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Let’s be honest about this; the unions 
in Iceland are broken. One of the 
biggest unions of them all, Efling, 
which has 28,000 workers, has rarely 
been on strike since it was formed. It 
isn’t because the workers of Iceland 
have such brilliantly high salaries, 
and are busy sipping champagne and 
grilling lobsters at night. And it’s defi-

nitely not because the board of Efling 
have mastered the “art of the deal.” 
 It’s because unions in Iceland 
have fallen asleep and forgotten 
their purpose. Of course, striking is 
a last resort, and I’m probably over-
simplifying things here. But none-
theless, Fréttablaðið reported in 
the end of February that 26 top 

executives in the banks of Iceland 
together earn more than one billion 
ISK per year, while management 
says that they can’t raise the sala-
ries of those with the lowest income. 
 Well, something is rotten, right?
 About half of workers in Efling are 
foreign. They’re the ones that you see 
working late at night in a snowstorm, 
building some godforsaken house. I 
see these workers myself everyday 
from the window of my living room. 
They start working before I wake 
up, and they are still working while 
I am making dinner for my chil-
dren. They’re keeping our economy 
going, and building Iceland’s future. 
 But times are changing. Now we 
have three non-Icelandic individuals 
who want to become the members of 
the board of the Efling union. These 
candidates are Anna Marjankowska, 
Jamie McQuilkin and Magdalena 
Kwiatkowska. They are the trail-
blazers. You can read an in-depth 
interview with them on Page 12. 
And if you are a foreign worker and 
reading this; Grapevine salutes you, 
and encourages you to vote in the 
election for the board of Efling. 
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Teitur Magnússon 
& dj. flugvél og 
geimskip - Lífsspeki
Combine super 
chill zen-like 
reggae godhead 
Teitur Magnússon 
with out-there 
psych-pop princess 
dj. flugvél og 
geimskip, and what 
do you get? Not 
what you might 
expect. “Lífspeki” 
is a downtempo 
acoustic lullaby, 
with a dreamy 
video where 
the two dance 
through a colourful 
cloudscape. It’s 
a sleepy, mellow 
time. JR

Hermigervill - Disco 
Borealis
Super producer 
Hermigervill 
continues to go 
from strength 
to strength with 
his new wave of 
blissed out retro 
dance music. 
Disco Borealis is a 
psych-house epic 
with keyboard trills, 
pulsing synths, 
and a constantly-
progressing sense 
of road-trip forward 
motion. Play it in 
the car, or dance 
to in Berghain’s 
Panorama Bar. It’s a 
loopy good time. JR

Sykur – Loving None
This evergreen 
party band have 
been absent for 
a while, other 
than occasional 
explosive live 
performances. 
“Loving None” is 
their welcome 
return, and comes 
complete with their 
trademark synth 
hooks and the 
engaging, fierce, 
soulful vocal of 
singer Agnes Björt 

Andradóttir. Give us 
more sugar, Sykur! 
JR

GKR - Nei Takk
Iceland's quirkiest 
and most charming 
rapper is back with 
a brand new banger. 
Produced by Ian 
Boom, “Nei Takk” 
mixes melodic bells 
with a hard-hitting 
bass-driven beat 
reminiscent of 
eastern-European 
trap music. It's an 
intense three-
minute journey 
that’s certain to 
enchant. SR

Múm - Menschen 
Am Sonntag
It’s been five years 
since twinklecore 
merchants múm 
last released 
something, but 
this new four-track 
EP—gleaned from 
their live score 
to the silent 1930 
film classic of the 
same name—is a 
fascinating addition 
to their catalogue. 
Available as a 10” 
record released 
on German label 
Morr Music, it’s a 
collector’s item in 
waiting. JR

STEPMOM - I'M YOUR 
NEW STEPMOM
Jóhanna Rakel, 
familiar to most 
from Cyber and 
Reykjavíkurdætur, 
recently dropped 
the first single 
from her new EP 
‘Valentine’s Day.’ A 
mix of bubblegum 
pop and rap, the 
track features 
seductive vocals 
with raunchy lyrics, 
creating a song that 
is fun and catchy as 
hell. Yes, she’s “the 
new lil' bitch your 
hubby fucking”—
but you're weirdly 
okay with it. SR
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We Salute You, Foreign 
Workers Of Iceland





What Are 
Icelanders 

Talking About?
A round-up of fresh debates, hot topics and crazy 

madness from the past month.

Words: Alice Demurtas 

According to a new report from 
Transparency International , 
corruption in Iceland has been on 
the rise for the past six years. In 
particular, lack of transparency 
and conflicts of interests seem 
to be the main factors influenc-
ing the ranking. Although the 
report still ranks Iceland as one 
of the least corrupt countries in 
the world, its steady rise in the 
index has been cause for concern, 
especially among politicians. As 
Icelanders’ levels of trust in poli-
ticians hit an all-time low, our 
Prime Minister Katrín Jakobs-
dóttir proposed to put together 
a committee, whose job will be to 
find ways to fix the situation.

Þórhildur Sunna

Needless to say, people haven’t 
been too pleased about it, espe-
cially in the wake of a local Child 
Protection Agency scandal. As 
Iceland prepares to apply for 
a seat on the United Nations 
Committee on the Rights of the 
Child, our Minister of Social 
Affairs and Equality has encour-
aged the nomination of former 
Child Protection Agency’s director 
Bragi Guðbrandsson as Iceland’s 
representative. Since last Novem-
ber, Bragi has been at the centre 
of accusations of psychological 
abuse and sexual offences in the 
workplace issued by former social 
workers. The Young Left Greens 
have issued a statement asking 
the Minister of Social Affairs to 
withdraw the nomination, while 
MP for the Pirate Party Þórhildur 
Sunna Ævarsdóttir has used this 
story as an example to explain 
people’s mistrust in politics. “I 
just call this an award for bad 
behaviour, and at the same time 
it’s an efficient way to absolve him 
from these problems,” Sunna told 

RÚV.

Noted Punk luminary Eyþór Arnalds

Interesting things don’t only 
happen at a national level. As 
the time for municipal elections 
draws nigh, political parties begin 
their selection process aimed at 
creating their lists of representa-
tives. The one who has drawn the 
most attention so far seems to be 
the Independence Party. Eyþór 
Arnalds, one of the biggest inves-
tors in media company Árvakur 
(which owns Morgublaðið), 
was chosen by 60% of his party 
members as their leader in munic-
ipal elections. The man, who has 
clearly moved on from his punk, 

Tappi Tíkarrass phase, was made 
fun of for a hilarious promotional 
video where he promised to clean 
up Reykjavík while wearing an 
expensive suit. But the harsh-
est criticism came when Áslaug 
Friðriksdóttir, who currently 
sits in the city council and has 
ended up second in the in-party 
election run, was set aside for a 
younger woman. The two leaders, 
who seemed to have come out of 
a Burberry ad, certainly look the 
part, but the decision has none-
theless caused cries of corruption.

Not an actual child penis

Even more rage, however, comes 
from the circumcision night-
mare that seems to never end. 
Those who are pro-ban claim 
that circumcision is a direct 
assault on the body of the child 
and goes against human rights, 
while religious groups have 
called this a personal attack on 
their traditional practices. After 
rounding up the opinions of local 
and foreign Jewish communities 
(whose input you can find in this 
issue), the Bishop of Iceland and 
the local Imam have thrown in 
their two cents, along with local 
doctors. Visit our website for more 
updates on the matter. 
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At the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics, gymnast 
Keri Shrug needed 
to perform one 
perfect vault 
in order for the 
United States to 
snatch the team 
gold from Russia. 
In her first attempt, 
Keri under-rotated, 
fell, and broke 
her ankle. The 
crowd gasped. 
Undeterred, the 
champion limped 

to the runway, took 
a deep breath, and 
tried again. In an 
amazing display, 
Shrug landed 
the vault, put her 
hands up, and then 
collapsed. As her 
coach carried her 
to the podium, 
America’s pride 
swelled. They had 
beat the Russians. 
Hope was restored. 
 This, however, 
is a feeling 

Iceland has never 
known because 
unfortunately, they 
have yet to snatch 
any Olympic gold. 

No excuses
Over their eighty 
year Olympic 
history, Iceland 
has won a total of 
four medals: two 
in athletics, one 
in judo and one 

in handball. While 
all have been big 
moments for the 
country, the 2008 
silver in handball 
was a standout 
as the team were 
clear underdogs 
who only narrowly 
lost to France. 
In response, the 
nation got drunk 
and celebrated, 
something they 
do whenever 
any Icelander is 
acknowledged by 
the outside world. 
Unfortunately, the 
near-win was a 
one-off and the 
team didn’t repeat 
their performance 
in subsequent 
Olympics.  

 Icelanders often 
argue that they 
don’t have enough 
athletes to win 
gold. A fair point—
similarly sized 
countries have 
not fared much 
better. Belize, with 
a population of 
366,954, has never 
won any medals 
while having sent 
significantly more 
athletes. That said, 
Liechtenstein, a 
landlocked country 
with only 37,666 
inhabitants, has 
two Olympic gold 
medals. Excuses, 
excuses, Iceland. 

Be the exception
Helpfully, the 

Grapevine has 
thought of one 
easy Olympic gold 
for Iceland. Take 
speed skating. 
While it is a terribly 
different sport, 
there are opportu-
nities for acci-
dental victories. 
Australian speed 
skater Steven 
Bradbury won gold 
in 2002 after every 
single other com-
petitor collided 
with each other 
near the finish line 
in both the semi-
finals and finals. 
Iceland could eas-
ily replicate this. 
 Iceland also 
has the 12th most 
guns per capita 

worldwide, so 
why not get into 
shooting? In fact, 
rifle shooting 
is one of those 
sports, like sailing, 
where countries 
that pour more 
money into tech 
always win. Let’s 
finally spend that 
money the bankers 
stole from British 
pensioners!  
If Iceland is still 
uninspired, rem-
ember Denmark 
has won 45 gold 
medals. Do you 
want them to still 
be better than you 
at everything?  HJC

MISSING IN ICELAND

An Olympic  
Gold Medal 

Björn Ingi Hrafnsson has had a pretty 
adventurous life so far. He went from 
being a Reykjavík city councilperson for 
the Progressive Party to starting his own 
media company, Vefpressan ehf., which 
proceeded to swallow up numerous 
media outlets. He seemed to be on an 
unstoppable trajectory.
 However, this expansion soon began 
to fall apart. He bit off more than he 
could chew, and it was not long before 
his company started operating at a loss, 

and the debts piled up. It was almost as if 
he deliberately set out to prove that Marx 
was right about the 
infinite expansionist 
model of capitalism 
being unsustainable. 

You have 
nothing to lose 
but your steaks
Most details of Björn 
I n g i ’s  c o m m u n i s t 
tendencies began to 
emerge when he filed 
fraud charges against 
a n o t h e r  c o m p a n y, 
D a l u r i n n  e h f .  I n 
response,  Dalurinn 
representative Árni 
Harðarsson revealed that Björn Ingi 
offered to pay off 6 million ISK of his 
debts not in the form of actual money, 
but with steaks from a restaurant he also 

owns: Argentina Steakhouse.
 The more mundane and cynical 

amongst us might 
contend that Björn 
I n g i  w a s  s i m p l y 
trying to save himself 
some cash. 
 We contend
 that this is all too 
simple. Björn Ingi’s 
rapid rise and spec-
tacular fall is really 
just a ploy to prove 
capitalism’s failures. 
The fact that he tried 
to  introduce the 
direct exchange of 
commodities without 
the use of money only 
underlines the fact. 

The only thing we don’t know is whether 
Björn Ingi is a Marxist-Leninist, Maoist, 
or some other flavour of communist. But 
a communist he most definitely is. 

Is Björn Ingi 
Hrafnsson A 
Communist?
We try and uncover the truth

Words: 
Paul Fontaine

Photo: 
Wikimedia 
Commons
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Björn Ingi on his former TV show, "Eyyy Yo".

“It was almost as 
if he deliberately 
set out to prove 
that Marx was 

right about 
the infinite 

expansionist 
model of 

capitalism being 
unsustainable.”

Words: Kinga Kozłowska  

A: Tap water in Iceland: pure, refresh-
ing and—as they 
often say about 
the best things in 
life—it comes for 
free. Why, then, 
does this source 
of Icelandic pride 

(and hydration) leave so many new-
comers and tourists flabbergasted 
the first time they come to Reykjavík 
and take a shower? 
 The harsh, sulphuric smell—
which locals barely even notice—
comes up every time you turn on the 
hot tap. I heard a rumour that the 
sulphur is added to the water arti-
ficially, so I asked Bergur Sigfússon 
from the research team at Reykjavík 
Energy to clear this up for me. 
 “The hot water is derived from 
two distinct sources: from low-
temperature areas (Laugarnes, El-
liðaárdalur, Reykir and Reykjahlíð) on 
the one hand, and from high-tem-
perature geothermal power plants 
located in Nesjavellir and Hellisheiði 
on the other,” he explains. “The hot 
water from the low-temperature 
areas comes from deep boreholes 
which naturally contain sulphur of 
various concentrations. Prior to be-
ing distributed, the geothermal wa-
ter is stored and mixed in reservoir 
tanks (such as the ones in Perlan).” 
 “The hot water from the high-
temperature power plants is cold 
groundwater heated by small in-
jections of steam at the end of the 
heating process,” he continues, 
summing up that—in both cases—a 
small excess of hydrogen sulphide 
(the cause of the smell) is needed 
to ensure a complete removal of 
oxygen from the water. This is a nec-
essary preventive measure against 
corrosion in the pipes and radiators 
of local homes and businesses.  

ASK A

Geoscientist
Q: What’s With This 

Eggy Water?
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While Iceland is known worldwide for 
being good at things like bizarre music, 
waterfalls, and banking fraud, the 
country has never really, until recently, 
made headlines for their sporting 
finesse. Sure, the 2016 Euros gave the 
country some pizzazz, but foreigners—
and Icelanders, for that matter—might 
be hard-pressed to remember any 
other notable victories. But there have 
been some. In ‘What Have We Won?’, 
the Grapevine dives so deeply into 
Iceland’s sporting triumphs that we 
emerge on the other side as free-dive 
champions. This issue, it’s the 1991 
Bermuda Bowl. 

*Viking clap*
Icelanders are notoriously fond of 
complicated games. Think about it: 
what other country would create a 
massive online video game about the 
economy? Given this information, the 
card game bridge, which is famously 
difficult to master, seems right up 

their alley. Add in the long, dark winter 
months, where there’s not much else 
to do but stay inside and play cards, 
and you’ve got the right elements for a 
winning team.
 And a winning team is exactly what 
Iceland brought at the 1991 Bermuda 
Bowl, where the country took home the 
world championship with a superstar 
team made up of Örn Arnþósson, 
Guðmundur Arnarson, Jón Baldursson, 
Guðlaugur Jóhansson, Þorlákur 
Jónsson, and Aðalsteinn Jörgensen. 
 The Bowl was a movie-worthy 
underdog story. Upon their arrival in 
Japan, Iceland’s team was considered 
such a long-shot that both Poland and 
the United States schemed to end up in 
fourth place, thus intentionally going 

into the quarter-finals against Iceland, 
who they assumed they would beat 
easily. They didn’t though! We showed 
them, right! HÚH! 

A game for the world
You can find an in-depth analysis 
of the championship game between 
Iceland and Poland online, but no one 
at the Grapevine knows anything about 
bridge, so the information was pretty 
useless for us. It looked impressive, 
but that said, truly the only thing you 
really need to know about bridge is 
that hearts are worth more than both 
diamonds and clubs. Now that’s a 
sentiment the world should try and get 
its head around. 

Words:   
Hannah Jane 

Cohen

Photo:   
Adobe Stock

WHAT HAVE WE WON?:  

The 1991 
Bermuda Bowl 

Icelandic old men prove they still got it 

Have you ever 
heard Icelanders’ 
favourite story 
about the word 
‘kynda’? It roughly 
translates to ‘heat 
up’ and it derives 
from the word 
‘kind’ which means 
‘sheep.’ In fact, 
packing a room 
with sheep in the 
old days in order 
to heat it up was 
fairly common.
 But guess what: 
according to the 
Árni Magnússon 

Institute for Icelandic studies, the two 
words bear no connection whatsoever. 
Instead, ‘að kynda’ only relates to old 
Nordic words indicating heat and fire. 
Even the words ‘kindle’ and ‘candle’ 
derive from it! 
 It’s still unclear whether Icelanders 
are taking the piss or not, but next time 
you hear the story you’ll know what to 
answer. AD
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READER'S LETTER

On The 
Grapevine's 

Vape-
Huffing 

Readership
Hey Grapevine Editorial Team!

My name is Phyllis and I am an 
independent writer. Currently, I 
specialise in drug rehab, addiction 
treatment and health issues. I could 
provide an informative qualitative 
article “Does Vaping Cause Popcorn 
Lung.” 
 I think such a topic might be 
helpful for your audience.
 Looking forward to hearing from 
you,
Phyllis

Hi Phyllis,

Thanks for getting in touch, and for 
your generous concern about our 
vape-huffing readership. “Popcorn 
lung” sure doesn’t sound like a lot 
of fun (although we googled it and 
it turned out not to be as visually 
terrifying as the name suggests). 
 You’re right that vaping issues 
are super relevant in Iceland, and 
especially in Reykjavík, where you 
can unexpectedly find yourself in an 
overpoweringly sweet watermelon-
and-Nicaraguan-coffee vape cloud at 
any time. So, yeah, what can you do. 
It’s just that those vapers gonna vape, 
man, and there’s no way to stop them. 
Probably. 

Yours fruitily,
The Grapevine

A tipsy then-Prime-Minister Davíð Oddsson (left) admires the Bermuda Cup

Grapevine Artist approximation  
of Popcorn Lungs

LÓABORATORIUM

The First 
Casualty  
Of The  
Cod Wars  
1976 was the year the Cod Wars between 
Iceland and Britain ended, but it was 
not without at least one casualty.
 On February 19 of that year, Iceland 
broke diplomatic relations with Britain 
over the Cod Wars and, in parliamentary 
debates in the UK, “the first casualty of 
the Cod Wars” was revealed: a fisherman 
from Grimsby who was seriously 
injured when a hawser—a thick cable 
used in mooring a towing a ship—
was severed by an Icelandic trawler 
and struck the fisherman in question.

“Because we can”

While to many observers, the Cod 
Wars were a matter of a plucky 
underdog standing up to an imperial 
power, opinion was sharply divided 
on the matter in the UK. In those 
same parliamentary debates, Sir 
F r e d e r i c  B e n n e t t  s u m m e d  u p 
the country’s sentiments clearly:
 “Iceland is a small country. Some 
people wonder whether, if it was a 
question of Russia illegally extending 
its limits, we should send frigates 
to protect our fishing boats off her 
coasts. Some people believe that Brit-
ain insists on its rights with Iceland 
because Iceland is small enough for 
us to get away with it. That view is 
widely held in this country. The other 
day the Senate of the United States 
passed a measure stating that it would 
unilaterally extend its limits to 200 
miles. No one believes that we would 
interfere with America if America 

chose to exert that authority.”

Unpopular conflict
In short, Brits were well aware that they 
were pushing Iceland around because 
they could get away with it, and this 
was making the conflict increas-
ingly unpopular with the populace.
Ultimately, Iceland would win the Cod 

Wars in June of that year, and still 
enjoys the expansive fishing territory 
that they use today. But it’s important 
to remember that the Cod Wars were 
not completely free of violence, and that 
the British incursions were not unani-
mously accepted by all of Britain.  

“It was a 
picture-
perfect 

underdog 
story.”

Ky
nd

a
First

THIS DAY IN ICELANDIC HISTORY

Icelandic warship ramming a UK warship because we're awsome! OK Coastgard but still! Peak of Iceland military might!

Words: 
Paul Fontaine

Photo: 
Hohum / Creative 
Commons   
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Visit The Gentle Giants 
up north in Húsavík – The Whale Watching Capital of Iceland

“Fantastic 
 experience, 

worth the time 
and  money”

“Fabulous tour, 
 operated by 
 fantastically 

 enthusiastic staff”

“Absolutely the best 
Whale  watching 

 experience in 
 Iceland”

“Rib Ride - 
 humpback whales 

- amazing!”

“Best whale 
 watching 

 experience from 
the  Safari tour!”

“Big whale speed 
boat - AMAZING”

“Great adventure 
with the rib. Seeing 
so much beautiful 

animals”

HÚSAVÍK
Reykjavík

Akureyri
Húsavík

Tel. +354 464 1500 • www.gentlegiants.is • info@gentlegiants.is
MEMBER OF ICEWHALE – THE ICELANDIC WHALE WATCHING ASSOCIATION

OPERATION STARTS ON MARCH 15TH
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As accursed frozen weather creeps over 
Russia with the deadly, intractable 
purpose of a slowly growing glacier, 
terrified locals are reportedly flying 
Icelandic flags and leaving offerings 
of meat and wine at their windows in 
a vain attempt to appease the Ásatrú 
gods ahead of the 2018 World Cup. It 
will not work. The omens continue 
to appear, all pointing to one certain 
conclusion—the ice age cometh.

Iceland rise in FIFA 
rankings

The squabbling sewing circle of FIFA 
have deemed this month, in their 
continuing infinite wrongness, that 
the Icelandic national men’s football 
team are the world’s 18th best side. 
It’s Iceland’s best ever showing in 
the FIFA rankings, and means they 
leapfrog Wales and Sweden into the 

top twenty footballing nations. While 
that may seem impressive for a country 
of approximately 340,000 people—the 
world’s 180th most populous country, 
from 233 in total—we at Grapevine 
feel that this ranking is inaccurate. 
No other team, for example, rides 
dragons into battle or has a training 
routine  that  includes  wrest l ing 
hangry bears. No other team has been 
identified by Solla The 
Strange as the destined 
World Cup champions 
during a vision quest 
that took place after 
she ate a particularly 
potent Icelandic magic 
mushroom omelette. 
FIFA beware: Iceland is 
coming. JR

Aron’s power 
tattoo 

Iceland’s totemic captain 
Aron Gunnarsson has 
unveiled a huge back 
tattoo of the Icelandic 
crest. The insignia, as well as a shield 
in Icelandic colours, includes the four 
defenders of Iceland—a rock giant, 
a vicious griffin, a raging bull and a 
fierce eagle. All four are rumoured to 
have been in training lately, and made 
themselves available for the first team, 
giving manager Heimir Hallgrímsson 
a couple of selection headaches. Who 
would be better in goal? An actual giant, 
or Hannes “Wild Claws” Halldórsson? 
Only time will tell. JR

Hodgson smited again

Ex-England manager Woy Hodgson’s 
long-suffering wife forced him back 
into the spare room after his Iceland-
induced night  sweats  returned, 
courtesy of the nation’s ‘Wing’d Booted 
Warlord,’ Gylfi Sigurðsson. Woy “The 
Owl” Hodgson—who lost the England 
job after Iceland knocked England out 
of Euro 2016 tournament—was forced 
to turn his head a full 180 degrees away 
from the action as Everton’s midfield 
maestro bedazzled the crowd in a 3-1 
victory over Crystal Palace. Opening 
the scoring with a strike crisper than a 
Reykjavík winter morning, Gylfi’s goal 
was his 17th from outside the box since 
his Premier League debut in January 
2012—more than any current player 
has managed in that period. Húh! GR

Jóhann Berg  
pulverises Pep

Pretentious Pep Guardiola had his side’s 
15-point-lead at the top of the English 
Premier League severed to a meagre 13 
by Burnley’s Jóhann Berg Guðmundsson 
on February 4th. While his teammates 
were eating their pre-match meal—a 
combination of worms and gravel 
concocted by their mad flame-haired 
coach, Sean Dyche—Jóhann Berg was 
in a deep trance, brokering a deal with 
the demon Kólumkilli, whose services 
were secured just before kick-off. 
Despite Manchester City’s dominance, 
they were mysteriously unable to 
add to Danilo’s 22nd minute stunner. 
Jóhann Berg’s devilish deal finally came 
to fruition in the 82nd minute when 
he stabbed home from Matt Lowton’s 

free-kick to make it 1-1, 
leaving a taste sourer 
than ram’s testicles in 
Pep’s pouting mouth. GR

Siberian exile 
holds no fear

A video of KR Reykjavík’s 
w h i t e - o u t  t r a i n i n g 
conditions went viral 
on Twitter in February. 
The blizzard, recorded by 
behatted former Iceland 
Under-21 international 
A t l i  S i g u r j ó n s s o n , 
showed staff clearing 
s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e 

AstroTurf pitch and miniature goals 
being set up. Icelanders, of course, 
are no strangers to adverse weather 
conditions, and should they beat the 
hosts Russia in the knockout round, 
a victory surely wouldn’t be without 
consequences. Still, potential exile to 
Siberia holds no fear for the horde: the 
team have already packed their sun 
cream. GR 

Words:  
John Rogers & 

Greig Robertson

Illustration:  
Lóa Hlín 

Hjálmtýsdóttir

Siberian Exile, 
Power Tattoos, 
And A Giant On 

The Bench
Hot news from inside the 

 #ISL team’s war camp 
 

SPORT
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Ragnar 
‘SHAGGY BREECHES’ 
Sigurðsson
Age: 31 Hometown: Reykjavík Club:  

FC Rostov Position: Centre back 
Special Skills: Leading sieges, 

preaching, skewering attackers, 
liking rotten fish Nicknames: 

‘Shaggy Breeches,’ ‘The Righteous,’ 
‘King Of Skulls,’ ‘The Arch Machiave’’ 

Ragnar Sigurðsson is a burly blockade 
at the rear-end of strákarnir okkar 
(“our boys”), and a fierce defender of 
national pride. As a living reincarnation 
of his Viking namesake, Ragnar 
“Loðbrók ” (“Shaggy Breeches” ) 
Sigurðsson, this modern-day Ragnar 
is supposedly so patriotic that as part 
of his recent transfer, he insisted new 
club FC Rostov serve a ‘Viking’ option in 
the club canteen. At lunchtime on his 
first day, the smell of putrefied skate 
pervaded the club grounds and was 
judged to be so disgraceful that four 
of his teammates handed in transfer 
requests.
  Carving out his career at Fylkir, Ragnar 
then raided around Scandinavia, first for 
IFK Göteborg in Sweden, then Copen-
hagen in Denmark. In 2014, he moved 
to Russian club Krasnodar and after 
notching the equaliser in Iceland‘s 
unholy 2-1 smiting of England at Euro 
2016, he invaded the nation by signing 
for Fulham. As part of his master plan 
to establish a global Norse theocracy, 
Ragnar suggested that Queen Elizabeth 
II should be replaced by Thor as a 
mythological head of state, but was 
grassed up by Scott Parker and exiled 
to Russia again with Rubin Kazan.
  It would be naive to suggest that 
Ragnar‘s time in Russia is a mere coin-
cidence, though, given his reputation 
as a political schemer. Having embed-
ded himself in the Russian psyche, it 
will be the “Kings Of Skulls’” job to 
twist the knife when the time comes, 
which—considering Russia’s pen-
chant for unsportsmanlike conduct in 
recent years—will probably have to be 
in the World Cup final. GR

MEET THE SMITERS

 “Potential 
exile to 

Siberia holds 
no fear for 

the Icelandic 
horde—the 
team have 

already 
packed their 
sun cream.”

