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VOLCANO &
EARTHQUAKE
EXHIBITION
The Lava Centre is situated at Hvolsvöllur on the South Coast of Iceland,
surrounded by active volcanoes. It truly acts as the gateway to Iceland’s most
active volcanic area. It’s a must-see for anyone wanting to get a better understanding of the incredible forces that have shaped Iceland.
The Lava Centre just received two Red Dot Awards, which cement its position
as a world class exhibition.

MORE INFO AND TICKETS AT

Open every day

Follow us on

www.lavacentre.is

9:00 - 19:00

social media

Iceland Volcano & Earthquake Centre
Austurvegur 14, Hvolsvöllur · South Iceland
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From the city centre
to the countryside
in under an hour
Your adventure is just a click away. Our airport is conveniently located
in downtown Reykjavik and a trip across the country that‘s shorter than
your average commute means that your adventure starts in no time.
airicelandconnect.com
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Winter Is Here
When travelling in Iceland, the best laid
plans often go awry. Winter sweeps over
the island unrelentingly—days are short,
roads are often snowbound, hiking trails
get slippery, and you might end up stuck
in a small town because of a blizzard. As
a Grapevine travel writer once noted:
“There’s no way to plan Iceland. Iceland
just sort of happens.”
That said, winter travel has perks, too.
The crowds are thinner, so you might get
some privacy at the pools and waterfalls.
And, of course, it’s the season when the
aurora dance across the night sky.
We tuned this winter edition of our
Best of Iceland magazine to the winter
season. We threw in some extra seasonal options, and we added an extra
precaution of alert badges. If you see a
red badge, expect the route or attraction
to be inaccessible, and don’t travel without checking in advance that it’s safe.
A yellow badge means that opening
hours or conditions might be sporadic,
or hikes and nature spots might be open

weather-permitting, so check in advance
with the locals who know.
You’ll read repeated warnings about
checking road.is and en.vedur.is before embarking on a journey, seeking
equipment and information before a
hike, and keeping the 112 emergency
services number in mind. There’s a
good reason for that—it’s hard to stress
enough that winter here is beautiful and
fierce, in equal measure. Even if it means
disrupting your itinerary, be sure to take
danger signs, road closures and weather warnings seriously. Icelandic nature
doesn’t mess around and we want you
to get home in one piece.
Finally, we hope you have fun and
that this magazine helps you to make
the most of all this astounding wintry
wilderness has to offer.
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Complimentary

Wi-Fi

at selected N1
service stations

How We
Picked the
Winners

COFFEE
& DONUT

For a small country, Iceland is actually pretty big, as you’ve maybe
discovered in planning a trip around
this island, with its roads winding
around fjords, through all-but-impassable mountain passes, along
the edge of rocky cliffs, to far-flung
fishing villages, hidden hot pots,
and barren beaches. And with every
small blue or yellow sign you drive
past—in a language you can’t read,
signaling a place you’ve never heard
of, accessible via a muddy and rutted
rural track—the question naturally
arises: What did I just miss?
Well, we’re glad you asked. For
our Best of Iceland special issue,
we at The Reykjavík Grapevine con-

Treat yourself!

Meat soup
Traditional Icelandic meal

burger
& fries
Classic comfort food

Buy prepaid
fuel cards
and fill up on
the go!

With 95 locations around Iceland, N1 is
always nearby. Find your nearest location
and plan your trip at www.n1.is/en.

Iceland’s No. 1 Stop

THE GUIDE-GUIDE

Look For These Stickers
Out There In
The Wide
World
You'll find these
stickers of recommendation,
which we’ve handed out to this year’s
winners, on your way
around the country. They
indicate your best option,
whatever you're looking for in the far-flung
corners of Iceland. We at the Grapevine know
what's best!

vened panels of experts—artists and
musicians, tourism and hospitality workers—ready to opine on the
natural and man-made highlights
of Iceland’s four regions. The panellists made impassioned and often
surprising cases for their favourite
spots; we debated, we bargained; we
weighed options carefully, we followed our hearts; we consulted a
local völva, or seeress; we put a GPS
tracker on a raven and monitored its
flight. Much of that last sentence is
true.
Now, voyager, sail thou forth, to
seek and find. MA

Look Out For These
Badges In The Magazine
ALERT!

When you see this red badge, this route, hike or
attraction is totally inaccessible for large parts
of the winter (often roughly considered to be
November-April). Don’t travel without checking for info via road.is and checking in with
local tourist information services.

SEEK LOCAL INFO

A yellow badge means that an establishment’s
opening hours might be sporadic; that a tour
company may offer seasonal alternatives; or that
hiking routes and nature sites may be closed due
to adverse conditions. Check in advance for info
from the locals who know.

Experience the amazing
Langjökull glacier
from the inside
A rare, once in a lifetime opportunity

k
í
v
a
j
k
y
e
R
d
n
a
r
e
t
n
e
c
l
l
e
f
a
s
ú
H
m
o
r
f
Daily departures

Find us:

#intotheglacier
www.intotheglacier.is
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Ragnar Axelsson
Ragnar Axelsson—also know as Rax—is one of
Iceland’s most revered photographers.
In October 2017, he published a new book
called “Jökull” (“Glaciers,” in English).
The project is described as “Ragnar’s ode to
glaciers. Having grown up near the glaciers
and flown his plane over them countless times
since, he has a deep affinity for the ice that has
shaped the country’s land and psyche, as well
as his own lifelong fascination.”
An exhibition of these works will be showing
at Ásmundarsalur until November 30th. The
book, published by Qerndu, is out now. If you
want to get up close to a glacier yourself, you’ll
find tips of where and how to do so scattered
through this magazine. JR
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Pre-booking is required. Book online at bluelagoon.com

52

KALDIDALUR

F508

1
1

Akranes

12

48

The Reykjavík Grapevine
Best of Iceland 2018

36

B L Á FJ Ö L L

39

S E LT Ú N

SELATA N G A R

38 Selfoss

Þorlákshöfn

Grindavík
KRÝSUVÍKURBJARG

427

Sólheimar 31

KERIÐ

34

32

STÖNG
F225

ÞJÓRSÁRDALUR

26

30

G A LTA L Æ K U R

1

268

26

33

Eyrarbakki
Stokkseyri

32

F208

Þjórsá

Flúðir

364

Hveragerði

Ölfusá

THE BLUE LAGOON

GUNNUHVER

1

F26

Reykholt

S K Á L H O LT

Laugarás
35

417

Þórisvatn

35

37

HEIÐMÖRK

Kleifarvatn

43

37

Laugavatn

365

N E S J AV E L L I R

41

44

REYKJANESVITI

Þingvallavatn

F26

GULLFOSS

GEYSIR
ÚTHLÍÐ

ÞINGVELLIR

Mosfellsbær

42

Hvítá

35

GLJÚFRASTEINN

Hafnarfjörður

Keflavík

F338

52

41

Kópavogur

Garður

425

G LY M U R

36

Reykjavík

K E F L AV Í K A I R P O RT

41

1

Kjalarnes

Sandgerði

F338

UXAHRYGGIR

Hella

305

264

25

BEST OF ICELAND:

Hvolsvöllur

South

LANDMANNALAUGAR

F210

264

255

F261

261

1
252

FLJÓTSHLÍÐ
250

249

ÞÓRSMÖRK
K AT L A

SELJALANDSFOSS FIMMVÖRÐUHÁLS

SKÓGAR
BAKKAHÖFN

Small towns & natural wonders
between Reykjanes and Höfn

221

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

1

Vík í Mýrdal

V E S T M A N N A E YJ A R

DYRHÓLAEY

A

F210

I

J

Pool:
The Blue Lagoon

Trip:
Landmannalaugar

Glacier:
Sólheimajökull

Canyon:
Fjaðrárgljúfur

Info & Booking: bluelagoon.is
Tel: +354 420 8800

Info: south.is
Tel: +354 483 4601

Info: south.is
Tel: +354 483 4601

Info: south.is
Tel: +354 483 4601

You’ve probably heard of The
Blue Lagoon: a luxury spa that’s
the result of a nearby geothermal power station that pulls the
hot, mineral-rich water from
deep in the ground. It’s so popular it was recently enlarged
to accommodate demand, but
booking ahead is still essential.
There’s a large main pool, a sauna, steam rooms and silica mud
masks made from the mineral
deposits, all set in a stunning
lava landscape.
Map Square: C3

The famous Laugavegur hiking
route is a 53km trail through
some spectacular, brightly
coloured geothermal mountains. It's a memorable four- or
five-day summer hike. The route
is completely closed in the winter due to unsafe conditions in
snow, but if money’s no object,
you can still get into the area by
booking a Super Jeep tour. K2

Most visitors to Iceland want to
get a closer look at the magnificent glaciers. One of the easiest
ways to get on the ice is a hike
at Sólheimajökull, a long glacier tongue that almost reaches
Route One on the south coast.
You can pre-book for a hike or
just rock up and join one of the
regular trips. Glaciers are dangerous and you should never
walk or climb on one without an
experienced glacier guide. J5

This immense canyon, not far
from Kirkjubæjarklaustur, is a
sight to behold. The huge walls
rear up high from the ground,
with easy hiking trails from
the car park to some lofty viewpoints. In recent years, the trails
have been marred by some unfortunate fencing, meaning it’s
sometimes more like walking
through a maze than roaming
freely, but nothing could really
spoil this magnificent natural
wonder. L4
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Southern Iceland is home to many of the country's
most popular tourist attractions. The coastal
Ring Road from Reykjavík to Höfn is a trail of
picturesque towns, black sand beaches, dramatic
mountains, powerful waterfalls, basalt cliffs,
towering glaciers and sprawling lava fields. It’s a
completely immersive and visceral experience of
Iceland’s natural environment that you could easily
spend weeks exploring. These are just a few of our
favourite sights along the way.
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USEFUL INFO
Grapevine on the South:

gpv.is/south

Our articles, info and
guides for South Iceland
Tourist Information:

South Iceland
Tourist Information

Glacier:
Vatnajökull

Museum:
Þórbergssetur

Info: vatnajokulsthjodgardur.is
Tel: +354 483 4601

Info: south.is
Tel:+354 483 4601

The vast Vatnajökull glacier is
one of the largest in Europe.
There are various ways to experience it, whether gazing up to
the dizzying peaks from the road,
hiking to one of the viewpoints,
such as Skaftafell or Svínafellsjökull, booking a glacier walk
or climbing tour, or visiting
the “crystal cave”—a naturally formed gleaming ice cavern
that’s a photographer’s paradise.
P2 (and up and around)

In the picturesque countryside
near Höfn, you’ll find this small
museum dedicated to one of Iceland’s favourite writers, Þórbergur Þórðarson. Located on the
farm where he was born, it’s an
insightful journey into Þórbergur’s work. “He was a thinker,
critic and writer whose words
bring the landscape to life,” said
the panel. “You'll come away with
a richer view of this corner of Iceland.” T1

Sunnumörk 2, Hveragerði
www.south.is
tourinfo@hveragerdi.is
Tel: +354 483-4601

Emergency services

Tel: 112 (national helpline)

Weather report

en.vedur.is
Recorded info: +354 902 0600

ALERT!

When you see this red badge, this
route, hike or attraction is totally
inaccessible for large parts of the
winter (often roughly considered
to be November-April). Don’t travel
without checking for info via road.
is and checking in with local tourist
information services.

LOCAL INFO

A yellow badge means that an establishment’s opening hours might
be sporadic; that a tour company
may offer seasonal alternatives;
or that hiking routes and nature
sites may be closed due to adverse
conditions. Check in advance for
info from the locals who know.

T

U/
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HOW TO GET THERE
By domestic airline:

Vestmannaeyjar (VEY)
Flights from Reykjavík.
Main airline operator:
www.eagleair.is
Tel: +354 481 3300

Höfn (HFN)

Flights from Reykjavík.
Main airline operator:
www.eagleair.is
Tel: +354 478 1250

Smaller airports

Flightseeing.is operates charter
flights between Bakki and the
Westman Islands, a 10-minute jaunt.
Ferry to Westman Islands:

Herjólfur

Leaves from Bakkahöfn
Schedule & Info:
www.herjolfur.is
By car:

Road conditions

www.road.is
Tel: 1777
(Summer hours: 08:00-16:00 / Winter:
06:30-22:00)
By bus:

National Bus Network
www.bus.is
Tel: +354 540 2700
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Distance from
Reykjavík:
45 km

How to get there:
Route One North,
then routes 36 & 360

The Great
Escape

A luxurious winter getaway at
the Ion Adventure Hotel
Words: John Rogers Photos: Timothée Lambrecq
Þingvallavatn, Iceland’s biggest
lake, sits cradled in the snowy
tundra 45 kilometres east of
Reykjavík. Surrounded by mountains and dotted with islands, the
shimmering water recedes into
the hazy distance, semi-frozen
in the depths of the Icelandic
winter. Shards of ice clink up
onto the pebbly shore like broken glass, and the cold radiating
upwards from the still surface
is tangible. It’s a huge, majestic
body of water that dominates the

area; a deep blue inkblot lurking
in the monochrome landscape.
There are hundreds of tuckedaway cabins and summer houses dotted around the shoreline,
meaning the narrow road down
the lake’s west coast is serviced
during the dark season. Even so,
the asphalt is iced over and thinly dusted with snow. The route
passes a couple of farm buildings with flickering porch lights,
winding gradually downwards,
flanked by a steep forested cliff-

Car provider: gocarrental.is
Accomodation: ioniceland.is

side on one side, and a precipitous drop to the water on the
other.

Into the valley
Not far from the lake’s southern
shore lies Nesjavellir, a geothermally active valley that’s home
to the Nesjavallavirkjun power
station. It also contains the Ion
Adventure Hotel, our destination
for the night. We circle slowly up
the long driveway towards the
main building, which sits low
and discreet in the landscape,
protruding from the hillside supported by an array of distinctive

South
diagonal struts.
After checking in, we decide to
make the most of the remaining
daylight and head out to explore
the hiking paths that crisscross
the area. On the hillside outside
the hotel, a sign signals several short routes to viewpoints
over the valley. As we ascend
the shortest trail, it quickly becomes apparent that we won’t
get very far—the whole area is
snowed in, with the yellow trail
markers gradually vanishing into
near-vertical banks and deep
wind-sculpted snow drifts.
We scramble up as far as a
rocky outcrop that looks out

“Billowing columns
of geothermal steam catch
the orange evening sun, casting dancing shadows over the
white plains below.”

towards Nesjavallavirkjun. The
power station runs all-but silently, emitting billowing columns
of geothermal steam that catch
the orange evening sunbeams,
casting dancing shadows over
the white plains below.

The high life
As the sun sets, the temperature
drops to energy-sapping levels,
so we return to the hotel, striding through the powdery, thighdeep snow. Ion is billed as luxury
accommodation, and it more
than lives up to the description.
The bedrooms are crisply decorated and comfortable, coming
equipped with tasteful artwork,
king-sized beds, internet-connected flat-screen TVs, and views

over the surrounding mountains.
At the far end of the hotel is a
high panorama bar with floorto-ceiling windows, minimalist
decor, and a tempting cocktail
menu. As we take a seat and
warm up, a snowstorm sweeps
in across the valley, the weather quickly blotting out the pinkhued landscape. Shielded from
the howling winds, we look on in
silent wonder—it’s like a ringside
seat to watch the fierce elements
at work.
The storm, it seems, is also
staying the night, so we head
to the hotel’s cosy restaurant to
try the set three-course dinner
menu. A bowl of creamy seafood
soup is followed by a succulent
lamb shank with sunchokes and
puréed vegetables. Full to burst-

Frozen courtyard
By morning, the storm has
passed, leaving the hotel
semi-buried in a blanket of fresh
snow. We decide to try out the
hotel’s spa. Ingeniously located
in a courtyard under the pillared
section of the building, the outdoor hot pot is sheltered from
the wind. The water ripples in the
breeze, sending an inviting cloud
of steam into the sub-zero air.
The water in the long rectangular pool comes from the power
station, and so naturally changes in temperature from time to
time. It’s just deep enough for
a little swimming if there’s nobody else around. As we bathe
and paddle, a brisk wind whips
dusty snow across the water, and
after a while I realise my hair has
developed frosty icicles, but a few
steps away there’s a coal-fired

sauna that quickly melts them.

