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In the Western world, asceticism was 
underpinned by Christianity and its 
attitudes towards the body and its 
needs. And before that, by the odd an-
cient Greek mystery cult. At the outset 
of Christianity, prior to—and early 
on in—the development of monastic 
rules, hermits would take up extreme 
ascetic lifestyles, abstaining from al-
most anything sans their most basic 
needs to survive. One such hermit was 
Saint Simeon the Stylite, who, in the 
5th century AD, spent 47 years stand-
ing on a pillar near Aleppo in Syria. 
Although such extremities were the 
exception, asceticism with regards to 
diet, e.g. avoiding red meat and some-
times all animal products, that is Lent 
a.k.a vegetarianism (and not to men-
tion ascetic values with regard to sex-
uality and the body), was a part of the 

Church’s doctrine. 
     Modernity killed religion. Yet 

in the 21st century, asceticism 
lives on. Exit Lent. Enter 

Veganuary. Each January 
in Iceland, social media 
comes alive with people 
who are using the first 
month of the year to ei-
ther try out veganism, or 
to celebrate their long-
standing animal product 

abstention by sharing recipes, stories, 
tips, health information, and grim 
facts about factory farming and the 
dairy industry. Restaurants all around 
town put on special vegan menus, and 
there are all kinds of meat-free meet-
ups for people to discuss the merits of 
kale, buckwheat, almond milk and ta-
hini. And seitanists. Seitanists every-
where, publically hailing seitan.
 Here in the West, modernity also 
killed famine. Yet, we’re not happy. 
Maybe we are all tired of modern 
abundance and actually, deep inside, 
resent living in urban environments 
that provide endless eating options 
and discourage exercise. Through go-
ing vegan, even though it’s only for a 
month, we might also feel we can at-
tempt to fight the worldwide meat in-
dustry—one of the world’s largest con-
tributors to deforestation and globally 
shrinking biodiversity, and a leading 
producer of greenhouse gases, right 
up there with fossil fuels. All this, and 
we’ve a climate change denier getting 
ready to move into the White House.
 If only we could stick to it for a 
month or longer. Maybe, yet again, in 
order to do that we need the help of an 
all-seeing deity and its enforcers on 
earth. JR & JTS

Intro: The 
Music Awards
Two months on from the yearly music 
scene state-of-the-union that is the Ice-
land Airwaves festival, and after the De-
cember barrage of end-of-year round-
ups, we at the Grapevine like to take a 
look back at all the glorious shit that 
went down over the last twelve months 
in Iceland’s ever-expanding, often eclec-
tic, sometimes apoplectic music scene. 
So with that in mind: welcome to our 
fifth annual Grapevine Music Awards 
issue.
 In these pages, you’ll find the choices 
made by our three expert judges, care-
fully selected by virtue of being the 
biggest tinnitus-having, bar-propping, 
venue-hopping music nerds we know. 
Whether it’s identifying the game-
changing artist who defined the musi-
cal zeitgeist of 2016, or picking out the 
little-known band that were before their 
time and never quite got the attention 
they deserved, this is the issue where 
we give a shout-out to the bands who 
moved the goalposts, set the tone and 
loudened up the lives of the people who 
call this mid-Atlantic rock home. 
 We also give 2016 a general side-eye. 
On page 10, there’s a flick through the 
top news stories of the year (remem-
ber that time we had an election, but 
didn’t get a government?). And after all 
the top bands, tracks and albums of the 
year (p. 21-28), you can see which unex-
pected travel stories almost exploded 
our server (p. 56). And all that’s without 
mentioning the bonus content, includ-
ing lamb hearts (p. 52) and krakens (p. 
62). Happy new year, guys! JR. JR
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In This Issue

Abstinence

THE GRAPEVINE PLAYLIST

The Colorist & Emili-
ana Torrini - Gun

Originally appearing 
on the debut album 
by her former band 
GusGus, "Gun" is one 
of eleven tracks that 
Emiliana reworks 
with The Colorist, 
a Moondog-influ-
enced eight-piece 
ensemble led by 
percussionists 
Aarich Jespers and 
Kobe Proesmans. 
This trip-hop classic 
gets a fresh lease on 
life. SHP

Bang Gang - We Will 
Never Get Along 

A song you can listen 
to while you watch 
old home videos of 
you and your ex. It’s a 
nostalgic heartbreak 
that reminds you with 
a beating piano just 
how broken every-
thing is. As it builds and 
builds you reach for 
resolution only to find 
out there is none. The 
moment has passed 
and you’re sitting 
there watching a VHS. 
Where did you even 
find that thing?  PY

Gangly - Blow Out

Gangly, we have loved 
you from the start. Bit 
by bit they open up 
their molten electric 
world that exists 
somewhere between 
the realms of human 
and machine. It’s a 
dark place, but they 
give us just enough of 
a glimmer to tempt us 
in, again and again. PY

Melting Session ft. 
Kira Kira - SKINN

The ever-intriguing 
Kira Kira has been 
making experimen-
tal music for over a 
decade, and in recent 
times, she’s gone from 
strength to strength 
with a series of killer 
collaborations. Her 
newest offering 
“SKINN” is a warm 
ambient sprawl that 
came out at the turn of 
the year, with a suit-
ably ambiguous video 
to match. JR

Retro Stefson - 
Scandinavian Pain

Oh Retro Stefson, 
we hardly knew thee. 
Actually, we knew 
you pretty well by the 
end. But you kept on 
changing. From the 
shy indie-pop teens 
of 2008 to a stadium-
sized pop-rap-metal-
disco party band 
mashup of 2016, you 
leave us with this—
four down-tempo 
pop songs, snuck out 
on Christmas Day. 
Thanks, Retro Stef-
son! Later! JR

Listen & watch: 
GPV.IS/PLAY

Words:  
PARKER, SVEINBJÖRN & JOHN
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Dear Reykjavík  
Grapevine,

I'm probably the biggest 
fan of your magazine 
and Iceland itself in the 

world. I love Iceland more than any other 
thing in the world, and I like seeing it as 
my own country (even though I live about 
5000 km away from it). You guys there in 
Iceland are the best people in the world 
and you're very lucky to have such a great 
country. I'm trying to learn Icelandic 
with the help of a book but I'm currently 
too busy studying for the high school en-
trance exam here, so I'm currently unable 
to study it.
 I've been obsessed with Iceland at 
least since I was 9, and two years ago, 
when I was 11, a dream that I thought was 
impossible to become true, became true! 
My family and I paid a five day visit to 
Iceland, and those five days were truly 
unforgettable for me.
 I first saw the Reykjavík Grapevine 
when my family was buying a day tour 
to the south coast and Jökulsárlón at the 
Gray Line sales office near Lækjartorg, 
and since then I've been a daily visitor to 
the website and the Facebook page (gotta 

admit that I'm a daily visitor of Iceland 
Monitor too). Last year, my parents gave 
me the money to become a print sub-
scriber of the Reykjavík Grapevine as new 
year's present (we don't have Christmas 
here) and since January I've been a print 
subscriber—probably the only one from 
Turkey. That is, up until now, as the 
subscription cost has nearly tripled and 
an economic crisis-ish thing has made 
the cost a lot more than it previously 
was for me. So very sadly I'm not a print 
subscriber anymore.
 I love the Grapevine. I become so 
happy whenever a new issue arrives 
in my mailbox (I even store the paper 
envelopes that come with the magazine). 
And just reading the magazine makes me 
feel so happy. I feel like I'm refreshing 
my ties with Iceland, my self-proclaimed 
motherland. I especially enjoy the travel 
section, and when it's about my favourite 
region—the East—I just can't finish 
reading it. Thank you so much for keeping 
me updated about Iceland with real time 
news all the time!
 I will definitely come again to Ice-
land, and when I come, I'll never go back.
 I would like ask you for a tiny, tiny fa-
vor. If you ever interview Sigur Rós (a.k.a. 
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the best band in the world that cannot be 
surpassed by anyone) in the future, can 
you say hi to them for me?
 Best-est regards,
- Efekan

Dear Efekan,
 Wow, thanks for the praise. Making 
a newspaper or two every month, and 
then another, and then another, some-
times makes us feel slightly detached 
from all you lovin’ readers out out 
there, so we’re always really heartened 
to hear from someone who loves the 
magazine.
 But, seeing as you also read Iceland 
Monitor, I’m afraid we can’t give you 
the usual prize of a t-shirt. That’s just 
for serious loyalists who become will-
ingly unemployed to live in a bucket and 
not do anything other than reading back 
issues of the Reykjavík Grapevine, ever. 
 But seeing as you’re so very enthusi-
astic and kind about our magazine, and 
all things Iceland, we’ve decided to give 
you a 2017 subscription for free. Maybe 
you can use all those envelopes and 
make your own Grapevine t-shirt?

Love. Your friends at 
The Reykjavík Grapevine 

Whoever sends in the LOVELIEST 
LETTER of the issue usually gets a 
free REYKJAVÍK GRAPEVINE 
Royal Crest Reykjavík Style 
T-shirt, designed by Icelandic 
Graphics Legend HÖRÐUR 
KRISTBJÖRNSSON. But for this 
time only, it ś  a different prize—a 
year's subscription to the magazine.

Want a subscription, or a shirt? 
 Go to: SHOP.GRAPEVINE.IS.

Loveliest 
Letter:

Special Prize: 
A Free 2017
Subscription

Visit us at Reykjavík City Hall
Do you need helpful hints about  
culture, dining and other activities  
in our favourite city? We would love 
to assist you with planning your 
stay and booking your adventure!
 
See you at the Official Tourist  
Information Centre.

Open daily from 8-20
visitreykjavik.is
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Inner Workings

Figures 
Don't 

Lie

Like parents all over the world, I spent 
my December this year spinning an 
elaborate web of deception. I am a two-
faced swindler who in the same breath 
tells my six-year-old daughter that it 
is wrong to lie and that, yes, Santa can 
still get into our house even if we don’t 
have a chimney, because he is magic.
 Before they were born, the Icelandic 
father of my children turned to me one 
Christmas and said, “We aren’t going 
to lie to our kids about the whole Santa, 
reindeer, North Pole business, right?” I 
replied, “Well, let’s decide what kind 
of lies we tell. Will we tell them that 
if they are good, a jolly happy elf-man 

will bring them presents, or do we tell 
them that if they don’t get clothing for 
Christmas, a giant cat will steal and 
eat them?” Thus began my adventure 
in raising bicultural children. As it 
happens, my kids get double lies at 
Christmas. Their December is full of 
shoes in windows for Yule Lads, and 
wish lists to send to the North Pole.
 Christmas lies are the best lies. 
There are few stories in our culture 
that are as thoroughly fantastic as 
the tall tales we tell at Christmas. The 
holiday brings with it a whole set of 
backstories, songs, rituals, and gran-
diose lore built up around our myths. 
As we tell these stories to our chil-
dren, singing songs about Rudolph 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer or Grýla and 
the Christmas Cat, we play with their 
imaginations.

Lying to children  
is good for them

Lying results in the two important 
gifts we give children over the holi-
days that can’t be wrapped up with 
shiny paper: magic and critical think-
ing. Do you remember what it felt 
like to believe the Christmas lies? It 
is extraordinary. A vibrant magical 
imagination is one of the most pleas-
ing things about being human, and it 
doesn’t stop at childhood. We get sto-
ries about a wizard boy who goes to 
a special school, or hobbits, dragons, 
Jedi, and robots with human feelings, 
all born from the minds of adults with 
vivid magical imaginations.
 Young people are constantly puz-
zling out the world. When we are 
small, it is unclear how much magic 

actually exists in the world, and we 
are ready to believe what we are told. 
My children are five and six, and a lot 
of my job as their mother these days 
surrounds explaining the earth, hu-
mans, history, and biology. The truth 
is sometimes so fantastic and wonder-
ful it seems like magic. If you have ever 
spent an afternoon with a five-year-
old explaining what dinosaurs were, 
or flying fish, or how people used to 
believe the world was flat until they 
built large ships (because there were 
no airplanes) and set out on the vast 
open ocean with only the stars at night 
to guide them, you know what I mean. 
A city full of elves isn’t all that unbe-
lievable.

Kid logic is wonderful
Which brings me to critical thinking. 
As I lie to my children about Christ-
mas over the years, they are devel-
oping logical mechanisms to prove 
what is real, and what is imaginary, 
and determining on their own what 
must be true. Kid logic is wonderful! 
Sometimes, evidence leads to exactly 
the wrong conclusion. As a child grow-
ing up on a small hobby farm, I applied 
fierce logic to the evidence at hand 
each Christmas, and found compel-

ling results. Item one. Cookies we left 
for Santa were eaten in the morning. 
Item two. The note for Santa was al-
ways answered. Item three. We left hay 
for the reindeer, and in the morning, 
it was all mussed up, because obvi-
ously, the reindeer had needed to fuel 
up for their long journey. At that point, 
it seemed that the whole Santa thing 
must be real. I don’t remember the 
moment I realized there was a much 
simpler and more likely explanation 
for all these occurrences, but at some 
point my brain developed the ability to 
analyze the facts at hand and land at a 
more realistic conclusion. I wasn’t told 
that Santa isn’t real. I didn’t need to be 
told, because I had practiced the skill 
of critical thinking and formulating 
my own ideas.
 As we grow up, and even as adults, 
there are a lot of authority figures 
telling us what is true. Advertisers, 
politicians, and religious leaders are 
all selling their versions of reality to 
humanity. The Christmas lies are the 
first practice we give our youngsters in 
thinking independently and question-
ing authority. Given the current state 
of political rhetoric and the constant 
bombardment of modern advertising, 
we could all use a bit more of that.

 Share this article: 
GPV.IS/XMAS1
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Photo  
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OPINION

Christmas 
Is A Lie

And you must be a 
two-faced swindler
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662
The number of tonnes of  
fireworks exploded over  

Iceland on New Year’s Eve.

6
The number of fireworks- 
related injuries this year.

2,500
The number of parts per  
million per cubic metre  
of pollutants in the air  

at half past midnight on  
New Year’s Eve.

9%
Percentage of the Icelandic 
 population who are Geminis;  

the largest portion of the  
country attributed to one  

astrological sign.

3
The number of minutes  

which had passed in  
2017 when the first  

Icelander of the year  
was born.

#northernlightsbus
#bustraveliceland

Availability: Every night

Pickup starts: 20:30
*October 1.–15.: 21:30

Duration: 3–5 hours

Price: 6.400 ISK

Warm clothing required

Refreshments included

Book online  
for a 10% discount

Promo code NLB16

www.bustravel.is
info@bustravel.is
+354 511 2600

Northern Lights Bus
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Towards the end of every year, some pub-
lications in Iceland release a forecast for 
the year to come. Never one to be left out 
of a hot trend, we decided to get in on the 
action, too. Here, then, are the bold and 
earth-shaking predictions we’ve made 
for the year to come.

1.  The weather will be rather unpre-
dictable in 2017. It will be windy.

2.  A record number of tourists will 
visit Iceland.

3.  A considerable amount of earth-
quakes will be recorded.

4.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.  Sigmundur Davíð Gunnlaugsson 
will become Prime Minister, but 
to make this absolutely clear, we 
are not sure in which country he’ll 
become PM, nor if that country is 
of this world.

6.  A band that was really popular 15-
20 years ago will play a sold out, 
overpriced concert in Iceland. Af-
ter the gig a 43-year-old man will 
describe it to his wife as great, and 
that the band “hasn’t forgotten 
anything!” The band will claim 
that they “always wanted to come 
to Iceland” and that it had nothing 
to do with the fact that the króna 
is strong. 

7.  Iceland won’t win Eurovision.

8.  Iceland’s football team will fade 
back into obscurity.

9.   A beloved artist will die, causing 
an outpouring of social media 
grief and unconditional love, ab-
solutely disregarding that shame-
ful period in the 90s.

10. Traffic will be hectic in 2017.

11. A month’s rent in Reykjavík will 
become approximately three 
months’ salary.

12. A volcano will erupt or show signs 
of activity.

13. Construction of a new hotel will 
finally finish in Reykjavik and a 
new bar will open.

14. A tourist will need to be rescued.

15. The state will sell some assets for 
a fraction of what they are worth. 
The lucky buyers will happen to 
be family members of the Prime 
Minister. In his defense, the right 
wing will claim that it’s “a pretty 
great family” and that "poor peo-
ple should just stop being poor." 

16. A respected cultural figure will 
openly share their view that 
downtown Reykjavík is becom-
ing a puffin shop.

17. The Prime Minister of Iceland will 
become entangled in a scandal in-
volving an online dating service.

18. Color Run 2017 will be sold out.

19. A media company will be bought 
by Björn Ingi Hrafnsson, continu-
ing to feed his insatiable appetite 
for troubled media companies. 
The Reykjavík Grapevine will con-
tinue to aggravate the Progressive 
Party in an ongoing effort to vie 
for his attention.

20. Icelanders will finally break their 
own record for purchases of new 
Range Rovers, that they previous-
ly set in 2007.

21. A Russian aircraft will fly close to 
Icelandic airspace in 2017.

22. A new study will reveal that some-
thing, previously thought very 
healthy, is actually not so healthy 
or even not healthy at all. This will 
add to the smugness of some, and 
have no effect on the rest. 

23. A public figure will appear on the 
cover of a glossy magazine speak-
ing openly about alcoholism and 
substance abuse. After a short 
outrage following a scandal, the 
public will have sympathy for the 
public figure—continuing the un-
written agreement the nation has 
with itself that everybody gets one 
free “out” in life: alcoholism. 

24. Boys will be boys in 2017. Some 
girls will also be boys. A few will 
be neither, both or other.

25. Someone will complain about the 
weather in 2017.

26.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27.  Puffins will have a bad year.

28. The Reykjavík Grapevine will have 
roughly 500,000 readers in 2017. 
Consider forcing this issue into 
the hands of the next person when 
you’re done with it and saying with 
an authoritative voice, “Read!” 
We’re going to need unconvention-

al tactics for this to come true. 

29. An Icelandic tech startup will file 
for bankruptcy.

30. A movie score composed by an 
Icelander will be nominated for a 
prize in 2017.

31. Björk will still be cool in 2017. In 
a nationally broadcast speech, 
she will remove her luchador 
mask and claim “I was only kid-
ding all this time, I’m really su-
per normal.” A nation in shock 
will decide that being normal 
is the new cool and the original 
Queen B will hold her coolness. 

32. A food choice will continue to be 
the apex of moral superiority, over-
shadowing volunteering, altruism, 
and selfless heroism yet again.

33. A report will conclude that the 
glaciers of Iceland are smaller in 
2017 than they have been before.

34. More young people will move 
away from Iceland than to Iceland.

35. A tourist will be found defecating 
where one shouldn’t.

36. Iceland’s elite counterterrorism 
unit will be called out to disarm 
a scarcely dressed, drunk man in 
his fifties, keeping his neighbors 
awake with clamor and outcries 
of obscenity while waving an um-
brella.

37.  
 
 
 
 

38. At a Reykjavík grocery store, 
a strange insect will be found 
hiding in a box of fruit, having 
survived the trip to Iceland. Ex-
tensive coverage by the nation's 
largest media will ensue.

39. A crowd standing in line before an 
opening of a new store will be the 
object of ridicule on social media.

40. A relatively famous, foreign mar-
keting guru will hold a lecture 
in Iceland on how to market an 
event. Tickets will cost approxi-
mately $800.

41. A brand new restaurant will open 
downtown. Food will be great.

42. An internet “meme” aimed to 
change the world will surface. The 
“meme” claiming Iceland jailed 
its bankers and has free health-
care will not have the desired ef-
fect despite being accompanied 
by a great photo and showing an 
inspired employment of typogra-
phy.

43. The President will do some-
thing mildly embarrassing but 
he is so adorable no one will 
even notice.

44. A lunar or astronomical event 
only visible from Iceland every 
150 years or more will take place 
in 2017. The event will seemingly 
be greatly anticipated according 
to the amounts of posts on social 
media. Mysteriously only five peo-
ple will actually remember to look 
out for the event and, to their dis-
appointment, it will be a cloudy 
night.

45. On December 31st, Icelanders 
will bid 2017 farwell by exploding 
some 600+ tonnes of fireworks. 
Magically, through the smog, a 
new year should appear.

Grapevine’s 2017 Prophecies
What wonders will the new year have in store for us? We consulted some of 
Iceland's best psychics (in our price range, subject to availability) to find out!

The next  
coalition gov-
ernment will 
be unpopular.

Someone will 
attempt a  
robbery with  
a needle.

Words  
THE 

REYKJAVÍK 
GRAPEVINE 

VÖLVA SQUAD 

Illustration  
LÓA HLÍN 

HJÁLMTÝS-
DÓTTIR

Share this article:  
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Iceland  
will remain  
malaria-free.





Even though there are plenty of people 
happy to see this year come to an end, 
not all the news of the past year was 
necessarily bad. Political upheaval was 
a dominant theme in Iceland, but what 
attracted readers from outside Iceland 
spanned a wide range. So join us on 
a magical journey through last year’s 
headlines.

Our most read stories
Our single most-read story of 2016 was 
“Prime Minister Resigns,” reporting 
on when Sigmundur Davíð Gunnlaugs-
son stepped down as Prime Minister 
last spring in the wake of the Pana-
ma Papers scandal and a disastrous, 
cringe-inducing interview he took 
with Swedish television. Similarly, the 
lead-up story, “PM Sigmundur Davíð 
Gunnlaugsson Wavers On Resigna-
tion,” was our third most-read story. 
But in terms of sheer staying power, 
staying at the top of the list for months 
on end, nothing beat “No, The Gov-
ernment Will Not Pay You To Mar-
ry An Icelander,” a brief news story 
meant solely to debunk a number of 
hoax articles circulating which con-
tended that the Icelandic government 
was handing out cash to foreign men 
to marry Icelandic women due to a do-
mestic male shortage. Following close 
behind that was “Iceland’s President 
Drops Not-So-Subtle Message For 
Trump,” in which President Guðni 
Th. Jóhannesson wished President-
elect Donald Trump congratulations 
on his election by emphasising the 
importance of tolerance and human 
rights. After this was “Women In Ice-
land Leaving Work Today At 14:38,” 
which covered a grassroots movement 
by women in this country to leave work 
early in protest against the gender 
wage gap—always a hot-button topic. 
 On a related note, when it comes to 
what people are Googling that brings 
them to our site, no subject seems to 
be more popular than Icelandic wom-
en. Half of our top ten search terms 
were some variation or other of these 
two words. Grapevine isn’t a dating 
service. Spread the word.

News editor’s choice
There are some stories that, whether 
ranking high in terms of visits or not, 
were personal favourites of the edito-
rial news department here. Amongst 
them was any story regarding asylum 
seekers. These stories have been met 
with mostly positive responses from 
our readers, especially those who live 
here, and most of our breaking news 
stories were about these people. “Why 
Does This Keep Happening?”, a 
lengthy, investigative story about the 
problems within the Directorate of 
Immigration, was also well received. 
We were also quite fond of any story 
involving protests and activism, of 
which there were many this year; in 

fact, the protests held at Parliament in 
the wake of the Panama Papers scan-
dal were the largest in Icelandic his-
tory, with about 10% of the population 
showing up. 

The top animal news 
stories of 2016

In between stories of asylum seekers, 
protests, and elections, there’s one 
subject matter we really enjoy visiting 
again and again: animals in the news. 
These stories not only provide valu-
able comic relief; they also remind us 
that we share this country with plenty 
of non-human residents. So who were 
these four-legged and finned heroes?
 “Icelanders build cottages for 
Reykjavík stray cats” was one of the 
more heartwarming animal news sto-
ries last year. Winter is hard on all of 
us, and that’s especially the case when 
you depend on the great outdoors for 
food, so it was nice to see people help-
ing these distinctly helpful animals 
(a harbour town, Reykjavík would 
likely be overrun with rats without 
them). Whale conservation group Orca 

Guardians Iceland held a contest to 
name a baby killer whale that proved 
extraordinarily popular, although we 
weren’t exactly thrilled that “Tide” 
won in the end. Apart from being a 
type of laundry detergent, Tide is also 
not nearly as cool as another nomina-
tion, Echo. Plus, if the baby killer whale 
had been named Echo, you could sim-
ply name the rest of the pod The Bun-
nymen. Nothing is quite as adorable 
as firefighters rescuing a cat from a 
tree. Not exactly hard-hitting Pulitzer 
material, but who doesn’t like seeing 
a photo essay of a grateful owner hap-
pily reunited with his beloved feline? 
Some people seem to love animals so 
much they’re willing to break the law. 
Never was this more true when it came 
to light that rogue horseback riders 
were plaguing the town of Reyk-
janesbær, mostly by riding in areas 
where horses are forbidden, leaving 
numerous piles of post-digestion hay 
around town. Climate change may be 
rapidly destroying humanity’s future, 
but seals at least seem to be doing 
just fine, at least around Iceland. The 
native population of these animals has 

actually been on the rise, for the first 
time in many years. A blessed sign, 
in that it means even after we’re long 
gone, at least the seals will have some-
where to play.

The top tourism stories 
of 2016

Now that tourism has become the 
backbone of our economy, both tour-
ism and tourists alike have been prom-
inent in the news. This year, there 
were virtually no stories about tour-
ists pooping outdoors (even if, as far 
as we know, the dearth of public toilets 
at tourist spots has not been rectified), 
but there were signs that the tourism 
bubble is straining against its seams.
 The beautiful black-sand beach of 
Reynisfjara became synonymous with 
folly, a lack of vision or preparation 
regarding tourism, and death. This 
beach, known for its sinister “sneak-
er waves” that come out of nowhere, 
and its powerful undertow, claimed 
a couple lives and put others in great 
danger. Icelanders were quick to point 
out that there were no clear warning 
signs at the beach advising people to 
avoid going near the water. This has 
since been addressed, and we haven’t 
heard about any other drownings 
since. The sheer number of tourists 
has also been a preoccupation, and 
with good reason: about five times the 
total population of the country visited 
Iceland this year, and American tour-
ists alone outnumbered Icelanders. 
Not that more tourists necessarily 
means more revenue, either—as a re-
cent economic forecast from Lands-
banki pointed out, while tourist num-
bers will increase, revenue generated 
from tourism will sharply fall over 
the next three years. As such, it may 
be that our chance to cash in on the 
tourism bubble, and use that money 
to improve our infrastructure so we 
can actually accommodate them, may 
have come and gone. As adorable as 
the Icelandic horse is, at least one Ice-
landic horse farmer has become fed 
up with tour buses disembarking at 
his property, and letting tourists pet 
and feed his horses. As this can give 
horses considerable health problems, 
the best policy to operate under when 
it comes to Icelandic horses is “look, 
don’t touch.” In less ominous news, 
it has come to light that the traffic 
roundabout is the bane of tourists in 
Iceland. This is largely due to the fact 
that in Iceland, the inside ring has the 
right of way, which is counterintuitive 
to many around the world. Although 
Icelanders abide this in order to pre-
vent people from getting trapped in 
the middle of a roundabout, ‘National 
Lampoon’s European Vacation’ style, 
it’s not even a part of our traffic laws, 
so the confusion is certainly under-
standable. Ask your rental service 
about local traffic laws and customs—
it could save your life!
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The Grapevine has always been the sole 
media outlet in Iceland that stands 
against tyranny and oppression. We 
are a brave candle in this dark, dark 
land, illuminating and warming all 
who read our pages. Whether it’s a 
thought-provoking 600-word analysis 
of a public swimming facility or cou-
rageously being the only listing ser-
vice that warns you which troubadour 
is where, at what time and on what 
day, the Grapevine is here to set things 
straight. Some would call us heroes, 
but we don’t believe in titles—except 
the ones we give. 
 The Reykjavík Grapevine’s “Person 
Of The Year Award” goes to the former 
Prime Minister of Iceland, Sigmundur 
Davíð Gunnlaugsson.
 We are here to make right a hor-
rible injustice that has taken place, 
no doubt as the result of a secret anti-
Sigmundur cabal within the walls of 
Iceland’s national broadcaster, RÚV. He 
was denied the RÚV’s Person Of The 
Year Award because RÚV doesn’t value a 
diversity of voices, in this case the voices 
of a vote-bot service with IP addresses 
located in Bangladesh. Only votes from 
actual tax-paying humans in Iceland 
count? More monocultural nationalism 
for Sigmundur to fight against!

{

Sigmundur made international head-
lines for his staunch belief in a global 

community. He doesn’t even like to 
keep his money in Iceland, which, 
when you consider the taxes in this 
country, makes sense. But when Ice-
landic banks needed money to lend, he 
had no problem using his offshore ac-
count money, so long as he was guar-
anteed he would be paid back, support-
ing legislation to make that a reality. 
This is a politician, a philanthropist 
and a savvy businessman wrapped in 
one hauntingly child-like physique.
 Other news sources might be 
tempted to say: On April the 3rd 2016 
the Icelandic nation watched in hor-
ror as the George Soros-sponsored 
interviewer and most Swedish Swede 
in history, Sven Bergmann, asked Sig-
mundur the now infamous question: 
“Mr. Prime Minister, what can you tell 
me about a company called Wintris?” 
Two days later, Sigmundur resigned, 
following the largest protest in Ice-
land’s history.

