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The Official Tourist Information
Centre in Reykjavik

Internet and Phone Centre

Your Essential Guide to Iceland

The Centre is the key to a successful holiday in Iceland.
Great range of information, free booking service, Internet
and phone centre, box office, money exchange services,
souvenirs and much more.

Reykjavik Tourist Card

Your key to the Capital. The Reykjavik Tourist Card gives
admission to all the thermal pools in Reykjavik, public
transport, the National Museum, the Reykjavik Art
Museum, the National Gallery of Iceland, The Reykjavik
Zoo, discount of tours and much more. The card is sold

at The Centre, most Reykjavik
GREAT VALUE

hotels and other tourist centres.
FOR MONEY

Free Internet access for

24 HOURS 1.200 ISK
48 HOURS 1.700 ISK
72 HOURS 2.200 ISK

cardholders.

www.visitreykjavik.is

Need information on what to do in Reykjavik? Where to
stay, what to eat, culture, events, nightlife? Look no
further. Check out www.visitreykjavik.is, the information
is all there along with a detailed events calendar.

,n\ Icelandic Tourist Board
-af www.icetourist.is
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LETTERS

Complaints, criticism, suggestions, praise, money, anything at all: Contact letters@grapevine.is or send
your mail to: The Reykjavik Grapevine, Hafnarstreti 15, 101 Reykjavik.

Regarding the latest issue of
Grapevine, I want to thank you for
printing the thought-provoking
article on the decline of the Icelandic
art community. Even though I
probably fit in the category of people
and ideas criticized in the article,

I found it right on and, above all,
extremely well written. I myself
have had foul thoughts towards
belonging to this group of people
and am looking forward to moving
abroad soon with my band to explore
a different scene, a scene where we
hopefully get ignored and a scene
that forces us to do better to grab the
attention of our listeners.

After seeing the “Screaming
Masterpiece” doc, I realized all

the clichés and stereotypes of the
Icelandic art world. We've been
brought up so well that we obey
what we should be rejecting, this is
an art scene that favours capitalism
above idea exchanging and a scene
that fears the idea of taking a stand
or creating something that hasn’t
already been created.

Gylfi
(Member of Kimono and local

concert promoter.)

Thanks. Haukur Mdr wrote it. I just
extorted it from him. And didn’t pay
him well. Please, if you see him and you
like his piece, buy him a beer. If you see
him and you didn’t like his piece, buy
him some food.

Dear Editor,

T'am an avid fan of your English
newspaper. In reference to your
September 2004 issue featuring
‘Outside Reykjavik BORGARNES:
DEAD BALD GUYS AND A
SURPRISE APPEARANCE BY
BUSH article. I was so annoyed the
last paragraph of that article, the
charcoal painting of W. Bush.

Just want to make clarification

for that matter; that none of the
waitresses there at Dussa Bar in
Borgarnes owns a charcoal painting
hanging in the said Filipino
restaurant. The painter of that
charcoal painting was Rey P. Gines,
a Filipino cook in Hotel Borgarnes
who loves to waste his free time
painting. In fact, he is currently
finishing his David Oddsson
charcoal painting.

Being a Filipina, I was just
wondering where that Filipina
waitress got the courage and virtue
to boast and lie when we were taught
back home that ‘Honesty is the best
policy’. Wasn’t she ever taught by her
mother that all liars will go to hell?
Thanks a lot, more power to

GRAPEVINE!

advocates against liars

I'm a little unclear about who did
wrong, but you seem passionate about
this, so I'm running the letter. As for
the “all liars go to hell” business. .. is
that true? Man, I've got to think about

my life.

Wow, I have to say it.....

I have been waiting for an article
like this issue’s cover story for a
long time...... It’s exactly what the
Icelandic scene has been desperately
needing for a long, long time....
Haukur’s insight into “gargandi
snilld” was exactly what I thought
but couldn’t have put into words for
the life of me. You guys continue to
amaze me.....

Bo
(Musician and producer)

Cool. This really would pick up my
spirits if I didn’t think there was a
possibility I was going to hell. You see,
1 may have told some mistruths in my
past. About some paintings. Paintings
of GW.

Dear Grapevine.

Let’s look at issue 4 year 3, of your
lovely publication.

In an article by editor Cameron,
“Growing pains for the world’s oldest
parliament”, Hans Kristjan Arnason
complains that, “The sheer majority
in Alpingi thinks of itself as the ruler
of the country and it doesn’t have to
take any account of the minority.”
He goes on to say that one can claim
that democracy is in peril.

My dears. A parliamentary majority,
ruling a country, IS democracy.

Best regards

Oli Tynes
(Journalist, St6 2)

Thank you for the response and for the
close reading. I openly acknowledge that
we have a long way to go, and that
criticism from our peers will help us. I
say this assuming that your goal was to
aid us and point out shortcomings.

That said, perbaps the article to which
you refer reflects more a difference in
the understanding of journalism and
democracy.

For example, when I write an article
and use quotes from those involved

in the political process, I include
quotes from people with whom I don’t
necessarily agree. If someone I quote
makes a logical error, I feel that is part
of the story. The readers can decide for
themselves how valid that source is
based on all the facts presented.

As you are a_journalist and interested
in government, I feel I should clear
something up: a parliamentary
majority ruling a country does not
equal democracy. As students of high
school Ciics classes across America

can tell you, many countries hold
elections and have parliaments but
then those parliaments don’t actually do
anything. They are restricted by another
authority.

Democracy is a complicated concept.
Typically, democracies are judged

by how transparent the decision-
making processes are, and by who truly
influences decisions. This is where the
press plays a role: if they report on the
actions of elected officials and, say,
people who donate heavily to those
officials, they can help inform the

citizens.

In fact, Mr. Arnason was referring
to the modern Liberal Democracy,
which is expected to use a constitution
to protect from the “Tyranny of the
Majority”, another fundamental
concept that one learns in high school
Ciics classes.

M. Arnason complains that in a
country where 85% of the population
disagrees with involvement in the

war in Iraq, he can’t get a reasonable
investigation into how two people could
decide the nation of Iceland should go to

war anyway.

1 think his concern is understandable.
1 think your lack of understanding of a
Sfundamental concept of Western society
15 less so.

Dear Madam/Sir,

I've just returned from my tourist
experience in your beautiful Iceland.
I actually won a holiday in a
national UK competition and as I
had always yearned to see Iceland

I chose to go there. I had wanted

to travel by the cruise liner from
Orkney up to The Shetlands and
cross through The Faroes but my
travel agent was having none of

it and so I did the 3 flights from
Kirkwall to Glasgow, then from
Stansted to Reykjavik. It wasn’t easy
especially as there are two Glasgow
airports (travellers beware) and my
husband (who had never been abroad
before) and I ended up at the wrong
one. We had to get up at 3am to get
a taxi to Prestwick, Glasgow. Mad!
We arrived at our Iceland hotel at
midnight then pushed ourselves to
do one of the tourist excursions the
next day. Well worth the money! Sat
in a bus: the tour guide does all the
work and the talking and represents
the people of Iceland well. Lots of
convenience and feeding breaks too.
All important when you’re past 50!

I loved the long long days, and the
drinking water and the fast flush
toilets and the clever green ways. 1
was scared by the very idea of The
Hidden People ‘cause them elves
can be damn ugly. I appreciated the
graffiti everywhere. I loved sculptures
all over the place and found the
horse meat absolutely delicious.
Thank you, Iceland.

Sincerely, Gilli Miur

Orkney

Where did you get all this energy? Ob,
must be the horse meat. Mmmmm.
Horse meat.

WULFFMORGENTHALER

The doll had the perfect poker face

I1'm going crazy! The broad shows _nﬁ
She’s taking us to the cleansrs hersl

() wuiffmargenthaler. cam

see more at www.wulffmorgenthaler.com



Four newspapers,

twelve magazines,

no press
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Bart Cameron, Editor

We made a difficult editorial
decision here. Our planned

feature on the repercussions of

an oil scandal, in which the local
population was fleeced of billions
of krénur, which cost the mayor

of Reykjavik his position, has been
postponed. Our investigation so far
has shown that almost nobody who
profited from the price collusion
scandal has paid any penalties
whatsoever.

We had a few problems we thought
we’d share with you.

1) Few ministers or business people
will talk with the Grapevine on
record. In our investigations, the
ruling Independence Party, the most
conservative party in Iceland, openly
sympathetic to neo-conservative
politicians in America, is the

party least likely to go on record.

A conversation I had with the
American Embassy reminds me of
where the Independence Party may
be learning their habits. When I
asked if the US Embassy would be
interested in discussing policies with

a Grapevine reporter, I was told

that this would not be a productive
use of time. The ambassador, I was
told, prefers to speak to groups of
people. Which groups? I asked. The
meetings of the young Independence
Party and the Progressive Party.
Somehow, this makes sense to the
embassy. Speaking with a group of
100 people entirely sympathetic to
your views is better than speaking
with a reporter representing 80,000
readers. (We print 30,000, but
Gallup reports a high pass-around
rate. 80,000 is a low estimate.)

We worry that the policy of the
administration, both domestic and
abroad, of speaking only to the press
that agrees with you, will catch on in
Iceland.

2) The Icelandic media (with the
noble exception of the comedy show
Spaugstofan) has not thoroughly
investigated the oil scandal or the
insurance collusion scandal that

will make up part of the piece. The
media simply state that charges have
been filed. I realize finding leads
and sources is all part of the job, but
we are simply trying to report to

the English-speaking audience. It is
surprising to us that we have to do
first-time investigating.

3) We had others stories that were
more timely.

But this all brings us to a main
concern. The Grapevine is trying

to present the news of the day and
important tourist information to
English speakers and those new
residents who haven’t yet picked

up a difficult language. And yet,
when we want to report the relevant
information, we keep on finding that
none of the four newspapers, the
dozen magazines, or the television
and radio news have properly
investigated the news. Time and

EDITORIAL

again Icelanders are coming to us
for... shudder... legitimate news.

Months ago, I was sure the
Icelandic press hit its low point
when Fréttabladio ran a front page
story on a “Price War” between
Krénan and Bénus (the store that
started the Baugur empire; Baugur
being the company that owns
Fréttabladid.) That story included
such outlandishly inane journalism
as a “scientific study” in which
shoppers were sent to each store

to buy the same list of foods at the
same time. Everything on the list
was SOMEHOW cheaper at Bénus.
All this was front-page news—a
grocery store started a newspaper and
the top story was that the grocery
store was cheap. At the very least

of my concerns, below the fact that
the average Joe who chose to get
important news from the paper was
being denied information on, for
example, the fact that Syria had
decided to withdraw from Lebanon
in response to a large, mostly
peaceful protest, an event already

in the history books as the Cedar
Revolution, beyond the fact that this
major event was barely being covered
was the idea of how incredibly
subjective the paper was on the price
of milk and juice. Of course, I joked
at the time, had there been a paper
put out by Krénan, they could have
found a way to compose a similar
list that would have made Krénan
cheaper.

The answer to Iceland’s media
problems arrived this month, when
Krénan put out a newspaper. Iceland
now has four regular newspapers.
With four regular newspapers, you
can find out which of the major
grocery stores has a sale. You can
find out who drinks at Sirkus or
Kaffibarinn. What you can’t find
out are the following: who is making
key decisions involving business and
government policy? Why are they
making those decisions? How can I
affect those decisions?

The reasons for the atrocious
journalism in this country are many
fold. A clear reason is that the

newspapers are owned by people
who are best suited to keeping

their readership ill-informed. You
could cite the lack of a journalism
school, the fact that writing is rarely
taught in schools here, and the fact
that a limited number of trained
journalists have suddenly been spread
far and wide across something like
three times the number of writing
positions that were available only
five years ago. But in my discussions
with local journalists, writers for
every paper except Morgunbladid
hasveclaimed their editors insist on
short, vague articles.

There are four key stories that
we at the Grapevine would like to
see somebody in the local media
cover.

Here they are:

Could one newspaper explain which
major public officials got their jobs
immediately after a relative earned a
position in parliament?

Could one newspaper investigate the
Prime Minister’s inheritance? (For
visitors, the Prime Minister inherited
a great deal of fishing quota out of a
system he helped create when he was
Minister of Fisheries.)

Could one newspaper explain
Iceland’s current role in Iraq and
Afghanistan, and explain how the
investigation into improprieties on
the part of the Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister ended so quickly?
If they can’t do any of the above,
could one newspaper please interview
or profile one New Icelander... 2.3
percent of the citizens of this country
have immigrated legally; there are
many more foreign residents waiting
for citizenship, or simply living and
working here on temporary permits.
In reviewing the newspapers of

the last month, guess how many
mentions we found of them outside
of stories about their arrests?