Icy beaches
Fully rested and completely relaxed, we reluctantly check out.
The lakeside route has become
slippery with wet snow from
the storm, so we decide to take
the safer southern road back to
Reykjavík. After coasting carefully around the iced-over lake
of Úlfljótsvatn, we cruise through
Selfoss towards the south coast,
skirting past small villages and
icy black beaches, turning towards Reykjavík via the Krýsuvík
route.
The sunset begins just as
we reach a dramatic viewpoint
overlooking the eerily still lake
of Kleifarvatn. We linger a while
wandering around the zig-zagging walkway at the Seltún geothermal hot spot, taking in the
otherworldly scenery and feeling
fully replenished by this dreamy
countryside getaway.
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ing after the generous main and
a milk ice cream dessert, I retire
to my room. With the sound of
the storm in the background, I
sink into the plush mattress and
a deep, dreamless sleep.
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“A snowstorm sweeps in across
the valley, the weather quickly blotting out the pink-hued
landscape.”

16

BEST OF ICELAND 2018

The Reykjavík Grapevine
Best of Iceland 2018

South

Best Accommodation

Best Shop

Greenhouses and local ingredients
Best Meal

ION Adventure
Hotel
Nesjavellir

Jutting out from a cliff overlooking Lake
Þingvallavatn, this multiple award-winning design hotel is a true gem. Powered by the neighbouring geothermal
plant with the cleanest mineral water
possible, it’s fully sustainable and cleanly
luxurious. “It has the most comfortable
beds I've ever slept in. I'm still dreaming
about it,” said one panellist. “Everything
is so fancy.” F1

Budget Option

Geysir Complex
Haukadalur

A wonderful place to stop when on the
Golden Circle route, this classy country
mini-mall is a fun little maze of commerce set in a wooden lodge — from the
super fashionable and high-end Geysir,
to 660North, Fjallraven and a classic souvenir store with every Icelandic trinket
you could need. Top it off with a nice meal
in the Glíma restaurant, a light healthy
bite at Súpa or more fast-food fare at
the Kantina. Perfect for the shopping
addicted traveller. H1

Runner Up

Slippurinn

Strandvegur 76, Vestmannaeyjar

Héraðsskólinn Boutique Hostel

This summer-only Westman Islands restaurant swept this category
with every panellist giving it top honours. With locally sourced ingredients, incredible presentation and a very cosy setting, Slippurinn is
possibly the best iteration of New Nordic fine dining and one of the
best restaurants in Iceland. Head chef Gísli Matthías Auðunsson’s
menu incorporates wild seasonal herbs and berries from the beaches
of the islands, with local fish, seabird eggs and meat, prepared in
creative and surprising ways. “I literally cried because the food was
so good,” said one panellist. If you want to try some Slippurinn tastes
in winter, you can try Gísli Matt's small plate adaptations at SKÁL!
in Reykjavík's Hlemmur Mathöll food hall instead. Map square: H5
Runner Up

Tryggvaskáli

Tryggvatorg, Selfoss
Tryggvaskáli, based in a Selfoss house
built in 1890, was founded in 2013. It's a
true gem of the south, in a glorious conversion, with a passion for local, seasonal
ingredients. Nobody ever leaves disappointed... or wants to leave at all: “You
just never want to leave Tryggvaskáli,”
said the panel. F2

Budget Option

Friðheimar
Reykholt

Iceland has a massive amount of
greenhouses and here, one gets to sit
amongst the tomato plants and bees
with a fabulous meal. “I wanted to pick
tomatoes off the plant while I ate,” said
one panellist. Famous for their succulent
soup and bread buffet, the small but superb menu also includes pasta dishes
and killer cocktails. H2

Laugarbraut, Laugarvatn

Located in the former village schoolhouse of Laugarvatn, this affordable and
friendly hostel is a completely charming
building with history oozing out of the
walls. There's a cosy café, nooks to hide
in, and accommodation to suit anyone's
needs, from dorm bunks to cheap rooms,
to fancy lakeside apartments. It’s steps
away from the Fontana nature baths, and
surrounded by stunning sights. G1

Newcomer

UNA Local Products

Austurvegi 4, Hvolsvöllur
Not just another souvenir shop, this
quaint little store set in an eye-catching old hut has a pretty lovely selection
of some of Iceland’s finest handmade
products. With an emphasis on selling
genuinely local, sustainable and equitable items, the shop places a great deal of
importance on the integrity of tradition.
You can feel good about what you buy
here. H4

Summer Only

Midgard Base Camp
Hvolsvöllur

Wool Gallery

Run by an amazing family of local expert
guides, the atmosphere of this place
is top notch. A former mechanic warehouse, this simple, clean and friendly
hostel aims to be a home-away-fromhome for its guests. “Ending a day of adventuring with a dip in the rooftop hot
tub that looks out to Eyjafjallajökull will
always be memorable,” said one panellist. H4

Using the old textile tradition of felting,
this shop makes and sells quirky and
eye-catching warm accessories made
out of Icelandic sheep’s wool as well as
Merino, Alpaca, silk and even incorporating lava stones into the works. The
offbeat and colourful designs evoke Icelandic nature like mossy lava fields and
bright northern lights. K5

Vík í Mýrdal Víkurbraut 21, Vík

LÁ ART MUSEUM
ICELAND
MUSEUM AWARD
2018

Modern and contemporary art
Art books to browse
Activity centre for children
A small Café
Admission free of charge

Austurmörk 2
Hveragerði
listasafnarnesinga.is

Opening hours in winter:
Thursday - Sunday 12 - 6 pm
Closed December 17th - January 12th

listasafnarnesinga
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Best Bathing Spot

Best Hike

Floating glaciers and steamy hikes
Must-See Spot
Seljavallalaug

Reykjadalur

This barely serviced pool is located in a
wild valley with natural hot water, built
right into the mountainside. It’s a wildly
unique Icelandic moment. Be warned,
there are no facilities, and it gets crowded in the summer these days, but go late
on a glorious bright summer night and it
can't be beat. “Just look at the location
– mountain babes everywhere!” said the
panel. It’s an easy fifteen-minute hike
from the road and it’s not for the prudish or faint of heart, but the payoff is
incredible. I5

Located just a 40-minute drive from
Reykjavík near Hveragerði, this is one of
the most popular hiking trails in Iceland.
An hour-long hike (you’ll need crampons,
hiking poles, and probably a guide, in
winter) brings you to the Reykjadalur
valley, which has a warm geothermal
stream running down its centre. Steam
billows up into the air, making it a truly
mystical spot, and the hike has the added reward of a dip at the end. In summer,
Iceland has longer and grander hikes,
but in winter, this is the perfect length. F2

South Coast, Route 242

Runners Up (Winter)

Hveragerði

Runners Up (Winter)

Þórsmörk

South Coast, Route 249

This tucked away valley is blocked to normal cars by rivers and difficult
terrain—the only way to get there in winter is via an organised tour
with a Super Jeep. The mountains are magnificent, and there's a hot
pool to have a soak in the fresh air. “It's just one of the most beautiful
spots on earth,” said the panel. With all kinds of peaks and nooks and
crannies, the area is full of natural beauty and folkloric significance,
with all kinds of historical landmarks and spiritual tales attached to
the trails and region. It has a very special feeling. Once more, though—
don't try and get there in winter without an experienced guide. Map
square: I4
Runner Up

Eldfell

Formerly for locals only, this delightful
little man-made lagoon feels like swimming in a hot freshwater lake. The facilities are modern and beautiful, tucked
behind a bunch of friendly greenhouses.
“I just grab a mini Prosecco and a bunch
of pool noodles and get super chill.” It
even has its own geyser going off every
few minutes. H2

This hulking volcano became one of
the most infamous in the world when
it erupted suddenly and unexpectedly in 1973, forcing an evacuation of the
Westman island and engulfing part of
the town. The easy 40 minute hike to the
summit crosses ash plains and bright
red, orange, white and maroon volcanic
rocks, and leads to a dramatic view. H5

Blue Lagoon

Þórsmörk, South Coast

Iceland’s most famous bathing spot never fails. It has a truly unique look, great
facilities, and has understandably become one of the country’s most popular
spots. The lagoon also boasts a spa and
a bar, making it the most luxurious place
to swim around in geothermal water. C2

This huge area of hiking trails encompasses a number of hikes from short
climbs to multi-day adventures. Some
circuits are relaxed and low impact for
inexperienced hikers. In winter, it's a very
remote and hard to get to place, so don't
go except on a guided tour.. I4

Hvammsvegur, Flúðir

Vestmannaeyjar

Runner Up

Svínafellsjökull

Jökulsárlón

After a bumpy drive up to the viewpoint,
you arrive at the edge of the glacier. Sitting quietly up on the hill with a stunning
view over the rich blue ice of the glacier
tongue, this place brings a sense of true
zen and an endless feeling of contemplation. N2

This icy lagoon is a true wonder. The effects of climate change have been very
visible in recent years and the size of
the icebergs have greatly diminished,
but it's worth seeing while one has the
chance. Take public or group transport
to reduce environmental impact. Q2

Vatnajökull National Park

The Secret Lagoon

Vatnajökull National Park

Reykjanes Peninsula

Route 249

GPS
64.0061511,
20.9737104

BREAKFAST, BRUNCH, LUNCH, DINNER

LOCATION

Gullfoss

Reykjavík

Your journey to the Golden
Circle starts at Þrastalundur

Hveragerði

Þingvellir
National Park

Geysir

Þrastalundur

Selfoss

Lovely Restaurant with a Stunning
View! We stopped @ Thrastalundur on our
way to Geysir (40 min away). Everything
about this place was just magical - the food,
the coffee, the view and the team. Highly
recommend for anyone who wants to rest
in a very picturesque scenery and enjoy
truly Icelandic hospitality!
Food was so good, we came back
twice! We really enjoyed eating at
Þrastalundur Restaurant. We tried the lamb
soup, fresh brook trout, and leg of lamb.
It was a Sunday, and they had a lovely
two-piece band playing. The staff really
made us feel at home, and gave us some
travel suggestions for the Golden Circle. We
enjoyed it so much, we came back the next
night for pizza, soup, and beer.

Great place to see
the northern lights!

More than outstanding pizza
Lovely restaurant situated in very seenic
spot on a river bank. In summer one
can see people fly fishing. The service
was very good. Food was good and the
atmosphere good. Will definately go there
a.s.a.p. Old but renovated in good taste.
Brunch yummie. Thank you. I loved it

Þrastalundur is a modern restaurant is located a short drive north of the
town Selfoss and a 40-minute drive from Reykjavík. A perfect place to stop if you are
travelling the Golden Circle. Þrastalundur restaurant has stunning views over the river
Sogið and a very romantic and peaceful ambience to it.

The menu consist of some traditional Icelandic dishes, such as the meat soup and the
Icelandic lamb, specialities are our pizza’s and weekend brunch

Þrastarlundur is an experience rather than just a restaurant. The staff will go
above and beyond to make you feel welcome and well catered to. Don’t forget to visit
their cute little mini market where we offer fresh fruit and vegetables, freshly-baked
bread and other groceries.
It truly is the perfect place for a relaxing meal in a wonderful environment.
Þrastaslundur / Grímsnes / 801 Selfoss
info@thrastalundur.is / Tel.: +354 779 6500 / www.thrastalundur.is
www.facebook.com/thrastalundur
www.instagram.com/thrastalundurr

SINCE 1928

20

BEST OF ICELAND 2018

The Reykjavík Grapevine
Best of Iceland 2018

South

Best Sightseeing Tour

Best Action Tour

Over volcanoes and under a glacier
Best Road Trip
Helicopter over Fjallabak region

Eyjafjallajökull Summit Tour

The endless colours of the Fjallabak region are best seen from a high vantage
point. Flying in either a helicopter or a
small plane, you'll witness the braided
glacial rivers, rich volcanic landscape
and intense glacial structures of this
stunning area that can't be fully appreciated from the ground. Whilst it's definitely not for the budget traveller, there
are various companies that offer these
flights and it is worth every penny. J3

Whether you're travelling in a super Jeep
or riding solo on a snowmobile, the experience of driving on a glacier to the top
of a volcano is simply incredible. “You
can get all the way onto the ice and see
the glacier's absolutely vast scope first
hand, like visiting some kind of mystical frozen sky island,” said one panellist.
Upon arriving to the summit, you'll be
greeted by a 360-degree view over the
highlands and out to the Westman Islands. I4

Vatnajökull National Park

Runners Up (Winter)

South coast

Runners Up

Hveragerði to Höfn

B

Route One South

The south coast is an amusement park of natural wonders on a grand
scale. Every few minutes, there's a sign for a historic spot, a canyon,
a glacier tongue, a wild beach, a forgotten pool or a coastal viewpoint.
The scenery changes so rapidly and suddenly, constantly disarming
with wonderful and unexpected sights. “This drive will forever leave
me speechless,” said the panel. It always looks different depending
on the time of year and weather conditions, so it's a genuinely beautiful drive no matter how many times you do it. It would take years
to explore every turn. As the panel said: “It just never gets old.” Map
square: F2-S1
Runner Up

Runner Up

Ice Cave Tour
Vatnajökull

Close to Jökulsárlón glacier lagoon, the
ice caves of Vatnajökull are a sight to
behold. As the summer meltwater begins
to freeze, the caves assume new shapes,
each in its own unique way. When it has
recently snowed, the textured walls are
breathtaking. Don't forget your camera
or your warmest clothes. D2

Raufarhólshellir Lava Tube
Þorlákshafnarvegur

Formed by an eruption over 5,000 years
ago, this lava tube is just a short drive
out of Reykjavík and makes a great adventure for both the novice explorer and
intrepid caver. The natural landmarks
formed inside the tunnel are stunning
and surprising reminders that nature is
an incredible artist. E2

Reykjanes Ring

Skaftafell to Höfn

Westman Islands Tour

Black beach by horseback

Just a quick hop away from Reykjavík, it’s
quite special to spend a day exploring
this peninsula. With scenic geothermal
areas, lush mossy lava fields, lighthouses, basalt cliffs, and breathtaking coastlines, it's a lot of wonder squeezed into a
very manageable day. Perfect for a traveller with only one day to spare. Starts D2

Starting just after the Skaftafell National
Park, a breathtaking spot in its own right,
one is treated to jaw-dropping views of
the massive Vatnajökull glacier out their
car window. This entire stretch is a testament to how glacial volcanoes shape
the ecology. At Höfn, look back northwards to get another eyeful of the icy
behemoth. N2-S1

One can fly or take a ferry to Heimaey,
the largest of the Westman Islands. In
the summer, boat tours are the best way
to see the jagged sea cliffs, volcanic isle
formations, and rich birdlife; in the winter, the sea is too choppy for that, but
you can still get a guided tour of the
main island. Either way, the whole adventure is visual poetry. H5

From the small and pleasantly mysterious town of Vík, taking a ride along its
famous black shores on a mighty steed
doesn’t get much better. The unique
and delightful demeanour of the Icelandic horse is so easy to connect with
and provides sanctuary to take in the
foreboding coastline and bold basalt
columns. K5

Reykjanes

Route One

Heimaey

Vík í Mýrdal
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PIZZA & BREWERY
HVERAGERÐI - ICELAND

Where you find the real local beer and gourmet pizzas
Visit Ölverk - Iceland´s first geothermal powered brewery
Perfect stopover while visiting south Iceland and Golden Circle
Ö l ve rk
Lo g o

w w w. b a by l o n . i s
k r i st i n n @ b a by l o n . i s

*Light beer

Breiðamörk 2 / 810 Hveragerði / tel. 483-3030 / olverk.is

Brewery tours / Craft beer / Pizzeria / Great local experience

Love and Peace
in Laugarvatn
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Find the spirit of friendship and love in Laugarvatn. You are always
welcome www.heradsskolinn.is
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Best Café