ArtisAn BAkery
& Coffee House
Open everyday 6.30 - 21.00

Laugavegur 36 · 101 reykjavik  

Follow our football 
commentary on 

Twitter:  
@rvkgrapevine 

#IcelandSmites
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Choose a sub,
wrap or salad
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Workers' Spring
Meet the immigrants who are aiming for a real change

This spring, something revolutionary 
might happen in the realm of Icelandic 
trade unions. After 18 years of running 
Efling, one of the largest unions in 
Iceland, Sigurður Bessason stepped 
down from his position as chairman 
and eight out of fifteen board members 
are now standing for election. 

 Upon learning 
of the chairman’s 
resignation,  it 
only took a couple 
o f  d a y s  f o r  a 
grassroots initia-
tive led by Sólveig 
Anna Jónsdóttir 
to emerge with a 
fully-formed list 
of eight people, 
including herself. 
Her goal is to get 
on the union’s 
board and become 
the new chair-
man. 
 W h a t  c o u l d 
b e c o m e  a n 
unprecedented 
case is that three 
out of eight people 
from Sólveig’s list 
are immigrants. 
Considering the 
fact that around 
45-50% out  of 
28.000 of work-
ers  registered 
i n  E f l i n g  a r e 
foreigners, it truly 
sounds like a long 
overdue change.

Skilled and educated low-
wage immigrant workers

I meet Anna Marjankowska, Jamie 
McQuilkin and Magdalena Kwiatkowska, 
the three aforementioned immigrants, 
in a dreamy old-Reykjavík-style building, 
which is currently 
hosting Andrými—
a radical social 
centre and a meet-
ing point for local 
activists. Anna and 
Magda are both 
from Poland, while 
Jamie was born in 
the United States 
but has spent most 
of his life in Scot-
land. Even though 
they come from 
different back-
grounds, they share 
similar values and 
a willingness to 
work hard in order 
t o  c h a n g e  t h e 
situation of the 
working-class in 
Iceland.
 Critical of the 
precarious and 
unstable situation 
young people have 
to face upon entering the job market 
in Poland, Anna decided to move to 
Iceland a year and a half ago after a 
couple of years spent studying Cultural 
Studies at the Jagiellonian University 
in Kraków. Currently, she is working 
at a cleaning company during the day 
and takes extra shifts at a restaurant 

in the evenings. “Apart from work, I’m 
attending Icelandic classes 3 times a 
week and I’m involved in local initia-
tives, like Andrými,” Anna adds. “I also 
try to find some time to write articles 
for a magazine back in Poland.”
 After her mother moved here for 
work in the ‘90s, Magda became a 
frequent visitor and finally decided to 
move to Reykjavík herself in 1999. She 
went on to study Icelandic and English at 
Háskóli Íslands and now holds a master’s 
degree in Icelandic translation. She left 
Iceland in 2011 to set up a fashion busi-
ness in Warsaw, but last year decided to 
come back to Reykjavík. “I’m not sure if 
this was a good decision, as I see how 
much things have changed in the last ten 
years,” Magda points out. “I’m working 
at a restaurant now because it’s impos-
sible for me to find a job which would fit 
in with my previous experience and I’m 
paying twice as much for a double room 
flat than I used to pay back then.”
 “I guess I came to Iceland because it 
seems that life is free here. I lived in a 
couple of places before and since I have 
the privilege to choose where to live, 
I think that I want to stay here for a 
longer period, seing that I really appre-
ciate local culture and values,” Jamie 
explains. “At the moment, I’m working 
at a company where I measure landfill 
gas and do research on pollution and 
waste in the context of reducing it.”

The language issue
One of the first subjects we touch upon 
in our conversation is the language 

barrier and how difficult it can be for 
foreigners to keep track of what is 
happening in local politics. “Icelanders 
rarely understand the extent to which 
language can exclude people from social 
life,” Jamie says. “There is an expectation 
that everyone coming here should learn 
Icelandic and of course that is correct, 
but even for those who are learning the 
language, the more detailed parts of 
Icelandic life are often very difficult to 
understand. We need a little help and 
solidarity, in this case, especially coming 
from the workers’ unions.” Anna adds 
that the union should concentrate on 
providing good translations in English, 
Polish and other languages, so people 
who are not fluent in Icelandic can have 
a better understanding of what’s going 
on around them, and learn about their 
rights, which could result in a better 
integration into the workplace and soci-
ety.
 “Right now 45-50% of Efling members 
are immigrants,” Jamie explains. “It goes 
without saying that since half of the 
union’s membership is female and half 
is male, the makeup of the board should 
be 50-50. Why can’t such good practice 
be mirrored in the case of immigrants, 
though? If we constitute half of the 
membership, it seems logical to have 

our representation on the board.”

Unique perspective 
“We are both active workers and immi-
grants, so our perspective is unique. 
We know that we will have to learn a 
lot about bureaucracy in case we get on 
the board and we are up for this chal-
lenge,” Anna says. “My mother works at 
the National Labour Inspectorate back 
in Poland, so I have always been very 
conscious of the labour law. When I came 
to Iceland, I was very happy to hear that 
the unions are so solid here, but with 
time and experience, I started to notice 
that it’s not necessarily the case and 
that there is a lot of stuff happening in 
the workplace that could be interpreted 
as illegal, but the unions aren’t doing 
anything about it.” One of the examples 
she cites is the ‘fixed salary’ system, 
where people are always earning the 
same amount per hour, no matter if it’s 
daytime, evenings or weekends and they 
are not being paid extra for overtime 
hours.
 “You would never have to ask for a 
contract before, it was assumed that 
everything was being done properly,” 
Jamie emphasizes. “Nowadays, you have 
to put some effort in order to get those 
things and even Icelanders complain 
that the situation is becoming worse for 
them too.” He adds that young people 
are the most vulnerable on the market 
because they lack the knowledge but  
young Icelanders are in a different situ-
ation than immigrants—they are not 
afraid to ask questions and they don’t 

have to worry about being looked down 
upon.
 “To be able to present our list in the 
elections, we had to collect members’ 
signatures first, so we went around 
downtown to different restaurants, 
cafés and other places where Efling 
members could work,” Magda tells us. 
“We asked people to sign our list and a 
lot of them were surprised because in 
most cases it was their first interaction 
with someone ‘from Efling’ who would 
talk to them about their rights.”
 Apart from Sólveig Anna and the 
foreign trio, there are four other Icelan-
dic workers on the list: Aðalgeir Björns-
son, Daníel Örn Arnarsson, Guðmundur 
Baldursson and Kolbrún Valvesdóttir. In 
their manifesto, Sólveig Anna presents 
an outline on how Efling, the so-called 
“low-skilled” workers’ union, could 
become a leader in the battle for a radi-
cal change in the working conditions in 
Iceland. They call for economic justice, 
investments in affordable housing, 
democratization and transparency of 
the pension funds as well as a general 
strengthening of democracy not only 
in the union itself but in the Icelandic 
society at large. Could it be the begin-
ning of a revolution? This spring, we will 
find out. 

Words: 
Kinga Kozlowska

Photos: 
Art Bicnick

NEWS

“It goes with-
out saying 

that since half 
of the union’s 
membership 

is female and 
half is male, the 

makeup of the 
board should be 
50-50. Why can’t 

such good prac-
tice be mirrored 

in the case of 
immigrants, 

though?” 

12 The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 03 — 2018

Anna Marjankowska

Jamie McQuilkin 

Magdalena Kwiatkowska

First



G I V E  Y O U R S E L F 
M O R E  T I M E  T O  S H O P

Arrive early at Keflavík Airport and we will greet you with open arms.  
Check in up to 2 ½ hours before your flight so you can have a lovely last  
Icelandic experience. We offer unlimited free Wi-Fi, many charging  
stations and a range of shops and restaurants so you can embrace the  
last drops of Icelandic taste and feel — and of course Tax and Duty Free.
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M O R E  T I M E
F O R  S H O P P I N G

To remember her time in Iceland,  
she brings back home unique  
souvenirs that she bought  
at the airport.

After her time in Iceland, Naomi 
arrives early at the airport so she  
can enjoy her last hours there  
before continuing her journey.
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Remembering 
Jóhann 

Jóhannsson
The short, brilliant life of one of Iceland’s premier 

composers

Words: Paul Fontaine  Photos: Timotheé Lambrecq & GV Archive

It was with a heavy heart and 
shocked sadness that we reported 
last month the death of iconic 
Icelandic composer Jóhann 
Jóhannsson. His haunting music 
has graced the stage, screen and 
cinema, both in Scandinavia and 
the world at large, culminating in 
a Golden Globe award and an Oscar 
nomination for his score of ‘The 
Theory Of Everything’. He was 48 
years old.
 Jóhann’s life is a wonder to 
behold. Born in Reykjavík in 
1969, he was proficient at piano 
and trombone by the age of 11. 
Although he went to university in 
Reykjavík to study language and 
literature, music continued to call 
to him, starting off in the late 80s 
with the quirky shoegaze proj-
ect Daisy Hill Puppy Farm, which 
caught the attention of John Peel. 
 Reykjavík’s music scene being 
as intertwined as it is, he would 
work with many different Icelandic 
bands, and helped found Kitchen 
Motors, a think tank, art group 
and music label that encouraged 
artists across different disciplines 
to collaborate. He would soon 
thereafter launch a solo path that 
catapulted him into the composer 
class. His haunting and elegant 
compositions would end up gracing 
such films as Sicario, Prisoners and 
Arrival. The rest, as they say, is history.
 On this memorial page, we 
spoke with some of the people who 
knew Jóhann, and review his most 
stand-out scores. Rest in peace, 
dear friend. May your memory live 

on in our hearts.

Úlfur Eldjárn, musician, 
Apparat Organ Quartet: 

“Jóhann was an extremely gifted 
and intelligent person, a sweet guy 
and fun to be around. Our time 
together in Apparat Organ Quartet 
was a period of an amazing creative 
friendship. It was the band we had 
all secretly dreamt of. The revenge 
of the keyboard nerds—a stadium 
rock band with organs instead 
of guitars, and instead of a long-

haired singer with star power and 
moves, we had motionless bald 
headed Jóhann and his vocoder, 
stirring the crowd into a frenzy 
with repeated monotone phrases 
such as “Stereo Rock’n’Roll” and 
“Músíka rómantíka y fútúristíka, 
de Íslandía.” It was Jói’s dead-
pan humour at it’s finest hour. 
His talent for writing simple, yet 
complex melodies, riffs and hooks 
was a real gift and his artistic vision 
was so strong and pure that he 

vowed to stop making music if he 
would ever start digging ska. “You 
have to warn me if I start liking 
to ska” he sometimes asked us.
 “It didn’t really surprise us 
when Jói started scoring major 
motion pictures, he had all the 
skills needed and as a serious film 
buff, he had a deeper understand-
ing of the format than most. It was 
incredibly inspiring to follow his 
work, to see how he managed to 
keep artistic control and integrity 
at all levels, yet perfectly servicing 
the needs and purpose of the film. 
To see how he managed to adapt 
his strict aesthetics and musical 
language to a more conservative 
and elaborate form of scoring when 
needed, such as in The Theory 
of Everything. But also how he 
pushed the boundaries, introduc-
ing raw elements of avant-garde 
and underground music to Holly-
wood films. He never took the easy 
way out.
 “It’s tragic that our friend is 
gone, much too soon and a loss 
for the world that we won’t get to 
enjoy his future compositions. He 
will live on through his music, all 

the musicians he inspired and in 
the hearts of his fans.”

Kira Kira, musician: 
“Jói and I had an intensely creative 
friendship which sprouted music 
and playful collaborations across 
artforms that made me who I am 
as a composer today and I know 
our friends would say the same. 
We were music nerds with grand 
ideas and lots of guts to make them 

happen, and the friendships that 
were sparked through the projects 
we produced will continue to flour-
ish with his spirit in our hearts. 
 He was an explorer, a gentle 
philosopher who approached 
sound and music with a wild, 
almost childlike enthusiasm.
The last conversation we had was 
about honouring the legacy in the 
music that happened in Kitchen 
Motors through re-releases and 
archiving treasures that never 
came out. Regardless of how busy 
he was with his Hollywood scores, 
he always reserved energies for 
collaborations and experimental 
music adventures that were close 
to his heart and sparked his inspi-
ration.”

Ólafur Arnalds, 
musician: 

“My favourite Jóhann story is 
when he had spent a year writ-
ing the score for Darren Aronof-
sky's "Mother" and at some point 
realised that the film was better 
with no music at all. He proceeded 
to convince Darren to delete every-
thing. It takes a real, selfless artist 
to do that. To realise the piece is 
better without you.
The most important part of creat-
ing art is the process, and Jóhann 
seemed to understand the process. 
The score needed to be written 
first in order to realise that it was 
redundant. So in my view, Mother 
still has a score by Jóhann. The 
score is just silence... deafening, 
genius silence.”

Óttar Proppé, musician 
and politician: 

“When I first heard Daisy Hill 
Puppy Farm, their sound made 
me think they were numerous, 
rambunctious and huge. In real-
ity, Jóhann was relatively slight 
and quiet. Curious is the word 
that comes to mind. He was 
instinctively curious about ideas 
and art of all kinds. Jóhann and 
I met through music and most 
of our collaborations were musi-
cal. However, most of our discus-
sions and frenzies involved 
literature and cinema. No thread 
was too obscure or too banal to 
warrant investigation. Jóhann was 
informed as an artist and he was 
a perfectionist like no other. For 
those of us who were anxious for 
results, Jóhann’s obsession with a 
single note, oftentimes followed 
and repeated through the night, 
could be infuriating but most 
often paid off. The task took prece-
dence over practicalities; food and 

rest took a backseat. Although our 
work eventually led us in separate 
directions, our discussions contin-
ued whenever we met or got ahold 
of each other. There was always a 
new insight, an unknown work to 
share. Endless curiosities to work 
over that eventually might lead 
to unexpected juxtapositions and 
magic. Dear friend may your magic 
continue. I miss you sorely.” 

The Best  
Of Jóhann 

A composer with an oeuvre as vast and 
glorious as Jóhann’s makes it difficult 
to pin a few standout tracks. So instead, 
we’re taking a broader approach. This 
selection is by no means definitive.

Orphée. Described by Rolling Stone as 
“breathtaking washes of melancholy, 
swoon, nostalgia and mystery”, this is 
probably the solo album to get into if you 
want an introduction in Jóhann’s world. 

The Miners' Hymns. This is the soundtrack 
to Bill Morrison's documentary of the 
history of coal mining in northern 
England. From this unlikely source comes 
a work that Pitchfork called “a halcyon 
autumn record, bathed in inviting half-
light”. 

The soundtrack to Ófærð (Trapped). 
The dread-filled, almost claustrophobic 
atmosphere of the acclaimed Icelandic 
television series is due in large part to 
Jóhann’s soundtrack. A very insightful 
work by an Icelandic composer creating 
music for an Icelandic setting.

The soundtrack to Sicario. Jóhann won 
both an Academy Award for Best Original 
Score and a BAFTA award for Best Film 
Music for this soundtrack. When you hear 
it, you understand why. You don’t even 
need to see the film first to appreciate 
this haunting, almost fragile soundtrack.

Daisy Hill Puppy Farm, “Spray Can”. This 
single from Jóhann’s first band has more 
than just nostalgia value. The dirge-like 
plod of this song is at once compelling 
and deeply moving. People have often 
compared this band to Jesus And Mary 
Chain, and while it’s easy to see why, DHPF 
had a sound all its own, and gives us a 
peek of the composition spirit that would 
inform Jóhann’s later works.
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Apparat Organ Quartet Kira with Jóhann in Kitchen Motors
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Iceland Gets Its 
First Bitcoin ATM

 
Now at Hlemmur Square, you can  
turn your cash to cryptocurrency

Words & Photo: Paul Fontaine   

Iceland's very first cryptocur-
rency "ATM" will be officially 
launched this evening, and the 
public is invited to a party 
to celebrate the event.
 Jason S cott ,  a 
B i t c o i n  e n t r e -
p r e n e u r  w h o 
monitors cryp-
t o c u r r e n c y 
m i n i n g  i n 
Iceland, is the 
mind behind the 
machine, which 
can be found at 
Hlemmur Square 
hotel in Reykjavík. 
 "I've wanted to do this 
since maybe 2014," Jason 
told us. Currency controls 
made it difficult, but now 
that those have been lifted, the law 
opened the way for the machine. 
 The principle behind it is quite 
simple. One simply puts cash into 
the machine, and the machine, 
in turn, transfers cryptocurrency 
to whatever wallet you have on 
your smartphone. Wallets are 
widely available on both Google 
Play and the iPhone app store. 
The machine dispenses not only 
Bitcoin, but also Zcash, Etherium, 
Dash, Litecoin, and Bitcoin Cash.

Not worried about fear 
of the new

Jason is not overly concerned 
that cryptocurrency is still find-
ing its way into the mainstream.
 "Most people don't understand 
how a credit card transaction 
works, or where their money is 
even printed," he says. "If people 
are interested and they want to 
do it, for the novelty of it, then 
this is what I want to provide."

 The machine also made sense 
for Iceland, which most recently 
made international headlines 

for its mining operations.
 "We mine 

a bit already, and 
w e r e  m i n i n g 

about 10% of 
t h e  n e t w o r k 
at one point," 
Jason points 
out. "The busi-
ness case that 

won me over 
was that even if 

locals stop using 
the machine, there's 

enough turnover in tour-
ists who have krónur and 
don't really know the value 
of the Icelandic currency. 

They have to leave for a flight, for 
example, early in 
the morning, and 
they see this in the 
lobby of the hotel. 
That's what sold 
me on this idea."

Security, 
privacy and 
autonomy

Furthermore, the 
advantages of cryp-
t o c u r r en c y  o v er 
state-backed money 
a r e  n u m e r o u s .
 "Privacy is a big 
part of it," Jason 
tells us. "Autonomy 
is a big part of it. 
Security also ties into this." Secu-
rity issues, especially where credit 
cards are concerned, will likely play 
a significant factor given recent 
hacking catastrophes, such as what 
happened with Equifax. If things 

go well with this machine, more 
may be set up at other locations in 
the near future. Keflavík, he says, 
is one of the next logical steps. 

Iceland’s cryptomines
As reported, Jason has been follow-
ing mining activity in Iceland since 
its inception. By his estimates, 
somewhere between 2% and 8% 
of the world’s cryptocurrency 
mining is happening in Iceland, 
but the exact numbers are not 
available. Jason believes the inter-
est in mining in Iceland is real and 
substantial, and has been actively 
recommending to members of 
Parliament that they get official 
numbers on this through parlia-
mentary inquiry. “That’s the best 
way to talk about this,” he says.
 China may shut down mining 
within the next couple of months, 
which presents an opportunity 
for Iceland, Jason says. “Where 
will mining go? Wherever there’s 
cheap electricity, which is here, 
which means we’re going to be 
inundated with people looking 
to exploit Iceland’s electricity. 
Right now I don’t feel like we’re 
positioned to benefit from that.” 
 Part of the money from mining 
could go back into the electrical 
grid and upgrading the fiberoptic 

network through 
a  “c r y p t o c u r -
rency reserve”, 
f u n c t i o n i n g 
i n  m u c h  t h e 
s a m e  w a y  a 
money reserve 
a t  a  c e n t r a l 
b a n k  w o r k s . 
 The inter-
est, though, is 
absolutely there. 
“This could have 
a huge impact in 
Iceland,” Jason 
says. “Or it could 
go askew unless 
we have a real 
dialogue about it, 
involving every-

one in Iceland. Get some accurate 
information on mining activity, 
and get the government involved, 
so we don’t miss the boat.” 
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Bitcoin ATM
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The Controversy 
Of Circumcision

Questions of body integrity and religious 
persecution clash in the proposed male child 

circumcision ban 
Words: Hannah Jane Cohen      Painting: Andrea Mantegna 

A recent piece of legislation seeks 
to ban male child circumcision in 
Iceland with a penalty of six years 
in jail. It’s an issue that’s crossed 
political boundaries, with politi-
cians from the Progressive Party, 
Pirate Party, the Left-Greens, and 
the People’s Party 
all in favour of it.
 I f  i t  p a s s e s , 
Iceland will be the 
f i r s t  E u r o p e a n 
country to ban the 
pr o c e d u r e .  T h e 
debate is heated, 
especially because the ban will 
likely only impact a minuscule 
group, those being the Jews and 
Muslims. 

Unnecessary and risky
“We had had laws since 2005 
banning female circumcision. We 

should have the same for boys,” 
says Silja Dögg Gunnarsdóttir, a 
Progressive Party MP and also the 
spokesperson for the bill. “Circum-
cision is unnecessary, non-revers-
ible and risky.” 
 She references a 2013 state-

ment made by the 
children's ombud-
spersons of  the 
five Nordic coun-
tries, which called 
on them to ban 
m a l e  c i rc u m c i -
sion as they find 

it goes against the UN Report on 
the Rights of the Child. While the 
American Academy of Paediatrics 
(AAP) found the health benefits of 
male circumcision to outweigh the 
risks—but not enough to recom-
mend universal circumcision—the 
ombudspersons argued that a baby 
cannot provide informed consent. 

It’s an issue of bodily integrity and 
whether life with circumcision is 
comparable to life without. Do the 
benefits that the AAP found, which 
include reduced risk of 
UTIs, penile cancer, 
a n d  s o m e  S T I s 
including HIV and 
syphilis, actu-
ally outweigh 
t h e  r i s k s ? 
 “European 
d o c t o r s  s a y 
there are no 
health benefits. 
More importantly, 
it shouldn’t happen 
to children who cannot 
decide what they want.” 
Silja compares it to female 
genital mutilation, “Of 
course the body parts are different,” 
she says, “but the reason we put the 
law in 2005 is not because we had 
female circumcision. We wanted 
to prevent it happening here.”
 How lethal is male circumci-
sion though? Around 117 circumci-
sion-related deaths occur directly 
or indirectly yearly in America, 
which accounts for 1.3% of all 
male neonatal deaths. Compared 
to the number of boys born each 
year here, this works out to a 
0.00294% chance of complication. 
It’s unclear though how many 
of these botched circumcisions 
were performed by doctors versus 
families or religious leaders.  

A question of anti-
Semitism 

Questions of anti-Semitism have 
been raised. While Muslims do also 
circumcise—though they are not 
required to by the Quran—circum-
cision is typically synonymous with 
Judaism. For instance, after the 
2013 report, a political cartoon in 
Norwegian newspaper Dagbladet 
showed a Jewish mother holding a 
blood-soaked Torah while a Jewish 
man stabbed a bloody baby in 
the head with a pitchfork 
as another cut off his 
toes with a wrench. 
T h e  S i m o n 
W i e s e n t h a l 
Centre called 
the cartoon, “so 
virulently anti-
Semitic it would 
make Hitler and 
Himmler weep 
tears of joy.” 
 “A n y  a t t i t u d e s 
toward circumcision 
in Iceland are necessar-
ily reflections of feel-
ings toward Jews,” David 
Bobroff, a Jewish man living in 
Iceland told the Grapevine. “And 
if you think there is no anti-

Semitism in Iceland you 
are, at best, naive.” He 

recounts a story 
about a bicycle 

shop on Hver-
fisgata that had 
a sign which 
r e a d  " J ú ð a r 
ekki velkom-

n i r "  ( ‘ J e w s 
not welcome’). 

‘Júðar’ is a term for 
Jews borrowed from 

the German ‘Juden’; 
the actual Icelandic word is 
‘gyðingur’. It can be trans-
lated loosely as kike, but 

with darker connotations.
 David says that considering 
the number of circum-
cisions in Iceland—13 
from 2000 to 2016—the 
ban is rooted in anti-
Semitism. “I say ‘rooted 
in’ ;  not  necessarily 
‘motivated by’. What I 
mean is that the seem-
ingly reasonable justifi-
cations presented, and 
likely even believed, by 
supporters of this bill, can ulti-
mately be traced back to the treat-
ment of the Jew as The Other as has 
been done for the past two millen-
nia. It is easy enough to propose 

legislation which on the surface 
is meant to address some issue 
when the underlying purpose is to 
target an unpopular, and minus-
cule segment of the population.”
 “Yes, it feels a little off.” Jewish 
comedian Aaron Zarabi notes. 
“Jews are the only people doing 
it. Maybe we should focus on the 
important health problems like the 
Vitamin D deficiency.” He laughs 
but says that he wouldn’t circum-
cise his son if he had one. 

 Silja assures that 
the ban is not reli-

giously motivated. 
That  said,  the 

l e g i s l a t i o n 
s p e c i f i c a l l y 
mentions Jews 
and Muslims 
in the third 
sentence. Silja 

does say she 
h a s  r e c e i v e d 

messages  from 
Jews and Muslims 

worldwide who support 
the ban. 

A newfound 
interest

Others note it’s peculiar that 
Iceland suddenly has a vested 
interest in the UN Convention 
despite having broken that conven-
tion in the past when it came to 
the treatment and deportation 
of asylum-seeking children. This 
group is much larger than those 
being circumcised, so some find 
the government to be picking 
and choosing from the legislation 
the one part that heavily targets 
historically discriminated against 
religious groups. As well, while 
the bill is said to protect child body 
autonomy, there is no proposed 
legislation protecting intersex chil-
dren from unnecessary cosmetic 
surgery on their genitals. 
 The reasons behind the ban 

are complicated and 
upsetting to both 
sides. Children should 
have a right to choose 
what happens to their 
own body but banning 
religious practices is 
a slippery slope, espe-
cially when it is prac-
tically unenforceable, 
as any religious family 

that wishes to circumcise their 
child could easily fly to a nearby 
country where it is legal.  
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Andrea Mantegna, “The Circumcision”, c. 1462

“Circumcision 
is unnecessary, 
non-reversible 

and risky.”

“Questions 
of anti-

Semitism 
have been 

raised. ”

ANIMALS OF ICELAND

The Midge  
Grapevine animal expert Paul gets the midge bug 

 
Words: Paul Fontaine   Photo: Art Bicnick

Iceland has an undeserved reputa-
tion as being a country free of bugs, 
especially biting insects that you 
might find in warmer climates. 
This reputation, like many myths 
about Iceland, is not entirely true. 
One insect is so emblematic of 
Iceland, in fact, that we named a 
whole lake after it.
 The midge, a tiny flying insect 
of many species, is as Icelandic as 
the puffin or the sheep. The lake 
Mývatn is named after them, its 
name literally meaning “midge 
lake”. While there are numerous 
species in Iceland, there are two in 

particular that are most common: 
Chironomidae, also known as 
lake midges, and Simuliidae, also 
known as the black fly. Fortunately, 
they look pretty different from one 
another because one is your friend 
and the other your sworn enemy.
 The lake midge doesn’t bite or 
sting. The most damage they do 
to us is kind of swarm in your face 
on a hot day, especially one near a 
body of standing water, and gener-
ally, annoy you. But they are crucial 
to the ecosystem of Mývatn, and 
won’t hurt you. The black fly, by 
contrast, gets its nourishment 

by drinking the blood of people 
and animals. Their bite, while not 
extraordinarily painful, is exacer-
bated by the fact that, like the lake 
midge, they also swarm. Dozens of 
smaller bites are arguably harder 
to deal with than a single sharp 

sting.
 Fortunately for you, if you’re 
reading this in Iceland right now, 
you’re very likely not going to run 
into any. They won’t start buzzing 
around until the summer, and even 
then, usually only in the country-

side near a lake. They might not 
be as majestic as the reindeer or 
as amusing as the puffin, but the 
midge nonetheless deserves a 
place in the pantheon of animals 
in Iceland.  

Aaron Zarabi

Silja Dögg
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“I love bringing people together. 

