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A cynical person might claim that the public body that
repeatedly voted these people and their policies to power
is ultimately responsible for the poor state of Reykjavík
Energy, as well as for the poor state of Iceland’s economy,
media environment, legal framework, moral standing and
bureaucratic system (etc., etc.).
Now, everyone knows that us, your friends at The
Grapevine, are anything but cynical. So even though placing responsibility at the hands of voters—voters that maybe
should have known better and perhaps could do well by
vigilantly observing what the politicians (and politicians’
friends) they are voting to power at any given time are getting up to—would seem reasonable enough to the cynic’s
jaded self, we won’t. But it would be cool if folks paid attention. Nothing wrong with noting that.
Anyway, kudos to Anna Andersen for her excellent
work, and good riddance to y’all that had a hand in milking
our once standing energy provider ‘til it bled (and good
luck to those that are trying to rebuild). None of you have
been formally brought to justice at the time of writing, and
as things are going it seems unlikely that any of you ever
will. But as a firm believer in Karmic balance, a harmonious
universe and the noble message of faltered ‘90s pop heroes New Radicals, I can say with some confidence: “You
get what you give.”
So watch your backs.
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Actually, let’s not. Love is great, everyone should have it
in their lives all the time and if it is currently lacking from
your life then your life is lacking and you should do something about it. Like some buzzband at Airwaves (were they
Swedish?) once proclaimed in their very name: ‘LOVE IS
ALL,’ and that’s all there is to say about the subject (funnily
enough, another Airwaves band, The Rapture (man, that
goddamn band was awesome... what happened to those
guys?) had a song bearing that same title. Int’l buzzbands
that want to play Airwaves take notice!).
ANYWAY. Love is great. It’s good we can all agree on
that (if you do disagree, however, do write us a letter. A
letter from a love-hater sounds like it could make an interesting read). But enough about love. Let’s talk about other
stuff.
I’m not gonna lie to you. I am extremely proud to be
publishing our current feature. The story was written and
researched by our journalist Anna Andersen over a period
of almost six months (!) and is an attempt to give a somewhat comprehensive overview of how Reykjavík Energy—a
company that subscribes to monthly payments from a majority of Icelanders—was run into the ground by a poisonous mixture of party politics, ludicrous bubble scheming
and plain carelessness.
It is a long story, and a sad one. It acts as a disturbingly
accurate microcosm of how Icelanders managed to run
their national economy into the ground over the course of
a decade; the whats, hows, whos, whys and whens are all
present and accounted for. The saga of Reykjavík Energy

has damn near every factor: reckless spending, aimless
political meddling, crony capitalism, insanely grandiose
ideas, scheming banksters and an unmatched capability
for self-delusion.
(One point that bears further investigating is that
whole REI-affair, from the layman’s perspective, it very
much looks like some of Iceland’s favourite banksters,
most notably Jón Ásgeir Jóhannesson, Bjarni Ármansson
and Hannes Smárason along with their puppet-corporations FL Group and Glitnir, very nearly appropriated a large
chunk of Reykjavík Energy (i.e. taxpayer assets) with the
co-operation of politicians and insiders. It is interesting to
ponder what had happened had they not been stopped?
Would they have treated it like the aforementioned FL
Group and other companies that they had a hand in pulverising? Would they have sold off all the assets and mortgaged the rest while sucking the capital out to be stored
somewhere in the Caribbean in-between bouts of partying
with 50 Cent? Who knows!)
If you are interested in learning how Iceland went from
‘THE GLORIOUSLY QUAINT ELFIN HOME OF UNSPOILED
NATURE, SIGUR RÓS, BJÖRK AND THE GOLDEN CIRCLE’
to ‘WALL STREET ON THE TUNDRA,’ then you need to
read this. It’s good.
Who is responsible, then? Our research reveals that a
lot of people are (a good rule of thumb for spotting someone that’s partially responsible for RE’s poor standing—he
or she claims someone else is entirely responsible for RE’s
poor standing: “It was doing great when I left!”).

Comic | Megan Herbert

IN THE END, ALFRED'S
SUNDAY WALKS TO GRÓTTA
WERE THE ONLY THING THAT
REASSURED HIM OF HIS
OWN BRILLIANCE.

rekindled his old fans’ flame while gaining him some new
ones.
Now based in London, where he is spreading the
gospel of Helgason gig by gig, Snorri has crafted a new
album that sees him really reach his full potential as
a songwriter, lyricist and singer. Recorded under the
aegis of Sin Fang/Seabear maestro Sindri Már Sigfússon—who brings his excellent ear and smashing talent to
the table—the album is a proper gem, filled with fetching
melodies and subtle moods that make it fit for a relaxed evening at home or a pondering walk through the
wilderness. On our TRACK OF THE ISSUE, ‘Mockingbird’,
Snorri betrays influences old (Townes Van Zandt) and
new (Fleet Foxes), tastefully wrapped up in the sonic
wonderland of Sindri Már. Check it out!
www.snorrihelgason.com
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Singer/songwriter Snorri Helgason first made his name
with everyone’s favourite band of 2007, Sprengjuhöllin,
who with a ‘difficult second album’ managed to fade
into semi-obscurity before going on indefinite hiatus.
Both of their releases are worth seeking out though,
even though the vibrant energy of début ‘Tímarnir okkar’
remains the better of the two.
Fortunately, Snorri kept going, releasing a fine solo
début called ‘I’m Gonna Put My Name On Your Door’ in
late 2009. The début clearly indicated that Snorri had
been Sprengjuhöllin’s songwriting force majeure and

BE SQUARE AND BE THERE
Gullfoss and Geysir are surely a must-see in
Iceland, but neither is something you eat.
That’s why we have 13 brilliant and creative
hamburgers at Hamborgarafabrikkan
(The Icelandic Hamburger Factory).

THE LAMBURGER
120 g Lamburger (lamb), garlic grilled mushrooms, cheese,
lettuce, tomatoes, red onion, sauce Béarnaise and french fries.
Those who taste The Lamburger will hardly be able to believe their taste buds.

Hamborgarafabrikkan would eat Hard Rock
Café for breakfast, but since there is no Hard
Rock Café in Iceland we eat our original
Lamburger with the wonderful Icelandic lamb.
Turninn Höfðatorgi
105 Reykjavik
Tel: 575 7575

The Reykjavík Grapevine awarded
Hamborgarafabrikkan the “Best Specialty
Burger 2010”. It made us happy. Because we
aim to please. That’s why we only use 100%
fresh high-quality ingredients, directly from the
Icelandic nature.
Attention: Our hamburger buns are not round.
They are square. Does it taste better? You tell us.
Be square and be there.

fabrikkan@fabrikkan.is
www.fabrikkan.is

Opening hours:
Sun-Wed. 11.00–22.00
Thu-Sat. 11.00–24.00

GLACIER WALKS
AND OTHER EXCITING DAY TOURS

EASY AND ACCESSIBLE FOR EVERYONE

Spör ehf.

From 6.300 ISK.
Check out our New Tour
Golden Circle and Glacier Walk

MAKE SURE IT’S MOUNTAIN GUIDES
MOUNTAINGUIDES.IS

mountainguides@mountainguides.is
Tel: +354 587 9999
Icelandair Pioneer
Award 2006
For designing and
developing Glacier Walks.

For environmental policy
and awareness.

For education and continuous
training of guides.

For innovation and
development of Glacier Walks.

or visit the ITM INFORMATION AND BOOKING CENTER,
Bankastræti 2 - Downtown, Reykjavík
Scan QR code to locate ITM

SUPER JEEP ADVENTURES
AND OTHER EXCITING DAY TOURS

SUPER JEEP TOURS THROUGH
MAGNIFICENT LANDSCAPE

Check out our New Super Jeep Tour
Fimmvörðuháls Volcano

MAKE EVERY MOMENT AN EXPERIENCE
or visit the ITM INFORMATION AND BOOKING CENTER,
Bankastræti 2 - Downtown, Reykjavík

Spör ehf.

ICELANDROVERS.IS - icelandrovers@icelandrovers.is - Tel: +354 587 9999

Sour grapes
and stuff
Say your piece, voice
your opinion, send your
letters to:
letters@grapevine.is
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Letters

MOST AWESOME LETTER

FREE ICELANDIC GOURMET FEAST
There's prize for all your MOST AWESOME LETTERS. And
it’s a scorcher! No, really! It's a goddamn scorcher is what
it is! Whoever sends us THE MOST AWESOME LETTER
this issue will receive A FRIGGIN GOURMET FEAST FOR
TWO at Tapas Barinn.
Did you hear that? Write in and complain about
something (in an admirable way), win a gourmet feast at one of Reykjavík's finest? THIS IS
THE DEAL OF THE CENTURY IS WHAT IT IS!
What's in a 'lobster feast'? Well, one has to assume that it has lobster-a-plenty. Is there
more? Probably, but still... Gourmet feast? Wow! DON’T PANIC if your letter wasn’t picked
AWESOME LETTER. There's always next month!
Now, if you're in the market for free goodies next month, write us some sort of letter.
Give us your worst: letters@grapevine.is

MOST AWESOME LETTER:
Hello osom grapevine

Dear editor, Grapevine.

I am admirably broke and i like lobster.
Can i have it?
-Sindri

I have just recently returned from my second
trip in Iceland and I thought I might share
with you some of my experiences and tips for
other travellers...

Dear Sindri,
Sure, since you ask so nicely. Enjoy your lobster! And then consider it! And if you got that
little joke, you’ve also earned a complimentary beer, courtesy of our editor.
hi,
while browsing the tattoo pictures of tattoostofan selfossi I stumble on that picture
http://on.fb.me/p69OwW - a Nazi 14 barely
hidden : 14, from the Fourteen Words coined
by David Lane: "We must secure the existence of our people and a future for White
children." (see wikipedia page on neo-nazis)
15 likes for that tattoo!!!
I find it unbearable that in Iceland people
can express these hatred ideas clear and
high and not be in trouble.
Not sure if you can or will do anything about
this.
In any case, all the best.
Morgane
Dear Morgane,
wow. That’s nasty, huh. Why were you browsing the photos for Tattoo-stofan Selfossi
again? That doesn’t seem like something one
would get up for fun. Unless you’re, like, super-interested in hnakki-culture and trampstamps. Or really, really high. Who knows?
It’s not our place to judge your hobbies.

Licensing and
registration of travelrelated services
The Icelandic Tourist Board issues licences to tour operators and travel agents,
as well as issuing registration to booking services and information centres.
Tour operators and travel agents are required to use a special logo approved
by the Icelandic Tourist Board on all their advertisements and on their Internet
website.
Booking services and information centres are entitled to use a Tourist
Board logo on all their material. The logos below are recognised by the
Icelandic Tourist Board.

List of licenced Tour
Operators and Travel
Agencies on:

visiticeland.com
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Anyway. Yeah. Fuck Nazis. They fucking
suck. Fucking fuck them and the fuckers
that think it’s cool to glorify them. And yeah,
people that think they’re cool also suck. Fuck
them too. But mainly they’re probably dumb.
We probably shouldn’t do anything about that
guy with that stupid fucking tattoo, though.
He will have ‘ASSHOLE’ branded on his skin
in capital letters for the rest of his life.

Firstly, Reykjavik is a small city. There are
nice places to dine and some interesting
exhibits definately, but it is small so plan to
get out and spend at least some time elsewhere. Having said that, the best way to
enjoy Reykjavik is to be less of a spectator
and more of a participant in its offerings. On
my first trip in midwinter I was frustrated
that the bar I looked up online no longer
existed and another place I was interested
in was booked for a private party. In Reykjavik a lot of things happen by invitation so
the best way to meet locals is to stop looking
for something to happen and do something
for yourself. Play some music in the park or
buy some wool and ask someone to teach you
how to knit. Add some graffiti to a wall. Plant
a tree around the city. Do things and you will
meet people.
Secondly, go twice! Iceland is a place of striking contrasts and astonishing change, and
each moment can seem deceivingly stuck in
time and then be wiped off the map in an
instant. I have seen Jokulsarlon in January
while it was blue and glassy - and I hear it
is black with ash now; and where we parked
our super-jeep in Thorsmork - we were
parked in what had previously been a lagoon. I have seen the endless midsummer
days and the long midwinter nights and i
would highly suggest to anyone travelling
that a second trip back is well worth it. Youll
be amazed at how welcoming the city feels
when you know your way around the streets
(even if you still cant pronounce them yet)
and how different it is from season to season.
If you came in winter, come back for the hiking and boating you couldnt do then; if you
came in summer, you simply have to return
for the New Years fires and fireworks, it is
not to be missed!

and spray shit on your walls? DUDE! That
shit ain’t right! You’ve been here twice—this
is us telling you to COME BACK RIGHT
NOW AND CLEAN THAT SHIT UP!
Nei, djók. But anyway, yeah, thanks for your
letter. And enjoy your days in ‘Tofino’.

Hi there! First, i would like to say how much
i like the newspaper, and how thankful i am
for being able to have uptated news about
iceland in english, i also find most of the
articles very bold, with solid arguments and
somehow inspiring.
Second, i dont intend this to be any awesome letter, i just didnt know for sure what
adress to write :). So, I just want to ask, if it
is possible, for an article or guide on what to
do with recycling materials or where to take
them. Paper, plastic, metal and glass, but
also wood, batteries, used cooking oil and
everything possible. I would greatly appreciate it. Back home, on my beautiful Brazil, I
used to separate materials for recycling, but
since I moved to Iceland, not sure what to do
with them. Would be nice to have a little help
on this, as the people i know from here do
not know any better so, maybe people would
recycle more if they knew how possible it is.
Thank you very much!
Liliane E. Santo
Dear Liliane,
thank you for your nice letter. Regardless
of your intentions, it’s still pretty awesome
(it still won’t win the ‘AWESOME LETTER’
lobster though, as it has already been granted
to poor ol’ Sindri). However, YOU ARE ABSOLUTELY RIGHT,! We do need to print
something on recycling and separating and
where to put all that stuff. We love mother
nature and we are pretty certain it should be
conserved. And we should do our part.
So we’ll do it in a future issue. Promise.
LOVE

P.S. Thanks for the great read on the planeride home : )
Mathew Phillips, Tofino, Canada.

That seems punishment in and of itself.

Dear Matthew,

But thanks for staying alert Morgane, do let
us know if you find more Nazi-scum lurking
about.

thank you for your most excellent letter;
your kind words and your advice to your fellow travellers (those of us that live here are
already super-jaded and never venture outdoors at all, so your advice falls flat on us).

Please Read this Letter to Heterosexual Men.

http://infiniteexistence.wordpress.com/
Thanks,
Ralph Gillies
Dear Ralph Gillies,
But dude! You were spraying our walls with
your graffiti! WTF, man! Do you want us to
travel all the way to ‘Tofino’ (whatever that is)

thank you for your nice letter. You’re crazy.
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Price 17.990 ISK with pick up from Reykjavik included.
This tour includes snorkeling in the crystal clear waters of Silfra lava fissure and caving in
Gjábakkahellir cave, both located in Þingvellir National Park. Tour difficulty is rated as “easy”,
the scenery is unbeatable and the main things this trip leaves behind are great memories and
thousands of satisfied customers. A simple MUST when in Iceland.

Rafting

Ice Climbing Snorkeling

Diving

Glacier Hike Canoeing

Hiking

Climbing

Super-Jeep Caving

Horse Riding Sightseeing Snowmobile Whale Watch ATV

Kayaking

Cycling

Incentive

www.adventures.is | info@adventures.is | +354-562-7000 | Visit our downtown booking & information center at Laugavegur 11
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Opinion | Magnús Sveinn Helgason

Mayor’s Address:

Should Icelanders Be
Ashamed Of Themselves?

WELCOME TO REYKJAVÍK

Dear reader,
Welcome to Iceland. Whether you’re
here for fun and travel or for business, I
hope you’ll enjoy a good time here and
will get to know some locals. I would
also like to make a special request that
you spend a lot of money throughout
the duration of your stay. Do not save
on dining and drinking. Allow yourself
some luxury. You deserve it, and it is
good for the economy. I ask that you do
not visit the retail outlets run by the Salvation Army (Garðastræti 6, 101 Reykjavík) or the Red Cross (Laugavegur 12,
101 Reykjavík). Even though they are
fun shops, they are rather inexpensive.
You should rather visit more expensive
shops.

A lot of tourists that visit the country
wonder why it is called Iceland, because—despite what the name might
indicate—it isn’t at all cold here. The
average temperature in Reykjavík is
1°C. Nowhere in the world has better summers than Iceland. It might
snow in the month of June, however.
That is called ‘a spring snowfall’. July
is the hottest month. When it comes
around you better have a t-shirt handy,
because the temperature can reach up
to 20°C. Weather.com often states a
temperature followed with a “feels like”
temperature. When the heat in Reykjavík reaches 20°C, they will often say it
“feels like” 15°C. That is probably due
to something known as ‘the wind chill
factor.’ No Icelander understands this.
If we had this “feels like” feature in our

weather reporting, we would say that it
“feels like” 40°C whenever the temperature reached 20°C, without exception.
This demonstrates the importance of
‘mentality’ and ‘attitude.’
But how can it be that such a warm
country came to possess such a frigid
name? Yes, the explanation is simple:
MISUNDERSTANDING. Ingólfur Arnarson, the first man that found Reykjavík, wasn’t on his way here at all. He
was en route to the United States of
America, to buy grapes and other fast
food that grew wild there in those days.
He was very interested in food. And
also homicide. On his way he noticed a
cloud of smoke ascending to the heavens from an unknown country. His curious nature got the best of him, and he
changed his course and set sail to Reykjavík (Reykjavík literally means “smoky
bay”!).
As he disembarked his ship, he saw
that the smoke was in fact steam rising from Reykjavík’s many swimming
pools. He was therefore quick in tearing
off the suit of armour that he had worn
in case he’d encounter some Native
Americans while picking grapes, and
jumping into some swim trunks. After
swimming a good 500 metres he sat
in the hot tub and relaxed. After a fun
chat with the locals he had forgotten all
about America. Who needs to travel all
the way to America to pick grapes when
there’s a shop on Laugavegur called
Vínberið (Vínberið literally means: “the
grape”)? Ingólfur decided to settle here.
He rented a small apartment along
with his wife, Hallveig Fróðadóttir, who

many claim was the daughter of Frodo
from ‘Lord Of The Rings,’ Nothing has
been proven about that, however.
One day Ingólfur and Hallveig were
taking a stroll around town. They were
walking their dog, who was called Plútó
and was a Great Dane. It was a sizzling
hot summer’s day. It was long before
the t-shirt was invented. They were
both dressed in full suits of armour,
with swords and shields and helmets
and everything. They stopped by at Ísbúð Vesturbæjar in Hagamelur to get
some ice cream and cool down. The
story goes that Ingólfur asked the clerk
whether she knew what the country was
called.
She thought it was called Thule. Ingólfur felt that was a stupid name.
“No country can be called Thule,”
he said.
Outside the ice cream shop, a crowd
had gathered. They had heard that
foreign visitors were in town. A lot of
those people were elves. Ingólfur then
approached the crowd, raised his ice
cream cone aloft and shouted:
“Henceforth this country will be
called Iceland, because one can get the
world’s best ice cream here!”.
Today we have a statue of Ingólfur.
The statue depicts Ingólfur dying of
heat, leaning on his dog.
Don’t be a stranger, be like Ingólfur!
Best regards,
Jón Gnarr
Mayor of Reykjavík

Iceland | Asylum Seekers

On The Run
Ethiopian asylum seekers in Iceland
When I met Aisha, Bekele and
Dabir, I realised I was in a precarious spot. As we settled in to chat,
Bekele smiled sheepishly and told
me, “If you hadn't come with him,”
pointing to the Lutheran priest in
my company, “we wouldn't be talking right now.”
Throughout the interview, in fact, I had
to reassure the three that we would
not reveal their identities: no names,
no photos, no saying what their political affiliation was, no saying where we
even met. As I would learn over the
course of speaking with them, they had
every reason to be afraid.
Ethiopia is a country that has been
in constant turmoil, it seems. From a
crippling famine to war with Eritrea,
they held elections last May, about
which Human Rights Watch (HRW)
said in their 2011 World Report, “Although the sweeping margin of the
2010 victory came as a surprise to
many observers, the ruling party's win
was predictable and echoed the results of local elections in 2008. The 99.6
percent result was the culmination of
the government's five-year strategy of
systematically closing down space for
political dissent and independent criticism. European election observers said
that the election fell short of international standards.”
Bekele, Dabir and Aisha were
among those who chose to dissent.
They were involved in educating voters on the different parties available to
vote for and what their platforms were.
For this, they were arrested, jailed for a
couple months, and then released. “But
they made us sign a paper,” Dabir said.
“It's a paper they make everyone sign,

that says you did something wrong, and
that if you do it again, you will be killed.”
NO SHELTER HERE
This story falls in line with HRW's findings as well, who reported incidences
of political jailing, torture, intimidation
and execution. The three, who feared
for their lives, crossed the border into
Kenya and made their way to Norway.
It would seem to be an open-andshut case: Ethiopia’s jailing, torture and
execution of political opposition a matter of widespread public knowledge—
and these three individuals heavily
involved in political opposition in Ethiopia—one would expect Norwegian authorities to grant them political asylum
to make a new home in Norway.
This would not be the case. In fact,
Norway has been seriously tightening
controls on Ethiopian asylum seekers,
taking away their right to work, as well
as their tax cards, effectively driving
into the street. This led to a general
hunger strike conducted by Ethiopian
asylum seekers in Norway last February. And then things got worse.
“They told us, you can't stay in this
country anymore,” Bekele said. “Without the papers to work, we were illegal, and had to leave the country. But
we couldn't go back to Ethiopia. So we
were stuck.” Although not for long—last
April, police raided an Ethiopian refugee camp in Oslo. The asylum seekers
were arrested, loaded into police trucks
and cars, driven out of town, and then
dropped off and told not to re-enter the
city.
MORE LIMBO
With this turn of events, the three decided they had no choice but to leave

the country, and set their sights for
Canada. Like so many other asylum
seekers who've tried the same route,
they were stopped in Iceland, arrested,
and then housed, awaiting a decision
from Icelandic authorities.
Their prospects thus far are not very
bright. The three are aware of the Dublin Regulation, an international treaty
on the treatment of asylum seekers,
part of which grants authorities the
right—although not the obligation—to
send asylum seekers back to their previous point of origin. Iceland's track record, as many of our readers are aware,
has been to deport almost by default.
Should they be returned to Norway,
they will most certainly be deported to
Ethiopia.
As it is now, they live—as most asylum seekers in Iceland do—in a state of
limbo, unable to work, unable to really
leave their homes, unable to know if
they will wake up to hear they are being

deported, have been granted asylum,
or will be facing yet another long, frustrating day of uncertainty.
At the interview's close, they had
some words for the Icelandic people:
“We are human beings,” Bekele
said. “We are educated. We are not going to be a burden for the government.
We can work. Anything the government
gives us to do, we can do.”
Aisha, who speaks little English and
had remained quiet throughout the
interview, now felt the desire to speak
up, saying, “I ran away from Ethiopia
in order to rescue myself. I humbly ask
Iceland's authorities, and its people, to
look at us with humanity. We are just
running away to save ourselves. Rescue
us. I would rather walk into the ocean
and die than be deported to Norway.”

PAUL FONTAINE
JULIA STAPLES

After the publication of the SIC report, there was a near unanimous
agreement in Icelandic society
that it was not only an important
analysis of the economic collapse’s causes, but
also a settling of the books if you will—a critical attempt to tally up the mistakes that were
made in the lead-up to the crash of 2008 and,
as such, an important step toward national
reconciliation.
Everyone realised that this would mean
that some people in power would be cast in
a less than sympathetic light, and that many
would be uncovered as incompetent and
greedy, even criminally incompetent and
greedy.
The report was universally celebrated as
simply the best example of an official report
ever prepared in Iceland. It had exceeded the
expectations of most people. It even received
very favourable press abroad, where it was
hailed as a landmark attempt to uncover the
roots of the global financial crisis of 2008.
That was then. This is now.
Enter the backlash
As Snorri Páll Úlfhildarson Jónsson—one of
the Reykjavík 9—discussed in his Grapevine op
entitled ‘The Reykjavik One’, the supporters of
Geir H. Haarde, the former Prime Minister who
presided over the largest financial collapse in
modern history, whine about a political witch
hunt. And Geir seems to fancy himself as ‘the
saviour of Iceland.’ In an interview with AFP he
claimed to have somehow saved Iceland from
an even larger catastrophe—had it not been
for his steady hand at the wheel, we would
have experienced ‘a real catastrophe’! The SIC
report, meanwhile, concluded that Geir had
failed to act in a timely and appropriate manner in the face of the crisis.
At a meeting of his supporters, Ministry of
Economic Affairs chief of staff (and long-time
Social Democrat functionary) Kristrún Heimisdóttir delivered a speech in which she spoke
about how the SIC report had in many cases
gotten the facts wrong, and had made wrongful accusations. She did not name any specifics. No, she simply stated that this was some
general feature of the report.
The most forceful pushback against the
SIC report has come from Lýður Guðmundsson, former executive chairman of Exista, one
of the largest investment companies of precrash Iceland. Lýður has mounted a one man
media campaign against the report, attacking
not only the SIC report but the entire attempt
to come to terms with the crash, learn from it
and identifying its causes and those responsible. According to Lýður Icelanders should
“be ashamed of themselves.”
And why? Well, Lýður argues that because
no executives at U.S. investment banks have
been prosecuted, it is somehow shameful that
their Icelandic colleagues are! Basically, his argument is that because those guys got away
with crashing the world economy with their
irresponsibility, greed and questionable—if not
illegal actions—we should get away with the
same. Since U.S. authorities and regulators are
in the pocket of Wall Street and failed to mount
any serious investigations of its practices, it is
a heinous crime that such investigations be
conducted in Iceland.
Seriously. That is his argument.
Some honest mistakes
Oh, yes, also that his companies were all fabulously well run, that he and all his underlings
did a heck of a job. He does admit to having
made mistakes, but they were all honest mistakes—and it is certainly not due to them that
everything came crashing down. Anyone who
says otherwise is engaged in a witch-hunt.
But did we really expect that these delusional elites would face up to their mistakes?
Did anyone believe that people who actually
imagined that Iceland was on its way to become a global financial centre (rivalling Luxembourg)—people who thought that you could
build a viable economy on leveraged buyouts
and an asset bubble or that it was sound economic policy to turn a national economy into a
hedge fund—that such people would face up to
their mistakes?
The fact is, the SIC report is historically
unique—as an official report it is up there with
the findings of the Pecora investigation following the 1929 Wall Street Crash as a unique
attempt to uncover the causes of a financial
crash. And the Icelandic attempt to come to
terms with the causes of the crash, and to
force those responsible to face justice, even if
it is very incomplete and far from satisfactory,
is still far more robust than anything we have
seen in most other countries. When compared
to the US, the Icelandic effort looks pretty aggressive. And none of this would be possible if
it was not for the SIC report.
By attacking the SIC report Lýður and the
supporters of Geir H. Haarde are actively attempting to undermine these efforts.
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Do you condone rape and/or engage in 'victim blaming'? If so, you
are probably a total douche. Quit being so douchy, douche!

The author just happens to be director of
the ‘Yes Movement’ in Iceland.
Fancy that!
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Opinion | Elvar Örn Arason

Icelanders:
Still Reluctant Europeans?

IT’S REALLY EASY: JUST DON’T RAPE PEOPLE!
Icelandic ‘sluts’ march against victim-shaming

Helga Þórey Jónsdóttir, one of the organisers.

They are therefore planning to hit the
streets and demand a change in the
discourse.
“Our main goal is to transfer the responsibility from the victim to the perpetrator. We want people to erase these
prejudices within themselves [of victim
responsibility],” says María, emphasising that victims should never have to
feel ashamed or blame themselves. The
way a victim chose or chooses to dress
should not be relevant. “I saw a very
strong image from one of the walks that
really struck me. There was a woman,
dressed in a casual outfit, holding up
a poster that read: ‘This is how I was
dressed when I was raped. Was I asking for it?’ Rapists don’t think about the
way their victim is dressed and I don’t
think they would even remember afterwards.”
In the past three months, people
across the world have united in a
global protest against stereotypical ideas that the victims of sexual
assault are somehow to blame for
the attack. From the U.S. to India,
SlutWalkers have gathered on the
streets bearing with posters that
read: “Don’t tell me how to dress,
tell men not to rape!”, “It’s my hot
body, I do what I want!” and “My
short skirt has nothing to do with
you!”
The message is simple: A person’s outfit
doesn’t matter—rape is never, ever ‘justifiable’! The movement has hit Iceland
and the country’s first SlutWalk will
take place in downtown Reykjavík on
July 23, where attendees are encouraged to join hands and protest the way
sexual assault victims are frequently
treated and portrayed by society.
A SLUTTY DRESS IS NOT AN
INVITATION!
The first SlutWalk was held in Toronto
this April as a response to comments
by an officer in the local police force,
who remarked at a law school’s safety
forum: “[...] women should avoid dressing like sluts in order not to be victimized.” The protest quickly turned into
a worldwide movement and rallies
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have been staged in cities across the
globe.
Controversial remarks in the Icelandic media, on blogs and in community
forums have caused similar outrage.
Inspired by the Toronto SlutWalk, the
organisers of SlutWalk Reykjavík were
fed up with the common view that victims of sexual assault bear responsibility by putting themselves in dangerous
situations because they are too drunk
or dressed in revealing clothes. What
started as an invite-only Facebook
group now counts almost 4.000 members and has sparked a heated discussion on the issue.
Helga Þórey Jónsdóttir, Rósa
Björk Bergþórsdóttir and María Lilja
Þrastardóttir are part of the SlutWalk
organisational team. Over beers, they
tell me that victim-blaming is still very
real in Icelandic society, and an emphasis is often put on the way the victim is
dressed or how much alcohol or drugs
he or she has purportedly consumed.

VICTIM-BLAMING IS NEVER OK
Helga Þórey, María and Rósa say they
are tired of the common perspective
that women should learn to be more
careful when going out, and the way
sexual assaults have often be defended by attacking the victim’s character. “Women are taught how to avoid
being raped. Not to dress like a slut.
Avoid getting too drunk, and so on,”
says Rósa. She refers to an ad campaign by The Public Health Institute of
Iceland where people are advised not
to consume alcohol in order to avoid
being assaulted or raped. “It’s remarkable that these ads never say ‘if you
drink too much, you might rape your
friend.’ That’s somehow taboo,” she
adds. “Rape is a serious problem in our
society. One third of Icelandic women
are sexually assaulted in their lifetime!
What is with that?” says Helga Þórey
and continues: “Women are more likely
to be raped by someone they know,
inside of a marriage for example, than
attacked by a stranger while drunk at
a party.”
With the July 23 march, the organisers hope to eradicate victim-shaming
in Icelandic society, and they hope
everyone out there will join them to
walk for the cause. The march is set to
start at Skólavörðuholt at 2pm and will
head down Skólavörðustígur, down to

Ingólfstorg where people can gather
and listen to speeches and live music.
Asked what they want to achieve with
the SlutWalk María says: “If we can
change some views, we will be happy.
I look forward to reading the news after
Verslunarmannahelgin this year [Iceland’s annual bank holiday, set in the
first weekend of August, marked by
numerous outdoor festivals around the
country]. It’s been terrible to read comments in the press in the past, like ‘the
festival was successful this year. Only
two rapes have been reported.’ ONLY
two rapes? I mean, what needs to happen for a festival to have ‘gone badly’?
Someone getting killed? If we can
change the way media reports about
this, then we have achieved something,” concludes María.
SlutWalks around the globe have
been widely covered, and images of
women dressed down to their underwear with the word ‘Slut’ scribbled on
their bosom published in the international media. However, the three women emphasise that there is no dresscode and anyone should wear what
they want. “I think we will see people
from all walks of life, not just twenty
girls dressed in slutty outfits. Icelanders can be very unified when they want
to be,” says María. “You should wear
whatever you want, or not wear anything even. That doesn’t give anyone
the right to rape you. I think we can all
agree on that. That’s the whole point,”
says Rósa.
Until victims are no longer blamed
or shamed, they plan on making SlutWalk Reykjavík an annual event and
continue the protest, one step at a time.
If a woman is drunk, don’t rape her.
If a woman is walking alone at night,
don’t rape her.
If a woman is drugged and unconscious, don’t rape her.
If a woman is wearing a short skirt,
don’t rape her.
If a woman is jogging in a park at 5
am, don’t rape her.
If a woman looks like the ex-girlfriend
you’re still hung up on, don’t rape her.
If a woman is asleep in her bed, don’t
rape her.
If a woman is asleep in your bed, don’t
rape her.
If a woman is doing her laundry, don’t
rape her.

Icelanders can be described as
"reluctant Europeans" akin to
their Scandinavian neighbours.
Denmark, Finland and Sweden all
joined the EU and have to a greater or
lesser extent participated in the EU's development. Iceland and Norway, though, have
stayed outside the EU, yet have close relations
with the EU since 1994 through their membership of the European Economic Area (EEA).
Until the meltdown of its banking system in
the autumn of 2008, the Icelandic political elite
was still far from eager to join the EU, happy
with the halfway house of the EEA. But when
the international financial crisis hit, not only
did Iceland’s oversized banking system come
crashing down, its currency plunged instantly,
with devastating effect. Many soon decided to
opt for the safe haven in European integration.
The present left-wing coalition government,
which came to power after the ‘Pots and pans
revolution’ of 2009, applied for EU membership.
Iceland’s contribution to the EU will be
substantial. Iceland belongs to Europe, and
has contributed significantly to the common
European cultural heritage. During the Cold
War era, Iceland was strategically and geopolitically part of the American continent, and of
the European security community’s frontiers
extended to Iceland when the U.S. formally
closed its military base there in 2006. And
when Iceland joins, the EU as a whole will gain
access to the Arctic and the strategic shipping
routes that are opening up with the melting of
the ice cap. Iceland will also contribute its substantial expertise in sustainable fisheries and
geothermal energy.
There are striking similarities between Iceland and Norway in their attitudes towards the
EU and European integration. In common they
have the political importance of farming and
fisheries, and an "Atlanticist" orientation coupled with their interests in natural resources.
The Icelandic economy’s key sector has
long been fishing, still the largest generator of
exports. Its importance is diminishing though,
from 90% of all exports in the 1960s to less
than 40% now. Exports of aluminium overtook
marine product in 2008. But because fisheries
have been the source of disputes with some
EU members, notably the UK, ceding control to
Brussels as the EU’s Common Fisheries policy
will be sure to provoke fierce debate and some
popular resistance to accession.
Other than that, there stand obstacles in
the way of Iceland's EU membership bid. From
the European side, that is. As to Iceland itself,
both public opinion and the political parties
are still divided on the question. Public opinion
has become more negative since the summer
of 2009, once the banking crisis had begun to
recede in peoples' minds. During the previous
decade public opinion about joining the EU
had been more positive, with the polls showing majority support. But the Icesave dispute
between Iceland and the UK along with the
Netherlands re-kindled negative sentiments
towards the EU, so last December’s outline
deal for reimbursing British and Dutch investors, who had online Icesave accounts with
the collapsed Landsbanki bank, appears now
to leave fishing rights as the main stumbling
block, not least because of Iceland’s escalating
mackerel dispute with the EU and Norway.