Best Bar

The not-North

Best Museum/Gallery
Kaffi Krús

Austurvegur 7, Selfoss

Ölverk

A staple for the past 25 years, this is a
super cosy place that's a great stop
for a nice meal after a long day on the
road. Located in a beautifully maintained
historic house, the décor mixes antique
and modern elements seamlessly and
with clean design. The nice little menu
has a great selection of meals, while the
in-house bakers make sure to have 16
incredible varieties of cake every day.
They look as good as they taste and the
service is absolutely lovely, too. F2

This local brewery and pizzeria is an unexpected craft beer mecca. With a rotating selection of six microbrews, head
brewer Elvar is constantly changing up
his concoctions. The family-style restaurant also has a nice list of pizzas and
bar snacks that incorporate elements of
beer, like the Bavarian style pretzel made
with beer yeast and served with warm
beer and cheese dip. It’s not exactly a
bar, but it’s got damn good beer. F2

Runner Up

Breiðamörk 2, Hveragerði

Runners Up

LAVA Centre
Hvolsvöllur

Deceptively light and cheery on the outside, this interactive museum
is a brilliantly constructed immersive volcanic experience. Combining
rich scientific research, bold industrial design and incredible artistry,
its informative and interactive displays provide some truly unique
insights into the volcanic history of Iceland. “I walked in and I felt
like I was in a Doctor Who episode,” said one panellist. The centre also
features a film portion, a nice gift shop, and a bright and spacious café
with great cakes and light meals. It’s a genuinely unique and unexpected attraction. Map square: H4
Runner Up

Runner Up

Bókakaffið

Austurvegur 22, Selfoss
The perfect spot for the total bookworm,
this cosy and quiet bookstore serves up
a nice basic menu of coffees and pastries to keep the avid reader alert. Both a
great hangout spot for locals and place
to have a little caffeine boost along the
drive, the calm, homey atmosphere is
perfect. And they keep their piano in
tune. F2

The Brothers Brewery
Vestmannaeyjabær

Started by a couple of friends and their
brothers in 2012, this small brewery
has started pumping out a selection of
great small-batch beers and recently
expanded into bottling. It's a friendly,
genial experience and they offer a tourand-tasting for a great price. H5

Summer Only

Eldheimar

Gerðisbraut 10, Vestmannaeyjabær
Located on Heimaey, it's built around
some partially excavated houses that
were destroyed in the volcanic eruption
of 1973. With the videos of news footage
from the event itself and loudspeakers
with the rumbling sound of the eruption,
you feel like you were there. H5

Listasafn Árnesinga

Austurmörk 21, Hveragerði

Græna Kannan

This small fine arts gallery has a rather remarkable collection of permanent
pieces as well as hosting rotating exhibits of primarily Icelandic artists. Open
almost all year and always with free admission, the space is immaculate, lovely,
and fabulously curated, making it one
of the finest art galleries outside of the
capital. F2

Set inside a spacious greenhouse, this
charming café in the ecovillage serves
organic coffee, cakes and baked goods.
Having recently undergone some renovations, it is a great place to stop by
to meet the friendly residents and experience the unique atmosphere. G2

Sólheimar Ecovillage

Best Bar

Pakkhús
Höfn

Overlooking the beautiful harbour of this
small langoustine-trapping town, this
bar and restaurant is housed in a former
warehouse made out of scrap wood giving it ample charm to enjoy a few drinks
in. Huddle indoors and enjoy a nice hot
meal in the cold weather, or hit the patio
if you catch a gloriously sunny day. S1

➋

➎

➍➎

Local Delights: South
ADVERTISEMENTS

➊ The Cave

People

Háholt 2c, Laugarvatn
Info: thecavepeople.is
Tel: +354 888 19 22
Can you imagine how it is to live in a cave?
Well less than 100 years ago a normal
Icelandic family did!
The caves have now been renovated and
look the way they did when the last cave
dwellers in Iceland lived there only a
Century ago.
Join us in a Guided tour in the Caves and
their Surroundings and we will bring the story to life with amazing tales about how they
lived, their struggles and their happiness.

➋ Give Visit a

Chance It Might
Suprise You
Austurmörk 21, Hveragerði
Info: listasafnarnesinga.is
Tel: +354 483 1727
The Listasafn Árnesinga / LÁ Art Museum
is only 40 minutes’ drive from Reykjavík on
the Golden Circle in the geothermal town of
Hveragerdi. On Bus 51 route.
We welcome you to exhibitions of modern
and contemporary art in our spacious art
galleries. We also offer a seating area with
wealth of art related material, activity for
children and a small Café.
Entrance free of charge.

➌ Lindin Restau-

➍ Skógar

Lindarbraut 2, Laugarvatn
Info: laugarvatn.is
Tel: +354 486 12 62

Skógasafn 1 (Museum way), Skógar
Info: skogasafn.is
Tel: +354 487 88 45

Lindin Restaurant & Café Bistro, stands on a
firm foundation of culinary excellence that
has attracted patrons from around the world.
Lindin is located in the village of Laugarvatn,
right beside the lovely natural steam baths
and pool at Fontana Spa. The 45 minute scenic drive from Reykjavik takes you through
enchanting landscapes between Geysir/Gullfoss and Thingvellir, making this an excellent
choice for a day’s journey.

Skógar Museum was founded in 1949 and
now hosts a collection of more than 18,000
regional artifacts, exhibited in 3 Museums. It
is located 150 km east from Reykjavík just
off Ring Road 1 and 30 km west of Vík. The
Folk Museum offers variety of artifacts displayed on three floors and in the Open-Air
Museum you can catch the atmosphere of
times long gone. The Technical Museum tells
the story of technology and transportation
and its development in Iceland.

rant & Café Bistro Museum

➎ Glacier Walks

Sólheimajökull parking area or Lodge in Skaftafell (next to the National Park
Visitor Center)
Info: mountainguides.is
Tel: +354 587 9999
Icelandic Mountain Guides´ Glacier Walks
are a safe but fun activity and a great way
to experience the wonders of the Icelandic
Nature. Glacier Walks are easy and accessible for both individuals and groups and have
become one of the most popular tourism
activity in Iceland. Icelandic Mountain
Guides´ Glacier Walks are operated every
day, all year on Sólheimajökull glacier and

in Skaftafell national park from the 1st of
February 2013.
Make Sure It's Mountain Guides.
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Grapevine on the West and
Westfjords:

gpv.is/west
gpv.is/westfjords

Our articles, info and
guides for West Iceland
and the Westfjords
Tourist Information:

West Iceland Marketing
Office

Road Trip:
Borgarfjörður

Museum:
Settlement Centre

Attraction:
Into The Glacier

Directions: Route One North, then
circle Routes 50 & 518

Info: landnam.is
Tel: +354 437 1600

Info: www.intotheglacier.is
Tel: +354 659-9710

Away from the crowds around
the coast is the quiet inland
area of Húsafell. Turning right
just before the Borgarnes bridge
will take you along a trail of curiosities, including the powerful
Deildartunguhver hot spring, the
historical town of Reykholt, the
impressive Hraunfossar waterfalls, the gourmet restaurant at
Hótel Húsafell and, eventually,
the foothills of the Langjökull
glacier. Map square: E-G13

The Settlement Centre at Brákarbraut 13-15 in Borgarnes is an
informative and playfully construed museum about the history
of people in Iceland. It looks at
the history of the earliest settlers
and the challenges they faced,
through a series of dioramas and
interactive displays. You can stand
on a swaying longboat, see how humanity spread through Iceland, and
hear tales of the Sagas. Next door is
a similar museum that relates the
bloody tale of Egils Saga. E13

The Langjökull Ice Tunnel is a
manmade phenomenon that allows you to walk—you guessed
it—into the glacier. While adults
will be amazed by the scenic journey up Langjökull, kids could easily amuse themselves for hours
moseying around the chilly ice
tunnel, which comes complete
with multiple chambers, information on how glaciers form,
an icicle-laden natural crevasse,
and a non-denominational chapel. H13

www.west.is
info@westiceland.is
Tel: +354 462 3300

Emergency services

Tel: 112 (national helpline)

Weather report

en.vedur.is
Recorded info: +354 902 0600

HOW TO GET THERE
By car:

Road conditions

www.road.is
Tel: 1777
(Summer hours: 08:00-16:00 /
Winter: 06:30-22:00)
From Stykkishólmur

Ferry to Flatey and
Brjánslækur
Schedule & Info:
www.seatours.is
By bus:

National Bus Network
www.bus.is
Tel: +354 540 2700

Town:
Stykkishólmur

Museum:
The Library of Water

Waterfall:
Glymur

Info: visitstykkishólmur.is

Tel: +354 865 4516

Hvalfjörður, off Route 47

Of all the small towns around Iceland’s coastline, Stykkishólmur—
population 1,195—is perhaps the
most charming. The small harbour is enclosed by a small and
easily hikeable cliff that offers
views out into the island-dotted
fjord, and for such a small place
there’s plenty to see and do, including a handful of museums,
shops, and restaurants. The perfect spot for a weekend getaway.
D11

Roni Horn’s Vatnasafn (“Library
of Water”) resides in Stykkishólmur’s old library building at
Bókhlöðustígur 17. The exhibit
presents a number of floor-toceiling glass tubes, each containing a sample of meltwater and
silt from one of Iceland’s glaciers.
With the current rapid climate
change situation, these tubes
may be all that’s left one day.
Open by appointment only—see
if there's a note on the door with
a phone number to call for the
key. D11

Glymur was long considered Iceland’s highest waterfall but was
demoted by the newly discovered Morsárfoss in 2007. A slender torrent that comes tumbling
down from a towering mountain,
it’s hugely impressive nonetheless. The hiking route involves
clambering over a pole to cross
a river, wandering through some
caves, and, finally, crossing the
river close to the edge of the falls.
Check with local tourist information before embarking; if the
route is open, expect to be walking for around three hours. F14

ALERT!

When you see this red badge, this
route, hike or attraction is totally
inaccessible for large parts of the
winter (often roughly considered
to be November-April). Don’t travel
without checking for info via road.
is and checking in with local
tourist information services.

LOCAL INFO

A yellow badge means that an establishment’s opening hours might
be sporadic; that a tour company
may offer seasonal alternatives; or
that hiking routes and nature sites
may be closed due to adverse conditions. Check in advance for info
from the locals who know.
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West

The west of Iceland begins just outside Greater
Reykjavík’s northern city limits. From undulating fjords
and stretches of idyllic farmland to the rolling fields of
Borgarfjörður, to the geothermally active Snæfellsnes
peninsula, the Langjökull glacier, and the sprawling
Kalmanstunga lava field, it’s an area that contains
all the diversity of Iceland. Each region is rich with
small towns, tucked-away pools, remote glaciers and
historic sites. It’s a wonderful part of Iceland, and we’ve
distilled some of the must-see places for you here.

A Reykjavík-adjacent vista
of mountains, lava fields,
waterfalls and glaciers
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Distance from
Reykjavík:
75 km

How to get there:
Drive Route One North

Oh, To Be A Bird!
Local history becomes art at
Safnahús Borgarfjarðar
Words: Jennifer Fergesen Photos: Einar G.G. Pálsson
From outside the blocky building
it shares with the local library,
Safnahús Borgarfjarðar passes as
the kind of low-tech local museum one finds in any small town
around the world. You know
the type—glass cabinets full
of staid-faced porcelain dolls,

phased-out farm tools, empty
eggshells arranged by species—
the dust-coated debris of obsolescence.
In fact, through most of its
history, Safnahús Borgarfjarðar
fit neatly into this category of
museum: it featured a smor-

West

Further information:
safnahus.is

gasbord of artifacts from Borgarnes’ past, as well as enough
taxidermied animals to fill an
Icelandic Noah’s Ark. The museum continued in this capacity
until 2007, when Guðrún Jónsdóttir took over the position of
museum director. A passionate
supporter of the arts (and mother of Grapevine illustrator Elín
Elísabet), she saw the untapped
creative potential in this motley
collection.

A different kind
Guðrún explains the museum’s
metamorphosis in the orientation speech she gives to every

visitor. “This is a different kind
of museum. And the reason it is
different is because of him,” she
says, gesturing to a photograph
of Snorri Freyr Hilmarsson, a set
designer based in Reykjavík. She
invited Snorri to reinterpret the
museum’s collection through an
artistic, rather than curatorial,
lens.
The result was ‘Börn í 100 ár’
(‘Children Throughout a Century,’ in English), a visual poem
of an exhibition that opened in
2008. Snorri transformed the
main hall of the museum into a
floor-to-ceiling family album, its
undulating black walls papered
with images of daily life in twen-

WELCOME TO
ANOTHER WORLD
One of the most beautiful places in
Iceland, just two hours drive from
Reykjavik. A charming atmosphere, and a
restaurant known for its exquisite cuisine.
Check out our selection of gift cards on
hotelbudir.is/gjafabref2018
A great idea and well rembered for any
occasion.

– a remote luxury
hotelbudir.is

hotelbudir

hotelbudir

budir@budir.is

+354 435 6700
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n

y

ury

6700

The Reykjavík Grapevine
Best of Iceland 2018

27

tieth-century Iceland. Some of
the photographs camouflage
hinged doors, behind which lie
artifacts and snippets of text that
share only the most tenuous of
connections. A portrait of three
sisters, for example, opens to reveal a stained tennis dress and
a passage from a medical text
describing waterbirth. A snapshot of a bright-eyed baby hides a
taxidermied duckling and a verse
about the ephemeral nature of
childhood.

Endless, dreamlike
field

Other than the hidden excerpts,
‘Börn í 100 ár’ is a textless installation; Snorri made the conscious decision not to include
any of the explanatory placards
one usually sees in museums. He
suggests that visitors take the
time to walk through the room
without opening any of the cabinets. The effect is an intimate,
universalising experience that
anyone—regardless of age, nationality or reading ability—can
understand. (If visitors wish to
learn the provenance of each
photograph, they can pick up a
catalog—offered in a variety of
languages—from the front desk.)
Snorri and Guðrún collaborated again to create the museum’s
second permanent exhibition,
‘Ævintýri fuglanna’ (renamed
‘Oh, to be a bird!’ in English),
which opened in 2013. Here,
Snorri tackles the museum’s prodigious collection of taxidermied
birds in a disorienting space that
recalls a Yayoi Kusama Infinity Room. Rather than ferreting
away the specimens in cabinets

or drawers, Snorri arranges
them in a single glass case surrounded by mirrors. Though the
installation is small enough to
lap in seconds, the play of light
is enough to suggest an endless,
dreamlike field, full of birds in
all the poses of life. A soundtrack
of bird sounds—not merely their
calls, but their heartbeats and
the beating of their wings—further immerses the viewer.

Owl eats tern
Like the artifacts in ‘Börn í 100
ár,’ the birds are arranged according to a scheme that is more
poetic than taxonomical. “People

sometimes ask about the birds,”
says Guðrún. “Why is the owl
next to the tern, for example? A
child could deduce the answer to
that question: because the owl
eats the tern. That’s how the artist thinks.”
That artistic logic seems to
inspire unusually profound
thought in visitors, Guðrún has
observed. “Visitors write things
in the guestbook that are very
personal,” she says. More than
just their names. Someone wrote
‘My grandfather died last year.’
Why would someone write that
in a museum guestbook? Because
this is a very different kind of
museum.”

Though Safnahús Borgarfjarðar strays from the mould,
it retains all the most charming qualities of the small-town
cabinet of curiosities it used to
be. Guðrún, as well as the rest of
the friendly and knowledgeable
staff, are among those charms.
There are few big-city museums
where the director works the
front desk, ready to chat about
art with whoever walks through
the door.
“I’ve learned a lot about the
art over these years,” finishes
Guðrún. “In fact, I think I know
the art better than the artist
does. I never get tired of talking
about it.”

