
Gerður’s perspective. 
 Because the stanzas in the original 
Eddic poems are divided into speaking 
parts between the characters, some 
medieval scholars believe they were 
originally performed dramatically 
rather than simply read aloud. This 
creates an interesting precedent for 
this new staging. In one sense, it will 
be the newest edition in a sequence of 
creative reinterpretations of the origi-
nal poem, but in another sense it will 
be closer to its original form than the 
preserved “Skírnismál” itself.

Poetic Olympians
If you’d like your kids to have a shot at 
the Poetry Olympics or the Iowa Writ-
ers Workshop, you’re in luck. Gerður 
will be conducting two creative writ-
ing workshops for kids ages 9-14, cen-
tered around ‘The Weather Diaries’, 
the current art installation by Cooper 
& Gorfer at the Nordic House. The ex-
hibit itself is also a reimagining of the 
shared culture and geography of Ice-
land, Greenland, and the Faroes. This 
hypnotic and fantastical atmosphere, 
and its emphasis on reimagining, is 
the creative jumping-off point for the 
children’s writing.

Register your little ones for the work-
shops on the 28th and 29th of May on 
the Nordic House's website. And don’t 
miss the only performance of ‘Bloodhoof’ 
on June 1st—tickets are still available 
through Midi.is. 

Giants And 
Children
Gerður Kristný at the 
Reykjavík Arts Festival
Words by GRAYSON DEL FARO



The Reykjavík Arts Festival is a breath of fresh summer 
air to the city’s cultural scene, bringing together a rich 
mix of local and imported art, dance and theatre each 
May. The programme positively bulges with openings, 
performances and events, and it can all blow by very 
quickly—so here’s our team’s quick ‘n’ dirty guide to ten 

events you shouldn’t miss.

May 21 —  FlexN
This festival opens with an energetic performance from 
this troupe of 15 dancers, who combine different styles, 
from Brooklyn to Jamaica, into a fluid, expressive take on 

street dance. JR
Brim, 20:00, Price: 5.500 ISK.

May 21-June 5 — Phoenix
Some artwork aims to extend the attendee’s role from pas-
sive viewer to an active participant. The Reykjavík edition of 
Phoenix, by the Wunderkind group, promises to provide an 
interactive sensory experience using guides and technol-
ogy to walk people through an immersive living artwork. JR
Snarfarahöfn, Elliðavogi, 14:30-16:30, Price: 2.500 ISK (book in 

advance)

May 21 — Shift 
I always describe abstract painting vs. representational 
painting as similar to poetry vs. prose: with the former of 
each, you don’t have to worry about following the plot as 
much as enjoying the ride. So, as poetry is defined as much 
by its white spaces as words, so too are the mysteriously 
monochromatic paintings in Hulda Stefánsdóttir’s new ex-

hibition, ‘Shift’. Give your art-muscles a little flex. GDF

May 21 — The Inner 
Life of a Hay Bale

This exhibit promises to explore the microcosmic world of 
life forms coexisting within bales of hay. The artist does 
so through the familiar mediums of drawing and sculp-
ture. What’s more, however, she also includes one of the art 
forms most often overlooked and underrated in “high art”: 
animation. This will be nothing like a Saturday morning 

cartoon. GDF

May 22 — Rhythm Knitting
Steinunn Sigurðardóttir, the cover star of our Artsfest is-
sue, takes knitting practise to places you might not expect. 
This workshop, made in collaboration with Sugarcubes 
drummer Sigtryggur Baldursson, focuses on the rhythmic 
nature of knitting, and promises to expand your idea of 
what knitting can be, whether you’re a beginner or an ex-

pert. JR
The Nordic House, 16:00-19:00, free (book in advance)

May 22 — Cello, My 
Heart’s Barometer 

Whether giving up on your childhood cello lessons is your 
life’s great regret or you can’t honestly remember what a 
cello sounds like: it’s time you listen to some more cello. If 
you appreciate the sombre, emotive tones a single cello can 
produce, multiply it by nine and add a singer to get some 
glimpse of the deep, auditory beauty of this performance. 

GDF
Laugarneskirkja, 16:00, Price: 4.700 ISK.

May 23-June 4 — 
Dead Man's Cellphone 

This play by Sarah Ruhl is her first to be performed on Ice-
landic soil, and has been translated into Icelandic especially 
for the occasion. The premise begins simply enough—with 
a stranger answering an annoying ringing cellphone, left 
on the table next to them. But where it goes from there… 

well. You’ll find out. If you speak Icelandic. JR
Tjarnarbíó, 20:30, Price: 4.400 ISK.

June 2 — Epic Saga of 
Mankind’s Mistakes

Not shying away from the big issues, this work of music and 
poetry by Hallveig Rúnarsdóttir, Erpur Eyvindarson, Hil-
mar Örn Hilmarsson and Bjarni Frímann Bjarnason seeks 
to examine human progress on a grand scale. I’d bring your 

own popcorn. JR
Gamla bíó, 20:00, 4.500-5.500 ISK

June 4 — UR_ 
Anna Þorvaldsdóttir’s chamber opera took two years to de-
velop, in Greenland, Iceland, Norway and Germany. Now, it 
comes to one of these homes for an Icelandic premiere at 
Harpa. We’re promised a grand audio-visual construction 
that uses mankind’s relentless need to search as a launch-

pad. JR
Harpa Norðurljós, 20:00, Price: 5.500 ISK

June 5 — The Mosaic Project
Terri Lyne Carrington is one of the world’s leading jazz 
drummers, and a triple Grammy winner. She’ll play Harpa 
with a specially-assembled seven-part band. What more do 

you need to know? See you there! JR
Harpa Eldborg, 20:00, Price: 6.900-7.900 ISK

Picks by John Rogers (JR) & Grayson Del Faro (GDF).

RHYTHM KNITTING

CELLO, MY HEART'S BAROMETER

DEAD MAN'S CELLPHONE

THE INNER LIFE OF A HAY BALE

SHIFT

UR

Fancy:
Grapevine’s Picks 

From The 2016 
Reykjavík Arts Festival
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–  Visit our stores:  Skólavörðustígur & Kringlan, Reykjavík. Hafnarstræti, Akureyri. Geysir, Haukadalur. geysir.com  –
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Venue Finder 
Music & Entertainment

Museums & Galleries

6 7 8 9

Austur

Austurstræti 7 D3

B5

Bankastræti 5 E4

Bar 11

Hverfisgata 18 E5

Bar Ananas

Klappastígur 28 E5

Bíó Paradís 

Hverfisgata 54 E5 

Bjarni Fel 

Austurstræti 20 E4

Bravó

Laugavegur 22 E5

Boston

Laugavegur 28b E5

Bunk

Laugavegur 28 E5

Café Rósenberg

Klapparstígur 25 E5

Coocoo's Nest

Grandagarður 23 B2 

Den Danske Kro

Ingólfsstræti 3 E4 

Dillon

Laugavegur 30 E5

Dubliner 

Naustin 1-3 D3 

Dúfnhólar 10

Hafnarstræti 18 D3 

English Pub

Austurstræti 12 D3

Gaukurinn 

Tryggvagata 22 D3

Hressó

Austurstræti 20 D3

Húrra 

Naustin                         D3

Kex Hostel

Skúlagata 28 E7

Kaffibarinn

Bergstaðastræti 1 E4

Kaffi Vínyl

Hverfisgatur 76 E6

Kaldi Bar

Laugavegur 20b E5

Kiki Queer Bar

Laugavegur 22 E5

Lavabarinn

Lækjargata 6 E4

Loft Hostel

Bankastræti 7 E4

Paloma

Naustin  
D3 

Prikið

ART67
Laugavegur 67   F7
Open 09-21
aurorareykjavik.is

ASÍ Art Gallery
Freyjugata 41   G6
Open Tue-Sun 13-17

listasafnasi.is
Aurora Reykjavík
Grandagarður 2   B1
Open 09-21

Ásgrimur Jónsson 
Museum
Bergstaðastræti 74 G4
Mon-Fri through Sep 1

Better Weather 
Window Gallery
Laugavegur 41 E6
windandweather.is 

The Einar Jónsson  
Museum
Eiriksgata   G5
Tue–Sun 14–17
skulptur.is   

Ekkisens
Bergstaðastræti 25b  F4

Gallerí List
Skipholt 50A   H10
M-F 11-18, Sat 11-16 
gallerilist.is

Hafnarborg
Strandgata 34, Haf-
narfjörður
hafnarborg.is

Hannesarholt 
Grundarstígur 10   F4
hannesarholt.is

Hitt Húsið - Gallery 
Tukt
Pósthússtræti 3-5   D4
hitthusid.is

Hverfisgallerí 
Hverfisgata 4 D4
hverfisgalleri.is  i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16   D3
Tue–Fri 11–17 / Sat 13–17 
and by appointment. i8.is

The Icelandic 
Phallological Museum
Laugavegur 116   F8
phallus.is

Kirsuberjatréð
Vesturgata 4  D3
kirs.is  

Mengi
Óðinsgata 2   F5
mengi.net

Mokka Kaffi
Skólavörðustígur 3A E5
mokka.is

The National Gallery 
of Iceland
Fríkirkjuvegur 7   F3
Tue–Sun 11–17
listasafn.is

The National Museum
Suðurgata 41   G2
Open daily 10–17
natmus.is

The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5   H2
Mon–Sun 11–17
nordice.is

Reykjavík Art Gallery
Skúlagata 30   E7
Tue-Sun 14–18

Reykjavík Art Museum 
- Hafnarhús 
Tryggvagata 17   D3
Open 10-17
Thursday 10-20

Kjarvalsstaðir
Flókagata 24   H8
Open 10-17

Ásmundarsafn
Sigtún
Open 10-17
listasafnreykjavikur.is

Reykjavík City Library
Tryggvagata 15   D3
borgarbokasafn.is

Reykjavík City 
Museum - Árbæjarsafn
Kistuhylur 4 
Daily tours at 13

The Settlement 
Exhibition
Aðalstræti 17   D3
Open daily 9–20

Reykjavík Maritime 
Museum
Grandagarður 8   B2
Open daily 10-17

Reykjavík Museum of 
Photography
Tryggvagata 15   D3
Mon-Thur 12–19 / Fri 12-
18 / Sat–Sun 13–17 

Viðey Island
Ferry from Skarfabakki 
Harbour, Sat-Sun only
videy.com 

Saga Museum
Grandagarður 2   B2
sagamuseum.is

Sigurjón Ólafsson 
Museum
Laugarnestangi 70
lso.is

SÍM
Hafnarstræti 16 D3
Mon-Fri 10-16
sim.is

Sólon Bistro
Bankastræti 7a E4
Mon-Thu 11-23:30
Fri-Sat 11-01
Sun 11-23

Spark Design Space
Klapparstígur 33 E5
M-Fri 12-18, Sat 12-16
sparkdesignspace.com

Tveir Hrafnar 
Baldursgata 12   G4
Thu-Fri 12-17, Sat 13-16
tveirhrafnar.is  

Wind & Weather 
Gallery
Hverfisgata 37 E5
windandweather.is

New In Town

E
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Borðið
Ægisiða 123
Borðið (The Table) is run by four friends who want to offer locals and pass-
ersby a place to meet up in the neighbourhood. Their main courses are dinner 
courses but they also offer a wide selection of pastries and freshly baked 
bread. They've recently opened their doors to the public and are open on 
weekdays from 16:00 to 20:00 and on Saturdays from 11:00 to 16:00. 

G

In Kraum you will 
find carefully 

selected products 
from over 100 

Icelandic designers

WWelcome to our 
new location in 
Bankastræti 7!

Bankastræti 7  -  kraum.is

09:00–18:00. Stamps are also sold at book-
stores, gas stations, tourist shops and some 
grocery stores.

Public Phones

 There aren’t many public payphones 
in the city centre. The tourist infor-
mation centre at Aðalstræti 2, City 

Hall, Kolaportið, entrance at Landsbankinn 
and in Lækjargata. Prepaid international phone 
cards are recommended for int’l callers.

Internet Access

 Most cafés offer free wireless 
internet access. Computers with 
internet connections are avail-

able to use at:
Ráðhúskaffi City Hall, Tjarnargata 11
Ground Zero, Frakkastígur 8, near 
Laugavegur 45, 
The Reykjavík City Library, Tryggvagata 15
The National and University Library, Arn-
grímsgata 3
Tourist Information Centre, Aðalstræti 2
Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2
Reykjavík Backpackers, Laugavegur 28

Swimming Pools 

 There are several swimming 
pools in Reykjavík. The one in 101 
Reykjavík, Sundhöll Reykjavíkur, is 

an indoor one, located at Barónsstígur. It 
features a nice sunbathing area and some 
outdoor hot tubs. Opening hours: Mon-Thu 
from 06:30–22:00, Fri from 06:30–20:00, 
Sat from 08:00–16:00 and Sun from 
10:00–18:00. 

Public Toilets

 Public toilets in the centre can be 
found inside the green-poster cov-
ered towers located, for example, at 

Hlemmur, Ingólfstortorg, by Hallgrímskirkja, 
by Reykjavík Art Museum, Lækjargata and by 
Eymundsson on Skólavörðustígur. Toilets can 
also be found inside the Reykjavík City Hall 
and the Reykjavík Library.

F

FACEBOOK!
DON’T LOVE US ON 

!
LIKE US IN  

LIFE
www.thelaundromatcafe.com

PLEASE

H

B Æ N D A M A R K A Ð U R

local food
fine import

Ó ÐI N S G ATA  8 B
L AU G A L Æ K U R  6
www.f rulauga .is
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Hrím
Laugavegur 25
Unlike other design shops in town, this one 
goes beyond the local borders to bring some 
of the most innovative and stylish creations 
from designers around the world. 
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Aurum
Bankastræti 4
Guðbjörg Kristín Ingvarsdóttir’s nature-
inspired designs are a breath of fresh air and
a celebrated stalwart of Icelandic design. Her 
jewellery-cum-concept store offers stunning
accessories for both us and our homes.

 12 

Tulipop Iceland 
Fiskislóð 31 
Welcome to the world of Wiggly, Bubble 
and Monsieur Bubbi! This is the office and 
showroom of the popular Icelandic design 
store Tulipop, a concept created by Signý 
Kolbeinsdóttir and Helga Árnadóttir.

Shopping





Music
How to use the listings:

Events listed are all live 
performancesand DJs. Venues are 
listed by day. For complete listings 
and detailed information on venues 
visit grapevine.is/happening. Send 
your listings to: listings@grapevine.
is.