All of these topics were covered
with more attention in Spaugstofan
than they were in the news media.

We're not asking for much, we
just want somebody else to do the
leg work, so we can relax and make
crude jokes.

Paul F Nikolov
Journalist & Online Editor

The End of Black-

and-White

T've received some interesting
feedback from the co-editorial I
wrote in the last issue, “What the
Hell is Going On with The Progressive
Party? Conservatives I know were
happy to hear I'd come around. As
one friend told me, “There is no
effective party on the left.” At the
same time, some liberals I know
asked me what on earth I was
thinking touting the Progressive
Party. “First you write that article
promoting [Progressive Party MP]
Siv [Fridleifsdéttir],” said one,
“and now you're siding with the
Progressives?”

To set the record straight, both
sides got me wrong.

I don’t live in a black-and-white

world. When I started writing about
politics some years ago, I left behind
the “for us or against us” mentality
and decided to enter any interview
I do with the assumption that this
MP/minister/public official that
I'm about to talk to is working hard
and cares about serving the public
interest. I give them the benefit of
the doubt and let them make their
case. The result? Sometimes they
actually are serving the public good,
sometimes they’re not, both to
varying degrees, but they almost all
believe that they're making Iceland a
better country. Very, very rarely have
I found that some MP/minister/
public official is just a complete and
utter bastard.

This is why I choose to report
with all the cards on the table

and avoid making black-or-white
statements when possible. On the
plus side, this keeps the public better
informed. On the minus side, you
end up pissing off one group of
polar-minded people or another.

Seeing the world in black-
and-white doesn’t serve the public,
it doesn’t serve democracy, and
it certainly doesn’t make good
journalism.

One high-ranking official from
an Icelandic ministry confided in me
once, “I think we’d be a lot better
off with a two-party system. We're
pretty much there anyway.” While
Iceland’s parliament may or may not
be headed towards polarization, the
public would be doing themselves
a disservice to adopt the same
mentality.
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ICELANDIC SALTFISH-MUSEUM
CAVE TRIPS

FISH MARKET

HORSE RIDING
CAMPING

HOTELS
FISHERMANS FESTIVAL

GREAT HIKING

HARBOUR
5 KM FROM BLUE LAGOON

CAVE TRIPS
BLUE LAGOON
iNDAVIK

Tourist Information
Icelandic Salt-Fish Museum

tel: 420 1190
www.saltfisksetur.is

Capuccino + smurd beygla + Oska j6gort ad eigin vali = 590 kr.
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PauL F NikoLov INTERVIEWS POR WHITEHEAD

{ $

Pride or Prejudice?

pPér Whitehead on Iceland and the Jews

bor Whitehead is a professor
of history at the University
of Iceland. He is the author
of eight books, including
Iceland in the Second World
War, a survey of Icelandic
foreign relations in the early
Cold War period entitled

The Ally Who Came In
From the Cold, and many
others. Dr. Whitehead’s work
was recently thrust into the
public spotlight when Prime
Minister Halldor jsgn’ms&an
was asked if Iceland should
Jfollow Denmark’s lead and
consider apologizing for its
policies during World War I1.

What led you to study this part of
Iceland’s history?

When I was doing my doctorate

in England, I interviewed a senior
Icelandic diplomat named Helgi

P. Briem, who told me the story of
Karl Kroner... Kroner showed up

at the Danish embassy one day [in
the 1930s], his head shaven, very
upset, saying that the Nazis had
arrested him and ordered him to
leave the country within twenty-four
hours. He wanted Briem’s help.
Briem had previously met a Nazi
named Dietrich von Jagow, who
had been bragging at a dinner party
that he was the Number Three man
in Berlin; that only Goebbels and
Hitler were above him. So Briem
contacted von Jagow, appealed to
his great ego and asked for his help.

Von Jagow avoided him and stalled
him for a while, then finally agreed
to help. But Briem also told me that
there was a stream of Jews coming
to the Danish embassy, asking for
help in getting to Iceland, and Briem
had to turn them away because it
was Iceland’s policy not to admit any
Jews to the country.

This information led me to
the archives of the Ministry of
Justice where I discovered that
everything that Briem had told be
was absolutely true. I then used
the material that I had found in
the archives as well as some U.S.
documents to publish an article in
Lesbok Morgunbladsins in 1974
entitled “Iceland’s Racial Policy”.

Were there any other ethnic groups that
Iceland had similar policies towards?
Yes. Black servicemen. It was in

fact one of the stipulations for
making a defence agreement with
the United States in 1941, that no
black servicemen be allowed into
Iceland. This condition was secretly
repeated when Iceland again made
the present defence agreement with
the U.S. in 1951. But one has to be
careful to bear in mind the smallness
of the population and the relatively
high number of foreign troops in the
country.

Why did you think Iceland's racial
attitudes were worth investigating and
writing about?

I thought it was an interesting
aspect of our history, a sort of taboo.
Icelanders, as other small nations,
generally regard themselves as
morally superior. Self-criticism is
not our specialty. People would like
to believe that they were never racist
instead of attempting to deal with

this part of our mentality. At the
time I wrote that article for Lesbdk,
an American naval officer had

privately confirmed to me that the
racial policy at the Keflavik base had
been pursued in some form up to the
1970s. He told me that it had been
his task to wait at the airport for
new servicemen to arrive. His orders
were to tell any black servicemen
that came off the plane that their
orders had changed; that they were
to get back on the plane and go back
to the U.S. After the rise of the civil
rights movement in the U.S. in the
60s, black Congressmen began to
put pressure on the U.S. government
to abolish this racial policy, and by
1970, it was beginning to break-
down - but not due to any internal
pressure in Iceland.

What sort of reaction did you get to your

article?

None, whatsoever, which is sad,

because there were still a number of

people alive who had been active in

our government and civil service in

the 30s, 40s and 50s, and it would’ve

been interesting to get their reaction.
But... there was a reaction

of a kind in 1990, an Icelandic

sociologist in Germany, Fridrik

Hallur Hallson published a doctoral

thesis on the Keflavik airbase and

Icelandic society. He intimated

in a very learned way that my

writings about Iceland’s policy

towards black people from 1951

was just a conspiracy hatched by

the military in Washington in

order to undermine the moral

fibre and national resistance of

the Icelandic people. But by the

time this was being published in

Iceland, the papers relating to the

1951 defence agreement had already

been declassified in Washington,
and surely enough, there was a
document proving that the Icelandic
government had made exactly the
same conditions as regards the entry
of black servicemen as in 1941.

This is what I had maintained in
my article in 1974, but at that time
the relevant documents were still
classified.

Are racial attitudes a part of the
Icelandic national character?
I do not think that any nation is free
of racial attitudes and prejudices, but
I think in the Icelandic case, it was
very much a product of 19th century
nationalism, which has long been
dominant here. We had the image
of ourselves as the great, heroic and
pure race. The authorities believed
they were protecting the purity of
our race and culture by their policies
towards Jews and blacks. The idea
that this was racism simply didn’t
sink in. Iceland was very nationalistic
even through the 60s and 70s and
still today nationalism is a force to be
reckoned with in this country. It has
its positive and negative sides.
Anyway, the image was
undoubtedly very much a part of a
national identity and upbringing,
and this is why I hesitate to blame
the pursuit of racial policies in this
country on one person. Some writers
have mainly blamed Hermann
Jénasson (who was prime minister
and minister of justice at the same
time) for these policies in the 30s
and 40s. While it is true he was
strict, Hermann was pursuing a
policy supported by other politicians
and probably the great majority of
the population. He was reflecting the
attitude of the nation as a whole. No
protests were heard in this country

‘SH E

from any side when a whole family
of Jews was to be deported to Nazi
Germany in 1937. On the contrary,
there were articles in newspapers
across party lines supporting the
racial policies of the Progressive-
Social Democratic government of
Hermann Jénasson.

Like Morgunbladid, which at the time
compared Jews to vermin.
There were some pretty ugly articles,
some very strong prejudices. You
can find out for yourself by looking
in the Icelandic dictionary for the
synonyms of the noun Jew; it also
means a stingy and cruel person.
Still, I think there is a danger
in isolating this issue. Certainly
Iceland practised anti-Semitism in
its immigration policy in the 30s,
but the whole world failed the Jews.
It is a fact that an attempt was made
in the last century to exterminate
the Jewish people and since then
the Jews have the strong feeling that
they have to take care of their own
security. No one will do it for them
in the end. This is very much a part
of the Middle East dilemma.

Were the nationalist tendencies the sole
reason behind Iceland’s non-inclusion
policy towards the Jews?
Not entirely. I can think of three
other reasons.

The Depression was going on
throughout the 1930s. There was
a great unemployment here, and
the country was supposedly closed
to all foreigners. But there were
Scandinavians coming here for work,
and Germans of “Aryan origins”,
too. At the same time, documents
show that Jews who wanted to come
here — even those who were bringing
money with them and would be
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financially independent — were
turned away.

A second reason is that the
government feared that by allowing
a handful of Jews into the country,
it would start a great and unlimited
flood of Jewish immigration. It was
common knowledge that hundreds
of thousands of Jews wanted to
emigrate, not only from Germany,
but later also from Austria and
Czechoslovakia. If ministers said
yes to a few Jews who sought entry,
they worried that they would put
themselves in a position where
saying no would become increasingly
difficult. However, the doors were
not entirely closed because about
40 Jews and political exiles from
Germany had found a refuge in
Iceland by 1940.

The third reason — and mind
you, I don’t have any documents to
back this up — I think, the Icelandic
government was afraid of offending
the Nazis. The Nazis not only
portrayed Iceland as a pure “Aryan
country” — Icelandic students were
welcome to study in Germany, and
Iceland benefited from trade with
Germany.

Iceland was trading with Nazi
Germany during the 30s?

Yes, even into the start of
World War Two. Germany was an
important trading partner of Iceland.

Didn’t Iceland consider increasing trade
with Britain or the US?

Yes, indeed, the Icelandic
government did everything it could
to expand trade with these countries,
but due to the Depression they were
restricting imports. We were on

the brink of bankruptcy. Then war
began, the British soon prevented all
trade with Germany and opened up
their market for Icelandic fish which
they very much needed. This was the
beginning of our greatest prosperity:
the war made Iceland wealthy.

But there were some contradictions in
the non-inclusion policy, weren’t there?
I suppose that many Icelanders took
the view that the Jews might be an
obnoxious people, but they didn’t
feel that this gave the Nazis any
right to maltreat Jews, let alone kill
them. But there was also a sort of
contradiction on the immigration
issue, because the Progressives
curiously criticized the Soviet
Union for not accepting more Jews
while praising other countries for
lifting some of their restrictions on
immigration. Again, a typical small
nation double-morality.

One must, of course, try to see
the immigration issue in context.
This isn’t just a question of black
and white — there are shades of grey
in it. It’s very easy to denounce the
governments of the past for what
they did, and we should indeed

denounce them for treating helpless

people in the way they sometimes
did. But one must bear in mind that
Icelanders were a population of a
hundred and twenty thousand people
in the midst of a great depression.
Moreover, we have to realize that

we have the benefit of hindsight: the
mass murder of Jews only started
during World War Two.

Hawve racist attitudes in Iceland
declined?

I certainly think so. It was a
gradual development. Iceland took
a somewhat different path from
that of other Western European
countries in its development after
World War Two — in some respects
we were quite a closed, heavily
socialized society, pursuing for a
while economic policies that remind
one of the Soviet bloc or the Third
World rather than the Western
World. Iceland of today has moved
much closer towards the integrated,
multicultural European community.
One only has to walk about in the
centre of Reykjavik for five minutes
in order to discover that Iceland is
very much a part of globalization.

By Paul F Nikolov

Sunday Times Shocked that Blue
Lagoon Doesn’t Cure Cancer
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The May 22 travel section of
London’s Sunday Times openly
mocked an Icelandic national
treasure with a full-page photo and
the tag line “This place stinks.”
The body of the text was a good
deal more cruel than the headline,
pointing out that the dressings rooms
“have all the charm of a municipal
gym” that the floor of the lagoon
feels like “uncooked liver” and that
“young men acting Germanically”
may be filling the lagoon with urine.
That this article caused a scandal
in the local media, points to the
double standard applied to much of
Iceland. As it happens, few native
Icelanders attend the Blue Lagoon.
They claim it is disgusting and

overly crowded—essentially the same
argument Susan D’Arcy made for the
Times. In fact, had Susan D’Arcy
lasted in more than five minutes,
(she points out that she didn’t), she
could have heard the many nasty
local rumours about deaths and filth
in the Blue Lagoon.