{

What they won’t say is it was unsea-
sonably warm and sunny that day. Was 
it really a protest or were people just 
out enjoying the sunshine and taking 
a recreational stroll from the houses 
Sigmundur Davíð saved for them? 
Think about it: If Icelanders were re-
ally that pissed off about politicians 
having offshore accounts, why would 
a plurality of the country vote for the 

Independence Party? 
 Anyway, what could Sigmundur 
Davíð tell the George Soros-lab-creat-
ed clone interviewer Sven Bergmann 
about a company called “Wintris”? The 
letter “W” isn’t in the Icelandic alpha-
bet and as anyone learning a language 
knows it’s hard to explain something 
that you’ve never seen. He doesn’t have 
time to keep track of everything. He’s a 
busy man. He’s lucky if he can get both 
shoes on in the morning. 
 All he did was sign something that 
moved 1.2 billion ISK into an offshore ac-
count in the British Virgin Islands. Can 
you truly blame a man for wanting to help 
his wife save some of the inheritance she 
so bravely sued her family to obtain?

{

Sigmundur Davíð, you make every-
thing more interesting and awkward. 
You’re one of the four most popular 
things on our website, with the others 
being the national football team, vol-
canic eruptions, and reminders that 
“No, the government will not pay you 
to marry an Icelander.” Some might 
say you’ve hit a slump, resigning as 
Prime Minister and losing the leader-
ship of your party, but we haven’t lost 
faith. You’re fearless and delusionally 
persistent. If anyone can pull off a sur-
prise comeback, it’s you.
 
Takk fyrir síðast.

Death is everywhere on New Year’s 
Eve. This is the time we choose to pu-
rify ourselves.
 The death of time, the death of 
memories, the death of ideas. 
 Champagne, fireworks, masks. 
Look to the sky and think about the 
things that were taken from you last 
year. What you were given. The failure, 
the defeat, the struggle. The fervour 
and joy, the moments of bizarre kind-
ness, the brief insights into the King-
dom of Love.
 Meet yourself in the boardroom of 
your mind and bring your resolution 
with you. Yes, yes, yes. The resolution. 
What a great word. A strong word, a 
powerful word. It has a military feel to 
it, fitting the occasion.
 It’s normal to want to kill a part 
of oneself during this time. Kill the 
smoker in you, the drinker, the rest-
less poet screaming in traffic. It’s 
what you should do. Become a better 
person, they say. Become a better ver-
sion of yourself. The best one possible. 
This is what they tell you. And to do 
this you need to kill yourself. You need 
to murder your own flawed character. 
The infinite limitations, vices and 

shortcomings that make you who you 
are. Yes. This is the mission. Execute 
yourself. Ruthlessly, spectacularly, 
ISIS-style.
 The end of you is the beginning of 
you. It’s the exact same thing. Religion 
understands this. God understands 
Time.

…

When you have successfully executed 
the old and flawed version of what 
once was known as yourself, it’s time 
for incorporating desirable qualities 
into the carcass. 
 Your new ghost should be witty, fit 
for modern times. I can picture it on 
stage, pale and translucent, showering 
the audience with clever and progres-
sive jokes about the end of the world. 
Yes, it’s the end of the liberal world and 
we need witty people more than ever. 
Once you’ve killed yourself I’m sure 
your 2017 phantom will have some-
thing witty to say about fascism. I’d 
really like to hear it. The platforms are 
there. Now it’s time to hear it. What’s 
your witty take on the spectacle that 
was 2016? I’ll retweet it and share it 

and write it on a celebrity grave, my 
ravishing jester!
 Let’s see some irony in everyday 
life. There’s not nearly enough of it. 
Here’s an idea for your little zombie in 
the making, A Style Guide for the Con-
fused and Recently Deceased Person. 
Get your Trump Fan Outfit on. The 
cap, the Trump 4 President t-shirt, the 
501 Levis. Look at yourself. So fucking 
beautifully ironic! Haha! Now head to 
the next vegan restaurant. Go! Doesn’t 
matter a whole lot what you’re having. 
The vegan alt-right is here, passionate 
about tape recordings, border control 
and the environment. Place an order 
and sit down. Unleash your Macbook 
Air! Put on the headphones. Belle & Se-
bastian maybe? Radiohead will work as 
well, Sufjan Stevens a fine option also. 
Draw a bit in your Moleskine while you 
wait. Draw something meaningless 
but weird. Don’t think about God and 
Time and Love.
 Now they bring you the food. Ask 
for mercy, just like they did in ancient 
times.
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Sema Erla Serdar, a Social Democrat 
who has been very active on the sub-
ject of foreigners in Iceland, was dis-
traught by news reports that, at some 
residence centres for asylum seekers 
in Iceland, the people who live there 
are missing basic household needs. 
This includes things such as furni-
ture, clothing, kitchen utensils, lamps, 
and books. Not content to wait for au-
thorities to take action, Sema decided 
to take matters into her own hands. 
We caught up with her to ask what her 
next move is, and why the right wing 
has hijacked the discussion on asylum 
seekers.

What made you decide to take it 
upon yourself to start collecting 
furniture, books and the like 
for asylum seekers? Isn't this 
something the government is 
supposed to provide?
To answer your second question first, 
yes, this is something the institu-
tions working in this field, like the 
Directorate of Immigration (UTL), are 
supposed to provide. But to the first 
question, I was reading the news one 
evening in [Icelandic media outlet] 
Stundin about the living conditions 
of asylum seekers here in Reykjavík. 
From what was reported and shown, 
they're living in terrible conditions: 
no tables and chairs, sitting on the 
floor to eat, missing lamps, even cur-
tains for their windows. So I thought 
to myself, "I would never accept liv-
ing like this. Why should anyone else, 
regardless of their legal status in so-
ciety?" Well, I had four extra chairs, 
so I took to Facebook and sent out an 
emergency call to others to donate. 
Plus, when we're talking about asylum 
seekers and refugees, we're talking 
about people who've lost everything 
they have: their homes, their friends 
and family, their country, and maybe 
the only thing they have left is their 
dignity. Who are we to take that away 
from them? 
 The response to the Facebook post 
was overwhelming, with people ready 
to donate all kinds of household goods. 
The only problem is, as you know, that 
journalists and volunteers are forbid-
den from visiting these shelters.

So how did you get around that 
rule?
Basically just by going there, and 
breaking this rule. When I visited, 
I thought, so this is why visits are 
forbidden: if anyone would see how 
they're living there, they would have 
responded as I did. After seeing for 
myself how they're living [at the asy-
lum seeker shelter on Skeggjagata], I 
didn't sleep for three days and cried 
more than I have probably in my entire 
life. It was horrible. Basically, there 
was nothing there. They had bunk 
beds with sheets, but that was it. They 
hung their clothes on nails, the cur-
tains had been removed, they didn't 
even have any shelves; they were stack-
ing their dishes on the floor. Windows 
were broken, appliances were broken, 
there was one washing machine for 30 
guys, and they used an old mattress as 
a common "hangout area" in lieu of a 
couch. I could go on.

The fact that you broke this rule 
was pretty extensively covered. 
Did UTL get in touch with you about 
this?
Eventually, yes. I did manage to get in 
touch with one woman who worked 
there. They didn't seem to particularly 
care that I broke this rule. After a few 
days of work, we managed to make 
Skeggjagata at least bearable. Myself 
and a friend met with people from UTL 
and the Red Cross about this, in a meet-
ing that lasted about two hours. While 
they weren't exactly celebrating what 
we did, they did acknowledge that this 
is a good thing. They contended that 
everyone who arrives to these shelters 
is given a package containing dishes, 
flatware, and other goods. That really 
didn't seem like the case to me, unless 
everyone was hiding all their plates 
and glasses. I'm not saying that not 
everyone is getting these packages; 
but the things these packages contain 
were definitely missing.

This is especially striking as this 
is the same office that prohibits 
asylum seekers from working. And 
it's my understanding that they get 
a weekly stipend of about 10,000 

krónur per week; 8,000 of which is 
specifically earmarked for food. So 
they can't even buy this stuff if they 
wanted to.
Exactly. These are things you need just 
to survive in this country, but they're 
only allowed to the Red Cross shop ev-
ery two months.

So on the one hand, asylum seekers 
are prevented from working—even 
though all the ones Grapevine 
has spoken to very much want 
to work—and are given a trifling 
stipend, while on the other hand, 
the institutions responsible for 
their care aren't providing the 
necessities they need to live.
Yes. And I should stress that the Red 
Cross has been doing a lot of great 
things. But it's true that the system is 
broken, and is so slow to change, that 
you start asking yourself, "How long 
are we going to wait?" I can't wait any-
more. I just have to react. But while it's 
great that there are volunteers ready 
to step up, this is the work that these 
institutions are supposed to be doing. 
It'd be nice to be able to work with them, 
in some cooperative effort, but to say it 
politely, I'm not asking permission. We 
will go anyway, because we can't accept 
that people are living like this.

So what other reasons did UTL give 
for these living conditions?
In a word: excuses. There's not enough 
money, not enough staff, nobody 
wants to work, and so on. While this 
is understandable to an extent, we are 
talking about the living conditions of 
people. And this is before we even get 
into how socially isolated they are: 
how they can't have friends over, how 
they can't work, how their swimming 
cards were taken away and they have 
trouble getting a bus card. They have 
such poor access to information as 
well. These are human beings we're 
talking about. 
 This is why it bothers me when Ice-
landic politicians talk about "a state 
of emergency" in the country when 
we talk about asylum seekers. Propor-
tionately speaking, Iceland accepts 
far fewer asylum seekers than other 
Nordic countries. Have you seen con-

ditions in Aleppo? That's what a real 
"state of emergency" looks like.

What will an NGO be able to do 
that a volunteer organisation 
cannot?
The reason why I wanted to make this 
an NGO is because this isn't a job for 
just one or two people. You need to be 
able to assess conditions in the dif-
ferent shelters, make sure that every-
one gets what they need, and so forth. 
People also are willing to donate more 
than just things; they want to make 
financial donations as well. Being an 
NGO lets you do that, and also puts 
you in a stronger position to be able to 
push for changes. We also need a place 
to store these donations; my apart-
ment is already full.

Maybe you can answer something 
for me that our readers ask me 
all the time: how can it be that, in 
poll after poll, the vast majority 
of Icelanders say they want more 
refugees and more progressive 
asylum seeker policies, and yet the 
government seems to be moving in 
the opposite direction?
I think it's a lack of will. You've seen 
what's been happening here over the 
past days and weeks. Where is the 
Minister of the Interior in all this? 
We can't find her. It's very frustrat-
ing. These are the people who could 
change something, yet you hear al-
most nothing from members of Par-
liament or government ministers. 
They are missing from this discus-
sion, and it's tragic.

As you point out, it's a loud minority 
who oppose changing our asylum 
seeker policy for the better, almost 
entirely from the right wing. Do 
you think centre-left or left-wing 
politicians are afraid of committing 
political suicide if they take up the 
cause of the asylum seeker?
People on the right wing are very open 
about their position on foreigners. 
People like [Independence Party MP] 
Ásmundur [Friðriksson] will tell you 
we should turn them back at the air-
port. He has no problem saying this, 
and his supporters stand strongly be-
hind him. 

It's interesting that you say that, 
because what I see is that the right 
wing has monopolised the entire 
discussion about asylum seekers, 
and I keep holding my breath 
waiting for a left-wing politician to 
refute them, and it never happens, 
despite a huge level of popular 
support for a more progressive 
asylum seeker policy.
To be fair, the left wing do have pro-
gressive policies regarding foreigners. 
The Social Democrats [where Sema 
hails from] submitted a proposal that 
Iceland accept more refugees. But this 
is just something online; it has abso-
lutely no effect on the discussion. We 
who are actually working in this area... 
Well, you know how it is. The reaction 
is not always very pretty. I think that 
maybe not everyone is ready to jump 
into this pool because it means con-
stant harassment.  

Even though the vast majority of 
Icelanders will be on your side, it's 
still a very loud minority that you'll 
have to deal with then.
Yes. And I am afraid that this minor-
ity is getting bigger. New names and 
faces keep coming up. And they will 
use any chance they can to break you 
down, push you out, and keep you from 
working on these matters. If this is the 
group that's getting upset and angry, 
in my view, it means you must be do-
ing something right. I understand that 
not everyone is ready to go in this di-
rection, because of this ugliness, but 
at the same time, if you don't do any-
thing, then nothing is going to change. 

If You Do Nothing, 
Nothing Changes
An interview with Sema Erla Serdar
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Reviewed July 5, 2016

We took their Airport Direct service from our hotel back to the airport. Easy online 
booking, on-time pickup, and a new and comfortable minibus with Wifi. Overall, we 
liked this much better than the larger bus we took from the airport to the hotel.

“Very pleased with Airport Direct service”

497 8000



Varma is dedicated to maintaining Icelandic tradition in developing, designing and manufacturing 
quality garments and accessories from the best Icelandic wool and sheepskin shearling.

All Varma products are made in Iceland.

Varma is available in various tourist shops around Iceland



The Fifth Annual 
Grapevine Music Awards

Words PARKER YAMASAKI

What do they have that you don’t? It’s the fifth annual Grapevine Music Awards. Which means that it’s the 
fifth time we’ve rounded up a panel of expert music nerds for a few rounds of drinks and the chance to hash 
out everything that has happened in sound since the Earth’s last orbit around the sun. We scoured the Sound-
Clouds and dug the crates. We got together to asked the pressing questions: What’s more important, versatil-
ity or consistency? How do artists get attention these days, and how do others purposely avoid it? Is it better 
to be a total dick and make great sounds, or be a nice guy with mediocre music? After two weeks of turning 
over tune after tune we got together to ask the final question of our 2016 musicians. What do they have that 
you don’t? Here’s what we came up with: who they are and why they’re better than the rest. 
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Song of 
the Year

–
‘Sports’ 
Fufanu 

Artist of 
the Year

–
GKR 

Album of 
the Year

–
‘Black 
Lights’  

Samaris 

Best Live 
Band 

–
Hatari

You Should 
Have Heard 

This
–

‘Andi’
Andi

Band to 
Watch 

–
aYia 

Shout Out 

–
Hið Myrka 

Man

Artist to 
Remember

–
Biogen 



WHY FUFANU WON
It’s not about balance, it’s a good song. When “Sports” was 
put forth at the first panellist meeting there wasn’t a lot of 
discussion around it. It was nominated, and everyone was 
encouraged to go home and watch the music video. At our 
second meeting, the vote was unanimous. “Sports” has 
something the others don’t (besides a guitar). 
 Per one panellist: “There aren’t many other bands doing 
this stuff—it’s really crowd rock, like motoric drum beat 
and then after four minutes it goes into this dw-dw-ddjjjuu-
www brilliant abstract sound manipulation on the guitars. 
But it’s still catchy.”
 The song is a single off of their forthcoming album by 
the same name. ‘Sports’ (the album) is set for release on 
February 3, 2017 and is co-produced by Nick Zinner. “Nick 
Zinner on production!” one panellist notes. “Basically this 
album just has to work.”
 As the single rock presence on our list, Fufanu came 
through to represent. But, like we said, it’s not about bal-
ance, it’s just a damn good song. 

Fufanu — 
“Sports”

Fighting Spirit
Warming up for 
a sporting 2017
Words DAVIÐ ROACH

Fufanu have come a long way since 
they dropped the Captain from their 
title, and even further since they 
started out as a minimal techno out-
fit some eight years ago. In the mean-
time, they’ve emerged as the heir to 
the throne of Singapore Sling, not only 
with their dark tinted rock but also in 
their attitude and aesthetics. In a year 
where hip hop, reggae and electronic 
dance music dominated the scene, a 
single guitar based rock band man-
aged to shine through and claim the 
track of the year. 
 A rock song is a song of the year 
because Fufanu don’t settle for a lazy 
chord progression and regular verse-

chorus structure. Instead, they walk 
the less-travelled paths of guitar 
rock history on a sonic journey with 
a beginning, middle and an end—al-
though not ever in the expected lin-
ear fashion. It starts with a scrambled 
hiccupping bass line and warm synth 
pads before the monster of a beat kicks 
in—motoric and driving, in the NEU! 
Krautrock way. Still not satisfied, they 
pile on guitar flourishes and electron-
ics adding layer upon layer of different 
elements that bounce off and into each 
other in a chaotic harmony. 
 Through it all, the ice-cold vocals 
run laps around the guitars while 
jumping over rhythmic hurdles. The 
track winds down whilst simultane-
ously upping the electronics and echo 
effects, experimenting with texture 
and structure alike, before upping 
everything again for the final spurt 
as they leave their competitors in the 
dust.
 You can’t talk about this track with-
out mentioning what’s also probably 

the best Icelandic music video of the 
year. All shot in one glorious take, 
it features athletes in an old school 
80s-looking sports stadium, running 
laps, puting shot, and jumping high. 
The camera whirls through the field 
without cutting, and all the athletes 
look like model extras from a Wes An-
derson movie, complete with Adidas 
headbands.
 If Fufanu are athletes, their pre-
ferred sport is attitude, and this track 
has barrels of it. That their much-an-
ticipated second LP will bear the same 
name as this monumental single is 
no surprise, and it has domestic and 
international press and audiences 
psyched. Having already warmed 
up the stage for Damon Albarn and 
Blur, their album is produced by Nick 
Zinner from the Yeah Yeah Yeahs, and 
it’s being released by the prestigious 
label One Little Indian. It all points to 
one thing: Fufanu will be running vic-
tory laps in the year 2017.
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A Note From The 
Label Boss
Andi's publisher 
on the album
Words NICOLAS KUNYSZ

Once upon a time,
Lady Boy Records received an email,

with attachments.
Those were pretty much what is now 

the Andi album.

The label usually does not release 
"readymade" albums, 

but this one came out of the batch 
already classic.

And boys, ladies, and lady boys were 
stunned by it.

Disco. Disco. And something else.

Andi is a ghost, a mystery, 
and will probably stay that way, 

he genuinely makes music to provide 
happiness and uplifting feelings 
through his midi controllers and 

synthesizers.

Obviously disco oriented, Andi is 
timeless.

He gave up his career as a trained 
classical guitarist to make movies;
but like this Mario Bros game you 

have to finish up, Andi came back to 
music. Somehow.

And there comes some beats, and 
there comes melodies, and they won’t 

give up, 
not til you smile, and wiggle. And 

wiggle.

No fillers all killers, that is the motto.

If, though, you wonder who is the man 
behind the beauty, 

well... he is from Hafnarfjörður;
thankful you listen his music, 

and wants you to be happy doing so.

Andi means spirit, and it couldn’t be 
more spot on.

What could seem naïve at first,
is only the spirit of genuine uplifting 

beats, bass lines and leads.
Do not underestimate genuineness. 

Whistle it away, 
Andi is among us. 
And here to stay.

Andi — 
“Andi”
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WHY ANDI WON
This album is creative and inspiring, and it came out of no-
where, from a man with the same name as a million other 
people in the world.  “It’s impressive that he was released on 
Lady Boy Records because they get a lot of requests and just 
pick out stuff they really believe in,” one panellist noted. 
Despite Lady Boy’s reputation for releasing difficult music, 
the ‘Andi’ album is “actually quite accessible,” another pan-
ellist adds. “It’s melodic and upbeat. It’s probably the most 
accessible thing Lady Boy have done. But don’t tell them, 
they’ll be really pissed off.”
 The irony of this “accessibility” is not lost. Or, rather, it’s 
easily lost. ‘Andi’ was released by Lady Boy Records in May 
in the very limited format of fifty cassette tapes. 
 “He’s like thirty years old. I’ve never seen him before. He 
came out of nowhere making music that’s so fully formed,” 
another panellist says. “It’s a whole album—or, casette—
and he has his own universe of sounds. It’s really retro, 
mining this late ‘70s Jojo Morocco, Italo Disco stuff. It’s 
light and greasy and I enjoy listening to it a lot. Which is 
why I think people should hear it.”



WHY AYIA WON
We’re in the SoundCloud days. An “up-
load” gets your music out there and a 
“share” starts to spread the word. It can 
be tedious but worthwhile, chipping 
away at the music industry like sculp-
tor on a blank block until something 
starts to show its form. But that’s not 
what happened with aYia. 
 “aYia came out fully realised,” 
one panellist notes. “They came out 
and they’ve got tracks, they’ve got 
music to talk about, they’ve got a live 
show setup. They come out ready to 
go, and it’s kind of refreshing.”
 aYia released their first single 
“Water Plant” through Bedroom 
Community, the record label and 
collective formed by Valgeir Sig-
urðsson, and the comfy home of 
Nico Muhly, Ben Frost and Dan-
iel Bjarnason. The group toured 
around Ireland before landing 
home for their first Icelandic gig at 
the moderately well-known music 
festival Iceland Airwaves. Though 
sparse (so far they’ve only released 
two singles and played a handful of 
shows), their music is charged with 

a lasting quality that signals 
their potential in the 

coming year. 

point of being intoxicating, inviting 
the listener to “sink through a hole, 
into a liquid wasteland.” The rhythm 
stutters along at a relaxed, languid 
pace, punctuated by synth stabs and 
soft washes of sound, circled gently by 
Ásta’s voice. It’s a pleasingly sparing 
arrangement of sound.
 “We agreed about making a space 
that didn’t exist, but that we wanted 
to exist,” explains Ásta. “A place you 
can go to, and forget, and just be there 
without having to do anything else. 
Like that feeling when you are in a 
dream, when you lose the sense of 
space and time—but it doesn’t feel un-
comfortable to you, because that’s the 
reality of that moment. That’s some-
times what I feel like aYia is. You can’t 
really grasp it—you have to dive into it 
to understand it.” A broad smile steals 
over her face. “Yes—like a pool in a 
strange dream.”

No words
For all the careful sculpting and in-
stinct that went into creating aYia, its 
form is still developing. It’s an inten-
tionally flowing, dynamic, open-end-
ed process, and one that Ásta clearly 
enjoys.
 “When we were talking about 
aYia, we asked: ‘What is aYia? What’s 
it about? What is it doing?’” she re-
calls. “And we realised we didn’t really 
know—we had to find it ourselves. But 
we had a feeling about it. Sometimes 
you have a feeling but you don’t have 
a word for it yet—but you still feel it. 
Then you give it a name, like ‘aYia.’ 
And then aYia becomes something 
that you feel but can’t explain, but it’s 
there, in your mouth, on your tongue… 

and we’re still trying to find ways to 
communicate it.”
 “Water Plant,” which came out on 
the Bedroom Community sublabel 
HVALREKI, already has over 100,000 
plays on Spotify, and after a successful 
run at the 2016 Iceland Airwaves festi-
val, they’ve already got some exciting 
offers in the pipeline. In the mean-
time, aYia continues to slowly find its 
form. 
 “There is a simplicity to it,” fin-
ishes Ásta. “But some might say it’s 
more complex to strip layers away and 
use just a few elements, and do it really 
well, and make it really fragile. When 
you put in a lot of elements, you can 
hide the actual intention. Sometimes, 
simplicity is best. If you want to say 
something, you should say it simply 
and clearly. Easy does it—the water 
ripples if you stir it.”

Handful Of Wind
aYia breeze  
into town
Words JOHN ROGERS 

In UK English, bands are usually re-
ferred to in the plural, as “they.” But 
when it comes to aYia, “it” feels more 
appropriate. The band’s sudden ap-
pearance in October 2016 felt like the 
arrival of a new entity—or the dis-
covery of a new place—more than the 
launch of a project by three individu-
als. It materialised quietly, as if out 
of nowhere, the faces of the people 
behind the music shrouded beneath 
hoods and hidden in shadows. The 
presentation felt purposeful, and it 
was immediately apparent that aYia 
was something with a personality all 
of its own.
 For Ásta, the individual behind 
aYia’s breathy, sibilant vocals, this was 
a method of “allowing the sound to be 
the thing that’s gathering people.” She 
speaks slowly and haltingly at first, 
her words gathering momentum as 
the ideas form. “It’s not like we didn’t 
want people to know who we are, or to 
be theatrical and play a role—it’s more 
that without our faces and identities at 
the front of the stage, it creates space 
for something else to come through. 
Something that lies behind that.”

Dive into it
Stepping into this new place is an in-
triguing experience. aYia’s debut sin-
gle “Water Plant” is atmospheric to the 

A Different Kind
Remembering 
Biogen, 1976-2011
Words JÓNAS GUÐMUNDSSON 

Five years have passed since Biogen 
left us, but his influence is still keenly 
felt among Icelandic electronic mu-
sicians. In the early ‘90s, Sigurbjörn 
Þorgrímsson was one of the pioneers 
of the modern electronic scene as a 
member of the old skool hardcore band 
Ajax, whose tracks can be heard today 
in DJ sets by the IDM king himself, 
Aphex Twin. Under his Biogen pseud-
onym he further cemented his repu-
tation as an artist who continuously 
pushed the limits. 
 Biogen was a different kind of mu-
sician, in many ways. He always trav-
elled the road less taken. He’d start his 
live sets with fragile and melancholic 
ambient to lure people in, then add on 
extreme glitches and noises in order 
to sift out the ones that came for an 
easy fix. It was supposed to be a chal-
lenge—and the audience would be re-
warded in the end. His releases were 
not easy to come by. Often he’d sell his 
music on Laugavegur—sometimes to 
unsuspecting tourists who were in-
trigued by his Viking-like appearance, 
or mesmerized by his big blue eyes. 
 One famous Icelandic music critic 
once described one of his albums as 
an anti-LP. All laws were broken. There 
were no chords, no build-ups and no 

Biogen Essential 
Tracks
Ajax – “Ruffige” 

A monument for the Icelandic rave 
era. When released in 1992, it became 
an anthem for Icelandic clubgoers. 
The music was raw, fast and aggres-
sive—in the spirit of the rave scene 
that had recently conquered Britain 
and mainland Europe. This track was 
a starting point not only for Ajax, but 
also for the drum & bass legend Goldie, 
who provided the vocals (except for 
the gorgeous Lesley Gore sample). IDM 
kings Aphex Twin and Squarepusher 
have both expressed their love for this 
tune—and it still warms the heart of 
those who manned the dancefloors in 
Tunglið in 1992-1993.

Biogen – “Afloat”

Simple, fragile and beautiful. This track 
came out on a 12” in 1998 and showed 
how expert a craftsman Biogen re-
ally was. It’s repetitive, yet manages 
to evoke emotions that few artists 
can pull off. Often this track would 
serve as a soundtrack on the German 
late-night chill-out television program 
‘Space Night’. 

Sigur rós  
– “Syndir Guðs (Biogen Remix)”

Two musical titans meet. What more 
can we say? Jónsi whispers to his lis-
teners to create while Biogen provides 
the hypnotic beat. You never knew what 
to expect from Biogen and this is a fine 
example of his diversity as an artist.   

Biogen - “Thanatazone” 

Many of us have memories of Bio-
gen doing his “biodance” (trademark 
pending) during concerts as his er-
ratic beats and twisted basslines pos-
sessed him onstage. It’s something 
different. He called it weirdcore! 

Biogen

aYia
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WHY BIOGEN WON
Hindsight is twenty-twenty, they say, but foresight is less than perfect. 
Every once in awhile comes someone with that special gaze—those who 
aren’t looking back, but are looking at what’s to come, whether they 
know it or not. “Biogen is a huge pioneer in Iceland,” one panellist said. 
“In breakbeat, in drum and bass, just electronic music in general.” 
    Earlier this year a Karolina Fund was created by friends and fam-
ily to release a set of his tracks on CD and vinyl. “He has a whole fam-
ily around him,” another panellist noted, regarding the Karolina cam-
paign. “He created music but he also created a scene for that music to be 
proliferated.” 
 That’s why Biogen gets our “Artist to Remember” award: for seeing 
something that wasn’t yet there. 

traditional drum patterns. In-
stead Biogen offered his listeners 
fragmented shreddings, constant 
irritations, glitches, imbalance—
and enough creative ideas to sup-
ply a whole battalion of electronic 
musicians. You’d rarely hear his 
music on the radio or in the clubs. 
But things change—recently his 
tracks were featured on a Fabric 
mix by the Russian superstar DJ 
Nina Kraviz, and he featured on a 
vinyl earlier this year with Aphex 
Twin, on Trip Records. That’s just 
the tip of the iceberg, as much more 
of Biogen’s work will see the light of 
day in 2017. His musical creations 
weren’t made to serve the past or 
the present, but the future.  
 His works were full of contrast. 
Occasionally it was soft and mel-
low—like a cloud in trousers. The 
listener would be aware after 
minutes of listening that they’d 
hardly taken a breath. Biogen 
would call it “sofatrance.” Other 
times the music was harsh and 
uncompromising. There would be 
uncomfortable, irrational beats 
and glitches. It was “weirdcore”—
a vast uncharted territory. Some 
might be tempted to connect the 
contrast and sometimes contra-
dictions in his music to his hard, 
long battle with manic-depressive 
disorder. The disparity in his mu-
sic was its strength. The listener 
could never know what to expect. 
Each release and every concert of-
fered something different. 