Friday May 20

Today's highlight:

Hjörtur Stephenssen / Einar Scheving 
/ Leifur Gunnarsson
Enjoy a beer at the beer garden while 
listening to these three amazing jazz 
musicians.
21:00 Bjórgarðurinn

Concerts:

Troubadours Magnús & Ívar 
troubadour
22:00 American Bar
Sleeping minds  rock
22:00  Bar 11
Bræðrabandið & Dos Sardinas folk
21:00  Café Rosenberg
Itcom rock
22:00  Dillon
Emilíana Torrini and the Iceland 
Symphony pop
20:00 Harpa
Gangly / Auður / Ultraorthodox 
electronic
21:00 Húrra
Rythmatík - video premiere and 
concert electronic
20:00 Loft Hostel
Fusion Groove Orchestra electronic
21:00 Prikið
Krystal Carma electronic
21:00 Stofan

DJs:

00:00  DJ André Ramirez American Bar
21:00  DJ Styrmir Dansson Bar Ananas
21:00  DJ Ísar Logi Boston
21:00  DJ Óli Dóri Bravó
00:00  DJ Jóhann Valur Dúfnahólar 10
21:00  DJ Ingibjörg Hverfisgata 12
22:00  DJ Sunsura Prikið
22:00  Steindór / BLKPRTY Tívolí

Saturday May 21

Today's highlight:

Kristín Anna
Kristín Anna (aka Kría Brekkan and the 
front person of Múm) is a vocalist and 
multi-instrumentalist. She will perform 
new material from her album 'Howl'. 
Admission is 2,000 ISK.
21:00 Mengi

Concerts:

Leiksvið fáranleikans / Dauðyfli / 
Kuml   rock
22:00  Bar 11
Bb duo   jazz
21:00  Bjórgarðurinn
Pálmi Sigurhjartar    folk
21:00  Café Rosenberg
Fivebellies   rock
21:00  Dillon
Adore / Repel-Casio Fatso   rock
21:00  Gaukurinn
Prince Tribute Show   pop
20:00  Harpa
Pearls of Icelandic Song
17:00  Harpa
Dimma all-ages   rock
17:00  Húrra
Dimma   rock
21:00  Húrra
Troubadours Siggi Þorbergs & Birkir 
troubadour
21:00  American Bar
Mosi Frændi dance
20:00  Stúdentakjallarinn
RVK DNB / IntroBeats & Occulus  
dance
23:00  Paloma
Penn State Glee Club classical
17:00  Húsavíkurkirkja
Guðríðhátíð Söngfjelagsins folk
13:00  Læknaminjasafninu, Seltjarnarnesi
Jom Comyn (CA) / Árni V / Markús 
20:00 Reykjavík Roasters

DJs:

21:00  DJ Janus Bar Ananas
21:00  DJ Eyfjörð Boston
21:00  DJ Silja Glømmi Bravó
21:00  DJ Davíð Roach Hverfisgata 12

21:00  Lóan Prikið
00:00  Dj Bogi American Bar
21:00  Sunna Ben Dúfnahólar 10
21:00  Sexítæm VS. Kanilsnældur Tívolí

Sunday May 22

Today's highlight:

Jom Comyn (CA) / Árni V / Markús 
Jom Comyn, with his signature baritone 
voice, performs live at KEX Hostel with 
Árni V and Markús.
20:00 KEX Hostel: Gym & Tonic

Concerts:

Anniversary Concert - Skólakór 
Kársness classical
14:00  Harpa
Pearls of Icelandic Song folk
17:00  Harpa
Homey Sunday 
13:00 KEX Hostel
Alexander Aron troubadour
21:00 American Bar

Penn State Glee Club classical
11:00 Akureyrarkirkja

DJs:

21:00  Lamp Vader: Vinyl Sunday Bravo
21:00  Lowercase Prikið

Monday May 23

Today's highlight:

Mánudjass // Monjazz 
Every Monday night, Húrra puts on a 
free jazz night, and this Monday is no 
different.
21:00 Húrra

Concerts:

Kristín birna jazz band jazz 
21:00 Café Rosenberg
Troubadour Ellert troubadour 
21:00 American bar
FÍH Big band concert jazz 
21:00 Loft Hostel

WAR
IS

OVER!
IF YOU WANT IT

Happy Christmas from John & Yoko 
(and The Laundromat Cafe)

YES, IT IS TRUE!

 Picker Of The Issue 

Herra Hnetusmjör
Herra Hnetusmjör (Sir Peanut Butter) is an Icelandic rapper 
famous for his white T-shirts, gold chains and selfies. His 
first album 'Flottur Strákur' (“Cool Kid ”) was released in late 
2015, and his second album 'BomberBois', which he created in 
collaboration with beatmaker Joe Frazier, was released earlier 
this year. The duo has been collaborating since they discov-
ered they were the “rap game Simon and Grafunkel.” In sum-
mer 2015, Herra Hnetusmjör performed at Secret Solstice and 
AK Extreme, and opened for Rae Sremmurd. Catch him at Se-
cret Solstice this June! HBG

Herra Hnetusmjör's's picks are marked with 

Concerts & Nightlife Listings
May 20 - June 2

 Electric Relaxation 
Gangly / Auður / Ultraorthadox
May 20, 21:00 at Húrra, Naustin (D3) Admission: 1,500 ISK.

When the lineup at Húrra is this good, attention must be 
payed. Gangly starts the evening off with cool electronic vibes, 
followed by the sultry Auður and his smooth R&B tunes. To 
end the night we have none other than Ultraorthadox, serving 
us an electronic feast for the ears. It’s the place to be for every-
one with a thirst for music and a longing for dancing, whether 
you’re the sit-down-with-a-beer type of person or the lose-
yourself-to-the-beat type. Húrra has made it very easy for us 
to decide where and how to spend our Friday night. HBG



Melkorka Sígríður Magnúsdóttir is 
in high spirits, bounding into Kex’s 
spacious bar with characteristic 
fizzing energy. “I've just finished 
my exams in school,” she grins. “I 
called up Árni in the studio, and 
he was mixing our songs. I was so 
happy, and asked: ‘Can I come vis-
it?’ But he was like ‘Uh, maybe it’s 
not the right time...'”
 “We were listening to one weird 
little loop, over and over, fixing 
a tiny sound,” says Árni Runar 
Hlöðversson, Melkorka’s bandmate 
and producer. “I was just saving 
her from being miserable!”

 Together, the two are 
Milkywhale, an emerging Icelandic 
electronic pop band who stole the 
show at Airwaves 2015 with five 
stellar performances, from day-
time shows in cafes and hostels to 
the big stage of Harpa’s Norðurljós. 
Their formula is simple: catchy, 
high-energy pop songs, accom-
panied by Melkorka’s joyful, cel-
ebratory dancing. She’s a born 
performer, shimmying, posing, 
and bounding around as she sings, 
enjoying herself so much that it’s 
impossible not to be swept along.

Energy loop
“I got so much energy from the 
crowd at Airwaves,” says Melkorka. 
“I was amazed by the response we 
got. I went a little overboard! My 
whole body was aching after the 
first gig. It’s a little bit like going to 
gym. But when you’re on the stage, 
the show just takes over.”
 “She performs no matter how 
many people show up,” smiles Árni. 
“I’m used to feeling like the pride 
comes from how many people are 
there. But if it’s a small show, Mel-
korka does exactly the same show. 
I appreciate that so much—being 
true to the show, no matter what 
kind of crowd it is. Because people 
respond to the energy. It becomes a 
kind of feedback loop.”
 As well as generating a word-
of-mouth buzz, Milkywhale were 
one of the two Icelandic bands at 
Airwaves who were subsequently 
booked to play at the huge Roskil-

de Festival. “They booked us and 
Reykjavikurdætur,” says Melkorka, 
“so two really performative bands.”

High performance pop
The two met whilst working on 
a theatre production, winning a 
grant to develop an initial hour-
long show that straddled the line 
between theatrical performance 
and concert. “When you see a con-
cert that goes outside of the box, 
even just a tiny bit, you experience 
it in a different way,” says Árni. 
“We’re try to keep an element of 
that in the show.”
 It’s at this point that Melkorka 
drops a bombshell: Milkywhale has 
a secret third member. “My mom 
writes the lyrics,” she smiles, mis-
chievously. “She’s actually an ac-
complished writer. I think she re-
ally enjoys it.”
 “I think that’s kind of the key of 
this band,” says Árni. “Each one of 
us is going a little outside of what 
we usually do—like being a pop 
star, writing lyrics, or producing 
fully-blown pop songs. Each one 
of us has a lot of fun with it.” Mel-
korka agrees, beaming broadly, and 
finishing: “It’s so much fun. The 
most fun thing I’ve done.” 

See Milkywhale live at the Grapevine 
Happening, Húrra on June 3rd.

     LISTEN AND SHARE: gpv.is/milk

Music New Music

Sturlugata 5, 101 Reykjavík
Tel: 5517030, www.nordichouse.is

The 
Weather 
Diaries

Bibi Chemnitz / Ena Holds the Sea, 2014 © Cooper & Gorfer

Open every day from 11 am – 5 pm 
till July 5, 2016

“One of the most beautiful 
exhibitions I have seen.”

Politiken

“When you’re on the stage, the show just takes 
over. It’s the most fun thing I’ve done.”

Milkywhale 
Breach The Surface

Words JOHN ROGERS   Photos ART BICNICK
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Rúrí :  Time —Telling 

Pétur Thomsen: 
Periods / Turning Points 

OPEN  daily 12—6 pm 
FREE ADMISSION 



Tuesday May 24

Concerts:

Elín Ey soul, folk
21:00 Café Rosenberg
KEX Jazz jazz
20:30 KEX Hostel
Troubadour Biggi Sævars troubadour
21:00 American Bar
Karaoke night! dance
21:00 Gaukurinn

DJs:

21:00 DJ John Brnlv Bravó

Wednesday May 25

Concerts:

Iceland Symphony: Ashkenazy 
classical
19:30 Harpa
Reynir Snær jazz
21:00 Bjórgarðurinn
Scott Hardware & Wesen rock
21:00 Húrra
Hrafn Hrólfsson: Vinyl Wednesday 
dance
21:00 Prikið
Troubadours Siggi Þorbergs & 
Ingunn covers
21:00 American bar 

DJs:

21:00 DJ Styrmir Dansson Bravó
23:00 Dj Óli Dóri Húrra

Thursday May 26

Today's highlight:

Geimskot 
Húrra hosts a series of concerts with 
performers both starting out in the 
music scene and classic headliners.
20:00 Húrra

Concerts:

Troubadours Hreimur & Matti Matt 
covers
21:00 American Bar
Mezzoforte jazz
21:00 Café Rosenberg
Baldvin Snær Tríó jazz
21:00 Bjórgarðurinn
Live Music jazz
22:00 Kaffi Slippur
Marteinn Sindri jazz
21:00 Hlemmur Square

DJs:

21:00  DJ Óli Dóri  Bravó
21:00  DJ KGB Prikið
21:00  Syrgir Digurljón Stofan
21:00  DJ Ívar Pétur Hverfisgata 12
21:00  DJ Eyfjörð Bar Ananas
21:00  Verkfall Dúfnahólar 10
  

Friday May 27

Concerts:

Sunna Gunnlaugs: Maggi Eiríks 
Tribute folk
23:00 Dillon

Stroff rock
23:00 Dillon
ADHD concert jazz
21:00 Gamla Bíó
Lucy in blue / Volcanova / Bugun / 
Churchhouse Creepers rock
21:00 Gaukurinn
Tikk Tikk Búmm musical numbers
21:00 Café Rosenberg
Troubadours Magnús & Ívar covers
21:00 American Bar

DJs:

21:00  DJ Janus Boston
21:00  DJ Mokki Hverfisgata 12
21:00  DJ Kocoon Prikið
21:00  Dj Karítas Dúfnahólar 10
21:00  DJ Davíð Roach Bar Ananas
21:00  DJ Maggi American Bar

Saturday May 28

Today's highlight:

DJ Pilsner & Sunna Ben
End your Saturday night at Tívolí, where 
the drinks are cold and the music is hot.
21:00 Tívolí

Concerts:

Dýrðin  rock
22:00  Bar 11

Latin Laugardagur with Kristofer 
Rodrigues  latin
21:00  Bjórgarðurinn
KK og Maggi  folk
21:00  Café Rosenberg
Jeff Brown  rock
21:00  Dillon
Narthraal / Grave Superior / Úlfúð
rock
21:00 Gaukurinn
Valdimar rock
21:00 Húrra
Troubadours Siggi Þorbergs &  Birkir 
covers
21:00 American Bar
Babies rock
20:00 Loft  

DJs:

21:00  DJ Sunnan the Lamb Boston
21:00 DJ Steindór Jónsson Bravó
23:00 DJ Simon  Húrra
22:00 DJ Byssukisi  Hverfisgata 12
21:00 Fames & Logi Pedro Prikið
22:00 DJ André Ramirez American Bar

Sunday May 29

Concerts:

Pearls of Icelandic Song classical 

 Concerts & Nightlife Listings
May 20 - June 2

It's Getting (Relatively) 
Hot In Here
Summer Party feat. Babies
May 28, 20:00 at Loft, Bankastræti 7 (E4). Admission: Free

It may be wishful thinking, but technically summer is upon us 
(just don’t check the actual temperature)! Loft commemorates 
the occasion with a party for the masses. All things summer 
will be out in full force: a grill on the balcony, and cold drinks 
aplenty. The band Babies will provide an atmosphere of 60s, 70s 
and 80s hits to keep the people working up a sweat on the dance 
floor (which may be very necessary for keeping warm if a freak 
Icelandic snowstorm decides to make a guest appearance. It’s 
happened). KR

Find today's events in Iceland! 
Download our free listings app 
- APPENING on the Apple and 
Android stores
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RESTAURANT- BAR

7.990 kr.

Vesturgata 3B | 101 Reykjavík | Tel: 551 2344 | www.tapas.is

Taste the best
of Iceland ...

