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Looming Shadows, 
Green Dragons
Winter is upon us and time has never 
been as confusing. We were stuck in 
surreal times only eight months ago, 
and now we see the dark shadows form-
ing all around us in the shape of the war 
in Europe, financial and energy crises 
as well as political turmoil in the big-
gest democratic nations in the Western 
world. Hate speech is on the rise and 
dividedness is becoming unbearable. 
Seems like we swapped one surreal sce-
nario out for another one. Perhaps this 
is how the world works now—extremes 
might be the theme for this century.
	 Thankfully, there is a reasonable 
middle ground in Europe, where poli-
tics have not plummeted down to cha-
os, where people genuinely believe that 
everyone deserves an opportunity to 
become whoever they want to become; 
an island that believes that women 
should have equality (although, we ha-
ven’t achieved that goal) and LGBTQ+ 
should be free to love whoever they 
want to or to be whoever they want to 
be. That’s literally the definition of in-
dividual freedom. To have the freedom 

to be the individual you want to be. And 
while Icelanders do all of this, they en-
joy incredibly good food and wonderful 
activities. Above them is a beautiful 
green dragon: the northern lights, 
dancing, changing colours, burning up 
in the atmosphere. Reminding us of the 
wonderful display of nature that still 
surrounds us and in many ways, still 
dictates our lives. 
	 Reykjavík is only becoming more 
lively despite the hard economic times 
and restaurants are still opening up, 
like Jón Mýrdal, the energetic doer, tells 
us on page 20. Our guides are in their 
place, a comprehensive map through 
Reykjavík, and believe us, you can’t re-
ally go wrong here. So, enjoy nature, 
peace, quietness, food, life and love, 
fresh air and existence. Because there 
is an island between North American 
and the European continent that un-
derstands all of the above. Or at least, 
genuinely tries.

Valur Grettisson 
Editor-In-Chief

AN INTRODUCTION
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Look out for these stickers of recom-
mendation, which we’ve handed out to 
this year’s winners. They indicate your 
best option, whether you’re looking for 
shopping, dining, drinking or fun days 
out in Reykjavík. We at the Grapevine 
know what’s best!
	 Also, these are the stickers from 
our previous “Best Of’’ selections, giv-
en to winners from prior years. 

THE GUIDE-GUIDE

The word “conclusion’’ is a little strong 
in this case. We have argued, fought and 
interviewed panels, tried blind taste-
tests, and, in one case, consulted what 
we believe to be an oracle. This was not 
an easy or scientific endeavour. 
	 The best comparison is glíma, or 
Icelandic wrestling. It’s not flashy or 
well produced like WWE. It’s not ex-
actly graceful like Olympic wrestling, 
especially Greco-Roman. It’s two people 
in weird leather underwear, staring 
into each other’s eyes and trying to hip-
check each other while simultaneously 
attempting an atomic wedgie. 
	 We’ll be honest. Some of the winners 
are just outright winners, but some 
are a matter of debate and controver-
sy. Like in any other country, there 
are cliques or special interest groups. 
The bar most liked by a 22-year-old 
noise music fanatic might seem a lit-
tle off-putting to a bespectacled jazz 

enthusiast. We’re not saying those two 
groups can’t overlap. Maybe they can. 
Jazz people are good at improvising and 
noise music definitely needs more fans. 
	 The thing is, this is a guide. It’s a 
work in progress. It’s an attempt at 
letting people know where we think 
they should go. We didn’t all agree on 
everything, so the runners-up could 
end up being more palatable to you, 
and the winners could be your third 
favourite. Yikes. 
	 If this lack of certainty is too much 
for you: imagine being the origi-
nal tourist to Iceland. A wandering 
tax-evader from Norway who decides 
to settle on a rock almost uninhab-
ited by animal life. A land that occa-
sionally explodes, with geysers that 
burst scalding sulphur-scented water 
from the ground like a cannon ball 
at Satan’s pool party. It’s the kind of 
place where people would invent glíma. 

THE AWARDS:

BEST BEER SELECTION

BEST OF REYKJAVÍK
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BEST BU R GER

True to our tradition of 1,100 years, pure-bred Icelandic Lamb grazes freely, acquiring 
delicate seasonings of berries and herbs. Its premium quality, texture, and delicious flavour make 

it the natural choice of leading chefs. Look for the Icelandic Lamb Shield, a guarantee 
of excellence awarded to Icelandic restaurants.

www.icelandiclamb.is

THE NATURAL CHOICE 
ICELANDIC LAMB – BEYOND COMPARE
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True to our tradition of 1,100 years, pure-bred Icelandic Lamb grazes freely, acquiring 
delicate seasonings of berries and herbs. Its premium quality, texture, and delicious flavour make 

it the natural choice of leading chefs. Look for the Icelandic Lamb Shield, a guarantee 
of excellence awarded to Icelandic restaurants.

www.icelandiclamb.is

THE NATURAL CHOICE 
ICELANDIC LAMB – BEYOND COMPARE
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They say that adversity breeds creativity; that adage has certainly held 
true for Reykjavík restaurants. When we first started to put together 
the Best of Reykjavík issue it was slim pickings, but over the years, de-
cision making has increasingly become a less-straightforward affair. 
This has really been one of our most challenging dining editions to put 
together, as we were spoilt for choice both in terms of quality as well 
as consistency. Restaurants old and new have a post-pandemic energy 
about them, and we’re delighted to once again grace their tables. We’ve 
chomped, chewed and gulped our way around this fine city, all in the 
name of bringing the very best that Reykjavík has to offer you, dear 
gourmands.

Best Burger

Le Kock
Tryggvagata 14

They are back, and how! The craft burger OG might have slipped off their throne 
last year but looks like they took the feedback to heart ‘cause these burgers have 
never been better. So much so that, one of the panel quipped, “I eat here so often, 
my friends think I practically live here.” And with good reason—no one toasts potato 
buns to crisp perfection like they do, or cooks patties to such medium rare good-
ness. Everything is made from scratch, including the condiments! This is gourmet 
fast food, with all of the fine dining attention to detail and none of the sacrifice on 
fun and flavour. Our current favourite? The Trump Tower. 

Runners-Up

Yuzu
Multiple locations
Yuzu continues to enjoy popularity, 
going by the fast and furious expansion 
spree they’ve been on lately. Consis-
tency, the dreaded Achilles heel of 
Icelandic restaurants, hasn’t spared 
them however. But for the most part, 
the burgers continue to be a tasty 
alternative to the simple standard fare 
with the coriander-sprig, hot sauce 
and yuzu-mayo combo in the Chilli 
Cheeseburger still going strong. “It is 
an excellent grease-fix,” confessed one 
of our panellists.

Newcomer

2Guys
Laugavegur 105
With their title being a riff on the 5 Guys 
chain, 2Guys was a burger we were 
ready to ignore, truth be told. But these 
are textbook one-handed smashed 
burgers perfect for a night out with 
friends. The laid back, nostalgic burg-
ers are served with a touch of humour 
and a load of charm. Don’t believe us? 
Try the 2 Pac with its sneaky bits of can-
died jalapeno and crushed Doritos.

Previous Winners
2021: Yuzu 
2020: Le Kock / Búllan
2019: Le Kock

Best Vegan Burger

Yuzu
Multiple locations

Yuzu’s vegan-vegetarian burgers are 
miles above their meaty counterparts. 
There, we said it! The vegan burger is 
a portobello mushroom, whole, in lieu 
of a patty, while the vegetarian Beyond 
Meat burger basks in the warm glow 
of sesame oil-muskiness and citrusy 
coriander. Perfect for newly minted 
vegetarians and meat lovers alike, it’s 
a nice departure from the standard 
burger, but still faithful to its roots.

Runners-Up

Le Kock
Tryggvagata 14 
“I’m not even vegan, but this is the 
one vegan burger I always get,” quips 
our panellist. If that isn’t high praise, 
we don’t know what is. Unlike the 
ubiquitous supermarket shelf patty, Le 
Kock leans into the smashed burger 
trend with their crispy, lace-edged 
smoked barley and bean number. That 
smokiness lends a deeply satisfying 
note, and the savoury pineapple-ginger 
BBQ sauce compliments it perfectly.

Smass Burger
Multiple locations
On first impression, Smass Burgers might 
appear a bit of a boyish and undisci-
plined kind of a burger joint. But the 
vegan burger is really quite surprisingly 
tasty, although almost impossible to eat 
without a struggle ending in sauce all 
over your hands. Once you manage to 
rearrange the nest of fried mushrooms, it 
makes for a pleasant meal. We're not sure 
how vegan it is to have to fight with your 
meal like a wild animal before you can 
consume it, but for those who like the 
thrill of the chase, this is for you.  

Previous Winners
2021: Veganæs 
2020: BioBorgari
2019: Junkyard

Best Pizza

Flatey
Multiple locations

Educating a country beyond their diet 
of pizza-chain pies is no small feat, but 
that’s exactly what Flatey sought to do 
when they burst onto the scene, and 
for that we applaud them. Sure, there 
might be niggling concerns about the 
dip in quality and service, but overall, 
they’re still the granddaddy of artisanal 
pizza. The Margherita continues to be 
a panel favourite; who can argue with 
milky mozzarella and tomatoes? 

Runner-Up

Hornið
Hafnarstræti 15
Appropriately named “The Corner” from 
its position on the street, this Reykjavík 
institution is one of the oldest dining 
establishments in the city. Opened in 
1979, the family business has been 
serving fantastic Italian fare in a 
remarkably unique atmosphere ever 
since. It is truly a stand-alone restau-
rant in town and hands down one of the 
best for pizza. 

Newcomer

BakaBaka
Bankastræti 2
We’ve been so blown away by the pizzas 
at Bakabaka that a furious debate took 
place about whether they should usurp 
the top spot right away, instead of wait-
ing in line as a Newcomer. The pizzas 
here are a feast for the eyes—rolled 
to perfection with an excellent crust 
to body ratio. The blistering reveals 
careful tending to, the toppings are 
a balanced symphony (get the ramps 
when in season) and they’re, well, tasty 
as heck. The pizza wars are on, and boy 
are we are here for it!

Previous Winners
2021: Flatey 
2020: Flatey
2019: Flatey

BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2022

Dining
Burgers, bases, breads and bowls
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Best Bakery
Joint Winners

Sandholt
Laugavegur 36

“Just walking in there feels so special,” 
sighed one panellist. We agree, 
Sandholt is all kinds of special. We 
challenge you to find better laminated 
viennoiserie or bread as hearty and 
delicious. Amidst the Scandi fever that 
has firmly gripped bakeries in town, 
Sandholt stands tall with its Parisian 
vibes. If you don’t know what to choose, 
might we steer your attention to the 
vínarbrauð, generous with custard, or 
the buttery pain aux raisin, the tropical 
vibes of the passionfruit-coconut dac-
quoise and yes, a simple loaf of bread. 

Deig Workshop
Tryggvagata 14

Deig continues to knock our socks off 
with their play on American classics 
with a deeply Icelandic twist, all at 
unbeatable prices. Deig’s doughnut 
version of the kleina—with its hint of 
lemon and cardamom in the glaze, 
atop feather-light yeasted dough—is 
perfect with a cup of joe. The creme 
brulee doughnut is another much cop-
ied OG and and the bagels satisfy many 
a craving. Unlike other bakeries, Deig’s 
selection is small but focussed. 

Runner-Up

Brauð & Co.
Multiple locations
City-wide chain Brauð og Co has finally 
managed to get a grip on QC, going 
by the uniformity across their various 
branches. The kitchens are experi-
menting with weekend-only treats (the 
mango-lime-coconut danish is still 
going strong) and the snuðurs, though 
the size of a baby’s head, are delicious. 
We especially like the always-full flask 
of coffee to-go, a thoughtful detail. 

Previous Winners
2021: Sandholt 
2020: Sandholt
2019: Sandholt/Deig

Best Thai 

Ban Thai 
Laugavegur 130 

Ban Thai continues to rule the roost 
when it comes to Thai restaurants—but 
we can’t help feeling that this is a cate-
gory that could do with a serious shake 
up (we’re looking at you, Mat Bar, with 
that Northern Thai pop-up). It would 
have to be stiff competition however, 
as Ban Thai doesn't seem to rest on its 
laurels. Just take a look at their website 
which reads like an admonishment for 
whatever preconceived notions you 
may have harboured about the cuisine. 
Recently, we’ve enjoyed their smoky 
grilled pork in a sticky tamarind glaze.

Runners-Up

 
Krua Thai
Skólavörðustígur 21
‘’Iceland isn’t cheap—which should be 
an opportunity to showcase quality 
food and produce,’’ our panellist astut-
lely observed. Thai restaurants here, 
however, are often shorn of that herby, 
fresh punctuation associated with the 
cuisine, presumably as a cost-cutting 
measure. That being said, Krua Thai has 
long been the local go-to for Thai food. 
Loyalists swear by their fragrant cur-
ries, generous portions and attentive 
service. 

Mai Thai
Laugavegur 116
Does Mai Thai make their curries 
from scratch? Probably not. Do they 
make the best Pad Thai in town? 
A resounding yes. But we’d like to 
take your attention off the noodle 
dish and direct you to the laab. Mai 
Thai is one of few places that makes 
a decent laab, chock full of sliced 
shallots, fresh mint, coriander and 
toasted rice powder. We also love the 
Tom Kha.

Previous Winners
2021: Ban Thai 
2020: Ban Thai
2019: Ban Thai

Best Chinese

Fine
Rauðarárstígur 33

Fine may have had a challenging time 
during the pandemic but their hand 
pleated dumplings never betrayed the 
trials of the year. A panel favourite, Fine 
is a no nonsense, no frills, Sichuanese 
Chinese restaurant that steadfastly 
opens Reykjvaik’s mind’s and palates to 
the regional cuisine. The Mala Chicken is 
a tingling explosion of flavour, literally, 
thanks to the sichuan peppercorn. 
For something simple yet exciting, we 
recommend the Hot and Sour Potatoes, 
a classic rendition of matchstick pota-
toes, best eaten with fragrant rice.

Runner-Up

 
Fönix
Bíldshöfði 12
If your idea of Chinese food is the pallid 
fare at Rikki Chan, boy are you in for a 
ride at Fönix. While the lunch buffet is 
a cheap, cheerful affair compared to 
similar spreads across town, here even 
the usually staid wings are singing 
with star anise and other aromatics. 
For vegan and pork dumplings, the fish 
fragrant eggplant, and ‘we-challenge-
you-to-find-better’ Mapo Tofu, Fönix 
ticks all the boxes. 

 
Tian
Grensásvegur 12
Designed like a time capsule of dated 
restaurant interiors (think red fans 
and gold lamps), Tian seems intent on 
being a Western Chinese joint. Except, 
amongst popular options like Kung Pao 
Chicken, there's also pillowy steamed 
buns and dumplings. There's suppos-
edly a mythic secret menu, although 
we can neither confirm or deny its 
existence. 

Previous Winners
2021: Fine 
2020: Fine
2019: Fönix

Best Traditional  
Icelandic Food

Þrír Frakkar
Baldursgata 14

Þrir Frakkar has held onto a strong 
sense of Icelandic food culture long 
before it became fashionable to tout 
‘Icelandic cuisine’ as bragging rights. 
This cosy, tucked-away restaurant has 
not let anything sway them from tradi-
tion—you’ll spot everything from foal, 
to blackbird, to cod throats to plokkfi-
skur on their menu. Opened in 1989, the 
restaurant has been run by chef Úlfar 
Eysteinsson and his family ever since. A 
visit to this place underlines that good 
old-fashioned Icelandic cooking can be 
all kinds of memorable. 