▷—□—▷—□—▷—□—▷—□—

When I host the party, I want 

everybody to feel happy.

▷—□—▷—□—▷—□—▷—□—

I’m the type who walks 

around and asks everyone 

if they’re having fun.  

▷—□—▷—□—▷—□—▷—□—

Sometimes I’m just picking 

up the trash, making sure 

things run smoothly.

▷—□—▷—□—▷—□—▷—□—

We like to keep the ticket 

price to a minimum and 

preferably give away food; 

to do this for the people 

who 
support 

us. 

▷—□—▷—□—▷—□—▷—□—

I’m a big believer in community, 

and you need to set an example.”
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Tank up at N1 
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Words: Steindór Grétar Jónsson

Photos: Timotheé Lambrecq
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Flashing lights. The meditative rhythm 
of music blaring from stacks of speak-
ers. A sea of people, entranced by the 
spectacle, swaying to the four by four 
beat. And up front, the DJ, Bjarki—
although “DJ” is a misnomer in this 
case, as he only plays music that he 
produced himself. His face is obscured 
by a cap’s peak, but the concentration 
he applies to his work is palpable as he 
takes the audience on an immersive 
journey through an ever-evolving sea 
of electronic sound. 

▷ — □ — ▷ — □ — ▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —

Away from the stage, Bjarki Rúnar 
Sigurðarson is an unassuming figure. 
We meet at a café in the central Mitte 
neighbourhood of Berlin. He passion-
ately veers from topic to topic, crack-
ing jokes and tossing out ideas. His 
personality fits his music—prolific and 
exploratory.
 In 2015, Bjarki’s first single released 
under his own name became a cross-
over hit played by DJs in the world’s 
biggest clubs, launching him as 
the “next big thing” in international 
techno. But he refrained from joining 
the traditional club circuit, choosing 
instead to release 41 tracks spread 
over three albums in one year with 
cryptically titled names and starting 
his own Iceland-focused label. He’s set 
to return home to play Sónar Reykjavík 
later this month. We talked with him 
about the past, present and future 
sound of techno and the importance 
of community in dance music.

Pots and pans 
revolution

Bjarki’s own journey into music started 
in his early life. “Music was a place 
where nobody told me what to do. As 
a kid, it was more fun than doing my 
homework,” says Bjarki, whose musi-

cal output under the mononym Bjarki 
has thrust him to the forefront of the 
international techno scene. “I listen to 
tracks I made when I was really young, 
thinking “hang on a minute, this is 
actually good.” They don’t sound fully 
up to date, but there’s a lot of truth in 
them.”
 As an eleven-year-old child, Bjarki 
banged on paint cans in the garage 
before getting an actual drum kit. 
After stealing a copy of Prodigy’s 
‘Music For The Jilted Generation’ from 
his school buddy’s older brother, he 
started making music on his computer 
for the first time, fiddling with the 
programmes and taking pleasure 
in his output. He kept at it for years, 
slowly honing his craft. While living in 
Amsterdam from 2009, he completed 
a B.A. degree in sound engineering and 
started releasing under the moniker 
Kid Mistik. 
 “Selling records didn’t mean 
anything to me at the time,” he recalls. 
“I didn’t have any favourite labels 
which I wanted to reach out to. I just 
wanted to make music. Some of it was 
released with labels and people I never 
even met in real life. When the Sound-
cloud era started in 2007, I put tracks 
online almost every day and people 
would send me messages wanting to 
release them. Weirdly enough, some 
of my music was released without 
my permission. I found it funny for a 
while, but just the fact I didn’t know 
the people started to bother me. There 
was a point I didn’t see any reason to 
continue releasing. I still made CDs and 
cassettes for friends, and even started 
labels a few times, but they didn’t last 
for long.”

The stars align

Later on, after a move to Copenhagen, 
Bjarki’s big break presented itself. 
His friend Exos, the seminal Icelan-

dic techno artist, was approached by 
Russian DJ Nina Kraviz, seeking music 
to be released on her new label, трип 
(“Trip”, in English). Nina—a former 
dentist—was already one of the most 
sought-after performers in dance 

music, playing to huge festival crowds 
and enjoying mainstream recognition. 
 Bjarki first met Nina when she was in 
Copenhagen, and his girlfriend at the 
time slipped her a USB stick filled with 
his music. “Nina had a clear vision of 
what she wanted to do with her label,” 
says Bjarki. “She was really enthusiastic 
and passionate, which really inspired 
me. I’ve known Exos since I was fifteen 
years old, and his knowledge of techno 
is Yoda with the force. All the people 
that you’re destined to be with in your 
life come together, and change your 
life forever. The stars align.”

Cucumbers on stage

Bjarki has released six records on 
трип, in addition to appearances on 
various compilations, becoming one of 
the techno scene’s hottest properties 
in the process. Three of those records 
were full-length albums—entitled ‘Б’, 
‘Lefhanded Fuqs’ and ‘Æ’—with tracks 
handpicked by Kraviz from his exten-
sive backlog of music. The label also 
features other Icelandic musicians, 
including Exos, Volruptus and the late 
Biogen. These releases resulted in a 
career that takes Bjarki all over the 
world, playing everywhere from gritty 
clubs to pop-oriented festivals like 
Roskilde and Pukkelpop. 
 The crowds and commotion can be 
a lot to deal with for a self-professed 

“very low profile, stay-at-home audio-
phile”. “To perform at small raves was 
my favourite thing ever, but nowadays 
I prefer playing a bit further away from 
the crowd,” he says. “I don’t want to 
put on a mask or anything, but it gets 

uncomfortable when people stare 
at you like they are watching rhinos 
mating at the zoo. Or you feel like you 
are playing for five people because 
they block everybody behind them.” 
 “One year ago I started taking my 
friend on tour,” he continues. “He’d 
never danced before in his life and had 
no interest in doing so, which is exactly 
why I wanted him as my dancer. His first 
gig with me was at a festival in front of 
10,000 people. We put him in a morph 
suit, with “B” marked on his face. He’s 
220 cm tall and walked around the 
stage giving people cucumbers while I 
was performing. It’s quite entertaining 
and takes the focus away from me for 
a while. He’s now called the ‘B man.’”

Kid in the corner

Bjarki is famous for his prolificacy. He 
composes hundreds of tracks each 
year, the vast majority of which will 
never be released. He likes to finish 
each piece quickly, to stave off bore-
dom, and to move on quickly. “I don’t 
feel you always have to release every-
thing you create,” he says. “I like keep-
ing my music for myself before even 
thinking about a release. To me, it’s like 
a music life diary. People will forget 
what you created, but some will never 
forget how you made them feel. At the 
moment, I’m motivated by those who 
support me, and that’s really what’s 

“All the people that you’re destined to 
be with in your life come together, and 
change your life forever. The stars align.”
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Bjarki bringing light to darkness
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driving me to release more music.”
 His process, as he describes it, 
involves long periods of playing around 
in his Berlin studio, which often doesn’t 
result in anything. “I like to vacuum 
first and then start recording,” he says. 
“A lot of the time I’ll figure something 
out while vacuuming. It’s also good to 
just stare into the air. I once stared at 
a wall for six hours. When I was a kid, 
I’d be put in a time-out, sitting in the 
corner to stare at the wall and rethink 
if I misbehaved. Today it’s a part of my 
routine, I put myself in a time-out.”

The techno tree

So what happens to all this music 
piling up on his hard drives? “I’d like 
to bury the hard drives somewhere,” 
he says, seemingly joking at first. “I’m 
for real going to do that. I found a 
spot in Iceland where I’m gonna bury, 
like, 60 hard drives. I’ve lost so much 
music over the years, extra security is 
needed. Maybe in some years, a huge 
techno tree will grow there, and that 
will be the new thing.”
 Bjarki is set for a rare collaborative 
session in March, having booked some 
studio time in Reykjavík. “I generally 
don’t like doing the same thing twice, 
but I’m gonna take tracks I’ve already 
written and redo all the sound design 
with musicians playing actual instru-
ments,” he says. “It’s almost like prov-
ing to my mom and dad that I’m a real 
musician. What I do is still ‘computer 
music’ to a lot of people, like play-
ing a video game. Mom is still asking 
what I wanna be when I grow up.”

Emotional rave

In colloquial language, the word 
techno has been used to describe a 
wide range of musical styles, from 
European pop hits to repetitive phone 

ringtones. But the term relates to a 
certain style of electronic music origi-
nated in Detroit and expanded upon all 
over the world. What fits into the cate-
gory is a matter of some debate.
 “Juan Atkins used to say that techno 
was the sound of the future,” Bjarki 
says, paraphrasing the legendary 
Detroit techno originator. “It doesn’t 
always feel that way. It feels so rigid 
now that if you paint outside the lines, 
people think it’s not techno. It should 
be able to be so much more. I’ve been 
averse to calling myself a techno musi-
cian because I don’t like rules when it 
comes to music.”
 When his first single ‘I Wanna Go 
Bang’ became a massive summer hit 
in 2015, due to its crossover appeal, 
catchy hook and rigid techno beat, 
Bjarki had the chance to follow it 
up with more of the same. Instead, 
he went in the opposite direction, 
churning out avant-garde breakbeat 
and jungle influenced tracks along-
side emotional rave anthems. “I don’t 
regret it, even though a lot of people 
criticized me for it,” he says. “When it 
first came out it sounded fresh, but 
it wouldn’t be fresh anymore if I only 
released more of the same. Now I have 
fans that appreciate my weirder musi-
cal side and my techno.”

Brainwave music

The track titles don’t make his music 
any more accessible, ranging from 
Icelandic phrases “Fimm Atta Atta 
Fimm Fimm Tveir Tveir” (“5885522”, in 
English) and “Galopinn Muninn” (“Wide 
Open Mouth” misspell, in English) to 
gibberish like “Cyxlobblobs5” and 
“Sdfghiu0yöt0r597dc.” “It’s techno, it 
shouldn’t have a name in my opinion,” 
he says. “You have a song with lyrics 
going “I love you” and it’s called some-
thing like “I Love You, Rosie.” I name 
after whatever it is I’m doing or think-

ing at the time.”
 For Bjarki, music is now his career. 
But perhaps more importantly, it’s still 
a central component of his identity. “I 
sometimes get paranoid that one day I 
won’t be able to make music anymore,” 
he says. “So I want to make as much 
as possible while I can. I have a friend 
who’s been teaching music to a small 
group of people with disabilities. Those 
who were disabled from the neck 
down had to have something taped to 
their forehead so they can press the 
keys. It blew my mind. I’ve done quite 
a lot of research and tried some of 
the technology that’s out there—like 
using brainwaves or eye control—but 
all of it is still in prototype mode, and 
pretty unstable. It got me thinking; 
since music is so important to me, why 
shouldn’t it be accessible to everyone 
else who wants to express themselves 
with music? The technology and the 
hardware exist, but tools for people 
who cannot use their arms and fingers 
are missing.”

Trip to the moon

For three years running, Bjarki, Nina 
and their трип label-mates have 
hosted a full day summertime “Trip” 
party in Iceland. The location and line-
up are never revealed beforehand, but 
the events, to date, have been held in 
remote caves and fields, and featured 
international DJs such as Blawan and 
K-Hand, mixed with local acts.
 “I love bringing people together—
even if I can be a bit anti-social myself,” 
says Bjarki. “When it’s about music, 
and I host the party, I want everybody 
to feel happy. I’m the type who walks 
around and asks everyone if they’re 
having fun. It’s like that with the трип 
parties—sometimes I’m just picking 
up the trash, making sure things run 
smoothly. We like to keep the ticket 
price to a minimum and preferably give 

away food—to do this for the people 
who support us. I’m a big believer in 
community, and you need to set an 
example.”

House with a cave

Bjarki will return to Iceland in March to 
play at Sónar Reykjavík in Harpa on the 
17th of March, closing the Silfurberg 
stage after UK electronica pioneers 
Underworld. “Hellcat are now doing all 
the visuals for my show, and there will 
be something happening on the stage, 
I believe,” he says cryptically. “I’d like to 
show other sides of me musically, and 
I feel Sónar is the type of festival for 
that. But that could all change if Under-
world ends their set with their famous 
‘Born Slippy’ track, then I’ll have to pick 
it up from there.”
 Among the other Icelandic acts 
taking the stage are a few who Bjarki 
has recruited to his own label, the 
weirdly named ‘bbbbbb’. “The idea was 
to start a label for Icelandic dance 
music, he says. “Music doesn’t work 
unless it’s listened to, and that’s why 
we need a community. I’d like to help 
take better care of the scene back 
home and give as much as I can to 
people who have good taste in music.”
 Bjarki’s ties to his home country 
remain strong, in terms of both his 
friends and collaborators, and the land 
itself. “I have to be home,” he finishes. “I 
feel the most comfortable in the coun-
tryside. I’m looking for a house, prefer-
ably with a cave. Caves in Iceland are 
rare and different from other caves, 
they’re made from layers of ash called 
tuff. I think caves are pretty cool.” 
Despite his international success, for 
Bjarki, it’s still all about the Icelandic 
underground.         — ▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ — ▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ — ▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ — ▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ — ▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —

▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —
▷ — □ — ▷ — □ —

The mascot for the "трип to the Moon" party, 2017 Bjarki & Nina after a successful трип party, 2017
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New Currents  
At Airwaves 

Sena Live takes Iceland’s finest  
music festival back to basics

Some interesting news broke this Feb-
ruary when it was revealed that the 
Iceland Airwaves Music Festival—the 
jewel in the crown of the local live 
music scene—had been, in its twenti-
eth year, acquired by Icelandic events 
management company Sena Live. The 
company is well known for handling 
a variety of large-scale events, from 
Sigur Rós and their Norður og Niður 
festival to stadium pop’s biggest Jus-
tins: Bieber and Timberlake. 
 “We’re an Iceland-based company,” 
says Sena Live CEO Ísleifur Þórhalls-
son. “I was an independent promoter, 
and went into Sena full time two years 
ago. It’s been going very well since 
then. We’re basically the only company 
in Iceland doing shows all of the time.”

Making it happen
The news was met with some social 
media alarm, with the festival faith-
ful worrying that Airwaves might 
evolve away from its roots, celebrating 
alternative music, breakthrough acts, 
and—of course—the full diversity 
of Iceland’s flourishing music scene. 
Ísleifur is quick to allay such fears. 
“Because Bieber and Timberlake are 
the biggest shows we’ve done, that’s 
what people remember,” he laughs. 
“But we do everything: local shows, 
pop, rock, comedy, Sigur Rós, Norður 
og Niður... we bring the infrastructure 
and know-how to run shows, but we’re 
always -orking with an artist or brand, 

and it’s our job to help them make it 
happen.”
 Airwaves is the best week of the 
year for Reykjavík’s music lovers. The 
festival’s reputation was built on spot-
ting new talents early, bringing in a 
diverse range of acts from Hot Chip to 
Dan Deacon, The Knife, Caribou, Dirty 
Projectors, Zola Jesus, James Blake and 
Micachu to Iceland’s black shores.

Back to the roots

“We’re very aware of that history,” says 
Ísleifur. “We’re walking into this with 
open eyes. We know that Airwaves has 
been around for twenty years, and that 
people love the festival and what it 
stands for. We don’t wanna mess with 
that. Airwaves started as a showcase 
for Icelandic bands, and we want to 
take it back to the roots, and strengthen 
that side of the festival, if anything. We 
want to get the business side in order, 
but also to maintain what Airwaves 
stands for—and do it even better.”
 The festival plans to do so by em-
ploying a broad range of advisors on 
bookings, and maintaining the festi-
val’s famous downtown vibe. The 2018 
edition will probably skip using Har-
pa, with a single wristband instead of 
specially ticketed shows. 
 “We don’t think Airwaves is about 
landing the biggest acts in the world: 
it stands for something else,” says 
Ísleifur. “The heart of Airwaves is 101 
Reykjavík—it’s walking between all 
the places downtown, meeting people, 
discovering new bands. We want to 
go back to basics. I went to Airwaves 
when it was in an airplane hangar, 
and I’ve always loved the element of 
discovery. Last year, it was great to see 
Sigrid, and I remember the Omar Sou-
leyman show—I just love seeing these 
different kinds of acts over four or five 
days in Reykjavík.” 
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Watch With Baited Breath
ÐYSLEXTWHERE

Until May 1st - 12:00-17:00 (Tues-Sun) 
Museum of Design and Applied Art 

Jónsdóttir will be knitting hats 
rihgt in front of your eyes. What's 
the cetch? All the hats hvae spelling 
mistakes, which is definately a big 
ducking no-no in Iseland. So pick 
one up and wear it with bride. Your 
gonna be just like Shakespeer, who 
redefined spelling forevar, or the 
Americans, how just dont kno who 
to spell. HJC

Leave Grandma At Home
DJ Assault / ALVIA / Intr0beats

9 March - 20:00 - Húrra 

Back in ye olden times booty 
shaking was frowned upon, and so 
it was until modern days. Modern 
days were ushered in in the early 
nineties by DJ Assault, who turned 
Florida and the world upside down 
with his revolutionary style of 
music, Miami Booty Bass. Hits like 
Ass & Titties, Dick By The Pound, Nut 
In Your Eye and more influenced, 
well, everyone. Now everything 
is disgusting and it’s all his fault. 
He’s supported by equally morally 
bankrupt rapper ms. Alvia Islandia 
and Intr0beats, who’s music is the 
only thing off this bill you could play 
for your mother. SHP

Toilet Humour
Who Let The Dagsson?

7-9 March - 20:00 - Hard Rock Café

Potty-mouthed celebrity cartoonist 
and breakout star comedian 
Hugleikur Dagsson takes the stage 
this March to deliver another 
shower of hilarious and irreverent 
shitshows about the minutiae of 
modern life, from dating to pooping 
to Tinder to the Icelandic psyche. 
Australian comedian Jono Duffy—
Hugleikur’s partner in crime on the 
popular Icetralia podcast—opens 
proceedings. As the event states: 
“There will be blood. There will be 
farts. There will be fun.” JR

Ísleifur Þórhallsson, or "Ísi" to his friends,  is the new Airwaves Don

Electric Dreams 
explores the 

realm of Icelandic 
electronic 

music, be it 
techno, house, 

or bass music—
something 

to dance to. 
Alexander Jean is 
a Reykjavík-based 
music enthusiast, 
DJ and student of 

culture. 

Get This Party Started
Axis Dancehall on synth repair, noise pollution  

and music for hot tubs. 
Grapevine Grassroots #4  
Featuring Axis Dancehall, at Húrra 
on March 13th alongside Bagdad 
Brothers, Freyja and Laser Life

Seated amongst countless disas-
sembled synthesizers, Grétar Mar 
Sigurðsson and Atli Steinn Bjarna-
son share an interesting dynamic. 
Together they form genre-bending 
electronic music duo Axis Dancehall. 
The boys invited me to their garage-
turned-music studio to show me 
their recent work, talk about their 
process and give me a glimpse into 
their world. “We don’t know exactly 
how to put these synthesizers back 
together,” Grétar says. Adds Atli: 
“But that’s just a part of the ride!” 
 Atli and Grétar met in Breiðholt—
Reykjavík’s ‘ghetto’—where they 
spent their teenage years strolling 
through the neighbourhood listen-
ing to music. “When I heard ‘Love 
Island’ by Fatboy Slim, it changed 
my life,” says Atli. “The [Breiðholt] 
noise-pollution was also an inspi-
ration for me,” Grétar adds. When 
asked why they make music, Grétar 
yells: “To get this party started!” 
 Their demo album ‘2:20 AD 
2017’—released last summer—is 
a thoughtful and eclectic mix of 
moody electro and breakbeat with 

tasteful house influences. Their 
recent song “Originals” is a power-
ful and drum-heavy track with loud 
and grumpy vocals. “We are really 
into that 80s drum sound that goes 
‘phew!’“ Atli explains. “Yeah, and 
all this like '90s-blast-
from-the-past st uff,“ 
Grétar adds. 
 Axis Dancehall is a 
creative force whose 
story has only be-
gun. “Our new al-
bum is on the way 
and we have a lot 
of ideas.“ Gré-
tar says. “The 
other day we 
s lowe d dow n 
o u r  s on g s  by 
200% and lis-
tened to them 
while soak-
i n g i n t he 
hot tub.“ Atli 
points out. 
Grétar adds: 
“It was an 
i n t e r e s t -
ing experi-
ment!“
 You can 
s e e  A x i s 

Dancehall live in concert at Húrra on 
March 13th at the fourth instalment 
of Grapevine Grassroots, a regular 
mixed bag event of up-and-coming 
local talent. Other acts on the night’s 
program are the band Bagdad Broth-
ers, solo artists Freyja and Laser Life, 
a poetry reading by Brynjar Jóhan-
nesson and ‘Fléttan’, a performance 
by Andrea Vilhjálmsdóttir & Lóa 
Björk Björnsdóttir. 

Iceland 
Airwaves

The first week 
of November, 

annually
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To Icelandic electronic music aficiona-
dos, the annual Sónar Reykjavík festi-
val is something of a “techno Christ-
mas.” In the long-established model 
of Iceland Airwaves, this Harpa-based 
two-day party mixes international big 
name bookings like Underworld with 
the cream of the rich and diverse lo-
cal scene. Whether you’re an incoming 
raver looking to key into what’s new in 
Icelandic dance music, or just an open-
eared festival goer looking for some 
clues on what not to miss, here are the 
must-see picks from the Grapevine 
music team.

Andartak
Andartak is an emerging artist who 
has quickly announced himself as one 
to watch. His live sets somehow man-
age to put you in a grounded medi-
tative state, while simultaneously 
taking you off into space. In the past 
two years, he has been releasing with 
Möller Records and Swedish alterna-
tive house label Wrong House, and had 
opened a label night for the Reykjavík/
Berlin-based Sweaty Records in Janu-
ary. If you like relentless sharp beats 
mixed with a veil of bubbly ambient 
sounds, Andartak is your man. AJE

Bjarki

It has been a while since Bjarki—one 
of Iceland’s busiest and most prolific 
musicians, and the cover star of our 
new issue—performed in his home 
country. His most recent 
relea se “G eotherma l 
Sheep Vol 1” dropped in 
December on his own 
steadily-growing Ber-
lin-based label bbbbbb 
records. It’s a delicious 
and jagged mixture of 
ambient electro, break-
beat and techno, with 
tongue-in-cheek sam-
ples. Special releases 
from the label and a new 
EP by Lord Pusswhip—
who is also very much 
worth seeing—will be 
available at a pop-up in 
Lucky Records on March 
14th. Fans of Bbbbbbjar-
ki, rejoice! AJE

Cold
Back in 1995, Cold’s EP ‘Hyper Experi-
ence’ was the first to be released on 

now well-respected Icelandic dub-
techno label Thule Records. That same 
year, its B-side—“Strobe Light Net-
work”—was played as the closing track 
of the legendary Love Parade in Ber-
lin. In the past few months, two EPs 
with Cold’s music—‘Dub Safari’ and 
‘Exiles’—were released by Thule and 
sister-label Æ Recordings respectively. 
Witness a pioneer of Icelandic techno 
making a strong comeback. AJE

Countess Malaise
Countess Malaise made the Icelan-
dic rap scene do a 180° this year when 
she burst on the circuit with her own 
twisted take on horror rap. A protégé 
of Lord Pusswhip, Countess Malaise 
manages to balance party tracks with 
a freaky twist. Over heavy beats, the 
charismatic rapper pushes honest ag-
gression, dark stories, and all-round 
horror—a Sharon Needles for the hip-
hop crowd. Over the past year, she’s 
pushed boundaries in her collabora-
tions with Cyber, Gei$ha Cartel and 
Black Pox. Oh, and she’s also a mad 
bitch live. Get afraid. HJC

Elli Grill
Prior to this year, Elli Grill was best 
known for his involvement in rap col-
lective Shades Of Reykjavík. His recent 
solo venture, though, showed he could 
easily stand on his own two, uh, bi-
zarre feet. Come for old school mixed 
with trap, sprinkled with a whole lotta 
moonshine and hobos. And don’t wor-
ry—Elli has kept up the scary stage an-
tics from Shades of Reykajvík. You’ve 
been warned. HJC

EVA808
EVA808 is an underground grime 
and dubstep producer based in Swe-
den. Sónar Reykjavík will be her first 

proper performance in 
Iceland. In December, 
she told The Reykjavík 
Grapevine that it would 
be the perfect moment 
for her to socialise, 
drop her tunes on a 
decent sound system, 
and have some fun. 
Last year she released 
“Prrr”–praised by both 
Hudson Mohawke and 
Nina Kraviz–and ‘Oyuki 
EP’, both of which offer 
up a range of emotions 
for the listener. See and 
hear EVA808’s set for 
underground bass mu-
sic at its finest. AJE

Mighty Bear
This darkly glamorous figure arrived 
onto the scene during Airwaves 2017, 
with a show on each day of the festi-
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 “This 
charismatic 

rapper 
pushes 

aggression, 
dark stories, 
and all-round 

horror.”

Let's get this party started

Activate 
Sónar 

 Ten must-see acts at Sónar Reykjavík  
from Iceland’s electronic underground 
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val. Cross-pollinating the worlds 
of drag culture and abstract elec-
tronic pop, Mighty Bear’s presen-
tation is audio-
visual in nature: 
a n y  d a n g e r  o f 
l a p t o p - s t a r i n g , 
k n o b -t w idd l i n g 
boredom is imme-
diately dispelled by 
the accompanying 
glittering gowns 
a n d  t o w e r i n g 
heels, rippling film 
imagery, masks, 
wigs, and a gener-
ally bold, creative, 
classy and charis-
matic approach to 
the stage. JR

Sykur
Evergreen part y 
troupe Sykur are a live spectacle 
not to be missed. Their now-
classic singles “Messy Hair” and 
“Reykjavík” will sound familiar, 

even if you’ve never heard them 
before—the tunes are so natural 
and insistent, they arrive in your 

memory like some 
kind of electro-pop 
inception. They’ve 
been working on 
new material for 
quite a while, and if 
new single “Loving 
None” is anything 
to go by, Sónar is in 
for a treat. JR

Volruptus 
Another Icelandic 
denizen of the Ber-
lin techno scene 
is Volruptus, an 
emerg i ng a r t i st 
whose ‘Homeblast’ 
EP came out on 
Bjarki’s bbbbb la-

bel. His crisp beats come with a 
constant flow of ideas: ambient 
background washes of sound ebb 
and flow into wonky, dysfunc-

tional melodies, like bold scribbles 
across each track. With Bjarki’s 
support, a wide imagination, and 
a sound that’s both classic and 
forward-thinking, he’s a potential 
star in the making. JR

Yagya
Yagya–real name Aðalsteinn Guð-
mundsson–has been pumping out 
melodic ambient soundscapes for 
more than 15 years. His most re-
cent releases—”Sleepygirls” and 
“Stars And Dust”—were released 
by the well-respected Dutch label 
Delsin Records in 2014 and 2016 
respectively. Guðmundsson was 
also a member of the lauded Ice-
landic label Thule Records—re-
leasing Techno EPs under the 
names Plastic and Sanasol—be-
fore the millenium. Yagya’s music 
is a journey through various emo-
tions and intensities. But above 
all, it’s beautiful. AJE 

 “Ambient 
background 

washes of 
sound ebb 

and flow into 
wonky, dys-
functional 

melodies, like 
bold scribbles 

across each 
track.”