... in one amazing meal
ICELANDIC GOURMET FEAST 

Starts with a shot of the infamous 
Icelandic spirit Brennívín

Followed by 7 delicious tapas 
• Smoked puffin with blueberry
 “brennivín” sauce

• Icelandic Arctic Charr with peppers-salsa

• Lobster tails baked in garlic

• Pan-fried line caught blue ling with
 lobster-sauce

• Grilled Icelandic lamb Samfaina

• Minke Whale with cranberry-sauce

And for dessert 
• White chocolate "Skyr" mousse with passion    
 fruit coulis

late night dining
Our kitchen is open
until 23:30 on weekdays
and 01:00 on weekends

17:00  Harpa
Tim Macmillan & Myrra Rós folk
20:00  Húrra
Sunday night jazz jazz
21:00  Bryggjan Brugghús

DJs:

21:00  Einar Sonic  Bravó
23:00 DJ Dorrit & Bervit Stofan

Monday May 30

Concerts:

Mummi og Alda folk  
21:00 Café Rosenberg 
Monday night jazz  jazz
21:00 Húrra  
Troubadour Ellert covers
21:00 American Bar  

Tuesday May 31

Concerts:

Havok metal
21:00 Húrra
Karaoke night dance
21:00 Gaukurinn
KEX Jazz jazz
20:30 KEX Hostel
Troubadour Biggi Sævars covers
22:00 American Bar

Wednesday June 1

Concerts:

Moses Hightower R&B 
20:00  Húrra
Tim Macmillan & Myrra Rós folk
20:00  Húrra

DJs:

21:00  Sonur Sæll Dúfnahólar 10
23:00 Beatmakin Troopa Prikið

Thursday June 2

Today's highlight:

Talos
Indie electro band Talos turns this 
Thursday night into a magical evening of 
indie music. A perfect way to kick-start 
the weekend.
21:00 Loft Hostel

Concerts:

Icelandic Music All Around mix
21:00 Gaukurinn
Hekla minimal
21:00 Hlemmur Square
Thursday live music night mix
17:00 Kaffislippur

DJs:

21:00  DJ John Brnlv  Stofan
21:00 Egill Spegill Dúfnahólar 10

Diamonds And Pearls
Prince tribute concert
May 21, 20:00 at Harpa, Austurbakki (C4), Admission: 3,900-7,900 ISK

Harpa brings together a night in honour of the man, the 
myth, the legend, the one and only, Prince. Singer and Prince 
impersonator Seth Sharp stands at the helm of this evening 
full of songs spanning the many albums and decades of the 
master’s career. The costumes, lights, and general fanfare 
will do the innovator justice. Come ready to sing and dance 
the night away in purple splendour, just the way His Royal 
Badness would have wanted it. KR

May The Best One Win
Jaðarber Got Talent
May 22, 21:00 at Mengi, Óðinsgata 2 (F5). Admission: 2,000 ISK.

Everyone loves a good friendly (and sometimes not so friendly!) 
competition, right? At Jaðarber got hæfileikar (“Jaðarber’s got 
talent”—”Jaðarber” being a pun on the words for “strawberry” 
and “periphery”), watch Tinna Þorsteinsdóttir, Grímur Helgason 
and Kristín Þóra Haraldsdóttir face off in a soulful smackdown. 
The three talented musicians will be competing in front of a 
panel of star judges at the Reykjavik Arts Festival. Only one lucky 
musician will come out on top, but who will it be? The only way 
to find out is by checking out the event live at Mengi, hosted by 
Guðmundur Felixson. IW 



Margrét Erla Maack is an anchor-
woman, entertainer and dance 
teacher. You can catch her on TV 
every day after the evening news; 
at Kamhúsið, teaching belly danc-
ing and Beyoncé dancing; and 
at Húrra, cracking up the crowd 
with Improv Iceland, or belting 
‘em out at the Hits & Tits karaoke 
nights (talk about a multitasker). 
We asked her to pick five music al-
bums that have had some kind of 
impact on her and her life.

High Fidelity Original 
Soundtrack

This might count as cheating, but 
it‘s just too brilliant to not be in-
cluded. The perfect makeout al-
bum, just make sure to skip “Let’s 
Get It On,” simply too cliché.

Glámur og Skrámur –  
Í sjöunda himni

A psychedelic children‘s album 
about two brothers who step in-

side a flying teacup, operated by 
a blue horse. They visit the coun-
tries of the rainbow and the album 
features brilliant music about 
dancing cows, a toothless king, 
and a dancing lady with uncount-
able legs. Highly recommended.

White Stripes – 
Elephant

I saw them play in NYC and after-
wards accidentally dropped into 
the best karaoke party of my life. 
There I met people who pushed me 
further and changed my life com-
pletely. When I listen to this album 
I want to reach out to my younger 
self and guide her. If it hadn‘t it 
been for this album, I‘d be an Eng-
lish teacher now.

FM Belfast – How to 
Make Friends 

This album reminds me of the 
brief, but good times in [bar] 
Karamba back in the day. Crowd-

surfing, frozen drinks, game 
nights, crowded concerts and 
great events. Summer, friends, 
happiness. It‘s the perfect sing-
along album. 

Beyoncé – Lemonade
I know it‘s a new album, but since 
I teach a dance class called Be-
yoncé-Diva Class, I am thankful 
for this album in more ways than 
one. First off, it‘s an empowering 
album if you‘ve ever been on any 
side of infidelity. It also stresses 
the fact that monogamy might be 
overrated and not for everyone. 
On a more personal and practical 
note: I was able to quit my day job 
and will spend my summer teach-
ing Beyoncé moves in bachelorette 
parties. Bey: thank you once again 
for contributing to my happiness.

     LISTEN AND SHARE: gpv.is/mokki

 Discography

“dancing cows, a toothless king, and  
a dancing lady with uncountable legs”

Margrét Erla Maack's 
Five Favorite Albums

Words HREFNA BJÖRG GYLFADÓTTIR   Photo ART BICNICK

Organic bistro
EST 2006

Tryggvagata 11,Volcano house  
Tel:511-1118

Mon-Sun 12:00-21:00
www.fishandchips.is

Fresh, original and 
modern cuisine with 
East Asian influence.

Take your taste 
buds on an 
adventurous journey.

Laugavegi 18
Nýbýlavegi 6
Bíldshöfða 2
namreykjavik.is

ArtisAn BAkery
& Coffee House
Open everyday 6.30 - 21.00 Laugavegur 36 · 101 reykjavik  
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Austurstræti 16     Tel. 551 0011    apotek.isAPOTEK KITCHEN+BAR

TRADITIONAL
ICELANDIC

SUNDAY ROAST 
with all the trimmings

TRY ICELAND’S
FAVOURITE 
SUNDAY MEAL!

SERVED EVERY SUNDAY
FROM 12:00–14:30

Only served for the whole table.

SLOW COOKED FREE RANGE
ICELANDIC LEG OF LAMB WITH
ROSEMARY AND GARLIC

Traditional “sugar glazed” potatoes
“Crispy” potatoes with rosemary and garlic
Home made red cabbage
Pan fried mixed mushrooms
Oven baked carrots
Green peas with mint
Sweet corn
Beer Hollandaise sauce
Mushroom sauce
                                       2.900 kr. per person 

 

Back in 2013, before the ticking 
time bomb of the Icelandic rap 
scene had exploded, a new band 
called Cryptochrome released 
their debut self-titled album. A 
mixture of textural electronic in-
terludes and hip-hop, it pricked up 
the ears of many 101 music scene 
insiders. 
 Now, three years later, comes 
the ambitious follow-up, ‘More 
Human’. I meet with Anik—an An-
glo-German rapper and producer, 
based in Reykjavík—and Icelandic 
vocalist Una to find them fizzing 
with excitement about the new 
material. Both come from multi-
disciplinary, creative backgrounds, 
and have been enjoying putting 
their skills to good use. 
 “It’s been really positive to gath-
er all the energy from my different 
creative outputs, and put it all into 
one project,” says Una. “It feels like 
everything I’ve done has been lead-
ing up to this—whether it’s act-
ing, design, marketing, or singing. 
When you grow up doing many 
things, it can be difficult—you hit 
a point where you feel like you’ve 
done an awful lot, but it’s scat-

tered around and doesn’t add up to 
much. But here, in this band—this 
is what I’ve been working towards. 
It all really makes sense.”
 “And the amount of enthusiasm 
that’s been accumulating is amaz-
ing,” says Anik. "People are coming 
from all over to help us, of their 
own accord. It gives us a lot of mo-
tivation and energy.”

The magic number
As well as releasing a stream of 
high-quality videos in 2016, Cryp-
tochrome have recently welcomed 
a new member in Leigh Lawson, a 
producer who worked on the debut 
LP. “When we were making the 
first album we were playing with 
beats and sourcing sounds from 
everywhere,” says Anik. “We went 
to Leigh’s studio in Kent to mix 
and master it, and he was mind-
blown. He said, ‘This could really 
be something.’”
 Leigh duly came out to Iceland 
to work on the second album. “We 
recorded everything for ‘More Hu-
man' in six days, with his portable 
studio,” says Una. “Leigh just basi-

cally fell in love with Iceland, and 
moved out here to set up a studio."
 Anik speaks very highly of 
Leigh’s work. “The people he’s been 
working with so far—their jaws 
have dropped at what he can do,” 
he says. “Leigh is very high calibre. 
And it’s great for the band to have 
a base, to develop the live show 
and move things on."
 The proof is in the results—
Cryptochrome’s new material is a 
clear step up. The recently released 
“Crazy Little You” is an infectious 
pop song with clear hit potential.
 “We still don’t classify ourselves 
solely as pop,” says Una. “It’s elec-
tronica, too, and it has hip-hop 
elements. But we want our music 
to sound as good as commercial-
ly made pop music. It shouldn’t 
sound different if you play it after 
Beyoncé.” She stops and grins, fin-
ishing: “We want to change pop!"

See Cryptochrome play live at the 
Grapevine Happening at Húrra on June 
3rd.

     SHARE & LISTEN: gpv.is/crypt

More Human
From humble DIY roots, Cryptochrome  

aim to change the face of pop
Words JOHN ROGERS   Photo ART BICNICK
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Lækjargata 4 | 101 Reykjavík | Sími 55 10 100 | jomfruin.is
Open 11-22 every day

Open:
Mondays-Saturdays 11:30-22:30
Sundays 16:00-22:00

Now offering 
catering service!

The renowned Icelandic artist 
Þorgrímur Einarsson has a grow-
ing fan base on social media, and 
in the art world: he’s about to be 
featured in the modern art maga-
zine American Art Collector, and 
he’s been invited to exhibit his 
work abroad, including at Denver’s 
Abend Gallery.
 Þorgrímur had been composing 
and performing music his whole 
life, having studied musical com-
position at the School of Audio En-
gineering in London and the Royal 
Conservatoire in The Hague. While 
studying, Þorgrímur was sur-
rounded by friends from different 
art scenes and started painting by 
accident when one of his friends 
handed him a paintbrush and a 
canvas. “I was about thirty years 
old when I tried painting for the 
first time and I completely fell for 
it,” Þorgrímur tells me.
 

In which way are the 
two art mediums con-

nected?
 
“When I write music I get into a 
certain zone and I get the same 
feeling when I paint. People who 
listen to my music say it’s very 
visual and I do constantly listen 
to music while painting. I would 

therefore say writing music and 
painting is connected in some 
ways.”
 Þorgrímur says he drives 
around with all of his equipment 
in his car, looking for something 
beautiful or interesting. Spontane-
ously, he then pulls over and starts 
sketching. If he’s already planned 
the picture, he photographs the 
subject, picks a few photos and 
paints using them. “Creating a 
single picture can take anywhere 
from two hours up to two weeks of 
work,” Þorgrímur says.
 Þorgrímur has almost 10,000 
followers on Instagram. He says 
the number increases with the 
right use of hashtags, and each 
time someone reposts one of his 
pictures. He’s obtained many op-
portunities through the medium, 
getting messages from galleries 
and random people interested in 
his work.
 

Why do you think 
people take to your 

work?
 
“My pictures are approachable. I 
paint things from our surround-
ings we all recognize and people 
might like to see them the way I 
portray them. I paint things that 

move me. I am just lucky that peo-
ple seem to be moved by the same 
things.”
 

When did you realise 
painting was more up 

your alley?
 
“Since I was young I’ve always been 
inspired by nature and the Icelan-
dic landscape. To go out and look 
around fills you with a certain 
kind of feeling. I started painting 
the Icelandic landscape while liv-
ing abroad and something kicked 
in, a nostalgic feeling. It was the 
perfect creative outlet. It’s also dif-
ferent from writing music because 
it’s much more personal and I can 
create exactly the way that I want.”
  Having lived abroad for many 
years, Þorgrímur states that he 
is happy in his current situation, 
living in Iceland and being able to 
live off of his art. He would, how-
ever, like to move further into the 
American art market, building off 
of his show in Denver. Þorgrímur 
will also exhibit new pieces from 
October 29th at Gallerí Fold.

     SHARE + MORE PICS: 
 gpv.is/thoe

The Accidental 
Painter

Þorgrímur Einarsson
Words & Photos HREFNA BJÖRG GYLFADÓTTIR



CHECK OUT THE NEW  

REYKJAVÍK CITY MUSEUM  
C OM P R I S I N G  5  TO P  MU S E U MS:

Árbær Open Air Musem

Viðey Island

Reykjavík Museum of 
Photography

Reykjavík Maritime Museum

www.reykjavikcitymuseum.is

The Settlement Exhibition

More information in the  
Museums & Galleries section.

i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16
101 Reykjavík
info@i8.is

 t: +354 551 3666
www.i8.is

BIRGIR ANDRÉSSON
INGÓLFUR ARNARSSON
MARGRÉT H. BLÖNDAL

ÓLAFUR ELÍASSON
HREINN FRIDFINNSSON

KRISTJÁN GUDMUNDSSON
SIGURDUR GUDMUNDSSON

ELÍN HANSDÓTTIR
RONI HORN

CALLUM INNES
JANICE KERBEL

RAGNAR KJARTANSSON
ALICJA KWADE
ERNESTO NETO

ARNA ÓTTARSDÓTTIR
EGGERT PÉTURSSON

RAGNA RÓBERTSDÓTTIR
KARIN SANDER

EGILL SÆBJÖRNSSON
IGNACIO URIARTE
THÓR VIGFÚSSON

LAWRENCE WEINER

Artists Represented

Art Emerging
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Kjartan Hreinsson is a photogra-
pher, collector and brandophile. 
He has caught the eyes of plenty 
with his spontaneous photography 
of everyday scenarios. He is cur-
rently working for Birtíngur pub-
lishing company and will be study-
ing graphic design this fall.