Runners-Up

 
Cafe Loki
Lokastígur 28
This unassuming cafe has been 
unabashedly celebrating tradition long 
before Icelandic food was considered 
‘cool’. From the classic kjötsúpa to 
herring and plökkfiskur, everything is 
a throwback to how the island once 
ate. For those writing their own tales of 
bravado, there is fermented shark to be 
washed down with Brennivín—essential 
for bragging rights.

 
Kaffi Vagninn
Grandagarður 10
Iceland’s oldest running restaurant, 
Kaffivagninn’s enviable location 
by the harbour is best enjoyed on 
a sunny day, out on the deck, a 
cold one in hand, a mighty slice of 
brauð tetra in the other. Portions 
are very much sailor sized, and the 
plokkfiskur is a throwback to Amma’s 
place. Other Icelandic classics like 
fiskibollur are also on offer.

Previous Winners
2021: Café Loki
2020: Café Loki
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Dining
Iceland's not cheap, so it had better be good

Brian Pilkington’s books  
have been the favourite gift  
for travellers to take home  

year after year.

Fun stories with wonderful  
drawings that make every  

child (and adult) happy.  

B E S T S E L L E R S 

Forlagið bookstore |  Fiskislóð 39 | www.forlagid.is | Open weekdays 10-18 | Saturdays 11-17 | Sundays 12-16
 ICELAND’S LARGEST BOOKSTORE 

Best Coffeehouse

Reykjavík Roasters 
Ásmundarsalur, Freyjugata 41

Despite living on a tiny island in the North Atlantic, far from the 
homelands of Rubiaceae (that’s coffee plants to you non-nerds), Ice-
landers sure love their coffee. This is perhaps best demonstrated by 
the dominance of Reykjavík Roasters, with their numerous locations 
around the capital. This ubiquity is no bad thing, however. As you’d 
expect from the name, RR roasts their own beans and makes a mean 
cup of joe, as well as serving up some tasty baked goods. In addi-
tion, the cafes are cosy and quaintly decorated, without veering into 
twee-territory. 

Newcomer

Hygge Coffee & Microbakery
Seljavegur 2
Hygge embraces its namesakes spirit 
and is indeed a cosy, neighbourhood 
coffee shop with earthy interiors and a 
Zen vibe. There are ceramic pieces by 
Birgitte Munck made even better with 
their selection of baked goods by Sand-
holt alumni Þórey Lóvisa. Expect good 
coffee, a broad choice of teas—we are 
suckers for their cold Matcha latte (it’s 
not on the menu, but if you ask nicely, 
they may just oblige)—and housemade 
kombuchas. With several comfortable 
nooks, it’s also a great space to work 
from.

Runner-Up

Kaktus Espressobar
Vitastígur 12
Unsurprisingly, given the name, the in-
terior of Kaktus is full of various plants 
and succulents—but don’t expect the 
service to be prickly. This cosy cafe is 
the perfect spot to meet a friend for a 
chilled catch up, or settle in with your 
laptop for a productive work session. 
The soups and sandwiches are also 
great and very reasonably priced.

Previous Winners
2021: Reykjavík Roasters 
2020: Reykjavík Roasters
2019: Bismút

Best Sushi

Fiskmarkaðurinn
Aðalstræti 12

Fiskmarkaðurinn has been treating 
Reykjavík to an Icelandic spin on sushi 
for over a decade. While we may have 
a love-hate relationship with ‘Icelandic 
pylsu sushi’, Fiskmarkaðurinn delivers a 
wonderful iteration in its ‘Volcano Lan-
goustine roll’—a salmon and cucumber 
maki roll with langoustine tartare, 
and just the right sprinkle of shichimi 
togarashi. Stick to the sashimi on the 
rocks—with all its dramatic flair—and 
the sushi, and you’ll be a happy camper. 

Runner-Up

Fiskfélagið
Vesturgata 2a 
This restaurant may not boast an 
extensive sushi menu, but what they 
do, they do with utmost care. Especially 
popular during lunch, they offer a ‘little’ 
and ‘big’ sushi platter (also a myste-
riously named ‘French sushi’; what do 
the French have to do with sushi?) that 
is ideal for a business or languorous 
lunch alike. 

Runner-down

Sushi Social
Þingholtsstræti 5
Sushi Social may have no qualms in 
borrowing freely from more estab-
lished institutions abroad. What they 
do get right however is the local love 
for sushi, presented in a hyper-local 
format. During pop-ups and guest chef 
appearances, they dish out delectable 
Japanese treats. We still haven't recov-
ered from the magic of the fresh toro 
nigiri with sancho pepper from a cou-
ple years ago. On the regular turntable 
however is Icelandic sushi in all its glory 
or as they cheekily call it, ‘juicy sushi’. 
Go on, admit it, it may not be traditional, 
but it sure is tasty.

Previous Winners
2021: Sushi Social 
2020: Sushi Social/Osushi
2019: Fiskmarkaðurinn

Best Vegan Meal

SONO matseljur
Sæmundargata 11

Sono overlooks a wild-flower meadow 
and a spectacular view of the Reykjavík 
skyline. Languorous and idyllic, the 
menu too is shaped for slow savouring. 
The chefs look beyond Iceland for inspi-
ration, while still showcasing seasonal, 
local produce in all its colourful glory. 
Foraged herbs, berries, fruits, stems 
and flowers all feature on the menu, 
resulting in a fun affair that serves as 
a reminder that good vegan food goes 
beyond batter fried cauliflower. 

Runner-Up

Vegan World Peace
Aðalstræti 2 
“This is great casual dining, at throw 
away prices,” gushed one of our panel-
lists. And we agree. No dish seems to be 
priced over 2,500 ISK at this all-vegan 
restaurant. Mock-meats act as protein 
in a menu that is full of hearty bowls 
of soups, stir fried noodles and vegan 
versions of popular Vietnamese and 
Thai dishes. 

Newcomer

Hnoss
Harpa, Austurbakki 2 
Chef Fanney Dora—of the famed 
‘smoked carrot’ dish’ at Skál—has 
opened her first restaurant at Harpa 
concert hall. Hnoss is a delightful show-
case of the big, bold flavours that we’ve 
come to expect from Fanney. Hnoss 
rightfully treats vegetables (often 
sourced locally) as the stars they are; 
the falafel salad and the spice-laced 
lentil dishes in particular are moreish 
and toothsome. Weekend brunches 
have something for everyone—don’t 
forget a bottle of crisp Piper Heidsick 
to wash it all down. 

Previous Winners
2021: SONO Matseljur 
2020: Mat Bar
2019: Sumac
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Best Goddamn Restaurant

  

Skál
Hlemmur Mathöll, Laugavegur 107

They’re back! Reykjavík’s beloved Michelin Bib recipient Skál may 
have taken a nosedive during the pandemic, but like a phoenix it has 
risen to new heights since chef Thomas Lorentzen took over the reins 
at this hyper-local wunder-bar. It’s rare that an entire menu consists 
of hits, but Skál can boast exactly that. The salt baked beets are a sym-
phony of flavour, while the cod belies the simplicity of its presenta-
tion, with each layer offering up a studied contrast of textures and 
flavours. The cocktail game has also undergone an upgrade with bar-
tender Keli whipping up some magic on the regular. As our panellist 
summed up, “You think it’ll be food hall fare and suddenly you have 
all these innovative dishes and flavours.” Cheers to you, Skál.

Runners-Up

Hosiló
Hverfisgata 12
Hosiló embodies Icelandic nonchalance 
in everything but their food. The phone 
lines and messages might be left 
unanswered, but the food continues to 
deliver big, bold punches of flavour. The 
restaurant boasts a tidy little menu, the 
specifics of which rotate regularly. One 
day, they might take you to Italy or Den-
mark, on another, they render a sublime 
Icelandic dish in a contemporary cloak. 
Clever details, like massaging ribboned 
celeriac with saffron, hint at a maturity 
we’d like to see more of.

Austur-Indíafélagið
Hverfisgata 56
It doesn’t matter if you are new to 
Indian cuisine or a seasoned consumer 
of curries, this place makes you feel 
welcome. Whether you’re celebrating 
a milestone, or simply want to treat 
yourself to dining out done right, dinner 
at Austur India never disappoints. We 
recommend the tandoori grilled chick-
en or the stuffed kulchas.

Previous Winners
2021: Austur-Indíafjélagið/La 
Primavera 
2020: Sumac & Skál
2019: Snaps

Best Place For A Fancy Meal

Dill
Laugavegur 59

Every detail at Dill is thought through; 
the cloth napkins, the stemware, the 
gorgeous handmade ceramics—heck, 
even the playlist is curated to the din-
ing room’s moods. Dill’s circular kitchen 
philosophy extends to the whole menu 
and functioning of the restaurant, with 
the chefs able to tease flavour profiles 
from seemingly mundane ingredients—
including their own kitcen scraps. All in 
all, Dill continues to be a beacon of fine 
dining in Iceland.

Runners-Up

La Primavera
Grandagarður 20 & Harpa 2 fl.
Dining at La Primavera is one of Reyk-
javík's simple pleasures. The focus is on 
quality ingredients, allowed to shine on 
their own merit without relying on fads 
of molecular gastronomy, foams or Nor-
dic fermentation. Instead, chef Leifur 
Eiriksson coaxes intense flavours from 
only the bare necessities. Primavera is 
that old school, romantic ideal of what 
great dining can be and after more 
than 25 years in the business, they 
know a thing or two about that. 

Newcomer

Tides
The Reykjavík Edition, Austurbakki 2
With striking timber coffered ceilings 
and fluted concrete columns holding 
aloft the restaurant in a golden glow of 
warmth, Tides is where everyone wants 
to be seen. The restaurant is a dream to 
look at no matter where one is seated. 
The food started off on safe mode when 
they first opened, with hidden gems 
like the whole deboned grilled chicken 
now making way for a fine dining menu 
that highlights Nordic cuisine. Don’t 
leave without a stiff martini.

Previous Winners
2021: Dill 
2020: Dill
2019: Austur-Indíafjélagið 

Best Family Restaurant

Toddler

Kaffi Lækur
Laugarnesvegur 74a

Kaffi Lækur has always been popular 
with families. We love the layout of the 
cafe, the food menu that is great for 
splitting with kids, and the patient, 
reassuring service that understands 
all too well the challenges of dining out 
with younger wards. They've recently 
added an outdoor play space, perfect 
for summer afternoon visits.

Tween

Osushi
Tryggvagata 13
Eating out with kids is inherently stress-
ful. At Osushi, young diners don’t have 
to wait for their food at all—which goes 
some way in explaining the popularity 
of this place with families. The sushi 
conveyor belt provides plenty of visual 
stimulation, piques an interest in all the 
colourful food on offer and is the per-
fect blend of small bites, and choices 
to please both the picky eater and the 
adventurous mini-gourmand.

Teen

Laundromat
Austurstræti 9
After a brief hiatus, Laundromat Cafe 
returned towards the end of 2019.
Laundromat ffers a cool ‘50’s-diner-
meets-maximalist-library vibe, 
decorated with bright furnishings, 
maps and colour-coded books. 
It’s great for families in general, 
but teens in particular like the fun 
decor, burgers and milkshakes. We 
especially love their vocal support for 
breastfeeding, as well as the fact that 
you can actually do laundry here! 

2021 Previous Winners
Kid's choice: Osushi 
Parent's choice: Kaffi Lækur
Runner-Up: Klambrar Bistro 

BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2022

Dining
From fancy meals to family fun



13
Th

e R
ey

kj
av

ík
 G

ra
pe

vi
ne

Be
st

 o
f R

ey
kj

av
ík

 20
22



The Reykjavík Grapevine
Best of Reykjavík 2022

14

Best Value For Money
Joint Winners

Deig Workshop
Tryggvagata 14

Deig’s ‘poor man’s offer’ is as good as it gets on this abnormally expen-
sive island. For 1100 ISK, you can choose from a handmade bagel with 
a filling of your choice, any doughnut or pastry from their selection, 
and a simple drink (coffee, juice or kokomjölk, basically). Even better, 
they open at 7 a.m., and the offer is valid as long as the bakery is open. 

Chickpea
Hallveigarstígur 1

Chickpea offers great take-away meals and a few seats that are perfect 
for people watching. A family-run restaurant, they make everything 
in-house, from the sourdough pitas to the pickled vegetables to the 
falafel and the kombuchas. We love their soups—nourishing, almost 
always vegan, and full of texture—for just 1490 ISK (pita and hummus 
included!). Or if you are hankering for something heartier, you can’t go 
wrong with a falafel wrap (1890 ISK).   

Runner-Up

Flatus
Skúlagata 28
Kex hostel is no run of the mill backpack-
ing hostel. A vibrant bar, DJ-sets and live 
music, plus a kitchen dishing out thin 

crust pizzas and beer, makes this one of 
our favourite places to grab a slice and 
see what’s current in Reykjavík. The lunch 
offer for a beer and pizza is only 1200 
ISK, or 2000 ISK at other times. A steal, no 
matter how you look at it.

Previous Winners
2021: Sægreifinn  
2020: Icelandic Street Food
2019: Icelandic Street Food

Best Brunch

The Coocoo’s Nest
Grandagarður 23

The Coocoo’s Nest continues to be the 
most brunch-y brunch in town. Their 
award-winning sourdough is put to 
good use under poached eggs bathed 
in a silky hollandaise, as wreck-your-
bank-account avocado toast, or just 
simply grilled and served alongside an 
omelette that feeds six. We kid, but only 
partially. It’s popular for a reason, so it’s 
best to make a reservation. Psst, they 
serve brunch on Friday’s as well!  

Runner-Up

Klambrar Bistro
Flókagata 24
If you’re one of those who turn their 
nose down at the bottomless brunch 
madness that has gripped this city, 
might we nudge you towards Klambrar 
Bistro. Set in the gorgeous gallery ded-
icated to the works of painter Kjarval, 
this sun dappled, calming restaurant 
dishes out a well-priced, hype free 
brunch that hits all the right spots. The 
vegan chicken & waffles are particularly 
popular, and the space is child-friendly 
with access to an open courtyard and 
art room. On a sunny weekend, this is 
the spot to be at.

Newcomer

Brút
Pósthússtræti 2
Despite their popularity, weekend 
brunches in town tend to be pretty 
cookie-cutter in their offerings. Brút 
brings to Reykjavík a Nordic-skewed 
brunch that is at once light, colourful 
and satisfying. Mounds of delicately 
dressed salads, tenderly poached 
fish, hunks of cheese and whole pies 
and cakes make up the spectrum of 
offerings. The space is lovely but the 
layout leaves you feeling a bit like it's a 
treasure hunt. Nevertheless, this is the 
brunch Reykjavík has been waiting for.

Previous Winners
2021: The Coocoo's Nest 
2020: The Coocoo's Nest
2019: The Coocoo's Nest

Best Seafood

Fish Company
Vesturgata 2a

For the definitive seafood experience 
in Reykjavík, you’d be hard pressed 
to find a better spot than Fiskfelagið. 
Their tasting menus are a great way to 
try the best the waters around Iceland 
have to offer, from Atlantic cod served 
Japanese style, to harissa wolf-fish. The 
sushi platter makes for a great lunch 
while their fish of the day is usually a 
generous pan-fried dish with a luscious 
sauce. 