Clockwise from top left: Elli Grill, Eva808, Andartak, Mighty Bear
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SELECTION  
FROM BEST OF  

REYKJAVÍK 2018
Best Place To Start The Night:

 

Mat Bar
Hverfisgata 26

This tapas place and fancy-
feeling drinking hole has been 
an instant hit. The decor has 
a shiny-and-new feeling, with 
black and white tiles and a solid 
marble bar—a sharp contrast 
to Reykjavík’s somewhat tired 
reclaimed wood and bric-a-
brac interior design trend. “The 
cocktails are excellent,” said 
the panel. “Try the basil gober-
nador—it’s like a health drink 
that also gets you wasted.” 

Runners-up

Bar Ananas
Klapparstígur 38

This cool tiki beach-themed bar 
in the middle of town is known 
for its sunset-lit, quirky, tropi-
cal atmosphere, chill environ-
ment and delicious cocktails. 
It never stays open past 3 am so 
it’s pretty much always a place 
to kick things off, and it gives 
the illusion of warmth that the 
Icelandic winter needs.

Kaffi Vínyl
Hverfisgata 76

A lovely vegan café and bar 
is located in the former site 
of the infamous never-open-
shoe-store and alleged money 
laundering front, Bónus Skór. 
“It’s really comfortable, and 
the music is great—you never 
know what you’re gonna get.” 
You can even choose the re-
cords, or pick up a Bónus Plötur 
7” released on the cafés own 
micro-label.

BEST OF GUIDES 

Line The Nest
How to make your home cosy for SAD season 

Words: John Rogers     Photos: Art Bicnick & Timothée Lambrecq

When there’s a fierce storm rattling 
the windows and the ten-minute 
walk to your favourite bar feels like 
a Frodo-esque mission, it’s some-
times nice to just bail on the world, 
close the curtains, turn up the ra-
diators, and fire up Netflix. It’s no 
wonder, then, that Icelanders take 
a bit of pride in their home envi-
ronment. It’s more coping strategy 
than materialism—a bright and 
comfortable living space can have a 
decisive effect on your mood in the 
dark months. With that in mind, 
here are some Reykjavík shops to 
pick up the bargain furniture, qual-

ity homewares, or design touches 
that’ll tie your place together and 
help ease you through the winter.

AKKÚRAT
Aðalstræti 2

With a tightly curated selection 
of clothing, design objects, maga-
zines, and inexplicably desirable 
bric-a-brac, the new-kid-on-the-
block AKKÚRAT store has quickly 
made a name for itself. There’s a 
fair bit of Icelandic design here, 
mixed in with intriguing Nor-
dic and international products. 
We particularly liked the Nomess 
range, the & Anti Matter modu-
lar sculptures, and the signature 
clothing line by Döðlur.

Góði Hirðirinn
Fellsmúli 28, Reykjavík 108

This Icelandic branch of the Good 
Shepherd is a cavernous second-
hand supermarket that’s a true 
Aladdin’s cave of homewares. From 

tattered grandma sofas to pots 
and pans, jumbled crockery, retro 
stereos, rugs, kitschy ornaments, 
cross-stitch samplers and bizarre 
quasi-erotic amateur paintings, 
you could furnish your entire place 
here, all whilst contributing to a 
good cause. There’s a rapid stock 
turnover, the prices are right, and 
they deliver. So go and shepherd 
some good stuff back to your place.

Geysir Home
Skólavörðustígur 12 

A new addition to the Geysir cloth-
ing store mini-empire, Geysir Hei-
ma is an upscale homewares empo-
rium that seemed to sprout out of 
the ground fully formed at the end 
of last year. They sell a uniformly 
desirable selection of geometric 
furniture, fancy shelving, vases 
and crockery, wall prints, toilet-
ries, bikes and more, from a diverse 
range of designers including Andrée 
Jardin, Angústúra, Atelier Dottir, 
Auður Ómarsdóttir, Hasami Porce-
lain, Korkimon, Minimum Design, 
Usee, WDLND, Yield and ystudio.

Hrím
Laugavegur 25

Iceland has arrived as a country 
with a design aesthetic all of its 
own in recent years, and you can 
find many of the classics in Hrím. 
Ragnheiður Ösp Sigurðardóttir’s 
Knot cushion is one such item: a 

long tube of padded material, in-
geniously tied into a neat and com-
fortable form. The shop’s refined 
sensibilities are reflected in the 
prices, but dotting your home with 
items from Hrím will definitely 
brighten the place up. 

Kokka
Laugavegur 47

Kokka is a fancy fantasy-land for 
food lovers, filled with all sorts of 
utensils you didn’t even know you 
needed. They import the best Ital-
ian pasta machines as well as beau-
tiful Le Creuset pots. It might not 
be the cheapest, but when you want 
quality, there’s nothing better.

Flying Tiger
Laugavegur 13

Whether it’s a French press, an 
iPhone cable, a bathmat, mop and 
bucket, notepad, veg peeler, tea-
pot, or a candle, Flying Tiger is a 
store that has basically everything 
you might need for your house. 
For standard-issue stuff, the qual-
ity isn’t bad, and neither are the 
prices (in Iceland terms). Be careful 
though—you might also come out 
with some weird storage boxes and 
a Halloween costume you had no 
intention of buying. 

gpv.is/bestof
Get to know Iceland
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“Be careful—you 
might come out 
with some weird 

storage boxes and 
a Halloween outfit 
you had no inten-

tion of buying.”

Geysir Home Flying Tiger

Góði Hirðirinn Kokka

Akkúrat Hrím

Best of Reykjavík

ramen
momo

“ The 
Icelandic
ramen ”

Tryggvagata 16

THE NEW 
LEGEND
NEW VERSIONS OF THE 
ICELANDIC HOT DOG

INGÓLFSTORG



Steinþór Helgi 

Steinþór Helgi is a music pro-
fessional, promoter of Sónar 
Reykjavík, new father, and gen-
eral well-known flaneur and man-
about-town. Here’s how he’d spend 
a perfect day in Reykjavík.

First thing in the morning?

I just had a son. He‘s only 2 months 
old and my absolute favourite part 
of the day is waking up with him. 
Or more like watching him in the 
morning, because he tends to sleep 
a lot. He is so peaceful, innocent and 
beautiful. The same could actually 
be said about Reykjavík super early 
in the morning. I sometimes wake up 
really early and walk around town on 

my way to work and it‘s like taking a 
meditation class, everything can be 
so calm and nice. I‘m not a big fan of 
breakfast (it‘s really just a marketing 
stunt by Kellogg‘s) so a really thick 
and black americano at home will 
usually do it. But I absolutely adore 
going out for lunch. 

Around lunchtime

Reykjavík has so many good restau-
rants that are actually fairly priced 
during lunch. I mean, just how 
many amazing dishes of fish can 
you find around town during lunch 
for something like 1,890 to 2,490 
ISK? Having said, that my favourite 
place for lunch is still the small and 
cosy Coocoo‘s Nest. It's really the 
best pound-for-pound restaurant 

in Reykjavík. And their brunch, don‘t 
even get me started. I‘m not a big 
fan of the typical brunch, which is 
just a big plate of eggs, bacon, pan-
cakes, etc. That‘s why I also love the 
brunch at Hverfisgata 12. I have wild 
dreams about their cheese & ham 
sandwich and their Korean chicken.

In the afternoon

In the afternoon, if I‘m not working, 
I just love having some quality time 
with my girlfriend and our little 
baby boy. Walk around town, drop 
by at some friends, having a beer/
coffee at Stofan, Kaffi Vest or maybe 
Kaffi Vínyl. But to be honest I also 
just really dig staying on my couch 
watching football or NFL. It‘s my 
guilty pleasure.  

For dinner

For your evening, you simply cannot 
start it any better than at Hlemmur 
Mathöll. The impact that new place 
has made for downtown Reykjavík is 
immense. Skál is my favourite place 
there. Amazing cocktails and every 
single dish is delicious. And they just 
started serving nature wine which 
I‘m really getting into. 

In the heat of the night

You could actually make a good 
point saying that wine and alcoholic 
drinks, in general, are an interest of 
mine. And my friends? I love them 
for saying that, and for few other 
things as well. We get together quite 
frequently but trips downtown have 
become not as frequent as they 
used to be (could be the age, but 
then again I‘m not a mathematician). 
But if we do go it‘s usually for some 
rave-y techno night at Paloma. Or 
somewhere where the Plútó crew is 
playing. They‘re my favorite dj group 
around.

Perfect Day
A face of the downtown scene tells us how to spend a perfect day in Reykjavík

Reykjavík Map

Vital Info

Places We Like Best Of Reykjavík

Mar 2 - Mar 15

In Your 
Pocket

Venues
The numbers on the right (i.e. E4) tell you 
position on the map on the next page 
Austur
Austurstræti 7 D3

B5
Bankastræti 5 E4

Bar 11
Hverfisgata 18 E5

Bar Ananas
Klappastígur 28 E5

Bíó Paradís 
Hverfisgata 54 E5 

Bjarni Fel 
Austurstræti 20 E4

Bravó
Laugavegur 22 E5

Boston
Laugavegur 28b E5

Café Rósenberg
Klapparstígur 25 E5 

Den Danske Kro
Ingólfsstræti 3 E4 

Dillon
Laugavegur 30 E5

Dubliner 
Naustin 1-3 D3 

Dúfnhólar 10
Hafnarstræti 18 D3 

English Pub
Austurstræti 12 D3

Gaukurinn 
Tryggvagata 22 D3 
 
Green Room

Lækjargata 6a  E4

Hressó
Austurstræti 20 D3

Húrra 
Naustin  D3

Kex Hostel
Skúlagata 28 E7

Kaffibarinn
Bergstaðastræti 1 E4

Kaffi Vínyl
Hverfisgatur 76 E6

Kaldi Bar
Laugavegur 20b E5

Kiki Queer Bar
Laugavegur 22 E5

Loft 
Bankastræti 7 E4

Paloma
Naustin  D3 

Prikið
Bankastræti 12 E4

Reykjavík Roasters
Kárastígur 1 F5

Stofan Café
Vesturgata 3 D3

Ölsmiðjan 
Lækjargata 10 E3

Ölstofan
Vegamótastígur 4 E5

Tivoli bar 
Hafnarstræti 4  D3

Museums & Galleries 
ART67
Laugavegur 67   F7
Open 09-21

ASÍ Art Gallery
Freyjugata 41   G6
Open Tue-Sun 13-17

Aurora Reykjavík
Grandagarður 2   B1
Open 09-21

Ásgrimur Jónsson 
Museum
Bergstaðastræti 74 G4
Mon-Fri through Sep 1

Berg Contemporary
Klapparstígur 16 E5
Tue-F 11-17, Sat 13-17

Better Weather 
Window Gallery
Laugavegur 41 E6

The Culture House
Hverfisgata 15   
Open daily 10–17 E5

The Einar Jónsson  
Museum
Eiriksgata   G5
Tue–Sun 14–17

Ekkisens
Bergstaðast. 25b  F4

Gallerí List
Skipholt 50A   H10
M-F 11-18, Sat 11-16 

Hafnarborg
Strandgata 34,  
Hafnarfjörður

Hannesarholt 
Grundarstígur 10   F4

Hitt Húsið  
Pósthússtræti 3-5   D4

Hverfisgallerí 
Hverfisgata 4 D4

i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16   D3
Tue–Fri 11–17, 
Sat 13–17 and by 
appointment. 

The Penis Museum
Laugavegur 116   F8

Kirsuberjatréð
Vesturgata 4  D3

Mengi
Óðinsgata 2   F5

Mokka Kaffi
Skólavörðustígur 3A E5

The National  
Gallery of Iceland
Fríkirkjuvegur 7   F3
Tue–Sun 11–17

The National Museum
Suðurgata 41   
Open daily 10–17 G2

The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5   H2
Mon–Sun 11–17

Reykjavík Art Gallery
Skúlagata 30   E7
Tue-Sun 14–18

Reykjavík Art Museum 
- Hafnarhús 
Tryggvagata 17   D3
Open 10-17, Thu 10-20

Kjarvalsstaðir
Flókagata 24   H8
Open 10-17

Ásmundarsafn
Sigtún
Open 10-17

Reykjavík City Library
Tryggvagata 15   D3

Reykjavík City 
Museum - 
Árbæjarsafn
Kistuhylur 4 
Daily tours at 13

The Settlement 
Exhibition
Aðalstræti 17   D3
Open daily 9–20

Reykjavík Maritime 
Museum
Grandagarður 8   B2
Open daily 10-17

Reykjavík Museum  
of Photography
Tryggvagata 15   D3
Mon-Thu 12–19, Fri 
12-18, Sat–Sun 13–17 

Saga Museum
Grandagarður 2   B2

Sigurjón Ólafsson 
Museum
Laugarnestangi 70

SÍM
Hafnarstræti 16 D3
Mon-Fri 10-16

Sólon Bistro
Bankastræti 7a E4
Mon-Thu 11-23:30
Fri-Sat 11-01, Sun 
11-23

Tveir Hrafnar 
Baldursgata 12   G4
Thu-Fri 12-17, Sat 
13-16

Wind & Weather 
Gallery
Hverfisgata 37 E5

Venue Finder

Useful Numbers
Emergency: 112 
On-call doctors: 1770 
Dental emergency: 575 0505 
Taxi: Hreyfill: 588 5522 - BSR: 561 0000

Post Offices 
The downtown post office is at 
Pósthússtræti 3–5, open Mon–Fri 
09:00–18:00. 

Pharmacies
Lyf og heilsa, Egilsgata 3, tel: 563 1020 
Lyfja, Laugavegur 16, tel: 552 4045  
and Lágmúli 5, tel: 533 2300

Opening Hours - Bars & Clubs
Bars can stay open until 01:00 on week-
days and 04:30 on weekends.

Opening Hours - Shops & Banks
Most shops: Mon–Fri 10–18, Sat 10–16, 
Sun closed. Banks: Mon-Fri 09-16

Swimming Pools 
Sundhöllin, the downtown pool at 
Barónsstígur, is an indoor swimming 
pool with hot tubs and a diving board. 
More pools: gpv.is/swim 
Open: Mon-Thu from 06:30–22. Fri from 
06:30–20. Sat from 08–16. Sun from 10–18. 

Public Toilets
Public toilets in the centre can be found 
inside the green-poster covered towers 
located at Hlemmur, Ingólfstortorg, by 
Hallgrímskirkja, by Reykjavík Art Mu-
seum, Lækjargata and by Eymundsson 
on Skólavörðustígur. Toilets can also be 
found inside the Reykjavík City Hall and 
the Reykjavík Library.

Public Transport
Most buses run every 20–30 min, 
Fare:440 ISK adults, 210 ISK children. 
Buses run from 07–24:00, and 10–24:00 
on weekends. More info at: www.bus.is. 

t
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For more perfect days
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Dining
1. Messinn
Lækjargata 6b 

Messinn may be modelled on the 
well-known Westfjords restaurant 
Tjoruhusið, but it’s fast becoming a 
Reykjavík restaurant of choice. What 
keeps us coming back is how the 
food keeps getting better every time 
we dine there. Our favourites include 
their savoury plokkfiskur, velvety 
graflax, and a perfectly seared trout 
with honey and almonds.

2. Ostabúðin
Skólavörðustígur 8

This is a veteran lunch spot so no 
surprises that it is still going strong. 
If the fish of the day isn't satisfying 
enough, we suggest asking them 
for a half portion of the day's soup. 
What’s truly admirable, though, is that 
perch (karfi), cusk (kleifa) and ling 
(lánga) make regular appearances 
besides staples like salmon. 

3. Ramen Momo
Tryggvagata 16

Iceland’s first and only Ramen bar has 
upped their broth game with a silky 
slick Tonkotsu. They have a choice of 
noodles and broths catering to food 
intolerances and fads, and a popular 
‘Ramen of the Month’. We suggest 
getting the Ramen Tonkotsu with 
their amazing soy cured eggs.

4. Kaffi Vínyl
Hverfisgata 76

Kaffi Vínyl offers generous, whole-
some vegan fare with soy-based 
meat substitutes and non-dairy milk 
options for beverages. With a huge 
LP collection and DJs several times 
a week lending a warm and cosy 
atmosphere, and healthy guilt-free 
food—what more could you want?

5. Bernhöftsbakarí
Klapparstígur 3

This much loved bakery moved from 
its original location downtown to a 
smaller place close to their supply 
kitchens, but none of the warm 
service or charm was lost in the 
process. Their “runstykki” are bread 
rolls available for 80 ISK apiece—a 
steal any way you look at it. Try the 
curry cranberry rolls and grab an 
almond florentine when you can. 

6. Dill
Hverfisgata 12
 
If you’re a gourmand looking for a 
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memorable meal when in Reykjavík, 
Dill has to top the list. Dill showcases 
the best of Iceland with seasonal 
menus, paying homage to the 
island’s bounty, executed with all the 
tweezer precision of modern cuisine. 
Don’t even think twice about splurging 
for the seven-course menu—it’s the 
only way to do it.

7. Hraðlestin
Lækjargata 8 & Hverfisgata 64a

Not many would know, but this 
restaurant is the only one that makes 
masala chai an Indian mom would be 
proud of. This restaurant is focussed 
on street fare and everyday Indian 
food. The thalis are a crowd pleaser 
and in recent times, they've stepped 
up their game with the vegan thali on 

Wednesdays and dosas for brunch 
on weekends. 

8. Snaps
Þórsgata 1

This beloved casual-chic French 
style bistro has a forget-you’re-
in-Reykjavík vibe thanks to its lush 
greenery and warm lighting. On a 
grey day, nothing beats sitting by the 
greenhouse walls with an excellent 
French onion soup. They make a 
stellar crème brûlée as well.

9. Sushi Social
Þingholtsstræti 5

Formerly known as Sushi Samba, this 
Japanese/South American fusion 

place had to change their name 
recently—but there’s still plenty of 
samba in the menu. Everything comes 
with lots of lime, sauce and chilli, their 
tempura batter is pleasingly light, 
and the exhaustive cocktail menu 
should help any sushi purists through 
the fusion-cooking trauma.

10. Ali Baba
Veltusund 3b

This spot was awarded Grapevine’s 
“Best Late Night Bite.” Needless to 
say, it’s the perfect place to satisfy 
pregnancy cravings ,  spl it ting 
hangovers and midnight binges. We 
recommend the lamb kofte wrap: it’s 
to die for.
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  Let‘s have

BRUNCH
at the unique japanese inspired

Teahouse Kumiko

Grandagarði 101 
Old Harbour Reykjavík
open daily - 517 24 24
hello@kumiko.is

F

Party Every Night.
Cocktails! 

Live Music Every Night! 
50 different kinds of beer. 

Live Sports Coverage
Kitchen open from 11.00.

Ribs - Burgers
Chicken Wings! AUSTURSTRAETI 8  • REYKJAVIK
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20. Krónan
Fiskislóð 1-21 (& other locations)

This supermarket chain is head and 
shoulders above the rest when it 
comes to size and the quality and 
variety of produce on offer, as well 
as their lengthy opening hours. 

21. Rammagerðin
Skólavörðustígur 12 & other 
locations

This long-established crafts and 
design store has been running 
since 1940. It’s a fascinating store, 
loaded with interesting objects 
and trinkets. While it might look like 
a tourist shop, it’s been there for 
seventy or eighty years. So even if 
it is a tourist shop, it must be a good 
one.

22. Kormákur & Skjöldur
Laugavegur 56 & Skólavörðustígur 48

T hi s  u p m a rke t  h a b e r d a s h e r y 
sells top quality menswear and 
accessories. Their suits are cut to 
various pleasingly retro fits, and 
made from sturdy Shetland tweed. 
It’s an experience to shop there—
the service is old-fashioned, and 
there’s an in-house barber and tailor 
for alterations. It’s on the pricey side 
but you really get what you pay for.

23. Geysir
Skólavörðustígur 7 & 16

The presence of the aesthetically 
im m a c ul a te G ey s ir  s e e m s to 
continually grow in Reykjavík , 
especially since they launched their 
own clothing line and accompanying 
catalogue. There are two locations 
to drop by on Skólavörðustigur, each 
with a differently styled interior. It 
might be a little pricey, but you’ll get 
something high-quality for sure.

24. Húrra Reykjavík
Hverfisgata 50 & 78

Many credit this store with Reykjavík’s 
sudden obsession with sneakers, 
with people camping outside the 
store to get their hands on a new pair. 
Needless to say, this store is shaping 
fashion in downtown Reykjavík. 

7
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Drinking
11. Veður
Klapparstígur 33

This beautifully designed new bar 
looks really fancy, but it has a laid-
back atmosphere, a great selection 
of cocktails and beer and excellent 
music. The weekend nighttime 
crowd is a bit American Psycho, but 
that’s not without its charm.

12. Loft Hostel
Bankastræti 7a

L of t stands many heads and 
shoulders above most of the al 
fresco drinking spots in Reykjavík, 

not least because it’s on the roof of 
the Loft Hostel and has a balcony 
that looks over downtown. Before 
the evening-time entertainment 
begins, it ’s the perfect place to 
catch some late-afternoon sun. 

13. Skúli Craft Bar
Aðalstræti 9

A cool environment in a great 
location, Skúli has a strong presence 
in this category with its vast selection 
of brews, although the prices can 
be steep for the serving size. It has 
Cards Against Humanity, and there’s 
one bartender who sometimes plays 
death metal. 

14. Pablo Discobar
Veltusund 1

This fancy-ass cocktail place is 
one of the more upscale clubs in 
Reykjavík. It has 70s tiki lounge/
Boogie Nights décor, and the 
throwback disco music is on point.

15. Slippbarinn
Mýrargata 2

This standard go-to bar for cocktails 
holds its own as far as the mixing 
game goes, with a unique menu 
and highly skilled bartenders to 
shake them up. The bar itself is a 
beautifully designed space with 
a gorgeous view, right in the Old 
Harbour. It closes on the early side, 
but it’s great to start the night there.

16. Bar Ananas
Klappastígur 38

Reykjavík's only beach bar is truly a 
breath of fresh air for the otherwise 
dreary downtown scene. No sir, 
this is no dive bar, but a club, with 
an indoor smoking lounge, stairs, 
a spacious bar, a tiny dance floor, 
and a solid line of DJs. It’s run by the 
same people as Boston, but it has a 
distinctly younger crowd in its mid 
to late 20s.

17. Stofan
Vesturgata 3

When the name of the place literally 
translates to “the living room,” it’s 
pretty much expected to be a very 
cosy place to kick back with some 
late-afternoon, early-evening drinks. 
All their beers and wines are on 
happy hour from 4pm until 8pm, and 
it’s a lovely central location with a 
dim basement and an airy first floor.

18. Bravó
Laugavegur 22

Bravó is Húrra’s sister bar. They have 
Icelandic beers on tap, a colourful 
hip atmosphere and DJs at the 
weekend, but one of the best things 
about Bravó is its lengthy happy 
hours—all the way from 11am to 
8pm, in fact. 

Shopping
19. Hrím
Laugavegur 25

Hrím is a design store that ’s 
also the go-to for fancy cutlery, 
crockery, and kitchen items. They 
offer a selection of international 
products, with a strong Icelandic 
presence scattered throughout. 
Have a browse—even if you don’t 
cook much, you’ ll feel like you 
need everything, because it’s all so 
beautiful. 

New In Town

Spánski, Ingólfsstræti 8 

This bodega-style wine basement 
opened its doors in mid-February. 
Down a few steps from the street 
sits a maroon drinking room with 
a focus on Spanish wine. Tempra-
nillo and Rioja are available by the 
glass, and the house red is on tap; 
Augustin, the Spanish gentleman 
who runs the place, is happy to 
talk about their merits. Happy hour 
is 4-7pm, with beer and wine for 
750 ISK, and there are some tapas 
snacks of aioli and crab salad 
breads if you’re peckish.   JR
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WE BAKE OUR BREAD IN-HOUSE AND WE 
MAKE THE PANCAKES FROM SCRATCH

A M E R I C A N  P A N C A K E S
H O M E  M A D E  B R E A D

O P E N  M O N - F R I  7. 3 0 - 1 4 . 3 0  
S AT - S U N  8 . 0 0 - 1 4 . 3 0
K I T C H E N  C L O S E D  F R O M  1 4 . 0 0
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HISTORIC EXHIBITION              
RESTAURANT •  SHOP •  

ACTIVITIES

Saga Museum •  Grandagarður 2 •  101 Reykjavík
Tel.: (+354) 511 1517 •  Open: Daily from 10 to 18

www.sagamuseum.is
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Music

TRACK BY TRACK 

‘Nexion’ by Nexion 
“We wanted it to be like the final rays of a dying sun 

gleaming off the bones of a broken world.”
Words: Nexion with Hannah Jane Cohen   Photos: Eva Alexandra

Nexion
'Nexion' album out now on vinyl

Nexion burst onto the scene as a 
genre-bending black metal project 
known for their churning, caustic 
soundscapes, occult themes and 
intensely aggressive shows. If 
you’re familiar with black metal, 
it’s rare for any group in the genre 
to immediately get crowds moving 
and mosh pits started, but Nexion 
is a clear anomaly. 
 To learn more about the EP, we 
sat down with singer Josh Rood. 
“‘Nexion’ is our first release,” he 
says. “While we really don’t worry 
about what ‘genre’ we are, I would 

say that what we created is a black 
metal release at its core, but one 
that also has a lot of overt ele-
ments of death metal, for example, 
and some doomy parts.”

I. Of Genesis
In the beginning, there was noth-
ing. Until the stars were formed, 
and died, and formed again. We 
have no life until we are given it, 
and it’s a gift we have no say in. We 
build temples, and we give birth 
to gods, and we adore those gods 
until we sacrifice them on the altar 
of our next god, all while we try to 
come to terms with the reality that 
we are meaningless specks on a 
cooling swirl of stars whirling its 
way towards another swirl of stars. 
This song is meant to be explosive 
and aggressive. The opening big 
bang. The initial violent act through 
which Nexion was given life.

II. Of The Coiling Void
The first sin. The first murder 
among the gods. The desecration 
of the ‘pure’. The first realisation 
that sin is a lie, and so is mean-
ing. The first drop of poison in our 
veins when we really begin to think 
about existentialism, who we are as 

people, and what it all means. The 
first time we peer into the void, see 
it coiling and uncoiling, and know 
it will do so forever. This song is 
meant to have an oppressive atmo-
sphere which churns into a final, 
dissonant crescendo of what some 
might call beauty or majesty. But 
then the scales of Leviathan are 
majestic.

III. Of The Pestwielder
Jose Gabriel Alegría Sabogal, the 
man who gave imagery to our 
lyrics, based our cover off of his 
interpretation of this song. Musi-
cally ‘Of The Pestwielder’ probably 
encapsulates the full range of Nex-
ion. Crushing aggression that melts 
into haunting flourishes. Passages 
of chanting incantations meant to 
be heard beyond the veil. Over it 
always looming a shadow wielding 
a sword and a chalice of bile.

IV. Of the Final Throes of Creation
Here, we get one final vision 
through one final doorway that 
brings an end to the circle and to 
the disc. This song is in all ways 
about endings. We actually wrote 
the outro to this song first and then 
constructed the rest of it off of 
that. Everything in the EP leads up 
to this moment. All of the chaos, 
violence, and madness that rages 
throughout the album, from the 
first opening act onward, culmi-
nates and leads up to one final mo-
ment. We wanted it to be like the 
final rays of a dying sun gleaming 
off the bones of a broken world. 
Before it all starts again. 

Grab a bite at Dunkin’ Donuts. We’re open every day.

