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First

For decades now, the Icelandic nation 
has successfully been using something 
called a toilet. Some call it a bathroom. 
But if you want to be really posh, you can 
say you’re going into the water closet.
 To be honest, Icelanders haven’t been 
using the water closet for that long. 
Toilets were invented some thousands 
of years before Christ, and were pretty 
advanced by around 2800 BC. So, even 
Jesus used this practical invention. 
 In the early 20th century, some Ice-
landers used something simply called 
a “piss hole.” But the progress was fast, 
and before we knew we had toilets that 
resemble those of today. The first large-

scale city planning for Icelandic toilets 
was in 1927, in Reykjavík. We can thank 
Dr. Guðmundur Hannesson for the pro-
gressive vision that everyone would some-
day use something called a toilet. Iceland-
ers at least consider this not only a part 
of being civilised, but of being hygienic. 
 To be fair, many Icelanders have 
pooped al fresco since Dr. Guðmundur’s 
day. There are of course exceptions to 
the norms of civilization and hygiene, 
like on long hikes. But I imagine that 
the good doctor spins in his grave every 
time a tourist jumps out of their car to 
poop beside the highway, or in the gar-
den of some innocent family in Húsavík.

 This is in fact a mystery for Ice-
landers—how tourists can’t just hold 
it in between gas stations. At first we 
thought it was comical. We even un-
derstood the situation. Some of us 
have been in grave trouble in big cit-
ies where a toilet is hard to find. 
 But let’s just be clear about this: Stop 
it. It’s disgusting, and humiliating for all 
involved.  
 If Jesus could use toilets, you can too 
(this is the origin of the phrase "holy 
shit"). And if you really hate Jesus, just 
think about the guy who gave us the 
toilet: Guðmundur Hannesson. He de-
serves better from you, for God’s sake. 
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We Need To Talk About The Water Closet
- An ode to Guðmundur Hannesson

THE GRAPEVINE  
PLAYLIST

Exos - Hverfult
Iceland’s undisputed 
techno godfather 
returns to his dub 
techno roots in this 
pared-down banger. 
Kraftwerk bleeps 
meet Basic Channel 
stabs in this homage 
to the genre. SP

SEINT - So Glad
Somewhere be-
tween 90s Massive 
Attack-esque trip-
hop and cutting-
edge trap, this one 
wears its influences 
on its sleeves, all 
‘Mezzanine’ moods 
and vocals between 
Aron Can and Arabic 
prayer muezzins. SP

Grúska Babúska - 
Refurinn
Positioned firmly on 
the twee end of the 
spectrum, it starts 
out mellow and 
clicky with pretty 
vocals but soon gets 
overtaken by fierce 
D’n’B drums. The 
music video stars an 
adult woman losing 
her shit in beautiful 
icelandic nature. SP

Valby Bræður - 

Peningar
Valby Bræður rep 
two things: Hafnar-
fjörður and $$$. In 
this song—their first 
in six months—they 
go for money. “Pen-
ingar” is a catchy 
banger showcasing 
the bros’ traditional 
old school flow. Get 
down. HJC 

einarIndra - 
Take Me Down
Our new favourite 
sad midnight laptop 
musician einarIndra 
keeps dropping 
sensuous slowcore 
electronica tracks 
as if they’re coming 
off a conveyor belt, 
always with imagina-
tive production 
flourishes that make 
him stand out. JR

Biogen - Autofloat
The distinguished 
TRIP techno label is 
releasing a cache 
of recordings from 
the late Biogen, 
‘Halogen Continues’. 
The album covers 
much ground, from 
acid and breakcore 
to ambient outings 
like this one. SP

kef LAVÍK - 
Arabíska Vor
“Arabíska Vor” is chill 
but dancey—the 
perfect tune for 
when the after party 
is winding down. Sit 
down, put on some 
earphones, and let 
the buttery vibe 
take you to a differ-
ent place: an Arab 
spring. But hopefully 
not, uh, THAT Arab 
Spring. HJC

Listen, watch & 
more tracks: 
gpv.is/play
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A migrant worker arriving at Keflavík 
International Airport, yesterday

NEWS IN BRIEF We often talk 
about the insane amount of tour-
ists who have been visiting our 
shores in the past few years, but it 
looks like tourists aren’t the only 
ones interested in coming to Ice-
land. The Directorate of Labour 
estimates that around 3,000 peo-
ple will move to Iceland through 
various employment agencies 
this year—twice as many as last 
year. In addition, 1,000 posted 
workers will come here by the 
end of 2017, sent on missions of 
all sorts by European companies. 
It ’s sti l l unclear how many of 
them will actually stay and for 
how long, but one thing is cer-
tain: the streets and cultural life 
of Reykjavík will benefit from the 
meddling of different cultures, as 
will the limited local gene pool.

Half the time it'll look like a bum

Perhaps it  was these home-
sick workers that shoe designer 
Marta Jonsson was thinking of 
when she began planning the 
construction of a Ferris wheel in 
the Laugardalur neighbourhood. 
What’s the thing every Londoner 
misses while away from home? 
The London Eye, of course. So why 
not slap a 120 metre wheel in the 
middle of the Icelandic capital, 
a city constantly at the mercy of 
strong winds and heavy storms? 
If the news had not blown your 
mind, however, here is the cherry 
on top: Marta wants the wheel to 
be heart-shaped. Will it end up be-
ing a miracle of physics or a total 
failure?

A money launderer at work, yesterday

Funny news notoriously travels in 
pairs. Thus, if the Reykjavík Heart 

Eye had not shocked the public 
enough, the Finance Minister cer-
tainly gave a powerful contribu-
tion. Benedikt Jóhannesson is in 
fact planning to wage war on tax 
evaders by taking the 10,000 and 
5,000 króna bills away from the 
market, thus reducing the circu-
lation of cash. Naturally, experts 
have condemned him and praised 
him alike. His worst critic, how-
ever, called his statement “a PR 
catastrophe.” You better get your 
damage control team in check, 
Benedikt: you still have a long way 
to go as the Finance Minister of 
this icy banana republic.

A concerned taxpayer, yesterday

Benedikt wasn’t the only mem-
ber of Parliament to be criticised 
this week. Andri Þór Sturluson 
from the Pirate Party responded 
to the arming of Icelandic police 
by inviting citizens to call the 
emergency line every time they 
see an officer with a gun. He was 
criticised for encouraging people 
to put the lives of others at great 
risk by blocking the hotline. Eve-
rybody, however, seems to have 
forgotten that Andri also writes 
for a local satirical news site, and 
that provocative statements are 
his bread and butter. If you can’t 
make fun of serious things, after 
all, you’re taking yourself way too 
seriously.

A resting tourist, yesterday

Something we truly love to joke 
about, however, is tourists’ ten-
dency to make doodies where they 
shouldn’t. Icelandic authorities 
don’t know what to do about these 
doodies, and encourage tourists 
not to do it outside of designated 
areas. We understand that you’ve 
got to do what you’ve got to doo, 
but don’t doo onto other people’s 
houses or kindergartens as you 
wouldn’t have them doo unto 
yours. Come on now, let’s make 
Iceland clean again. 
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The Grapevine's plans for a Reykjavík ferris wheel are still under review.

First

Visit us at Reykjavík City Hall
Do you need helpful hints about  
culture, dining and other activities  
in our favourite city? We would love 
to assist you with planning your 
stay and booking your adventure!
 
See you at the Official Tourist  
Information Centre.

Open daily from 8-20
visitreykjavik.is





Visitors to Iceland are 
often quite taken by 
how Americanised this 
country is, from car 
culture to hot dogs to 
burger joints all over 
the place. What you 
won’t find, though, is 
that quintessential el-
ement of Americana, 
the all-night diner.

It’s hard to under-
stand why there are 
no real diners here. 
It certainly isn’t be-
c a u s e  l a t e - n i g h t 
downtown revelers 
are just too rowdy 
to be let into restau-
rants. There are plenty 
of diners in parts of US 
cities where people 

get decidedly rowdy. 
And there are also 
a number of walk-
in takeaway places 
where late-night rev-
elers can get a sub 
or a kebab and then 
dawdle on home. 
 But all-night diners 
were never meant to 
be the kind of place 
where you load up on 
carbs to soak up all 
the beer you guzzled 
downtown. It’s where 
you go to have a cup 
of coffee and some 
coconut cream pie 
after midnight, as you 
gaze out the window 
reflecting on what 

went wrong in your 
life, while Perry Como 
plays from a tiny juke-
box at your booth. 
If there was ever a 
country that needed 
such a setting, it’s Ice-
land.
 It would seem as 
though we’ve all col-
lectively agreed that 
nighttime is drunk 
time, and if you just 
w a n t  s o m e p l a c e 
to chill and reflect, 
you’re gonna have to 
do that at home. As 
such, all-night diners 
remain yet another 
thing missing in Ice-
land. 

All-Night 
Diners
Words: Paul Fontaine   

 

NEWS A story reported by Morgun-
blaðið has caught the attention of 
Icelanders across social media. Mar-
ta Jonsson, best known to Reykjavík 
residents as a shoe designer and 
businesswoman living in London, 
has proposed the construction of a 
giant Ferris wheel in the city. Much 
like the thing they have in London.
  

Possible locations for this wheel in-
clude Örfiris ey, which would be right 
on the harbour shore; Laugardalur, 
which would be further inland; or 
Öskuhlíð, which would be pretty much 
in the dead centre of the peninsula. 
 However, one little detail that people 
are quick to point out is that, as anyone 
who has spent more than fifteen min-
utes in Reykjavík can attest, this town 
is windy as hell. Given the immense 
size of the wheel in question, it is dif-
ficult to imagine the gusts and wind 
shears it would have to face leading to 
a very long life for the wheel. Not even 
straw goats a few metres tall can with-
stand our worst winds. Just ask IKEA.
 In an interview with radio station 
Bylgjan, Marta further explained that 
the wheel will be anywhere from 100 to 
120 metres tall. For comparison purpos-
es, Hallgrímskirkja is about 74 metres 
tall. Marta was also decidedly confident, 

telling reporters that it isn’t a question of 
whether but when the wheel gets built.
 But the matter is not a done deal. 
Designing of the wheel still needs to be 
completed, and a response from the En-
vironmental and Planning Department 
of the City of Reykjavík is still pend-
ing. We reached out to Björn Ingi Ed-
vardsson of the Planning Department 
for comment on the matter, and we’re 
still waiting to hear back from him. 
 In the meantime, we should prob-
ably ask ourselves if this is really 
something Reykjavík needs. The north 
shore provides likely one of the most 
stunning views you could find in any 
capital city, created by none other 
than Mother Nature herself. A 100 me-
tre copy-paste job from another city 
is not going to make the skyline any 
prettier. Whether the city of Reykjavík 
agrees or not still remains to be seen. 

Giant Ferris  
Wheel Proposed 
For Reykjavík
No one apparently aware  
how windy it gets here 

Words: Anisha Chandar 

Professor Gísli Már Gíslason, 
Professor of Limnology (the study 
of lakes and fresh water) at the 
University of Iceland, explains: 
 “Mosquitoes are not found in 
Iceland, though they are common 
in neighbouring countries like 
Greenland. In Britain for example, 
there are 32 species. 
 “We are still not sure why mos-
quitoes are absent in Iceland. All 
of the conditions that they need to 
live here are present. I once found 
a specimen on board an Icelandair 
plane at Keflavík airport which had 
come in from Greenland. It’s known 
that mosquitoes can survive in air-
craft landing gear for many hours, 
even where the temperature gets 
as low as -50°C. 
 “There are a few reasons why 
mosquitoes might not have colo-
nised Iceland. Perhaps they have 
not yet reached Icelandic waters 
from the planes they are carried 
by. Once they land in the water, per-
haps they have not found a place 
to lay their eggs. But as I have ex-
plained, specimens can survive for 
hours on end. 
 “The reason why mosquitoes are 
absent probably has something to 
do with the climate. Icelandic win-
ters are variable. There can be a 
sudden rise in temperature in the 
middle of winter with a thaw, then 
the temperature will drop again. 
These are unfavourable conditions 
for adult mosquitoes. 
 “We can be concerned about cli-
mate change. With global warming, 
Iceland may not be mosquito-free 
forever. A warming planet means 
the insects could have a better 
chance of reproducing, without the 
cold weather getting in their way.”

ASK A

Limnologist
Q: “Are There Any Mos-
quitoes In Iceland?”

Words: 
Paul Fontaine

Photo: 
Michal Osmenda/ 
Wikimedia Comm.   

 Share: 
gpv.is/nws11

WHAT'S MISSING IN ICELAND
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Professor Gísli Már Gíslason.  
Photo: Subject’s own

First

Where are you supposed to have 
witty repartee about tipping?

Imagine this thing looming over Reykjavík
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2016 and 2017 have been rough 
times for humanity. Syria, Orlando, 
Manchester, Alan Rickman, Donald 
Trump, Harambe, the list goes on. 
Of course, we’re not trying to trivi-
alize these disasters—the death 
of Harambe and the refugee crisis 
are incomparable—but there has 
never been a time in recent his-
tory where humans have more 
needed an outlet for happiness. 

Enter dog groups. “Dogspotting” is ar-
guably the monolith in this category, 
with more than 600,000 members, but 
don’t worry: as with America and Brit-
ish TV shows, Iceland has their own 
endemic version. The group is called 
“Hundasamfélagið” (“Dog Communi-
ty”) and has nearly 25,000 canine-crazy 
members, which is almost 8% of Ice-
land’s population. For reference, that 
is as if 24 million people joined a Bun-

ny Appreciation Group in the States. 
 The point of Hundasamfélagið is 
pretty self-explanatory. People post 
pictures of cute dogs, or talk about 
cute dogs, and everyone reacts with a 
bunch of red hearts and kissy emojis. 
The top post at this moment shows a 
fluffy Corgi on a couch. “Hi hi,” the cap-
tion reads. “My name is Sámur and I 
am 4 years old today. Does anyone else 
have a birthday today?” The lucky cut-
ie received 71 likes and 18 comments, 
the majority being variations of “Con-
gratulations!” What a party! Others 
were more personalised, like “Doggy 
hug from Kletti and Láka!” or “What 
a beautiful birthday child you are!” 
 The Grapevine’s favorite though 
translates to, “Biður sends his regards,” 

which, in English, sounds a whole lot 
like the ominous quote that follows 
the Red Wedding in ‘Game of Thrones’. 
Hopefully little Biður’s last name is not 
Tywinsson, and if it is, Jesus Christ.
 But in these wild and crazy days, per-
haps celebrating the little things—like 
Sámur’s 4th birthday—is all one can do 
to fight the malice that takes Britain out 
of the EU or grabs women by their va-
ginas. Perhaps the best medicine to the 
upcoming World War between America, 
Russia, and ISIS is a floofy doggo, and 
what better option that cute little Sámur. 
Hey, at four years old, Mary Kate and Ash-
ley Olsen had already been on ‘Full House’ 
for three seasons. So move over North 
West, Sámur is the new four-year-old 
star in town. Happy birthday you cutie! 

 Share this article: 
gpv.is/groups

Words:   
Hannah Jane 

Cohen

Fórnarlamb

AROUND ICELAND IN  
80 FACEBOOK GROUPS 

Hunda- 
samfélagið

"The Dog Community"

WORD OF 
THE ISSUE

“Fórnarlamb” is the Icelandic word for 
“victim,” but it literally means “the sacri-
fice (fórn) lamb.”  Especially when it comes 
to sexual assaults survivors, it is often 
deemed anachronistic and almost offen-
sive in comparison to its English sister.
 “But if you look up ‘victim’ in OED its 
development seem to be very similar to 
Icelandic,” Ásta Svavarsdóttir from The 
Institute for Icelandic Studies tells us. 
The word has been found in religious 
books since 1350. However, only after the 
19th century did its meaning develop to 
identify any innocent who suffers great 
pain or death, beyond religious sacrifice.
 Despite the logic, “fórnarlamb” always 
ends up sparking controversy. Where do 
you stand—language purist or fierce re-
formist? AD
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READER'S LETTER

Hi there,
I would like an international flight book-
ing, can you help me with it? If yes, I 
would also like to know the payment 
methods you accept. I hope to hear from 
you soon.
Best Wishes, Zach

Dear Zach,
We normally like to keep our side hustle  
as travel agents low key in order to avoid 
overload, but we’re feeling extra com-
passionate and helpful today. It can be 
quite a hassle trying to track down the 
airlines companies that don’t manipulate 
you into ridiculous cost-saving ventures, 
and some ticket scams can leave you 
with trust issues comparable to that 
time your friend spotted your significant 
other on Tinder, or when you bought what 
you thought was a chocolate chip cookie 
only to realise it was one with raisins, or 
when you figured out there was no actual 
Donkey in Donkey Kong. 
 So fear not, we got your back. When 
it comes to payment methods we’re 
fairly flexible and take both credit and 
debit cards such as Visa and Master-
Card, as well as online transfer systems 
like Paypal. We offer competitive prices, 
and consultation is first available after 
depositing the payment. We don’t ac-
cept payment methods such as invoices, 
because, well, we got trust issues too… 
If you would like to do a bank transfer, 
you can name the recipient as “Frank 
Abagnale’s daughter company.” Sounds 
good? Catch you later! 
Best regards, The Reykjavík Grapevine

Write to us via Facebook, or email us at 
letters@grapevine.is.

Happy birthday Sámur!

LÓABRATORIUM

Who would have thought that a movie 
about people uploading files onto the 
internet accompanied by ‘Transform-
ers’-style action music would flop? At 
least not the good people at Disney. The 
WikiLeaks drama 'The Fifth Estate' 
fails, fails and fails. The critics hated 
it—it has a Rotten Tomatoes score of 
37%; moviegoers despised it—it made 
just $8.6 million, against a budget of 
$28 million; Julian Assange called it a 
"serious propaganda attack on WikiLe-
aks and the integrity of its staff.”

 The movie has problems with factual 
accuracy, but it also commits the worst 
sin of all: it is unbearably boring. The 
dialogue is so clunky it seems possible 
that the servers the leaks were uploaded 
to wrote the script, rather than any hu-
man being, who presumably would have 
had conversations with people at some 
point. 
 But it does have one hilarious scene 
shot at their office at the Blue Lagoon. 
There, Assange and his team are plan-
ning to release the Collateral Murder 
video, while ominous music plays. You 
get to watch as they discus screen reso-
lutions, memory space, movie pixels, 
RÚV employees and other riveting stuff. 
 Cumberbatch then stands deep in 
thought, staring over the lagoon, pos-
sibly contemplating how he got shang-
haied into doing this shit movie. There 
are also rumours that Cumberbatch 
used the goo at the bottom of the Blue 
Lagoon to colour his hair white. 

Travel 
Booking 
Needed

  He should have chosen Grapevine Express

WHERE WAS IT SHOT?

The Fifth 
Estate
Words: Elías Þórsson  
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Ingimar Eydal 
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Captain
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Captain
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Captain
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Hilmar Þór 
 Guðmundsson
Captain
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The Creator
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Captain

The Viking
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One is the elder statesman of foot-
ball, the other the commentator who 
lost his mind at the Euros. Together 
they review the incredible rise of 
the Icelandic national team—one 
year since Iceland beat England 2-1.

Bjarni Felixson, aka Bjarni Fel, is the 
living encyclopaedia of Icelandic foot-
ball. He is so revered that a sports bar 
in Reykjavík is named after him. Fol-
lowing his career as a football player in 
the 1950s and 60s, he became the voice 
of Icelandic sports as a commentator 
for RÚV. Today, at 81 years old, he has 
seen it all—nobody is more qualified 
to provide a retrospective on the un-
expected success of the national team.
 “I saw the first national match 
in 1946. We lost against Denmark, 
as we often have,” Bjarni recounts. 
“I also commentated on the 14-2 
loss against Denmark, so I remem-
ber bad times for the national team.”

Seen it all
Listening to Bjarni talk about the national 
team is astonishing. Not many people can 
boast of having been where it all started. 

 “The 14-2 match was the low point of 
our football history,” he says. “Things 
have changed drastically since then. 
We would always play at eight o’clock in 
the evening, because work didn’t fin-
ish until seven. There was no astroturf, 
so we played on gravel, and the snow 
kept us from playing during winter.”
 Bjarni claims that, ironically, the 
progress began when RÚV started 
broadcasting matches from England 
in 1968. This allowed young boys to 
dream of playing professional football 
as they watched the superstars dazzle.
 “It is basically the English’s own fault 
that  we beat them last summer,” he smiles. 

The problem  
with the league 

According to Bjarni, the biggest prob-
lem ahead is changing demograph-
ics in the Icelandic league. Lured by a 
strengthening króna, more foreign play-
ers have come in. This has diminished 
first team chances for young talent.
 “There are too many foreign play-
ers now,” he says. “This has meant that 
16-18-year-old Icelandic players actually 
need to go abroad, for instance to Scan-
dinavia, to get a chance. We need local 
teams to act for the benefit of our youth.”

Changing mentality
According to Bjarni, what has changed 
in recent years is that the fighting 
spirit that has always been shown by 
athletes is now mixed with a high de-
gree of professionalism and ambition.
 “It began when we got our inde-
pendence from Denmark—that was 
the birth of the mentality that we can 
achieve,” Bjarni Says. “But I would nev-
er even have contemplated us beating 
England at a major tournament. But 
I’ve always said that just because we are 

300,000, and others have tens of mil-
lions, football is eleven against eleven.”
 Bjarni started noticing something 
special brewing in 2011, when the nation-
al U-21 team reached the finals of the Eu-
ropean Championship with a team that 
makes up the spine of the current squad. 
He believes the next generation can con-
tinue this newfound winning mentality.

The successor 
Guðmundur Benediktsson, aka Gummi 
Ben, is a former footballer turned com-
mentator, who became world famous 
for his out-of-control Euro celebrations. 
“The tournament was the most amaz-
ing thing I have ever experienced,” 
says Gummi. “I was terrified before 
the tournament that we didn’t belong 
in a major tournament. When I played 
for the national team, I always dreamt 
about it, but I had given up hope.”
 Gummi struggles to put into words 
the experience, claiming it was like “a 
surreal dream” that he never wanted to 
wake up from. He broadcasted from every 
match, and despite his doubts, he claims 
that every time he attended the team’s 
press conferences he felt success was as-
sured—especially before facing England.
 “You sensed they were natural win-
ners, and you felt proud,” Gummi says. 
“Before every match I feared humilia-
tion, but there was also something about 
the English that made me feel less wor-
ried. Especially because all Icelandic boys 
dreams of playing against England, so 
although they scored early, we equalised 
quickly and you felt it would be alright.”
 Gummi senses a new sense of belief 
in victory of late, from the administra-
tion down to the players. “Lars [Lager-
bäck, the former coach] changed eve-
rything,” he says. “He had credibility, 
which allowed him to demand invest-
ment and ambition. The quality of eve-
rything increased. Now our players make 
sure that everyone does their part. We 
might have had better individuals in the 
past, but the mentality has changed.”

The road to Russia
Both agree on one thing: Iceland’s 
chances of qualifying for the World Cup 
look good. “I was worried when Lars 
quit last summer,” says Bjarni. “But 
we’re still winning matches. Heimir 
Hallgrímsson is a good coach and 
our chances of qualifying are good.”
 “I think Croatia will top the [qualify-
ing] group, but we could make the play-
offs,” says Gummi. “I worried that we 
might struggle, as teams don’t underes-
timate us now. For instance, the Dutch 
are arrogant and thought they’d win the 
[Euro qualifying matches] and it hurt 
them. Now people expect us to perform. It 
will be difficult—but this team keeps on 
making you eat your words.” Not, it would 
appear, the Icelandic public, anyway. 

SPORTS 

Words:  
Elías Þórsson

Photo: 
Wikipedia / 

YouTube

Share this
gpv.is/eur11

These days, it seems you can hard-
ly open a paper without news of 
some Icelandic sporting victories 
abroad (and do a mental Viking 
clap). But things weren’t always 
so good. One of the first times Ice-
landic athletes competed interna-
tionally was at the 1908 Olympics, 
when Jóhannes Jósepsson tried 
his hand at Greco-Roman wres-
tling. Sadly, he did not win a medal.
Things were looking up at the 1912 
Stockholm games, when Icelandic 
wrestling was introduced. As Ice-
land was the only country to par-
ticipate in the sport, hopes were 
high for Olympic gold, but since the 
event was merely a demonstration 
sport, no medals were handed out. 
After this snub, Iceland did not 
take part for a while, blaming their 
absence on economic difficulties. 
One Icelandic student in Copenha-
gen participated in 1920, but as a 
part of the Danish team, and this 
two years after Iceland achieved 
statehood. 
 It was only with Hitler’s Ber-
lin Olympics of 1936 that Iceland 
again fielded its own delegation, 
which it has done ever since, bar-
ring the 1972 winter Olympics in 
Sapporo, Japan, which may have 
been a belated snub to the Axis 
powers. So far, three Icelandic indi-
viduals have won Olympic medals: 
Vilhjálmur Einarsson got silver for 
triple jump in 1956, Bjarni Friðriks-
son received bronze for judo in 
1984, and Vala Flosadóttir bronze 
for pole vaulting in 2000. Then, in 
2008, the handball team managed 
silver at the Beijing Olympics, with 
many MPs and other notables fly-
ing out at great expense to witness 
the event. Two months later, the 
economy collapsed.
Valur Gunnarsson
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BLAST FROM THE PAST

Looking Back At 
The Euros With 
Our Greatest 

Football Experts
 The nation's finest hour

 

Introducing 
Icelandic 

Wrestling at the 
Olympics

Glíma is iceland's national sport

???????????Bjarni Fel, top, and Gummi Ben, bottom, at his finest hour
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Amaryllis Fox spent a little under a dec-
ade working for the US Central Intelli-
gence Agency (CIA) focussing on counter-
terrorism and counter-proliferation, i.e., 
keeping weapons of mass destruction out 
of the hands of non-state actors. Before 
then, she did extensive work in human 
rights and journalism. She has been shar-
ing the lessons she learned while work-
ing in the intelligence community with 
the world at large in numerous talks and 
interviews, emphasising that open com-
munication and information reduces 
misunderstandings that lead to military 
conflicts.

Words: Paul Fontaine  
Photos: Amaryllis Fox  
Share this: gpv.is/ptc11

 Iceland is also well-known for 
having a police force that don't carry 
guns. (Although we do have a SWAT 
team, they are typically only called 
out in extreme circumstances.) Re-
cently, the capital area chief of po-
lice decided that SWAT be deployed 
at large public gatherings, citing 
"defense against terrorism" as the 
reason. 
 Does the presence of visibly 
armed police officers deter or re-
duce the chance of a terrorist attack, 
in your experience?

I'm a very vocal challenger of “security 
theatre” and the presence of weapons 
and militarization in domestic life. 
In the United States, the TSA [Trans-
portation Security Administration] at 
airports imposes harsher and harsher 
regulations every time there's a new 
threat. The lines get longer, and yet, 
so far it hasn't thwarted any major at-
tempts to bring an explosive device on 
an airplane. We see this kind of cha-
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Peace Through 
Communication: 
An Interview With 
Former CIA Officer 
Amaryllis Fox

ANALYSIS

The spy who came in from the cold.
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rade that goes on ostensibly to both 
make people feel more secure, and to 
deter those who would attack, and yet 
we don't see any evidence that there is 
a huge deterrent effect. 
 On the subject of making the public 
feel more secure, they may in fact do 
so, but I think to society's peril. The 
idea of making the community feel 
safer by taking an action that not only 
doesn't make it safer but may in fact 
put it at greater peril is really danger-
ous. Because it requires a kind of high-
level, systems-level analysis, it can of-
ten go years without being called out 
as a contributing factor to terrorism 
rather than a securing measure.

Can you elabo-
rate on that? 
How does it be-
coming a con-
tributing factor 
t o  t e r r o r i s m 
rather than a 
deterrent?

We k now from 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
experiments in 
a c a d e m i c  l i t-
e r a t u r e ,  a n d 
also from prac-
tical experience 
on the ground, 
that exposure to 
weapons, or mili-
tarized security 
i n f ra st r uc t u re 
t h a t  s u g g e s t s 
others in your 
presence might 

have weapons, triggers the reptilian 
brain in humans to feel that they are 
in a dangerous environment, and they 
therefore should and can behave in a 
way that would be appropriate for a 

war zone. Which, of course, leads to 
more violent tendencies than the psy-
chological cues that we see in a society 
that's not militarized and doesn't have 
a lot of these security perimeters in 
place. When we don't see weapons on a 
regular basis, and the social cues that 
we do see suggest that we're living in 
a peaceful environment, our reptilian 
brain follows suit, and tends to be less 
drawn to violent methods to resolve 
disputes. 

How can Icelanders most effectively 
deter or prevent terrorism in their 
own country?

I think there's no silver bullet. It's 
a multi-pronged approach that has 
worked in the areas where we've seen 
the risk of terror diminish. Countries 
that have very low risks of terror in 
today's environment tend to be those 
that are not involved in foreign inter-
vention in sovereign states outside 
of their own. One other contributing 
factor is the openness to dissenting 
points of view in the media. 
 I think that Iceland is in a real-
ly strong position to really lead as a 
small country that is trying a different 
strategy and a different path to tackle 
the challenges of the globalized world. 
I think that is really the greatest ser-
vice and leadership that Iceland could 
provide to the international commu-
nity right now.

Iceland has no military, as you 
know, although we are in NATO. 
Even so, we often feel as though we 
have little impact on the world stage 
when it comes to trying to make this 
world a more peaceful place. What 
is it that smaller nations can do in 
this regard?

I actually think smaller nations play 
a critical role in moving us past the 
impasse that we find ourselves at in 
the international arena right now. 
Larger countries have big economies, 
more complex political systems and 
considerations, they also have more 
complicated treaty entanglements 
in their foreign policy. All of those 
things make them harder to turn in 
terms of policy. It's like trying to turn 
a tanker rather than a sailboat. I think 
of being a leader in that sense and 
saying, “We're less encumbered by all 
these entanglements, and so we will 
be a city on the hill for this particu-

lar form of limited intervention and 
nonviolent social interaction and see 
where that leads us in terms of vulner-
ability to terror attacks, vulnerability 
to economic insecurity.” If a decade 
down the line, a smaller country that 
has been experimenting with those 
measures has found itself less subject 
to attack, with greater political stabil-
ity and greater economic prosperity, 
then that's a really valuable indicator 
to larger countries that it's worth their 
taking the risk and political effort to 
implement some of those same impor-
tant changes at a greater scale in their 
own country. 

“We see this kind 
of charade that 

goes on ostensibly 
to both make 

people feel more 
secure, and to 

deter those who 
would attack, and 

yet we don't see 
any evidence that 

there is a huge 
deterrent effect.”

Two cops and no guns.