Runners-Up

Fiskmarkaðurinn
Aðalstræti 12
Not quite traditional, Fish Market serves 
up food that is a treat for your eyes 
as much as your mouth. The lightly 
salted cod, a menu staple, has gone 
through varied avatars over the years 
and is currently served over a bed of 
soba noodles, matcha butter and a 
langoustine sauce. If that isn’t tempting 
enough then choose from their varied 
sushi menu. Service is attentive and the 
cocktails are fun. It's the perfect place 
to take your parents to prove you're a 
real grown-up now.

Newcomer

Brút
Pósthússtræti 2
This gorgeous restaurant is all set to 
shake old hats out of their slumber. 
Despite being a coastal city, Reykjavík 
restaurants have rarely offered anything 
other than the trifecta of cod, salmon 
and trout. Brút prides itself on being 
a seafood friendly restaurant and 
whatever fish you order, be it a crudo or 
cooked, you are guaranteed it will arrive 
prepared to perfection. We recommend 
the sea snails slicked with garlic butter, 
the local scallops and the fresh skate—
which lacks the strong amonia stench 
you might fear.

Previous Winners
2021: Fish Company  
2020: Fish Company
2019: Fiskifélagið

BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2022

Dining
Delicious meals ahead
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Best Lunch Place

La Primavera
Grandagarður 20 

There is hardly a restaurant as popular with the luncheon crowd as 
Primavera, and with good reason. The service is impeccable, the am-
bience classy and the food, well, it’s just excellent. If it is salad you 
seek, then a delicately dressed mound of bitter and fresh greens dance 
about crusty bread. After something heartier? The pasta or fish of the 
day is sure to satiate you. Primavera reads the pulse of its patrons and 
seems to telepathically know whether you want the whole nine yards 
with time to spare, or if this is just a valuable pause in your hectic day. 

Runners-Up

Hipstur
Borg 29 & Höfði Mathöll
If you are looking for a light yet satiat-
ing meal that isn’t just an insipid salad 
or clammy sushi rolls straight from the 
cooler, look no further than Hipstur. The 
entire menu is a bright, springy affair. 
They know their customers well, and 
are one of the few places where a lunch 
order means swift service without 
sacrificing flavour. Heck, they’ll even 
customise your order if you ask nicely.

Von Mathús
Strandgata 75, Hafnarfjörður
“I bring my clients here,” quipped our 
panellist. And why not? Von is one of a 
handful of restaurants that understand 
the ‘working lunch’ concept so well. 
Whether you want to spend a few hours, 
or are strapped for time, the restaurant 
accommodates both with aplomb. The 
catch of the day is always a good bet, 
as are their menu specials. 

Previous Winners
2021: Hipstur 
2020: Mímir
2019: Hlemmur & Grandi Mathöll

Best Take-Away 

Joint Winners

Ramen Momo
Tryggvagata 16

When the pandemic hit, take-away 
averse Reykjavik had to do some quick 
thinking to adapt to its new reality. 
Ramen Momo upped their ‘bring your 
own container’ gig for a Covid-friendly 
format where all the elements of ramen 
are individually packaged making for 
premium at-home enjoyment. Reheat 
the broth and just assemble the rest. Or, 
do as our panel confessed—stir-fry the 
noodles with the toppings, and savour 
the broth as is for a two-in-one treat. 

La Poblana
Laugavegur 2

Poblana's delicious tacos are based 
on chef Carlo’s family recipes. While we 
love all of their tacos, we have an espe-
cially soft spot for the campechano—a 
spicy, meaty, cheesy affair. What we 
like best however, is how well the tacos 
travel and Poblana carefully packs 
everything with instructions so you can 
host your own taco party in the comfort 
of your own home! 

Runner-Up

Fine Take-Away
Helluhraun 22, Hafnarfjörður
This Hafnafjorður outpost of Fine ex-
tends its loyal clientele from downtown 
to the suburbs. In a stripped down to 
basics industrial area, they dish out a 
small but well made menu of Chinese 
classics. Yes there is a ‘buffet’ to 
choose from but we are partial to their 
dumplings and buns and when they do 
have it, the hong shao rou pork.

Previous Winners
2021: Ramen Momo

Best Place To Go With A 
Group Of Friends

Joint Winners

Sushi Social
Þingholtsstræti 5

If you'e looking for a fun night about 
town, Sushi Social is the place to be. The 
restaurant staff know this only too well 
and never drop a beat in keeping those 
drinks and smiles coming all night 
long. The menu is ideal for sharing—al-
though, who’d want to share something 
as delectable as the langoustine tem-
pura. Order one—or several—of those 
colourful drinks with names that recall 
a tropical holiday to make a fun night 
even more festive. 

Apotek
Austurstræti 16

Apotek is one of those rare places that 
go effortlessly from business lunches, 
to high tea, to pre-dinner drinks, to 
languorous dinners without skipping a 
beat. This perhaps explains its popular-
ity with locals and visitors alike—there 
is something for everyone at Apotek, no 
matter the time of day. We recommend 
starting in the lounge with one of their 
award-winning cocktails.

Newcomer

Selva Restaurant, Latin Food & Bar
Laugavegur 12
Decked out in rose gold and fashion-
able foliage, walking into Selva is an 
instant indicator of the good times 
in store. The latin beats are just right, 
the pina coladas a reminder of a more 
tropical island life and the food, a 
curated selection of dishes from Chile, 
Venezuela and Columbia, are ideal party 
platters. 

Previous Winners
2021: Apotek 
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Best Newcomer

Brút
Pósthússtræti 2

Chef Ragnar Eiriksson has been through a few jaunts and joints since 
his departure from Dill. At Brút, he has found his voice and a balance 
of flavours that appeal to a large cross-section of diners—no mean 
feat. Brút had a shaky start but quickly found their rhythm. From the 
extensive wine ‘book’ to the decor and playful graphics, the concept 
feels well thought-out. Focussed on seafood, the usual suspects only 
lurk briefly, making way for a showcase of the sea snails, scallops, 
squid and skate. Despite the emphasis on seafood, we are also partial 
to the gnocchi (sinful, buttery goodness). If they’d work on the meh 
dessert trolley (a great idea let down by execution), Brút is all set to 
knock other establishments off their comfy perches. 

Runners-Up

Tides
The Reykjavík Edition, Austurbakki 2
Under the vision of chef Gunnar Karl 
and headed by chef Georg Halldórs-
son, Tides quickly turned the tides 
(we couldn’t resist) from safe hotel 
restaurant to fine dining establish-
ment to watch out for. With a stunning 
open kitchen that overlooks a plush 
dining room, independent wine list and 
cocktails that don’t skew sweet, Tides is 
proving popular with both hotel guests 
as well as local diners. We love the 
Josper Basque grill and the expertise 
the kitchen wields over it—the grilled 
arctic char with crispy, smoky skin and 
coral tender insides is proof of this. The 
menu showcases local produce in an 
elevated fashion, and is combined with 
stellar service.

Hnoss
Harpa, Austurbakki 2
Many restaurants have come and gone 
in the concert hall lobby, but none had 
the foothold Hnoss already does. Chef 
Fanney Dóra has crafted a wholesome, 
moreish menu here that comfortably 
combines her love for bold spices with 
her passion for Icelandic produce. This 
is best expressed in dishes like the 
delicate shrimp cocktail and the heady 
miso-glazed celeriac, a dish that will 
convert even hardcore meat-eaters. 
Rumour has it that Fanney is also brew-
ing her own champagne blend with 
none other than Piper Heidsick.

Previous Winners
2021: Dragon Dimsum 
2020: Makake
2019: Eiriksson Brasserie

Best Ice Cream

Joint Winners

Gæta Gelato
Aðalstræti 6

Hailing from a line of maestro gelatiere, 
the Gæta family uses the best Icelandic 
ingredients, marrying them with top 
line produce from Italy for an unmissa-
ble treat. Piedmontese hazelnuts and 
Sicilian pistachios are swirled and 
churned to creamy perfection. Gæta’s 
crispy, thin cones are coated in choc-
olate sauce for a surprise ending, and  
if that wasn't enough, you can choose 
two flavours in a single scoop!

Skúbb
Laugarásvegur 1

Nothing quite says live in the moment 
like a melty cone of luscious ice-cream. 
Did you know that Skúbb only uses milk 
from Bíobú, an organic local farm? Each 
scoop at Skúbb is vibrant and intense, 
whether vegan or diary (can you even 
tell which is which?). With a small 
curated selection that reflects the 
seasons, this imaginarium of joy churns 
everything from tomatoes to licorice 
roots into ice cream. 

Runner-Up

Omnom 
Hólmaslóð 4
Award winning, world famous chocolate 
brand Omnom now do ice creams! 
Omnom elevates milky vanilla soft serve 
to kawaii artform. Sure, they don’t make 
their own ice cream, but it is a wel-
come blank canvas for their gourmet 
toppings and flourishes. Thankfully, 
they now serve their giant portions 
alongside a much-needed children’s 
size, so you don’t have to share your 
treats with anyone.

Previous Winners
2021: Gæta Galeto 
2020: Skúbb
2019: Skúbb

Best Tasting Menu

Óx Reykjavík
Inside Sumac, Laugavegur 28

There is a sense of theatre at Óx, 
Iceland’s only chef’s table experience. 
Everything unfolds against a backdrop 
of chef Þráinn’s grandfather’s restored 
kitchenette. Old and new commingle 
gently here, exploding in bursts of 
brilliance, with deft handling of pristine 
produce. For non-drinkers, there is a 
sophisticated juice pairing alongside 
their wine offering, with house-made 
kombuchas. Midway through the 
16 course extravaganza, you'll find 
yourself engaged in banter with guests 
from across the world, all here creating 
gastronomic memories together.

Runners-Up 

Dill 
Laugavegur 59
You’d be hard-pressed to find a better 
tasting experience in Iceland than 
Dill. Can fine dining and sustainability 
really co-exist? Chef Gunnar Karl is not 
just attempting this at Dill, but sharing 
with us along the way that fine dining 
can also be ecologically conscionable. 
The courses are well paced, with a 
focus on vegetables and nose to tail 
consumption.

Matur og Drykkur 
Grandagarður 2
Matur og Drykkur has switched entirely 
to a tasting menu format, bolstering 
classic, sometimes forgotten Icelandic 
recipes and presenting them through 
a modern lens. There are childhood 
favourites like blood sausage in an 
entirely new avatar with foraged 
arctic thyme, and the rice pudding is 
reinterpreted as a creamy ice cream. 
Cocktails embody the same spirit. This 
is a fresh makeover of a much-loved 
favourite that has firmly cemented its 
place in Reykjavík fine dining. 

Previous Winners
2021: Óx Reykjavík  
2020: Óx Reykjavík
2019: Grillið

BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2022
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Best Lamb

Sumac Grill + Drinks
Laugavegur 28

If you, like us, can’t stop singing praises of Icelandic lamb, then you 
should know that dining on lacklustre cuts of meat drowning in sauce 
does not do justice to the wild roaming sheep of Iceland. Sumac is one 
of the few places that cooks lamb with none of that sous-vide non-
sense. An unpretentious lamb rib, cooked on the grill, kissed with 
smoke and licked by flame is pretty hard to top. Sumac serves it with 
blistered grapes, fried almonds, a splash of thinned down muham-
mara and lentils. It’s a dish you can’t get enough of, and thankfully the 
restaurant hasn’t dared to take it off the menu. 

Runners-Up

 
Kasbah
Geirsgata 7b
Walking through the doors into 
Kasbah you might feel like you’ve time 
travelled—and we don’t blame you. The 
gorgeous restaurant brings a slice of 
Morocco right to the heart of Reykjavik 
without resorting to cliched gimmicks. 
There are several lamb dishes on the 
menu, but our favourite remains the 
lamb and prune tagine. Served piping 
hot, the lamb is fall-off-the-bone tender 
and aromatic with ground cinnamon. 
Mop up the sticky juices with the fluffy 
‘khobz’, bread that is baked in house 
everyday. 

 
Grillmarkaðurinn
Lækjargata 2a
Lamb chops definitely are the photo-
genic cut of the meat world. Besides 
the fact that meat cooked on the bone 
makes for juicier meat and stellar 
presentation, Grillmarket takes it a 
step further by sourcing only prime 
quality cuts from a local farm. Perfectly 
seasoned and cooked to a delicate pink 
hue, the marbled chunks don’t need 
even a smidgen of sauce. 

Previous Winners
2021: Sumac Grill + Drinks 
2020: Apotek
2019: Matarkjallarinn

Best Food Hall

Borg 29 
Borgartún 29

The panel was divided on whether the 
interiors at Borg 29 were ‘campy cool’ 
or ‘canteen-y soulless box’. What we 
could agree on, however, is that this is 
one of the more comfortable food halls 
to be at with a wide variety of choices 
to please most anyone. “Almost every 
place makes small plates, which is 
excellent for sharing,” observed one 
panellist. She’s right, one can choose 
from sushi at Umami, to burgers at 
Yuzu, to grilled meats at Bál to healthy 
skyr bowls at Svala. 

Runner-Up

 
Hlemmur Mathöll
Laugavegur 107
The OG, Hlemmur Mathöll is a small yet 
powerful foodhall. Whether it's the 
curated champagne selection at Kröst, 
the gastropub take on Icelandic cuisine 
at the Michelin Bib awarded Skál, hearty 
Vietnamese pho or some Napoli pizza by 
Flatey, this is the best place to sample 
a cross-section of Icelandic restaurant 
fare without having to worry about 
reservations and wait lists. Finish off 
with artisanal Gæta gelato and you're 
golden, baby.

Runner-Down

Grandi Mathöll
Grandagarður 16
Grandi Mathöll might have fallen out 
of favour, but things finally seem to 
be turning around. There is Pronto 
Pasta which is popular with families 
and Fjárhúsið is still going strong with 
their lamb platters, as is Gastrotruck 
with their sandwiches. What works 
in Grandi’s favour beyond the food is 
the magnificent view over Reykjavík 
harbour.

Previous Winners
2021: Hlemmur Mathöll 

Best Indian

Austur Indía-fjélagið
Hverfisgata 56

What can we say about Austurindia that 
hasn’t already been said? That this is 
one of Harrison Ford’s favourite restau-
rants, that they’ve been voted one of 
top 10 establishments in Reykjavík, 
or that they are one of only a handful 
of places that have been in town for 
almost three decades now? Walking in 
through the carved, antique doors, one 
is instantly transported to sunny India. 
Replete with bronzed teak interiors and 
soothing music, smiling staff guide you 
to your table. 

Runners-Up

 
Gandhi
Bergstaðastræti 13
Gandhi went through a change of 
location during the pandemic but seem 
to be settling in at their new quarters. 
We highly recommend the prawn kizhi; 
even without the customary banana 
wrapping it is a tender, fiery rendition 
of the South Indian dish. Vegetarians 
will delight in their Alu paneer kofta, 
which are deep fried and simmered in a 
cashew based gravy. 

Himalayan Spice
Geirsgata 3
This family-run restaurant has been 
serving Nepali cuisine since their 
Laugavegur days. Post-pandemic 
however, they are in a new airy 
location. They seem to have shorn 
some traditional Nepali dishes in 
favour of more Indian ones, and while 
we do miss the Wai Wai chaat, we 
console ourselves that the Himalayan 
Thali is as good as ever. Pair this with 
a round of momos as starters and it's 
almost as good as a trip to Nepal.