If a woman is in a coma, don’t rape
her.
If a woman changes her mind in the
middle of/about a particular sexual
act, don’t rape her.
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Lori Kissinger wrote:
Wednesday, June 29, 2011
- AH12 The Golden Circle
Classic

“It was a long tour and day
but the stops are unforgettable beautiful, we had a
nice group, and the guidance told us every little
detail from what we saw
on the road and what we
passed, it was pleasant to
listen to the story’s she told
about Icelanders en their
wonderful Iceland.”

“This tour is wonderful and
you will get to see a wide
range of sites from history
to waterfalls to geysers.
The guide was knowledgeable, engaging and had an
obvious love of this country.
Regardless of what else
you do in Iceland, this is a
MUST do because it really
gives a good overview of
this diverse land.”
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Have you ever tried working with 'freeware'? Is it a rewarding and
fun experience? Oh by the way, Richard Stallman gave us some
crazy stickers. One says: "iBad! Bad for your freedom!"
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Freedom | Now that's important!

The Future Belongs To Us
An interview with freeware pioneer Richard Stallman
ing modestly and speaking in plain
terms when sharing his ideas with
laypeople, without showing a hint of
frustration or impatience.
One commonly used metaphor
regarding the difference between
free software and proprietary software is that using the latter is like
driving a car with the hood welded
shut. However, some would argue
that they don't necessarily want to
understand how the engine works;
they just want it to go.
“Do you want the car to be malicious? ” asks Richard. “You don't
need to know how to programme
yourself to benefit from the four
freedoms [of free software]. Any
user can use Freedom 0 and Freedom 2. And you might not want to
know how to repair or adapt the
software, but you can pay someone
else to do it for you.” He underscores that numerous proprietary
applications use malicious means of
tracking what a user does, or where
they go on the internet, which the
user cannot disable, if they're even
aware they exist. “The only defence
is to use free software.”

Richard Stallman is not a man
known to compromise. This is
the case whether you're talking
about software freedom or where
to conduct an interview (hint: he
really likes Danish open-faced
sandwiches). This developer, a
man who attended Harvard and
MIT before almost single-handedly creating the GNU operating system, still prefers to use
a cheap Chinese netbook as his
personal computer, as it runs entirely on free software (see sidebar on what kind of ‘free’ we're
talking about here). In fact, this
is one of two things emphasised
to me before conducting the interview: understand the difference between ‘free’ and ‘open
source,’ and do not say ‘Linux’ to
him—say instead ‘GNU/Linux.’
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The insistence is far from pedantic,
though. What we know of as ‘Linux’
today began in the ‘80s as Stallman's GNU operating system, with
Linus Torvalds' Linux kernel added
to it. These humble beginnings have
led to hundreds, if not thousands, of
GNU/Linux ‘distros’—types of operating systems—as well as veritable
avalanche of developers coding free
software.
DO YOU WANT A MALICIOUS
CAR?
Today, Richard travels and lectures
on free software and computer
liberty both online and offline. He
considers free software a matter of
human rights. A living legend in the
tech world, our interview was briefly
interrupted at one point by a starstruck German tourist who recognised him. When I asked if this sort
of thing happens a lot, he shrugged.
“Not that much. It happens once in
a while.”
Which is part of his character—
despite his stature in the tech world
and his fire-brand status in the
free software movement, Stallman
is soft-spoken and easygoing, liv-

IDEALISM, FUN AND HATRED !
However, looking around in the free
software community, there might be
a whole lot of developing going on,
but there doesn't seem to be a lot of
money changing hands. Why would
a developer choose to get into the
world of free software?
Richard says. “First, there's political idealism—wanting freedom and
wanting others to have freedom.
Another motive is fun. Programming
is tremendous fun. I think everyone
who's working on free software is
having fun. Another motive is to be
admired. People like to be admired.
If you make a free programme and a
lot of people like it, they're going to
admire you and it feels good. Another is getting a professional reputation as a good programmer. There's
nothing better for your professional
reputation than to be able to say,
'Here's the programme I wrote.
Read the code and you'll see how
good a job I did.' Another motive is
gratitude. If you've been using free
software for years and appreciate it,
then when you write a programme
that could be generally useful, that's
your opportunity to pay forward
what you have gotten from the community. Another motive is hatred for

Microsoft.”
However, Richard qualifies this
observation: “Now, I think it's a mistake to focus the hatred on Microsoft. Because the problem is bigger
than that. The problem is non-free
software, and Microsoft makes nonfree software, but it's not alone. The
problem with focusing just on Microsoft is you might start to think
that anything that competes with
Microsoft is therefore good. But this
is not about choosing a different
master. Freedom means not having
a master. So, to me it doesn't matter
who the developer of the non-free
programme is; it's equally unjust.”
Richard does say there are people being paid to make free software, that “it's not shockingly rare,
but they are a minority.” Hence the
difference between ‘free’ as in ‘no
cost’ and ‘free’ as in ‘provides freedom.’
FREEDOM !
Another of the more common concerns people bring up when presented with the option of switching
to free software, or using a GNU/
Linux distro, is the fear that there
will be a very steep learning curve.
Richard dismisses this fear outright.
“Actually, if you want to use it
through graphical interfaces, you
might not even notice it's a different
system.” He recounted the story of
someone he knew that replaced his
school's computers with GNU/Linux
instead of Windows, and then told
everyone there'd been an upgrade.
“And people just used it,” Stallman
says, smiling. “Of course, some
things were different, but they figured it out.”
When it comes to the future of
GNU, and free software in general,
Richard insists that he doesn't keep
track of how it's growing. “I don't
have time to try and measure our
progress. That would be a lot of
work. I have nothing against it, but I
have other work to do. Namely, making more progress.”
Richard doesn't see himself as
being primarily in the role of GNU's
main coder anymore—his aspirations have more to do with ideals.
“I don't focus my work on making
it technically better. There are a lot
of people doing that, so I leave that
to them. I focus on a different part
of the job that most of our community doesn't do. In order to establish lasting freedom, it's not enough
just to give people freedom. You
have to teach them to appreciate it,
and demand it, because otherwise
they'll let it drop. And they might
not even realise what's hurting them
when it does hurt them. So my work
is teaching people these types of
freedom, and to demand freedom in
their lives.”

What Does
“Free Software”
Mean?
This is an example of the limitations
of the English language. ‘Free software’ in this sense means ‘software
you have the liberty to do with as
you wish’; not necessarily ‘free of
charge’, although that is often the
case. Stallman specifically identifies
four types of freedom that free software provides:
The freedom to run the programme,
for any purpose (freedom 0).
The freedom to study how the programme works, and adapt it to your
needs (freedom 1). Access to the
source code is a precondition for
this.
The freedom to redistribute copies so you can help your neighbour
(freedom 2).
The freedom to improve the programme, and release your improvements to the public, so that the
whole community benefits (freedom
3). Access to the source code is a
precondition for this.
Free Software Equivalents Of
Proprietary Software
One of the most common things
that intimidates people considering trying free software is the fear
that they won't be able to do all the
things they're used to doing on a PC
or Mac. On the contrary, though,
there is a free software equivalent
of just about everything the average
desktop user uses a computer for.
Here's a few examples:
iTunes = Rhythmbox. Inspired by
iTunes, and has features that include “Easy to use music browser,
Searching and sorting, Comprehensive audio format support through
GStreamer, Internet Radio support,
Playlists”.
Windows Media Player = VLC
Media Player, famed app that is
known for being able to play pretty
much anything.
Photoshop = GIMP (GNU Image Manipulation Programme),
a versatile and easy-to-use image
software programme that can “be
used as a simple paint programme,
an expert quality photo retouching
programme, an online batch processing system, a mass production
image renderer, an image format
converter, etc. It has most of the
functionality of Photoshop but without the cost.”
MSN Messenger, AIM, Yahoo,
ICQ, etc. = Pidgin, which is pretty
much the only chat client you need.
Add all of your different accounts to
just one software programme.
Outlook = Thunderbird, an email
client that can more or less do what
Outlook can.
Word = AbiWord, a fully functioning word-processing programme.
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Magnús Sveinn Helgason is a historian. He most recently authored
addendum five to the SIC Report, and is currently working on a book
about 'financial bubbles'.

Finance | Bubbles

Playing The Game Of ‘This Time It’s Different’
How Iceland almost became ‘a global finance centre’—ha ha ha

It is curious, when one considers
how obvious it now seems that the
Icelandic financial miracle was a
giant bubble, that this idea has really not received any attention from
academic economists. In fact there
are no academic studies that address the question whether or not
the Icelandic financial miracle was
a bubble—or if it was, when it became one. This is all the stranger
because of the centrality of finance
in the Icelandic economy during
the past decade—one would have
assumed that Icelandic economists
would have taken up this question.
After all, it is one of the reoccurring
themes of financial economics and
financial history.
Perhaps all the economists were too
busy engineering derivatives or working at complex deals for the banks to
spend time on idle research? Perhaps
the question didn‘t seem important?
Perhaps the answer was too obvious and the existence of a bubble too
glaring to warrant any research? Why
spend time studying something and
proving the existence of something that
is apparent to any casual observer?
Or, perhaps, the question was too
controversial. After all, it might have
caused a bit of alarm had an Icelandic
economist—as opposed to some foreigner “who doesn’t understand Iceland and the Icelandic economy”—had
pointed out the obvious: That the ‘financial miracle’ was nothing more than
a bubble.
Whatever the reason, this is a
strange omission in Icelandic economics scholarship. An omission that probably tells us something about the state
of the economics profession in Iceland.
A BUBBLE OF HISTORICAL PROPORTIONS
One measurement of bubbles is the
size of the price increases while the
bubble is inflating, and then the size of
the fall as it comes crashing down. If
we employ these measures the Icelandic financial bubble does, in fact, seem
rather enormous. During the great bull
market of the 1920s, between 1921 and
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and politicians were particularly fond
was unforeseeable and the information
September of ’29, the Dow Jones index
about these changing underlying fun- of pointing to the foreign investments
rose by 490%. In the internet bubble of
of the banks and allied Icelandic busithe ‘90s, NASDAQ gained an impres- damentals arrived very suddenly.
ness Vikings as proof of this explosive
How would one go about making
sive 570% between 1995 and March
energy.
2000. The Icelandic Financial Miracle, this argument? Well, one simply goes
During the earliest phases of the
back to the boosters of the bubble and
however, outdid both, as the Icelandic
Icelandic asset bubble, rising prices
market grew by a staggering 680% be- assumes their arguments were corwere explained with increased effitween 2002 and July 2007, when the rect—or rather, that there was no way to
ciency due to mergers
market peaked.
and restructuring of
The Icelandic crash
existing firms made poswas similarly spectacu- “When the internet bubble burst, NASDAQ dropped by
sible by the creation of
lar. When the internet 78% in two and a half years, between March 2000 and
bubble burst, NASDAQ
October 2002. In the ‘Great Crash’ of ’29—which actually a stock market and the
transformation of the
dropped by 78% in two
lasted for nearly three years, between September 1929 and banking system. When
and a half years, bethe opportunities for
tween March 2000 and July 1932—the Dow Jones lost 91% of its value. During
mergers and takeovers
October 2002. In the the Icelandic crash, which lasted a little over a year, the
in Iceland had dwindled
‘Great Crash’ of ’29— Icelandic market lost 95% of its value. That is actually a
and the banks and busiwhich actually lasted for
world record for a stock market crash!”
ness Vikings had turned
nearly three years, betheir eyes outward, the
tween September 1929
and July 1932—the Dow Jones lost 91% know, at the time, that they were any- rising stock prices were explained by
of its value. During the Icelandic crash, thing but rock solid. Financial econo- the potential and profitability of foreign
mists can also use all kinds of statisti- expansion.
which lasted a little over a year, the IceAt first glance this reasoning
cal tools to show that market indicators
landic market lost 95% of its value. This
seemed, and still seems, pretty conwere all ‘normal,’ that even the most
is actually a world record for a stock
vincing.
advanced statistical tools could not
market crash!
So, it was no ordinary bubble. It was have predicted the collapse and so on
CIRCULAR LOGIC
and so forth. But since we don’t have
a bubble of historical proportions. The
The rule of thumb measures used to
only viable alternative is that ‘some- such statistical tools at hand, and since
judge stock prices similarly appeared
thing remarkable’ happened in Ice- such statistical exercises are dreadfully
to justify higher prices. The price-earnland around the turn of the century, boring anyway, I suggest we explore
ings ratios of the Icelandic market were
the former route, assuming that people
something so amazing that it suddenly
relatively low in international comparimade Icelandic assets far more valu- were right when they observed the
bubble inflating, proclaiming to them- son, leading Kaupþing to suggest in
able than they had been, triggering a
April 2007 that market valuations were
680% ‘price correction,’ only to be fol- selves, “this time it’s different.”
relatively low in international comparilowed by another equally drastic 95%
son (a price-earnings ratio, or a P/E
HOW WAS IT DIFFERENT?
‘price correction,’ caused by a sudden
unforeseeable change in the underly- Just as in all other cases of irrational ratio, is the number of years of current
profits it would take a company to jusexuberance, those who claimed things
ing fundamentals.
tify its market price). The P/E ratios of
were somehow different could, at the
the investment companies which domitime, point to some pretty compelling
HOW TO DENY A BUBBLE
This latter scenario would be the basic arguments to bolster their case. All epi- nated the Icelandic stock market and
sodes financial historians have identi- which led the ballooning asset bubble
model of any paper that followed the
‘efficient market hypothesis,’ the idea fied as bubbles begin as reasonable appeared especially reasonable. In July
2007, the price-earning ratio of FLprice increases, a strong bull market,
that market participants are rational
based on some sound fundamentals, Group was 9,4—which is not at all that
and that stock markets are efficient—
outrageous—the historical average P/E
that they always incorporate all avail- a price correction triggered by some
able information, making prices a cor- dramatic economic change which justi- ratio of firms in the S&P 500, a broad
measure of the US stock market, was
fies increased optimism. At some point,
rect reflection of underlying economic
realities. The rise could not have been however, prices simply lose their moor- around 15.
Since the P in the P/E ratio was asings to these underlying fundamentals
caused by the madness of crowds, an
and start heading toward the strato- tronomically high (the market value of
irrational exuberance of investors who
FL Group was over 400 billion ISK in
were picking and choosing what infor- sphere.
The Icelandic economy had under- July 2007, or some 6,7 billion dollars.
mation to act on, over-hyping positive
To put that in perspective—Twitter was
news and ignoring warning signs. No, gone a dramatic transformation in the
recently valued at 7 billion dollars), the
if prices rise spectacularly, it must be 1990s, due in part to massive free market reforms. At the same time all cur- P/E ratio could only be reasonable if the
because the underlying fundamentals
E of the equation was equally high. And
rency controls had been lifted, opening
warrant such a rise. When they fall, it
of course it was—all these firms were
is because the underlying fundamen- the financial system up to global markets. All of this seemed to have un- making record profits. The profit of FL
tals have changed. And if the fall is very
leashed tremendous energy—pundits Group during the first six months of
sudden, it must be because the change

2007 was 23 billion ISK. But since assets were booked at their current market price, rising asset prices showed
up as profits on the books, meaning
the massive profits of these companies were largely the result of a rising
market, which in turn generated even
larger profits.
This circular logic was constantly
used to justify ever higher prices, and
surprisingly few people pointed out
how absurd this really was. A editorial in the business section of Morgunblaðið made a note of this in July 2004,
remarking that this logic was made
worse by the cross-ownership of financial firms and that it could work both
ways: a drop in stock prices would lead
to a chain reaction of losses and falling
prices.
But the market apparently shrugged
off these concerns. And, strangely
enough, nobody made any attempt to
explain why exactly it was reasonable
to expect FL Group or any of these
companies to maintain astronomical
profits for a decade. Especially since
such profits could only be maintained
if asset prices continued their upward
march unstopped, it seems odd to assume that they would continue to grow
at the same rate as they had.
How on Earth was this supposed
to work? The absurdity of these expectations is especially glaring when
we consider the banks. Their stock
prices rose by 444% (Glitnir), 536%
(Landsbankinn) and 661% (Kaupþing)
between January 2004 and July 2007,
thanks to handsome profits caused
by profitable investment banking operations at home and abroad. But their
high stock prices could only be justified if they continued to grow. And
who could seriously expect the banks
to continue to expand their balance
sheets? Between 2004 and 2007 the
banks grew their books sevenfold—at
the end of 2007, their assets were 870%
of Iceland’s GDP. The FDIC, which regulates deposit institutions in the US,
considers annual growth that exceeds
25% a red flag—indicating that the institution in question has taken on too
much risk. The Icelandic banks would
have raised a whole lot of red flags at
the FDIC.

Continues on page 44

Vatnajökull
Glacier Directly
from Reykjavík!
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Included is transportation from Reykjavik to
Vatnajökull and return same evening, plus
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SECRET FUN PRIZETIME WHOO!
If you happen to spot this, and you are among the first five to email us at letters@grapevine.is with the subject
"I HEART CUT/COPY" we'll give you a ticket to Wednesday's Cut/Copy show at NASA! FANCY THAT!

Computers | For kids, you know!

News | Iceland in the International Eye: July

Nappies And Bytes

Dem Pesky Foreign
Spin-Doctors

They are teaching computer programming to kids now! WHAT!?!

First off, a few tidbits of unexplored Iceland trivia for
you. In the scheme of Europe, with 103.000 square
kilometres, Iceland is not a tiny island
in the middle of the North Atlantic. Iceland, is, in fact:
 more than double the size of Switzerland;
 around 25% larger than Ireland;
 nearly ten times larger than little
Holland;
 and—get this—almost as large as
England, with her 130.395 square
kilometres.
That’s right: England is only 26,2%
larger than Iceland!
Of course this is land-mass-swaggering; we all know that Iceland’s
population is smaller than most European countries. Yet it may surprise you
to know that according to the recently
released IMF 2011 Outlook Report,
Iceland still fares well with GDP purchasing parity per capita, coming in at
number 16 worldwide—ahead of the
UK, Germany, France, Spain and Italy.
So what’s all the fuss about then?
As we’ve come to notice, quite frequently the foreign media portrays Iceland as a piddly little dot in the North
Atlantic, once home to one of the most
successful economies on earth, now
home to a handful of quirky knitters,
farmers and fisherman.
And yes, Iceland is an island nation,
but only in such a way that Ireland,
Britain, or Greenland are island nations.
The thing is, Iceland is still far from
the rest of Europe. Some of you who live
in Europe may have noticed that unless
there’s some kind of volcanic eruption,
Iceland doesn’t even figure on European TV stations’ weather reports. As far
as BBC Weather is concerned, Iceland
isn’t even on the European map.
A myth perpetuates because it
sounds romantic and mysterious, and
because the Kunois and Hapag Lloyds
of this world sell Iceland as a forbidden, unexplored land. Fact of the matter is, Iceland needs tourism to survive.
For big tour operators, it pays to make
Iceland the wacky, mysterious volcanic
‘Wunderland.’

When picturing a ‘computer programmer’ we tend to imagine a
smart, nerdy type spending his days
and nights in the university library,
studying books that are almost unreadable for the rest of us mortals.
But is it possible to teach children how
to programme in C++ or Java the same
way they learn English at school?
Children have a strong capacity for acquiring new knowledge. Have you ever
seen a child learning a language or to play
an instrument? Compared to adults, their
learning pace is incredibly fast.
So, why don’t we take advantage of this
and start teaching them to programme in
early childhood. That is what Laufey Dís
Ragnarsdóttir and Rakel Sölvadóttir—
computer scientists and psychologists at
the Reykjavík University—thought and
gave rise to ‘Children In The Land of
Computer Games,’ a project that recently
won the “Seed of the year 2011” entrepreneurial award from Reykjavík University.
Now in the process of setting up a
research project to measure the effects
of programming education on children,
Laufey took time to answer some questions about this fascinating project.
What got you started?
We are two software engineers who decided to change directions and study
psychology at Reykjavík University in the
fall of 2009. Last year we were assigned
to make an experiment in developmental psychology, and we decided to try to
teach our children programming. We
concluded that children as young as six
years old are ready to learn how to programme. This also opened our eyes to
the fact that nowadays we have great programming environments out there. This
further enhances children’s interest and
motivation to learn about programming.
The assumed problem with previous
attempts to teach children programming
was firstly that programming languages
were too complicated, secondly the assignments where uninteresting (e.g.
drawing lines or computing two numbers) and thirdly that children didn’t get
enough support and knowledge. With today’s technology, the first two obstacles
are no longer a problem.

PROGRAMMING AS SECOND
LANGUAGE
Isn't it a very specific thing to teach programming to young children... it sounds
more like a subject of a bachelor in computing?
The power of programming is not just
for software engineers. If you are going
to be a doctor, journalist or psychologist
for example you need to know what technology can do for you and how you can
use it. You need to understand technology
to be able to use it for your own benefit
whatever line of work your heart leads you.

“Teaching children
how to programme
enhances their
logical thinking...”
Do you believe that programming should
be like learning a second language at
school, like English or Spanish?
Of course. All children should be able to
write as well as to read. Programming is
just like English, Spanish or Icelandic—
you need to be able to read and write.
Children today are getting to be specialists in reading computers, but to be able
to understand technology you need to be
able to write it as well.
What do you believe will be the consequences/benefits for the education system? And for children?
Studies have shown that teaching children how to programme enhances their
logical thinking and their ability to solve
problems. There will also be a benefit in
the long run for our community. Hopefully more girls will choose the technology field as their career and for others
that don’t choose the technology field it
can widen their opportunity in whatever
career they choose.
SYNTAX ERROR
Programming seems to be a complex
subject for young children: What programming language do they learn under
your plan?

Learning a new language comes native
to children. A programming language
is just a new language, specifically for
communication between a man and a
computer. This skill that children have
in learning a new language starts to
diminish after twelve years of age. Our
research showed that children at the age
six and nine are well capable of learning
how to programme and show great interest. We should use this talent and have
all children learn how to programme.
Nowadays there are several programming environments that simplify the
first step of programming. This summer we are going to host a programming
course for children aged seven to eleven.
Children that attend the course learn to
programme using the Alice 2.2 environment. Alice is an innovative 3D programming environment that makes it easy to
create an animation for telling a story,
playing an interactive game, or a video
to share on the web. Alice is a free environment and especially designed to be
a children’s first exposure to programming, and it has an interactive interface.
Children can drag and drop graphic
tiles to create a programme. Alice allows
children to immediately see how their
animation programs run, enabling them
to easily understand the relationship between the programming statements and
the behaviour of objects in their animation. And for the computer programmers
reading this article, this includes object
oriented thinking: statements, events,
problem anticipation, all without daunting syntax errors.
Could you explain your method of teaching programming to children?
We will use a couple of methods to
teach the children how to programme.
For example, we will teach the children
to use mind maps and flowcharts, this
is to help the children to plan their programme. We will not just sit in front of
the computer all the time, but also go
outdoors and play games like orienteering. We think that outdoor play and all
other playing is also important while you
learn how to programme.
JOSÉ ÁNGEL HERNÁNDEZ
JULIA STAPLES

Jaded eyes tell no lies?
And how do foreign journalists perpetuate this myth? Well here at the Grapevine, among others, we’ve tackled the
New Yorker, Harpers and the New York
Times Magazine. Let’s have a gander at
how Philip Reeves, NPR’s ‘Arctic-correspondent’ portrays Iceland in his recent blog post for NPR: “Iceland: Land
of Stark Beauty And, Lately, A Run of
Bad Luck.”
At first, quoting a passage from
Grapevine’s last letters page, Philip
tries his best to distance himself from

SUPER JEEP & SNOWMOBILE TOURS
0RXQWDLQHHUVRI,FHODQG6N~WXYRJXU(5H\NMDYtN,FHODQG
7HOHSKRQH,FH#PRXQWDLQHHUVLVZZZPRXQWDLQHHUVLVZZZDFWLYLW\LV

what he says the Grapevine calls lazy
journalism, but notes that despite first
impressions often lacking nuance or
being plain wrong, they also “can provide a refreshing snapshot of a place.
Taken before the eye becomes jaded.”
What in hell’s teeth is he talking
about? Before the eye becomes jaded?
Is he saying that there’s more objectivity in a one-night-stand than a tenyear marriage? Hmm, maybe he has
something there.
OK, so Reeves does the obvious bit
about the luminous blue pools and the
stark, volcanic lunar landscape—as one
does as a foreign journalist landing in
Iceland for the first time. He mentions
the lack of trains and notes that Reykjavík has an ‘Enid Blyton’ toy-town look
with its houses “painted in bright primary colors.”
And then, of course, since it’s midsummer, he finds everyone sipping
brewskis in their shades in outdoor
cafes and bars—even in the late hours
of the evening. He can’t resist slipping
in the fact that the ‘nutty’ Icelandic
government is considering passing a
bill for selling cigarettes on a prescription only basis. Sipping a beer all by
his lonesome, he notes: “Judging by
the crowd sitting outside on this summery evening, the doctors will be pretty
busy.” What he may not realise, is that
more than half of these folks are probably tourists.
Philip says bars in Reykjavík, celebrating the evening hours, light candles in ritual preparation of a night that
never arrives. You can’t help but feeling
the tongue in his cheek, as if Icelanders
are about to call out the spirits of Óðinn
and Freyja.
Where is that pagan dance going
down, anyway?
Something’s missing?
As we read on, we are once again not
surprised to find that Reykjavík is a
brief lay-over, on Reeves’ way to Nuuk,
Greenland. And he says that although
he was hoping to have a nibble on a bit
of smoked puffin or hákarl, he finally
ends up in a [sigh] Asian noodle bar.
What he should have known, of course,
is that hákarl is available in many restaurants and supermarkets in Reykjavík...
Now, compared to others, Philip’s
little piece is balanced, and moderately
boring, yet, it still smacks of wry irony.
It’s as if nothing can really be taken too
seriously in this medium-sized nation
in the middle of the Atlantic.
You tell me. Is half of the media hullabaloo the spawn of foreign spin-doctors? Or, is there something missing in
the marketing mix?
MARC VINCENZ

ÍSLENSKA SIA.IS CIN 55573 06.2011
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Our friend Skari took these awesome shots at last weekend's 'Besta Útihátíðin' bash, which featured a comeback performance by
Quarashi! Also, rumours are rife that a festivalgoing 'dwarf' went down on some girl in plain view at a Hella restaurant that weekend.
Ah, Icelandic summer festivals and their lacksadaisical attitudes towards sex and underage drinking...

Festival| Madness

FUN TIMES AT A 'BESTA ÚTIHÁTÍÐIN'!!!

-

Photos by Skari
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Egill Helgason is journalist, political commentator, blogger and the
host of Iceland's only literary TV show, as well as Iceland's premiere
political talk show.

Reykjavík | City planning

Will 101 Reykjavík Ever Reclaim Its River?
Lækjargata, Tjörnin and ‘the elite’s school’ examined...

Lækjargata is one of the
main streets of downtown
Reykjavík, lying alongside
Reykjavík’s pond, Tjörnin,
through the centre of town
and towards the new concert house
Harpan. Not everyone is aware of
the fact that a small river—or brook—
runs under Lækjargata, and it is
from that river that the street takes
its name (“River road”). The river
was closed in 1911, partly because it
smelled badly. But it still flows under
the street. Now, ideas have been put
forward to open it up again.
THE STINKING PATH
In the beginning of the 20th century,
Reykjavík still had open sewers where
excrement and other unpleasantries
flowed freely. Much of this ended in
the river, and the smell was sometimes
awful. Because of this, Lækjargata was
sometimes referred to as "the stinking path." At this time, water was still
pumped out of wells in the town and
sometimes there were instances of typhus. Water carriers, mostly old people
in rags, such as the fabled character ‘Sæfinnur of the sixteen shoes,’ were considered to be the lowest class of people
in the town.
There were also instances of people
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Photo

Lækjargata 2-14, 1907-1912
Lækjargata 2-14, 2011 / Julia Staples

falling into the river and even drowning,
many of course while drunk. As often
before and after, drink was a scourge in
Iceland—and one of the current arguments against reopening the river is that
it may put drunken people in peril.
SAILING FROM TJÖRNIN
TO THE OCEAN
But there are also happier memories.
One of them is a description in ‘Gvendur Jóns,’ a wonderful children’s book
recounting the experiences of a group of
boys trying to sail on a boat from Tjörnin
to the sea, hiding under the small bridges so they wouldn’t be stopped. The book
was written by a very interesting man,
Hendrik Ottósson. Born in 1897, he
became a fervent socialist when he was
young. He went to Moscow for a Komintern assembly as early as 1919, meeting
many of the luminaries of the communist movement.
But when Stalinism took over he was
not considered reliable enough. He married a Jewish fugitive to save her from
the Nazis, and when the British forces
occupied Iceland in 1940 he volunteered
to work for them as an intelligence agent
despite his communist past—this was
the time of the Hitler/Stalin pact—such
was his loathing of Nazism.
Hendrik Ottósson’s books about the
exploits of a group of boys in the western
part of Reykjavík and around the harbor
in the first years of the 20th century are
classics—but sadly they are a bit forgotten.
THE ELITE’S SCHOOL
The most famous building in Lækjargata
is the old Reykjavík college. The school
claims that its origins lie as far back as

1056, when a school was established at
the bishop’s seat in Skálholt. It was moved
to Reykjavík in 1786 and its present building was built in 1846. The school was formerly referred to as The Latin School, but
know it is called Menntaskólinn í Reykjavík—or simply MR. Now it is just a normal junior college, a school among other
schools, but for a long time it used to be
the place where the country’s elite got its
education—and its self image. Most of
the prime ministers and presidents of
Iceland studied there. There has always
been a certain element of snobbishness
surrounding MR—and there are instances of men never really graduating from it.
Among its students are two Nobel
Prize winners, although neither of them
can be considered a model pupil. One is
Niels Finsen, a Faeroese/Danish physician who received the prize for medicine
in 1903. He was by no means an outstanding student. The other is Halldór K.
Laxness who got the Nobel Prize in literature in 1955. Indeed, Laxness was a drop
out—he left the school at age seventeen,
never to return.
THE SPRING OF NATIONS
There are famous episodes in the history
of the building. The most quoted is a
meeting between the newly resurrected
parliament and the Danish authorities
in 1851, when the Icelanders, led by independence hero Jón Sigurðsson, revolted,
shouting: "We all protest!"
Another incident was influenced by
the revolutionary movements in Europe
in 1848, known in some countries as the
Spring of Nations. This episode is generally referred to as the pereat. The school
authorities wanted to force the students
to join an abstinence club. They consid-

ered this an infringement on their personal freedom and reacted by shouting
the latin word "pereat"—perish—at the
schoolmaster, Sveinbjörn Egilsson. He
retired after the incident and died not
long after. Otherwise Sveinbjörn was a
gentle humanist, much admired, who
translated the Iliad and the Odyssey into
beautiful Icelandic—the translations are
considered to be absolute gems—as well
as writing lovely children’s poems that
are still recited.
It is an irony that Steingrímur Thorsteinsson, one of the leaders of the
pereat, who promptly got kicked out of
school, later became a schoolmaster of
MR himself—as well as being a poet and
a translator of Shakespeare and the ‘One
Thousand And One Nights’ anthology.
BAKER’S HILL TURNS INTO
‘FLEECE STREET’
A little north of MR you will find a row
of old houses, generally referred to as
Bernhöftstorfan, named after the bakery of Bernhöft that once stood on the
corner. At that time Bankastræti (“Bank
Street”), which runs down the hill to
Lækjargata, was named Bakarabrekka
(“Baker’s Hill”). Now it is jokingly referred to as ‘Fleece Street’ due to the
numerous shops selling outdoor clothing for tourists that have sprung up in
the last years. After the collapse of 2008,
fleece is more popular in Iceland than
the hated banks.
The houses in the Bernhöftstorfa are
some of the oldest ones in Reykjavík,
built in an old Scandinavian style. For a
long time the city authorities wanted to
remove all that remained of old Reykjavík, and there were plans to tear down

Summer 15 May - 30 September
6WLU
Winter 1 October - 14 May
6WLU

these houses and build a modernist
structure instead. It was not until the
late 1970s that the houses were finally
saved and rebuilt, after protests, led by
(among others) Vigdís Finnbogadóttir,
who later became President of Iceland.
THE WALL AND THE FATHER-INLAW OF EUROPE
If you cross Bankastræti towards the
north you will find a rather small but
dignified house, built in a very Danish
style. This is the office of the Prime Minister, and its current resident is Social
Democrat Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir. The
house was built in 1759, originally as a
prison, commonly referred to as Múrinn
(“The Wall”). At that time most Icelandic criminals—those who were not executed—were sent to do hard labour at
the Bremerholm Prison in Copenhagen.
The house later became the seat of the
Danish governor. It was there that the
sovereignty of Iceland was proclaimed
on December 1, 1918, a rather sombre
day, for the Spanish influenza had ravaged the town, killing a lot of people.
There are two statues in front of the
house. One is of Hannes Hafstein, the
first Icelandic Prime Minister, and there
is also a statue of a man with something
in his hand. Some children think it
might be a gun, to others it seems like
a rolled up newspaper. But, no, this is
the Danish king, Christian IX, handing
the first constitution to Iceland in 1874,
on the thousand year anniversary of the
settlement of the country. "With a scroll
of freedom in his fatherly hand," as it says
Continues on page 44
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More information can be found at:
Manchester International Festival: www. mif.co.uk
Björk: www.bjork.com
Biophilia is coming to Harpa, Reykjavík for six shows in October as part of Iceland Airwaves. Tix at www.midi.is

This is an article about 'Future Shorts
ONE Reykjavík' by its organiser. Oh yeah.

Opinion | Music

Art | Films

Learning To Löve Björk

THE BEATS OF CINEMA

The ‘Biophilia’ show involves outlandish contraptions,
preposterous wigs and some really great music

Future Shorts ONE has come to Reykjavík and wants to kick up a storm in the
world of performance, art, cinema and
nights out with the people of this city. It
aims to be a monthly film event with a
difference. Read on to learn more.

I have always admired Björk. That’s never
been the problem. Björk has constantly
caught my admiration, but somehow adoration—even enjoyment—has been out
of grasp. It’s with some trepidation, then,
that I find myself at a world premiere
of her new Biophilia show, performed
as part of the Manchester International
Festival. This performance starts at four
on a Sunday afternoon, a time usually reserved for sleeping after a glutinous Sunday lunch, and a time that would surely
never be deemed acceptable in Reykjavík.
Even more out of the ordinary is the location and configuration of the event.
Staged in a former Victorian market hall,
Björk performs to an intimate audience
of 1.800 from a stage set in the centre
of the floor, flanked on each of the four
sides by her fans. The audience is separated from the stage by only museumstyle roping. Dotted around the stage are
a percussionist, an electronic artist and
instruments that Björk has specially created for ‘Biophilia,’ such as a digital pipe
organ controlled through an iPad, four
gravitational pendulum harps, a ‘sharpsichord‘ (me neither!), and a ‘gameleste’—
the love child of a gamelan and a celeste,
of course.
WOW!
As grand entrances go, it’s astonishing.
Accompanied by a 24-piece, all-female
Icelandic choir, Björk enters wearing
a preposterous outsized orange wig,
reminiscent of a cartoon dog, and a heavily ruffled blue dress. Starting with new
song ‘Thunderbolt,’ a caged Tesla coil is
lowered from the ceiling. Purple/white
forks of lightning fizzle and crack. Björk
lets rip with that voice. The audience cannot help but take notice.