Ægisgarður

Geirsgata

Geirsgata

No
rð

ur
stí

gu
r

Nýlendugata

Mýrargata

Hlésgata

Rastargata

Vesturgata Miðbakki

Suðurgata

Ægisgarður

Ægisgarður

TICKET OFFICE
WHALE SAFARI 

Reykjavík Old Harbour
strandgata

HOF

Lundargata

Fróðasund
Eið

Granufelagsgata

Hofsbot

Brekkugata

Hafnarstræ
ti

avegurOddagata

Skipagata

G
rerárgata

Grundargata

eyjargata

TICKET OFFICE
WHALE SAFARI 

#CLOSERTONATURE • #THEULTIMATEWHALEWATCHING • #WHALESAFARI
+354 497 0000 • WHALESAFARI.IS • INFO@WHALESAFARI.IS

THE ULTIMATE 

WHALE 
WATCHING TOURS

FROM REYKJAVÍK & AKUREYRI

CLOSER
TO NATURE CERTIFCATE of

EXCELLENCE

“ONE OF THE MOST FUN 
ACTIVITIES IN REYKJAVÍK ”

Reviewed July 2016

AKUREYRI OFFICE                   
+354 497 1000

REYKJAVIK OFFICE
+354 497 0000

EXPRESS 
WHALES & 
MIDNIGHT SUN
Price: 19.990 ISK

WHALES, 
PUFFINS & 
REYKJAVÍK
Price: 19.990 ISK

“THANKS FOR AN 
UNFORGETTABLE EVENING!”

Reviewed July 2016

DEPARTURES: 
Daily at 10:00, 11:00, 12:00, 13:00, 14:00, 15:00, 16:00 & 20:00

SMALL GROUP: Max 12 passengers per boat
EXPRESS TOUR: Two hour Whale & Puffin Watching
Cover more area in our custom designed RIB boats

Get closer to the Faxaflói bay wildlife 
Two hour Evening Whale & Puffin Watching

Panoramic views of Reykjavík City

DEPARTURES: 
Daily at 20:00



A Bridge To Country Heaven
Atlantsflug’s plans for the construction of a new airport 
in Skaftafell raise questions about the impact of traffic, 
pollution and tourism on the natural wonders of Vatna-
jökull National Park.
 

Words: Alice Demurtas  
Photo:  Art Bicnick 

Flightseeing company Atlantsflug 
has recently launched a new con-
struction project in proximity of 
Skaftafell, a popular preservation 
area in Vatnajökull National Park, 
to erect a spacious service building 
and a terminal that will provide a 
stable base for the company’s tours.

Improving the 
experience

Atlantsflug has been flying around 
Vatnajökull for more than two 
decades. Around 20 km away from 
Skaftafell, visitors board small 
planes right at the runway before 
flying over one of the most breath-
taking natural wonders of Iceland.
 To improve the experience, 
however, Atlantsflug has begun 
the construction of a terminal 
right next to the runway, to cre-
ate a bridge between Reykjavík 
and Skaftafell that will make trips 
south a little more comfortable.

 In addition, Atlantsflug’s manag-
er and founder Jón Grétar Sigurðs-
son plans to dis-
card the current 
flying schedule in 
favour of a perma-
nent one by  offer-
ing transfer flights 
and tours all year 
round. The ser-
vice building will 
provide constant 
assistance to the 
visitors, who will 
have a place to sit 
and roam during 
bad weather, as 
well as improved 
technical aid to 
all their planes. 
“Having a terminal 
also means we fi-
nally have a place to store the planes 
right at Skaftafell,” Jón Grétar adds.

Take a load off, Annie
Besides the personal benefits that 
Atlantsflug might derive from the 

airport, the company also expects to 
decrease the traffic of coaches and 
cars on Route One by connecting 
Reykjavík and Skaftafell by plane.
 The news of Atlantsflug’s con-
struction plans came just one day 
after authorities at Skaftafell had 
decided to encourage the closure 
of two companies’ service cen-
tres to attenuate the impact of 
cars and traffic around the park. 
The presence of these service cen-
tres and the consequent amount 
of cars driving around the near 
parking lot had become unsus-
tainable for the environment.
 The prospect of tourists reach-
ing the park by other means than 
cars could literally take some 
weight off the area. However, park 
authorities are still speculating. 
“We haven’t had the time or infor-
mation to investigate the impact 
of an airport around Skaftafell 
so it’s still unclear whether the 
air traffic will reduce the num-
ber of private cars,” park ranger 
Regína Hreinsdóttir explains.

All the what-ifs
According to Regína, the amount 
of travellers who visited Skaftafell 
last year was around 620,000—
double the population of Iceland. 
Whether the airport will mitigate 
the impact of car traffic or in-
crease the amount of tourists in 
the area has yet to be investigated.  
 Authorities at Vatnajökull Nation-

al Park will need to 
be on the lookout 
for the airport’s 
possible danger-
ous impact on 
the local environ-
ment. While car 
pollution might 
decrease, levels 
of air pollution 
caused by plane 
fuel might make 
things worse. “In-
creased air traffic 
will also probably 
be accompanied by 
more noise pollu-
tion, in certain 
circumstances,” 
Regína explains.

 Atlantsflug might have made 
all the provisions necessary to 
minimize the impact of the con-
struction plans on the environ-
ment, but all the possible ramifi-
cations of this decision have yet 
to emerge. Only time will tell.  
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Hannesarholt
Words: Anisha Chandar    Photo: Art Bicnick

There’s nothing special about Han-
nesarholt, a 19th century building 
hidden in the heart of Reykjavík. At 
least, not from the outside. Inside, 
the house tells the story of Hannes 
Hafstein (1861-1922), a lawyer and 
prolific poet who was declared 
Iceland’s first Prime Minister in 
1904.

Of course Iceland’s first Prime Min-
ister was a poet. Built in 1915, Hanne-
sarholt holds cultural significance 
as one of fifteen concrete buildings 
built to replace old turf houses in the 
midst of a historical revolution. Fast 
forward 100 years. The interior has 
been tastefully restored to provide 
a safe haven for locals to “reclaim 
their roots, cultivate their sense of 
identity and remember who they 
are.” Every room is drenched in 
light. On the ground floor, a modern 
art exhibition surrounds the restau-
rant while upstairs, period features 
reflect a simpler time. Hannes’s 
original desk is surrounded by 
tactile velvet fabrics and shapely 
woodwork. On day release or seek-
ing inspiration from the nation’s 
romantic poet? This is your place. 

BRYGGJAN BRUGGHÚS * GRANDAGARÐI 8 101 REYKJAVÍK
00354 456 4040 * WWW.BRYGGJANBRUGGHUS.IS
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AT 20.00

“Whether the 
airport will 

mitigate the 
impact of 

car traffic or 
increase the 

amount of 
tourists in the 

area has yet to be 
investigated.”

The scenic landscape of Skaftafell
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Moss, Memes And 
Bodily Fluids

Tourists let loose In Iceland

Words: Anisha Chandar 

Earlier this month, international 
press reported that tourists reck-
lessly carved “SEND NUDES” into 
moss-covered hills in the south of 
Iceland. Who wrote it, and where 
exactly do we send these nudes? It 
appears as though the Instagram 
generation will do anything for 
a photo opportunity but while a 
meme may last a moment, van-
dalism is causing lasting 
damage to Iceland’s 
ancient landscape. I 
don’t know whether 
to laugh or cry. 
 No harm done? 
Think again. Árni 
Tryggvason is a 
n at i v e  Ic e l a n d-
er and mountain 
tour g uide. A s the 
number of tourists has 
increased, so have the num-
ber of problems. “Vandalism is 
increasing dramatically. People 
are spoiling nature, thinking it 
will repair in a few weeks. That’s 
just not true. Moss damage as 
seen in the ‘SEND NUDES’ ex-
ample could take up to seventy 
years to repair,” Árni explains. 
 And it’s not just moss, he says. 
“There’s off-roading, building stone 
cairns, graffiti and even defecation.” 

Pretty in pink
Two years ago, Chilean artist 
Marco Evaristti dumped red dye 
into the Strokkur geyser, caus-
ing a pink eruption in the name 
of art. While the geyser now runs 
clear, scar tissue runs deep—this 
was one of many deliberate at-
tempts to distort nature for aes-
thetic impact. People are pissed.
 Árni, like many Icelanders, 
feels that we “don’t have any 
right to reform nature,” and that 

we should “let it be as it is.” But 
is all damage intentional? Árni 
tells me much of it is down to ig-
norance. “People don’t know what 
they are doing. They don’t know 
how vulnerable the landscape 
is. They don’t know how to act.”

Ignorance is bliss 
Árni is a vigilante, and has de-
cided to take the law of the land 

into his own hands. Rather 
than blaming tourists, 

he is trying to help. 
 “People see 
huge stone cairns 
(h i stor ic  rel ics 
used to mark the 
road before the age 

of GPS) at the side 
of the road and de-

cide they want to have 
a go building one them-

selves. I approached an Ameri-
can woman stacking stones near 
the concert hall. I spoke to her and 
she said she wanted something 
to remember Iceland by, so I 
explained the history. I 
just don’t understand 
it. Whenever I come 
a c r o s s  t o u r i s t-
built cairns, I kick 
them down. So do 
the park rangers.”
 Despite their best 
efforts, hundreds 
of tourist-built cairns 
cont i nue t o  p op up 
across the country. Per-
haps these cairns are being used 
to mark where tourists have taken 
a dump? Yep, that’s right: reports 
of defecation are skyrocketing. 

Pooper trooper 
I shit you not, the Icelandic me-
dia is ablaze with locals accus-
ing barbaric tourists of soiling 

their land. A few weeks ago, we 
reported that an Icelander caught 
a tourist pooping next to a kin-
dergarten. A few months back, 
someone shit in a cemetery. As 
poops pop up, so do the signs: 
“Bannað að gera þarfir sínar”, or 
“no human waste” to you and I. 
 “The issue with defecation is 
down to our infrastructure. We 
need more toilets. Yes, it’s a horri-
ble to see a shit in the road, but what 
else are people meant to do? The 
Icelandic Road and Coastal Admin-
istration have just put in fifteen 
toilets around the country, which 
I think is great,” Árni explains. 

Us vs. them
Are tourists purely to blame? No. 
“There are Facebook groups dedi-
cated to bashing tourists," Árni 
says. "Locals blame them for every-
thing. It’s important to remember 
that even Icelanders are doing the 
same thing but for some reason 
when a local does it, it’s accepted.”
 Árni cares about his country, 
and monitors activity on Facebook 
for love of the land. Even he ac-
knowledges that fake news ensues 
on social media. “There are a lot 
of complains, but I know for a fact 
that people are shamelessly lying 
about tourists. Three weeks ago, 
a woman reported that tourists 
had spoilt the land near her farm. 

I checked the aerial view on 
Google—she was lying. 

I wrote her a note call-
ing her out and she 

got super angry. 
She even blocked 
me on Facebook.”
 E d u c a -

t ion i s  key,  a nd 
although it's blin-

dingly obvious to you 
and I, more resources 
are needed to show 

what is, and is not acceptable. 
 “Generations ago, Iceland-
ers thought vandalism was ok. 
We have woken up. We now have 
much more respect for nature and 
have seen the impact of our ac-
tions. Tourists can do the same, 
so it’s my mission to try educate 
more people about nature protec-
tion,” Árni adds. Now stay woke. 
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“I know  
for a fact that 

some locals are 
shamelessly  
lying about  

tourists.”

Photo: Marco Evaristti

Photo: Gunnar A Birgisson / Facebook Árni Tryggvason

Photo: Art Bicnick
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A Way To See 
The Sun

ICEVIEW looks at Iceland in a different light 

Words: Parker Yamasaki Photos: Courtesy of KT Browne

CULTURE  On a park bench in 
Taiwan, KT Browne is watching. 
She is watching the embrace of 
the searing East Asian sun. She 
watches people in the park walk 
tree-lined laps with small ra-
dios slung around their necks. 
She watches workers on scooters 
wearing special sleeves to cover 
their arms. She looks across the 
colourful umbrellas that shield 
skin from developing a colour of 
its own.
 “I started to pay closer atten-
tion to my senses,” she says of that 
time, alone in Taiwan. “To how I 
felt in certain public spaces, and 
how I thought others felt there, 
too.” The harder she focused, the 
more cultural blind spots she no-
ticed. It was then she began to 
question belonging in a new way:
 To what deg ree does a ny-
one belong to a place if they 
can only view it as an outsider? 
Must we participate in soci-
ety—and if so how, and to what 
degree—in order to be a part of 
it? Is it enough to simply exist?

Somewhere sometimes
Tainan City, Taiwan is 12,794 km 
from New York, where KT grew up, 
and 9,601 km from Skagaströnd, 
Iceland, where she l ives now. 
 Skagaströnd has 508 perma-
nent residents. It has a post office, 
a library, a bank, a gas station, a 
restaurant, and in the summer it 
also has a pool and a café. Every 

year around 50 artists and writ-
ers become temporary residents 
of Skagaströnd at the artist resi-
dency Nes listamiðstöð, for any-
where from two to five months. 
The residence has a dance stu-
dio, a research library, a ceram-
ics kiln and an exhibition space.
 KT first entered Skagaströnd 
in 2015 as a writer at the afore-
mentioned residenc y. To K T, 
trained both by choice and cir-
c u m s t a n c e  t o 
observe her com-
munity, there was 
a n o bv iou s  g ap 
between the per-
manent and tem-
porary residents. 
The parking lots 
were packed for 
church and school 
e v e n t s ,  w h i l e 
N e s ’s  m o n t h l y 
ex h ibit ion d rew 
in a small but “solid group of 
regulars, representing a frac-
tion of the community,” KT says. 
 With the help of her partner, 
Magnús, KT conspired to cre-
ate someth ing “lasting” that 
the artists could contribute to. 

Sight is not vision
“I wanted to find work that gets 
beneath the landscape,” KT says. 
“It is easy to come to Iceland and 
be enamored with the scenery—
I was for my first month—but I 
want work that questions ‘place’ 

on another level. Work that is not 
just a representation or inter-
pretation, but an investigation.”
 Through connections at local 
artist residencies (and social me-
dia—“Facebook was amazing”), 
KT sent out a call for submissions 
to an art and literary magazine. 
She arranged it around the theme 
of travel and emphasized work 
that had a special connection to 
the northern regions of Iceland. 
In Spring 2017, the first volume 
of ICEVIEW was sent to print. 
 The magazine features a cu-
rated collection of fiction, non-
fiction, poetry and visual art that 
broadly addresses the questions 
KT began asking in Taiwan: on 
the privilege of community, on 
the responsibility of the traveller, 
on the accountability of the artist. 
ICEVIEW is currently in its second 
publication cycle and is set to be 
released in November. The theme 
is consistent but its geographical 

scope has widened. 
   “I  love travel 
w riting,” K T ad-
mits, though she 
do esn’t  ne ed t o 
voice it. It is ob-
vious in the way 
she describes her 
own experiences, 
in the books she 
reads (and writes), 
i n  t h e  a u t h o r s 
she quotes,  a nd 

in the places she’s lived. As she 
works on Volume Two of ICEV-
IEW, KT Browne continues her 
questing: Is it enough to sim-
ply exist? She wonders as she 
works, looking more for a pro-
cess than an answer, looking for 
different ways to see the sun. 
Volume Two of ICEVIEW (www.
theiceview.com) comes out in No-
vember. Submissions are accepted 
on a rolling basis for online con-
tent, and the next call for print 
submissions will be opened in 
early 2018. 
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“It is easy to come 
to Iceland and be 

enamored with 
the scenery, but 
I want work that 
questions ‘place’ 
on another level.”

KT Browne - author of the book.
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Christian Rølla has been working as a 
photographer for the past five years. He 
has drawn from many inspirations, in-
cluding famed war photographer Robert 
Capa. Christian tells us he was inspired 
to this work by a combination of his activ-
ist proclivities and witnessing the power 
that a well-framed image can convey. 
 For his most recent project, he has 
decided to take photos of asylum seek-
ers and refugees—well-known enough 
as subjects, except that Christian is not 
photographing migration lines or deten-
tion centres. Rather, he is photographing 
these people in their homes.
 “I was invited by Michelle Bird, who is 
the initiative taker on the project Home: 
Asylum Seekers and Artists,” he tells us. 
“She had come across some of the work 
I’ve done on internally displaced people 
(IDPs) in Kurdish Iraq. For me, this was a 

good opportunity to highlight the situa-
tion of asylum seekers who had managed 
to get to another country to live in peace.”

The paradox
Of particular interest to him in Iceland 
were the Sabres, a family of asylum seek-
ers who managed to make it to Iceland, 
but who have been struggling to be grant-
ed asylum here.
 “From what I understand they went 
to Iceland because they had managed to 
google that Iceland was one of the most 
peaceful places on Earth, with low crime 
rates and so on,” Christian explains. “I 
wanted to do this because they are still 
just as unsafe as they were in Iraq, and 
maybe even more unsafe because they 
do not know the language, their rights, 
and so on. In addition to that, they do not 
have the network they are used to. So as 
a matter of fact they are virtually totally 
isolated, in insecurity and limbo in one 
of the safest countries in the world. That 
is a paradox and for me not right. So I 
wanted to try to tell their story through 
my photography. In addition to that we 
opened their home and had a exhibition 
and displayed my images in their home, 
so Icelanders could come, see and hear 
their story, and hopefully befriend the 
family.”
 For all of Christian’s experience work-
ing with refugees and asylum seekers, 
there were still some surprises that came 

up in working with this particular family.
 “What surprised me the most is the 
stress these people actually live under 
as they had their application for asylum 
rejected two times and got the final ap-
peal,” he tells us. “And they receive no 
information on how their appeal is being 
processed. Imagine living in fear of being 
shipped to Norway any time, and then 
most probably being deported to Iraq, 
in which they have no home and where 
there are people who want to harm them. 
I have been working in war zones, and for 
me this was actually more stressful than 
that. Imagine how this is for them.”

People just like  
you and me

Christian’s goal, ultimately, is to try and 
“communicate their situation of insecu-
rity, fear and the feeling of totally hope-
lessness and limbo. That they are people 
just like you and me. And just maybe, to 
put some pressure on [immigration] of-
ficials.”
 Christian’s mission is far from over, 
and the horizons are still open for him.
 “I am still working on IDPs and refu-
gees in Kurdish Iraq,” he says. “So I’ll soon 
go back. There are, according to the UN, 
2-3 million IDPs in Iraq. And in the after-
math of the Mosul and Raqqa operations 
it will be more. They need the world to 
help them.” 

You & Me In 
Different 

Circumstances  
The refugee photography  

of Christian Rølla

CULTURE 

Words:  
Paul Fontaine

Photos:  
Christian Rølla

SHOW ME THE MONEY:

The 2,000 
ISK Note

Arguably the most beautiful of all 
Icelandic banknotes, the 2,000 ISK 
bill was only in circulation for 20 
years. First issued in 1995, the bill’s 
obverse features famed Icelandic 
painter Jóhannes Kjarval, and the 
reverse is a rendering of one of his 
paintings, Flugþrá (“Yearning to fly”). 
 Despite the fact that a 2015 poll 
showed the largest share of Iceland-
ers consider this note the most beau-
tiful, it is now a rare commodity. 

 
Taken out of circulation 

That same year, the Central Bank 
of Iceland decided to take this bill 
out of circulation, as it was never 
used all that much. Each time the 
Central Bank gets their hands on 
one of these, they remove it from 
traffic, and you’ll have a hard time 
requesting one from any given 
bank.

 
Other bills almost disappeared

For a moment there, it looked like 
both the 5,000 ISK and the 10,000 
ISK banknotes were going to meet 
the same fate.
 In an effort to fight tax evasion, 
two workgroups assembled by the 
Ministry of Finance suggested that 
these bills could be taken out of 
circulation. The dubious logic be-
hind this advice was that remov-
ing them would reduce incidences 
of off-the-books salaries. A public 
upraor ensued, and when it became 
clear that the money-loving Inde-

pendence Party hated the idea, it 
was quietly nixed.

Gone but not forgotten
 
Today, 2,000 ISK notes comprise 
only 0.4% of the notes currently 
in circulation. If you see one in the 
wild, you are very fortunate in-
deed. Hang onto it. Do not spend 
it. Take it home and frame it, if you 
can. Whatever you do, do not let it 
end up in someone’s cash register; if 
you do, it’ll never be seen again. PF
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"Insecurity and limbo in one of the safest countries in the world."

The waiting weighs heavily on the Sabre family.

The Sabre family.
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Guðrún Halldórsdóttir does not like 
to crow too loudly about her accom-
plishments. Like William S. Burroughs 
and Wallace Stevens, Guðrún’s cre-
ative blossoming started relatively 
late in life; it wasn’t until she was 
about 40 that she decided to pursue 
art as a hobby, let alone as a profes-
sion.

"I have America to thank for the idea of 
making art with ceramics,” she tells us. 
“Ceramic art in that country is on a very 
high plane, and I was fortunate enough 
to visit many well-known artists and 
took classes from some of them.”

 Guðrún started working with ce-
ramics in 1987 in Boulder, Colorado. 
Her husband was attending university 
and the whole family lived there at that 
time, although they’re originally from 
Ísafjörður. After a year in Colorado, 
the family moved to New Jersey, where 
her husband was working as a printer, 
and lived there for fifteen years. 

Politics and dishwear
Visiting her modest studio in Vestur-
bær, the first thing you notice are the 
giant ceramic busts on the shelves. 
These sculptures are simultaneously 
naive and evocative: a wall-eyed man 
holding the ISC post-crash financial 
report, a screaming woman whose 
chest is filled with other screaming 
people, a snarling suited man with a 
canoe full of fish on his head. Even if 
they had no socio-political point—and 
they all do—they awaken feelings of 
uneasiness, danger, the ripples of a 
large sullen monster beneath the sur-
face of a dark lake.
 Not that Guðrún’s works exist solely 
in the domain of high art. She has also 
made dishware for restaurants, and 

makes smaller, more affordable but 
equally evocative pieces for the con-
sumer market.
 “Making bowls and cups and such 
was something I did more of when I 
moved back to Ice-
land,” she says. “I've 
sold most of the larger 
works abroad; these 
smaller pieces are 
more sellable here at 
home. That's what I 
find fun to do."

Window 
shopping

Guðrún’s modesty is 
reflected in her mod-
est process. She tells 
us she shows up at her 
studio around nine in 
the morning, and will 
typically work until 
early afternoon. She 
then goes home, where many more of 
her works are on display in her win-
dows, and works on orders she receives 
through her website. In fact, a good 
number of her sales are made from 

people passing by her home, who then 
call her to ask how much her pieces are. 
 But where the ideas come from, she 
can never tell.
 "I never know where inspiration 

will come from,” she 
tells us. “Sometimes I'll 
set out to do one thing 
and something com-
pletely different comes 
out.”
 Although she’s been 
based in Iceland since 
2005, her works have 
been shown all over the 
world. In fact, when we 
caught up with her, she 
was packing up works 
for an exhibition in Es-
tonia coming up this 
August.
 When all is said and 
done, she has her sights 
set on a decidedly mid-
dle-class pursuit:

 "I'm going to take a small vacation 
next,” Guðrún says. “Head off to Amer-
ica in October and play a little golf, like 
I do every year. I've been working a lot 
lately, which can wear you out." 
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Disquieting & 
Delightful 

The ceramic art of Guðrún Halldórsdóttir

HUMANS 

Words: 
Paul Fontaine

Photos: 
Varvara Lozenko

“I never know 
where inspiration 

will come from. 
Sometimes I'll 
set out to do 

one thing and 
something 
completely 

different  
comes  
out.”

HUMANS OF REYKJAVÍK

The artist and her studio, bringing clay to life.

Open 11:30-22:00
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THE INTERNATIONAL ORGAN SUMMER 
IN HALLGRÍMSKIRKJA 2017

June 21 – August 20 

25th ANNIVERSARY

Hallgrímskirkja Friends of the Arts Society 35th season

22. 6. Baldvin Oddsson trumpet & 
 Elísabert Þórðardóttir organ
29. 6.   Örn Magnússon, Breiðholtskirkja
6. 7 .   Kitty Kovacs, Vestmann Islands
13. 7.   Ágúst Ingi Ágústsson, Horsens   
 Denmark
20. 7.   Einar Jóhannesson clarinet &   
 Douglas A. Brotchie organ
27. 7.   Andreas Schmidt bass, Inga Rós  
 Ingólfsdóttir cello & Hörður Áskelsson  
 organ, Hallgrímskirkja  
3. 8.     Franz Günthner organ, Leutkirch,  
 Germany
10. 8.    Þórir Jóhannsson double bass &   
 Eyþór I. Jónsson organ, Akureyri 
17. 8.   Sólveig Anna Aradóttir, Reykjavík

Lunchtime concerts 
Thursdays at 12 noon

In cooperation with 
Icelandic Organist Association

Ticket sale at the entrance one hour before 
the concerts and online on midi.is

Lunchtime concerts 
Wednesdays at 12 noon

June 21- August 30

Schola cantorum
Hallgrimskirkja Chamber Choir

24. 6. 12 noon  Björn Steinar Sólbergsson, 
& 25. 6. 5 pm Hallgrímskirkja 
1. 7. 12 noon  Sophie-Veronique Cauchefer-Choplin, 
& 2. 7. 5 pm  St. Sulpice, Paris, France
8. 7. 12 noon  Arno Hartmann,
& 9. 7. 5 pm concert organist, Germany
15. 7. 12 noon  Denis Makhankov & Dina Ikhina,
& 16. 7.  5 pm  St. Petersburg, Russia
22. 7. 12 noon  David Cassan, concert organist, 
& 23. 7.  5 pm Paris, France
29. 7. 12 noon  Willibald Guggenmos,   
& 30. 7. 5 pm  St. Gallen, Switzerland
5. 8. 12 noon  Bine Bryndorf, concert organist,
& 6. 8. 5 pm Hillerød, Denmark
12. 8. 12 noon  Thomas Scheehan, 
& 13. 8. 5 pm Harvard University, USA
20. 8.  5pm Lára Bryndís Eggertsdóttir, Horsens
 Denmark

Weekend concerts 
Saturday at 12 noon and Sunday at 5 pm 

with international concert organists

Schola cantorum is the Hallgrímskirkja multiple 
prize-winning chamber choir, founded in 1996 by 
its conductor Hörður Áskelsson. Schola cantorum 
was awarded the “Performer of the Year 2016” 
by the Icelandic Music Award in March 2017. 
Schola cantorum has from the very start played 
an important role in Icelandic music scene with 
a repertoire that consists mainly of renaissance, 
baroque and contemporary music including 
numerous premier performances by Icelandic 
composers. The choir gives regularly concerts in 
Iceland and has given concerts in Norway, Finland, 
Germany, Italy, Spain, Japan, Switzerland, France 
and USA. Last April the choir was invited to 
perform in 5 concerts in the Reykjavik Festival in 
Walt Disney Hall in Los Angeles, organized by the 
LA Phil, and received outstanding reviews in world 
known newspapers like NY Times, LA Times etc.



In March, an overzealous gun owner 
shot a few rounds into the air in Kópa-
vogur, a suburb  of Reykjavík. He’d just 
had the gun serviced and was eager 
to make sure it was in good working 
order. Pop! Pop! Pop! 
 Police were called to the scene, the 
news media rolled up, people specu-
lated that someone might have been 
hurt. No one knew what was going on, 
no one could find any injured party, but 
neighbours swore they’d heard gun-
shots coming from somewhere nearby. 
This was a big deal. National news cov-
erage big. 
 The gun owner came forward the 
next day and apologised. Police sub-
sequently seized the gun in question, 
alongside all other weapons in his col-
lection, then revoked his gun licence. 
 You might think that this shook the 
nation because gun ownership is rare, 

but you’d be wrong.
 According to the research organi-
sation Gun Policy, the estimated total 
of civilian-owned guns in Iceland is 
about 90,000. 
 That’s 90,000 guns for 330,000 peo-
ple. Roughly a third, so chances are 
if you are in a room with ten Iceland-
ers, about two or three of them are 
gun owners. In the United States, by 
contrast, there are far more guns per 
household but the rate of gun owner-
ship is just a little above one third, so 
similar to Iceland. 
 In spite of this high rate of civilian 
gun ownership, Iceland still has one of 
the lowest crime rates in the world.
 The UN’s Global Study on Homicide 
from 2013 cites that between 2005 and 
2012, zero percent of violent deaths in 
Iceland were caused by a firearm. In 
the United States in the same time pe-
riod, the rate of violent deaths caused 
by firearms was between 58-61%. 
 But why? How is it possible for gun 
ownership in Iceland to be on par with 
countries plagued by gun violence, 
without any actual gun crime?

It’s a real schlep  
to get a gun

“We do not know exactly why gun 
crime is so low,” said Jónas Hafsteins-
son, who works in the Icelandic Police’s 
gun licensing department. “Maybe be-
cause it is hard to get a licence?” 
 In order to get a gun and a hunt-

ing license, Icelanders have to do pa-
perwork for the police, the magistrate, 
and even the Environment Agency of 
Iceland.  
 Prospective gun owners need to 
prove they have no criminal record. 
They need to be evaluated by a doctor 
to prove they are of sound mind and 
have good enough eye-
sight. They have to buy 
and read two books, at-
tend a three-day course 
and score at least 75% 
on exams regarding gun 
safet y, management, 
what animals are al-
lowed to be hunted and 
when, and so on. Then 
there’s a practical exam 
to prove they know how 
to handle a gun safely.
 Once Icelanders final-
ly have their license, they need to prove 
they have a gun safe to lock the weapons 
in, plus a separate place away from the 
gun safe to lock the ammunition. 
 Basically, it’s a real schlep for a ci-
vilian to get a gun and there are a lot 
of legal checkpoints to ensure public 
safety. 

A question of  
practicality

“My dad had guns and hunted. So guns 
were always around when I was a boy,” 
says gun owner and hunting enthu-
siast Árni Leósson. “When I got older 

I got really into fly-fishing and from 
there I got interested in hunting but 
to do that I had to get my own guns. It 
was just pragmatism and I think the 
reason gun crime is so alien in Iceland 
is the ‘gun culture.’ In Iceland guns are 
for practical things like hunting and 
not for protection. We have the police 
for that.”
 Indeed, even the regular police do 
not use guns; only special forces carry 
firearms. Up until earlier this month 
—when special forces turned up armed 
to the annual Color Run—Icelandic ci-
vilians had never had to contend with 
seeing guns in public. This act by the 
police was so unusual and made people 
so uncomfortable that there has been 
a series of public complaints about the 
police bringing guns to a family event, 
especially given that studies show that 
the presence of armed police escalates 
tension. 