Previous Winners
2021: La Primavera 

BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2022

Dining
Delicious, even if you can't pronounce it
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20 There is no simple way to explain 
Jón Mýrdal, one of Reykjavík’s 
most prolific restaurant moguls. 
His varied CV includes experi-
enced hunter, stand-up comedi-
an, TV star, musician, journalist 
(we used to work together in the 
mid-2000 in that environment) 
and finally a restaurant entrepre-
neur—and almost a fishmonger. 

A lot of experience
Jón has been responsible for high-
ly successful bars and restaurants, 
like Röntgen, Skuggabaldur, 
Messinn and the legendary bar 
and concert space, Húrra. While 
he has moved on from most of 
these ventures, apart from Skug-
gabaldur, he has now embarked 
on an interesting collaboration 
with another successful chef and 
restaurateur, Stefán Melsted, 
who was previously involved in 
the fantastic bar Snaps, among 
others. Now they are running the 
newest talk of the town, Kastrup. 

Pop Up Restaurant
“We met when I was at Röntgen 
and I had this space, where Dill 
used to be, and I didn’t really know 
what to do with it,” Jón explains. 
But, Jón being the human equiv-
alent of the energiser bunny, he 
offered Stefán the space to launch 
a pop-up restaurant. Stefán stud-
ied in Copenhagen in Denmark, at 
Hotel D'Angleterre, and specialis-
es in the famous Danish smørre-
brød. The pop-up was a smash hit. 

Do you really want to 
be a fishmonger?

“I was always mopping the floor 
at Röntgen the morning after, so 
Stefán and I got to know each oth-
er quite well,” Jón says. And no,  
it’s not surprising that Jón was 
mopping the floor the morning 
after the wild parties at Röntgen. 
He is also the embodiment of the 
Icelandic work ethic. 

	 “But the moment I realised 
that Stefán made sense is when 
I asked him about a space that 
he owned, because I wanted to 
open up a store there. I wanted to 
be a fishmonger,” Jón explains so 
seriously that I literally burst out 
laughing while interviewing him. 
Jón acknowledges the absurdity 
of the statement with a grin: “I’m 
quite an impulsive person, as you 
know.”
	 While Stefán did offer him the 
space and said that the idea might 
work, he ultimately asked,“But do 

you really want to be a fishmon-
ger?”
	 To be fair, Icelanders have 
a pretty deep appreciation for 
fishmongers, being an honest 
fish nation. Still, Jón realised 
fishmongering wasn’t a path he 
wanted to go down. However, this 
interaction with Stefán cemented 
the relationship between the two 
men. 
 	 “I realised that Stefán was a 
no-bullshit man, and I liked that,” 
Jón says.

Straightforward 
and quality 

materials are key
After repeating the pop-up 
concept at Bar Ananas at Klap-
parstígur, Stefán and Jón realised 
that there was some serious in-
terest in their idea. Their next 
step was simple: finding a nice 
space. They eventually found it 
on Hverfisgata, under 101 Hotel. 
	 Kastrup opened up in March, 
just at the end of COVID-19 re-
strictions and has already estab-
lished itself with a host of regular 
customers. 
	 “Although we follow the Dan-
ish philosophy when it comes to 
cuisine, we’re just focusing on 
keeping things simple and big. 
No nonsense, just good wine and 
beer, real portions and a solid ex-
perience,” Jón says.
	 While it’s clear that the idea 
is a straightforward one, there is 
plenty of evidence to suggest that 
this is not your typical restau-
rant. Take, for instance, the fresh 
scallops from Breiðafjörður. The 
mollusks are paired with hum-
ble french fries—a down to earth 
move, making high-quality and 
seemingly exclusive produce 
seem diner-friendly and ap-
proachable. 
	 Kastrup also offers succulent 
salmon— never sourced from fish 
farms, according to Jón. The vege-
tables, if not available in Iceland, 
are imported from Paris, where 
they are handpicked.
	 “At the end of the day, it’s al-
ways about the quality of the raw 
ingredients,” says Jón.  
	 Asked what’s next, Jón has a 
simple answer: “We’re just pre-
paring to evolve the menu for the 
winter, and then we’ll see.” 

Kastrup is at  
Hverfisgata 6, 101 Reykjavík

INTERVIEW

The Almost  
Fishmonger Who 

Launched A Restau-
rant

Jón Mýrdal’s journey from mopping floors to 
fishmongering to high-end restaurateuring 

Words: Valur Grettisson   Photo: Emma Leadbetter
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Rammagerðin has been selected the best Icelandic design store 
by the Reykjavík Grapevine 2021 & 2022.

1
2
3
4
5
6

Jewellery — Hlín Reykdal
Scented candle– Rammagerðin
Pillow case — Signý Þórhallsdóttir
The Fuzzy stool — Sigurður Már Helgason
Wool blanket — Milla Snorrason
Headwear — Rammagerði

4

5

Skólavörðustígur 7
Skólavörðustígur 12
Kringlan
Harpa
Flugstöð Leifs Eiríkssonar

Skólavörðustígur 7 — Skólavörðustígur 12 — Kringlan — Harpa — Flugstöð Leifs Eiríkssonar
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Klappið app
The official ticketing app for public 
buses in the Reykjavík capital area.
Search for "Klappid" in the
App Store or on Google Play. 

Skútuvogur - The OG
Skútuvogur, 104 Reykjavík

If you’re a history-buff, this 
is the Bónus for you! Opening 
in 1989, the Skútuvogur Bónus 
is the Bónus that started it all. 
Boasting a portrait of the found-
er Jóhannes í Bónus at the en-
trance, you almost feel like you’re 
entering a museum instead of a 
grocery store. Despite its small 
size, it’s worth the pilgrimage for 
history.

Smáratorg - The King 
of the Bónuses 

Smáratorg, 201 Kopavogur

This Bónus is so big, you can 
easily imagine you are walk-
ing through an average Ameri-
can grocery store. Listening to 
the ‘Shopping at Bónus’ Spoti-
fy playlist gracefully curated by 
the Bónus Review, move lazily 
across the aisles and take your 
time: Smáratorg Bónus has a 
lot to offer. With 23 checkouts 
available, you will almost nev-
er have to wait in line. There’s a 
huge sign in front of the store 
with the opening hours, almost 
saying to you: you simply can’t 
miss this one.

Spöngin - The 
Hidden Gem

Spöngin 9, 112 Reykjavík

If you’re trying to hide from your 
ex or you want to go to the store 
the morning after a messy night 
out and you don’t want to be 
seen, this is the Bónus for you. 
Off in its own hidden corner of 
Reykjavík, the Spöngin Bónus 

serves as the perfect place to do 
your shopping without the po-
tential of running into someone 
you know. Aside from this obvi-
ous win, the Spöngin Bónus has 
a covered entrance, nice layout, 
and is conveniently located next 
to an ice cream shop.

Kringlan - The 
Wildcard 

Kringlan 4, 103 Reykjavík

Our opinions on this one dif-
fer. While this Bónus definite-
ly doesn’t have the best layout, 
it is still impressive how much 
they have fit into the small space. 
The most obvious con—the 
bread section is located behind 
the checkout, which causes an 
adrenaline rush for introverts 
like us. Overall, this particular 
Bónus is pretty convenient, but 
timing is everything—enter at 
your own risk unless you want to 
be squashed like sardines.

Grandi - The Best View 
Fiskislóð 2, 101 Reykjavík

This Bónus allows you to arrive 
in style. Boasting a spacious en-
trance, it allows you to shake the 
rain off or show off your outfit 
before entering. Picnic essen-
tials like coal, disposable grills 
and flowers (yes, we consider 
this essential—we’re romantics) 
are on display in the entrance. 
Without much exaggeration, we 
can say that this Bónus basical-
ly has an ocean view—so if you 
want to grab a quick snack before 
you go to watch the sunset at the 
harbour, Grandi Bónus has got 
your back! Worse case scenario, 
if you can’t find anything good, 
you can pop across the street to 
Krónan.  

GUIDE

Don’t Disown Us, 
Here’s Our  

Favourite Bónus
Welcome home, new friends

Words: Asha Edmondson, Iryna Zubenko, Bónus Review 

Whether you think of yourself as a pro home chef or you’re most com-
fortable microwaving frozen dinners, you’ll find yourself in a grocery 
store at some point. As such, chances are you’ve found yourself in one 
of Bónus’ signature bright yellow buildings, branded with a hot pink 
smiling pig. With the help of famed Instagram account, Bónus Review, 
we chose our favourite Bónus’ to help you pick your next grocery spot.

Stay like a local
[ HOTELS, RESTAURANTS & SPA 
IN THE HEART OF REYKJAVÍK ]

W W W.C E N T R E H OT E L S .C O M 
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Klappið app
The official ticketing app for public 
buses in the Reykjavík capital area.
Search for "Klappid" in the
App Store or on Google Play. 

Stay like a local
[ HOTELS, RESTAURANTS & SPA 
IN THE HEART OF REYKJAVÍK ]

W W W.C E N T R E H OT E L S .C O M 
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It’s been two years of off-and-on single-or-double flip-cup-flip-flop-
ping, but as of 2022, bars are officially back in action—and oh, how 
we needed it! This year was certainly a standout for our local scene. 
Not only were bar-goers finally safe to sink their extremely appre-
ciative teeth back into the weekly "djamma", but new spots and old 
classics stepped up to the plate swinging to give ‘em what they want-
ed. So cue the orchestra (and the Opal) as we gather once again to 
celebrate the best that Reykjavík nightlife has to offer. Because let’s 
be real: Icelanders love to drink. In fact, there is probably nothing 
Icelanders like doing more than drinking, which could be why this 
country doesn’t have a space program… 

Best Goddamn Bar

Röntgen 
Hverfisgata 12

The panel’s unanimous choice—once again!— was an obvious one: 
Röntgen. Why? Well, this place has it all. “It’s crazy how it’s continued 
to dominate the bar scene in Reykjavík,” one panellist raved. “But it’s 
just got so many elements: you can have a meeting there during the day, 
pre-dinner drinks after work and then head there again hours later for 
a full-on dance-till-you-die party night. It works for every vibe, which 
is so rare for a bar.” Despite only appearing on the downtown scene a 
few years ago, the place has already cemented itself among the nightlife 
legends. We bow down, Röntgen. Wear your crown with pride. 

Runners-Up

Gaukurinn
Tryggvagata 22
You want a rock concert? They got it. 
Looking for drag? They got that, too. 
Comedy? Yes. Burlesque? Totally. Weirdly 
lit karaoke nights? You fucking bet. Yes, 
Gaukurinn is a place all its own. This 
grungy-in-the-best-way haunt offers 
the most unique lineup in the city, with 
an ambitious roster of events that 
you’re unlikely to see anywhere else. 
They also have gender neutral bath-
rooms and free tampons. Not that that 
won them the award, it’s just cool, is all. 

Kaffibarinn
Bergstaðastræti 1
Ahh… Kaffibarinn. While many Reykjavík 
bars come and go, redecorate, rename 
or put on bells and whistles, Kaffibarinn 
has stayed the course for almost three 
decades—because it’s just a really 
good, reliable place. You’ll never have 
a boring night at KB. It’s no ordinary 
watering hole. 

Previous Winners
2021: Röntgen 
2020: Kaffibarinn
2019: Kaffibarinn

BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2022

Drinking
Tipsy or wasted, the choice is yours

Best Place To Start The Night

Jungle Cocktail Bar
Austurstræti 9

It was a unanimous decision for the 
panel to name Jungle Cocktail Bar as 
the “Best Place To Start The Night”—a 
surprise for such a competitive 
category. “Jungle’s vibe naturally caters 
to an early night crowd. It’s stylish and 
airy, and, of course, they have the most 
innovative and delicious cocktails in 
the city,” enthused one panel member. 
“You want a Jungle cocktail to start 
your night—better than having one 
later when you can’t savour it as much!” 
The panel also praised the bar’s diver-
sity—noting how attendees spanned 
all ages and demographics. “It’s just 
a crowd-pleaser,” another panellist 
concluded. 

Runners-Up

Stereo 
Skólavörðustígur 8
Stereo—a true hole-in-the-wall, or 
rather, hole-on-the-second-floor—has 
a devoted clientele, and for good 
reason. The trendy haunt overlooks 
Skólavörðustígur and offers cocktails 
on tap in a cosy environment. “Not only 
do they have refined drinks, but the 
80s-esque design motifs are beautiful,” 
one panellist raved. “It’s calming and 
sophisticated, just a great vibe.” 

Mikki Refur
Hverfisgata 18
Mikki Refur does it all. The bright café/
bar has an expert selection of beer, 
wine and appertativos and a prime 
location that makes it a great place 
to start the night—or bring a date. 
“It’s friendly, inviting and a one-size-
fit-all place to start a night,” our panel 
determined. “There’s something there 
for everyone.”

Previous Winners
2021: Kaldi 
2020: Veður
2019: Veður

Best Place To End The Night

Kaffibarinn
Bergstaðastræti 1 

Let’s be real: there’s a reason that 
Kaffibarinn is still here and full of 
dedicated regulars. At night, you’ll find 
the crowd gets rowdy, the convos get 
interesting and the dance floor gets 
sweaty in the most wonderful way. “It’s 
the obvious choice,” said a panellist. 
“Who doesn’t have some crazy story 
from closing time in the smoking area 
at Kaffibarinn?” The rest of the panel 
wholeheartedly agreed. In fact, we 
urge you to ask around so you can 
be shocked by how many longtime 
couples met there circa ~4:00 a.m. Hint: 
a LOT! So yes, for their service to late 
night amusement and love, KB deserves 
this award. Bravo, old chum.

Runners-Up

Kiki Queer Bar
Laugavegur 22
There’s no better late-night dance 
floor than the pumping upstairs hub 
of Reykjavík’s resident queer space, 
which plays the greatest dance hits 
of the past 30 years and attracts a 
clientele that is ready to let loose. You 
know, those “OH MY GOD I LOVE THIS SONG” 
tracks you need to hear late at night? 
Yes, we mean “Euphoria” by Loreen, and 
you can bet they’ll play it twice.

Prikið
Bankastræti 12 
Prikið is the bar version of the “I’m 
going to bed early tonight vs. me at 
3 a.m.” meme. At 22:00 you’ll have a 
bunch of regulars relaxing at the bar, 
but arrive at 3:00 and it’s Project X. 
The panel noted that while it certainly 
caters to a younger audience, their 
concerts are for the record books. You 
won’t find a crazier crowd than at a rap 
show at Prikið.

Previous Winners
2021: Kiki Queer Bar 
2020: Prikið
2019: Kaffibarinn
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Best Sports Bar

American Bar 
Austurstræti 8

For the fifth—yes, FIFTH—year in a row, 
American Bar is the champion of our 
sports bar category. For those appre-
hensive about entering a place called 
“American Bar”, trust us: this place 
is more “Let’s take shots to Lynard 
Skynard!” than “Let’s go Brandon!” It’s a 
friendly place with big screens, a nice 
selection of beer and—get this—wings! 
Pro-tip: Don’t be that guy who fights 
about “soccer” vs. “football”. We all 
know it’s ridiculous. 

Runners-Up 

English Pub
Austurstræti 12
If it’s football you’re hankering for, go 
to those that know it best: the English. 
This pub serves up a dark, wooden 
Anglo-kitsch interior, a long bar with 
plenty of staff and loads of comfortable 
seating, and—best of all—a plethora 
of screens. Make sure to yell loudly 
and berate players when they miss the 
penalty—you wanted an authentic pub 
experience, right?

Lebowski Bar
Laugavegur 20a
Honour “The Dude” at this laid-back, un-
pretentious locale that offers the best 
of both worlds during sports games. 
Some people will get rowdy; others will 
stay chill, so you’re certain to find your 
crowd while savouring a great burger. 
If you’re feeling fancy, order a White 
Russian.