Where the Sunday Times goes
wrong is in its opening assumptions.
Ms. D’Arcy attacks the Blue Lagoon
for not being natural—*“it isn’t even
a natural volcanic spring”—and for
having other guests—“The blonde
[in the poster] might have been
gloriously alone; I was not.”

This seems akin to complaining
that at Disney World there really
weren't any flying fairies, as in the

Eﬂngrmmmions
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poster. Or, worse, that say in a trip
to Rio de Janeiro, there’s this big city
that you never see in the posters: “It’s
not even 100 percent beach.”

While there is something lacking
in D’Arcy’s argument, she has a
bit of a point. The Blue Lagoon
is extremely pleasant, and it is a
perfect way to complete or begin
a trip to Iceland—unless you're a
germophobe or Germaniphobe. But
the Blue Lagoon is not the be all,
end all of one of the most naturally
beautiful countries in the world, just
as Bobby Fischer is not the most
important historical figure here.
Some perspective on all sides would
be nice.

By Bart Cameron
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CoLuMNs

Eirfkur Norddahl

Giving a F9%$&
Less
—Isafjérdur Poet
on Local Politics,
Oprah and Pepsi

Whether I turn on the television, the radio, open
up the newspapers or travel online, the same questions
keep forcing themselves on me. These questions have
one thing in common: I never asked to spend my time
thinking about the answer. Most of the time, the answer
is redundant and the question useless.

Do I want Ossur or Ingibjérg to lead Samfylkingin
(Social Democrat Party)? The question is ridiculous in
its entirety. I don’t belong to Samfylkingin and not only
do I loathe politicians, I loathe any form of public debate
that’s shown its weary, sleepy-eyed, hippie-haired, horn-
rimmed glassy head since at least the day I learned to
read. Whatsoever.

Tilboo oskast
hamark kr. 340.000,-

\ A flytur

Public opinion is something that creeps up on you,
like a fierce telemarketer that just won’t take “Q6&$-off”
for an answer. And so I stand, pondering whether Ossur
or Ingibjérg is a better politician, without really even
having any grounds for a verdict. From afar they both
sound equally pathetic, with their smiles, vague opinions,
bleak attire and other political whatnots. Screaming at
the television doesn’t seem to make a difference, one way
or the other. Oh, you apathetic appliance, applying your
under-orgasmic apathy on my bare-fisted soul!

So what about Oprah, you might ask. Was
Svanhildur right when she said Icelandic women aren’t
sluts, despite their slutty behavior? So what then,
one might ask, constitutes a slut? Is the word purely
derogatory, or does it have its own meaning, namely
that a slut is someone who doesn’t regard sex as an
ever-holy means of transcending love through the use of
reproductive (and other) organs? I will frigging get off,
right, by any frigging means necessary.

And yet again, I look up from my newspaper and
ask myself the million dollar question: Why the hell do
I care one way or the other? This isn’t something I have
any time, or an inkling of longing, to make up my mind
about.

How would you rate the coolness of the latest Pepsi Max
commercial, on the scale from one to ten? I've literally been
asked this. Is this the best use we can find for the human
mind? I felt like throwing up down the receiving end of
my phone. But it doesn’t do any good.

At the best of times I've uttered the phrase that any
man can be master of his own destiny. That we’re all to
blame for our own fuckups, that guilt-free is a useless and
misleading concept. And yes, very well, I could turn off
my television, I have the god-given liberty to burn my
books and have my telephone line closed. To bury myself
a hole to live in, free from public, or official, opinion. But
something tells me I might be a lesser man for losing the
benefits of phone and press. And besides, they’d probably
just plaster their polls on the walls of mountains — zbe
rocks and stones themselves would start fo sing as the saviour
once put it — were I to abscond from the battlefields of
the Ossurs and Ingibjorgs of the world.

I don’t think it’s as much of a coincidence as it
first might seem, that the public debate articles in
Morgunbladio are right next to the obituaries. It’s all
about the dying. Ossur or Ingibjérg, you ask?> Whatever
happened to Leon Trotsky?
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Human Rights of
Paedophiles

Child molesters undoubtedly commit one of the most loathed and brutal
crimes known to humanity. Their photographs are front-page material for
local newspapers, so worried parents can keep an eye out for their children.
Steingrimur Njdlsson, the notorious, Icelandic paedophile who has spent a
quarter of his life behind bars, recently had such a front page dedicated to
him. Furthermore, a webpage with exclusive information on Steingrimur
opened on the Internet. There, his criminal record, which spans an
impressive 46 years, was published in detail. The page also contained personal
information on Steingrimur, such as his date of birth, current residence, his
parents’ full names, and of course, a recent photograph of Steingrimur. Those
responsible for the web page failed to identify themselves, but they did,
however, put forth a very explicit opinion of Steingrimur, whom they simply
called a “wretch”. Without a doubt, many Icelanders surely agree. Steingrimur
Njilsson has obtained deep-seated contempt as a result of his horrendous
crimes. But how far can we take our hatred for criminals like Steingrimur?
Have convicted child molesters forfeited their human rights?

Steingrimur Njilsson claims to have been subject to tremendous public
harassment for decades. In May 2003, two men broke into his apartment and
assaulted him. Moreover, he has been publicly attacked, his property has been
vandalized and he even claims to have had fireworks shot at him. Some may
find that a waste of a good banger. But can this sort of lynch-mob attitude
be justified? The answer depends largely on how we view paedophilia. Is it a
sexual fetish or, more seriously - a mental illness?

If we subscribe to the former theory, i.e. that paedophiles have a sexual
fetish for children, we’ll find it easier to understand why Steingrimur
Njilsson has been subject to harassment through the years. From the fetish-
perspective, he’s a man who can control his own actions and is therefore
responsible for them. The Icelandic legal system has thus far treated
Steingrimur and other paedophiles like other ordinary crooks and put
them away for periods at a time. This method has not been successful for
people like Steingrimur, who upon being released, has invariably gone back to
raping and molesting children.

In light of the latter theory, i.e. paedophilia as a mental illness, we will
find it hard, if not impossible, to justify public harassment and attacks of a
mentally ill person. In this context, it can be argued that both the patient (the
paedophile) along with the rest of the society, are being let down. This failure
takes place by not providing the patient with the treatment needed for him to
A) better control his illness or B) admit him indefinitely to a institution for
the mentally ill. At least it'd prevent more innocent children from falling into
his trap.

Regardless of whether we subscribe to the former or the latter theory
on paedophilia, it is a fact that human rights laws also apply to paedophiles.
They have a right to security of person and are protected under the law just
like the rest of us, which is probably part of the reason why the website
on Steingrimur Njalsson was deleted shortly after it opened. On the other
hand, it is high time we find a better solution for men like Steingrimur,
who has been sentenced for sexual violence 14 times. The public rage is
understandable, but should it be directed at Steingrimur himself, or at the
system that makes it possible for him to commit these horrible crimes over
and over again? Shouldn’t we be shooting our fireworks at the Supreme Court
instead?
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The country’s largest museum of cultural
history featuring a permanent exhibition
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settlement to present day.
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Medieval manuscripts - Eddas and
Sagas and other exhibitions cast light
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PauL F NikoLov G1ves us GRAPEVINE'S GOVERNMENT GUIDE

So where do they stand on...

1) Building
another
aluminium
smelter?

[ Leftist-Green Party: OrposeD
Believe further heavy industry would
harm both the environment and
other industries already in Iceland.
[ Alliance Party: Cautious
Alliance Party MP Agist Olafur
Agstsson told Grapevine, “I think
that we should be careful; look at the
possibility [of a smelter], and not say
no without looking.”

Ml Progressive Party: SUPPORTING
Minister of Industry and leading
Progressive Valgerdur Sverrisdéttir
has made building an aluminium
smelter in the north of Iceland a pet
project.

M Liberal Party: CauTious

Party manager Margrét Sverrisdéttir
told Grapevine, “We should be
careful and examine this slowly. We
don’t want to put all our eggs in one
basket.”

M Independence Party: Mixep
While they support the idea in
general, Independence Party
members in Sudurnes were unhappy
that the smelter could be built in the
north, and not in Sudurnes.

2) Making
their financial
records
public?

[ Leftist-Green Party: SUPPORTING
Financial records already available on
their website.

M Alliance Party: SurpoRTING
Financial records for the party and
individual MPs are open to the
public.

Ml Progressive Party: SUPPORTING
Progressive MP Jénina Bjartmarz
introduced the idea.

M Liberal Party: SuppORTING,

with conditions. The financial
information for the party is available
on their website, but, while willing to
release financial records of individual
MPs, they don’t see the point.

M Independence Party: OppOSED
David Oddsson has called the move

“unnecessary.”

3) Eliminating
the statute of
limitations
for sexually

assaulting a
child?

[ Leftist-Green Party: SuPPORTING
Went with the original language of
the bill (eliminating the statute of
limitations altogether), is now open
to the conditions proposed by the
Independence Party.

[ Alliance Party: SUPPORTING
Alliance Party MP Agiist Olafur
Agistsson introduced the bill.

Ml Progressive Party: SUPPORTING,
with conditions. Has taken the same
position as the Independence Party.
M Liberal Party: SupporTING,

with conditions. Has taken the same
position as the Independence Party.
M Independence Party: OppOSED
originally, currently supporting,
with conditions. Chairman of the
Parliamentary General Committee
Bjarni Benediktsson originally said
that the bill makes no distinction
between “minor” and “serious” sexual
assault of a child, then proposed
extending the statute of limitations
by four years.
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Who They Are:

The Leftist-Green Party

(Vinstrihreyfingin-Graent Frambod)

Guiding principles: Far-left, pro-environmental, anti-NATO, feminist.
Party Chairman: Steingrimur J. Sigfisson

Number of seats: 5

Registered members: about 1,400

Ministers: none

Strange but true: Party chairman Steingrimur J. Sigfasson, during a speech in
parliament about Iceland’s support of the war in Iraq, called Foreign Minister
Davio Oddsson “a slut and a coward.”

Website: www.vg.is

E-mail: vg@vg.is

Phone: 552-8872

Address: Péstholf 175, 121 Reykjavik

|
The Alliance Party (Samfylkingin)

Guiding principles: Left-centrist, social-democratic.

Party Chairman: Ingibjérg Sélrin Gisladéttir

Number of seats: 20

Registered members: about 20,000

Ministers: none

Strange but true: Rumour has it that many members of the Independence
Party registered into the Alliance Party just to vote for Skarphédinsson as
party chairman in the recent party chairman elections.

Website: www.samfylking.is

E-mail: samfylking@samfylking.is

Phone: 551-1660

Address: Hallveigarstig 1 (2* Floor), Box 160, 101 Reykjavik
The Progressive Party

(Framsoknarflokkurinn)

Guiding principles: Right-centrist; believes in fewer economic and
environmental regulations while strengthening the social system.

Party Chairman: Hjilmar Arnason

Number of seats: 12

Registered members: about 10,000

Ministers: Prime Minister Halldér Asgrimsson, Minister of Social Affairs
Arni Magnisson, Minister of Agriculture Gudni Agtstsson, Minister of
Health J6n Kristjansson, Minister of Industry Valgerdur Sverrisdéttir
Strange but true: Originally “the farmer’s party,” have ruled with the
Independence party for ten years.

Website: www.framsokn.is

E-mail: framsokn@framsokn.is

Phone: 540-4300

Address: Hverfisgata 33 (2" Floor), 101 Reykjavik

The Liberal Party (Frjalslyndir)

Guiding principles: Right wing, pretty much the same as
the Independence Party, with more emphasis on the rights of fishermen.
Party Chairman: Gudjén Kristjinsson

Number of seats: 3

Registered members: about 2,000

Ministers: none

Strange but true: Former Liberal Party MP Gunnar Orlygsson quit the party
to join the Independence Party, telling television news show Kastljésio that
he felt the Liberals had “strayed too far to the left.”

Website: www.frjalslyndir.is

E-mail: xf@xf.is

Phone: 552-2600

Address: Adalstreti 9, 101 Reykjavik

The Independence Party
(Sjalfsteedisflokkurinn)

Guiding principles: Right wing, believes in further privatization in all areas
of society.