The meaning of guns
“In places like the US a firearm is be-
lieved to be important for self-defence 
and to deter crime but this idea is for-
eign here,” says Helgi Gunnlaugsson, 
a professor of sociology at the Uni-
versity of Iceland. “Here we look at a 
gun, or a pistol, as an object for mostly 
sports and hunting animals. Very few 
Icelanders believe guns are important 
to defend yourself or your family. So 
even if you own a gun, and quite a few 
do, the gun is not to be aimed at other 
persons. It actually never really crosses 
our mind to do that.” 
 “This cultural meaning and differ-
ence is not something you can change 
overnight with a stricter or more leni-
ent gun control legislation—this dif-

ference runs much deeper 
than that,” argues Helgi, 
adding that when peo-
ple view guns as a tool 
of self-defence, they are 
more likely to keep guns 
more readily accessible in 
the household, in order to 
grab it in case of an emer-
gency—which leads to 
greater rates of acciden-
tal shootings or murders 
while people are intoxi-
cated. 

 Additional and more general fac-
tors also contribute to Iceland’s low 
gun crime rate. Historically, in order 
to make it through the long winters, 
everyone needed to pitch in to simply 
survive, meaning there is a short social 
distance between Icelanders. 
 People with power are not impos-
sible to reach, it is not impossible to be 
heard. Add to that a more equal society 
with low rates of extreme wealth and 
extreme poverty and you neuter a lot 
of aggression and fear. 
 And that’s the real danger, let’s not 
forget. Fear.  
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Chances are 
if you are in a 
room with ten 

Icelanders, 
about two 
or three of 

them are gun 
owners. 
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We like our guns, but not shooting people

If you mess with Alice, prepare to get got
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Birnir
Listen to: “Ekki Switcha”

How’d you get into rap?

One of my first memories of liking 
music was seeing an XXX Rottweiler 
video on TV. I was eight years old. I 
knew it was like “bad” stuff to like, 
but from there it grew—foreign rap 
mostly like Gucci Mane, Rick Ross, old 
school Houston stuff, a ton of shit. I 
remember my Mom gave me my first 
CD, ‘Justified’ by Justin Timberlake. 
That’s so lit that that was my first CD. 

“Cry Me A River” is a classic. 
But how’d you start rapping? 

I just wanted to know how to rap. I 
went to a snowboarding school in 
Sweden and I started freestyling 
there. It was a hobby, but I wanted to 
be really good. Later, Herra Hnetusm-
jör and I had this fucking Photo Booth 
rap group. We’d hit up the group, post 
a beat and say like, you’ve got 30 min-
utes to write something.

Then you released “Sama 
Tíma” and “Ekki Switcha.” 

Yeah, I remember when I first record-
ed “Sama Tíma,” I listened to it and 
thought, “This is shit.” I was going to 
throw it out, but after five times in a 
row, I started to think it was kind of 
dope and maybe I’d actually release 
it. See, for me, the plan was just to 
become good at rapping, not to like, 
“be a rapper.” But after “Sama Tíma” 
got popular and “Ekki Switcha” re-
ally blew up, I thought like, maybe this 
could work out if I keep working at it. 
 “Ekki Switcha” means a couple of 
things. “Don’t change,” sure, but it’s 
more don’t switch up on what you 
think is right. Also, when you have 
those moments—maybe you’re party-
ing—where you think, “I don’t want to 
change anything at this particular mo-
ment.” Don’t change the status quo. 

But after “Ekki Switcha,” you 
became a major player in the 
hip-hop scene. From your 
view, what is the Icelandic 
scene like right now?

It’s lit! Everyone is doing their own 
thing and just trying to be the best 
at that. I want to be the best but only 
at what I do. I can’t be better at doing 
Aron Can than Aron Can. I mean, I 
would love to be able to sing like him 
[laughs] but I just can’t sing much.

Auto-Tune!

I fucking love Auto-Tune! I use it. But 
yeah, there’s so much energy in the 
scene and everyone is so different. Joey 
Christ, Aron Can, Herra Hnetusmjör—
he’s the best rapper in Iceland. It’s a fact. 
But, at what he does, you know? And I 
fuck with Cyber. I love HRNNR & Sm-
jörvi. Shoutout to Dadykewl. 
 Gísli Pálmi is really the GOAT if you 
feel me. Eminem is a GOAT. 2Pac is a 
GOAT. Gísli changed everything and 
this scene is probably due to him. 
 See, Gísli Pálmi is not joking. Gauti 
is not joking. Herra Hnetusmjör, Aron 
Can, GKR —they have all put some se-
rious time into this stuff because you 
have to create something that is true 
and real to you. People can sense when 
someone is being fake. A lot of my lyr-
ics are like the Da Vinci Code to me. 
People might not fully understand but 
it’s true for me.

That’s the “Ekki Switcha” 
deal, right? But to end: 
Anything else?

Yo, I just found out this out. Did you 
know seagulls can become like 49 
years old? That’s fucked up. I hate sea-
gulls. But they can be old as shit, like 
you see a seagull and it’s like “I’m 35!” 
Fuck.
 Oh, I’m also releasing a new song 
this summer.

The Front 
Line

Benzo trap to old school, the new 
faces to watch in Icelandic hip-hop

Words: 
Hannah Jane Cohen

Photos: 
Þórsteinn Sigurðsson

JóiPé &  
Króli 
Listen to: 
“Spreða”

What was the Icelandic rap 
scene like when you were 
growing up?

K: Dabbi T was my rap idol. He had the 
best rhymes, puns and flow. I was in-
spired to go for rapping though after 
watching Aron Can. He’s my age so I 
was like, if he can do it, I can try too. 
J: I just watched ‘Straight Outta Comp-
ton’ and that made me start rapping.

“Crazy motherfucker named 
JóiPé.” Ok, just kidding. But 
who are you a fan of now?

K: I am a big fan of Icy G. Herra Hne-
tusmjör is also awesome but he tweet-

“See, for me, the plan 
was just to become 
good at rapping,  
not to like, ‘be  
a rapper.’”
Birnir

“Fun 
fact: I 

was in a  
Face-
book 

relation-
ship with 

Leoncie 
for two 

days.”
JóiPé & Króli
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Landaboi$
Listen to: “Matrix”

How did you all get into rap?

Steindór: Rakim, Nas, old school 
stuff. They really influenced me even 
though I make trap music now.
Helgi Ben: I listened to Eminem in 
6th or 8th grade. For a school talent 
show, I made a rap, lost, made a come-
back rap the next year, and won. I hope 
no one ever sees it. 
Jón Bragi: My dad gave me the “Get 
Rich or Die Tryin’” CD by 50 Cent. 

All great choices. So then 
what was the birth of 
Landaboi$?

Steindór: “Pussybois” was the first 
song that we as the group we are right 
now did together.
Starri: It set a whole new standard for 
production, lyrics, everything. 
Steindór: There were these three guys 
from Vesló, who, in a school competi-
tion, made a diss song about us. So we 
made this song. They call themselves 
GucciBois so, “Landaboi$ are puss-
ybois,” became “GucciBois are puss-
bois.” 

Should we interview them?

Helgi Ben: No. 
Steindór: “You call me a pussyboi but 
you are the bitch. Nobody knows you 
and if you would leave, you would not 

be missed. You’re living in a dream 
world, time to wake up.”
Helgi Ben: In English, it sounds really 
emo! 
Steindór: “We drink moonshine not 
to save money.”
Starri: That’s our motto.
Jón Bragi: Like “Bad and Bougie,” you 
know.

Cookin’ up moonshine with 
the Landaboi$. But, how was 
entering the current Icelandic 
rap scene for you guys?

Steindór: It’s been hard, especially 
at first. We didn’t really know anyone 
else in the scene so we didn’t have the 
connections other people had. We had 
to work harder for our spots. 
Helgi Ben: Like at Solstice 2016, we 
had a 16:00 slot, which is really bad, 
but the place was filled to max and it 
was turnt. We managed to make it lit. 
Steindór: That shows how good we 
are and how hard we work. It’s just the 
beginning for all of us. 

ed something bad 
about us so now 
I’m like Ok, man. 
We shot our video 
in Kóp but we have 
a shoutout in the 
song to Garðabær. 
Some guy called 
us out for it and 
Herra Hnetusm-
jör retweeted it. 
C’mon. That said, 
he’s still the best 
right now. 

Yeah, fuck that. But let’s talk 
about your music. You guys 
have a way old school vibe.

K: No one is doing old school right now 
but we like that style. To be real, this 
album is just stuff that we like. Some 
trap songs, but mostly old school. It’s 
just by chance that we are the only 
ones. 
J: I make the beats and we produce 
everything ourselves. 
K: Our album is almost unintention-
ally a satire. Neither of us drink and 

we’re both poor students but our sin-
gle is called “Spreða,” which means 
“spend.” I think in our fake rap world, 
we have lots of money. But I’ll be re-
ally arrogant and say, I don’t know, yo 
mamma jokes in my verses and that’s 
not me in real life. But in our fake rap 
world, it is. We’re having fun, making 
music for ourselves. 
J: You can sort of lie in rap but it’s not 
lying, it’s just living the fantasy. 

It’s a good fantasy. Who’d be 
the fantasy collaboration? 

K: Fun fact: I was in a Facebook rela-
tionship with Leoncie for two days, so 
maybe her. It got 550 likes, lasted two 
days, and then she fucking blocked me. 
 It was an amazing prank. My cow-
orker did it. After she blocked me, I 
changed my status to “It’s Complicat-
ed.”. If she’s reading this, please un-
block me. We should do a song. 
J: We definitely won’t.

         Dadykewl
                  Listen to: “Ástralía”

What did the Icelandic hip-
hop scene used to be like?

Hip-hop became good again around 
2010 with A$AP and Kendrick. I 
couldn’t stand 50 Cent and Icelandic 
hip-hop groups during that time—
they were so negative, it was deranged. 
 Yeah, most Icelandic raps at that 

time were about “being hardcore” 
and that pretty much meant say-

ing a line about “MY CREW” 
and rhyming that with “FUCK 

YOU.” Or “I’m gonna fuck 
you up!” but really they just 

go to tanning salons. Can 
you imagine if I did that? 
Walked around rapping, 

“DON’T FUCK WITH MY 
CREW, GÍSLI PÁLMI!” 

No way. 
 We were com-
pletely stuck in the 
90s until Shades of 
Reykjavík and Gísli 
Pálmi made the scene 
pull a U-Turn. 

Amen, Dadykewl. So then 
what is it like now?

The scene is really diverse. It’s such a 
small country so it’s pretty amazing 
that there are so many genres of hip-
hop here at this time.
 Personally I want to make sincere 
music. People will connect to that. 

So then let’s talk about your 
last two songs, “Ástralía" and 
“Lada.” Are they sincere?

“Ástralía" was the ending of me find-
ing my sound and what kind of music 
I wanted to make. All of 2016 led up to 
that, and since then, I’ve caught the 
Dadykewl vibe. 
 “Ástralía” is a sincere love song: 
“It’s hard to predict the future. I can’t 
have a relationship through a phone.” 
 “Lada” though was complete satire, 
probably due to me being around Hrn-
nr & Smjörvi too much. In my view, 
everyone else is singing about Lam-
bos and I’m like, what about the other 
cars? They need love too. So I’m just 
shooting all the haters that are hating 
on me while I am flexing on my Lada. 

 By the way, please put that in this 
article, because I have no car right now 
right now and I really want a sponsor-
ship. Hey Lada, I like cars and I’m a 
cool rapper. 

Yes, you definitely are… So 
what’s next?

I want to do positive battle rapping, 
something like “Don’t give up!”“You 
seem like a great person!” “Nice sweat-
shirt!” It could be cool. 
 But really, I am making an album 
right now with BNGRBOY and it’s 
coming out real soon.

Well give us some wisdom to 
end, Daði. 

If you want to be happy, you have to 
surround yourself with people that are 
doing what you like doing or else you 
end up on the bottom of the pile, kind 
of like where Gísli Pálmi is going to be 
if he fucks with my crew. You can film 
it: “It’s an exclusive: WORLDSTAR!!” 
I’ll be, “Don’t fuck with my crew.” And 
he’ll be like, “I didn’t? Who are you?”

“And before you 
ask, nothing about 

the nature in 
Iceland inspires 
me. I am kind of 

sick of it actually. I 
have seen too much 

nature.”
Hrnnr & Smjörvi
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Hrnnr & Smjörvi
Listen to: “Engar myndir”

Let’s start with an 
introduction. 

H: “HRNNR” is “Hrannar” without the 
As. That is why I go by HRNNR.
 S: My name is Tjörvi, but butter is 
“smjör,” so now I am Smjörvi. I started 
with that name when “Rúllum á Bíl-
um,” our first song, came out in 2016.
H: “Rúllum á Bílum” is “Rolling on 
Cars” or maybe “Rolling in Cars”? 
Whatever Chamillionaire did. Rollin’ 
dirty? The song starts with: “Pull up in 
the Prius. I get straight As.”
S: When you first hear it, you are like 
“What is this?” Then you get it. 
H: “Roll up in my car… Gísli Pálmi. 
Walk in on an animal… Cow.” The 
whole thing was just a freestyle be-
cause we were bored one day so we 
screamed something into the com-
puter. Then in the same day we made a 
video and posted it. 
S: We had no idea it’d get any recogni-
tion. We expected max 50 views but it 
was the exact opposite. 

You got a lot of attention. So 
what’s the Icelandic scene like 
nowadays?

H: I used to find Icelandic rap so fun-
ny. This country is too small for you to 
be like a criminal gangster rapper so it 
seemed funny that people tried to be. 
S: My brother always says he hates 
classic rap, so now I know what direc-
tion I should go in because of him. 

That negative kind of rap brings out 
the worst in people.
H: The rap scene isn’t like that any-
more. It’s building up, it’s tight, and 
there are no beefs, like there are in the 
USA. 
D: Not yet. 
H: Actually I did 
make a diss song. 
It’s just “Tjörvi is 
a bitch,” over and 
over, over a beat I 
made in five min-
utes.
S: It’s really offen-
sive.
H: Maybe you 
should stop being 
a bitch then.
S: Hey, Hrannar 
can you get me 
some water?
H: Ok.
S: Hrannar is my 
bitch.

Yeah, you guys 
definitely 
seem like 
bitches. 
What’s next?

S: Taking over the 
rap game in Ice-
land. The whole 
music game actu-
ally. Quote me on 
that.

H: Right now we are trying to finish an 
album. School is in our way though. 
S: And laziness. 
H: And video games. And drinking al-
cohol and crying.
S: That’s illegal.
H: Better not snitch on me.

Any last words?

S: You have to have something to do in 
Iceland or else you will get really de-
pressed.

H: Yes, you cannot survive without 
a passion here. I’d rather make beats 
than do pretty much anything, even 
video games or drinking alcohol and 
crying.
S: And before you ask, nothing about 
the nature in Iceland inspires me. I am 
kind of sick of it actually. I have seen 
too much nature.
S: I am inspired by passionate people. 
People who give all their time and effort 
into their passion. I try to be like that. 

Icy G & Hlandri 
(Rari Boys)

Listen to: “Swervin”
How’d you guys get into rap?

H:  I used to listen to like Brand New, 
Nine Inch Nails, that kind 
of stuff, but then my friend 
showed me A$AP Rocky 
and it was just hip-hop af-
ter that. I guess I’m kind of 
back to darker stuff now. I 
really like Marilyn Manson. 
G: Yeah, I heard the song “All I Do 

Is Win” in like 5th grade, 6th grade, 
something like that, but I didn’t start 
making beats or rapping until a year 

ago. I’ve been mak-
ing music since I was 
young though. Like, 
Jesus, when I was 
4th grade, I made a 
whole album for my 

mom in GarageBand. She loved it. She 
cried. She still cries when she hears 

my music now though. She loves it.

Aww that’s sweet. How would 
you describe your style?

G: It’s bittersweet. The beats are wavy 
but still turnt. Like “Too Faded”—“I 
don’t care what you say, I’m too fad-
ed”—it’s not cloud but it’s wavy, you 
know what I mean? 
H: Originally, my plan was just to do 
SoundCloud producing. I’ve produced 
a ton of stuff for people all over, but 
now I’m getting more into the Icelan-
dic scene with the Rari Boys.

Yeah, let’s talk about the Rari 
Boys. What, uh, is that?

G: It’s just sort of the name for our 
group—me, Hlandri, $leazy, Dagur, oth-
ers—we’re really into vintage Ferrari 
stuff, I think that’s where it came from. 
H: I dunno. I guess someone was 
fucked up one night and we just went 
with it. It was supposed to be “Helli-
ans” but that's kind to too dark. We 
want to keep it positive and “Rari 
Boys” is a cool name. 

Speaking of keeping it 
positive—what’s with all the 
Xanax lyrics?

H: Xanax is in apparently. 
 
“Welcome to the Xanny 
family.” But yeah, what is the 
Icelandic music scene like 
from your view?

G: There’s so many artists that are 
so fucking good but are not getting 
enough attention. Andsetinn, Jesus 
and 24/7, those are my favorites. They 
need more attention. 
H: Jesus is a crazy rapper. 
G: He’s always preachin’.

Oh yeah—where do your 
names come from?

H: My name is Andri and “hland” 
means “piss,” so Hlandri. Wordplay 
just like Smjörvi. For Icy G, he got that 
name when he lived in America. 
G: I lived in New Hampshire for two 
years. New Hampshire is shit but the 
people are chill. It’s kind of a depress-
ing place but I miss cigarettes being 
cheap. I started fucking around with 
loops there and I got even more into 
rap there, so I guess that’s good. 

Any crazy American stories?

G: There was this one teacher in my 
school. She gave us extra homework or 
something and I was like “Jesus,” and she 
said “You can’t curse in my class!” I was 
like, “Is that a curse word? Is Jesus really 
a curse word?” Apparently there, it is. 

Young Iceland  
Hip-Hop 2017

“Xanax is in 
apparently.”

Rari Boys
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First things first—the Secret Solstice 
festival that took place in Laugarda-
lur from June 15-18 was a monstrous, 
blissful good time for us. The best in 
show this time around was for sure 
Anderson .Paak, whose swaggering 
rap antics, ferocious live band funk 
and acrobatic drumming—often all 
three at the same time—kept the 
10,000-plus people attending more 
amped up than Rick James on Bolivian 
cocaine. Anderson is the whole Paak-
age (forgive us): he can rap, sing, dance 
and play the drums, with a shitload of 
charm, style and good looks as acces-
sories. The Ghanaian oddity Ata Kak 
was another Solstice highlight, bring-
ing a very weird concoction of Afri-
can highlife music, lo-fi Casio beats 
and scat rapping—but he had bundles 
of groove in his heart, and that’s all 
that counts. Other stuff we liked a lot 
were nu-Eurovision-star Daði Freyr, 
rap goddess Princess Nokia, the mosh 

pits at The Prodigy, watching Big Sean 
from a drop tower, dancing our asses 
off inside the gigantic black vortex 
that was Hel, and just the general vibe 
of the whole thing. It’s a free-spirited 
summery festival atmosphere that’s 
unique to Iceland, and we’re already 
looking forward to the next Solstice.
 Regular readers of this column 
have noticed our affection for the 
band kef LAVÍK. For those who are 
not familiar, it’s a duo of guys in their 
early twenties who have for the past 
couple of years gained an ever grow-
ing cult following on the back of three 
EPs of detached, Auto-Tuned electro-
pop with degenerate lyrics about 
teenage angst, cheap drugs and dam-
aged relationships. Their fourth EP 
should be out by the time these words 
come off the printing press, and it’s 
titled ‘Ágæt ein – Lög um að ríða og/
eða nota fíkniefni’ (“A good night – 
Songs about fucking and/or using 

drugs”). As of writing, the album is 
not yet released, but the first single 
is “Arabíska Vor” (“Arab Spring”) and 
comes accompanied by their first-
ever music video. The song is among 
their catchiest they’ve released, with 
lines as seedy as “I explode inside 
you, then fall asleep instantly”, and 
as poetic-pretentious as “You are the 
North Star, I’m a captain in the 5th 
century.” The video has a rough qual-
ity to it, portraying kids in their late 
teens and early twenties and an on-
slaught of bloody noses, simulated 
oral sex on ice creams and bananas, 
slot machines, white powder, vomit, 
homosexual sex and all sorts of youth-
ful decadence that could be straight of 
a Harmony Korine film. We hope the 
rest of the EP is as good as the first 
offering, but you should check it out 
no matter what—along with their 
other albums, if you’ve yet to—at 
their SoundCloud or Spotify pages.    

Creating  
A Universe
The electrifying world of 

Extreme Chill

“Electronic music is in my DNA,” says 
Pan Thorarensen, co-founder of the 
Extreme Chill Festival, the annual 
electronic music event whose 8th iter-
ation will be held, for the first time, in 
Reykjavík from July 6-9. After grow-
ing up in an environment permeated 
by electronic music, and being a mu-
sician himself, creating this festival 
came naturally to Pan: “One thing led 
to another and boom, here we are!”
 The festival, which was previously 
held in the Icelandic countryside, 
gathers together a broad range of 

skilled and “extremely chill” artists. 
This years line up presents interna-
tional acts like Mixmaster Morris 
and Courtesy and local groups such 
as Jónas Sen, Jón Ólafsson & Future-
grapher and Gyða Valtýsdóttir. The 
festival promises to be a baffling trip 
into an electronic space of dreamy 
soundscapes, improvisational and ex-
perimental acts, techno, downtempo 
and, of course, some surprises along 
the way. “People can expect the unex-
pected, so be prepared,” says Pan.
 One thing is certain, though: 
whether you’re into being extreme 
or chill, there’s something for every 
taste. Saturday presents one of the 
biggest acts of the festival, The Orb, 
and Pan ardently vows a good party. 
But if you’re in the mood for some-
thing more low-key, but still mind-
blowing, the award-winning and 
highly praised documentary about 
the pioneers of house music, ‘Lunar 
Orbit’, screens on Friday. 

Vivid visuals
One important contributing factor to 
Extreme Chill’s ambient atmosphere 
is the vivid visuals accompanying 
the live music. Using Icelandic na-
ture as inspiration, Pan along with 
established artist Guðmann Þór 
Bjargmundsson (“the main guy these 
days,” Pan sys), creates the festival’s 
signature graphics. If you don’t know 
Guðmann’s work by name, he’s for 
instance been involved with ‘Game 
Of Thrones’, so you know it’ll be spec-
tacular.
 “My idea about the visuals of the 
festival is the idea of taking nature 
inside with you. For example, captur-
ing the movement of the ocean and 
then screening it on stage. We’re also 
recording a lot of nature sounds.” Pan 
says. “It’s like creating a universe.”  

Words:   
Óli Dóri & 

Davíð Roach    

Share:   
gpv.is/
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Straumur,  
Iceland's 

premier indie 
music radio 
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X977, Mon. at 

23:00.  Daily 
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in Icelandic at 
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Anderson .Paak-robatics 
and kef LAVÍK Videodrome 
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“You can’t just 
go on stage and 
do lofty poetry 

about some-
thing that no-

body will under-
stand.”

gpv.is/culture
Full culture coverage

Electronic music curator and musician Pan Thorarensen

Attack The Block (Party)
Grapevine x Prikið Blowout BBQ

June 30, 15:30, Prikið, Free!

Grapevine is hitting the peaks of 
its teenager years—14 to be ex-
act—so it’s time to do what all 14 
years old do and have a huge block 
bash. Come early and we’ll make 
sure you’re fed—and beered—for 
free. In honour of this issue’s cover 
story, we also have some mad acts 
performing, including Aron Can 
and Dadykewl. Everyone who’s 
anyone will be there. Don’t be a 
nobody. JE

The Weird Kids
Sólveig Matthildur & More!

July 13, 20:00, Húrra, 1.000 ISK        

You might know Sólveig Matthil-
dur from the synthy goth band 
Kælan Mykla, or as one of the faces 
of the Mýrkfælni magazine that 
was successfully crowdfunded 
earlier in 2017. On July 13 she’ll take 
to the stage in her solo incarna-
tion, which promises to “take you 
on a journey through unexplained 
miseries, to the acceptance of sor-
row.” Party! Support comes from 
charismatic solo performers IDK I 
IDA and Rex Pistols. JR

Category Is…
Virgin Xtravaganzah + Mighty Bear 
Drag Extravaganza!

July 12, 20:30, Loft, Free!

RuPaul’s Drag Race might be over, 
but the long wait for Valentina’s 
certain triumph in All Stars 3 
needn’t be drag free. The Icelan-
dic drag scene is exploding, with 
events like Drag-súgur and the 
new Drag Lab proving to be hits. 
Loft Hostel hosts a monthly drag 
extravaganza, each time with a 
visiting queen—this time, it’s 
Virgin Xtravaganzah. Just remem-
ber—if you can’t love yourself, how 
the hell you gonna love someone 
else? JR



The 
Natural 

Secret Solstice with rap wunderkind Aron Can  

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen    
Photos: Þórsteinn Sigurðsson 

Think back to the biggest birthday 
party you’ve had, or your wedding, 
Quinceañera, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 
Confirmation, whatever—that 
one moment where all eyes were 
on you.
 Now imagine that moment 
lasting for an entire musical fes-
tival. That wherever you went, 
people stared at you slack-jawed, 
pointed at you without abandon, 
motioned to their friends fever-
ishly, yelled your name when they 
drove past, took pictures of you or 
with you, or—my favorite—yelled 
your own music lyrics back at 
you, as if perhaps you’d forgotten 
them. 
 Welcome to the world of Aron 
Can. 

The seventeen-year-old 
trap starlet

This behavior sounds pretty nor-
mal in regards to global “celeb-
rity” culture, but in Iceland, it’s 
kind of bizarre. You’ll see Björk 
around town but people don't 
scream her name or hound her for 
autographs. Folks definitely ac-
cost Emmsjé Gauti with, “Bara ég 
og strákarnir!” or hand unasked-
for Havana Club to BlazRoca, but 
both of them still 
walk around the Se-
cret Solstice music 
festival relatively 
unharmed. 
 There’s some-
thing about Aron 
though. Maybe it’s 
his age—he’s a cute 
seventeen-year-old 
boy. Or his hair—
he’s very stylish. 
Or just his music—
cool but accessible 
to older audiences. 
He’s got something.
 And Reyk jav í k 
is a gossipy town. 
Even tel l i ng my 
friends I was doing 
this piece set off a rabble of non-
sense. That friend-of-a-friend, “I 
heard he did this” bullshit. But—

unlike with any other Icelandic 
musician probably ever—no one 
made fun of him. Everybody loves 
him. Everybody.
 On Saturday at Solstice—the 
day of his performance—I fol-
lowed Aron around to get a taste 
of being a cool teenage rapper. 
My deduction? Dope, for sure, but 
overwhelming.

The Aron car
I met Aron in the carpark. He was 
alone, chilling in a friend’s car. 
“It’s not mine. I’m, uh, only sev-
enteen so I don’t have my license,” 
he said sheepishly. I had forgotten 
how young he was. 
 He then asked if I could throw 
him a hotspot. This was so teenage 
boy, I fucking loved it. We talked 
about bullshit for a while—mutual 
friends, other rappers, partying. I 
immediately found Aron to be a 
nice chill kid and maybe because 
I’m not that much older than he 
is, he didn’t talk to me like I was a 
journalist. Of course, maybe he’s 
way savvier than anyone I’ve ever 
encountered at getting journalists 
to like him. He does have millions 
of hits on Spotify. But anyway, I 
relaxed. The day wasn’t going to be 

hella awkward.

Everyone and 
their moms

T he moment we 
got out of the car, 
though, the crazi-
ness began. Walk-
i ng towards the 
entrance, literally 
everyone in the car-
park acknowledged 
him in some way. 
F i ngers,  sel f ies, 
p h o n e  g e s t u r e s 
accompa n ied by 
“HRINGI HRINGI 
HR INGI,” ( ly rics 
from his latest hit 
song) you name it. 

Aron played it off like a pro, though. 
Head nods, smiles, the occasional 
stop—just enough that so people 

won’t leave being like, “Fuck that 
guy.” It’s impressive, really—he got 
popular so quickly but he’s a natu-
ral at dealing with the attention.
 Aron doesn’t even acknowledge 
this until prompted. “Yeah, it is 
weird,” he told me. “It all just hap-
pened really quick. Last year some 
people knew me, but this year every 
single kid and their mom wants 
to talk to me or take a selfie.” He 
said this not in an I-am-so-popu-
lar-and-cool-look-at-me way, but 
rather in a “Wowee!” kind of tone. 
You can tell he knows his music 
is dope, but he’s just sort of happy 
everyone else thinks so too.
 To be honest, I was kind of hop-
ing he’d be a total dick because 
then I could write the greatest ex-

posé ever. That said, I don’t want 
to make this too complimentary. 
The photographer and I decided to 
stay to the side while he socialised 
in the crowd so we’d have a bet-
ter view of people squealing and 
fanboying, and also like, we’re not 
Aron’s homies. But he kept wan-
dering away and losing us. I was 
like, yo bitch we’re writing a fuck-
ing feature on you, you can least 
try and be conscious of our where-
abouts man—who do you think you 
are, Kim Kardashian? I didn’t say 
that to him, but I am putting it in 
writing, because although I am not 
a cool rapper, I am still a human 
being, you know. 
 But every time we regrouped, 
he’d be like “Where’d you guys go?” 

because he’s not an asshole, he’s 
just a kid caught up in the over-
whelming attention.

Crowdsurfing in 
sunglasses

It was my first time seeing Aron 
live, and man, I am not a good 
enough writer to express how 
crazy people got. Pushed up to the 
security fence, undulating in the 
throng, Solstice-ites looked up in 
rapture to the young rapper. Aron 
played off their energy like a sea-
soned professional—crowdsurf-
ing, running around the stage, 
getting people to sing along. For 
the first time, I really got the Aron 
craze. He converted me. He’s fuck-
ing good.

 

“It all just 
happened 

really quick. 
Last year 

some people 
knew me, but 

this year every 
single kid and 

their mom 
wants to talk 
to me or take 

a selfie.”
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Hip-Hop 2017

On Stage at Secret Solstice

sjavargillid.is
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 After the show, we talked 
quickly about the performance. 
Smiling, a little sweaty, he was in 
good spirits. “The cool thing about 
Solstice is that I’m looking into 
the audience and it’s all my friends 
or people I know. I look over there 
and I see a guy I’ve known since I 
was ten.” He grinned. “That’s the 
best part of Solstice. It’s just you 
and your friends. It’s dope.” 