 Many young musicians owe 
a lot to Biogen. In 1995 he was 
among the founding members of 
Thule Records, a breeding ground 
for many of today’s most notorious 
electronic artists. Around 2007 he 
was one of the leading forces in 
the Weirdcore movement, a group 
of artists focusing on the uncon-
ventional sides of electronic mu-
sic. He’d encourage young artists 
to release their music into the cos-
mos. There would always be words 
of support. Artists were encour-
aged to make mistakes and learn 
from them—and that wouldn’t be 
done while sitting in a basement. 
Many electronic musicians have 
memories of their first concert, 
standing behind their laptops or 
shyly hiding behind a bundle of 
cables, watching a tall and com-
forting figure hovering above ev-
eryone else in the crowd. That was 
him, and it happened rarely that 
he wasn’t there.  
 He was a friend and a mentor 
to many of those who are now the 
leading members of the Icelan-
dic music scene. The scene itself 
owes him for his hard work and 
creativity. Earlier this year his 
friends and family, with the help 
of hundreds of backers on the 
Karolina Fund website, released a 
double-CD compilation and a 12” 
vinyl with some of the works done 
shortly before his final departure. 
That wasn’t released as some sort 
of closure—but as a beginning.
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Born To Do It
GKR is Grape-
vine’s Artist of 
the Year
Words JOHN ROGERS 

Grapevine’s artist of the year award 
goes to the musician or performer 
who somehow helped to define the 
zeitgeist during the preceding twelve 
months. This year, our panel selected 
22-year-old rapper Gaukur Grétuson, 
whose optimistic, playful, colourful 
version of Icelandic-language rap as 
GKR seemed to personify the spirit of 
the scene in 2016. 
 So, how does it feel to be the Grape-

vine’s artist of the year? “Yeah… shit!” 
exclaims Gaukur, over a crackling 
phone line. “It feels awesome. It’s al-
ways nice to get recognition for the 
work you do, and confirmation that 
you’re doing a good job. It’s a good 
stamp on the GKR name.”

Arrival
GKR has been honing his craft for 
three or four years. “The first time I 
was doing stuff under the name GKR 
was on the video game Counterstrike,” 
laughs Gaukur. “But the first time 
I made music as GKR was 2012. The 
scene was still small then, but Gísli 
Pálmi was building his name. Emmsjé 
Gauti was releasing a couple of tracks, 
and Blaz Roca and Rottweiler. Hip hop 
was just starting to build up again.”
 GKR started out online, making 
connections to like-minded producers 
via SoundCloud and YouTube. When he 
released his first track track in 2014 he 
got immediate positive feedback. After 
the release of his 2015 single “Ballin,” 
he played his first live show at Prikið, 

and ended up rapping standing on a 
table in the crowd. It was a formative 
experience. “I was scared of going on 
stage at first,” he recalls, “but then in 
the third track, I just got this feeling. 
I was so confident. I felt a moment. It 
was completely me. It was what fit me 
best. It came very naturally.”

The big stage
Since then, GKR has performed on 
some of Iceland’s biggest stages, in-
cluding Harpa’s Silfurberg and the 
Laugardalshöll sports hall. But to 
Gaukur, the size of the show isn’t what 
matters. “It’s all about the people,” he 
says. “There’s no difference for me 
between playing to 5000 people or at 
Prikið—it’s the same feeling. It’s all 
about the crowd and the energy they 
give.”
 That energy has been growing as 
Icelandic rap hit the mainstream in 
2016. “Things have changed so much,” 
says Gaukur. “If you were talking about 
rap five years ago in Iceland, people 
would think of grey hoodies in the ga-

rage, or listening to it on the bus like 
Eminem in ‘Eight Mile’ or something. 
This year is the first time the Icelandic 
Music Awards will have a category for 
hip-hop and rap—it used to be mixed 
in with rock, or country, or whatever. 
And now I see a lot of kids, like my 
cousins—just eleven or twelve—lis-
tening to mumble rap. They’re listen-
ing to Lil’ Yappy a lot. It’s super fun, it 
seems very positive to me.”
 Gaukur is determined to ride the 
wave and reach out beyond Iceland’s 
shores, including a gradual mixing 
up of the Icelandic and English lan-
guages. “I want to work harder than 
I’ve ever worked before,” he says. “I’m 
gonna work so hard that it will be an-
other level. I want to move past Iceland 
and play in other places. I’m not great 
in English, but I want to incorpo-
rate English words into the Icelandic 
tracks. If the hook of a super powerful 
track like ‘Meira’ was in English, but 
with Icelandic verses, it could work 
in any country. In my opinion, energy 
can always deliver.”

GKR

WHY GKR WON
The artist of the year award is 
about presence. It’s about creat-
ing noise, creating a scene, and 
generating local and international 
attention. It’s about excitement. 
And, oh yeah, it’s about music. 
2016 was a loud year, and a few 
bands and artists rose quickly to 
the top. But, as one panellist put 
it: “This is a fucking music award. 
Not a PR award. All of that is con-
cerned, but it has to be good mu-
sic. It’s a package.” 
 GKR delivered. He showed up 
in grocery stores near you and 
has his warped “GKR” logo spill-
ing down the chests of teens and 
festival-goers all around town. His 
self-titled album was unanimously 
agreed on as one of the top albums 
of the year. He’s young, enthusiastic 
and blowing up. Just like he prom-
ised. 
 “I knew we were going to do 
this,” said one panellist after GKR 
was agreed on. “It makes sense.”
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Shout Out
Hið Myrka Man 
/ Myrkramakt
Words ÞÓRÐUR INGI JÓNSSON 
During the last Iceland Airwaves 
festival, people heard talk of a 
secret music gathering in Reyk-
javík’s harbour area of Grandi. It 
turned out to be true: there was a 
mysterious private music festival 
going on called MYRKRAMAKT, 
that was "private" in the sense that 
the festival was explicitly not ad-
vertised in the media. Until now. 
Because: what's so ooky-spooky 
and “kvlt" about self-promotion, 
anyway?
 Myrkramakt was organized by 

Hið Myrka Man, a new Icelandic 
indie label focusing on young and 
up-and-coming musicians mak-
ing tunes in the more shadowy 
realms of music. People like Sk-
rattar, Dulvitund, Kuldaboli and 
myself, being the only hip-hop act, 
performed and wilded out in a se-
cret location, surrounded by many 
strange and like-minded indi-
viduals. The atmosphere toggled 
between violent and satanic to 
give that thrilling, almost utopian 
feeling you sometimes get when a 
party is going really, really well. 
And the pigs didn't show up either!
 Myrkramakt is a great project 
because they’re very good at pick-
ing up on young underground art-
ists in Iceland you’ve never heard 
of, who tend to be on the darker 

side of the spectrum. Peep their 
two compilations on their Band-
camp for everything from cold-
hearted post-punk to jaded electro 
and depressive darkwave. So far 
the only projects or festivals in 
Iceland dedicated solely to dark 
and heavy music are either heavy 
metal-related, like the Andkristni 
festival, or neo-classical, like Dark 
Music Days. However, metal and 
classical heads can definitely find 
something here to their liking, 
as Myrkramakt’s roster is pretty 
eclectic.
 So, put down the sunshine pop 
and positive waves for 2017 and ab-
sorb some real dark shit instead. It 
goes better with the seasonal de-
pression!

WHY THEY WON
Hið Myrka Man are the cool-
est girls at school. You’re so into 
them and they’re so not into you. 

That’s why they win our shout-
out category. We came up with the 
category last year to basically do 
whatever the hell we want with it, 

to give credit somehow to some-
one or something that doesn’t 
quite fit into the other six catego-
ries, and haven’t been around long 
enough to “be remembered.” And 
that is exactly what Hið Myrka 
Man are. They’re the perfectly 
imperfect non-conformist record 
label that doesn’t really give a shit 
about press, or what you think. So 
we’re here to drool all over them. 
They’ve released two compilation 
albums called 'Myrkramakt', and 
threw a festival by the same name 
this year that coincided with Ice-
land Airwaves. 
 Musically, they encompass “a 
whole DIY scene that isn’t one 
particular genre. They overlap 
with bands like Naðra and Hatari, 
they have electronic and hip-hop 
influence,” one panellist said, go-
ing on to describe a Perturbator/
Mysþryming/Hatari gig. “It could 
be anywhere,” the panellist noted, 
“but it was in that scene. So it was 
bizarre and it was brilliant.”

Hið Myrka Man 
/ Myrkramakt
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Sushi Social
Þingholtsstræti 5 • 101 Reykjavík

Tel. 568 6600 • sushisocial.is

Our kitchen is open
17.00–23.00 sun.–thu.
17.00–24.00 fri.–sat.

3 course
amazing
dinner menu
5.900 kr.

STARTER 

Choose between

Icelandic langoustine
Pan fried langoustine, 
green celery, spring 
onions, lobster butter 
sauce and mango salsa 

or

Icelandic roll- 4 pcs
Gravlax roll with Brennivín 
(Icelandic traditional 
Snaps) and dill. Avocado, 
mango, cucumber, dill 
mayo, rye bread crumble

MAIN COURSE 

Choose between

Rack of lamb 
Onion purée, slow 
cooked leeks, 
chimichurri, 
baked carrot

or

Grilled salmon
Mango-cucumber 
salsa, plantain-chips, 
chili foam, dill

DESSERT

Skyr 
Skyr infused with 
birch, berries, white 
chocolate crumble, 
and sorrel granita



WE’LL TAKE YOU THERE!Day Tours - All the most exciting places in Iceland

BSÍ Bus Terminal • 101 Reykjavík •  +354 580 5400 • main@re.is • www.re.is

BOOK NOW! ON WWW.RE.IS AT YOUR RECEPTION



Hatari 

WHY HATARI WON
Best Live Performance was the first 
category to reach a consensus deci-
sion. In fact, it was so quick that Ha-
tari had this award before we even 
finished reading out the categories. 
They may have even had it before the 
category existed. “Hatari win hands 
down,” the conversation began. 
“They put on a real performance. It’s 
performance art, you know. So pre-
tentious and it’s fucking awesome.”
The appropriateness of the award 
is further driven by the fact that if 
you want to hear them, you have to 
see them. They have one song on-
line and they don’t have a Facebook. 
Search for Hatari online and you 
can hardly find anything, the panel 
notes. But their lack of online pres-
ence is made up for and then some 
in their live performance. “He’s 
shouting at you saying, ‘You’re a 
slave, you’re a slave,’ and you’re like, 
‘Fuck it, yeah, I am.’ He’s calling the 
crowd a bunch of dicks and we’re 
lapping it up. Love it,” one panellist 
said. 
“It’s poetry, it’s punk, it’s electronic 
with like fascist aesthetics,” anoth-
er panellist added. “It’s a real live 
show, and you have to go there to 
experience it.”
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With 95 locations around Iceland, 
N1 is always nearby. Find your 
nearest location and plan your 
trip at www.n1.is/en.

Tank up at N1 on your 
way around Iceland
Your convenient one-stop on your journey
Stop for fuel, grab a quick and delicious 
bite, a tasty cup of coffee, travel supplies, 
books and magazines or anything else you 
need before hitting the road again.

Keep moving

Complimentary  

Wi-Fi  
at selected N1 
service stations

 coffee & 
croissant

Tasty breakfast

HOT DOG
World-renowned!

www.n1.is facebook.com/enneinn



Samaris — 
'Black Lights'

Track By Track
'Black Lights'
Words JÓFRÍÐUR ÁKADÓTTIR

Wanted 2 Say

Oh, what a tune! I remember the day 
Doddi sent this one to me. I immedi-
ately recorded demo vocals and kept 
humming the “wanted to say” line… 
when it came to writing the lyrics, I 
couldn’t get it out of my head, so we 
decided to stick with it. It’s a mixture 
of wanting to protect, preserve and 
appreciate nature, and joking about 
singing in English, and singing like 
Björk.

Black Lights

The working title for this one was 
“Nofríður” for a long time, because I 
wasn’t in the studio when the beat and 
chords were laid down, and the guys 

replaced vocals with Doddi singing 
into a vocoder. We were so obsessed 
with the chords we would listen to it 
on a loop for hours. That’s why it’s still 
six minutes… the first version was ac-
tually about twenty.

Gradient Sky

This is the most sensual track of the 
album. It’s an unusual mantra—it’s 
structured as if you’re desperately 
holding onto something you can’t stop 
repeating. But all things change, like a 
gradient sky.

T3MPO

This is one of those remix back-and-
forth songs. We’d made something, 
recorded something, and the next 
thing you know, Doddi had completely 
changed it! I think, for me, “T3MPO” is 
our ultimate 90s anthem… a tribute to 
a musical era we more or less missed.

I Will

When we started making this album 

we went to Berlin, rented an Airbnb 
flat and borrowed some speakers 
from a friend. We wrote a bunch of 
songs there, none of which made it to 
the album—except for a high-pitched 
sample of my voice crying “I WILL” in a 
very dramatic way. That became the 
core element of this song.

R4VIN

One of my favourites from the album. 
I’m a sucker for long, complicated and 
busy melodies. I had to fight, and com-
promise a bit, to keep it in. The lyrics 
are this beautiful and pointless high—
like, you can just listen and decide for 
yourself, but it’s inspired by how I felt 
living in Reykjavík that summer. Every-
one was so high up in the sky.

3y3

This one was mostly composed by 
Doddi. He did such a beautiful job. 
When he showed us the demo, we 
loved it, but we had a hard time figur-
ing out how we could add something 
to it. In the end, it was more or less 

some whispering, written and record-
ed in the last recording session with 
Oculus in December.

T4ngled

This is one for the girls! We had been 
listening to so much RnB in the car 
when we were touring the year before, 
we had to have a go at making our own 
tribute. The melodies were all played 
live in Hljódriti and we got some help 
from the super-talented producer An-
dri Dagur from Gervisykur.

In Deep

This is one of Doddi’s remixes. I think 
we’re just gonna make tracks like this 
in the future. Dancefloor stuff! All the 
clarinets were recorded in the stair-
case. It just sounded better somehow. 
Don’t listen to what people tell you 
about the best mic in the room or pre-
amp or whatever. They create a sys-
tem to rely on so they don’t have to be 
creative and spontaneous. Have fun, 
and trust your guts! Cool is only ever 
what you say it is!

WHY THEY WON
First, the title track of “Black Lights” 
was nominated as song of the year. 
Then so was “Wanted 2 Say.” Then 
“R4ven.” And then it hit us. It’s just 
an all-around good album. 
Moving on from 2014’s ‘Silkidran-
gar’, Samaris have advanced to a 
new level. “They’ve really stepped 
up their sound,” one panelist said. 
“They’re singing in English and 
Doddi’s production is fucking stun-
ning—they’re just more present.” 
The panel went on talking about the 
production on this album, suggest-
ing a reach into “James Blake ter-
ritory.” The panel noted that even 
though the three band members 
were living in three different coun-
tries while the album was coming 
together, they managed to make it 
completely cohesive. “It’s not just a 
collection of singles but something 
that makes sense,” one panellist 
says. “It kind of reminds me of how 
a concept album works. I’m a sucker 
for concept albums.”

From Behind The 
Godhead Of The 
Synth Stack
HATARI is 2016's 
Best Live Band
Words HANNAH JANE COHEN

HATARI has one song on the internet. 
That’s right, one song. Yet, the band 
has taken the underground scene of 
Reykjavík by storm. This one song—
‘Ódýr’—was played through shitty 
MacBook speakers at both the pre-
game I was at for Halloween as well 
as the afterparty. Since, I’ve heard it 
blasted by all types: goths, black metal 
fans, techno-heads, even a few cool 
hipsters. That’s how versatile their 

music is. This isn't your average, uh, 
cybergoth-thing-act. 
 The band is the lovechild of Kl-
emens Hannigan, Matthías Tryg-
gvi Haraldson, and Einar Stéfansson. 
This year they played five shows before 
their domination at Airwaves: once in 
Reykjavík, then Eistnaflug, then Lun-
gA Festival and finally Norðanpaunk. 
That’s right. Our best live band only 
started playing live this year. 
 If you’ve never seen them live, the 
whole thing is a bit Bioshock. They 
wear steampunk outfits and com-
mand a sort of ritual-esque atmo-
sphere. But with each twisted, bitter 
scream, HATARI spews digital fire 
and brimstone unto their audience; 
an apocalyptic cavalcade of fragment-
ed beats twixt with broken, blazing 
horns. This dark outfit doesn’t just 
catch attention—they commanded 
it, ripping each and every solipsistic 

spider from the blackest corners of 
the soul. This may not be a band you 
would listen to at home—for obvious 
reasons—but from behind the godhead 
of the synth stack, shrouded in red, pix-
elated mist, HATARI call for blood and 
we’re more than happy to oblige. 
 An 8-bit shadow springs forth from 
the ashes of 2016 in small, square 
shades, a crew cut, and an overcoat, 
bellowing each syllable in a brood-
ing baritone. Each set is a nihilistic 
Nuremburg rally, a charge into the 
millennial void, and you are given 
no choice but to follow them into 
the dust. If you can find them, that 
is—their brutality is matched only 
by their mystery. Erratic performers 
they might be, these shady, anony-
mous canaries are conspiring to bomb 
the coalmine this year—we hope this 
award will appease them before they 
take the rest of us down with them.
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The peak of the Reykjavik Grape-
vine festive season, our winter 
solstice festival if you will, is 
the Reykjavik Grapevine Music 
Awards party. This year we will 
celebrate at Húrra on the 13th of 
January. On this occasion we get 

together, all warm and cosy, give 
presents to the ones we love the 
most, sing songs and give praise. 
It's really a pretty great idea, more 
people should do it. The line-up is 
still in the works, but show will 
consist of performances from 

some of the award winners, host-
ed by a professional funny person, 
with surprising interludes. You 
don't need to know any more re-
ally, if you've been to one of our 
parties, you know it'll be good. See 
you there!

The Grapevine Music Awards Party
Celebrating Icelandic Music at Húrra 
Friday the 13th January 2017 from 20:00

Alexander de Fontenay

The lushly named Alexander de 
Fontenay is an energetic presence 
on the Reykjavík music scene. He 
books the best DJs around for Sto-
fan Cafe’s monthly programme, 
and plays out himself, whether 
as part of the duo It Is Magic, or 
under his solo moniker of Bervit. 
He’s also a promoter of the regu-
lar electronic music night Rafnæs, 
and was one of the ears-to-the-
ground tastemakers who helped 
curate the Grapevine Grassroots 
concert series in 2016. Alexander 
seems to pop up everywhere, and 
always has a valuable and refined 
take on the local scene. Thanks Al-
exander!

Davíð Roach

Davíð Roach will be familiar to 
regular readers as one half of Str-
aumur, with Óli Dóri. Both of the 
pair are busy DJs in Reykjavík, and 
they also host a radio show, as 
well as writing a popular new mu-
sic blog, and, of course, a regular 
column right here in the Reykjavík 
Grapevine. Straumur have made it 
their constant and never-ending 
mission to stay on top of exactly 
what’s what in the Icelandic mu-
sic scene, but they’re also totally 
on top of what’s going on interna-
tionally, which lends a welcome 
context to their expert take. They 
don’t come more expert than this. 
We love you, Davíð Roach!

Megan Horan

Meg Horan arrived in Iceland sev-
eral years ago, and immediately 
made her presence felt, hitting 
the ground running with stints 
working behind the scenes on 
festivals such as Reykjavík Music 
Mess, Innipúkinn, Rauðasandur 
and Breiðholt festival. She then 
had a stint as label manager at 
one of Iceland’s premiere record 
labels, Bedroom Community. She 
is currently working for the Ice-
landic Music Export (IMX), where 
pretty much all the new bands in 
Iceland sent their work for her to 
post on their blog, newsletter and 
social media pages. She’s also an 
active DJ around town. Sounds 
hectic, wow. Go Meg! 

As December rolls around, the Reykjavík Grapevine office descends into a chaotic frenzy of bartering and 
debates. The only influence our editors have on our Music Awards is helping decide who sits on the panel. The 
criteria is a broad taste in music, impartial behaviour and a way with words. Our panelists have always been, 
in one way or another, music professionals or respected figures from the music scene.  After we all sign off on 
the choices, we sit and wait with baited breath for that most joyful day of the year, December 29th, when we 
hear the results. Here are the people who made the tough choices:

The Panelists
Who are these people and why 
do they get to pick?
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Snapshot from last years party. A rather subdued affair, as per usual.

Special Thanks
Winners deserve prizes, so we'd 
like to say a special thank you to the 
companies that supplied our fifth 
Reykjavik Grapevine Music Award 
winners with the following tokens 
of appreciation for their efforts.
 One winner gets a free night 
of luxury at Hótel Búðir. Thanks 
to Reykjavík Excursions, a lucky 
artist gets a tour-friendly one-
year Flybus ticket for getting to 

and from Keflavík Airport. We 
also teamed up with Sushi Social, 
who’ve invited one of the bands to 
have a luxurious dinner party. One 
of the bands will receive a print 
run of band T-shirts, courtesy of 
Dogma. 
Another lucky winner will receive 
a gift-voucher from musicians' ha-
ven Tónastöðin, and another will 
get a vinyl-junkie’s dream: a gift-
voucher to spend in Reykjavík 
Records. Finally, we’ve teamed up 
with the Grapevine’s Best of Reyk-

javík award-winning restaurant 
Snaps, who’ll host a dinner party 
for one of the bands. 
 So whilst streaming revenues 
are bullshit, Icelandic bands can 
rest easy in the knowledge that 
if they get really, really good, one 
day, the payoff could come—their 
friends at the Reykjavík Grapevine 
might make it rain! Sure, it’s rain 
made out of sushi, but it’s still 
rain! So keep up the good work, 
bands! It could rain sushi on you!

SALKA VALKA
FISH & MORE

SkólavörDustígur 23  • 101 reykjavík

Steamed Fresh Fish, Traditional Icelandic Fish ‘Stew’, Fish & Vegan Soups, 
Smoked Salmon & Vegan Toppings on Sourdough Bread, Beer, Wine, Coffee & more



Icelandic wool

icelandiclamb.is



Best Of Reykjavík 30The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 17 — 2016

Selections From 
Our City Awards

Compiled by PARKER YAMASAKI  
Photo MAGNUS ANDERSEN

Best Place To Buy  
A Wool Sweater:

Handprjóna-
sambandið
Skólavörðustígur 19

Handprjónasambandið is the 
Hand Knitting Society of Iceland. 
Its stock comes from dozens of 
contributors from around the 
country, who make traditional 
knitted clothing for locals and 
tourists alike. It’s hard to walk 
into this place and not stay for a 
long time. It’s stocked wall to wall 
with knitted sweaters and gar-
ments in all the colours and pat-
terns you could imagine. The best 
tactic is to treat it like the wand 
shop in Harry Potter and let the 
sweater choose you.

Best Place To See A Movie

Bíó Paradís
Hverfisgata 54

This independent cinema on 
Hverfisgata is a palace for indie 
film fans. They run a great pro-
gramme of arthouse cinema from 
all around the world, as well as 

showing Icelandic films on rota-
tion during the summer, with 
English subtitles. They sometimes 
show retro sci-fi and horror mov-
ies, whether cult B-movies or well-
known classics. There’s an art gal-
lery, a cafe, and some comfy sofas 
to hang out and drink coffee. Bíó 
Paradís, you’re doin’ it right: we 
salute you.

Best Record Store

Reykjavík  
Record Shop
Klapparstígur 35

Reykjavík Record Shop is capi-
talising on the current boom in 
vinyl sales. With a focus on new 
releases, indie rock and alterna-
tive music, it’s frequented by hip-
sters and old-timers with an eye 
on up-and-coming acts. You can 
spend an hour thumbing through 
the catalogue or just pop in to grab 
something for an upcoming party. 
It’s amazing, given the state of the 
music industry, that these places 
are still making a go of it. So if you 
love vinyl, get out there and sup-
port your local indie store!

Best Brunch

Coocoo’s Nest 
Grandagarður 23

Do not fly by or over this great spot 
located in the Grandi harbour area. 
It has a selection of vegetarian and 
vegan options and the brunch is 
one of the must-try meals in Reyk-
javík. Brunch is served Friday to 
Sunday from 11:00 until 16:00. We 
recommend getting there early 
and making a day out of the up 
and coming Grandi area. It has a 
picturesque old harbour, and the 
walk will help with your hangover.

Best Place To Go With 
A Group Of Friends

Tapas barinn
Vesturgata 3b

Tapas barinn makes group dining 
fun, easy and intimate. You can 
choose from a wide selection of 
small dishes, including some Ice-
landic standard fare, served tapas 
style. It’s the perfect place for mix-
ing locals and tourists in one big 
group. Locals have tried all the 
usual stuff and want something 
exciting; tourists want to try Ice-
landic classic dishes like puffin, 
whale and langoustine. Call ahead 
to make sure they have a table for 
you and your crew.

It’s January, the cool heart of 
winter. While looking at the 
“bright side of things” might 
be out of the question, Reyk-
javík certainly has no short-
age of coziness through the 
dark days. Here’s a round-up 
of some of our favourite ways 
to warm up and keep the blood 
pumping. 

For your mind, your body and your wallet

“Awesome experience”
  

Now offering
catering service!

Laugavegur 2   101 Reykjavík   tel: 552 4444



   Four  Weeks
The Grapevine picks the events, places and things to check out in the next four weeks.

January 6

Objectification And Erasure 
Anna Kolfinna Kuran 

‘Women Landscape’ is a new art project 
from US-based artist Anna Kolfinna Kuran, 
examining the themes of objectification and 
catcalling in New York City via photos, video, 
text and performance. The show promises to 
visit the two extremes of objectification and 
erasure of the body. SS 
MENGI | Admission: 2.000 ISK

January 11

Life Is Now!
Lífið Er Nuna Charity Show

This charity concert, featuring Emilíana 
Torrini, Emmsjé Gauti, Hildur and helmets, 
is part of the Krafts "Life is now” campaign, 
which seeks to raise money for dealing with 
cancer. Admission is free, but volunteers 
will sell bracelets and sign people up for 
contributions to the charity. JR
Kex Hostel I Admission: Free

January 26

Computer Space Dreams
Halldór Eldjarn

Get ready to be mesmerized. ‘Poco Apollo’ is 
an installation in which a generative music 
program written by Halldór Eldjarn gathers 
data from a recently released batch of 
14,000 snapshots taken by NASA astronauts 
during the Apollo missions, and attempts to 
compose a piece based on the mood of each 
one. And unlike lunar travel, entry is free. JR  
MENGI I Admission: Free!

02-05
FEB

Winter Lights Festival
Reykjavík, various locations | Admission: Free

If you’re eager to say goodbye to winter 
darkness, circle these dates in your calen-
dar. With the first weekend of February 
comes the 16th Winter Lights Festival, 
which pulls the city of Reykjavík in a swirl 
of lights, nocturnal museum visits and 
illuminated swimming pools. Divided in 
three parts, it will feature an evening of 
outdoor illuminations, the famous Mu-
seum Night, and a pool night, when ten of 
the biggest swimming pools in Reykjavík 
will be open for a late dip. The activities 
and events are scattered all over the city, 
and are free of charge. SS

Eif
Bus Hostel, Nordic House, Student Cellar

Copenhagen based Ann-Sofie Rokbøl is 
coming to Iceland to record her new ex-
perimental CD during a live concert. Her 
music can be described as Nordic R’n’B 
with some experimental influences in her 
melodic voice and electronic productions. 
She tries to give pop music a twist all of 
her own. JP 

CONCERT

Reykjavík Gets Lit

13-15
FEB

CONCERT

Twist Until It Pops

h

Reykjavík Map Happy Hour Guide Places We Like Best Of Reykjavík Practical Info
 January 6 - February 2

IN YOUR 
POCKET

The viking:info
Skólavörðustíg 3 · Reykjavík 
Skólavörðustíg 25 · Reykjavík
Hafnarstræti 104 · Akureyri

e:info@theviking.is

www.theviking.is
TAX FREE

Akureyri

Reykjavík

Great collection,
good prices



LAUGALÆ
KUR

KLETTAGARÐAR

BANKASTR.