‘Biophilia’ is billed as a multimedia
project and will involve music, apps, internet, installations, an educational arm
and, of course, live shows. The album is
to be released as a series of interactive
iPad apps, and will be the first of its kind.
A surprise voiceover from a breathy David Attenborough informs me that ‘Biophilia’ is a ‘love of life’ and the subsequent
study of the relationship between nature,
music and technology. It might well be,
but I start to worry more about the fragile
relationship between artist and audience.
FALLING FLAT, GETTING UP
Some of the new songs fall strangely flat,
in spite of the concept and ideas behind
them. ‘Moon’ based on lunar phases,
fails to ignite, as do ‘Dark Matters’ and
‘Hollow.’ ‘Virus’ is pulled through by its
projections of evil, humanised biological
battles on the hexagonal bank of screens
above the stage.
It’s the older, more familiar songs that
begin to connect Björk to her audience.
‘Hidden Place’ positively lights up the
room with joyful singing from the choir
and graphic, colourful images (a seal is
consumed by star fish on the sea floor).
‘Isobel’ also benefits from the choirs’
presence, fusing some of Björk's often
cold beats and stark verses with a genuine
depth and warmth.
Iceland is never far from Biophilia.
In ‘Mutual Core,’ a song about tectonic
plates, images start from a widescreen
view of Þingvellir before panning out to
show a globe criss-crossed with glowing
lines of plates and fissures. ‘Crystalline’
with its dance roots and surprise drum
and bass ending is a crowd pleaser. It’s
not hard to imagine it blasting from a
Reykjavík club.

“We tried this place
purely on the back
of its excellent
review on
Tripadvisor
and weren’t
disappointed. “

YET ANOTHER CONVERSION IS
MADE
Björk patrols the stage, ensuring that everyone feels included and involved. It’s a
strategy that works; Björk in a fearsome
wig, standing all of two metres away
from you, and looking straight into your
eyeballs really does get the heart beating.
But it’s the choir that I really enjoyed;
sometimes choreographed in bizarre
square dance formations and dressed in
sparkled blue and gold outfits, they add
a touch of humanity to proceedings to
counterbalance Björk's often esoteric concepts, and cold contraptions. I’m told that
afterwards they are performing in central
Manchester; I feel genuinely sorry that I
won’t be able to make it, and even more so
when I’m told they were excellent singing
in the late evening sunlight.
Björk returns for an encore. She starts
with ‘One Day’ from her Debut album.
Sung only with her percussionist for
company, he plays what appears to be
a set of upside down woks, apparently
called a ‘hang.’ The effect is simple, sublime, and sensational. It is followed by a
magical ‘Jóga’—including the now much
admired choir—and ends with a celebratory ‘Declare Independence.’
I’m not sure of the ‘Biophilia’ concept, the newfangled instruments or the
clear desire to be the ‘future of music’.
Maybe Björk should keep things simple.
It seems that this is where she is at her
best. It’s those moments of this extraordinary show that will stay with me for a
long time to come. I leave converted.

EDWARD HANCOX
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WTF IS A ‘FUTURE SHORTS’?
Future Shorts has for the past eight years
strived to build a new audience for film
across the globe, developing a growing
platform for makers of short film that
would allows millions of people worldwide to experience and engage with their
work. The aim is to bring short film to
the masses, developing its full commercial potential.
Future Shorts has grown to be the largest
worldwide short films network building
the biggest independent community—
both online with social networks and at
live events such as the acclaimed ‘Secret
Cinema’ productions in the UK. It is a
‘living’ cinema, one that survives by the
beat of the audience, following completely
in the belief in the social element of film
as an experience and communicator unrestricted by geography, status or wealth.
Future Shorts has now gone on to create ONE, a monthly global film festival,
a film event that takes place simultaneously in an international network of over
fifty cities, screening the same monthly
collection of short films. The films are
selected on a global scale, alongside live
music, performance, design and much
more—creating an immersive environment; a celebration of creativity, culture
and community.
With these events, ONE upholds the
belief that anyone, anywhere should have
the opportunity to watch these short
films, previously only seen by an elite few
at film festivals. The aim is to tear these
boundaries to shreds and make good
quality shorts to an entire global network.
WTF is a ‘Future Shorts ONE Reykjavík’,
then?
ONE has been brought to Reykjavík
with the aim of creating a local platform
for a global communication. Not only is
this dialogue meant to serve spectators

and voyeurs of short film, but also as a
global stage for all of the creative people
involved in the nights; actors, musicians,
artists, DJs, designers, directors, photographers and filmmakers. A stage on
which their work and performances can
be shared and seen by the ONE audiences
around the world, where they can professionally develop a dialogue with other
countries and represent the creative and
artistic world of their country.
The idea with each monthly event is to
create a bubble, an existing little world
formed and created to alter the reality of
a space, for instance an airport departure
lounge. You could say that an alternate reality is formed. In this world you can find
musicians and bands that within this
reality may be extraordinarily famous,
or they may be homeless buskers on the
street, the possibilities are as endless as
your imagination.
Essentially the aim of these events in
Reykjavík is to heighten the imagination
of the spectator to a hyperreality, where
they can become an instigator, communicator and actor; a space in which the
boundaries of the performer and the audience is blurred to such a level that it is
lost entirely...
WHEN IS ONE REYKJAVÍK?
The next ONE event is taking place on
Saturday July 23 at Bar 46, Hverfisgata
46 from 21:00 till late. 1.500 ISK entry
fee (drink included.
And in what world will you find yourself?
Our latest ONE will be a collaborative
event with the Lindy Ravers of Reykjavík,
a 1940s WW2 Britain Summer Ball Blitz.
Expect to see people flying around the
dance floor, plenty of men in fine uniforms, women with perfect pin curls in
their hair, American service men, black
market traders, traditional games and
play.
Live music by Lily and Blue Boys, interactive performances and music from DJGun.
JESSICA ROSE

A genuine Nordic 3 course feast
starting from 4.900,-
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What a bummer about the Geirfugl, huh. Let's try and not eradicate
species from our planet ever again, shall we?
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Birds | Extinction :(

The Many Mindless Murders Of The Great Auk
Let's blow the whistle on this bird's true killer...but who is that exactly?

Do you remember the story of the
Great Auk, or as Icelanders like to
call it, the geirfugl? The history of
this extinct bird is staple curriculum in Icelandic schools, probably
because three Icelanders killed the
very last mating pair about 170
years ago. However, "the history of
the Great Auk has faded away" in
Iceland, says Kristinn Haukur Skarphéðinsson, wildlife ecologist at the
Icelandic Institute of Natural History. Though at first, he says, "nobody
knew they were killing the last auk,"
as soon as the truth of the matter revealed itself, Icelanders had to carry
the burden of a "collective guilt that
we did the Great Auk in."

Words
Vanessa Schipani
Illustration
Steingrímur Gauti Ingólfsson

But we have been massacring this poor,
clumsy bird before humans were technically humans. Yes, believe it, Neanderthals hunted Great Auks over 100.000
years ago. And a whole lot of death occurred between then and that notable
day of July 3, 1844 when the book of
Great Auk was slammed shut. So who
should really be held responsible for the
extinction of the Great Auk? How much
of the blame should Icelanders carry on
their shoulders? Could the bird itself
take some of it? Maybe just a little?
POINTING FINGERS, IF ONLY LITTLE
ONES
The Great Auk, in some ways, had it
coming. Living in the wilds of the North
Atlantic and having a picky disposition when selecting breeding grounds
is akin to accepting only foie gras for
dinner during the Irish potato famine.
Great Auks would only breed on rocky,
remote islands near easily accessible
food sources. They'd settle with no less

MILLENNIUM – Icelandic art through the ages.
Phase one. Starts 23 June.

EXHIBITIONS - GUIDED TOURS
CAFETERIA - CULTURE SHOP

than islands with sloping shorelines,
which gave the birds easy access to the
ocean, where they spent the majority of
their time.
The birds were excellent swimmers,
but their ability to traverse land resembled a drunken Icelander on a weekend
night in Reykjavík. Just as easily as you

BUT IT'S NOT OKAY
Though the Great Auk made it super
easy for us to wipe them out, it doesn't
exactly warrant our overexploitation.
Yeah, you could probably make a living
out of mugging old ladies on the street,
but the ease of it doesn't make it morally acceptable (unless they're giving you
sass about your haircut, or something).
Frankly, when pillows become more valued than the survival of a species, it's
hard not to wonder whether humanity
had its priorities straight.
Starting in the eighth century, Great
Auks were hunted in droves for their
feathers. By the mid-sixteenth century,
the breeding colonies along the European boundary of the Atlantic were almost completely wiped out by humans
smitten with selling the luxury of down
pillows. Finally by 1775, the Brits banned
the killing of auks for their feathers and
eggs, though the birds could still legally
be killed for bait and food. This was one
of the first environmental laws, which,
in many people's eyes, made the Great
Auk the "emblem for extinct birds," says
Kristinn.
Though the severity of public flogging, the punishment for killing an auk
for feathers, was discouraging, anyone
with minimal intelligence could deduce
an easy way out of publicized embarrassment and torture: say you're hunting the
auk for bait (“Yes, officer, it was only a
cigarette, I swear.”), and save the feathers as a keepsake of your trials and tribulations at sea.
But anything that's worse than reckless overindulgence in life, is reckless
overindulgence in death. In a grave
near Port of Choix, Newfoundland that
dates back to around 2.000 B.C., archaeologists found a person buried in a suit

“Frankly, when pillows become more valued than
the survival of a species, it's hard not to wonder
whether humanity had its priorities straight”
could net a hipster leaving Bakkus at
5am on a Saturday, you could casually
stroll up to a geirfugl, put 'em in a bag
and eat 'em for dinner with some potatoes (the bird, not the hipster). For some
strange reason, these animals didn’t
have an innate fear of humans, which
many cultures took advantage of for
thousands of years, including the Maritime Archaic people of Newfoundland
and Saqqaq Inuits of Greenland.

made of more than 200 Great Auk skins,
the heads left on for extra bling.
THE BEGINNING OF THE END
Nothing really tops the way the last Great
Auk of the British Isles was killed. Sorry
Icelanders, you didn't win the barbarian
award this time around. In July of 1840
on the Saint Kilda archipelago in Scotland, three local men caught and killed
the very last Great Auk of the region.

MEDIEVAL MANUSCRIPTS – Eddas and Sagas
The ancient vellums on display.

The Culture House – Þjóðmenningarhúsið
National Centre for Cultural Heritage
Hverfisgata 15 · 101 Reykjavík (City Centre)
Tel: 545 1400 · thjodmenning.is · kultur.is

They tied the bird up and kept it alive for
three days, until a hefty storm loomed
over their islet. Instead of assuming
that the intermingling of warm and cold
air caused the storm (maybe too logical
for the times), the men took the shitty
weather personally, accused the auk of
stirring the skies with witchcraft, and
beat it to death with a stick. The impact
of the slaughter on the storm's cessation
was inconclusive.
By 1835, after centuries of mass annihilation, one colony of about fifty
auks remained on Eldey, an island off
the coast of Iceland. But when museums and private collectors found out
the Great Auk had become so scarce,
they commissioned any willing body to
hunt down and kill auks for their skins
and eggs to put on display in their collections. The irony of this situation couldn't
possibly have evaded the people of the
time. I'd even bet the sign underneath
the specimens on display in museums
read something like, "Great Auk skin,
RARE bird species of the North Atlantic."
On July 3, 1844, three Icelandic sailors by the names of Sigurður Ísleifsson,
Ketill Ketilsson and Jón Brandsson, travelled to Eldey to collect specimens as requested by Danish natural history collector Carl Siemsen. Jón and Sigurður each
found and killed the male and female of
the last mating auk pair (thought they
didn't know it at the time), but Ketill was
left empty-handed. Poor Ketill, feeling
left out, decided to smash the last auk
pair's egg with his boot. And that was
that.
OVER BEFORE WE STARTED?
In the world of extinction, great emphasis is always put upon the last of a species. The events that take place in the
beginning and middle have less weight
because, by default, the animal's numbers are probably doing alright then.
But ask any conservationist and they
will tell you that when there's only one
lonely couple left of a species, the game
is already over. So Icelanders, yes, you
technically killed the last hope for the
Great Auk, but widen the scope of the
extinction lens and you certainly weren't
alone.

CHILD OF HOPE – Youth and Jón Sigurðsson

Tribute to the leader of the independence movement.

Open daily between 11 am and 5 pm
Free guided tour of THE MEDIEVAL
MANUSCRIPTS weekdays at 3 pm,
except Wednesdays.
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REYKJAVÍK ENERGY IN DEEP WATER
The untold story of geothermal energy in Iceland
By Anna Andersen

Photos by Alísa Kalyanova

Featuring:

Ólafur Ragnar
Grímsson,
President of Iceland

Anna Skúladóttir,
former CFO

Stefán Pálsson,
historian and former
museum curator

Alfreð Þorsteinsson,
first Chairman of the
Board

Overrun by Viking ambition, Reykjavík Energy built headquarters
fit for Darth Vader, expanded ambitiously, dabbled in tiger prawn
farming and flax seed production, went into the fibre optics business, invested in a new geothermal plant, speculated in places
like Djibouti, and finally managed to run itself so completely into
the ground that foreign investors will no longer offer the company
loans.
In hopes of rescuing its multi-utility service company from the
depths of abyss, the city of Reykjavík stepped in this March with
a 12 billion ISK (105 million USD) loan, which is nearly its entire
reserve fund set aside for the company, but still only a fraction of
the company’s massive foreign debt of 200 billion ISK (1.7 billion
USD).
With thousands of captive lifetime subscribers and a means of
producing energy at very little cost, the company had all the makings of a cash cow. So what happened to Reykjavík Energy, an entity that less than a decade ago was a perfectly viable, municipally
owned company providing the city with basic utilities: cold water,
hot water and electricity?

F

rom the top f loor of Reykjavík Energy headquarters, an expansive
view of Mount Hengill can be observed
on the eastern horizon. The mountain
range forms part of the Mid-Atlantic
Ridge as it cuts through Iceland and
divides the country between the North
American and Eurasian continental
plates. It is one of the most geologically
active areas in the world.
Two thick white clouds of steam can
be seen rising up from the mountain
where Reykjavík Energy operates the
Nesjavellir and Hellisheiði geothermal
power plants. Together the plants provide hot water and electricity to more
than half of Iceland’s population of
318.452.
Over the last half century, Iceland
has successfully established a name
for itself as a world-renowned leader in
the field of geothermal energy, using it
to heat 90% of the country’s buildings
and nearly all 136 swimming pools in
the country. As Iceland’s President Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson said at a geothermal conference last year, “We were very
fortunate that while most of the world
forgot about the geothermal sector, we
had visionaries in Iceland. Not just scientists and technical experts, but also
local councillors in towns and cities
who saw the opportunities in this area.”
The President is well known today
for having travelled the world during
Iceland’s boom years giving laudatory speeches about the nation’s valiant bankers who led the country to
economic prosperity, to the extent that
some have called it cheerleading. However, since the crash he has abandoned
the bankers, and now travels the world
singing songs of praise for Iceland’s
geothermal “visionaries,” who, instead
of the bankers, helped “transform a
country of farmers and fishermen into
one of the most prosperous welfare
economies in the world.”
The story goes, as he told it in Xia-

men, China last year, “In my youth,
over 80% of Iceland’s energy needs
came from fossil fuel, imported coal
and oil. We were a poor nation, primarily of farmers and fishermen, classified
by the UNDP as a developing country
right down to the 1970s. Now, despite
the effects of the present financial crisis, we are among the most prosperous
nations in the world, largely due to the
transformation which made our electricity production and space heating
based 100% on clean energy.”
He emphasises the last point that
Iceland’s geothermal energy business
has served to offset the effects of the
economic crisis: “Yes, indeed,” he said
in Abu Dhabi, Bali, and Shanghai last
year, and again in New York this year,
“geothermal energy has helped Iceland
to survive the recent banking shock
[…].”
While the story that the President
tells about Iceland’s transformation
to geothermal energy is indeed marvellous, and it is true that the cost of
heating and electricity is nowhere in
Europe cheaper, one would have to be
wearing rose-tinted glasses to see Reykjavík’s geothermal energy business
as a saviour in the crisis. Upon closer
inspection it appears that the country’s
largest multi-utility geothermal energy
company, which claims to operate “the
largest and most sophisticated district
heating system in the world,” has only
driven the nation into deeper water.
A FINANCIAL BASKETCASE IS
UNVEILED
When The Best Party came to power in
Reykjavík after the May 2010 elections,
the comedian-turned-Mayor Jón Gnarr
said he was surprised to learn that
Reykjavík Energy was in such a horrible financial state. “I had always had
the impression that it was the wealth
in the city,” he said of the company that

Svandís Svavarsdóttir, Minister for
the Environment
and former Board
member

Kjartan Magnússon,
former Chairman of
the Board

is 94% owned by the city Reykjavík
and exploits what is arguably Iceland’s
greatest resource.
Yet despite the abundance of resources and a steady demand for its
services, Reykjavík Energy managed
to rack up a 233 billion ISK debt (2 billion USD or 1.4 billion Euros), which is
nearly four times the city’s annual budget of 60 billion ISK. What’s more, 200
billion ISK (1.7 billion USD or 1.2 billion Euros) of this debt is in the form of
foreign currency loans, which f luctuate
at the whim of the króna.
“For months I found myself in daily
meetings directly or indirectly related to
Reykjavík Energy,” Jón Gnarr told me,
admitting that it grew very tiresome.
It was around that time, on September 25, 2010 at 11:43 pm, that he wrote
the Facebook status update that would
come back to haunt him in the form of
political ammunition six months later

Jón Gnarr, Mayor of
Reykjavík

Haraldur Flosi Tryggvasson, current
Chairman of the
Board

wouldn’t have been nearly as bad,” he
said. “When the financial crisis hit,
Reykjavík Energy was in a huge expansion period, so it was quite exposed
to the crash, and because loans were
mostly financed in foreign currency,
the company’s debt about doubled overnight.”
The company chose foreign loans
with a favourable interest rate of 1–2%
over domestic loans with an interest
rate of 10–15%. Had the company taken
domestic loans at the higher interest
rate, the debt would not have doubled in
the crash, but it would nonetheless have
been equally large today, Reykjavík Energy PR Manager Eiríkur Hjálmarsson
would later tell me.
While this suggests the company's
massive debt cannot be wholly explained by the crash, Haraldur Flosi
was not interested in pointing any fingers. He admitted that the company

“Reykjavík Energy is bankrupt. The city
is in bad shape and its revenue has decreased.
What should be done? Cut backs? Price
increases? Streamlining? Where and how
much? Meetings, meetings, meetings…”
[our translation]: “Reykjavík Energy is
bankrupt. The city is in bad shape and
its revenue has decreased. What should
be done? Cut backs? Price increases?
Streamlining? Where and how much?
Meetings, meetings, meetings…”
Aiming to clean up the mess, Jón
Gnarr’s team brought in Haraldur
Flosi Tryggvason as Chairman of the
Board and made him a full-time executive director with the gargantuan task
of getting the company back on track.
The initial ‘rescue operations’ included
orchestrating a mass layoff of 65 employees in October 2010 and raising the
price of heating and electricity by 27%
between November 2010 and January
of this year, to little fanfare from citizens and employees alike.
Though the decision to hire Haraldur Flosi was initially criticised because he had been the head attorney at
Lýsing, a company that guaranteed the
now-deemed illegal foreign currency
loans to individuals, he is also one of
the few Chairmen in the history of
Reykjavík Energy to have a background
in business. “We have made an effort to
hire people based on professional training and experience rather than political
affiliation,” Jón Gnarr told me.
In February, Haraldur Flosi had
been noticeably cautious when he explained to me how the company managed to accumulate such colossal debt.
“If the crash had not happened, it

was perhaps over-optimistic in its investments, but yet his explanations
were mostly framed by the economic
crash.
“The biggest problem today is getting financing,” he said. “Foreigners
have become sceptical of the situation
here in Iceland. It’s more difficult to get
access to money and it’s more expensive,” he told me, adding diplomatically,
“but I think it’s the same everywhere.
Many companies abroad are also struggling to adjust to this new reality. This
is in a nutshell what happened.”
Less than one month later, this
problem became more evident. Unable
to secure loans from Deutsche Bank,
Barclays, Citibank, Council of Europe
Development Bank, European Investment Bank and Nordic Investment
Bank, Reykjavík Energy announced on
March 29 that it would be dipping 12
billion ISK deep into the city’s reserve
fund, which had been set aside for a
situation like this.
At the same time, the company announced that it would cease paying the
city its annual 800 plus million ISK in
dividends, it would continue raising
the price of hot water and electricity,
it would lay off another 90 employees,
and it would begin selling off all assets
unrelated to its core business. These
assets include everything from a fibre
optics business to The Pearl, a Reykjavík monument. Russian investors with

Guðmundur
Þóroddsson, first
CEO of Reykjavík
Energy

Haukur Leósson,
former Chairman of
the Board

ties to Ásgeir Þór Davíðsson from the
sleazy Kópavogur strip club Goldfinger
have already made an offer on Perlan,
expressing an interest in turning the
omnipresent monument into a f lashy
casino.
THE BEST PARTY TAKES THE
RAP
Despite the fact the Reykjavík Energy
had been heavily in debt for years, little
had been said about it. “The state of the
company should have been pretty clear
for some time now,” Jón Gnarr told me,
“but for some reason, while Icesave featured heavily in the public discourse,
nobody talked about the state of Reykjavík Energy though the company debt
is four to five times the Icesave debt.”
As soon as news of the emergency
loan from the city broke, however, a
blame game ensued. Fingers were
pointed in all directions, but despite
the fact that The Best Party is the only
political party in Reykjavík that did not
have a hand in running the company
during the decade that it accumulated
its monstrous debt, the fingers pointed
were generally in the direction of Jón
Gnarr and the new Reykjavík Energy
directors.
It started on March 27 with an article on news website Vísir.is blaming
Jón Gnarr and the new directors for
making it difficult for the company to
get its loans refinanced. As seems customary in the Icelandic media, Vísir
based the entire story on an anonymous
source: “According to our sources from
the financial world, getting loans refinanced has not been going well, due to,
among other reasons, comments that
have been made by the directors and
Jón Gnarr.”
Specifically, the article said, according to their sources, investors had
received a translation of one of Jón
Gnarr’s Facebook statuses: “Reykjavík
Energy is bankrupt.” The status, which
has since been deleted (and is quoted
above in its entirety), was posted in
September 2010, six months prior to
the Vísir story.
This continued to be a point of contention for others, like Independence
Party City Councillor and former Mayor of Reykjavík Hanna Birna Kristjánsdóttir, who publicly criticised Jón Gnarr
for his comments about the company
being bankrupt. She also disagreed
with the idea of phrasing the city’s 12
billion ISK loan as a city bailout, which
implied bankruptcy. This is despite
Reykjavík Energy CEO Bjarni Bjarnarson claiming that the company would
not have been able to continue paying
employee salaries without the loan.
Then, on March 30, Haraldur Flosi’s
predecessor as Chairman, Guðlaugur
Gylfi Sverrisson, wrote a letter to the
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This is such an unbelievable story. There are too many unbelievable stories going around these days.
Wish our overlords would stick to doing semi-believable stuff.

DARTH VADER’S
HEADQUARTERS
Price tag: 4.271,7 BILLION ISK

media both to make it known that when
he was Chairman—between 2008 and
2010—the company had always been
able to secure loans, and to accuse the
new Board of fumbling a loan that was
essentially a sure grab.
“In January 2010 the CFO of Reykjavík and the CFO of Reykjavík Energy
met with the Nordic Investment Bank
(NIB). They [NIB] expressed great desire to lend Reykjavík Energy 12–14 billion,” he wrote. “…In June 2010 when I
left as Chairman, there were no doubts
that NIB would loan the company the
previously mentioned amount given
that the company met stipulations [to
raise prices].”
He concluded his letter with the
implicating questions: “What changed
after June 2010? Could it be that comments made by the directors and owner
about the financial state of Reykjavík
Energy have negatively inf luenced its
ability to get financing?”
Sigurður Jóhannesson, a Senior Researcher at the University of Iceland Institute of Economic Studies, put it this
way on a University of Iceland radio
show: “I probably wouldn’t say that my
company were bankrupt if I was trying
to get loans, but I think that investors
must look first and foremost at things
like cash f low and annual financial
statements. One can also read reports
by rating agencies, and there is very little there mentioned about Jón Gnarr.”
If anybody knows best what the
banks were thinking in 2010, however,
it is probably Anna Skúladóttir who
was Reykjavík Energy’s CFO from May
2006 until 2011. As Guðlaugur Sverrisson wrote, Anna met NIB in January
2010 and she confirms in conversation
that “the bank expressed interest,” but
told me that it was by no means a done
deal. “In 2010, foreign loans weren’t
just closed to Reykjavík Energy. Iceland
as a whole was still on ice.”
Ultimately, the far bigger questions
remain: What happened to Reykjavík
Energy before Jón Gnarr and the Best
Party enter the story in June 2010?
And, could it be that something happened before 2010, which would explain the company’s financial state?
WHEN MONEY GREW ON TREES
Reykjavík Energy was founded through
the merger of the institutions Reykjavík Electricity (Rafmagnsveita Reykjavíkur) and Reykjavík District Heating
(Hitaveita Reykjavíkur) in 1999, and
Reykjavík Water Works (Vatnsveita
Reykjavíkur) in 2000. The company
thus began on solid ground, with a long
history of well-managed services to
captive subscribers, respectively dating
back to 1921, 1930 and 1909.
Historian (and active Left Green
member) Stefán Pálsson, who worked

as a curator of the Reykjavík Energy
Museum for ten years before he was
let go in the mass layoff last October,
explained that the institutions were so
lucrative that they had to find ways of
spending money so that they wouldn’t
show too much profit.
“They would, for example, hire hundreds of school children every summer
to plant trees, make roads, and work on
environmental projects,” Stefán said.
“They would rationalise that we are
harnessing geothermal energy from
this area so we owe it to society to plant
loads and loads of trees. And we give
school children jobs, which makes their
parents happy, which is good for society, and things like that.”
In fact, the institutions that preceded Reykjavík Energy were so lucrative that politicians could milk them
to fund pet projects and other vanities.
For instance, it was under Davíð Odds-

keen on stressing that Reykjavík Energy
was now a company, Stefán explained.
“We the staff were told that we were not
to refer to it as an institution.”
This shift in mentality was also mirrored by a shift in the legal framework
governing the company. A specific law,
no. 2001/139, which was passed in
2001, gave Reykjavík Energy the right
to take small loans and make payments
for the purposes of running the company without the consent of its owners
(the municipalities, Reykjavík, Akranes
and Borgarbyggð). It also gave the company the right to operate subsidiaries
and to invest in other companies. In
essence, it enabled Reykjavík Energy to
be run like a private company, while retaining a political management.
“The idea was that this new company was a sleeping giant that had been
ineffective in the past. It had almost
endless credit because it owed next to

“In many ways, the REI story is a prototype
of the financial crisis. Politicians decided to
allow private individuals into public entities and
let them behave as if they owned what belonged
to the public.”
son’s legacy as Mayor of Reykjavík that
District Heating financed the construction of The Pearl, a well-known monument in Reykjavík, which opened to the
public in 1991. “It was never supposed
to turn a profit,” Stefán said. “The big
tanks carry hot water, but then there is
the building on top, the restaurant, and
the sightseeing deck. And actually it
was supposed to be even more extravagant with palm trees and tropical birds
and plants.”
Nonetheless, the institutions were
loaded with money and owed very little
when these endeavours were carried
out. It was not until after the institutions were turned into a private partnership company (sf.) in 2001 that the
debt begins to amass.
A SLEEPING GIANT STIRS
If there is one person who has been
most closely associated with Reykjavík
Energy over the years, it is Progressive
Party politician Alfreð Þorsteinsson.
Alfreð’s involvement began in 1994
when he was appointed Chairman of a
municipal body charged with overseeing the three institutions. It was under
his leadership that the institutions were
merged into Reykjavík Energy in 1999,
and from then until 2006 he served as
Chairman of the Board of the new company.
Alfreð, along with Guðmundur
Þóroddsson, the former head of Water
Works who was hired as CEO, were

nothing, and around early 2000 that
was not really something to brag about
in Icelandic society; it was seen as an
unused opportunity. You had this potential of taking loans to grow,” Stefán
told me.
“The same argument was made to
regular people who had paid off their
mortgage; they were told that this made
no sense, that it was downright silly. So
people refinanced their homes, took a
new loan to be paid over twenty years
time instead of five, and this freed cash
to play in the stock market, or to buy a
summer house or a new jeep. I would
say that Reykjavik Energy's troubles
stem from a large-scale version of the
same thing.”
In the case of Reykjavík Energy,
unleashing the power of capital meant
buying tens of small district heating
companies in the south and west of
Iceland, expanding their service from
five to over twenty municipalities. “You
got the impression that somewhere in
Reykjavík Energy there was someone
with a map, putting down f lags, you
know with a Napoleonic dream of taking over,” Stefán jokingly remarked.
Additionally, Reykjavík Energy began investing in other companies, and
by 2003, it had shares in over twenty
companies, including Feyging ehf, a
f lax seed operation of which it was the
largest shareholder. That project was
abandoned in 2007 with a loss of 340
million ISK. An attempt to farm tiger
prawns was also declared a failure in

2007, after seven years of work and 114
million ISK down the drain.
Alfreð, the former Chairman of the
Board, is adamant that the investments
were not too many or made too quickly.
“When I left in 2006,” he told me, “the
company’s debt was less than 70 billion
ISK. The state of the company was very
strong. The loans taken were all long
term, to be paid off in 20–30 years.” In
any case, that debt is still nearly seven
times the debt that Reykjavík Energy
inherited through the merger of the institutions in 1999.
BIG INDUSTRY FULL STEAM
AHEAD
That being said, the bulk of Reykjavík
Energy’s debt can be attributed to the
construction of the Hellisheiði plant,
which former Reykjavík Energy CFO
Anna Skúladóttir said is “the largest
investment in the company’s history.”
The decision to build the plant, she
said, was made in the beginning of the
21st century when it became evident
that the Reykjavík area would need
more hot water as the Nesjavellir plant
was expected to become fully utilised.
At the same time, the decision was
made to harness 300 megawatts of electricity to be sold to heavy industry, as it
was considered more efficient to build
and run a plant that produces both hot
water and electricity.
In 2006, the company reached an
agreement to sell electricity to aluminium smelting company Century Aluminum Norðurál, but when the crash hit
in 2008, Reykjavík Energy had yet to
secure financing for phase five of the
plant build-up, including the 90 MW
that were supposed to go to Norðurál in
2010.
By that time, however, it had already
purchased five turbines at about 5 billion ISK a pop. “Turbines must be ordered at least three years in advance,”
Anna explained. “It’s like ordering an
airplane.”
Two of the five will come online this
year, but an agreement was reached to
postpone delivery of three of the turbines until a decision has been made
to continue further plant production.
Of the three outstanding turbines,
Reykjavík Energy didn’t have a definite
energy source lined up for the third
one. What’s more, there were originally
seven, not five, turbines ordered, but
Independence Party politician Kjartan
Magnússon said he was able to back
out of two of them when he took over as
Chairman of the Board in 2008.
When Moody’s reviewed the company for a possible downgrade in July
2008, it noted: “The company's financial profile has continued to weaken
during the course of the year, mainly
due to the company's exposure to un-

As the company struggles to stay
af loat, its headquarters, which were
built in 2002 under the chairmanship of Alfreð Þorsteinsson, stand
as a symbol of what many believe
to have been the excessive and illfounded investments of the municipally owned company.
“A service company for the people of Reykjavík has no business
building a house like that,” Independence Party representative Kjartan Magnússon disapprovingly told
me. “The people of Reykjavík felt it
was part of a power game. When you
come into this house, it’s a sign of
power.”
Similarly, former employee and
historian Stefán Pálsson called it a
monstrosity. “You would expect it to
be Darth Vader’s Headquarters. It is
my advice to politicians connected
with Reykjavík Energy never to allow themselves to be interviewed
outside the building.”
On a visit to the infamous
headquarters, Chief Press Officer
Eiríkur Hjálmarsson, a company
veteran since 2006 and the lone
survivor in the PR department after
the October layoffs, showed a photographer around the building. He
took us to top f loor to see the view
over Mount Hengill, where the company operates the two power plants
at Nesjavellir and Hellisheiði.
Since our visit, that f loor has
been put on the rental market. The
advertisement is telling: “Fantastic 745m² office space on the sixth
and top f loor in Reykjavík Energy is
available for rent immediately. The
building is fully equipped with the
best of the best and has access to a
big rooftop balcony with a vast unhindered view over the city…”
It continues: “In the house is
a staffed reception, World Class
(luxurious fitness centre), with
optional access to lecture rooms, a
library, computer room, and more
[…]Special housing for those with
demands. Blue prints and more information can be solicited from our
sales men, trod.is.”
The ad doesn’t mention it, but
the building also houses impressive art, including a 35 metre tall
granite fountain by artist Svava
Björnsdóttir, which travels through
all five f loors of the building, and
a Foucault Pendulum, which takes
26 hours to knock down all the pins
before they pop up again.
However, former Chairman
of the Board Alfreð Þorsteinsson
doesn’t think it’s overly extravagant.
“The main fault of the house is that
it is considered beautiful and chic,”
he said. “If it had been built as a one
or two story house nobody would
have said anything. Should we have
built an ugly house?” Furthermore,
he said the top-class kitchen, which
has been heavily criticised is “not
unlike other kitchens in Reykjavík.”

hedged foreign currency debt, the
company's primary source of funding.
Conversely, 80% of its revenues today
are in Icelandic krona derived from
its operations as Reykjavik's primary
multi-utility.”
Despite the risks involved, however,
it has essentially been government policy to attract heavy industry to the country. In the span of a decade, Iceland’s
aluminium production went from 4%
of the country’s GDP in 2000 to 14%
in 2010—surpassing the country’s fish
exports and making Iceland the largest
aluminium producer in the world. “The
‘heavy industry agenda’ was a big part

Continues over
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of the bubble in Iceland,” Minister for
the Environment Svandís Svavarsdóttir
said.
“The Left Greens always put a question mark next to heavy industry, but it
was really the mainstream view. When
we suggested that it was possible to do
something else, people said, well ‘do
you want to knit socks and pick mountain herbs?’ The Left Greens were
considered a very foolish party for not
wanting to proceed with heavy industry.”

ambitious goals that will lead to the biggest geothermal energy company in the
world,” FL Group Chairman Hannes
Smárason told Fréttablaðið.
Though Reykjavík Energy Chairman of the Board at the time Haukur
Leósson sincerely believed that the
merger was in the best interest of the
company, noting that they had negotiated 10 billion ISK for the use of Reykjavík Energy’s brand name alone, it
is widely believed that there was foul
play involved. When the former CEO