It’s “dope”
I went into this whole article half 
expecting to deal with a too-cool-
for-school Justin Bieber type. I 
mean, Aron does 
wear Gucci t-shirts. 
But really, he’s just 
a chill kid who hap-
pens to be awesome at rapping. 
He poked fun at me for using 90s 
Icelandic slang before asking what 
credit card numbers he was sup-

posed to put into the app to top 
up his data. He described literally 
everything I asked him as “dope.” 
In the car, he constantly changed 
songs on the stereo before any fin-
ished. 
 But when asked about the fu-
ture, it’s clear his passion for trap 
has barely been satiated. “There’s 
only so much you can do here, in 
Iceland, and I feel like I’ve done 
it now.” His voice stays calm but 
betrays an intuitiveness and self-
awareness far beyond his years. 
He plans on moving to LA soon 
to try his luck there, and when he 

talks about this, 
you can sense that 
he’s got big dreams 
that extend far be-

yond this tiny Atlantic rock. Leav-
ing Solstice, I couldn’t help but 
think that if anyone could really 
do it, Aron can. 
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The Canmobile

Before the show. This is normal.

Aron with his producers

Day tours for beginners to experienced riders.
In stunning nature only 15 minutes from Reykjavik!

Adventure
Great

and fun
for all

Use  Promo CodeGRAPEfor a discount on your booking

The ideal way to experience the 
Icelandic horse on excellent 
riding paths while surrounded by 
nature. Ideal for beginners and 
experienced riders. 

Price ISK 11,400 per person.

Enjoy the friendly horses at our 
stables. Ideal for those who want 
to experience the magic of the 
Icelandic horse but do not fancy a 
riding tour. 

Price ISK 3,500 per person.

Meet

TourLava the HorseMeet

555 7000
www.ishestar.is  

RESTAURANT- BAR

7.990 kr.

Vesturgata 3B | 101 Reykjavík | Tel: 551 2344 | www.tapas.is

Taste the
best of Iceland

ICELANDIC GOURMET FEAST 
Starts with a shot of the infamous Icelandic 
spirit Brennívín

Followed by 7 delicious tapas 
• Smoked puffin with blueberry“brennivín” sauce

• Icelandic Arctic Charr with peppers-salsa

• Lobster tails baked in garlic

• Pan-fried line caught blue ling with lobster-sauce

• Grilled Icelandic lamb Samfaina

• Minke Whale with cranberry-sauce

And for dessert 
• White chocolate "Skyr" mousse with passion    
 fruit coulis

late night dining
Our kitchen is open
until 23:30 on weekdays
and 01:00 on weekends
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The Great Icelandic 
Soak-Off

 A potted guide to wild pools in west and 
northern Iceland 

Words: John Rogers & Timothée Lambrecq   
Photos: Timothée Lambrecq

Iceland is dotted with wild, 
natural geothermal hot pots. 
They’re diverse and eccentric in 
nature—each one is different, 
whether a converted sheep bath 
with piped-in water, a warm river, 
or a naturally occurring pot for 
two. You should be prepared to 
use your GPS to locate them, as 
many aren’t signposted; remem-
ber to respect the environment 
by leaving them as you found 
them, and show sensitivity to 
the privacy of others if there’s 
another car in the parking lot. 
With that in mind, let the hot pot 
hunt commence...

Grótta 

Directions: Park at Grótta light-
house; it’s on the right behind a 
wooden house
GPS: N64°09’44.0 W22°00’26.7
Temperature: 36°
Facilities/Fee: None / Free
Who was there? Go late/early if 
you want to be alone
Description: This small circular 
hotpot is easy to reach: it’s in Selt-
jarnarnes, Reykjavik’s western ex-
treme. It’s a footbath, and three or 
four people can dip their feet into 
the warm water whilst enjoying 
an incredible mountain view. 

Krosslaug 

Directions: Head for Borgarnes, 
then take Routes 85 then 854

GPS: N64°29’40.42 W21°10’32.06
Temperature: 42°C
Facilities/Fee: None
Who was there? Two people 
Description :  K rosslaug is a 
mossy, natural hot pot in a small 
wood. It’s signposted, and has an 
easy 50m path and a parking lot. 
It’s muddy around the pool, but 
you can change in the car or in 
the woods, and if it’s full, there’s 
a trail to a nearby waterfall to kill 
some time. 

 
Landbrótalaug 

Directions: After Borgarnes, take 
Route 54. After the intersection 
with Route 55, take a small gravel 
road on the left
GPS: N64°49.933 W22°19.110
Temperature: 36-42°
Facilities/Fee: None
Who was there? Four people
Description: This wild spot on 
the Snæfellsnes peninsula has 
two different hot pots. The first is 
a small, intimate pot that’s perfect 
for two people—it’s deep enough 
to submerge yourself, and pro-
tected from the wind. The larger 
pool is not as deep, but can fit four 
people. You can warm it up manu-
ally by opening a valve.

 

Sturlungalaug 

Directions: On Route 55 look for 
the sign “Syðri-rauðimelur.” After 
6 km, open the gate, then enter a 

second gate on the right. Drive to-
wards the crater to reach the park-
ing lot
GPS: N64°52’10.6 W22°17’01.6
Temperature: 35°
Facilities/Fee: None
Who was there? Four tourists 
Description: Located in the mid-
dle of a wet, grassy field, Stur-
lungalaug is a quite large pool 
surrounded by lava, a crater and 
mountains in the background. It 
can comfortably accommodate 
eight to ten people, meaning dif-
ferent groups can share it while 
maintaining some intimacy. It’s 
hard to find, so maybe you’ll have 
it to yourself. 

 

Guðrúnarlaug

Directions: It’s on grounds of Ho-
tel Edda Laugar in Saelingsdalur
GPS: N65°14’50.4 W21°48’25.9
Temperature: 37°
Facilities/Fee: Changing room/
Free
Who was there? Hotel guests—go 
after checkout to be alone
Description: Guðrúnarlaug can 
fit about five people. It’s on top 
of a small hill, so the view of the 
mountains is splendid. The water 
is clear, with a little bit of algae 
that feels good for your skin.

 

Fosslaug

Directions: From Route One, 
take Routes 752 and 753, cross 
two bridges, go up and then right 
through a gate
GPS: N65°29’44.6 W19°22’55.6
Temperature: 40°
Facilities/Fee: None
Who was there? Ten people 
Description: Located right next to 
a river (you could even dip in it for 
a refreshing break), Fosslaug is a 
spacious hotpot just a few metres 

away from a waterfall. Ten people 
were bathing when we visited, but 
it could fit more. Some parts of the 
hot pot are warmer than others, so 
you can pick the temperature that 
is right for you.

 

Stóragjá

Directions: At the intersection of 
Route One and Route 848, find the 
small parking lot
GPS: N65º38.300 W16º54.597
Temperature: 29°
Facilities/Fee: None
Who was there? A couple
Description: The Stóragjá pool is 
in a cave, so accessing it is quite 
something—you have to climb 
down using a rope and let your-
self fall in. The water is crystal 
clear, with a very nice view from 
inside. Because the water is slow-
running, it might contain bacte-
ria—dip at your own risk. 

 

Grettislaug

Directions: Drive to the end of 
Route 748, continue down the 
gravel track
GPS: N65º52.934 W19º44.171
Temperature: 42-43°
Facilities/Fee: Changing & WC / 
1000 ISK
Who was there? Nine people
Description: These two amaz-
ing hotpots are close to the sea 
and surrounded by mountains. 
Both pots are a good temperature. 
There’s a campsite, and a local café 
with a friendly owner. A perfect 
spot to enjoy the sunset.     
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Best Beer Selection

Microbar
Vesturgata 2
Microbar is back in the beer 
throne after being ousted for 
the last couple of years. Since 
moving to its cosier new loca-
tion it has gained points for 
the cool, calm atmosphere, the 
helpful bar staff, and the music 
played at perfect conversation 
volume. They still boast their 
classic local beer tastings for 
the brew connoisseur as well as 
a huge selection of beers for the 
casual taster. Their selection is 
just as wide as runners up Skúli 
and Mikkeller, but they edged 
them out by serving larger por-
tions of the same beers for the 
same price.

Best Thai Food

Ban Thai
Laugavegur 130
Ban Thai is one of those rare 
gems in Iceland that consis-
tently deliver tongue-tickling, 
satisfying Thai fare despite the 
challenges of being on a dis-
tant island, nowhere close to 
Thailand. Don't be fooled by 
their extensive menu, these 
guys mean business. They 
have something for every-
one—creamy coconut curries 
from the South or fiery “jungle” 
dishes from the North. Our fa-
vourites are the laab (minced 
meat salad with generous piles 
of fresh herbs) and the green 
curry with strips of crunchy 
bamboo shoots. As a regular 
on our panel quipped: “Any-
thing good enough for Russell 
Crowe is good enough for me.”

gpv.is/bestof
Get to know Iceland

THE NEW 
LEGEND
NEW VERSIONS OF THE 
ICELANDIC HOT DOG

INGÓLFSTORG



 After the show, we talked 
quickly about the performance. 
Smiling, a little sweaty, he was in 
good spirits. “The cool thing about 
Solstice is that I’m looking into 
the audience and it’s all my friends 
or people I know. I look over there 
and I see a guy I’ve known since I 
was ten.” He grinned. “That’s the 
best part of Solstice. It’s just you 
and your friends. It’s dope.” 

It’s “dope”
I went into this whole article half 
expecting to deal with a too-cool-
for-school Justin Bieber type. I 
mean, Aron does 
wear Gucci t-shirts. 
But really, he’s just 
a chill kid who hap-
pens to be awesome at rapping. 
He poked fun at me for using 90s 
Icelandic slang before asking what 
credit card numbers he was sup-

posed to put into the app to top 
up his data. He described literally 
everything I asked him as “dope.” 
In the car, he constantly changed 
songs on the stereo before any fin-
ished. 
 But when asked about the fu-
ture, it’s clear his passion for trap 
has barely been satiated. “There’s 
only so much you can do here, in 
Iceland, and I feel like I’ve done 
it now.” His voice stays calm but 
betrays an intuitiveness and self-
awareness far beyond his years. 
He plans on moving to LA soon 
to try his luck there, and when he 

talks about this, 
you can sense that 
he’s got big dreams 
that extend far be-

yond this tiny Atlantic rock. Leav-
ing Solstice, I couldn’t help but 
think that if anyone could really 
do it, Aron can. 
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The ideal way to experience the 
Icelandic horse on excellent 
riding paths while surrounded by 
nature. Ideal for beginners and 
experienced riders. 

Price ISK 11,400 per person.

Enjoy the friendly horses at our 
stables. Ideal for those who want 
to experience the magic of the 
Icelandic horse but do not fancy a 
riding tour. 

Price ISK 3,500 per person.

Meet

TourLava the HorseMeet
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ICELANDIC GOURMET FEAST 
Starts with a shot of the infamous Icelandic 
spirit Brennívín

Followed by 7 delicious tapas 
• Smoked puffin with blueberry“brennivín” sauce
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• Lobster tails baked in garlic

• Pan-fried line caught blue ling with lobster-sauce

• Grilled Icelandic lamb Samfaina

• Minke Whale with cranberry-sauce
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Our kitchen is open
until 23:30 on weekdays
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Dining
1. Kumiko
Grandagarður 101

Reykjavík’s first Japanese-focussed 
tea house is a colourful Harajuku-
style cafe that offers fine Japanese 
and Chinese teas, delicious cakes 
and desserts, and a killer brunch 
menu. The brunch presentation is an 
event in itself, with three layers of 
fruit, breads, dips, savouries, scones 
and cakes arriving on a three-tiered 
serving tray. It’s a perfect weekend 
treat for two.

2. Brauð & Co.
Frakkastígur 16

One of Reykjavík’s finest bakeries. 
Regulars swear by their “snuðurs”—
cinnamon bread rolls smothered with 
a sugary glaze. They take it a step 
further and stuff these classics with 
blueberries and whatnot, eliciting 
inappropriate satisfied moans. Get 
there early to snatch a warm one. 

3. Block Burger
Skólavörðustígur 8

Block Burger is an office favourite. 
You can see their white paper to-
go bags stacked on writers’ desks, 
accompanied by empty Fizzy Lizzy 
soda bottles. Modelled heavily on 
the American chain Shake Shack in 
presentation, Block is reasonably 
priced (for Reykjavík) and has quick 
service. It’s a lunchtime spot worth 
checking out.

4. Kaffi Vínyl
Hverfisgata 76

A dedicated vegan café, Kaffi Vínyl 
offers wholesome vegan fare in 
generous portions with soy-based 
meat substitutes and non-dairy 
milk options for beverages. As the 
name suggests, they have a huge 
record collection and DJs several 
times a weeks. With the crackle 
of vinyl lending a warm and cosy 
atmosphere, and healthy guilt-free 
food—what more could you want?

5. Bernhöftsbakarí
Klapparstígur 3

This much loved bakery moved from 
its original location downtown to a 
smaller place close to their supply 
kitchens, but none of the warm 
service or charm was lost in the 
process. Their “runstykki” are bread 
rolls available for 80 ISK apiece—a 
steal any way you look at it. Try the 
curry cranberry rolls and grab an 
almond florentine when it makes an 
appearance. 
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6. Dill
Hverfisgata 12
 
If you’re a gourmand looking for a 
memorable meal when in Reykjavík, 
Dill has to top the list. Dill showcases 
the best of Iceland with seasonal 
menus, paying homage to the 
island’s bounty, executed with all the 
tweezer precision of modern cuisine. 
Don’t even think twice about splurging 
for the seven-course menu—it’s the 
only way to do it.

7. Hraðlestin
Lækjargata 8 & Hverfisgata 64a

Not many would know, but this 
restaurant is the only one that makes 
masala chai an Indian mom would be 

proud of. This restaurant is focussed 
on street fare and everyday Indian 
food. The thalis are a crowd pleaser 
and in recent times they've stepped 
up their game with the vegan thali on 
Wednesdays and dosas for brunch 
on weekends. 

8. Snaps
Þórsgata 1

This beloved casual-chic French 
style bistro has a forget-you’re-
in-Reykjavík vibe thanks to its lush 
greenery and warm lighting. On a 
grey day, nothing beats sitting by the 
greenhouse walls with an excellent 
French onion soup. They make a 
stellar crème brûlée as well.

9. Sushi Social

Þingholtsstræti 5

Formerly known as Sushi Samba, this 
Japanese/South American fusion 
place had to change their name 
recently—but there’s still plenty of 
samba in the menu. Everything comes 
with lots of lime, sauce and chilli, their 
tempura batter is pleasingly light, 
and the exhaustive cocktail menu 
should help any sushi purists through 
the fusion-cooking trauma.

10. Ali Baba
Veltusund 3b

This spot was awarded Grapevine’s 
“Best Late Night Bite.” Needless to 
say, it’s the perfect place to satisfy 
pregnancy cravings ,  spl it ting 
hangovers and midnight binges. We 

New In Town

Hyalin French Deli, Hverfisgata 35

With its signature dark blue walls and 
precisely stacked shelves, Hyalin is a 
shop made of dreams.

From amber-coloured honey and 
vintage-looking cookie boxes to im-
maculate tea cups and shiny bottles 
of oil, this French deli balances mod-
ern minimalism with a fun retro touch. 
However, it’s founders Arnaud-Pierre 
and Didier’s knowledge and charm 
that elevate this unusual shopping 
experience to pure daydreaming.
Their candle au cuir will warm your 
heart while the aged goat cheese will 
have you permanently hooked. Con-
template the tiny jars of confiture and 
finish off by slathering your hands in 
organic moistening balm. You’ll never 
get enough of this place.  AD

LAUGAVEGUR 12 ° LAUGAVEGUR  116
SKÓLAVÖRÐUSTÍGUR  12

I

GRANDAGARÐUR 2, 101 REYKJAVÍK
TEL.: 511 1517

WWW.SAGAMUSEUM.IS

A Viking museum that 
gives a compelling view 

into Icelandic history

www.maturogdrykkur.is

We take the go
od old 

traditional re
cipes and the 

best icelandic
 ingredients 

to create fun a
nd tasty food. 

Let tradition 
surprise you!
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Party Every Night.
Cocktails! Bottle Service! 
Live Music Every Night! 

50 different kinds of beer. 
Live Sports Coverage
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shoulders above the rest when it 
comes to size and the quality and 
variety of produce on offer, as well 
as their lengthy opening hours. 

21. Rammagerðin
Skólavörðustígur 12 & other 
locations

This long-established crafts and 
design store has been running since 
1940, since way before Icelandic 
design was cool. It’s a fascinating 
store, loaded with interesting 
objects and trinkets. While it might 
look like a tourist shop, it’s been 
there for seventy or eighty years. So 
even if it is a tourist shop, it must be 
a good one.

22. Red Cross
Laugavegur 12b & more

There are a handful of Red Cross 
locations in Reykjavík, the most 
popular of which is a small store on 
Laugavegur. Here you’ll be able to 
find some pretty cool and unique 
stuff for cheap prices. 

23. Geysir
Skólavörðustígur 7 & 16

The presence of the aesthetically 
im m a c ul a te G ey s ir  s e e m s to 
continually grow in Reykjavík , 
especially since they launched their 
own clothing line and accompanying 
catalogue. There are two locations 
to drop by on Skólavörðustigur, each 
with a differently styled interior. It 
might be a little pricey, but you’ll get 
something high-quality for sure.

24. Húrra Reykjavík
Hverfisgata 50 & 78

Many credit this store with Reykjavík’s 
sudden obsession with sneakers, 
with people camping outside the 
store to get their hands on a new pair. 
Needless to say, this store is shaping 
fashion in downtown Reykjavík. 

25. Eymundsson
Skólavörðustígur 11, Austurstræti 18

This Icelandic book store chain 
has several branches with a great 
selection of Icelandic writing and all 
the latest international titles, often 
in both Icelandic and English. The 
cafes at the Skólavörðustígur and 
Austurstræti locations also make 
for great people-watching spots, 
and they have a strong selection 
of international newspapers and 
magazines.

26. Handprjónasambandið
Skólavörðustígur 19

T he Icelandic wool sweater 's 
popularity with visitors means 
that they ’re sometimes mass-
produced. But one place you 
know you’ll get the real deal is 
Handprjónasambandið, Iceland’s very 
own hand-knitting association. They 
have plenty of different styles and 
colours available, so choose wisely! 

2 7
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recommend the lamb kofte wrap: it’s 
to die for.

Drinking
11. Veður
Klapparstígur 33

This beautifully designed new bar 
looks really fancy, but it has a laid-
back atmosphere, serves a great 
selection of cocktails and beer, and 
plays excellent music. The weekend 
nighttime crowd is a bit American 
Psycho, but that’s not without its 
charm.

12. Húrra
Tryggvagata 22

Húrra has been awarded Grapevine’s 
coveted “Best All-Around Bar.” It’s a 
great place to go anytime for almost 
any reason—whether it’s weeknight 
drinks, dancing with your friends 
or catching a gig in their excellent 
music and events programme. They 
even have karaoke downstairs! 

13. Skúli Craft Bar
Aðalstræti 9

A cool environment in a great 
location, Skúli has a strong presence 
in this category with its vast selection 
of brews, although the prices can 
be steep for the serving size. It has 
Cards Against Humanity, and there’s 
one bartender who sometimes plays 
death metal. 

14. Pablo Discobar
Veltusund 1

This fancy-ass cocktail place is one of 
the more upscale clubs in Reykjavík. 
It has 70s tiki lounge/Boogie Nights 
décor, and the throwback disco 
music is on point.

15. Slippbarinn
Mýrargata 2

This standard go-to bar for cocktails 
holds its own as far as the mixing 
game goes, with a unique menu and 
highly skilled bartenders to shake 
them up. The bar itself is a beautifully 
designed space with a gorgeous 
view, right in the Old Harbour. It 
closes on the early side, but it’s great 
to start out there.

16. Mikkeller & Friends
Hverfisgata 12

T his p lace has a unique and 
constantly rotating selection of 
beers from Mikkeller and other 
carefully picked craft breweries, 
knowledgeable bartenders, and it’s 
located upstairs from Hverfisgata 12, 
so you get good weekend DJs, fancy 
bar snacks and pizzas.

17. Stofan
Vesturgata 3

When the name of the place literally 
translates to “the living room,” it’s 
pretty much expected to be a very 
cosy place to kick back with some 
late-afternoon, early-evening drinks. 
All their beers and wines on happy 
hour from 4pm until 8pm, and it’s 
a lovely central location with a dim 
basement and an airy first floor.

18. Bravó
Laugavegur 22

Bravó is Húrra’s sister bar. They have 
Icelandic beers on tap and DJs at the 
weekend, but one of the best things 
about Bravó is its lengthy happy 
hours—all the way from 11am to 8pm, 
in fact. 

Shopping
19. Hrím
Laugavegur 25

Hrím is a design store that ’s 
also the go-to for fancy cutlery, 
crockery, and kitchen items. They 
offer a selection of international 
products, with a strong Icelandic 
presence scattered throughout. 
Have a browse—even if you don’t 
even cook much, you’ll feel like you 
need everything, because it’s all so 
beautiful. 

20. Krónan
Fiskislóð 1-21, Skarfagarðar 2 (& 
other locations)

This supermarket chain is head and 

  Let‘s have

BRUNCH
at the unique japanese inspired

Teahouse Kumiko

Grandagarði 101 
Old Harbour Reykjavík
open daily - 517 24 24
hello@kumiko.is

Happy 
Hour

Beer & Wine 
kr. 800

12:00 - 19:35

Klapparstíg 33, 
Reykjavík

Restaurant - Bar - Deli
Hverfisgata 26 - matbar.is
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‘Joey’ by Joey Christ 
Joking around and searching for a fuck to give

Words: Hannah Cohen & Joey Christ Photo: Þórsteinn Sigurðsson

Joey Christ burst onto 
the scene with dream 
team collab track 

“Joey Cypher.” The Costco-themed 
video racked up 150,000+ views, and 
on July 10 he’ll release his debut mix-
tape ‘Joey’. To get the T, we sat down 
with the rap God to chat. 

1. Ísland (Prod. Young Nazareth)

“Ísland” is the opening track and 
mission statement. It’s a turnt up 
anthem featuring a sample from 
“Jóhann” by Súkkat, which I lis-
tened to a lot when I was young. Be-
cause it’s the beginning, I wanted 
to make sure everybody knew my 
name before getting any 
further.

2. Túristi Feat. Birnir (Prod. Young 
Nazareth)

In this laid-back track, Birnir and 
I get honest, taking a moment to 
speculate on our lives, all while 
singing an ode to tourists roaming 
the streets of Reykjavík, looking for 
that which they will never have. 

3. Hanga Með Mér Feat. Yung Nick 
(Prod. Young Nazareth)

When this track was made people 
across the world felt a new force 
awaken in the Icelandic hip-hop 
scene. Jóhanna (Yung Nick) and I 
are letting everybody know that it 

ain’t safe anymore. Latch onto your 
friends and loved ones because if 
you hang with us, you might go 
crazy. 

4. Floni Skit

This is just a brief phone call, mak-
ing sure heartthrob and superstar-
in-the-making Floni is feeling fine. 
You gotta make sure he’s all right 
from time to time.

5. G-Blettur ft. Krabba Mane (Prod. 
Young Nazareth)

Here I am joined by Beige Boy and 
Geisha Cartel affiliate Krabba 
Mane who provides the hook and 
one killer verse for this playful 
banger. We’re just joking around, 
being braggadocious and search-
ing for a fuck to give. Shoutout to 
Krabba’s mom!

6. Ísvélin ft. Sturla Ari (Prod. Auður)

The playfulness continues on this 
track produced by local starboy 
Auður. I’m talking about going to 
Hveragerði where a famous novelty 
park, Eden, burned to the ground 
a few years ago, and buying a ice 
cream machine to place on my 
wrist. Auður showed me this fun-
ny beat and I jumped 
on it, freestyling. My 
friend Sturla fin-
ished it off.

7. Nýjum Bíl ft. Geisha Cartel & Floni 
(Prod. Bleache - Co Prod. Young 
Nazareth)

On “Nýjum Bíl,” we got Bleache 
on the beat and Geisha Cartel go-
ing ham alongside Floni and I. 
Recorded at the Cartel’s first visit 
to 101derland studio, this track 
marks the first time we all col-
laborated. The vibe was clear, ev-
eryone was on the same wave and 
it was born in a matter of minutes. 
Young Naza then added his special 
spice afterwards.

8. Joey Cypher ft. Herra Hnetusmjör, 
Birnir & Aron Can (Prod. Young 
Nazareth)

This was my first single and the 
biggest Icelandic rap song in re-
cent history. Combining promi-
nent figures in the local hip-hop 
scene, it’s catchy AF. Peep the mu-
sic video too, it’ll make you want 
to go to Costco and spend all your 
dough.

9. Gella Megamix ft. Völli, Logi 
Pedro, Birnir, Gum-Gum Clan, 1985! 
and probably some more people 
(Prod. Floni)

“Gella” was originally released 
by video committee 12:00. The 
song features Gucci Boy Völli and 
production by Floni, with local 
scholars Snorri Másson and Ótti 
appearing in the legendary video. 
“Gella” was my favourite song of 
2016 so I felt I needed to make a re-

mix for the tape.  
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Grab a bite at Dunkin’ Donuts. We’re open every day.

BAGELS FROM 599 ISK

Laugavegur 3 Kringlan Hagasmári 9 Fitjar KEF Airport

TRACK BY
TRACK
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Happy hour 16-18 daily. Closed Mondays.

Marshallhúsið, Grandagarður 20, 101 Reykjavík. 
Bus route 14 (Listabraut)

To reserve lunch and dinner call +354 519 7766, or
 info@marshallrestaurant.is, marshallrestaurant.is

Icelandic fish and mediterranean inspired fare 
with vegetarian dishes, pasta and meat.

Honest approach to food and cooking 
and an atmosphere of warmth.



Music
The big music news this 
week was the cancellation 
of the inaugural Night + 

Day festival, which was to be curated 
by The xx and held in the area around 
the Skógafoss waterfall on the South 
Coast. The festival raised eyebrows in 
the music community, having been an-
nounced with short notice, but “early 
bird” tickets reportedly sold out fast. 
The reason given for the cancellation 
is that Skógafoss has recently become 
classified as an area of natural beauty 
that’s under threat from increased 
tourism. There was loud disappoint-
ment online from ticket holders but, 
ironically, the same music-loving 
hipster types are often the first to 
share posts about threats to Icelandic 
nature. Concern for the preservation 
of nature doesn’t often trump tourism 
or industry—even the music indus-
try—so perhaps it’s more a moment 
for sober acceptance.

In other festival news, the setup for 
Iceland Airwaves—which takes place 
November 1-5—will be changed sub-
stantially this year. A change has been 
made to the concert venues, which 
means that the number of tickets avail-
able will decrease from 9,000 to 7,500. 
So, should you wish to attend, you’d 
be well advised to book your ticket 
as soon as possible. There will also be 
30% fewer off-venue events this year,, 
but the festival claims that they’ll aim 
for quality over quantity. As compen-
sation, Airwaves will host concerts in 
Akureyri, the biggest town in the north.

Veteran Icelandic metal band Solstafir, 
which formed in 1995 and is still going 
strong, are embarking on an epic 
28-date European tour this summer. 
They’ll start in London before travelling 
onwards to France, Germany, and a 
host of other countries. Solstafir’s 
sixth studio album ‘Berdreyminn’ was 
released in 2017 via the Season of Mist 
label. Support comes from Danish 
stars Myrkur; tickets go on sale 9am on 
June 30.

MUSIC 
NEWS 

Few Words,  
Endless Bangers

The hushed artistry of BNGRBOY

Words: Hannah Jane Cohen   Image: BNGRBOY 

Perched at the bar of Prikið, I ask 
the boys next to me if they know 
Marteinn. Not BNGRBOY. Not Mar-
teinn Hjartarson. Just Marteinn. 
 “Shit, he’s next level,” says one 
of them, immediately. “Yeah, by far 
the best beat mak-
er in Iceland,” his 
friend says, shaking 
his head and trail-
ing off: “Everything 
he does...” They start 
naming tracks, rav-
ing about all of them. 
GKR’s “Tala um”, the 
boys agree, is their 
favourite, but it’s clear right off the 
bat: Marteinn’s artist name is apt. 
Everything he touches is a banger.

Earworms and energy
If you’ve heard “Tala um” or, more 
recently, Ró$iii’s “SWAGA $TÍL,” then 
you’re already familiar with Marte-
inn, although you might 
not know it. In person, he 
speaks with a reserved 
voice, and has an aura 
that is almost inhuman-
ly calm. He immediately strikes me as 
one of those people that, if they were 
to suddenly yell, would grab your at-
tention. You’d probably never forget it.  
 “I started to get into hip-hop when 
I was around twelve with GZA’s ‘Liq-
uid Swords’ and Non Phixion’s ‘The 
Future Is Now’,” Marteinn says. It’s 
interesting that GZA 
was his introduc-
tion—’Liquid Swords’ 
might be one of the 
best-produced hip-
hop albums of its 
time. RZA is a legend 
in the scene, and you 
can hear his influence 
on Marteinn’s work, 
which also features eerie melodic 
hooks over classic head-nod beats.

Hit distillation
The first song Marteinn made was 
with Icelandic hip-hop pioneer Mæl-
ginn, but he’s since collaborated with 

Lord Pu$$whip, Reykjavíkurdætur, 
Alvia Islandia, Krabbamane, Tiny, 
and Högni of GusGus. “You have to 
have mutual trust and respect,” says 
Marteinn, of his collaborations. Trust 
and respect are one thing, but his real 

aptitude comes from 
his chameleon-like 
ability to take each 
artist’s quintessence 
and push it to the 
next level.
 Case in point: 
GKR’s “Tala um” 
and “Meira” take 
the playfulness of 

the rapper’s early material, but add 
complexity and depth. “Tala um” 
was perky, for sure, but it dispensed 
with the irony of “Morganmatur,” 
and showed GKR venturing out of 
his comfort zone into one where he 
had something to say. You could say 
the same of Alvia’s recent work, and 

Reykjavíkurdætur’s. 
What’s the common 
denominator? BN-
GRBOY.
 Marteinn stays 

tight-lipped about what he’s work-
ing on next, though. “They’ll be a 
lot of beautiful music coming out 
in 2017, so watch out,” he says. That 
said, it’s known around town that 
he’s currently working on an album 
with Dadykewl—one of the young 
hip-hop artists featured on this 

issue’s cover—and 
also Fever Dream, 
aka Vigdís Howser. 
He’s also started 
performing his solo 
work more often 
since he dropped 
his mixtape earlier 
this year—his show 
at Solstice was lit. 

But fittingly, Marteinn also stays 
tight-lipped on artists he’s a fan of. 
Refusing to name-drop, he stays 
coy. “Shout out to everyone making 
money,” is all he gives us. Marteinn 
is a boy of few words, it seems—but 
endless bangers.   

gpv.is/music
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“Shout out 
to every-

one making 
money.”

“You have to 
have mutual 

trust and 
respect.”