Party Chairman: David Oddsson

Number of seats: 23

Registered members: about 34,000

Ministers: Minister of Fisheries Arni M. Mathiesen, Minister of Justice
Bjorn Bjarnason, Minister of Foreign Affairs David Oddsson, Minister of
the Economy Geir H. Haarde, President of Parliament Solveig Pétursdéttir,
Minister of the Environment Sigridur A. Pérdardéttir, Minister of
Communications Sturla Bédvarsson, Minister of Education Pérgerdur Katrin
Gunnarsdottir

Strange but true: Have been the ruling party of the governing coalition since
1991.

Website: www.xd.is

E-mail: xd@xd.is

Phone: 515-1700

Address: Héaleitisbraut 1, 105 Reykjavik
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Next Winter’s Food, Today

Sharks Land At the Harbour

We were just sitting in the
office, enjoying the view of
the harbour on a beautiful
sunny day, when Bart noticed
a crane lifting what appeared
to be an enormous shark off

the deck of a ship. Always first
to chase the stories that touch
us all, we scrambled down to
the harbour for a closer look.

A total of 19 sharks were being
taken off of three ships and loaded
onto an open trailer, and they were
enormous — about three metres long
— which we later learned was their
average size. The sharks had already
been gutted, but not beheaded as
they normally are. Arnar Pér, the
truck driver who was taking the
sharks to Bjarnahéfn in Snefellsness,
told us that 19 sharks is an unusually
large catch.

“Normally there will be one
or two, but I've never seen this
many,” he said. “To eat it like this is
disgusting, though. You have to let it
rot a little first.” And by “a little,” he
means until next winter.

We watched as Arnar Pér
strapped the sharks down, part of
which involved actually walking
on top of them. Unfortunately for
him, he was wearing only socks
and sandals. A misstep landed his
foot inside one of the sharks, which
resulted in a little swearing but no
injury. He also tried tucking some
unknown tissue back into one shark’s
body cavity, but with no success.
Hauling shark is obviously harder
than it looks.

Nobody fishes for Greenland
sharks on purpose. Kristjan
Salmannson, captain of the trawler
Hardbakur, was fishing redfish
southwest of Iceland when he ended
up hauling in five Greenland sharks
three days ago. Rather than take up
valuable below-deck storage, the
sharks were laid out on deck.

Stunned, we asked him to
explain the experience of having five
16-foot sharks spread out across the
deck.

Salmannson shrugged it off.

Of course you have sharks on deck.
“You should see it when we cut them
open,” he told us. “The liver is about
two metres long.”

We were hoping to see a

carnival-style shark weighing, but it
was not to be. As big as the sharks
were, Salmannson doesn’t get paid
for the amount of shark meat he’s
brought ashore — he gets paid per
shark. These staples of the winter
season aren’t treated very well.
Salmannson pointed out that the
sharks at the bottom of the trailer
pile were older: “See how their meat
is more yellow? That means they've
been sitting out longer.”

About this time, the pungent
smell of shark meat was beginning to
make us lightheaded. Bart repeatedly
pointed out that all the seagulls were
on the other end of the pier, whereas
usually when fish are unloaded,
seagulls try to get a bite or two.

A crew member jokingly
suggested driving the open trailer
of sharks down Laugavegur, and
crew, truck driver and captain alike
laughed. Then Bart suggested the
sharks be strung up to decorate a
stage for the forthcoming Iron
Maiden concert. Apparently, that
was going too far: the captain didn’t
find this funny, and simply waved us
goodbye as he walked away.

By Paul F Nikolov
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Getting To Know Them

The Country’s Most Famous Asylum Seekers Tell Their Story

Ramin and Jana Sana came
to Iceland in November
2003, seeking political asylum
from their respective home
countries of Afghanistan

and Uzbekistan. Their son,
Tomas, was born in Iceland
a little more than a year ago.
Their lengthy legal battle

to attain status as refugees

in Iceland has been well-
covered in the local Icelandic-
language media. What
Grapevine couldn’t help
wondering was, where were
the more banal questions that
flood typical interviews with
locals? Reading about Ramin
and Jana, and following their
saga, we realized we had no
idea what they were like as

people.

Tell me how the two of you met.

Jana: I was living in Uzbekistan, and
Ramin’s sister was staying with me.
Ramin: My family had a company
in Uzbekistan, and we often went to
Uzbekistan to work.

This interview is being done in
Icelandic, and I know you have a grasp
of English. What language do the two
of you speak with each other?

Ramin: We speak Russian. I learned

Russian by working for five years in
[Uzbekistan capital] Tashkent. We
also speak a little Persian together.

So what made you two decide to leave
Uzbekistan?

Ramin: After being in Uzbekistan
for four or five years, it was difficult.
Because I'm not Uzbek, I always
needed a visa. Sometimes they gave
me one, sometimes they didn’t. It
was expensive, and the government
was always causing some kind of
problem. I talked to my parents
about it, who were living in
Denmark at the time, and they were
telling us to just come to Denmark.

We've been told that no one picks
Iceland as their first choice of a country
to seek asylum in. Did you originally
you plan on going to Denmark?

Ramin: I thought about it. My
father said, “If you don’t want to be
there, come here. We have political
asylum here.” He spoke to Danish
immigration authorities about me
and they said I needed to go to the
nearest Danish embassy. At the same
time, I thought that while I wanted
to be with my parents, it would be
better for us [Ramin and Jana] to be
on our own.

Hence Iceland?

My parents asked, “If Iceland’s so
great, how come so many Icelanders
live in Denmark?” But in my heart I
felt it was good for me to come here,
to Iceland.

The both of you speak Icelandic very

well for only having been here less
than two years. How did you learn the
language so quickly?

Ramin: When we first came here,

a woman at the Red Cross asked us
if we want to learn Icelandic. We
said, of course we want to learn. We
want to get a good paying job after
all. So she helped out and after about
a week we started taking classes. It
didn’t cost us anything because we
were refugees.

Immigration authorities here aren’t
easily convinced that someone seeking
political asylum deserves it. Was it
difficult to convince the authorities of
your refugee status?

Ramin: Yes. We arrived in
November 2003. At that time

Jana was pregnant [with their son,
Tomas]. It was hard to convince
immigration that we were refugees.
‘We had someone at the Office of
Immigration tell us that they didn’t
believe we qualified for refugee
status. So again we went to the Red
Cross and they got us a good lawyer
who promised us that everything
would work out. He filed a case and
we won a one-year residency. We
just now got another two and a half
years.

T've known many immigrants who find
it difficult to adjust to Iceland. How
have you two been settling in?

Ramin: It was difficult at first; going
to school, studying, raising a kid.

Jana: But now we like it very
much. It’s a lot easier because we
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understand more Icelandic and have
a lot of friends.

There often seem to be limited
opportunities for immigrants. What do
the two of you ultimately see yourself
working in?

Ramin: I don’t know now. I have
to start at zero; to start by learning
Icelandic and then find whatever
work I can get.

Jana: T originally wanted to be a
dentist, and then a pediatrician.
Now it’s difficult to say. I have to
know the language better. But if my
language improves I would still like
to be a doctor.

Ramin: My mother taught medicine,
and my sister was in medicine, so

for a while I thought maybe I'd go
into medicine, too. Right now I'm
trying to become a math teacher. It’s
difficult because of the language. I
think if T was still in Afghanistan, I
would be involved with politics. My
father used to work with [Afghan
President Hamid] Karzai.

Hawve either of you thought of going
back to Uzbekistan or Afghanistan if

the situation there improves?

Ramin: We don’t think about going
back, but Afghanistan is my home
and I miss it, of course. If some time
in the future it calms down there,
maybe. But we don’t think about
that now. I would have to say that
the Afghanis are a very unlucky
people. First there was the British,
then Pakistan, then the Soviet
Union, the US, and now even Iran
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has become a problem.

Jana: We have family there, and we
miss them, but we’re a family now,
too.

Ramin: Things were great in
Afghanistan when I was about ten
years old. I really liked living there.

Hawve recent events in Kyrgyzstan
[where a popular and nearly bloodless
uprising caused longtime president
Askar Akayev to resign] given either of
you hope that democracy and stability
will come to the region?

Ramin: After the Soviet Union left
Afghanistan, my father predicted
that sooner or later, something like
this would happen. The president of
Uzbekistan thinks only of himself;
not of the people. If you work for
the president, or know someone who
does, then you can get a job. If you
don’t know anyone, then you don’t
work. You can see that. Kyrgyzstan
now is better than Uzbekistan ever
was.

Jana: If you're not in the
government, you can’t work. I saw on
the news just the other day that 700
people were killed [during clashes
between protestors and government
security forces in Uzbekistan]. This
is why people rise up — you just can’t
take it any more. It’s very upsetting
to me, too, because I still have family
there.

Ramin: Changes always come about
when people have nothing left to
lose.




The Dirty Secret Made Public

Sounding Off on the Attack of the
Reputation of Icelandic Women

Recently, an American talk show shed a light on our frostbitten,
beloved little island. The show presented no groundbreaking
information, it didn’t take a fresh angle, nor was it even original.

In fact, most of what the show’s host chose to focus on were well-
known facts and clichés about Iceland. Y’know, the usual stuff,
including the food that grosses everyone out (good old sheep testicles
never fail), our active night life, and our near-24 hour sunlight in
the summertime. It was almost surprising that Geysir didn’t get

a special spot on the show, that’s how standard and predictable it
seemed at a glance. However, this particular programme made more
than a few Icelanders act completely hysterical, write angry letters to
Morgunbladid (Icelanders need to be REALLY pissed off to write
letters to the papers) and even threaten to change their nationality.
The reason people took this TV episode so personally is simple:
Oprah and sex.

continued on following page.




Darty Secrets
Made Public

It is true that Oprah Winfrey has
an estimated 30 million viewers and
is one of the most influential people
in today’s entertainment. It is also
true that when it comes to Iceland’s
global reputation, sex seems to be a
touchy subject to its inhabitants. As
Icelanders, we have no qualms about
glorifying our unique landscape, our
fresh water, our clean air, our well-
preserved language, our sagas, or
even our performance in Eurovision.
We've survived volcanic eruptions,
pandemics, earthquakes and extreme
weather for centuries. No wonder
we're proud. However, when sex
becomes the topic of conversation,
we change the subject. So when a
hot, blond Icelandic anchorwoman
confesses that one night stands do
happen in Iceland (as do they in
the rest of the world), the shit — or
perhaps the rotten shark - hits the
fan.

The national psyche is perhaps
still healing its wounds from the
loss of prestige that it suffered
when our very own Icelandair
started marketing Iceland as a place
where beautiful women didn’t
think twice about jumping into
bed with just about anyone. The
offers to Britons to come and enjoy
a “dirty weekend” or even a “one
night stand” in Iceland caused a
public outrage in 2003. The Centre
for Gender Equality in Iceland,
along with the Icelandic Women’s
Rights Association, filed complaints
with the Equal Status Council of
Iceland. The complaints were later
dismissed on the grounds that the
British campaigns were outside of
the committee’s jurisdiction. But
the point had been made clear, and
Icelandair’s dirty campaigns were
history. What few people know is
that tourism to Iceland had been
decreasing in the years of 2001 and
2002, by a worrisome 4-5% per year
(Hagstofan, the Icelandic Registry
Office). However, in 2003, tourism
increased by a good 17%. It is
impossible to pinpoint what caused
this sudden boost in tourism, but
knowing about the “Dirty Weekend”
ads, you get to thinking. Especially
given the fact that tourists from
Britain went from 44,800 in 2002
to 53,900 in 2003, which is a 20%
rise between years (Icelandic Tourist
Board).

The State

Maybe we have to go even further
back in history to find the wound
that makes the nation hypersensitive
to sex-talk. In World War II,
Icelandic women developed a
reputation of flocking around the

British and American soldiers who
came here. It got to the point where
the derogatory term “dstandid” (“the
state” or “the situation”) was coined
about the time when respectable,
Icelandic women turned into army-
groupies. Getting caught up in “the
situation” was spoken of in the same
hush-hush manner as STDs or
adultery. At the time, Iceland was a
developing country, and the soldiers
were wealthy and exotic compared
to the average Icelander. They had
rare and expensive things to offer
their sweethearts, such as chewing
gum and nylon stockings, unavailable
to the Icelandic public. As a result,
some of the girls may have developed
the dream of being swept away to
another country with more comfort
and luxury available to the average
consumer.