“The play of
light is enough
to suggest an
endless, dreamlike field, full of
birds in all the
poses of life.”
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Must-See Spot

Go West, life is peaceful there
Best Accommodation
Hótel Húsafell
Húsafell

The tasting menu at Hótel Húsafell might
be a little steeply priced, but if this is one
of those birthday/anniversary/engagement ring moments—splurge. The luxury hotel offers an excellent five-course
tasting menu of creatively prepared
local ingredients with excellent service,
and wine pairings or great cocktails
should you so desire. Get a table by the
open fire, and trust and believe, she or he
will say yes. G13

Runner Up

Snæfellsjökull

Snæfellsnes National Park
If it’s a clear day in Reykjavík, you can
spot the majestic Snæfellsjökull glacier
sparkling from your balcony. If it’s not
a clear day, well, drive three hours and
see it up close and in person. The glacier
is a magnificent sight. “The hike up to
Snæfellsjökull is beautiful and a good
way to see the glacier,” one panel member noted. “It might be difficult for beginners, but it's worth it.” If hiking isn’t your
thing, snowmobiling is another popular
option. B12

Runners Up

Hótel Búðir
Snæfellsnes Peninsula

Hótel Búðir’s picturesque surroundings will take your breath away.
Neighbouring the rocky Atlantic coastline, you’ll find sand dune walks,
coastal hikes, a local runic store and a historic church in the immediate vicinity of the hotel. The luxurious interior boasts a vintage feel
with taxidermied raptors, cosy ornate couches, and a standout restaurant in the region. If you’re lucky enough to arrive during Aurora
season, the Northern Lights show there could rival the best in Iceland.
Map square: B12
Runner Up

Budget Option

Narfeyrarstofa

Aðalgata 3, Stykkishólmur
Narfeyrarstofa is amongst the best rural
restaurants in Iceland. In a modern but
cosy candlelit dining room, they serve
fresh seafood pulled out of the adjacent
Breiðafjörður, cooked to perfection,
along with locally sourced beef burgers
and lamb. If you’re still not sold, they give
out their special salt blend—which is
stellar—as a parting gift. D11

Djúpalónssandur

Snæfellsnes National Park
This black pebble beach, which is supposedly haunted, and also has an elf
church, was the site of a shipwreck that
took the lives of 14 British sailors in 1948.
You can still find rusted metal fragments
from the accident scattered all over the
beach. “It’s unique, and the landscape is
amazing. The drive there is also stunning,
through a lava field,” one panel member
states. “You might find some troll rock
formations.” B12

Budget Pick

Fosshotel Hellnar
Brekkubær, Hellnar

Fosshotel Hellnar has somehow floated under the radar of previous Best
Of awards, but this year was rightfully
recognised. The hotel—part of the acclaimed Fosshotel chain—is located
right on the edge of the Hellnar hill in
a number of spread out buildings with
large windows and patios that look out
directly over the ocean. The design is
peaceful, suitable for a yoga retreat or a
romantic getaway. B12

Freezer Hostel

Hafnargata 16, Rif
Freezer Hostel boasts a cosy bar, hostel
rooms, and a theatre space that hosts
everything from musicals to music festivals. This summer, they’ll serve up a reprise of their stage adaptation of Jules
Verne’s classic ‘Journey To Centre Of The
Earth’, a new piece based on two guys
forming a Fleetwood Mac cover band,
and so much more. Stay there or stop
by. B11

Skúrinn

Þvervegur 2, Stykkishólmur
Skúrinn is an all-are-welcome comfort
joint. The cosy Stykkishólmur haunt
boasts nachos, milkshakes and some
of the best burgers in Iceland. Try the
Senior Citizen, seriously. With low prices,
a homey atmosphere, and friendly staff,
it’s light on the wallet while still yummy
in the tummy. D11

Háafell Goat Centre
Háafell, Reykholt

Icelandic goats, after having been isolated here for 1100 years, are actually
the purest breed you can find in Europe.
They are also incredibly sweet. Don’t
believe us? Check out the Háafell Goat
Centre, where you can get up close and
personal with the cuddly furry creatures.
“You must go in the summer when the
goats are all small and cute,” said one
panellist. F13

Go West, in the open air
Best Bathing Spot (Winter)
Arnarstapi to Hellnar

Snæfellsnes

This leisurely coastal walk takes you past
lava fields and ocean outlooks on the
southern shore of the peninsula. Surrounded by basalt columns, and ravines,
the old path meanders around fishermen
relics and through nests with enough
seabird eggs to make a large omelette.
The hike is great for birdwatching—you'll
glimpse kittiwakes, Arctic terns and fulmars. It could take an hour, or you could
lounge to the sound of the waves on the
pier. Take your time, and make sure to
grab a coffee and cake at Fjöruhúsið before or after your journey. B12

The Snæfellsnes peninsula is often referred to as “Iceland In Miniature.” Why?
Well, a one-day road trip grants you access to essentially every notorious Icelandic topography in one spot, including
a sub-glacial volcano, ancient lava fields,
geothermal hot springs, black sand
beaches, waterfalls, canyons, and, of
course, the Snæfellsjökull glacier. Follow
Route 54 to circle around the area, but
make sure to check out Stykkishólmur—
it’s a gem of a coastal fishing village. You
can easily make it there and back again
from Reykjavík in twelve hours. B-D12

Snæfellsnes Peninsula

Runners Up

Snæfellsnes Peninsula

Runners Up

Krauma

Deildartunguhver, Borgarfjörður

You can’t miss Krauma—the steam from the bubbling geothermal
vent pours skywards into a column that’s visible for miles around.
The complex contains five outdoor hot pots of various sizes and temperatures, a cold plunge pool, a scented sauna, a steam room, and a
lounge area with an open fire that can be turned around to face a circle
of reclining loungers. Map square: F13
Runner Up

Borgarnes Pool

Summer Only

Helgafell

Borgarfjörður

The Holy Mountain of Helgafell was longthought to be a gateway to the afterlife—a place so sacred that visiting it
respectfully could grant you three
wishes. While we can’t promise you’ll
receive your heart’s desire, we can assure you that the summit will supply a
breathtaking vista of Stykkishólmur and
Breiðafjörður bay. The jaunt takes a max
of fifteen minutes. “It’s a beautiful place,”
one panel member says before pausing.
“And I did get my wishes.” D11

If you turn right just before Borgarnes,
you’ll come upon a less-traveled fjord
that’s rich with sights. This is Borgarfjörður, a lava land filled with rivers,
streams, and some of the most awe-inspiring waterfalls in the country. Don’t
miss the powerful Deildartunguhver hot
spring, the historical town of the Reykholt, the impressive Hraunfossar and
Barnafoss waterfalls, the top-notch restaurant at Hotel Húsafell, and, of course,
the Langjökull glacier. E-G13

Ok Glacier

Hvalfjörður

According to folk tales, Ok was one of
the breasts of a giantess that turned
into stone, the other being Skjaldbreiður.
The former-glacier-now-mountain sits at
1200m—the hike is about 10-15km, but
in winter you should seek advice on conditions before embarking. “It’s a glacier
that was,” said one panel member. G13

If you’re pushed for time, Hvalfjörður
will give you the biggest bang for your
buck as far as road trips go. There’s the
creepy fenced-off whaling station, an
abandoned mine, the Glymur waterfall
hike, the remains of a British WWII base,
and loads more. Plus, it’s only thirty minutes away from Reykjavík. F14

Stykkishólmur

Borgarfjörður

Lýsuhólslaug

Þorsteinsgata 1, Borgarnes

Lýsuhóli, Snæfellsnes Peninsula

The family-friendly Borgarnes swimming
pool boasts a clean and modern feel as
well as a great view out to the ocean. With
an indoor and outdoor pool, hot pools, a
sauna, a steam bath, lap wading pools
and more, you’ll be wanting for nothing.
“It is probably the most well-known part
of Borgarnes,” one of the panel members
who grew up in Borgarnes says. “And it
has three slides, which was very exciting
for us as kids.” E13

Lýsuhólslaug, a.k.a. the Green Lagoon,
was the unanimous choice of the panel for best bathing spot—but only in
summer. “It’s an organic pool that’s
cosy, locally run, and has no chemicals,”
one panel member says. “I recommend
it to anyone that wants to swim in
Snæfellsnes.” The pool is green, because
of algae called Chlorella. Chlorella is full
of silica and iron, so it's great for your
skin, and feels nice all round. D12
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Best Tour

Go West, where the skies are blue
Best Museum/Gallery
Fjöruhúsið

Vatnshellir Cave

If the weather is good, there might not
be a better view in Iceland than that
from the patio of this seaside café. The
cosy spot faces the Baðstofa rock formation along the Atlantic, where calls of
nesting birds echo with the rush of the
tide. “The location is stunning,” the panel
notes. “Their coffee and food is incredible too. The seafood soup is a standout,

It only takes an hour to experience the
Vatnshellir cave, but it was the unanimous choice of the panel. Put on a
helmet and marvel at stalagmite-like
formations which were formed by dripping lava and bacteria that sparkles in
your flashlight beams. After the final descent—35 metres below the surface—
shut off your flashlights and stand in
darkness. Due to the composition of the
cave walls, Vatnshellir has no echo, so no
one will hear you scream. B12

Route 574, Hellnar

as are their cakes and waffles.” B12

Runners Up

Road 574, Snæfellsbær

Runners-Up

Borgarnes Museum

Kraum
a 97 km

Bjarnarbraut 4-6, Borgarnes

Safnahús Borgarfjarðar is one of the most locally-focused museums
in the country. Located inside a bright red house near the sea, the museum offers a new program every year focusing on local artists. Their
permanent exhibition, ‘Children Throughout A Century,' dives into the
dramatic changes Icelandic children have faced as Icelandic society
transformed from an agricultural community to a modern nation.
“They reconstructed an old turf living room and from there you just
walk into a modern teenagers bedroom from IKEA,” one panel member says. “It’s a crazy contrast, just a great exhibit.” Map square: E13
Runner Up

Runner Up

Bjarnarhöfn Shark Museum

The Library Of Water

Iceland is known for its bizarrely specific
museums, but Bjarnarhöfn’s Shark Museum is easily the most charming. The
space is packed to the brim with boats,
shark info sheets, shark skeletons, shark
stomach contents, and stuffed local fauna. If that’s not enough, just up the hill is
a drafty shack where shark meat hangs
down in front of your eyes. “The whole
thing is so handmade but very informative,” raves one panel member. C11

Roni Horn’s Vatnasafn, or Library of Water,
overlooks the Stykkishólmur harbour in
the town’s old library building. The exhibit presents floor-to-ceiling glass vials,
each containing a sample of meltwater
and silt from one of Iceland’s glaciers.
The subtext is clear—one day, this may
be all that’s left of them. D11

Bjarnarhöfn, Snæfellsnes

Kaffi Kyrrð

Skúlagata 13, Borgarnes
Kaffi Kyrrð is both a coffeehouse and a
florist, so if you’re looking for some lilies
and a latte, this is your spot. With kitschy
décor and sanguine platitudes (“Dream,
Hope, Love”), Borgarnes’ Kyrrð is the best
place to have a quiche while pretending
you’re in your great aunt’s living room,
except well, with better quiche. A kitsch
quiche, if you will. E13

Breiðafjörður Boat Tour

Smiðjustígur 3, Stykkishólmur
Meander around the many islands of the
Breiðafjörður bay on a boat tour from
Stykkishólmur. The famous “Viking Sushi"
food tour is a local classic that's sadly
summer-only; but if you happen to return
in the high season, it's a must-try. You’ll
taste the freshest seafood around, as
scallops, clams and urchins are plucked
from the sea floor right before your eyes.
D11

Bókhlöðustígur 17, Stykkishólmur

Settlement Centre

Brakarbraut 13-15, Borgarnes

Into The Glacier

The Settlement Centre puts much more
on the table than just info on your favourite Saga heroes and heroines. “Their
café has a really good vegetarian buffet,” one panel member raves. They’re
referring to the 2.200 ISK ‘Wellness Lunch’.
“It’s rare to find a good vegetarian dish
around here, much less a buffet,” she
says. E13

So you’ve been on a glacier, but have
you been in one? If no, the Langjökull
Ice Tunnel will give the opportunity to
stroll under the ice. The man-made tunnel spiders its way through the glacier,
giving you unparalleled views and a general sense of ‘woah.' There’s even an ice
chapel if you feel a little romantic. H13

Langjökull
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Krauma is a natural geothermal bath & spa at Deildartunguhver, Europe’s most powerful
hot spring. The cold water comes from Ok, Iceland’s smallest glacier.
Krauma offers five relaxing natural geothermal
baths, a cold tub, two steambaths and a relaxation
room where you can rest by the fireplace.

At Krauma Restaurant you can enjoy Icelandic cuisine with
emphasis on fresh ingredients from local farms. Relax with
the spectacular view of Europe's most powerful hot spring.

+354 555 6066
Borgarnes

Þingvellir
Reykjavík

www.krauma.is
Deildartunguhver, 320 Reykholt

Krauma is located at Deildartunguhver,
a 97 km (60 miles) drive from Reykjavík.

We offer a very good selection of beers and whiskeys along with other wines and spirits. R5 offers a
wide selection of craft beers, local beers and seasonal beers. Happy hour every day from 18:00-20:00
Ráðhústorg 5, 600 Akureyri • r5.is • tel: +354 4129933
Opening hours:
Sunday-Thursday 17:00-01:00 • Fridays 15:00-03:00 • Saturdays 17:00-03:00
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Grapevine on the West and
Westfjords:

gpv.is/west
gpv.is/westfjords

Our articles, info and
guides for West Iceland
and the Westfjords
Tourist Information:

West Iceland Marketing
Office

Museum: Samúel
Jónsson Art Museum
samueljonssonmuseum.jimdo.com
Tel: + 354 698-7533

Just along the south shore of Arnarfjörður, in one of the most
isolated areas of Iceland, lies a
cartoonish house and church
surrounded by a number of bizarre plaster sculptures. These
are the work of Samúel Jónsson:
a hermit self-taught artist who
used his pension money for plaster, which he then used for these
peculiarities. “Check ahead for
unpredictable road conditions,”
our panel warned. “But perhaps
that’s just part of the whole bizarre Selárdalur experience.”
Map square: B8

Town: Ísafjörður

Place: Djúpavík

www.west.is
info@westiceland.is
Tel: +354 462 3300

Info: isafjordur.is

Info: djupavik.is

Emergency services

The regional capital of the Westfjords is Ísafjörður, an old merchant town that’s definitely worth
a visit. It’s the cultural capital of
the area, and around the turn of
the 20th century, Ísafjörður was
the second-biggest town in Iceland, with a history filled with
witch trials and industry. Today,
it has a population of only 2,600,
but despite its location deep in
the Westfjords, it remains a lively
town with three museums—including the oldest row of houses
in Iceland—two bars, and a movie
theatre. Its houses are old, and its
people proud. C6

Djúpavík is a far-flung and
breathtaking hamlet around
a rough dirt track deep in the
Westfjords—be sure to check
ahead that the road is serviced, in
winter, because it's truly sketchy.
A handful of houses and a rusting
shipwreck stand nestled next to a
huge, crumbling factory building
that seems like a surreal vision in
the depths of the Strandir coast.
The factory was abandoned when
the fish vanished, and now serves
as a workshop, museum and gallery; the workers’ quarters are
now a cosy and informal family-run hotel. F7

Tel: 112 (national helpline)

Weather report

en.vedur.is
Recorded info: +354 902 0600

HOW TO GET THERE
By domestic airline:

Isafjörður (IFJ)
Domestic flights to and from
Reykjavík.
Main airline operator:
www.airiceland.is
Tel: +354 570 3000
Other airports are at Bíldudalur
and Gjögur, with flights to and
from Reykjavík serviced by
eagleair.is

By car:

Road conditions
www.road.is
Tel: 1777
(Summer hours: 08:00-16:00 /
Winter: 06:30-22:00)
From Stykkishólmur

Ferry to Flatey and
Brjánslækur
Schedule & Info:
www.seatours.is
By bus:

National Bus Network

Waterfall:
Dynjandi

Area:		
Hornstrandir

Museum of Sorcery &
Witchcraft

Location: Just off Route 60 on the
way to Þingeyri in the Westfjords

Info: westfjords.is

Info: galdrasyning.is
Tel: +354 897 6525

Some consider the spectacular
Dynjandi to be amongst the most
beautiful waterfalls in all of Iceland. In winter, the high, rough,
narrow road is often completely
snowed in, so be sure to check
road.is or with local information services. This impressive,
massive torrent is a series of
seven-tiered waterfalls that resemble a flooding staircase. Take
your lunch here—it’s also a great
picnic spot, as long as you're
dressed for the cold. C8

This largely uninhabited peninsula is so far off the beaten track
that you have to either undertake
a lengthy hike or get a boat ride
there—note, if it's winter, the
only way to get there is as part of
a multi-day skiing tour. However,
if that's your bag, it’s worth it: it’s
a natural reserve of outstanding
natural beauty, and a haven for
Arctic foxes, which are protected
in the region. In summer, it’s also
something of a hiking mecca,
with campsites and all the trails
you could want. D-E5

A weathered wooden structure
with a turf roof, Hólmavík’s main
tourist attraction may look underwhelming, but like its subject,
it’s got some magic. The museum’s most famous acquisition
is a replica of a pair of “necropants”: trousers made of human
skin, which allegedly dispense
gold form the crotch for those
brave or psychotic enough to
make a pair. If that tickles your
occult bone, indulge your morbid
side with a visit. F8

www.bus.is
Tel: +354 540 2700

ALERT!