  June 30 - July 13

Concerts & Nightlife
Events listed are all live performances and  
DJs. Venues are listed by day. For complete  
listings and detailed information on venues  

visit grapevine.is/happening.  
Send your listings to: listings@grapevine.is.

Friday June 30
Concerts:

 Prikið x Grapevine Blowout BBQ!
15:30 Prikið
Amabadama
20:00 Græni hatturinn
Úlfur Úlfur
22:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
Reykjavík Classics: Flute Duos
12:30, 15:30 Harpa
Pearls Of Icelandic Song In Eldborg
18:00 Harpa
Röskun / Lith
22:00 Gaukurinn
Jónus Sig
21:00 Freezer Hostel
Sælugaukur Festival
19:30 Skálholtsdómkirkja
Lay Low
21:00 Havarí
MIMRA Release Concert
20:00 Kaffi Vinyl

DJs:

22:00 DJ Biggi Maus Bravó
22:00 DJ Pilsner 2.25% BarAnanas
22:00 DJ Logi Leó Bíó Paradís

Saturday July 1
Concerts:

Amabadama & RVK Soundsystem
21:00 Húrra
Kælan Mikla / Börn / Kuldaboli
21:00 Gaukurinn
Organ Concert
17:00 Hallgrímskirkja
FM Belfast
21:00 Havarí
Anna Mjöll 
22:00 Græni hatturinn
Marta Tiesenga
21:00 Mengi
Reykjavík Classics: Flute Duos
12:30, 15:30 Harpa
Pearls Of Icelandic Song In Eldborg
18:00 Harpa

DJs:

22:00 DJ John BRNLV Bravó
22:00 DJ Sakana BarAnanas
22:00 Gervisykur Prikið
21:00 DJ Tommasi Hverfisgata 12

Sunday July 2
Concerts:

SunnuDjass 
22:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
Reykjavík Classics: Flute Duos
12:30, 15:30 Harpa
Pearls Of Icelandic Song In Eldborg
18:00 Harpa
Picnic Concerts: Vísnatríó
15:00 Nordic House
Sælugaukur Festival
19:30 Skálholtsdómkirkja
Jónas Sig
21:30 Rosenberg
Karaoke Night! 
20:00 Húrra
Organ Concert
17:00 Hallgrímskirkja
Tómas R. Einarsson / Sigríði 
Thorlacius / Gunnari Gunnarssyni
16:00 Laxness Museum

DJs:

21:00 DJ Frumudauði Bravó 

Monday July 3
Concerts:

MonJazz
21:00 Húrra
Reykjavík Classics: Mendelssohn
12:30, 15:30 Harpa
Pearls Of Icelandic Song In Eldborg
18:00 Harpa
Beyond Human Impulses.
21:00 Mengi

Tuesday July 4
Concerts:

KEX Jazz 
20:30 KEX Hostel
Karaoke Party!
22:00 Gaukurinn
Open Mic Night
21:00 Freezer Hostel
Reykjavík Classics: Mendelssohn
12:30, 15:30 Harpa
Pearls Of Icelandic Song In Eldborg
18:00 Harpa

DJs:

21:00 DJ Orang Volante Prikið
21:00 DJ Ingibjörg Bravó

Wednesday July 5
Concerts:

Krilja

20:00 Nordic House
Blues Jam Session
21:00 Dillon
Múlinn Jazz Club: 
Ahmad Jamal Project 
21:00 Harpa
Eistnaflug Festival 
17:00 Neskaupstaður
Accordion Show With Margret Arnar
20:00 Kaffi Laugalæk
Don Lockwood Band 
21:00 Slippbarinn
Party Karaoke With Þórunn Antonia
21:00 Sæta Svínið 
Schola Cantorum Chamber Choir 
12:00 Hallgrímskirkja 

 Sigrún
21:00 Mengi
Hafnarborg Songfest: 
Stóðum tvö í túni 
20:00 Hafnarborg 
Reykjavík Classics: Mendelssohn
12:30, 15:30 Harpa
Pearls Of Icelandic Song In Eldborg
18:00 Harpa
Daníel Hjálmtýsson & 
Bjarni M. Sigurðarson
21:00 Skúli Craft 

DJs:

21:00 DJ Big Gee Prikið
21:00 DJ Ívar Pétur Hverfisgata 12
21:00 DJ Krystal Karma Bravó

Thursday July 6
Concerts:

Rasta Gata: RVK Soundsystem
17:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
Reykjavík Classics: Mendelssohn
12:30, 15:30 Harpa
Pearls Of Icelandic Song In Eldborg
18:00 Harpa

 Extreme Chill Festival 
18:00 Various Venues
Eistnaflug Festival 
17:00 Neskaupstaður
Daði Freyr
21:00 Græni hatturinn
Hafnarborg Songfest: 
Master Class Showcase
20:00 Hafnarborg
Lunchtime Concert: Kitty Kovacs
12:00 Hallgrímskirkja

 Hip Hop/Trap Night: Nodle, Vrongs 
Funeral, megen, Andsetinn, 
Geisha Cartel
21:00 Gaukurinn
Teitur Magnússon
20:00 Húrra

DJs:

21:00 DJ Óli Dóri Bravó
21:00 DJ Styrmir BarAnanas
22:00 DJ De La Rósa  Prikið
21:00 DJ Gísli Galdur Hverfisgata 12 

Friday July 7
Concerts:

Hafnarborg Songfest: 
Forbidden Love

20:00 Hafnarborg
HAM
22:00 Græni hatturinn
Reykjavík Classics: Mendelssohn
12:30, 15:30 Harpa
Pearls Of Icelandic Song In Eldborg
18:00 Harpa

 Extreme Chill Festival 
18:00 Various Venues
Eistnaflug Festival 
17:00 Neskaupstaður

 Young Thug 
17:00 Laugardalshöll
Melodic Objects: 
Experimental Juggling And Music  
21:00 Mengi 
DJs:

22:00 DJ Einar Sonic Bravó
21:00 DJ Þorsteinn Sobral BarAnanas
22:00 DJ Gunni Ewok Prikið
22:00 DJ Dora Sæta Svínið
22:00 DJ Daníel Hverfisgata 12
22:00 DJ Lamp Vader Bíó Paradís

Saturday July 8
Concerts:

Reykjavík Classics: Mendelssohn
12:30, 15:30 Harpa
Pearls Of Icelandic Song In Eldborg
18:00 Harpa

 Extreme Chill Festival 
18:00 Various Venues
Sól Ey
21:00 Mengi
Eistnaflug Festival 
17:00 Neskaupstaður
Hafnarborg Songfest: Song Recital 
17:00 Hafnarborg
Organ Concert
12:00 Hallgrímskirkja

DJs:

22:00 DJ Silja Glommi Bravó
21:00 DJ Gísli Galdur  BarAnanas
22:00 DJ SURA Prikið
22:00 RVK Soundsystem Paloma

Sunday July 9
Concerts:

SunnuDjass
22:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
Reykjavík Classics: Mendelssohn
12:30, 15:30 Harpa
Pearls Of Icelandic Song In Eldborg
18:00 Harpa

 Extreme Chill Festival 
18:00 Various Venues
Hafnarborg Songfest: Song Recital 
17:00 Hafnarborg
Organ Concert
12:00 Hallgrímskirkja
Karaoke Night! 
20:00 Húrra

DJs:

22:00 Vinyl Sun: DJ Krummi  Bravó
21:00 lowercase night Prikið

Monday July 10
Concerts:

MonJazz
21:00 Húrra
Reykjavík Classics: Beethoven
12:30, 15:30 Harpa
Pearls Of Icelandic Song In Eldborg
18:00 Harpa
Mr. Silla & Jeffrey Tyler Ludwick 
21:00 Mengi

Tuesday July 11
Concerts:

KEX Jazz
20:30 KEX Hostel
Reykjavík Classics: Beethoven
12:30, 15:30 Harpa
Pearls Of Icelandic Song In Eldborg
18:00 Harpa
Karaoke Party!
22:00 Gaukurinn
Open Mic Night
21:00 Freezer Hostel
Post Malone
22:00 Harpa

DJs:

21:00 DJ Harry Knuckles Prikið
21:00 Madame Melancolique Bravó

Wednesday July 12
Concerts:

Blues Jam Session
21:00 Dillon
Reykjavík Classics: Beethoven
12:30, 15:30 Harpa
Pearls Of Icelandic Song In Eldborg
18:00 Harpa
Accordion Show With Margret Arnar
20:00 Kaffi Laugalæk
Don Lockwood Band 
21:00 Slippbarinn
Snorri Helgason 
20:00 Nordic House
Party Karaoke With Þórunn Antonia
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Schola Cantorum Chamber Choir
12:00 Hallgrímskirkjs
Daníel Hjálmtýsson & 
Bjarni M. Sigurðarson 
21:00 Skúli Craft Bar
Hip Hop Night: Kilo & Many More
21:00 Gaukurinn

DJs:

21:00 DJ Draumórar Hverfisgata 12
21:00 DJ Api Pabbi Bravó
21:00 Dj Mogesen Prikið

Thursday July 13
Concerts:

Spunk / Brött Brekka 
21:00 Gaukurinn
Indolore
21:00 Meng

Our Picks
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 Extreme Chill Festival

6-9 July, 18:00,   
Various Venues, 
7.990 ISK

   
   
   

The small but 
dedicated 
subscene of musi-
cians who create 
electronica, dance 
and ambient 
music coalesce 
each year at the 
Extreme Chill Festi-
val, which shines a 
light on the fruits 
of their creative 
labour. It used to 
be held out in the 
countryside for 
pastoral (and, al-
legedly, a bit more 
“extreme” than 
“chill”) midnight 

sun blowout, but 
this year it moves 
into Reykjavík, 
where visiting acts 
like Mixmaster 
Morris and The Orb 
will share stages 
with veterans 
of the Icelandic 
music scene that 
include Jónas 
Sen, Jón Ólafsson 
& Futuregrapher, 
Gyða Valtýsdóttir, 
Stereo Hypnosis, 
Reptilicus and 
Tonik Ensemble. JR 
   
 

 
 SiGRÚN

Wed. 5 July, 
20:00, Mengi

Sigrún Jónsdót-
tir has toured 
the world. 
See what she 
learned along 
the way via her 
intriguing solo 
project.. JR

 
 Young Thug

Fri. 7 July, 17:00, 
Laugardalshöll

A large-scale 
all-star trap 
blowout featur-
ing Young Thug, 
Aron Can, Gísli 
Pálmi, and oth-
ers. No biggie? 
Yes biggie!? JE

  
 MIMRA Release Concert

Fri. 30 June, 
20:00, Kaffi Vínyl, 
Free!

Bónus plötur 
presents the 
release party for 
their third single, 
“He’s All Yours”, 
from electro-pop 
artistress MIMRA. 

The song can 
best be com-
pared to  an in-
trusive but hon-
est mixture of 
Alabama Shakes 
and Lorde. Don't 
worry: It’s on all 
major streaming 
services now.  
HJC

  
 Hip Hop / Trap Night

Thurs. 6 July, 
20:00, Gaukurinn, 
Free!

The best of un-
derground trap 
and hip hop will 
throw a banger 
on July 6th. 
Featuring Grape-
vine favourites 

chaos-trap-king 
Andsetinn and 
Adidas-clad-
collective Geisha 
Cartel, this will 
be the perfect 
education into 
the dopest shit 
on the Reykjavík 
circuit. HJC



"No Bullshit"
Inside Sticky Records, Iceland’s only  

pro-bono record label  

Words: Elías Þórsson    Photo: Timothée Lambrecq

The cliché goes that record labels are 
run by stuffy men in suits who make 
decisions about the future of artists 
in penthouse office ivory towers, 
from where they look down upon 
the little guys. But that’s as far away 
as you could imagine from the set-
up at Iceland’s only pro bono label, 
Sticky Records. The label is run by 
Geoffrey Þór Huntington Williams, 
who’s also the label’s co-founder and 
only employee.
 “We jumped on the idea mainly 
because Prikið had become a plat-
form for artists,” Geoffrey explains, 
“and that the music we played was 
one of the few tightly woven brands 
in town. That’s why we took the step 
from just booking artists to also 
helping them produce music and fi-
nalise their stuff. To be a launching 
pad that allows them to take off.”

Non-profit
Sticky Records is basically run as a 
non-profit organisation, with the 
bar Prikið, which Geoff manages, 
being its source of funding. He ex-
plains that the label is meant as an 
expansion of the bar, allowing it to 

transcend its physical space and 
reach out to its customers outside 
opening hours.
 “Prikið is too small compared 
to how huge it is,” he 
says, “and this was a 
way for us to create 
more parity between 
the two. The growth 
of the Sticky brand 
has been incredibly 
organic. We haven’t 
spent any money on 
ads, because we’d 
rather use our money 
on the artists.”
 The label doesn’t make any con-
tracts with its artists, allowing them 
total freedom in regards to decision 
making. The musi-
cians own all their 
music, with Sticky 
Records just provid-
ing support and an outlet for their 
craft. 

Multi-genre
Most artists currently with Sticky 
are rappers—mostly up and com-
ing—but recently they released an 

album with the well-known rockers 
HAM, fronted by Healthcare Min-
ister Óttarr Proppé. Geoff explains 
that they want to make sure Sticky 
keeps incorporating more genres, 
and not get stuck in hip-hop.
 Beside HAM, the label has re-
leased two full-length albums: 
Emmsjé Gauti’s ‘17 Nóvember’ and 
Aron Can’s ‘Í Nótt’. Both have been 
hits, raking up plays across music 
platforms, with the latter in particu-
lar an overnight sensation. Geoff 

explains that it’s easy 
to have success when 
you do things you are 
passionate about—
and don’t complicate 
things. “Our mantra 
is ‘no bullshit,’” he 
explains. “We don’t 
want any complexi-
ties, we just do what 
we feel like doing. We 

will never stick any overheads on our 
artists, ask them to pay us anything 
back, or stand in their way.”
 The label is still young, and was 

born out of a passion 
Geoff shared with his 
boss Finni, the own-
er of Prikið. But when 

it comes to the label’s future, he’s 
tight-lipped to the max. “We never 
give anything up about our future 
plans,” he concludes. “Just that we 
promise this will only get bigger.” 
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“The growth 
of the Sticky 

brand has 
been 

incredibly 
organic.”
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MADE IN ICELAND  www.jswatch.com

With his legendary concentration and 45 years of experience our Master 
Watchmaker ensures that we take our waterproofing rather seriously.  
Gilbert O. Gudjonsson, our Master Watchmaker and renowned craftsman, 
inspects every single timepiece before it leaves our workshop.

bergcontemporary.is Klapparstígur 16
101 Reykjavík / Iceland

11.5 — 4.8 2017
Steina and Woody Vasulka

Bus nr. 1  30 minutes  
from Lækjartorg

Open 12–5 p.m. 
Closed on Tuesdays

Strandgata 34
220 Hafnarfjörður
Iceland

www.hafnarborg.is
hafnarborg@hafnarfjordur.is
(354) 585 5790

Hafnarborg
The Hafnarfjördur Centre 
of Culture and Fine Art

Land Seen
In the footsteps of Johannes Larsen
Einar Falur Ingólfsson, photographer



Music

Sculpting In Time
Páll Ragnar Pálsson’s tectonics of life

Words: Ciarán Daly   Photo: Timothée Lambrecq

Iceland has long been a musical 
melting pot, and nowhere was this 
better represented than in this 
April’s Reykjavík Festival in Los 
Angeles, which brought together 
household names in Icelandic 
music—such as JFDR, Múm, and 
Sigur rós—with a varied cast of 
composers, performers, and mu-
sicians, playing alongside the LA 
Philharmonic Orchestra. Having 
debuted a cello concerto there, for-
mer Maus guitarist turned con-
temporary classical composer Páll 
Ragnar Pálsson is in many ways 
emblematic of the steady synthe-
sis of sound and talent currently 
underway on the island. 

Craving the past
Páll was trained in composition 
to the highest level in both Iceland 
and Estonia, and his new album, 
‘Nostalgia’, reflects a melding of 
cultures and sounds, both east 
and west. The title track precedes 
a six-part symphony entitled 
“Náttúruljoð,” and I’m curious 
as to why this wasn’t the title. 
“There’s a Tarkovsky film called 
‘Nostalgia’,” says Páll, “which got 
me thinking about the concept. 
People often use ‘nostalgia’ in a 
negative sense—perhaps to refer 
to a typical love of old pop mu-
sic. But with nostalgia, we have 
this feeling built into us where 
we crave the past and what’s gone 
before. During the Soviet era, Es-

tonia was like a time capsule—
nothing developed too much.” 
 Páll explains that he sensed, 
coming from Iceland, that he 
was entering an older world with 
a closer connection to European 
history. “Whereas we’re more bru-
talist here,” he says. “We’re pretty 
good at reinventing the wheel—it’s 
a necessary thing to do. In Tallinn, 
there were really simple things 
that were reminding me of my 
youth. Not in any direct way, but 
things that somehow reminded 
me of the Reykjavík I grew up in. 
It’s much more flashy and well-
managed these days.” He pauses, 
and grins: “I also just thought it 
sounded like a good 
name for my album.”
 Pá l l ’s  pract i se 
of composition is, 
for him, a bit like 
meditation. “I have 
to dwell in a certain 
space,” he says. “I try 
to draw inspiration 
from the textural 
movements within 
nature… the ener-
gies moving our na-
ture. We are never 
totally tranquil—we are some-
how reflecting the things around 
us. Am I being too metaphysical 
here?” he laughs, continuing: “We 
are constantly in a flow. Is it in 
the water flowing, or the tecton-
ics, or the wind in the trees? I try 

to interpret these movements that 
you can experience in nature, or 
within yourself, using music. My 
pieces are like continuous flows of 
organic, linear movements” 

Promoting tectonics
Páll explains that while short-
term promotion is difficult, clas-
sical compositions gain popular-
ity through their longevity. “It’s 
a little bit difficult to promote an 
album of contemporary classical 
music because you don’t have an 
orchestra with you all the time,” 
he explains. “It’s very different 
to band life or playing music by 
yourself. I’m dependent on oth-
er people performing my music. 
This is a very slow process, but 
that’s the beauty.”
 The second track on the al-
bum, “Supremacy of Peace,” was 
written for a friend of Páll’s who 
planned to conduct it in Holland. 
“The concert never took place,” he 

says, “and the com-
position sat in my 
drawer for a year. 
Then Tallinn Cham-
ber Orchestra heard 
about it and it was 
premiered at Esto-
nian Music Days in 
Tallinn. Since then, 
it has travelled be-
tween orchestras 
and countries—it’s 
not conducted by 
me. These pieces, 

after they are released, they live 
their own life. Classical music is 
always living.”  

‘Nostalgia’ is now available for listen-
ing on Spotify.  
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“We are pretty 
good at re-
inventing 

the wheel in 
Iceland—it’s 
a necessary 
thing to do.”

THIS AD SPACE IS RESERVED FOR 
ROSENBERG KLAPPARSTÍG 27 TO 
ADVERTISE THEIR LOVELY BREAKFAST 
& LUNCH WHICH EVERYONE ARE 
TALKING ABOUT  
 

THIS AD SPACE IS RESERVED FOR 
ROSENBERG KLAPPARSTÍG 27 TO 
ADVERTISE THEIR LOVELY BREAKFAST 
& LUNCH WHICH EVERYONE ARE 
TALKING ABOUT  Suðurgata 41  

101 Reykjavík  
www.thjodminjasafn.is 
tel +354 530 22 00

Hverfisgata 15  
101 Reykjavík  
www.safnahusid.is 
tel +354 530 22  10

National Museum of Iceland  

The country’s largest 
museum of cultural  
history from settlement  
to present day.

The Culture House  

Manuscripts, fine art, natural 
specimens, curiosities and 
archeaological findings form 
the exhibition Points of View.

 National 
Museum of
 Iceland   

  The  
Culture    
House 

The exhibitions, shops and cafés are open daily 10 - 17 Closed on Mondays 16/9 – 30/4

Ragnar 
Kjartansson

 03.06.– 
24.09.2017

 Hafnarhús
 Tryggvagata 17
 +354 411 6400
artmuseum.is

Open daily 
 10h00–17h00
Thursdays 
10h00–22h00
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Art, Rain  
& Summertime

Arts festival Listasumar comes back to Akureyri 
for yet another summer filled with creative 

performances and events of all kind from June 
24 to August 26. 

Words: Alice Demurtas   Photo: Listasumar 

With her playful pixie cut and crys-
talline laugh, project manager for 
culture and events at Akureyri 
Marketing And Cul-
ture Office Hulda Sif 
Hermannsdóttir puts 
you straight at ease. 
Alongside event man-
ager Almar Alfreðs-
son and director of 
Akureyri Art Muse-
um Hlýnur Hallsson, 
she has agreed to 
meet me on a late Sunday morning 
to chat about Listasumar, the arts 
festival that will turn Akureyri 
into a live platform for art perfor-
mances from June 24 to August 26.
 Founded by art society Gil-
félagið in 1992, Listasumar was 
originally seen by both profession-
als and arts enthusiasts as a way to 
fill a huge gap in the town’s social 
and cultural life. Only later did its 

management shift into the hands 
of the municipality.
 “You can think of Listasumar 

as a hat or an umbrel-
la event,” Hulda ex-
plains enthusiastical-
ly as she stirs brown 
sugar in her espresso 
macch iato w ith a 
repetitive ding. “It 
starts with the sum-
mer solstice festival 
Jónsmessa and it ends 

with celebrations for the town’s 
birthday in August, encompass-
ing all sorts of small events within 
those two months.”

The cultural heart  
of the North

Organising the details of such a 
long festival is no easy job. To give 
me a good visual aid, Almar rolls 

out a schedule spreadsheet that’s 
chock-full with events of all kind. 
However, far from being a string 
of passive exhibitions and shows, 
it’s clear that the festival demands 
interaction. 
 Besides the classics such as art 
exhibitions, theatre and dance 
performances, I also spot skating 
courses, circus visits and punk 
events, in addition to Friday movie 
evenings (“It would be fun to see 
‘Jaws’ at the pool, I think”), med-
itation sessions and creative art 
workshops for kids of all ages. 
Thus, for two entire months, an 
entire city becomes the natural 
platform for a collective creative 
endeavour, with the Arts’ Alley—
the beating heart of it all.
  “Akureyri is a cultural town, 
there’s no doubt about it,” Hulda 
affirms.
  “It is,” Hlýnur echoes her. “But 
you have to understand that in 
1992 almost nothing was happen-
ing here during the summer, so 
we were in dire need of something 
like this. Now Listasumar creates 
work for the artists in the area and 
it provides a platform to perform 
for those who come from other 
towns—whether it’s visual arts or 
music or dance.”

Promoting diversity
Besides keeping track of events 
that are happening in town, Lista-
sumar’s main goal is to promote 
diversity. Thus, the festival is void 
of limitations when it comes to 
themes or concepts, in order to ac-
commodate all tastes and provide 
something interesting for every-
body. Grassroots organisations will 
find here an easy-access platform 
for their endeavours, and tourists 
will get to experience the active 
arts scene of the hidden North.
 “I think tourists often assume 
nothing interesting happens here,” 
Hulda says. “Instead we have or-
ganised something for almost 
every single day, with fixed dates 
for specific venues, so you always 
know where to look for events.”
 “We are trying out new things 
as we go,” Hlýnur adds. “Details 
can change but if something has 
been going on for so long and it’s 
successful, we should keep up with 
it, right?” 

gpv.is/art
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“Akureyri is  
a cultural 

town, there’s 
no doubt 
about it”

VISIT KÓPAVOGUR 
CULTURE HOUSES 
AND EXPERIENCE

Salurinn Concert Hall
Náttúrufræðistofa Kópavogs Natural History Museum of Kópavogur
Bókasafn Kópavogs Kópavogur Public Library 
Sundlaug Kópavogs Kopavogur Thermal Pool 
Kópavogskirkja Kopavogur Church

Hamraborg 4–6
Kópavogur 
Bus 1, 2 & 4

MANY 
FACES 
OF 
NATURE
& MORE

THE IN, WITH 
AND BETWEEN 
US & 

N
át

tú
ru

fr
æ

ði
st

of
a 

Kó
p

av
o

g
s 

N
at

ur
al

 H
is

to
ry

 M
us

eu
m

 o
f 

Kó
p

av
o

g
ur

G
er

ða
rs

af
n 

 
Kó

p
av

o
g

ur
 A

rt
 M

us
eu

m

i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16
101 Reykjavík
info@i8.is

t: +354 551 3666
www.i8.is

ALICJA KWADE
22 June - 12 August 2017

A Trillionth of a Second
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Tasty  tapas  and dr inks  by  the  o ld  harbour
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Art Listings
Events are listed by venue. For complete listings 

and detailed information on venues visit  
grapevine.is/happening.  

Send your listings to: listings@grapevine.is

Opening
LISTASTOFAN

 #276331054 – Story Provided If 
Wanted 
This exhibit is part of a bigger proj-
ect ‘The Fourth Culture’ and presents 
a critical view on contemporary 
society, encompassing sexuality, 
cultural identity and borders. The 
artists attempt a microculture, 
proposing an un-learning situation 
where a new way of being can be 
cultivated.
• Opens on July 8, 2017
• Runs until July 21, 2017

ART67
Wilderness 
This mission statement of this 
exhibit made by Hrönn Björnsdóttir 
and Kristín Tryggvadóttir is, “We are 
constantly inspired by the wilder-
ness, power and beauty of the 
icelandic nature.”
• Opens on July 1, 2017
• Runs until July 31, 2017
Ongoing 
THE CULTURE HOUSE
'Points of View' 
Guests are taken on a journey 
through the Icelandic visual world of 
past and present.
• On permanent view

THE NATIONAL GALLERY
“Art of Memory” by Woody Vasulka
Woody’s work leads the viewer 
through a dreamlike journey fo-
cused on landscapes and historical 
paintings. 
• Runs until September 1, 2017

Shoplifter
Hrafnhildur Árnadóttir, aka Shoplifter, 
is a renowned Icelandic designer 
and artist whose colourful, large 
scale installations are eye-catching 
and textural. She uses brightly 
coloured hair fibres to create vivid, 
dizzying landscapes, or “hairscapes”.  
• Runs until October 10, 2017

Treasures of a Nation
This new long-term exhibit presents 
a selected number of works from 
1884 to 1911 of mostly Danish and 
Scandinavian artists. 
• Runs until December 31, 2017 

EINAR JÓNSSON MUSEUM 
Permanent Exhibition

The museum contains close to 
300 artworks including a beautiful 
garden with 26 bronze casts of the 
artist’s sculptures.
• On permanent view

GALLERÝ H
“Rat Race” by Haraldur Ingi Haralds-
son
Haraldur presents 19 paintings in-
spired by politics and the addiction 
to power. 
• Runs until December 21, 2017

HALLGRÍMSKIRKJA
501 Nails
The work 501 NAILS revolves around 
the idea of nailing down time that 
has piled up, time in linear sequence 
from Luther's action to our day.
• Runs until August 21, 2017.

REYKJAVÍK ART MUSEUM - HAFNARHÚS
Louisa Matthíasdóttir: Calm
The exhibition spans the whole 
career of Louisa Matthíasdóttir, who 
painted mainly Icelandic landscapes 
and still-lifes. 
• Runs until September 17, 2017

 God, I Feel So Bad / Woman In E
Ragnar Kjartansson’s retrospective 
features four pianists and four op-
era singers playing simultaneously. 
Now a new performance begins: a 
presentation in which a glamorously 
staged female guitarist endlessly 
strums the chord e-minor. 
• Runs until August 13,  2017

REYKJAVÍK MUSEUM OF PHOTOGRAPHY
SHADOWS / ECHOES
The work SHADOWS / ECHOES was 
conducted over a two-year period 
where Marianne Bjørnmyr travelled 
around Iceland to research and 
document the mythology of elves 
and fairies.
• Runs until August 15, 2017 

THE NORDIC HOUSE 
THE CITY BEING
THE CITY BEING explores various 
aspects of our modern cities, with 
contemporary Reykjavik as the main 
point of reference. 
• Runs until November 5, 2017

Eyes As Big As Plates
Eyes as Big as Plates is a photo-
graphic art project produced in 
collaboration with retired farmers, 
fishermen, zoologists, plumbers, 

and many more.
• Runs until August 13,  2017

-LINES- 
This interactive sound art installa-
tion explores one of the most fun-
damental parts of Western music: 
Lines. Come create music with your 
own hands using hanging sensors 
and electronics.
• Runs until September 3, 2017

RAMSKRAM GALLERY
A Matter of Some Moments
By photographing families at home 
and then decomposing them, Char-
lotta María Hauksdóttir explores 
memories, intimacy, and attach-
ment.  
• Runs until July 16, 2017

LIVING ART MUSEUM
READ THROUGH
The Living Art Museum presents a 
reading room full of domestic and 
international artworks in book form 
spanning from the 1960s until today.
• Runs until September 2,2017

HAPPY PEOPLE
“HAPPY PEOPLE” presents a smoking 
lounge full of mysterious sculptures 
full of funky pipes for you to smoke, 
consume and inhale fruity flavours.
• Runs until July 20, 2017    

HAFNARBORG
Land Seen – Following in the Foot-
steps of Johannes Larsen
In this exhibition, some recurring 
themes emerge, such as the trail 
or path, the gate and the traveller. 
It explores Einar Falur Ingólfsson’s 
experience following Danish artist 
Johannes Larsen around Iceland.
• Runs until August 20,  2017

Without Dreams All Is Dead
Drawing is the starting point of 
'Wiithout Dreams All Is Dead' , an ex-
hibition that derives its name from a 
poem by Nobel laureate Halldór Lax-
ness, and is an allusion to the world 
of imagination an artist inhabits.
• Runs until August 20, 2017  

BERG CONTEMPORARY
Steina & Woody Vasulka
In this exhibit at BERG Contemporary, 
experience a dialogue between art-
ist and technology as the Vasulkas’ 
showcase their expressive electron-
ic vocabulary of image-making. 
• Runs until August 4, 2017  

REYKJAVÍK MUSEUM OF PHOTOGRAPHY
Metamorphosis
In Metamorphosis, Sigurgeir Sigur-
jónsson compares the city to the 
built-up countryside to the wild wil-
derness. From torn-down buildings 
in Reykjavík to abandoned farms, 
the photos are brutal, sometimes 
violent, but beautiful.
• Runs until September 10, 2017

GERÐASAFN KÓPAVOGUR ART MUSEUM
The In, With and Between Us  
This exhibit presents a conversation 
around non-linear readings of place 
and time, language and translation. 
It is a collaboration between a num-
ber of international MFA students 
from the SVA school in New York.
• Runs until August 30, 2017

AKUREYRI ART MUSEUM
Selected Works By North Icelandic 
Artists
Thirty northern Icelandic artists 
present a diverse range of art in-
spired by the intrepid North. What is 
the state of Northern Icelandic arts? 
You’ll find out.  
• Runs until August 27, 2017

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ICELAND 
Birds, Fjord and Iceland Photo-
graphs by Björn Björnsson
Björn specialised in nature photog-
raphy and travelled around Iceland 
documenting such.
• Runs until September 17, 2017

Bundled In Blue
This exhibition is based on new 
research on the bones and grave 
found in a settlement-era grave. 
• Runs until September 30  2017

HÚSAVÍK MUSEUM
Far Away Right Here
Photographer Martin Cox spent a 
month at the Fjuk Art Center last 
year. Here he presents his work from 
there, inspired by the landscape and 
history of Húsavík.
• Runs until September 1, 2017

SLÁTURHÚSIÐ 
Born In The Slaughterhouse  
Nine artists worked with various me-
dia to create an exhibit linked by the 

idea of basic needs. Carcasses will 
hang from hooks and snapshots will 
capture prison cells, all to create a 
playful twist on human violence.
• Runs until September 15, 2017

GALLERÍ PORT
GUSTUKAVERK 
After scavenging Icelandic litera-
ture for compelling characters and 
re-imagining Reykjavík as a proper 
“Scandinavian city,” Þrándur has 
now turned to realism. Memorable 
shadows of life play a part in this 
collection of works, each with its 
own specific narrative.   
• Runs until July 16, 2017

HVERFISGALLERÍ 
 River únd bátur

River únd bátur consists of a 
colorful installation presented in 
patterned, at times psychedelic, 
mixed-media works which reflect 
a variety of influences including 
graffiti, organic structures, textiles 
and collage. 
• Runs until August 12, 2017

MUSEUM OF DESIGN AND APPLIED ART
Nordic Angan: A Fragrance Library Of 
The Nordic Nature
Sonja Bent and Elin Hrent have set 
up a workshop / showroom where 
they make essential oils with the 
goal of making a fragrance library 
from Icelandic flora..
• Runs until September 20, 2017

I8 GALLERY
 A Trillionth of a Second

Alicja Kwade in her installation and 
sculpture exhibit “A Trillionth of a 
Second”, deals with questions of 
reality and our perception of the 
world. Is there such a thing as fun-
damental, evident truth?
• Runs until August 12, 2017.