“You got the impression that somewhere in
Reykjavík Energy there was someone with a
map, putting down f lags, you know with a
Napoleonic dream of taking over.”
Following the city’s bailout, though,
it has been increasingly debated
whether a municipally owned company should take the risks associated
with making these kinds of heavy industry deals given that the city and its
taxpayers are accountable. Not only is
Reykjavík Energy financially incapable
of continuing with phase six of the
Hellisheiði plant for the time being, but
they have also for the first time turned
their back on the company’s heavy industry policy.
“We think that Reykjavík Energy
should fulfil its role as a service company that provides people with electricity, hot and cold water, and sewage disposal,” Jón Gnarr explained. “We don’t
think it should participate in heavy industry or other risky investments.”
BLOWING THE LID OFF 2007
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Though it was undoubtedly unfortunate that Reykjavík Energy was in
the middle of raising capital for the
Hellisheiði plant when the crash hit,
the company nonetheless made some
very questionable decisions in 2007 at
the peak of Iceland’s financial boom.
For instance, the Board decided to buy
shares in Hitaveita Suðurnesja for 13.4
billion ISK despite the fact that the
company didn’t have any spare funds.
The shares were paid for in entirety
with a five year loan, which is due to
come back to bite the company in 2013.
Perhaps, though, the spirit of the
times is best captured in Reykjavík
Energy’s decision to boost its geothermal operations overseas through a
subsidiary company called Reykjavík
Energy Invest (REI). At the same time
as the banks had reached nearly ten
times the nation’s GDP by expanding
offshore, Reykjavík Energy also aspired
to a world domination that made Ólafur
Ragnar Grímsson proud. “I allege that
if we continue like this,” he told a TV2
reporter in October 2007, “the Icelandic energy ‘outvasion’ can be an even
bigger operation than the banks.”
The event that the President was
praising is now commonly referred to
as the REI scandal, in which Reykjavík
Energy brief ly merged its subsidiary
company Reykjavík Energy Invest with
Geysir Green Energy, a private company owned by, amongst others, FL
Group and Glitnir bank, which were
highly implicated in Iceland’s banking
collapse.
According to an article that appeared in Fréttablaðið on October 4,
2007, REI’s project list included the
building and buying of about 700 MW
of energy in the United States, Philippines, Greece, Indonesia, Germany and
Ethiopia. Their goal was to produce
three to four thousand megawatts before year-end 2009, at which time they
planned to go public. “These are very

of Glitnir and Chairman of REI Bjarni
Ármannsson admitted in 2009 that
the merger between REI and GGE had
been a mistake, Independence Party
politician Gísli Marteinn Baldursson
wrote on his blog, “Hopefully he now
realises that there were other things
than our deliberation that have done
more damage to Iceland and one would
wish that more had shown care.”
Ultimately, the grand plans never
materialised. After the company introduced the idea to the Board, news of the
meeting went to the media and people
were especially outraged to hear that
key staff at Reykjavík Energy were being given special stock options. “There
was so much anger,” Svandís Svavarsdóttir recalled. “I did a lot of interviews
in the span of two to three days. I’ve
never felt anything like it. It was like everything was burning in society. There
was a lot of heat.”
The controversy led the Independence Party and Progressive Party
majority municipal government to fall
apart, and a new majority between the
Social Democrats, Progressives, Left
Greens and Liberal Party formed with
Dagur B. Eggertsson becoming Mayor
of Reykjavík.
While the so-called ‘100 day majority’ reigned, a steering committee
headed by Svandís with representatives
from every political party was set up to
look into the events and to determine
whether any lessons could be learned.
The more they learned, the more it
became clear to them that the merger
should be stopped. They felt that Reykjavík Energy had developed too far from
its owners and on its own initiative.
“In many ways, the REI story is a
prototype of the financial crisis. Politicians decided to allow private individuals into public entities and let them behave as if they owned what belonged to
the public,” Svandís told me.
“We saw that on a large and small
scale in society. We saw it in the privatisation of the phone company, the
banks, in the privatisation plan of the
right-leaning government, which ruled
for far too long, for eighteen years, but
in Reykjavík this was basically the same
thing that happened.”
At the same time as the REI deal
was being discussed, an attempt was
also made to privatise Reykjavík Energy. Part of such a proposal, which was
put forth by CEO Guðmundur Þóroddsson and Vice President Hjörleifur B.
Kvaran on August 28, 2007 rationalised that “[i]t is time to unleash the energy of free enterprise so that Iceland’s
expertise and knowledge can be used
to the fullest extent in the geothermal
energy company outvasion.”
On September 3, 2007, the Board
actually approved sending the proposal
to the owners of the company for approval, e.g. the Mayor of Reykjavík,

THE REI SCANDAL
The course of events
January 25, 2007
Former Reykjavík Energy CEO
Guðmundur Þóroddsson proposed
to the Board that Reykjavík Energy
create a subsidiary company called
Reykjavík Energy Invest (REI),
which would oversee all of Reykjavík Energy’s stakes in ventures
abroad, including Enex, Enex-Kína,
Galantaterm and Iceland American
Energy. The Board approved.
March 7
The Board additionally agreed that
Reykjavík Energy would put two
billion ISK into REI towards future
projects. A report that was commissioned at the January 25 Board meeting and then delivered at the March
7 Board meeting noted: “There is
great interest amongst Icelandic investors in environmentally friendly
energy, for instance, Geysir Green
Energy hf, Atorka hf and Enex hf.
The first two named have already
requested a partnership with Reykjavík Energy in the outvasion.”
June 11
Reykjavík Energy Invest was formally founded. Appointed to the Board
were Björn Ársæll Pétursson, Haukur Leósson, and Björn Ingi Hrafnsson. Reykjavík Energy CEO Guðmundur Þórodsson would replace
Björn Ársæll Pétursson as CEO in
September.
September 11
Former CEO of Glitnir Bjarni Ármannsson was appointed Chairman of REI and bought stock worth
500 million ISK.
September 20
The Directors of REI met with banksters Hannes Smárason from GGE
and Jón Ásgeir Jóhannesson from
FL Group to discuss merging the
companies.
September 22
Chairman of REI Bjarni Ármansson met with Chairman of GGE
Hannes Smárason to f lesh out the
details of the merger.
September 23
Chairman of REI Bjarni Ármansson and Chairman of Reykjavík
Energy Haukur Leósson met with
Mayor of Reykjavík Vilhjálmur Þ.
Vilhjálmsson at his home to brief
him on the merger. Vilhjálmur did
not inform his colleagues in the Independence Party about the merger
until October 2, which greatly upset
them, and led to a rift in the Independence Party.
October 3
Reykjavík Energy held a Board meeting and an owners meeting to introduce the merger. Invitations to the
meeting were sent out the previous
evening, which is extremely short
notice. Nonetheless, the Board approved the merger, save for Svandís
Svavarsdóttir from the Left Green
party, who did not vote.
News of the meeting and specifically news that key staff were being
given special stock options blew up
in the media. The majority government between the Independence
and Progressive parties collapsed.
A new majority, dubbed ‘The 100
Day Majority’ took over. A steering
committee headed by Svandís Svavarsdóttir began investigating the
events that led up to the merger and
proposed to City Council that the
merger be thwarted.
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the City Manager of Akranes and of
Borganes. However, the idea fell by the
wayside when the frenzy erupted over
Reykjavík Energy Invest. “Since then
it hasn’t been brought up again, and I
doubt it will be,” Svandís said. “Well I
hope not.”
Reykjavík Energy Invest still exists
today though its ambition is far from
the grandiose dreams of its founders.
Independence Party City Councillor Kjartan Magnússon, who became
Chairman of Reykjavík Energy in January 2008, a few months after the REI
scandal exploded, explained: “We decided after I became chairman to fulfil
our commitments in projects abroad, in
Djibouti for instance, but to stop the financing of such projects thereafter, and
instead focus on selling knowledge and
expertise.”
Said Anna Skúladóttir: “Unfortunately, looking back I think that everyone ran around crazy in 2007, it didn’t
matter whether it was the municipality, State, companies, individuals—everyone was blinded. Hopefully we’ve
learned something from this and can
look forward.”
It might be noted that in 2009,
Reykjavík Energy purchased a 7.1 million ISK Mercedez Benz ML 350 for
Anna’s personal use. Anna went on to
return the car in 2010 after Icelandic
tabloid DV ran an indignant story about
it.
A ROSY STORY INDEED

‘OUTVASION’
Yes, it’s a made up English word
The term ‘outvasion’ is a direct
translation of the Icelandic word
‘útrás,’ which is often used to
describe Icelander’s expansion
overseas. The ‘útrásavíkingar’ or
‘outvasion Vikings’ refers to the
businessmen who set out to conquer
the world with a Viking-like ambition that ultimately brought about
Iceland’s downfall in 2008.
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of Iceland as well as the technological
know-how is that I believe this the most
significant contribution we can make
to the battle against climate change,
which seriously is the most fundamental threat that the world faces.”
He added: “Even if one company in
Iceland does badly it doesn’t mean that
we should think to take this away from
other countries, and quite frankly there
is such a strong demand from the world
to have access to Icelandic cooperation
in this area that our problem is to meet
the requests and they come from poor
countries in the developing world to
rich countries in Europe and the Western world.”
Despite the dark outlook presented
by rating agencies for Reykjavík Energy,
Jón Gnarr is optimistic. “The state of
Reykjavík Energy is still difficult, and
it’s very sensitive to exchange rates,” he
told me, “but I believe that the plan that
we have initiated is very good, and I am
confident that the state of Reykjavík Energy will improve.”
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Though the crash alone is a convenient
excuse as Reykjavík Energy’s debt doubled in 2008 due to fall of the króna
and financing became more difficult, it
could also be said that Reykjavík Energy
was as much a victim of the financial
crisis as Iceland’s banks were a victim

of the United States mortgage crisis.
Truth be told, Reykjavík Energy
managed in less than a decade to run
a perfectly viable company into the
ground, despite having the ingredients
of a cash cow. As President Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson tells Icelanders, foreign
leaders and journalists alike, geothermal know-how in Iceland is first class,
and people come from all over the world
to see it firsthand.
“We have great competitive advantages,” Ólafur said at a geothermal conference last year. “One is that Iceland is
the only place in the world where you
can, in a single day, witness all the aspects of geothermal utilisation. You can
witness three geothermal power plants,
a greenhouse town in a farming area, a
world famous international spa, a medical clinic, as many swimming pools as
you want to and visit fishing companies
that use geothermal energy for drying
their products.”
He continued: “…When we bring
people here, they are inspired, they
have a vision. They leave Iceland full
of hope, inspired by the possibilities.
That is very important, because political decision-making and even business
decision-making need more than mere
calculations. They also need a vision
and inspiration—hope. That is what we
can give.”
With all the geothermal know-how
in the world, however, Iceland’s largest multi-utility geothermal energy
company was inspired by a vision that
took hold of Iceland during the financial bubble, which grew rapidly for a
decade, peaked in 2007 and then burst
in 2008.
When we called up the President
to ask about his geothermal rhetoric,
he explained, “The reason why I have
emphasised the geothermal experience
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Step into
the Viking Age
Experience Viking-Age Reykjavík at the
new Settlement Exhibition. The focus of the
exhibition is an excavated longhouse site which
dates from the 10th century ad. It includes
relics of human habitation from about 871, the
oldest such site found in Iceland.

Multimedia techniques bring Reykjavík’s
past to life, providing visitors with insights
into how people lived in the Viking Age, and
what the Reykjavík environment looked like
to the first settlers.

INFORMATION AND BOOKING CENTER
Icelandic Travel Market
Bankastræti 2 - Downtown
Scan QR code to locate ITM
The exhibition and
museum shop are open
daily 10–17
Aðalstræti 16
101 Reykjavík / Iceland
Phone +(354) 411 6370
www.reykjavikmuseum.is

Tel: +354 522 4979
itm@itm.is - www.itm.is

Open 9 - 19, Summer 8 - 21
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La Parra

de Reikiavik

Misión Islandia: Guía De Supervivencia
Curiosidades, consejos y sugerencias para disfrutar del país vikingo y vivir para contarlo
doce del mediodía y que el autobús
que nos iba a llevar a las aguas termales del Blue Lagoon nos ha dejado
en tierra, con el consiguiente estado de
confusión y atolondramiento en el sujeto. Lo mejor para prevenir esta sensación tan desagradable y las largas
“no-noches” en vela es comprar en el
“duty free” del aeropuerto un antifaz
para dormir. Es mejor parecer El Zorro
en pijama que irse arrastrando en las
excursiones de montaña por no haber
dormido lo suficiente.

Al fin ha llegado el momento de
unas merecidas vacaciones. Maleta en mano nos embarcamos en un
avión que nos llevará a una hermosa isla volcánica situada en mitad
del inmenso océano Atlántico. Los
placeres que nos ofrece Islandia
son innumerables: paisajes sobrecogedores con volcanes y géiseres, ballenas y simpáticos frailecillos, veinticuatro horas de luz
al día en verano con temperaturas
agradables, una deliciosa gastronomía, la inmensa cordialidad
de sus habitantes… Una lista de
ingredientes perfecta para disfrutar de una estancia inolvidable en
la isla. Pero al explorador intrépido
siempre le gusta estar prevenido

ante cualquier eventualidad, por
ello hemos pensado que le resultará útil un breve repaso a algunas
de las peculiaridades de este país
nórdico.
LA CIUDAD QUE NUNCA DUERME
Para el visitante, conciliar el sueño en
Islandia puede convertirse en un quiero y no puedo en los meses de verano.
Las noches blancas y el sol de media
noche son un hermoso espectáculo,
pero también una incomodidad para
aquellos acostumbrados a la absoluta
oscuridad durante las horas de sueño.
La luz es permanente durante las
veinticuatro horas en verano y es natural despertarse a las tres de la madrugada con la sensación de que son las

Revolución española
Primer editorial de José!
España está de moda. Siempre lo ha
estado, pero qué duda cabe que en los
últimos tiempos lo español ha cobrado
protagonismo. Tenemos deportistas
de élite como Rafa Nadal, Fernando
Alonso, Pau Gasol o la selección de
fútbol cuya fama a nivel mundial está
a la altura de las grandes superestrellas de Hollywood. Su cocina no deja de
recibir los más prestigiosos premios
en el ámbito internacional y figuras
como Ferran Adrià, Juan Mari Arzak o
Martín Berasategui han encumbrado
a la gastronomía española en lo más
alto, siendo uno de los reclamos más
atractivos para el visitante. Y si habla-

¿UN CLIMA CON TRASTORNO BIPOLAR?
Si hay algo aún más impredecible que
la combinación ganadora de la lotería
es el clima islandés, sobretodo el de
su capital. Hay un dicho nada exagerado que reza que si “no te gusta el
tiempo en Islandia, solo espera quince
minutos”, porque probablemente habrá
cambiado por completo. No es nada
extraño disfrutar de un sol radiante
para a continuación sufrir lluvia, nieve
y granizo en un brevísimo espacio de
tiempo. Cuatro estaciones en un día.
Por fortuna, en verano el tiempo
tiende a ser más estable y condescendiente, pero siempre es recomendable
tener un chubasquero a mano y llevar
varias capas de ropa de las que nos
podamos ir desprendiendo a medida
que necesitemos, a modo de cebolla
humana.

olor a huevos podridos que domina el
ambiente, martilleando la pituitaria del
pobre turista que seguro esperaba embriagarse del delicado aroma a flores
silvestres. Esto es debido al azufre del
subsuelo que impregna al agua y al
aire de su característico olor. Algo soportable en medio del campo y de las
típicas fumarolas, pero bastante desagradable cuando abres el grifo del agua
caliente para ducharte con un líquido
que huele peor que tu cuerpo sudado.
Por fortuna solo el agua caliente
tiene ese olor a sulfuro —no así el agua
fresca para beber— y misteriosamente
no queda ni rastro de él una vez que
nos hemos secado. Y en todo caso,
podemos tener el agua de colonia a
mano.

HUEVOS PODRIDOS
Lo primero que suele llamar la atención
a aquél que visita por primera vez Islandia —al margen del suelo negruzco
al aterrizar en Keflavik— es el fétido

LLAMADAS GRATIS
No hay que engañarse; Islandia no
es un lugar barato y dependiendo del
país de origen del viajero puede ser
simplemente caro, muy caro, o atraco
con premeditación y alevosía. Por eso,
siempre es bienvenida cualquier oportunidad que nos permita ahorrar alguna que otra corona.
El visitante que vaya a permanecer
en el país por una estancia más prolongada debe valorar la idea de adquirir una tarjeta prepago para móvil
de una operadora islandesa. No exigen
ninguna cuota mensual y las llamadas
y mensajes entre números de la misma
compañía son gratuitas. Es la opción
favorita de los estudiantes extranjeros y de aquellas personas que vienen
acompañadas. Ponte de acuerdo con
tus amigos, solicitad la misma compañía y permaneced en contacto a bajo

mos de turismo los datos son más que
relevantes; España es el primer destino turístico del mundo, con más de
cincuenta millones de visitantes cada
año, que llegan en masa seducidos por
la suculenta oferta gastronómica, por
la promesa de un clima soleado y exquisitas playas y, cada vez más, por un
interés de carácter cultural.
Sí, España también exporta cultura y
el español es el vehículo de transporte;
no en vano es el segundo idioma más
hablado del planeta si consideramos
el número de personas que lo tienen
como lengua materna. Y si sumamos a
aquellos que lo hablan como segunda
lengua tenemos a 500 millones de personas dando los “buenos días” cada
mañana. El español se habla y mucho,
incluso en Islandia, donde hay un interés creciente por aprender el idioma

de Cervantes, Lorca y Bécquer. Cada
año aumenta el número de alumnos
de instituto o universitarios que se decantan por el español como segunda o
tercera lengua extranjera.
En la actualidad esta unión entre España e Islandia va más lejos. Lo hemos
visto con la reciente “Spanish Revolution”, en la que miles de manifestantes
tomaron las principales ciudades españolas para clamar por una democracia
más limpia y real, a la par que utilizaban
como referente la revolución islandesa
de hace dos años, gritando cánticos
y portando pancartas que rezaban
“Queremos ser islandeses” o “¡Si Islandia pudo, España puede!”, mientras
muchos enarbolaban con entusiasmo
la bandera nacional del país nórdico.
Es por ello que esta nueva sección
en español, que intentaremos prolon-

coste.
EL PARAÍSO DE LOS ABSTEMIOS
Siguiendo la idea del ahorro hay que
ser conscientes de que Islandia no es
el mejor país para las orgías etílicas. El
alcohol no escapa a los precios prohibitivos y en su mayor parte —salvo las
cervezas de baja graduación— solo se
pueden encontrar en tiendas especializadas controladas por el Estado.
La mejor opción, si no para la salud
sí para el bolsillo, es darse una vuelta
por el “duty free” nada más bajarnos
del avión y hacerse con una pequeña
reserva de licores a un precio más
moderado.
UNA SORPRESA AGRIDULCE
No hay mejor forma de terminar nuestro
intenso día de excursiones por Islandia
que tumbándonos en la cama mientras
disfrutamos de una rica chocolatina. El
surtido de chocolates que nos ofrece
Islandia es variado y delicioso, pero hay
que tener cuidado con lo que elegimos
porque algunas tabletas, en apariencia inofensivas, pueden guardar en su
interior una terrible sorpresa: regaliz
negro. Sí, los islandeses son amantes
del regaliz y solo les falta echarlo a la
tortilla. Habrá quienes se dejen seducir
por la exótica combinación, pero aquél
que considere que el chocolate y el
regaliz son una extraña pareja deberá
huir como alma que lleva el diablo de
los envoltorios que contengan palabras
como “lakkrís” o “licorice”.

José Ángel Hernández

gar en el tiempo, no sólo va dirigida a
los cientos de hispanohablantes que
residen en Islandia, ni a los turistas
que vienen a disfrutar durante unos
días de las maravillas que ofrece la
isla; también está dedicada a aquellos
islandeses que decidieron embarcarse
en la fascinante aventura de aprender
un idioma tan hermoso y a la vez tan
complejo como es el español.
Esperamos que os agrade este
pequeño homenaje y si no, a los pirados que lo hemos perpetrado al menos
nos queda el consuelo de haberlo pasado bien durante el proceso. Ahora a
disfrutar del precioso verano islandés y
del sol de medianoche. Y no lo olvides:
Déjate inspirar por Islandia.

José Ángel Hernández

PUPPET MUSEUM AND THEATRE

Try our homemade spelt pizza with fresh
vegetables or some of the delightful sweets
without any white sugar.

WORLD OF PUPPETS BY THE SEA

The  Ocean  Cafe

The Ocean Cafe offers a selection of delicious and wholesome dishes. You can enjoy your
refreshments in the charismatic, renovated old houses or explore the nature while dining
outside at the ocean front.

The Center of Puppet Arts is located in Historic Old town of Borgarnes, only one our drive from
Reykjavik. Romantically situated in a bay overlooking the Atlantic Ocean, the Centre hosts a Café,
a Theater featuring both multi-lingual and nonverbal performances, a Museum and a Gift Shop.

Skulagata 17 Borgarnes Iceland Tel. +354 530 5000 www.bruduheimar.is
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We are all of the sudden getting loads of awesome bands
playing shows in and around Reykjavík! What's with
that? It's so nice!
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Secret House Music And
Eventual Rapture
Caribou and Sin Fang play NASA

breakfast lunch
brunch dinner

drinks
snacks

reykjavík´s best kept secret
kitchen hours

gata
food & drink

sun-thu: 11:00-23:30
fri-sat: 10:00-00:00
laugavegur 3
www.gata.is
tel: +354 5270077

Caribou
Sin Fang

NASA 28/6/2011

Words
Þórir Bogason
Photography
Alisa Kalyanova

Since moving to Reykjavík from California, I have been feeling starved of awesome shows. Whereas where I come
from, regardless of which direction your
tastes lie, a weekend means having to
pick and choose between shows to go
to; here in Iceland we're lucky if we get
an exciting show every few months,
and even then it might be on a Tuesday. But it's among those things previously taken for granted that you earn a
newfound appreciation for—like sun on
a summer day, or a knoll that shelters
from the wind. So imagine my excitement getting to see a show at NASA
with two of my favourite bands, Caribou
and special guest Sin Fang. I got my
butt off the mountain I've been living on
and went straight into town.

-

At the Grill Market the seasons are in control of the menu
with all the freshest ingredients available - from the sea,
heaths, lakes, rivers and farms. In our cooking methods we go
for the origin of the ingredient and use fire, smoke, wood and
charcoal to achieve deep, rich, earthy flavors that we balance
out with freshness. The result is an unexpected cuisine where
Icelandic tradition and modern times come together.

Mon – Wed: 11:30-14:00, 17:00-22:30
Thurs – Fri: 11:30-14:00, 17:00-23:30
Sat: 17:00 – 23:30 | Sun:17:00-22:30
LÆKJARGATA 2A | 571 7777 | GRILLMARKADURINN.IS

SIN FANG PLAY SECRET HOUSE
MUSIC
When a couple years ago Sindri Már
Sigfússon started his new project, Sin
Fang, in which he writes the songs,
sings, and plays acoustic guitar, I wondered: what's he doing? Doesn't he already do that in Seabear? But now it's
of course perfectly clear—the Sin Fang
(then still going by the name "Sin Fang
Bous") debut full-length ‘Clangour,’ released in 2009, prefigured the stylistic
changes that Caribou would undergo
with the release of last year's ‘Swim,’
culminating in the two bands sharing
the stage last night. Listen to ‘Clangour’
again. It's secretly house music. Sure,
it's cool tinkly indie on top, but on the
bottom it's four-to-the-floor kick driving it from start to finish. And to great
effect!
Sin Fang kicked off the show shortly
after 22:00. NASA’s big hall was already
filling up, as apparently every hip young
twentysomething in Reykjavík was

in attendance. Sin Fang performed a
mix of songs from both ‘Clangour’ and
their still-hot-off-the-press ‘Summer
Echoes.’ Sindri is also currently working on recording songs for the third Sin
Fang album.
Performances from either of Sindri's bands are always good—always
tight and well balanced. One wonders
whether there could be a little more
performance in their performance. But
not enough to be disappointed.
They had one hiccup, with their
closing song—apparently some confusion about the key of a song, or whether
it was the right song at all. Whatever it
was, for a couple awkward minutes it
was like a car that just wouldn't start.
But when they got it going it was met
with an enthusiastic cheer that could
have been in response to hearing the
first bars of a hot new hit or simply impulsive reassurance. I'm not sure. Either
way, it went over well.
ENTER CARIBOU
Shortly thereafter, Caribou took the
stage, bathed in white light and exuding an English-speaking personability
and friendliness that is unmistakably
Canadian. Caribou is led by Dan Snaith,
and if I didn't know better I'd think his
PhD was in the field of kick drum (I get
one cheesy joke). He is joined live by
three others, everybody with their own
arsenal of instruments—of both the
electronic and "organic" varieties.
Having released such an eclectic
range of music—the bits of breakbeat in
‘Up In Flames’ (2003), the krautrock of
‘The Milk Of Human Kindness’ (2005),
the Polaris-prize winning psychedelic
sunshine pop of ‘Andorra’ (2009), and
now the deep house of last year's wildly popular ‘Swim’—it must be hard for
Caribou to cater to fans who are presumably just as diverse. Last night they
stuck mostly to songs from ‘Swim,’ with
a ‘Swim’-feeling throughout. Still, they
treated us older fans to a couple nuggets from Andorra, including the haunting ‘Melody Day.’
Electronic bands take note: That guy
in your band who pretends to "play" the
mixer—hide him in back. And I don't
mean the far end of the stage; I mean
backstage. Caribou delivered electronic dance music with an intensity that
only comes with performance. They
were actually playing the music. With

real instruments. With real intensity.
With real musicianship (they were even
controlling the lights with their feet).
Dan Snaith moved fluidly between keyboard, guitar, a second drumkit and
even a flute-o-phone.
They were tight and they didn't let
up. The set was building and building,
destination ‘Odessa.’ When that weird
hook of their dance hit finally broke,
the crowd swooned with rapture. This
was only to be out-done by the encore. I
think consensus held that it was a great
show.
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Evil Madness
Super Great Love
evil666madness
Leather, Sweat, Euro Techno,
SCOOTERBOY!
Iceland’s electronic Travelling Wilburys are back as BJ Nilsen, Jóhann
Jóhannsson, Pétur Eyvindsson, Stilluppsteypa and DJ Musician take a break
from creating ambient drones.
Their fourth album is a more focused,
beat driven affair with a ‘80s hard
electro/proto techno sound. There are
exquisite electro moments (‘Isabelle
Adjani’, ‘Cafe Eindhoven’), but Jesus,
there are some shockingly nasty synth
sounds on this record that you’d expect
from the likes of Mercedes Club,
especially the track ‘Divine Sensual
Love Fantasy’. A serviceable effort,
but who’d have thought that Jóhann
Jóhannsson was a secret Technotronic
fan?
- BOB CLUNESS

The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 10 — 2011

WHALE
WATCHING
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„That was marvellous!
We saw many whales
and dolphins. Fantastic.“
-Samantha

Make the most
of your day!
Spend more time whale
watching and less time
waiting.
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WHALE WATCHING TOURS
APR

Say the keyword and
save 10% of your whale
watching adventure:
Grapevine Special Offer.

Bjartmar og Bergrisarnir

The ‘80s were, perhaps surprisingly,
something of a golden age for Icelandic pop lyrics. Socially conscious,
verbally biting artists competed in defining their society with the aid of the
Icelandic language, usually accompanied by rather straightforward rock instrumentation or the synthesisers that
were the hallmark of the era. Sometime
after the international success of Björk
and Sigur Rós, the emphasis shifted to
often wildly original music. Sadly, less
attention has been paid to the lyrics,
not least since most artists keep one
eye on an international audience that
suddenly started to take an interest
in Icelandic music. Ironically, as other
people became more interested in Iceland, Icelandic musicians became less
interested in singing about it.
The ‘80s masterpieces have mostly
held up well (see last December’s issue
for more on this), give or take the aforementioned synths and the omnipresent drum reverb. One of the foremost
practitioners of the craft was a certain
Bjartmar Guðlaugsson, who made a
slew of brilliant albums in the early ‘80s
to ‘90s, before disappearing to concentrate on his other passion, that of painting.
NO NEW PUNKS, BUT THE HIPPIES
RISE AGAIN
The economic collapse has not so far
led to any new punk-style movement in

Takes1
only r
hou

Photo by Sigtryggur Ari Jóhannsson

Iceland, unlike that what the IMF intervention in Great Britain in 1976 arguably produced as a reaction. Perhaps
this was because Icelandic musicians
mostly stood outside the boom to begin with, but in any case, no Icelandic
version of The Clash has so far materialised.
Just when his country needs him,
Bjartmar has stepped forth golem likeagain with his new band, Bergrisarnir
(the name refers to one of Iceland’s
protecting spirits). It is perhaps the
most brazenly political album to appear
after the collapse and largely succeeds
in its attempt. The music is competently
executed but unspectacular. Where the
album shines (and this might be of little
help to non-Icelandic speaking listeners) is in the lyricism.
The major events of the years 20082010 are tackled here. Some of the imagery is amusingly anachronistic. In the
song ‘Í gallann Allan’, the protagonist, a
riot policeman in full gear, calls his opponents “new hippie trash,” rather than
anarchists. The point is further made
in ‘Velkominn á bísann’, when one of
said hippies listens to Jethro Tull while
lighting a bonfire, probably outside the
Parliament building, and wants to flee
from the future into the past, some
imaginary past no doubt where people
were inspired more by the mountains
than by money.

CLASSIC DRUNKS VS. NEW MONEY
This leads into a song called simply
‘Pening’ (“Money”), and the chorus:
“Why do you need so much money?” A
question that should have been asked
years before, come to think of it. One
of the best songs is ‘Konan á allt’ (“The
wife owns everything”). The title is a
reference to bankers’ habit of registering all their possessions to their wife in
the event of collapse, which made them
harder to retrieve by the bankers’ victims. The lyrics are an amusing contrast
to the old Bjartmar classic ‘Sumarliði er
fullur’, about a drunk who claims to do
everything much better than his neighbour. That in itself could have been a
good summary of the boom years, but
here the point is made even clearer.
This time the protagonist owns the fish
in the sea, the politicians and eventually he owns the ruins that he has reduced everything to. So that’s why all
the money was needed, then.
The points are simply made but effectively, much like Neil Young’s treatise on the Bush years, ‘Living With
War’. Both albums would make great
campfire sing-alongs to remind us of
the worst excesses of that troubled
first decade of the 21st century which
is now thankfully over.
Welcome back, Bjartmar. We have
missed you.
- BOB CLUNESS
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Skrýtin Veröld
Predates internet. See: LIBRARY
Welcome back, Bjartmar. We have
missed you.
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The Puffin Express adventure
is an inexpensive and
charming option for everyone.
Five times daily: 8:30, 10:30,
12:30, 14:30 and 16:30.

Sea Angling Trips also
available daily at 18:00.
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Call us
+354 892 0099
or book online
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At the Restaurant Fjöruborðið in Stokkseyri
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> Only 45 minutes drive from Reykjavík
Eyrarbraut 3, 825 Stokkseyri, Iceland · Tel. +354 483 1550
Fax. +354 483 1545 · info@fjorubordid.is · www.fjorubordid.is
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Who do you prefer, 'old Bubbi' with his revolutionary gusto and spirit, or 'new
Bubbi' with his uhm... new 'soul album'?
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FIGHT THE POWER!
(Is this thing on?)

Afrocubism Harping
at Harpa
Cubo-Malian fusion in
Reykjavík
Where have all the protest
songs gone?
Music, politics, ideas.
You don’t really hear much
about that nowadays do you? Right
now I’m reading two books about
politics in music, ‘Girls To The Front’
by Sara Marcus, about the Riot Grrrl
feminist punk movement in the early
‘90s, and ‘33 Revolutions Per Minute: A History Of Protest Songs’ by
Dorian Lynskey, which weighs and
feels like a brick that should be
lobbed at your local neighbourhood
riot police.
Both books show that one of music’s
prevailing characteristics is its ability
to galvanise and give people a voice or
a soundtrack against injustice or oppression. Music is also a handy way to
articulate different thoughts and ideas,
often delivered under the radar of a decent melody or an infectious groove. But
despite a return of protest activism in
the West amid a global recession, and a
slew of popular uprisings in the Middle
East, are there any musicians out there
that are resonating with the causes that
are really affecting people today?
Take Iceland for example. It’s been
nearly 3 years since the Kreppocalypse
left deep rifts in society between the
haves and the have-nots. In the initial
weeks after the initial crash, radio stations such as X-ið 977 and Rás 2 inserted well-known protest songs from the
‘60s and ‘70s into their playlists, such
as Neil Young’s ‘Ohio’ and The Clash’s
‘Straight to Hell’. But since the pots and
pans revolution, there seems to be a real
political disconnect between our cultural ambassadors and the general public.
Revolutionaries:
1. Woody Guthrie
2. The Clash
3. Rage Agains The Machine
4. Bubbi

It’s not that Icelandic artists have been
quiet about the Kreppa. Numerous artists have released songs that have dealt
with the Kreppa head on.
Some examples:
- ‘Let Them Bleed’ by Toggi, an uplifting
pop rock melody that masks some exceedingly vicious lyrics about politicians
and banksters.
- ‘Behind Closed Doors’ by rapper Authentic The Exception,
a sample-heavy bombastic tune about the
social fallout from the
crisis.
- Jónas Sigurðsson on
his current album ‘Allt
er eitthvað’, recorded
‘Skuldaólin’, about a father drowning in debt,
and ‘Hleypið mér út úr þessu partýi’
(“Help me out from this party”), about
the post-kreppa societal madness.
- Bjartmar og Bergrisarnir’s ‘Skrýtin
Veröld’ which is almost a concept album
post-Kreppa Iceland.
- Rapper Blazroca composed several
tracks on his album ‘Kópacabana’ that
cover the Kreppa and the protests, such
as ‘Reykjavík—Belfast’.

‘80s and ‘90s, who are linked to the protest music of folk, rock and punk, and
still see the value of ideas and actions
through music. But many of this generation’s musicians are not as rooted with
such a history, more often than not following a bovine ‘hey, it’s all cool, we’re
just about the music’ consensus.
Or maybe it’s the songs themselves.
On June 19th, there was a ‘kreppa
songs’ protest, which saw people sing-

the noble sentiment of the protesters,
and receiving coverage from the press,
hardly anybody showed up. It had all the
atmosphere of an evangelical choir singing to indifferent tourists.
NOBODY CARES ABOUT YOUR
BORING POLITICS
But what’s more unsettling is that it
seems that younger people in Iceland
just don’t seem to care. As reported in
the last issue of the Grapevine, a recent study by Reykjavík University showed that
young people were more
likely to retreat to the warm
structural cocoon of family,
sports, state institutions and
looking good, than engaging in cultural or intellectual
activities such as cinema,
playing music, or reading books. The
idea of engaging with youth about social
issues and politics nowadays seems increasingly distant. Even when you actually have a person connecting with many
people, such as local comedian Steindi
Jr. who—with songs such as ‘Djamm í
kvöld’ and ‘Heima’—completely nails the
emptiness of much of Icelandic society,
people completely miss what he says,
instead seeming perfectly happy to bellow “WOOO YEAH! DJAMM Í KVÖLD!”
and marvel at how many celebrities he
can squeeze into his videos.
Espousing political and differing
views in music has always been fraught
with difficulties and with rabid discourse
on the internet, those that do often face
a beatdown that make musicians think
twice. But in all honesty, why should
musicians bother singing about issues if
the people they are performing to (and
that they affect) are too impassive to do
anything about them?