When you see this red badge, this
route, hike or attraction is totally
inaccessible for large parts of the
winter (often roughly considered
to be November-April). Don’t travel
without checking for info via road.
is and checking in with local
tourist information services.

LOCAL INFO

A yellow badge means that an establishment’s opening hours might
be sporadic; that a tour company
may offer seasonal alternatives; or
that hiking routes and nature sites
may be closed due to adverse conditions. Check in advance for info
from the locals who know.
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The Westfjords lie entirely outside of the Ring Road’s
island-encompassing loop, making them one of the
more remote corners of Iceland. The roads are carved
into an endless sequence of vast flat-topped mountains punctuated by tiny towns in narrow fjords, often
with great pools and hot pots. At the northern edge lies
the wild nature reserve of Hornstrandir, only accessible
by boat or on foot. To get away from the bustle of the
tourist trail, the Westfjords are always a good bet.

Flat-topped mountains
and raw nature in the
wild Westfjords
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Westfjords
Breathe in, breathe out
Best Accommodation
Tjöruhúsið

Dynjandi

Housed in an 18th-century fishing house,
it features communal tables, low wooden ceilings, and best damn fish in the
country. Every few minutes, a new, different, giant searing pan of fish appears
at the buffet for everyone to try. The fish
is fresh, and they have classic or internationally-inspired dishes like creamy
haddock with grapes and peanut satay.
It’s pricey, but think of it as three meals.
You’ll eat that much anyway. C6

Although the Westfjords are literally dripping with waterfalls, Dynjandi is the undisputed champion. As it cascades down
over multiple levels, it fans out to create
a giant pyramid (or wedding cake) of
water. It can be seen from far off, but its
immensity can only be understood when
you stand right at the foot of it and look
up. Check the road on road.is ahead of
time—it goes over a mountain, and can
be hairy all year round. C8

Neðstikaupstaður, Ísafjörður

Runners Up

Just off Route 60

Runners Up

Hotel Djúpavík
Djúpavík

This was an easy one for the panel. Hotel Djúpavík may be as isolated
as possible in the smallest town in Iceland, but its charm is inversely
proportional to its population, with the famous herring factory and
the remains of a wrecked ship. The hotel has a wrap-around balcony,
haunting landscape views and, as one panellist pointed out, its very
own waterfall coming down nearby. The interiors, food, and staff are
all equally inviting. Utterly silent save for the birds and the rippling
water, it’s the ultimate retreat—like a place frozen perfectly in time.
Map square: F7
Runner Up

Fancy Option

Vegamót

Látrabjarg

Bíldudalur doesn’t have any single shop
or restaurant, just a building that combines every essential service into one
place. Vegamót is one such place, only
with a proper chef. As well as a convenience store, there are rustic tables with
a fjord view; they serve fish and burgers (one with a pineapple topping—one
panellist warned not to let the president
know about this.) B8

The westernmost point of Iceland (and
possibly Europe), Látrabjarg is also the
puffinmost point of Iceland (and possibly Europe). The scenic cliffs are more
packed than the liquor store at 17:59. But
the puffins couldn’t care less about the
crowds (or the paparazzi, as one panellist pointed out). They just nonchalantly
puffin’ around their little avian metropolis for all to see. A9

Tjarnarbraut 2, Bíldudalur

Route 612

Heydalur

Fosshotel Patreksfjörður

Kaupfélag Steingrímsfjarðar

Djúpavík Factory

In a beautiful valley near Ísafjörður, Heydalur is much more than just accommodation. A guesthouse, campsite, restaurant,
swimming pool, greenhouse, farm, and
recreation centre all run by a lovable
matriarch with seemingly infinite energy. In addition to being a base for hiking,
kayaking, hot-potting and other outdoor
activities, they also offer horses for riding, their own dogs for petting, and even
a fox who hangs around with guests on
occasion. C6

There are Fosshotels dotted all around
Iceland, and they come with a reassuring sense of quality. While some prefer
low-key local guesthouses, farm cottages, and hostels, if you're looking for
somewhere comfortable and plush, with
a good level of service and plenty of
home comforts, this could be the choice.
There's nothing better after a day on the
road than a hot shower and a warm bed
in a well-appointed room—and a hearty
buffet breakfast in the morning. B8

Every seasoned Westfjords traveller knows
this place. It’s a long way between Hólmavík
and Súðavík and there is one single gas
stop along the way, so anybody with a
practical bone in their body has probably
stopped here. Kaupfélagið is Icelandic for
“the everything store,” and this place is
exactly that: gas station, grocery store, and
diner. Some panellists prefer the classic
burgers, while others like the shockingly
good sandwiches. F8

This towering, crumbling herring factory was the largest concrete building in
Iceland when it was built in 1935. It was
abandoned by 1954 when the herring
vanished; it has since been partially refurbished, and is now used as a museum
and art gallery during summer. Many of
Iceland’s best artists, both visual and
musical, have graced its halls, including
Sigur Rós on their Heima tour. You can
hike the mountains for an aerial view. F7

Mjóifjörður

Patreksfjörður

Höfðatún 4, Hólmavík

Strandir

Best Hike

Best Bar
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Best Bathing Spot

Heydalur

Djúpið

Ísafjarðardjúp

Dýrafjörður

Hafnarstræti 19, Flateyri

With four choices: two indoor polls, a regular warm swimming pool, and a basic
hot tub, Heydalur wins. What makes them
special is that they’re housed in a greenhouse surrounded by fruit-bearing trees,
creating a little oasis. The real treasure is
the vaguely slimy 40-degree natural hot
pot, accessed by rolling up your pants
and wading across a cold but narrow
glacial stream. As several panellists have
pointed out, low-key suffering is part of
the charm of the Westfjords. D7

The system of fjords in the central Westfjords all open into one giant fjord called
Ísafjarðardjúp. Djúpið is its local nickname, meaning simply “The Deep.” It has
the best-maintained and least terrifying
stretch of road in the Westfjords, and
each fjord has its own hidden treasure
that’s typically missed by visitors zooming straight to Ísafjörður—Arngerðareyri “castle,” Reykjanes pool, Litlibær turf
house, a seal colony, and Valagil canyon
to name just a few. D6

Between Dýrafjörður and Arnarfjörður
there is a range of mountains known as
the “Alps of the Westfjords," because
they are pointy, unlike most of the other glacier-scraped, flat-topped mountains of the region. Don’t worry, it’s not
because they come anywhere close
in elevation. Kaldbakur is their highest
point (and the highest in the Westfjords)
at 1167 metres. Described as “half-hike,
half-scramble” by one panellist, this hike
is no joke, so plan accordingly. You feel
like the Westfjords are yours. B7

Like everything else in the Westfjords,
bars have to double up as something
else, namely restaurants. That doesn’t
stop one, however, from having its clearcut reputation as the best and liveliest
bar in the Westfjords. Vagninn in Flateyri
is known second for its excellent and
interesting food, live music and rowdy
crowd. Combined with a good beer selection, and you can find that sweaty,
smiley bar ambience, even in the middle
of nowhere. C7

Mjóifjörður

Runner Up

Runners Up

Kaldbakur

Runner Up

Vagninn

Runners Up

Reykfjarðarlaug

Hrafnseyrarheiði

Djúpavíkurhringur

Húsið

Being a bit out of the way, these pools
are more likely to be deserted. There are
a series of three hot pots dammed up
from the original source as well as one
full-size pool at the end, each cascading
into the next. With four options, one of
them is bound to be the perfect Goldilocks temperature for every bathing
booty. C8

This gravel road between Dýrafjörður
and Álftafjörður has switchbacks and
rapid climbs that'll churn your stomach,
and bless your eyes. As you begin the
descent into Álftafjörður, the mountains
reflect in the water, and Dynjandi can
be glimpsed in the distance. The road
ends at Hrafnseyri, with the Museum of
Jón Sigurðsson, a little church, and three
turf houses where you can stop for a
coffee. C8

If you want something much easier
with an equivalently triumphant feel, try
Djúpavíkurhringur. This two-hour loop
begins and ends in Djúpavík. It’s a fairly
easy for travellers of all abilities. With
views out to the Arctic Ocean, and you’ll
even see bits of Hornstrandir in the distance. F7

Húsið in Ísafjörður is almost certainly the
most-frequented bar in the Westfjords. A
café by day, the vibe changes after the
kitchen closes, the taps floweth over,
and everybody is already drunk. With a
lovely big patio and a dark, cavey backroom with TVs showing sports, it is another of the few properly pubby gems of the
Westfjords. C6

Route 63

Krossneslaug

Álftafjörður

Rauðasandur

Djúpavík

Hrannargata 2, Ísafjörður

Easy Option

Naustahvilft

Edinborgarhúsið

Strandir

Látrabjarg Peninsula

Ísafjörður

Ísafjörður

The remote Krossneslaug is on the way
to Hornstrandir. This beautiful old-school
pool is built on the shore. It offers beautiful views, looking straight up the mountainside on one side and out to sea on
the other. Despite its location near the
end of the known world, you might see
a curious fox or, as one panellist experienced, Ólafur Arnalds. (No guarantees!)
F6

A remote beach on the southwest shore
of the Westfjords, named after its reddish-orange sandy beach. It’s a popular
summer spot, and the site of the most
doomed music festival in our history—
winds so strong that tents blew away,
and the festival had to be evacuated.
Cross the mountain gravel road—only
open in summer—you’re rewarded with
a rainbow of colours. A9

This accessible hike is possibly the
most popular in the Westfjords.
Just across the fjord from the town of
Ísafjörður there is a giant crater-like
bowl sunk into the top of the mountain.
It is officially called Naustahvilft but is
better known by its colloquial name “The
Troll Seat,” because it looks as if a gigantic butt sat on the mountaintop. C6

“Edinborg” is a large, ornate building that
houses a restaurant and bar, and acts as
a cultural centre of sorts, with events,
exhibitions, and performances. Notable
parties in Edinborg’s history include
many gigs during Aldrei Fór Ég Suður, and
Pallaball with Iceland’s queer pop emperor Páll Óskar—it’s the only disco-party-glimmer of hope in the Westfjords. C6
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Best Museum

Best Café

The Westfjords are so foxy
Best Tour

Blacksmith Museum
Þingeyri

The Blacksmith Museum in Þingeyri is
less of a traditional museum than a fully functional blacksmith studio where
people are actually bending and hammering iron every single day. That, as
the panellists agreed, is exactly what
makes it such an unforgettable “museum” experience. The blacksmiths there
are passionate about what they do and
very willing to explain what it is that they
do, how they do it, and how it relates to
the history of the town. C7

Gamla Bakaríið

Aðalstræti 24, Ísafjörður
Gamla Bakaríið deserves an honourable mention for being one of the oldest
bakeries in all of Iceland, not just the
Westfjords. It’s a great place to stop
for breads, pastries, and baked goods.
But they are especially famed for their
kringlur: pretzel-like rolls flavored with
cumin-seeds. C6

Summer Only

Runners Up

Simbahöllin

Vigur Island
Ísafjörður

Fjarðargata 5, Þingeyri

Arctic Fox Centre

Vigur is an island in the middle of Ísafjarðardjúp, famed for its
birdlife—including puffins. With more avian residents than humans,
there is a single row of buildings, including the tiniest post office ever,
and even a windmill. The island is small enough to explore in a day,
and there’s a boat that comes and goes from nearby Ísafjörður. Or if
you’re the type who prefers to earn your idyllic island time with exercise, it can also be reached by a kayak tour with Ögur Travel or Borea
Adventures. Map square: D6
Summer Only

Eyrardalur, Súðavík

For those who want an experience based
more on fact than legend, the Arctic Fox
Centre has everything you need to know
about the first inhabitants of Iceland. Of
all Iceland's animals, foxes are hardest
to spot, so a visit to rescued foxes at the
centre a must. Your entrance fee helps to
support fox research and protection. D7

Summer Only

Simbahöllin was unanimously agreed to
be the best café in the Westfjords. Or,
as one panellist argued, it is “the only
real café in all the Westfjords.” It is located in a big, beautiful, bright green
Norwegian timber-house with a terrace
and a matching green bus converted
into café seating. Serving Belgian waffles and housemade rhubarb jam, they
also boast top-notch baked goods,
snob-quality coffee, and dishes exotic
to the Westfjords, like Moroccan-style
chicken served in a tajine. The panel is
prepared to fight you on this one. C7

Tungudalur & Seljalandsdalur

Hornstrandirr

Sea Monster Museum

Litli-Bær

The downhill slopes of Tungudalur and
the cross-country trails of Seljalandsdalur are the main local ski areas. There are
day tours for all skill levels, and if you’re
insanely outdoorsy, our panellists also
recommend Aurora Arktika, who offer
a six-day tour in which you can sail the
Westfjords for some backcountry skiing
and kayaking. C6

With its sheer cliffs, wide valleys and
abandoned villages, Hornstrandir
feels like the end of the earth.
Being one of Iceland’s few Nature
Reserves, arctic foxes are protected
here, making it one of the best places
to see them. Fox-watching tours are
run by Borea or West Tours, who
make sure the habitats are visited sustainably. D5

After driving over the mountains and
pulling into the tiny village of Bíldudalur,
the last thing you’d expect to find is a
state-of-the-art interactive exhibition.
Based on sea monster sightings along
the shores of the fjord, their display
includes life-size monster models, an
interactive map, video-testimonials, an
arcane library, and a touch-screen database of cryptozoology. B8

Litli-Bær is a restored turf house on the
Djúpið road, admired for its atmosphere
and location. There’s something special
about a waffle made inside a house
basically made out of mud. It’s located
near the local seal colony meaning you
can eat your historical waffle as you
watch the dog-mermaids (or seals or
whatever you call them) frolic along
the shore.. D7

Vestfjarðarvegur

Westfjords

Strandgata 7, Bíldudalur

Skötufjörður
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FISH & MORE

SALKA VALKA
Steamed Fresh Fish, Traditional Icelandic Fish ‘Stew’,
Fish & Vegan Soups, Smoked Salmon & Vegan Toppings
on Sourdough Bread, Beer, Wine, Coffee & more
We are her e!