BAGELS FROM 599 ISK

Kringlan Hagasmári 9 Fitjar KEF Airport

gpv.is/tbt
Share this + Archives
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A group photo of Nexion, in happier times
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Music

Secret Solstice has unveiled 
the lineup for the 2018 edi-
tion. After initially launching 

as an electronic and rap-focussed 
event, the festival has diversified 
over the years to include a wider 
range of artists. This year, you can see 
everything from Slayer to Bonnie Tyler 
alongside artists like rapper Stor-
mzy, trap star Gucci Mane, dubstep 
producer Skream, and Canadian 
rockers Death From Above. As always, 
the bill also features the cream of the 
local scene, from alt-crooner Högni 
to folk torchbearer JFDR, rock ‘n’ roll 
trio Dream Wife, and twenty different 
flavours of Icelandic rap. Tickets are on 
sale now. 

 
In other festival news, event manage-
ment company Sena Live recently 
acquired the Iceland Airwaves Music 
Festival. Airwaves is a beloved and 
world-famous event that was founded 
back in 1999; founding sponsor Ice-
landair has overseen the festival ever 
since. While Icelandair will be handing 
over the management of the festival 
from 2018, they will continue to work 
as a supporter and investor, focusing 
on promoting the event locally and 
internationally. The Iceland Music 
agency will remain involved in the fes-
tival in an advisory and industry/media 
relations capacity. What does this 
mean for the festival? Time will tell. 

  
 
The Icelandic Music Awards have 
announced their 2018 nominees. The 
list is out now, and serves as a testa-
ment to what a busy and exciting year 
2017 was for Icelandic music. Some 
of the nominees were also winners at 
our Grapevine Music Awards for 2017, 
including Högni’s ‘Two Trains’ (our 
Album of the Year), Joey Christ’s “Joey 
Cypher” (our Song of the Year) and JFDR 
(our Artist of the Year). The ceremony 
will be held at Harpa on March 14th, 
and streamed live by RÚV. We’ll keep 
you posted on the winners. 

MUSIC 
NEWS 

That Frosty Vibe
Árni has a passion for the decks  

Words: Steindór Grétar Jónsson  Photo: Timothée Lambrecq
 

Árni
live at Sónar Reykjavík

A real “DJ’s DJ”, Árni E. Guðmunds-
son is a tireless champion of other 
people’s music, often bringing un-
known talents into the spotlight. 
Hav ing started in 
drum ‘n’ bass and dub-
step under the moniker 
Skeng, Árni now goes 
by his first name, play-
ing techno at clubs like 
Berlin’s legendary Tre-
sor. We chatted over 
some Thai food next to 
the German capital’s 
Kottbusser Tor station 
about his unrushed 
rise to prominence.
 “I take DJing very seriously, but 
I don’t take myself as seriously,” 
Árni says. “I like to joke around. 
But no matter how high or low 
status the gig is, a weeknight at a 
small bar or Friday night at Tresor, 
I always take the time to prepare.”

UK roots, Berlin 
branches

Known for his passion for music and 
affable demeanour, Árni has been 
prominent in the Reykjavík scene 
for almost a decade. At 16 years old 
he started sneaking into club nights 
hosted by the Breakbeat.is crew, pro-
ponents of drum ‘n’ bass and later 
dubstep. “I showed up every month, 
usually by myself, be-
fore the bouncers ar-
rived, sometimes be-
fore the DJs got there,” 
he says. “I started buy-
ing records soon after, even without 
owning a record player. I borrowed 
decks to listen to them and sort of 
started beat mixing by accident with 
no intentions of becoming a DJ.”
 As the Breakbeat.is crew moved 
on to other styles of music, so did 
Árni’s style change and he co-found-
ed the Plútó radio show with collab-
orators, including his mentor Ewok. 
“My DJ approach may be techno 
based, but my musical roots have 

always been with the UK scene,” he 
says. “Blawan played a Breakbeat.is 
night in Iceland in 2012, which was 
something of a turning point. He in-
fluenced a lot of us to explore techno.”
 Árni moved to Berlin in 2016, 
with plans to explore the city and 
its venues, discovering new music. 
He started playing there in 2017, 

featuring on Tresor’s 
‘New Faces’ night and 
returning for a week-
end ‘K lubnacht ’  a 
month later. He’s also 
been booked recently 
in Copenhagen, Wup-
pertal and Krakow, 
adding to his reputa-
tion of playing—and 
partly organising—
Nina Kraviz’s annual 
трип (“Trip,” in Eng-

lish) label parties in Iceland. He 
gives Nina and her Icelandic трип 
labelmate Bjarki a lot of credit for 
giving him the opportunities.

Less yawning,  
more dancing

Árni is set to play a special set of rare 
music at Sónar Reykjavík’s car park 
stage this year. He’s known for play-
ing unreleased tracks by Icelandic 
artists such as EVA808, Kosmodod, 
Volruptus, Hidden People, Fascia 
and, of course, Bjarki. “I’ve made it 
my goal to seek out new Icelandic 
music and bring it into the open,” he 
says. “It’s not about nationalism—
there’s a specific Icelandic sound 

that fits what I play. 
A certain beautiful 
and frosty vibe that 
I like to unearth.”
 To him, Árni ex-

plains, music has been more than a 
hobby. “It’s my passion,” he concludes. 
“I’ve never considered it something I 
need to make my job right away, it’s 
just what I spend all my free time 
and energy on. I’ve told myself that 
if the day comes that I start taking 
DJing for granted, I’ll quit. I’ve seen 
great DJs playing first-rate clubs, 
yawning behind the decks rather 
than dancing. It’s not a good look.”  

Gaukurinn

bar & live venue
TRYGGVAGATA 22

...and other events:

2/3: Premium, Nadaclue, Morii 

3/3: Lucy in Blue, Volcanova, Slor 

4/3: Reykjavík Deathfest Warmup: 

       Skinless, Munnriður, Severed 

8/3: GIRL POWER Dance Show and Party 

        on the International Women's Day

9/3: Beebee and the Bluebirds 

        (album release concert) 

10/3: Rythmatik

15/3: Leiksvið Fáránleikans, 

         Collective, LITH 

www.gaukurinn.is

STANDUP COMEDY 
in English every Monday 

KARAOKE PARTY 
every Tuesday 

Free entry and starts at 21 both nights

OPEN-MIC 
STANDUP COMEDY
in English every Wednesday

Free entry and starts at 20:30

We are very queer 
friendly, open and 
diverse. And we have 
Vegan cocktails.

HAPPY HOUR
    every day 
  from 14 to 21

gpv.is/music
Share this + Archives

Árni: the artist formerly known as S□□□□

“I’ve made 
it my goal 

to seek out 
new Icelandic 

music and 
bring it into 
the open.”



 March 2 - March 15

Concerts & Nightlife
Events listed are all live performances and  
DJs. Venues are listed by day. For complete  
listings and detailed information on venues  

visit grapevine.is/happening.  
Send your listings to: listings@grapevine.is.

Friday March 2

 Reykjavík Folk Festival 
20:00 KEX Hostel
George Michael & Wham! Tribute
21:00 Harpa
Premium / Nadaclue / Morii
22:00 Gaukurinn
Moses Hightower
21:00 Húrra
DJ Björn Teitsson
21:00 Hverfisgata 12
AMFJ / Dauðyflin / 
xGaddavírx / AAIIEENN 
18:00 R6013
Fox Train Safari / Kvika
22:00 Dillon
Helgi B x Inga / DJ Moonshine
22:00 Tivoli
Double Diamond
21:00 Mengi

Saturday March 3

 Reykjavík Folk Festival 
20:00 KEX Hostel
Iceland Symphony Orchestra: 
Children's Hour
11:30 Harpa
Lucy in Blue / Volcanova / Slor
21:00 Gaukurinn
Moses Hightower
21:00 Húrra
DJ Ear Doctor
21:00 Hverfisgata 12
Thembi Soddell
21:00 Mengi
CYBER DJ Set
23:30 Prikið
Filipe Duarte Trio
22:00 Dillon
DADYKEWL / Balcony Boyz
22:00 Tivoli

Sunday March 4

lowercase night #67: HÄXAN
21:30 Prikið
Sunday Jazz  
20:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
Bryndís Halla & Edda Erlendsdóttir
17:00 Harpa
15:15 Concert Series: 
The Shepherds Sounds
15:15 Nordic House
Reykjavík Deathfest Warmup: 
Skinless / Munnriður / Severed
20:00 Gaukurinn

Monday March 5

MonJazz
21:00 Húrra

Tuesday March 6

Karaoke Party! 
21:00 Gaukurinn
Tango Tuesdays

20:30 Iðnó
KexJazz
20:30 KEX Hostel

Wednesday March 7

 ÚTON 10th Birthday Party 
18:00 KEX Hostel
Blues Jam Session
21:00 Dillon
Don Lockwood Band
21:00 Bryggjan Brugghús

 Oration MMXVIII 
18:00 Húrra
Múlinn Jazz Club: Quartet Kjarr
21:00 Harpa
Party Karaoke With Þórunn Antonía
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Trouble (Thoranna Bjornsdottir)
20:00 Hlemmur Square
Salsa Iceland Dance Night
29:30 Iðnó
Underduck / Brött Brekka / 
Þórir Georg / Gróa
18:00 R6013
COW #4: Jennifer Walshe
21:00 Mengi

Thursday March 8

 Oration MMXVIII 
18:00 Húrra
Iceland Symphony Orchestra: 
Ravel & Prokofiev
19:30 Harpa
Calm Blue - Dreaming:  
Sigríður Freyja Ingimarsdóttir
19:30 Harpa
Beatmakin' Troopa DJ Set
21:00 Hlemmur Mathöll
DJ Retronaut 
21:00 Hverfisgata 12
Filipe Duarte 
21:00 Petersen Svítan
Róbert Reynisson / Eríkur Orri / 
Magnús Eliassen
21:00 Mengi

Friday March 9

 Oration MMXVIII 
18:00 Listasafn Reykjavíkur

Iceland Symphony Orchestra: 
Open Rehearsal
9:30 Harpa
Iceland Symphony Orchestra: 
Love & Fate
18:00 Harpa
Beebee & The Bluebirds:
Album Release Concert
22:00 Gaukurinn

 DJ Assault / ALVIA / Intr0beatz
20:00 Húrra
DJ John BRNLV 
21:00 Hverfisgata 12
DRULLUMALL #1: Album Release Show
20:00 Mengi

Big & Ben
22:00 Dillon

Saturday March 10

Rythmatik
22:00 Gaukurinn
DJ Orang Volante / Yamaho
21:00 Húrra
DJ AnDre
21:00 Hverfisgata 12
Nýríki Nonni
22:00 Dillon 

Sunday March 11

SunnuDjass 
20:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
Hljómeyki & Dúó Harpverk: 
Pushkin’s Garland
17:00 Harpa
Motet Choir
17:00 Hallgrímskirkja
Ágúst Gústafsson
22:00 Dillon 

Monday March 12

MonJazz
21:00 Húrra

Tuesday March 13

Karaoke Party! 
21:00 Gaukurinn
Múlinn Jazz Club: Sigmar Þór, Aurora
21:00 Harpa
Grapevine Grassroots
20:00 Húrra
Tango Tuesdays
20:30 Iðnó
KexJazz
20:30 KEX Hostel

Wednesday March 14

 bbbbbb x Lucky Records 
16:00 Lucky Records
Blues Jam Session
21:00 Dillon
Don Lockwood Band
21:00 Bryggjan Brugghús
Party Karaoke With Þórunn Antonía
21:00 Sæta Svínið
DJ Silja Glommi
22:00 Húrra
Salsa Iceland Dance Night
29:30 Iðnó

Thursday March 15

 Mattila Sings Wagner 
19:30 Harpa
Iceland Symphony Orchestra: 
Open Rehearsal
9:30 Harpa
FALK Records & Sónar 2018 
19:30 Húrra
Sunna: Album Release Concert
20:00 LOFT
Leiksvið Fáránleikans / 
Collective / LITH
20:00 Gaukurinn
Nicolas Kunysz
20:00 Hlemmur Square
French Café Night
21:00 Petersen Svítan
DJ Kærleikur
21:00 Hverfisgata 12
Student String Chamber Orchestra: 
Free Lunchtime Concert
12:15 Reykjavík City Library

Our Picks

  
 Oration MMXVIII

7-9 March - 18:00 - Various Venues

Ah, look at all the 
pathetic black-
clad wannabes 
running off to the 
black metal fes-

tival. Within the 
framework of this 
scene, this shit’s 
the latest thing—
something new 

and oh-so-evil. 
What so very few 
of you seem to 
realise, though, is 
that this shit is no 
joke. Far too many 
of you haven't 
questioned 
yourself nearly 
enough to even 
pretend to feel 
at home with this 
music. Maybe you 
should just turn 
on the radio and 
forget all about 
these obscure 
releases you just 
have to buy. So 
take a good hard 

look at yourself, 
cause maybe 
Oration isn’t 
really your thing. 
If you’re into the 
whole organised 
misanthropy 
thing, I sug-
gest you go for 
shit like Dimmu 
Borgir. At Oration, 
bands like NYIÞ 
and Vemod will 
be playing music 
and making art 
just to destroy 
the minds of 
stupid kids with 
big allowances. 
Like you. HJC

 
 Don Diablo 

8 March - 18:00 
Austur - 1.250 ISK

Don Diablo—
one of the 
most famous 
DJs ever—is 
coming to RVK. 
The proceeds 
go to the Dutch 
Cancer Society.  
HJC

 
 Reykjavík Folk 

Festival

1-3 March - 20:00  
KEX Hostel

Icelandic folkies 
rejoice—your 
Christmas is 
here. See Pétur 
Ben, Soffía Björg 
and more strum 
some soothing 
songs. JR

  
 bbbbbb x Lucky Records

14 March - 16:00 - Lucky Records 

Iceland’s emerging techno superstar 
(and this issue’s cover star) Bjarki 
hosts a pre-Sónar showcase for his 
bbbbbb label at Lucky Records. The 
performers include Volruptus, Lord 
Pusswhip and Bjarki himself. There’ll 
be exclusive label releases on sale. 
And tea, apparently, for some of that 
mindful daytime raving we keep 
hearing about. Free admission! JR

  
 Mattila Sings Wagner

15 March - 19:30 - Harpa

Finnish soprano Karita Mattila is one 
of opera's brightest stars. If you 
don't believe us, listen to her tackle 
Sibelius's tone poem 'Luonnotar'. 
You'll have goosebumps. Here, she 
makes her Icelandic debut with 
the Iceland Symphony Orchestra in 
a  program that includes works by 
Webern, Wagner, and Berlioz's lush 
'Symphonie Fantastique'. HJC
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Misþyrming at Oration

Moses Hightower

DJ Assault

DADYKEWL



Dream  
Wife 4 Lyf

The rock ‘n’ roll trio taking over the world

Words: Jessica Peng      Photos: Francesca Allen

'Dream Wife' LP 
Out now

When you listen to Dream Wife’s 
debut album, you are immedi-
ately grabbed by their rowdy and 
energetic punk sound. The coarse, 
groovy guitar riffs and the steady 
rock drum beats are accompanied 
by some powerful and elastic vo-
cals. With punk, rock, and disco 

influences plucked 
f rom t h roug hout 
the musical decades, 
this all-female trio is 
storming the world. 
 T h e y  f o r m e d 
in the UK seaside 
town of Brighton in 
2015. Reykjavík-born 
singer Rakel Mjöll 
Leifsdóttir met her 
ba nd mates,  Bel la 
and Alice, studying 
at art school. They 
self-released an EP, 
and signed to Lon-
don label Lucky Number, spend-
ing the following summer writing 
songs in a windowless room in 

South London.“We didn't get any 
summer and we looked very pale,” 
laughs Rakel. “But we got good 
songs.”

Oh, Canada
Dream Wife started from a sim-
ple desire to visit Canada. “Me and 
Bella went out for a night out,” 
recalls Rakel. “We got an idea on 
the dance floor that we really want 

to go to Canada to 
visit our friends. We 
thought, ‘How do we 
do that? Why not just 
make a band and tour 
Canada?’”
 The band played 
their first show in 
a campus ga l ler y. 
Shortly after, they 
were off to tour Can-
ada. “We got loads of 
our friends to help 
us and book shows,” 
says Rakel. “We visit-
ed different cities and 

slept on people's floors. Our second 
show had 200 people there. I’ve 
still no idea how that happened.”

 This May, Dream Wife will go 
back to where it all started as they 
embark on a North American tour. 
They also have plans for tours of Eu-
rope and the UK, and they’ll appear 
at Secret Solstice in Reykjavík this 
summer.

Smashing stereotypes
The band is a contrast to the ethos 
of the group. “We like the cheeki-
ness behind the name and the con-
versation around it,” says Rakel. “We 
like to play around with people's ex-
pectations. When people see a small 
blonde girl walking on stage, they're 
expecting it to be sweet. And maybe 
it is sweet, for the first bars—but 
then suddenly I'm screaming my 
lungs out.”
 The ideas of changing gender 
stereotypes and empowering wom-
en are part of Dream Wife’s vision. 
The first single from their album, 
“Somebody,” was released on In-
ternational Women’s Day in 2017. 
“It was about understanding and 
confronting society's take on sexual 
assault and rape cases,” Rakel ex-
plains. “It was a good conversation 
to drop as a first single.” 

Aesthetics and sound
Dream Wife have a strong aesthet-
ic, from their videos to artwork, to 
sound quality. “We have a wonder-
ful team in London,” says Rakel. 
“It's nice to work with your friends 
to make videos and artwork, to 
create a whole world around each 
song.”
 Sonically, the debut album is 
raw and distinctive, and you’d know 
it’s Dream Wife when you hear it. 
Why? Because there is a secret for-
mula: “We recorded most of the 
album on tape because we want-
ed to get a live sound down,” says 
Rakel. “We didn't want it to sound 
too polished. It was fun but a bit 
stressful, because you only had like 
three takes.” The plan worked, 
and with positive reviews pour-
ing in from far and wide, it seems 
Dream Wife are going to be travel-
ling farther afield than Canada in 
the months and years to come. 

Music

Rakel Mjöll, Dream Wife's singer, centre

“People see 
a blonde girl 
walking on 
stage, and 
they're ex-
pecting it 

to be sweet, 
then suddenly 
I'm screaming 
my lungs out.” 

Suðurgata 41  
101 Reykjavík  
www.thjodminjasafn.is 
tel +354 530 22 00

Hverfisgata 15  
101 Reykjavík  
www.safnahusid.is 
tel +354 530 22  10

National Museum of Iceland  

The country’s largest 
museum of cultural  
history from settlement  
to present day.

The Culture House  

Manuscripts, fine art, natural 
specimens, curiosities and 
archeaological findings form 
the exhibition Points of View.

 National 
Museum of
 Iceland   

  The  
Culture    
House 

The exhibitions, shops and cafés are open daily 10 - 17 Closed on Mondays 16/9 – 30/4

Closed Mondays.

Marshallhúsið, Grandagarður 20, 101 Reykjavík. 
Bus route 14 (Listabraut)

To reserve lunch and dinner call +354 519 7766, or
 info@marshallrestaurant.is, marshallrestaurant.is



Harvesting 
Sparkles

Kórus collective choir leader Kira Kira opens up 

Words: Rex Beckett      Photo: Karolina Maruszak

Háskar Festival 
Live this easter

Nestled into the cosy pink suede 
couch at Emilie & the Cool Kids, 
Kristín Björk Kristjánsdóttir sips 
her tea and speaks to me with 
hushed, precise words. The musi-
cian and composer is known for her 
multitude of works—most notably, 
for her solo work as Kira 
Kira, and for co-found-
ing the Kitchen Motors 
collective with the late 
Jóhann Jóhannsson—but 
today we are talking about 
her most recent creation: 
Kórus.
 The project began 
three years ago when Kira 
returned to Iceland after 
some time away. “I had 
been missing Kitchen Motors, so I 
had this idea of reawakening it, but 
Kórus ended up forming instead,” 

she says. “Kórus is many of the 
things that Kitchen Motors was, but 
it’s different, too. It’s been a delight 
to see how open the members are to 
experimentation.” 

Magnetic energies
Kórus began as a small, intuitively 
selected group, but is now comprised 
of about two dozen individuals of 

various and powerful 
talents and magnetic 
energies. “Through-
out these years there 
have been a handful of 
people that joined the 
choir that I didn’t know 
before, that have be-
come some of my best 
friends,” says Kira. “Just 
witnessing friendships 
spark within the choir 

has been really rewarding. Now 
we’ve spent a lot of time together, so 
we’ve really tuned into each others’ 

friendships, support, creativity and 
this amazing exchange of informa-
tion, knowledge, vibes and sparkles. 
You can only really find that when 
you throw thirty different creatives 
into a pot.”
 Among those creative are some 
well-known names in Icelandic con-
temporary music, such as Bedroom 
Community label maestro Valgeir 
Sigurðsson, who is hosting Kórus’ 
recording sessions at his own Green-
house Studios (“We’re so fortunate 
that he is in the choir,” Kira says.) 
Other known members include sing-
er-songwriter Pétur Ben and sisters 
Krístin Anna & Gyða Valtýsdóttir 
of múm. Also within the choir are 
the emerging talents of Sigurlaug 
Thorarensen (Sillus), Marteinn Sin-
dri, Elín Elísabet Einarsdóttir, Snor-
ri Hallgrímsson and Jelena Ćirić, all 
of whom have composed stand-out 
pieces that Kórus are now recording.

People on fire
“It was always my dream that mem-
bers would compose the pieces that 
we sing,” says Kira. “We tried a lot of 
different things. I was patient and 
always hoping not to have to force 
the idea, so I was very happy to find 
that that’s what really lit people on 
fire.” Among these are Sigurlaug’s 
piece “Suðurlandið” (“Early this 
morning it started ringing in my 
head! It’s so catchy.”), Elín’s piece 
written for voice and ukulele, and 
Jelena’s piece “Promised Land” sung 
in both Serbian and English (“It’s 
a really powerful, percussive piece. 
Deal with it.”)
 At this stage, Kira feels Kórus is 
a point of exploration and experi-
mentation which they plan to dive 
deeper into. “It’s a bit of a harvest 
time because we’ve put a lot of hard 
work into it, going from being in the 
woods not really knowing what we 
were doing, to now being in a space 
which feels really exciting and full 
of potential,” she says. “And I always 
want it to be first and foremost about 
togetherness, exploration, sharing, 
friendship, personalities, souls, and 
spirits.”  

gpv.is/music
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Kórus, shredding

“I always 
want it to 

be first 
and fore-

most about 
together-

ness.”
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BUY
DIRECTLY
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Kjarvalsstaðir 
 Flókagata 24
 105 Reykjavík
 +354 411 6420  

Open daily 
 10h00–17h00
artmuseum.is
#listasafnreykjavikur

 13.01.– 22.04.2018

MyrkraverkTales of the  
Unseen



Art Find today's events  
in Iceland! 

Download our free 
listings app - APPENING 

on the Apple and 
Android stores

Tales Of  
The Unseen 

Siggi Ámundason's dark dreams  
take over Kjarvalsstaðir

Words: Alice Demurtas  Photo: Art Bicnick

Exhibition 
The exhibit is part of a larger show 
called "Tales of The Unseen," open 
until April 22nd at Kjarvalsstaðir 

As artist Sigurður Ámundason en-
ters Kjarvalsstaðir—the museum 
that hosts his latest exhibition—
a group of students is staring in-
tently at one of the drawings hung 
on the wall. The students’ teacher 
sees him, and snatches him away 
almost instantly. 
 As his artist talk begins, he 
doesn’t seem at ease for a mo-
ment, but it doesn't take long 
for him to come out of his shell. 
“Drawing is the most personal 
I can get when I’m around peo-
ple,” he explains later, adding he 
suffers from some social anxie-
ty. “It’s just the most natural way 
for me to communicate. It’s me.”

A dream within a dream
While he gives the students a 

tour of the exhibit, I get the op-
portunity to look at his work on 
my own. There are only a hand-
ful of drawings, but their impact 
is magnified by their gargantuan 
size. Spread out onto large can-
vases, they occupy 
the entire range of 
my vision, dragging 
me into a dream that 
seems to never end.
 The more I look 
the more I see, almost 
tangled into a web of 
pen strokes that ex-
tends the boundar-
ies of reality. A hand 
bursts out of nothing 
holding a f laming 
sword in its hands, 
while the ocean leaps at the fire 
and faces twist into strange fig-
ures. A stream of cars slides into 
the frame, forced to do so forever 
like a dream within a dream.
 “I’m really into fluid motions. 
I think it’s because originally I 
wanted to become a filmmaker,” 
Siggi explains. “There is a lot go-

ing on in my head, so many free 
thoughts at the same time, and 
everything is also going on so 
fast around us—time, ageing, 
life, earth. It’s all in the now, but 
it’s also all constantly moving to-
wards the new now.”

The future is now
This kind of tension between fu-
ture and present is not only trans-
lated into characters that are eter-
nally moving forwards, but also 
in the fluidity of forms that Siggi 
draws. Fat bodies and full faces 
melt like wax, sliding down onto 
the canvas as if they were real. A 
horse with no face passes by.

 Siggi’s inter-
est in comics and 
modern drawing is 
apparent in the use 
of tools such as co-
loured pencils and 
pens, but the onei-
ric surroundings 
and the painstak-
ing attention to de-
tails are a clear nod 
to William Blake. “I 
like Eighties anime 
and the Simpsons, 

but I also love the old Renaissance 
masters, as well as Goya and Fran-
cis Bacon,” Siggi says. “However, I 
also want to draw the future. All 
the Renaissance masters would 
paint all these epic things with 
oil on canvas, but we’re in 2018 
now. So I use the tools I have and 
I try to enjoy every second of it.” 

Siggi welcomes a class into his dark artistic world

Artists 

Bára Kristinsdóttir 
Claire Paugam  
Eirún Sigurðardóttir 
Elín Hansdóttir  
Eva Ísleifsdóttir 
Guðrún Benónýsdóttir 
Haraldur Jónsson 
Shoplifter/Hrafnhildur Arnardóttir 
Hrafnkell Sigurðsson 
Hreinn Friðfinnsson  
Katrín Elvarsdóttir 
Klængur Gunnarsson  
Margrét Bjarnadóttir 
Roni Horn 
Sigurður Guðmundsson 
Steina  
Una Margrét Árnadóttir 
Örn Alexander Ámundason
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Gerðarsafn  Kópavogur Art Museum 

“I like anime, 
the Simpsons, 
the old Renais-

sance mas-
ters, and Goya 
and Bacon, but 
I want to draw 

the future.”

i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16
101 Reykjavík
info@i8.is

t: +354 551 3666
www.i8.is

ORRI
8 February - 24 March 2018

i8 Gallery is on facebook and instagram @i8gallery.
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Send your listings to: listings@grapevine.is

Opening
GALLERY GÁTT
Höfuðáttir
This painting exhibit features the 
works of Arnar Eylíður Davíðsson, 
Diðrik Jón Kristófersson, Helga Ást-
valdsdóttir, and Igor Gaivoronski.
• Opens on 3rd March, 2018
• Runs until 18th March, 2018

EKKISENS & GALLERY PORT
Computer Spirit
The unseen bonds between com-
puter and man—virtual reality, the 
flesh of software—is torn apart in 
this joint exhibition.
• Opens on 3rd March, 2018
• Runs until 13th March, 2018

MUSEUM OF DESIGN AND APPLIED ARTS
Behind The Scenes With   
Einar Þorsteinn 
In 2014, architect and mathemati-
cian Einar Þorsteinn Ásgeirsson gave 
all his belongings to the museum. 
Best described as a renaissance 
man, the exhibit is full of curiosities.
• Opens on 15th March, 2018
• Runs until 7th October, 2018

THE NORDIC HOUSE
Inspired by Aalto: Sustainability as 
an Attitude
Come see some of Alvar Aalto‘s clas-
sic furniture designs and some of 
the works he inspired including an 
assortment of Artek furniture.
• Opens on 2nd March, 2018
• Runs until 2nd September, 2018
Ongoing 
NATIONAL GALLERY OF ICELAND
Treasures Of A Nation
A selection of over 80 works chosen 
from the national gallery’s collection 
display the evolution of art since the 
19th century. 
• Runs until 31st December, 2019

Rule Of The Game
Finnish artist Elina Brotherus comes 
to Iceland with a retrospective. 
She's known for her arresting self-
portraits and landscapes.
• Runs until 24th June, 2018

Corry-Roe and Diddly-doe
Ásgrímur Jónsson's art explores the 
fears and dreams of generations 
as mysterious Icelandic elves, trolls 
and monsters materialise right in 
front of you.