“Since the pots and pans revolution,
there seems to be a real political disconnect
between our cultural ambassadors and
the general public”

And that’s before we get to musicians who’ve taken to activism and actual politics to get their message across,
such as Björk campaigning against the
selling off of the country’s natural resources, troubadour Hörður Torfason,
who was instrumental in organising the
initial protests, and artists who’ve performed at benefit concerts for causes
such as the Reykjavík 9.
WHERE’S THE RESONANCE?
So if artists are speaking out, then why
is it not resonating with the general
public? Perhaps it’s the musicians themselves. Many who’ve spoken out come
from a generation who started out in the

ing songs in support of the protests that
were happening in Europe. They even
has a version of ‘Ísland er land þitt’, with
new words written by famed novelist
Hallgrímur Helgason. Now compare that
to tracks such as of Rage Against The
Machine’s ‘Sleep Now In the Fire’ (which
was the soundtrack to the anti globalisation protests of the late ‘90s), or Lethal
Bizzle’s ‘Pow’ (which was omnipresent
in the recent student protests in the
UK), both intense songs with punching
rhythms and a strong anti authoritarian
nature. These days, a reworking of old
Icelandic songs just isn’t going to cut it.
But I have a feeling it’s more down to
the general apathy and coolness of the
public to traditional protest and protest
music itself. The internet is partially to
blame for this, with what Naomi Klein
calls ‘the release value nature of online
protest’, where people will vent anonymously in forums and join numerous
Facebook groups that acts like a cyberpalliative, a short term catharsis that
saps the will to physically go out and
demand change. For example, at the
said ‘kreppa singing’ protest, despite

BOB CLUNESS
XXXXXXXXX

Afrocubism graced the stage at Harpa
on June 28 to a packed theatre, and musically did not disappoint. Unfortunately,
when it comes to concerts, the music is
only part of the battle.
To the audience’s dismay, the show
started half an hour late (due to flight
issues) and when they finally did get
started Eliades Ochoa's guitar seemed
out of tune (or he was playing out of key,
which doesn’t seem feasible as he’s a
world class guitarist who once played
for Buena Vista Social Club). This did
not make for such a great start to such
a reputable band’s show. Another issue
was the fact that the music was a bit
static. There were no variations in tempo
or sound, and it started to become a bit
predictable and, at some points, even
boring.
This isn’t to say that the show didn’t
have its awe-inspiring moments. Watching the members of Afrocubism take
their diverse, culturally separate sounds
and meld them together to make music
so earthen that we might as well have
been sitting in a rainforest being washed
over by the sounds of nature—that was
a treat. It was much like standing over
the shoulder of a master watchmaker,
watching him put together the gears
and trinkets that make a clockwork.
Not to mention that at the end, during
the encore, Toumani asked the crowd
to dance, and anyone over the age of 35
delivered.
If it weren’t for the lack of diversity
in their set and the late start, Afrocubism’s show would have been a worldclass one. Instead it came across as a
mixed bag: disappointing due to the tardiness and the stagnancy of the music,
but wonderful for the inner workings of
such a musically talented band. The experience still led me to assume that their
skill and sound are better appreciated
on a studio recording than a live show.

For almost 30 years Íshestar has
given people an opportunity to
experience the Icelandic horse on
long and short trips. Horses are our
passion.
Come ride with us in the beautiful
surroundings of our Íshestar Riding
Centre. You get free transport from
all major hotels and guesthouses in
the capital area.

Come ride with us

S. ALESSIO TUMMOLILLO

ISK 500.- discount!*
Name the magic word,
"tölt", and you will get ISK
500.- discount on the Lava
tour. Only valid when paid
at our Riding Centre.
*Not valid with other offers.

For further information check out
our website www.ishestar.is, call
+354 555 7000 or be our friend
on Facebook.

www.ishestar.is

IHFS

450 isk.
ADULTS

100 isk.
CHILDREN

Here's a tip:
Take a dip!

Reykjavik´s Thermal Pools
Thermal pools and baths in Reykjavik are a source
of health, relaxation and pureness. 94% of foreign
guests that visited thermal pools and baths in Reykjavik
said it had a positive effect on their health and well-being.

Distinctly Icelandic
Professor Árni Björnsson director
of the ethnological department of
the National Museum of Iceland
and a well-known authority on
Icelandic folklore and traditions

YEARS

www.jswatch.com / www.gilbert.is

 !! www.spacity.is
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Who do you think is cooler, Björk or Bono?
Letters@grapevine.is: best answer wins a free
'iBad' sticker and coffee at the GV office!

Iceland | Ireland

When Ireland Met Iceland
Connecting two islands, one lighthouse at a time

FE EL W E LCO M E
At the SEAFOOD CELLAR RESTAURANT we place New
Nordic kitchen in the forefront. We are a seasonal
restaurant that worships everything that Icelandic
nature brings us as well as getting a few things from
Scandinavia. We only use the freshest and the best
nature brings us. We, and our ambitious, productive
friends collect and produce the raw materials and
bring it home. We serve it with love and respect for
the ingredients and the environment around us.

We do it our way.
s
Ve

Galway City, Ireland. As I make my
way through its winding streets on
a characteristically dull, damp day,
I find the stubborn voice of my former university lecturer ringing in
my ears. “You can’t research potential,” he used to say. It was something on which we never agreed. So
I was both energised and intrigued
at the prospect of meeting two inspiring women completely focused
on doing just that.
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Kathy Scott and Mari Kennedy, the
passionate engines behind groundbreaking, cross-national initiative ‘the
ireland:iceland project,’ are in Galway
for the screening of three Icelandic
documentaries as part of Galway Film
Fleadh. Joining the motley group of
Irish creatives for the event are intrepid
Icelanders Heiða Helgadóttir of the
Best Party, film director Gaukur Úlfarsson and producer Björn Ófeigsson, in
Ireland to promote their work, and join
the debate on creative responses to crisis or Kreppa.
PARALLEL LINES
According to its navigators, the purpose
of the project is to generate conversation between Irish and Icelandic artists,
social entrepreneurs, innovators and
new economists with the end of finding
creative ways of moving forward from
our individual post-crisis twilight zones.
“It started with an investigative hunch
inviting Irish and Icelandic people to illuminate the times we live in,” explains
project founder Kathy Scott. “We had
an interest in the shared and separate
story of our two islands perched on
the edge of Europe. I was fascinated
with the ancient links between the two
countries and thought it was a strong
jump off point for a conversation between us.”
Undoubtedly, links between the
two countries run much deeper than
a C and an E. From our unsympathetic
Atlantic location to our colonial pasts,
Irish and Icelandic peoples share a
well-documented history of resilience
and buoyancy in the face of social upheaval. Thanks to the unwitting deposition of a hefty chunk of Irish DNA to
the Icelandic gene pool via marauding
Viking raiders, we share a strong genetic link. There is also an intellectual
and linguistic connection via the Irish
monastics and scholars who reportedly
visited Icelandic shores on their Atlantic voyages. However, in modern times
it’s been more a chronicle of economic
boom and bust, political ineptitude and
ecological mismanagement that have
provided the premise for our parallels.

FROM KREPPA COMES
CREATIVITY
“For a long time we had had been making trips and expeditions between both
islands, talking to people and instilling
the idea among creative communities,”
says Kathy. “After a year of this we just
decided to dive in, roll up our sleeves
and bring a bunch of artists, politicians,
catalysts and creatives together and
explore WHAT IF?”
It seems to have been a determined
and dogged effort that, last February,
culminated in the project's first major
exploratory event on a chilly weekend
in Dublin. The Northern Lights Observatory brought intrepid Icelanders Jón
Gnarr and Einar Örn Benediktsson of
the Best Party, Guðjón Már Guðjónsson of the Ministry of Ideas, and Kristín
Gunnarsdóttir of the Icelandic Design
Centre, among others, to Irish shores
for a four day ‘collaboratory’ with some
of Ireland’s top artists, economists and
social innovators. A weekend ‘think-in,’
aimed at investigating questions of cultural identity and transformation, was
held in Townley Hall, just outside Dublin. “We wanted to explore what it feels
like to be alive in Ireland and Iceland
at this moment in time,” Kathy explains,
her eyes lighting up. “It was incredible,
witnessing all these amazing minds
and innovators jumping up out of their
bunk-beds in their pyjamas at eight in
the morning, thinking how are we going
to change the world!”
Mari Kennedy muses over her
thoughts on the process. “I suppose
my focus is more on wider social transformation and change, while Kathy’s is
more on developing distinct art projects.” Kathy added that the project was
constantly shifting between the two
poles, “sometimes the drive is about art
and inspiration—other times it’s about
society and disruption.” Mari believed
that the creative community needed to
be brought into political and social debate and policy making in a much wider
way. “It’s about drawing in the creativity
that gets pushed to the margins, about
moving from an ‘I’ towards a ‘we’ perspective, and embracing the wisdom of
the crowd.”

EXPLORATION FOR
EXPLORATION’S SAKE
And it seems the movement is gathering pace. “It’s like one big crazy experiment,” Kathy expresses, “but one that
can produce an unlimited amount of
meaningful projects that challenge the
status quo, provoke and inspire.”
So where is all this energy being directed? One project already underway
is the setting up of an artist exchange
programme, with plans for residencies
in remote lighthouses, ancient sites and
disused urban spaces on both shores.
However while the explorations have
already kick-started a series of creative projects, both women are keen to
stress the fact that ‘ireland:iceland’ is
not a static beast with a specific or sole
direction. “We are interested in design
thinking—not end gaming where this
can go exactly,” Kathy offers while Mari
adds “I guess we see ourselves more as
facilitators, inviting people from both
islands, and beyond, to come and explore ideas, and make the connections
that can spark individual’s ideas into
collective action.”
Attention is also currently moving
towards the development of a digital
project with top Irish and New York
based digital artists. “We are hoping
to bring them to Reykjavík to take the
conversation further and share ideas
with creatives on the ground there.” As
is to be expected, this large-scale project is extremely ambitious, with a focus
on engaging people in real time, real
life conversation in a fun and innovative
way.
BACK TO THE FUTURE
With a myriad of think-ins, pop-ups,
laboratories and salons on the horizon for this hugely ambitious project, it
must be difficult for its founders to find
time to stand back and assess where
it’s all headed, and see where it’s come
from. “Sometimes I look at all of this
from the future, as a interesting period
in time when Irish and Icelandic people
hooked up and transferred knowledge,
ideas and spirit and tried to make the
world a more interesting and braver
place.”
I suggest you keep an eye on your
local lighthouse.

EIMEAR FITZGERALD
JULIA STAPLES
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MORE INFO!
www.mudlab.com

Art | And adventure!

Art Project On The Road To Mongolia

EXPERIENCE
THE FORCE
OF NATURE

7PMDBOP)PVTFBMTPIBTBOFYDFMMFOU
DBGÏ *DFMBOEJDEFTJHOTIPQBOECPPLJOH
TFSWJDFGPSUSBWFMTXJUIJO*DFMBOE
0QFOJOHIPVST
XXXWPMDBOPIPVTFJT
Find us at:
Tryggvagata 11, 101 Reykjavík

LANA VOGESTAD
JULIA STAPLES
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a blazing fire from an oil drill that collapsed around 40 years ago, also called
“the gate to hell”, an abandoned planet
observatory on the border of Kyrgizstan and Kazakhstan and the infamous
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“THE GATE TO HELL”
Gunnar says that he was drawn to it for
the chance to experience areas of the
world that we do not know that much
about. The unforeseen obstacles and
adventures are the compelling components of this project and how it will be
infiltrated into their art and shared with
vastly different cultures. The uncertainty of the vehicle’s survival and using
the vehicle as an art platform is a very
significant part of this project, which
holds a common thread to the work by
the artist Swoon. She handcrafted rafts
from recycled material or garbage, that

“The Mud Lab artists
are looking forward to
seeing many bizarre
and phenomenal
landmarks along the
way to Mongolia,
including Darvaza in
Tajikistan, which is
an empty crater with
a blazing fire from an
oil drill that collapsed
around 40 years ago”

Pamir Highway. Their blog will be updated throughout their journey and Rás
2 will be calling the artists regularly
throughout the trip on the morning radio, so people can follow up with how
they are doing and hear about their exciting adventures.
After their, journey, they will have
an exhibition in Reykjavík and a documentary will be made. The rally is a tool
for art and education for these artists,
as well as donating to two charities,
UNICEF and Christina Noble Children’s Foundation. Mud Lab recently
had an exhibition at the SÍM house on
Hafnarstræti to fund the charities and
will be having an open studio starting
Wednesday, July 13, until they leave
on July 24, where they will be selling
their work for charity. The Open Studio is at Skólavördurstígur 1b. You can
also make donations to the charities
through their website - www.mudlab.
com.
We are wishing these guys the best
of luck and safe travels in their car,
which they have been slaving on to prepare, a Peugeot 306 / 2002 / 1.6L. We
will hopefully talk to them when they
return, so stay posted!

Aða

Mud Lab is participating in the Mongolia Rally for charity as an art project;
they will be creating work on the way,
exhibiting and using their car as the
exhibition venue, compiling footage
for a documentary and the trip within
itself is a performance. They are driving
from Iceland to Mongolia through many
unfamiliar parts of the world, including
the no-man’s land on the borders of
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgizstan,
to name a few. The Mongolia Rally is an
opportunity the artists have been eager
to be a part of for four years now, when
Gunnar initially found out about it.

was sailed down rivers and used to
stage performances, such as her projects on the Hudson River, Mississippi
River and down the waterway from Slovenia to Venice, Italy.
The Mud Lab artists are looking
forward to seeing many bizarre and
phenomenal landmarks along the way
to Mongolia, including Darvaza in Tajikistan, which is an empty crater with
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The art collaborative Mud Lab, consisting of the three Icelandic artists, Egill Karlsson, Gunnar Pétursson and Thor Sigurthorsson, will be
embarking on a fantastical journey
to Mongolia in the end of July… and
yes it is a journey via car, not plane!
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The ‘Eyjafjallajökull Day Tour’ by Trekking Travel can be booked at www.trek.is or by calling 445
0881 and costs 19.800 ISK. The tour is guaranteed to run Thursdays and Saturdays between June
10 and September 15, and will run any other day for a group of at least four. The total time spent
is 10–12 hours.

Travel | Eyjafjallajökull

Walking On Clouds
Hiking up Iceland’s most infamous glacier

Pósthússtræti 13
101 Reykjavík
Tel: +354 551 1800
www.gamla.is
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www.banthai.name
TOP TEN for....
The Best Restaurant in Iceland
DV. 17.06.11

Utter the word ‘Eyjafjallajökull’ to many
non-Icelanders and you’ll get a cringe
and a travel horror story as a response.
Actually, say ‘Eyjafjallajökull’ and you’ll
get a “God bless you! That was some
sneeze!” Then when you explain what
Eyjafjallajökull is (the glacier covering a
volcano that erupted in 2010, stopping
air traffic across the world) you’ll get the
cringe and a travel horror story. These
people probably haven’t been to the top
of Eyjafjallajökull and if they have, they
don’t appreciate the stunning beauty
of the view and the grounding experience of seeing the crater from which all
that ash erupted. But to reach this view,
there’s a four-hour hike to overcome.

Words
S. Alessio Tummolillo
Photography
Alísa Kalyanova

MISSING: NATO MILITARY VEHICLE
When taking this professionally organised
hike, on an average day you’ll be a picked
up in an 8x8 former NATO military vehicle.
However, the day I went, that NATO car had
a ruined transmission, due to serving in a
rigorous rescue mission a few days prior.
Bummer. Instead, we made the journey to
1000 metre altitude in a jeep with extralarge tires.
The pickup time was rather early, at
06:30. Luckily, this tour’s pick-up happens
to be wherever you are accommodated (with
reasonable limits), so this greatly adds to the
convenience factor. From there, we drove for
an hour until we arrived at an N1 service station, where we got a quick coffee break. At
this point, our guide stressed that if we didn’t
bring some of the things on their list of necessary gear, that they should be purchased
there at the N1.
On a lot of hikes I’ve attended, the guides
tend to ask you to bring a lot of unnecessary
things, which can lead to frustration when
you don’t get to use that brand-new flash
light (with laser pointer!). On this hike, that
isn’t the case. It is absolutely necessary that
you bring everything that you are asked to
bring. I very nearly discovered this the hard
way by not bringing sunglasses. Half way
up the glacier, when I took off the pair I had
bought at N1, I couldn’t see anything. Consider yourself warned.
After our stop, we hopped back in the car
and drove another 45 minutes to the base of
the ascent. The first 1000 metres were a bit
bumpy. We were tossed around the interior
of the jeep like a bunch of maraca beans.
When we got closer to our destination,
the snow got deeper. Through one of these
spots, our guide Atli requested we “think
light thoughts.” It seemed to work, because
we shortly arrived at the place where we
would begin our hike.
At the outset, the hike took a surprising turn. Within ten minutes, every member
of our group was sweating profusely. We
stripped down to T-shirts for the first bit of
the hike, making our way up a 1.666 metre
high glacier bare-armed.

GEAR UP
For the duration of the trip, the group would
stop to take snack breaks to renew our energy, a necessity on long trips. During one of
these breaks, we were required to rope up.
The harnesses were provided for us, and a
rope was strung between each member of
the group. This was to prevent from anyone
falling into a crevasse. Atli instructed us that
should we fall into one, this system would
prevent us from falling further than to our
waist—and then he’d come and fish us out—
so there was really nothing to be worried
about. Thankfully, no one fell into a crevasse.
As we continued our ascent from this
point, the temperature dropped again. We
were level with the lowest clouds—an amazing sight to behold, and something I had only
experienced through the window of an airplane.
Finally, we reached the summit of the
volcano and were able to look down into the
crater created by the March 2010 eruption.
The crater still steamed from the heat of the
eruption. Looking out, there was a beautiful
view of Iceland that even the biggest hikeo-phobes out there should witness. After
spending some time at the top to take in the
view, we headed back to the jeep, to return
to Reykjavík.
The trip to the top of Eyjafjallajökull was
a memorable experience that gave a positive perspective on an island/mountain/glacier that is otherwise cursed by people all
around the world. But the view from the top
isn’t all there is to this hike. Getting to walk
through clouds and notice the landscape
dwindling behind you is all part of the hiking
experience. If you are feeling rushed, don’t
be afraid to tell the guide to slow down the
pace. After all, hiking is as much about the
journey as the destination.

Tourist books

MATTHÍAS ÁRNI INGIMARSSON,
MORGUNBLAÐIÐ NEWSPAPER

NUMBER ONE ON THE ICELANDIC BESTSELLER LIST
FOR MORE THAN 30 WEEKS!

ENJOY THE BEAUTY OF UNTAMED NATURE
Few volcanic eruptions in Iceland have made as many headlines as the one that
started in the EYJAFJALLAJÖKULL volcano in March 2010.
The volcano’s stark beauty contrasts strikingly with the sheer havoc it has wreaked
all around the world.

AVAILABLE IN BOOKSTORES AND TOURIST SHOPS
AROUND ICELAND – AND AT KEFLAVÍK AIRPORT

Ragnar Th. Sigurðsson’s stunning photos and the accompanying text (in English and Icelandic) by Ari Trausti Guðmundsson give an insightful and imposing view of the eruption as it unfolds.
Ragnar has won international acclaim for his work, including three CLIO awards.
His photos have for example been on the front page of The New York Times and
on the cover of National Geographic. Ari Trausti is held in high regard for his
many books and TV programs on geology and volcanism.

Uppheimar Publishing | Tel.: +354 511 2450 | uppheimar@uppheimar.is | www.uppheimar.is

NEXT STOP:
YOUR BUS PASS
THE EASY
& CHEAP WAY
TO GET AROUND
REYKJAVIK
Places of sale

Ticket offices of Strætó, hotels and hostels
in Reykjavik.

Prices

One day pass:
700 kr.
Three day pass: 1.700 kr.
(The public fare for a single trip is 350 kr.)

Gildir:

Gildir til:

The pass comes with a booklet that includes a
route map and tips on some cool things to do with
your bus pass. Further information on www.bus.is
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La Parra

de Reikiavik

48 Horas En Reikiavik
Te preparamos el mejor plan para un fin de semana en esta mágica ciudad

Reikiavik tiene gran cantidad de lugares
por visitar, algunos de ellos escondidos
a los ojos de los viajeros. 48 horas dan
para mucho y, por eso, te hacemos algunas recomendaciones para aprovechar
al máximo el fin de semana. Si sigues
nuestra guía disfrutarás de lo mejor de
la ciudad. Comencemos nuestro recorrido por la capital de Islandia.
El sábado por la mañana es una
buena ocasión para darse un paseo por
el puerto y sentir de cerca la vida pesquera. Seguimos caminando hacia el
este y, tras pasar a los pies del Harpa
—el pintoresco auditorio de cristal—,
llegamos a Sólfarið (Sæbraut, s/n), una
hermosa escultura de un barco vikingo
desde donde podremos observar unas
sensacionales vistas de Esja. Tras desayunar en la acogedora cafetería Hemmi
og Valdi (Laugavegur, 21), es buen
momento para recorrer Laugavegur, la
calle más comercial. Allí encontraremos
tiendas donde comprar todo lo que se
nos ocurra. Si quieres conseguir buena
música islandesa no dudes en visitar
Bad Taste (Laugavegur, 28), una de las
tiendas de discos más representativas
de la ciudad.
Mientras subimos por la bohemia
Skólavörðustígur y fisgoneamos algunas de sus galerías, nos vamos acercando a la encantadora cafetería Babalú (Skólavörðustigur, 22a). Entre sus
paredes, donde es fácil sentirse como
en el salón de tu propia casa, pasaremos un rato agradable antes acercarnos a la majestuosa Hallgrímskirkja.
Esta iglesia, que se terminó de construir
en 1986, es la más alta de Islandia. Si
subimos en el ascensor y coronamos la
torre disfrutaremos de unas vistas espectaculares de la ciudad.

La hora de comer se acerca y, sin
lugar a dudas, Vitabar (Bergþórugata,
21) es un buen lugar para calmar el
apetito. Sus sabrosas hamburguesas,
sobretodo la de queso azul, son una
delicia que no debéis dejar de probar.
Desde allí nos dirigimos hacia Perlan,
uno de los lugares más reconocibles en
Reikiavik. Ubicado en una pequeña colina llamada Öskjuhlíð, el edificio acoge
el Museo de las Sagas y un mirador
hexagonal con una panorámica estupenda de la ciudad y sus alrededores. A
sus pies, uno puede darse un paseo por
un relajante bosque de pinos. Si caminamos unos minutos llegaremos a pie
hasta la playa termal de Nauthólsvik.
El agua se mantiene en alrededor de
20°C, que invita a darnos un chapuzón
a pesar de estar tan cerca del Círculo
Polar Ártico. Desde allí, el autobús 19
nos dejará de nuevo en el centro de la
ciudad.
Después de pasar por nuestro alojamiento y relajarnos con una buena
ducha, comenzamos la noche cogiendo
fuerzas con una suculenta cena en Sea
Baron (Geirsgata, 8), famoso por su deliciosa sopa de langosta. Sin olvidarnos
de sus sabrosas brochetas que podemos disfrutar por un precio razonable.
Tras la cena comienza la “runtur”, la
ruta de pubs de Reikiavik, que va desde
medianoche hasta las 5 de la mañana.
La idea es ir cambiando de local y no
quedarse en el mismo toda la noche.
Uno de los mejores recorridos es pasar
por Den Danske Kro (Ingólfsstræti, 3),
Kaffibarinn (Bergstaðastræti, 1), Café
Oliver (Laugavegur 20a) y terminar en
Bakkus (Tryggvagata 22) o Bárbara
(Laugavegur, 22), este último de ambiente gay. Eso sí, antes de volver a casa,

hay que tomarse un perrito caliente en
Bæjarins beztu pylsur (Tryggvagata,
10), un archifamoso puesto cerca del
puerto donde celebridades como Bill
Clinton ya han probado el que hace
unos años fue considerado como el
mejor perrito caliente de Europa.
Para recuperarnos de los estragos
del día anterior, tomaremos el autobús 14 que nos llevará a la piscina de
Laugardalslaug (Sundlaugarveg, s/n).
Este espacio cuenta con una piscina
principal de 50 metros, baños calientes,
jacuzzi, sauna y un tobogán de 86 metros de largo del que pueden disfrutar
pequeños y mayores.
De vuelta al centro, no podemos
dejar de visitar la plaza Austurvöllur. Es
el momento de contemplar el AlÞingi,
el actual parlamento de Islandia, y la
vieja iglesia de Dómkirkjan, uno de los
edificios más antiguos de la ciudad. Y si
hace buen tiempo podemos tirarnos un
rato en el césped.
Para terminar la tarde, nos dirigimos
hacía el lago Tjömin, especialmente
hermoso durante la puesta de sol. En
una de sus orillas se encuentra el ayuntamiento de Reikiavik.
Para acabar el día, cenamos en
Gamla Smiðjan (Lækjargötu, 8), una
de las mejores pizzerías de la ciudad.
Tras saciarnos, la jornada concluye escuchando jazz en Fáktory (Smidjustig,
6), donde todos los domingos ofrecen
una agradable sesión de música en directo. Y tras dos intensos días, lo mejor
es ir a descansar y ordenar todos los
momentos vividos durante el largo fin
de semana.

Félix Jiménez

Cuestión De Geografía

Un cielo magmático, pero no de estrellas. Los paseos “nocturnos” durante
esta época en Islandia permanecen iluminados por el vigilante sol estival. El
Círculo Polar Ártico abraza tan solo el
norte del país de las runas y las sagas
vikingas. Sin embargo, es suficiente
para saber que en Islandia la luz va a
diferir de la del resto del mundo y que,
desde los extremos del planeta los astros nos miran con otros ojos.
Islandia está situada por encima del
Trópico de Cáncer, de modo que nunca
recibe el Sol de forma directa. En el Ecuador no hay estaciones y en los polos

es tan radical el cambio de luz y temperatura que afirman que existen solo
dos: luz y oscuridad. En cierta medida
no es desacertada esta creencia.
El movimiento planetario provoca
dos veces al año que la incidencia del
astro de lava sea completamente perpendicular al Ecuador. Es entonces
cuando Sol y Luna actúan el mismo
tiempo en el escenario cósmico de todo
el mundo, excepto en los polos del planeta. Allí, el año se convierte en un día
de doce meses, resplandor y lobreguez
se suceden en períodos semejantes de
seis meses. Este día de medio año de
duración se separa de la eterna negrura
por los solsticios, uno de los momentos más especiales y celebrados en los
remates del globo terráqueo. El 23 de
diciembre el Sol viaja al Hemisferio Sur
dejando que el hielo cubra los países
escandinavos. Seis meses después, él
incide perpendicularmente sobre el
Trópico de Cáncer, en la mitad norte
de la “naranja”, reactivando el riego de

las cascadas que permanecían en suspenso.
Sucede, en ciertas ocasiones, que
la naturaleza eclipsa al ser humano. Es
entonces cuando la especie advierte su
involuntaria sumisión a los anhelos de
los cuatro elementos fundamentales.
Mar, cielo, fuego y aire se conjugan
en el Norte del mundo. La luz estival
sorprende al foráneo acostumbrado a
apuntar el cielo y calcar en el aire la Osa
Mayor y El Cinturón de Orión, mientras
pasea en la noche. La bóveda celeste
en erupción logra mostrar lo más pasional de Islandia. Conviven hielo y
fuego. Siempre han dicho que la luz lo
aclara todo pero, ¿qué ocurre cuando
opaca al hombre?
Esta foto fue tomada un martes 5
de julio de 2011 a la 1 de la mañana y
muestra lo máximo que puede llegar a
esconderse el Sol en julio en la capital.
Costanera Reikiavik.

Marta Bardón
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Can We Capture Iceland?
Thoughts in the wake of the Skjaldborg documentary festival

not come from the aforementioned 1925
article, it's from one entitled "Filmmaking and tourism" that was published in
Fréttablaðið in 2010. It’s written by Björn
Brynjúlfur Björnsson, film director and
then-head of the Icelandic Academy of
Film and Television. It seems that the
article from 1925 had proved prophetic,
and Björn goes on to state how TV show

ten felt a bit too tight, not by way of Coca
Cola bottles placed in odd places in the
frame, rather because of long dramatic
shots of landscape that had very little
to do with story or character but much
more with presenting the image that has
been demanded since, at least, 1925.

‘Nonni & Manni’ increased tourism from
German speaking countries and how
‘Children Of Nature’ increased Japanese tourism to Iceland by 27,8 percent
and from this concludes: "According to
research, 18% of all travellers come to
Iceland directly because of films".
The article is written around the crux
of the ‘Inspired by Iceland’ campaign,
but mostly in response to the cuts in
film funding by the government. Fighting
those cuts, which were more severe than
in other art forms, is a worthy cause—but
it is strange that nowhere in the article
is artistic value mentioned, or the roles
that films can have in dissecting a society whose ills the economic collapse had
made so painfully visible. Those kinds
of film might capture Iceland, but they'll
hardly capture too many tourists, right?
And that bond between filmmakers, advertisers and the tourism industry has of-

And looking at the list of films for Skjaldborg beforehand I was a bit apprehensive
this could be the case all too often. The
selection seemed to be rather skewed
towards nature and villages, the old clichés of Iceland we use to charm tourists
with, but are getting quite bored with
ourselves, considering about 60–70%
of us live in the capital area. Thankfully,
most of those films truly tried their best
to be critical, yet compassionate, of their
subject matters.
“Adequate Beings” (‘Land míns
föður’) takes place in Dalirnir, an area
we passed on the way to the festival in
Patreksfjörður, and while it is perhaps
short on story, it's long on mood. And
that mood is a common one for Icelandic
villages, the mood of a once proud and
bustling town that has seen most of its
people flee a crumbling economy and
lack of jobs. In the case of this town it

A9AINST THE CLERGY

Reverend John, who will not leave
his land and becomes the prisoner of
his own loneliness and depression,
is he Iceland? Old men, reminiscing
about an old sports field, are they
Iceland? The Reykjavík 9, accused
of attacking the powers that be,
are they Iceland? Young men, running like madmen, are they Iceland?
Missed opportunities, the dreams
we never followed through with, are
they Iceland? The small town that
withers away around us, is that Iceland? The cancer we conquer, is that
Iceland?
Can we capture reality? This was the
headline of a panel held at the Skjaldborg film festival. That is one of the
eternal questions of documentary filmmaking (although one that often ends up
as: what is reality?) but Skjaldborg is a
festival for Icelandic documentaries, so
the question that is perhaps more relevant for this festival is: can we capture
Iceland?
It's certainly a task beyond a single
film, but a body of diverse work may be
up to the task, even if the real Iceland
will probably always be just outside the
camera's reach.
A SHORT HISTORICAL
BACKGROUND
"We do not only have to show our country’s beauty, to attract tourists. We also
have to show the outside world that
here resides a cultured nation, that has
culture both old and new, a nation of as

high a standard as other Nordic countries". Thus wrote a film critic in Morgunblaðið in 1925, in an article about a
film by Loftur Guðmundsson, a film the
unnamed critic never bothers to mention
by name. He goes on and calls for the
film to be shorn of the ugly bits before
it gets shown to foreigners, and it becomes quite clear he doesn't mean the
scenes that don't work cinematically, but
simply the scenes that he does not find
flattering towards the nation—and finally
the writer concludes: "... everyone must
do their part to give the outside world
the prettiest and best picture, when the
foreign public first gets to know our nation in their cinemas".
But this notion, of filmmaking as
mere tourism propaganda, is not just
an ancient relic: "Film is one of the most
pertinent forms of promoting a country
and has huge influence on the stream of
tourists the world over". This quote does

Landsvirkjun is one of Europe’s leading
renewable energy companies
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is the closing of the slaughterhouse that
seems to be the last nail in the coffin,
for most other run-down places it's the
fact the fishing quota has been taken
away from them. And it is telling that
the filmmaker, Ólafur Jóhannesson (also
known as Olaf de Fleur), is born there,
but like most people who dreamt of bigger things, he had to move. Like perhaps

little airtime. But the miracle of the movie
is how close filmmaker Steinþór Birgisson gets to this very real person, a stock
character in Icelandic mythmaking that
is usually seen as eccentric and endearing, while the truth tends to be more towards lonely and sad.
However, there is an underlying
theme that some other filmmaker might

sands of us that could also be accused
of attacking parliament, a parliament
that many felt had done itself more harm
than a few protesters ever could. The
film doesn't narrate the trial, but rather
shows those nine people (and in fact a
tenth protestor, who in a way stands for
all those of us who were not brought to
court, even if we were just as guilty/in-

mantic parts, the supermarkets and the
trash heaps. By putting people in unusual contexts in these surroundings, talking about revolutions and corruption—
and in one scene simply screaming—the
film makes us see them all over again.
RUNNING AMID BROKEN DREAMS
Surprisingly, the less romantic parts of

about this field, but somehow the film
failed to tell it. The scenes from the old
field were often very interesting, but
the director failed to use them to build
a coherent narrative. Worse, the film
proved oddly male-dominated, because
while those old pictures showed plenty
of women and young girls, the film was
constantly interrupted by old men remi-

“The debate in
Icelandic society tends
to be Reykjavík vs. the
countryside. Just like
the films, which usually
focus on just one of those
places, rarely both.”

most of us who live in the big city: if it
wasn't us, it was our parents or grandparents.
Then there were the two films that
really stuck with me after the festival:
“John And The Reverend John” (‘Jón og
séra Jón’) and “A9ainst” (‘Ge9n’). They
may seem worlds apart, but they keep
bumping into each other in my head.
Perhaps it helped that nine of us got
locked in a heated debate long into the
night, mostly about those films and related matters—but it was interesting that
those who most liked the former were
critical of the latter’s lack of narrative
and central character. And character is
“John And The Reverend John's” strong
point—it really focused on one character,
the John of the title, and his descent into
madness. The Johns of the title are really
one and the same; it's a Jekyll and Hyde
story, although Dr. Jekyll admittedly gets

do well to explore further: the inhumane
society of the Icelandic clergy. When it
becomes clear that John is losing his
mind, the church does not move in to
help its servant get the best possible
treatment, medical or otherwise. No, it
simply uses every trick in the book to get
him off their land. This is a society within
a society, where the battle for jobs and
lands is fierce. Since I've been back from
Skjaldborg, the news has again been full
of stories of scandals within the church.
One can't help but come to the conclusion that another “A9ainst” is needed,
this time about the clergy.
“A9ainst” itself revolves around the
Reykjavík 9, the group of people tried for
attacking Iceland’s parliament. The relevance of the subject matter is clear when
we consider the January Revolution of
2009, and the fact that if they are guilty,
then they are not alone; there were thou-

nocent). We get to hear their views and
their stories, but even so I didn't really
feel it was about them so much as some
underlying horror. It's actually a new version of the classic monster under the bed
story, albeit with a very real monster that
is some freakish hybrid of capitalism,
government, nationalism and old power
structures. This is a monster that twists
some truths and sweeps other uncomfortable ones under the carpet, so the
question remains unanswered: will they
be able to keep “A9ainst” out of the public consciousness? The film is slated to
show in Reykjavík this September, but
we've yet to see if that will be enough.
Yet another feature of “A9ainst” was
to capture an Iceland we hadn't seen
before—and that sometimes took a bit
of staging. It showed us parts of the city
that, yes, we've seen—just usually not in
movies or photographs. It's the less ro-

Reykjavík also got their due in ‘Freerunning’, one of two sports films premiered
at the festival. Freerunning is a sport
that is all about running and jumping, on
and off rooftops—it's simply about getting from A to B in a direct line—which
means you enter through parts of town
you would otherwise never see. It really
is a film about teenage boys (and some
in their twenties) who have found a way
to channel all their frantic energy into
something that is very much their own,
their private domain—and even if most of
us would never dare to try it, we sort of
understood.
The other sport film at the festival,
‘Blikk’ (part one of two apparently), was
all about the public domain. In fact it was
about a sports field, Melavöllurinn, that
until Laugardalsvöllur was built was the
headquarters for most Icelandic sports.
There is a fascinating story to be told

Who needs oil
when you have rain?
Visit our new interactive exhibition on renewable energy
at Búrfell Power Station.