AUSTUR-
STRÆTI

SKOTHÚSVEGUR

TRYGGVAGATA

GEIRSGATA

MÝRARGATA
NÝLENDUGATA

VESTURGATA

RÁNARGATABÁRUGATA
ÖLDUGATA

TÚNGATA

KIRKJU

STRÆTI

HAFNAR

SÓLVALLAGATA

SÓ
LVALLAGATA

H
O

LTSG
A

TA

GRANDAVEGUR

HÁVALLAGATAÁSVALLAGATA

REYN
IM

ELUR

VÍÐIM
ELUR

G
REN

IM
ELUR

Æ
G

ISÍÐ
A

 

FORNHAGI

DUN
H

AG
I

A
R

A
G

A
TA

O
D

DA
G

A
TA

H
AG

AM
ELURMELHAGI

NESHAGI

HOFSVALLAGATA
KAPLASKJÓLSVEGUR

MEISTARAVELLIR

ÁLAGRANDI

EIÐSGRANDI

ARSTÍG
UR

BRÆ
ÐRABO

RG

FRAMNESVEGUR

ÁNANAUST

GRANDAGARÐUR
FISKISLÓÐ

H
Ó

LM
A

SLÓ
Ð

TJ
A

R
N

A
RG

A
TA

SU
Ð

U
RG

A
TA

A
Ð

A
LS

T.

SÆ
M

U
N

DA
RG

A
TA

BIR
KIM

ELUR

FURUM
ELUR

ESPIM
ELUR

Æ
G

IS
G

A
TA

G
A

R
Ð

A
ST

RÆ
TI

GRETTISGATA

FR
A

K
K

A
ST

ÍG
U

R

NJARÐARGATA

NJARÐARGATA

N
A

U
TH

Ó
LSV

EG
U

R

FLUGVALLARVEGUR

M
EN

N
TA

V
EG

U
R

VATN
SSTÍG

U
R

K
LA

PP
A

R
- 

    
    

    
  S

TÍ
G

U
R

BERG
STA

ÐA
RSTR

Æ
TI

BERG
STAÐARSTRÆ

TI

FR
ÍK

IR
K

JU
V

EG
U

R
PÓ

ST
H

Ú
SS

TR
Æ

TI
LÆ

KJA
RG

ATA

IN
G

Ó
LF

SS
TR

Æ
TI

ÞI
N

G
H

O
LT

SS
TR

Æ
TI

Ó
Ð

IN
SG

A
TA

ÞÓ
RSG

A
TA

VONARSTRÆTI

LO
K

A
STÍG

U
R

BALDURSGATA

BRAGAGATA

V
IT

A
ST

ÍG
U

R

BA
RÓ

N
SS

TÍ
G

U
R

SN
O

R
R

A
BR

A
U

T

SN
O

R
R

A
BR

A
U

T

BARÓNSSTÍGUR

SKÓ
LAV

Ö
RÐ

U
STÍG

U
R

LA
U

FÁ
S

V
EG

U
R

LAUFÁSVEG
UR

FJÖ
LN

ISVEG
UR

FREYJU
G

ATA

SÓ
LEYJA

R
G

A
TA

NJÁLSGATA

GAMLA HRINGBRAUT

MIKLABRAUT

MIKLABRAUT

MIKLABRAUT

LISTABRAUT

OFANLEITI

VATNSMÝRARVEGUR

ÞORRAGATA

EINARSNES

BAUGANESSKILDINGANES

BÚ
STA

Ð
A

V
EG

U
R

SUÐURHLÍÐ

HRING
BRAUT

H
RIN

G
BRAUT

H
R

IN
G

B
R

A
U

T

BERGÞÓRUGATA

EIRÍKSG
ATA

EG
ILSG

ATA

HVERFISGATA

LINDARGATA

SÖLVHÓLSGATA
SKÚLAGATA

SÆ
BRAUT

SÆBRAUT

SÆ
BRAUT

HÓLSVEGUR

DYNGJUVEGUR

DA
LB

R
A

U
T

K
A

M
B

SV
EG

U
R

H
JA

LL
A

V
EG

U
R

LA
N

G
H

O
LT

SV
EG

U
R

LA
N

G
H

O
LTSV

EG
U

R

EF
ST

A
SU

N
D

EFSTA
SU

N
D

VESTURGARÐAR

KLETTAGARÐAR

VATNAGARÐAR

SUNDABORG

KLEPPSVEGUR

KLEPPSVEGUR

BORGARTÚN

BRÍETARTÚN

HÁTÚN

MIÐTÚN

SAMTÚN

SÓLTÚN

H
ÁTÚN SIGTÚN

LAUGATEIGUR

HOFTEIGUR

KIRKJUTEIGUR

HRAUNTEIGUR

KIRKJUSANDUR

H
RÍS

ATEIG
UR

LAUG
A

RN
ESV

EG
UR

SUNDLAUGAVEGUR BRÚNAVEGUR

V
ES

TU
R

B
R

Ú
N

A
U

STU
R

B
R

Ú
N

R
E

Y
K

JA
V

EG
U

R

LA
U

G
A

RÁ
SV

EG
U

R

SUNNUVEGUR

SK
IPA

SU
N

D

HOLTAVEGUR

ENGJAVEGUR

EN
G

JAV
EG

UR

G
N

O
ÐARVO

G
UR

LJÓ
SH

EIM
AR

Á
LF

H
EI

M
A

R
G

O
Ð

H
EI

M
A

R
SÓ

LH
EI

M
A

R

SKEIFA
N

G
R

EN
SÁ

SV
EG

U
R

SUÐURLA
N

DSBRAUT

Á
RM

ÚLI

ÁRMÚLI

SÍÐUM
ÚLI

FELLSMÚLI

H
Á

A
LEITISBRA

U
TSA

FA
M

Ý
RI

LAUGAVEGUR

LAUGAVEGUR

ENGJATEIGUR

FLÓKAGATA

HÁTEIGSVEGUR

BÓLSTAÐARHLÍÐ

SKAFTAHLÍÐ

ÚTHLÍÐ

SKÓ
G

A
RH

LÍÐ
ESKIH

LÍÐ

BARMAHLÍÐ

STIGAHLÍÐ

MÁVAHLÍÐ

GRÆNAHLÍÐ

DRÁPUHLÍÐ

HAMRAHLÍÐ

VESTURHLÍÐ

BLÖNDUHLÍÐ

HÖRGSHLÍÐ

H
Á

A
H

LÍ
Ð

AUTARH

N
Ó

A
TÚ

N

LA
N

G
A

H
LÍ

Ð

ST
A

K
K

A
H

LÍ
Ð

ST
A

K
K

A
H

LÍ
Ð

ST
IG

A
H

LÍ
Ð

R
EY

K
JA

H
LÍ

Ð

K
R

IN
G

LU
M

Ý
R

A
R

B
R

A
U

T

K
R

IN
G

LU
M

Ý
R

A
R

B
R

A
U

T

Á
LF

TA
M

Ý
R

I

LÁ
G

M
Ú

LI

H
A

LLA
R

M
Ú

LI

K
R

IN
G

LU
M

Ý
R

A
R

B
R

A
U

T

R
A

U
Ð

A
R

Á
R

ST
ÍG

U
R

R
A

U
Ð

A
R

Á
R

ST
ÍG

U
R

ÞV
ER

H
O

LT

M
JÖ

LN
IS

H
.

Á
S

H
O

LT
ST

Ú
FH

.

TR
A

Ð
A

R
H

.

G
U

N
N

A
RSBR

A
U

T

N
Ó

A
TÚ

N

K
A

TR
ÍN

A
R

TÚ
N

I

ÞÓ
R

U
N

N
A

R
TÚ

N

STÓ
RH

O
LT

M
EÐA

LH
O

LT

STA
N

G
A

RH
O

LT

TÓ
M

A
SA

R
H

A
G

I

FÁLKAGATA

STURLUAGATA

EGGERTSGATA
LYNGHAGI

STARHAGI 

K
V

ISTH
A

G
I

H
JA

RÐA
RH

AG

STRÆTI

SKÓLABRÚ

LAUGAVEGUR

BR

OLT

HRINGBRAUT

                 BÚSTA
ÐAV

EG
UR 

N
A

U
TH

Ó
LSV

EG
U

R

SKIPH OLT

BSÍ
Coach
Terminal

Nordic House
Culture Center

University
of Iceland

National
museum

National
library

Austur
       völlur

Icelandic
Parliament

Reykjavík
Domestic
Airport

Eagle Air
Terminal 

Hlemmur
Bus Terminal 

Sundhöllin
Swimming
Pool

Laugar-
dalslaug
Swimming 
Pool

Laugardalur
Park

Sigurjón
Art 
Museum

Viðey
ferry

Domestic 
Zoo &
Family 
Park

Botannical
Gardens

Camping
site

Kringlan
Shopping
Mall

Laugar-
dalshöll
Sports 
Arena

Indoor
Skating
Rink

City
Hall

Hallgríms-
kirkja
ChurchListasafn

Einars

National
Theatre

The 
Culture 
House

The 
Central
BankMain

Tourist
Info

Reykjavík
Art Museum

Maritime
Museum

Saga Museum
& Aurora Reykjavik

Harpa
Concert 
Hall

Nauthólsvík 
Beach

Perlan

Reykjavík
University

Kjarvalsstaðir
Museum

Hótel 
Loftleiðir

Hljóm-
skála-
garður
Park

Vestur-
bæjarlaug
Swimming
Pool

National
Gallery

1 2 3 4 5

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

I

  1   Public House
Laugavegur 24
Public House has a wide variety of small, 
interesting dishes and finger foods, and a good 
variety of beer. It keeps the right conversation-
friendly tone by not having TV screens or 
other distractions. It’s the perfect place to fill 
up on tasty small plates before a night on the 
town. The menu features lots of traditional 
Icelandic ingredients, including the cute and 
oh-so-delicious puffin. Also—try the langoustine 
dumplings. You’re welcome. 

  2   Matur Og Drykkur
Grandagarður 2
Matur og Drykkur has become the place we tell 
friends to try when they’re visiting. They take 
classic Icelandic ingredients and bring them 
up-to-date. The most dramatic, and dare we say, 
must-try item on their menu is the cod head. 
It’s cooked in chicken stock and then glazed. For 
some, the idea of a cod head seems a little too 
experimental, but trust us, it’s delicious. Start 
with the cheeks and then just keep eating until 
it’s no longer looking at you.

  3   Kaffi Vínyl
Hverfisgata 76
Kaffi Vínyl has wedged itself into the growing 
vegetarian scene in 101, becoming not only the 
best vegetarian place, but also the best vegan 
place, with a completely vegan menu. Kaffi 
Vínyl sticks to its guns when it comes to coffee, 
too—try their oat milk latte and cappuccino. We 
didn’t know oats could be milked, but wherever 
that elusive oat-teat was hidden, we’re glad they 
found it. True to its name, the restaurant is lined 
with crates of vinyl from every era, and regularly 
invites local DJs to come through and do some 
digging. 

  4   Ban Thai 
Laugavegur 130
Ban Thai is a rare thing in Iceland: a specialty 
food place that manages to keep quality despite 
the difficulty in obtaining high quality ingredi-
ents. It won Grapevine's "Best Thai Food" title 
this year (and has the past four out of five years).
Their spicy dishes manage to give the fresh, pi-
quant flavour of southeast Asia. It’s also the only 
restaurant Russell Crowe visited while in Iceland. 
What does that mean? Try it and find out.

5

The Map

Useful Numbers

 Emergency number: 112 
Medical help: 1770 

Dental emergency: 575 0505 
Information: 1818 
Taxi: Hreyfill: 588 5522 - BSR: 561 0000

Public Phones

 There are few public payphones in the 
centre. The tourist info at Aðalstræti 2, City 

Hall, Kolaportið, Landsbankinn and in Lækjargata. 
Prepaid phone cards are recommended for int’l 
callers.

Tourist Information

 Arctic Adventures, Laugavegur 11, tel: 562 7000 
Tourist Info Centre, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 590 1550 

Iceland Excursions–Grayline, Hafnarst. 20, tel: 540 1300 
Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2, tel: 522 4979 
Trip, Laugavegur 54, tel: 433 8747

Post Offices 

 Post offices are located around the 
city. The downtown post office is at 

Pósthússtræti 3–5, open Mon–Fri 09:00–18:00. 
Stamps are also sold at bookstores, gas stations, 
tourist shops and some grocery stores.

Public Transport

 The only public transport available in 
Reykjavík is the bus. Most buses run every 

20–30 min (the wait may be longer on weekends), 
price per fare is 420 ISK adults, 210 ISK children. 
Multiday passes are available at select locations and 
through their app. Route map at: www.bus.is. Tel: 
540 2700. Buses run from 07–24:00 on weekdays 
and 10–24:00 on weekends. Main terminals are: 
Hlemmur and Lækjartorg.

Opening Hours - Bars & Clubs

 According to regulations, bars can stay 
open until 01:00 on weekdays and 04:30 on 

weekends.

Opening Hours - Shops & Banks

 Shops: Mon–Fri 10:00–18:00, Sat 10:00–
16:00, Sun closed. Kringlan and Smáralind 

malls and most supermarkets and tourist shops 
have longer opening hours. 
Banks in the centre are open Mon-Fri 09:00-16:00

Domestic Airlines

 Air Iceland, Reykjavíkurflugvöllur,
tel: 570 3030, www.flugfelag.is

Eagle Air, Hótel Loftleiðir, tel: 562 4200

Tax-Free Refund

.         Keflavik Airport - before check-in 
Seyðisfjörður - Smyril Line Terminal

Drinking

Eating

The absolute basics

  5   Kaffibarinn
Bergstaðastræti 1
Once it was the go-to place for Reykjavík’s 
in-the-know party people, but these days the se-
cret is out. Here you'll find international visitors 
and every kind of Reykjavík local, chilling by day 
or dancing to the pulse of house music by night.

  6   Kiki
Laugavegur 22
Voted Grapevine's "Best Bar To Go Dancing." 
Their pop ‘n’ classics policy is perfect for those 
who like to sing along to every track they hear. Be-
ing the city’s only queer club, Kiki is also the place 
where people really let loose. 

  7   Bryggjan Brugghús
Grandagarður 8
This place is huge, great for big groups of 
people and parties. It isn’t really a bar, but it’s 
a good place with delicious food, good beer 
and a solid view. Bonus points for being able to 
watch the beer being brewed on site. 

  8   Mengi
Óðinsgata 2
MENGI is more of an arts space than a bar. It has 
a formal atmosphere, and offers a programme 
gleaned from the creative end of the musical 
spectrum, encouraging collaborative and experi-
mental sets for a rapt, seated audience.

A

F

E

B

A

J

C

D

H

2

7

65

1

11

Get the bigger, more detailed version of The Reykjavík Grapevine City 
Map at your nearest hotel or guesthouse, with selections from our Best-
Of awards, vital info, downtown bus stops and a wider view of the city.
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GRANDAGARÐUR 2, 101 REYKJAVÍK
TEL.: 511 1517

WWW.SAGAMUSEUM.IS

A Viking museum that 
gives a compelling view 

into Icelandic history

C

Party Every Night.
Cocktails! Bottle Service! 
Live Music Every Night! 

50 different kinds of beer. 
Live Sports Coverage

Kitchen open from 11.00.
Ribs - Burgers
Chicken Wings! AUSTURSTRAETI 8  • REYKJAVIK

B

D

BANKASTRÆTI 7A - 101 REYKJAVÍK - TEL. 562 3232
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6 7 8 9
Venue Finder 
Music & Entertainment

Museums & Galleries

Austur 
Austurstræti 7 D3

B5 
Bankastræti 5 E4

Bar 11 
Hverfisgata 18 E5

Bar Ananas 
Klappastígur 28 E5

Bíó Paradís  
Hverfisgata 54 E5 

Bjarni Fel  
Austurstræti 20 E4

Bravó 
Laugavegur 22 E5

Boston 
Laugavegur 28b E5

Café Rósenberg 
Klapparstígur 25 E5 

Den Danske Kro 
Ingólfsstræti 3 E4 

Dillon 
Laugavegur 30 E5

Dubliner  
Naustin 1-3 D3 

Dúfnhólar 10 
Hafnarstræti 18 D3 

English Pub 
Austurstræti 12 D3

Gaukurinn  
Tryggvagata 22 D3

Hressó 
Austurstræti 20 D3

Húrra  
Naustin                         D3

Kex Hostel 
Skúlagata 28 E7

Kaffibarinn 
Bergstaðastræti 1 E4

Kaffi Vínyl 
Hverfisgatur 76 E6

Kaldi Bar 
Laugavegur 20b E5

Kiki Queer Bar 
Laugavegur 22 E5

Loft  
Bankastræti 7 E4

Paloma 
Naustin                         D3 

Prikið 
Bankastræti 12 E4

Reykjavík Roasters 
Kárastígur 1 F5

Stofan Café 
Vesturgata 3 D3

Ölsmiðjan  
Lækjargata 10 E3

Ölstofan 
Vegamótastígur 4 E5

Tivoli bar  
Hafnarstræti 4  D3

ART67
Laugavegur 67   F7
Open 09-21
art67reykjavik@gmail.com

ASÍ Art Gallery
Freyjugata 41   G6
Open Tue-Sun 13-17
listasafnasi.is

Aurora Reykjavík
Grandagarður 2   B1
Open 09-21

Ásgrimur Jónsson 
Museum
Bergstaðastræti 74 G4
Mon-Fri through Sep 1

Berg Contemporary
Klapparstígur 16 E5
Tue-F 11-17, Sat 13-17
bergcontemporary.is

Better Weather 
Window Gallery
Laugavegur 41 E6
windandweather.is 

The Culture House
Hverfisgata 15   
Open daily 10–17 E5
nationalmuseum.is

The Einar Jónsson  
Museum
Eiriksgata   G5
Tue–Sun 14–17
skulptur.is   

Ekkisens
Bergstaðastræti 25b  F4

Gallerí List
Skipholt 50A   H10
M-F 11-18, Sat 11-16 
gallerilist.is

Hafnarborg
Strandgata 34,  
Hafnarfjörður
hafnarborg.is

Hannesarholt 
Grundarstígur 10   F4
hannesarholt.is

Hitt Húsið - Gallery 
Tukt
Pósthússtræti 3-5   D4
hitthusid.is

Hverfisgallerí 
Hverfisgata 4 D4
hverfisgalleri.is  i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16   D3
Tue–Fri 11–17, Sat 13–17 
and by appointment. i8.is

The Icelandic 
Phallological Museum
Laugavegur 116   F8
phallus.is

Kirsuberjatréð
Vesturgata 4  D3
kirs.is  

Mengi
Óðinsgata 2   F5
mengi.net

Mokka Kaffi
Skólavörðustígur 3A E5
mokka.is

The National Gallery 
of Iceland
Fríkirkjuvegur 7   F3
Tue–Sun 11–17
listasafn.is

The National Museum
Suðurgata 41   
Open daily 10–17 G2
nationalmuseum.is

The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5   H2
Mon–Sun 11–17
nordice.is

Reykjavík Art Gallery
Skúlagata 30   E7
Tue-Sun 14–18

Reykjavík Art Museum 
- Hafnarhús 
Tryggvagata 17   D3
Open 10-17, Thu 10-20

Kjarvalsstaðir
Flókagata 24   H8
Open 10-17

Ásmundarsafn
Sigtún
Open 10-17
listasafnreykjavikur.is

Reykjavík City Library
Tryggvagata 15   D3
borgarbokasafn.is

Reykjavík City 
Museum - Árbæjarsafn
Kistuhylur 4 
Daily tours at 13

The Settlement 
Exhibition
Aðalstræti 17   D3
Open daily 9–20

Reykjavík Maritime 
Museum
Grandagarður 8   B2
Open daily 10-17

Reykjavík Museum of 
Photography
Tryggvagata 15   D3
Mon-Thu 12–19, Fri 12-18, 
Sat–Sun 13–17 

Viðey Island
Ferry from Skarfabakki 
Harbour, Sat-Sun only
videy.com 

Saga Museum
Grandagarður 2   B2
sagamuseum.is

Sigurjón Ólafsson 
Museum
Laugarnestangi 70
lso.is

SÍM
Hafnarstræti 16 D3
Mon-Fri 10-16
sim.is

Sólon Bistro
Bankastræti 7a E4
Mon-Thu 11-23:30
Fri-Sat 11-01, Sun 11-23

Spark Design Space
Klapparstígur 33 E5
M-Fri 12-18, Sat 12-16
sparkdesignspace.com

Tveir Hrafnar 
Baldursgata 12   G4
Thu-Fri 12-17, Sat 13-16
tveirhrafnar.is  

Wind & Weather 
Gallery
Hverfisgata 37 E5
windandweather.is

Pharmacies

 Lyf og heilsa, Egilsgata 3, tel: 563 1020 
Lyfja, Laugavegur 16, tel: 552 4045  

and Lágmúla 5, tel: 533 2300

Internet Access

 Most cafés offer free wifi. Computers 
with internet are available to use at:

Ráðhúskaffi City Hall, Tjarnargata 11
The Reykjavík City Library, Tryggvagata 15
The National Library, Arngrímsgata 3
Tourist Information Centre, Aðalstræti 2
Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2

Public Toilets

 Public toilets in the centre can be found 
inside the green-poster covered towers 

located, for example, at Hlemmur, Ingólfs-
tortorg, by Hallgrímskirkja, by Reykjavík Art 
Museum, Lækjargata and by Eymundsson on 
Skólavörðustígur. Toilets can also be found 
inside the Reykjavík City Hall and the Reykjavík 
Library.

Long Distance Coach Terminal 

 BSÍ, Vatnsmýrarvegur 10,

tel: 562 1011, www.bsi.is

Swimming Pools 

 There are several swimming pools in 
Reykjavík. The one in 101 Reykjavík, 

Sundhöll Reykjavíkur, is an indoor one, located 
at Barónsstígur. It features a nice sunbathing 
area and some outdoor hot tubs. 

Opening hours:  
Mon-Thu from 06:30–22:00  
Fri from 06:30–20:00 
Sat from 08:00–16:00 
Sun from 10:00–18:00 

  9   Omnom Chocolate
Hólmaslóð 4
The group behind Omnom Chocolate are 
dedicated to what they do. They call it "bean to 
bar," the process by which their sharp coffee 
bar and their popular lakkris + sea salt come 
to be. The label is especially eye-catching and 
makes a great gift. 

  10   Aurum
Bankastræti 4
Aurum has two faces: it’s a colourful concept 
store on one side, and sells gorgeous jewellery 
on the other. Join the class of fashionable 
Reykvíkingar after picking up some clothing 
and nature-inspired jewellery and some gifts 
and souvenirs for back home. 

  11  Kolaportið
Tryggvagata 19
Kolaportið is a huge indoor flea market that 
takes place on weekends. It’s filled with stalls 
selling bric-a-brac, secondhand clothes, 
unusual foods, antique postcards, lópapeysur, 
and the occasional religious booth filled with 
literature and pamphlets.

Shopping
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The absolute basics

New In Town

12   Prepp
Rauðarárstígur 8
It doesn’t matter how many cosy coffee 
houses Reykjavík has, there’s always room 
for one more. Prepp, next door to Lucky 
Records, serves tasty toasted sandwiches, 
strong coffee, cakes and fresh-tasting 
smoothies with muesli. The space has 
been renovated into an airy, low-lit, 
wooden-floored environment—the walls 
are lined with comfy sofas, and there's 
a central bar that's good for working on 
your laptop, so if you’re a local freelancer 
looking for somewhere to work uninter-
rupted by your friends, this could be your 
new spot. One tip: take your headphones 
if you’re not into breezy-lite pop music. 
JR
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How to use the listings:

Events listed are all live performances 
and DJs. Venues are listed by day. 
For complete listings and detailed 
information on venues visit 
grapevine.is/happening. Send your 
listings to: listings@grapevine.is.

Friday January 6

Concerts:

Kuldaboli (album release concert) 
with Kælan Mikla and Skrattar  
21:00 Gaukurinn
Iceland Symphony Orchestra: 
Viennese Favourites 
19:30 Harpa
Babies Concert 
21:00 Húrra

DJs:

21:00 DJ Lamp Vader  Bravó
21:00 DJ Logi Leó  Húrra
21:00 Gervisykur  Prikið
21:00 Enginn  Stofan
22:00 Árni Húmi  Tívolí
21:00 DJ Bangsi TechSoul  Hverfisgata 12

Saturday January 7

Concerts:

Une Misére, AAIIEENN 
22:00 Gaukurinn
Iceland Symphony Orchestra: 
Viennese Favourites 
16:00 Harpa
Iceland Symphony Orchestra: 
Viennese Favourites 
19:30 Harpa
How To Become Icelandic In 60 
Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits 
20:15 Harpa
Panos from Komodo 
21:00 Rauða Ljónið

DJs:

21:00 DJ Símon FKNHNDSM  Bravó
21:00 DJ Óli Dóri  Húrra
21:00 Young Nazareth/ Logi Pedro Prikið
21:00 Dorrit  Stofan
22:00 Egill Cali  Tívolí
21:00 Miss Mokki  Hverfisgata 12

Sunday January 8

Concerts:

Jazz 
20:00 Bryggjan Brugghús 
Welcome Home: Valdís Gregory and 
Eva Þyrí Hilmarsdóttir 
17:00 Harpa
Rotary Music Awards Concert 
20:00 Harpa
Open Mic Night 
21:00 Húrra

DJs:

21:00 DJ Ear doctor Vinyl Sunday  Bravó
21:00 Lowercase  Prikið

Monday January 9

Concerts:

Vijay Iyer and Wadada Leo Smith 
20:00 Harpa
Monday Jazz 
21:00 Húrra

Monday Vinyl Club 
20:00 KEX Hostel

Tuesday January 10

Concerts:

Karaoke Night 
22:00 Gaukurinn
Icetralia Live Podcast 
20:00 Húrra
Listen to Iceland 
20:00 Iðno
Listen to Iceland 
21:15 Iðno
KEX Jazz 
20:30 KEX Hostel

DJs:

21:00 Maggi Lego  Prikið
21:00 DJ Einar Sonic  Húrra

Wednesday January 11

Concerts:

Blues Jam Session 
21:00 Dillon

Dýrðin, Alvia Islandia 
21:00 Gaukurinn
Don Lockwood Band 
21:00 Slippbarinn
KEX + KRAFTUR: Emiliana Torrini, 
Hjálmar, Hildur og Emmsjé Gauti 
19:00 KEX Hostel  

DJs:

21:00 Formaðurinn  Prikið
22:00 Kira Kira  Stofan 

Thursday January 12

Concerts:

Iceland Symphony Orchestra: Young 
Soloists 
19:30 Harpa
In The Company Of Men + KLIKK / 
Album Release Concert 
20:00 Húrra

DJs:

21:00 DJ Madame Melancolique  Bravó
21:00 Introbeats  Prikið
21:00 Krystal Carma  Stofan

Music

 Picker Of The Issue                   

Kolbeinn Hugi
Kolbeinn Hugi is a visual artist who’s been active in Reykjavík for 15 years, 

producing memorable and often large-scale performance installations, 
sometimes with a musical element. He also was a guitarist in the 

bands Retrön, Skátar and Graveslime. “I usually like stuff that’s kind of 
fresh and new,” he says, “but I also picked out Starship Troopers at Bíó 

Paradís—a dystopian fascist sci-fi fantasy. The Kuldaboli release party is 
gonna be great—weird sweaty italo-disco electro-goth. His new album is 

about drugs, desperation and science fiction. Norðanpaunk is gonna be 
awesome—Godchilla is weird surfy sludge, and Madonna and Child which 
is female synth-driven mystery wrapped in an enigma. You should go and 

support Norðanpaunk—it’s the best icelandic music festival.”  

Kolbeinn's picks are marked with 

Concerts & Nightlife Listings
  January 6 - February 2
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Gyða Valtysdóttir first rose to promi-
nence as one of the twin singers in 
the first iteration of múm, but her 
story over the past few years is very 
much her own. After studying clas-
sical cello in Russia, she spent a few 
years travelling the world, collabo-
rating, and slowly piecing together 
‘Epicycle’—a “covers album” of some 
of her favourite classical composi-
tions from throughout musical his-
tory. We asked her to tell us the story 
behind her selections.

1. Vision (based on Prokofiev’s Vi-
sion Fugitives) is the track that 
sparked this record, when I played 
it super slow on piano many years 
ago, and fell into the space be-
tween the notes. That is what I 
wanted to capture... the space be-
tween.

2. Seikilos Epitaph is the oldest 
surviving musical composition in 
the world, found on a tombstone 
in today’s Turkey. I met with Hil-
mar Jensson, and we improvised 
around the melody. I took one of 
these improvisations and asked a 
friend to add some bagpipes to it. 
He also played duduk, and it really 
completed the song. I also added 
some vocal harmony on it, record-
ed straight onto the laptop.

3-4. Ancient Mode. I love Harry 
Partch—he’s really got his own 
unique space. This was originally 
written for his own invented mi-

crotonal instrument called the 
“harmonic canon.” We recorded 
it in (marimba player) Danny Tu-
nick’s living room in NYC; we had 
never met so I brought wine and 
meat. We only had couple of hours 
to do the recording but half of 
that went into the meal. Than we 
played and Shahzad Ismaily joined 
on percussion. 

5.  Opus 100. This piece is based 
on a piano trio by Schubert. I met 
with Shahzad and the drummer 
Julian Sartorius. We learned the 
chords of the pieces and then im-
provised on it for two hours. This 
was the best version, with some 
tiny bits of overdub on it. 