June 30 - July 13

Our Picks

  
Artists Without Borders

 #276331054: Story Provided If 
Wanted

July 6 -  
July 19,   
Listastofan

The indepen-
dent art gallery 
Listastofan 
received a chunk 
of cash from 

Reykjavík City last 
year to develop 
their space and 
programme. 
They’ll open the 
doors of their 
newly renovated 
space, with a new 
lighting rig and 
improved exhibi-
tion space, for 
the first time this 
July 6 with this 
intriguingly titled 
new exhibition. 
The work is the 
result of a long 
running collabo-

ration between 
Turkish artist 
Mustafa Boğa and 
Icelander Kolbrun 
Inga Söring, and 
seeks to examine 
and perhaps 
even start to 
reconfigure the 
societal consen-
sus on issues 
such as gender, 
sexuality, cultural 
background and 
nationality. JR

  
Take Me To The River

 River Únd 
Bátur

Runs until 12 Aug.
Hverfísgallerí

Wake up your 
brain with a look 
at Davið Örn Hall-
dórsson’s vivid 

and colourful 
paintings, which 
bring to mind 
everything from 
South American 
patterns to 
street graffiti to 
grass mazes. JR

  
Still Feeling Bad 

 God, I Feel So 
Bad

Runs until 3 Sept. 
Hafnarhúsið 

Ragnar Kjar-
tansson’s first 
major hometown 
retrospective 

continues. You’ll 
see everything 
from hi-def 
video works, to a 
marble mastur-
bation monolith, 
to someone 
playing e-minor 
on a revolving 
platform. JR

  
Less Than An Eyeblink

 A Trillionth of a 
Second  

Runs until 6 Aug. 
i8 Gallery

Berlin-based 
Alicja Kwade 
exhibits everyday 
objects in an 

installation that 
aims to “make 
possible a new 
view of meaning, 
value, and termi-
nology.” JR
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Bíó Paradís Brings 
Back The 80s

 Nostalgia is taken over Bíó Paradís

Words: Valur Gunnarsson   Photos: Stills from the film

Theresa May is the new Thatcher. 
Trump is the new Reagan. Empires 
are dying in Afghanistan. East-
West tensions are running high. 
And U2 are touring ‘The Joshua 
Tree’. 
 Yes, the 80s are back, and what 
better way to celebrate than with 
a double bill at Bíó Paradís, with 
a couple of new films set in the 
second “Me Decade.” To complete 
the set, there are party screening 
of 80s originals ‘Flashdance’ and 
Icelandic classic ‘Með allt á hreinu’ 
on Friday June 30 and Saturday July 
1, respectively.
 The 90s saw a slew of 60s and 70s 
nostalgia films, including Richard 
Linklater’s acclaimed ‘Dazed and 
Confused’. His latest offering, ‘Ev-
erybody Wants Some!!’, is a sequel 
of sorts, set in 1980 and about a 
group of college baseball players 
who, well, want some (!!). While the 
characters are rather unengaging 
in this quest to get some, the atmo-
sphere is true to the teen films of 
the period. They go through discos, 
punk shows and even line dancing, 
giving Linklater a chance to recre-
ate the various fashions. And the 
music, from Blondie to Dire Straits, 
is suitably nostalgia-inducing. Af-
ter ‘Boyhood’, one of the most in-

teresting movies ever made, this 
seems rather slight, kind of an art-
house ‘Porky’s’, itself made in 1981 
but set in the 50s. But as a period 
piece, it works reasonably well. 
 Five years later and pop music 
is already in decline, but still has 
a few punches left. It is this that is 
the theme of ‘Sing Street’ by John 
Carney (best known for Irish musi-
cal drama ‘Once’). We have moved 
from a Texas uni-
versity to a Catholic 
elementary school 
in inner-city Dublin. 
Aidan Gillen, the only 
person to star both in 
'The Wire' and ‘Game 
of Thrones’, a sure 
mark of quality, plays 
a broke architect in a 
failing marriage. Un-
fortunately, the film 
focuses on his son, 
who wants to form 
a band to impress 
an older girl. Yes, we 
were all in bands in the late 80s (or 
early 90s) to impress girls. But that 
is not enough. 
 After all, this was the era of Live 
Aid, when people still believed rock 
and roll could change the world, but 
perhaps it was already losing hope. 

Sing Street (what a crappy name for 
a band) opt for futurism, The Cure 
and Joy Division and even Duran 
Duran. The synthesizer here was 
new and exciting, as was the music 
video, while the washed-up older 
brother still has long hair (Linklat-
er also gives us a 60s throwback in 
an older student, the final gasp of 
hippiedom). The 80s were probably 
the last decade with its own sound 
and its own style, before everyone 
started looking backwards. 
 The happy couple, having no 
money and no friends, decide to set 
off for the big city. Where, no doubt, 
everything will be lovely. Even for 
a juvenile film this seems, well, 
juvenile. After too many scenes 
with so-so 80s sounding music, it 
makes you wish you were watch-

ing a real 80s biopic 
instead. Where is my 
‘Control’? 
 Linklater and 
Carney were born 
a decade apart and 
have both presented 
an idea l ized ver-
sion of their youth. 
Perhaps it’s the gen-
erational shift that is 
now bringing us 80s 
nostalgia, but some-
how it still doesn’t 
look as good as the 
70s. Having been a 

schoolboy on the British Isles in 
the 80s, not in Dublin but in Leeds, 
I remember this all too well. I don’t 
want to go there again. Bring me 
back the 60s. Nostalgia works best 
when it’s someone else’s.              

Find today's events  
in Iceland! 

Download our free 
listings app - APPENING 

on the Apple and 
Android stores

Museums
ÁRBÆR OPEN AIR MUSEM
Daily guided tours 
Tours are from 13:00 to 14:00 
through its open air exhibits.
• On permanent view

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ICELAND
 'The Making of A Nation' 
This exhibition is intended to pro-
vide insight into the history of the 
Icelandic nation from Settlement to 
the present day.
• On permanent view

REYKJAVÍK CITY MUSEUM
‘Settlement Sagas: Accounts from 
Manuscripts’
This exhibition has rarely seen 
manuscripts that tell the history of 
the settlement of Reykjavík.
• On permanent view

REYKJAVÍK MARITIME MUSEUM
'The Coast Guard Vessel Óðinn' 
This vessel sailed through all three 
Cod Wars and has also served as a 
rescue ship to more than 200 ships. 
• On permanent view

'From Poverty to Abundance' 
Photos documenting Icelandic 
fishermen at the turn of the 20th 
century.
• On permanent view
'The History of Sailing'
Iceland’s maritime history that 
showcases the growth of the Reyk-
javík Harbour.
• On permanent view
'Seawomen'
The fishing women of Iceland, past 
and present.
• On permanent view

VOLCANO HOUSE
The exhibition gives a brief overview 
of Iceland’s magnificent nature. 
• On permanent view

THE ICELANDIC PHALLOLOGICAL 
MUSEUM 
Permanent Exhibition
More than 215 penises and penile 
parts belonging to land and sea 
mammals of Iceland. 
• On permanent view

Film

This month's special screenings at Bíó Paradís. For the complete schedule,  
visit www.bioparadis.is.

Currently Screening 

• Flashdance: Party Screening!  
 June 30th, 20:00
• Með Allt Á Hreinu: Sing-a-long!  
 July 1, 20:00 
• Fargo: Party Screening!  
 July 7th at 20:00
• Scream: Late Night Horror Show!  
 July 8th at 22:00

• Regularly Screening:  
Sing Street, Knight Of Cups, Heart-
stone, I Remember You, Rams, Every-
body Wants Some, Heima, Paterson, 
Hidden Figures, Jar City, Lion

Events

Scream!!!

“The 80s were 
probably the 
last decade 
with its own 

sound and its 
own style, be-
fore everyone 

started looking 
backwards.”

FILM

MORE INFORMATION, OTHER TOURS & BOOKINGS AT: 
WWW.STERNATRAVEL.COM OR VISIT OUR SALES DESK AT 
HARPA CONCERT HALL DOWNTOWN REYKJAVÍK

GOLDEN CIRCLE & 
THE SECRET LAGOON

A perfect combo of sightseeing 
& relaxation in a natural lagoon!

Starting time 10:30
Free pick-up from 10:00

Duration 8 - 8,5 hours   

PRICE: 12.900 ISK

BOOK 
ONLINE & GET

STERNATRAVEL .COM

Gullfoss waterfallGeysir - 
hot spr

ing are
a



 47The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 11 — 2017

Various Events

Friday June 30

Guided Tour
12:00 The National Gallery Of Iceland
Hitt Husið Fantastic Friday
12:00 Reykjavík City Center
Louisa Matthíasdóttir Gallery Talk 
14:00 Reykjavík Art Museum 

Saturday July 1

Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
How To Become 
Icelandic in 60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Tequila Club Clothing Market
13:00 Loft
MRC Reykjavík Run #28
11:00 KEX Hostel
Vinyasa Flow
11:00 Skúlagata 30

Sunday July 2

Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
How To Become 
Icelandic in 60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Yoga Class
12:00 Loft Hostel
Guided Tour 
14:00 Nordic House
Party Bingo
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Movie Night & Pub Quiz 
With Drag-Súgar
20:00 Gaukurinn
Children’s Day
13:00 Viðey Island

Monday July 3

Standup Comedy
21:00 Gaukurinn 
How To Become 
Icelandic in 60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa

Tuesday July 4

Stand Up: The Goonsquad 
20:30 Græna Herbergið
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
Vinyasa Flow
17:30 Skúlagata 30
Watercolouring Night

20:00 Loft
Anime Night
21:00 Húrra
Ragnar Kjartansson Gallery Talk
14:00 Reyjkavík Art Museum 
Kjarvalsstaðir
Anime Night
21:00 Húrra

Wednesday July 5

Guided Tour 
14:00 Nordic House
How To Become Icelandic in 60 
Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa

Thursday July 6

Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
How To Become 
Icelandic in 60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Ragnar Kjartansson Gallery Talk
14:00 Reyjkavík Art Museum 
Kjarvalsstaðir
Vinyasa Flow 
17:30 Skúlagata 30
Circus Of Iceland
12:00 Klambratún
Dark Deeds In Reykjavík: 
A Literary Walking Tour
15:00 Reykjavík 
City Library

Friday July 7

Guided Tour
12:00 The National Gallery Of Iceland
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
How To Become 
Icelandic in 60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Louisa Matthíasdóttir Gallery Talk 
14:00 Reykjavík Art Museum 
Circus Of Iceland
12:00 Klambratún

Saturday July 8

Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
How To Become 
Icelandic in 60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Vinyasa Flow
11:00 Skúlagata 30

Circus Of Iceland
12:00 Klambratún
Nordic Permaculture Festival
21:00 Gaukurinn

Sunday July 9

How To Become Icelandic in 60 
Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
Guided Tour 
14:00 Nordic House
Party Bingo
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Yoga Class
12:00 Loft Hostel 
Circus Of Iceland
12:00 Klambratún

Monday July 10

Standup Comedy
21:00 Gaukurinn 
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
Circus Of Iceland
12:00 Klambratún

Tuesday July 11

Stand Up: The Goonsquad 
20:30 Græna Herbergið
Vinyasa Flow
17:30 Skúlagata 30
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
Ragnar Kjartansson Gallery Talk
14:00 Reyjkavík Art Museum 
Kjarvalsstaðir
Circus Of Iceland
12:00 Klambratún

Wednesday July 12

 Drag Show: Virgin Extravaganxa
20:00 Loft
Guided Tour 
14:00 Nordic House

Thursday July 13

Loft Foosball Championship
20:00 Loft
Hitt Húsið Final Festival 
16:00 Reykjavík City Center
Dark Deeds In Reykjavík: A Literary 
Walking Tour
15:00 Reykjavík City Library

Cafe Paris  |  Austurstræti 14  |  101 Reykjavík  
cafeparis.is  |  cafeparis@cafeparis.is  |  +354 551 1020

BREAKFAST

BRUNCH

LUNCH

DINNER

§
§

§
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Satanic Paranoia, 
Galactic 
Conquest & 
Sentient Cars
A few of Kolbeinn Hugi’s favourite things

Kolbeinn Hugi Höskuldsson is a visual 
artist whose multimedia work has been 
exhibited widely in Iceland and inter-
nationally. Here, he talks us through 
some of his for mative inf luences.

Book: The Dungeon Master

‘The Dungeon Master’ is written by 
private investigator William Dear. In 
the book he tells the story of his most 
intriguing case, the disappearance of 
James Dallas Egbert III, an avid role-
playing nerd. The case happened in 
1979, at the height of the “Dungeons 

& Dragons is Satanic” paranoia. Mr. 
Dear is somewhat of a Method detec-
tive, so he gets deep into roleplaying 
an Elf Ranger. Reading Mr. Dear de-
scribe a D&D adventure in the words 
of a hard-boiled private investigator 
might be the most inspiring thing I 
have read. I’m pretty convinced Paul 
Auster nicked his style from this book.

Board Game: Twilight Imperium

There are few things as thrilling as play-
ing board games with people who don’t 
have ADHD. Twilight Imperium is a 
game of galactic conquest, politics and 
backstabbing. Each game takes around 
ten to twelve hours to play, so the 
stakes are high. When a friend betrays 
your alliance after you have spent the 
last four hours upgrading your army’s 
metabolism so you could betray first, 
you learn the true meaning of sorrow. 

Video game: Doom

While my friends in school were busy 
losing their virginity, I was knee-deep 
in the Doom level editor’s .WAD files 
trying to figure out what makes interi-
or architecture look evil, and what kind 
of feng shui a Cyberdemon would find 
appealing. Making levels in the game 
were my first attempts to think of 
spaces as experiences. Doom has been 
one of my obsessions in life and I can 
think of few things that have had as big 
an impact on me. The story behind the 
creation of the game is also fascinating.

.gif: Pelican

The pelican in this gif is my spirit ani-
mal. Any time I am unsure of what path 
to take in my life I, take a look at this 
pelican and the answer presents itself. 

 
Museum: Einar Jónsson

Einar Jónson’s sculptures have been 
with me since I was a child. A mix-
ture of New Age spiritualism and 
Nordic mythology, the sculptures 
have never been as visually relevant 
as today, as they look like straight 
out of a blockbuster superhero mov-
ie. Einar’s aesthetics were far into 
the future at the time of their cre-
ation. There is a thick aura of Einar’s 
spirit in his museum as it is located 
at his old haunted house, Hnitbjörg.

Childhood Movie: Ghost Car

My grandparents ran a tiny video 
rental store that was connected to 
their house. Me and my aunt would 
sneak into the store at night in our 
pyjamas and pick out age-restricted 
movies. I got absolutely possessed by 
this movie that I called ‘Draugabíl-
linn’ (“Ghost Car”). I watched it over 
and over, but I could only watch it in 
the daytime as I was terrified of it. I 
now know that the movie is called ‘The 
Wraith’ and that it predicted the fu-
ture by picturing an evil sentient car.   

MAKING OF  
AN ARTIST

Words: 
Kolbeinn Hugi 
Höskuldsson

Photo: 
Art Bicnick

gpv.is/making
Share this + 
read more

“Any time I am un-
sure of what path to 
take in my life I, take 

a look at this peli-
can and the answer 

presents itself.”

NO BUN
NO FUN



A GUIDE THAT 
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A selection from 
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AMERICAN BAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK.

APÓTEK
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 695 ISK, 
Wine 745 ISK.

BAR ANANAS
Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 1,600 
ISK.

BAZAAR
Every day from 
14:00 to 18:00.
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK,
Cocktails 1,800 
ISK.

BRAVÓ
Every day from 
11:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK.

BRYGGJAN 
BRUGGHÚS
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 750 ISK, 
Wine 950 ISK.

FORRÉTTABARINN
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 500 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.

GAUKURINN
Every day from 

14:00 to 21:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK,
Shots 750 ISK.

HÚRRA
Mon-Sat from 
18:00 to 21:00, 
Sunday from 
19:00 to 21:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.

ÍSLENSKI BARINN
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.

ÍSAFOLD 
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.

KAFFIBARINN
Every day from 
15:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.

KEX HOSTEL
Every day from 
17:00  to 19:00.
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 650 ISK.

KRYDDLEGIN 
HJÖRTU
Every day from 
17:00 to 19:00.
Beer 850 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.

LOFT HOSTEL
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK.

MARBAR
Every day from 
18:00 to 21:00.
Beer 550 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK,
Cockails 1.200 
ISK.

PABLO DISCOBAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 495 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK,
Cocktails 750 
ISK.

PUBLIC HOUSE
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00, 
23:00 to 1:00.
Beer 790 ISK,
Wine 790 ISK.

SÆTA SVÍNIÐ
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 595 ISK,
Wine 695 ISK.

SKY
Every day from 

16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.

SUSHI SOCIAL
Every day from 
17:00 to 18:30.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK, 
Half-priced 
cocktails

TAPAS BARINN
Every day from 
17:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK.

UNO
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 425 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK,
Cocktails 1.200 
ISK.

VEÐUR
Every day from 
12:00 to 19:35.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.

NATURE
PARADISE

IN BREIDAFJORDUR AND VESTMANNAEYJAR
ICELAND'S LARGEST & SMALLEST

INHABITED ISLANDS

Get the complete 
Happy Hour listings! 

Download our free app - 
appy hour on the Apple 

and Android stores

  
Featured Happy Hour

 Kiki Queer Bar
Laugavegur 22 
20:00 to 23:00

Kiki Queer Bar 
boasts both a rag-
ing dance floor 
and the latest 

happy hour in the 
city. Grab beers 
and shots for 500 
ISK. That means, 
for the small 
price of 2.000 ISK, 
you could take 4 
shots. 4 shots! HJC

Where you will find the locals
JOIN THE LOCALS AT THIS HIDDEN GEM IN DOWNTOWN REYKJAVÍK FOR 
A UNIQUE MEAL IN A FUN, RELAXED ATMOSPHERE. ALL OF OUR DISHES 
ARE COMPOSED OF HIGH QUALITY ICELANDIC INGREDIENTS THAT OUR 

MASTERCHEFS PREPARE WITH A LATIN TWIST.

BURRO TAPAS + STEAKS - BY INGÓLFSTORG VELTUSUND 1
+354 552 7333 WWW.BURRO.IS

Happy Hour 16-18 

@burro_rvk /BurroRvk

H A P P I E S T 
EVERY DAY BETWEEN 23:00-01:00

HAPPY HOUR IN TOWN

@publichousegastropub/GastroPubRvk

publichouse.is 
Laugavegur 24 - 555 7333
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Running Around In A 
Brand New Diaper
Steinar Bragi on the chore of talking and the 

necessity of travel

Words: Björn Halldórsson      Photo: Courtesy of Steinar Bragi

Last year, Steinar Bragi's fifth nov-
el found its way into the English-
speaking world under the title ‘The 
Ice Lands’. It's an eerie read that 
plays around with 
tropes of the hor-
ror genre, although 
the threats that the 
characters face are 
more internal than 
external. For Steinar, 
the apprehensive am-
biguity of the writing 
is a means of captur-
ing his own current 
experience of life. 
 “I always thought 
life and my being in 
this world would start 
to make sense as I got older, but 
it's definitely not happening,” he 
explains. “I've never been as sur-

prised or uneasy about life. I have 
more memories that disorient me 
and feel unreal. Novelistic char-
acters are—I guess—an attempt 

to find grounding. In 
writing, the author 
blows up his psyche. 
The glowing splin-
ters then try to re-
arrange themselves 
into a narrative to 
find wholeness again.”

Everything 
goes

His latest book, which 
has yet to find its way 
into English, is a col-
lection of short sto-

ries titled ‘Allt fer’ (“Everything 
Goes”), which was nominated for 

last year's Icelandic Literature 
Prize. The title is a reference to 
Nietzsche's ‘Thus Spoke Zara-
thustra’. The task of writing the 
collection was an indulgent one. 
“I like the speed of short stories,” 
says Steinar. “They make sense of 
complicated things by approach-
ing them indirectly, and it’s fun to 
write in one voice, one character.”
 Steinar is currently travelling, 
as he tends to do for a large part of 
the year. He explains that being on 
the move is almost an obligation 
for writers: “Especially Icelandic 
ones. We're too few on this island. 
Travelling puts ideas in your head. 
You won’t have anything exciting 
to tell your neighbour when you 
see the same things as him all day 
long, cursing the same weather, 
dark winters and family dramas.”

Passing on
Travelling is also a means of es-
caping the everyday chores of be-
ing a writer and a public figure in 
Iceland. “I’ve usually lost interest 
in the book when it comes to the in-
terviews,” he explains. “You've been 
slaving away through your thirtieth 
edit, and the book has become an 
abstract thing. You know every word 
of it already but then you need to re-
package it and spin it for the media 
and the potential readers. You have 
to redirect all your energy from in-
tense fault-finding into simplifying 
a book-sized chunk of something 
that interested you at the outset 
but you have since passed on from.”
 Still, he doesn't mind talking 
about his craft, but says that the 
dialogue depends on the type of 
writer you are. “I like discussing, 
not explaining or dictating,” he 
says. “A work in progress invites 
creative discussion and I’m all for 
it, but once the book is out I want 
to head in the opposite direction. 
I’m like a baby with shit in its dia-
per: after publishing I want a new 
diaper to run around in but then 
people keep showing me the old dia-
per and asking me what I had for 
dinner yesterday. It just becomes 
awkward for everyone involved.” 

Get Your Read On
The Ambassador & The Good Lover

Words: Björn Halldórsson

Each issue, we take a look at 
two Icelandic titles old and new, 
available in English translation 
at most Reykjavík bookstores. If 
you’d like more ideas, or to read 
more on Icelandic literature, head 
over to gpv.is/lit for in-depth au-
thor interviews, guides, and more  
book reviews.

Bragi Ólafsson –  
The Ambassador 

Being a writer in a country that 
prides itself on having an abnor-

mally high number of writers (per 
capita, anyway) can lead to a unique 
type of neurosis. This existential-
imposter syndrome is the world of 
Sturla Jón Jónsson: a middle-aged 
published poet/building superin-
tendent and long-time sufferer on 
the front lines of the creative arts. 
He has only just published a new 
collection of poetry—one which 
he hopes to be his last as it is about 
time that he turns his attention to 
the more lucrative trade of the nov-
el—when he is accused of having 
plagiarized the work of his brilliant, 
long-dead cousin Jónas. Sporting 
a new expensive frock coat—an-
other attempt at establishing his 

outward identity as a poet—he 
escapes his many woes in Reykja-
vík for a poetry festival in Vilnius, 
where he is sure to get the recogni-
tion he craves, being that he is the 
de facto Icelandic Ambassador at 
the festival. However, the absurdity 
of his interactions only keep esca-
lating, until he has lost far more 
than just his expensive new coat.

Steinunn Sigurðardóttir – 
The Good Lover

Karl Ástuson returns to Iceland af-
ter many years abroad to discover 
that he has been sensationalized in 
the form of the anonymous “good 
lover” in a new novel by an old 
flame of his. The discovery really 
couldn't have come at a worse time, 
as he has returned for the specific 
purposes of reigniting the passion 
he shared as a young man with a 
woman he has not spoken to in sev-
enteen years. Caught in the crisis of 
his exuberant but passionless love 
life, where he makes sure to guard 
himself against heartache by any 
means necessary, he is desperate 
to feel something again. However, 
the depiction of him in the novel 
throws everything into turmoil and 
he is faced with the need to reex-
amine his life through the kaleido-
scope of women he has known—
lovers, mothers, colleagues and 
friends—who have all left their mark 
on him in one way or another. 

gpv.is/lit
Share this + Archives

“I’m like a 
baby with 
shit in its 

diaper: after 
publishing I 
want a new 

diaper to run 
around in.”



Neptún magazine 

Nept ú n c apt u re s  Rey k jav í k 
through compelling photography. 
It’s a biannual publication that 
bridges the gap between photog-
raphy and art, packed full of pic-
tures showcasing the 
diversity of work pro-
duced here in Iceland. 
The brainchild of pho-
tographer Kolbrún Þóra 
Löve, the magazine features inter-
views with prominent Icelandic 
artists and figures. You can buy it 
at Eymundsson or online. AC 

The Fish Company Book 

The Fish Company is an iconic res-
taurant in downtown Reykjavík, 
offering some of the best seafood 
in Iceland. Housed in a beautiful 
building dating back to 1884, the 
restaurant takes diners on a trip 
around Iceland, “without having 
to leave their tables.” You can now 
buy the ‘Around Fish Company’ 
cookbook, which comes packed 
full of seafood, meat and vegeta-
ble recipes so you can dine out at 
home. AC

Empwr Sweater From 
Iglo+Indi and UN Women 

The painfully cute and hip Ice-
landic children’s clothing brand 
Iglo+Indi have teamed up with 

UN Women to create 
the Empowr sweat-
shirt. A l l proceeds 
go to UN Women to 
create sa fe spaces 

for women in refugee camps. 
They’ve made the Empwr sweat-
ers in both adult and child sizes, 
meaning you and your precious 
loin-fruit can look cool as hell in 
matching outfits. Pick them up 
either online or in their stores 
in downtown Reykjavík and the 
Smáralind mall. HJC

Inklaw Hoodie

Inklaw are the streetwear kings of 
Iceland. Long-lined, oversized, but 
perfectly tailored, their complete-
ly handmade pieces are indisput-
ably high fashion but still undeni-
ably street. A good place to start 
your collection would be with one 
of their logoed hoodies, which 
come in white, grey or black. With 
hand-speckled paint, you can walk 
down Laugavegur looking in-the-
know. Pick one up on their web-
site or at their pop-up store at 
Cintamani on Laugavegur. HJC  
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Buy Shit
Back away from the fridge magnets. 

This stuff is better. Last Thing I Bought
 

Name: Amrita Samra    Age: 28  
Job: Corporate floral & Event design  

Last Purchase: Bomber jacket 
Photo & Text: Johanna Eriksson

gpv.is/buyshit

Hafnarstræti 1–3 / Tel. 555 2900 / saetasvinid.is

ICELANDIC GASTROPUB

LOCAL
FOOD AND BEER

Tasty and fun food made with fresh and local Icelandic ingredients.

We o�er a unique selection of Icelandic beer – 20 bottled, 10 on draft,
and artisan cocktails to enjoy alongside the food.

Open 11:30–23:30 

Drop by for lunch, late lunch, dinner or drinks in a casual and fun atmosphere.



Find the best 
food in Iceland!

Download our 
free dining 

app, CRAVING on 
the Apple and 

Android stores

Surf & Earth
Rosenberg is reborn as a sanctuary for the 

restaurant scene
 

Words: Ragnar Egillson  Photo: Varvara Lozenko

Entering Rosenberg, I’m greeted 
with mannequin heads salvaged 
from the recently closed hair sa-
lon next door, which closed down 
last month. They also brought over 
the chairs, tables and entertain-
ingly kitschy 70s hair model por-
traits. Slithering from the speak-
ers, I think I hear the soundtrack 
from German sexploitation film 
'Vampyros Lesbos'.
 At first glance, it 
might appear that 
the reborn Rosen-
b e r g  R e y k j a v í k 
serves only olives 
and sandwiches. 
Its prev ious in-
carnation was less 
known for gastro-
nomic adventur-
ousness than mak-
ing sure the wine was flowing and 
bands were belting out bluegrass. 
But behind the bar I find two vet-
erans of the Reykjavík nightlife: 
new owners Ólafur Örn Ólafsson 
and Kári Sturluson. Ólafur has had 
a hand in designing the menus of 
every other restaurant in the city, 
while Kári is one of the people who 
gave us the Iceland Airwaves mu-
sic festival. Accordingly, Ólafur 
runs the food and drinks, and Kári 
the entertainment.

 “We just fell in love with the 
location, and those large win-
dows,” says Ólafur of the new en-
terprise. “The possibilities were 
endless. We wanted to keep the 
music alive, but start the kitchen 
at seven in the morning and keep 
service going throughout the day.”
 Rosenberg has subsequently 
become a go-to place for the res-
taurant workers and musicians 

who allow the rest 
of us to party dur-
ing weekends, so 
you might catch a 
M i c h el i n - s t a r r e d 
chef performing an 
impromptu DJ set 
d u r i n g  m i d w e e k 
dow nt i me.  “ T h i s 
was missing in the 
scene,” says Ólafur. 

“It’s why we started our Bran-
sakvöld—’scene nights’—to give 
them a chance to meet after work 
and blow off steam.”