Free admission 10 am to 6 pm every day.
Route information at www.landsvirkjun.com/visitors

niscing about past glories, and not until
the very end was a woman interviewed.
It must be said that women were underrepresented in most films at the festival,
in other cases it could usually be excused
because of the story being told but hardly in this case. However, the movie also
followed the traces of Icelandic nationalism to our earliest sport heroes, a nationalism that has become bent and corrupt
in the more modern films like “A9ainst”.
Finally I should mention ‘Paradox’, a
film that in its own way captures Icelandic filmmaking history in a story of two
generations. The first was a generation
mostly without filmmakers, when Icelandic filmmaking was in its infancy—which
was as late as the 1960s. Two Icelandic
filmmakers arrive from Sweden to shoot

Continues on page 44

The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 10 — 2011

42

We wrote this article about the time we had a one-hour layover in Akureyri while flying from
Grímsey to Reykjavík. Thanks for that hour, Air Iceland, it was way fun! Flights to
Akureyri can be booked at www.airiceland.is or by calling 570-3000

Travel | Akureyri

LAYING OVER IN AKUREYRI

“

With an hour and a half
to kill in Akureyri, we were
able to indulge in two of the
town’s musts for tourists
and Icelanders alike. The ice
cream at Brynja at the very
least rivals the best ice cream
shop of Reykjavík (step up
your game, Ísbúð Vesturbæjar)

Words
S. Alessio Tummolillo
Photography
Julia Staples

With an hour and a half layover in Akureyri before
a flight to Reykjavík, Grapevine’s photographer
and I were frustrated. Unlike international airports,
Akureyri domestic airport doesn’t have countless
stores one can mosey in and out of to kill time. Instead, there’s one, tiny café. Right as we were ready
to start ranting and complaining to each other about
how we had absolutely nothing to do, we realised
that another attribute Akureyri Airport doesn’t share
with most international airports is its closeness to
the main city.
Usually, international airports require a forty minute to one hour drive into the city, while you can be
in the heart of Akureyri within five minutes from its
domestic airport, and with an hour and a half, you
could kill two touristy birds with one stone (leave the
puffins alone, though).
I SCREAM, YOU SCREAM, BRYNJA SCREAMS
FOR BRYNJA ÍS
Our first stop was Brynja at Aðalstræti 3. Brynja is a
little ice cream shop that might not look like much,
but it is actually packed with wonder and history. Arguably (the only people who may argue are people
from Reykjavík) the best ice cream shop in Iceland,
the proprietor tells us that the only known difference

Grapevine’s fun-filled hour
in the capital of the North

between Brynja’s ice cream (known to Icelanders as
Brynjuís) and any other shop is that they use milk instead of cream in their recipe. The rest of the recipe
is a tightly guarded secret by the family owned shop,
known only to the owner and his son-in-law. According to employee Krista B. Kristjánsdóttir, competitors
call in regularly to try and get the recipe from the
employees (one of which is in fact named Brynja).
While we were there, I got a pretty standard
tornado. However, this ice cream shop doesn’t stop
at the regular toppings. They extend well into the
gummy category, with toppings such as banana
gummies, cherry gummies amongst many others.
The ice cream served did in fact have a milky quality
to it, making it a lot lighter on the stomach than your
standard ice cream. Which would prove important,
as our next stop was the church of Akureyri, for ‘the
Akureyri Challenge.’
THE NEW AND IMPROVED ULTIMATE AKUREYRI CHALLENGE
The original Akureyri challenge is to start at the bottom of the church steps, run up them as fast as you
can while counting every step along the way, and
then run back down. But, considering the fact that I
had just finished a medium ‘tornado’ (vanilla soft ice

cream with three toppings mixed in), when it came
time to take this challenge, I was severely worried
that I may be tasting some Brynjuís again, with some
stomach acid thrown in the mix. Thus, The Ultimate
Akureyri Challenge was born.
This challenge isn’t for the faint of heart, or stomach. Before heading to the church to take the challenge, make a stop at Brynja and polish off a medium
sized tornado, then get your sprinting shoes on. If
you manage to run up and down the steps while
keeping your ice cream down, and getting the right
number of steps, you’ve successfully completed The
Ultimate Akureyri Challenge!
With an hour and a half to kill in Akureyri, we
were able to indulge in two of the town’s musts for
tourists and Icelanders alike. The ice cream at Brynja
at the very least rivals the best ice cream shop of
Reykjavík (step up your game, Ísbúð Vesturbæjar),
and the Ultimate Akureyri Challenge was an accomplishment, even though there isn’t any reward
(except for maybe applause from people at the top
of the steps). With another hour or two, it isn’t too
farfetched to imagine that one could get to know everyone in the town and possibly run for mayor.

Always best price online.

Various online-offers to all Air Iceland's d
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from Reykjavík. It can be booked at www.re.is or by calling 580 5400.
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Travel | Jökulsárlón

JÖKULSÁRLÓN IS STUNNING AND BEAUTIFUL

Words
Julia Staples
Photography
Julia Staples

If you are looking to experience an
overwhelming landscape without
ever having to leave the comfort of
your car, Jökulsárlón is the place.
This 200 metre deep, eighteen square
kilometre glacial lagoon has been
dubbed ‘nature’s ever-changing
sculpture park.’ That is for good reason, as the glacial runoff that creates
the lagoon carries with it small icebergs and bits of glacier that dot the
lagoon with their fascinating natural
shapes. This natural wonder is only
sixty years old, and was created by a
receding glacier (and that may or may

s destinations.

not have something to do with global
warming, depending on your political
views).
I have visited this lagoon over a
dozen times and every time I still feel
like a kid in a candy store with my
camera. If impressing your friends at
home with your photographs tickles
your fancy, this is a place not to be
missed. And if spiritual rebirth and
awakening is your thing, I can’t imagine a better place to make that happen.
Jökulsárlón may well provide the
most stunning landscape one can

observe from a car. It’s like a drive-in
movie theatre. No hiking necessary
(although I really would recommend
stepping out). However, if you have
the money for a guided boat tour, you
can get extra close to the glaciers and
even sample some of the thousand
year-old ice. If you have the energy,
stamina and skill for hiking, there are
numerous tours that provide guided
walks on the glacier that feeds the
lagoon.
Only a six-hour drive from Reykjavík, a trip to this lagoon can be done
in one day on any number of tours. I

would choose going here over going
to the ‘Golden Circle’ any day, and I
recommend you do the same if you
are willing to endure the driving (although the current road closure by
the Múlakvísl bridge, due to the recent glacial flooding makes the trip
a little more tricky—there are apparently ferry services on offer between
07:00 and 23:00, do some research
before you get going). If you are extra
lucky the trip will come with a side of
seal sightings as they very much like
to sun themselves on top of the icebergs.
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“

I have visited this lagoon
over a dozen times and every
time I still feel like a kid in a
candy store with my camera
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Tours are every weekday at 11:00 and 14:00, with an Icelandic one every Sunday at
15:00. Private outings can be booked. More info at www.facebook.com/ungsag

Reykjavík | Tours

RELIVE THE HISTORY OF REYKJAVÍK
—FOR FREE!

Most cities and towns around the
world have a fascinating history that
the common visitor can explore and
enjoy. Reykjavík is no exception…
On a windy day in Reykjavík, we meet
up with Andrea Björk Andrésdóttir and
Ólöf Vignisdóttir, a couple of friendly history students from the University of Iceland. This summer, they are branching
out and employing their studies to carry
out a ‘historical tour of Reykjavík’ that
they devised with the support of youth
centre Hitt Húsið. “We started planning
this project in January, mainly because
we were frustrated with how the local
academic community had little interest
in the public representation of Icelandic
history, especially with regard to tourists,” they tell me.
READY, STEADY, GO!
We begin our tour at the Ingólfstorg
square, as Andrea explains that this
current site of buildings and stores was
farmland in the early years of Reykjavík.
While our guides explain some curiosities about the city, we come to Aðalstræti, where some of Reykjavík’s oldest
buildings stand. Andrea then tells us the
story of Skúli Magnússon, who would be
celebrating his 300th birthday this year
were he still alive.
Skúli founded the first industrial enterprise in Iceland in 1751, the Innréttingar woollen workshops. His goal was to
set up a modern (for the time) industry
that would regenerate Iceland’s agriculture, fishing and wool processing. Acting
as an entrepreneur, as well as town magistrate of Reykjavík, Skúli brought indus-

try to the city and encouraged the construction of wool-factories and stores
on both sides of the Aðalstræti. These
buildings eventually formed the centre
of the town and led to the beginning of
urban development in Reykjavík in 1786.
Because of that, Skúli Magnússon is
considered by many people as having
transformed Reykjavík into a town.
THE ROCK VILLAGE
After observing and learning about some
of the oldest houses in Reykjavík, our
route takes us to the city’s first suburb,
Grjótaþorpið, which we could translate
as “The Rock Village.” We learn how the
area got its name, and about a crazy plan
that the bubble-Icelanders of 2007 had
in store for the area. Both of those stories alone make the tour worth attending, and both are best told by Andrea
and Ólöf, so we’ll use this opportunity to
urge you to attend.
From Grjótaþorpið we observe a
house known as ‘Vaktarabærinn’ in
Garðastræti, where the town’s first
watchmen held post. The house was
built around 1848 and derives its moniker from the fact that it is where Reykjavík’s first ‘watchmen’ held post, making
sure its citizens wouldn’t commit crimes
and misdemeanours. Walking along
Garðastræti we also learn about Unuhús,
which was known as a centre of culture
in the early 20th century. It was a regular
meeting place for young poets and artists, such as Stefán frá Hvítadal, Steinn
Steinarr and Iceland’s Nobel laureate,
Halldór Laxness.

THE AMAZING DISAPPEARING
SWASTIKA
Walking on to Tryggvagata, Andrea tells
us about Jón Sigurðsson, the leader of
the 19th century Icelandic independence
movement, whose efforts are now credited with the constitution Icelanders received in 1874 and are currently trying to
rewrite.
We find ourselves front of the Radisson SAS Hotel, next to the Bæjarins
bestu hot dog stand. Ólöf explains the
history of the building, which opened
in 1919 as the headquarters of Iceland’s
first shipping company, Eimskipafélag
Íslands. In 2005, the building reopened
as a hotel and has kept some of the
classic elements, but they decided not
to retain one of them. The building was,
until 2005, adorned by the shipping company’s old logo... a swastika. When the
building was transformed into a hotel in
the mid ‘00s, its new proprietors decided
to cover up the much-maligned symbol.
Instead of a swastika, the numbers 1919
now adorn the building, marking the year
it was built.
The tour without a doubt provides
an excellent opportunity to learn about
Reykjavík’s rich and relatively short history. I left it with a lot of insight and a new
way of thinking about the city I’m calling
home for the summer. Furthermore, I’ve
acquired some great anecdotes to tell
visiting friends, stories of drunken revolutionaries, rivers of champagnes and
street fires. Reykjavík will never look the
same to me, in a good way.
FÉLIX JIMÉNEZ
JULIA STAPLES

Continued from page 41
a wordless film with newly graduated actors. But
while they finish the shooting, they never get around
to editing it and the film seems doomed to lay unfinished in its box forever. However, one of the main
actors, Sigurður Skúlason, asks younger filmmakers
for help in finishing the film. They agree to edit the
old material—but the news stirs the old filmmakers
from their slumber. They somehow, for reasons we
never quite learn, never managed to make the film
they dreamt about—and now some young Turks are
stealing their thunder and making a film different to
the one they had in mind. In a way you feel sorry for
the old filmmakers that never got the same opportunities as their young counterparts, but at the same
time you realise they already shot the movie, most of
the work was done, yet they let it lay there all these
years—which feels like a very typical Icelandic kind of
neglect.
THE ETERNAL BATTLE
To answer the original question: did those films capture Iceland? Well, they captured important parts of
it, sometimes parts we haven't seen much of before.
And the films were for the most part well done and
honest in their intentions. But, rather typically, they
mostly happened at the usual polar opposites of Icelandic society: the capital area and the countryside.
“The Will To Live” (‘Lífsviljinn’), a short film about a
young man who beats cancer, was the one exception
I saw, since it took place in Egilsstaðir, but the towns
of Iceland are hardly seen.
And in the end, they didn't show my Iceland, an
Iceland I share with tens (if not hundreds) of thousands. Those of us who grew up outside of Reykjavík
but emigrated there, either for school or work—or
both. We're usually caught in the firing line, because
the debate in Icelandic society tends to be Reykjavík
vs. the countryside. Just like the films, which usually
focus on just one of those places, rarely both. And
nobody bothers to ask us those two simple questions: "Why did you leave?" and "Why didn't you
come back?" But I do hope there is an able filmmaker
out there asking those questions right now, because
this is an Iceland we haven't been able to capture yet.
I don't know if it would bring in the tourists, but it
would help us locals revisit ourselves. Because while
those two nations, rural and urban, keep telling their
own stories, their common one is yet untold.
ÁSGEIR H. INGÓLFSSON
STILLS FROM GE9GN

Continued from page 12
WAS ANY OF THIS REASONABLE?
Well, of course it was completely reasonable to expect this kind of growth if you seriously believed
the hype of the banks and their cheerleaders. In a
speech given in 2004, Kaupþing executive chairman Sigurjón Árnason announced that the bank
was to become one of the five largest banks of
Scandinavia within five years, a feat that meant
the bank would ‘only’ need to double in size every
year, for five years. And in 2005, then-prime minister Halldór Ásgrímsson, announced his ‘dream’ of
Iceland as a ‘global financial centre’ in ten years,
by 2015. Certainly, if one believed these goals were
attainable, believing FL Group could continue to
churn out record profits at least a decade and the
banks could double in size every year seems reasonable enough.
Ok. But exactly what would that kind of growth
have meant? For example, what would it have
looked like if the inevitable crash had not come
and the financial system had continued growing
like did prior to 2007? Let’s say, for example, if the
banks had continued their growth uninterrupted
until 2015, the year Iceland was supposed to have
reached its goal of becoming a ‘global financial
centre’? Even if the growth had slowed down to the
pace of the years 1999–2003, or 30% annually, and

even if we assume a robust growth in the Icelandic
GDP, it would still have meant that the banks would
have become 48 times larger than the Icelandic
economy.
At that time the Icelandic banking system would
have been roughly as big as the entire economy of
Switzerland. And if Iceland barely survived the collapse of a banking system that was nine times larger
than its GDP, one can barely imagine the magnitude
of the catastrophe had the bubble managed to inflate to the full extent of the dreams of its most enthusiastic proponents.

Continued from page 18
in a poem from that time. Iceland had been under
Norwegian and later Danish kings since 1262 but this
was the first time one of them visited the country.
King Christian IX has been known as "the
father-in-law of Europe" for his children married
into other royal houses. Among his direct male descendants are the heirs to the British throne, Prince
Charles and his son Prince William.
A GOLDEN AGE OF TRADE
Across Lækjargata we have the square called Lækjartorg. This used to be a main thoroughfare until the
early 1970s, with buses stopping there and all sorts of
shops surrounding the square. Later it fell into disrepair, but now it is maybe seeing better days with a renovation project that includes the rebuilding of some
old houses that burned down in a great fire in 2007.
But the golden days of shopping are long gone
in Lækjartorg—the face of the square is rather that
of the gloomy court house. But once up on a time,
around the turn of the 20th century, there stood the
shopping house of Thomsen. There are glittering descriptions of it, it had a special department for wine,
for cigars and shoes—and Thomsen was also the
man who imported the first motorcar to Iceland in
1904. It was not a great success at the time.
Thomsen was one of a group of Danish merchants who traded in Iceland. When the movement
for independence grew they started to become unpopular and gradually many of them left. Thomsens
magasín, as it was called, closed during World War I
and its large timber building on Lækjartorg was finally torn down in 1961.
After this trade declined, Icelanders were not
very savvy in matters of commerce. They have also
had a great penchant for all sorts of trade restrictions,
tariffs and barriers, so gradually the country entered
a long period when consumer goods were scarce and
rationing was prevalent. And now, a century after
Thomsen, currency restrictions are back in order in
Iceland as a result of the economic crash.
THE WOMEN’S STRIKE
Lækjartorg has also been a venue for meetings and
demonstrations, the most famous of which being on
October 24, 1974, when the square and its surrounding streets filled with women who were striking to
protest against inequality. Most of the female population of the country took part in this event—which is
definitely one of the most important in the history of
the women’s movement in Iceland.
Now we have The Harp at the furthest end of
Lækjargata, not far from where the old coal crane
used to stand until 1968. The building of the concert
house really calls for the beautification of Lækjargata.
It is now a big traffic artery, but it would be best if
most of the car traffic was directed elsewhere. Plans
have been drawn up to open the river again and planting trees alongside its banks. Surely this is the future
of this old, historic street.
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Taste the best of Iceland
in one amazing meal

Icelandic
Gourmet Fiest
Our famous Icelandic menu
includes Brennivín
and 7 delicious tapas
Starts with a shot of the infamous
Icelandic spirit Brennivín
Smoked puffin with blueberry
“brennivín” sauce
Icelandic sea-trout with peppers-salsa
Lobster tails baked in garlic
Pan-fried monkfish with lobster sauce
Grilled Icelandic lamb Samfaina
Minke Whale with cranberry-sauce
White chocolate "Skyr" mousse
with passion coulis

5.890 ikr.
The only kitchen
in Reykjavík open

23:30 on weekdays
and 01:00 on weekends

to

RESTAURANT- BAR
Vesturgata 3B | 101 Reykjavík | Tel: 551 2344 | www.tapas.is
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Have you had some problems learning Icelandic? Is it super-friggin-hard? Tell us about it!
Maybe we can make some sort of support group, who knows?

46
Language | Icelandic

Thoughts On Learning Icelandic
of the reasons why immigrant groups
differ in their overall acquisition of the
Icelandic language is the distance between Icelandic and the individual's
mother tongue. Although there are no
figures to relate Icelandic to other languages, we can use English as a yardstick, because English and Icelandic
have a rather short linguistic distance
from one another. The highest levels
of language acquisition are Swedish,
Norwegian and Dutch, while language
learning is at its lowest levels of acquisition for Asian languages such as Korean, Mandarin, and Japanese as well
as Arabic.
One can assume that if since the
difficulty for English speakers to learn
Asian languages is great, the difficulty
of Asian born immigrants to learn Icelandic is relatively equal. I believe that
part of the reason why a large group
of Icelanders share the anonymous
student's view about the Icelandic
language is because most Icelanders
speak English very well, and usually
at least one other Nordic Language.
They might think: "If I can learn another
language then so can these lazy immigrants."

Why don’t those damn
foreigners just learn Icelandic? Language learning is highly subjective and,
as Icelanders love to tout, the language is complicated and difficult.
It takes many years to reach ‘communicative competence,’ many
more to acquire the level needed
to read about politics in the daily
paper. Samuel Lefever, Lecturer at
the University of Iceland, states, "If
citizens are to play a full role in today's Europe…they will need competence in a range of languages as
well as positive attitudes towards
speakers of languages from outside their immediate community."

Hmm... "a positive attitude," you say?
The general attitude towards any other
languages here in Iceland, especially in
the job market, is negative (with some
exceptions for other Nordic Languages
and English). Here is a random quote
from an anonymous Icelandic teenager
on the website Dr.is: "I just hate those
foreigners that come to Iceland to live
here but don’t have the decency of putting some effort into learning Icelandic
(they never even try) I really dislike that
kind of group." Whether or not you
agree with the teenager’s statement,
you cannot deny that you’ve heard it
many times.
LINGUISTIC DISTANCE
The concept of ‘linguistic distance’
regards the extent to which two languages differ from each other. One

rarily, devoting large amounts of time
to learning the Icelandic language is
impractical. Where will they use it? The
likelihood of ever running into another
person who speaks Icelandic outside of
Scandinavia is very slim. Combine this
with the fact that most come here to
work not to study.
Upon their first arrival, most immigrants see Iceland as a stepping-stone
and not a permanent home. Because of
the country’s isolation and the weather,
people initially assume that this is not
the place they want to root themselves,
yet after a few harsh winters they might
come to realise that this is a wonderful place to raise a family and decide
to stay. In the meantime, they often
focus their efforts on learning English
or working. Therefore, there is an initial delay in many immigrants’ efforts
to learn Icelandic and, unlike other languages, there is almost zero chance of
someone arriving here having already
learned it at school or University.
LANGUAGE OF THE GODS
Iceland is a haven for nature lovers, a
safe place to raise a family, and generally a great place to live if you accept
your role as a foreign-minimum-wage

language learning, one can work very
hard to reach a certain level of communicative competence, which is the new
goal in language teaching. The new
aim in language learning is "the ability
to communicate competently, not the
ability to use the language exactly as a
native speaker does."
HOW DO YOU LIKE ICELAND?
When I open my mouth to butcher the
sacred language of Þór and Óðinn, the
most common reaction is often that all
dialogue stops and I am obliged to answer a series of questions. 1) Where are
you from? 2) Why are you here? 3) How
long have you been here? And 4) How
do you like Iceland? For the record: I
love it! My relationship with language
is, however, rocky. While I once strove
to perfect my Icelandic so that I could
speak without my awful southern accent distracting from what I was saying,
I recently adopted an attitude of acceptance. I will never be able to roll my Rs,
nor will I be able to properly explain
why an entire chapter in my ‘Pronunciation of Modern Icelandic’ textbook is
dedicated to the seven different ways
one should pronounce the letter "g."
However, I can communicate competently and continue to improve.

“Iceland is a haven for nature lovers, a safe place
to raise a family, and generally a great place to live
if you accept your role as a foreign-minimum-wage
worker.”
SHOULD I STAY OR SHOULD I GO?
There are an estimated 350.000 Icelandic-speakers in the world, whose
population is now close to 7 billion.
This means that less than 0,04 % of
the world speaks Icelandic. I, and most
citizens, new to Iceland, appreciate the
age, beauty, and preservation of the
language, yet feel it is important keep
in perspective how tiny Iceland is and
how little relation to intelligence the
skill of speaking this language actually
has.
Within the theme of non-discrimination, a dialogue about the small
dog syndrome, which plagues Iceland,
should be opened. For the future of
people who settle here, many tempo-

worker. If Icelandic isn’t your mother
tongue and you have big dreams, this
can become a land of discontent. It is
rare that a foreigner masters the Icelandic language well enough to study
law or medicine or philosophy, even after years of study. I am not advocating
that a person with non-perfect Icelandic should become an Icelandic poet,
nor am I advocating not protecting
and promoting this beautiful language,
I am only calling for a realistic look at
language in general, within a pluralistic society. We know that the ability
to learn languages is akin to a talent
and lends itself better to certain types
of personalities and learning styles.
Despite having no natural ability for

B.R. NEAL
STEINGRÍMUR GAUTI INGÓLFSSON

The Green Choice
Premium Quality Vegetarian Food
      
    
    
    
     

  
Grænn Kostur is the perfect downtown choice when
you are looking for wholesome, great tasting meals.

Grænn Kostur | Skólavörðustíg 8
101 Reykjavík | Sími: 552 2028
www.graennkostur.is

Opening hours:
Mon - Sat. 11:30 - 21:00
Sun. 13:00 - 21:00

1.490
kr.
Vegetarian Dish of the Day

BSÍ Bus Terminal
101 Reykjavík
580 5400
main@re.is t www.re.is

BE THE MASTER OF
YOUR VACATION!
BUS TOURS SUMMER 2011
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THE BUS YOU CAN’T MISS!
The Flybus is fast, frequent & on schedule every day of the
week from Keflavík International Airport to Reykjavík city or
vice versa.
Transfers from all major hotels & guesthouses in Reykjavík to
Keflavík Airport – for our very flexible schedule kindly consult
our brochures.

Transfer BSÍ Bus Terminal in
Reykjavík city to Keflavík Airport
or vice versa.

Transfer from most hotels and
guesthouses in Reykjavík to
Keflavík Airport or vice versa.

.is
www.flybus

For our flexible
schedule scan
the QR code
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www.cheapjeep.is

YOUR ESSENTIAL GUIDE
TO LIFE, TRAVEL AND
ENTERTAINMENT IN ICELAND

info@cheapjeep.is
+354 562 6555
Hverfisgata 89
101 Reykjavík
Every Day
Summer

08:00 - 22:00

STUFFED WITH STUFF
Page 24
“Reykjavík Energy is bankrupt. The
city is in bad shape and its revenue
has decreased. What should be
done? Cut backs? Price increases?
Streamlining? Where and how much?
Meetings, meetings, meetings…”
-Jón Gnarr’s infamous Facebook status
that some claim wreaked havoc on
Reykjavík Energy. Can ‘social media
updates’ really bankrupt multi-jillion ISK
companies that have a bazillion captive
subscribers to their services? Read Anna
Andersen’s informative feature and learn
all that—and more!
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PAGE 14
“In the internet bubble of the ‘90s,
NASDAQ gained an impressive 570%
between 1995 and March 2000. The
Icelandic Financial Miracle, however,
outdid both, as the Icelandic market
grew by a staggering 680% between
2002 and July 2007, when the market
peaked.”
- And then… it burst! WHAAAAAAAT?

PAGE 08
“I ran away from Ethiopia in order to
rescue myself. I humbly ask Iceland's
authorities, and its people, to look at
us with humanity. We are just running
away to save ourselves. Rescue us. I
would rather walk into the ocean and
die than be deported to Norway.”
- Are these Ethiopian asylum seekers
‘lying’? Do we want to ‘send them home’?
Or is there maybe plenty of room in this
nation of 320.000?

PAGE 08
“Don’t tell me how to dress, tell men
not to rape!”, “It’s my hot body, I do
what I want!” and “My short skirt has
nothing to do with you!”
- SlutWalk hits Reykjavík on July 23. See
you there!

PAGE 22
Jón and Sigurður each found and
killed the male and female of the last
mating auk pair (thought they didn't
know it at the time), but Ketill was
left empty-handed. Poor Ketill, feeling
left out, decided to smash the last
auk pair's egg with his boot. And that
was that.
- Yep, Icelanders killed the last Great
Auk.

Arctic Rafting offers rafting trips on the Hvítá River, only 10 minutes
from the Geysir area. The trips start at 7.990 ISK and a variety of
combination tours are availble every day.
We can also pick you up from your hotel or hostel in Reykjavík. Call us
on +354-571-2200, meet us at Laugavegur 11 at Fjallakofinn outdoor
store or ask for us at your hotel or nearest tourist information center.

Rafting

Canoeing

Sightseeing Super-Jeep Whale Watch Horse Riding ATV

Snowmobile

www.arcticrafting.com | info@arcticrafting.is | +354-571-2200 | Visit us at Fjallakofinn outdoor store Laugavegur 11

Music, Art, Films and Events Listings + Eating, Drinking and Shopping + Map

YOUR ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO LIFE, TRAVEL AND
ENTERTAINMENT IN ICELAND
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We are proud to announce our fancy
new ‘Food and Farm Tours’. Our new gastronomic adventures were conceived by Grapevine’s
photographer Julia Staples who—after living in Iceland
for a number of years and enjoying its many culinary
pleasures—decided it was time to revamp the idea of
‘Icelandic food’, scraping it up from its sour and putrefied
gutter. It is high time we celebrate and enjoy all the amazing
delights offered up in Iceland that contain neither shark nor
balls.
Grapevine’s new Food and Farm Tours provide locals and
foreigners alike the chance to go out into the countryside and
experience food directly on the farms that it comes from. Many
of the tours offer a chance to learn how to cook or harvest
an Icelandic specialty, and every tour promises gastronomic
pleasures galore. They aim to be educational and fun, while
providing folks with a chance to learn where their food comes
from while enjoying it. People who love food, for people who
love food, created our tours.
First tour: Friday July 22nd - 12:30-10pm -19.900 ISK
MORE INFO:
www.foodtours.juliastaples.com
+354 662 1867

Introducing:

Grapevine's Food and Farm Tours

M
U
S
I
C
concerts & nightlife in july
Prescribing with love
music for your live
experience
How to use the listings
Venues are listed alphabetically by day.
For complete listings and detailed information
on venues visit www.grapevine.is
Send us your listings: listings@grapevine.is
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"FRI

B5
00:00 Local DJ
Bakkus
00:00 DJ KZ - Bakkus Birthday Week!!
Bar 11
21:00 Valdimar
Bar 46
18:00 Pop Quiz
Barbara
23:05 DJ Early
Celtic Cross
01:00 Live Music
Den Danske Kro
21:00 Live Music
English Pub
17:00 Live Music
Esja
22:00 DJ Bogi
Faktórý
22:00 Agent Fresco, Of Monsters
and Men, Lockerbie
Hressó
22:00 Silfur followed by DJ Elli
Hvita Perlan
00:00 DJ Solid
Kaldalón, Harpa
17:00 Halldór Laxness – The music in
his life and in his works, 3000 ISK
Prikið
22:00 DJ Danni Deluxe
Sólon
00:00 DJ Hendrick´s - Friday house
party
Thorvaldsen
00:00 Local DJ
Trúnó
22:30 DJ Manny
Vegamót
22:00 DJ Danni Delux

16

August
4th

"SAT

B5
00:00 Local DJ
Bakkus
00:00 DJ KGB - Bakkus Birthday Week
Bar 46
22:00 Live Music
Barbara
21:00 The Dark Horse - One man show.
Haffi Haff hosts an amazing show and
a concert. Fresh, exciting materials from
Haffi Haff. Free Drink for first 100,
1000 ISK
00:00 DJ Dramatík
Café Haiti
21:00 Jussanam - Brazilian Jazz
Sessions
Celtic Cross
22:00 Live Music
Den Danske Kro
21:00 Live Music
English Pub
21:00 Live music
Esja
22:00 DJ Bogi
Faktórý
22:00 Brain Police, The Vintage
Caravan, Spector
Hallgrímskirkja
12:00 Henryk Gwardak concert, 1500
ISK
Hressó
22:00 Dalton followed by DJ Elli
Hvita Perlan
00:00 DJ Solid
Jómfrúin
15:00 ASA tríó
Kaldalón, Harpa
17:00 Voces Masculorum - Icelandic a
capella, 3000 ISK
NASA
23:00 Quarashi, 3000 ISK
Prikið
22:00 DJ Benni B Ruff
Sólon
24:00 DJ Rikki from FM 957 Saturday dance party
Thorvaldsen
00:00 Local DJ
Trúnó
22:30 DJ Óli Daði
Vegamót
22:00 DJ Jónas

17

"SUN

18

Bakkus
22:00 Whiskey Guiness Specials
Night
Bar 46
22:00 Live Music
Barbara
22:00 Movie night at Barbara.
Screening of MILK starring Sean
Penn. Free popcorn.
Den Danske Kro
21:00 Live Music
English Pub
22:00 Live Music
Faktórý
21:00 Live Jazz
Hallgrímskirkja
17:00 Henryk Gwardak concert,
2500 ISK
Kaldalón, Harpa
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic song,
3000 ISK
Trúnó
20:30 American Heartbreak Night Special on Ellen DegemerÍS - Trúnó's
famous bananasplit sundae.

15
July

"MON

Bakkus
21:00 Bakkus Movie Night
Barbara
21:00 Screening of the Real L
word season 2. Free entry and
free popcorn.
Den Danske Kro
22:00 Live Music
English Pub
22:00 Live Music
Trúnó
22:00 Pizza Day - Pizza with two
toppings and beer for 1500 ISK All Day Long

19

"TUE

Barbara
20:00 Boys night - girls included.
DJ Dramatík
Den Danske Kro
22:00 Live Music
English Pub
22:00 Live Music

16
July

IT’S YOUR LAST EVER CHANCE TO SEE
GODDAMN QUARASHI!
Unless they reunite again at some point. Who knows?
July 15 and 16, 23:00
NASA (then Sódóma)
3000 ISK
After nearly six years of silence, one of Iceland’s most popular bands ever decided
to reunite this summer for the Best Festival. But that was last weekend! WTF! Have
no fear, though. They’ve decided to play a couple of farewell shows in Reykjavík as
well (as a lot of their fan base don’t really like to travel outside of 101). So get your
tickets, and get with it!
Friday’s show (the one with tickets still available, although they might have run
out by the time we go to print) will close with a phenomenal afterparty at Sódóma,
featuring Tiny and Opee of Quarashi as well as Gnúsi Yones and Grapevine faves
The Go-Go Darkness, as well as DJs and special events. Saturday’s Last Ever
Quarashi Show Ever will then conclude with a massive funeral wake at Sódóma,
featuring loads of cool DJs.
See y’all there. Baseline!

HAPPY HOUR OFFER IN 101

a full list of every
happy hour offer in 101

B5

Den Danske Kro

Happy Hour every day from
17-19, beer and wine for
650 ISK.

Happy Hour every day from
16-19, two for one. Shots
for 500 ISK every Monday.

Bakkus

Dillon

Happy hour from 16-22,
beer 400 ISK and wine
glass 500 ISK.

Happy Hour every day from
16-20, two for one.

Bar 11

Happy Hour every day from
15-20, two for one Polar
Beers, beer and shot for
1000 ISK.

Beers & shots for 450 ISK
on Thursdays.

Bar 46
Happy Hour every day from
16-19, beers and shots are
for 500 ISK.

Barbara
Every day in July from
20:00 - 00:00, Large draft
for 400 and wine for 500
ISK.

Barónspöbb
Beer is 500 ISK until 19.

Dubliners

Faktorý
Happy Hour every day from
17-20, large Egils Gull 500
ISK.

Hotel 101 Bar
Happy Hour is daily from
17-19, all drinks are 50%
off.

Hótel Holt Gallery
Bar

Mojitos 750 ISK every
weekend from 23:00.

Happy Hour every day from
16-19, beer and wine 50%
off. Cocktail of the day is
50% off.

Boston

Íslenski Barinn

Happy Hour every day from
16-20, two for one on beer.

Every day, beer of the day
for 650 ISK.

Celtic Cross

Kaffibarinn

Thursdays, lager for 500
ISK. Inquire about the malt
beer punchcards.

Red wine special on
Wednesday evenings at
600 ISK a glass.

Bjarni Fel

Nýlenduvöruverzlun Hemma &
Valda
Happy Hour every day from
16-20, Viking Beers for 550
ISK.

Óliver
Happy hour every day from
23-01.

Obla Di Obla Da
Happy Hour every day
from 12-20, 500 ISK beers,
600 ISK shots and 800 ISK
single + mixer

Prikið
Happy hour on weekdays
from 17-19, large beer 400
ISK. Buy four large beers,
get free nachos.

Trúnó
Happy hour every day from
16-20, all beer and wine
500 ISK.

Stofan
Refills on beer 600 ISK all
day

Þingholt bar (Center Hotel Þingholt)
Happy Hour every day from
17-19 as of June 1 (currently every Friday and Saturday), all drinks are half off.