• Runs until 29th April, 2018 

EINAR JÓNSSON MUSEUM 
Permanent Exhibition
The museum contains close to 
300 artworks including a beautiful 
garden with 26 bronze casts of the 
artist’s sculptures.
• On permanent view 

REYKJAVÍK ART MUSEUM - HAFNARHÚS
Erró: More is Beautiful
This exhibition shines a special 
light on Erró’s works—intricate and 
charged structures related to poli-
tics, science, fiction and art history. 
• Runs until 1st May, 2018

Fact of the Matter – Draft of Contem-
porary Art History in Iceland [1.0]
What characterises Icelandic fine 
art in the 21st century? Hafnarhús 
constructs a collection of phenom-
ena, materials and art pieces that 
track the meaning of beauty within 
Icelandic art.
• Runs until 1st May, 2018

Tak i lige måde: Contemporary Art 
from Denmark 
The museum celebrates the centen-
nial of Iceland’s independence from 
Denmark by inviting Danish artists 
to exhibit their work and address 
pressing issues of our times.
• Runs until 21st May, 2018
 
D32 Páll Haukur Björnsson: The Whole 
Is Always Smaller Than Its Parts
Through the art of sculpture mak-
ing, Páll Haukur poses questions 
about arts boundaries.
• Runs until 18th March, 2018 

KLING & BANG
Evolvement
Hekla Dögg Jónsdóttir’s layered 
installation is not only a way to 
construct a framework for creativ-
ity, but it also gives her a space to 
complete artwork in its own right.  
• Runs until 11th March, 2018

MUSEUM OF DESIGN AND APPLIED ART
 ÐYSLEXTWHERE

At once exhibition and workshop, 
ÐYSLEXTWHERE offers a collectien of 
knitted hats featuring interesting 
spellnig mistakes. All hats are for 
sale.
• Runs until 1st May, 2018

HAFNARBORG

Ultimate, Relative
Ráðhildur Ingadóttir looks at her 
own life for inspiration, creating 
a world that is entirely her own 
through an installation of drawings, 
sculptures and videos projected on 
raw wool canvases. 
• Runs until 11th March, 2018

Memories & Hidden Places
This exhibition is a collection of 
photos by Danish artist Astrid Kruse 
Jensen that deal with darkness, 
emptiness and memory with a look 
at winter days that are reminiscent 
of days past. 
• Runs until 18th March, 2018

ÁRBÆR OPEN AIR MUSEM
Daily Guided Tours 
Tours are from 13:00 to 14:00 
through its open air exhibits.
• On permanent view

SKAFTFELL, SEYÐISFJÖRDUR
Allar Leiðir Slæmar
Tours are from 13:00 to 14:00 
through its open air exhibits.
• Runs until 8th April, 2018

THE LIVING ART MUSEUM
Distant Matter
This exhibition brings together the 
works of Katrín Agnes Klar and Lukas 
Kindermann in an array of 3D prints, 
poster horizons and popsicle-
coloured screensavers to unveil the 
orderly chaos of the cosmos. .
• Runs until 11th March, 2018

REYKJAVÍK CITY MUSEUM
Settlement Sagas
As Viking ruins meet digital technol-
ogy, this exhibition provides insight 
into reykjavík's farms at the time of 
the first settlers.
• On permanent view

REYKJAVÍK ART MUSEUM 
-KJARVALSSTAÐIR
Tales Of The Unseen
At the darkest time of year, this col-
lective exhibition digs out the most 
grotesque of characters in still or 
ever-moving settings, from mysteri-
ous beings exploding on canvas, to 
fluid bodies melting before you.
• Runs until 22nd April, 2018 

Kjarval: La Durée
A look at Kjarval’s most avant-garde 
works from the early 19th century, 
dealing with the concept of time 
and its influence on the mind.
• Runs until 29th April, 2018

REYKJAVÍK MUSEUM OF PHOTOGRAPHY
This Island Earth
Here, five photographers turn their 
gaze towards nature, bending and 
twisting it into a personal explora-
tion. The exhibition is a part of the 
Icelandic Photography Festival.
• Runs until 6th May, 2018

GERÐARSAFN KÓPAVOGUR ART MUSEUM
Embody
Interested in exploring the idea of 
body and embodiment in contem-
porary art? The exhibit features 
work by artists like Shoplifter, Elín 
Hansdóttir, and many more.
• Runs until 15th April, 2018

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ICELAND
The Long Apartment Block in Upper 
Breiðholt
Photographer David Barreiro took 
one building Breiðholt and explored 
it inside and out. Come get intimate-
ly acquainted with the 320 metre 
space and its inhabitants. 
• Runs until 27th May, 2018

Fishing Stations of Old Iceland
Iceland's rich history of fishing sta-
tions is put on display here by pho-
tographer Karl Jeppesen. Some are 
still in use. Others have disappeared 
from the face of the earth
• Runs until 27th May, 2018 

REYKJAVÍK ART MUSEUM - 
ÁSMUNDARSAFN
Invasion I: Guðmundur Thoroddsen
The first instalment of a series of 
exhibitions that encourage artists 
to engage with the artistic heritage 
of Ásmundur Sveinsson. 
• Opens on 15th April, 2018

LIVING ART MUSEUM
Distant Matter
The first instalment of a series of 
exhibitions that encourage artists 
to engage with the artistic heritage 
of Ásmundur Sveinsson. 
• Opens on 15th April, 2018

SIGURJÓN ÓLAFSSON MUSEUM
Two Comrades
Icelandic artists Sigurjón Ólafsson 
and Asger Jern  were both influential 

figures in the Danish art scene in the 
1930s. Their works are now shown 
together to hopefully unveil new 
links and relationships.
• Runs until 13th May, 2018 

I8
 Orri 

Orri's photographs span decades of 
his family history, presenting works 
that are intimate but not intrusive—
beauty without affectation.
• Runs until 24th March, 2018

LISTASALUR MOSFELLSBÆJAR
Landbrot
Here, Sæunn Þorsteindóttir presents 
a collection of works made entirely 
out of maps, where methods inter-
sect with landscapes themselves. 
• Runs until 23rd March, 2018

HARBINGER
SILICONE DREAM 
The HARD-CORE art startup brings to-
gether the natural with the robotic 
in 'SILICON DREAMS'. Both robust and 
soft, silicon embodies and unites: 
silicon valleys, silicon mountains, 
silicon disasters and... silicon 
dreams. Intrigued?
• Runs until 11th March, 2018

HANNESARHOLT
Peekaboo
Georg Douglas blends natural and 
molecular elements to produce 
abstract paintings that both explore 
and complicate the classic flower. 
• Runs until 28th March, 2018

HVERFISGALLERÍ
THESE TIMES
Sculptor Kristinn E. Hrafnsson dives 
into the concept of time. Can time 
be constrained or must we just get 
to grips with it?
• Runs until 31st March, 2018

Mar 2 - Mar 15

Our Picks

  

B-Come Cardi B

 Lipsync Karaoke at Kiki

Sundays - 21:00 - Kiki Queer Bar - Free

Remember when 
Trixie Mattel lost 
a lipsync to the 
human equivalent 
of Xanax? Or when 
Alyssa Edwards and 
Tatianna redefined 
the term ‘Shut Up 
& Drive’? Or when 
Shangela turned 
a lampshade into 
a full on dance 
weapon? Well, 
here’s your time 
to show ‘em up, so 
bust out your best 
choreography, 
serve up your top 

face, and throw 
down a few rose 
petals in the pro-
cess. Every week 
Gógó Starr and 
Gloria Hole host 
lipsync karaoke 
at Kiki, which is 
basically the best 
kind of karaoke be-
cause there, you’ll 
never hear any 
drunk girls take on 
‘Lady Marmalade’. 
That said, a death 
drop is always ap-
preciated. HJC

  

The Love Of the Subject

 Orri

Runs until 24 March - i8 Gallery

Orri’s photographs span three 
decades of his family history, 
presenting works that are intimate 
but not intrusive—beautiful without 
affectation. HJC

  

See Without Looking Away

 About Looking

Until 11 May — Gallery GAMMA

Naked women drawing other naked 
women—nudes drawing nudes—is 
the impetus for this exhibit. The artists' 
goal was not to capture reality but 
rather just to learn how to look. HJC

  

Scandinavian Pain

 Aki Koskinen - Anamnesis

Runs until 13 April - The Nordic House

An exhibition of painting inspired by 
walks in the Finnish winter wilder-
ness. Aki’s cold blue palette will be 
familiar to Reykvíkingur, but hey, 
S.A.D. loves company, right? JR
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Garðatorg 1· Garðabær
Open Tue - Sun 12 -17

Exhibitions:
The imaginarium 
of Kron by Kronkron. 
Official opening 
18th of March
Ðyslextwhere 
spelling mistakes 
in knitwear
Behind the scenes 
with Einar Þorsteinn

www.honnunarsafn.is
honnunarsafn



A New Star Of 
Icelandic Cinema

Hera Hilmar at Stockfish Film Festival
Words: Valur Gunnarsson

We all remember Death and the 
Maiden, the 1994 film starring Ben 
Kingsley as a suspected war crim-
inal flushed out by one of his vic-
tims, played by Sigourney Weaver. 
Now Kingsley is back as a criminal 
from another war. But this time, 
Death has found a new Maiden in 
An Ordinary Man, which is the 
opening film at this year’s Stock-
fish Film Festival. 
 The story goes that Kingsley 
personally asked for Hera Hilmar 
to play his new maiden, this time 
as an actual maid. Hilmar is short 
for Hilmarsdóttir, and by now her 
nationality should be clear. Hera 
first caused a stir in Iceland at the 
age of 19 when she starred in the 
film 'Veðramót' ('Quiet Storm'), for 
which she was nominated for an 
Edda award. The film, about juve-
nile delinquents in Iceland in the 
70s, starred a number of children 
of the Icelandic film-making ar-
istocracy and Hera was no excep-
tion. Her father is renowned direc-
tor and former film school rector 
Hilmar Oddsson, and her mother 
is the actress Þórey Sigþórsdóttir. 
 Her big break in Iceland came in 
2014 when she played a prostitute 
in 'Vonarstræti' ('Life in a Fish-
bowl'), dealing with the econom-
ic collapse, but meanwhile, she 
starred in international TV series 
such as 'Da Vinci’s Demons' and 
'World Without End'. She starred 
alongside Kingsley last year and 
the two team up again for 'An Or-
dinary Man'.
 The festival is now in its fifth 
edition but can trace its roots back 
to 1978. It is a celebration of cin-
ema lasting for 10 days at the Bíó 

Paradís cinema, with many of the 
films and some of the guests fresh 
from major festivals like Ber-
linale. There will also be lectures 
and workshops. One of them is a 
meeting point for Nordic wom-
en in filmmaking. Icelandic fe-
male directors have already had a 
strong showing this year with Ása 

Hjörleifsdóttir’s excellent debut 
The Swan. And everybody knows 
that Iceland is a popular location 
for international filmmakers, 
popping up in everything from 
'Game of Thrones' to 'Star Wars.' 
David Broder, a leading UK loca-
tion manager based in the UK, will 
participate in a panel. 
 Another major guest is Ag-
nieszka Mandat, the leading ac-
tress from Agnieszka Holland’s 
Spoor, which just won an award at 

Berlinale and will now be shown 
here. It is also Poland’s contender 
for best foreign language Oscar, 
and one of the pleasing develop-
ments in Icelandic theatres of late 
is the prevalence of Polish film 
screenings. Poles are by far the 
biggest immigrant group here, 
and we are finally getting a taste of 
their culture. Mainstream Polish 
films are regularly shown at Bíó 
Paradís, and now we get the festi-
val fare, too. 
 Not to be missed is the Spret-
tfiskur short film competition, 
which shows the works of up and 
coming filmmakers, as well as 
the Works in Progress screening, 
which shows films already in the 
making. 

 But if you want to see Hera 
Hilmar in the flesh, the opportu-
nity will present itself later today 
(if you are reading this on the day 
of publication). She, along with di-
rector Brad Silbering, will attend 
a special Q&A session after the 
18.00 screening (Kingsley will not 
be present, we assume he is tied to 
a chair somewhere). If you missed 
that, run on down to Bíó Paradís 
anyway. You won’t regret it. 

Find today's events  
in Iceland! 

Download our free 
listings app - APPENING 

on the Apple and 
Android stores

Events
Film

FILM

Not an ordinary man

pho.is

We 
specialize 

in  
Asian 

Cuisine

Vietnamese Restaurant
➀ Laugavegur 27

➁ Suðurlandsbraut 8
Tel: 588 68 68

Hera Hilmar



Various Events

Friday March 2nd

How To Become Icelandic In 
60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Freaky Fridays!
All Day Hlemmur Mathöll
RuPaul's Drag Race All Stars 3 
Screening & Performance
19:30 Loft
Stockfish Film Festival
Various Times Bíó Paradís

Saturday March 3rd

Artisanal Food Fair
11:00 Harpa
Clothing Market
13:00 LOFT
CCTV Pop-Up Shop
16:00 Eyjarslóð 9
Mömmubíó: 'The Florida Project' 
Screening
14:00 Bíó Paradís
Mömmubíó: 'Call Me By Your Name' 
Screening
14:00 Bíó Paradís
Mömmubíó: 'The Florida Project' 
Screening
14:00 Bíó Paradís
Mömmubíó: 'Antboy' Screening
14:00 Bíó Paradís
Stockfish Film Festival
Various Times Bíó Paradís

Sunday March 4th

Sunday Yoga
12:00 Loft
Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa

 Lipsync Karaoke
21:00 Kiki Queer Bar
Party Bingo With Sigga Kling
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Artisanal Food Fair
11:00 Harpa
Yoga Meditation  
20:00 ODDSSON
Stockfish Film Festival
Various Times Bíó Paradís

Monday March 5th

Stand-up Comedy (in English!) 
21:00 Gaukurinn 
Writing Community Space 
18:30 Andrými
Stockfish Film Festival
Various Times Bíó Paradís

Tuesday March 6th

Watercolour Night
20:00 Loft
Game of Thrones Pub Quiz
21:00 Bravó
Stockfish Film Festival
Various Times Bíó Paradís

Wednesday March 7th

Stelpur Rokka (Girls Rock) Pub Quiz
20:00 Loft
Open-Mic Standup Comedy 
(In English!)
20:30 Gaukurinn
Pub Quiz
20:30 IÐNÓ

 Who Let The Dagsson?
21:00 Hard Rock Café
Stockfish Film Festival
Various Times Bíó Paradís

Thursday March 8th

GIRL POWER Dance Show & Party
20:00 Gaukurinn

 Who Let The Dagsson?
21:00 Hard Rock Café
Open Yoga Session
18:00 Andrými
Stockfish Film Festival
Various Times Bíó Paradís

Friday March 9th

RuPaul's Drag Race All Stars 3 
Screening & Performance
19:30 Loft Hostel

 Who Let The Dagsson?
21:00 Hard Rock Café
Stockfish Film Festival
Various Times Bíó Paradís

Saturday March 10th

How To Become Icelandic In 
60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Student Art Market
14:00 Loft
Stockfish Film Festival
Various Times Bíó Paradís
'Women Of Mafia' Screening
17:30 Bíó Paradís

Sunday March 11th

Icelandic Sagas: The Greatest Hits
20:15 Harpa
Sunday Yoga

12:00 Loft
 Lipsync Karaoke

21:00 Kiki Queer Bar
Hangover Cinema 
22:00 Prikið
Party Bingo With Sigga Kling
21:00 Sæta Svínið
Yoga Meditation  
20:00 ODDSSON
Stockfish Film Festival
Various Times Bíó Paradís

Monday March 12th

Stand-up Comedy (in English!) 
21:00 Gaukurinn
Writing Community Space 
18:30 Andrými

Tuesday March 13th

Watercolour Night
20:00 Loft
Friends Pub Quiz
21:00 Bravó

Wednesday March 14th

Open-Mic Standup Comedy 
(In English!)
20:30 Gaukurinn
How To Become Icelandic In 
60 Minutes
19:00 Harpa
Icetralia Live Podcast
20:00 Húrra

Thursday  March 15th

DesignTalks
9:00 Harpa
Open Yoga Session
18:00 Andrými
Prump í Paradís: Howard The Duck
20:00 Bíó Paradís

ART HOUSE CINEMA & CAFÉHAPPY HOUR 

5–7 PM Hverfisgata 54 • 101 Reykjavik • Iceland • ��� ���� • Full schedule at bioparadis.is 

After Leviathan, director Andrey Zvyagintsev once again 
depicts a brutal and pitiless humanity — fragile, broken 

— in this uncompromising portrait of the struggles of a 
loveless family.

Set over one summer, the film follows precocious 
6-year-old Moonee as she courts mischief and adven-
ture with her ragtag playmates and bonds with her re-
bellious but caring mother, all while living in the shadows 
of Disney World.

Award winning Polish director Agnieszka Holland returns 
to the big screen with a subversive thriller. Spoor is set in a 
landscape of changing seasons; however, the wild beauty 
of the countryside cannot hide the corrupt nature, cruelty 
and stupidity of the people who live there.

Isabelle (Juliette Binoche), Parisian artist, divorced 
mother, is looking for love, true love at last. The film is 
inspired by Roland Barthes’s 1977 text A Lover’s Dis-
course: Fragments.

LOVELESS

THE FLORIDA PROJECT

SPOOR

LET THE SUNSHINE IN
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SALKA VALKA
FISH & MORE

SkólavörDustígur 23  • 101 reykjavík

Steamed Fresh Fish, Traditional Icelandic Fish ‘Stew’, Fish & Vegan Soups, 
Smoked Salmon & Vegan Toppings on Sourdough Bread, Beer, Wine, Coffee & more
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Tómas Ísdal could easily be called the 
backbone of Icelandic black metal. In 
addition to co-owning Vánagandr—Ice-
land’s black metal cassette label—Tómas 
himself plays guitar, bass, or drums in 
Naðra, Misþyrming, Carpe Noctem, 0, 
Grafir, Nornahetta, and a host of other 
acts, so many that he usually loses count 
when naming them. 
 His presence is so pivotal that it’s ac-
tually become a running joke in the scene 
that if Tómas were to be—in true black 
metal fashion—murdered by anyone, 
there would be no more black metal in Ice-
land. Everything involves him. To under-
stand the cardinal musician, we sat down 
with him to hear about some of his forma-
tive influences. 

Darkthrone ‘Under A Funeral Moon’  

When I was maybe thirteen, I got Dark-
throne’s ‘Under A Funeral Moon’ on CD 
and that was the moment I got com-
pletely enveloped in black metal. The 
music sounded completely different 
from anything else I had ever heard at 
the time. It had this dreamlike qual-
ity to it. I liked that it was not trying  
to be super heavy but that it strived 
for different things. It felt like ambi-
ent music. I still play that album every 
time it snows—at least once a winter. I 
don’t know if any of my bands have any 
Darkthrone qualities but I don’t think 
I would have gotten into black metal if 
not for ‘Under A Funeral Moon’. 

The countryside 

I’ve always been fascinated by nature 
and specifically the mountains in Ice-
land. My parents built a small cabin 
not too far from Skaftafell and my Dad 
would take me on hikes there once in a 
while when I was younger. Mountains 
pair very nicely with black metal. They 
are a very good match, and you can hear 
that when you listen to it.  

Traditional Icelandic folk songs

In kindergarten, we would always sing 
the old Icelandic folk songs like ‘Heyr 
himna smiður’ and such. I really liked 
them and now I sing those same songs 
to my daughter. She’s five and very mu-
sical—she now knows all of them too. I 
think some of my black metal is highly 
influenced by those old folk songs. We 
all grew up with them so there is some 
part of them in all our music. 

‘Because We Can’ 

A lot of what I—or any of the other guys 
in the black metal scene—have done 

with our music has been just because 
we could. It’s difficult to pinpoint ex-
actly why Dagur and I started Vána-
gandr, but it was just that we saw oth-
er people across the world do similar 
things and it was like, why can’t we do 
it here? So it was just an idea, but with 
the internet, we realised it was possible 
and so we just did it. 
Then without Vánagandr, we wouldn’t 
have done Úlfsmessa, which was a per-
formance we did two years in a row at 
Eistnaflug. A bunch of Icelandic black 
metal bands joined together to stage a 
Black Mass. We rented out an art gallery 
and spray painted the walls with blood 
and covered the ground with earth and 
rotting meat. We only did that because 
the lineup times allowed for it and we 
realised we could so we did. And with-
out those crazy weird shows, what’s 
going on now in Icelandic black metal 
wouldn’t have happened.  

Culture

Rotting Meat, Folk  
Songs, & Darkthrone

A few of Tómas Ísdal's favourite things

MAKING OF  
AN ARTIST 

Words:
Tómas Ísdal

Photo: 
Art Bicnick

Clockwise: Tómas Ísdal, Darkthrone, The Countryside and Sigvaldi Kaldalóns, composer of "Heyr himna smiður"

gpv.is/making
Share this + Archives



A GUIDE THAT 
FUCKS YOU UP

A selection from 

Every  
Happy 

Hour 
in 101 Reykjavík

AMERICAN BAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 750 ISK, 
Wine 850 ISK.

APÓTEK
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 695 ISK, 
Wine 745 ISK.

BAR ANANAS
Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 1.600 
ISK.

BAZAAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 800 ISK, 
Wine 850 ISK.

BRASS KITCHEN 
AND BAR
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 800 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 2000

BRAVÓ
Every day from 
11:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK, 
Wine 900 ISK.

BRYGGJAN 
BRUGGHÚS
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 750 ISK, 
Wine 950 ISK.

FORRÉTTABARINN
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.

GAUKURINN
Every day from 
14:00 to 21:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK,
Shots 750 ISK.

HLEMMUR 
SQUARE
Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK,
Cocktails 1,250 
ISK.

HÚRRA
Mon-Sat from 
18:00 to 21:00, 
Sunday from 

19:00 to 21:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.

ÍSLENSKI BARINN
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.

ÍSAFOLD 
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.

KAFFIBARINN
Every day from 
15:00 to 20:00.
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 700 ISK.

KEX HOSTEL
Every day from 
15:00  to 19:00.
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 650 ISK.

KUMIKO
Every day from 
17:00  to 19:00.
Beer 850 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 1.700 
ISK.

KRYDDLEGIN 
HJÖRTU
Every day from 
17:00 to 19:00.
Beer 850 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.

LOFT
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 650 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK.

MARBAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 650 ISK,
Cocktails 1.200 
ISK.

PABLO DISCOBAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK,
6 Cocktails 1050 
ISK each.

PRIKIÐ
Every day from 
16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 600 ISK,

PUBLIC HOUSE
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00, 

23:00 to 1:00.
Beer 790 ISK,
Wine 790 ISK.

RED CHILI
Sun-Thur 16:00 
to 18:00.
Fri-Sat 16:00 to 
18:00 and 21:00 
to 23:00
Beer 650 ISK,
Wine 650 ISK.

SÆTA SVÍNIÐ
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK.

SKY
Every day from 
16:00 to 18:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 900 ISK.

SKÚLI CRAFT BAR
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 600 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK. 

SOLON BISTRO
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK,
Cocktails 2 for 1 
2.500 ISK. 

STOFAN CAFE
Every day from 
17:00 to 20:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 950 ISK.

SUSHI SOCIAL
Every day from 
17:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK, 
Half-priced 
cocktails

EL SANTO
Week days from 
17:00 to 19:90, 
weekends from 
22:00 to 1:00
Beer 700 ISK,
Wine 1000 ISK,
Cockails 1.750 
ISK.

TAPAS BARINN
Every day from 
17:00 to 18:00.
Beer 645 ISK,
Wine 745 ISK.

STÚDENTA-
KJALLARINN
Every day from 
16:00 to 19:00.
Beer 650 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK.

UPPSALIR
Every day from 
17:00 to 19:00.
2for1:  
- Beer 1100 ISK,
- Wine 1.400 ISK,
- Cocktails 2.090 
ISK.

VEÐUR
Every day from 
12:00 to 19:35.
Beer 800 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.

ÖLSTOFAN
Every day from 
15:00 to 20:00.
Beer 750 ISK,
Wine 800 ISK.

SLIPPBARINN
Every day from 
15:00 to 18:00.
Beer 500 ISK,
Wine 750 ISK.
Selected Cock-
tail 1200 ISK.

Get the 
complete 

Happy Hour 
listings! 

Download 
our free app 
Appy Hour in 

the Apple and 
Android stores

  
Featured Happy Hour

 DILLON 
Laugavegur 30, 
14:00 to 20:00 
Beer 600-700 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK.

Crammed most 
nights with rock-
ers, metalheads, 
and tourists look-
ing for a place to 

mumble AC/DC 
songs into their 
beer, Dillon Whis-
key Bar boasts a 
wide selection of 
over 100 whiskies 
and hosts some 
of Iceland’s best 
hard rock bands 
on the weekends.

With his legendary concentration and 45 years of experience our Master 
Watchmaker ensures that we take our waterproofing rather seriously.  
Gilbert O. Gudjonsson, our Master Watchmaker and renowned craftsman, 
inspects every single timepiece before it leaves our workshop.
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NO BUN
NO FUN

Laugavegi  28

537 99 00

sumac@sumac. is

sumac. is

Quality Craft Beer

Aðalstræti 9  •  tel: +354 5196455  •  Facebook: Skuli Craft Bar
Sun - Thu 15:00 - 23:00  •  Fri - Sat 15:00 - 01:00
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Manipulating Time In 
Search Of Meaning

Auður Ava's ‘Hotel Silence’ published in English 

Words: Björn Halldórsson   Photo: Art Bicnick

This month, Pushkin Press and 
Grove Atlantic will be publishing 
‘Hotel Silence’, Icelandic author 
and playwright Auður Ava Ólaf-
sdóttir's third novel to appear 
in English, and her fifth overall. 
Upon its publication in 2016, the 
book won the Icelandic Literature 
Prize. More recently it was also 
nominated for the Nordic Coun-
cil Literature Prize, and named as 
one of the ten best novels to look 
out for in 2018 by The Independent. 
 Currently, Auður is ready-
ing herself for going out into the 
world to present the novel to its 
new readers. “When a book leaves 
home it needs to find its own way 
but sometimes the author follows 
behind to talk about it,” she jokes. 
“My measure of when a book is fin-
ished is whether it has become a 
stranger to me; as if it was writ-
ten by someone else. At that point, 
I turn into a reader and have no 
more means of accessing the book 
than anyone else.” She smiles. 
“If a book was a person it would 
be a better person than I am.”