6. God Music. Another spark for 
this record, this is the absolutely 
heavenly movement from George 
Crumb’s “Black Angels,” which is 
immense and intense. I love play-
ing it as a short little song in my 
live sets. The accompaniment is 
bowed crystal glasses, though 
on the recording I used bowls, 
sampled and then played on a key-
board.

7. Im Wunderschönen Monat Mai 
by Robert Schumann. Me and 
Shahzad often slept in the studios 
we were working. One of them 
had a huge room, and we made 
a pirate ship in the middle of it, 
filled it with candles and blankets. 
Shahzad fell asleep and I sang this 

on repeat as we sailed into the 
night.

8. Louange à l'Éternité de Jésus by 
Olivier Messiaen is from “Quar-
tet for the End of Time” which he 
wrote while he was a prisoner of 
war during WWII. This particu-
late movement, for cello and pia-
no, is a recycle of “Fête des belles 
eaux,”  written for six Onde-Mar-
tenot in 1937. It is so dreamy and 
trippy and inspired my interpreta-
tion. Shahzad plays electric guitar 
and we’ve been performing this in 
pubs and bars all over the world.

9. Hildegard von Bingen was a 
witch-nun, nature-scientist and 
healer from the 12th century. She 
had visions from an early age, but 
in her 40s she was told by the al-
mighty to channel and write down 
what she heard.  At first she was 
reluctant, but she fell seriously ill 
until she started to write melodies 
and poems, most of which are al-
most Sapphic odes to lady Mary. I 
read her diary and felt inspired to 
read over her music on the cello. 
I recorded it just for fun with a 
Shure mic lying on a chair, then 
forgot about it. I found the record-
ings while working on the record 
and it slipped in.

  LISTEN &SHARE:     gpv.is/tt701

TRACK BY TRACK

‘Epicycle’
by Gyða Valtýsdóttir

Words  JOHN ROGERS / GYÐA VALTÝSDÓTTIR

A different sort of milennial



22:00 Marteinn  Tívolí
21:00 DJ John BRNLV  Hverfisgata 12

Friday January 13

Concerts:

eif 
20:00 bus Hostel
The Reykjavík Grapevine Music 
Awards 
20:00 Húrra
Norðanpaunk fundraising 
concert: Godchilla, Madonna and 
Child, MeinhoF (DK), Dauðyflin 
Michalis Moschoutis & Ingi Garðar 
Erlendsson  
21:00 Mengi
BLKPRTY 
22:00 Tívolí
Live Karaoke 
20:00 KEX Hostel

DJs:

21:00 DJ Silja Glømmi  Bravó
22:00 TBA  Gaukurinn
21:00 DJ Station Helgi  Hverfisgata 12
22:00 Styrmir  Húrra
21:00 Kuldaboli/ Karítas  Prikið
21:00 Ear Doctor  Stofan

Saturday January 14

Concerts:

How To Become Icelandic In 60 
Minutes 
19:00 Harpa
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits 
20:15 Harpa
eif 
20:00 Nordic House
Emmsjé Inc. 
21:00 Prikið
French composer/guitarist  
Nico Guerrero 
21:00 Mengi

DJs:

21:00 DJ Styrmir  Bravó
21:00 DJ Ívar Pétur  Húrra
22:00 Gervisykur  Tívolí
21:00 DJ Logi Leo  Stofan
20:00 DJ Ívar Pétur  KEX Hostel
21:00 Hiraku(JP) + Teitur Magnússon 
   KEX Hostel (Gym & Tonic)
21:00 DJ Einar Sonic  Hverfisgata 12

Sunday January 15

Concerts:

Jazz 
20:00 Bryggjan Brugghús 
Elektra Ensemble: New Year’s 
Concert 
17:00 Harpa
eif 
20:00 Stúdentakjallarinn

DJs:

21:00 DJ Áskell Vinyl Sunday  Bravó

Monday January 16

Concerts:

Monday Jazz 
21:00 Húrra
Monday Vinyl Club 
20:00 KEX Hostel

Tuesday January 17

Concerts:

Karaoke Night 
22:00 Gaukurinn
Steingrímur Teague & friends 
20:00 Húrra
Listen to Icelandic Folk Songs 
20:00 Íðnó
Listen to Icelandic Folk Songs 
21:15 Iðno
KEX Jazz 
20:30 KEX Hostel

DJs:

21:00 John Brnlv  Kaffibarinn

Wednesday January 18

Concerts:

Blues Jam Session 

Concerts & Nightlife Listings
  January 6 - February 2

Balls & Gym Socks 
An evening of unreformed rock at Húrra
January 12 I 20:00 I Húrra, Tryggvagata 22

Despite the tidal wave of rap that’s been sweeping over Reykjavík in the past year or two, fans of 
loud guitars (you’re still out there, right? U guys ok?) will be happy to know that somewhere in a 
dank practice room, dudes in t-shirts didn’t stop bashing out distorted, high-energy rock ‘n’ roll. 
One such group is the does-what-it-says-on-the-tin In The Company Of Men, who are throw-
ing an album release party at Húrra on January 12. Support comes from chaotic upstarts KLIKK. 
It’s always nice to have the option of drinking your beer, or throwing it in the air through a sea of 
fliailing limbs, right? JR

Find today's events in Iceland! 
Download our free listings app 
- APPENING on the Apple and 
Android stores

 

ArtisAn BAkery
& Coffee House
Open everyday 6.30 - 21.00 Laugavegur 36 · 101 reykjavik  
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We’ve dished out a lot of credit to 
Icelandic musicians this issue. 
But with only eight music awards 
to give out, it’s still nowhere near 
enough. There was a veritable 
raft—nay, a FLOTILLA—of amaz-
ing bands doing great things in 
2016 that also deserve a mention. 
Aron Can, for example, racked up 
literally millions of Spotify plays 
in 2016—no small feat when only 
~330,000 people can understand 
the language you’re rapping in. 
Fellow rappers Emmsjé Gauti and 
Gísli Pálmi dominated the scene, 
unleashing new tracks that went 
instantly viral. And on the qui-
eter end of the spectrum, artists 
like Ólafur Arnalds, Pascal Pinon, 
JFDR and Snorri Helgason put out 
songs that everyone should hear. 
So here it is: the end-of-year Ice-
landic music playlist to end all 
end-of-year Icelandic music play-
lists. Give it a spin at gpv.is/listy

Aron Can – Þekkir stráginn

In April buzz started to spread that 
Aron Can, a kid who had only re-
leased a couple of promising songs 
on SoundCloud, had a sizzling mix-
tape on the way. This unknown kid 
was reaching GP levels of hype, and 
more than a few were skeptical. 
On May 1st the first single from 
that mixtape, “Enginn Mórall,” 
dropped on YouTube. By the end of 
the year, the song had accumulated 
more than a million listens—the 
hype was real. It’s the song that 
crowned the new prince of Icelan-
dic hip-hop and no end-of-the-year 
playlist is complete without it. JB

aYia - Water Plant
It wasn’t easy liking this song in 
2016. It’s the fiercest kind of ear-
worm—the type that burrows 

itself so far into your mind that 
you find yourself drifting out of 
conversations because it’s playing 
behind your thoughts. A spacious, 
atmospheric gem of a track, ‘Water 
Plant’ is characterised by detailed, 
forward-thinking production and 
a breathy, enticing vocal perfor-
mance, and it left us hungry for 
more. JR

Bjarki – Here It Comes Can 
You Feel It 92 Hoover 2 - 
Original Mix
One of Iceland’s most underground 
scenes, literally and figuratively, 
is the rave cave scene. The caves 
in question aren’t dimly lit base-
ments—they’re actual caves (this 
is Iceland after all). Bjarki didn’t 
get a lot of attention in Iceland last 
year; techno hasn’t reached the 
ears of many not on Molly. It’s a 
true shame, since he is one of our 
most talented musicians. JB

BlazRoca - FÝRUPP
Pre-gaming needs a playlist, and 
no respectable one would be com-
plete without BlazRoca’s “FÝRUPP” 
(“BLAZE,” in English). This song 
isn’t just catchy, aggressive, and 
infectious, but it also contains the 
best exchange in Icelandic rap all 
year:
Blaz: Dett inn á bar, vill fá þrefal-
dann strax. // Fall into the bar, give 
me a triple right now.
Bartender: Þrefaldann í hvað? // 
Triple mixed with what?
Blaz: Mig varðar ekkert um það! // 
I don't give a fuck!
Bartender: Þrefaldann í hvað? // 
Triple mixed with what?
Blaz: Hvurslags spurning er það?? 
// What kind of a question is that??
Bartender: Þrefaldann í hvað? // 
Triple mixed with what?
Blaz: ÞREFALDANN I GLAS! // TRI-
PLE IN A GLASS!
See what I mean? HJC

Emmsjé Gauti feat. Aron 
Can –  Silfurskotta
Emmsjé Gauti is the true king of 
Icelandic hip-hop, dominating last 
year with two albums—most nota-
bly the ultra popular ‘Vagg & Velta’. 
It was only fitting that the most 
popular song from the album, “Sil-
furskotta,” saw the king featuring 
the prince of Icelandic hip-hop. 

During last summer, there wasn’t 
a radio station/club/fishing boat 
you could board without hearing 
the song. Perhaps the peak of Ice-
landic hip-hop. JB 

Fufanu – Sports
In year dominated by hip-hop, one 
rock song shone through it all and 
mesmerised us with a motoric 
krautrock beat, mindblowing gui-
tar excursions and a catchy chorus. 
It’s both accessible and experimen-
tal, and arrived with the best video 
of the year to boot. Fufanu have 
come a long way (baby?), and we 
take our hats off to them. STR

Geimfarar - Hvíti Galdur
Never trying too hard, and always 
getting shit done. I don’t know how 
much work Geimfarar put into 
each track, and that’s part of the 
finesse. They prove that you can 
be loud without screaming. One of 
my favourite rap duos in the area, 
hands down. Easy listening, hard 
track. PY

Gísli Pálmi - Roro

“Roro” proved once and for all 
that you can get a table full of PC-
Icelandic-hipsters to happily sing 
about roofies. No, don’t worry, the 
song isn’t about roofying others, 
it’s about roofying yourself, which 
according to this song, involves 
being in slo-motion and wearing 
polo vests and just genuinely being 
waaay fresh. HJC

GKR - Erfitt
“Erfitt” is unlike any rap song 
we’ve heard this year, focusing 
on the most basic of feelings: that 
life is hard and complex. You try 
to navigate the process of becom-
ing a better person, but often don’t 
know the direction. When the most 

Grapevine's End of 
the Year Playlist

The playlist to end all playlists

Lækjargata 4 | 101 Reykjavík | Sími 55 10 100 | jomfruin.is
Open 11-22 every day

MADE IN ICELAND  www.jswatch.com

With his legendary concentration and 45 years of experience our Master 
Watchmaker ensures that we take our waterproofing rather seriously.  
Gilbert O. Gudjonsson, our Master Watchmaker and renowned craftsman, 
inspects every single timepiece before it leaves our workshop.



21:00 Dillon
Don Lockwood Band 

21:00 Slippbarinn

DJs:

21:00 Nonnimal  Prikið
21:00 Lehoe  Prikið

Thursday January 19

Concerts:

Iceland Symphony Orchestra: Open 
Rehearsal 
9:30 Harpa
Iceland Symphony Orchestra: 
Saariaho and Sibelius 
19:30 Harpa
Tappi Tíkarrass 
20:00 Húrra

DJs:

21:00 DJ Ívar Pétur  Bravó
21:00 KRBR  Prikið
21:00 DJ Dorrit  Stofan 
22:00 Thaison  Tívolí
21:00 DJ Retronaut  Hverfisgata 12

Friday January 20

Concerts:

Nostalgía Soffía Karls / Guðrún Árný 
and Esther Jökuls 
21:00 Café Rosenberg
xsxsxs 
22:00 Tívolí

DJs:

21:00 DJ Óli Dóri  Bravó
21:00 DJ Davíð Roach  Húrra
21:00 Logi Pedro  Prikið
21:00 Extreme Chill  Stofan
21:00 DJ Ívar Pétur  Hverfisgata 12

Saturday January 21

Concerts:

KK and Maggi 
21:00 Café Rosenberg

Churchhouse Creepers, Chc, 
Rythmatik 
22:00 Gaukurinn
Laddi 70 Years! 
16:00 Harpa
How To Become Icelandic In 60 
Minutes 
19:00 Harpa
Laddi 70 Years! 
20:00 Harpa
Rímur and Saumur 
19:00 Mengi

DJS

21:00 DJ Pabbi  Bravó
21:00 DJ Óli Dóri  Húrra
21:00 TY (Gangreen) / Sura  Prikið
22:00 BALCONY  Tívolí
21:00 Nolo  Stofan
21:00 DJ Silja Glømmi  Hverfisgata 12

Sunday January 22

Concerts:

Jazz 
20:00 Bryggjan Brugghús 
Songs of Life & Death 
15:00 Harpa
The Chamber Music Society #4 
17:00 Harpa
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits 
20:15 Harpa 

DJs:

21:00 DJ Einar Sonic Vinyl Sunday  Bravó

Monday January 23

Concerts:

Monday Jazz 
21:00 Húrra

Tuesday January 24

Concerts:

Karaoke Night 
22:00 Gaukurinn
Icletralia Live Podcast 
21:00 Húrra

 Concerts & Nightlife Listings
  January 6 - February 2

What’s Going On, 
Are Guitars Back Or 

Something? 
Weird punks and psychedelic noise at Port
January 14 I 20:00 I Gallery Port, Laugavegur 32B | Admission 1000 ISK

Each month, we—your trusty friends and servants at Reykjavík 
Grapevine—scan the scene for what’s going on in the city’s mu-
sic venues, for your discerning listening pleasure. And, to our 
surprise, January seems to be a month in which the gig circuit 
is alight with loud, angry, punky guitar music. What’s going on? 
Where are the all laptops? This is weird. Still, we’re into it. On 
January 14, you can head down to the new Port Gallery space on 
Laugavegur for a bill of “Noisy Hardcore Punk, Power Violence, 
Crust, Grindcore and Weirdo Garage Rock” from Panos From 
Komodo, Dead Herring PV, ROHT, Meinhof (UK) and GRIT 
TEETH. Prepare yourself. JR

6/1 (Fri): 

7/1 (Sat): 

11/1 (Wed): 

12/1 (Thu): 

13/1 (Fri): 
 

14/1 (Sat): 

18/1 (Wed): 

19/1 (Thu): 

20/1 (Fri): 

21/1 (Sat):

25/1 (Wed):
 

26/1 (Thu):

27/1 (Fri):

28/1 (Sat):

2/2 (Thu):

3/2 (Fri):

Kuldaboli, Kælan Mikla, Skrattar - 1000 ISK

Une Misére, AAIIEENN - 1000 ISK

Dýrðin, Alvia Islandia - Free entry

VAPE Night - Free entry

Godchilla, Madonna and Child, Meinhof (UK), 
Dauðyflin - 1000 ISK

While My City Burns, Aaru - Free entry

Standup Comedy in Icelandic - Free entry

Nick Jameson & Jackson Howard - Free entry

DRAG-SÚGUR Queer Variety Show - 2000 ISK

Churchhouse Creepers, Chc, Rythmatik - 1000 ISK

Tiny Moving Parts (US), Snowed In, Rythmatik, 
Mercy Buckets - 1500 ISK

PowaqaSIRKÚS rap night - Free entry

Fundraising Concert for Syria - 1000 ISK

Suð, Stroff, Puffin Island - Free entry

Variety Show - 1000 ISK

Omotrack & support - Free entry

STANDUP COMEDY
OPEN MIC, IN ENGLISH

EVERY MONDAY AT 21:00 - FREE ENTRY

KARAOKE NIGHT
EVERY TUESDAY AT 22:00 - FREE ENTRY

OTHER EVENTS:

Gaukurinn
Tryggvagata 22, 101 Reykjavík

www.gaukurinn.is
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The ultimate & final say on 2016's best musicMusic

relatable feeling of the year is 
laid over this banging production, 
only greatness can come of it. STR

GKR - Slæmar Fréttir
“Meira” does it big and “Morgun-
matur” has had its time to shine, 
but it’s the first track from GKR’s 
EP that I kept going back to. It’s not 
a breakfast cereal rap—it’s a dark 
rap with a beat that keeps you light 
on your toes. It’s the brand of rap 
that I grew up with, something that 
stirs feelings of anger and disil-
lusionment (even without having 
any fucking idea what he’s saying). 
For me, on this one GKR says some-
thing without having to say it. PY
Góðkynja – Andi
Andi means “spirit” in English, 
and there is a whole lot of that in 
the best cut from Andi’s glorious 
debut album. Bright and breezy 
synth chords bounce off each other 
in a track that morphs outwards 
and inwards over the course of its 
short running time. STR

JFDR - White Sun
“White Sun” is a song based 
around a haunting looped key-
board melody. But also, it’s about 
other kinds of loops: the cycle of 
the seasons, the opening and clos-
ing of relationships, and the cos-
mic waymarkers of the calendar. 
By weaving the theme of the track 
into both its lyrics and structure, 
Jófríður displays the kind of imagi-
nation that catapulted her to the 
forefront of Iceland’s music scene 
in 2016—and onto the cover of 
Grapevine, in November. JR

Jón Þór - Frúin í Hamborg
“Frúin í Hamborg” is an indie-rock 
anthem taken from a four-song 
EP with the same name. Jón Þór is 
channeling the likes of Pavement, 
Blur, Weezer and Built to Spill, 
with great results. STR

Kilo - Magnifico
If you’re reading this, there’s a 
chance you don’t speak Icelandic. 
In that case, Icelandic rap might 
not be your cup of tea—or at least, 
a type of tea you worry you won’t 
understand. Thank God then, for 
the arrival of Kilo’s magnificent 
masterpiece “Magnifico.” This 
is a proper full-on hip-hop party 
anthem that even the stodgiest 

tastemaker couldn’t deny is effing 
catchy. It’s the song you’ll catch 
yourself humming in the car. It’s 
the song you’ll catch yourself danc-
ing on a table to. Whether or not 
rapping about snapbacks and kicks 
is your thing, you can indulge your 
00s-gangsta side a little here. HJC

Kosmodod - Komets
I was living in Berlin when I was 
introduced to time travel. The man 
who built the machine housed it in 
an out of commission U-Bahn tun-
nel just beyond Frankfurter Tor. 
We wore electric yellow vests and 
entered the hollow tunnel entrance 
without trouble. It breathed secre-
cy. He asked me what song I wanted 
to listen to while I traversed space-
time, and I told him “Komets” by 
Kosmodod. PY

KRELD - Way Low
It might not appear on many end-
of-year lists, but Sykur mainstay 
Kristján Eldjárn quietly began an 
exciting new collaborative solo 
project in 2016. “Way Low” was the 
first track to be released, and it’s a 
slow, pulsing masterclass in down-
tempo electronica. His live sets at 
Airwaves showed that he’s sitting 
on a treasure trove of equally good 
material. One to watch. JR

Ólafur Arnalds & Nils Frahm 
- 23:52
When Ólafur stretches his legs a 
little—as he does in his techno 
project Kiasmos, and on this col-
laborative album—his intuitive 
sense for melody combines with 
a playful imagination. “23:52” is a 
looping synth instrumental that’s 
imbued with an expansive sense of 
wonder. It builds beautifully, and 
echoes around the mind long after 
the five minutes are over. JR

Pascal Pinon - 53
‘Sundur’ was perhaps Pascal Pi-
non’s most intimate album to 
date, which is saying a lot. The first 
single, ”53,” is a searingly personal 
song that describes the suicide of a 
friend’s mother, and then proceeds 
to try and sooth away his pain with a 
gentle, empathic, cooing chorus. JR

Samaris - Wanted 2 Say
‘Black Lights’ by Samaris is our Al-
bum of the Year, on the basis that it 
was so full of good tracks that re-
warding just one didn’t feel right. 
That said, first single “Wanted 2 
Say” set the bar high for what was 
to come. It was their first song to 
be sung in English, and with its 
uptempo rhythm and catchy cho-
rus, it opened new doors for one of 
Iceland’s top bands. JR

Snorri Helgason - Einsemd

Snorri released his first album in 
Icelandic last year and ‘Einsemd’ 
is one of its strongest tracks. Por-
traying solitude in a bright light, 
it captures perfectly the “grass is 
always greener” mood many feel 
whilst in relationships. A refresh-
ingly honest track. JB

Spítali  - You
“You” is a high-quality house 
number with a romantic ambi-
ence. It grinds and builds higher 
and higher over the course of its six 
minutes, with hard-hitting drums, 
80s synth pads and fractured vocal 
snippets that hypnotise you on head-
phones and dance floors alike. STR

JR: John Rogers, PY: Parker Yama-
saki, SP: Sveinbjörn Pálsson, JB: 
Jón Ben, HJC: Hannah Jane Cohen 
STR: Straumur (Davíð Roach & Óli 
Dóri)

     SHARE:   gpv.is/lst01

Grapevine's End of 
the Year Playlist

Austurstræti 16       Tel. 551 0011       apotek.isAPOTEK KITCHEN+BAR

ICELANDIC
GOURMET

MENU
Freshly caught seafood and free range lamb 

– with a modern twist

6 COURSE
DINNER MENU
STARTS WITH A “REFRESHING“ SHOT 
OF THE NATIONAL SNAPS BRENNIVÍN

FOLLOWED BY A BITE-SIZED TASTE OF PUFFIN 

OCEAN PERCH
Slow cooked ocean perch, beetroot purée, spicy 
butter, serrano ham, beetroot 

MINKE WHALE
Shallot vinaigrette, crispy Jerusalem artichokes 

SEA TROUT 
Yuzu mayo, true mayo, crispy quinoa, apple

PLAICE
Samphire, green asparagus, blood orange, lime beurre blanc 

RACK OF FREE RANGE ICELANDIC LAMB
Lamb fillet, leeks, pickled onions, browned celeriac, baked 
carrots, spinach and dill cream 

Dessert
SKYR FANTASIA
Skyr fromage, Skyr mousse, strawberry & lime gel, 
lime sponge cake

8.900 kr.

ReykjavíkFrakkastígur 16

ORGANIC
BAKERY



 

DAILY TOURS ON THE HOUR BETWEEN 13-17

BEER TOUR

FOR BOOKINGS:

TEL: +354 456 4040 / www.bryggjanbrugghus.is
E-MAIL: BOOKING@BRYGGJANBRUGGHUS.IS

ADDRESS: GRANDAGARÐUR 8. 101 REYKJAVÍK

20 - 30 MIN  TOUR  INCLUDING A 3 OR 6 
BEER TASTING FLIGHT FROM OUR MICRO BREWERY.

2.900 KR / 5.400 KR

DOCKSIDE BREWERY & BISTRO

Ass Corking  
Is Back For 2017

Seminal punk band Tappi Tíkarass returns  
January 19 I 20:00 I Húrra, Tryggvagata 22 I Admission: 2.000 ISK

The charmingly titled Tappi Tíkarrass (“Cork The Bitch’s Ass,” 
in English) began, in their own words “as a boy band,” in 1981. 
Apparently boy bands in Iceland, back then, made messy, cha-
otic, lo-fi punk rock. Things really kicked off when they recruited 
a certain Björk Guðmundsdóttir, and despite splitting in 1983, 
the band entered local music legend. Now, they’re back, having 
reformed to play Reykjavík’s new punk museum recently—“once 
again a boy band (or man band),” as they say on the Facebook 
event—and they’re headlining Húrra. So if you wanna see this 
seminal Icelandic group splutter back to life like a punk-rock 
Frankenstein, get your ass down to Húrra. And hope they don’t 
cork it. JR

Concerts & Nightlife Listings
  January 6 - February 2

Listen to Icelandic Folk Songs 
20:00 Iðno
Listen to Icelandic Folk Songs 
21:15 Iðno
KEX Jazz 
20:30 KEX Hostel
Sound artist Thoranna  
Björnsdóttir  
21:00 Mengi

DJs:

21:00 Volante  Prikið

Wednesday January 25

Concerts:

Blues Jam Session 
21:00 Dillon
Tiny Moving Parts (US), Snowed In, 
Rythmatik, Mercy Buckets 
21:00 Gaukurinn
Reykjavík Kabarett 
21:00 Græna Herbergið
Wesen 
20:00 Húrra
Don Lockwood Band 
21:00 Slippbarinn
Nicolas Kunyzs 
21:00 Stofan
Tom Manoury & Edda Erlendsdóttir 
21:00 Mengi

DJs:

21:00 Sakana  Prikið

Thursday January 26

Concerts:

Stalfaxi 
21:00 Café Rosenberg
PowaqaSIRKÚS rap night 
21:00 Gaukurinn
Dark Music Days: Opening Ceremony 
17:00 Harpa
Dark Music Days: Hljómeyki og Caput 
18:00 Harpa
Dark Music Days: Iceland Symphony 
Orchestra 
19:30 Harpa
Dark Music Days: Adapter 

21:30 Harpa
Gordi (AU) 
21:00 KEX Hostel
Sound installation by Halldór Eldjárn 
16:00 Mengi

DJs:

21:00 DJ Óli Dóri  Bravó
21:00 Housekell  Prikið
22:00 Vrong!  Tívolí
21:00 Vök  Stofan
21:00 DJ Doodlepops  Hverfisgata 12

Friday January 27

Concerts:

Árni and Sindri Freyr 
21:00 Café Rosenberg
Fundraising concert for Syria 
22:00 Gaukurinn
Iceland Symphony Orchestra: YRKJA 
Young Composers 
12:00 Harpa
Dark Music Days: Ensemble U 
17:00 Harpa
Dark Music Days: Robert Dick and 
Ursel Schlicht 
19:00 Harpa
Jeff Wayne’s The World of The 
Worlds 
19:30 Harpa
Dark Music Days: Haptal // Ríkharður 
20:00 Harpa
Dark Music Days: Duo Harpverk 
21:00 Harpa
Dark Music Days: Nordic Affect 
22:00 Harpa
Berndsen 
21:00 KEX Hostel
Sound installation by Nicolas Kunysz 
16:00 Mengi

DJs:

21:00 DJ Agnes Björt  Bravó
21:00 DJ Óli Dóri  Húrra
21:00 Verkfall / Spegill  Prikið
22:00 Moonshine  Tívolí 
21:00 Krystal Carma  Stofan
21:00 DJ Z  Hverfisgata 12



Saturday January 28

Concerts:

Suð, Stroff, Puffin Island 
22:00 Gaukurinn
Dark Music Days: Töfrahurð 
12:00 Harpa
Dark Music Days: Shasta 
Ellenbogen and Yngvild Haaland 
Ruud 
Dark Music Days: Caput 
17:00 Harpa
Dark Music Days: Cikada 
19:00 Harpa
Dark Music Days: Stelkur 
20:00 Harpa
Dark Music Days: Kammersveit 
Reykjavíkur 
21:00 Harpa
Undurfagra Ævintýr 
20:00 Harpa

DJs:

21:00 DJ Helgi Már (PZ)  Bravó
21:00 DJ Simon FKNHNDSM  Húrra
21:00 Karítas / Kocoon  Prikið
22:00 Candyfloss  Tívolí
21:00 Lamp Vader  Stofan
21:00 Extreme Chill DJ  Hverfisgata 12
20:00 DJ Helgi Már KEX  Hostel

Sunday January 29

Concerts:

Jazz 
20:00 Bryggjan Brugghús 
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits 
20:15 Harpa

DJs:

21:00 DJ Ísar Logi Vinyl Sunday  Bravó

Monday January 30

Concerts:

Monday Jazz 
21:00 Húrra

Tuesday January 31

Concerts:

Karaoke Night 
22:00 Gaukurinn
Listen to Icelandic Folk Songs 
20:00 Iðno
Listen to Icelandic Folk Songs 
21:15 Iðno
KEX Jazz 
20:30 KEX Hostel

DJs:

21:00 Dj Fusion Groove  Húrra
21:00 John Brnlv  Kaffibarinn
21:00 Nærvera  Prikið

Wednesday February 1

Concerts:

Blues Jam Session 
21:00 Dillon
Kriki 
20:00 Húrra
Don Lockwood Band 
21:00 Slippbarinn

Thursday February 2

Concerts:

Refur 
21:00 Café Rosenberg
Iceland Symphony Orchestra: Open 
Rehearsal 
9:30 Harpa
Iceland Symphony Orchestra: 
Stravinsky and Britten 
19:30 Harpa
Axel Flóvent 
20:00 Húrra
South-Korean artist Kwon Song 
Hee 
21:00 Mengi

DJs:

21:00 DJ Óli Dóri  Bravó

Friday February 3

Concerts:

Omotrack & support 
22:00 Gaukurinn
Iceland Symphony Orchestra: Open 
Rehearsal 
9:30 Harpa
American musician / sound-artist 
Stephen Dorocke 
21:00 Mengi
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Logi & Lilja & Svarthöfði & Óbí Van

Gareth Edwards’s ‘Rogue One: A Star Wars Story’
By SINDRI ELDON

‘Rogue One’ fully and complete-
ly understands what it means to 
be a Star Wars movie.
 It means retreading familiar 
ground not with hesitation, fear, 
and blind adherence to form, but 
with bold surety and the strength 
to break and bend the rules where 
applicable. It means daring to 
venture slightly off the beaten 
path while keeping key elements 
within sight at all times, embrac-
ing the full scope of the universe 
it inhabits while still taking time 
to tell a strong new story. ‘Rogue 
One’ understands these things, 
and, most important of all, it un-
derstands that the key to being a 
great Star Wars movie is a willing-
ness to redefine what a great Star 
Wars movie is in the first place.
 Rather than being a pallid re-
tread of inedibly stale cliches, 
‘Rogue One’ forges a new path 
toward its own frontier, which 
is ironic in light of the movie’s 
place in the Star Wars timeline. 
Set mere days before the events 
depicted in the original 1977 Star 
Wars movie, ‘Rogue One’ could 
easily have devolved into two 
hours of pointless fan service and 
disappeared into the foothills of 
the great mountain that is ‘Star 
Wars: A New Hope’, but instead, 
it gloriously enriches and actually 
improves the older film, comple-
menting it and intersecting with 
it so cohesively that they could al-
most be seen as two halves of the 
same production. It does all this 
while never losing its own identity 
and feel, proudly infused with the 
spirit of Star Wars without ever 
feeling cheap or derivative. This is 
also a noteworthy feat considering 
that as a standalone spinoff with-
out an episode number or place in 
the grander Star Wars saga, it did 
not have any particular obliga-
tion to be anything more than a 
stopgap addendum to already es-
tablished events, and yet it brings 
more fresh vigor and original-
ity to the table than any recent 
franchise film I can think of. It’s 
a great movie, and it doesn’t even 
have to be.