Bakkus
22:00 DJ Einar Sonic
Barbara
21:00 DJ Lingerine
Celtic Cross
22:00 Live Music
Den Danske Kro
22:00 Live Music
English Pub
22:00 Live Music
Esja
22:00 Loungy Thursday
Faktórý
22:00 DJ Danni Deluxe
Hallgrímskirkja
12:00 Jón Bjarnason concert,
1500 ISK
Hressó
22:00 Trúbbarnir Böddi & Davíð
Hvita Perlan
00:00 Wireless GOGOyoko,
unplugged concert
Kaldalón, Harpa
17:00 Women in Icelandic music,
3000 ISK
Prikið
22:00 Gay Latino Man & DJ Árni
Kocoon
Sólon
22:00 Soul food - beer night with
Thule
Thorvaldsen
20:00 Salsa Night, mojito offer
Trúnó
21:30 DJ Dramatík - Brazilian
Themed Party - Free entry
22:00 HOMOjito night - Mojitos
990 ISK
Vegamót
22:00 DJ Jónas

22

"FRI

B5
00:00 Local DJ
Bakkus
00:00 DJ Kári
Bar 11
21:00 Of Monsters And Men
Bar 46
18:00 Pop Quiz
Barbara
22:00 Dj Dramatík
Celtic Cross
01:00 Live Music
Den Danske Kro
21:00 Live Music
English Pub
22:00 Live Music

RUN A 101 REYKJAVÍK BAR? IS YOUR 'HAPPY HOUR' MISSING?
HAVE THE PRICES CHANGED? DROP US A LINE AND WE WILL AMEND.

Kaldalón, Harpa
17:00 Women in Icelandic music,
3000 ISK
Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum
20:30 Hafdís Vigfúsdóttir & Eva
Þyri Hilmarsdóttir concert
Trúnó
22:00 Queer Beer Night. Special
Offer on various beers

20

Hallgrímskirkja
12:00 Schola cantorum concert,
1500 ISK
Hvita Perlan
21:00 Sleepless in Reykjavik
concert
Kaldalón, Harpa
17:00 Örn Arnarson & Sólveig
Samúelsdóttir, 3000 ISK
NASA
21:30 Cut Copy, 3900 ISK
Prikið
22:00 DJ Danni Deluxe
Trúnó
22:00 Icelandic Night. Icelandic
music, beer, and movies

"WED

Bakkus
20:30 Pop Quiz
22:00 Nora & Vigri
Barbara
21:00 Viggó and Víóletta
Den Danske Kro
22:00 Live Music
English Pub
22:00 Live Music

21

1919
CLASSIC
MENU01

"THU

B5
00:00 Local DJ

RESTAURANT
AND LOUNGE
presents

draught beer and a 1919 burger for

2.500 ISK

Lamb shank of Icelandic lamb and a
glass of housewine for

3.500 ISK

CLASSIC
MENU02

“An elegant and relaxed lounge bar.” - Grapevine
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concerts & nightlife in july
Esja
22:00 Local DJ
Faktórý
22:00 DJ Kvikindi
Hressó
22:00 Penta followed by DJ Fúsi
Hvita Perlan
00:00 DJ Aki
Kaldalón, Harpa
17:00 Halldór Laxness – The music in his
life and in his works, 3000 ISK
Prikið
22:00 Dj Gísli Galdur
Sólon
00:00 DJ Magic - Friday house party
Thorvaldsen
00:00 Local DJ
Trúnó
21:00 WALL STREET NIGHT - total
madness at the bar from 21:00.
Offers on drinks from 10 ISK for a
very limited time. Bartenders dressed up
as buisness maniacs. They spin the
wheel of fortune every 20 minutes and it

23
July

Music inside the fjord
Bræðslan festival
Borgarfjörður Eystri
July 23, 19:30
5900 ISK

KAFFI

ZIMSEN

BEST

FRIENDS

DAY
MONDAYS

€
T3.50
LARGE DRAFT
Hafnarstræti 18 - 517 4988 - www.kaffizimsen.is

Missed out on Eistnaflug but still into
attending a nice music festival in the
Eastfjords? If you’re looking for something different, Borgarfjörður Eystri bash
Bræðslan provides ample opportunity.
Borgarfjörður Eystri is a tiny (even by
Icelandic standards) fishing hamlet at
the bottom of a small fjord. On average,
more than a thousand attendees flock
to the annual Bræðslan festival, which is
an important addition to the Borgarfjörður population of around 120. The
music usually fits the surroundings, with
folk, country and indie pop musicians
manning the line-up (previous years’
artists including notables such as Belle
& Sebastian and Emiliana Torrini).
This year’s line-up looks good, with
Jónas Sigurðsson & ritvélar framtíðarinnar, Svavar Knútur, Vax and local reggae
faves Hjálmar stepping up to perform.
The biggest name one the bill, however,
is Oscar winner Glen Hansard, who
did a memorable show at Nasa the
other day. Bræðslan is a great chance
to enjoy good music and the amazing
landscapes of Iceland at the same time.

brings you one crazy offer at a time.
22:30 Dj Óli Daði
Vegamót
22:00 DJ Símon
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July

"SAT

B5
00:00 Local DJ
Bakkus
22:00 UFO Warehouse
Bar 46
22:00 Live Music
Barbara
12:30 Flea Market
23:30 Dj Glimmer - total Glitter
madness - get your glam on
Café Haiti
21:00 Jussanam - Brazilian Jazz
Sessions
Celtic Cross
22:00 Live Music
Den Danske Kro
21:00 Live Music
English Pub
17:00 Live Music
Esja
22:00 DJ Bogi
Faktórý
22:00 Bloodgroup DJ set
Hallgrímskirkja
12:00 Thierry Mechler concert,
1500 ISK
Hjartagarðinum
14:00 Sumar & Reggae - RVK
Soundsystem
Hressó
22:00 Alexander followed by DJ Fúsi
Hvita Perlan
00:00 DJ Aki
Jómfrúin
15:00 Chet Baker tribute
Kaldalón, Harpa
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic song,
3000 ISK
Prikið
22:00 DJ Árni Kocoon
Sólon
00:00 DJ Fridge - Saturday dance
party
Thorvaldsen
00:00 Local DJ
Trúnó
22:30 DJ Who's That Girl
Vegamót
22:00 DJ Hannes

24
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"SUN

Bakkus
22:00 Whiskey Guiness Specials
Night
Bar 46
22:00 Live Music
Barbara
21:00 Movie night at Barbara
- Screening of Basic Instict. Free
popcorn
Den Danske Kro
21:00 Live Music
English Pub
21:00 Live Music
Faktórý
21:00 Live Jazz
Hallgrímskirkja
17:00 Thierry Mechler concert,
2500 ISK
Kaldalón, Harpa
17:00 Örn Arnarson & Sólveig
Samúelsdóttir, 3000 ISK
Trúnó
22:30 The day after chill out.

Monsters and men take
over Bar 11!
Friday July 22, 21:00
Free
AAAAHHHH!!!!!! Monsters! Even worse,
Men! Separately these things can be
kind of scary, but combined, with a
preposition before hand, they actually
become something sorta beautiful. The
wonderful indie-folk band, Of Monsters and Men won the 2010 edition
of Músiktilraunir (a local, nationwide
‘Battle of the Bands’ type thing) and
they’ve planned a show to demonstrate
just why. These guys literally seem to
have sprung up from out of nowhere,
and have been racking up massive play
counts on YouTube. This is impressive seeing as they don’t even have an
album out yet (or a Wikipedia page for
that matter!).
And now is your chance to see them
play! Even if you already have a bazillion
times, these guys are worth it! They’ll be
playing for absolutely free at Bar 11, so
make sure you get out there and cheer
these up and comers on! A few months
from now you’ll be able to say “Yeah, I
totally saw Of Monsters and Men play
BEFORE they were bigger than Sigur
Rós and Britney Spears’ collaborative
side-project [which is totally happening].”
Come get your cold chocolate milk
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"MON

Bakkus
21:00 Bakkus Movie Night: 'Over
The Edge'
Barbara
21:00 Screening of the Real L
word season 2. Free entry and free
popcorn.
Den Danske Kro
22:00 Live Music
English Pub
22:00 Live Music
Hallgrímskirkja
20:00 Hillgrímskirkju Choir
concert, 2500 ISK
Trúnó
22:00 Tourist appreciation day Every tourist who can pronounce
Trúnó in the correct manner gets
10% discount.

Grapevine Top 6 Most
Played tracks during the
making of this issue
1 Mellowhype - 64

The country’s largest

National Museum of Iceland

museum of cultural

Opening hours:

history featuring a

Summer

permanent exhibition on

(May 1st – September 15th)

Iceland’s extraordinary
history from settlement
to present day.

Daily 10–17
Winter
(September 16th – April 30th)

2 Gucci Mane - Round One
(SALEM remix)
3 Cocksucker (live) - The
Foghorns
4 Rewrite - Paul Simon

Daily except Mondays 11–17

5 OOOO - Ofvitarnir

Suðurgata 41 · 101 Reykjavík · Tel. +354 530-2200 · www.natmus.is

6 The Wagon - Dinosaur Jr.

EXTREME CHILL FESTIVAL 2011
UNDIR JÖKLI 5-7 AUGUST
HELLISSANDUR / SNÆFELLSNES
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"TUE

28

Bakkus
21:00 Foosball Tournement
Barbara
20:00 Boys night - girls included, DJ
Dramatík.
Den Danske Kro
22:00 Live Music
English Pub
22:00 Live Music
Kaldalón, Harpa
17:00 Voces Masculorum - Icelandic a
capella, 3000 ISK
Prikið
22:00 DJ Ýr
Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum
20:30 Valdís Guðrún Gregory &
Guðríður Steinunn Sigurðardóttir
concert
Trúnó
22:00 Queer beer night - offers on the
ever so delicious Jökull bjór
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"WED

Bakkus
22:00 Náttfari Concert
Barbara
20:00 Music night - fresh bands and
artists
Den Danske Kro
22:00 Live Music
English Pub
22:00 Live Music
Faktórý
20:00 Pub Quiz
Hallgrímskirkja
12:00 Schola cantorum concert,
1500 ISK
Hvita Perlan
21:00 Sleepless in Reykjavik concert
Kaldalón, Harpa
17:00 Women in Icelandic music, 3000
ISK
Prikið
22:00 DJ Krúsi
Trúnó
22:00 Italian night - music and movies
along with Italian wine.

"THU

B5
00:00 Local DJ
Bakkus
22:00 DJ Creature of the Night
Barbara
21:00 DJ Atli Roadrage
Celtic Cross
22:00 Live Music
Den Danske Kro
22:00 Live Music
English Pub
22:00 Live Music
Esja
22:00 Loungy Thursday
Faktórý
22:00 Live Music
Hallgrímskirkja
12:00 Douglas Brotchie & Einar
Clausen concert, 1500 ISK
Hressó
22:00 Alexander and friends
Hvita Perlan
00:00 DJ Mikki 'The Fox'
Kaldalón, Harpa
17:00 Halldór Laxness – The music in his
life and in his works, 3000 ISK
Prikið
22:00 Surprise Dinner
Sólon
22:00 Soul food - beer night with
Corona
Thorvaldsen
20:00 Salsa Night, mojito offer
Trúnó
21:30 DJ Francois Deluxe
Vegamót
22:00 DJ Danni Delux

ONGOING

Restaurant Reykjavík
20:00 Let's Talk Iceland: Comedy Show.
2200 ISK. Everyday
Iðnó
20:00 Cellophane Comedy show.
Thursdays

Music & Entertainment | Venue finder
Amsterdam
Hafnarstræti 5 | D4

Dillon
Laugavegur 30 | F7

Næsti Bar
Ingólfstræti 1A | E5

Austur
Austurstræti 7 | E4

Dubliner
Hafnarstræti 4 | D4

Óliver
Laugavegur 20A | F5

B5
Bankastræti 5 | E4

Esja
Austurstræti 16 | E4

Ölstofan
Vegamótastígur | F5

Babalú
Skólavörðustígur 22 | F5

English Pub
Austurstræti 12 | E4

Prikið
Bankastræti | E5

Bakkus
Tryggvagata 22 | D4

Faktorý
Smiðjustígur 6 | E5

Rósenberg
Klapparstígur 25 | E6

Bar 11
Hverfisgötu 18 | E5

Sódóma Reykjavík
Tryggvagata 22 | D3

Ölsmiðjan
Lækjargata 10 | E4

Barbara
Laugavegur 22 | F5

Sólon
Bankastræti 7A | E5

Hressó
Austurstræti 20 | E4

Bjarni Fel
Austurstræti 20 | E4

Thorvaldsen
Austurstræti 8 | E4

Bankinn
Hverfisgata 20 | E5

Boston
Laugavegur 28b | F6

Trúnó
Laugavegur 22 | F5

Kaffi Zimsen
Hafnarstræti 18 | D4

Café Paris

Austurstræti 14 | E4

Kaffibarinn
Bergstraðastræti 1 | E5

Celtic Cross
Hverfisgata 26 | E5

NASA
Þorvaldsenstræti 2 | E3

Den Danske Kro
Ingólfsstræti 3 | F5

Nýlenduvöruverzlun Hemma
& Valda
Laugavegur 21 | F5

New

bar menu
Rib-eye mini burgers
'XFNFRQÀWGXPSOLQJV
7DQGRRULWLJHUSUDZQV
3L]]DZLWK\HOORZÀQWXQD

Vegamót
Vegamótastígur 4 | F6
Vestur
Tryggvagata 20 | D3

22
July
Don’t Worry, Be Rasta
Come celebrate RVK Soundsystem’s one year birthday at
Hjartagarðurinn
Hjartagarðurinn, Hemmi & Valdi
Friday July 22, 14:00 - 20:00 (Hjartagarðurinn), 20:00-03:00 (Hemmi & Valdi)
Free
Relax, open your mind, feel the peace
and love around you, and let the music
fly through your whole body. It’s time to
reggae things up!
Yup, on Saturday, July 22, reggae collective RVK Soundsystem are
bringing the soul of Jamaica right to
Reykjavík, hosting a superb outdoor
reggae party that’ll leave you shivering from your dreadlocks down to
your toes. The programme goes from
two in the afternoon and well into the
night and includes performances from
RVK Soundsystem DJs, Amaba Dama,
Gnúsi Yones and Grapevine faves
Ojba Rasta. There’s also an outdoor
market, dancehall dancing exhibits from
maestro Brynja Péturs and much, much
more. Judging by the insanely hot and
sweaty RVK Soundsystem nights we’ve
witnessed at Hemmi & Valdi over the
past year, the evening programme is set
to be just as awesome.
RVK Soundsystem is a collective of
DJs, musicians and dub/reggae enthusiasts that was founded to forward the
cause of reggae in Iceland. Their regular
club nights were an instant hit, and
the atmosphere has just kept getting
sweatier and more crowded since they
started. This festival is in celebration
of the collective’s first birthday, and we
can only hope for more fun from these
guys in the future. Don’t miss a unique
chance to listen to some good reggae
beats mixed with the fresh music of
these artists, seven thousand kilometres
away from Jamaica.

... warmcasual
and .

/REVWHUVSULQJUROOV

2 for 1 offers daily from 4-7 pm
9tNLQJEHHUÃZKLWH UHGZLQH
%RPED\VDSSKLUHÃFRFNWDLORIWKHGD\
+yWHO+ROWö%HUJVWDêDVWU WLö5H\NMDYtNö552 5700 ögallery@holt.is öwww.holt.is
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Dark Horse Haffi Haff Wants To Get Intimate With Y’all
Joe and the Dragon are also playing!
Haffi Haff and Joe and the Dragon
July 16, 21:00
Barbara - 1000 ISK
We received a really fun phone call at
our office on Monday. Usually when we
get phone calls it’s some angry dude
that’s all upset about something we’ve
published (or not published). Monday’s
caller, pop singer Haffi Haff, was neither
upset nor angry (even though he probably would be justified in yelling at us,
given our review of his début). Nope,
Haffi Haff was in a cheerful mood, sitting
at a coffeeshop with his friends (who
apparently like spilling drinks around
him) while casually trying to promote his
upcoming show at Barbara.
While Haffi Haff sounded both overtly
upbeat and perky while promoting his
show over the phone, he never came
off as insistent or exuded an air of
self-importance, like so many of his colleagues are wont. He politely introduced
himself before asking whether we would
like to write something to help him get a
word out on Saturday’s show. “It’s called
‘Dark Horse’, and it really is a new side
to me as a performer and artist,” said
Haffi. “I want people to know about it.
I’ve been holed up in my bedroom with
a midi controller and a computer for a
while now, writing all this new music.”
Haffi tells us that he is really excited
for this show, as it marks a sort of sea
change for him in terms of performance
and songwriting. “I definitely wanted it
to be in a smaller, more intimate setting.
These are songs I care about a lot, and
I’ve got special things planned for the
performance. It has a theatrical aspect
and I think a lot of my fans will be surprised... and hopefully there will be some
new converts, too.”
When asked about his influences,
Haffi immediately cites Björk (“...not that
I would ever compare myself to her, but
she is very inspiring to me as an artist.

But I do poppier stuff, though”) and
Lady GaGa as his main muses. He then
proceeds to close the interview by lovingly hyping his opening act, the rarely
seen but much talked about Joe and the
Dragon: “I found these guys last week
playing at some event on Austurvöllur—it’s just two guys with a keyboard
and vocals—and they were just so the
shit! I thought: ‘this is either the worst
eighties cover band in the world, or the
best original, eighties-inspired band in
the world!’ And fortunately the latter was
true. The doors at Barbara open at nine,
and Joe and the Dragon go on at 21:45.
I urge everyone to get there in time to
witness this cool new band!”
The below is a note for readers that
have no idea what a ‘Haffi Haff’ is:
Haffi Haff burst onto the local scene
from outta nowhere somewhere around
the bursting point of our once-prosperous economic bubble. He quickly
made a name for himself with his casual,
LOUD and confrontational demeanour
(to be fair, making a name for oneself
is a fairly simple process in a nation
of 320.000, especially if one is even
remotely interesting) and started popping up here and there for no apparent
reason.
At first the bafflingly bi-lingual
star-in-the-making seemed to be all
over every TV show and magazine for
no reason, and most folks assumed
that the Icelandic public had welcomed
yet-another vapid ‘famous-becausethey’re-‘famous’-attention-seeker-type’
to the ranks of the people they like to
read about while waiting for a dentist appointment. However, Haffi Haff
quickly proved them wrong as he started
performing music at various gatherings
all over town, culminating in the of his

début album last year. He even amassed
a big load of sincere fans in the process
While the music isn’t everyone’s cup
of tea (what we’ve heard of his début is
a sort of dance-disco-pop that wants to
revel in its love of GaGa and Madonna...
OK we don’t really like what we’ve heard
of his music so far, but that doesn’t
mean you won’t), the man’s spirit, vigour
and enthusiasm is definitely praise-worthy and places him firmly in the category
of ‘ones to watch’.
So why not check him out on Saturday?
by Haukur S. Magnússon
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CONCERTS:

Fri. 15. jul. Alice in Chains-Tribute
Wed. 20. jul. Maja Eir & S. Stella
Thu. 21. jul. Hjaltalín
Fri. 22. jul. Pétur Ben & Eberg
Sat. 23. jul. Hjaltalin
Thu. 28. jul. Hvanndalsbræður
Fri. 29. jul. Hjálmar
Sat. 30. jul. Hjálmar
Sun. 31. jul. Bravó

THE GREEN HAT
AKUREYRI

For further informations
on upcoming events and concerts go to:
www.facebook.com/graenihatturinn
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OUTSIDE MUSIC
17

"SUN

Hof Menningarhús, Akureyri
20:00 Ástmar Ólafsson and
Alan Jacques concert, 2000 ISK

19

"TUE

Hof Menningarhús, Akureyri
13:00 Sniglabandið concert
Streamed live on Rás 2 between 13:00
and 15:00

20

"WED

Græni Hatturin, Akureyri
21:00 Maja Eir and Sigrún Stella

21

"THU

Græni Hatturin, Akureyri
21:00 Hjaltalín

22

"FRI

Græni Hatturin, Akureyri
21:00 Pétur Ben and Eberg

23

"SAT

Hof Menningarhús, Akureyri
13:00 Live Music
Græni Hatturin, Akureyri
21:00 Hjaltalín

28

"THU

Græni Hatturin, Akureyri
21:00 Hvanndalsbræður

OUTSIDE ART OPENINGS
Akureyri
The Island of Hrisey
July 15
Family and Shellfish festival with focus
on the local Shellfish industry
Runs until July 17
Medieval Trading Festival.
July 16
Four days of interactive medieval market
life.
Runs until July 19
Húsavík
Sail Húsavík - The Coast Cultural
Festival
July 16
The main purpose of the Festival is to be
a forum for amateurs and specialists to
meet, to learn, to exchange information
and ideas to create relationships and
networks.
Runs until July 23

OUTSIDE ONGOING ART
Akureyri Art Museum , Akureyri
Call Home
The exhibition includes paintings, sculptures, embroidery, drawings, models,
souvenirs, puppets, toys and tools, as
well as interesting library.
Runs until August 21
Hrísey
July 15
Family and Shellfish festival with focus
on the local Shellfish industry
Runs until July 17
Medieval Trading Festival, Akureyri
July 16
Four days of interactive medieval market
life.
Runs until July 19

GalleriBOX, Akureyri
Duet-Duet
July 1
Exhibition of works by Australian artist
Adam Geczy
Runs until July 17
Summer Festival of the Arts
Concerts, visual arts, etc.
Runs until August 28
Búrfell Plant , Þjórsárdalur
Geothermal Energy Exhibit
An interactive exhibit about geothermal
energy
Flóra, Akureyri
Local fact 4
Video-installation by Arna Valsdóttir.
Runs until August 4
Gallerí Lækjarkoti, Borgarbyggð
Collection of watercolours, acrylics,
photographs and video works by women
artists Ása Ólafsdóttir, Bryndís Jónsdóttir,
Kristin Geirsdóttir & Magdalena Margrét
Kjartansdóttir
Open all summer from Thursday to
Sunday
Borgarfjordur Museum, Borganes
Iceland in the 20th century
A beautiful exhibit, showing life and
surroundings of the people in Iceland,
especially children, in the 20th century.
Open every day from 13:00 to 18:00.
Runs until September 1
Gamli Baukur, Húsavík
15:30 Comedy show about Iceland
Everyday
Gljúfrasteinn - Laxness Museum,
Mosfellsbær
The home of Halldór Laxness, Iceland's
beloved writer who won the Nobel Prize
in Literature in 1955. Open 09:00-17:00
daily
On permanent view
Hafnarborg, Hafnarfjörður
Ingenuity
Einar Thorsteinn Asgeirsson’s ideas of
design stem from his conviction that
ingenuity, rightly applied, can build a
better world.
Runs until August 14
Collection exhibition
The collection includes works by
contemporary artists from early 20th
century which explores Icelandic art
history, ranging from important works
by the considered pioneers of Icelandic
art to the more experimental art of today.
Runs until August 14
The Ghost Centre, Stokkseyri
Night at the Ghost Museum
Guided tour for groups of ten people
or more through the lowlands south of
Selfoss where many ghosts, spirits and
other spiritual beings live
On permanent view
Húsavík
Sail Húsavík - The Coast Cultural
Festival
July 16
The main purpose of the Festival is to be
a forum for amateurs and specialists to
meet, to learn, to exchange information
and ideas and to create relationships

and networks.
Runs until July 23
The Icelandic Settlement Centre,
Borgarnes
The Settlement Exhibition
Tells the story of Iceland´s settlement
by Viking sailors who left Norway and
settled in Iceland
The Egils Saga Exhibition
The exhibition concentrates one of
Iceland's famous most famous Vikings
and poets, Egil Skallagrímsson
LÁ Art, Hvergerði
Images of Þingvellir
The exhibition deals with the various
manifestations of Þingvellir in various
art, design, cartography, photography,
travel books and media of the day.
Runs until August 21
Old Herring Factory in Djúpavík
Pictures - And their sounds
Combination of photographs and
sounds by Claus Sterneck
Runs until August 31
200+ pictures
Collection of 200 pictures taken in
Iceland by Claus Sterneck
Runs until August 31
Pompei of the North, Westman
Islands
Excavations project at the site of 1973
volcanic eruption on the island of Heimaey
On permanent view
Reykjanes Art Museum, Reykjanesbær
On permanent view
Safnahús Museum, Westman
Islands
This museum has mounted birds & fish,
an aquarium, as well as a variety of
rocks and minerals on display
On permanent view
Skaftfell, Seyðisfjörður
Unnar Örn exhibition
Related performance event at the West
Wall gallery on July 2 at 16:00
Runs until July 8
The Narrative Collection
A collection of narratives from inhabitants of Seyðisfjörður
Runs until August 13
Sláturhúsið, Egilsstaðir
Seasons (Vertíð)
Music, art and stage art.
Runs until August 13
"If you can´t get it in Kaupfélag then
you don´t need it"
A look at Sláturhús history
Run until August 21
Suðsuðvestur, Keflavík
Örn Alexander Ámundason
Runs until July 24
Verksmiðjan, Hjalteyri
Join the exhibition
July 2
Display by Eygló Harðardóttir, Guðjón
Ketilsson, Guðrún Pálína Guðmundsdóttir, Joris Rademaker and Jón Laxdal
Runs until July 24

Outside Reykjavík | Venue finder
Keflavík
Suðsuðvestur
www.sudsudvestur.is
Hafnargata 22
230 Reykjanesbær
421-2225
Borgarnes
The Icelandic Settlement Centre
www.landnam.is
Brákarbraut 13-15
310 Borgarnes
437-1600
Stykkishólmur
Vatnasafnið / Library of Water
www.libraryofwater.is
Akureyri
Akureyri Art Museum
www.listasafn.akureyri.is
Kaupvangsstræti 12
600 Akureyri
461 2610

Græni Hatturinn
Hafnarstræti 96
600 Akureyri
461-4646
Kunstraum Wohnraum
Ásabyggð 2
600 Akureyri
Mývatn
Mývatnsstofa
Hraunvegi 8
660 Mývatn
464-4390
www.visitmyvatn.is

Egilsstaðir
Sláturhúsið
www.slaturhusid.is
Kaupvangi 7
700 Egilsstaðir
470-0692
Seyðisfjörður
Skaftfell
www.skaftfell.is
Austurvegur 42
710 Seyðisfjörður
472-1632
Hveragerði
LÁ Art
www.listasafnarnesinga.is
Austurmörk 21
210 Hveragerði
483-1727

Restaurant in the oldest
house in Akureyri
Ha
f
tele narstr
laxd phone æti 11,
alsh : 46
us@ 1-29
laxd 00
alsh
us.
is

MAP

3

Grái Kötturinn

Hverfisgata 16a
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Mai Thai

10

Núðluhúsið

Hafnarstræti 9

Laugavegur 59

Delicious and relatively cheap considering
how massive and filling their sandwiches
are. The Luxury Sub, with salty pork,
veggies, sauce and pineapple is a brilliant
combination of flavours for late-night
munchies. It’s just as satisfying and filling
during more civilized hours as well. And the
service is fast if you’re in a rush.

Although hardly breaking new ground
in Thai cuisine, Núðluhúsið is a safe
bet for a cheap, generously portioned,
tasty enough meal. You can expect fresh
ingredients and fast, courteous service. So
if you're wondering which of the many Thai
restaurants to choose from on a low budget,
we recommend Núðluhúsið.
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Babalú

16

Habibi

Bergstaðastræti 1

Laugavegur 118

Skólavörðustígur 22

Hafnarstræti 18

Weekends are somewhat overrated at Kaffibarinn if you ask me. Don’t get me wrong,
they can be brilliant if you’re completely
pissed, the DJ is fresh and the crowd is
full-blooded, still the weekdays are better.
It doesn’t matter when you pop in, you’re
always treated like a pal rather than a
customer, and you should always expect get
caught in some shenanigan, whether it’s a
crazy Monday bender or a wacko Tuesday...
well... bender.

Located across from Hlemmur Bus Station,
Mai Thai imports and sells all sorts of
products from South East Asia, particularly
Thailand and the Philippines. Depending on
the day, you might find fresh coriander, mint,
chilies, bean sprouts, exotic fruits such as
Durian, Carambola or Coconut, as well as
year round products such as frozen spring
rolls, various kinds of rice sold in bulk bags,
sauces and spices galore, egg and rice
noodles, Asian snacks, clothes and other
knick-knacks. In short, a wide array of what
are still considered rare and exotic treats in
Reykjavík.

Located on the second-floor of a quirky little
building on Skólavörðustígur, Babalú is an
inviting, quaint and cosy café serving up a
selection of tea, coffee and hot chocolate
along with delicious baked goods and
light meals. Food and drink aside, Babalú
boasts colourfully decorated and supercomfortable surroundings and a genuinely
friendly and likeable staff.

This small restaurant offers up a concise
menu of delicious Arabic cuisine, from
shawarma to kebabs and falafels. The
staff is really friendly and accommodating
of requests to kick up the spiciness or
tone it down if the customer so desires.
Habibi seriously hits the spot after hours
of partying (or any other time of day) so it’s
convenient that the place is open until 6 a.m.
Friday and Saturday.
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Christmas store run year round. Established
in a backyard on the little residential street
of Grundarstígur in 2002, Litla Jólabúðin
moved to Laugavegur a few years ago, but
maintains a mom-and-pop store kind of
feeling. Akureyri has Jólagarðurinn, Reykjavík
has Jólabúðin.
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If you’re sick of all the arty cafés, filled
with Sigur Rós wannabes and their Macs,
browsing Facebook, go to Tíu Dropar. It’s
a back-to-basics Icelandic café that hasn’t
changed their interior since the 60s. Really
proves the saying ‘if it ain’t broke, don’t fix
it.’ Plus, the coffee’s great. SKK
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Skólavörðustíg 10
Kaffifélagið has been a Grapevine favourite
since they opened on Skólavörðustígur a
couple of years back. The small coffeehouse
always delivers an excellent cup of Italianstyle coffee, and downtown regulars can
spring for a clip-off coffee card to save on
each purchase.
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This store is incredibly cool. It’s stocked with
really unique and quirky clothes, outerwear,
accessories and handbags, plus they have
an adorable section of kids clothes, kitschy
vintage toys and books and even interior
design items. Wicked place; definitely worth
a visit. CF
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Kornið

How about filling your face with cakes at the
delightful Kornið. They taste so good, you
would gladly push your own mother over
for even the slightest of sniffs. Not a sweet
tooth? Well, try their delectable sandwiches
then, I recommend the egg and bacon
ciabatta! At only 590 ISK plus all the Pítu
Sósa you could dream of, what more could
you ask for on your lunch break?

V
NES
AM

Old

ÝR

Æ TI

FR

C

D

5

M

TÍ
GU
R

HO

Bakkus serves up reasonably priced beer, a
really impressive selection of international
vodkas and an atmosphere unlike any other
in town. An eclectic mix of patrons, regular
live music and movie nights keep this place
interesting and always inviting. Expect
dancing on tables and to-the-death foosball
battles.
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Super relaxed and cosy diner/café below
street level. This place makes the best
hangover breakfast ever (the truck!) and
any-other-day breakfast as well. It’s a nice
and relaxing place to eat and increase your
caffeine intake and chill with friends or with
some reading material.
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For a map of outside downtown Reykjavík
visit www.grapevine.is or the Icelandic
phonebook website www.ja.is

If you have an iPhone, check out the cool
Locatify app in the AppStore. It´s got a FREE
guided audio tour of the downtown area,
courtesy of your pals at Grapevine.

Ask for a Tax free form and
save up to 15%

A DAY IN THE LIFE
Egill ‘Gillz’ Einarsson
What’s up, Gillz?
There are four writers in Iceland who
aren’t lazy, and Big Man is one of them.
I have a day job; I get people in shape
so they can wear their g-strings for two
months a year when the temperature
rises to 15 degrees. When I’m not
getting other people fit I’m getting
myself in better shape or writing my
next bestseller. And yeah, I’m also an
actor and I have the most popular TV
show in Iceland. I am The Shit.
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Kryddlegin Hjörtu
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Kaffismiðja Íslands

Laugavegur 22

Skúlagata 17

Kárastíg 1

At Laugavegur 22, above Trúnó, Barbara
serves up a lively atmosphere for Reykjavík’s
gay community and anybody else who just
wants to dance and have a good time. The
first level is made for dancing and is often
packed with sweaty bodies, while the second
level of the bar offers a place to sit, drink and
chat with another and in which to smoke.

The restaurant Kryddlegin Hjörtu, "Spicy
hearts", specializes in healthy and rich
gourmet soups, homemade spelt bread and
an exclusive salad bar. They are located by
the seaside with a spectacular view of the
mountains to the north. They are located
in a newly built house at Skúlagata 17.
Designed with great taste and a lot of love.
Closed on Sundays.

Old fashioned charm is the style of
Kaffismiðja, in everything from the decor to
the coffee grinders. Off the beaten track, this
popular coffee shop is a great spot to sit and
read or have a chat with friends. The owners
Ingbjörg and Sonja take great pride in the
beans they use and the coffee is top notch.
You can buy fresh grounds too, in case you
just cant get enough. EF

17

Hressó

18

Hemmi & Valdi

19

C is for Cookie

Austurstræti 20

Laugavegur 21

Týsgata 8

You know, Hressó is basically the only place
I go for coffee. Why? Their coffee is decent
to excellent, but their forte is surely their
wonderful patio, where you can enjoy the
spring breeze in the sun, wrap yourself
in a blanket beneath an electric heater in
January and at all times: smoke. They boast
of quite the prolific menu, but I’d reconsider
the playlists to tell you the truth, too much
of Nickelback really hurts. SKK

The “colonial store” Hemmi and Valdi was
probably 2008’s most surprising crowd
pleaser. The cosy hangout advanced from
being a toasty retreat, where you could
get cheap beer and have a quiet chat, into
being a chock-full concert venue and an allnight party place. And believe me, the new
atmosphere is brilliant. SKK

This cosy new café owned by Polish couple
Agnieszka and Stanislaw is the latest
addition to the Reykjavik café scene and
already looks set to become a favourite
with the locals. Ideal for an early lunch or
spending a lazy afternoon deciding which
of Agnieszka's delicious home baked
cakes you want to try next. I´d go with the
cheescake, it's pretty fabulous. EF

381-$%,/81&+ 381-$%,',11(5HYHU\GD\

At 12:00 I go to Nana Tai to my friend
Tómas. The food there is ridiculously
good and healthy; I only eat healthy
food. But on ‘candy day’, which is
Sunday, I can eat whatever I want.
At 13:30 I get my weekly massage.
When you are 97 kilos of pure muscle,
you need to get that shit massaged
regularly.
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Barbara

I train people from 07:30 until 10:00,
and then I go to the hairdresser Robbi
Carter in Hafnarfjörður. I go to him
every Friday at 10:00. Have you ever
seen The Big G-Man walking down the
street without a fresh haircut? Doesn’t
happen.
LUNCH >
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I wake up at 06:30 and make myself an
omelette out of twenty egg whites. The
life of the bodybuilder is hard work. The
last time I ate a hamburger was 1997; I
don’t care, it’s a lifestyle.
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My routine depends on what day it is. If
it’s a Monday I might be thinking about
hanging myself. If it’s a Friday I’ll have
a smile on my face, because in Iceland
we call Friday ‘bottle day’, that’s a
great fucking day. Below I’ll describe a
normal Friday for me.
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AFTERNOON >

I train people until 16:30, and then it’s
time for me to punish the iron. Fridays
are deadlift days. I’ll pump maybe 260,
270 kilos lightweight for about 3-4 reps
and maybe 12-14 sets overall. I do that
outside at Sporthús Beach, which is
an amazing outdoor gym. I can pump
there without my shirt and, as most
Icelanders know, I hate wearing a shirt.
EVENING >

People say that I am the most talented
writer in all Iceland and, well, I’m not
going to disagree with that. I get my
inspiration from the gym, the ice-cold
iron. Right after a quality workout I
drive my 500 horsepower Mercedes
straight home to make myself a 400
gram tenderloin. Because it is ‘bottle
day,’ I drink a glass of red wine with it.
After the steak is done and going fast
to all my muscles I drink some more red
wine whilst I write my next bestselling
book, which is called ‘Heilræði Gillz’ or
in English, ‘Gillz’ Advice’. I have a simple
goal: to make Icelanders fitter and
happier. My books make people laugh,
and that truly makes me happy.
Sincerely, Big Man Gillz.