Cert ifica te of Exce llen ce

by Trip Advi sor

ava lka _fi shn mor e
ww w.in sta gra m.co m/s alk
lka val ka2 3
/sa
.com
ook
ww w.fa ceb

SkólavörDustígur 23 • 101 reykjavík

BUY DIRECTLY
FROM
THE PEOPLE
WHO MAKE THEM

Skólavörðustígur 19
tel (+354) 552 1890

Borgartún 31
tel (+354) 552 1980
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The north of Iceland holds some of the country’s most spectacular natural
sites, from the huge and powerful Dettifoss waterfall to Lake Mývatn, the
Ásbyrgi canyon and the vast, treacherous volcanic desert of the Highlands.
Fewer tourists come here than to the south and west of Iceland, making
it feel somewhat open and spacious. The “northern capital” of Akureyri
is a focal point—a pretty and relatively cosmopolitan town—and both
Siglufjörður and the whale-watching hub of Húsavík are well worth a visit.
The northernmost point of Iceland is Grímsey Island, and you can hop there
on a plane there to set foot in the Arctic Circle.
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Lakes, lava, hikes,
herring and whales
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Grapevine on the North:

gpv.is/north

Our articles, info and
guides for North Iceland
Tourist Information:

Visit North Iceland

Hafnarstræti 91, 600 Akureyri
northiceland.is
info@northiceland.is
Tel: +354 462 3300

Town: Akureyri

Island: Grímsey

Info: akureyri.is
Tel: +354 460-1000

Info: akureyri.is/grimsey-en
Tel: +354 460-1000

Iceland’s “second city” is bustling
with culture. Amuse yourself in
the daytime meandering between
the stellar municipal swimming
pool, the shops, galleries and
cafés of the town centre, and
the busy little harbour. By night,
there’s
a great music venue called
LANGANES
Græni Hatturinn, a concert hall
called Hof, a selection of good
restaurants, and a labyrinthine
85
bar called Götubarinn, where you
might end up singing around the
piano with the locals.
Map square: G9

fn

Þórshöfn

Bakkafjörður

Grímsey—Iceland’s northernmost populated point—is a 5.3
square kilometre island that’s
home to just 86 people. You can
get there by plane or ferry to see
the beautifully preserved lighthouse, and the village of Sandvík, which has a craft store, a café,
and a small fishing harbour. In
summer, you can hike around
the coastline to see the seabirds,
vast cliffs and crashing waves—
in winter, you can at least say
you set foot in the Arctic Circle,
taking a photo opp at the handy
signpost. G5

Road Trip:
Eyjafjörður &
Skagafjörður
Directions: Routes 82 & 76

The most populated area in the
north is Eyjafjörður, one of the
longest fjords in Iceland at 60 km.
The west side has a picturesque
drive from Akureyri to a series of
small villages such as Hjalteyri—
where you’ll find a large factory
that’s been repurposed as an arts
space called Verksmiðjan—to
Dalvík and Ólafsfjörður. After
passing Siglufjörður, you can
loop around into Skagafjörður
and visit Hofsós pool before
heading back to Akureyri. D7-10
and G6-9

Emergency services

Tel: 112 (national helpline)

Weather report

en.vedur.is
Recorded info: +354 902 0600

HOW TO GET THERE
By domestic airline:

Akureyri Airport (AEY)

Domestic and international
flights
Eyjafjarðarbraut vestri, 600
Akureyri
Main airline operator:
www.airiceland.is
Tel: +354 570 3000
Other airlines:
norlandair.is
Tel: +354 424 4000

Húsavík Airport (HZK)

Domestic flights to and from
Reykjavík.
Main airline operator:
www.eagleair.is
Tel: +354 464 1300
Vopnafjörður

By car:

917

AÐIR

Road conditions

www.road.is
Tel: 1777
(Summer hours: 08:00-16:00 /
Winter: 06:30-22:00)

919

85

Bakkagerði
917

From Akureyri

94

Museum: Húsavík
1
Whale Museum

MÖÐRUDALUR

1

901

Egilsstaðir
Info: visithusavik.com

907

INDIR
923

923
F910

F909

93

H VA L N E S

1

SUÐURSVEIT

Tel: +354 464-4390

92 Neskaupsstaður
Húsavík is Lagarfljót
a northern1town
that’s
J famous
ÖKULSÁ Á B
R Ú being the best place in 953 Mývatn is a famously beautiful
for
931
Eskifjörður
Iceland to spot
whales. There are
lake deep in the northern Iceland
H A L L O R M S S TA Ð U R
92
Reyðarfjörður
a total 23 whale species that
you countryside. There are a number
SKRIÐUKLAUSTUR
might see in the waters surroundof picturesque viewpoints and
931
96
F910
934
ing
Iceland, but the most comhikes around the shoreline, inFáskrúðsfjörður
mon sightings are blue whales,
cluding
the vast, vividly black lava
955
humpbacks and minke whales. In Stöðvarfjörður
maze of Dimmuborgir, various
winter, the whale-watching
sea-Breiðdalsvík
volcanic cones, and the steaming
939
1
son is over, but you can1still learn
mud pots and fumaroles of the
about these majestic leviathans. Hverir geothermal area. The town
This museum has preserved
skelof Reykjahlíð has an information
Djúpivogur
etons hanging in the rafters, and centre on the area, and one of
PA P E Y
a history of mankind's relation- the nicest spas in Iceland—the
ship with the gentle giants. H7
Mývatn Nature Baths—is also
LÓNSÖRÆFI
nearby. I9

1

F985

Lake: Mývatn
Seyðisfjörður
Info: visitmyvatn.is

Höfn í Hornafirði

VESTRAHORN

Canyon: Ásbyrgi
Info: vatnajokulsthjodgardur.is/en
Information Centre: +354 470-7100

The monumental Ásbyrgi canyon is an unparalleled natural
wonder. Shaped like a horseshoe,
its vast vertical cliffs surround
an area crisscrossed with walking trails that take you through
forests, past a lake, and up into
the various chasms in the walls.
There’s an information centre
and café at the entrance, and a
campsite for those who wants to
spend a few days getting lost in
this wild, dreamlike locale. I7

Ferries to Grímsey and
Hrísey

Schedule & Info:
visitakureyri.is/en/transport/
ferries
By bus:

National Bus Network
www.bus.is
Tel: +354 540 2700

ALERT!

When you see this red badge, this
route, hike or attraction is totally
inaccessible for large parts of the
winter (often roughly considered
to be November-April). Don’t travel
without checking for info via road.
is and checking in with local
tourist information services.

LOCAL INFO

A yellow badge means that an establishment’s opening hours might
be sporadic; that a tour company
may offer seasonal alternatives; or
that hiking routes and nature sites
may be closed due to adverse conditions. Check in advance for info
from the locals who know.
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Distance from
Reykjavík:
478 km

How to drive there:
Fly from Reykjavík or drive
Route One North then Route 85

The Hot Sea

The GeoSea baths open in
Húsavík
Words & Photos: John Rogers
On a grassy hilltop at the edge
of the small northern town of
Húsavík, a brand new state-ofthe-art bathing facility called
the GeoSea geothermal sea
baths recently opened its doors.
Situated a twenty-minute walk
from the town centre, next to an
old-school yellow lighthouse, a
subtle entrance walkway leads
down into a grass-roofed, greytoned lobby with floor to ceiling
windows; outside sits a large,
steaming infinity pool with an
undulating edge offering a stunning view over the Skjálfandi
Bay. The water is silky and, unu-

sually, slightly saline—a mixture
of sea and geothermal water that
occurs naturally in a nearby well.

Cheese tubs
When we visit, GeoSea has been
open for just three weeks after a
few years in development. The
idea evolved from unlikely beginnings, explains site manager
Sigurjón Steinsson (pictured).
“It all started with ‘Ostakerið’—
the ‘Cheese Tubs,’” he smiles.
“There was a borehole made
just up the hill, to try and find
hot water for the town—but

Flights: eagleair.is
Accommodation: fosshotel.is
Further information: geosea.is

North

the water was salty because it
was mixed with sea water, so it
wasn’t useable for heating at the
time.”
A few locals decided to test
the water’s medicinal effects,
adapting a large tub formerly
used in cheese-making into an
impromptu hot pot. “It was used

for quite a few years, with some
success for people with psoriasis
and skin disease,” says Sigurjón.
“The idea came around to do
something bigger, and now here
we are.”

Natural design
GeoSea already feels like a success, in more ways than one. The
architecture and design by BASALT Architects—who are also
responsible for the Blue Lagoon
and Hofsós swimming pool—is
unobtrusive to the point of near
invisibility in the landscape,
and the interior has a muted
slate-grey palette throughout.
The poolside area and in-pool
seating are made from smooth
stone, and new water enters
through bubbling vents, so
you can find warmer or cooler
spots based on your preference.
These thoughtful touches result
in a pleasingly natural feel that
matches the magic ingredient—

Sunsets and aurora
GeoSea has been an instant hit
with locals, who come up to the
pool after work. “It’s become
something of a local pub in the
evening, because we have comparatively cheap beer for Iceland,”
smiles Sigurjón. “People have a
drink and take in the view of the
mountains—which can’t be beat,
especially when they are snowcapped like now—and watch the
sunset, or the northern lights.”

“The water is
silky and, unusually, slightly
saline—a mixture of sea and
geothermal water that occurs
naturally in a
nearby well.”

41

As we slide into the pool to
watch the blazing autumn sun
sink behind the snowy mountains, it’s the perfect end to a
long day. As the lighthouse lamp
starts up and shines out over the
water, it seems clear that GeoSea
will continue to be a beacon for
locals and tourists alike.

The Reykjavík Grapevine
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the silken geothermal water.
“The water comes from two
different boreholes,” says Sigurjón. “There’s one by the harbour,
which is 27-30°C and has saltier
water because it’s not as deep,
and closer to the ocean; then we
have the water from the cheese
tub hole, which is 102°C. We mix
those two together to get the
39° temperature we have now.”
Because the water runs into the
pool at around 21 litres per second, and sloshes over the edge,
it can be operated completely
without chlorine. “The water
circulates, and renews itself entirely every three hours,” Sigurjón notes.
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Best Meal

Must-See Spot

Chilling by the Arctic Circle
Best Accommodation

Vogafjós

Ásbyrgi

This small, newly renovated café is almost on the shore of Lake Mývatn. “They
do everything themselves, from smoking
their trout to making their own mozzarella,” said the panel. Gaze at the windswept
countryside through the vast floor-toceiling windows while you delve into one
of their fragrant homemade cakes, or go
pet the cows if you have little ones with
you. They’ll be delighted. Check ahead for
winter opening information. I9

This forested, horseshoe-shaped canyon is at the northern end of Vatnajökull
National Park. It was carved by glacial
flooding several millennia ago, and it’s
at once breathtaking and ominous in its
magnitude. Drive down to the pond in the
crook of the canyon, beneath towering
cliffs, or turn off Route 85 and walk to
the tip of Eyjan, the “island” of rock that
was once the canyon’s northern bank, if
you’d rather hike in the vast blanket of
vegetation. I7

Mývatn

Runner Up

Just off Route 85

Runners Up

Siglo Hotel
Snorragata 3, Siglufjörður

Luxury Pick: There was no dispute over which hotel should win best
accommodation. Mind the price: this is a luxury hotel, and a favourite
of higher class Icelanders on a weekend ski or golf getaway. Get comfortable in their cosy, rustic looking rooms or, if you’re feeling social,
walk down to the private outdoor pool with a view over the fjord. A
weekend stay really doesn’t get better than this. E6
Runner Up

Budget Pick

Sjávarborg

Arctic Henge

Originally a slaughterhouse, Sjávarborg
occupies a special place in the heart of
Hvammstangi with a quirky but elegant
atmosphere. The menu is rather classic, with choices for meat eaters and
vegans—and noodle fans—alike. Go for
the fish soup and sit by the windows at
sunset. Check for winter opening hours,
and details about the lunch buffet. A10

This large-scale outdoor artwork started out as a hobby and was never fully
completed. Its huge pointed arches now
stand still against the sky of Raufarhöfn,
like a long forgotten Stonehenge that is
stunning, if not somewhat puzzling. Make
sure to drive along the coast to get there
and enjoy the vastness of the ocean and
the countryside along the way. J5

Hvammstangi

Raufarhöfn

Newcomer

Hotel Laugarbakki

Akureyri Backpackers

Siglunes

Glaumbær

This hotel is the perfect stopover on
your way to Akureyri. This old school was
recently converted into a hotel, with
spaces that make up for the exterior
with classic Scandi minimalism, wooden
panels and neutral hues. It’s perfect if
you’re looking for an affordable place in
the silent northern countryside to feel
both lost and comfortably at home. A10

Budget Pick: We know luxury hotels
aren’t for everyone, but even so, Akureyri
Backpackers is a palace amongst hostels. With their clean and minimal rooms,
dorms for those truly on a budget, and
a choice of cooking for yourself in the
kitchen or eating in the cosy café-bar
(try their arctic char if you can), this is
a reliable choice with a lot of charm. G9

Since the Moroccan-born master chef
Jaouad Hbib began running the restaurant, Siglunes really turned things
around. With a warm Mediterranean
twist on Icelandic ingredients and an intensely flavoursome menu that changes
every day, this exotic gem of the North
is well worth a visit. Such is the restaurant’s reputation that you should book
in advance. E6

In this precious historical site near
the bay of Skagafjörður, rests the
farm of Glaumbær, where Þorfinnur
and Guðríður, the parents of the first European born in North America, moved to
around the year 1007. “You can still visit
the farm and learn how people used to
live back then,” one panellist said. “It’s
almost surreal to see it all.” Take some
good boots, in the winter. D8

Hvammstangi

Hafnarstræti 98, Akureyri

Siglufjörður

Skagafjörður

Best Hike

Best Road Trip
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Best Café
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Best Bathing Spot

Beer Baths

Fríða Súkkulaðikaffihús

Jökulsárgljúfur

Diamond Circle

If you’re looking for something different from the classic Icelandic pools and
geothermal spas, you’re in for a treat at
the Beer Baths. Soak in a mixture of beer,
water and yeast to feel as decadent as
a modern Cleopatra. If soaking in fizzy
beer is not your thing, however, you can
always hop into the water-filled hot tub
that overlooks the harbour and get lost
in your thoughts. F7

With an endless array of experimental
chocolate boxes, chocolate bites, chocolate bars, chocolate cakes and beer-infused chocolate, this rustic café is the
perfect spot to stop by for a sugary treat
in downtown Siglufjörður. Fríða, who is
also an artist, makes everything from
scratch and from local ingredients—including vegan options. Stop by for a hot
cocoa and some people watching, no
matter the weather. E6

Regardless of what shape you’re in, you’ll
be able to find a hiking trail around this
majestic canyon in a northern tract of
the Vatnajökull National Park. There are
all kinds of routes to choose, from the
full 30-plus kilometres between Dettifoss and Ásbyrgi, to the loops starting
in the parking lot at Vesturdalur. Make
sure you see both the basalt rocks of Hljóðaklettar and the red hills of Rauðhólar
as well as many raw vistas along the river
gorge. I7

This 260 Km circuit in the North East of
Iceland is a similar concept to the Southern Golden Circle, but with more stops. It
includes classic sights like Góðafoss and
Dettifoss, as well as the area around Lake
Mývatn, the stunning Ásbyrgi canyon and
Dimmuborgir. This is not a tour you can
do in one day, however, so take your time,
hike as much as you can and enjoy a classic Icelandic camping experience in the
Jökulsárgljúfur area. ALL OVER

Ægisgata 31, Árskógssandur

Runners Up

Túngata 40a, Siglufjörður

Runners Up

Runners Up

All around the north

Runners Up

Fjörður

Tröllaskagi Peninsula

“The troll peninsula” is not too far from
Siglufjörður, but it still has the feeling
of a remote, fantastical land. From the
iconic orange lighthouse to the spectacular snowy mountains, this peninsula
is a maze of valleys and hills carved by
ancient glaciers moving to sea. All that’s
left now is the breathtaking view of the
coast and the surrounding fjörds as you
drive South to Dalvík. C7

you'll feel right at home. G9

A four to seven-day long hike, the valley
of Fjörður is not for the faint of heart.
There are no facilities in the area, which
is mostly available on foot, on horseback
or with a jeep during the summer—with
no bathrooms, restaurants or showers
until the end of the line. If you’re looking
for long, solitary hike in the middle of
nowhere, start from Grenivík and begin
hiking North. You’ve got a long week
ahead. F-G7