Whatever the cause may be,
most Icelanders are less than
thrilled about our reputation as
the “Bangkok of the North” and
the “Country of Sin” in other
parts of the world. The hot, blond
anchorwoman on Oprah, Svanhildur
Holm, has been publicly attacked
and criticized for furthering this
kind of attitude towards Icelanders.
But is it possible that there’s a grain
of truth to the claims made in the
Oprah episode? Many of the angry
letters and responses the show
provoked focused on the statement
made by an unidentified Icelandic
woman who claimed that Icelanders
start having sex at the age of fifteen,
adding that neither girls nor boys are
looked at as promiscuous for doing
so. Moreover, she claimed that sex
on the first date is “a pretty common
thing” in Iceland. The definition of
promiscuity varies from person to
person and is hard if not impossible
to measure, but the age of first
sexual experience and number of
sexual partners however, are easier
to calculate. Durex, the biggest
condom manufacturer in the world,
conducts an annual global sex survey.
In 2004, more than 350,000 people
from 41 countries took part in the
world’s largest ever survey of sexual
attitudes and behaviour. Those of
you who made a fuss over Oprah
may want to stop reading this article
right now. According to the survey,
we're not only young when we start
having sex, we're the youngest in the
world by far. Icelanders start doing
the horizontal mambo at the tender
age of 15.7 years (also confirmed in
an Icelandic survey by Jéna Ingibjorg
Jonsdéttir in 1998).

As a nation, we are two whole
years under the global average age
of 17.7 years. We're also half a year
younger than the next nation on the
list, being Germany at 16.2 years. So

yes, the statements made in Oprah
do have a hint of truth to them.
Furthermore, the Durex survey
proves that not only are we eager

to get started, we're also a nation of
sexual adventurers. We're the leading
country when it comes to vibrator
ownership, beating the global
average of 27% with an impressive
52%. Since we're so fond of our
vibrating buddies, it doesn’t come as
a surprise that Icelanders are also the
nation most likely to use sex toys in
the world, as 56% of Icelanders who
partook in the survey confirmed.
When it comes to number of sexual
partners, or as some may put it

— promiscuity — Iceland tops the
world average easily. On a global
scale, the average human being
sleeps with 10.5 different people,
while Icelanders do the hanky panky
with 12.4, placing us 5* on the

list after China, Brazil, Japan and
Denmark. The unspeakable one
night stand? Yes, we're top of the list
there as well, with a towering 71%
of Icelanders confessing to the deed
in the 2003 survey, compared to the
global average of 45%, (with only
Vietnam topping us at 75%).

When it comes to sexual attitude
and outlook, Icelanders surveyed
admitted another fact that may
cause some of the offended Oprah
viewers to go haywire, namely that
we're indeed very much a nation
that considers sex on the first night
of meeting someone. In fact, we're
one of the top three nations that are
willing to get down and dirty on the
first date, along with the Russians
and the Italians. So why do we flip
out when someone points out to us
the facts of the matter? How come
we publicly behead Svanhildur H6lm
and our Oprah-reps for confessing
that sex with strangers “happens” in
Iceland, when a whopping 2/3rds of
the nation confesses to it?

Active but Safe

Let’s just face it: Icelanders have sex.
According to numerous studies, we
start at a young age, have multiple
partners, use sexual aids and we even
have one-nighters. In fact, we're one
of the most sexually adventurous
nations on the planet, which may
have something to do with our frisky
reputation. Of course, this is not
true for each and every one of us, but
the surveys speak for themselves and
arguing with the results is not of any
use. What makes more sense is to
face our sexual behaviour and use the
statistics to see where we're at risk.
Today’s sexually-related problems
such as HIV call for responsible sex
lives and use of protection, both

of which Icelanders are aware of.
We're the nation who is most willing
to see our tax money being spent
on contraceptives (56% in 2004
according to Durex). Furthermore,
we take far fewer risks when it
comes to contracting STDs than
our Nordic neighbours. Shockingly
enough, Sweden and Denmark
share the dubious 1 place when

it comes to unprotected sex, with
64% of those asked confessing to
the deed. Norway, sadly, comes in
only 3" place, so we can be proud
of ourselves for lurking way back at
no. 18.

Surely, Iceland could’ve been
portrayed in a better way on Oprah.
Svanhildur Hélm claims she tried
to open the Oprah-team’s eyes to
the things she feels are important
about Iceland, such as our maternity
benefits, that the female workforce
participation here is among the
highest in the world, that over 60%
of our university students are female,
that virtually all Icelandic women are
wage earners by their own choice,
etc. According to her, the talk show
diva was not interested in any of
these things, strangely enough.
Svanhildur also claims that her
answers were edited to fit the image
Oprah wanted, in this case seemingly
the Icelandic, blonde, binge-drinking
slut who feeds on putrid foods. This
article will not take sides or discredit
either Oprah or Svanhildur, so it
is safe to say that we'll never know
what Svanhildur’s intentions were in
the interview, and we'll never know
whether Oprah has a disgraceful
editing style, either. All we can
be sure of is the fact that Iceland
has a lot more to offer than casual
sex, decayed testicles and drinking
sessions that last all night. Without
knocking the value of any of the
above-mentioned things.

However, by watching the show,
it was clear that Oprah wants her
viewers to feel comfortable in their
own skin. America was praised at
any given chance, and Oprah pressed
all of her guests to tell her what
they think of American women, and
especially, if they think that they’re
fat. When a Belgian woman on the
show confessed that she thought the
American dream was a bit overrated,
things took a different turn and
the atmosphere became decidedly
uncomfortable.

Ms. Berkers: “... and we think that
a lot of women have two jobs, work
hard, like the single woman, and,
you know, don’t have the glamorous

lifestyle.

Winfrey: Yeah.
Ms. Berkers: So we think the
American Dream is a bit overrated.

Winfrey: Oh, really?

Ms. Berkers: That’s what we--yeah.
Winfrey: Oh, see, we think we're the
luckiest women in the world. I do

think...

Ms. Berkers: OK.
Winfrey: ...that we're the luckiest

women in the world...

Ms. Berkers: Yeah.

Winfrey: ...being in the United
States. I think we’re very lucky and
very blessed. Do you?

Ms. Berkers: Yes, absolutely...
Winfrey: Yeah.

Ms. Berkers: ...because we're free
and...

Winfrey: Yes.

Ms. Berkers: Yeah.

Winfrey: Yeah.

Ms. Berkers: Yeah.

Winfrey: I think we're lucky and
we’re blessed here. I don’t think
we're balanced.

Ms. Berkers: Yeah, you put it--yeah.
Winfrey: 1 think we--thank you.

Ms. Berkers: Yeah.
Winfrey: Belgium produces 172,000

tons of chocolate a year?

Ms. Berkers: Yeah.

Maybe that’s where the secret lies.
Maybe Oprah doesn’t want to hear
about how lucky women are in

other parts of the world, such as
Iceland. Maybe Oprah wants her
viewers to sit happily ignorant in
front of their TV sets, praising their
self-proclaimed “land of the free”,
while receiving bizarrely skewed
news from other countries. Okay,

so we're sexually adventurous in
Iceland, and yes, some Icelanders

do eat rotten shark once a year

in the annual Porrablét. When it
comes to women’s empowerment,
30.2% of the seats in the Icelandic
national legislature in 2004 belonged
to women, while the in United
States, only 14% of representatives
were women (Inter-Parliamentary
Union). As a matter of fact, Icelandic
women’s good status on a global
scale has made the European
Council look to Iceland as a role
model for equal opportunity. A 2002
report from the Committee on Equal
Opportunities for Women and Men
states that a section of the Icelandic
constitution concerning the equal
rights of the sexes “bears witness to
an inalienable wish to elevate the
right of the individual to the highest
possible position in society.” While
amendments to the constitution have
very little to do with luck, this one
certainly leaves me feeling lucky.

by Pordis Elva Porvaldsdottir
Bachmann



15,7

Age of Icelanders when they start
having sex.

2%

Icelandic vibrator ownership.

6%

of Icelanders are likely to use sex
toys.

12,4

Average number of sex partners
per Icelander.

(1%

of Icelanders have one night

6%

Icelanders willing to see their tax
money spent on contraceptives.

* = World Record according to Durex surveys from 2003 & 2004

Svanhildur on Oprah

Much has been made about how an Icelandic journalist gave up the dirt

on the local private lives to the most popular show in America. What the
Grapevine took notice of is the following: that whoever runs the transcripts
for Oprah can’t figure out how Reykjavik is pronounced, that Oprah felt
Svanhildur’s “dirt” was average for America as well, and that Svanhildur went
on a talk show with the most weight-obsessed public figure in the world and
told her to chill out on the dieting.

Here’s the transcript:
Winfrey: Wonderful. Thank you, Thorunn. Mm. I think it’s fascinating.

Svanhildur is an anchorwoman on IBC Channel 2 in Reykjavik pronounced
Rock-a-vitch).

Ms. Valsdéttir: Reykjavik (pronounced Ray-ka-vitch).

Winfrey: Reykjavik (pronounced Ray-ka-vitch). Reykjavik (pronounced
Ray-ka-vitch).

Ms. Valsdoéttir: Reykjavik (pronounced Ray-ka-vitch).

Winfrey: Reykjavik (pronounced Ray-ka-vitch). Yeah.

Ms. Valsdéttir: That's good enough. Good enough.

Winfrey: No, Reykjavik (pronounced Ray-ka-vitch)...

Ms. Valsdéttir: Yeah.

Winfrey: ...which is home of the OPRAH show in Iceland. Now what I
found interesting about that--what did you-all find interesting about that
tape we just heard? For me, the most interesting was that there is no stigma

about being a single mom whatsoever.
Ms. Valsdéttir: No.

Winfrey: None whatsoever.
Ms. Valsdéttir: No. No.
Winfrey: It’s just accepted?
Ms. Valsdéttir: Yeah.

Winfrey: No judgment whatsoever.
Ms. Valsdéttir: Nope, none.

Winfrey: It’s not like you're less than the people who are married or not and

you...

Ms. Valsdéttir: No.
Winfrey: No>?

Ms. Valsdéttir: No, you don’t need a husband to have some kind of a status.
Winfrey: Who are you talking to, girl? I think I'm part Icelandic. Yeah.
And I never knew it until now. OK. Is it true that having sex when you first
meet someone is the norm? Is that the norm in Iceland, would you say?

Ms. Valsdéttir: It happens, yes.

Winfrey: OK.

Ms. Valsdéttir: T don’t think sex is that big a deal in Iceland, because, you
know, probably just about everyone is having it, so it’s not something you
have to talk about and be ashamed of.

Winfrey: Yeah, because everybody’s having it. Everybody having it here, too.
Ms. Valsdéttir: Yeah. Well, so why is it a big deal?

Winfrey: Why is it that it’s not such a big deal there, do you think?

Ms. Valsdéttir: 1 guess we're a bit liberal about things because we have a
much lower threshold for beginning new relationships. And you don’t have to
go on a date, number one and two, and perhaps on the third date you ask him
in. You don’t have rules like that.

Winfrey: You don’t have rules like that.
Ms. Valsdéttir: No.

Winfrey: I want to know what you guys think of us. When you're out there
to bars and you’re drinking and you've had a couple of pops, what do you say
about American women in particular?

Ms. Valsdéttir: Oh, you've got these absolutely fabulous television shows,
like, you know, practically every woman in Iceland watched “Sex and the
City” as the new...(Brief discussion of crappy TV shows.)

Winfrey: Do you like our celebrities? Like, OK, do you like Tom Cruise?
Ms. Valsdéttir: My sister loves him...

Winfrey: Loves. OK. Good.

Ms. Valsdéttir: ...but the new craze is “Desperate Housewives,” and...

Winfrey: Oh, it is for us, too. It is for us, too.
Ms. Valsdéttir: It’s just kind of a show that I think probably everyone can

relate to.

Winfrey: OK. But this is what I really want to know. When you all are
talking about American women, do you say we're fat? You're blushing, so that
must have come up at some point.

Ms. Valsdéttir: What I was going to say was that when I watch the OPRAH

show at home...

Winfrey: Yeah.

Ms. Valsdéttir: ...I always thought that you had make-up artists go over, like,
all the audience, because everyone always looked so great.

Winfrey: Yeah. Don’t they?
Ms. Valsdottir: Yeah, they do.

Winfrey: So you do say that we're fat, don’t you?
Ms. Valsdoéttir: Well, we have a lot of news coming from America in Iceland.