When did you start taking pictures?
I played around with photogra-
phy when I was younger but really 
started in the summer of 2013. In 
secondary school, I stopped doing 
it completely, but the interest re-
appeared with the coming of cam-
eraphones. All my photographs are 
taken on a digital point-and-shoot 
camera that follows me every-
where. I don’t limit my creativity 
to photography only, but it plays a 
major role in everything I do. I cre-
ate visuals, in any way possible.
 
What is your creative process?

Most of my photos are taken spon-
taneously. They’ve built up with 
time and reflect my main interests 
and the company I am in. I pick 
the best ones and upload them to 
Instagram and Tumblr. After a few 
months, I make a photo-zine and 
publish it myself or in collabora-
tion with bands like Sturla Atlas & 
101 Boys. I enjoy creating something 
bigger from my photographs, like 
photo-zines or posters.
 
What inspires you?
Amateurism, heavy industries, 
and big businesses. My friends, ac-
quaintances and colleagues. Motor 
sport, Subaru Impreza WRX STI, 
Hafnarfjörður and the sea.
 
What is your favourite photograph, 
by you or another photographer?

To be honest, I’m not sure. I take 
in so much photography each day, 
I can’t choose. I also don’t put too 

much thought into each and ev-
ery photo, especially not my own. 
From my own work, however, I’m 
probably the most proud of my 
newest zine, P4.
 
How is it being a photographer in 
Iceland?

It’s fun. There are so many talent-
ed people to collaborate with. I am 
quite patriotic in choosing photog-
raphy subjects and I often take pic-
tures of things that are indigenous 
Icelandic—for example, I want Ice-
landic logos to appear in my pho-
tographs. The capital area and the 
country’s landscape plays a major 
role in my photographs and is very 
dear to me.
 
Future plans?
To continue doing my thing.

     SHARE + MORE PICS: 
    gpv.is/tanman

“I am quite patriotic in choosing  
photography subjects and I often take  

pictures of things that are indigenously Icelandic”

Kjartan Hreinsson
Words & Photos HREFNA BJÖRG GYLFADÓTTIR



Suðurgata 41  
101 Reykjavík  
www.thjodminjasafn.is 
tel +354 530 22 00

Hverfisgata 15  
101 Reykjavík  
www.safnahusid.is 
tel +354 530 22  10

National Museum of Iceland  

The country’s largest 
museum of cultural  
history from settlement  
to present day.

The Culture House  

Manuscripts, fine art, natural 
specimens, curiosities and 
archeaological findings form 
the exhibition Points of View.

 National 
Museum of
 Iceland   

  The  
Culture    
House 

The exhibitions, shops and cafés are open daily 10 - 17 Closed on Mondays 16/9 – 30/4

Experience 
Icelandic Art 
and Design

Gerðarsafn -  
Kópavogur Art Museum 
Hamraborg 4, Kópavogur

Open 11–17 / Closed on Mondays

www.gerdarsafn.is

Hönnunarsafn Íslands 
/ Museum of Design 
and Applied Art
Garðatorg 1, Garðabær

Open 12–17 / Closed on Mondays

www.honnunarsafn.is

Hafnarborg 
/ The Hafnarfjordur Centre 
of Culture and Fine Art
Strandgata 34, Hafnarfjörður

Open 12–17 / Thursdays 12–21

Closed on Tuesdays

www.hafnarborg.is

Route 40 takes you to

on your way to the Blue Lagoon

KEEPERS   
Icelandic design highlights, 
from the Collection

TRIAD     
March 9th - May 29th 
Fashion design, jewellery 
design, ceramic design

Traces of Water   
May 27th – August 21th
A group exhibition by six artists 
that all work with water in their 
works. 
By Anna Rún Tryggvadóttir, 
Florence Lam, Harpa Árnadóttir, 
Hulda Stefánsdóttir, John Zurier 
and Margrét H. Blöndal. 

SARA BJÖRNSDÓTTIR: 
FLÂNEUR

Route 40

How to use the listings: 

Events are listed alphabetically. 
For complete listings and detailed 
information on venues visit 
grapevine.is/happening. Send your 
listings to: listings@grapevine.is

Opening

ART67 -‘Animals’ by Halldór 
Rúnarsson
Halldór Rúnarsson exhibits paintings 
inspired by animals and how they enjoy 
the present moment.
Opens June 1 - Runs until June 30

ASÍ Art Gallery - 'Once we were 
next door neighbours' by Hreinn 
Friðfinnsson & John Zurier
Poetics and perceptions identify the 
installations by Hreinn and the abstract 
paintings by John. They will exhibit their 
works created specially for the rooms of 
ASÍ Art Gallery as part of the Reykjavík 
Art Festival. 
Opens May 21 - Runs until June 30

Aurora Reykjavík - Sveinbjörn 
Jónsson recites Einar Ben
Admission is free.
Runs on May 22, 17:00

Edinborg Cultural Centre Ísafjörður - 
'Grettir' by the Comedytheatre
A play based on one of Iceland's most 
famous sagas.
Opens on June 1 - Runs until July 27

Einar Jónsson Museum - Polka bistro  
pop up restaurant
All the best Polish cousine in honour of 
the international food festival.
Runs on May 21 at 13:00

Gallerí Fold - Auction
Paintings by Jóhannes S. Kjarval, Svavar 
Guðnason, Erró and Steingrímur Eyfjörð 
and more will be sold. 
Runs on May 30 at 18:00

Gallerí Tukt - 'KAF' by Ynja
Runs on May 21, 16:00

Gaukurinn - 'Dragsúgar Queer 
Variety Show'
Drag queens and queer talents perform 
at this queer variety show. 1000 ISK.
Runs on May 20

Gaukurinn - 'Slam Poetry Contest'
Runs on May 26

Gaukurinn - 'BDSM'
The Icelandic BDSM organization teaches 
basic techniques and introduces the 
workings. 
Runs on May 29

Gaukurinn - 'Golden Gang stand up 
comedy'
Stand up in English, admission is free.
Runs on May 23 and 30

Hafnarborg - 'Traces of Water'
Hafnarborg's summer exhibition features 
six artists who all use some form of water 
in their artworks.
Opens May 27 - Runs until August 21

i8 Gallery - 'Stopover in Iceland' by 
Callum Innes
Opens June 9 - Runs until August 6

Læknaminjasafnið - 'Guðríðarhátíð'
A festival to celebrate Guðríður 
Símonardóttir, who was kidnapped in the 
Turkish abductions in 1627.
Opens on May 21

Listasafnið Akureyri - 'Arkitektúr og 
Akureyri'
An exhibition focusing on the 
architecture in Akureyri, a town in the 
north of Iceland.
Opens May 21 - Runs until August 28

Mengi - Jaðarber Got Talent
Musicians expose their true talent and 
compete against themselves. Part of 
Reykjavík Art Festival, tickets are 3000 
ISK.
Runs on May 22 at 20:00.

Mengi - Raflost Festival
The electronic arts and media festival 
brings together all forms of artists, 
hackers, students and scientists in the 
name of exploring technology in today's 
culture.
Runs on May 26, 27, 28

Mengi - Ólafur Björn Ólafsson and Jo 
Berger Myhre
Tickets are 2000 ISK.
Runs on May 23, 21:00

Mengi - LalomA
Tickets are 2000 ISK.
Runs on May 29, 21:00

Mengi - Þorgrímur Jónsson
Tickets are 2000 ISK.
Runs on June 2, 21:00

Reykjavík Art Museum - Hafnarhús - 
'KINGDOM: Flora, Fauna, Fable'
A group exhibition by contemporary 
artists who explore the nature in their 
works. A special performance will be held 
on May 28 at 17:00, and a curator's talk 
will be held on June 2 at 20:00. 
Opens May 28 - Runs until September 18

Reykjavík City Theatre - 'Persona' by 
Iceland Dance Company
A unique and intimate evening of dance, 
staging the works of three Icelandic 
choreographers.
Runs on May 20 and 22

Stúdentakjallarinn - Stand-up 
comedy
Admission is free.
Runs on May 26, 21:00

Stúdentakjallarinn - Totally broke 
Friday
Special offers at the bar.
Runs on May 27, 16:00 to 1:00

Tjarnarbíó - 'Exploration of Koi'
A comical theatre sho in Icelandic about 
refugees set in space.
Opens May 22 - Runs until May 27

Tjarnarbíó - 'Bloodhoof'
A magical musical experience based on 
the poem by Gerður Kristný.
Runs on June 1, 20:30

Tveir Hrafnar Gallery - 'Mósaík' by 
Steinunn Thóarinsdóttir 
Steinnun uses digital technology in an 
exhibition inspired by the ancient and 
the new. 
Opens on May 21

Verksmiðjan á Hjalteyri - 'Fullorðið 
Folk'
The third opening of the exhibition series 
'Stingur í augun' by Kaktus and students 
from the Iceland Academy of the Arts.
Opens May 21 - Runs until May 28

Ongoing

Anarkía - 'Lífið' by Díana Júlíusdóttir
Díana exhibits photographs from 'lifið' 
or life.
Opens May 7 - Runs until May 29

Anarkía - '10 sekúndur - sjálfsmynd 
- sjálfsskoðun - sjálfsblekking' by 
Nanna Lind Svarardóttir
Nanna Lind Svarardóttir exhibits 
photographs under the title '10 seconds - 
identity - introspection - delusion'.
Opens May 7 - Runs until May 29

ART67 - 'Flowers are the stars of the 
Earth' by Þor Magnús Kapor
Þór exhibits his vibrant paintings inspired 
by nature in Croatia and Iceland. 
Opens May 1 - Runs until May 31

Árbær Open Air Musem
This museum has daily guided tours 
from 13:00 to 14:00 through its open air 
exhibits that showcase the architecutre 
and livelihood of 19th and 20th century 
Reykjavíkings.
On permanent view. 

Gallerí Fold - 'Constructive' by 
Mýrmann
Mýrmann exhibits mysterious oil 
paintings of Icelandic nature. 
Runs until May 28

Gallerí Grótta - ‘Recollection’ by 
Theresa Himmer
Theresa exhibits writing and photography 
inspired by a trip the artist took around 
Bulgaria.
Runs until May 27

Gallerí Skilti - 'Flicker' by Anna Hallin 
and Olga Bergmann
This photography exhibit doesn't concern 
itself with mankind´s relationship with 
nature and other systems, nor is it site 
specific. 
Runs until June 15

Real Life Sculpture 
Berlinde De Bruyckere
May 21 - September 4 | The National Gallery of Iceland, Fríkirkjuvegur 7 (F3) | 

Admission: 1,500 ISK.

Escape into the mind of Belgian artist Berlinde de Bruyckere 
at the National Gallery of Iceland’s latest exhibition. Berlinde’s 
paintings and sculptures are powerful representations of the 
human and equine form, and have been shaped by influences 
ranging from the Flemish and German Renaissance period to 
the artist’s own imagination. Prepare to be moved by the phys-
icality of her work, which combines wax, animal skins, hair 
and other media to create contorted forms. This is Berlinde’s 
first exhibition in Iceland, in a career that spans three decades 
and included an appearance at the 2003 Venice Biennale. IW

Art Listings



Offering fresh Icelandic cuisine in a 
stylish and casual atmosphere in the heart 

of down town Reykjavík.  

isafoldre s t aurant . is
Þingholtsstræti 5 - tel: 595 8535

RESTAURANT
ÍSAFOLD

 Fresh local food and cozy ambiance in the city center 
Kitchen open from 11:30 - 22:00

 
 Þingholtsstræti 5 - Tel: 595 8535 - www.isafoldrestaurant.is

OPEN 7-21

BREAKFAST,
LUNCH & DINNER

T EMPL AR A SUND 3 ,  101 RE Y K JAV ÍK ,  T EL :  5711822,  W W W.BERGSSON. IS
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“I gotta wait twenty-one more 
minutes,” says Paddy Hanna, 
checking the time on his phone. 
The Belfast-born street percus-
sion artist has been temporarily 
silenced, after setting up shop ear-
lier today on Austurstræti, across 
from Hressó. As it turns out, his 
spot was also in the line of fire 
of a local businessman’s wrath. 
“There’s a guy from these build-
ings who’s saying I was driving the 
twenty people working on the floor 
crazy,” Paddy continues. “He was 
very quick to let me know he could 
call the police.”
 The man in question requested 
Paddy stop until after five o’clock, 
or he would alert the authorities. 
Two passing traffic wardens saw 
their interaction, and enquired 
as to the nature of the discussion. 
They assured Paddy he was well 
within his rights to remain and 
play, and the police couldn’t move 
him on. Nevertheless, Paddy chose 
to wait. “I don’t want to cause any 
aggravation,” he laments, with a 

shrug. “Some people just don’t 
have any humour.”
 Paddy’s made a living off his per-
cussion busking for the past three 
years, traveling with his trade for 
the past two. He’s seen fifteen dif-
ferent cities in two years. There’s 
no real method to where he ends 
up—sometimes a two-week stint 
turns into a year-long residence, 
as was the case in Berlin. “I’m 
chancing my arm and hoping for 
the best a lot of the time,” he says.

Gentleman drummer
 
A self-taught musician, Paddy first 
played the bodhran, a traditional 
Irish drum, as a young child. When 
he decided to turn his passion into 
a career, the decision was met 
with kind-hearted laughter from 
his mother. He’d been banging on 
pots and pans with wooden spoons 
since the age of three, so she was 
less than baffled by his choice. 
 Paddy says he recognizes certain 

individuals may not have the same 
fondness for his music as others. 
“If people come up to me with a bit 
of decorum and manners, then no 
problem,” he sighs. “But if some-
one comes up to me with an atti-
tude, I find it hard to be cordial.” 
Which is why he, as well as his au-
dience and passersby, were taken 
aback by the immediate threat of 
police being summoned.
 “You’re always going to find 
someone who’s just not happy with 
something in their lives,” Paddy 
says, “and just wants to take it out 
on someone. And I guess I’m an 
easy target for that.” 
 But for the vast majority of time, 
Paddy has been met only with pos-
itivity. And in a nation witnessing 
an unprecedented tourist influx, 
it’s nice to see a genuinely optimis-
tic visitor attempting to contrib-
ute his talent to the city’s street 
life.