From Godzilla to the 
Death Star

It achieves these things largely 
due to the confident strokes of 
its director, Gareth Edwards. 
Edwards, who first gained inter-
national attention with his deft 
and understated full-length de-
but ‘Monsters’, and popped his 
blockbuster cherry with the 2014 
reboot of ‘Godzilla’, is seemingly 
building a career with his natural 
feel for convincingly placing the 
viewer amid unlikely events that 
are taking place on an enormous 
scale. He is, in other words, the 
perfect man to believably depict 
the Death Star as it ominously 
stalks whole planets. The destruc-
tion it brings is always carefully 
choreographed to show its impact 
on things whose size we already 
know and understand; the mas-
sive fallen statues and crumbling 
temples of Jedha are methodically 
overturned and shattered, rather 
than simply annihilated, with 
the resulting explosions shown 
from multiple angles and vantage 
points so we can better under-
stand the terror and devastation.
 And his artistry doesn’t end 
there. Nearly everything in the 
film is similarly tactile and tan-
gible; Edwards understands that 
the Star Wars universe is a real 
place, but rather than try to rec-
reate that reality by duplicating 
the feel of previous films, he sees 
the potential in modernizing its 
individual elements and making 
them real to a contemporary au-
dience. The gunfights in ‘Rogue 
One’ echo the pacing of those 
in the original films, but still 
bring the grit and weight one has 
come to expect from modern ac-
tion movies. An X-wing fighter 
emerges from hyperspace into a 
set-piece space battle, but we see 
it from a distinctly modern-feel-
ing ship-mounted camera. Darth 
Vader mows down hapless Alli-
ance troops with sanguine flair 
aplenty, but it never feels wanton 
and unjustified; in fact, it is a le-

gitimately terrifying scene, so 
skilled is Edwards at making even 
something as overexposed and 
fantastical as Darth Vader seem 
fresh and real.
 No chase scene or space battle 
occurs without the audience first 
being made to visually understand 
the layout and dimensions of the 
players and the setting, meaning 
that the ensuing special effects 
orgies never feel gratuitous, but 
simply satisfying payoffs that fol-
low diligent setups. A two-legged 
scout walker turns the tide in a 
gunfight in what would have been 
a flagrant deus ex machina, had 
the walker not first been glimpsed 
through the townscape minutes 
earlier. Rebel starfighters zip and 
weave through space station su-
perstructure, but only after the 
station’s shape and purpose has 
been thoroughly established. And 
those same fighters also spec-
tacularly take down a four-legged 
walker, but only after the walker’s 
humongous size and apparent im-
pregnability have been depicted in 
the previous scene. Setup, payoff. 
Setup, payoff. It’s not complicated, 
JJ.

Painting outside the 
lines

‘Rogue One’ is masterfully paced, 
opening with simple but striking 
compositions and character in-
troductions conveyed with sparse 
conversation and bountiful reac-
tion shots. One by one, the char-
acters are established and the plot 
moves forward, in scenes that nev-
er feel offhand or obligated, but 
finely theatrical and, for want of a 
better word, loved. And when the 
time comes for Edwards to wring 
out the drama during the film’s 
dazzling climax, it doesn’t feel 
forced or color-by-numbers, sim-
ply because the preparatory work 
has been done. He even makes the 
wobbly closeups and muted, rever-
berating explosions that now lit-
ter all sci-fi and fantasy films feel 
rewarding and warranted. This is 
competent filmmaking done by a 

man who understands his craft, 
who knows how to mix modernity 
with classicism, and how to con-
vey complexity by hinting at the 
spaces between his simple lines.
 The cast is similarly selective 
with their brushes, with veteran 
character actors Forest Whita-
ker and Ben Mendelsohn set-
ting their scenery-chewing dials 
at exactly the right levels, while 
relative newcomers Felicity Jones 
and Riz Ahmed find real people 
within their admittedly bare-
bones story arcs. Jones’s authen-
ticity is especially important and 
difficult to achieve, as she has 
some fairly hammy speeches and 
overwrought confrontations to 
sell, but she rises to the challenge 
quite beautifully. Her character’s 
entire arc essentially rests on her 
reaction to a recorded message, 
but what a reaction it is; she falls 
to her knees, devastated, and the 
audience falls with her. Edwards 
has enough faith in his actors’ 
performances to not saddle them 
with trite expositional explana-
tions of how they feel or why. 
Their motivations are tastefully 
and convincingly written onto 
their faces, from Donnie Yen’s 
beatific smile and Diego Luna’s 
skeptical scowl, to Riz Ahmed’s 
flighty glances and Forest Whita-
ker’s desperately sorrowful stares.
 It seems amazing that ‘Rogue 
One’ finds time and space for all 
these human emotions amid the 
rises and falls of a full-on space 
opera, but that is what the genre 
was originally meant to achieve, 
and the film stands as a testament 
to the fact that it takes more than 
box-checking self-service and 
special effects wizardry to do the 
Star Wars franchise justice. And 
it does all these things while still 
delivering a product that is fun, 
fresh, valid and relevant, and far 
superior in every way to the fran-
chise entry that came before it. It 
is a film worthy of its place among 
the stars, and I want to watch it 
again right now.

“ It does all this while never losing its own identity and 
feel, proudly infused with the spirit of Star Wars without 

ever feeling cheap or derivative.”

One-To-One Scale 



 

A RARE, 
ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME 
OPPORTUNITY
Around, on and deep within the 
awesome Langjökull ice cap glacier.

Find us:

#intotheglacier

Book your adventure online at www.intotheglacier.is
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In 1989, Jim Jarmusch was unable 
to attend the Reykjavík Film Festi-
val screenings of ‘Mystery Train’. 
In his stead, he sent producer Jim 
Stark, who ended up hitting it off 
with Friðrik Þór Friðriksson, at 
once the leading luminary and the 
enfant terrible of Iceland’s bur-
geoning film scene: the festival’s 
precocious founder, in the years 
leading up to the creation of the 
Icelandic Film Fund, and the di-
rector of the controversial punk 
documentary ‘Rokk í Reykjavík’ 
(see issue 9, 2016). By then, Friðrik 
Þór’s early work had gained him an 
appreciative audience on the in-
ternational festival circuit. Stark 
liked Friðrik Þór’s fiction debut 
‘White Whales’, which told the vi-
olence-tinged story of two fisher-
man ashore in Reykjavík in a style 
compared to Jarmusch’s hipster-
Ozu deadpan. In 1991, his ‘Children 
of Nature’ would be nominated for 
the Best Foreign Language Film 
Oscar (a feat still unrivaled in Ice-
landic cinema). Friðrik Þór’s film 
riffed on Ozu’s ‘Tokyo Story’ and 
Wim Wenders’s ‘Wings of Desire’ 
to tell a story of Iceland’s urban-
ization, with a whiff of road-movie 
mysticism he would eventually re-
fine further in 1995’s ‘Cold Fever’, 
cowritten by Stark.  
 As Friðrik Þór relates in inter-
views, he and Stark had got to talk-
ing about doing something with 
the actor Masatoshi Nagase, who 

plays one of the Japanese tourists 
adrift in Memphis in ‘Mystery 
Train’. Inspired by a stray news 
item, they finally came up with a 
story in in which Nagase’s char-
acter reluctantly travels to North 
Iceland to perform a memorial 
ritual for his drowned parents. In 
the dead of winter.
 Twenty-plus years on, ‘Cold 
Fever’, the dialogue of which is 
mostly in global English, reads 
as a wonderfully knowing tour-
ist’s-eye-view of Unique Iceland. 
Many of the jokes are evergreen: 
The Blue Lagoon of 1995 is quaint, 
small and foggy, but the sign 
commanding international visi-
tors to shower, with red patches 
over head, feet, armpit and geni-
tals, is unchanged. The snow-
blown roads are all but empty of 
visitors, though, except for a few 
disreputable American hitchhik-
ers Nagase picks up (Fisher Ste-
vens and Lili Taylor, wonderfully 
mixing neurosis and aggression). 
It’s practically a Wild West—or a 
great beyond. Of course he gets 
spectacularly lost (like many of 
today’s guests, he ignores road-
closure signs), and has encounters 
from the cosy to the cosmic: from 
the quirky bar where he’s intro-
duced to Brennevin and sheep’s 
testicles, to the shores of a glacial 
lagoon, where a wild-haired girl 
restarts his junky Citroën with 
her elf-like shriek.

 Now, even perfectly unmystical 
contemporary Icelandic films, like 
‘Bakk’ and ‘Á annan veg’, use the 
Icelandic highway as a metaphor. 
(The Ring Road leads out into wide 
open spaces… right back to where 
you started.) And the more spiritu-
al odyssey of ‘Cold Fever’ can hard-
ly be accused of peddling an in-
authentic export-only view of the 
country. Friðrik Þór’s eye for the 
landscape’s frosty negative space 
gives the objective natural beauty 
a personal, mysterious twist (fur-
ther emphasized by the wintry, 
chiming score from Hilmar Örn 
Hilmarsson, the ‘Rokk í Reykjavík’ 
punk turned Ásatrú pagan). And 
the style, quizzical observational 
comedy and slow-motion slap-
stick, is international. The per-
formers, foreign and domestic, are 
given space to project personality 
in unpredictable directions—in-
cluding the great Japanese director 
Seijun Suzuki, twinkling in a rare 
acting role. Whether you’ve never 
been to Iceland, or are totally over 
it, watching ‘Cold Fever’ you’ll un-
derstand what it feels like to be lost 
in translation.

How to watch: US, UK and Icelandic 
DVD editions of the film are available 
from online retailers internationally 
and public libraries in Iceland.

     SHARE:  gpv.is/sic01

‘Cold Fever’
Words MARK ASCH

OPEN 7-21

BREAKFAST,
LUNCH & DINNER

T EMPL AR A SUND 3 ,  101 RE Y K JAV ÍK ,  T EL :  5711822,  W W W.BERGSSON. IS

Sushi Social
Þingholtsstræti 5 • 101 Reykjavík

Tel. 568 6600 • sushisocial.is

Our kitchen is open
17.00–23.00 sun.–thu.
17.00–24.00 fri.–sat.

3 course
amazing
dinner menu
5.900 kr.

STARTER 

Choose between

Icelandic langoustine
Pan fried langoustine, 
green celery, spring 
onions, lobster butter 
sauce and mango salsa 

or

Icelandic roll- 4 pcs
Gravlax roll with Brennivín 
(Icelandic traditional 
Snaps) and dill. Avocado, 
mango, cucumber, dill 
mayo, rye bread crumble

MAIN COURSE 

Choose between

Rack of lamb 
Onion purée, slow 
cooked leeks, 
chimichurri, 
baked carrot

or

Grilled salmon
Mango-cucumber 
salsa, plantain-chips, 
chili foam, dill

DESSERT

Skyr 
Skyr infused with 
birch, berries, white 
chocolate crumble, 
and sorrel granita
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Stay Teen
The Breakfast Club / Napoleon Dynamite
January 20 & January 27  |  20:00  |  Bíó Paradís  |  A dmission: 1.600 ISK

The much-loved Bíó Paradís cinema—as well as showing a 
rotation of classic and contemporary Icelandic films, always 
with English subtitles—often screen cult titles, from indie 
classics to early horror films to low-budget 80s sci-fi flicks. 
This January, they’re showing two very different takes on the 
coming-of-age movie. ‘The Breakfast Club’ is the 80s staple 
that kind of birthed the genre, via the formula of throwing 
together a bunch of teen character tropes—a rebel, a jock, 
an overachieving nerd, a pageant queen and an introverted 
goth—in a never-ending detention session. At first, they get 
on each other’s nerves and clash, before ultimately being unit-
ed by their boredom and frustration. It hasn’t aged particu-
larly well, as it pigeonholes the characters in a way that today 
feels reductive and borderline derogatory, but it’s still some 
good retro fun. More up-to-date is ‘Napoleon Dynamite’, a 
mumbly teen comedy with a stilted, dry, slapstick sense of hu-
mour, centred around a singularly awkward outsider protago-
nist trying to find his way through life. He delivers a stream of 
memorable lines about his daily struggles: “Nunchuck skills… 
bowhunting skills… computer hacking skills… girls only want 
boyfriends who have great skills!” Both are showing at 8pm 
on a Friday, so it’s a good way to start your night. JR

Bíó Paradís

This month's special screenings at Bíó Paradís! 
For complete schedule, visit www.bioparadis.is.

‘David Bowie IS’

January 6 at 18:00
January 7 at 20:00
January 8 at 20:00
January 9 at 18:00
January 10 at 20:00

‘Gimme Danger’

January 6 at 17:45
January 7 at 17:45
January 8 at 17:45 

‘Grimmd’

January 6 at 17:45 
January 9 at 20:00
January 10 at 17:45 

‘The Craft’

January 6 at 20:00

‘Lion’

January 6 at 20:00 and 22:15
January 7 at 17:30 and 22:00
January 8 at 17:30 and 22:00

‘The Oath’

January 6 at 20:00
January 9 at 17:45
January 10 at 20:00

‘Absolutely Fabulous: the movie’

January 6 at 22:30
January 9 at 20:00
January 10 at 22:30

‘Embrace Of The Serpent’

January 6 at 22:15
January 7 at 17:30
January 8 at 17:30

‘The Godfather part II’

January 7 at 20:00

‘The Threepenny Opera - National 
Theatre Live’

January 7 at 20:00
January 8 at 20:00

‘Starship Troopers’ 

January 8 at 20:00

‘Slack Bay’

January 8 at 22:30
January 9 at 17:30
January 10 at 20:00

‘Captain Fantastic’

January 9 at 22:30
January 10 at 22:30
January 11 at 22:30

‘Wayne’s World’

January 13 at 20:00

‘Labyrinth’ 

January 15 at 16:00

‘Á nýjum stað / Eisheimat / Home in the 
Ice’

February 3 at 18:00

Friday Party: ‘Hair!’ 

February 3 at 20:00

“The Icelandic Museum of Rock 'n' Roll is as 
eccentric in its telling as the tale it celebrates.”

David Fricke, Rolling Stone.

The museum is located in Keflavík 
only 5 minutes away from 

Keflavík International Airport.

Open daily from 11am - 6pm
 

For more go to rokksafn.is

Visit Iceland's largest music museum and enjoy our history 
of Icelandic rock and pop music. Browse through the timeline of 
Icelandic pop and rock music with the Rock 'n' Roll app on Ipads, 
spend time in our soundlab, cinema, karaoke booth, gift store, 

exhibitions or simply grab a cup of co�ee at our café (free wifi!).

THE ICELANDIC 
MUSEUM OF 

ROCK 'N' ROLL

The Icelandic Museum of Rock 'n' Roll

Hafnarstræti 1–3 / Tel. 555 2900 / saetasvinid.is

ICELANDIC GASTROPUB

LOCAL
FOOD AND BEER

Tasty and fun food made with fresh and local Icelandic ingredients.

We o�er a unique selection of Icelandic beer – 20 bottled, 10 on draft,
and artisan cocktails to enjoy alongside the food.

Open 11:30–23:30 

Drop by for lunch, late lunch, dinner or drinks in a casual and fun atmosphere.



Art Subterranean Design

Even in Iceland, design is not an is-
land. There is an inherent function 
associated with “design” that al-
lows it to eclipse art without being 
absorbed. Fashions are worn, prod-
ucts are used, buildings are built. 
Design happens within a context. 
But Iceland itself is an island (this 
we know). And no matter how good 
the design is, it needs its context in 
order to be presented, to become 
the full realization of itself. Like a 
fresh graduate backpacking their 
way through Europe. 
 The Icelandic Design Centre 
was created to support new vi-
sions, promote current designs, 
and push Icelandic design through 
process to product. With events 
like the Icelandic Design Awards, 
showcases like DesignMarch, and 
grants like the Design Fund, the 
Centre works to promote Icelan-
dic designers in a practical and 
knowledgeable way. They create 
a context. Ólöf Rut is a project 
manager at the Centre. We caught 
up with her to discuss what she 
thinks are the noteworthy design 
projects that emerged in 2016. 
 Immediately she offered two 
projects: 1+1+1, a furniture design 
collaboration between three dis-
tinct studios, and Ari Jónsson’s 
red-algae water bottle. The proj-
ects exemplify the major themes in 
Icelandic design this year: process 
and environment, respectively. 
 1+1+1 is a collaborative project 
between designers from Iceland, 
Sweden and Finland. The concept 
is based on the paper game where 
each person draws one piece of a 

creature then folds the paper over, 
while the next player adds their 
own parts. The studio took that 
idea and applied it to furniture de-
sign, each designer creating one 
part of the product without knowl-
edge of the other two designs. In 
2015 they began with floor lamps 
and have since expanded to in-
clude the cabinet, the mirror and 
the candleholder. 
 “Everybody wants to know 
about Ari’s water bottle, it’s gone 
viral,” Ólöf says. Since present-
ing its prototype at DesignMarch 
this year, Ari’s 100% biodegrad-
able plastic bottle alternative has 
received dozens of write-ups and 
has Ólöf fielding media calls about 
it on the daily. 
 The winner of this year’s Ice-
landic Design Award incorporated 
environmental sustainability into 
one of the most fundamental hu-
man processes: growth. ‘As We 
Grow’ is a line of children’s cloth-
ing that grows with the child, last-
ing generations and cutting back 
on the constant desire to purchase 
new clothes. “They won the award 
because their process was focused 
on environmental values, and be-
cause they have been able to estab-
lish themselves in markets both 
local and abroad,” Ólöf says. 
 Gagarín is an experience design 
team that focuses on interactive 
media designs. This year, for the 
50th anniversary of Landsvirkjun, 
the National Power Company of 
Iceland, Gagarín was hired to in-
stall an interactive exhibition at 
Ljósafossstöð, one of Iceland’s old-

est hydroelectric stations. Their ex-
hibit is an exploration of electricity, 
inviting and informative for visi-
tors of the countryside destination. 
 In the fashion world Ólöf men-
tions Kiosk, a friendly Laugavegur 
co-op shop owned and operated by 
eight Icelandic designers, includ-
ing Hildur Yeoman who received 
attention this year for her ‘Tran-
scendence’ line and exhibition. 
Katrín Alda also got a shout-out 
for her shoe line ‘Kalda’, which 
turned up in all sorts of corners 
in the international fashion me-
dia. “It is so funny to see a picture 
of this Icelandic shoe design next 
to an image of Britney Spears and 
Justin Timberlake,” Ólöf says, re-
ferring to a shout out from Sun-
day Times Style which pictured 
the Kalda denim-on-denim-on-
denim mule. 
 At Hafnarborg an exhibition 
called ‘Experiment—Clay and 
More’ caught Ólöf’s attention. 
The exhibition is a collection of 
clay works from participants in 
all different fields of visual arts. 
Sigrún Norðdahl’s ‘Sickle’ at-
tempted to apply high-tech ma-
terials to typically one-time-use 
objects. Theodora Alfredsdóttir’s 
‘Subterranean Formation’ cre-
ated a “research led investigation,” 
firing clay in the ground without 
any prior mold and allowing the 
medium to create its own shape. 
The clay was then excavated with 
the same processes as an archeo-
logical dig to reveal the object’s ap-
pearance. Like the Icelandic Design 
scene, the object both works with 
and is worked by its surroundings. 
Thanks Ólöf, for the dig.

     SHARE:   gpv.is/tst01
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The 
Shape 
Of 
Things

2016 In Icelandic Design
Words PARKER YAMASAKI      Photo  ART BICNICK

 One museum
Three locations

Hafnarhús
 Kjarvalsstaðir
 Ásmundarsafn

Open daily
 More information 
at artmuseum.is

i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16
101 Reykjavík
info@i8.is

t: +354 551 3666
www.i8.is

ELÍN 
HANSDÓTTIR
SIMULACRA
15 December 2016 - 4 February 2017

Open 11:30-22:00

saegreif inn. is

Geirsgata 8  •  101 Reykjavík  •  Tel. 553 1500  •  seabaron8@gmail.com

An absolute 
   must-try!

Saegreifinn restaurant (Sea Baron) is like none other 
in Iceland; a world famous lobster soup and a diverse 
fish selection.



How to use the listings: 

Events are listed alphabetically by 
venue. For complete listings and 
detailed information on venues visit 
grapevine.is/happening. Send your 
listings to: listings@grapevine.is

Opening

ART67
Exhibit by Sigríður Oddný Jónsdóttir
Sigríður, also known as Sjoddý, is exhibit-
ing her paintings.
Opens on January 7
Runs until January 31

Ásmundarsafn
Guided Tour: Art, Processing and Algo-
rithm
January 19th 20:00

Berg Contemporary
“Drawing Spatially” by Monika Grzymala
The German based artist exhibits her 
structures through space by drawings and 
tape. 
Opens January 14
Runs until February 25

Hafnarborg
Exhibit by Steingrímur Eyfjörð
Steingrímur Eyfjörd presents his perspec-
tive on gender through a selection of 
artwork.
Opens on January 21
Runs until March 19

Hafnarborg
“Rose” by Sigga Björg
Artist Sigga Björg creates an installation 
based around monsters and strange 
creatures using drawings, animated videos 
and sculptures.
Opens on January 21
Runs until March 19

Hitt Húsið
“EUNOIA” by Lorena Sendic Silvera
A photographer and graphic designer 
from Germany is exhibiting her photo-
graphs all taken here in Iceland.
Opens January 7
Runs until January 21

Kópavogur Art Museum
“Normality is the new avant-garde” 
A show on the extraordinary ordinary in 
contemporary Icelandic art. 
Opens January 13
Runs until March 5

Mengi
Anna Kolfinna Kuran / Woman Landscape 
The New York based artist explores the 
catcalling culture and objectification of 
women's body through series of photos, 
video work, texts and a performance. 
January 6th 

Museum of Photography
Influentials – Exhibition talk
Photographers discuss chosen works from 
the exhibition "PORTRAITS by Hasselblad 
Award Winners" in relation to their own 
work.
January 14th 14:00

SÍM Gallery 
“Traces” by Jelena Antic 
The Serbian artist exhibits abstract expres-
sionism and abstract minimalism through 
her paintings. The main idea of this exhibi-
tion is the displacement of attention off 
the subject/figure.
Opens January 5
Runs until January 24

Weather and Wind Window Gallery 
“Three Part Performance Series: The Pres-
ence; The Oracle, The Consultant and The 
Masseuse” 

A series of three performances by artists 
livestreamed as well in Reykjavík and 
abroad.
Opens January 7
Runs until February 26

Ongoing

Árbær Culture House
‘The Power of Colors’
Runs until January 31, 2017

Árbær Open Air Musem
Daily guided tours from 13:00 to 14:00 
through its open air exhibits.
On permanent view. 

Ásgrímur Jónnson Collection
‘Frightening Nature’
Runs until May 7, 2017

Einar Jónsson Museum 
The museum contains close to 300 art-
works including a beautiful garden with 26 
bronze casts of the artist’s sculptures.
On permanent view

Hafnarborg 
‘The Building as A Being and the City as a 
Platform of Our Lives’
Artist Egill Sæbjörnsson addresses city 
planning and the importance of magic in 
our environment in a new installation in 
Hafnarborg.
Runs Until January 15, 2017

Hönnunarsafn Íslands
‘On Paper’
A collection of sketches by designers and 
artists of packaging, advertisements, book 
covers and of furniture from the 1920s to 
the 1960s.
Runs until March 5, 2017

Hverfísgallerí
‘Completed Randomness’ by Hildur 
Bjarnadótti
In this exhibit, Hildur mixes woven 
paintings and dyed silk works to create 
an environment that questions the act of 
agency and systematic action.
Runs until January 14, 2017

Listhús Ófeigs
“Náttúra” by Anna María Pitt
Silversmith Anna María Pitt presents her 
first exhibition ever—a line of hand-
wrought jewelry. 
Runs until January 11

Museum of Design and Applied Art
‘KEEPERS’
This exhibition focuses on the question of 
how we decide which objects are worth 
keeping. 
Runs until June 4, 2017.

National Gallery of Iceland
‘Joan Jonas Reanimation Detail, 
2010/2012’
Runs until January 22, 2017 

National Gallery of Iceland
Valtýr Pétursson
An exhibition focusing on Valtýr Pétursson 
- a pioneer of Icelandic abstract art, and his  
rich artistic career.
Runs until February 12, 2017

Nordic House
‘Century of the Child’
An exhibition of Nordic design for 
children from 1900 to the present day. 
Runs until February 27, 2017.

Reykjavík Art Museum - Hafnarhús
‘One More Story’
A collection of works by Yoko Ono 
expressing feminism, peace, and collective 
activism. 
Runs until February 5, 2017

Reykjavík Art Museum - Hafnarhús
‘Arising - A Call’
A call to women to submit an anonymous 
photograph of their eyes along with a 
narrative of how they have been harmed in 
some way. 
Runs until February 5, 2017

Reykjavík Art Museum - Hafnarhús
‘War and Peace’
Provocative new exhibition of Icelandic 
pop-political artist Erró. 
Runs until January 22, 2017

If Some Flowers Are In A 
Gallery... Are They Really Tho? 

Elín Hansdóttir’s ‘Simulacrum’ bends reality 
i8 | Tryggvagata 16 | Dec 15 - Feb 4 | 11:00-17:00 | Free

The ever-reliable i8 gallery plays host to one of Iceland’s most 
interesting contemporary artists, Elín Hansdóttir, through-
out January and until February 4. She’s ostensibly a sculptor, 
but this show is a simulated sculptural installation, consist-
ing of wall-based photographs of a large bunch of deteriorat-
ing flowers hanging in midair, shedding their petals over a 
square plinth and the gallery floor. To complicate matters 
further, they’re hanging in the exact space that the gallery’s 
solid-looking central pillar occupies. Elín employed a vari-
ety of painstaking old-school effects techniques to create, 
photograph, and then disassemble the installation, creating 
a subtle illusion that warps your perception of the space with 
ingenious sleight of hand. JR
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Suðurgata 41  
101 Reykjavík  
www.thjodminjasafn.is 
tel +354 530 22 00

Hverfisgata 15  
101 Reykjavík  
www.safnahusid.is 
tel +354 530 22  10

National Museum of Iceland  

The country’s largest 
museum of cultural  
history from settlement  
to present day.

The Culture House  

Manuscripts, fine art, natural 
specimens, curiosities and 
archeaological findings form 
the exhibition Points of View.

 National 
Museum of
 Iceland   

  The  
Culture    
House 

The exhibitions, shops and cafés are open daily 10 - 17 Closed on Mondays 16/9 – 30/4
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NORMALITY 
IS THE NEW 
AVANT-GARDE 
13.01. – 05.03.17 

Listamenn Artists 
Anna Hrund Másdóttir Arna Óttarsdóttir  
Arnfinnur Amazeen Emma Heiðarsdóttir  
Finnur Arnar Arnarson G.Erla - Guðrún Erla Geirsdóttir  
Guðrún Hrönn Ragnarsdóttir Loji Höskuldsson  
Sólveig Aðalsteinsdóttir Sveinn Fannar Jóhannsson 
Þorvaldur Þorsteinsson

Sýningarstjóri Curator
Heiðar Kári Rannversson
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At DesignMarch 2016, Ágústa 
and Elísabet Karlsdóttir—who 
together make up the powerful 
design team ALVARA—present-
ed a jewelry line called Silfra. In 
December they launched their 
second collaborative project, the 
clothing line USELESS. We asked 
Ágústa about her recent work and 
working as a designer in Iceland.
 