Mývatn Nature Baths

Café Berlin

The Mývatn Nature Baths is a smaller, quieter version of the Blue Lagoon,
with silky white water that seems to
coat your skin with geothermal goodness. It’s a bit more expensive than your
average municipal pool, but it’s an experience that’s worth it, and it makes
for a scenic and relaxing final stop
after a drive around Mývatn or the Dia-

There's no better place than Café Berlin for a Sunday morning brunch. From
the classic eggs and bacon to more
Instagrammable options like poached
eggs and avocado toast, this place has
everything your heart (and stomach)
might desire. You can add warm waffles
for a small additional fee. Enjoy some
people-watching with a hot coffee—

mond Circle. I9

Jarðbaðshólar, Mývatni

Ásbyrgi

Skipagata 4, Akureyri

Grenivík-Skjálfandi

Skagafjörður & Eyjafjörður

Vitaslóð 1, Húsavík

Garði, 601 Akureyri

Kaffi Kú

Langanes

Skagafjörður

This new luxury spa in Húsavík takes the
concept of healing geothermal water to
a whole new level. The baths, in fact, are
filled with geothermally heated seawater. The place has all the facilities you
need, from geothermal water to affordable food, but it’s the view over the Arctic
Ocean that will captivate you. Try to spot
a whale while you soak in a hot tub. H7

This lovely countryside café a short drive
away from Akureyri came highly recommended by the panellists for their homemade ice cream and goodies in particular. Sit down for a cup of coffee and a roll
of sugar and lemon crepe, and enjoy the
view. “You are actually sitting above the
cowshed,” one panellist explained. “So
your children can look at the calves and
the cows while you eat ice cream.” G9

The narrow peninsula of Langanes
stretches East of Þórshöfn, in one
of the wildest and least accessible areas in Iceland. Known for its rich wildlife, this is a particularly great spot for
travellers who enjoy birdwatching and
the silence that comes with it. Enjoy the
low light shining on these desolated cliffs and feel at peace with the
surrounding nature. F3

The land that lies inland from Tröllaskagi
has everything from adventurous trips
to interesting food and lovely swimming
pools. After passing Siglufjörður, you
can loop around into the neighbouring
fjord of Skagafjörður by driving along
the stunning coastline. Then, visit Hofsós
swimming pool and enjoy the view over
the ocean, grab a bite to eat in the cute
town of Sauðarkrókur, and head back
to Akureyri. C7

Geosea Sea Baths

Near Þórshöfn

Skagafjörður

44

Best Museum or Gallery

BEST OF ICELAND 2018

Best Bar

The Reykjavík Grapevine
Best of Iceland 2018

North

The reset button for the soul
Best Tour
The Herring Era Museum

R5

“The name doesn’t do it justice,” said
one panellist, “but it’s truly a wonderful
place to discover the history of the local community.” Síldarminjasafnið is an
unexpected gem in the museum scene
of the North, with a collection that pays
tribute to the boom years of the Herring
Era with pictures, texts, and countless
artefacts recollecting Siglufjörður’s glorious fishing past. Open only by appointment in winter. E6

This little bar in downtown Akureyri has
got the best selection of craft beers in
the entire North, but the place’s true
gem is its baristas. Knowledgeable and
passionate, they’ll help you out with any
request, as well as entertain you at the
bar with some fun stories. Stop by for
a beer and occasional live music and
sink into their comfy sofas for a relaxed
evening in good company. G9

Snorragata 10, Siglufjörður

Runner Up

Askja By Super Jeep
No amount of reading and scrolling over Instagram posts will prepare
you for an adventure in the otherworldly landscape of Askja. This caldera formed centuries ago from a massive eruption, and it has since
been the perfect place to get lost in pure nothingness, from canyons
and craters to vast stretches of red and black lava. Enjoy a hike during
summertime, but make sure you book a Super Jeep tour during the
winter or opt for the stunning aerial view from a helicopter. Map
square: I12
Runner Up

Runner Up

Ráðhústorg 5, 600 Akureyri

Runners Up

The Húsavík Whale Museum

Ölstofan

Located in an abandoned slaughterhouse in the middle of Húsavík, this
Whale Museum takes matters one step
further than its Reykjavík counterpart.
“They have an actual blue whale skeleton—no plastic involved,” one panellist stressed. A crucial hub for a town
that’s made whale watching a business
in itself, the Museum also has courses to
teach visitors about the oceans. H7

Iceland’s craft beer of excellence Einstök is brewed right here in the North
of Iceland, so it seems fitting for a bar in
Akureyri to have its own Einstök lounge.
Take your pick amongst local pale and
white ales, or try the new, uber-popular
sour beer, and enjoy the dimly-lit atmosphere of this downtown bar. On Sundays,
this is also the place to go to for football
aficionados. G9

Hafnarstétt 1, Húsavík

Kaupvangsstræti 23, Akureyri

Newcomer

Lofthellir Cave

Dog sledding

Into The Arctic

Gísli, Eiríkur, Helgi Kaffihús

There are a few lava caves in North Iceland, noted our panel, but this one is a
spectacular mix of—yes!—fire and ice.
Accessible only by 4X4 and a short walk,
the cave is serviced by operators departing from Akureyri (G9) and Mývatn
(H9); our panel recommended finishing
off with a soak in the Mývatn Nature
Baths. I9

One wonderful, natural, invigorating way
to get out into the winter landscape is
dog sledding. After petting the huskies
in the kennel, you’ll be pulled out into
the frozen landscape for a run across
the open snow. The tours are, of course,
weather-permitting, so check ahead to
see if there’s enough snow. I9

The new kid in town, Into The Arctic, rests
right at the Akureyri harbour, enjoying a
spectacular view over Eyjafjörður. The
museum hosts the collection of an Icelandic explorer Vilhjálmur Stefánsson,
and a plethora of taxidermied animals,
maps and diaries that give a unique insight into life in the Arctic. G9

A bar, café and restaurant all in one, this
establishment offers good beer and
arguably the best fish soup you’ll ever
get in the North. Bjarni, the manager, is
always ready to provide a good story
when he’s not busy organising concerts
and events in the adjacent cinema building. Stop by during a stormy evening and
enjoy the atmosphere. F7

Mývatn

Reykhlíð, Mývatn

Strandgata, Akureyri

Grundargata 1, Dalvík
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The Eastfjords
of Iceland are,
PA P E Y
geographically,
one of the
oldest areas of
the country, and the furthest
from the capital. The moun1
tains slump diagonally into the
sea, creating a beautiful and
H VA L N E S
distinctive landscape. Many of
the winding fjords are cut off
from Route One, which runs inland, but for the
relatively few tourists who make it, they contain interesting little towns and tucked-away
villages with many interesting and eccentric
sights, stops, bars and shops.
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gpv.is/east

Our articles, info and
guides for East Iceland
Tourist Information:

East Iceland Regional Information Centre

Town:
Seyðisfjörður

Culture Centre:
Slaughterhouse

Festival:
List í Ljósi

Info: visitseydisfjordur.is
Tel: +354 472 1551

Info: slaturhusid.is
Tel: +354 897-9479

Seyðisfjörður,
Info: listiljosi.com

Over the Fjarðarheiði mountain
pass—which is often snowed
in—lies the town of Seyðisfjörður. Picturesque to the point
of feeling like a snow globe, it’s
a miniature world that’s wellknown as one of Iceland’s creative hubs. It’s home to the Skaftafell gallery, as well as the LungA
School and Festival, and a variety of historical sites, museums,
craft shops, outdoor sculptures
and restaurants. A gem of east
Iceland. Map square: I8

An old slaughterhouse converted
into culture centre, Sláturhúsið
in Egilsstaðir is a culture centre
that focuses mainly on theatre
and dance performances, but also
organises events, exhibitions and
workshops of every kind. Being a
pillar of the cultural community
of the East, it's a must-visit destination for curious souls in search
of some local art and general
cultural intake. Opening hours
aren't always rock solid out in the
countryside, so phone ahead to
see what's what. H8

On February 15 and 16, the darkness of the winter will be lit up
by List í Ljósi, a celebration of
light art that will illuminate the
culturally vibrant town of Seyðisfjörður. The festival promises a
family friendly selection of “curated artworks by international
and local artists, ranging from
installations, projections and
performances to large-scale immersive experiences.” There’s
no admission fee, just go and be
merry. I8

700 Egilsstaðir, Iceland
www.east.is
info@east.is
Tel: +354 471 2320

Emergency services

Tel: 112 (national helpline)

Weather report

en.vedur.is
Recorded info: +354 902 0600

HOW TO GET THERE
By domestic airline:

Egilsstaðir (EGS)

Flights from Reykjavík.
Sunnudalsvegur, Egilsstaðir
Main airline operator:
www.airiceland.is
Tel: +354 424 4020

Smaller airports

Þórshöfn, from Akureyri with
Norlandair (norlandair.is)
Hornafjörður, from Reykjavík with
Eagle Air (eagleair.is)
Vopnafjörður, from Akureyri with
Norlandair (norlandair.is)
By ferry from Denmark or Faroes:

Smyril Line Ferry

Leaves from Seyðisfjörður
to the Faroe Islands & Denmark,
once a week
Schedule & Info:
www.smyrilline.com
By car:

Road conditions

Lake:
Lagarfljót

Drive:
Reyðarfjörður

Culture: HERE
Creative Space

Info: east.is
Tel: +354 471 2320

Directions:
Route 953 from Reyðarfjörður

Stöðvarfjörður
Info: inhere.is

Lagarfljót is a large, serpentine
lake with an undulating, wooded
shoreline. There are various forests around the lake containing
some of Iceland’s tallest trees,
making for some interesting hiking routes. It’s also the alleged
home of the mythical Lagarfljót
Worm—Iceland’s version of the
Loch Ness Monster—which hit
international headlines when
it was allegedly caught on film.
The Hengifoss waterfall—one
of Iceland’s tallest— and the
Hallormsstaður forest are also
nearby. G9

This long, pretty, and surprisingly populous fjord leads all the
way to the easternmost town
in Iceland. Detouring from the
ringroad to Reyðarfjörður, the
scenery is beautiful, and you’ll
pass several quirky and picturesque towns along the way.
Reyðarfjörður has the unexpected sight of rural apartment
blocks for the smelter workers.
After Eskifjörður and through a
brand new tunnel lies Neskaupstaður, which has a great museum and a wonderful swimming
pool to bask in. H10

In the small town of
Stöðvarfjörður, a former fish
factory was bought by a group of
local artists and converted, over
a period of years, into a thriving
and fascinating creative industries project. Today, it houses
workshops, an ambitious recording studio, a makeshift music
venue used for the Polar Festival,
and a shop selling the factory's
output, amongst other things.
Call ahead to see if it's open, or
if there are any fun events going
on. I11

www.road.is
Tel: 1777
(Summer hours: 08:00-16:00 /
Winter: 06:30-22:00)
By bus:

National Bus Network
www.bus.is
Tel: + 354 540 2700

ALERT!

When you see this red badge, this
route, hike or attraction is totally
inaccessible for large parts of the
winter (often roughly considered
to be November-April). Don’t travel
without checking for info via road.
is and checking in with local tourist
information services.

LOCAL INFO

A yellow badge means that an
establishment’s opening hours might
be sporadic; that a tour company may
offer seasonal alternatives; or that
hiking routes and nature sites may
be closed due to adverse conditions.
Check in advance for info from the
locals who know.
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Distance from
Reykjavík:
651 km

How to get there:
Route One South, all the way

Antediluvian Architecture And Vegetarian Sausage
A day’s jaunt in Berufjörður
Words & Photos: Eli Petzold
The more kilometres I log on
Iceland’s country roads, absorbing each landscape as it
melts into the next, the more
I find myself grasping for a vocabulary, an idiom, a metaphor
to convey how each mountain,
cliff, and waterfall fits into
the grand, immersive masterwork of the Icelandic wild.
Waking up on the island’s east
coast, after a slow, steady slog
across the moors, farmlands,
and glacial floodplains of the
south, I scrutinise the eastern

mountains of Berufjörður: layers upon layers of grey-brown
rock, each narrower than the
one beneath, but just as tall.
Immediately, and without imaginative intervention, they
seem like massive steps, hewn
in meticulously even intervals
to allow an easy ascent—but
for whom?
In early medieval Britain,
the Anglo - Saxons surmised
that only ancient giants could
have wrought the Neolithi c m on u m en t s a n d Rom a n

Car provider: gocarrental.is
Accommodation: havari.is

East

masonr y they encountered
in their new home. Here in
Berufjörður, the uncanny familiarity of these geological
forms conjures up images of
giants larger and older than
the Anglo-Saxons could have
dreamt of. This pre-coffee reverie leads me to the metaphor
I’ve been seeking: Iceland, it
turns out, is the crumbling
ruin of a sprawling titan metropolis; each district has a
unique architectural flavour,
changing gradually or suddenly into the style of the next. It
appears the giants of the East
Fjords, like the Pre-Columbian
Maya, had a thing for steps.
It’s easy to lapse into such
fantasies while travelling in
the east. Unlike the south,
where crowded carparks mark
the presence of something
spectacular, few visitors and
tourist facilities tether the
east to the banal realities of
Iceland’s tourism moment. At
times, there are more reindeer

grazing alongside Route One
than cars winding down it. Although towns dot the coast,
jutting out on peninsulas or
nestled within fjords, the feeling of remoteness is difficult
to shake; it’s about as far as
one can drive from the cafés
and clubs of 101 Reykjavík.

An unexpected
refuge

It’s all the more surprising,
t h erefore , t o d i s c o v er H a varí, a hostel, music venue,
and vegetarian café housed
in a repurposed sheep barn
between Djúpivogur and
B re i ð d a l s v í k . Sv av a r Pé t u r
Eysteinsson, known to Icelandic music fans as Prins Póló,
and his wife Berglind Häsler
bought the farm in 2014 and
gradually converted it into a
cultural and culinary waystation in the middle of nowhere.
The couple had already begun
flirting with agrarian ambi-

tions in 2013 when they started
producing Bulsur—vegan sausages concocted from organic
grains, beans, and seeds grown
in the east. Having spent most
of their lives in Reykjavík, they
knew, more or less, what the
future would look like there.
“We wanted to see what would
happen if we tried something
completely different,” Svavar
t e l l s m e o v er br e a k f a s t a t
the café. The fare—an omelet alongside a grilled cheese
sandwich stuffed with flattened Bulsur—is a welcome
departure from the pyslur and
potato chips that punctuated the previous day’s journey
from Reykjavík.
The café occupies one corner
of Havarí’s concert venue—a
tastefully sparse hall, decorated with paintings that feature
Prins Póló’s signature crown.
“Is it too late for coffee?” asks
the text on the paintings; it’s
just gone 10 and the answer
is unequivocally, “No.” At the
other end of the hall is the
stage, graced this summer by
numerous Reykjavík acts—FM
Belfast, sóley, and Úlfur Úlfur,
to name a few. Packing the
house has hardly been an issue for Svavar. The audiences
mostly comprise Icelanders
from near and far, he says,
but some foreign visitors—
unsuspecting guests at Havarí’s hostel—find themselves
dumbstruck to have stumbled

upon such vibrant events this
far from any city.
Like the venue, the hostel
is stylishly spartan: exposed
concrete betrays the building’s past life as a sheep enclosure. Cosy rooms—private
and shared—open onto a communal hall with tables and a
small kitchen. Gender-neutral
bathrooms and a neatly organized system for compost and
recycling quietly and unpretentiously attest to a spirit of
inclusivity and sustainability.
It’s a warm, peaceful haven,
pregnant with social and cultural possibilities amidst the
isolation of Iceland’s eastern
coast. By the same virtue, it’s
also a perfect place to launch
headlong and alone into the
wilderness that encompasses
it.