     SHARE: gpv.is/drums

A day in the life of street  
percussionist Paddy Hanna

Drumming Up A 
Storm

Words  KELLEY REES   Photo ART BICNICK
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Reykjavík Midsummer Music

AWARD-WINNING 
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“Elevated beauty, not of this world” 
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Gerðuberg Cultural Centre - 'Austan 
Rumba' by Hrafnhildur Inga 
Sigurðardóttir
Runs until August 21

Hafnarborg - 'Graphics'
Hafnarborg exhibits works by Icelandic 
and foreign artists created between 1980 
and 1990 from their collection.
Runs until May 22

Hafnarborg - 'Framing' by 
Hugsteypan
Various materials, surfaces and 
photographs create this installation, seen 
differently from each perspective.
Runs until May 22

Harbinger - 'Find Home' by Chandra 
Sen 
Swedish artist Chandra exhibits paintings 
inspired by horses and focusing on the 
present. 
Runs until June 11

Hverfisgallerí - 'Skafmynd' by Þ'or 
Sigurþórsson
Make sure to catch Þór's exhibition 
before it finishes. He is a prominent 
Icelandic artist who changes spaces with 
his artwork. 
Runs until May 21

i8 Gallery - Thór Vigfússon
Runs until June 4

Listasafnið Akureyri - 'People'
The photo gallery is presenting seven 
artists with different perspectives. 
Runs until May 29

Living Art Museum (Nýló) - '101 
spurning til kvenna'
101 questions for women is a third 
exhibition in the series 'women in Nýló'.
Runs until August 21

Living Art Museum (Nýló) - 'Infinite 
Next'
This collaborative exhibition by Icelandic 
and foreign artists focuses on the 
systems that make a society.
 Runs until June 19 

Living Art Museum (Nýló) - 
'Desiccation'
An exhibition curated by MA-students 
in art theory at he University of Iceland 
about how to preserve an idea and the 
artwork's afterlife.
Runs until June 29

Listasafnið Akureyri - ‘Fólk / People’
The photo gallery is presenting 7 artists 
with all a different perspective. The 
admission is free.
Runs until May 29

Listasafnið Akureyri - Art and design 
graduates students
Art & Design students from VMA will 
exhibit their final projects.
Opens April 30 - Runs until May 15

Mokka-Kaffi - 'Þjóðarspegill í 111 ár'
An exhibition of Icleandic phonebook 
covers. 
Runs until June 15 

Museum of Design and Applied 
Art - 'TRIAD' by Aníta Hirlekar, 
Bjarni Viðar Sigurðsson and Helga 
Ragnhildur Mogensen
This joint exhibition by fashion designer 
Aníta, ceramic artist Bjarni and jeweler 
Helga offers guests the chance to see 
interplay of the three disciplines in an 
exhibit that focuses on texture.
Runs until May 29

Museum of Design and Applied Art - 
'Keepers' 
This exhibit focuses on the collections 
explores how and why the museum 
curates the works that it does.
Runs until June 10

Museum of Design and Applied Art 
- 'Gefjun: Icelandic Wool blankets 
exhibited'
This exhibition is a part of the 'Deal me 
in' series of micro-exhibitions curated 
by MA-students in art theory at the 
university of Iceland.
Runs until further notice

 Art Listings

 The Most Effective 
Electroshock

RAFLOST Festival
May 26, 27 & 28 | Mengi, Óðinsgata 2 (F5) | Admission: 4,000 ISK.

Electronic arts and media, it’s so hot right now. Mengi plays 
host to the three-day festival of hackers, scientists, students, 
and artists alike, all coming together in the name of art tech-
nology and its influence in today’s culture. The celebrations 
have previously boasted heavy-hitting performers like Jófríður 
Ákadóttir and Áslaug Rún Magnúsdóttir of Portal 2 xtacy, AJO 
ensemble and dj. flugvél og geimskip. The festival aims to 
stimulate Reykjavík’s art scene with interesting events, both 
Icelandic and international. KR

Find today's events in Iceland! 
Download our free listings app 
- APPENING on the Apple and 
Android stores
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Nordic House - 'The Weather Diaries'
Sarah Cooper and Nina Gorfer lead this 
group exhibit on how weather affects art 
with their photographs and installations.
Runs until July 5

The National Gallery - 'Ljósmálun'
Various artists come together to study 
this connection between paintings and 
photographs and how the limits of the 
two different art forms are mixed.
Runs until September 9

The National Gallery - 'Udstilling af 
islandsk kunst'
In 1927, the exhibition presented Icelandic 
art to the public in Copenhagen for the 
first time. This exhibition explores some 
of the works presented then.
Runs until September 11

The National Gallery - 'Vasulka 
Chamber'
Steina and Woody Vasulka are some of 
the pioneers in multimedia and video 
art, and have a show at the National 
Gallery. They began experimenting with 
electronic sound, stroboscopic light, and 
video in the late '60s and haven't stopped 
since.
On permanent view

The National Gallery - 'En plain air - 
Along the South Coast' by Ásgrímur 
Jónsson
He documented his travels and 
homecoming in oil and watercolour 
paintings.
Runs until September 16

The National Gallery - 'Female Idols' 
by Sigurjón Ólafsson
An exhibition of classical portrait 
sculptures by Sigurjón Ólafsson and other 
artists, in honour of women in Iceland 
winning the right to vote in 1915.
Runs until May 31

The National Museum of Iceland - 
'Unionize! Icelandic confederation of 
Labour 1916 - 2016'
Celebrating the 100th anniversary of the 
Icelandic Confederation of Labour (ASÍ).
Runs until May 22

The National Museum of Iceland - 
'Bundled Up in Blue'
This exhibition is centred around new 
archeological findings from bones 
believed to belong to a woman from the 
settlement era, discovered in 1938 in East 
Iceland.
Runs until August 31

The National Museum of Iceland - 
'The Making of A Nation'
This exhibition is intended to provide 
insight into the history of the Icelandic 
nation from Settlement to the present day.
On permanent view

The National Museum of Iceland - 
'What Is So Interesting About It?'
In celebration of the 100th anniversary 
of women gaining the right to vote in 
Iceland, this exhibit presents examples 
of the work and struggles women have 
faced since gaining that suffrage.
Runs until August 31 

Tjarnarbíó - 'Vera and the water'
A dance show for children (age 1 to 5)
and their families.
Runs until May 22

Reykjavík Art Museum - 
Ásmundarsafn - 'Disruption' by 
Ásmundur Sveinsson and Elín 
Hansdóttir
Elín and Ásmundur work with perspective 
in different ways. 
Runs until October 9. 

Reykjavík Art Museum - Hafnarhús - 
'The Making of Erró'
This exhibition explores Erró's early days 
as an artist, showing his experiments 
with self-expression, and his move from 
impressionist art to collages.
Runs until October 9

Reykjavík Art Museum - Hafnarhús - 
'Subselves Mean Well' by Arnfinnur 
Amazeen
Arnfinnur examines the monotonous 
round of everyday life and the 
contradictory role of the person within. 
Runs until August 7. 

Reykjavík Art Museum - 
Kjarvalsstaðir - 'Jóhannes S. Karval: 
Mind and World' 
The exhibition is compromised of rarely 
seen works form the private collection 
of Þorvaldur Guðmundsson and his wife 
Ingibjörg Guðmundsdóttir. Guided tours 
in English on May 20 and 27, and June 3. 
Runs until August 21

Reykjavík City Museum - 'Settlement 
Sagas: Accounts from Manuscripts'
This exhibition has rarely seen 
manuscripts that tell the history of the 
settlement of Reykjavík.
On permanent view

Reykjavík Maritime Museum - 'For 
Cod's Sake'
An exhibition to commemorate the 40th 
anniversary of the end of the Cod Wars. 
Runs until August 31
 
Reykjavík Maritime Museum - 'From 
Poverty to Abundance'
Photos documenting Icelandic fishermen 
at the turn of the 20th century.
On permanent view

Reykjavík Maritime Museum - 
'Seawomen - the fishing women of 
Iceland, past and present'
On permanent view

Art Listings

Reykjavík Museum of Photography - 
'In Between' by Díana Júlíusdóttir
Photographs from the artist's hiking 
trips.
Runs until May 31

The Einar Jónsson Museum 
The museum contains close to 300 
artworks including a beautiful garden with 
26 bronze casts of the artist’s sculptures.
On permanent view

Verksmiðjan at Hjalteyri - 'Stingur Í 
Augun'
Various artists including Kaktus and 
students fmor the Iceland Academy 
of Arts come together for an 
unconventional art exhibition at Hjalteyri.
Runs until May 28

The Icelandic Phallological Museum 
The museum contains a collection of 
more than 215 penises and penile parts 
belonging to almost all the land and sea 
mammals that can be found in Iceland. 
On permanent view

Volcano House
‘The Volcano House Geology Exhibition’
The exhibition gives a brief overview of 
Iceland’s geological history and volcanic 
systems with superb photographs of 
volcanic eruptions and other magnificent 
aspects of Icelandic nature. 
On permanent view

Wind and Weather Gallery - 'Special 
Offer' by Haraldur Jónsson
Haraldur Jónsson exhibits a site specific 
installation for passers-by.
Runs until June 28

FROM DISRUPTION, ÁSMUNDARSAFN



A GUIDE THAT 

FUCKS YOU UP

American Bar

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK.

B5

Every day from 
17:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, 
Cocktails 1,100 
ISK, 
Wine 600 ISK.

Bar 7

Every day from 
16:00 to 21:00. 
Beer 350 ISK, 
Shot 350 ISK.

Bar 11

Friday to Saturday 
from 21:00 to 
01:00. 
Beer 500 ISK.

Bar Ananas

Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, 
Cocktails 1,650 
ISK.

Barber Bar

Every day from 
17:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK, 
selected cocktails 
1,150 ISK.

Beer Garden

Every day from 
14:00 to 18:00. 
500 ISK discount 
off a selected beer.

Bíó Paradís

Every day from 
17:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK.

Bjarni Fel

Sunday to Friday 
from 21:00 to 
23:00. 
2-for-1 Beer 1,190 
ISK, 
single with mixer 
1,600 ISK.

Boston

Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.  
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 650 ISK.

Bravó

Every day from 
17:00 to 21:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 850 ISK. 

Bryggjan Brugghús

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 750 ISK. 

Bunk Bar

Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.  
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 
750 ISK.

Café Haiti

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK.

Den Danske Kro

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
2-for-1 Beer 
1,000 ISK and 
Wine 1,200 ISK.

Dillon

Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 550 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK, 
Whiskey 550 ISK.

Dubliner

Every day from 
12:00 to 22:00
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK

Dúfnhólar 10

Every day from 
17:00 to 22:00. 
Beer 490 ISK, 
Wine for 700 ISK.

Einar Ben 

Every day from 
17:30 to 20:00. 
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK.

English Pub

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK.

Frederiksen Ale 
House

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
2-for-1 Beer 
900 ISK and 
Wine 1,100 ISK.

Forréttabarinn

Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 650 ISK.

Gaukurinn

Every day from 
14:00 to 21:00 
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK, 
Shots 750 ISK.

Glaumbar

Thursday to Satur-
day from 20:00 to 
00:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, 
Shot 390 ISK.

Hótel 1919

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 575 ISK, 
selected cocktails 
1,090 ISK.

Hótel Holt Gallery 
Bar

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK, 

selected cocktails 
1,200 ISK.

Hótel Natura

Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00. 
50% off all drinks.
Beer 550 ISK, 
Wine 1,000 ISK, 
selected cocktails 
1,600 ISK.

Hótel Plaza Bar

Every day from 
17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK.

Hraðlestin

Monday to Friday 
from 16:00 to 
18:00. 
Beer 590 ISK, 
Wine 590 ISK.

Húrra

Every day from 
18:00 to 21:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK.

Íslenski Barinn 

Everyday from 
16:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK, 
selected cocktails 
1,000 ISK.

Iða Zimsen

Every day from 
17:00 to 22:00. 
Beer 495 ISK.

Ísafold Bistro 

Every day from 
17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK.

Kaffibarinn

Every day from 
15:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 650 ISK.

Kaldi Bar

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 650 ISK.

Kiki Queer Bar

Thursday from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, 
Shots 500 ISK.

Kitchen & Wine Bar

Thursday from 
16:00 to 18:30. 
Beer 750 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK, 
selected cocktails 
1,500 ISK.

Konsúll Café

Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK.

Kryddlegin Hjörtu

Mon-Fri 15:00-
17:00, Sat 12:00-
15:00. 

Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK, 
Mojito 1,500 ISK.

Lebowski Bar

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
2-for-1 
Beer 1,100 ISK and 
Wine 1,100 ISK.

Loft Hostel Bar

Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.  
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK.

MarBar

Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK.

Matur og Drykkur

Thursday to Sun-
day, 21:00-22:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 500 ISK.

Meze

Every day from 
16:00-18:00. Beer 
650 ISK, 
Wine 790 ISK.

Micro Bar

Every day from 
17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 700 ISK.

Nora Magasin

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 600 ISK.

Prikið

Monday to Friday 
from 16:00 to 
20:00. 
Beer 500 ISK.

Public House

Every day from 
14:00 to 18:00. 
50% off beer 
and wine. 
Beer 495 ISK, 
Wine 695 ISK.

Reykjavík Chips

Every day from 
20:00 to 22:00. 
2 beers and fries 
2,000 ISK. 

Rio Sportbar 

Every day from 
12:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 750 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK.

SKY Bar & Lounge  

Every day from 
17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK.

Skuggi Bar

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
2-for-1 Beer 
500 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK.

Skúli Craft Bar

Every day from 
14:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 1,000 ISK.

Slippbarinn

Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 600 ISK, 
selected cocktails 
1,000 ISK.

Smurstöðin

Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 600 ISK.

Sólon Bistro

Sunday to Saturday 
from 15:00 to 
18:00. 
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK.

Stúdentakjallarinn

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 550 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK.

Sushisamba 

Every day from 
17:00 to 18:30. 
Beer 645 ISK, 
Wine 745 ISK.

Tacobarinn

Mon-Sat from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Fri-Sat from 22:30 
to 01:00.
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK.

Tíu Dropar

Every day from 
18:00 to 21:00. 
2-for-1 Beer 
1,000 ISK and 
Wine 1,000 ISK.

Uno

Every day from 
17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 545 ISK, 
Wine 600 ISK.

Uppsalir

Every day from 
17:00 to 19:00. 
2-for-1 Beer 
950 ISK and 
Wine 1,200 ISK.

Vínsmakkarinn

Monday to Sunday 
from 17:00 to 
20:00.
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK.