Previous Winners
2021: American Bar 
2020: American Bar
2019: American Bar / English Pub

Best Craft Bar

Session Craft Bar
Bankastræti 14

Where the tourist stream of 
Skólavörðustígur flows into the tourist 
river of Laugavegur, you’ll find a haven 
for fans of craft beer. With its minimal 
appearance, stainless steel bar backed 
with dozens of taps and fridges full of 
beers canned and bottled, Session is a 
place that, while cosy enough, is made 
for serious craft heads. Whether you’re 
hankering for a lip-puckering gose, or 
an IPA packed with more flowers than a 
funeral, Session has got your back. 

Runners-Up 

Skúli Craft Bar
Aðalstræti 9
Reykjavík is overflowing with great 
beer but Skúli was at the forefront of 
the craft bar wave in Iceland and the 
place and its friendly staff—consisting 
of side-hustling but talented rock 
musicians—will always have a place 
in our beer-soaked hearts. If you are 
looking for a versatile cornucopia of 
different styles of beers from different 
breweries, both domestic and “útlensk”, 
check it out.

BrewDog
Frakkastígur 8
While BrewDog is an imported concept 
and does rely heavily on the Brewdog 
line of beers, they have always made 
space for every madcap ultra-micro-
brewer in the local scene and also 
bring in a lot of wild brews from around 
the globe. Consistently popular, this 
place also benefits from having a very 
solid kitchen with lots of salty treats to 
fuel the thirst. Now go fetch! 

Previous Winners
2021: Session Craft Bar 
2020: BrewDog
2019: Mikkeller & Friends (RIP)

Best Wine Bar

Vínstúkan Tíu Sopar
Laugavegur 27

Every oenophile—wine connoisseur, for 
the uninitiated—knows that to truly 
appreciate wine, it’s imperative to find 
a cosy, inviting environment. Vínstúkan 
Tíu Sopar has perfected this. “Vínstúkan 
Tíu Sopar has basically made me a wine 
person. The bartenders know what to 
recommend, how to talk to people of 
all levels of wine knowledge, and they 
are also just so friendly! I always feel 
like they’re drinking with me,” one panel 
member laughed. (Note: They are not). 

Runners-Up

Bodega 
Týsgata 8
Bodega made its stamp on the wine 
scene quickly, and did so during the 
time where the-thing–that-must-not-
be-mentioned was raging. With a clear 
nod (more like a headslam) in the 
direction of Barcelona wine bar culture, 
you’d be forgiven for, on a sunny day, 
thinking you were sitting by a plaza in 
Eixample, sucking an olive with your 
organic, free-range, cruelty-free rioja. 
The selection runs from natural to 
regular (subnatural?) Mediterranean 
wines, from Northern-Italy to Spain’s 
Atlantic coast.

Mikki Refur
Hverfisgata 18
Mikki Refur has been around for less 
than two years, but it’s already ce-
mented itself as a consistent pinnacle 
of wine curation in the city. With an 
imported selection of natural wines, 
the place manages to wow both winos 
and non-winos alike. Not an easy task 
and one that should be applauded.

Previous Winners
2021: Vínstúkan Tíu Sopar 
2020: Port 9
2019: Port 9

Best Place For Cocktails
Joint Winners

Jungle
Austurstræti 9

Jungle is backed by a who’s-who of 
Icelandic cocktail maestros who part-
nered together to open a bar entirely 
focused on cocktails. They found the 
perfect fit for it on the second floor 
of the 1920s building at Austurstræti 
9, with its lush leather chairs and con-
siderable ceiling height. This has been 
decked with tropical arrangements 
so the end result falls (somehow) 
comfortably between a tiki lounge and 
a prohibition speakeasy. 

Veður
Klapparstígur 33

We’ll let you in on the Icelandic pun in the 
name. The name means “weather” and 
“Veðurbarinn” could either mean “weath-
er-beaten” or “the weather bar”. Anyone 
who has visited Iceland outside of the 
four months of sunshine, knows that you 
need a spot to dip into for an expertly 
made classic cocktail and a bartender 
who knows your name. Veður is a new-ish 
bar but there’s something about it which 
makes you feel like it’s always been there.

Runners-Up 

Apótek
Austurstræti 16
Apótek is a spacious, upscale restaurant 
whose cocktail creations have picked up 
a bundle of local awards. The building’s 
pharmacological past lives on in its 
name—Apótek means pharmacy—and 
the cocktail list, which is divided up into 
categories like “painkillers” or “stimu-
lants,” exemplifies this. We’d recommend 
the Black Death Negroni and the Stranger 
Tides.

Previous Winners
2021: Jungle Cocktail Bar 
2020: Miami
2019: Systir



The Reykjavík Grapevine
Best of Reykjavík 2022

26

Best Place For Live Music

Gaukurinn
Tryggvagata 22

Cue the confetti and throw your horns up, for once again, Gaukurinn 
reigns supreme. With dim lights, leather sofas, gender-neutral bath-
rooms and free tampons, this bar/venue is the preferred hangout for 
the unorthodox Reykvíkingar. So if you’re looking for like-minded 
peeps in the alt and queer scene, there you go. “They have been so 
ambitious with their events this year. Have you been watching their 
schedule?” one panellist asked incredulously. From heavy metal fests 
to quieter indie shows, this second floor haunt does it all, and many 
of our favourite Icelandic acts—from Hatari to Power Paladin—
played their early gigs there. “Their karaoke nights are also legendary 
because people take it so seriously,” one panel member laughed. “It’s 
not just drunk women singing Britney. People really perform.” 

Runners-Up

KEX
Skúlagata 28
Whoever does KEX’s bookings deserves 
a raise—seriously! While they don’t 
have many shows, every one of them 
is extremely well curated, seeming to 
have whichever band or group is most 
talked about at the moment. “Even 
though it’s a small stage, it always ends 
up being such a nice party,” our panel 
determined. “They really know what 
they are doing.”

Skuggabaldur
Pósthússtræti 9
What gave Skuggabaldur this runner 
up award? All that jazz, baby! (Editor’s 
Note: We apologise for that terrible, 
terrible joke.) Anyway, Reykjavík finally 
has a dedicated jazz venue and the 
cosy locale serves up the kind of funky, 
sensual, foot-tapping vibe you need 
when listening to someone solo on a 
bass. Their food is pretty good too. 

Previous Winners
2021: Gaukurinn 
2020: Gaukurinn
2019: Iðnó

Best Happy Hour

Bravó
Laugavegur 22

Bravó: a dark room with amber-toned 
light, simple furniture, and cosy bohemi-
an pillows. Their happy hour—perhaps 
the most prolific in the city—starts at 
12:00 everyday and lasts until 20:00 “I 
feel like it’s always happy hour at Bravó, 
right?” one panel member laughed. 
Located in the heart of Laugavegur, it’s 
also a prime people-watching spot. 
Anyway, their dedication to the art of the 
happy hour must be applauded. Thank 
you for your service, Bravo.

Runners-Up 

Kaldi
Laugavegur 20b
If you’re looking to drink in a classy, 
beautiful environment with the crème 
de la crème of Reykjavík, come to Kaldi. 
While the later evening crowd can get 
surprisingly rowdy, coming early means 
you get to enjoy their fine selection of 
Kaldi beers—at happy hour prices. They 
also have a great, heated beer garden 
/ smoking area, which, as we all know, 
are where the best moments happen.

Skuggabaldur
Pósthússtræti 9
Happy hour is about more than just 
a good price, it’s about the right vibe 
for that special, early evening drink. 
Thankfully, Skuggabaldur nails that, and 
adds a complicated chord progression, 
just for style. On lazy, sunny afternoons 
you can’t find better, and while Skug-
gabaldur’s happy hour is normally from 
17:00-18:00, when the weather is good, 
they open it up early at 15:00.

Previous Winners
2021: Bravó 
2020: Kaffibrennslan
2019: Kaffibrennslan

BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2022

Drinking
Why have just one happy hour  
when you can have nine?

Best Weekday Bar

Skuggabaldur
Pósthússtræti 9 

A weekday bar is all about atmosphere. 
You want something lively but cosy, 
bustling without being jam packed, and 
above all else, full of good vibes. Skug-
gabaldur has perfected this delicate 
combo, with the best of Reykjavík’s jazz 
scene showing up nightly to entertain 
patrons and make even a Wednesday 
memorable. Despite only opening last 
year, the bar has quickly become a fa-
vourite with everyone from downtown 
artists to suburban folk. In the summer, 
you simply can’t beat a glass of wine 
outside in the sun on their patio.

Runners-Up

Gaukurinn
Tryggvagata 22
When you want to “party-party” on 
a weeknight, Gaukurinn—with their 
stocked schedule of concerts and 
events—will give you what you need. 
In fact, their Tuesday karaoke sessions 
rival weekend nights in terms of 
raucousness. (BTW: On the weeknights 
where there aren't any events, the 
lowkey haunt becomes an ideal place 
to nurse a beer while reading Kafka or 
something else appropriately alt.) 

Kaffibrennslan
Laugavegur 21 
Need to have an after-work meeting 
with your new art collective? A quick 
catch up beer with your former 
roommate visiting from Portugal? Or 
simply a neutral locale to meet up 
with your beau from last weekend? 
Kaffibrennslan works for everyone. Solid 
location, good prices, and a welcoming, 
friendly atmosphere. A+. 
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Best Newcomer Bar

Húrra
Tryggvagata 22

Ok, is it new? Questionable. But trust us: The panel debated exten-
sively about this, ultimately deciding that since its reopening, be-
loved Reykjavík venue Húrra has been so monumental and so suc-
cessful that it deserved the Best Newcomer award. Seriously, it lives 
up to the hype, continuing its legacy of artsy vibes, good concerts, 
and raucous weekly karaoke and dance floors. So if you want to min-
gle with the cool young artists of the city, Húrra is where it's at. BTW: 
the renovations for the rotating roster of bizarre places that have 
tried to fill the space over the last few years means that Húrra’s pre-
viously notoriously grungy bathrooms are now like marble and look 
like Versace. Flex. 

Runners-Up 

Lemmy
Austurstræti 20
You’ve got to applaud a bar that 
chooses a theme and then dials it 
up to 11. Not only does it have truly 
OTT decorations and a great playlist, 
but also live music and DJ/drummer 
combos from your fav rock musicians 
in the city. “I love that they went all the 
way,” one panellist raved. “It’s cheesy 
in a tongue-in-cheek way. It’s like they 
Googled “rock bar” and decided to go 
full force. I love that.”

Auto
Lækjargata 2
“There is always a huge line for this 
place—always. It’s rare to see a bar 
this new be this popular,” one panel 
member said of the newly opened 
Auto, which took over the basement 
of the Hard Rock Café earlier this year. 
“For those that like the nightclub/table 
service vibe, this is going to be their 
favourite place and the only club they 
go to. It’s filled a niche in the scene.”

Previous Winners
2021: Skuggabaldur 
2020: Röntgen

Best Date Place

Port 9 
Veghúsastígur 9

The Romantic Date: Cosy and tucked 
away with a secretive vibe, Port 9 solves 
the age-old problem in Reykjavík: where 
can I go for a date where I won’t see a 
tonne of people I know who will later 
inundate me with texts about my new 
paramour? Ah, détendez vous, mes 
amis, for sitting at Port 9 feels like 
you’re away from the rest of the world 
and there seems to be an unspoken 
bond of letting each other be. As one 
panellist concluded: “If you want actual 
romance, this is the only place to go.” So 
get to flirting, chums.

12 Tónar 
Skólavörðustígur 15 

The Casual Date: 12 Tónar’s small bar 
has managed to fly under many peo-
ple’s radars, despite being one of the 
most unique spots in the city. “I would 
feel very cool taking someone here on 
a date. I feel like just sitting there would 
provoke conversation,” laughed one 
panel member. “We could relax outside 
and talk music. It’s the perfect place for 
a low-pressure afternoon date.” 

Einstök Bar
Laugavegur 10

The Tinder Date: Einstök’s new down-
town bar is the definition of neutral 
territory for meeting someone new. 
“Everyone likes Einstök beer, the seating 
is nice, and it’s super central,” our panel 
determined. “So you can meet, see if 
you vibe, and if it goes well, you’re in 
the middle of downtown and can head 
anywhere you want afterwards.”

Previous Winners
2021: Port 9 
2020: Hlemmur Mathöll

Best Kept Secret

Luna Flórens
Grandagarður 25 

Part flower-child, part spiritual guru 
with a whole lot of whimsy thrown into 
the mix, this is the place to go for floral 
cocktails, cosy vibes, and maybe a slice 
of vegan cake. As a bonus, you can also 
grab a loaf of artisan bread next door 
or walk out with a bag of healing crys-
tals or a rare succulent. And the thing 
is, you may not think you need a lump 
of amethyst and a saguaro cactus, but 
after three of their cocktails you won’t 
know how you ever lived without them. 
So let your inner hippie free.

Runners-Up

The Reykjavík Edition
Austurbakki 2
We know everyone is talking about this 
place but have you even visited? There 
are a few areas to drink in Reykjavík’s 
first 5-star hotel—from bar Tölt to the 
highly praised restaurant Tides—but 
the whole place will just blow you away 
with its design and class. You don’t 
have to stay at the hotel or eat at the 
restaurant—we know it’s $$$—but stop 
by, get a drink, and enjoy amaizing view.

Newcomer

Kokteilbarinn
Klapparstígur 28 
We can hardly think of a bar that better 
fits the bill of “Best Kept Secret” than 
one that’s nestled inside a restaurant, 
packed inside of a full-sized train car. 
Inside the restaurant Monkeys, you 
have a balloon-themed cocktail bar and 
a champagne train car, which come to-
gether for a distinctly Phileas Fogg vibe. 
Expect bright and fruity drinks with 
ingredients such as yuzu, passionfruit, 
roses, shiso and raspberries.  