When did you start designing?
I took my first steps in design 
when I started studying Product De-
sign at the Iceland Academy of the 
Arts. I graduated in 2014 but went 
on to studying goldsmithery at the 
Technical College. I wanted to gain a 
more hands-on material knowledge. 
I used to work on a variety of proj-
ects while studying but these last few 
months have been the first in a long 
time where I’ve not had to juggle de-
sign work and studies.
 
What is your creative process?
My process usual ly revolves 
around some kind of a story, 
which varies between projects. 
I usually focus on the materials 
first. If the material has an inter-
esting story, for example because 
of its origin, the outcome tends 
to be good, even better so if the 
material has some kind of a prob-
lem, which I find often to be an 
opportunity.

 Researching and experiment-
ing is also a huge part of the pro-
cess. I believe that approaching 
something from a different view-
point is the best way to create 
something new. When materials 
or objects are put into a new con-
text it can often look strange to 
practical people at first since they 
are not used to seeing these things 
in a new setting, but unusual pos-
sibilities and strange outcomes 
are precisely what makes design 
interesting to me.
  I believe in embracing the 
strange. Sometimes I want to do 
something fun and playful be-
cause then there are absolutely 
no rules but other times I want 
to be practical and make up rules 
for myself, which I use as guide-
lines for the design. It all depends 
on the nature of the project and 
where the story guides me.
 
What inspires you?
I get inspiration from all over the 
place. There are so many things 
that capture my attention. It can 
be some sort of material, an in-
teresting place, a good story or a 
certain shape or texture.
 
What is your favorite artwork, by 
you and/or another artist?
Shit, that’s a difficult question. 
I like too many things to be able 

to choose a favorite. I guess my 
favorite project of my own right 
now is my most recent one, USE-
LESS, a reindeer clothing and ac-
cessories line I did in a collabora-
tion with my partner at ALVARA, 
Elísabet Karlsdóttir.
 
How is it being a designer in Ice-
land?
It’s a relatively young field in Ice-
land, a grassroots movement in a 
way, which is fun to be a part of.
 
What do you wish to achieve 
through your work?
A redefinition of modern values. 
I want to make people think. 
Where the design comes from and 
why it is made is my focus instead 
of solely producing commercial 
merchandise.
 
What are your future plans?
Producing the jewelry line Silfra, 
that I collaborated on with Elísa-
bet at ALVARA last DesignMarch. 
We received a grant from the Ice-
land Design Centre and therefore 
have been developing the line a 
lot, which I am very excited for. I 
will also be producing the USE-
LESS clothing line so 2017 is going 
to be one busy year.

     SHARE:  gpv.is/att01

Artist Talk:  
Ágústa Sveinsdóttir

Designer
Words HREFNA BJÖRG GYLFADÓTTIR

I C E L A N D I C  R E S T A U R A N T  &  B A R
Tasty  tapas  and dr inks  by  the  o ld  harbour
T a b l e  r e s e r v a t i o n s :  + 3 5 4  5 1 7  1 8 0 0  -   w w w . f o r r e t t a b a r i n n . i s

Certificate of Excellence 
————  2016  ————
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Pieces Of Sky, Pairs Of Eyes
Last chance to see Yoko Ono at Hafnarhúsið
Reykjavík Art Museum Hafnarhús | Tryggvagata 17 | Oct 7 - Feb 5 | 10.00-17:00

Yoko Ono is a titan of conceptual art, having been one of the few women to participate in the 
Fluxus movement of the 1960s. In the intervening decades, she has moved through pretty 
much every branch and discipline of art practise, often actively dismantling the boundaries 
between them whilst inviting audience members to be active participants in both creating and 
interpreting each piece. Her large exhibition at Hafnarhús features many works that viewers 
can take part in, whether adding marks to a canvas initiated by Yoko at the opening, or punch-
ing a hole through another, or taking away “Imagine Peace” badges and jigsaw pieces printed 
with fragments of the blue sky. Leave a good couple of hours to appreciate this broad, generous 
presentation to the full. JR

Reykjavík City Museum
‘Settlement Sagas: Accounts from 
Manuscripts’
This exhibition has rarely seen 
manuscripts that tell the history of the 
settlement of Reykjavík.
On permanent view

Reykjavík Maritime Museum
'The Coast Guard Vessel Óðinn' 
This vessel sailed through all three Cod 
Wars and has also served as a rescue ship 
to more than 200 ships. 
On permanent view

Reykjavík Maritime Museum
'From Poverty to Abundance' 
Photos documenting Icelandic fishermen 
at the turn of the 20th century.
On permanent view

Reykjavík Maritime Museum
'The History of Sailing'
Iceland’s maritime history that showcases 
the growth of the Reykjavík Harbour.
On permanent view

Reykjavík Maritime Museum
'Seawomen - the fishing women of Ice-
land, past and present'
On permanent view

The Reykjavík Museum of 
Photography

'Portraits' 
A collection of portraits by taken by eight 
Hasselblad Award Winners.
Runs until January 15, 2017

Reykjavík Museum Of Photography
“Point North” by Simone Darcy
What is motherhood? How does one 
experience birth? In this exhibit, Darcy 
explores both the beauty and sadness of 
this emotional experience. 
Runs until January 24, 2017

The Culture House
'Points of View' 
Guests are taken on a journey through 
the Icelandic visual world of past and 
present.
On permanent view.

The Icelandic Phallological Museum 
More than 215 penises and penile parts 
belonging to land and sea mammals of 
Iceland. 
On permanent view

The National Gallery
'Vasulka Chamber' 
Steina and Woody Vasulka are some of 
the pioneers in multimedia and video art, 
and have a show at the National Gallery. 
On permanent view

The National Museum of Iceland
 'The Making of A Nation' 
This exhibition is intended to provide 
insight into the history of the Icelandic 
nation from Settlement to the present day.
On permanent view

Volcano House
The exhibition gives a brief overview of 
Iceland’s magnificent nature. 
On permanent view

Your Airport Transfer

Book now at 
airportexpress.is

Contact information:

Tel. +354 540 1313 | iceland@grayline.is | airportexpress.is 
2006-035

Departures from Kefl avík Int. Airport are in 
connection with all arriving passengers fl ights.

F
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Event Listings

How to use the listings:

Venues are listed by day. For 
complete listings and detailed 
information on venues visit 
grapevine.is/happening. Send your 
listings to: listings@grapevine.is

Friday January 7

Vinyasa Flow 
11:00 Skúlagata 30

Saturday January 8

Yoga class 
12:00  Loft
Kids Yoga 
13:00 KEX Hostel

Sunday January 9

Open Mic Standup Comedy 
21:00 Gaukurinn   

Monday January 10

Green Screen: Greedy Lying Bastards 
18:30 Reykjavík City Hostel
Vinyasa Flow 
17:30 Skúlagata 30

Wednesday January 12

Vape night 
21:00 Gaukurinn
Vinyasa Flow 
17:30 Skúlagata 30
World Men's Handball Championship 
- Live: Iceland v Spain
19:45 KEX Hostel

Saturday January 14

Vinyasa Flow 
11:00 Skúlagata 30
World Men's Handball Championship 
- Live: Iceland v Slovenia 
17:00 KEX Hostel

Sunday January 15

Afternoon of the Sonata
15:15 Nordic House
Yoga class 
12:00  Loft
Homey Sunday 
13:00 KEX Hostel
World Men's Handball Championship 
- Live: Iceland v Tunisia 
13:45 KEX Hostel

Monday January 16

Open Mic Standup Comedy 
21:00 Gaukurinn   

Tuesday January 17

Karaoke night
 22:00 Gaukurinn
Green Screen: Chasing Ice 
18:30 Reykjavík City Hostel
Author Evening: Lars Saabye 
Christensen 
19:30 Nordic House
Vinyasa Flow 
17:30 Skúlagata 30

Wednesday January 18

Green to Scale: Seminar on new 
Nordic Climate Solutions TIME 
Nordic House
Water colouring (all materials & 
teacher provided) 
20:00 Loft
Pub Quiz 
21:00 Stofan

Thursday January 19

Nick Jameson, Jackson Howard 
21:00 Gaukurinn
Vinyasa Flow 
17:30 Skúlagata 30
Crystal Lubrikunt drag show 
20:00 Loft
Eric de Luca with students and 
faculty from the Iceland Arts 
Academy 
21:00 Mengi

Friday January 20

Drag-Súgur queer variety show
21:00 Gaukurinn

Saturday January 21

Vinyasa Flow 
11:00 Skúlagata 30

Sunday January 22

Yoga class 
12:00  Loft
Poetry & performance night 
21:00 Loft
Hangover cinema 
20:00 Prikið
Homey Sunday 
13:00 KEX Hostel

Monday January 23

Open Mic Standup Comedy 
21:00 Gaukurinn

Tuesday January 24

Karaoke night 
22:00 Gaukurinn
Green Screen: Time to Choose 
18:30 Reykjavík City Hostel
Vinyasa Flow 
17:30 Skúlagata 30

Thursday January 26

Vinyasa Flow 
17:30 Skúlagata 30
Stone Brewing Launch 
17:00 KEX Hostel Gym & Tonic
Stone Brewing Launch 
20:00 Mikkeller & Friends 

Saturday January 28

Vinyasa Flow 
11:00 Skúlagata 30

Sunday January 29

Yoga class 
12:00  Loft
Hangover cinema 
20:00 Prikið
Homey Sunday 
13:00 KEX Hostel

Monday January 30

Open Mic Standup Comedy 
21:00 Gaukurinn   
Iceland Arts Academy Experimental 
Night 
20:00 Mengi

Tuesday January 31

Swap til you drop 
16:30 Loft
Vinyasa Flow 
17:30 Skúlagata 30

Thursday February 2

Vinyasa Flow 
17:30 Skúlagata 30
Variety Show 
21:00 Gaukurinn
French Short Movie Festival 
12:00 Háskólabíó 
Reykjavík Winter Lights Festival 
12:00 Reykjavík

Friday February 3

Museum night - Winter Lights 
Festival 
18:00-23:00 Reykjavik

F-F-Formidable
“FFF” French Movie Festival
January 28 - February 10 | Háskólabíó & Smárabíó | Admission: 3900 ISK for five films

Organised by the French Embassy in Iceland and Green Light Films, the 16th French Film Festi-
val (FFF) is here. There’ll be ten brand-new movies on show, part of an international travelling 
series that draws around 10,000 visitors each year. You can get a five-film ticket for 3900 ISK and 
take your pick from a programme of eleven different films. All films are subtitled in English, 
except for the children’s cartoon which will run Icelandic subtitles. JP

Events 

Book online:
elding.is    elding@elding.is    +(354) 519 5000

Winter Whale & Dolphin Watching 
from Reykjavík 
Departures in December: Every day at 1pm

Northern Lights Cruise 
from Reykjavík 
Departures in December: Every night at 9pm

Northern Lights Cruise 
from Akureyri
Departures in December: Thu & Fri at 9pm

Winter Whale Watching 
from Akureyri
Departures in December: Thu & Fri at 11am and Sat at 1pm



A GUIDE THAT 

FUCKS YOU UP

A list of 

Every  
Happy 
Hour 

in 101 Reykjavík

Featured Happy Hour

Sæta Svínið
Hafnarstræti 1-3

A relative newcomer to Reykjavík’s bar and restaurant scene, Sæta Svínið has neverthe-
less become a firm favourite with locals and tourists alike. The atmosphere is, dare we say, 
“gastropubby,” with an English pub atmosphere on the ground floor. Upstairs is more of a 
sit-down, table service type affair. But whether you’re eating there or not, you can get a large 
beer for 595 ISK or a house wine for 695 ISK between 3pm and 6pm, and half-price cocktails 
from 22:00 till midnight on Fridays, making it the perfect place for a civilised start to your trail 
of destruction through 101. Score! 

American Bar

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK.

Apótek

Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK, 
Wine 745 ISK.

B5

Every day from 
17:00 to 20:00. 
2-for-1: 
Beer 1,200 ISK, 
Wine 1,200 ISK, 
Cocktails 1,100 ISK.

Bar 7

Every day from 
16:00 to 21:00. 
Beer 400 ISK, 
Shot 450 ISK.

Bar 11

Thursday to Satur-
day from 21:00 to 
01:00. 
Beer 500 ISK,
Shot 450 ISK.

Bazaar

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK,
Selected cocktails 
1,500 ISK.

Barber Bar

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK,
Selected cocktails 
1,500 ISK.

Beer Garden

Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 650 ISK,
Wine 850 ISK,
50% off cocktails. 

Bjarni Fel

Sun-Thu from 
21:00 to 23:00. 
2-for-1: 
Beer 1,190 ISK. 

Boston

Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.  
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK.

Bravó

Every day from 
11:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 850 ISK. 

Bryggjan Brugghús

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK. 

Bus Hostel

Every day from 
17:00 to 21:00. 
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK.

Den Danske Kro

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
2-for-1: 
Beer 1,200 ISK, 
Wine 1,200 ISK.

Dillon

Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00. 
2-for-1: 
Beer 1,100 ISK,
Wine 1,400 ISK;
Whiskey 550 ISK.

Dúfnhólar 10

Every day from 
17:00 to 22:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK.

English Pub

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK.

Frederiksen Ale 
House

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00, 
Sat-Sun from 22:00 
to 00:00.
2-for-1: 
Beer 900 ISK, 
Wine 1,150 ISK.

Forréttabarinn

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK.

Gaukurinn

Every day from 
14:00 to 21:00 
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK, 
Shots 750 ISK.

Hilton Hotel Bar

Every day from 
17:00 to 19:00. 
50% off all drinks: 
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 675 ISK.

Hlemmur Square

Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK,
Selected cocktails 
1,200 ISK.

Hótel Natura

Sat-Thu from 16:00 
to 18:00, Friday 
from 14:00 to 
18:00. 50% off all 
drinks:
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK, 
Selected cocktails 
1,600 ISK.

Hótel Plaza Bar

Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK.

Hraðlestin

Mon-Fri from 14:00 
to 18:00. 
Small beer 590 ISK, 
Wine 590 ISK.

Hressó

Every day 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 750 ISK
Wine 850 ISK.

Húrra

Mon-Sat from 
18:00 to 21:00, 
Sunday from 19:00 
to 21:00. 
Beer 800 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK.

Íslenski Barinn 

Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK.

Iða Zimsen

Every day from 
19:00 to 22:00. 
Beer 495 ISK.

Ísafold Restaurant 

Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK.

Jörgensen Kitchen 
& Bar 

Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK.

Kaffibarinn

Every day from 
15:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 650 ISK.

Kaffi Vinyl

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK.

Kaldi Bar

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK. 

Kiki Queer Bar

Thursday from 
21:00 to 01:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, 
Shots 500 ISK.

Kitchen & Wine 
Bar at 101 Hotel

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK.

Klaustur Bar

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 800 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK.

Kryddlegin Hjörtu

All day long. 
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 1,090 ISK. 

Lebowski Bar

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
2-for-1: 
Beer 1,200 ISK,
Wine 1,200 ISK.

Loft Hostel Bar

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.  
Beer 750 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 1,600 ISK.

Matarkjallarinn

Mon-Fri from 
15:00 to 17:00.  
Small beer 550 ISK, 
Beer 750 ISK, 
Wine 650 ISK,
Selected cocktails 
1,100 ISK.

MarBar

Every day from 
18:00 to 21:00. 
Small beer 550 ISK, 
Cocktail 1,200 ISK.

Meze

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 790 ISK.

Mímisbar

Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK,
Selected cocktails 
1,100 ISK.

Ölsmiðjan

Every day from 
16:00 to 01:00. 
Small beer 490 ISK, 
Wine 990 ISK,
Shot 990 ISK.

Pablo Discobar

Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00 
Beer 495 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK,
Cocktail 750 ISK.

Petersen Svítan í 
Gambla Bíó

Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 1,000 ISK.

Prikið

Mon-Fri from 
16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 600 ISK.

Public House

Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 575 ISK, 
Wine 745 ISK.

Reykjavík Chips

Mon-Fri from 
20:00 to 22:00. 
2 beers and fries 
2,000 ISK. 

Red Chili

Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 650 ISK.

Roadhouse

Every Friday and 
Saturday from 
21:30 to 23:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, 

Wine 650 ISK.

Sæta Svínið

Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 595 ISK, 
Wine 695 ISK.

SKY Restaurant & Bar  

Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK.

Skuggi Bar

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK.

Slippbarinn

Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK, 
Selected cocktails 
1,200 ISK.

Stúdentakjallarinn

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 550 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK.

Sushisamba 

Every day from 
17:00 to 18:30. 
Beer 645 ISK, 
Wine 745 ISK.

Tacobarinn

Mon-Sat from 

16:00 to 19:00,
Fri-Sat from 22:30 
to 01:00.
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK.

Uno

Every day from 
17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK.

Uppsalir

Every day from 
17:00 to 19:00. 
2-for-1: 
Beer 1,000 ISK, 
Wine 1,350 ISK.

Vegamót

Fri-Sat from 22:00 
to 00:00.
Beer 750 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK.

Verbúð 11 Lobster 
& Stuff

Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK,
Selected cocktails 
1,400 ISK,
G&T 735 ISK.

Ölstofan

Every day from 
15:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 750 ISK, 
Wine 890 ISK, 

Download the  
FREE Grapevine 
Appy Hour app!

Every happy hour 
in town in your 

pocket. 
Available in the App 

Store and on the 
Android Play Store.

Laugavegur 24 | #publichouse101
publichouse.is

THE
COOLEST 
GASTROPUB 
IN TOWN
Kitchen open
until 23

V E L T U S U N D I  1 ,  A T  I N G Ó L F S T O R G  •  T E L :  5 5 2  7 3 3 3  •  W W W . B U R R O . I S  •  B U R R O @ B U R R O . I S

V E L T U S U N D I  1 ,  A T  I N G Ó L F S T O R G  •  T E L .  5 5 2  7 3 3 3  •  W W W . B U R R O . I S  •  P A B L O @ D I S C O B A R . I S

B U R R O
M O D E R N  L A T I N  T A P A S

B E S T  C O C K T A I L  B A R  I N  I C E L A N D
H A P P Y  H O U R  E V E R Y  D A Y  1 6 – 1 8



Every time I see tourists shopping 
for basic food staples at high-end 
grocery stores—including, but not 
limited to, loading up on litres of 
bottled water—I feel a pang of 
sympathy and pity. Sympathy, be-
cause I, too, once didn’t know the 
difference between buying food 
from 10/11 and Bónus. And pity, 
because it’s so easy to avoid burn-
ing your money to this degree. 
So as a public service to you, we 
at Grapevine have compiled this 
short list of ways and means to 
eat for a lot less than you might’ve 
thought.

1. Know where to shop. 
This is key to everything else. 
The 10/11 on Austurstræti might 
be very conveniently located, and 
that location is open round the 
clock, but the markup is ridicu-
lous. You’re much better off go-
ing to Bónus—the yellow-themed 
grocery store with a weird black-
eyed pig mascot—which has more 
food for a whole lot less. Check out 
bonus.is for a list of locations and 
operating hours near you.

2. DO NOT buy  
bottled water. 

This is arguably the biggest scam 
aimed at tourists. I know you may 
come from a country where nearby 
roadwork will shake the rust loose 
in the pipes and give you spigot-
fuls of brown water, but in Ice-
land, the tap water is literally the 
same quality as the bottled water. 
This has been proven, over and 
over, by every environmental and 
water quality measure taken. Save 
a plastic bottle, and drink water 
from the tap. It’s the same water, 
and you’ll save some money.

3. Don’t be afraid  
of organs. 
Not one for the vegetarians, this, 
but lamb hearts, kidneys and liv-
ers are in season again. Yum! And 
fortunately for you, a pervading 
bourgeois snobbery means most 
Icelanders look down on this food, 
making it super cheap. Lamb 
hearts are particularly succulent, 
and at a couple hundred krónur 
for a pack of three or four, you’ll 
be feeding yourself for days on less 
than a bill.

4. Keep your eyes 
peeled for Euro  
Shopper anything. 
Our European readers probably 
don’t need to be told this, but if 
you hail from North America, 
Euro Shopper is a massive, conti-
nent-wide generic foods wholesal-
er. They have the off-brand equiv-
alent of pretty much any variety 
of basic food there is. In some 
instances, they can even surprise 
you: for example, the Euro Shop-
per nacho chips are comprised 
solely of corn flour, oil, salt, and 
nothing more. Not too shabby for 
generic food!

5. Think before you 
dine out. 
If you have the luxury of going 
out to a restaurant, don’t let that 
mean that you have money to 
burn. Do some comparative se-
lecting between different itera-
tions of the same kind of restau-
rant before picking a place. On the 
positive side, you probably won’t 
have to worry about waiting staff 
upselling you—servers get paid a 
living wage in Iceland, and don’t 
work for tips. Although, nobody 
will stop you from leaving money 
on the table.

     SHARE:  gpv.is/nt01
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How to feed yourself and 
survive in Reykjavík

Food

Cheap Eats

B E S T   T H A I  F O O D  2 0 1 6
also : 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015

BanThai
R E S T A U R A N T

w  w  w  .  b  a  n  t  h  a  i  .  i  s

T O P   T E N 
BEST RESTAURANTS IN ICELAND

DV. 17.07.11

 L a u g a v e g u r   1 3 0,  v i ð  H l e m m  Tel : + 354 - 55-22-444,  +354 - 692 - 0564

FOOD IS MADE FRESH FROM SCRATCH, 

PAN–FRIED FISH 

FISH STEW  
Onion, garlic, potatoes, celery, lime,

white wine, cream and butter 
1.850 isk 

PLAICE  
Tomatoes, capers, parsley,  

lemon and butter
2.100 isk

ARCTIC CHAR  
Honey, almonds, cherry tomatoes,

lemon and butter
2.100 isk

salmon (lactose–free)  
Parsley root, broccoli, cashew nuts,

coconut oil, chili and lemon
2.100 isk

Our pan–fried fish is always
served with butter–fried

Icelandic potatoes & fresh salad

desserts

DATE CAKE
Walnuts, coconut,

cream cheese coffee cream,
blueberries and whipped cream

1.400 isk

any
pans
for

lunch?

lækjargata 6b, 101 rvk · 546 0095 · messinn@messinn.com
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Find the best food in Iceland!
Download our free dining app, 
CRAVING on the Apple and Android 
stores

It's technically langoustine, not 
lobster, but Langoustine & Stuff 
doesn't sound right. It misses the 
fricative assonance of "ster" and 
"stuff." That's the type of linguis-
tic gymnastics marketing word-
smiths simply die for—and, if 
their product is a living creature, 
it's what they kill for too. Lan-
goustine is the Kim Kardashian 
of expensive sea arthropods, de-
sirable mostly for its posterior 
and being freakishly small. Un-
like Kim Kardashian, however, 
langoustine is small because of 
its habitat, the cold waters of the 
North Atlantic. Also, langoustine 
has a small or relatively normal-
sized head. All this aside, when 
lobster is mentioned, know in 
your heart of hearts we are talk-
ing about langoustine.
 For starters, the Grapevine 
dinner crew tried the Taste Of 
Lobster spread with lobster tem-
pura, spring rolls, mini burgers 
and lobster soup (3590 ISK). We 
also tried the beef carpaccio with 
lobster, which is topped with 
crispy leeks, melon and truffle 
mayo (3190 ISK). Lobster is typi-
cally paired with champagne, or 
more reasonably, prosecco. What 
gives Lobster & Stuff a more re-
laxed feel is the Italian lager, Pero-
ni, they have on tap. It's light, bub-
bly and lasts long enough to enjoy 
your starter and main course.

 Before the main courses ar-
rive, we take time to look around. 
This restaurant is in a great lo-
cation on the harbour and our 
server took us upstairs to the 
80s-themed bar to give us a feel 
for the whole establishment. It's 
all glamour and bench seating. It's 
the type of place you go for a drink 
after work or take a friend to mull 
over your amazing new start-up 
idea. Downstairs, where we were 
seated, it's a nice combination of 
cozy, elegant and the good kind 
of rustic, without the feeling of 
dusty bookshelves and ancient so-
fas closing in on you. The space is 
warm and welcoming, with flick-
ering candlelight, large windows, 
thick crafted wooden tables, and, 
hey, even lobster trap chandeliers.
 Purists will love the 200 gram 
grilled lobster with coleslaw, 
crispy small potatoes and gar-
lic mayo (6990 ISK). It's the only 
test Lobster & Stuff has to pass. 
Can they make lobster (again, 
langoustine)? The answer is yes. 
The tail meat pulls easily out of 
its shell and is not overcooked and 
shredding. It's exactly what you 
were thinking when you ordered 
it, simple and delicious.
 The lobster sandwich in bri-
oche bread (4690 ISK) is their 
take on the lobster roll. It's lobster 
tucked in a roll shaped like a hot 
dog bun, with garlic, guacamole, 

cabbage and oyster mushrooms—
accompanied by dipped potatoes 
and garlic mayo. It's filling, simple 
and safe, but too many toppings. 
You lose the taste of the lobster. 
Avocado traditionally pairs well 
with crab, but the lobster here 
doesn't have the aromatic power 
to contend with guacamole. If it 
were up to us, it would be simpli-
fied down to mostly lobster, but-
ter and regular mayonnaise on a 
toasted bun.
 The Surf and Turf (4980 ISK) 
strays from the usual steak and 
lobster, and instead pairs lobster 
and pork belly with a side of potato 
mousse, roasted fennel, tempura 
corn and mushrooms demi-glace. 
Every part of this meal works sep-
arately, allowing the diner to eat 
slowly piece by piece. Be sure to 
specify if you want your crackling 
to be crispy or not, and remember 
this is a heavy meal. You'll prob-
ably need another Peroni... or a 
few cocktails?
 Most of us were more than full 
after our main course, and in re-
ality, we didn't need the starters. 
The portions are generous with-
out overdoing it. Yet as full as we 
were, it didn't take much convinc-
ing for us all to be huddled around 
an order of créme brulée (1790 
ISK), tapping its torched surface 
with the back of our spoons. Not 
only was it dangerously delicious, 
but it contained Pop Rocks, trans-
porting all of us to simpler times, 
our childhood, when we had our 
whole lives ahead of us.

     SHARE:  gpv.is/ls01
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Despite its well-earned reputa-
tion, Icelandic winter isn’t all 
bad. On a clear day, the short 
days—four or five hours, around 
the solstice—can be beautiful. 
The sun during this perpetual 
gloaming glances off the tops of 
the mountains and the bottoms 
of the clouds, casting long shad-
ows and lighting up the landscape 
with a dusky, ambient glow, from 
soft purple through all shades of 
orange to deep, fleshy pink.

 We set out from Egilsstaðir ea-
ger to make the most of the few 
hours of light. Our destination is 
the far-flung fishing town of Rau-
farhöfn—home to a large-scale 
but little-known artwork called 
The Arctic Henge. The journey 
will take us around a seldom-
used and apparently spectacular 
stretch of Iceland’s northeastern 
coastline.
 Once past the city limits, the 
northbound Ring Road is desert-
ed, and a dusting of snow dances 
over the asphalt as the road carves 
its way through a long valley to 
the ocean. We coast gently into 
the Jökuldalur valley, where the 
Ring Road veers inland towards 
Mývatn. But our path lies east, 
and we turn right to skirt the deep 
Jökla river canyon. Soon, we’re 
racing along the flatlands past a 
wide expanse of black sand criss-

crossed with shining rivulets, 
overlooked by jagged mountains 
that jut up through a blanket of 
sunlit mist. 

Human intruders
At the end of the fjord we find a 
promising hiking trail that leads 
seaward through the marshy 
grass. It soon hits the coast 
and ascends over some cliffs to 
overlook the long black beach 

of Héraðssandur, before ending 
abruptly at a vast green-blue rhy-
olite cliff named Móvíkurflug. 
We stand in the freezing wind 
beneath the shrieking seabirds, 
regarding this remote and spec-
tacular spot. When we turn and 
head back, the incoming tide has 
already wiped away our foot-
prints.
 The road north zigzags steeply 
upwards. The Hellisheiði Eystri 
mountain pass is a precarious and 
improbable route, carved into the 
mountainside in such a way as to 
make us feel like intruders in the 
unrelentingly severe landscape. 
We weave carefully between the 
twin peaks of Heiðarskarð and 
Heiðarhnúkar, crawling along 
near-vertical scree slopes. When 
the descent finally begins, we get 
occasional glimpses of the ocean, 
and the rapidly bruising horizon.

 As we arrive in Vopnafjörður—
the first of three sleepy coastal 
settlements on the way to Rau-
farhöfn—a fierce snowstorm is 
engulfing the town. The locals 
scatter, running home wrapped 
in scarves and hoods. We trundle 
out to the lighthouse, located on a 
short promontory, and the storm 
ends as quickly as it began. The 
sun glows through the storm-
clouds, illuminating the fjord 
with an eerie glow.