Winfrey: Yeah.
Ms. Valsdéttir: And we often have footage of obese people walking down the

street, people that are so fat that you couldn’t find a single person in Iceland
that would be that fat.

Winfrey: Yeah.

Ms. Valsdéttir: T've been watching a lot of American television for the last
days, and I think you have too many commercials trying to make you lose
weight, because I don’t think it’s the people that really need to lose weight
but just think, *Oh, God, I have an extra pound here or an extra pound here.
I have to lose it,’ because...

Winfrey: You think we have too much emphasis on weight? Is that what you
think?
Ms. Valsdéttir: Yeah.

Winfrey: OK. More of our world tour when we come back. We'll be right
back.
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Sumarskoli 2005

Summerschool

islenska fyrir titlendinga/Courses in Icelandic
stig1—5/level1—5
Framhaldsnamskeid / Advanced courses
islenska tal og ritun / spoken and written Icelandic

Stadur: Midbajarskoli, Hagaskoli, Mjodd.
Skraning / fullordnir: 06. — 28. jini
Skraning/ bérn: til 06. jini.
Stéduprof : 23. og 27. jtnikl. 17 - 19
Skolagjald: kr. 17.000.-

Morgunkennsla fyrir fullordna:

11. -28. jali, kl. 920- 1200 alla virka daga .
Gasla fyrir born péatttakenda er i bodi &
morgnana.

Kvoldkennsla fyrir fullordna:
04.—28.j1ali, prja kvold i viku: manudaga,
pridjudaga og fimmtudaga kl. 18 - 21.

Namskeio fyrir born og unglinga

6 - 15 ara (1.-9. bekkur):

11. -28. juli allavirka daga.

I}Iémskeidin eru Okeypis fyrir born.
Islenskukennsla:kl.ogee-1200
Témstundastarf: fyrir 6 — 12 ara,
(leikir, vettvangsferdir og f1) kl. 1200-160°,
Takmarkadur fjoldi barna kemst ad i
témstundastarfid og munu peir ganga fyrir sem
ekki hafa tekid patt i pvi 40ur. Peir sem ekki
komast ad verda latnir vita med fyrirvara, einnig
er bent 4 6nnur tomstundandmskeid & vegum
ITR.

Place: Midbzjarskoli, Hagaskoli, Mjodd.
Enrollment / adults: June 06t -28th
Enrollment / children: until June 06t
Placement test:June 23and 27that 17— 19
Schoolfee: kr. 17.000.-

Morningclasses for adults:

July 11th - 28th  at 920 - 1200 Mondays
through Fridays. Childcare is provided in the
mornings.

Evening classes for adults:

July o04th-28th three evenings a week:
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays at 18 -
21.

Courses for children, ages 6 to 15
(grade 1-9):

July 11th -28 th Mondays through Fridays.
These courses are free of charge.
Courses in Icelandic: Kkl.ogeo-1200
Recreation/summercamp: for ages

6 — 12 at 120°-16°°.

The recreation course in the afternoon is
available for a limited number of children and
those who have never attended this course
before will have priority, others will be notified
in time. Please contact ITR for alternative
courses available at {TR.

Nanari upplysingar / Further information :
Miodbaejarskoli, Frikirkjuvegur 1, 101 Reykjavik

simi: 5512992 netfang: nfr@namsflokkar.is

www.namsflokkar.is

NAMFLOKKAR REYKJAVIKUR - FRIKIRKJUVEGUR 1, 101 REYKJAVIK - SIMAR: 5512992 / 5514106 - Kt. 480269-7489 - FAX: 5629408

Netfang: nfr@namsflokkar.is Heimasida: http://www.namsflokkar.is
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Vikurprjon Ltd. Vik
Phone: (354) 487-1250

Vikurprjon/Vikwool Ltd., is located in Vik, which is the
southernmost village in Iceland, around 180 km. from Reykjavik.
The company is one of the oldest and best known knitwear producers
in Iceland. The production is extremely varied, but the largest part
involves sewing all kinds of clothing from the Icelandic sheep wool.
Vikurprjon uses traditional methods with the original colors and
national patterns as well as designing and producing clothes that

go with the latest fashion trends.

A tourist shop is situated at the factory in Vik, where all its products
are sold along with an extensive assortment of souvenirs.
Vikurprjon also runs a store in the centre of Reykjavik, called
Vik-Wool. Whether you are looking for a genuine Icelandic
souvenir or simply a stylish garment, Vikurprjon and Vik-Wool are
the places to start and end the search.

with every woolen purchase over Isk 6000,-

Vik-Wool
Hafnarstreeti 3, Reykjavik
Phone: (354)551-1250

from the people
who make them

he Handknitting
Association
of Iceland

e Skolavordustigur 19
tel.: 552 1890,
open weekdays 9-18
saturdays 9-16
Summer opening hours
see www.handknit.is

e Laugavegur 64,
tel.: 562 1890

e Radisson SAS,
Hotel SAGA
tel.: 562 4788

PURE NEW WOOL

e Mini Mall IBA,
Leekjargata 2,
open every day 10-22

IDA

www.handknit.is
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My favourite thing in stage fighting is
dying - it’s not that easy,” says Ine Camilla
Bjornsten, who organizes stage fighting
workshops in Iceland this spring. Ine Camilla
is a freelance theatre director and leader of
theatre group Teaterverket Lit in Tromso

in northern Norway. She is also a certified
stage fight teacher and actively working in
the Nordic Stage Fight Society. Now she is in
Reykjavik and eager to show Icelanders how
to kick some ass - on stage.

Sword Fights to Slapstick

Although stage fighting sounds like a form of martial
arts, it actually has nothing to do with self-defence. Stage
fighting is the art of physical conflict used in theatrical
productions, movies, television and historical festivals.
Stage fights can vary from unarmed combat to historical
sword fights and even to comic slapstick fights. There
are, however, clear rules in stage fighting. Rule number
one: Never poke your partner.

Fighting Safely
Besides being a useful skill on stage, stage fighting is

also a great exercise in body control. And most of all, it

Never Poke Your Partner

is good fun! Who wouldn’t enjoy a weekend of beating
up your partner? In her workshops, Ine Camilla focuses
on teaching falling, punching, and kicking as well as
techniques of working with a partner in combat. After
basics, there are, however, several different techniques
and weapons to train with. And of course, she will not
forget to show her tricks on how to make getting killed a
spectacle...

“Icelandic stage fighting will never be the same again.”
In Iceland, Ine Camilla’s ambition is to get an active
group of stage fighters together and into the network of
the Nordic Stage Fight Society. This would mean more
teachers and workshops, more skilled stage fighters and
of course more spectacular fights both on stage and on
TV. As a member of executive committee, Ine Camilla
is planning the society’s ten-year anniversary workshop
in Estonia this summer and hopes to get some new stage
fighters from Iceland to take part in that.

“Icelandic stage fighting will never be the same again,”
Ine Camilla laughs and finishes with her motto, “Thrust
me — I'm a stage fighter!”

For more information on workshops contact:
inecam@gmail.com or the Nordic Stage Fight Society:
www. nordicstagefight.com

by Piia Susanna Mettéld
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As a show on display at the Pjodmenningarhus (the
Icelandic Culture House) demonstrates, Icelanders
have had a significant impact in the American West,
with 28,000 descendants in Utah alone. Maybe this

is the reason that a recent film from Idaho, Napoleon
Dynamite, seems so incredibly Icelandic. Perhaps its
filmmaker Jared Hess’s dedication to landscape in
contrast with a closed and isolated society. Or perhaps
it’s just that the title character, played by Idaho native
Jon Heder, looks and talks exactly like one of Iceland’s
most famous exports, Bardi Johansson of Bang Gang.

Napoleon Banggangomite

‘
\H
s
!

The love interest of Napoleon, Deb, also bears a striking
resemblance to another famous Icelandic singer.

To see for yourself, rent Napoleon Dynamite, then
attend the Lady and the Bird concert, featuring Bardi of
Bang Gang, and Keren Ann.

Lady and the Bird. May 28, 8 pm. Icelandic Opera.
Part of the Reykjavik Arts Festival.
Napoleon Dynamite is showing at Hdskdlabio

by Bart Cameron
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24-HOUR SUNLIGHT? TIME FOR A MOVIE

You'd think after a winter of perpetual darkness and cold, you couldn’t
keep an Icelander indoors for another second come summertime. This is
not the case: in the summer, Icelanders flock to the movies for blockbuster
entertainment. While tastes in the fall and winter often lean toward cultured,
only the loudest of Hollywood popcorn movies stay in the theatres for long
during the summer. This summer, that means Star Wars, Fantastic Four,
Batman (filmed partially in Iceland), and War of the Worlds.
If you’re here for more than three days, we recommend stopping by a cinema.
Watch the snack runs, listen to the unusual laughing points that the locals
choose, and stick around to hear the lines Icelanders repeat after the movie.
In three hours, you can get more of a feel for the country than you can in a
weekend watching geysers.

Reykjavik throws a few kinks into the movie hunt. If you want to see a

comic book or science fiction movie, stop in at Nexus, Hverfisgata 103, and
they can set you up with tickets to special advance screenings well before the
movie hits the masses. If you want to sip a beer with your movie, Smarabio’s
VIP lounge offers a deluxe service for not too bad a price. And if you want to
see hipsters and artists reveal that deep inside they’re people/ Star Wars geeks
too, stop at 101’s favourite theatre, Regnboginn.

M by Bart Cameron

Nexus, Hverfisgata 103, 101 Reykjavik,

Tel. 552-9011.

Smdrabio, Smdralind, Kopavogur, Tel. 564-0000.

Regnboginn, Hverfisgata 54, 101 Reykjavik, Tel. 551-9000.

For times and listings, visit www.kvikmyndir.is and click on 7 bio”.

The Lobster House Restaurant has

earned it's reputation as one of Iceland's

best restaurants. Our menu consists of

Florman Guide to Furope’s Best Restaurants

variety of meat and fish dishes,

and lobster is our speciality.

Open daily: Lunch 11:30 - 16:30

Dinner 16:30 - 23:30

23
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HELGI GUDMUNDSSON
WATCHMAKER
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Laugavegi 82 - IS 101 Reykjavik
Tel (354) 552 2750/ 562 2760
Mobile (354) 862 4706
Email hallaboga@simnet.is

HALLA B GA

Pure Icelandic Design

Humarhiisid ® Amtmannstig 1 ® 101 Reykjavik ® Simi: 561 3303 ® humar@simnet.is
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CAFES

1. Café Roma

Laugavegur 118

Is the closest thing you'll find to a New York deli in town. A lively
cross-section of artists, students and office workers enjoy home baked
pannini and great coffee all at low prices.

2. Radhiskaffi

City Hall

With a view over the city pond, Radhuskaffi is situated inside the City
Hall. Coffee and great cakes as you enjoy the view. Free Internet access
for customers and, in the lobby of City Hall, you'll find a big 80m2

model of Iceland.

3. 6rdi Kotturinn

Huerfisgata 16a

Griai Kétturinn is across the street from the National Theater and
is quite small and very popular in the early hours of the day. A good
place to start a day the British way, with eggs and bacon and other
traditional breakfasts on the menu. The lunch menu is also inviting,
but somewhat pricey.

L

The best thing about Hollywood discovering comics is that devoted, hard-working
shopkeepers like the good people at Nexus are able to introduce Newbies to the
world of underground entertainment. If you’re doing any book or art shopping, the
Grapevine suggests you swallow your cultural stigmas and walk into this shop. After
reading the works of Seth, Daniel Clowes (author of Ghost World) or Warren
Ellis, all prominently on display at Nexus, you may realize that literature has been
redefined for the better. Also, if you need a light saber or Darth Vader mask for the
bedroom...we don’t think the staff will judge you.

Nexus, Hverfisgata 103, 101 Reykjavik, Tel. 552-9011.

GUIDE TO THE CITY CENTER

This pullout has all the information one might need, so for a safer journey,
pull it out and put it in your pocket.

4. Café Paris

Austurstreti 14

Situated in the heart of the city with a view over Austurvéllur, spacious,
popular and usually full in the afternoon, Café Paris is international like
the city it's named after.

In the mornings it is more quiet and a hangout for philosophers and
artists. Offers light meals and the opportunity to sit outside when the
weather is nice.

5. Mokka

Skélavérdustigur 3a

An Icelandic tradition since 1958, Mokka is the oldest café in Reykjavik
and the first one to make coffee with an espresso machine. The walls
are covered with art for sale and, though seats are usually filled by loyal
customers, every now and then you'll catch a glimpse of the owners, a
really nice and friendly couple in their seventies who have owned the
café since its inception.