Previous Winners
2021: 12 Tónar 
2020: RVK Brewing Company

BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2022

Drinking
Pro-tip: Try the drinks!
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FJALLKONAN
HAFNARSTRÆTI 1-3

115:00 - 17:00 
SUN - SAT 

BEER: 900 ISK 
WINE: 1190 ISK

Now, if you feel like you have 
been crowned by the sun, cov-
ered by the snow and dressed in 
nature, you should definitely not 
go to the psychiatric ward, but to 
Fjallkonan! Mostly because the 
beer is only 990 ISK and a glass 
of wine is 1190, but also because 
you might actually be Iceland’s 
national icon, the Mountain Lady 
(Fjallkonan). Unlike the losers in 
the rest of Europe, the Fjallkonan 
has nothing to do with God or re-
ligion, only a badass lady with a 
huge sword wearing goddamn 
nature as a dress. Pro-tip, leave 
the sword at home or you might 
be arrested. VG

BÍÓ PARADÍS 
HVERFISGATA 54

 
17:00 - 19:00 
EVERY DAY 

BEER: 800 ISK 
WINE: 800 ISK 

Oh how we love that sweet smell 
of popcorn! If you’ve ever been 
to—or even passed by—Bío 
Paradís, you know exactly what 
we’re talking about. Bío Paradís 
is the beating heart of Icelandic 
film culture and the whole world 
stopped when it was announced 
they may close for good in 2020. 
Ok, maybe not the whole world, 
but ours definitely did. This in-
dependent institution shows 
new and old movies, hosts many 
events (from concerts to screen-
ings to film festivals), and has a 
great bar and café, making it a 
great place to hang out even if 
you’re not planning on seeing a 
movie. KW

SKÚLI CRAFT BAR 
AÐALSTRÆTI 9 

12:00 - 19:00 
EVERY DAY 

BEER: 900 ISK 
WINE: 900 ISK 

Sure, beer only became legal in 
Iceland in 1989, but if you think 
this tiny island is behind on beer 
culture, you’re mistaken. Skú-
li Craft Bar is an independent 
bar located in cosy Aðalstræti, 
and they know damn well what 
they’re doing. They serve up 
high-quality craft beers to meet 
the demand of thirsty patrons. 
There is plenty of space outside 
to enjoy your sips on that rare 
sunny day, making Skúli a popu-
lar summer spot. On darker days 
they make sure both the candles 
and playlist are lit. We almost 
don’t want to share it, but they 
even have an old arcade machine 
in the back. Hush! KW

JUNGLE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AUSTURSTRÆTI 9 

16:00 - 18:00 
EVERY DAY 

BEER: 900 ISK 
WINE: 1000 ISK 

COCKTAILS: 1600 ISK 
It’s a widely known fact that Ice-
land doesn’t have a lot of trees, 
so whenever there’s a place that 
has alcohol and the word “jun-
gle” in it, we’re there before you 
can say “wait, I gotta do my hair”. 
This fancy yet accessible cocktail 
bar offers not only great happy 
hour prices (cocktails includ-
ed, halló!), but also a very green 
and casual-chique environment. 
Whenever you want to escape 
the grey sky, go for a top-notch 
cocktail in this green oasis. It’s 
located at a very central place so 
there’s no reason to not check it 
out during your downtown party 
shenanigans. KW

DRINKING GUIDE

This Time You  
Really Need One

Finally, it's the endtimes

Words: Valur Grettisson & Kim Wagenaar    
Photos: Art Bicnick

The winter is coming, and so is the financial crisis. And there are two 
kinds of people out there in such situations. The idiots that cause the 
crisis, scrambling in panic mode, and us, the heroes, biding our time 
inside a cosy bar and drinking it away while the politicians and the 
banksters keep messing everything up. So, skál to you, my hero! Below 
are our selected battlefields for those ready for a winter of discontent.
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Let’s be real: there are few things that could temper our love for shop-
ping. Thankfully, our delightful city has kept up with our demand, 
with the design scene seeming to expand exponentially year after 
year. This year was particularly prolific—there are too many new 
stores to name, with many popping up and nabbing not only the talk 
of the town, but also some of our biggest awards. But after long dis-
cussions with our beloved panel members, we are proud to present 
our winners. So without further ado, here’s your essential guide to 
shopping in Reykjavík. Enjoy—responsibly, of course. 

Best Goddamn Store

Yeoman 
Laugavegur 7

It feels like every year we declare it The Year Of Yeoman, and then 
every year she blows past our expectations by becoming bigger and 
better. This year was no different, as 2021 saw Yeoman being donned 
by international celebrities while also continuing her reign as the pri-
mary fashion tastemaker for Reykjavík women. “Both my 14-year-old 
daughter and my 60-year-old mother would love a Yeoman dress,” 
one panel member raved. “Everything from her own designs to the 
brands she chooses to put into her store become big in the city, and 
for good reason—her taste is impeccable. To talk about modern Ice-
landic style is to talk about Yeoman.” Congrats Yeoman. 

Runners-Up 

Kiosk
Grandagarður 35 
Kiosk is the nurturing ground for the 
best and brightest in Icelandic fashion 
design. Featuring a handful of artists 
selling their wares at a time, the shop-
ping experience at Kiosk is so personal 
that you can easily chat with the de-
signer while you try on their garments. 
Above all else, the shop showcases just 
how devoutly diverse and fantastic 
our design scene is. “I genuinely live in 
fear that Kiosk will close!” one panellist 
laughed. “It’s so important here that 
I almost feel protective of it. We need 
this place.”

Fischer
Fischersund
“Fischer is more than just a store, 
it’s an experience,” this year’s panel 
determined. Yes, this local favourite 
is more like a sensory paradise, 
treading the line between a shop and 
a design space. From incense and 
packaging-free shampoo to natural 
face masks and perfumes, Fischer 
is memorable above all else. As one 
panel member concluded: “It’s just 
another world.”

Previous Winners
2021: Kiosk 
2020: Fischer
2019: Fischer

Best Design Store

Rammagerðin
Skólavörðustígur 12, Harpa, Kringlan

For the second year in a row, Ram-
magerðin has clinched the gold metal. 
The store is basically as close to a 
supergroup of Icelandic designers as 
you are going to find outside of some 
weird design-focused comic book mul-
tiverse. Go there to pick up everything 
from Studio Flétta’s hand-stamped 
candlesticks to Ragna Ragnarsdóttir’s 
ethereal ceramics to Fischer’s earthly 
fragrances to Urð’s delectable cosmet-
ics. “They have such a nice palette of 
Icelandic designers. “They are such a 
good advocate for the design scene 
here, which must be applauded.”

Runners-Up

Epal
Laugavegur 7
What an opening! Our panel couldn’t 
have been more overjoyed than to see 
Epal, the classic Icelandic design store, 
move to such a lovely spot on Lau-
gavegur. “They are so good at pairing 
Icelandic designers with (international) 
ones,” one panellist raved. “They also 
have exhibitions in the basement which 
are always well curated and interesting. 
It’s a must-stop.”

BioEffect
Hafnarstræti 19
BioEffect’s delightfully curated shop-
ping experience, aesthetic perfection, 
and inspired design are worthy of rec-
ognition, which is why the panel gave 
them this award, despite not technical-
ly being a design store. “They scan your 
skin and then make you a customised 
skincare repertoire. It’s more than just 
a shop,” said one panellist. “And it’s not 
only the products that are emblematic 
of Icelandic design, but the store itself, 
designed by Basalt Architects, reflects 
the brand." 

Previous Winners
2021: Rammagerðin 
2020: Akkúrat
2019: Akkúrat

BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2022

Shopping
Hey, big spender

Best Fashion Boutique

Andrá
Laugavegur 16

A new store? Winning first place? Well, 
when something as spectacular as 
Andrá comes along, we’re willing to 
break with tradition. The boutique 
emphasises selling quality pieces that 
are produced in an ethically and en-
vironmentally friendly way for women 
of all ages. “Their curation is stellar,” 
one panel member added. “They have 
such a good mix of Icelandic and in-
ternational designers. Somehow, they 
are filling a niche that we didn’t even 
know we needed. You can already tell 
that they are going to have longevity 
and it’s rare to feel that so strongly in 
such a new store.” So bravó, Andrá. 

Runner-Up

Aftur
Laugavegur 45
Aftur was doing sustainable design 
long before sustainability was even 
part of the conversation. Helmed by 
designer Bára Hólmgeirsdóttir, every 
one of Aftur’s pieces are entirely 
repurposed, with a punky vibe 
that makes them ideal for anyone 
obsessed with the darker sides of 
street style. 

Newcomer

Nebraska
Barónsstígur 6
Not to be confused with the US state, 
Nebraska is another new addition to 
the scene that blew our panel away 
with a fantastically curated selection. 
“This place has so much potential!” 
one panellist said of boutique clothing 
store Nebraska. “It’s a special feeling 
going in there. You can tell they are 
going to become one of the tastemak-
ing stores downtown—or maybe they 
already have.”

Previous Winners
2021: Yeoman 
2020: Kvartýra No49
2019: Yeoman
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Best Clothing Store
Joint Winners

66°North
Laugavegur 17-19, Bankastræti 5 & More

“66°North makes being warm trendy,” laughed one panellist. “In a 
country like Iceland, that’s probably the nicest thing any label has ever 
done… ever.” The heritage brand, which is basically as Icelandic as an 
old man standing on a porch, staring pensively at a bunch of sheep, is 
known for their quality, durability, and fashionable design and lasting 
style. “They stay relevant for a reason. Their team is not only talented, 
but ambitious," another panel member commented. 

Farmers Market
Laugavegur 37 & Hólmaslóð 2

“Farmers Market is an establishment in Iceland at this point,” one 
panel member confirmed. “When you think of Icelandic fashion, you 
think of the style they embody” While many brands have claimed the 
throne of traditional Icelandic style, perhaps no brand has done it so 
luxuriously as Farmers Market. With references to the past wrapped 
up in modern silhouettes and opulent fabrics, Farmers Market serves 
up traditional Scandinavian fashion for the modern age.

Runner-Up

Húrra Reykjavík
Hverfisgata 18a
“Húrra is my number one for everyday 
wear. Whatever I need, they are going 
to have it,” said one panellist. “I can 
trust their taste.” The minimalist 

streetwear/athleisure store serves up 
a mixed selection of classic items and 
trendy cuts from both large brands 
as well as underground Scandinavian 
gems. 

Previous Winners
2021: Farmers Market 
2020: Yeoman
2019: Yeoman

Best Second-Hand Store

Hringekjan
Þórunnartún 2

Let’s give it up for Hringekjan for 
taking the 2022 first prize.. Similar to 
a consignment shop, Hringekjan is 
a space where people can rent out 
spaces to sell their own clothes and 
accessories. It’s the most eco-friend-
ly way to keep your closet fresh, 
which, in light of our current world, is 
something we should all be thinking 
about “I don’t know how they get such 
chic people to sell their clothes there,” 
laughed one panel member. “But they 
do! So if you want something groovy, 
this is the place to go. ” 

Runners-Up

Verzlanahöllin
Laugavegur 26
“It’s just huge,” one panellist raved 
about Verzlanahöllin, which, similar to 
Hringekjan, relies on people renting 
booths and selling their old wares. 
“They have a good layout and are al-
ways clean and organised.” The panel 
also praised the store’s Instagram 
activity, saying that they’ve seen items 
posted online that they’ve then come 
to the store to purchase.

Wasteland
Ingólfsstræti 5 
Walking through Wasteland feels like 
entering a maze of everything you 
dream of your closet being, from 
modern neutral staples to 80s-style 
statement pieces. For super á la mode 
downtown Reykjavík looks, this is the 
go-to. Seriously, Wasteland doesn’t 
follow trends, they set them.

Previous Winners
2021: Wasteland 
2020: Extraloppan
2019: Hertex

Best Place To Buy A Wool 
Sweater

Handprjóna-
samband Íslands
Skólavörðustígur 19

Once again—for the 10,000th year in a 
row—Handprjónasamband Íslands has 
taken top prize. Stacked from floor 
to ceiling with woolly goodness, the 
store offers sweaters in every colour 
of the rainbow. Every beloved lopap-
eysa there was knitted in the country, 
quite possibly by a loving grandma 
who also makes great kjötsupa and 
spouts valuable bits of wisdom. 
Because really, that’s the type of vibe 
you get from this place. How’s that for 
an authentic experience? 

Runners-Up

Farmers Market
Laugavegur 37 & Hólmaslóð 2
For an updated take on the Icelandic 
sweater, look no further than Farmers 
Market. Their designs transform the 
traditional lopapeysa into a fitted and 
distinctly high-street affair. Pair it with 
fitted trousers and heels and you’ll 
blend in at any Scandinavian fashion 
event. 

Magnea
Kiosk, Grandagarði 35
MAGNEA takes Icelandic wool to the 
next level, turning the touchstone ma-
terial into gorgeous, modern works of 
art. “MAGNEA takes Icelandic wool and 
uses it in a new way,” the panel deter-
mined. “She celebrates the legacy of 
the material, turning it into something 
high-end and wearable."

Previous Winners
2021: Handprjónasambandið 
2020: Handprjónasambandið
2019: Handprjónasambandið

BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2022

Shopping
Stop spending money on NFTs and buy 
some real shit
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NORR11
Hverfisgata 18

This homeware store is so gorgeous 
that it almost feels like a gallery or set 
for an elite Nordic drama. With a me-
ticulously curated selection, NORR11 
embodies the most delicate elements 
of Nordic design, full of pieces with 
such adeptness of form and composi-
tion that they almost elicit some ASMR 
tingles. Yes, it is expensive, but the 
shop is worth a trip for the inspira-
tion alone. This year, the panel were 
particularly impressed by the store’s 
collaborations with Listvál, which saw 
a new exhibition by Icelandic artists 
each month decorating the walls of 
NORR11.

Runners-Up

Mikado Reykjavík & Pastel Flower Studio 
Hverfisgata 50
If there was ever a store you just 
wanted to live at, it’s the Hverfisgata 
storefront of Pastel Flower Studio and 
Mikado Reykjavík. In one compact and 
beautiful location, you can get Pastel’s 
stunning, primal dried flower designs 
and Mikado’s earthy ceramics, refined 
lighting apparatuses, and more. What 
more could you want? Seriously, name 
something.

Hrím
Kringlan
Hrím has a certain je ne sais quoi 
about it that creates some seriously 
devoted customers. The store has an 
eclectic mix of neutral Nordic style 
design along with some OTT interna-
tional brands—a combo you don’t find 
in many places. We are fans of their 
products by Italian designer Seletti, 
who is as colourful and bright as they 
come. “Seletti is just the most fun 
housewares you could buy,” laughed 
one panel member. “Hrím is really 
good at finding funky stuff like that. 
I’m always excited to see what they 
bring in.”

Previous Winners
2021: Norr11 
2020: Kokka
2019: Geysir Heima

Best Bookstore

Eymundsson 
Austurstræti 18 

Eymundsson is a classic bookstore, 
offering up the newest in Icelandic 
and international titles. It has the 
rare characteristic of being perfectly 
curated for both locals and tourists, 
so if you’re a traveller looking for 
an illustrated edition of the Sagas, 
or a Reykjavík kid hoping to pick up 
the definitely-going-to-be-released 
upcoming Kingkiller sequel, this would 
be the place to find it. Notably, they 
stock all the English translations of 
the latest Icelandic novels, so next 
time you read about a cool book in the 
Grapevine, head there to pick it up. The 
café ain’t bad either!

Runners-Up

Mál og Menning
Laugavegur 18
If you’re not sipping a whisky with your 
beat-up vintage copy of ‘Ulysses’, then 
are you even reading ‘Ulysses’? Luckily, 
Mál og Menning has you covered in 
that department. There, you’re allowed 
to read a second-hand book while 
nursing a drink, which is probably the 
only thing about our current lifestyle 
that Joyce would approve of. Bonus: 
The interior is seriously spectacular. 

Forlagið
Fiskislóð 39
Forlagið is Iceland’s largest book 
publisher and you can pick up all your 
favourites at their in-house book-
store—and not only Forlagið titles, but 
releases from other local publishers 
as well. We stan a queen that works 
for the greater good of their industry, 
don’t we? Also, the bookstore is mas-
sive. Seriously. Don’t go in there during 
a fire.  But if you're reading a good 
book while it burns, we understand.

Previous Winners
2021: Eymundsson 
2020: Eymundsson
2019: Bóksala Stúdenta

Best Record Store

Lucky Records
Rauðarárstígur 10 

Lucky Records is the one-stop-
shop for anything Icelandic 
music. They’ve got it all: new 
titles, CDs, rarities, vinyl, cas-
settes, second hand 12", 7" sec-
tions, you name it! Notably, the 
store is very much in touch with 
the local underground. Basical-
ly any Icelandic release—no 
matter how big or small—will 
be sold there and trust and be-
lieve, their shopkeepers will 
know them inside and out. Yup, 
their staff is knowledgeable 
in that terrifying old-school 
record shop way, but don’t be 
afraid to stop in! You can always 
just ask them for their favourite 
new release and then just smile 
and nod. It’s guaranteed to be 
interesting—and potentially 
the next múm.