Ölstofan

Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 490 ISK, 
Wine 890 ISK, 
G&T 990 ISK.

Download the  
FREE Grapevine 
Appy Hour app!
Every happy hour in 
town in your pocket. 
Available in the App 
Store and on the 
Android Play Store.

A list of 

Every  
Happy 
Hour 
in 101 Reykjavík

Laugavegur 24 | #publichouse101
publichouse.is

THE
COOLEST 
GASTROPUB 
IN TOWN
Kitchen open
until 23



There are “oceans” of albums out 
there, says the crane operator—
more music than he could ever lis-
ten to in his lifetime, so he doesn’t 
try to keep up with everything any-
more. Download as much as you 
like, but you’ve still got the same 
two ears and twenty-four-hour 
days. So just do what you can. The 
crane’s pulley creaks, and another 
pallet of frozen fish comes up from 
the hull of a freezer trawler.
 ‘Keep Frozen’, the first feature-
length film from artist and film-

maker Hulda Rós Guðnadóttir, 
considers the necessary anachro-
nism of manual labour in the mod-
ern world. Shot in Reykjavík’s old 
harbour, just west of of downtown, 
the film documents the grueling 
workday of the dockworkers who 
unload tonnes upon cardboard-
boxed tonnes of fish frozen at sea, 
from the dark of a winter morning 
into the dark of a winter night.
 Hulda Rós, who has worked in 
sculpture, mixed-media, installa-
tion and performance art, attends 
to the rhythm of work, isolating 
the repetitive, inexorable choreog-
raphy of men and machines: boxes 
are heaved, stacked, ferried by 
forklift and wrapped in plastic on 
a sort of Lazy Susan contraption, 
whirring sluggishly. Other visual 
artists and filmmakers have lately 
been attracted to the late-industri-
al majesty of the fishing and ship-
ping sectors; with its focus on the 
stevedores servicing the floating 
fish factories that consolidated and 
transformed the Icelandic econo-
my, you could consider ‘Keep Fro-
zen’ the humbler dry-land compan-
ion piece to Peter Hutton’s ‘At Sea’, 
Lucien Castaing-Taylor and Véréna 
Paravel’s ‘Leviathan’, or Mauro Her-
ce’s ‘Dead Slow Ahead’. 

Blue Collar Nostalgia
But despite the rigor of its visu-
als, this film is not strictly ab-
stract. Voiceovers complement the 
drudgery, like daydreams, as the 
men—they’re all men—reflect, in 
Icelandic and Polish, on their work. 
Their concerns are very contem-
porary: in their acknowledgement 

of the linguistic and cultural hi-
erarchies which persist in long-
running blue-collar concerns in 
the Schengen era; and especially 
in their flashes of nostalgia, which 
recall ‘We Are Still Here’, the recent 
documentary about shuttered fish 
factories and dying Westfjords vil-
lages, or more than one recent fic-
tion film about phlegmatic farmers 
clinging to a way of life, way off the 
Ring Road. The subjects of ‘Keep 
Frozen’, trudging in workboots and 
safety gloves through the rapidly 
gentrifying Grandi area, with its 
boutique hotels and ice-cream par-
lours, express bemusement at Ice-
land’s brave new world of tourism 
and entrepreneurship (the tourists 
who came to take their picture, 
the suits who ask them to keep it 
down), while recalling where their 
scars came from. They’re proud 
of the work they do—they’re the 
guys with the hard-muscled fore-
arms, who do the shitty work of 
shoveling food into your and my 
soft bellies—though any hint of 
machismo is short-circuited by the 
film’s overall tone of breakroom 
deadpan, with an impassive fixed 
camera capturing sparse, goofy 
banter and bone-dry small talk. 
Still, the film remains, in its way, 
quite patriotic. The title ‘Keep Fro-
zen’ comes from the instructions 
on each box of frozen fish, but it 
may also suggest an imperative for 
Iceland to retain some close, frosty 
national spirit: Stay cold, ponyboy.

     SHARE: gpv.is/frozn 

Word s by  MARK ASCH

Tote That Barge! Lift That Bale!

'Keep Frozen' 
at Bíó Paradís

Movies Review
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“The Icelandic Museum of Rock 'n' Roll is as 
eccentric in its telling as the tale it celebrates.”

David Fricke, Rolling Stone.

The museum is located in Keflavík 
only 5 minutes away from 

Keflavík International Airport.

Open daily from 11am - 6pm
 

For more go to rokksafn.is

Visit Iceland's largest music museum and enjoy our history 
of Icelandic rock and pop music. Browse through the timeline of 
Icelandic pop and rock music with the Rock 'n' Roll app on Ipads, 
spend time in our soundlab, cinema, karaoke booth, gift store, 

exhibitions or simply grab a cup of co�ee at our café (free wifi!).

THE ICELANDIC 
MUSEUM OF 

ROCK 'N' ROLL

The Icelandic Museum of Rock 'n' Roll TABLE RESERVATIONS: +354 517 1800 —  WWW.FORRETTABARINN.IS

N ý l e n d u g a t a  1 4 .  1 0 1  R e y k j a v í k

R E S TA U R A N T  |  B A R  -  H A P P Y  H O U R  F R O M  4  - 8  P M Tasty 
Icelandic 
tapas and 
drinks by 

the old 
harbour

Certificate of Excellence 
———  2014  ———



 Movie Listings

Hafnarstræti 1–3 / Tel. 555 2900 / saetasvinid.is

ICELANDIC GASTROPUB

LOCAL
FOOD AND BEER

Tasty and fun food made with fresh and local Icelandic ingredients.

We o�er a unique selection of Icelandic beer – 20 bottled, 10 on draft,
and artisan cocktails to enjoy alongside the food.

Open 11:30–23:30 

Drop by for lunch, late lunch, dinner or drinks in a casual and fun atmosphere.

Transexual Transylvania
The Rocky Horror Picture Show
May 27 & June 3, 20:00 at Bíó Paradís, Hverfisgata 54 (E5), Admission: 1,400 ISK

Come on everybody, let’s do the Time Warp again! Bíó Paradís 
gifts us a screening of the 1975 cult classic ‘The Rocky Hor-
ror Picture Show’. And if you thought Tim Curry was good in 
‘Home Alone 2: Lost in New York’, just wait until you see him 
in fishnets and stilettos as Dr. Frank N. Furter. The quirky 
musical uses parody to pay homage to classic low-budget sci-
fi and horror movies. Please come dressed in costume (and 
if that costume is drag, you’re on the right track)—trust us, 
you’ll feel much more at home and in touch with your inner 
Rocky. We’ve all got one. KR

Bíó Paradís

'Keep Frozen' (IS)

An Icelandic documentary about rough 
job of unloading a trawler full of 20 000 
crates of 25 kg of frozen fish in 48 hours 
under glacial temperatures. The guys 
doing this work are tough. The slightest 
error, the slightest wrong move, could be 
an accident that costs them their lives.
(English subs) 
May 20 at 18:00
May 21 at 20:00
May 22 at 18:00
May 23 at 18:00
May 24 at 20:00

May 25 at 20:00
May 26 at 18:00

'Louder Than Bombs' (USA)

Three years after her unexpected 
death, the preparation of an exhibition 
celebrating the famous war photographer 
Laura Reed brings her husband and 
their two sons together for the first 
time in years. When an unsettling secret 
resurfaces, the three men are forced 
to look at each other and themselves in 
a new light, redefining their innermost 
needs and desires.
May 20 at 17:45
May 21 at 20:00
May 22 at 17:45

May 23 at 20:00
May 24 at 22:00
May 25 at 22:00

'Brev Til Kongen' (NO)

Mizra is 83 years old and wants a 
passport so he can go back to Kurdistan 
to bury his ten children. He‘s tried 
everything and his last resort is to write a 
letter to King Harald. A poetic and tragic 
letter, full of wisdom and sorrow, is our 
guide into the lives of six refugees on a 
day trip to Oslo.
May 20 at 22:00
May 21 at 18:00
May 22 at 20:00
May 23 at 20:00

May 24 at 18:00
May 25 at 20:00
May 26 at 22:00

'Anomalisa' (USA)

A man crippled by the mundanity of his 
life experiences something out of the 
ordinary.
May 20 at 18:00
May 21 at 18:00
May 22 at 18:00
May 23 at 18:00

May 24at 18:00
May 25 at 18:00
May 26 at 18:00

'The Witch' (USA)

A Puritanian family in 1630s New England 
lives on the edge of woodland. After their 
infant son disappears their daughter 

turns out to be a witch and the family is 
torn apart by black magic and religious 
hysteria.
May 20 at 20:00
May 21 at 22:00
May 22 at 22:00
May 23 at 22:00

May 24 at 20:00
May 25 at 22:00
May 26 at 22:00

'Fyrir Framan Annað Fólk' (IS)

Hubert is an introvert who works in 
advertising. He meets a girl whom he 
starts dating and like any relationship it 
has its ups and downs.(English subs)
May 20 at 22:00
May 21 at 20:00
May 22 at 22:00
May 23 at 20:00

May 24 at 22:00
May 25 at 20:00
May 26 at 22:00

'The Rocky Horror Picture Show' (IS)

Spoof sci-fi and camp horror makes 
‘The Rocky Horror Picture Show’ a 
one of a kind cult classic, this bizarrely 
entertaining and highly satisfying musical 
is a huge box-office draw.
When a straight-laced couple is stranded 
on a stormy night, they take refuge in a 
dark, old mansion full of weirdos led by 
a mad transvestite scientist. (Icelandic 
subs)
May 27 at 20:00
June 3 at 20:00

'RAMS' (IS)

In a remote Icelandic farming valley, two 
brothers who haven’t spoken in 40 years 
have to come together in order to save 
what’s dearest to them—their sheep.
(English subs)
May 20 at 20:00
May 21 at 22:00
May 22 at 20:00
May 23 at 22:00

May 24 at 20:00
May 25 at 22:00
May 26 at 20:00

'Room' (USA)

A kidnapped mother and son escape 
from a room in which they have endured 
imprisonment for the entirety of the 
boy’s life. Upon breaking free from its 
confines, they experience a dramatic 
homecoming, provoking insight into the 
depths of imagination and the extent of a 
mother’s love.
May 21 at 22:15
May 22 at 22:00
May 23 at 22:15

May 24 at 17:45
May 25 at 17:45
May 26 at 20:00
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BanThai

Food

New Head Chefs 
At Haust And 
Matarkjallarinn
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KIRKJUSTRÆTI

Opening hours 

Sunday - Thursday 11:00 - 02:00
Friday - Saturday 11:00 - 06:00 - FIND US ON FACEBOOK

dirtyburgerandribs.is

Words  JÓHANNA PÉTURSDÓTTIR Photos  KELLEY REES & JÓHANNA PÉTURSDÓTTIR

Two restaurants—one a bit older 
than the other—are quite liter-
ally bringing something new to the 
table this summer by introducing 
new head chefs.
 Haust, the house restaurant at 
Fósshotel on Borgatún, has been 
open since last summer. But late 
last year they decided to spice 
things up by hiring Jónas Oddur 
Björnsson as the new head chef. 
Jonas is known for using blackened 
garlic, cooked at a low temperature 
for 30 days to completely alter the 
taste. He uses it to flavour various 
dishes, as well as serving it up as a 

solo taster. 
 His menu offers a personal take 
on dishes he’s perfected over his 
career, working at restaurants in 
France and the Scandinavian coun-
tries, including a Michelin-starred 
eatery.
 A newer restaurant in down-
town Reykjavík is Matarkjallarinn, 
an intriguing food cellar that’s 
concealed enough to avoid foot 
traffic—so you know everyone in-
side has chosen to eat there spe-
cifically. They offer a secret menu 
consisting of six courses that vary 
from day to day. If your commit-

ment issues extend to large menus, 
your problem is solved—the meal 
depends entirely on what the head 
chef, Ari Freyr, wants to feed you.
 The restaurant is also nicely at-
mospheric, with a live pianist on 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays. 
Get in quick, though—in a couple 
of weeks, the secret of Matarkjal-
larinn will be out when they launch 
their new lunch menu.

     SHARE: gpv.is/haum

New In Town
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THE SKYR 
CHRONICLES: 
Spaghetti Skyr-fredo, 
Icealy or Itland?

Hverfisgata 12 · 101 Reykjavík  
Tel. +354 552 15 22 · www.dillrestaurant.is

Lífið er saltfiskur

#109 Dill is a Nordic restaurant with its 
focus on Iceland, the pure nature and 
all the good things coming from it.  

 
It does not matter if it’s the 

ingredients or the old traditions, we 
try to hold firmly on to both. 

There are not many things that make 
us happier than giving life to old 

traditions and forgotten ingredients 
with modern technique and our creative 

mind as a weapon. 

1 0 1  Ó Ð I N S T O R G  R E Y K J A V Í K  Í S L A N D  S N A P S B I S T R O . I S
s n a p s b i s t r o @ s n a p s b i s t r o . i s  + 3 5 4  5 1 1 6 6 7 7

F R E N C H  O N I O N  S O U P
I c e l a n d i c  Í s b ú i  c h e e s e ,  c r o û t o n s

2 . 3 0 0 . k r

M O U L E S  M A R I N I È R E S
s t e a m e d  m u s s e l s  f r o m  B r e i ð a f j ö r ð u r

2 . 1 0 0 . k r

F I S H  O F  T H E  D A Y
c h e f ´ s  s p e c i a l

3 . 6 0 0 . k r

E s t .  2 0 1 2R e y k j a v i k

Many people describe skyr as Ice-
landic “yogurt,” but it’s actually a 
cheese. Traditional skyr is really 
high in protein, but most of the 
small cups you buy in grocery 
stores and gas stations are packed 
with sugar. I’m not Icelandic. I 
moved here over a year ago and I’m 
fascinated by skyr.
 I’ve experimented with it—
sometimes succeeding and some-
times failing miserably. I’ve writ-
ten down all my successes. Give 
them a try and let me know what 
you think.

Spaghetti Skyr-fredo:

Italians are notoriously worried 
about losing their cuisine to for-
eign bastardization. This is prob-
ably because they’ve never won a 
war. Iceland has never had a stand-
ing army, but did win its only war. 
Sure, it was a Cod War, but it was 

against Britain, a previously rel-
evant and formerly great navy. Spa-
ghetti Skyr-fredo is a delicious take 
on a TV dinner staple. When you 
initially finish the sauce it might be 
a bit thick, so thin it out with milk.
 Feel free to make it chicken skyr-
fredo, but that’s a lot of protein.