Sympathy for the lost
The novel's protagonist is one Jónas 
Ebeneser, a middle-aged, divorced 
handyman who is contemplating 
suicide after discovering he is not 
his daughter's biological father. In 
a vain attempt to not cause undue 

trauma to his daughter, he decides 
to travel overseas to complete 
the act—preferably to a war-torn 
country that is already all too fa-
miliar with death. However, at the 
last minute, worried that he might 
need to install a 
ceiling hook in his 
hotel room to hang 
himself properly, 
he packs a drill and 
his toolbox (“the 
smaller one”) for 
his one-way trip. 
 “I like to write 
about abnorma l 
normal people,” 
Auður says of the 
stoic Jónas. “My 
protagonists are often people 
who find themselves in impos-
sible situations, who are lost, 
but trying to find their way.”

Language vs. 
physicality

Jónas's abilities as a handy-
man—he is capable of installing 
kitchens and aligning doors—
form a major theme of the novel. 
It’s a characteristic that Auður 
says epitomises traditional as-
pects of Icelandic masculinity. 
 “Both my grandfathers were 
craftsmen,” she says. “One was a 
blacksmith and the other a coffin 
maker. Still, I felt as if I was writing 
against cliché. Today, men who por-
tray that sort of masculinity in lit-
erature and film are usually depict-
ed as losers. You know: antisocial, 
middle-aged average Joes, living 
alone and not washing their hair.” 
 For Auður Ava, that's not what 
Jónas is about. “He's quiet, but my 
characters are often quiet; male 
or female,” she says. “I like substi-
tuting language with physicality. 
Touch, skin, flesh and scars all play 
significant roles in ‘Hotel Silence’. 
For the characters, silence is a 
remedy that can heal their scars.”

A world with meaning
The destination that Jónas chooses 
for his suicide is never specified, 
but has an eerie familiarity to it. 
It’s an ‘anyplace’ that we've seen 
on countless news reports; a coun-

try haunted by the trauma of war. 
 “There's usually a certain ab-
sence of time and place in my 
books,” Auður admits. “If some-
thing is 'nowhere', that also means 
that it's ‘everywhere’, and perhaps 
even ‘anytime.’ Even though people 
in the Western world prefer watch-
ing their wars on TV rather than 
outside their windows, I always 
think: this might just as well be 
us. We are the others. I agree with 
Ragnar Kjartansson when he says 
in one of his artworks: ‘It's beauti-
ful but sad to be a human being.’ 
By writing fiction, I'm struggling 

to create a world that 
contains some deep-
er meaning of what 
it is to be human.” 
 “Humanity is the 
same everywhere,” 
s h e  c o n t i n u e s . 
“There's love every-
where and always. 

The book asks ques-
tions like: How fragile 
is a human body? How 
do we use words? How 

do we justify ourselves through 
our actions? Is there anything we 
can do to mend or ‘fix’ the world? 
I don't think the way to find hap-
piness is through the type of self-
centeredness that “finding your-
self” implies, like the self-help 
books promise you. Who is this 
fixed and eternal ‘self’ supposed to 
be? Thank God that we can't help 
changing and evolving throughout 
our lives. That dialogue between 
a former self and a present self is 
one of the themes of the book.”

Alternative realities
While being filled with poetic lan-
guage as well as black humour, 
Auður Ava's work often contains 
an undertone of the political. 
Hearing her speak of fiction and 
art, it’s clear that she has a pro-
found belief in the ability of both 
to connect people and cultures 
in a way that nothing else can. 
 “I suppose I'm driven by that 
childish notion of wanting to influ-
ence the world," she concludes. “It's 
almost like wanting to tidy things 
up. Organize the chaos. Create an 
alternative reality that has mean-
ing. I can do that by telling a story. 
But writing is also a means of ma-
nipulating time. You can only write 
one sentence at a time, while the 
world is happening simultaneously 
all around you. A novel is an orga-
nized approximation of reality, and 
everything that goes into a novel 
unavoidably has meaning. There's 
no such thing as innocent fiction.” 

gpv.is/lit
Share this + Archives

Auður Ava, author of 'Hotel Silence'

“There's no 
such thing as 

innocent 
fiction.”

THE HOME
OF ICELANDIC

SEAFOOD
AND LAMB

APOTEK Kitchen+Bar is a casual-smart
restaurant located in one of Reykjavíks

most historical buildings.
 We specialize in fresh seafood

and local ingredients 
prepared with a modern twist. 

APOTEK KITCHEN+BAR           Austurstræti 16          101 Reykjavík       apotek.is          
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Wearing: 
 ▶ Ready-made kimono: I took two evening 

robes and sewed them together. I like 
to find stuff and just sew them together 
in new ways, make something new with 
something old.

 ▶ Black hoodie 
 ▶ Black turtleneck
 ▶ Black Wide pants
 ▶ Black Booties 

Describe your style in 5 words: 
Wear old. Think new. Black. 

Favourite stores in Reykjavík: 
I don’t shop very much here, but maybe at 
Stefánsbúð and KronKron. KronKron is fuck-
ing expensive but if I find something I want, 
I buy it. I am very lucky that I don’t know how 
to shop online or else I’d be broke. 

Favourite piece: Jesus. Everything that I 
own. I think I am kind of a hoarder with 
clothes but I love them all. In my room, I 

have a beautiful antique sofa with a hill of 
clothes on it, a walk-in closet that is filled, 
then drawers that are stuffed with black 
socks. I also have a lot of fabric. 
 But I just bought 12 cm high velvet 
pin-heeled boots from Spúútnik that I love. 
My friend wants me to be a drag queen like 
Violet Chachki so I guess I now have the 
heels for it. 

Least Favourite Trend: The worst trend is 
when people make a whole outfit a trend. 
Right now it’s a duster coat, mom jeans, and 
a tight turtleneck. So you walk into a fast 
fashion store, buy the whole thing and call 
that fashionable. People walk in different 
and come out the same. It’s not their own 
style and it makes me yawn. There’s a differ-
ence between fashionable and trendy. Fash-
ion is art. Trends are hype. You’re following 
others instead of following yourself. 

Lusting After: A black Maison Martin Mar-
giela skirt/dress. Also a shelf.

Jón Guðrún-Carlosson (21)  is 
a student studying tailoring at 
Tæniskólinn. 

FANCIES is a new feature where we get to know how 
Reykjavík's most fashion-forward figures think about style.

Hafnarstræti 1–3 / Tel. 555 2900 / saetasvinid.is

ICELANDIC GASTROPUB

LOCAL
FOOD AND BEER

Tasty and fun food made with fresh and local Icelandic ingredients.

We o�er a unique selection of Icelandic beer – 20 bottled, 10 on draft,
and artisan cocktails to enjoy alongside the food.

Open 11:30–23:30 

Drop by for lunch, late lunch, dinner or drinks in a casual and fun atmosphere.



Food! Fun! Food &Fun! 
Food fest brings international chefs to Reykjavík

 

Words: John Rogers   Photo: Art Bicnick
The Food & Fun festival began 
in Reykjavík on February 28th. 
An annual event now in its 17th 
year, Food & Fun brings guest 
chefs from around the world to 
Reykjavík to collaborate with lo-
cal restaurants in a five-day spree 
of parties, receptions and pop-up 
menus.
 The launch event was held at 
the Kópavogur Culinary College, 
where the founders of the festival 
gave speeches alongside Iceland’s 
Minister for Tourism and Indus-
try, Þórdís Kolbrún Reykfjörð 
Gylfadóttir, and Björn Blöndal 
from the mayor’s office. Both were 
keen to express the importance of 
the festival’s role in bringing new 
ideas and fresh perspectives to 
Iceland’s restaurant scene.

New Holt
A well-timed opening event was 
held on the same evening at Hotel 
Holt, where the house restaurant 
is receiving an infusion of new 
ideas from the Kex organisation, 
under the guidance of Ragnar 
Eiríksson, former head chef of the 
Michelin-starred Dill eatery. The 

gathering included a wide range of 
familiar faces, from the original 
architect of Hotel Holt to a throng 
of Reykjavík foodies.

Complementary 
philosophies

One of the picks of the 
Food & Fun festival 
is a collaboration be-
tween the acclaimed 
Westman Islands Slip-
purinn Eatery and Leif 
Sørensen, one of the 
founders of the Mi-
chelin-starred Faro-
ese restaurant Koks. 
 In the crisp and 
minimal dining room 
at Bergsson’s Gran-
di location, the two 
chefs collaborated on 
a menu influenced by 
their complementary 
philosophies and ap-
proaches. Both use 
locally sourced ingre-
dients, and food pre-
served via traditional methods, 
as the foundation for an authentic 
and regionally specific spin on 

fine dining. In this instance, Leif 
chose the main flavour pairings, 
with Gísli providing input on how 
best to achieve his ideas using sea-
sonal Icelandic ingredients. 

Interesting anomalies
The collaboration tossed up some 
interesting anomalies; most glar-
ingly, in the use of pork as an en-
trée. Iceland takes great pride in 
the quality of its lamb, and so it 
was refreshing to see on the menu 
a course of braised, pressed and 
then pan-fried pork belly with 

a garnish of shaved 
scratchings. A coarse-
ly chopped beef tartare 
was seasoned with el-
derflower, an ingredi-
ent common to other 
Nordic countries, but 
rarely used in Iceland. 
The cod came slow-
cooked with seaweed 
salt and garnished 
with sea truffles—an 
ingredient that Leif 
helped introduce to 
the fine dining world.   
     With fantastic wine 
pairings and flawless 
service, it was a night 
to remember. Food & 
Fun gives foodies a 
chance to taste some-

thing a little out of the Reykjavík 
ordinary: grab it while you can. 

Find the best 
food in Iceland!

Download our 
free dining 

app, CRAVING on 
the Apple and 

Android stores

R E S T A U R A N T

w  w  w  .  b  a  n  t  h  a  i  .  i  s

Laugavegur 130, Hlemmur, 105 Reykjavík  Tel : 6 9 2 -  0 5 6 4,   55 - 22 - 444

----------------------------

BanThai
B E S T   T H A I   F O O D  2 0 1 7

a l s o   b e s t   2 0  0  9,  2 0 1 0,  2 0 1 1,  2 0 1 2,  2 0 1 3,  2 0 1 4,  2 0 1 5   A  N  D   2 0 1 6

M A N Y    A W A R D S

Always been the best from the reviews
in our local people and local newspaper.
There's a reason why we get an award

every once a year
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FISH panS 

icelandic "plokkfiskur"  
Onion, garlic, potatoes,
celery, lime, white wine, 

cream and butter 
1,950 isk

 
arcTic cHar  

Honey, almonds, cherry–
tomatoes, lemon and butter

2,200 isk

redfisH 
Chili, celery root, sour cream, 

corn, lemon and cream
2,200 isk

plaice  
Tomatoes, capers, parsley,  

lemon and butter
2,200 isk

salmon (lacTose–free)
Parsnip, broccoli, cashews,  

coconut oil, chili and lemon
2,200 isk

our fisH pans are always served
wiTH buTTer–fried icelandic

poTaToes & fresH salad

any pans
for

luncH?

lækjargaTa 6b, 101 rvk · 546 0095 · messinn@messinn.com

Slippurinn x Leif Søresen pop-up at Bergsson RE

“Food & 
Fun brings 

guest chefs 
from around 
the world to 
Reykjavík to 
collaborate 
with local 

restaurants 
in a five 

day spree 
of pop-up 
menus.” 

Food



 

$izzling $teaks,  
Argentína $tyle 

A parent-friendly feast at  
Reykjavík’s veteran steak joint 

 

Words: John Rogers   Photo: Art Bicnick

The Argentína Steakhouse is a 
classic Icelandic restaurant that 
opened its doors way back in 1989. 
It has since become a popular spot 
for family meetings, special occa-
sions, or to satisfy meaty cravings 
with dishes chosen from a simple 
menu with a cross-generational 
appeal. 
 Restaurant trends in Reykjavík 
have evolved in the intervening 
decades, and particularly rapidly 
in recent years. However, the Ar-
gentína Steakhouse has stuck to 
its guns, serving up steak, Icelan-
dic lamb, and seafood, cooked over 
a charcoal-fired grill that’s located 
right in the dining room. 

Beef baron
It also hit the news lately that the 
owner, Björn Ingi Hrafnsson—a 
former Progressive Party politi-
cian and failed media mogul—
made a meal of his financial prob-
lems by trying to pay off one of his 
debts in steak rather than cash. 

All of the menu items were still 
available, so it appears his offer 
was rebuffed. Perhaps this wheel-
er-dealing beef baron just bit off 
more than he could chew.
 Dodg y dea l ings 
aside, the restaurant’s 
strategy of catering 
less to trend-chasers 
interested in foraged, 
slow-cooked, pickled 
or smoked ingredi-
ents, and more to 
traditionalists who 
like to know exactly 
what’ll be on their 
plate seems to have 
paid off. When we 
walk into the res-
taurant through the 
wood-panelled en-
trance tunnel, it ’s 
just after opening time on a rainy 
Tuesday evening, but there are al-
ready couples dotted around the 
room. With exposed brick and 
plaster walls, pinned up furs, and 
wood-lined booths in the window-

less dining room, there’s a certain 
masculine, stuffy vibe to the de-
cor; my companion notes that 
some splashes of colour wouldn’t 
go amiss.

Sparks fly
Nonetheless, the service is atten-
tive throughout, and we’re pre-
sented immediately with some 
soft leatherbound menus. I opt 
for the 11oz 28 day dry-aged rib 
eye, and my companion for a 7oz 
tenderloin. The sides are ordered 
separately, and we go for grilled 
Portobello mushrooms and Has-
selback potatoes, with a glass of 
the house Malbec each.
 As we crunch through a cou-
ple of slightly dry bread rolls, we 
watch the steaks being cooked be-
fore our eyes. The charcoal grill 
sends swirls of sparks up into a 
large extractor fan as the sizzling 
steaks are flipped. More people 
trickle in as we take in the am-
bience: a tri-generational family 
group, some loudly chattering 
Americans, and a young couple 
with matching platinum blonde 
locks. All are dressed up—Ar-
gentína Steakhouse’s reputation 
as a fancy dinner place seems very 
much intact.

Medium-rare perfection
The steaks are simply delicious. 
The cuts have a balance of fat and 
lean meat, and they’re sealed to 
preserve the moisture then seared 
to smoky medium-rare perfection. 
The potatoes and mushrooms are 

on-point, and we’re 
left leaning back in 
our chairs, sated. This 
is exactly how a good 
steak should be. 
 Contemporary 
dining this is not, but 
if some older relatives 
shou ld happen to 
come calling, Argentí-
na Steakhouse would 
be a safe bet to satis-
fy them. And based 
on the quality of the 
meat we were served, 
if Björn Ingi should 
happen to offer to pay 

you in steaks, it might be worth in-
vesting in a chest freezer and a tur-
bo-charged grill for the summer.  

1 0 1  Ó Ð I N S T O R G  R E Y K J A V Í K  Í S L A N D  S N A P S B I S T R O . I S
s n a p s b i s t r o @ s n a p s b i s t r o . i s  + 3 5 4  5 1 1 6 6 7 7

F R E N C H  O N I O N  S O U P
I c e l a n d i c  Í s b ú i  c h e e s e ,  c r o û t o n s

2 . 3 0 0 . k r

M O U L E S  M A R I N I È R E S
s t e a m e d  m u s s e l s  f r o m  B r e i ð a f j ö r ð u r

2 . 4 0 0 . k r

F I S H  O F  T H E  D A Y
c h e f ´ s  s p e c i a l

3 . 8 0 0 . k r

E s t .  2 0 1 2R e y k j a v i k
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Mom and dad-friendly dining

“If Björn Ingi 
should hap-
pen to offer 
to pay you 
in steaks, 

it might be 
worth invest-
ing in a chest 

freezer.”



“You can’t plan Iceland. Iceland 
just sort of happens,” wrote 
Grapevine contributor Parker 
Yamasaki, back in March of 2017. 
She was writing whilst marooned 
in Vík, during a Skaftafell road 
trip that was derailed by a 
fierce and unexpect-
ed windstorm. On 
that day, Route 
One was shut 
down com-
pletely by 
the weath-
er, leaving 
her with a 
t hw a r t e d 
afternoon 
t o  l o o k 
l o n g i n g l y 
out of the hos-
tel window and 
muse into her note-
book.
 The sentiment rang true then, 
and has echoed around my mind 
ever since. After various wind-
swept and storm-lashed excur-
sions out into the far reaches of 
the Icelandic countryside, it’s be-
come very clear how carefully one 
has to navigate Iceland’s treacher-
ous roads and subarctic elements. 
 For those who live here, if a 
trip has to be cancelled, it’s not so 
bad. After the initial disappoint-
ment, you can just try again in a 
few days. But for tourists who’ve 
flown in from faraway lands hav-
ing bought their weatherproof 
clothes, booked accommodation, 
printed out maps and itineraries, 
and nevertheless found them-
selves sitting behind the wheel 
of a rental car unable to leave the 
city, it must really suck. 
 But for people stuck in such a 
predicament, all is not lost—one 
can still put a car to good use, and 
get out to see the farther reaches 
of Reykjavík.

Sheets of rain
It’s on a particularly stormy Feb-
ruary morning amidst bursts of 
bright sunshine, blowing gales, 
and intermittent heav y sleet 

showers that we head out 
in the trusty Grape-

vine car to ex-
plore the area 

s u r r o u n d -
ing the 101 
p o s t c o d e . 
O u r on ly 
r u le:  not 
t o  s t r a y 
p a s t  t h e 

G r e a t e r 
R e y k j a v í k 

city limits. 
 E s c a p -

ing the snarls of 
downtown traffic 

in a torrential down-
pour, we cruise up the coastal 
road past the ex-industrial Gran-
di area. The wipers labour as they 
sweep away the rain, and through 
the windshield the hulking, 
snow-streaked mountains van-
ish into a dramatic wall of grey 

mist across the Faxaflói Bay. It’s 
impossible to get away from Ice-
land’s majestic landscapes, even 
in the centre of town.

To the lighthouse
The narrow Seltjarnarnes penin-
sula sits at Reykjavík’s western-
most extreme. Rows of apartment 
blocks give way to small, neat resi-
dential streets, then tumbledown 
industrial units, before the land 
opens out into the area of wilder-
ness with the Grótta lighthouse 
at its tip. 
 As we park up and venture out, 
the wind blows the car doors open 
emphatically. The tide is out, so 
we crunch out to the lighthouse 
over the black beach causeway, 
littered with frozen seaweed, 
smashed pink seashells and icy 
rocks. 
 It’s a completely unshielded 
spot: the tide crashes in against 
the seawall, sending spray high 
into the air, and the roaring gales 
are deafeningly loud. We’re just 
ten minutes from the city cen-
tre, but it could just as easily be a 

windblown vantage point along a 
far-flung stretch of the coastline.

The pearl
After giving a couple of rain-
soaked Polish hitchhiking tour-
ists a ride back into town, we stop 
off for a stellar lunch at the much-
admired new Flatey pizzeria, be-
fore cruising up to Perlan. This 
glass-domed hilltop visitor centre 
and viewing platform has under-
gone a recent transformation, and 
now holds a fine-dining restau-
rant, a coffee shop, and a glacier 
and volcano themed museum en-
titled Wonders Of Iceland.
 The museum is a pleasant 
surprise. After a walking tour 
through a well constructed and 
convincingly cold man-made ice 
tunnel, we emerge into a spacious 
room dotted with hi-tech interac-
tive exhibits, all loaded with fas-
cinating facts about Iceland’s lava 

systems, different types of gla-
ciers, time-lapse videos of glacial 
erosion, and lots more besides. 
It’s an engaging look at Icelandic 
nature that would be perfect ei-
ther as a pre-road trip cheat sheet, 
or as an enjoyable time filler for 
those delayed from getting out 
into the landscape itself. 

Time travel
Our next stop is Árbæjarsafn, an 
outdoor museum ten minutes out 
of the city centre that takes us on 
a different kind of journey. We get 
lucky with the weather, and the 
murky clouds clear overhead as 
we strap on some ice grips and 
head out towards the various 
houses that make up the museum. 
 For the next two hours, we’re 
immersed in a seemingly never-
ending series of fascinatingly de-
tailed living environments from 
different eras of Iceland’s past. 

“The wip-
ers labour as 

they sweep away 
the rain; hulking, 
snow-streaked moun-
tains vanish into a 

dramatic wall of 
grey mist.”

Travel

A Reykjavík Rúntur
If your road trip gets blown off course, all is not lost
Words & Photos: John Rogers

A great view across the city from PerlanIceland's past on display at Árbæjarsafn

Museum trips provided by: borgarsogusafn.is & perlanmuseum.is 
Clothing provided by: 66north.is 
Distance from Reykjavík: 0km  
How to get there: Leave the house, enter your car
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The hiking trails at Öskjuhlíð

?????

Travel

The houses are historical arte-
facts in themselves, having been 
plucked up and shipped out Ár-
bæjarsafn to be put on permanent 
display. 

Ingenious and truthful
Each house’s meticulously de-
tailed interior covers life from 
a different time period. 
You can see a pair of 
old reading glass-
es perched on a 
desk next to an 
i n k wel l  a nd 
qu i l l ;  sma l l 
religious por-
t r a it s  hu n g 
o n  w o o d e n 
w a l l s  over a 
fam i ly di n i ng 
t a ble;  p a i rs  of 
hand-knitted wool-
len socks sitting neatly 
paired up and ready for use in 
chilly communal sleeping attics. 
There’s a newspaper office with 
a letterpress, a merchant’s house 
decorated with William Morris 
wallpaper, a 1970s residence with 
authentically retro fittings, and a 

car workshop with a wall of old-
fashioned tools.
 At the edge of this peculiar 
century-straddling village, we 
pause next to some snowed-in 
turf houses and a small wooden 
church, taking in the modern 
cityscape that stretches away into 
the distance. Wandering around 
Árbæjarsafn is a vivid experience 

that opens up the reality 
of Iceland’s past in 

a way that’s both 
i ngen ious and 

truthful.
 The spell 
breaks as we 
step back out 
into the park-
ing lot, headed 

for a soak at 
Árbæjarlaug and 

then a hot dinner. 
A f ierce whiteout 

blizzard descends sud-
denly over the city, and I feel glad 

we aren't in the countryside—but 
not only because of the weather. 

   SHARE & PHOTO GALLERY: 
       gpv.is/travel

If you're stuck in Reykjavík, the Perlan Museum lets you learn about Iceland's natureA great view across the city from Perlan
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“The Icelandic Museum of Rock 'n' Roll is as 
eccentric in its telling as the tale it celebrates.”

David Fricke, Rolling Stone.

The museum is located in Keflavík 
only 5 minutes away from 

Keflavík International Airport.

Open daily from 11am - 6pm
 

For more go to rokksafn.is

Visit Iceland's largest music museum and enjoy our history 
of Icelandic rock and pop music. Browse through the timeline of 
Icelandic pop and rock music with the Rock 'n' Roll app on Ipads, 
spend time in our soundlab, cinema, karaoke booth, gift store, 

exhibitions or simply grab a cup of co�ee at our café (free wifi!).

THE ICELANDIC 
MUSEUM OF 

ROCK 'N' ROLL

The Icelandic Museum of Rock 'n' Roll

Grab a bite at Dunkin’ Donuts. We’re open every day.

BAGELS FROM 599 ISK

Kringlan Hagasmári 9 Fitjar KEF Airport

Open 11:30-22:00

saegreif inn. is

Geirsgata 8  •  101 Reykjavík  •  Tel. 553 1500  •  seabaron8@gmail.com

An absolute 
   must-try!

Saegreifinn restaurant (Sea Baron) is like none other 
in Iceland; a world famous lobster soup and a diverse 
fish selection.
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The rural area of Borgarfjörður 
was, until recently, a relative 
backwater of Iceland’s tourist 
trail. Known for the waterfalls of 
Hraunfossar and Barnafoss, the 
historic village of Reykholt, the 
Deildartunguhver hot spring, the 
cave-riddled Hallmundarhraun 
lava field, and its close proxim-
ity to the Langjökull glacier, it’s a 
beloved summer camping area for 
Icelanders, and the steady trickle 
of tourists making an inland de-
tour from Route One.
 I n recent yea rs,  B orga r-
fjörður has become a must-see 
stop on many tourist itineraries. 
Langjökull’s man-made ice tun-
nel now brings tourists to Bor-
garfjörður by the busload. Hotel 
Húsafell offers plush lodgings 
nearby, with the rustic Fossatún 
cabins as an affordable op-
tion during summer. 
The famous Víð-
gelmir lava tube 
has been de-
veloped into 
an accessible 
c av i n g ex-
p e r i e n c e , 
with guided 
tours, eas-
ily navigable 
walkways, and 
dramatically lit 
rock formations. 

Enter Krauma
The latest attraction to arrive in 
this beautiful area is Krauma—
or “Simmer,” in English. It's a 
luxurious geothermal spa with 
a stark and stylish look, featur-
ing various steam rooms and hot 
pots powered by the sulphurous 

water of Deildartunguhver—Eu-
rope’s most powerful geothermal 
spring, located just a stone’s throw 
away. The steam from the roaring, 
hissing, bubbling geothermal vent 
pours skywards in a column that’s 
visible for miles around.
 We arrive at Krauma on a par-
ticularly snowy afternoon. A tour 
bus sits in the parking lot, but 
we’re happy to see that the anor-
ak-clad group are only checking 
out the geothermal area. Krauma 
opened with a “soft launch” strat-
egy during the winter low season, 
giving them time to perfect the 
experience before welcoming the 
masses. All the better for us: for 
the duration of our visit, we have 
the place pretty much to ourselves.

Heat and chill
We’re welcomed by 

Jónas Friðrik Hjar-
tarson, Krauma’s 

managing di-
r e c t o r .  H e 
walks us past 
the restau-
r a nt  a r e a , 
p o i n t i n g 
out the five 

outdoor hot 
pots of various 

sizes and tem-
peratures, a cold 

plunge pool, a scent-
ed sauna, a steam room, 

and a lounge area with an open 
fire that can be turned around to 
face a circle of reclining loungers. 
 Jónas explains how the boil-
ing hot water from the spring 
is mixed with cold glacial water 
from Rauðsgil, which originates 
from Ok—Iceland’s smallest gla-

cier—to create the perfect bathing 
temperature. As we walk around, 
I can’t help but admire the con-
trast of the jet black circular pools 
set against the blindingly white 
fresh snow that lies shovelled into 
heaps. The design is by DARK Stu-
dio, the Icelandic architecture and 
design studio that’s also currently 
working on a new hotel at Geysir. 
Their sleekly organised bathing 
area can apparently hold 140 peo-
ple at full capacity, although that 
seems slightly hard to imagine as 
we walk around the empty deck.

Downtime
Finally, it’s time to take the facili-
ties for a test run. We step out of 
our soft bathrobes and meander 

gradually between the pots, slid-
ing into the steaming hot water 
and taking in the view over to 
Deildartunguhver. The tem-
perature is perfect, even 
in sub-zero condi-
tions, and the hot 
w a t e r  s o o t h e s 
aw ay wor r ie s , 
shoulder knots 
and stiff mus-
cles. The win-
dowless steam 
rooms are dark 
a n d  s om e w h at 
cell-like, but the 
hot air hangs pungent 
with the smell of the nat-
ural oils. 
 We linger for a while in the 
lounge, sipping cold beers and oc-

casionally stoking the fire, before 
going for a final soak. When it’s 
finally time to dress and leave, I’m 

surprised to find out that 
we’ve been simmer-

ing for two whole 
h o u r s .  W i t h 

r u m b l i n g 
s t o m a c h s , 
we dig into 
a well-pre-
sented meal 
o f  l o c a l l y 

farmed lamb 
before we re-

luc t a nt ly  h it 
the road, happy to 

have had the chance 
to try out this blissful 

new bathing spot in the peace of 
the frozen winter.  