Food pervs
The best way to get to know the 
kitchen is to dig into their week-
end dinner menu. First is a light 
take on the shrimp cocktail: cool 
shrimp, served in a silver chalice 
with lightly pickled cucumbers, 

dill fronds, and buttery sour-
dough croutons. It ’s no-frills 
Nordic comfort food. Next is the 
beetroot soup: a stripped-down 
borscht, with slow-roasted beets 
suspending a delicately smoked 
langoustine. It’s a surf and turf 
combo made in heaven. 
 Their vegan dish is a roasted 
and puréed rutabaga served with 
an oil and pickle juice emulsion 
and shreds of dried dulse. It’s great 
to see this essential ingredient in 
the Icelandic kjötsúpa (lamb stew) 
given the main stage. Any vegeta-
ble hardy enough to grow outdoors 
in Iceland has earned its place.
 A sure-fire bet is the plaice on 
the bone with butter, capers, and 
flat leaf parsley—all that’s needed 
for this winged North Atlantic fla-
vour vehicle. If the bones bother 
you, try thinking of it as the buf-
falo wing of the sea. Or just be a 
grown-up and eat the damn thing.
 Dessert is a slice of chocolate 
cake so dense and decadent it re-
quires hiding your face with an 
ortolan napkin. It’s supplied by Ju-
lia & Julia—the type of collabora-
tive effort we could use more of 
in the Reykjavík restaurant scene. 
And there’s more innovation to 
come: “We will be rolling out a 
dinner-and-a-show thing soon,” 
says Kári. “There’ll be a burlesque 
cabaret, and I’m building a pervy 
menu to match, like the ‘oyster 
shot’—an oyster on a concen-
trated bloody Mary. And we just 
want to continue to cater to a wide 
group of food pervs, music fans, 
beer nerds, and cocktail geeks.” 

R E S T A U R A N T
w  w  w  .  b  a  n  t  h  a  i  .  i  s

 L a u g a v e g u r  1 3 0
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BanThai
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FISH panS 

icelandic "plokkfiskur"  
Onion, garlic, potatoes, celery, lime,  

white wine, cream and butter 
1,850 isk

 
plaice  

Tomatoes, capers, parsley,  
lemon and butter

2,100 isk

arcTic cHar  
Honey, almonds, cherry tomatoes,

lemon and butter
2,100 isk

salmon 
(lacTose–free)

Parsnip, broccoli, cashews,  
coconut oil, chili and lemon

2,100 isk

our fisH pans are always
served wiTH buTTer–fried

icelandic poTaToes & fresH salad

deSSertS

carroT cake
Cognac cream cheese frosting

and roasted coconut flakes
1,550 isk

créme caramel
Classic egg custard with baked  

white chocolate and strawberries
1,550 isk

any pans
for

luncH?

lækjargaTa 6b, 101 rvk · 546 0095 · messinn@messinn.com

“There’ll be 
a burlesque 
cabaret and 

I’m building a 
pervy menu to 

match.”

Food



The Classless 
Society Of The First 

Icelandic Diner  
Lunch on the harbour at Kaffivagnin

 

Words: Björn Teitson  Photo: Varvara Lozenko 

Reykjavík’s old harbour area Grandi 
has gone through a rapid transfor-
mation in recent years, with new 
restaurants and 
bars popping up al-
most every month, 
it seems. Art gal-
leries, museums, 
and delicatessens 
of various kinds. 
To put it in modern 
terms, Grandi has 
been gentrified. 
With a capital G. 
 And don’t get 
me w rong, ver y 
few people would 
see anything wrong with that. 
The streets are clean and acces-
sible and there are heaps of things 
to do, try and taste. But before 
all that, there was only one place 
to go. The oldest operating res-
taurant in the country, no less. 

Literal wagon
Starting in 1935, Kaffivagninn, 
which translates to “The Coffee 
Wagon,” was a literal wagon, to 
begin with. People would sit in the 

back of a modest truck and drink 
their transparently brewed cup of 
joe. For decades, it was the only res-

taurant in the har-
bour area—a place 
where dockworkers, 
fishermen, politi-
cians, vagrants, art-
ists, students, and 
basically anyone 
could meet up in a 
classless environ-
ment, drinking cof-
fee by the gallon, in 
essentially the first 
and one of very few 
Icelandic diners.

 Kaffivagninn has been oper-
ated by the same family since the 
early 80s, but went through some 
changes in recent years, all posi-
tive—most significantly a liquor 
license and a brand-new deck with 
a magnificent view 
of the harbour and 
Harpa. The menu 
has stayed true to the 
people who frequent 
the place. Seafood and smørrebrød, 
breakfast and brunch, pancakes and 
pies. Comfort food, the way your 

grandmother made. Simply does it. 

Something real
My companion and I came during 
lunch hour, which usually lasts until 
3pm. His choice was the fish soup 
of Odin (2290 ISK), mine the fish 
& chips with three different sauces 
(2590 ISK). The soup was and de-
licious, consisting of mixed sea-
food such as cod, Arctic char and 
shrimps, along with fresh julienne-
cut scallions and carrots. Whipped 
cream on top, classic. The fish and 
chips was another very presentable 
and generously served dish—per-
fectly cooked fish, crisp on the out-
side, yet flaky on the inside—as it 
should be. The fries were the Mc-
Donald’s standard cut kind—British 
chips would have been better. A lem-
on wedge was there to be squeezed 
but I would love to see some malt 
vinegar in Iceland one day. That 
said, I’m pretty sure Kaffivagninn 
is not out to emulate anything… this 
is how they’ve always done it. 
 And that’s the beauty of this 
place—It’s uniqueness is simplic-
ity. It’s down to earth. Had Bruce 
Springsteen been born in Iceland, 
he would have written a song about 
Kaffivagninn, where everyone is 
equal. Where small-time crooks 
cook up their ill-fated schemes, 
rubbing shoulders with opera sing-

ers recuperating af-
ter a night out. And 
despite the gentri-
fication of the area, 
well… it still looks 

and feels like something authentic. 
Like something real.  

1 0 1  Ó Ð I N S T O R G  R E Y K J A V Í K  Í S L A N D  S N A P S B I S T R O . I S
s n a p s b i s t r o @ s n a p s b i s t r o . i s  + 3 5 4  5 1 1 6 6 7 7

F R E N C H  O N I O N  S O U P
I c e l a n d i c  Í s b ú i  c h e e s e ,  c r o û t o n s

2 . 3 0 0 . k r

M O U L E S  M A R I N I È R E S
s t e a m e d  m u s s e l s  f r o m  B r e i ð a f j ö r ð u r

2 . 4 0 0 . k r

F I S H  O F  T H E  D A Y
c h e f ´ s  s p e c i a l

3 . 8 0 0 . k r

E s t .  2 0 1 2R e y k j a v i k

“Had Bruce 
Springsteen 
been born in 
Iceland, he 
would have 

written a song 
about Kaf-
fivagninn.”
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The Faroe Islands—an archipelago 
of eighteen rocky, mountainous 
isles that lie strewn in the middle 
of the Atlantic Ocean—have an im-
peccable sense of drama. Look in 
any direction at almost any time 
and you'll see a strangely poised 
slice of land jutting 
up from the water at 
an extreme angle, or 
a distant headland 
vanishing into the 
thick blanket of fog 
that often cloaks the 
country. The islands 
are the stark result of 
a turbulent volcanic 
history—if the land-
mass of Iceland is a 
teenager, having been 
born approximately 
16-18 million years 
ago, the Faroe Islands 
are thought to be in 
their fifties.
 We exit the tiny air-
port on Vágar island 
under spitting rain 
and low clouds. To the 
west, the serrated cliff 
of Tindhólmur stabs skyward from 
the waves at 45º, like the spiky spine 
of a fallen behemoth. A huge basalt 
arch and a towering vertical sea 
stack stand nearby. There’s no gen-
tle introduction to the Faroes—it’s 
an immediately vivid, immersive 
environment.

Eerily familiar
Just north of the airport lies the 
hamlet of Gásadalur—a handful 
buildings standing huddled on a 
shelf between the mountains and 
the coastal cliffs. A river plunges 
straight off this narrow ledge and 
crashes down into the sea. In other 
countries, Mulafossur would be 
heralded by a visitor centre, but in 
the pleasingly untouched Faroes 
there’s just a gravel layby and a 
vague path trailing off towards the 
waterfall.
 The village has a single recently 
opened café where we’re served 
skerpikjøt (“sharp meat”), a type 

of traditional wind-dried mutton 
that’s hung in a ventilated shed, or 
“hjallur,” for five to nine months. 
Served in thick slices on rye bread, 
its pungent aroma and overwhelm-
ing flavour are strong enough to 
bring tears to my eyes. 

 The taste stays 
with me for much 
of the drive to 
the capital city of 
Tórshavn, during 
which the Faroes 
start to seem ee-
rily familiar. There 
are Bónus super-
markets, but they 
sell mostly Danish 
products (along-
side ha rd f i sk u r 
and skýr); the road 
signs are almost 
identical to those 
in Iceland, but with 
small differences 
in illustrations and 
spellings, such as 
Skóli (“School”) 
becoming Skúli (a 
man’s name, in Ice-

landic). The landscape of winding 
fjords and vast mountains bears 
a striking similarity to the Eastf-
jords, but with endless small differ-
ences. When we arrive in Tórshavn 
and see a Nordic House building, 
a Smyril Line ferry terminal sur-
rounded by stacked Eimskip con-
tainers, and a Faroese version of 
the late and lamented Reykjavík 
nightlife institution Sirkus, it feels 
a little like a surreal dream of an 
alternate Iceland. 

Melting cathedrals
The next morning, after a ramble 
around the quaint harbour, colour-
ful shops and turf houses of Tór-
shavn, we drive north, passing dis-
crete fishing villages, single lane 
tunnels, and mountain passes. In 
the harbour town of Vestmanna, 
we board a small tour boat, chug-
ging out into the fjord for a look at 
the uninhabitable mountains on 
the west coast of Streymoy. 

 The first stop is a small cove 
with a large freestanding sea stack. 
We reverse towards it amongst 
powerful, foamy waves, spinning 
suddenly behind the rocky column 
and emerging from the other side 
in an alarming piece of stunt driv-
ing. Further out, the sea gets rough, 
and the boat pitches violently—
Japanese tourists slither around 
on the deck, and stoic Danes cling 
to the railings grimly. The view is 
worth it: the western mountains 
are colossal natural sculptures, like 
melting Gaudi cathedrals cloaked 
in green grass, scored and pocked 
by the unforgiving weather amidst 
the screeching, wheeling seabirds.

The outback
Back on dry land, we head east 
to Klaksvík to meet hiking guide 
Pól Sundskarð, a retired extreme 
sportsman. We board a flatbed 
ferry to the narrow, mountainous 
island of Kalsoy, where we hike a 
barely visible sheep trail to the Kal-
lur lighthouse. It’s another dramat-
ic spot: several other islands are 
visible through the fog, and a diz-
zying cliff soars above our heads.
 After a night at Hotel Klaksvík 
we head out to explore some of the 
smaller settlements of Eysturoy, 
starting with the charming fishing 
town of Fuglafjørður, and Gyógv, 

a picturesque village with an im-
pressive basalt ravine. The historic 
hamlet of Saksun has a viewpoint 
down across an expansive grey 
beach with a bright blue lagoon, 
and the church’s turf roof ripples 
in the fierce wind. It’s an unspoiled 
view that evokes the power of the 
elements, the age of the land, and 
the precipitous nature of life on the 
Faroes.

Mouthfuls of nature
The finale is a meal at the revered 
Koks restaurant, which received its 
Michelin star earlier in 2017. In a 
smart, minimal dining room, slate 

The  
Other  
Íslands
Four days of fierce weather and fine dining in the Faroes

Hike provided by: hiking.fo 
Accommodation provided by: hafnia.fo, hotelklaksvik.fo & hotelforoyar.fo
Special thanks to: visitfaroeislands.com

???????

Words: John Rogers
Photos: Axel Sigurðarson

“The moun-
tains are co-
lossal natural 

sculptures, 
like melting 
Gaudi cathe-
drals cloaked 

in green 
grass amidst 
screeching, 

wheeling 
birds.”
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Distance from  
Reykjavík
794 km

How to get there
Fly from Reykjavík City Airport

4.8

4.9

grey plates are the earthy backdrop 
for an eighteen-course tasting 
menu that focuses on using sea-
sonal local ingredients in an inge-
nious and artistic reinvention of 
traditional Faroese flavours. 
 The opener is a mahogany clam 
so rich in oil and subtle in flavour 
that it causes an involuntary shiver 
of pleasure. It’s followed in rapid 
succession by a profoundly smoked 
langoustine and a queen clam 
with smoked, frothy cod roe and 
crunchy peas. Next is a triathlon of 
fermented meat dishes: skerpikjøt, 
this time sliced prosciutto-thin 
to balance the flavour against the 
sweet rye bread, followed by a pun-

gent ræst soup, then a challenging 
lamb tallow with cheese crackers. 
 After a rhubarb palate cleanser, 
we’re treated to a series of dishes 
that are like edible sculptures of the 
surrounding habitat: halibut stud-
ded with watercress, like a delicate 
wild plant; strips of oily skate inter-
spersed with slices of starchy po-
tato; a swirl of seared cabbage and 
sweet angelica; a meaty slab of salt-
ed cod, like a cracked white slate; a 
fishy fulmar served in a puddle of 
blood-red beetroot. One of the five 
desserts is a bowl of flowers and 
leaves introduced as “some things 
we found outside.” It’s a mouthful 
of fresh, natural flavours, and for 

the second time on the trip food 
brings tears to my eyes, albeit for 
different reasons from the sker-
pikjøt.
 Koks is the meal of a lifetime, 
and an unforgettable conclusion. 
Their revelatory menu provides ev-
ery bit as much insight into these 
islands as sailing the fjords, driv-
ing the roads, and hiking to ends of 
the remote and fascinating Faroes.
  

   SHARE & PHOTO GALLERY: 
       gpv.is/travel

No visitors centre, just beauty  – and skerpikjøt – in Gásadalur

The lighthouse at Kalsoy The opening course at Koks

A local in Gyógv



How to get there:
Fly from Reykjavík City Airport

Couture Knitwear, 
Vinyl Records & 
Design In Tórshavn
Words: John Rogers  Photos: Axel Sigurðarson

 

The Faroese capital of Tórshavn 
is an interesting little place, with 
a historic harbour, colourful sea-
side houses, a busy marina, and 
a bustling little shopping centre. 
We went digging around to find 
some music, culture and a damn 
fine cup of coffee—here’s what we 
found.

Stay: Hotels Føroyar & 
Hafnia
There are several hotel options 
in Tórshavn, depending on what 
you want. If you have a car, Hotel 
Føroyar, on the outskirts of the city, 
is the luxury choice; if you’re on foot 
or want to be able to walk home after 
a night on the town, try the smart 
and central Hotel Hafnia.

Shop: Gúðrun & Gúðrun
The Faroes’ only high-end fashion 
brand  is Gúðrun & Gúðrun, who’ve 
received international acclaim for 
their knitwear. Visit their boutique 
to see clothing that builds on Faro-
ese traditions with sharply observed 
designs and couture flourishes.

Bar: Sirkus
The Reykjavík version of this much-

loved bar, which was also a social 
hub for artistic types, closed down 
in 2007. The Faroese iteration is the 
most interesting and progressive 
bar in town, and will immediately 
feel like home to those of a hipster-
ish persuasion.

Venue: The Nordic House
Each Nordic capital has a Nordic 
House, and the Faroese version is 
one of the nicest. It’s an impressive 
piece of architecture with floor to 
ceiling glass windows, a good café, 
and several gallery and concert spac-
es—there are free concerts at 3pm 
on Mondays and Thursdays.

Gallery: Tórshavn Art 
Museum
In a park near the city centre is the 
Tórhavn Art Museum. Alongside a 
history of the Faroes’ short but rich 
art history, there’s a room dedicated 
to contemporary work. It’s an airy 
series of spaces and, combined with 
a walk in the woods, it’s a soothing 
place to spend an afternoon.

Shop: Tutl
Tutl is the leading Faroese indie la-
bel and record store, specialising in 

releasing Faroese music. There’s a 
lot of folk in the racks, but a bit of 
digging reveals some true oddities, 
such as the digital punk of Power 
Oyster and the “club-gaze” of elec-
tronic experimentalists ORKA. 

Eat: Koks
Koks is the first Michelin-starred 
restaurant in the Faroes Islands, 
located a fifteen-minute taxi ride 
from the city. It’s a one-off experi-
ence, with an accordingly long wait-
ing list. Plan your trip around your 
booking, if you have to—it’s a special 
kind of meal.

Design: Öström & 
Steinprent 
In a repurposed harbour building 
you’ll find Öström—a spacious store 
specialising in Faroese design, from 
clothing, to ornaments, to some 
great jewellery—and Steinprent, a 
lithography studio with a ground 
floor gallery and a first floor work-
shop that’s open to visitors.

Café: Brell
Every capital city needs a nerdy cof-
fee spot, and in Tórshavn, Brell is it. 
They import and roast the beans, 
and as well as good filter coffee and 
French press, you can get a Japanese-
style siphon-brewed coffee, the 
making of which looks like a science 
experiment.

Special thanks to:  
visitfaroeislands.com

   SHARE & VIEW GALLERY:  
 gpv.is/travel

The best of Icelandic produce 

with a nod to Japan and South 

America. Modern Icelandic 

flavours, share plates and award 

winning cocktails.

Sushi Social
Þingholtsstræti 5 • 101 Reykjavík

Tel. 568 6600 • sushisocial.is

Our kitchen is open
17.00–23.00 sun.–thu.
17.00–24.00 fri.–sat.

SOCIALIZE
WITH THE
LOCALS

ICELANDIC
SEAFOOD
makes world’s best sushi 
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Three hundred and twenty-one 
kilometres northwest of Reykjavik 
lies Látrabjarg, the westernmost 
point of Europe, and arguably Ice-
land’s best kept secret. Látrabjarg 
is set in Iceland’s wild Westfjords, 
a stunning peninsula blessed with 
unspoilt nature, mountain roads 
and monumental landscapes. 
 Although it may not seem far, 
journeying to the Westfjords takes 
a lot of time. Unsophisticated infra-
structure and ascending mountain 

roads mean that you’re going no-
where fast, but that's what makes it 
special. If you put a few days aside 
to make the journey, be prepared 
to reap epic visual rewards in the 
midnight sun. 
 Summer is the best time to visit, 
but back away from the booking of-
fice. If you’re travelling to the West-
fjords, book a car and do it yourself. 
That way you’ll have every opportu-
nity to take in your surroundings. 
There’s almost too much to see, and 
I guarantee you will leave feeling 
overwhelmed. If you can’t drive, or 
you’re on a mega budget like our 
friend Michel, fear not. You could 
always hitchhike. 

Hitchhiker’s guide to 
the glacier 

We picked up Michel outside our ho-
tel in Búðardalur (around two hours 
north of Reykjavík). “I’m heading 
to Ísafjörður,” Michel exclaimed 
as he chucked his hiking poles in 
the car. “I love the Westfjords,” he 
continues. “It’s so peaceful. I come 
here to hike.” Michel, a friendly and 

unkempt Frenchman, had been 
travelling around Iceland for eight 
months and decided the Westfjords 
was where it was at. 
 As we approached, crystalline 
glacial lakes reflected the moun-
tains. Just a few kilometres further 
on, the landscape changed again 
into lush prehistoric vegetation. 
I legit went into existential crisis 
mode, thinking about dinosaurs and 
the origin of life. I asked my fellow 
travellers: “When did the dinosaurs 
die again? I’m pretty sure they would 
have lived here.” Silence. 

Midnight friend 
We dropped off Michel, and as-
cended a mountain. Pro tip: If the 
mountain road says 
it’s closed, listen to 
the authorities, for 
the love of God. Four 
whole hours were 
wasted stuck in the 
snow at the top of 
the mountain. It ain’t 
big, and it ain't clever. 
Once we dug our way 
out of the snow, we 
proceeded to Látrab-
jarg cold, hungry and 
grumpy AF. 
 I didn't make a very good travel 
buddy for those long few hours. It 

was almost midnight as we drove 
our way through a colony of Arctic 
terns nesting close to the road (be 
prepared to be attacked in Hitch-
cockian fashion). We made finally 

made it to Látrabjarg 
and I felt like I had just 
climbed Everest, al-
though all I had done 
was sit in a car for sev-
en hours and snack. 
It was midnight and 
my troubles were 
washed away. The 
sun kissed the sea as 
I approached the cliff 
edge. Puffins danced 
above my head—I was 
in my element. I sat on 

the ground wrapped in a blanket, 
unable to see another human be-

ing. I did, however, make a midnight 
friend in the midnight sun—a soli-
tary Arctic fox snacking on the cliff 
edge. Fox gotta eat.  

There’s so much more to Iceland than the airport. 
Look for your next adventures online. They’re hiding in plain sight.
airicelandconnect.com

Adventure 
awaits

Distance from  
Reykjavík
430km
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“If the  
mountain 

road says it’s 
closed, listen 

to the authori-
ties, for the 
love of God”

The Wonder  
Of The Westfjords
Látrabjarg is one of Iceland’s best kept secrets 

A foxy fox, foxing

A puffy puffin, puffingA hikey hiker, hiking



Island Life
News From The Countryside
Words: Paul Fontaine

Things To Do Outside Reykjavík

Road Trip:  
Kjolur

Iceland’s highland desert is open to 
cars only during summer, and even 
then, you’ll need something heavy 
duty for this rocky, dusty, unpaved 
track. The reward is worth it: you’ll 
cross lava fields, white rivers, and 
yawning, empty plains, with distant 
glaciers visible on all sides. Camp at 
the Hveravellir geothermal oasis and 
have a soak in the natural hot pot, and 
hike the Strýtur route to circle the lip 
of a spectacular volcano crater. JR 

Hike:  
Fimmvörðuháls

The Fimmvörðuháls hiking route 
is not for the faint of heart. It’s a 
roughly 25 km trail that starts at 
the base of the Skógafoss water-
fall and ends at the Básar camping 
site. You’ll reach an elevation of 
1000m, passing a series of spec-
tacular waterfalls, a highland des-
ert, and a still-steaming lava field, 
before descending into the dream-
like landscape of Þórsmörk. Take 
good boots, hiking poles—and 
maybe a guide, for that matter. JR 

 Town:  
Isafjörður

Off the Ring Road, deep in the 
Westfjords, lies the cultural capi-
tal of the area: Ísafjörður. Around 
the turn of the 20th century it was 
the second biggest town in Ice-
land, and its history is filled with 
witch trials and industry. Today, 
it has a population of only 2,600, 
but it remains a lively town with 
three museums—including the 
oldest row of houses in Iceland—
two bars, and a movie theatre. 
Its houses are old, and its people 
proud. Definitely worth a trip. EÞ

ADVENTURE
AT SEA

REYKJAVÍK CLASSIC WHALE WATCHING

REYKJAVÍK EXPRESS WHALE WATCHING

REYKJAVÍK CLASSIC PUFFIN TOUR

REYKJAVÍK CLASSIC SEA ANGLING TOUR

WITH THE PROS 
FROM REYKJAVÍK & AKUREYRI 

BOOK NOW AT ELDING.IS

Tel: +(354) 519 5000 

EL-01

EL-06

EL-05

EL-04

Classic and 
Express tours 

also available from 
Akureyri.

Daily departures 
available

Daily departures 
available

Daily departures 
available

Daily departures 
available

See schedules on
whalewatchingakureyri.is

Elding Whale Watching Reykjavík . Ægisgardur 5 . Reykjavik's Old Harbour  
Tel: +(354) 519 5000 . elding.is . elding@elding.is

Adults 10.990 ISK
7-15 years 5.495 ISK
0-6 years free

Adults (10 years+) 
19.990 ISK
Min. height 140cm

Adults 6.500 ISK 
7-15 years 3.250 ISK
0-6 years free

Adults 14.200 ISK 
7-15 years 7.100 ISK
0-6 years N/A

Glæsilegur veitingastaður á Hótel Örk. Vandaður matseðill og hlýlegt umhverfi.
Pantaðu borð í síma 483 4700 eða á hverrestaurant.is.

If you’re planning on staying the night in one of those funky shacks up in the High-
lands, you better mind your Ps and Qs. The South Iceland police have announced 
they are going to visit every single one of those Highland emergency huts. Not that 
they’ll be solely looking for people trying to etch “SEND NUDES” into the ancient moss 
(again); they also hope to provide assistance to tourists in need, and to get stuck 
vehicles out of ruts, and so forth. So play nice in the Highlands, and be careful!

While this is normally the section 
where we post lighter, quirky news 
from the countryside, we would be 

remiss if we did not mention the severe 
flooding in Seyðisfjörður and the surrounding area. 

Rivers swelled from rapidly melting snow, forcing 
many Icelanders out of their homes. Property 

damage has been extensive and is still not entirely 
accounted for. Fortunately, there have been no 

reported injuries or deaths. Nonetheless, our 
thoughts are with our northeastern compatriots.

Icelanders in the sleepy 
Hvalfjörður area were 
treated to a shocking sur-
prise when they noticed 
a fleet of warships and 
a submarine sailing into 
Icelandic waters late 
last month. Although the 
operation was actually a commemoration of 
the 75th anniversary of the famed PQ17 flotilla, 
which sailed from Iceland to Russia, no one had 
bothered telling the media—despite both the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Icelandic Coast Guard having spent the 
past few months preparing for this event. No Icelanders were 
reported to have opened fire on the supposed invaders.

Photos:  Art Bicnick



Gunnarshólmi
I’ll Ride Home and I Won’t Depart
Words: Eli Petzold    Illustration: Lóa Hlín Hjámtýsdóttir

“Lovely are the slopes—never have 
they seemed lovelier—the pale 
cornfields and mown meadows.” 
So proclaims Gunnar, gazing upon 
his hillside settlement at Hlíðaren-
di in the south of Iceland. As re-
counted in Njáls saga—perhaps the 
most beloved of the medieval Ice-
landic sagas—the 
hero Gunnar faces 
a three-year sen-
tence of outlawry 
a f t e r  c o m m i t-
ting an ill-advised 
murder. Having ar-
ranged passage to 
Norway, he sets out 
riding through the 
Markarfljót river 
basin towards the 
coast. When his 
horse stumbles, he 
leaps from the sad-
dle and lands, for-
tuitously, with an 
idyllic view towards his hilly home. 
 Taking this pastoral vista as a 
sign, he decides to defy his sen-
tence, despite the fact that remain-
ing in Iceland as an outlaw leaves 
him liable to be killed legally. “I’ll 
ride home,” he declares, “and I 
won’t depart.”

Stumbling horse
Although the sagas are more fic-
tion than fact, Icelanders have dili-
gently identified and preserved key 
settings in oral history and local 
lore for centuries—no less here. 
To this day, a site known as Gun-

narshólmi (“Gun-
nar’s islet”) sits 
in the Fljótshlíð 
region of southern 
Iceland. Even as 
this location has 
remained alive in 
local memory, the 
landscape around 
it has changed sig-
nificantly in the 
millennium since 
the events of Njáls 
saga are purported 
to have taken place. 
The Markarf ljót 
river, which origi-

nates amidst the glaciers Eyjaf-
jallajökull and Mýrdalsjökull, has 
deposited sediment through the 
once-fertile region as its various 
tributaries have changed course, 
rendering the grassy farmland into 
a sandy wasteland. Still, one patch 
of grass remains amidst the eroded 

waste and it is here—so local his-
tory has it—that Gunnar’s horse 
stumbled.
 The early nineteenth-century 
poet Jónas Hallgrímsson, whose 
romantic works frequently invoke 
Icelandic nature, found a certain 
poignancy in the literary and geo-
logical history of this site. In his 
poem “Gunnarshólmi,” he gazes 
broadly across the landscape, still 
verdant and fecund as it was in 
Gunnar’s days. Only after Gun-
nar rides across the world of the 
poem and, glancing back, decides 
to remain, does Jónas return to 
his present moment and portray 
the landscape as the wasteland 
that it is. But pondering the lush 
tract amidst the eroded terrain, 
he sees some “protective energy” 
conspiring to keep this historically 
charged spot as striking as it once 
was to Gunnar. 

Tragic irony
That Gunnar dies shortly after 
deciding to remain only amplifies 
the pathos of this episode. Jónas 
underscores the nobility of Gun-
nar’s decision to accept death in 
his native land—a fact which takes 
on tragic irony in light of the fact 
that Jónas himself died in Copen-
hagen and wasn’t reinterred in 
Iceland until 1946. Perhaps Jónas’s 
untimely death on foreign shores 
only deepens the sense of Gun-
narshólmi as a symbol of unwaver-
ing devotion to one’s homeland.   

60 The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 11 — 2017

SAGA SPOTS

“Jónas sees 
some 'protec-

tive energy' 
conspiring 

to keep this 
historically 

charged spot 
as striking as it 

once was.”

There once was a man named 
Bjarni, known as Bjarni the Strong, 
who lived in Breiðavík by Borgar-
fjörður in the county of Múlasýsla. 
One summer day, Bjarni was out 
in the field in overcast and foggy 
weather when he heard the sound 
of cattle from the shore below the 
farm. He gazed into the fog and saw 
a herd of no fewer than eighteen 
cattle. A small boy ran behind the 
herd, followed by a calf. Bjarni took 
off and ran in front of the herd, as 
he suspected that these were sea 
cattle. When the boy saw this, he 
began egging the cattle on. Bjarni 
saw that first among the cattle 
was an ox with rings on its horns, 
which rattled as it ran. Bjarni and 
the boy raced until they came to 
the shore, by which time Bjarni had 
overtaken the calf. As the herd and 
the boy disappeared into the sea, 
Bjarni turned to the calf and burst 

the bladder between its nostrils, 
said to be present on all sea cattle, 
thus preventing it from returning 
to the sea. Bjarni then took it home. 
The calf, which was a heifer, be-
came a fine cow from which a great 
breed descended in Breiðavík. 

Jón Árnason, Íslenzkar þjóðsögur og 
ævintýri I, p. 129.

MONSTER OF THE MONTH

Sækýr  
- Sea Cow Taken from 'The Museum of Hidden 

Beings' by Arngrímur Sigurðsson.  
Buy the book at gpv.is/dulbk

THE HOME
OF ICELANDIC

SEAFOOD
AND LAMB

APOTEK Kitchen+Bar is a casual-smart
restaurant located in one of Reykjavíks

most historical buildings.
 We specialize in fresh seafood

and local ingredients 
prepared with a modern twist. 