Ingredients:

3 cloves of garlic
A tub of gkyr

Parmesan cheese
160g of butter

Milk
Salt, pepper, pesto and basil for 

garnish

Method:

Peel, smash and dice your garlic.
 Melt 160g of butter in medium 

saucepan and throw in the diced 
garlic.
 Pour in the full 500g tub of skyr 
and whisk on medium low heat un-
til absolutely smooth.
 Pour in parmesan cheese, a 
little at a time, until the sauce has 
the right flavour for you (some 
like more and others less). Season 
with salt, pepper and whisk until 
smooth. Turn the heat down to low 
and add milk until the sauce is the 
right consistency (adding milk also 
adds a sweetness which counteracts 
the tangy-bitterness of the skyr).
 Make spaghetti by following the 
instructions on the bag. I salt my 
water until it tastes like the Aegean 
Sea.
 Start with smaller servings. This 
is really filling. Garnish with fresh 
basil and half a teaspoon of pesto 
and serve with a salad. 

     SHARE: gpv.is/skyr2

Sæta Svínið &   
Johansen Deli

Words YORK UNDERWOOD Photo  ART BICNICK

Words by  ELIJAH PETZOLD
Photos by  HREFNA BJÖRG

Recipe

Find the best food in Iceland!
Download our free dining app, CRAVING 
on the Apple and Android stores
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The very first written mention of 
the group of islands known as Sval-
bard, meaning “cold coast” or “cold 
edge,” comes from a 12th century 
Icelandic Saga. “Svalbard fundinn,” 
it reads in Old Icelandic, meaning, 
in English: “Svalbard found.” After 
the Vikings came, discovered, and 
went again, the islands were left to 
the polar bears until the 16th cen-
tury, when some explorers arrived. 
Next came whalers, and Norwegian 
and Russian trappers, and then coal 
miners. Then came the tourist ya-
hoos and, eventually, Tamara and I. 
 Tamara (a Canadian based out 
of Denmark) and me (an Ameri-
can living out of a backpack) had a 
tough time explaining to friends 
why we’d chosen to take our vaca-
tion on this treeless, frozen island 
where you need to take a gun with 
you to walk out of the town centre. 
Human population: about 2,642. 
Polar bear population: more than 
3,000. Depending on who we talked 
to, our plans were considered either 
an otherworldly adventure, or some 
kind of masochistic spring break. 

The northernmost city
We arrived at midnight in Long-
yearbyen, the northernmost city in 
the world, and the lone city on the 
island of Spitsbergen within the 
Svalbard archipelago. After sleep-
ing in the airport, we walked into 
the town under a sky beaming at 
least five shades of blue around the 
glowing orb of the sun. Deeper into 
the fjord, surrounded by rolling 
white mountains, our eyes widened 
with awe under the midnight sun. 
“This is what death must look like,” 
Tamara said dreamily. “Walking 
into a soft, white glow.”
 After wandering the nameless 
roads of Longyearbyen and vis-
iting the Svalbard Museum, the 
northernmost cemetery in the 
world, the northernmost art gal-
lery in the world, and the north-
ernmost ATM in the world, we de-
cided to hike into the mountains. 
Having no experience with guns 
or polar bears, we logged into the 
Tinder dating app, explicitly hop-
ing that a local would show up to 

our date armed to the teeth and 
ready to trek into the unknown. 
 Sure enough, a local university 
student swiped right. He was soon 
valiantly leading our hike up the 
mountainside to watch the sun kiss 
the horizon before ascending once 
again. We ate cookies and drank 
blueberry juice. It was the best 
(northernmost) date in the world.

Mines and caves
The next day, we hopped on a boat 
to the coal mining settlement 
of Barentsburg, built during the 
Soviet era. We stopped along the 
way to for a picnic of grilled min-
ke whale at the foot of a glacier. 
Barentsburg has just two main 
streets, and feels eerily held in a 
bygone time. During the Soviet 
era, the town’s 1000 occupants 
received free food at the cultural 
centre, and exchanged coupons 
for libations at the canteen. To-
day, Barenstburg’s population is 
roughly 500 people, most of whom 
are Ukrainian coal miners who 

still use a sort of ration card.
 The surreal experience of an 
84-year-old coal-mining town in 
the Arctic could only be topped by 
venturing deep beneath the ice, 
so the next morning, following 
two Italian guides, we headed to a 
glacial ice cave. The entrance was 
a simple hole on top of the glacier, 
about the size of a manhole cover. 
We dropped in dressed in cram-
pons, helmets and headlamps, 
and headed into the icy labyrinth 
beneath chandeliers of glassy, fro-
zen spires. 
 We rappelled down frozen wa-
terfalls and shimmied through 
tiny crawl spaces until we hit the 
bottom, apparently only been 
reached by 25 people previously. 
In the light of our headlamps, the 
dark blue, plum purple, turquoise 
and white leapt from the ice. The 
silence was stupefying, and being 
human suddenly felt beautifully 
insignificant. 
 Using ice axes to climb back 
up the waterfalls, we emerged 
once more, hardly able to recon-

cile what we’d seen with the more 
earthly surface. We would never 
have imagined such a world ex-
isted beneath our feet.

Whisked away
On our last day, we decided to 
forgo Longyearbyen’s ubiquitous 
snowmobiles, instead opting for a 
dogsled ride with a local operator. 
In no time at all we’d bolted off in 
a six-sleigh procession pulled by 
Alaskan huskies, flying over the 
snow at a rate that felt much faster 
than our actual 12kph. 
 Tamara and I took turns driv-
ing, one at the helm and the other 
on the lookout for reindeer and 
arctic foxes. Cocooned in the seat, 
surrounded by snow-covered 
mountains and a wild, untouched 
landscape, I grinned like a slice 
of watermelon. Finally, sliding 
through this treeless, otherworld-
ly landscape, we felt a little like 
those early explorers ourselves.

   SHARE: gpv.is/svalb
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Barenstburg trip : 
Henningsen Transport & Guiding

Dog sledding  : 
Svalbard HuskySvalbard

Springtime 
In Svalbard 
Ice caves, dog sledding 
and Tinder in the 
Arctic Circle.
 

Words by  

ALEX BAUMHARDT   

Pictures by  

TAMARA DINTER
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Distance from Rvk
1962 km

How to get there:
SAS and Norwegian fly to Svalbard from Norway

Ice caving and climbing : 
Svalbard Wildlife Expeditions
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Greenland

Iceland

Svalbard



On a recent weekend in May, the 
South Iceland town of Hella was 
temporarily transformed into a 
haven for crosskart fans, as the 
annual FIA NEZ (North European 
Zone) competition roared into 
town. The sandy, almost desert-like 
conditions make Hella the perfect 
place for the sport, and a jubilee it 
was: 3,500 people showed up over 
the course of the two-day event.
 About two dozen crosskart 
drivers took part in the contest, 
all of them very passionate. They 
were each willing to spend any-
thing from 3 to 13 million ISK on 
a car. However, the car does not 
maketh the man. As volunteer 
coordinator Sigurjón Haukur Ein-
arsson assured us, an experienced 
driver is far more crucial to a suc-
cessful outcome than a pricey car. 
"The driver is definitely more than 
half of it," Sigurjón explained. "If 
you have a good driver with a bad 
car, and he runs well, then he will 
finish in the top five."

 Although crosskart might seem 
like a very dangerous sport to by-
standers, Sigurjón reassured us: 
“Inside the car is the safest place 
to be, because of all the protec-
tion.” Each year, he told us, regu-
lations are reviewed to make sure 
the sport is as safe as possible.
 Icelandic driver Snorri Þór Ár-
nason couldn't agree more. His fa-
ther was also a driver, so he's been 
around the sport from a young 
age. "I'm starting my fourth year 
now, with about six races each 
year," he said. He took second 
place at the NEZ competition in 
Norway last year, but this year the 
prize was to be his: Snorri walked 
away from Hella the winner of the 
weekend's event.
 And the cherry on the sundae? 
It was all for a good cause—the 
80 volunteers behind the event 
also collected money for Iceland’s 
search and rescue organisation.

   SHARE: gpv.is/vroom

Desert Monsters
The sand was flying at Hella’s  
NEZ offroad contest

Words JÓHANNA PÉTURSDÓTTIR  
Photos ART BICNICK

Distance 
from Rvk
87 km

How to get to Hella:
Drive route 1 
to South Iceland.

Höfðabakki 9 - 110 Reykjavík - www.mimir.is  -  Tel: 580 1800

Höfðabakki 9 Entrance to
Mímir-símenntun

Höfðabakki 9, 110 Reykjavík    
Bus line no. 6 from city centre and 

bus line no. 12 from Breiðholt

Öldugata 23, 101 Reykjavík

Vesturlandsvegur

Learn Icelandic this summer

Location: Öldugata 23, 101 Reykjavík
Registration:
www.mimir.is 

or at the office at 
Höfðabakki 9, 110 Reykjavík

Morning and evening classes in July and August 
Level 1-3 and online course level 4

62 The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 6 — 2016TRAVEL



 ISLANDIA  |  BANKASTRÆTI 2  |  SHOPPING CENTER KRINGLAN
+ 354 540 2000 | islandia@eymundsson.is

WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN ?
Where have you  
been in Iceland?
View places and pin memories. 
Price 8.999 kr 

Reykjavík capital in 
your pocket!
Soft city maps for urban jungles
Price 2.999 kr 

Put the pieces together and review the places. 
Price 2.569 kr 



It's snowing in Hellisheiði. Pow-
dery drifts sweep over the narrow 
strip of asphalt that cuts through 
the snow-laden mountains. Like 
any trip south along Route 1, our 
journey to Stokkseyri begins with 
a steady climb over this high pla-
teau that separates the capital re-
gion from the low-lying expanses 
of the coastal south. It's a white-
knuckle stretch of road, no matter 
how many times I drive it. 
 By some climatic wizardry 
there's neither snow nor storm 
along Route 38, the road that takes 
us south of the Ring Road. It's not 
the only way to get to Stokkseyri, 
our target for the day; nor is it the 
fastest. But we're in no rush—
we're getting a feel for a corner of 
the country often skipped on trips 
along the southern coastline. 

Rusty the 
unfriendly ghost

After rounding the drainage basin 
of the Ölfusá river and crossing 
its mouth, we drive through the 
small seaside town of Eyrarbakki, 
arriving in Stokkseyri not long 
later. Grey skies provide a fittingly 
haunting backdrop for our visit to 
Draugasetrið, the “Ghost Centre” 
that occupies the third floor of an 
old fishing warehouse. The café is 
a spare, grim chamber overlook-
ing the skerries and jetties that jut 
into the sea, and Júlía is in char-
acter when we arrive. "Me? I'm 
just the cleaning lady," she laughs, 
before assuming a spooking tone: 
"No, I'm the mother of ghosts." She 
warns us about Móri ("Rusty"), 

a local ghost with a fondness for 
playing with electricity. He's been 
around for 300 years, she tells 
us: "He's a funny guy—he hasn't 
killed anyone in 250 years." When 
I ask if it's about time for a mur-
der, she reassures me: "No, he's 
sort of friendly." Not wanting to 
put me at ease, she adds: "But not 
like Casper."
 Júlía equips us with mp3 play-
ers and sends us beyond the black 
curtains. The museum is a laby-
rinthine series of rooms marked 
with numbers, indicating which 
track to listen to on our headsets. 
Dioramas in each room depict the 
stories we hear, and certain steps 
trigger surprises like a jumping 
mannequin or shaking ground. 
They have a certain homemade 
feel, but the audio stories consti-
tute an impressive archive of well-
told Icelandic ghost-lore. We get 
Rusty’s origin story—he died near 
Eyrarbakki after a farmer refused 
him hospitality, and duly began 
haunting the whole region, even-
tually cutting off trade. We hear 
of fishermen's ghosts, appearing 
to wives onshore the very moment 
they drown. We meet the Dea-
con, one of Iceland's most famous 
ghosts, who appears to his lover 
Guðrún, but cannot pronounce 
her name because, as a ghoul, he 
cannot say Guð ("God"). 
 "Icelandic Wonders" is a sis-
ter installation that celebrates 
elves and aurora. Trolls used to 
have a place in the exhibition, but 
their cave was recently renovated 
into the elf queen's palace. And I 
thought the housing market in 101 
was ruthless.

The Misery

After journeying through these 
parallel worlds, we need some 
fresh air. One house along the sea-
wall catches my eye: a two-storey 
building, with triangles and odd 
shapes pointing every which way. 
It's some irony, indeed, that the 
town's most modern building is 
a decaying ruin. I learn later that 
this house is known as Eymdin 
("The Misery"). The owner built 
the house on the seawall without 
the proper permits, then disap-
peared to Thailand. Clambering 
up the seawall rocks, I peer in to 
see that the interior was never 
quite finished. Nevertheless, a 
grill sits outside, rusting slowly. I 
hear the Stokkseyringar are look-
ing for an enterprising buyer to 
put them out of their misery.
 Before leaving town, we stop 
into Fjöruborðið, a seafood res-
taurant famed for its lobster soup. 
Árni, the head waiter, speaks 
the lobster lore as gospel truth: 
Stokkseyri fishermen wade naked 
into the sea, swim amongst mer-
maids to capture langoustines 
whose raison d'être is to become 
tasty soup for travelers from near 
and far. The menu devotes an en-
tire page to this mythology in a 
four-paragraph paean with phras-
es that verge on the erotic: "Your 
greatest desire is to lick on lobster 
in garlic butter, gulp down the soup 
that has been lovingly pampered." 
The soup is good: tomato-based, 
with generous, juicy langoustine 
chunks, and enough bread to sop up 
the last drops of mermaid-blessed 
crustacean ambrosia.
 We leave feeling completely full. 
Rusty doesn’t obstruct our home-
ward journey, and we’re relieved to 
find that the storm has abated.

Fjöruborðið: fjorubordid.is 
Ghost Centre: 
Icelandicwonders.com

   SHARE: gpv.is/stok

A day in Stokkseyri

Friendly Ghosts 
And Langoustine

Words ELI PETZOLD      Photos ART BICNICK
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REYKJAVÍK CLASSIC WHALE WATCHING

REYKJAVÍK EXPRESS WHALES & PUFFINS

REYKJAVÍK SEA ANGLING

REYKJAVÍK CLASSIC PUFFIN TOUR

Call us on +354 519 5000
or visit www.elding.is

Duration: 3 hours
Departures: Daily at 11:00 and 15:30

Duration: 1-1,5 hours
Departures: Daily at 9:30, 12:00 and 15:00

Duration: 1-1,5 hours
Departures: Up to 7 departures a day.