6. Feng Shui
L 42b, by Frakkasti

4

Inside the Feng Shui house is a café called “Teahouse of the August
moon”. The café just recently opened and they serve organic cakes,
biscuits and the largest selection of tea in town. Try the waffle biscuits
and have a Kashmir tea latte.

~
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7. Svartakaffi
Laugavegur 54

Read the newspaper, have a cup of coffee, have a philosophical conver-
sation with your cigarette and enjoy the specialty of the house, soup in a
bread. Aim high, it’s not on the ground floor.

8. Tiu Dropar

Laugavegur 27

A very nice “grandma” style café. It’s not that apparent from the street,
being in on the bottom floor, but is actually bigger than it looks. They
serve traditional treats such as hot chocolate and waffles, but grandma is
also known to come up with new delicacies, such as the Snickers cake,
and you can even try her latest work in progress.

9. Kaffitdr

Bankastreti 8

Expanded and improved, this is the downtown store for one of the
country’s finest coffee importers. While anything here is good, the
specialty coffee drinks are truly remarkable: our favourite, the Azteca,
an espresso drink with lime and tabasco.

10. Te og Kaffi

Laugavegur 24

The downtown location for the other big coffee importer (see Kaffitdr
for the competition), Te og Kaffi hosts the nation’s best-trained baristi,
as proven in a recent competition. Newly situated on the sunnier side of
the street, this coffee shop has an ideal angle for people-gazing.

BARS & BISTRO

11. Sélon

Bankastreti 7a

Named after (in his own opinion, at least), Iceland s greatest man,
Sélon is a pretty crowded nightclub on Friday and Saturday nights. It
seems to have more lives than one, however, since in the day it’s a fairly
artsy coffeehouse and in the evening (weeknights) they have a decent
menu. You can get a three course fish of the day meal for under 2000
krénur, or try the delicious fish and meat mixed sticks.

12. Café 22

Laugavegur 22

Has recently undergone a major facelift. The top floor is now dedicated
to artist Jén Seemundur, aka Dead, whose Dead label can be seen on
quite a few people these days. Downstairs is a decent bistro (try the
Gringo), whereas the middle floor houses a dancefloor. Open until the
wee small hours, and a great place for a late night drink for those who
want drink along with a less trendy (and perhaps more cool) crowd. Be
warned, though, they do charge 500 krénur entrance after 01:30.

13. Kaffibarinn

Bergstadastreti 1

Kaffibarinn is Cool Reykjavik, or at least tries to be. Reykjavik prides
itself on having more artists per capita than any other capital in the
world, and the crowd here seem to be trying to prove the point, with
musicians, actors and writers ranging from the hopefuls to the world
famous. Blur's Damon Albarn owns a share of the bar, probably figur-

ing it was cheaper than buying
the director of the film 101 Re
in the film.

14. Sirkus
Klapparstigur 30

“Welcome to the Jungle/ We ¢
‘With tropical palm trees on th
welcome to the party that neve
ending any time soon. Usually
or want to be students of the I
musicians and other members
floor, for whatever reason, lool

15. Nelly’s
Dingholtsstreti 2

The cheapest beer in Reykjavil
drinkers as well as expats. Trou
covers though. In the weekend
large dancefloor on the upper f
midnight on weekends.

16. Vegamot
Vegamatastigur 4

Wants to be the inspot to be s
up, flaunt it and enjoy the view
there, and the fittest, or at leas
Kitchen open every day until 2
brunch. Try the lobster pizza.

17. Péstharinn
Posthisstreti 13

Situated by Austurvéllur, Pést]
treat. It is also one of few resta
service. Live Jazz once a week
menu they have, only 1490ISK

18. Résenberg
Lekjargitu 2

Perhaps the closest we have to
walls. People go there for conv
than dancing. The place tends
players include Outsider legen
band Misery Loves Company.

19. Grand Rokk
Smidjustigur 6

A place true to the spirit of Ro
covers. Better and lesser know:
less than three bands a night, f
admission or not is up to the b
starving artists. Grab a beer an

Gissur Gudmundsson
Owner of Tveir Fiskar
President of the
Nordic and Icelandic
Chefs Association

European Continental
Director for World
Association of Cooks
Societies

DISCOVER ICELANDIC
SEAFOOD

At the Reykjavik harbour

tveir fiskar

Treat yourself to Reykjavik's richest blend of
seafood by Our Award-Winning Chefs

tveir fiskar
At the Reykjavik harbour, Geirsgata 9, 101 Reykjavik
Tel.+354 511 3474 restaurant®restaurant.is, www.restaurant.is




drinks all the time. Another owner is
ykjavik, and the bar figures prominently

ot fun and games,” quoth the poet.

e outside and tropical heat on the inside,
r came to an end and doesn’t seem to be
full of regulars (many of whom are, were
elandic Academy of Arts) mixed with
of the city’s underground. The upper

s like the inside of a bus.

, with tends to attract more experienced
ibadours play on most weekdays, mostly
s a younger crowd comes in, and theres a
loor. The prices do, however, go up after

en, and succeeds to some degree. Dress
ras others do the same. It’s a jungle in

t the fittest looking, come out on top.
2. Specials of the day and weekend

arinn is a bistro prized restaurant, a rare
urants in Reykjavik with decent outdoor
ind check out the reasonably prized fish
. Try the plaice.

a jazz club, and old instruments line the
ersation and listening to music rather

to have jazz or blues type music. Regular
1 Mike Pollock and Tom Waits cover

ck ‘n’ Roll and bands that don’t do

1 Icelandic bands play there, usually no
our nights a week. Whether they charge
ands, but if they do, all proceeds do go to
d rock on! During the day this is a hang-

out for chess players, challenging each other and anyone that might
wander in here for a game, as every table doubles as a chess board. One
of the best places to meet locals for a chat, every night of the week.

20. Bar 11

Laugavegur 11

The rock hangout, be it live music or the riff-heavy jukebox. Many of
Iceland’s rock bands are regulars. Bands play and/or poetry is recited
most Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, A good place to come
down on Sundays, with a screening of cult films.

21. Hressingarskdlinn (Hressé)

Austurstreti 20

The celebrated site of one of the more famous coffechouses in Iceland,
this bar/ coffechouse/ restaurant brings a European flare to the city.
That is until about 11, when things get to rockin’, and you can see the
true character of Reykjavik.

22. Pravda

Austurstreti 22

Not, sadly, a meeting place for the communist party but somewhere
quite far from it. This location, which formerly housed Astré, has long
been home to bleached blonde babes and hnakki’s. It is perhaps the bar
in Reykjavik that comes closest to a Nightclub type atmosphere.

23. Koffi Kiltur

Hoverfisgitu 18

For those who grow tired of seeing nothing but palefaces about

town, Kaffi Kultur might be a pleasant diversion. During the day its
something of a hangout for the actors from the National Theatre, just
across the street, but in the evening it is populated by both new and
older Icelanders. They have multi-ethnic food and frequent concerts.
Wednesday night is tango night. Anyone can join in, but this is not a
place to learn as the regulars know their way around a dancefloor.

24. Prikid

Bankastreti 12

Used to be a traditional coffee house which has been around longer
than any but, after a change of clientele, they now cater to a younger
crowd. A diner during the day and a nightclub on weekends. You can
also borrow games there, such as backgammon or chess.

25. Rex

Austurstreti 9

A favourite hangout for Kate Winslet look-alikes. Rex is one of the
posher hangouts, dress code is not insisted upon, but you'll find yourself
out of place if you're too casual. Also rumoured to be a haunt for gener-
ous middle aged ladies.

26. Thorvaldsen

Austurstreti 8

Posh as the fifth circle of hell. That said, they make a mean Mojito.
DJ’s on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays. Arrive before 12 if you want
to avoid the queue Theme nights during the week, wine and cheese on
Wednesdays, Finlandia nights on Fridays and Sunday roast on, well,
Sundays. Civilian attire is looked down upon.

27. Gaukur d@ Sténg
Tryggvagata 22

Iceland’s oldest bar is now in it’s early twenties. During the day it’s a
pool pub and on weekday evenings there are live rock concerts by a mix
of mainstream and underground bands. On weckends there is usually

a lot of action with cover bands playing everything from Britney to the
Beatles. Admission is sometimes between 500-1000 weekends, but
usually its free.

RESTAURANTS

31. La Primavera

Austurstreti 9

Everybody laughed when we discovered a contemporary restaurant
that has its most notable influences from Northern Italian cooking but
using local Icelandic produce. The unique menu that results from this
combination features homemade pastas, risotto, gnochi, polenta and

a wide variety of the freshest vegetables, fish, poultry, meat and game.
The menu, the atmosphere and a comprehensive, exclusively Italian
wine list has made La Primavera a favorite among the locals. They
laugh no more!!

32. Tveir fiskar

Geirsgitu 9

Seafood restaurant, although they also do land-based animals. At
lunchtime you can have a three course meal for 2300, which isn’t too
bad, all things considered. The chef has been awarded the Medal of the
Order of the White Rose by the President of Finland.

33. Hornid

Hafnarstreti 15

Means “the corner” and the place lives up to its name. This is actually
the oldest Italian restaurant in town, celebrating its 25th year, which
says something about the scene here before then. Excellent quality
pizza, pasta and salads and yet remaining one of the more affordable
ones. Try the calzone.

34. Humarhisid

Amtmannstigur 1

One of the oldest restaurants in the country, this fine dining establish-
ment is known for it's humar (lobster), but also for an impressive
cognac loungue, and for intimate dining.

35. 3 Frokkar

Baldursgata 14

This is a restaurant that cannot be ignored. A very small place with

an atmosphere. Here you may enjoy the house specialties of Icelandic
traditional dishes prepared in the good, old-fashioned manner, includ-
ing catfish, shark, and whale steaks. And of course much more. If you're
lucky, Chef Ulfar Eysteinsson, the owner, may be present regaling the
clientele with wild whaling tales. Don’t forget to ask Chef Ulfar for
dark Icelandic pumpernickel bread with pure Icelandic butter, and don’t
forget to make a reservation!

36. Pasta Basta

Klapparstig 38

An affordable Italian place, the pasta is in generous portions and the
salad with grilled chicken is a good light option. The garden is nice,
with a glass ceiling protecting punters from the wind and the rain at all
times of year. Upstairs, the Blue Bar offers a more bar type atmosphere.

37. Tapas

Vesturgata 3b

For those with a bit of money and time on their hands, the evening is
well spent at Tapas, where you can vile away the evening having course
after course of wonderful miniature dishes served. Recommended is
the garlic fried lobster and lamb in apricot sauce. If you don’t feel like
getting up right away afterwards, there’s also a lounge to lounge in, and
the paintings there are worth a look.

38. Jémfriin
Lekjargata 4

In this global age, it can be hard to find good smérrebrsd even in

28. Dillon

Laugavegur 30

From the I've-just-been-to-hell-and-boy-am-I-pissed art on the walls,
to the hard rock on the speakers and steady-flowing whiskey at the bar,
Dillon is vying for the aggressive crowd. Now with two floors, though,
many nights it also provides decent seating for merely modest partying.

29. Glaumbar

Trygguagitu 20

One of the few proper sport bars in Reykjavik, so you can go and watch
whatever game happens to be on the TV screens. The establishment is
basically based around the bar, so you won 't have to go a long way for a
drink. Open until five, and has a reputation for late night partying

30. Litli 1jéti andarunginn

by Lakjargata 6B

Named after the HC Andersen fairy tale, The Ugly Duckling. The
Duckling is one of the very best places for a quict night, when even on
Saturday nights you can hear what your partner is saying. They have
recently expanded the place with additional room for seating, and have
food at lunchtime.

Copenh . Never fear: out here in the colonies you can still find first
rate smérrebréd at Jémfriin. They even import their own eel directly
from Denmark to make one of Scandinavia’s delicacies.

39. Shalimar

Austurstreti 4

Prides itself on being the northernmost Indian restaurant in the world.
How this affects the food, we don’t know as there are no comparisons
in town. The daily special, comprised of two dishes on your plate, goes
for roughly 1000kr. But we recommend the Chicken Tikka Masala,
known to be highly addictive. And if the curry gets to you, they have a
self service ice cone machine.