Bygone giants
My first stop, like Havarí, is an
anomaly in the landscape, albeit of a geological sort. From
afar, the Blue Cliffs (Blábjörg)
of Ber ufjörður seem unre markably grey. However, as I
near the small cliff wall, grey
gives way to a gentle blue hue.
Fragments of the same tuff lie
scattered along the coastline,
transformed by the lapping
tide, into a rich, dark blue.
Across the fjord, the mountain Búlandstindur climbs,
like a terraced ziggurat, into
the clouds, dwarfing the town
of Djúpivogur that extends before it.
Nearing the fjord’s mouth, I
climb a dirt road towards Fossárdalur. The name —which
means ‘ Waterfall-river-valley ’—seems a topographical
mix-and-match that nevertheless reveals precisely what the
valley contains. Hand-painted
signs warn that I’m here at my
own risk and inveigh against
al fresco defecation: ‘No shit.
No paper.’ A vague trail winds
through a sapling grove, leading to an arresting view of the

Merchants and
Minerals

The perfect circles of fish
f a r m s a l o n g B e r u f j ö r ð u r ’s
southern coast remind me
that humans, not giants, now
inhabit this region. My final
stop, the settlement of Teigarhorn, testifies to this human history. Niels Weywadt,
a Danish merchant who managed a trading enterprise in
Djúpivogur, built a house here
in 1880. Clad in tar paper, the
jet black Weywadt House interrupts the spectrum of natural
colours as if to proclaim human presence. Nicoline Weywadt, a daughter of the merchant, assumed stewardship

of the estate after her father’s
death, appending to the house
a photography workroom,
from which she established
herself as one of Iceland’s most
famous early photographers.
Likewise schooled in mineralogy, Nicoline knew that
her familial home sat on a geological treasure trove: peppered across Teigarhorn are
zeolites—minerals formed by
a reaction between hot water
and volcanic rock. Although
collecting them is forbidden,
it’s not hard to find zeolites
affixed like parasites to the
crevices and rocks along Teigarhorn’s rugged coast. Their
crystalline structure—too uniform to seem natural—propels
me back into fantastical ideation: my clever, crafty giants
must have something to do
with these.
As I roll into Djúpivogur in
the late afternoon, ships sail
in and out of the harbour. Children head home from school.
A clerk restocks skyr in the
local grocery store. I feel almost guilty for indulging my
imagination. The true wonder,
I realize, is not the imaginary,
colossal metropolis I superimposed upon these mountains
and fjords; rather, it’s the fact
that the prosaic realities of
day-to-day life here persist,
indifferent to the monumental
landscape that surrounds it.
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waterfalls that give the valley
its name. Step by step, a series of cascades descends from
the cloudy highlands, cutting
deeper and deeper into the
rock as the river nears sea-level. The most striking of these
falls—Nykurhylsfoss—plumm e t s , f ro t h y - w h i t e , i n t o a
turbulent pool before coursing through a narrow gap in
the rock wall, feeding, ultimately, into the fjord. With
the stepped mountains rising
in the background, I ponder
the architectural ingenuity of
bygone giants who, it seems,
built this as a grandiose gateway to the sea.
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“Towns dot the coast, jutting out
on peninsulas or nestled within
fjords, the feeling of remoteness
is difficult to shake.”
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East

If west is the best, east is the... beast?
Best Accommodation

Havarí

Bakkagerði

Havarí, a farm in Berufjörður has a lot
going on. The proprietors, Svavar & Berglind, run a hostel, organic farm, veggie
snack factory, and a café and concert
venue in the summer months (open
April-September). They serve their very
own veggie "Bulsur" sausages plus other
tasty meals in the café, which is within a renovated sheep house. Concerts
happen roughly every second weekend,
with some great Icelandic acts coming
through. "Everything is tasty and organic,” said the panel. “They're doing super
nice work." H11

“Borgarfjörður Eystri is not to be missed,”
said the panel. This remote fjord is home
to the tiny fishing village of Bakkagerði,
surrounded by beautiful mountains. Just
outside the village, “The puffin colony at
Hafnarhólmi is the best place to come
and see these colourful birds up close,”
said the panel. “In early summer there
are hundreds of them all over the place
and they are so relaxed that you can
almost reach out and cuddle them.” In
the winter, the road is famously dicey,
snaking around some scree mountainside under heavy snow. Check road.is. I7

Berufjörður

Runners Up

Borgarfjörður Eystri

Runners Up

Wilderness Centre

Fljótsdalur

Visiting the Wilderness Centre in Fljótsdalur is like stepping back in
time, and you can stay in the past overnight by booking at the Baðstofa. “It has wonderful communal sleeping quarters that are set up
just like they used to be for hundreds of years,” said the panel, “only
with electricity, soft mattresses and access to hot showers.” The hosts,
Denni and Arna, offer an airport pickup from Egilsstaðir, and there
are lots of winter activities on offer, including a 'Taste of Iceland' food
experience, some traditional Christmas events, and stargazing complete with marshmallow toasting and a telescope. Map square: F10
Runner Up

Fosshotel Fáskrúðsfjörður

Hafnargata 11-15, Fáskrúðsfjörður
This quaint hotel is in a beautiful old
building that was once a hospital in
this "French town" of the East. There's
a museum about the town's heritage,
a good restaurant with French wines,
and old-style, cosy rooms with a lot of
atmosphere. “It feels more connected
to Iceland than the newbuild Nordic-minimal hotels," said the panel. I10

Runner Up

Kirkjubær

Fjarðarbraut 37a, Stöðvarfjörður
If you’ve been admiring wooden churches, you might like to sleep in one. When a
new church was built in Stöðvarfjörður,
Kirkjubær was bought and renovated
into a cosy hostel by a local family. “The
spirit there might not be holy any more,”
said the panel, “but it sure is good.”
Check ahead to see if it's open, as it "take
a long time to heat up" in winter. I11

Skaftfell & Norð Austur

Teigarhorn

Norð Austur is possibly the best sushi
place in Iceland, immaculately prepared
using incredibly fresh fish, and beautifully presented. They’re only open in
summer, so you've missed the 2018 season, but fear not—just down the road is
the Skaftfell gallery, coffee house and
pizzeria, which serves mouth-watering
pizzas all year round. I8

This tucked away nature area lies close
to Djúpivogur in Berufjörður, conveniently just off Route One. "It's a geosite where
you find zeolites that look like diamonds,”
said the panel. “There’s a very old farm—
one of the first female photographers
in Iceland lived there. They had a great
mineral collection there, but they were
robbed—they are slowly assembling a
new collection." Please don’t take any
rocks with you: the area is protected. H12

Seyðisfjörður

Klausturkaffi

Near Djúpivógur

Miðvangur 2, Egilsstaðir

Hvalnesviti

There are so many great eastern eateries
that it was hard to choose, but the lunch
buffet at Klausturkaffi—located in the
charming and historic Skriðuklaustur
cultural centre—is met with particular
praise. “They have a great selection of
dishes made out of local ingredients and
with local traditions at heart,” says the
panel. Open for groups by appointment
in winter. G10

This humble, wind-whipped lighthouse,
just down a dirt track close to Route One,
is located in a spot of amazing natural
beauty. Look in any direction and you’ll
see towering, jagged mountains, black
beaches, and the sea crashing in, creating a mist across the area. You’ll leave
feeling fresh, with the taste of sea salt
lingering on your lips. H13

Near Höfn
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East

Watch out for the lake monster
Best Bathing Spot

Best Bar

Egilsstaðir Pool

Beljandi Brewery

Egilsstaðir’s smart and modern town
pool is a perfect example of Iceland’s
bathing culture. Despite being in a sports
centre, it’s a charming spot, with trees
inside the fence and rocky outcrops
overlooking the glimmering swimming
pool. The hot pots are packed with locals
relaxing, passing the time and talking
about anything and everything. You can
do laps to cool down, then jump back in
and soak some more. A sauna and a cold
plunge pool seal the deal. Map square: H8

The tiny seaside town of Breiðdalsvík is
located on Route One between Djúpivogur and Stöðvarfjörður, and it’s the
perfect place to stop off for some refreshments thanks to the Beljandi bar
and brewery. “They have their own beer
on tap, which is brewed downstairs,”
said the panel. “Upstairs, there’s a nice
bar with a pool table. They have funny
opening hours in the winter, so check
ahead, but in summer they’re open every
evening.” I11

Egilsstaðir

Runners Up

Sólvellir 23, Breiðdalsvík

Stórurð

Kárahnjúkur

This definitively summer-only hike got
glowing praise from the panel. Translating as "Giant Boulders," the route takes
2.5 hours each way, passing lava formations, bright ponds, and the huge tuff
boulders from which it gets its name. “After enjoying the up-close view of Dyrfjöll
you pass the incredible giant boulders
of Stórurð. You can return via a different
route. The nearby Stapavík offers an easier alternative with some nice sea cliffs
and the remains of commercial activities
in the last century to gaze upon.” Stórurð
is closed for winter because fragile snow
can conceal dangerous deep crevices,
so check with local tourist advice. I7

The Kárahnjúkar area lies just north of
Vatnajökull National Park, and is famous
for a controversial dam that was widely
protested. But as well as this monolithic
structure, our panel said that there are
also many beautiful canyons to be explored in the area, such as the dramatic
Hafrahvammagljúfur and Dimmugljúfur.
“The dam is a crazy piece of architecture,” said the panel. “It's so enormous,
it's breathtaking—maybe not in a good
way.” Added another, mysteriously: “See
if you can find the secret pool.” It’s in
the Highlands, so it’s a summer-only
drive—check road.is for the road conditions. E10

Borgarfjörður eystri

Advanced Summer Only Option

Runners Up

Runners Up

Seyðisfjörður to Borgarfjörður

Lake Lagarfljót

This adventurous three-day route will
take you through the Víknaslóðir “abandoned fjords,” past various weathered
churches and tiny settlements. There
are huts and camping places along the
way, and you’ll pass some spectacular
and remote mountains, cliffs and fjords
before arriving in Seyðisfjörður. It’s a serious hike, so do some research first. I8

Lagarfljót is a beautiful body of water
surrounded by interesting features.
You can stop for a hike to the towering
Hengifoss waterfall, which is surrounded by dramatic basalt formations; Guttormslundur is a grove of Siberian larch
trees that are unusually tall for Iceland.
Across the water lies the country’s largest forest of Hallormsstaður, which has
walking trails and great views. G9

East coast

Selárlaug

Já Sæll

Built in 1949 as a training pool, Selárlaug is a rustic rural pool located on the
banks of a salmon-fishing river, near the
tiny town of Vopnafjörður. It has a sun
deck, a hot pot, and a great view over the
surrounding area. You could quite easily
spend an afternoon there. G6

This bar is “probably the most active live
music venue in East Iceland,” said the
panel. “It's usually open until the locals
want to sleep, which is often quite late.
It’s a place where everybody knows your
name—or, at least, they will by the end
night.” I7

Selárdalur, near Vopnafjörður

Highlands

Borgarfjörður Eystri

Easy Option

Egilsstaðir

Summer Only

Newcomer

Fáskrúðsfjörður Pool

Hallormsstaðaskógur

Skólavegur 39, Fáskrúðsfjörður

Tehúsið

This small rural pool comes complete
with a mini-sauna that fits just a handful
of people, and an outdoor hot tub. “It’s
probably one of the oldest pools in the
East, and one of the smallest,” said the
panel. “It has a lot of character, like a
micro version of the Sundhöllin in downtown Reykjavik.” I10

Our panel has great expectations
for this freshly opened hostel bar
in the eastern capital of Egilsstaðir.
“They have big plans to run concerts
there,” said one panellist. “It will be like
a Kex Hostel of the East, but smaller
of course.” We’ll watch with interest! H8

Kaupvangur 17, Egilsstaðir

Lagarfljót

On the other end of the spectrum is a
light, free-form hike through the lakeside forest of Hallormstaðaskógar. You
can park and explore Iceland’s biggest forest, characterised by gushing
streams, tucked away cabins, views
over Lake Lagarfljót, and the famously
picturesque and mild-weathered Atlavík
camping ground. G10

Lagarfljót to Berufjörður
Öxi mountain pass

This mo unta in road us ed to b e
part of Route One. “They realised that
was a bad idea,” said one panellist,
“as in the Winter it’s almost always
closed.” But in the Summer, it’s a beautiful drive, with very few dwellings or
intrusions on the route—”just glorious mountains, lakes, waterfalls, and
valleys at each end.” G11
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Where the mountains slump into the sea
Best Tour
Skaftfell

Salt Café & Bistro

Located in a charming old wooden
house in the picturesque seaside town
of Seyðisfjörður, the Skaftfell gallery is
an outpost of culture in the far reaches
of east Iceland. They have exhibitions,
lectures and events in the airy gallery
space, and host an artist residency.
There’s also a café-bar in the basement
where you can relax afterwards. I8

Out in the east, seasonal opening times
can be patchy and inconvenient, but
Egilsstaðir’s café-bar Salt has you covered. Whatever the time of year, you can
hole up in this spacious and comfortable
dining room and tuck into something
from the surprisingly massive and diverse menu, which has everything from
curries to pizzas to local meat and fish
dishes, and more. H8

Austurvegur 42, Seyðisfjörður

Runner Up

Wilderness Centre

Fljótsdalur

While many tours in East Iceland close down for the winter, The Wilderness Centre in Fljótsdalur adapts to the change of season by offering specially tailored activities. The owners and hosts are commited
to offering a taste of life in the old Iceland, with tremendous attention
to detail in every aspect of their business. They tailor the tours to
their guests' interests, so you could find yourself doing indoor activities such as traditional cookery, going out to see the aurora, taking a
super jeep tour, or stargazing in their observatory. There'll definitely
be something to do—call ahead for info. Map square: F10Runner Up
Runner Up

Runner Up

Fjarðarbraut 21, Stöðvarfjörður

Kaupvangskaffi

The tiny town of Stöðvarfjörður was once
a thriving fishing village, but has recently
reinvented itself. The old fishing factory has been converted into an arts and
culture space; down the street, Petra’s
Stone Collection is a beautiful display of
colourful rocks, gems and minerals collected locally by the late Ljósbjörg Petra
María, and run by her family to this day.
Call ahead to check opening times. H11

This large, proud, red-painted harbour
house is one of the main buildings in
Vopnafjörður. It contains a local history
museum, an information centre, a crafts
shop, and a cosy and welcoming café.
“Try the stellar local seafood pizza,” the
panel advised. The opening hours are
somewhat sporadic, so check in advance. G6

Summer Only

Hafnarbyggð 4a, Vopnafjörður

Summer Only

Summer Only

Norðfjörður Tour

Horse Riding

Neskaupstaður is Iceland’s easternmost
town, making it the perfect place to take
a boat trip out around the Eastfjords to
see the fjords from a different perspective. In the deepest winter, the boat tours
don't run, but the company behind them
offers custom seasonal activities. I9

Located on the road to Neskaupstaður,
the Skorrahestar family farm offer a twohour riding trip past fields and waterfalls
of Norðfjörður. You’ll be treated to coffee and Icelandic cakes, and told about
the nature and history of the area. Open
seasonally—call ahead for availability. I8

Neskaupstaður

Petra's Stone Collection

Miðvangur 2, Egilsstaðir

Neskaupstaður

Neskaupstaður Museum

Móðir Jörð

The museum in the remote and peaceful
town of Neskaupstaður is a three-forone offering with something for everyone. On the ground floor there’s an art
gallery showing the works of celebrated local painter, Tryggvi Ólafsson; on the
second, there’s a maritime museum, and
on the third, there’s a museum of natural
history. I9

Translating as “Mother Earth,” this charming café and B&B is on the grounds of an
organic farm tucked away in a wooded
area near the shores of lake Lagarfljót.
There’s a store selling products grown
and packed on the farm, and the café
serves delicious and healthy food in a
plant-filled dining room. It’s open seasonally, so check ahead. G10

Egilsbraut 2, Neskaupstaður

Vallanes
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Call sales office from 08:00 - 20:00
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