Car provided by
gocarrental.is

Accommodation provided by
fosshotel.is

Spa day provided by
krauma.is

How to get there
Route One North, turn onto Route 50 
just before Borgarnes

Distance from  
Reykjavík: 105 km

Go Steam Yourself

“The 
boiling hot 

water from the 
Deildartunguhver is 
mixed with cold gla-
cial water to create 
the perfect bath-

ing temp.”

Hraunfossar lava waterfalls

The brand 
new Krauma 
geothermal 

spa is a 
relaxing treat

Words: John Rogers    
Photos: Timothée Lambrecq
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Mountains of Borgarfjörður

Krauma's restaurant

Why hello there

J A M I E S I TA L I A N . I S
Jamie ’ s  I t a l i an ,  Hó te l  Bo rg  Pós thúss t ræt i  1 1  1 0 1  Reyk jav í k  /  S ÍM I :  5 78  2020
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The best of Icelandic produce 

with a nod to Japan and South 

America. Modern Icelandic 

flavours, share plates and award 

winning cocktails.

Sushi Social
Þingholtsstræti 5 • 101 Reykjavík

Tel. 568 6600 • sushisocial.is

Our kitchen is open
17.00–23.00 sun.–thu.
17.00–24.00 fri.–sat.

SOCIALIZE
WITH THE
LOCALS

ICELANDIC
SEAFOOD
makes world’s best sushi 

The small, calm village of Laugar-
vatn lies on the shores of a lake 
that goes by the same name. It’s 
right on the Golden Circle route, 
so many people pass through 
Laugarvatn each day on their way 
from Þingvellir to Geysír, but few 
of them take the time to enjoy its 
picturesque tranquillity. Here are 
a few reasons why you should. 

Stay: Héraðsskólinn
The biggest building in town is 
the impressive Héraðsskólin, a 
former school designed by the 
same architect who was behind 
Hallgrímskirkja. Today, the school 
has become a charming and bus-
tling boutique hostel that has kept 
many objects and artefacts from 
the building’s former life. There’s a 
restaurant serving local lamb, fish, 
and reindeer meatballs, as well as 
a relaxing library. Rural accom-
modation doesn’t get much better.

Drink: Gallerí
This family-run café, guesthouse 
and store sells locally made art-
work, clothing and handicrafts, 
as well as good strong coffee and 

sweet treats in a comfortable, airy 
space. If you want an Icelandic 
present for a little one, there are 
shelves of plush toys on display, 
handmade by the owners’ daugh-
ter.

Eat: Lindin 
If you’re staying for a couple of 
nights, Lindin is a nice change 
of scenery from the Héraðsskó-
lin café. They have a casual bis-
tro area with a concise menu, and 
a restaurant with more options. 
We can heartily recommend try-
ing the reindeer burger with Ísbúi 
cheese, although there were many 
other equally tempting options.

Road Trip:  
The Green Circle

The Golden Circle is a well-
known loop around some of South 
Reykjavík’s natural wonders. The 
Green Circle is the alternate eco-
friendly day out in the same area. 
You can stop off at the Sólheimar 
ecovillage for a snack, and pick 
up some handmade wares from 
the residents. Have lunch at the 
nearby Fríðheimar geothermal 
greenhouse, where you can eat 

soup made from the tomatoes 
growing on the vines around 
you. Finish with a dip in Flúðir’s 
geothermal Secret Lagoon.

Visit: The Cave People 
Just outside of Laugarvatn, this 
newly developed attraction is at 
the site of Laugarvatnshellir, a 
cave that was inhabited by two 
different couples until as recently 
as 100 years ago. It was recently 
restored from being a raw, open 
cavern populated only by a few 
resting sheep—today, it’s a rep-
lica of how it was as a home, so you 
can see how “the cave people” lived 
first-hand.

Bathe:  
Laugarvatn Fontana

This clean and modern geothermal 
bathing spot is located right on the 
shore of Lake Laugarvatn. It has 
hot pots of various styles and tem-
peratures, searing steam rooms, 
and a sauna with a view over the 
lake. There’s also a health food buf-
fet. It’s the perfect end to a day of 
driving around the Golden Circle, 
or the green one, for that matter. 

Laugarvatn
Located on the Golden Circle tourist route in West Iceland, Laugarvatn is a great stop on a day trip from 
Reykjavik. Words: John Rogers   Photos: Timothée Lambrecq

Accommodation provided by: heradsskolinn.is
Car provided by: gocarrental.is
Distance from Reykjavík: 70 km
How to get there:  Route One North, Then Routes 36 & 365
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Ha�ð Bláa
The Blue Sea

restaurant with a view

483-1000 • hafidblaa.is  
5 minutes from Eyrarbakki 
at the Ölfusá bridge

483-3330 • raudahusid.is  
10 minutes from Selfoss
and Highway 1 in Eyrarbakki
open daily 11:30-22:00

Traveling the south coast or Golden Circle?
Reykjavík

Eyrarbakki
Ke�avík

International
Airport

Vík

 

Island Life
Hot news from the Icelandic countryside
Words: Paul Fontaine

Picks: Best Of Iceland
A selection of winners from our Best Of Iceland travel magazine

South: Best Restaurants 
Slippurinn & 
Tryggvaskáli

The panel agreed that there were 
two restaurants in the south that 
stood out. Slippurinn, a favourite 
in the Westman Islands, is more 
established; Tryggvaskáli, in Sel-
foss, started in 2013. Both share 
a passion for local ingredients, 
and nobody will leave either dis-
appointed. “You just never want 
to leave Tryggvaskáli,” said the 
panel. 

East: Best Tour 
Sea Angling Trip, 

Breiðdalsvík 
 
Whether or not you’re an experi-
enced fisherman, you’ll enjoy the 
sea angling day trip that leaves 
from the small town of Breiðals-
vík. All the fishing equipment 
will be provided, and while you 
fish, you’ll see seabirds, seals and 
puffins on the islands around the 
fjord. The tour ends with a trip to 
Hotel Bláfell, where the catch will 
be cooked for dinner by the chef.

North: Best 
Accommodation 
Brekkugata 35,  

Akureyri
Brekkugata 35 is a homely guest-
house that our panel spoke of 
warmly, admiring its personal 
touch. “It’s run by artists in their 
lovely home in a historic house and 
former art gallery, with a delicious 
homemade breakfast,” they said. 
The owners “put their heart into 
it,” continued the panel, “and they 
know the town inside out.” 

West: Best Café  
Kaffi Kyrrð,  
Borgarnes

 
Kaffi Kyrrð is both a coffeehouse and 
a florist, so if you’re looking for some 
lilies and a latte, this is your spot. 
With kitschy décor and sanguine 
platitudes (“Dream, Hope, Love”), 
Borgarnes’s Kyrrð is the best place to 
have a nosh while pretending you’re 
in your great aunt’s living room.  

Borgarfjörður Eystri, a tiny village in east Iceland, has been 
the sight of ongoing civil protest, as the single unpaved road 

connecting the village to the rest of the country has been 
riddled with potholes and ignored by national road authori-

ties. So the villagers 
took matters into 

their own hands, fill-
ing many of the pot-

holes themselves 
with cement. They 

continue to 
pressure the 

national 
govern-
ment to 

take action.

Iceland has been buried 
under a lot of snow lately, 
and nowhere 
else is that 
more true 
than in the 
Westfjords. 
Avalanche 
warn-
ings 
have 
been in ef-
fect in the area 
for the 
past few 
weeks 
now. Merci-
fully, there have been 
no avalanches yet.

As you drive through the uniformly flat south Iceland, you may be tempted to put the pedal to the metal. That 
would be a mistake. Speeding is not only especially dangerous in Iceland, but the police are not playing around. 
Police in the region recently took away a driver’s license from a speeding tourist who was doing 155km/h in a 
90km/h zone. Best not to tempt fate!

53 The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 03 — 2018



Design, to differentiate it from art, 
is all about function. Aesthetics, or 
the visual, the beautiful, is but one of 
many ways a thing can be functional. 
Sometimes the simplest way to serve 
a function is absolute plainness, ab-
solute clarity. This is certainly the 
case for Iceland’s big design festival, 
and it’s opening symposium. Design-
March is, as the name suggests, a fes-
tival of design, in March. Setting the 
tone for each year’s festival is Design-
Talks, the first day of the festival, ded-
icated to lectures and presentations 
from some of the leading lights of de-
sign. The DesignTalks are curated by 
Hlín Helga, we sat down with her and 
festival manager Sara Jónsdóttir.

What is DesignTalks?
Hlín: DesignTalks it the keynote event 
at DesignMarch, more often than not 
it explores and describes what design 
can do for the public. For that, we find 
a small selection of the leading de-
signers and architects of the day. We 
tend to communicate the importance 
of the dialogue, the intersection, the 
co-operation, and how that creates 
value, how the dialogue is the main 
thrust of the primary purpose of de-
sign, that is to make things better. 
Sara: DesignTalks, in many respects, 
serves as a counterpart to the rest of 
the DesignMarch festival, where the 
exhibitions from Icelandic designers 
at the festival form a sort of dialogue 
with the world, and the festival itself 
introduces Icelandic design to the in-
ternational community. DesignTalks 
brings international voices here—and 

with them inspiration, ideas—thus 
making the connection work both 
ways.

This is the tenth 
DesignMarch…
Hlín: The theme this year is especially 
open, it has a wide scope, it’s celebra-
tory...
Sara: The word that comes to mind is 
“confetti”…
Hlín: We call it “Power and Potential”. 
Showing what we can achieve. It’s a 
celebration.

Does the theme connect 
with the wider festival?
Sara: It hasn’t really been a curated 
festival, as such. We can’t really cre-
ate themes, we reflect what’s happen-
ing in the design scene, rather trans-
parently. But we are at a crossroads, 
turning ten years old, so we’ve been 
looking inwards, trying to mark a path 
forward, and from that introspective 
conversation, we’ve gotten a mandate 
from the design community to layer 
the festival a bit. We now have a selec-
tion committee. This way we can put 
emphasis on quality and at the same 
time, take some strain off “smaller” 
exhibitors, allow for smaller, simpler, 
more low-key shows by putting the 
spotlight on “highlights”. 

What are you excited about 
at DesignTalks?
Hlín: We have such a great group of de-
signers speaking. We’ve never had as 

many speakers, with very varied voic-
es, more young designers with some 
years of experience but still a fresh 
perspective. We have people talking 
about the challenges facing countries 
that are near the arctic circle, how 
to address the changing terrain that 
comes with the melting of glaciers, 
design approaches to social housing in 
the growing worldwide housing crisis. 
We have speakers from a future liv-
ing lab, where they study new modes 
of living, investigate approachable 
changes to lifestyle to become more 
sustainable. We have speculative de-
signers coming over, that have been 
looking into design as a tool to cre-
ate new kinds of life forms. It’s called 
Synthetic Biology, it poses fascinating 
questions. There are a lot of interest-
ing questions coming up, like in terms 
of how we think about “creating a bet-
ter future”, who decides what’s better? 
There isn’t a consensus there.
Then we are also looking into design 
and technology, how that progresses 
and what our roles as designers are 
in that progression. Design and social 

change, design and how it intersects 
with politics, or in other words, how 
transformative ideas become reality.
Sara: We’re also seeing more multi-
disciplinary designers. To Icelanders 
this is maybe nothing new, you have 
to wear many hats here, but it’s be-
coming a growing trend internation-
ally, and we have some people talking 
about how the different fields of art 
and design they practice have influ-
enced each other, and come together 
into projects. We get to see the variety 
of design in many ways, both in how it 
manifests directly as designed pieces 
but also how it travels and touches dif-
ferent things.
Hlín: We see a growing trend, borne of 
this new multidisciplinary tendency, 
of collaboration, where people that 
are used to working in different fields 
have an easier time creating creative 
forums where things happen.
So it ranges from the practical to the 
fantastical, from descriptions of suc-
cessful working designs to visions of 
different possible futures.
Sara: Design doesn’t need to be ex-
plained as much nowadays, so Design-
Talks today speaks to a great and 
growing number of people, as the basic 
language of it is understood by a group 
greatly larger than just the designers. 
Most people that are interested in the 
topics we’ve mentioned should both 
enjoy and learn from these lectures. 

Info:

Design Symposium 
15.03.2018 from 8:30
Tickets 10.900 kr at Tix.is

Design For A 
World At A Crossroads

DesignTalks shows us the power and the potential

ART & DESIGN 

Words:
Sveinbjörn 

Pálsson

Photos: 
Varvara Lozenko
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There is something very calm-
ing about Icelandic composer 
Daníel Bjarnason. Daníel has just 
won the Icelandic Music Award 
for Best classical/contemporary 
album of the year, as well as the 
Harpa Award for his score in Ice-
landic movie ‘Under The Tree,’ 
which was described with great 
accuracy as “a physical assault on 
the cinematic viewer.

 One could easily be forgiven for 
not recognising in his poised at-
titude the tumultuous energy of 
his music. Yet, it’s when we talk 
about composing that his impetu-
ous nature finally becomes crys-
tal clear.

Like a crime scene
 “We wanted to give the music a 
strong character,” Daníel says of 
the score. “We didn’t want it to 
be an invisible part of the movie. 
It was more like painting with 
strong colours.” Indeed, with 
heavy melodies that capture the 
dramatic tension of the movie, the 
score of ‘Under The Tree’ moulds 
every figure and every scene, giv-

ing depth to emotions that can’t 
be expressed with words.
 But he doesn’t stop there. Even 
when he composes for himself 
or for the Opera, Daníel doesn’t 
waste time with faded hues: in-
stead, his music breathes dra-
matic life into any environment, 
closing in on the soul like a beau-
tiful cage made of melodies. De-
spite the different kind of work 

involved in the two creative pro-
cesses, it’s interesting to see that 
‘Recurrence,’ his 2017 album with 
the Icelandic Symphony Orches-
tra, is as emotionally demanding 
as the score itself, dragging the 
listener into a raging storm of 
fear and beauty.
 “As a composer, you are a sum 
of a lot of different things so you 
experience every piece in a dif-
ferent way,” Daníel explains. 
“Whether you’re making music 
for an abstract piece or a movie, 
you always to push it in a unique 
direction, but your DNA always 
creeps in. It’s like a crime scene—
you always leave some of your 
DNA behind. I can’t explain it bet-
ter than why I am who I am.”

The many facets of 
composing

Daníel studied piano as a kid and 
began writing music when he was 
17 years old, which ultimately led 
to conducting. While these past 
few years he’s been working with 
symphony orchestras all over the 
world, Daníel seems to veer away 
from a classic stereotype of com-
poser and conductor, taking on 
the most disparate projects that 
are making his music an integral 
part of contemporary culture.
 However, it’s not just about 
the outcome: the creative process 
itself has many different facets, 
but Daníel seems to welcome ev-
ery challenge with great passion. 

“When you’re making music for 
a concert or for a live setting the 
process is quite introverted,” he 
says. “You tend to go much more 
into yourself. In this sense, it’s 
more similar to writing a novel 
because it all comes from your 
mind.”

The universal and the 
personal

Adapting to someone else’s story, 
however, is much more of a collab-
orative project. Interpreting the 
piece becomes a twofold matter: 
it should mirror the story, but it 
should also feel personal. It’s this 
kind of project that Daníel finds 
particularly exciting, working 

with text and with people in a way 
that is not limiting.
 Quite the contrary—it seems 
to draw him out of that universe 
of instrumental melodies, slowly 
descending to the particular, the 
personal, the individual. “I enjoy 
that kind of process—when you’re 
working much closer to people,” 
Daníel adds. That’s why his score 
works so well with the movie: be-
cause it relies on the fine details 
of human connection. In the wild 
waves of his sound, fragments of 
personal life finally come togeth-
er like a long-lost puzzle. It will 
undoubtedly be exciting to watch 
him paint the future with the 
same dramatic tension he’s well 
known for.  
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Like A Raging 
Storm

Composer Daníel Bjarnason on why he can’t veer 
away from the dramatic tension of his own music.

Words: Alice Demurtas   Photo: Börkur Sigthorsson

Open daily 09:00 - 21:00

360° VIRTUAL REALITY TIME-LAPSE MOVIE THEATERMULTIMEDIA EXHIBITION

AURORA REYKJAVÍK
THE NORTHERN LIGHTS CENTER

Can’t catch the Northern Lights?
Don’t worry, we have already done it for you!

Grandagarður 2   |   101 Reykjavík
Tel: +354 780 4500
Bus 14   |   Free Parking
www.aurorareykjavik.is

Harpa
Music hall

Kolaportið
flea market

Reykjavík
Art museum

The old
harbour

Icelandair
Hótel Marina

Maritime
museum

CCP

Aurora
Reykjavík

10%
OFF

with this voucher
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Diary Of An  
Activist 
Text: Kinga Kozłowska   Photos: Art Bicnick

Sigursteinn Másson is a busy man. Following a long and suc-
cessful career in the television industry, he decided to concen-
trate on activities and social causes that he finds more mean-
ingful. He’s vocal about his past struggles with depression, 
crediting a series of breakdowns as a true turning point in his 
life. “When your mind becomes something you can no longer 
trust, your whole perspective changes,” he explains. “Helping 
out and working with others is a way in which I can also help 
myself - I see it as a crucial part of any recovery process.” 

He’s an avid anti-whaling activist, and a representative of the 
International Fund for Animal Welfare. One of his aims is to 
educate tourists and Icelanders alike about the consequences 
of whale meat consumption. He cooperates with the “Meet 
Us, Don’t Eat Us” campaign that promotes responsible whale 
watching.

In October he met a family of refugees from Afghanistan. They 
became friends, and he became personally invested in their dif-
ficult situation. The family is facing deportation from Iceland, 
even though it would be extremely dangerous for them to go 
back to their home country. They were never granted an official 
refugee status in Europe, which Sigursteinn finds very odd. He 
wants to help them and make sure that they will be able to lead 
a normal life.

LIFE IN PICTURES

Breakfest 9:00. 
Sigursteinn leads 

a healthy and 
sustainable lifestyle. 

He eliminated 
meat from his diet 

and is on his way 
to become fully 

vegetarian.
Preparing the room before the Marine Sanctuaries 
Conference at the Whales of Iceland museum.

A quick, healthy take-away meal after exercising.
I understand welfare as a word which should apply  
to humans, animals and nature alike,” he says.

He started working at The International Fund for Animal Welfare in 
2003 and is strongly against the current whaling policies in Iceland.

Always in motion. At his office in the Ocean Cluster House. On his way to the Red Cross.
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RESTAURANT- BAR

8.690 kr.

Vesturgata 3B | 101 Reykjavík | Tel: 551 2344 | www.tapas.is

Taste the
best of Iceland

ICELANDIC GOURMET FEAST 
Starts with a shot of the infamous Icelandic 
spirit Brennívín

Followed by 7 delicious tapas 
• Smoked puffin with blueberry“brennivín” sauce

• Icelandic Arctic Charr with peppers-salsa

• Lobster tails baked in garlic

• Pan-fried line caught blue ling with lobster-sauce

• Grilled Icelandic lamb Samfaina

• Minke Whale with cranberry-sauce

And for dessert 
• White chocolate "Skyr" mousse with passion    
 fruit coulis

late night dining
Our kitchen is open
until 23:30 on weekdays
and 01:00 on weekends

HEAR MY
PRAYER

Hallgrímskirkja Motet Choir
Hallgrímskirkja Friends of the Arts Society 
36th season

The Motet Choir performs 
a programme of expressive 

choral compositions
about loss, sorrow, prayer  

and consolation

WHEN?
WHERE?

TICKET PRICE?

WHERE TO BUY?

March 11th 2018, 5 pm
Hallgrímskirkja
3.500 kr. / 1.700 kr. (students, 
disabled and senior citizens)

Hallgrímskirkja and midi.is

Amongst works
Ave verum corpus - William Byrd
When David heard - Eric Whitacre
Song for Athene - John Tavener

Hallgrímskirkja 
Motet Choir‘s
Lenten Concert

Conductor
Hörður Áskelsson

Lunch with the refugee family.

Sigursteinn believes that a better future should be 
secured for the family’s son. The child is two years old 

and was born in Norway, but has no official citizenship.

Restoring balance in life at a yoga class.

The cat would probably prefer for his 
owner to spend more time at home...

Finally, a chance to relax after a long, busy 
day in the company of new friends.



What pissed people off?
Iceland recently welcomed another 
group of refugees to the country, and 
they were summarily split up amongst 
towns and villages in the countryside. 
This prompted television personality 
and former conservative politician Gísli 
Marteinn to ask genuinely on Twitter 
why refugees are often settled in the 
countryside; if this is something they 
ask for, or if it’s a decision taken by the 
Icelandic government. This prompted 
author Hallgrímur Helgason to respond 
by saying, “It’s kind of wrong, it must be 
said, we get people from disaster areas, 
and where do we send them? Yes, to our 
own disaster areas, where no Icelander 
wants to live. This is so brutal.”

Why did it piss people off?
Comparing Syria and Iraq to, say, Flat-
eyri or Reyðafjörður is not exactly on tar-
get, and it didn’t take long for people to 
respond with rage. But cultural context 
is also important. Icelanders in the coun-

tryside in many ways resent Icelanders 
in Reykjavík. Capital area residents are 
seen as snobs who consider themselves 
better than rural folks. It doesn’t help 
matters, either, that Hallgrímur is not 
just a well-known Reykjavík area writer, 
but also literally wrote the book on 101 
Reykjavík. 
 Þórunn Ólafsdóttir, who is origi-
nally from the tiny east Iceland village 
of Fáskrúðsfjörður, summed up the re-
sponses to Hallgrímur’s tweet best by 
replying, “Are you really saying this, 
Hallgrímur? Peaceful places with people 
ready and willing to support people tak-

ing their first steps in a new society and 
all that are anything but disaster areas 
in this context.”

How did things resolve 
themselves?

Hallgrímur had the humility to apolo-
gise on Facebook for his glib remarks, 
saying that his comments were both 
“rude” and “tactless”, adding, “I’d take it 
back if I could, but unfortunately I can-
not.” People seemed to have accepted his 
apology, even if only grudgingly. 

ANGRY REACTS ONLY

CITY SHOT  by Art Bicnick 

Author Insults 
Half Of Iceland
Reykjavík-based writer sets off social 

media shitstorm

Words:  
Paul Fontaine

Photo: 
Art Bicnick
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Hallgrímur, feeling contrite

Spring is comming

WELL, YOU ASKED

Girls & Sauce
Words: Hannah Jane Cohen 

Stuck in a sticky situation? Don’t worry. 
We’re here. 

Hey Hannah, could you make me a tutorial 
on achieving my tasks while working on a bar 
stool at Prikið?

Well, I assume you are working on some 
godforsaken ‘screenplay’ or ‘novel’. If 
that’s so, working in public is great be-
cause everyone can see your computer 
screen. Therefore, only open one tab and 
set your background to something like you 
photoshopped in next to Sasha Grey. Now, 
unless you want everyone to know you 
photoshop yourself into pics with porn 
stars, you’ll work.
 That said, there’s also this app called 
Self Control that blocks Facebook/Reddit/
Twitter/etc. for any amount of time. That 
could help too. 

So I made out with this girl I really like in the 
basement of Paloma. I texted her a few days 
after and she told me she “needed space to 
think.” What do I do?  

First off, ‘needing space’ is a bullshit thing 
to say, but the best way I can frame that 
mindset is this: When you’re drunk, it’s 
very difficult to know if you and anyone 
else are on the same frame of reference. 
i.e. You don’t know if they are as intoxicat-
ed as you. You don’t know if they like you 
or are just horny. You probably didn’t even 
plan on making out with them and you 
don’t know if they did either. Some people 
are bold and will just ask these difficult 
questions, but others feel more comfort-
able pulling away. 
 So this could either be a “She’s Just Not 
That Into You” situation or she might just 
be shy. You’ll never know unless you ask 
her. On a date. A real date. No drunk wyd 
texts. 

Help me. How can I enjoy kokteilsósa like a 
native Icelander?

Stop being such a fucking pussy. It’s good.

Send your unsolvable (UNTIL NOW) 
problems to editor@grapevine.is



Completing the Golden Circle

Geothermal baths - Natural steam baths
Local kitchen - Geothermal bakery

Open daily
11:00 - 22:00
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LAST WORDS 

Back Alley 
Circumcision

Words: Jono Duffy

Full disclosure: I have foreskin, my boy-
friend doesn’t, and for some weird reason 
neither does my father. I know that’s a lot 
of foreskin talk for an opening sentence 
but before I put my two cents in, I feel it’s 
important to know that a variety of dicks 
have been a part of my life.

I come from Australia, a country where non-
religious circumcision fell out of favour in 
the 70s; so in, theory if you line up a group 
of naked atheist men in a room you can sort 
of age them (like the rings on a tree). 

The only thing I really have to say about 
this whole circumcision ban is that banning 
things doesn’t always work. Just look at how 
easy it is to get bad cocaine in Iceland. I’m 
not advocating the used of illicit drugs but 
if you ask anyone in this country how easy it 
is to get cocaine they will tell you it’s ‘super 
easy,’ but it’s bad. Now let’s flash forward to 
‘post circumcision-ban Iceland.’

When you ban something it rarely goes away. 
Remember prohibition? Instead, people find 
new, interesting and often unsafe ways of 
getting it. The future could very well involve 
a foreskin chopping black market. Men in 
trench coats with rusty knives waiting on 
street corners to perform the procedure you 
need in a back alley, on a table that was prob-
ably used to harvest a kidney just an hour 
before. Is that what we want? Well is it?

I don’t have the answers, but I think we 
should take the time to appreciate the myr-
iad of penises around. Some wear turtle-
necks, some wear hoodies but if you give 
them enough attention, most of them will 
spit on you then fall asleep. 

VIÐURKENND
FERÐAÞJÓNUSTA

CERTIFIED
TRAVEL SERVICE

SILVER-CLASS
ENVIRONMENTAL
UMHVERFISFLOKKUN

SUPER JEEP ADVENTURES

icelandrovers.is info@icelandrovers.is · Tel: +354 587 9999 

AND PRIVATE TOURSFROM REYKJAVÍK 2017 - 18

1
www.mountainguides.is

GLACIER WALKS

SÓLHEIMAJÖKULL & SKAFTAFELL

DAY TOURS 2017 - 18 

mountainguides.is 

info@mountainguides.is · Tel: +354 587 9999 

mountainguides.is 
info@mountainguides.is · Tel: +354 587 9999 

GLACIER WALKS, HIKING
& CAVING FROM REYKJAVÍK 2017-18

OUTDOOR 
ADVENTURES 

MOUNTAINGUIDES.IS  • INFO@MOUNTAINGUIDES.IS • TEL: +354 587 9999

From: REYKJAVÍK    VÍK    SKAFTAFELL

16.900 ISK
Price from

WWW.RSS.IS  •  +354 497 5000  •  INFO@RSS.IS
USB CHARGING 
IN EVERY SEAT

IN BUS
AUDIO GUIDE

OPEN 24
HOURS A DAY

PERSONAL
HOST

BOOK YOUR ADVENTURE NOW - AVALABLE ASSISTANCE 24/7
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