LAUGAVEGUR 56
101 REYKJAVÍK
WWW.NIKITACLOTHING.COM
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the
lobster
house

Humarhúsið

16
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Lunch

8gZVbd[adWhiZghdje
Garlic roasted lobster

July

Cocktail pleasures and
Visual stimulation

22

How to use the listings: Venues are listed
alphabetically by day. For complete listings
and detailed information on venues visit
www.grapevine.is

July

Send us your listings: listings@grapevine.is

OPENINGS
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The Living Art Museum
Literacy
July 16
Exhibition of works from the collection
Runs until August 11
Reykjavík Art Museum
Hafnarhús
Erró – Assemblage
July 28
These works are composed of readymade objects and waste from industrial
and bourgeois society.
Runs until August 28

AdWhiZgZhXVg\di¸gV\dji¹ &*.%#"
Mushrooms, garlic
L]VaZ¸hVh]^b^¹Y^ehVjXZ
Mushrooms, herbs, ginger, red beets
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AdWhiZg¸bV`^¹
&*.%#"
Avocado, mango, cucumber, chilli mayo
&).%#"

Saiiiiiling Awaaaayyyy!

Vegetarian

76
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8]dXdaViZ¸'lVnh¹ ..%#"
White and dark chocolade, fruits
¸AVon"YV^hn¹
Coconut, yoghurt
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Deserts

6B

ONGOING

July 16 to July 22
Húsavík
Free
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AdWhiZg\g^aa
200 gr. lobster, horseradish,
salad

@?
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A¡

8ViX]d[i]ZYVn
Please ask your waiter

6HI

I6

Fish

C@

A6H

KZ\\^ZhiZV`
Red beets, potatoes, parsnip

exhibition

Sail Húsavík promises fun times for all!

H@Ó

AdWhiZghVaVY
Rucola, pumpkin seeds, fruit chutney

..%#"

Located in Central Reykjavik
Amtmannsstíg 1 · 101 Reykjavík · Tel: 561 3303
humarhusid@humarhusid.is

Tomorrow sees a new type of festival commence in the small town of Húsavík up in
the North. Sail Húsavík is meant to serve as a sort of ‘networking’ festival for folks
that are interested in or involved with coastal enterprises of any sort, so they may
exchange ideas and information and ideas while having lots of good fun in a lovely
setting.
However entrepreneurial in nature, the festival is mostly aimed at normal folks
that have an affinity for sailboats and sailing—in fact a fleet of sailboats has been
sailing from all over Scandinavia to Húsavík over the past few weeks. When they get
there and build their makeshift sailboat shantytown, you can bet they will be thirsty
for partying and fun times! And Húsavík is the ideal setting for that.
The festival includes an interesting array of activities and events, including lessons in net-weaving, nautical workshops and seminars, bird and whale watching as
well as performances by the beloved Raggi Bjarna and Hjaltalín, among others.
Also, one of Grapevine’s favourite Reykjavík restaurants, Dill, will be setting up
shop there for the week, cooking up their wonderful food for all who are interested.
Now, this is set to be an annual thing, but next year it’ll be located in one of the
other Nordic countries. So now’s your chance to get to know some sailboat owners
and hitch a ride to next year’s bash.

22
July

FINANCIAL CRISIS pt. II
Just kidding…kind of
July 22, 21:00
Trúnó
Free (Beers as low as 10 ISK)

Top 10

in Iceland

Trúnó seems to be on the ball when it comes to offering extremely awesome events
and deals throughout the week. They’ve got some crazy stuff going on every day
of the week, from deals on their popular sundae (the Ellen DegenerÍS), to movie
and TV show screenings. But for anyone looking to have a really good time on the
cheap, the Wall Street night seems to be the way to go! The bartenders all dress up
in crazy business suits and every 15 minutes they take a spin at the wheel of fortune, where for a short amount of time, certain beers will be on special. Beer prices
can get as low as 10 ISK (Yes…you read that right, 10 ISK, 10 cents American,
nearly 7 cents on the Euro). This is a deal no matter where you are in the world. A
financial crisis we can look forward to!

GZn`_Vk^`BjhZjbd[E]did\gVe]n

(%i]6cc^kZghVgn'%&&
:m]^W^i^dchVaanZVggdjcY

In this new and fascinating book photographer
Vilhelm Gunnarsson takes us on a unique journey.

69B>HH>DC;G::

From the vast highlands to the lush lowlands, these
are truly the Top Ten Places in Iceland.
<GÓ;6G=ÖH+i][addg
Ign\\kV\ViV&*!&%&GZn`_Vk^`

www.salka.is

DeZc^c\]djgh/
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ASÍ Art Museum
The ASÍ 50 Years Anniversary
Runs until September 11
The Culture House
Millennium - phase one
Selection of pieces from the collection of
the National Gallery displaying a variety
of works by Icelandic artists from the
last two centuries
Medieval Manuscripts - Eddas and
Sagas
Some of Iceland's medieval manuscripts
on display. Guided tour in English on
Mondays & Fridays at 15:00
On permanent view
Child of Hope - Youth and Jón
Sigurðsson
Exploring the life of Icelandic national
hero Jón Sigurðsson, made especially
accessible to children, families, and
school groups
On permanent view
The Library Room
The old reading room of the National
Library. Displaying books of Icelandic
cultural history dating from the 16th
century to the present. Works include
oldest published versions of the Sagas,
Eddic Poems, and more
On permanent view
Gallerí Agúst
Works on paper
A varied group of artists will exhibit
drawings, paintings or collages which
show their different approach to the
medium.
Runs until July 24
Gallerí Fold
Marta Rosolska Photography
Runs until November 14
Gerðarsafn
Fellow Icelanders Installations
Exhibition by Icelandic artists Árni Páll
Jóhannsson and Pétur Finnbogason.
Runs until July 31
Gerðuberg
Gagn og gaman
Exhibition of works produced by children
who took part in 'Gagn og gaman' craft
and activity courses in the period 19882004
Runs until August 28
Hafnarborg
Ingenuity - Einar Thorsteinn
Exhibition of works by Icelandic architect
and artist Einar Thorsteinn Ásgeirsson.
Runs until August 14
From Hafnarborg collection
Display of works by the most important
Icelandic artists from the early 20th
century
Runs until August 14
Hönnunarsafn – Museum of Design
Our Objects - from the Museum's
Collection
Objects acquired by the museum since
its opening in 1998 will be put on display
in the exhibition area. Objects include
Icelandic and foreign furniture, graphic
design, textiles, ceramics, and glass, to
name a few
Runs until October 16
i8
Kristján Guðmundsson
Kristján is an artist who uses very bare,
basic drawings to challenge assumptions of what drawings actually are
Knitting Iceland
Come and knit at Laugavegur 25, 3rd
floor, every Thursday, 14:00 - 18:00
On permanent view
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National Gallery of Iceland
Femme - Louise Bourgeois
28 works by Louise Bourgeois, principally installations or “cells” and sculptures,
but also paintings, drawings and textiles.
Runs until September 11
Kjarval, from the collection of Jón
Þorsteinsson and Eyrún
Guðmundsdóttir
Exhibition of paintings by Jóhannes S.
Kjarval
Runs until September 11
Strides
Changes in Icelandic painting from the
late 1800s to the 2000s
Runs until December 31, 2012
The National Museum
The Making of a Nation - Heritage
and History in Iceland
This exhibition is intended to provide
insight into the history of the Icelandic
nation from Settlement to present day
On permanent view
BE YE WELCOME, MY GOOD
FRIENDS!
Collection of carved Nordic drinking
horns
Runs until December 31
Carved Coffers
From the collection of the National
Museum
Runs until August 31
Make Do and Mend
Repaired objects from the collection of
the National Museum
Runs until September 1
Don't Touch the Ground
Exhibition on the games of 10 year old

Welcome  
to the home of writer
Halldór Laxness,  
winner of the

Nobel Prize
for Literature 1955

20 min from Reykjavík city centre On the way to Thingvellir National Park
Be inspired by Laxness

Opening hours:
Every day 9.00 – 17.00
www.gljufrasteinn.is

children
Runs until July 24
Ásfjall
Collection of Pétur Thomsen's photographs
Runs until October 2

Art | Venue finder
ART67
Laugavegur 67 | F7
Mon - Fri 12 - 18 / Sat
12 - 16

Gallery Kling & Bang
Hverfisgata 42 | E5
Thurs–Sun from 14–18
this.is/klingogbang/

Nútimalist Galleria
Skólavörðustígur 3a | E5
Restaurant Reykjavík
Vesturgata 2 | D3

Artótek
Tryggvagata 15 | D4
Mon 10–21, Tue–Thu 10–19, Fri
11–19, Sat and Sun 13–17
www.sim.is/Index/Islenska/
Artotek

Gerðuberg Cultural Centre
Gerðuberg 3-5
Mon–Thu 11–17 / Wed 11–21 /
Thu–Fri 11–17 / Sat–Sun 13–16
www.gerduberg.is

Reykjavík 871+/-2
Aðalstræti 17 | D3
Open daily 10–17

ASÍ Art Museum
Freyugata 41 | G6
Tue–Sun 13–17

Hitt Húsið
– Gallery Tukt
Pósthússtræti 3-5 | E4
www.hitthusid.is

Árbæjarsafn
Kistuhylur 4
The Culture House
Hverfisgata 15 | E5
Open daily 11–17
www.thjodmenning.is
Dwarf Gallery
Grundarstígur 21 | F4
Opening Hours: Fri and Sat
18–20
www.this.is/birta/dwarfgallery

i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16 | D3
Tue–Fri 11–17 / Sat 13–17 and
by appointment. www.i8.is
Living Art Museum
Skúlagata 28 | D6
Wed, Fri–Sun 13–17 / Thu
13–22. www.nylo.is

Reykjavík Art Gallery
Skúlagata 28 | D6
Tuesday through Sunday 14–18
Reykjavík Art Museum
Open daily 10–16
www.listasafnreykjavikur.is
Ásmundur Sveinsson Sculpture Museum Sigtún
Hafnarhús Tryggvagata 17 | D3
Kjarvalsstaðir Flókagata | I7
Reykjavík Maritime Museum
Grandagarður 8 | B2

Hafnarborg
Strandgötu 34,
Hafnarfjörður

Reykjavík Museum of
Photography
Tryggvagata 16 | D3
Weekdays 12–19 / Sat–Sun
13–17 - www.ljosmyndasafnreykjavikur.is

Mokka Kaffi
Skólavörðustíg 3A | E5

Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum
Laugarnestangi 70

Gallery Ágúst
Baldursgata 12 | G4
Wed–Sat 12–17
www.galleriagust.is

The National Gallery of
Iceland
Fríkirkjuvegur 7 | F4
Tue–Sun 11–17
www.listasafn.is

SÍM, The Association of
Icelandic Artists
Mon-Fri 10-16
Hafnarstræti 16 | D4

Gallery Fold
Rauðarástígur 14-16 | G8
Mon–Fri 10–18 / Sat 11–16 /
Sun 14–16
www.myndlist.is

The National
Museum
Suðurgata 41 | G2
Open daily 10–17
natmus.is

Gallery Kaolin
Ingólfsstræti 8 | F4

The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5
Tue–Sun 12–17
www.nordice.is/

The Einar Jónsson
Eiriksgata | G5
Tue–Sun 14–17
www.skulptur.is

Spark, Design Space
Klapparstíg 33 | F5
www.sparkdesignspace.com

Kurt Dejmo exhibition
Collection of Kurt Dejmo's photographs
Runs until October 2
The Nordic House
The Library
The collection centres on new Nordic
literature, both fiction and non-fiction.
The library lends out novels, academic
publications, audio books and more
On permanent view
Relations
The title refers to the relations between
different kinds of phenomena. The
works are mixed media on canvas.
Runs until August 14
Paintings by Agneta Ekholm
The Swedish artist opens an exhibition of
selected paintings in the main entrance
of the gallery.
Runs until August 14
Mokka Kaffi
Cataractic lines and the in-between
Runs until July 21
Reykjavík Art Museum
Ásmundarsafn
From Sketch to Sculpture
Drawings by Ásmundur Sveinsson
Runs until April 22, 2012
Magnús Árnason - Homage
Runs until April 22, 2012
Hafnarhús
Erró - Collage
Runs until August 21
Perspectives - On the Borders of Art
and Philosophy
Comprehensive exhibit that represents
the breadth and diversity of styles and
artistic media pursued in Iceland today
Runs until September 4
Tomi Ungerer – Posters and Drawings
Tomi is an award winning illustrator
known for his social satire
Runs until July 24
Kjarvalsstaðir
Jóhannes S. Kjarval - Key Works
Runs until January 15, 2012
Jór! Horses in Icelandic Art
Runs until August 21
Workshop
Open and informative workshop for
children and families in
connection with the exhibition Jór!
Horses in Icelandic Art. Make a reservation in advance by email: fraedsludeild@
reykjavik.is
Runs until August 21
Reykjavík City Museum
Reykjavik 871 +/- 2 (The Settlement
Exhibition)
Archaeological findings from ruins of
one of the first houses in Iceland and
other excavations in the city centre
On permanent view
Reykjavík Maritime Museum
From Poverty to Abundance
Photos documenting Icelandic fishermen
at the turn of the 20th century
On permanent view
The History of Sailing
Iceland's maritime history and the
growth of the Reykjavík Harbour
On permanent view
The Coast Guard Vessel Óðinn
Display of vessels that took part in all
three Cod Wars
On permanent view
Baiting Bright Fishhooks
Exhibition about the Little Fishing
Book by Jón Sigurðsson, containing
guidelines to fishing equipment and
processing
Runs until December 31

every
trip is an
adventure
rent your
ride with us

www.geysir.is
call: 893 44 55

Gamla góða

A
R
T
Galleries & museums in july
The Herring Adventure
This exhibition explores the adventurous herring era, using the photographs
by Haukur Helgason from 1953-57, the
short film of Sigurður Guðmundsson
from 1941 and various objects related to
herring fishing
Runs until September 18
The Call of Sagas
A exhibition from Finland about an
adventurous voyage in an open boat
from Finland to Iceland, honouring the
old Viking shipping routes
Ongoing

20
July

Experience the 4x4 fourwheeler rides
around the amazing geysir area
1,5 km from Geysir Center

Open all year
Daly trips in June, July and August
every two hours from 10:00 – 18:00.

Geysir ATV Tours
Tel: + 354 869 4474
atvtours@atvtours.is
www.atvtours.is

Yes, it’s true. Everyone’ favourite Australian new wave eighties throwback act Cut/
Copy are poised to play everyone’s favourite club, Nasa, next week. As you all
know, Cut/Copy’s performances are the stuff of legend, with the band sweating up
concert halls and festivals all over the glove over the past years. They just released
a new LP, too, the very excellent ‘Zonoscope’, so we can expect sparkling new tunes
and a renewed enthusiasm as well as faves from ‘In Ghost Colours’ and ‘Bright Like
Neon Love’.
Will they play ‘Hearts On Fire’? Probably!
When they land in Reykjavík, Cut/Copy will have just finished tearing up a neon
storm at the Pitchfork Music Festival over in Chicago. We hear Pitchfork is a very
influential on-line music publication, so the fact that they would book Cut/Copy
with purpose of tearing up a neon storm probably says all that needs to be said
about the band’s high status and quality. Also their music is pretty goddamn great.
If you’re all into it like we are, then we’ll see you there!

+DSS\+RXU(YHU\'D\IURP

GEYSIR ATV TOURS

July

...and they’re playing Reykjavík, so whooo!
Wednesday, July 20 at 9:00pm - July 21 at 1:30am
NASA
3900 ISK

(YHU\7KXUVGD\

Gardner Huges, 56 year old client from Utah.

21

EVERYBODY LOVES CUT/COPY
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“Like driving on the moon”

The Watercolours of Ólafur Thorlacius
Ólafur worked with the Icelandic Coast
Guard for many years as a mapmaker.
He is now retired and paints beautiful
watercolors in his free time
Ongoing
Reykjavík Museum of Photography
Valdís Thor
100 photographs on display
Runs until June 29
The Photographs of Leifur Þorsteinsson
Exhibition of work by Icelandic photographer Leifur Þorsteinsson
Runs until August 28

A
R
T
Galleries & museums in july
Reykjavík Citizens - Photos from a
working man
Karl Christian Nielsen´s exhibition
depicts photos of everyday life between
1916 and 1950
Runs until August 28
Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum
Sigurjón Ólafsson's Pillars &
"Icelander"
The pillar in its various forms is one of
the leitmotifs of the work of sculptor
Sigurjón Ólafsson, from his first independent work in Copenhagen in the
1930s to his final works of 1982
Runs until August 28
Spark Design Space
Thread
Spark is presenting two generations of
jewellery makers
Runs until September 1

Elding Whale Watching

The  Image  of  

Þingvellir

Works  by  50  artists
1782-2011

from Reykjavik
all year round

Make
sure
it’s El
ding!

Call us +354 555 3565
or visit www.elding.is

Open  daily  12am  -  6pm.  Adm.  free

Take part in an adventure at sea with an unforgettable
trip into the world of whales and sea birds.

LA  ART  MUSEUM  in  Hveragerdi,
40  min.  from  Reykjavík
on  the  Golden  Circle.

Elding Whale Watching schedule – all year round

ENNEMM / SÍA / NM46318

EL-01 / EL-02 / EL-03

Jan-Mar

Apr
9:00

13:00

13:00

May
9:00

Jun
9:00

Jul
Aug
Sep Oct-Dec
9:00
9:00 9:00
10:00* 10:00*
13:00 13:00 13:00 13:00 13:00 13:00
14:00* 14:00*
17:00
17:00
17:00
20:30** 20:30**

Environmental Award
Icelandic Tourist Board

*10:00 and 14:00 departures from 1 July to 10 August.
**20:30 Midnight Whale Watching from 15 June to 31 July

· EL-04 Sea Angling 1 May - 30 September at 11:00
· EL-05 Puffin Tour 15 May - 15 August at 9:30 and 15:00
· EL-07 Ferry to Viðey all year round

Tour Operator

Authorised  by
Icelandic  Tourist  Board

Free entry to the Whale Watching Centre

elding.is
Reykjavik
Art Museum

23
July

24
July

What An Enormous Organ You’re Playing, Thierry
July 23, 12:00 – July 24, 17:00
Hallgrímskirkja
1500 ISK
Thierry Mechler is a well-known virtuoso French organist and also a renowned
teacher who travels around the world showing off his amazing skills and giving
master classes in some of the world’s most important international academies.
We should feel very lucky because he is coming to Reykjavík to play Hallgrímskirkja’s huge pipe organ. On Saturday we will listen to Toccata in G-major by Bach
and Arabesque by Schumann among some of his own works as well. The next
day Thierry will delight his audience with themes by Jehan Alain, Hildegaard von
Bingen, Bach and Liszt.
At 1.500 ISK, this sounds like a fairly sweet deal, and a worthy experience for those
who desire to enjoy the terrific playing of a master organist in an unbeatable venue.

Jór! Horses in Icelandic Art
Perspectives – On the Borders
of Art and Philosophy.
Claudio Parmiggiani,
Untitled, 2008.

Erró Collage
Magnús Árnason –
Homage

18 Sept. 2010 – 21 August 2011
Erró – Collage
21 May – 4 September
Perspectives – On the Borders of
Art and Philosophy

Tomi Ungerer –
Drawings and Posters

From Sketch to
Sculpture – Drawings
by Ásmundur Sveinsson

3 May 2010 – 15 January 2012
Kjarval – Key Works

21 May – 24 July
Tomi Ungerer – Drawings
and Posters

7 May – 21 August
Jór! Horses in Icelandic Art

30 April 2011 – 15 April 2012
From Sketch to Sculpture –
Drawings by Ásmundur Sveinsson

28 July – 28 August
Erró – Assemblage

7 May – 21 August
Colours of the Horse

30 April 2011 – 15 April 2012
Magnús Árnason – Homage

Hafnarhús

Kjarvalsstaðir

Ásmundarsafn

Tryggvagata 17
Open daily
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Thursdays 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Flókagata
Open daily
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Sigtún
Open 1 May – 30 Sept
daily 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

www.artmuseum.is

artmuseum@reykjavik.is

T +354 590 1200

Reykjavík
Literally
A Guided Walking Tour
Every Thursday in July and August at 5 pm.

F

D

For your mind, body and soul

Join us for a fun introduction to
Icelandic literature, with a bit of
history mixed in. This 90 min.
walk is at an easy pace and suits
everyone. Starts at Reykjavik City
Library in Tryggvagata 15.
Free of charge.
Reykjavik City Library
www.literature.is
Tel. 411 6100

THE BURGERS THAT ATE LAUGAVEGUR




The waitress was in a strange mood.
She freely admitted that her humour
was a little hit-and-miss, which it was
(especially the comment that the ‘American burger’ was only included on the
menu to appease the tastes of ‘clueless
Americans’) but Iceland is not exactly
famed for inclusiveness or for toeing
the line of social decorum, so we will
chalk that one up to local colour.
During our chat she admitted that
originally they had not intended to
focus on burgers, and it shows. The
general presentation bore the usual
mark of mixed intentions. The lava
rocks, ambitious web-design and
quasi-modern woodwork pointed to
aspirations of mid-range touristy status,
betrayed by the otherwise incongruous
decorations and a burger-laden menu
with 4Chan-friendly names for dishes
like "epic overkill." Although I have to
admit I did chuckle at "svEpPIC" (sveppir = mushrooms).
But like with the service, this didn't
come off as off-putting, as much as colourful and slightly typical of Icelandic
mid-rangers.
My dinner companion and I ordered
a 200 gr. steak (3.690 ISK) and a "Classic Epic" burger (.1950 ISK) respectively. The epic burger clocks in at an
impressive 300 gr., which still appears
like a whimpering tenderoni next to
the burly ‘Epic Overkill’ on their menu,
which packs 600 gr. of meat between

perfunctory buns.
The steak was ordered medium-rare,
and although it was perfectly cooked
and well seasoned we would have liked
it a little tenderer. However, the limited
availability of top quality beef in Iceland
should be taken into consideration.
The waitress was on her own with
the lunch service, so I'm inclined to
forgive her for failing to ask me how I
wanted my burger done. And although
the burger was slightly more grilled
than I would have liked it, it did hit
medium-rare quite nicely. I was also
pleasantly surprised to see that the
burger was not too salty (almost a given
in Icelandic burger culture), letting
the beef do the heavy lifting. Although
the inclusion of bell peppers on the
burger was a nice touch, members of
the anti-pepper brigade should consider
themselves duly warned.
The burger was huge and came with
fries and béarnaise for dipping, which
was another original touch. Nice as
it was, I couldn't stomach the idea of
dipping deep-fried potatoes in butter so
I opted for ketchup. This turned out to
be a mistake, as the ketchup we were
served had a rancid off-taste. I guess
I would have been better off with the
butter sauce.
Restaurant 73 serves a variety of
bagels, a rare and welcome sight in
Iceland (and I regret that I wasn't able
to try them out). And with the music at

73
Laugavegur 73

What We Think: Nice, large
burgers but not life-changing
Flavour: Nicely toned down
seasoning, interesting condiments
but forced to rely on the quality of
Icelandic beef.
Ambiance: Relaxed social.
Casual stop for visitors before
going shopping.
Service: Slightly odd
a nicely subdued volume, comfortable
surroundings and a central location, I
do expect these guys to maintain their
popularity with tourists and Icelanders
on their lunch hour.
Overall my issues with 73 are issues
that I have with the restaurant/burger
culture in Iceland in general (where
are the damn pickles!). Otherwise I
can recommend the place for novel
burger combinations, quality meat and
servings large enough to sate a recently
defrosted mammoth—provided it was
carnivorous and not too picky about its
pickles.

RAGNAR EGILSSON
JULIA STAPLES

Food & Drink | Venue finder
3 Frakkar
Baldursgata 14 | G5

Íslenski Barinn
Pósthússtræti 9 | E4

Gata
Laugavegur 3 | E5

Indian Mango
Frakkastígur 12 | F6

O Sushi
Lækjargata 2A | E4

Sushibarinn
Laugavegur 2 | E5

Aktu Taktu
Skúlugata 15 | E7

Bar Ellefu
Hverfisgata 18 | E5

Glætan book café
Laugavegur 19 | E5

Jómfrúin
Lækjargata 4 | E4

Pisa
Lækjargötu 6b | E4

Sushismiðjan
Geirsgötu 3 | C3

Alibaba
Veltusund 3b | D3

Café d'Haiti
Tryggvagata 12 | D4

Grái Kötturinn
Hverfisgata 16A | E5

Fjallkonubakaríið
Laugavegur 21 | F5

Pizza King
Hafnarstræti 18 | D4

Svarta Kaffi
Laugavegur 54 | F7

American Style
Tryggvagata 26 | D4

Café Loki
Lokastígur 28 | G6

Grillhúsið
Tryggvagata 20 | D3

Express Pizza
Vallarstræti 4 | E4

Argentína Steakhouse
Barónstígur | F7

Café Paris
Austurstræti 14 | E4

Habibi
Hafnarstræti 20 | D4

Kaffifélagið
Skólavörðustígur 10
| E5

Sægreifinn
Verbúð 8, Geirsgata
| C3

Austurlandahraðlestin
Hverfisgata 64A | F7

Café Roma
Rauðarárstígur 8 | G8

Hamborgarabúlla
Tómasar (“Bullan”)
Geirsgata 1 | C3

Kaffivagninn
Grandagarður 10 | B2

Hlölla Bátar
Ingólfstorg | D3

Kofi Tómasar Frænda
Laugavegur 2 | E5

Hornið
Hafnarstræti 15 | D4

Kornið
Lækjargata 4 | E4

Eldsmiðjan
Bragagata 38A | G5

Hótel Holt
Bergstaðarstræti 37
| G5

Krua Thai
Tryggvagata 14 | D3

Babalú
Skólavörðustígur 22A
| F5

Fiskmarkaðurinn
Aðalstræti 12 | E3

Humarhúsið
Amtmannstígur 1 | E4

Geysir Bar/Bistro
Aðalstræti 2 | D3

Hressó
Austurstræti 20 | E4

Mokka
Skólavörðustígur 3A
| E5

Sjávarkjallarinn
Aðalstræti 2 | D3

Bæjarins Beztu
Tryggvagata | D4

Garðurinn
Klappastigur 37 | F5

Icelandic Fish & Chips
Tryggvagata 8 | D3

Nonnabiti
Hafnarstræti 9 | D4

Sólon
Bankastræti 7a | E5

Á Næstu Grösum
Laugavegur 20B | F5
B5
Bankastræti 5 | E4
Bakkus
Tryggvagata 22 | D3
Ban Thai
Laugavegur 130 | G8

Deli
Bankastræti 14 | E5
Domo
Þingholtsstræti 5 | E4
Einar Ben
Veltusundi | D3

Kaffitár
Bankastræti 8 | E5

La Primavera
Austurstræti 9 | E4

Gamla Smiðjan
Lækjargötu 8 | E4
Prikið
Bankastræti 12 | E5
Ráðhúskaffi | E3
Tjarnargata 11
Santa Maria
Laugavegur 22A, | F6
Serrano
Hringbraut 12 | I5
Shalimar
Austurstræti 4 | E3
Silfur
Pósthússtræti 11 | E4

Tapas
Vesturgata 3B | D3
Thorvaldsen
Austurstræti 8 | E4
Tíu Dropar
Laugavegur 27 | F5
UNO
Hafnarstræti 1-3 | D3
Vegamót
Vegamótastígur 4 | F5
Við Tjörnina
Templarasund 3 | E4
Vitabar
Bergþórugata 21 | G7

REVIEWS

Whales are being killed to feed tourists
Don’t let your visit leave a bad taste in your mouth

ROUND 2: NOODLEGEDDON!
Last time we reviewed Núðluskálin was
a year ago, and in comparison with
their Skólavörðustígur neighbours,
Noodle Station. Núðluskálin was the
loser in that comparison, but that was a
different reviewer and I can't say I entirely agree. We noted the same things
but reached very different conclusions.
However, I'll grant that there may have
been some improvements since last
year’s review—some growing pains are
to be expected.
It's impossible not to compare
the two, though. Here are two proper
Reykjavík noodle bars that happen to be
within spitting distance of each other.
And let me make it absolutely clear that
I have nothing against Noodle Station.
It's a traditional, tasty, glorious holein-the-wall noodle place that does the
job and then some. Both places sport
fresh ingredients, heaping portions and
give a respectful nod to the traditional
offerings. These are definitely not the
noodles of your college years. But,
people, there must be a winner! We're
talking noodles, man, and you bet your
tootsy I'm taking this job seriously
(noodles!!!).
Before we get to the comparison
let me remark that the decor seemed
perfectly appropriate. Nothing fancy,
maybe a bit kitsch, but then again I
don't need my noodle place distracting
from the noodles at hand. And anyway,
the kitchen was clean and in full view—
that's enough for me.
The service was lightning fast and
the staff were friendly. My vegetarian
dining partner opted out of the veggie
option on offer, because he felt it wasn't
spicy enough. Instead, he customised
another dish, which was a thoroughly
painless process.
I had ‘Gwiddíáw Domm Kha’ and
my eating partner had ‘Núðlur fyrir
sálina’ (“Noodles for the Soul”). All the

noodle soups sell for a very reasonable
1.090 ISK. The first dish is their most
popular offering, egg noodles, chicken
breast and coconut milk. The second
is a lighter, brothier chicken soup with
egg noodles (with some modifications).
I immediately noticed a nice balance
between the heat, the sour and sweet
(I refuse to recognise umami as a real
flavour). They didn't skimp on the
cilantro—a big plus—and I noticed
that they favoured ginger over the fivespice flavour at The Noodle Station.
The noodles were fresh and perfectly
cooked. The only nitpicking was that
the ‘Gwiddíáw Domm Kha’ was a little
heavy on the coconut milk. They clearly
advertise that this is a coconut milk
heavy dish, and as the joint’s main
favourite, I felt I had to try it. Although
a little tired of the coconut milk soups,
it doesn't surprise me that Icelanders
are going for it. After all, most Icelanders grew up with soups that were more
butter than water.
Finally, I loved that the place was
stacked to the rafters with water pitchers and all the condiments were right
there on the table for the plucking,
including agave syrup and tamari soy—
and not to mention MSG! It's a rare
treat in these health-scare days to see
nice big bowl of cancer-powder in plain
sight. I for one do not believe that a
naturally occurring amino acid that the
Chinese have been gobbling down by
the bucketloads for ages to no discernible ill effect will do anything other
than punch up your meal. But as all
their dishes are MSG-free, it's simply
on offer for those willing to risk cranial
collapse and spontaneous teratomas.
I am still suspicious of the turkey
balls included in a couple of the
dishes. I automatically suspect anything
containing turkey of being a dish that
favours slimming over flavouring. Also,

Núðluskálin
Skólavörðustígur 8

What We Think: Soup on the
heavy side but hit the spot like
nobody's business
Flavour: Fresh, al dente noodles
and good balance.
Ambiance: Quick grab meal.
Friendly. Not too loud
Service: Stupendous
the thought of greasy balls suspended
in a thin solution and cupped by whirling noodles feels disturbing for some
reason. But maybe that's not the case at
all—I didn't try it.
Verdict!
Núðluskálin does, in my opinion,
marginally overtake Noodle Station on
a couple of points. Although Núðluskálin is far from traditional and mix
their Asian traditions up, they do offer
a greater selection of dishes. There's
nothing wrong with Noodle Station
keeping it simple, but in case you want
to try something new Núðluskálin
enables that. Secondly, Núðluskálin
has a much better name. I find the
English naming tradition that is taking
root very tacky and “Núðluskálin” (the
noodle bowl) is a nice workmanlike
name (although I would have preferred
‘Núðluskálinn’—“The Noodle Hut”).
It also offers outdoor seating, but as
Noodle Station is marginally cheaper
we can say that it evens out.
Granted, this isn't by a wide margin
but I'm casting my vote for Núðluskálin.

RAGNAR EGILSSON
JULIA STAPLES

Iceland’s
Restaurant of the year
2009 & 2010
by the Nordic Prize

Nordic House Sturlugata 5 101 Reykjavik tel. +354 552 1522 www.dillrestaurant.is
Open for lunch every day from 11.30 and for dinner wednesday to sunday from 19.00.

HOTEL GLYMUR

Rated Iceland’s no.1 hotel on tripadvisor.com*

Hotel Glymur is an enchanted boutique hotel surrounded by the
wonders, magic and mystery of nature. Adding luxury and well being,
Hotel Glymur becomes a different experience. Located only 45 minutes
away from Reykjavik, the fastest way to get here is to take highway
route 1 through a tunnel under Hvalfjörður (Whale fjord) and make a
right turn on route 47.
• 23 Luxurious En-Suites

Special offer for the readers of Grapevine
9.900 per person including breakfast
8.900 per person including breakfast if you stay 3 nights or more
(based on double or twin room)
13.900 for a single room and 12.900 for 3 nights or more
Includes access to our renowned outdoor hot tubs

• 6 Luxury Villas
• Executive Suites
• A la carte Restaurant
• Café Glymur
• Bar service
• Glymur Spa – Jacuzzi, massage
• Library and wireless Internet

H O T E L

• Conference facilities

G LY M U R

Hotel Glymur | Hvalfjordur | 301 Akranes
Tel.: +354 430 3100 | info@hotelglymur.is | www.hotelglymur.is

*as of 07/06 2010 (see http://www.tripadvisor.com/Tourism-g189952-Iceland-Vacations.html)

Harpa
Welcomes You
Guided tours in Harpa

MUSIC – CULTURE – GUIDED TOURS

Every day at 11.00 and 15.30

Concerts in Kaldalón all summer

Price: ISK 1500 (10 Euros)
The tour lasts 45 minutes and is in English. It takes
you on an interesting walk around the many facilities
of Harpa, through the main halls and spaces and
gives you an opportunity to take a look at its unique
architectural features.
Book special tours at tours@harpa.is
or kristin@harpa.is or tel. +354 528 5009.
Discounts for large groups.

Harpa presents concerts in Kaldalón at 17.00 by the Classical Concert
Company of Reykjavík – a journey through traditional Icelandic music.
Tickets on sale at www.harpa.is and at the box office in Harpa.

Excellent restaurants and shops
Enjoy dining at the outstanding „à la carte“ restaurant and bar Kolabrautin on the
fourth floor. And for a cup of coffee or quick snack visit Munnharpan on the ground floor.
Also on the ground level you’ll find 12 Tónar, a music shop with an extensive selection
of music, and Epal, a Nordic design shop that also offers souvenirs from Harpa.

VIDEO

A new documentary featuring Icelandic bands
by Árni Sveinsson - shows weekdays at 19.00
in Kaldalón. Price: ISK 1500 (10 Euros)

AMAZING ICELAND

ÍSLENSKA SIA.IS POR 55724 07/11

A documentary on Iceland´s nature and wildlife
- shows weekdays at 13.00 in Kaldalón.
Price: ISK 1500 (10 Euros)

Visit our website for exciting upcoming events
including Björk- Biophilia, the Meisterpianist Series,
The Reykjavík Jazz Festival and Iceland Airwaves.
We look forward to seeing you in Harpa

www.harpa.is

Tel. +354 528 5050