The arctic henge
As the daylight fades, we race to-
wards Raufarhöfn, passing the 
dilapidated hamlet of Bakkaf-
jörður and the port town of Þór-
shöfn. We get to Raufarhöfn at 
nightfall and cruise through the 
village determined to glimpse the 
Arctic Henge, which sits on a hill 
overlooking the harbour. 
 The henge was built as an am-
bitious hobby by a recently de-
ceased local who hoped it would 
bring visitors to the area. In its 
current unfinished state it ’s 
made up of four huge pointed 
arches, constructed by leaning 
massive stones against each oth-
er, surrounding a central pyramid 
structure. As darkness falls, the 
moon rises from the glittering 
sea, passing upwards through 
the eastern arch and bathing the 

henge in white light so strong 
it casts shadows on the ground. 
It’s a powerful moment that feels 
laden with significance at this re-
mote and curious site.

Forgotten coast
The next morning, we cruise past 
the henge once more on the way 
out of town. The paving soon 
ends, and we roar over the snowy 
gravel towards a sole spike on the 
horizon. Hraunhafnartangi is a 
tall, well-kept lighthouse, visible 
for miles around, on the north-
ern tip of Iceland’s mainland. We 
stride out onto the peninsula over 
a frozen surface of ropes, bird 
bones and other seaside detritus, 
feeling a welcome sense of space 
and solitude.
 T he onw a rd road pa sses 
through an outback of farmland 
that appears all but uninhabited 
except for occasional tyre tracks 
in the snow and scarecrows that 
f lap disconsolately under the 
wheeling gulls. The road sweeps 
past a lake with an island grave-
yard in its centre, and out into the 
dramatic wash of Öxarfjörður, 
where gnarled lava formations 
give way to a wide bay of icy dunes.
 Ours is the only car that turns 
off to crawl slowly into the vast 

horseshoe-shaped canyon of Ásb-
yrgi. A dense forest sits nestled in 
its crook, where a well-kept walk-
ing path crosses the frigid camp-
ing ground and traces through 
snow-laden trees to a frozen la-
goon at the foot of the canyon 
wall. Large snowflakes start to 
fall as I climb a creaky wooden 
stair and look out at the trees and 
towering cliffs receding to the 
hazy pink horizon. It feels like the 
precise moment of the seasons’ 
change.
 Before a forecasted storm ar-
rives to blot out the roads com-
pletely, there’s time for a final 
stop at Dettifoss. We’re the only 
people crunching up the slippery 
path as the roar increases gradu-
ally, shaking the ground until the 
waterfall is revealed: a thunder-
ing wall of water that tumbles 
into a deep crevice with force, 
sending a fog of spray high into 
the air. The power of the water-
fall is mesmerizing, and its scale 
somehow mind-expanding. I lin-
ger at the brink of the torrent for a 
few moments before finally turn-
ing away, quietly wishing this re-
warding drive into the wilderness 
could go on, and on, and on.

   SHARE & MORE PICTURES: 
       gpv.is/nbn01

Two days 
racing 
nightfall and 
snowstorms 
in a remote 
corner of 
Iceland
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North By
 Northeast

Words JOHN ROGERS     

Photos ART BICNICK

Distance from  
Reykjavík

894  km

Car provided by
europcar.is

Flight provided by
airiceland.is

Accommodation  
provided by nesthouse.is

How to get there
Fly or drive to Egilsstaðir, take 
Route One North, then Route 85
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Heavy clouds hover only dozen 
of metres above the ground, 
confirming the presence of an 
approaching blizzard. I slide my 
fingers over the cool hood of the 
car, carefully tracing invisible 
lines and arches. Adding the last 
circle, I’m done. With a Vegvi-
sir—the magic stave for finding 
one’s way through bad weather—
to guide us, we set out on our 
journey to Iceland’s mysterious 
hotspot of sorcery. 
 The eastern coast of the West-
fjords, known as Strandir, has a 
population of under 1000 people. 
For centuries, this remote region 
has been known for its ties to the 
practise of magic. Driving over 
the quiet hills that guard the way 
to the Westfjords, I feel a strange 
mix of exhilaration and anxiety. 
The serene scenery faces the 
merciless winter winds as if they 
were mere summer breezes, hint-
ing at the land’s ancient power. 
Imagining long-lost secrets and 
chants, we greet Strandir.

Isolated pro-salesmen

The small town of Holmavík is 
home to the Museum of Sorcery 
and Witchcraf t—the perfect 
place to commence our investiga-
tion. Sitting in the warm dining 
room, we enjoy the company of 
its manager, Sigurður Atlason, 
also known as The Sorcerer. 
 With a peculiar woolen hat 
on his head and a cheeky smile 
in his eyes, Sigurður says that 
one possible source of Strandir’s 
reputation, besides its severe and 
longstanding seclusion from the 
world at large, could be the al-

most supernatural bargaining 
skills of its past inhabitants. 
This region’s coast at one time 
had a forest of driftwood to be 
found along its beaches, attract-
ing people from the north, who 
came to barter for it. Most of the 
time, they’d find themselves pay-
ing well above the expected price. 
This was taken as proof that the 

people of Strandir obv iously 
knew spells that made visitors 
give in to these deals. 
 The Westfjords also have a 
dark history of witch trials as 
well, mostly from the 17th centu-
ry. But again, as Sigurður points 
out, they aren’t connected to true 
magic. At the time, accusations 
of witchcraft were used as a po-
litical instrument—a manipula-
tion used to gain more wealth 
and power. 

Magic of hope

One characteristic of Icelandic 
magic is its connection to na-
ture—respecting it, and being 

a part of it. The spells are most-
ly carried out as invocations, 
chants and rituals or drawing 
staves. But reading descriptions 
of some spells, I feel a shiver run 
down my spine. They often in-
volve the use of blood, and in the 
case of the famous “necropants,” 
even skinning a corpse. Look it 
up. Just not while you’re eating.

 But necropants aside, most 
Icelandic spells were quite prac-
tical, mainly helping with daily 
activities like fishing and farm-
ing. As Sigurður puts it, they 
were a way of providing hope for 
a better tomorrow, which was es-
sential to endure the harsh con-
ditions of Iceland’s Middle Ages.
 For better or worse, many 
spells have been lost to the time, 
so practicing Icelandic magic 
nowadays isn’t easy. Nor is it al-
ways safe. Even when refraining 
from blood rituals or ill-meaning 
chants, it’s best to take caution. 
Each stave and chant has its own 
purpose and power, but many of 
the details are lost, and nobody 
has full knowledge of how they 

work. So, if you’re thinking of 
getting a runic tattoo, make 
double sure you’re not getting a 
zombie-making one. 

Freestyle chanting

We part company with the muse-
um’s hospitable master with new 
knowledge in our minds, and a 
weather spell in our pocket. After 
a quick look up at the stormy sky, 
and a quick glance at each other, 
we’re ready for some practice. 
We follow the instructions and 
find a grass hillock, then run 
clockwise and counterclockwise, 
have a freestyle chanting session, 
kick and shout, and order better 
weather. The magic is cast. Gig-
gling and flustered, we retreat to 
the warm car. Two minutes pass, 
and to our great amusement, the 
continuous rain suddenly stops. 
Our day ends in the hot pots 
at Drangsnes, looking over the 
ocean under a clear, star-scat-
tered sky. Beginner’s luck?
 The Sorcerer says that the peo-
ple of Strandir are no different 
to other Icelanders, and that the 
reputation for magic is probably 
just tall tales. But noticing a stave 
medallion around a local knit-
ter’s neck, a magical sign in the 
old restaurant’s bar, the cheeky 
smile on the face of the Sorcerer, 
and the whispering wind of the 
ancient hills and shores: there is, 
without doubt, something magi-
cal about Strandir.

   SHARE & MORE PICTURES: 
 gpv.is/pm01

Practical
Magic
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Exploring Icelandic 
sorcery in Strandir

To look back on 
Grapevine’s year in 
travel, we decided 
to first go the em-
pirical populism 
route, and drew 

up a list of the most clicked, liked 
and read stories we published in 
2016. The first noticeable pattern 
was that our darling readers—you 
guys! Hi!—had a strong interest in 
Iceland’s smaller towns. A photo 
gallery of Iceland’s “second city” 
of Akureyri was the single most-
read piece at grapevine.is, followed 
closely by articles from the “drive-
through towns” series, which in-
cluded Borganes, Akranes, and 
Hafnarfjörður. It’s a nice reminder 
that off-the-beaten-track towns 
have a lot to offer. And you won’t 
find out their secrets on TripAd-
visor—you have to go there, ex-
plore, and find them for yourself.

That said, Iceland’s blockbuster at-
tractions also had an understand-
able draw. An account of a trip to 
Katla, the volcano under Myrdal-
sjökull, during a suspected immi-
nent eruption, made the top five. 
The Vatnajökull ice caves did too, 
having gone from being a custom 
trip mainly requested by photogra-
phers to having busloads of tourists 
roll up every day. Our writer said: 
“Inside, we found that surprising, 
unusual blue colour, with the ice 
illuminated by the light from out-
side. We had to crawl on all fours 
to get to the main chamber, where 
we met another group of tourists. 
After a while, they left, leaving us to 
get these shots of the frozen beauty 
of the cave.”

The extreme weather of Iceland 
also holds a particular fascination. 
Whether a step-by-step account of 
the many picturesque stops dot-
ted around the Snæfellsnes pen-
insula and Snæfellsjökull glacier, 
or a gallery documenting a snow-
drenched, wind-whipped road trip 
along the southern coast, the up-
side of the difficult and unrelent-
ing winter conditions is that they 
also create a certain severe beau-
ty. The same was true of articles 
documenting life on the islands 
surrounding Iceland, whether the 
northernmost settlement of Grím-
sey, or the southernmost point of 
Vestmannaeyjar. Find links to all 
these pieces at gpv.is/trips, and stay 
tuned in 2017 for much, much more.

2016       

IN 

TRAVEL

Distance from  
Reykjavík

230  km

Car provided by
gocarrental.is

Accommodation provided by
malarhorn.is



Pre-booking required. Book online at bluelagoon.com
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“Up for some splashes?” I ask. 
The engine is roaring and the 
wind beating at the visors of 
our helmets as we approach a 
deep, icy pool of muddy water 
in the middle of the road. The 
noise and hellish turmoil turns 
my passenger’s answer into a 
muffled whisper. A mischievous 
smile visits my lips. “I’ll take 
that as a yes.”  

 Bugg y Advent ures offer a 
t h r i l l i ng ex p er ience on ly a 
20-minute drive from down-
town Reykjavík. At first, the of-
fer of being strapped into a tiny 
vehicle to willingly spend an 
hour of your life speeding along 
a bumpy and damaged road 
doesn’t sound very enticing. But 
once you sign up: Oh boy, you’re 
in for so much fun.

Gear up
The adventure begins in a large 
hall filled with fierce-looking 
buggies, along with suits and 

helmets that cover the partici-
pants from head to toe. The fi-
nal getup invites worries about 

what lies ahead, as a thick jump-
suit, rubber boots with wool 
socks, two pairs of gloves, a ski 
mask and full helmet may seem 
a bit much for a little car ride. 
But hats off to the organisers, 
because the deliberate prepa-
ration really lets you make the 
most of the drive. 
 To be honest, being quite far 
from a speed-loving-car-crazy 
type of person, I was a bit doubt-
ful about the upcoming buggy 
experience, which sounded like 
a life or death ride with end-
less possibi l it ies for embar-
rassment. But from the moment 
I put my foot on the gas pedal 
and felt how easily the buggy 
followed my demands, and af-
ter witnessing its amazing hill-
climbing and pit-surviving ca-
pabilities, my worries were left 
in the dust.

Aim for the pits
In a thundering convoy, we’re 
led through all sorts of fun and 
spine-tingling awfulness. It ’s 
funny, how at the beginning 
your driver’s instincts urge you 
to meticulously avoid the pud-
dles, pits and rocks. But soon 
comes the revelation—these 
everyday obstacles are the true 
sources of joy. Clench the steer-
ing wheel tightly and let the 
road throw you up and down, 
make the biggest splashes pos-
sible, and cover your partner 
with icy mud—go wild! 

 You shouldn’t completely lose 
your mind, however, as even 
these little magic cars can roll 
over. But they’re equipped with 
roll cages, and the drivers are led 
by experienced guides,  so there’s 
no real danger. And don’t take 
the description “off-road car” too 
literally, as no off-roading is al-
lowed—the tours are eco-friend-
ly and don’t damage nature.

All the senior ladies
One of the owners of Buddy Ad-
ventures, Harpa Groiss, says 
that these tours really are for 
everybody. They’re popular not 
only with tourists but Iceland-
ers as well, enjoyed by families, 
and groups of women, bachelors 
and seniors alike. For those who 
aren’t going for the driving ex-
perience, there’s the chance to 
enjoy scenery. The route is lo-
cated  on the beautiful and char-
acteristically vast fields below 
the slopes of Esja.  

 The company is only a year 
and a half old, but has had more 
than four thousand cl ients, 
without a single complaint. The 
tours vary in length and diffi-
culty, but all manage to put an 
excited grin on the face of each 
participant. 

 Wanna shake up your week? 
Find your inner crazy person, 
and get ready to buggy.

   SHARE:  
 gpv.is/adv01

Muddy 
Wheels 

And 
Grins

Words SIGNE SMALA   Photos  ART BICNICK

Put your foot down for a 
thrilling buggy adventure

Distance from  
Reykjavík

20  km

Trip provided by
buggyadventures.is

How to get there
Take Route 1 to Kistumelur



–  Visit our stores:  Skólavörðustígur & Kringlan, Reykjavík. Hafnarstræti, Akureyri. Geysir, Haukadalur. geysir.com  –



I’m gonna skip all the “son of 
blahblahblahson” bullshit and get 
straight to the juicy man-meat of 
this Saga. Okay? Okay. Long intro 
short some pretty little rich boy 
named Hrómundur is out raiding 
with King Ólafur of Denmark. He 
gets word of a nearby tomb, dank 
with riches and haunted by the 
spirit of an evil king. Aristocrat 
as he is, he’s like, “Ooooooh even 
mooooore money!” So he finds it 
and breaks in. 

Pussy pussy pussy 
marijuistletoe

The spirit sits on his throne and 
watches Hrómundur pilfering all 
his shit until Hrómundur starts to 
taunt him, something like, “What-
cha gonna do about it, pussy? Huh? 
Pussy?” Þráinn, the ghost, says 
Hrómundur won’t get away with 
it but sits there on his fat, ectoplas-
mic ass anyway. So Hrómundur 
is like, “Puuuuuusssssssssyyyyy! 
Pussypussypussypussypussy!”
 The ghost is like, “Well, okay, I 
guess, but only since you called me 
a pussy.” Then they wrestle. You 
know, just guy/ghost stuff. Just as 
Hrómundur is winning, the ghost 
transforms into a troll and uses 
his troll talons to tear the flesh 
from Hrómundur’s back all the way 
down to his ass, which is a shame 
because I imagine Hrómundur 
had a mad juicy booty. Hrómun-
dur overcomes him nonetheless 
and kills him with his own sword, 
named Mistletoe. Unfortunately 
this is not the kissy kind of mistle-
toe, it’s the stabby kind. Hrómun-
dur is now not only rich, but also 
famous.

Helgi frozen over

Hrómundur cozies up to King Olaf’s 

sister Svanhvít and it’s safe to say 
she wants his D. The king has two 
evil advisors, totally Jafar-status 
from ‘Aladdin’. They have started 
a rumor that Hrómundur intends 
to betray the princess and so Olaf 
has him expelled from the court. 
Then two kings from Sweden both 
named Hadding randomly come 
along with a guy named Helgi, the 
brother of a guy Hrómundur killed 
earlier and I skipped over because 
you totally don’t care. They chal-
lenge Olaf to a battle on a frozen 
lake and Olaf asks for Hrómun-
dur’s help. Naturally, he laughs his 
formerly-juicy-now-tore-the-fuck-
up booty off and says the Jafars got 
the king's back instead.
 But Svanhvít comes and asks 
him to help her brother and gives 
him a magic garter to wear that 
will protect him, so he agrees to 
go. As soon as the battle starts, one 
of the Jafars dies but the other is 
nowhere to be seen. Helgi’s girl-
friend Kara is a witch who takes 
the form of a swan, flying over the 
battle casting spells to prevent 
the Danish army from protecting 
themselves, allowing Helgi to kill 
all of Hrómundur’s brothers be-
fore mocking him for wearing the 
Svanhvít’s garter, which Hrómun-
dur takes off because masculinity 
or some shit.
 When Hrómundur steps up to 
fight him, Helgi accidentally stabs 
his own girlfriend-bird to death, 
breaking the spells against them. 
Hrómundur slices Helgi in half 
with Mistletoe but not before his 
own belly is slashed open. He uses 
his knife to poke his guts back in 
and sews himself back up before 
continuing to fight. Suddenly the 
missing Jafar shows up and knocks 
Mistletoe into the lake but Hró-
mundur just snaps his neck NBD. 
Then Hrómundur is sad about 

his wounds and the deaths of his 
brothers, but he’s mostly sad about 
his sword because y’all know how 
much rich people value material 
objects over human life, right?

Dream big

Some local peasants take Hró-
mundur in to treat his wounds 
and even fish his sword back up 
for him. When the Haddings have 
the peasants’ house searched for 
Hrómundur, they disguise him as 
a serving maid. He passes the win-
ter there. Meanwhile, back at the 
Haddings’, one of their men named 
Blindur the Evil tells the king that 
he had a dream that a wolf bit the 
king. Hadding says it means that 
a king will come and bring peace 
after violence.
 Then Blindur won’t shut the 
fuck up about his dreams. He says 
he had a dream about a naked bird, 
a dream about pigs, a dream about 
a giant, a dream about a serpent 
wrapped all the way around Swe-
den, that there is a serpent in the 
peasants’ house,  and some other 
dumb shit. Then Blindur says he 
had a dream about an iron ring 
around his own neck and Had-
ding tells him this means he’ll 
be hanged to death and they’re 
both gonna die. Then Hrómundur 
shows up with the Danish army 
and guess what, they kill the king 
and hang Blindur. Surprise, bitch! 
Then Svanhvít’s dreams come true 
too because she marries Hrómun-
dur and finally gets the sweet, 
sweet D of her desire.
 Morals of the story: 1. Rich peo-
ple do not have emotions. 2. Don’t 
be a cock-blocker.

   SHARE: 
 gpv.is/sag01
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SAGA RECAP

SMJÖRFLUGA

Offering fresh Icelandic cuisine in a 
stylish and casual atmosphere in the heart 

of down town Reykjavík.  

isafoldrestaurant . is
Þingholtsstræti 5 - tel: 595 8535

RESTAURANT
ÍSAFOLD

FRESH LOCAL FOOD
IN AN AMBIENCE THAT SUITS YOU

 
 Þingholtsstræti 5 - Tel: 595 8535 - www.isafoldrestaurant.is

Ísafold Restaurant is a relaxed and romantic 
restaurant located in a charming side street in the 

city center.  

Offering refined and personal experience with an 
emphasize on locally sourced and specially house 

made products.

R E S T A U R A N T  &  B A R

DINNER WITH A VIEW 

Savor the spectacular view from the top floor while enjoying 
delicious dinner and delightful drinks. 

To top the evening - why not indulge yourself in tasting our 
featured cocktails that are named after the mountain tops visible 

from the restaurant.   

Who doesn’t want to know what Esja tastes likes?

HAPPY HOUR FROM 16 - 18

Ingólfsstræti 1 - Tel:  595 8545 - skyrestaurant.is



SAVE 
MONEY 
IN ICELAND

www.coupons.is

UP TO 50% OFF
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Meeting Locals
By NANNA DÍS ÁRNADÓTTIR

Dear Nanna,
I’m traveling with my girlfriend over the 
Christmas/New Year’s period, I read on the 
Grapevine that mostly locals party at home 
or throw house parties during the holidays 
rather than go out. We aren’t interested 
in just going out to bars and seeing other 
tourists and really want the authentic 
Icelandic party experience. How do we get 
to know locals well enough to score invites 
to more intimate parties?
Looking for Locals

Dear Looking for Locals, 
“Authentic Icelandic experiences”? “In-
timate parties”? Icelanders aren’t props 
for your good time, asshole. We have 
lives that we are living here, this isn’t 
Westworld. Wait, is it?
Nanna (or am I?)

Hey Nanna,
My friend told me earlier this month that 
she’d had an abortion last year and I can’t 
help but feel like our relationship is dam-
aged somehow. We tell each other every-
thing, or so I thought. I mean, she’s kept 
this a secret for a FULL YEAR. I am having 
trouble bringing myself to talk to her, do I 
need to change my thinking here? She says 
I don’t have a right to be hurt but I can’t 
help how I feel.
Betrayed

Hey Betrayed,
I think the person who needs to change 
her thinking here is your so-called 
“friend.” She’s the one making re-
productive health decisions without 
consulting the Master General of her 
uterus—i.e. you.
How callous can she be? Her duty as 
your friend is to keep you sated with 
juicy personal morsels of her private 
life so that you may live life through 
her experiences as well as your own. 
DOES SHE NOT UNDERSTAND YOUR 
FEELINGS ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT 
FEELINGS?
I’m sorry your friend treats you this way.
Nanna.

Do you want to ask Nanna a question? Go ahead, but continue at your 
peril. Shoot her an email on nanna.arnadottir(at)gmail.com or tweet her 
using @NannaArnadottir

DON'T ASK NANNA ABOUT
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A fishing boat was sailing north of Ice-
land when it suddenly heeled, so that it 
was almost flooded, due to some hor-
rific creature that held on to the gun-
wale. The part of it that was on board 
resembled some kind of pincers, but the 
head and body were outboard. The crew 
cleft the beast in twain at the gunwale. 
The part that fell on board was so large 
that they had to cut it up to get rid of it. 
They estimated that the whole creature 
must have been many shiploads.

Sigfús Sigfússon, Íslenzkar þjóðsögur og 
sagnir V, p. 125.

MONSTER OF THE MONTH

Kráki 
Kraken

In Icelandic Christmas tradition, 
there’s not one Santa Claus but thir-
teen mischievous, not always generous 
Jólasveinar, or Yule Lads. And Christ-
mas in Iceland doesn’t just end with a 
food coma on December 25th, it goes 
on for thirteen more days. During this 
time, these Yule Lads return home to 
the mountains one by one.
 The last to leave is Kertasníkir 
(literally “candle stealer”) on Janu-
ary 6th, and his departure marks the 
end of Christmas. This day is known 
as “Þrettándinn.” Though the literal 
translation is “the thirteenth,” it’s 
commonly called Twelfth Night. Like 
on Christmas, there are many festivi-
ties on Þrettándinn, from bonfires to 
fireworks—one last yuletide hurrah. 
 Þrettándinn is also a curious and 

mystical time. Iceland is rich with 
folklore featuring elves, literally called 
“hidden people” (huldufólk). Accord-
ing to the Elfschool of Reykjavík, 
these hidden people are descendants 
of Adam and Eve. Eve was ashamed of 
her unwashed children and hid them 
from God. Seeing through her lies, God 
made them invisible to men. 
 Humans can only see these hidden 
people with the elf’s permission, so 
huldufólk spottings are usually quite 
rare. However, on Þrettándinn, they 
are rumoured to come out of hiding 
and frolick in the open, dancing by the 
bonfires and celebrating the season. 
Folklore also tells of seals that turn 
into humans and cows that speak. So 
if you are in Iceland this time of year, 
keep a vigilant watch!

Elf Watch
WORDS OF INTEREST

Words  & Art EUNSAN HUH

"Monster of the 
Month" is a spin off of 
'The Museum of Hid-
den Beings', by artist 
Arngrímur Sigurðs-
son. He delved into 
Iceland´s mytho-
logical history, taking 
creature encounters 
from across the cen-
turies and bringing 
them to life through 
painting in an act of 
creative cryptozool-
ogy. Find the book at 
bookstores, or order 
it online at arngrimur.
com.

This Issue's  
Winner
Each issue, we run an Instagram competition 
to win a Grapevine t-shirt. The winning pic-
tures are posted to our website grapevine.is, 
Istagram account @rvkgrapevine and also 
right here in the magazine. Just tag your 
pictures with #GVpics to enter. Here are the 
best shots from the last week. Our winner is a 
photo by @jrbowe. 

Congrats!

#GVPICS

INSTAGRAM COMPETITION

@jrbowe

@irisam

@izziewhizzie

@volkerjaehnke

THE NEW 
LEGEND
NEW VERSIONS OF THE 
ICELANDIC HOT DOG

INGÓLFSTORG



Geothermal Baths

A unique contact with nature - come enjoy a steam bath 
on top of a hot spring and afterwards relax

 in the open air geothermal baths.

Local Kitchen with our popular country style lunch
 and dinner buffet available daily.

Experience our Geothermal Bakery, every day
 at 11:30 and 14:30. Welcome!
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Þingvellir

Gullfoss
Geysir

Kerið

Reykjavík

Mosfellsbær

Selfoss

Akranes

Skálholt

Flúðir

Hveragerði

We‘re only one hour from Reykjavik and in the middle 
of the Golden Circle, make sure to upgrade your 
excursion to include a visit to us.

Geothermal Baths - Natural Steam Baths 
Local Kitchen - Geothermal Bakery

Open daily 11:00 - 22:00, extended hours summertime

TEL: +354 486 1400 • www.fontana.is

Completing the Golden Circle
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Thank you for 
coming

By VALGEIR VALDIMARSSON

Dear tourists, 

Thank you for coming. You’re really shaking 
things up around here. 
 Watching you pour out of our planes, we 
can’t quite believe our eyes. Our streets, once so 
desolate and gray, are now alive and resplendent 
with your colorful outdoor gear. You grease the 
wheels of our commerce and industry, with 
hotels popping out of the ground all over the 
place, and old bookshops metamorphosing into 
“concept stores” just in the nick of time. 
 Everywhere we look, you’re there! Showering 
naked and embarrassed at our local swimming 
pools, listening to us talk about the band we’re 
in while we prepare your third-wave coffee, 
asking us about hidden people over interest-
ingly priced drinks at our bars, being swept 
back and forth on our Tinders, and waking up 
in our beds. It’s really quite something.
 And you have all sorts of interesting ideas 
about this place. “Elves?” you say. “Sure!” we 
say. “Dirty weekend?” you say. “How dare you!” 
we say. “Björk?” you say. “Used to live on my 
street!” we say. 
 You’ve really given us quite the ego boost. 
These days there’s not a single dodgy guest-
house owner who doesn’t think he’s a business 
genius. The agency that came up with that tour-
ist slogan a few years ago is quite pleased with 
itself. Even our government thinks you’re here 
because of them. Everybody’s happy!
 But enough about us — let’s talk about you. 
Why are you here? (We never tire of asking you 
that.) Mostly it seems to be about having an 
experience. That and the fact that the place 
seems to Instagram well. Nothing wrong with 
that. Let a thousand flowers bloom.
 Mind you, we’ve noticed you’re a bit dif-
ferent these days. You used to be much rarer. 
And you used to complain a fair bit about the 
whale hunting. Now there’s more of you, and 
you mostly want to know which place has the 
best whale meat. Funny how things change. 
 We’ve changed too, to be honest. It’s not like 
you haven’t noticed. “It used to be much better 
here before there were so many of us,” we’ve 
overheard you say. “I came here before it sold 
out,” we’ve heard, too. We know. We’re embar-
rassed to admit it, but we’re kind of mainstream 
now. In fact, we’ve become so mainstream that 
it crossed your mind that you should probably 
have gone to the Faroe Islands instead.
 Maybe next time. 

    SHARE: 
 gpv.is/last
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USB CHARGING 
IN EVERY SEAT

IN BUS
AUDIO GUIDE

PERSONAL
HOST

DAY TOURS
TO ICELAND’S UNFORGETTABLE PLACES

GREAT PRICES ON ALL THE BESTSELLING DAY TOURS!

BOOK YOUR ADVENTURE NOW!

NORTHERN 
LIGHTS TOURS 
FROM 5.990 ISK!

ICE CAVE
CLASSIC

GOLDEN 
CIRCLE CLASSIC

SOUTHCOAST
& GLACIER

PRICE FROM

31.990ISK
PRICE FROM

9.890ISK
PRICE FROM

21.990ISK

AVAILABILITY
EVERY DAY AT 07:45

AVAILABILITY
EVERY DAY AT 09:00

AVAILABILITY
EVERY DAY AT 08:30

TOURIST INFORMATION AND 
FREE BOOKING SERVICE

Bankastræti 2 - Downtown
itm@itm.is - www.itm.is 
Tel: +354 522 4979 
Summer: 08.00 - 21.00
Winter: 09.00 - 19.00

We are proud to be the first & only downtown Tourist Information fully 
accredited by both the Icelandic Tourist Board and the Vakinn Quality System.

Drop by, we speak... 
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