APOTEK KITCHEN+BAR           Austurstræti 16          101 Reykjavík       apotek.is          
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better burgers
by the road

St. Louis bacon burger with fries

GET
DISCOUNT

ÁLFHEIMAR
GULLINBRÚ
NORÐLINGAHOLT
MOSFELLSBÆR

Located on selected Olís service stations

Grill66.is

AKRANES
BORGARNES
STYKKISHÓLMUR
SKAGASTRÖND

SIGLUFJÖRÐUR
ÓLAFSFJÖRÐUR
DALVÍK
REYÐARFJÖRÐUR

NESKAUPSTAÐUR
HELLA
SELFOSS
HÚSAVÍK
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Kristín Eiríksdóttir: 
The Freedom Of 
Being On An Island 
And why the decision to be  
an artist should be a difficult one
Words: Paul Fontaine  Photos: Varvara Lozenko   

Kristín Eiríksdóttir published 
her first book when she was 22, 
a collection of short prose poetry 
and drawings, and has been pub-
lishing every other year for the 
past 12 years now, churning out 
everything from short stories to 
novels to plays. She just handed 
in a manuscript for a novel com-
ing out this fall, and has a radio 
play coming out in August. As 
Iceland’s art scene continues to 
flourish, the seasoned writer has 
a lot to say about the scene, and 
how living on a remote island is 
both challenging and advanta-
geous.

When most visitors to Iceland 
walk into a bookstore looking 
for Icelandic literature trans-
lated into English, they are 
most likely to find either the 
sagas, crime fiction, or Lax-
ness. Why is there a dearth of 
translated Icelandic literary 
fiction?

I've thought about this. I think 
the culture of agents is very 
young. There are agents, but they 
work for the publishers. Whereas 
in the other Nordic countries, I 
would have a publisher, and then 
I would have an agent that speaks 
for me and makes contracts with 
the publisher for me. We have 
wonderful agents in this coun-
try, and they sell many books, 
but it's not a tradition here. Just 
as there aren't a lot of profession-

al gallerists here promoting vi-
sual artists. Additionally, I don't 
think being good at networking 
is very common among writers. 
But while we don't have this tra-
dition, there's also more freedom 
in this country.

In what way is there more cre-
ative freedom in Iceland?

I imagine that belonging to a 
culture that has a long history 
of great artists 
can be trouble-
some. Being in 
a country that's 
more proletar-
ian and sort of 
in the middle of 
nowhere takes a 
certain pressure 
off. So maybe it’s 
good that I write 
in Icelandic, for 
just a few people 
in the middle of 
nowhere—I don’t 
have to wor r y 
about bestsel l-
ing genres and 
also, I get paid to write precisely 
because of how few there are. 
Because the state sees an inter-
est in keeping the language alive 
through publishing a lot of fiction 
that not so many people can read.

Do you think it's gotten easier 
or harder for young writers in 
Iceland?

I honestly don't know. But I think 
it's never easy to make this deci-
sion to become a writer or mak-
ing whatever kind of art, be-
cause by making that decision, 
you have to believe that you have 
something of interest to others. 
In a way, it's an extremely nar-
cissistic and strange thing to be-
lieve. There's something a little 
bit off about you if you come to 
the conclusion that you should 
fill hundreds of pages and that 
everyone else should fill their 
heads with these words. It's a 
crazy assumption. But it should 
be a hard conclusion to come to. 
I don't think that the world is 
filled with great artists. I think 
there's actually a lack of them. 
I think the idea that there's so 
much wonderful art going on is 
just an illusion.
 To elaborate on that: When I 
was studying visual arts in Mon-
tréal I had a professor that I re-
ally adored. Once she asked all of 
us to give a speech about contem-
porary artists that we felt had in-
fluenced our work. Each one of us 

went up and talked a 
bit, but then, at the 
end of the class, she 
told us that she was 
a bit disappointed 
in us. The reason 
was that so many 
of us, when speak-
ing of these artists, 
h a d  e m p h a s i s e d 
their achievements 
i n a  ver y world ly 
way, counting their 
awards and grants 
and successes. The 
professor reminded 
us that awards don’t 
say so much, a nd 

not success either. She felt that 
artistic quality was so rare that 
no matter how well you tried to 
hide it, it would be found in the 
end. She wasn't saying that art-
ists should starve or have a day 
job, but she was just reminding 
us that the work itself is of most 
importance, and that is where 
the ambition belongs. I relate to 

ART

She does more in a day than most do all year

“I don't think 
that the world 

is filled with 
great artists. 
I think there's 
actually a lack 

of them.”

THE HOUSE AT EYRARBAKKI
     

Opening hours: May 1st - September 30th daily 11.00-18.00 or by an agreement
Tel: +354 483 1504 & +354 483 1082   |   husid@husid.com   |   www.husid.com

Árnessýsla folk museum is located in Húsið, 
the House, historical home of the Danish 
merchants built in 1765. Húsið is one of the 
oldest houses in Iceland and a beautiful 
monument of Eyrarbakki´s time as the 
biggest trading place on the south coast. 

Today one can enjoy exhibitions about the 
story and culture of the region, famous piano, 
shawl made out of human hair and the kings 
pot, are among items. Húsið prides itself with 
warm and homelike atmosphere. 

The House at Eyrarbakki

List of licenced Tour 
Operators and Travel 
Agencies on:  

visiticeland.com

Licensing and
registration of travel-
related services
The Icelandic Tourist Board issues licences to tour operators and travel agents, 
as well as issuing registration to booking services and information centres.

Tour operators and travel agents are required to use a special logo approved 
by the Icelandic Tourist Board on all their advertisements and on their Internet 
website.

Booking services and information centres are entitled to use a Tourist 
Board logo on all their material. The logos below are recognised by the 
Icelandic Tourist Board.

SUPER JEEP
DAY TOURS FROM REYKJAVÍK

ICELANDROVERS.IS • INFO@ICELANDROVERS.IS • TEL: +354 587 9999

VIÐURKENND
FERÐAÞJÓNUSTA

CERTIFIED
TRAVEL SERVICE

SILVER-CLASS
ENVIRONMENTAL
UMHVERFISFLOKKUN

Ha�ð Bláa
The Blue Sea

restaurant with a view

483-1000 • hafidblaa.is  
5 minutes from Eyrarbakki 
at the Ölfusá bridge

483-3330 • raudahusid.is  
10 minutes from Selfoss
and Highway 1 in Eyrarbakki
open daily 11:30-22:00

Traveling the south coast or Golden Circle?
Reykjavík

Eyrarbakki
Ke�avík

International
Airport

Vík



the lesson she was trying to give, 
because I find the work reward-
ing in itself. I am so grateful to 
get to work as a writer. If I met 
myself as a kid and shared this 

info, that I now work as a writ-
er, the kid would be so relieved 
and the world would seem less 
terrifying. To me it really is the 
ultimate achievement and from 

there on, it al l just has to do 
with very nerdy details, satisfy-
ing especially for the very aso-
cial. Striving for quality, trying 
to stay in a f low, sinking into 

one’s self, getting a break from it 
all and still somehow belonging 
to it. Of course it is possible to 
have a more testosterone-driven 
approach, to use the fear of dy-
ing as an urge and go crazy with 
grandiosity and compete and I 
can absolutely relate to that as 
well, and that ’s also why I’m 
talking about this. As a remind-
er. The idea of knowingly trying 
to please a broad spectrum of 
readers is nause-
ating.
 We had th is 
fashion after the 
crash of artists 
becoming poli-
ticians. I always 
fou nd that re-
ally infuriating 
because I think 
a r t i s t s  shou ld 
just be artists. 
I mean, if they 
have some social 
or political mes-
sage they want to 
convey through 
thei r ar t ,  they 
should do that. 
But I feel like I'm 
good where I'm 
at. The bureau-
cracy of politics is so far from 
what I do. I'm not going to bring 
any fun creativity into that. It's 
important to realise that as an 
artist, you have a voice, and you 
are shaping society. Especially 
on an island of about 300,000 
people. You don't have to run the 
country. You can just be a part of 
the society.

Since you've been doing work 
in theatre, do you think that 

theatre is becoming more ac-
cessible to working-class peo-
ple, that it's become less of a 
bourgeois pursuit?

One of  t he most i mpor t a nt 
things, to me, that has been 
happening here is that there's 
been more pressure on theatre 
to produce new Icelandic plays. 
We have some wonderful writers 
who are just emerging right now. 

I think we want 
to look in the 
m i r r o r  w h e n 
we go t o  t he 
t h e a t r e ,  a n d 
not necessarily 
see actors play-
ing our favou-
rite novel, even 
i f that 's f ine, 
too. But I think 
the Reyk jav í k 
C i t y  T h e a t r e 
has been step-
ping up when 
it comes to new 
Icelandic play-
w r i t i n g  a n d 
t a k i n g  r i sk s . 
That's a good 
thing. I think 
it's important, 

because it's sort of a form of lit-
erature that's been threatened 
because of this tendency to just 
tell the story we know. I think it's 
important to have theatre that 
is written for theatre. It's such a 
wealthy form of art. I love work-
ing with theatre.  

“It's important  
to realise that as 

an artist, you have 
a voice, and you 

are shaping 
society. You don't 

have to run the 
country. You can 
just be a part of 

the society.”

CIRCUS TENT
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Born In The  
Slaughterhouse

An exploration of violence and crisis in the East
 Words: Alice Demurtas   Photo: Alice Demurtas & Freya Elíf 

When I meet Icelandic artist Frey-
ja Elíf in her eclectic downtown 
apartment cluttered with books 
and paintings, she has just re-
turned from a short trip to East 
Iceland, where she’d 
been working with 
fellow artists Katrí-
na Mogensen and 
Berglind Ág usts-
dóttir on a collabor-
ative project organ-
ised by Steinunn 
Gun n laugsdót tir. 
 T h e r e ,  t h e y 
worked, lived and 
s l e p t  a l o n g s i d e 
five other artists 
from countries like 
G e r m a n y,  S y r i a 
a nd Ma d a g a s c a r 
i n  S l á t u r h ú s i ð , 
Egi lsstaðir ’s for-
mer slaughterhouse, now turned 
culture centre. The brown lake 
Lagarfljót and its dead waters, 
the result of the recently built 
Karahnjukar dam, sparkled mel-
ancholic in front of their windows.

Naturally political
Unsurprisingly, pollution and vio-
lence ended up being the very es-
sence of their projects. “There was 
a constant environmental debate 
going on around us,” Katrína ex-
plains. “People around here want 

to talk about the dam, and that 
makes you think. It’s by mirror-
ing yourself in other people that 
you can have a discussion and 
evolve.” After a week of waiting for 

a dream that would 
show her the way, 
Katrína’s clay sculp-
ture rose and lay 
directly on her own 
mattress, just like 
everything that ris-
es and sleeps from 
t he ea r t h it sel f .
 “I  a m ha rd ly 
ever political but 
I  a l so t h i n k t he 
p erson a l  c a n b e 
very political with-
o u t  a i m i n g  f o r 
it,” Berglind adds. 
Her project for the 
slaughterhouse ex-

plored the idea of human greed 
and its effects on people through 
the concept of water, its availabil-
ity and its increasing pollution. 
Violence towards the environ-
ment becomes violence towards 
people, and the artists didn’t 
shy away from its consequences.   
 “I had a mountain of bal-
loons filled with feathers and red 
paint, and when I shot the bal-
loons with a gun it all exploded 
so the red colour created an ac-
tion painting on the floor,” Freyja 
tells me in her soft whispering 

voice. “It was like a silly fun act 
that left a violent scene in this 
security worker’s stage I made.”

Reykjavík’s creative 
descent

Freyja’s work was unconsciously 
triggered by the recently arming 
of Icelandic police at public gather-
ings. Her most vivid inspiration, 
however, came from the slaugh-
terhouse itself—“this huge house 

of death that’s now very beautiful 
and peaceful,” she describes. “We 
are missing spaces like this in the 
city, so I think there will be a cul-
tural uprising in the east because 
of this cultural crisis in Reykjavík.”
 In the past few years, Icelandic 
artists have in fact been witnessing 
Reykjavík’s dreadful metamorpho-
sis from creative space to grey busi-
ness centre. By cutting funds, rais-
ing rents and taking away spaces for 
social interactions, the powers that 

be are making the once blossom-
ing art scene into a stale shadow of 
itself. Opportunities to bring art-
ists together, however, are the basic 
necessity that artists are lacking.
 “It’s really about creating more 
power in the art society and for 
art in the society,” Freyja ex-
plains. “Working together... this 
is how people discuss ideas. This 
is how culture truly evolves.” 

“We are 
hardly ever 

political, but 
I also think 

the personal 
can be very 

political"

MY SKYR
MOMENT

HIGH PROTEIN – FAT FREE

Freyja, Katrína and Berglind (l-r)

ART



G I V E  Y O U R S E L F 
M O R E  T I M E  T O  S H O P

Arrive early at Keflavík Airport and we will greet you with open arms.  
All passengers travelling on morning flights with WOW, Icelandair and 
Primera can check in from midnight. We have increased our services so you 
can have a lovely last Icelandic experience. Shops and restaurants, open all 
night this summer, so you can embrace the last drops of Icelandic taste and 
feel — and of course Tax and Duty Free.
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To remember her time in Iceland,  
she brings back home unique  
souvenirs that she bought  
at the airport.

After her time in Iceland, Naomi 
arrives early at the airport so she  
can enjoy her last hours there  
before continuing her journey.

E A R L Y  B I R D 
C A T C H E S



Adventure  
Time With  
Rocky 
& Geoff  
Text: Timothée Lambrecq & Valur Grettisson    
Photo: Timothée Lambrecq

Geoffrey Huntingdon Williams is the manager and frontman of the Reykjavík nightlife institution 
Prikið, and a kind of spiritual leader of the millennial hipsters who go there. He and his trusted com-
panion, Rocky the dog, ensure that everything goes by the book in the little bar-empire that Geoff 
helped to build.

LIFE IN PICTURES

Bismút is a daily stop for Geoff, who appreciates good coffee. It’s also close to his home.

No morning starts 
without taking Rocky 
out for a walk. For 
obvious reasons.

Geoff and his trusty canine companion follow  
a friend around the dusty streets of Reykjavík.

After the meeting, Geoff and Rocky stop by at home  
to listen to some music. Then it’s off to the gym.

Prikið is only one 
place that Geoff 
supervises, and for 
a break he’s often 
to be found at the 
Freddi amusement 
arcade.

Geoff and Sindri (also a manager at Prikið) enjoy  
a breakfast at Prikið whilst discussing some business.

WWW.HANDKNIT.IS

• Skólavör›ustígur 19  tel.: (+354) 552 1890
• Borgartún 31  tel.: (+354) 562 1890

Every Thursday in June, July 
and August at 3pm. 
 
This 90 min. walk is at an easy 
pace and starts at Reykjavík 
City Library in Tryggvagata 15. 
 
Tickets are 1500 ISK, avail. 
at tix.is and at the library.

Free for children under 18.
 
FOR THE EARLY BIRDS  
At 2pm every Thursday we 
screen Spirits of Iceland, 
a film on Icelandic folklore in 
the library's 5th floor screening 
room, free of charge.

Dark Deeds
in Reykjavík

A Literary Walking Tour

www.borgarbokasafn.is 
literature@reykjavik.is 
Tel. 411-6100

Join us for 
a fun introduction 
to Icelandic

crime
fiction

and more...
ghouls

ghost
stories
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Húrra, one of the other bars that Geoff supervises, isn’t open 
until 5pm. Geoff uses the time to have a meeting about a big 

party that’s coming up at Prikið (June 30, if you’re interested).

Back at the office—Sticky Studios, which is also the base of the production team Lés freres Stefsson.

All the places Geoff has to check out are downtown 
and in walking distance, like the Punk Museum on 

Bankastrætið, which is only 100 metres from Prikið.
Rocky is not only a professional actor from the movie 

of the same title, he’s also the mascot of Prikið.

After walking around 8 km from the office to the different bars and back again, it’s finally time to relax with the whole family.

Always on the move, Geoff 
never stops managing.

Hafnarstræti 1-3
uno.is

OPEN
11:30–24 FRI AND SAT

11:30–23 SUN–THU

HAPPY HOUR

15–18
DRAFT BEER AND

HOUSE WINE BY THE GLASS
50% OFF

SELECTED COCKTAILS

1.200 KR.

LOCALLY SOURCED
DELICIOUS FOOD

BISTRO & BAR



SALKA VALKA
FISH & MORE

SkólavörDustígur 23  • 101 reykjavík

Steamed Fresh Fish, Traditional Icelandic Fish ‘Stew’, Fish & Vegan Soups, 
Smoked Salmon & Vegan Toppings on Sourdough Bread, Beer, Wine, Coffee & more

Quality Craft Beer

Aðalstræti 9  •  tel: +354 5196455  •  Facebook: Skuli Craft Bar
Sun - Thu 15:00 - 23:00  •  Fri - Sat 15:00 - 01:00

OPEN  daily 12  ̶ 6 pm   FREE ADMISSION 
only 40 min. drive from Reykjavík 

- on the Golden Circle 

    Creating the Self  
 

Finnur Jónsson 
Gunnlaugur Scheving 
Jóhann Briem 
Jóhannes Kjarval 
Jón Engilberts 
Jón Stefánsson 
Muggur 
Snorri Arinbjarnar 

Foreign  
Installation by Tinna Ottesen 

̶  expressionism  
in Icelandic paintings 1915-1945 

SAGA RECAP 

The Saga of Bosi 
and Herrauður
Words: Grayson Del Faro   Illustration: Inga María Brynjarsdóttir

One thing you should know about 
the Icelandic sagas is that some 
of them are not only sexually 
charged, they’re utterly fucking 
pornographic. And equally pun-
ographic. There’s no other way to 
prepare you for what you’re about 
to read, so let’s just get it on with 
the Saga of Bosi and Herrauður.

Getting hard
As with any porn, there is an awk-
wardly long and formulaic intro-
duction sequence. (“Did anybody 
order a pizza?”) And as with any 
porn, we’re just gonna skip that. 
Basically Bosi and Herrauður are 
on a quest to find some magical 
vulture’s egg so the king, Her-
rauður’s father, will pardon Bosi 
for some shitty thing he did. They 
wander into some farmer’s house 
in the woods of Permia, now Perm 
in Russia, where they’re treated to 
nice ale with the farmer’s family, 
including his attractive daughter.  
See where this is going?
 After everyone is asleep, Bosi 
sneaks to the daughter’s bed. Nor-
mally at these points, the sagas say 
something like “and they enjoyed 
themselves” and I then translate 
that as “they boned their brains 
out” or something similar. But this 
one really has to speak for itself, so 
I’ll just quote the published Eng-
lish translation wholesale: 
 “‘What do you want to do here?’ 
she said. ‘I want to temper my war-
rior,’ said Bosi. […] He gave her a 
gold ring and got into bed beside 
her. She asked him where the war-
rior was, and he told her to feel 
between his legs, but she pulled 
her hand back and said he could 
keep his warrior and asked why he 
was carrying a monster like that 
on him, as hard as a tree. He told 
her the warrior would soften in 
the dark hole, and then she said 

he could do anything he wanted. 
So now he set the warrior between 
her legs. The path before him was 
rather narrow, and yet he managed 
to complete his mission.”

Getting wet
I wasn’t kidding. So basically they 
keep at it, during which he asks her 
where they can find this vulture’s 
egg and she tells him all about how 
Hleiður, a noble king’s sister, has 
been kidnapped by an evil priest-
ess whose temple is guarded by a 
vulture. So Bosi and Herrauður 
kil l the slave of 
the temple, shove 
a spear up his ass 
and use him as 
bait to spear the 
vulture through 
the face. Then they 
kill the priestess, 
take the egg, and 
resc ue H leiður, 
w h o  a g r e e s  t o 
marry Herrauður. 
Unlucky for him, 
her brother has 
already given her 
hand away in mar-
riage to someone 
else. 
 I n  o r d e r  t o 
make a plan to res-
cue her, Bosi has to 
do a little recon-
naissance in Per-
mia. So he drops in 
on another farm-
er’s daughter. This 
time, however, it’s 
his “horse” than 
needs to “drink” in 
her “well.” She’s skeptical that his 
horse can handle a “well” like hers, 
but consents anyway. Eventually 
she asks where all the fluids in the 
bed had come from, wondering if 
maybe his “horse” drank too much 

and puked it back up. She com-
ments that she’s never ridden such 
a good-tempered “horse” before 
asking Bosi who he is, thus prov-
ing that Nordic dating culture has 
not changed in basically 700 years. 

Getting off
So she gives him the information 
he need to hatch a plan to save 
Hleiður from her wedding. This in-
volves Bosi and Herrauður killing 
two men attending the wedding, 
skinning them, sneaking in wear-
ing their faces, and smuggling 
Hleiður out inside a giant harp, 
because apparently that’s incon-
spicuous. As they flee, Bosi says 
he has some important business 
to attend to on the way. You know, 
in Permia. 
 So Bosi and Herrauður just pop 
into another farmer’s house. That 
night, Bosi asks the daughter to put 
a “ring” on his “stump.” He offers 
to “plug” her “bunghole,” thrusting 
so deeply that she can feel it in her 

ribs. She is shocked 
and he offers to pull 
out, but she says she 
liked it “as much 
as a fresh drink of 
mead.” She asks him 
to keep going and he 
does until she feels 
too hot, when she 
asks him to stop. 
And he does! Take 
note, bitches. Dur-
ing their break, she 
tells him how he can 
abduct the princess 
of Permia, which he 
immediately does 
and then convinces 
her to marry him. 
 Then there is 
a big stupid battle 
with Hleiður’s rival 
suitors who turn 
into giant bulls and 
dragons and shit, 
which of course Bosi 
and Herrauður win 
anyway. Then they 
each marry their 

princesses and become kings and 
spend the rest of their days tem-
pering their horses or watering 
their bungholes or whatever for-
ever. Yes, their bungholes.  
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Morals of the 
story: 

1. Sex. Lots of 
sex.

 
2. Well, no-

body did or-
der that pizza 
but I’m sure 

someone here 
would be will-
ing to pay for 
it somehow.
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As we watch the salty hell circus that is 
the Trump administration Russian col-
lusion investigations unfold from our 
tiny rock in the North Atlantic, we are at 
once horrified and relieved—horrified, 
because of the way the administration 
has been behaving, and relieved, because 
at least, we tell ourselves, this madness 
isn’t happening here.
 All that changed with a single opin-
ion piece published by Bloomberg last 
month, “Hey, Mueller, You Should Check 
Out Iceland.” In this article, Timothy L. 
O’Brien makes a compelling case for why 
Special Counsel Robert Mueller should 
look into Iceland’s shady financial past 
for clues that could tie the Trump admin-
istration to Russian oligarchs. 
 The main thrust of the article con-
cerns property developer Bayrock Group 

and Felix Sater, “a Bayrock principal who 
was a career criminal with American and 
Russian mob ties and who has remained 
in the Trump orbit,” O’Brien writes, and 
who “helped reel in funds of murky ori-
gin that Bayrock and Trump used for 
projects such as the Trump Soho hotel 
in Manhattan.” As O’Brien also points 
out, one of Bayrock’s largest financial 
backers was the now-defunct Icelandic 
investment bank FL Group.
 Every Icelander knows the major 
points of the story of FL Group. They 
owned enormous stakes in one of Ice-
land’s three major banks, and the invest-
ment company itself was run disgraced 
tycoon Jón Ásgeir Jóhannesson. They 
siphoned in all kinds of money from all 
Iceland’s banks to invest in all kinds of 
ventures, including Bayrock. 
 In fairness, it bears emphasising that 
no one has found any hard connections 
between Russian oligarchs and FL Group. 
But O’Brien recounts that when he spoke 
with renowned corruption hunter Eva 
Joly, she noted that vast sums of money 
were “washing in and out” of Icelandic 
banks before the 2008 crash which have 
largely gone unaccounted for.
 "There was a huge amount of money 
that came into these banks that wasn't 
entirely explained by central bank lend-
ing," O’Brien recounts her saying. "Only 
Mafia-like groups fill a gap like that."
 O’Brien cites other whispers, hints, 
and insinuations from various other 
sources, but nothing constituting hard 
evidence. As it’s newsworthy nonethe-
less, the Icelandic media has picked 

up on this, and it’s very likely making 
people nervous; most definitely, the 
kind of people who were hoping that 
the post-crash investigations were done 
and over with, with all their skeletons 
resolutely buried in the back of the closet.
 All this may end up being a foregone 
conclusion anyway. As O’Brien himself 
admits, hard evidence when it comes to 
Russian oligarch connections to Iceland 
are very hard to come by. They’ll likely be 
even harder to come by some ten years 
after the fact. His column nonetheless 
strikes a nerve with us, and is a sober 
reminder that in this connected world, 
there are no islands.   

NEWS

CITY SHOT

Bloomberg  
Column Suggests 

Mueller “Check 
Out Iceland”

Contributor believes Trump’s Russian 
connection possibly lies here.  

Words:  
Paul Fontaine

By Art Bicnick

DON’T ASK NANNA...

...About  
Tourist Kitch
Words: Nanna Árnadóttir 

Hi Nanna,
What’s the most annoying thing about 
the tourism industry, from your side, not 
ours as tourists? What does the Icelandic 
tourist industry do that is annoying? 
Man In The Mirror

Hi Man in the Mirror,
Well, I really fucking hate those fake 
candy bags that souvenir shops sell. The 
chocolate candies branded as Puffin 
Shit or pink caramel candies called Lava 
Rocks. That kind of thing. These are just 
regular types of Icelandic candy that peo-
ple buy in the supermarket and that they 
then put in gimmicky bags and mark up 
to twice or three times the price for tour-
ists to buy.
I don’t know what’s worse, that this trash 
gets sold to tourists, or that tourists buy 
them.
Nanna

If Route 1 gets closed at Vík, how would 
one travel west to east, the long way 
around? Our trip starts in two months. 
Doing my planning.
Best, Mike Goodwin

Well, it's a circle, so I suppose the other 
way?
Nanna

Don't email: nanna@grapevine.is
Don't tweet at: @NannaArnadottir

West-Iceland
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Once in a 
Lifetime
Words: Björn Teitsson   Photo: Art Bicnick
Two news stories caught my attention during 
the first weeks of the short and bittersweet 
Icelandic summer. They made me think of this 
old chestnut revived by Kennedy in the days 
following the Bay of Pigs fiasco: “Victory has 
a hundred fathers, but defeat is an orphan.” 
 That said, the “victory” of Iceland’s recent 
economic upheaval has but one father, accord-
ing to the tourist industry. The first news story 
that caught my attention was actually one di-
rectly descended from the same industry. Ap-
parently, there is a coffeehouse in Húsavík, a 
lovely small town in the northeast of Iceland, 
that decided that a fair price for a bread bun 
with ham and cheese is no less than 1190 ISK,  
or around $11.55. It must be mentioned, at this 
point, that I am in no way an expert on the 
price development of baked goods or processed 
meats in that part of the country. It must also 
be mentioned, at this point, that the proprietor 
of the business stated that the bun in question 
was no regular bun, it was a ciabatta. 
 The second story that caught my eye was an 
obituary. Régis Boyer, professor of Scandina-
vian languages and societies at Paris Sorbonne 
for three decades, has passed away at the age 
of 84. Monsieur Boyer is not a famous man in 
Iceland in any normal sense. He did, however, 
leave his mark in an underrated, yet decisive 
manner on all of Icelandic society. He trans-
lated the sagas, he translated Icelandic modern 
literature, he paved the way for young poets 
and writers who came to France to seek and 
soak up modernist influences. By chance, this 
remarkable man became an "Icelandophile" 
and we have reaped the benefits.  
 Fathers of “victory?” How on earth did all 
these travelers that “saved our country” hear of 
Iceland? Do they ever ask themselves; how did I 
get here? Could it be because they heard Björk? 
Sigur rós? Did they see all these unspoiled 
streams of landscape in Icelandic movies or 
music videos? Or read some of the best works 
of this nation’s storytellers and poets, through 
people like Monsieur Boyer? 
 If the tourist industry was the revolution 
of Icelandic society post-financial-collapse, 
it’s but a few 1190 ISK ciabbata sandwiches 
away from being like Saturn and devouring 
its own children. Now tell me, are you here for 
the ciabatta, or are you here for the music and 
stories?  

LAST WORDS

OUTDOOR
ADVENTURES
GLACIER WALKS, HIKING & CAVING

VIÐURKENND
FERÐAÞJÓNUSTA

CERTIFIED
TRAVEL SERVICE

SILVER-CLASS
ENVIRONMENTAL
UMHVERFISFLOKKUN

MOUNTAINGUIDES.IS  • INFO@MOUNTAINGUIDES.IS • TEL: +354 587 9999

SUPER JEEP ADVENTURES

icelandrovers.is info@icelandrovers.is · Tel: +354 587 9999 

AND PRIVATE TOURSFROM REYKJAVÍK 2017 - 18

1
www.mountainguides.is

GLACIER WALKS

SÓLHEIMAJÖKULL & SKAFTAFELL

DAY TOURS 2017 - 18 

mountainguides.is 

info@mountainguides.is · Tel: +354 587 9999 

mountainguides.is 
info@mountainguides.is · Tel: +354 587 9999 

GLACIER WALKS, HIKING
& CAVING FROM REYKJAVÍK 2017-18

OUTDOOR 
ADVENTURES 

WWW.RSS.IS  •  +354 497 5000  •  INFO@RSS.IS
USB CHARGING 
IN EVERY SEAT

IN BUS
AUDIO GUIDE

PERSONAL
HOST

DAY TOURS
W E  G U I D E  I N  1 0  L A N G U A G E S

GREAT PRICES ON ALL THE BESTSELLING DAY TOURS

BOOK YOUR ADVENTURE NOW - AVALABLE ASSISTANCE 24/7

DAY TOURS 
FROM 6.990 ISK

ICE CAVE
CLASSIC

GOLDEN 
CIRCLE CLASSIC
RSS.is/GCC RSS.is/SCC RSS.is/ICC

SOUTH COAST 
CLASSIC

PRICE FROM

28.990ISK
PRICE FROM

6.990ISK
PRICE FROM

9.990ISK
AVAILABILITY
EVERY DAY AT 08:00

AVAILABILITY
EVERY DAY AT 09:00

AVAILABILITY
FOUR TIMES DAILY

SUMMERSPECIAL

DISCOUNT

30%
UPTO

“Best company in Iceland”
Reviewed January 23, 2017


	P01
	P02
	P03
	P04
	P05
	P06
	P07
	P08
	P09
	P10
	P11
	P12
	P13
	P14
	P15
	P16
	P17
	P18
	P19
	P20
	P21
	P22
	P23
	P24
	P25
	P26
	P27
	P28
	P29
	P30
	P31
	P32
	P33_fix
	P34
	P35_fix
	P36
	P37
	P38
	P39
	P40
	P41
	P42
	P43
	P44
	P45
	P46
	P47
	P48
	P49
	P50
	P51
	P52
	P53
	P54
	P55
	P56
	P57
	P58
	P59
	P60
	P61
	P62
	P63
	P64
	P65
	P66_fix
	P67_fix
	P68
	P69
	P70
	P71
	P72