Previous Winners
2021: Lucky Records 
2020: Lucky Records
2019: Reykjavík Record Shop

Runners-Up

Reykjavík Record Shop
Klapparstígur 35
A place created by music nerds, for 
music nerds. Reykjavík Record Shop 
is a curated heaven—a collector’s 
paradise—full of the crème de la crème 
of music, be it contemporary or classic. 
They’ve got a polished vibe to suit the 
modern audiophile. In fact, it’s perhaps 
a good place to meet a partner if you 
are looking for a modern audiophile.

Space Odyssey 
Skólavörðustígur 22b
This second-hand hole in the wall has a 
well-curated selection of new experi-
mental, ambient, and field recordings. 
It’s definitely a niche locale—but if 
you’re into those genres, it’ll be the 
little slice of heaven you tell all your 
experimental/ambient/field record-
ing friends about. (Most of whom, of 
course, you probably met inside the 
store.)

Smekkleysa SM // Bad Taste 
Hjartatorg, Hverfisgata 32
Smekkleysa, located off Laugavegur 
in Hjartatorg square, brings a sense 
of danger, coolness and, of course, 
bad taste back to this city. Their goal 
is “World Domination or Death”, so 
if your idea of world domination is 
soundtracked by the Sugarcubes or 
Mínus, you’ll fit in great.

BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2022

Shopping
Stuff is better than money anyway
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The Library at 
Kópavogur

Hamraborg 6a, 200 
Kópavogur

The Library at Kópavogur is both 
a fine library as well as a fantastic 
adventurous world for children. 
Not only can they access another 
world through the literature, but 
also there is a whole ground floor 
just for the children with many ac-
tivities. What's more, children can 
read for trained dogs; the program 
is especially designed for children 
that have a hard time reading, but 
everyone is welcome. On top of 
that, if you want to write, there is 
an impressive writing workshop 
there, and has been there for years. 
Outside is a huge inflated jumping 
mattress if you get bored of writing 
or reading. And if you need inspi-
ration, look no further: Gerðuberg, 
one of Iceland’s most ambitious art 
galleries, is next door. VG

Borgarbókasafnið - 
Culture House Úl-

farsárdal
Úlfarsbraut 122 -124, 

113 Reykjavík

We’re taking a small chance here, 
but at first look, this library is out-
standing although it hasn’t been 
open for a long time. It’s part of 
the recreational centre in the new 
neighbourhood of Úlfarsárdalur 
and is open until 22:00 in the eve-
ning, meaning that it’s an excellent 
place to go if you want to play a 
board game or just clear your mind 
after a long day. But what we tru-
ly love here is that there is also a 
fantastic new pool outside, perfect 
after a long read.  
There is also a whole music studio 
there if you want to make your rock 
star dream come true. I mean, why 
not? VG

Grófin City Library
Tryggvagata 15, 101 Reykjavík

Since this library is the closest to 
Grapevine’s office, it has served as 
a refuge for our writers working 

behind deadlines on many occa-
sions. With six floors, the library 
is very spacious and if you’re lucky 
enough, you might get a seaside 
view. A nice bonus: the library has 
a decent record collection you can 
listen to on their record player. 
Also, Reykjavík Tool Library has 
a renting space on the first floor. 
	 Grófin City Library is a part of 
Borgarbókasafn, or the Reykjavík 
City Library chain. IZ

National and Univer-
sity Library

Arngrímsgata 3, 107 Reykjavík

The National and University Li-
brary is the largest and, suppos-
edly, the most advanced library 
in Iceland. It boasts a wide range 
of services and facilities, like spe-
cial study, work areas, and group 
workrooms. While the library is 
mostly used by students and ac-
ademia from local universities, it 
is still a public library, so peasant 
folk like us are also welcome to pop 
inside. IZ

Bookmobile
Multiple locations 

If a traditional library bores you 
out, but you still want to rent a 
book—make sure to check out the 
Bookmobile, aka ‘The Chief.’ The 
Bookmobile has its home base in 
Kringlan, and goes around the city 
every weekday between September 
1th and June 30th, stopping in 30 
locations. One can also pre-book 
the Bookmobile to visit your kid’s 
pre-school or other institutions. 
Maybe even your office? IZ  

SHOPPING GUIDE

Inside Reykjavík’s Best 
Libraries

Grapevine’s bookworms go on a library haul
Words: Iryna Zubenko, Valur Grettisson   

It’s not news that Icelanders like to read. It’s also not news that books 
in Iceland are damn expensive. Both locals and expats use a variety of 
public and university libraries around the country on a daily basis, and 
some even for work—isn’t a library the oldest (free) co-working space 
after all?! While we still have to go a long ways to be able to compete with 
Finland and splurge state budgets on Independence Day presents like a 
new fancy library (google Oodi if you have no idea what we are talking 
about), we do have some nice ones!.
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Best Grocery Store

Krónan Downtown 
Hallveigarstígur 1

Not gonna lie, this is our favourite category because wow, 
discussing grocery stores apparently sparks some really strong 
opinions! That said, this year’s decision was a breeze, as Krónan’s 
downtown location once again—for the second year in a row—was 
the unanimous choice. “After all the bizarre things that were in 
that space, it’s such a game changer to have Krónan there,” one 
downtown panel member said. “I’m so happy with it. For all of us 
who live and work downtown, Krónan has given us so much more 
freedom with our food.” The panel also praised its fantastic selection 
of vegan options—something that’s been sorely missed by the other 
downtown grocery stores. So  go cruelty free for dinner tonight. 
Krónan’s got you covered.

Runners-Up

Hyalin
Skólavörðustígur 4a
“Hyalin is a place that just elevates 
the whole of Reykjavík. It makes this 
city better,” one panellist emphasised. 
This French gourmet shop is already a 
Reykjavík fixture and a favourite of the 
panel. Quaint, well-curated, and, above 
all else, inspirational, it’s the type of 
spot that you stop by just to browse 
and then leave carting a bottle of the 
most luxurious imported mustard. This 
then naturally inspires you to finally 
learn the intricacies of the condiment 
and cook up a mustard themed feast 
which impresses all your friends. And 
thus—a foodie is born.

Melabúðin
Hagamel 39
For foodies looking for artisanal deli 
meats, fresh figs, rare cheeses and 
all sorts of unexpected, hard-to-find 
treats, Vesturbær’s beloved Melabúðin 
should satiate your desires. “You can 
get everything you need, everything 
you didn’t know you needed and if 
you’re lucky, you might even see Björk,” 
said one former panellist. They’ve since 
left the panel, but the quote is so per-
fect, we’ve opted to re-use it. Hope you 
don’t mind, Melabúðin. You’re an oldie 
but a goodie.  

Previous Winners
2021: Krónan Downtown 
2020: Krónan, Grandi
2019: Krónan, Grandi

Hidden Gem

Apótek Atelier 
Hagamel 39, 107

Apótek Atelier is quite new on the 
scene, but this small boutique has 
already made quite a splash, which 
is why the panel deemed it appropri-
ate to award it the coveted Hidden 
Gem award. Created by designers Ýr 
Þrastardóttir, Halldóra Sif Guðlaugsds-
dóttir and Sævar Markús Óskarsson, 
Apótek Atelier blurs the line between 
studio and store, functioning as both 
the designers’ workspace, as well as 
the place where one can purchase 
their wares. 

Runner-Up

Þula
Hjartatorg
Commercial galleries—places where 
one can directly support their favourite 
local artists (and get some cool art)—
are so important to our dear old city. 
And what’s better than Hjartartorg’s 
Þula? In its short time on the planet, 
the gallery has presented some of the 
newest, edgiest, and most talented 
artists in Iceland, from Anna Maggý to 
Kristin Morthens, always with a focus 
on elevating those left out of the more 
famous local galleries. We can’t praise 
this gallery enough, and hope that this 
award helps to bring it more attention.

Listval  
Harpa - Austurbakki 2 
“It’s just so well-curated,” one panellist 
said of Grandi’s Listval, a multi-purpose 
art space and store. “They’ve had a 
nice mix of very stylish artists and 
also up-and-comers, so for someone 
visiting Iceland, it’d be a great place to 
come and get really well acquainted 
with the local scene.” While Listval is 
anything but a hidden gem—just a gem 
really—for those in-the-know of the 
Icelandic art community, its location far 
off in Grandi means it’s often a missed 
destination.

Previous Winners
2021: Listval  
2020: Núllið Gallerý
2019: Nexus

Best Jewellery Shop

Orrifinn
Skólavörðustígur 43

Known for their sensual, raw, detailed 
and carefully crafted pieces, Orrifinn 
is a brand that manages to be at 
once timeless and distinctly modern. 
“It’s such an experience to go to that 
black house, look at their gorgeous 
work and then watch them make it 
right in front of your eyes,” enthused 
one panellist. “They are an institution.” 
another agreed. “Giving someone an 
Orrifinn piece really means something 
here. It’s a brand that’s full of love for 
Icelandic design and style.”  

Runners-Up 

Aurum
Bankastræti 4
Aurum is just beautiful. In fact, it’s 
rather hard to find a better word for 
the brand, which takes its inspiration 
from Icelandic nature and moulds that 
into delicate—yet sometimes harsh—
pieces that are guaranteed to be that 
piece of jewellery in your collection 
that everyone comments on. Their 
works also feel distinctly high end—like 
a rich widow on her third husband that 
spends her time wearing pearly claw 
rings and delicate silver chains. Tell us, 
what’s better than that? 

Kría
Aftur, Laugavegur 45
Based out of the United States, Kría is 
the brainchild of Icelandic jewellery 
designer Jóhanna Methúsalemsdóttir 
and her partner Paul Weil. While their 
flagship store is in New York, you can 
shop their sustainably-made and 
almost witchy works at Aftur. “That’s a 
go-to for me. They make hyper unique 
pieces that also seem to go with 
everything,” explained one panellist. 
“They also have a good philosophy, 
so you feel good about buying from 
them.”

Previous Winners
2021: Orrifinn 
2020: Orrifinn
2019:  Orifinn

BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2022

Shopping
Spend your way to personal fulfillment

Laugavegi 36 - 101 Reykjavik

Make(s) a Meal of it...

SandhoLt BakeRy

now open eveRyday 07.00 - 21.00



35
Th

e R
ey

kj
av

ík
 G

ra
pe

vi
ne

Be
st

 o
f R

ey
kj

av
ík

 20
22

Laugavegi 36 - 101 Reykjavik

Make(s) a Meal of it...

SandhoLt BakeRy

now open eveRyday 07.00 - 21.00
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Reykjavík is bustling with activities, from famous attractions to 
small hidden gems. And we have busted our balls, pushing our-
selves to our physical limits—have you seen how many mountains 
we hiked?—to compile this list of what you need to do to experience 
Reykjavík to the fullest (and most authentic). So, here are the win-
ners of our Best of Reykjavík 2022 Activities awards, all of which are 
recommended by our panel of locals.

Best Pool

Sky Lagoon 
Vesturvör 44, 200 Kópavogur

This pool combines three of our favourite things: hot pools, nature, 
booze and great settings. Wait, that’s four things... so scratch out na-
ture. Sky Lagoon is a man-made haven in Kópavogur City, carved out 
of the rocks with a view to kill for—and it puts all those natural hot 
pools to shame with its seven step Ritual™. Also, kids younger than 12 
are not allowed to enter, which is a plus if you’re looking to soak with-
out a soundtrack of children’s voices. And did we mention the bar?

Runner-Up

Vesturbæjarlaug
Hofsvallagata, 107 Reykjavík
Vesturbær is one of Reykjavik’s most 
bustling areas, and probably the only 
locale where you could bump into Prime 
Minister Katrín Jakobsdóttir, artist Ragnar 
Kjartansson, and a member of Sigur Rós 
on the same day. The pool is unique in the 
sense that it offers up pretty much any-
thing you’d need—an outdoor pool, big 
hotpots, a steam room and a particularly 
lovely outdoor changing area, which you 
should take advantage of in the summer 
months.

Newcomer

Dalslaug
Úlfarsbraut 122, 124 Reykjavík
Dalslaug is on the edge of the city of 
Reykjavík, and all around there is noth-
ing but wilderness. It’s so wild actually, 
that once we saw an owl just flying 
around overhead, looking for some 
mice to eat. So, it’s a given if you’re a 
Harry Potter fan—we’re not actually 
sure if Hogwarts had an outdoor public 
pool, but if it did, it would be Dalslaug.

Previous Winners
2021: Vesturbæjarlaug 
2020:Vesturbæjarlaug
2019: Vesturbæjarlaug

Best Artist-Run Gallery

Gallery Port
Laugavegur 32, 101 Reykjavík

You could perhaps call Gallery Port the 
dive bar of the Icelandic art scene—and 
we mean that in the coolest, most in-
the-know and loving way. This artist-run 
space, located smack dab downtown on 
Laugavegur, serves up gritty, unusual and 
eclectic art by people who will probably 
be famous one day (or already are). Stop 
by if you’re looking to enter some David 
Lynch-directed dimension. Note: It’s also 
one of the few venues where you can buy 
the brilliant art you see on the walls. 

Runner-Up

Kling & Bang
Grandagarður 20, 101 Reykjavík
The Marshall House serves up a number 
of brilliant galleries, but the artist-run 
Kling & Bang is a true standout. No 
matter what exhibit or installation they 
have on the roster, expect something 
ambitious and unique. Another amazing 
thing about Kling & Bang is that they 
play host to not only well-known inter-
national creators, but also to up-and-
coming talents. The space never ceases 
to amaze with its provocative, vibrant 
style and it is for that reason that it 
continues to be a not-to-miss space. 

Newcomer

Höfuðstöðin
Rafstöðvarvegur, 110 Reykjavík
Finally something for the influencers. 
Höfuðstöðin is the most colourful 
art space you can find in Reykjavík 
city. Incredible artist (and previous 
Grapevine cover star), Shoplifter, has her 
amazing hair sculptures on display in 
the museum and it’s nothing less than 
spectacular. Be prepared to be amazed.
 

Previous Winners
2021: Gallerý Port 
2020: Kling & Bang
2019: Gallerý Port

BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2022

Activities
Get off the internet already!

Best Gallery
Joint Winners

i8
Tryggvagata 16, 101 Reykjavík

There is no way around it: i8 is still the 
best gallery in Iceland. Over the years, 
it’s given us works from internation-
ally lauded art superstars like Ragnar 
Kjartansson, Elín Hansdóttir and Ólafur 
Elíasson, putting Icelandic art on the 
worldwide map and helping it stay 
there. Although it’s a commercial gal-
lery, it’s not a stuffy, hoity-toity spot—
expect to see conceptual cutting-edge 
museum-sized displays, rather than 
conservative and conventionally-ap-
pealing work. 

Berg 
Contemporary
Klapparstígur 16, 101 Reykjavík

Berg Contemporary has established 
itself as the go-to spot for contem-
porary art in Reykjavík. In their large, 
beautifully renovated space, lines are 
blurred between the conceptual, the 
abstract, the art and the functional with 
their installations and exhibitions. That 
may sound complicated, but what we’re 
trying to say is pretty simple: stop by. 

Runner-Up

Hverfisgallerí
Hverfisgata 4, 101 Reykjavík
Hverfisgallerí consistently impresses 
with a roster of brilliant exhibitions 
by young artists like Helena Margrét 
Jónsdóttir and Davíð Örn Halldórsson, 
among others. This gallery is (and we 
cannot emphasise this enough) ambi-
tious. Stop by for the best and brightest 
of the scene.

