


« »





 Will anyone be surprised by your new song, 
Ég kyssi þau augun? You’re independent music’s 
main representative in Iceland, and the new guy 
next door? The polite musician. Does that come 
up, this polite musician image? I actually saw 
you on TV just smiling and eating food. For a 
show. They just put you on TV eating broccoli, 
politely. 

 What decade were you playing in a band 
named Mother Fuckers In The House?

 To combine all the interests into one song-
writing mode?

 And the next day do an insulting hip-hop 
number.

 We should move on to discuss briefly that 
you won some awards for your album this year 
from the Icelandic Music Association. And that 
you’ve sort of been positioned as the independent 
music personality in Iceland, which is going to 
be bizarre for anybody who’s not from Iceland 
to think about: that there is a music industry 
in Iceland and that it’s apparently difficult to 
succeed as an independent. But you’re there right 
now. You’re the major independent artist. Is 
there any other?

 The Eurovision contestant who sings the 
theme song for the mall? Is she independent?

 Because otherwise it takes a lot of effort. 
Why? Why is it so hard to release an independent 
album in Iceland?

 Slightly absurd.

 Honestly, having been offensive or having 
been known for being offensive for a while, as 
the Grapevine has been, I am kind of jealous of 
being perceived as polite. It would be nice, once 
in a while, for people to assume the best.

 That’s somehow the target audience for 
up-and-coming Icelandic bands, like Mugison 
seemed to play well to that same audience.

 I think my Icelandic family had a Benni 
Hemm Hemm Christmas gift… Which they 
were happy about.

 Cultural heritage? Even if you get nasty 
you could still be keeping the heritage alive 
because there is a long tradition of being open in 
Icelandic culture about topics that maybe would 
be surprising to a 21st century listener.

 Let’s assume, maybe, that it’s the sound. 
You’ve covered the great 50s songwriter Haukur 
Morthens. And you study the craft. 

Musings on Motherfuckers In The House
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Receive a 
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You were starting out as the hype 
about Montreal’s music scene was at its 
height. Do you think it held you back?

What about the fact that Isaac 
Broch co-produced your album and 
that you, especially, have very strong 
connections to Arcade Fire. That must 
have raised expectations.

You say that it didn’t really affect 
you or the band but then, what are you 
doing to rise above that, to outlive the 
scene and the hype?

Are you saying that you avoided 
publicity?

Probably related to you.

That also must breed a self-con-
sciousness.

This attitude may be specific to 
Victoria but is it possible to avoid be-
ing defined by your roots?

Un-energetic?

Well I wondered because Arlen 
has described you guys as sort of di-
sheveled and even ‘half-assed’.

So it doesn’t apply to the process of 
making music or writing songs then.

You once described the arche-
type for people living in Victoria 
as the ‘drunk pseudo intellectual 
clown’. Some might say that the same 
stereotype could easily be applied to 
Icelanders. Would you say that that 
environment has been positively 
catalytic for your band? I ask because 
Iceland’s music scene has also been 
called, ‘up-and-coming’.

Wolf Parade struggles with their own hype

Puppy
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EVENTS IN SKIFAN INCLUDE: 

Friday 20. October
16:00 Lay low
17:00 Dikta
18:00 Æla

Skífan Laugavegi 26  open till 22:00
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Since 1896

Tel. 566 6303 - www.alafoss.is
Monday - Friday:  9:00 - 18:00
Saturdays:  9:00 - 16:00
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 When I first heard your stage 
name, Nick Diamons, I thought it was 
a play on Neil Diamond, but maybe 
that’s stretching it.

 Jamie Thompson, who formed Is-
lands with you, also had a stage name 
that was sort of a pun.

 I got the feeling that the play on 
words was maybe just a facet of what 
seems to be a lightheartedness in the 
way you present yourselves as a band. 
But… maybe you’re trying to move 
away from that.

you guys about it, enough for you to 
move away from your very diligent 
U.S. tour?

 Airwaves is your vacation?

 Well, there will be a lot of bands 
playing, it might be very tempting 
to, you know, not sleep for three days 
and go to all the shows. You don’t think 
that you’ll be interested?

 Jakobínarína?

 I think they’re playing the same 
venue as you.

 That’s handy, they’ll be right there.

 With Return to the Sea you 
collaborated with a lot of Canadian 
musicians. To what extent would you 
say that place has affected the growth 
of your music?

 As far as I can see, with the 
exception of Airwaves, you guys are 
playing a show literally every night 
through November.

 Does it leave any time for you to 
write or work on your next record?

 The week you’re spending in 
Iceland around the Airwaves Festival 
looks to be the only break in your 
schedule. What was so appealing to 

A band with the tools for vision
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The exhibit is on view from 
29.06.2006 - 27.02.2007.

Bus stop and parking close by on Hverfisgata 
Guided tours booking; tel. + 354 545 1406

Nine of Iceland’s top fashion designers reveal 38 
extraordinary pieces in Iceland’s first exhibit which 
focuses only on fashion in the new Icelandic culture.

ICELANDIC FASHION 2006

The Culture House - Þjóðmenningarhúsið
Hverfisgata 15, 101 Reykjavík   
s. +354 545 1400

Open every day from 11 am to 5 pm



The Sequences – Real Time Festival takes 
over Reykjavík
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RAGNAR KJARTANSSON
Art Basel Miami Beach - Hall D/F1

07.12.06-10.12.06

i8 gallerí er opið þriðjudaga til föstudaga 11-17, laugardaga 13-17 og eftir samkomulagi.
i8 Gallery is open 11 am - 5 pm Tuesday to Friday, 1 pm - 5 pm Saturday and by appointment.



Icelandair lends wings to the Airwaves festival
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It’s the journey 

+354 50 50 600 • www.hertz.is

Hertz locations in Iceland: Keflavík Airport, Reykjavík, Ísafjörður, Akureyri, Höfn, Egilsstaðir

The best and easiest way to get to know the rugged
beauty of Iceland is simply to have your own car. 
We are your car rental experts in Iceland.

- and the destination
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Get the new Iceland Airwaves CD 
with your special Iceland Airwaves offer. 



« »



Fast, reliable, worldwide money transfer.
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MY LOVE

Want to escape town?
We provide the getaway car.

(Book our Ford Escape 4x4 at www.sixt.is, call 540 2222 or contact your Hotel reception.)



WE WANT TO
HOLD YOUR HAND

REK ART MUSEUM

GAUKURINN

NASA

IÐNÓ

PRAVDA

GRAND ROKK

ICELAND

ÞJÓÐLEIKHÚSKJALLARINN
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Bands, venues, and rock and roll on www.icelandair.is/airwaves.
Experience podcasts from three progressive musicians on the Icelandic
music scene that will guide you through the Iceland Airwaves Music Festival.

+ Go to www.icelandair.is/airwaves for more information.
Icelandair is the main sponsor of the Iceland Airwaves Music Festival.PODCAST MUSIC