Duration: 2,5-3,5 hours
Departures:  Up to 6 departures a day.

 from Reykjavik

Price
6.000 ISK

Price
13.800 ISK

Price
22.990 ISK

Price
9.900 ISK

Come and meet us at Reykjavík Old Harbour
+354 519 5000

 

www.elding.is



BSI Bus Terminal • 101 Reykjavík •  580 5400 • main@re.is • www.re.is • www.ioyo.is

Free WiFi
when availableCheck out all the options on www.ioyo.is

OR
VIÐURKENND

FERÐAÞJÓNUSTA

CERTIFIED
TRAVEL SERVICE

GOLD-CLASS
ENVIRONMENTAL
UMHVERFISFLOKKUN

THE ADVENTURE 
HAS STARTED!

Experience the spring in Þórsmörk



Although you wouldn’t know from 
your fingers, still cold outside in 
the daytime, my sources keep tell-
ing me that summer has officially 
begun in some weird, old Icelandic 
technicality. This means we’ll be-
gin our Summer Saga Series. 
 As I have recapped before, there 
are many different kinds of Sagas. 
To celebrate summer pastimes 
like traveling and romance, I’ll 
be recapping the most neglected 
category of Sagas, called the rid-
darasögur. This literally trans-
lates as “sagas of knights,” but 
they’re usually just referred to as 
“romances.” So prepare yourself 
for exotic lands, lords, ladies, lov-
ers, and LOLz. The first stop on 
this journey is a close European 
neighbor, Britain, with an Old 
Norse translation of an Old French 
poem about King Arthur’s court. 
It centers on Erex, a knight whose 
name has yet to be trademarked 
by your start-up condom brand, so 
act now!

All is fair in 
love and dwarf

Not really. Dwarves can be total 
dicks. All of King Arthur’s court go 
out for a hunt, having been prom-
ised a kiss from the kingdom’s 
most beautiful maiden to who-
ever can kill a special deer. Erex 
is accompanying the queen and 
a maiden when they see another 
knight and a dwarf with a bullwhip 
in the woods. When approached, 

the dwarf whips the skin off the 
maiden’s hand and the skin off Er-
ex’s neck. Erex is too ashamed to 
return to Arthur’s castle Kardigan 
without vengeance. He rides after 
his new nem-
esis.
 He arrives 
at a castle and 
scopes out the 
most babeliest 
babe in all of 
Britain. He asks 
her dad for her 
hand in mar-
riage after he 
explains that 
he squandered 
their wealth with war, then says 
he’ll let her speak her mind on the 
matter. The author doesn’t, how-
ever, writing only that she agrees 
and they get betrothed. Typical 
mansplaining.

Nice day for 
a knight-wedding

Erex learns that the knight with 
the dwarf has a golden bird statue 
and challenges him for it. So he 
and this other knight rub poles—
or joust or whatever—and they end 
up on the ground, where Erex slic-
es off a piece of the other knight’s 
skull. Apparently, he wasn’t using 
that part of his skull anyway be-
cause he survives, surrenders and 
becomes a lackey of King Arthur’s 
Court, like a cabana boy. 
 Erex brings home his lady can-

dy and she promptly wins Medi-
eval England’s Next Top Maiden. 
The king claims the kiss he prom-
ised to the deer-killer, who conve-
niently turned out to be himself. 

(I see what you 
did there, your 
highness, and it 
was creepy, not 
cute.) The lov-
ers have a two-
week wedding, 
during which 
Erex apparently 
learns his wife’s 
name is Evida. 
You can already 
tell what a good 

listener he is. Such a catch.
 Erex loves Evida so much that 
he never goes out with his bros 
and they talk mad shit on him for 
that. The first time Evida actu-
ally speaks, she’s like, “I feel hella 
guilty that all his homies hate me 
for keeping Erex moored on Girl-
friend Island.” He hears this and 
insists that they pack up and ride 
away from his entourage of man-
children. 

Hack, slash, 
enslave, repeat

What follows next is a series of 
episodes, which might as well be 
levels in a video game, in which 
Erex and Evida run into people 
in all sorts of unfortunate situa-
tions. Erex gets out of each with 
startlingly hilarious displays of 

    
   
1.  Trademark Erex-brand 

condoms while you can.

2. Joust responsibly.

   Morals of 
   the story: 

RECAP: 
Episode 9
Erex Saga

TV ON THE 

ANCIENT

MANUSCRIPT

Words GRAYSON DEL FARO 
Artwork INGA MARIA BRYNJARSDÓTTIR
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On surfing, here,  
there, and anywhere...
I’ll go all around—sometimes 
I surf here in the south but 
really almost anywhere. It 
just depends on the swell. I 
lived in England, in Cornwall. 
I applied to a school in 
London, but I heard you 
could surf in Cornwall. So I 
went there instead.
 
On photography...
I was in art school in 
Cornwall for three years, 
studying photography. Now 
I do all kinds of work, but 
mostly outdoor stuff and 
surf photography. I’ll travel 

to shoot but I also work here 
with visiting pro surfers. 
I’ve worked in a few places 
abroad, like the Philippines, 
New Zealand, Hawaii, and 
Spain.
 
On living abroad  
versus living in one’s  
home country...
I think I’ll probably stay here. 
It’s one thing I’ve learned, 
you kind of appreciate your 
home country more after 
you’ve lived somewhere else 
and have travelled. Although 
everything is expensive and 
the politics suck, it’s a pretty 
nice place for kids to grow up. 

Words & Photo KELLEY REES & JÓHANNA PÉTURSDÓTTIR

violence. First, they encounter 
a band of robbers, the leader of 
which calls dibs on Evida, “first 
choice of [dat] booty.”
 Erex kills them all, splattering 
one’s brains about and stabbing 
another in the neck so powerfully 
that his eyes fly out of his face. 
Similar fates befall two giants 
who have carried off a naked man, 
a dragon who had half-swallowed 
a knight, and two different earls 
who attempt to woo Evida. Each 
person rescued pledges their ser-
vice to Erex and he sends them off 

to Arthur. 
 They come to a place called the 
Joy of the Court, from which no 
man has emerged alive. A dwarf 
admits them and Erex finds his 
cousin inside, who doesn’t kill 
him. Instead, they all ride back to 
Kardigan to join all the knights 
who’ve collected there. Erex in-
herits a kingdom from his father 
and everyone lives like Kard(igan)
ashians luxuriously ever after.

   SHARE: gpv.is/saga9

Book online and get 5% discount at: www.sternatravel.com

- The SecreT Lagoon TranSfer

- The BeauTifuL SouTh coaST

- The VoLcanic PeninSuLa-reykjaneS

- goLden circLe & The SecreT Lagoon

   

- 

feeL The freedom and exPerience The  
BeauTifuL iceLandic wonderS

Erlendur Magnússon
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Every issue, we will interview someone living and working in Reykjavík, so as to share 
with you, dear reader, the trials and tribulations of daily life here in the capital. 

HALLI

SMJÖRFLUGA

Don't Ask Nanna
By NANNA DÍS ÁRNADÓTTIR

Hello Nanna
Can I find eltern futhark runes in Iceland? I heard in street? 
ViKiNg LvvR

ViKiNg LvvR,
What the fuck are you asking me?
Are you asking whether our street signs are written in Elder 
Futhark? Ugh, I shouldn’t have said that, I can already imag-
ine Inspired by Iceland mocking up a pitch to the mayor to 
make this happen.
-Nanna

Hi Nanna, 
I’m going to be in Iceland for a week this summer and I’m hoping 
to avoid eating out at restaurants too much because it’s pretty 
pricey. So, what can I do instead given that I don’t have a kitch-
enette in my hotel room?
- Thrifty

Hey Thrifty,
Pro-tip from a broke-ass writer living off pocket lint and 
broken dreams: If you’re nice, the cashiers at 10-11 will prob-
ably let you heat up that sad fucking sandwich you made on 
your hotel bed in the microwave next to the register.
-Nanna

Hey Nanna
I’m thinking about renting a car when I visit your beautiful 
country next month but do I have to know how to drive a man-
ual? 
- Afraid Of The Stick

Hey Afraid Of The Stick,
Driving in Icelandic traffic is basically like going to the 
fucking Thunderdome with a bunch of four-year-old ampu-
tees. Even someone who doesn’t technically know how to 
drive manual should be fine in Iceland. Shit, it might be an 
advantage.
-Nanna

   MORE NANNA: gpv.is/NANNA

DON'T ASK NANNA MONSTER OF THE MONTH
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The tide mouse mostly dwells 
on the ocean floor, preferably at 
great depths. It is shaped like a 
field mouse, only larger. The tide 
mouse needs silver (some say 
gold) in order to survive, and it 
only comes ashore if great tidings 
are afoot. Good fortune awaits 
those who succeed in capturing 
a tide mouse. They must imme-
diately place it in a waterproof 
container, pour seawater over it 
and put a silver (or gold) coin in 
the container. A day later, another 
coin of equal value will have ap-
peared alongside it. The coin that 
was placed in the container is 
then removed, and this procedure 
is repeated once every day. One 
must remember to change the 
creature’s seawater daily
 
Source: Þorsteinn M. Jónsson, 
Gríma hin nýja III, p. 220.

Flæðarmús  
Tide Mouse

"Monster of the Month" is a spin off of 'The Museum 
of Hidden Beings', by artist Arngrímur Sigurðsson. 
He delved into Iceland´s mythological history, tak-
ing creature encounters from across the centuries 
and bringing them to life through painting in an act 
of creative cryptozoology. Find the book at book-
stores, or order it online at arngrimur.com. 

Lóa is basking in the sun on a faraway beach, 
Loabratorium will be back next issue.

TVEIR HRAFNAR listhús, Art Gallery 
Baldursgata 12 101 Reykjavík (at the corner of Baldursgata and Nönnugata, facing Þrír Frakkar Restaurant)
Phone: +354 552 8822 +354 863 6860 +354 863 6885 art@tveirhrafnar.is www.tveirhrafnar.is 
Opening hours: Thu-Fri 12pm - 5pm, Sat 1pm - 4pm and by appointment +354 863 6860

TVEIR HRAFNAR 
listhús, Art Gallery 
offers a range of artwork by 
contemporary Icelandic artists 
represented by the gallery, 
selected works by acclaimed 
artists and past Icelandic 
masters.

Georg Óskar 
Guðbjörg Lind Jónsdóttir
Hadda Fjóla Reykdal
Hallgrímur Helgason
Hulda Hákon
Húbert Nói Jóhannesson
Jón Óskar
Óli G. Jóhannsson
Steinunn Þórarinsdóttir
& Kristján Davíðsson
- among others

STEINuNN ÞóRARINSdóTTIR
Mosaic
MAy 21 - JuNE 25  2016

GET YOUR VIKING          

                         PORTRAIT TODAY
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Tel: +354 587 9999 · info@mountainguides.is · MOUNTAINGUIDES.IS
SCAN TO BOOK NOW

GLACIER WALK & OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

1

SUPER JEEP ADVENTURES

icelandrovers.is info@icelandrovers.is · Tel: +354 587 9999 

HIGHLAND & GLACIERTOURS FROM REYKJAVÍK 2016

MAKE EVERY MOMENT AN EXPERIENCE
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GLACIER WALKS

SÓLHEIMAJÖKULL & SKAFTAFELL

DAY TOURS 2016 

mountainguides.is 

info@mountainguides.is · Tel: +354 587 9999 
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mountainguides.is 
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Descend 120 metres into a volcano 
and explore an underground world.

Take part in a great adventure.

Inside  Volcanoth
e

One of twenty places in the 
world you must see before 
you die.
                     - CNN

I have never been anywhere 
underground that matches 
the grandeur and impact of 
this place.
           - The Sunday Times

Standing inside a volcano 
is a strangely emotional 
experience.
     - The Guardian

More info: InsideTheVolcano.com 
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Sometimes I get this annoying feeling, "Is 
this just happening because I'm a woman?" 
And usually I'm right, at least when it’s re-
lated to periods or forgetting to smile. Also, 
apparently, it’s not right for a woman to talk 

about her beer-induced diarrhea.

• • •   • • •   • • •   • • •

The other day a girl reached out to me on 
Snapchat and gave me some advice: "Women 
should not make poop jokes," she said. Like 
most advice I ignored it and proceeded to in-
form my Snapchat followers of the risks of do-
ing poopy while still having a tampon in your 

vagina.

• • •   • • •   • • •

Women were denied the right to take part 
in politics, airplane flying and doctoring 
throughout the years but that's slowly chang-
ing. Women are rising up through feminism 
to take over the world and kill every single 
man on earth. Thereby ending world hunger. 
We need to be fighting to have access to every 

conversation. The poopy ones included.

• • •

I like poop jokes because almost everyone 
can relate to them (except politicians). We all 
have the need to poop and sometimes it's fun 
and sometimes it's not. We all have poop sto-
ries and it's important to hear them from all 
points of view: Men’s, women’s, minorities’. 
Do we all poop the same? I'm not sure. Let's 

find out.
 SHARE: gpv.is/backthinks

Bylgja Babýlóns

Poop.

Gullfoss
canyon rafting

Your adventure tour operator in Iceland since 1983

Book your adventure now!

arcticrafting.com

Rafting on a glacial river

Enjoy beautiful landscape 
from a new angle!

Rafting down Hvítá glacial river is a splendid way 
to spend the day and enjoy gentle rapids and 
a spectacular canyon scenery.

adventures.is | info@adventures.is | +354 562 7000 | Reykjavík sales office at Laugavegur 11

Easy | 4–7 hours | May 15th – Sep. 30th | Min. age 11 years

TOURIST INFORMATION AND 
FREE BOOKING SERVICE

Bankastræti 2 - Downtown
itm@itm.is - www.itm.is 
Tel: +354 522 4979 
Summer: 08.00 - 21.00
Winter: 09.00 - 19.00

We are proud to be the first & only downtown Tourist Information fully 
accredited by both the Icelandic Tourist Board and the Vakinn Quality System.

Drop by, we speak... 
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WHERE FRIES
ARE TWICE 

AS NICE!

Vitastígur 10  |  rvkchips.is
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