Previous Winners
2021: i8 
2020: i8
2019: i8
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Best Art Museum

Reykjavík Art 
Museum
Tryggvagata 17, 101 Reykjavík

Hafnarhús, the downtown branch of 
the Reykjavík Art Museum, is a cathedral 
to contemporary art that exhibits a 
constant conveyor belt of interesting 
international work. In 2020, they wowed 
with exhibitions from international 
heavyweights like Gilbert & George and 
Shoplifter to up-and-coming Grapevine 
favourites like Una Björg Magnúsdóttir. 
Check out their numerous rotating 
exhibitions as well as their shop—it’s the 
perfect rainy-day destination.

Runners-Up

National Gallery of Iceland
Fríkirkjuvegur 7
Listasafn Íslands (the National Gallery 
of Iceland) is a crown jewel in the Reyk-
javík cultural scene. This is where you 
go to see our best artists’ work, to fill 
your soul with something that matters 
or just to cross it off your bucket list. 
Just because it’s the oldest and most 
distinguished museum of them all, 
doesn't mean that they aren’t still the 
absolute best in the business.

Gerðarsafn - Kópavogur Art Museum
Hamraborg 4
Gerðarsafn is one of those hidden 
gems outside of Reykjavík. Located in 
Kópavogur, the museum offers a fresh 
take on Icelandic art and gives visitors 
an opportunity to meet and listen to 
their artists in their fantastic artist 
talks. It also has a coffee shop and a 
delightful garden. 

Previous Winners
2021: Reykjavík Art Museum 
2020: Kjarvalsstaðir
2019: Reykjavík Art Museum

Best Museum

The National Museum 
Suðurgata 41, 101 Reykjavík

Of Reykjavík’s many museums, one 
stands taller than the rest Iceland’s 
National Museum is a treasure trove of 
the country’s history, covering every-
thing from early culture to clothing, 
metalsmithing, religion and more. It’s 
well-curated and well-designed, even 
showcasing contemporary displays that 
connect to modern cultural waves like 
football and feminism. Trust us, it’s an 
amazing feat of a museum—somehow 
making silverware interesting while 
also displaying a baby skeleton. Creepy? 
Kinda, but we love it.

Runners-Up

Sjóminjasafnið/Maritime Museum
Grandagarður 8, 101 Reykjavík
Life is a salted cod. This is actually an 
Icelandic saying. So it’s pretty evident 
that Icelanders are first and last a fish-
ing nation, and man, we love the ocean. 
At the Maritime Museum in the west of 
Reykjavík you can see how the brave 
sailors of Iceland have endured in the 
tough North Atlantic sea. Not only that, 
the museum is incredibly kid-friendly 
with a tonne of fun things for wee ones 
to see and do.

Einar Jónsson Museum
Hallgrímstorg 3, 101 Reykjavík
If you know where the Hallgrímskirkja 
church is, you know where the Einar 
Jónsson Museum is. Einar Jónsson is 
Iceland’s foremost sculptor; there is a 
good chance that you’ve already seen 
his work, as half the statues around the 
city are his creation. An interesting visit, 
with a deep history. 

Previous Winners
2021: The National Museum 
2020: The National Museum
2019: Wonders of Iceland

Best Cinema

Bíó Paradís
Hverfisgata 54, 101 Reykjavík

The heart of Icelandic cinema lies at 
Hverfisgata’s Bíó Paradís. It’s the only 
arthouse cinema in the country and 
the premiere destination for those that 
want to see Icelandic films with English 
subtitles. In fact, when it closed for a 
short time, it caused a city-wide panic, 
culminating in a popular movement to 
revive it. Thankfully, it’s back, and just 
as great as ever. We are very excited to 
see what their future holds and hope 
it includes the cult nights and party 
screenings the theatre is known for. 

Runners-Up

Háskólabíó 
Hagatorg, 107 Reykjavík 
Háskólabíó, located in the west of 
Reykjavík, showcases worldwide block-
busters as well as local Icelandic films 
(check online to confirm the availability 
of English subtitles). It’s a cosy location 
within walking distance from down-
town that’ll satiate your desire for the 
whole popcorn-Avengers experience. 

Smárabíó  
Smáralind, Kópavogur
We’re fans of Smárabíó for two 
reasons: it’s easily accessible by bus 
and it offers an unbeatable VIP luxury 
experience, where you can recline 
on cushy chairs with some room 
to groove while you munch on your 
nachos. Seriously—if you’re looking 
for Big Movie Energy, it's here.

Previous Winners
2021: Bíó Paradís 
2020: Smárabíó
2019:  Bíó Paradís

Best Tech Exhibition 

FlyOver Iceland 
Fiskislóð 43, 101 Reykjavík

This VR experience took the city by 
storm in 2019, with as many Icelanders 
lining up for a bird’s eye view of the 
country as tourists. On this virtual 
ride, soar over glaciers, mountains, 
lava fields and more—complete with 
fresh mountain air and Iceland’s varied 
scents—all from the comfort of an 
amusement ride seat. Now, no matter 
the season or weather, you can tell 
all your friends you saw the Northern 
Lights.

Runners-Up

Wonders of Iceland 
Perlan
If stormy weather blows your glacier 
trip off course, visit the Wonders of 
Iceland museum in the iconic Perlan. 
The impressive displays include a man-
made ice tunnel, complete with frigid 
air temperatures and a selfie spot so 
realistic it’ll fool your Instagram follow-
ers. In the main hall, projected glacial 
vistas reveal how fragile these majestic 
phenomena are. 

Whales Of Iceland 
Fiskislóð 23-25
Whales Of Iceland consists of 23 life-
size models of the gentle giants, from 
gargantuan blue whales to a 25-metre 
long sperm whale. Meandering around 
the hall will give you a new appreciation 
for underwater life. It’s a whale of a 
time (sorry about that). 

Previous Winners
2021: Wonders of Iceland 
2020: Wonders of Iceland
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Best Day Trip

Geldingadalur 
Volcano
Close to Grindavík

The volcano series in Fagradals-
fjall were possibly one of the most 
beautiful natural displays in the world. 
The volcano spewed fire and lava for 
months, before finally petering out (or, 
so we think… keep an eye on the Met 
office).  But the freshly-cooled lava is no 
less spectacular and is still steaming 
eerily—the perfect backdrop for an 
enviable selfie.

Runners-Up

Guðlaug Natural Pool
Langisandur, Akranes
Why not swim in the Atlantic ocean? Too 
cold? We know. But, if you drive all the 
way to Akranes (okay, it’s not really that 
far), you will find a beach, with beautiful 
hot pools on two floors, and the roaring 
Atlantic in front of you. If you’re brave 
enough to take a dip in the sea, you can 
always warm up again in the pool. It’s an 
incredible experience and perfect for a 
family day out. 

Reykjadalur
West of Hveragerði 
Reykjadalur is only a 40-minute hike 
from Hveragerði, which is, coinciden-
tally, a 40-minute drive from Reykjavík. 
At the bottom of the valley, you will find 
a beautiful hot river where you can 
luxuriate like you're in a hot tub at the 
Reykjavík swimming pool. Pro tip: bring 
a towel with you and consider wearing 
your swimming gear under your hiking 
clothes if you’re too prudish to change 
in public and flaunt it all.

Previous Winners
2021: Geldingadalur Volcano 
2020: Reykjanes Bound!
2019: Snowmobile/ATV

For A Night Out

Tjarnarbíó
Tjarnargata 12

Tjarnarbíó was originally built as an 
icehouse,  but is now the super-cool 
downtown home of all types of theatre 
and performance. You can always 
trust that if something is happening at 
Tjarnarbíó, it’s worth seeing. We’d like to 
particularly applaud them as a venue 
for Reykjavík Fringe, allowing experi-
mental artists to take a big stage. Bravó, 
Tjarnarbíó. Bravó. 

Runners-Up

R6013
Ingólfsstræti 20, 101 Reykjavík
Bear with us here: this is not your 
typical venue. If you’re over 40, you 
might feel odd here—or finally just like 
home. The minds behind R6013 have 
held close to 100 events in a basement 
on Ingólfsstræti since they opened, and 
it is a vital bloodline between the lively 
grassroots scene in Reykjavík and, well, 
reality. Study the R6013 Facebook page 
for details on their next gig.

FÚSK
Gufunes, 112 Reykjavík
A group of visual artists have taken over 
an old warehouse and changed it into 
a cutting-edge music and visual arts 
space. This is probably the most excit-
ing venue in Reykjavík right now; this 
year, in addition to their annual rave, 
Buxur, FÚSK are also hosting design fes-
tival Rusl (Trash). It’s a pretty impressive 
space and a good opportunity to dive 
into the grassroots arts scene.

Previous Winners
2021: Iceland Symphony Orchestra 
2020: Iceland Symphony Orchestra

Best Place To Spend Time 
With The Kids (Summer!)

Húsdýragarðurinn
Múlavegur 2, 104 Reykjavík 

Húsdýragarðurinn (Reykjavík Family 
Park and Zoo) is the go-to place for 
Icelandic families on a nice summer 
day. It’s basically a petting zoo where 
you’ll find everything from seals and 
horses to reindeer. If you’re really lucky, 
the zoo might be nurturing a falcon 
or eagle, which you can visit before 
they’re released back into nature. The 
last time one of our writers went, a 
bewildered stork was being nursed 
back to health. The garden also offers 
an amusement park with a few rides 
like go-carts, a quainte little boating 
lake, and a drop tower.

Runner-Up

 
Elliðaárdalur
Kistuhyl 4, 110 Reykjavík
Reykjavík has a lot of small secret hide-
outs. Elliðaárdalur is of course no small 
place, but not many travellers manage 
to find it. There is a beautiful river and 
a forest and even salmon if you want 
to catch a fish—though you'll need a 
licence. But still, what other capital can 
boast a salmon river smack dab in the 
middle of the city area? 

 
Árbæjarsafnið
Kistuhyl 4, 110 Reykjavík
Hey, here is a newsflash for you nihilis-
tic monsters; the past is cool and really 
matters. Not only that, it can be incredi-
bly fun and entertaining. Árbæjarsafnið 
is a unique open-air museum, set up 
like a small village, with old houses from 
the 18th century and a good old vibe 
from the past. The museum is very en-
tertaining for children, and the houses 
are just something else.

Previous Winners
2021: Maritime Museum  
2020: Húsdýragarðurinn
2019: Tjörnin

Best Art Hall 

Ásmundarsalur
Freyjugata 41, 101 Reykjavík

Ásmundarsalur is everything you want 
all under one roof: theatre, art gallery, 
coffee house, and even a marketplace 
for new art made by young and interest-
ing artists in Iceland. It’s lively, offers 
fantastic art and atmosphere, and the 
house itself is especially beautiful and 
worth visiting. Plus it features a garden 
of—and we put this lovingly—unhinged 
sculptures by Ásmundar himself.

Runners-Up

Nordic House
Sæmundargata 11, 101 Reykjavík
Nordic House is a wonderful space, 
filled with top-notch culture every time. 
Of course, the focus is particularly on 
culture from the Nordic nations, but 
despite this specific remit all of their 
events and exhibitions manage to feel 
impressively diverse and inclusive. In 
addition, the building itself is beautiful 
and is located not far from downtown 
Reykjavík in a wonderful nature area, 
full of bird and plant life.

Post-Húsið Skerjafirði
Skeljanesi 21, 101 Reykjavík
If you’re young, wild, and tired of Hip-
Hop, this is the place for you. Póst-Drei-
fing is a grassroots ensemble that has 
been the source of  Iceland's best indie 
rock bands of the past five years, with 
Post-Húsið being their home venue. 
It’s bustling with indie kids filled with 
unrealistic expectations of the world, 
and absolute power to them.

Previous Winners
2021: Ásmundarsalur 
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Doing stuff is great!
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Mokka Kaffi 
Skólavörðustígur 3a, 

101 Reykjavík

Mokka is one of the oldest cafes 
in Reykjavík, and apparently the 
first one in town to get an espres-
so machine. It has been locals' 
favourite since 1958. Here, you 
can get the best combo—a cup of 
hot chocolate paired with their 
famous waffles. With or with-
out whipped cream? The choice 
is yours. Be cautious: by trying 
it once, you might get hooked. 
Mokka also often hosts art exhi-
bitions—overall, it’s a great spot 
to taste the vibe of old Reykjavík 
and avoid looking like a tourist. 

Plantan Kaffihús
Njálsgata 64, 101 Reykjavík

Plantan just opened its doors this 
summer, but it’s steadily gain-
ing popularity. This tiny coffee 
house is 100% vegan and offers 
weekly changing menus, includ-

ing a different soup every day. 
The place is located right next 
to the oldest swimming pool in 
town, Sundhöllin. Imagine this: 
soaking in one of many Sundhöl-
lin’s hot pots and then getting a 
cup of hot chocolate paired with 
Plantan’s baked goods on the way 
home? That’s definitely on our 
autumn to-do list! 

Pallett
Strandgata 75, 220 

Hafnarfjörður

This one lies a bit further from 
downtown, but it's definitely 
worth the journey. Described on 
Instagram as a “quirky little cof-

fee house run by two guys who 
like to bake and make coffee,” 
Pallett has everything a good 
cafe should have: homemade 
baked goods, curated vintage 
pieces and three types of hot 
chocolate, depending on how 
dark you like yours. Perfect for 
weekends when you just want to 
curl up with a book, a cup of hot 
chocolate and forget about all the 
worries in the world. 

Kaffihús Vesturbæjar
Melhagi 20, 107 Reykjavík

One more good coffee house 
right next to a swimming pool. 
Well, you just can’t go wrong with 

a cup of hot chocolate after a few 
laps in Vesturbæjarlaug. A few 
years ago, Kaffihús Vesturbæjar 
won a Grapevine Best Of Award 
as Best People-Watching Spot, 
and this remains true today. 
Treat yourself to their delicious 
hot chocolate and carrot cake 
while watching beautiful people 
pop in after a splash in the near-
by pool. Avoid rush hours (break-
fast) as it gets very crowded over 
the weekend. 

Systrasamlagið
Óðinsgata 1, 101 Reykjavík

If you’re craving a hot beverage, 
but would love to try a healthier 
take on hot chocolate, our advice 
would be to check out Systrasam-
lagið. This organic cafe, run by 
two sisters, wants to bring sugar 
and additive-free nutrition to the 
general public. Here you can get 
a cup of cocoa with perhaps the 
largest selection of plant-based 
milks in Reykjavík. And, if you 
are in need of a serious spiritual 
boost, why not try a cacao cere-
mony? Systrasamlagið offers two 
types of ceremonial cacao from 
Guatemala. It’s tasty and appar-
ently good for your health! 

GUIDE

The Reykjavík Hot 
Chocolate Crawl
The best places to warm up
Words: Iryna Zubenko   Photos: Áki Lind Árnason

Decadent, indulgent, topped with marshmallows or whipped cream… 
There’s nothing like a cup of steaming hot chocolate on a cold night. 
Luckily, Reykjavík has some great spots where you can cosy up with 
this warm seasonal drink. With the help of 101 resident and author 
of the @outandaboutreykjavik Instagram page, Áki Lind Árnason, 
we selected the best places in Reykjavík to get what Icelanders call 
a “heitt súkkulaði.”

Best Newcomer*

Book a table on brut.is

Best Seafood*
Best Brunch*
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