40. Tjarnarbakkinn (I3né)

Vonarsteti 3

Above the Idn6 theatre, so it’s a good place to go before shows, or dur-
ing if you prefer a more quiet atmosphere. If you sit by the window you
get a nice view of the pond. It’s not a bad place to try one of Iceland’s
culinary specialities, the lamb steak, one of those rare traditional treats
that does not come as a shock to the uninitiated.
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41. Nonnabiti

Hafnarstreti 11

‘The owner is a miser who charges additionally for everything, but

this is almost certainly the best junk food in the Greater Reykjavik
area. The subs are great, none of that Subway commitment to healthy
living, and they probably contribute significantly to the ever-increasing
“size” of the nation. They also serve burgers and sandwiches, and have
lunchtime offers.

42. Pizza King

Hafnarstreti 18

Yes, you can go here late at night and grab the best piza in town, but it
also hosts the best lunch specials, and food so good you'd eat it sober,
something you can’t say for most food in Reykjavik. Call in advance if
you're going during the day.

43. Purple Onion

Hafnarstreti 18

Stepping up Reykjavik’s diversity a notch, the Purple Onion serves up
Eastern European and Indian food fast. If you are as uncultured as we
are, just smile and say you're hungry, and they'll give you something
nice for under 1000 ISK.

44. Baejarins bestu

Tryggvagata

They claim to have the best hot dogs in town, and for once the product
lives up to the hype. Ask for one with everything, and you'll get a dog
in a bun with ketchup, mustard, remulade (don’t ask), fried and raw
onion. The standard Icelandic hotdog, only somehow it tastes better.

45. Hlélli

By Ingdlfstorg

‘Where Nonni used to work before he went solo, due to creative dif-
ferences no doubt. They have a somewhat larger selection of subs then
Nonni, and they also have smaller sizes for kids and weight watchers.
Brave souls might want to try the Gimmi-Batur (rubber boat), which
might seem like an oversized relative of the ever-present pulsa.

46. Eldsmidjan

Bragagata 38a
Oven-baked pizzas simply don’t get much better than this. It is slightly|
more expensive than other pizzerias, but well worth it. A wide selection|

of toppings, including that sorely missed pizza delight, snails. You can
also turn the chef loose and let him decide what goes on it - you’ Il
rarely be disappointed. Take away, order delivery, or eat in at the cosy
restaurant upstairs. The paintings are worth a peek as well.

47. Vitabar

Bergporugata 21

Actually a bar, but best known for its hamburgers. A burger with fries
for 500 is one of the best meal deals in town, but special mention must
go to the Forget-Me-Not blue cheese and garlic extravaganza. The
Viking beer always feels particularly cold and refreshing here.

.
48. First Vegetarian (A naestu grdsum)
Laugavegur 20b

Used to be called One Woman Restaurant, as there was always the
same woman working there. Has new owners and a larger staff, but the
theme is still vegetarian, with one vegan and one wheat-free dish al-
ways on offer. The only vegetarian restaurant licensed to carry beer and
wine. Remains on the right side of the 1000 krénur bill at lunchtime,
slips slightly over in the evening.

49. Dominos Pizza

‘Welcome to Iceland, home of the most profitable Dominos franchises
in the world. You know the taste. The number, for anywhere in
Iceland, is 58-12345. Go local and hit the global chain. Look by the
harbour downtown.

50. Reykjavik Bagel Company

Laugavegur 81

Situated a bit from the immediate centre but close to Hlemmur bus-
stop. Bagels, wraps and coffee that might make you feel better in the
morning than the more hardcore fast foods farther down the street.

THEY DO GIVE EXCHANGE TICKETS

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS

Useful for Emergencies

Emergency phone 112 fire, police, ambulance
Emergency Ward, City Hospital 24hrs. 525-1000
Doctor: 1770

Dentist: 575-0505

Directory information 118

Police: 444-1000

Pharmacies find your closest or call 118

Internet Cafés

Bleika dufan, Laugavegi 21, 101 Rvk, 517-1980

BSI, Vatnsmyrarvegur 10, 101 Rvk. 591-1000
Radhuskaffi, City Hall, 101 Rvk. 563-2169

Netkaffi, Kringlan mall, 103 Rvk. 533-2424

Reykjavik Travel Service, Lakjargata 2, 101 Rvk. 511-2442
Ground Zero, Vallarstreti 4, 101 Rvk. 562-7776

Useful Websites
www.icetourist.is
www.visitreykjavik.is
www.this.is/iceland
Www.grapevine.is

Car Rentals
ALP/Budget 562-6060
Avis 591-4000

Berg car rental 577-6050
Europcar 591-4050

SBK car rental 420-6000

Other Useful Numbers
City bus info, 551-2700
BSI bus info, 591-1000

Tel. 5629700 www.idno.is

OM z/kf"'

Huverfisgata 45
101 Reykjavik

phone: 561-1200
domus@simnet.is

Reykjavik has no trams, trains or subways, only buses. These yellow things can take you pretty
much anywhere in the Reykjavik area. It’s a slow system and you might have to change buses a
couple of times to get where you want to, though usually things run smoothly and on time. The
price of a single fare is 220kr for an adult (60kr for children under 12). If you are in town for more
than a few days, the nine ticket package for 1500kr would be a better deal. Bus cards valid for

two weeks, a month or three months are also available. You have to pay as you step on board and
it has to be the exact amount, unless you want to pay more for your ride. The driver cannot give
you change. You can ask the driver for a free, time-limited transfer ticket if you need two buses to
complete your journey.

THE EINAR JONSSON
MUSEUM

by Eiriksgmta, opposite the Hallgrimur
Pitursson Memorinl Charch

Ohpen:

Febr-May nnd Sepr. 16ah-Nov,
Saturd. and Sumd. 14-17

June-5ept. 15ih;

Daily except Monday 14-17.

Jan. and Dec. closed

The bus system is closed at night. You can catch your first bus between 6:40 and 7:00 in the morn-
ing, and last call is around 24:00. The main bus stops in Reykjavik are Hlemmur and Lekjartorg,
where you'll be able to get all the information you need.

The \\.II["IIL‘IL‘:! ganden s illlu.::.\ apen,
entranee from FreyjugataT.

L Cafedo
Rosenberxrg

Live music Thu-Sat

Cipen 2
MON - FRI 10:30 - 18:00 ;
SAT -SUMN 12:00 - 1800

MAN - FOST 10:30 - 18:00
LAUG - SUN 12:00 - 18:00

DAILY SPECIAL
550.- 690.-

INTERNET CAFE
FREE FOR CUSTOMERS

-
VIKING

beer
only 400.-

Laekjargotu 2, tel. 551-8008
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A Foreigner’s Guide to Drinking in Iceland

The first thing you need to know is, if you just arrived

in Iceland, you better have bought some booze at

the airport. Especially if you're visiting someone. No
forgiveness on this one. Still, if you're here, we guess you
have to deal. A large beer in a bar will cost you 600 ISK
(about ten US dollars) on average, but it is possible to
drink both cheaply and with quality in Iceland, provided
you know where to go.

Any night out involving drinking should begin with a
trip to “Vinbud,” also known as The State Alcohol and
Tobacco Monopoly of Iceland. A half-litre of Viking
beer, which in a bar goes for 600 ISK, is only 216 ISK

at Vinbud. Stock up here, go home, get your drink on
with some friends and then go out around midnight (the
bars don’t begin to get interesting until then anyway) and
you'll end up spending a fraction of what you normally
would on a night out.

For those who are more interested in quality spirits than
getting wasted for less, Vinbuid not only has a decent
variety of quality wines, but the price of a good European
wine is often lower than that of a cheap American wine.
For example, while 750mL of California’s Delicato
Merlot goes for 1,220 ISK, the same volume of France’s
Le Piat d'Or is only 920 ISK. That’s right: now you can
act like a Sideways-style wine snob without killing your
budget. Except of course they drink California wine in
that movie... and we just dissed American wine... ahem.
In terms of liquor, keep in mind that low quality spirits
often sell for about the same price as top shelf stuff: 700
mL of Smirnoff costs the same as the same volume of
Finlandia, 2,990 ISK. This is because prices for liquor are
determined by alcohol content and popularity, so you can
drink like an adult instead of a college freshman for the
same money.

If you need something particularly exotic, like sake or

absinthe (albeit hallucinogen-free), you should know that

B Vinbddirnar I

not all Vinbad outlets are created equal. You're more
likely to find more obscure products at the larger outlets.
For Reykjavik, this means either the Kringlan mall or
Heidrin, which is in the east of town.

If you still don’t find what you’re looking for, there is
one more option for those who'll be here for a while:
ordering. You can ask Vinbud to order any particular
beer, wine or liquor from any of the distributors Vinbud
already does business with.

Lastly, try to get to Vinbud during the week, as Friday
and Saturday afternoons will be packed with teenagers
buying so much beer you’d think Prohibition was
beginning in a week. Fortunately, they mostly go for
the cheapest crap they can find, so anything other than
Tuborg and Bacardi Breezers should remain untouched.

For more information on your alcohol options, plus locations,
you can check out Vinbild’s website at http.//www.atvr.is/.

Vinbiio at Kringlan
Mon.-Thurs. 11:00-18:00
Fri. 11:00-19:00

Sat. 11:00-18:00

Closed Sundays

Vinbiidin Austurstreti (downtown Reykjavik)
Mon-Thurs. 11-18:00

Fri. 11:00-19:00

Sat. 11:00-14:00

Vinbiidin Heioriin (best selection)
Studlahdlsi 2 Tel. 560-7720
Mon-Thurs. 9-18:00

Fri. 9-19:00

Sat. 9-16:00

by Paul F Nikolov

GRAPEVINE’S PURCHASES

THAT JUSTIFY EXISTENCE

Froken Reykjavik lighters Even if you're not a smoker or an arsonist, these
disposable lighters emblazoned with the words “Froken Reykjavik” (after the
name of the hotdog stand that sells them) and inexplicably, a high-heeled
shoe, make for some great souvenirs. And for 150 ISK, they’re quite possibly
the cheapest, too. Buy ten of them and take them home with you on the plane.

Friken Reykjavik, Austurstreti 22, 5512522.

The 10-11 Salad Bar If you work like we do, you don’t really get a lunch hour.

Or a lunch fifteen-minutes for that matter. How can you very quickly pick up

a giant pile of lunch food to take-away for pocket change? The 10-1I salad bar
(which also has pastas, meats, cheeses and even hummus) is you're best bet. The
smaller container — which is large enough to feed two people comfortably — goes
for a trifling 329 ISK. 10-11, locations all over Iceland.

The Green Card No, not the immigration kind — the bus kind! If you’re going
to be here for a few weeks and you don’t have a car, the green card is a must. For
4,500 ISK, you get unlimited bus rides for a month. Trust us: we've done the
math. The bus authority simply must be losing money on this thing. Gez them
while they last. Lekjartorg, Hlemmur or Mjodd bus stations, 7:00-20:00 every day.

200 ISK. It’s a win-win situation. Tiger on Laugavegur.

Sunglasses from Tiger It's not just about UV ray protection for your eyes for
200 ISK. It’s about looking like Tom Cruise, Andy Warhol or Joan Collins for

BUY SHIT

—— The Grapevine celebrates capitalism
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Icelandic Beer-Thule
Icelandic beer has a heavy, extremely
hoppy taste, similar to Carlsberg.
Locals prefer Viking Gullfoss

over Egill’s two to one, but many
Americans prefer Thule, which is the
most accessible of the local beers.

International Beer-Cobra

from India.

You can’t buy it everywhere in the
world, but at the Kringlan Vinbud,
pick up this outstandingly rich
pilsner. It comes in a small can, but
people will still respect you, cause
you're drinking Cobra.

Malt Liquor-Faxe 10

If you miss Olde English 800 or
Mickeys, or you just want to get
angry, grab the black can of Faxe.
It’s expensive, as beers are rated
according to their alcohol content,
but it also takes a long time to drink,
so perhaps that’s value.

French Wine-La Foret

The best deal in town, a classic
French Pinot for 1490 ISK.

Cheap Wine-Black Opal
Chardoney

An Australian wine priced to go,
1190 ISK.

Brennivin

There is only one. The traditional
Icelandic spirit is consumed in the
winter over heavy foods, typically.
But tourists should try it. Though
beware, it is strong.

Cognac-Courvoisier

V.S.0.P. Exclusif

The finest drink in the hip hop
world ain’t too popular in Iceland.
So you can drink and pass the
Courvoisier at 2320 ISK for 350 ml.
Seriously, this is a deal.

Whiskey-Jameson

All the superstars and musicians
in town drink Jack Daniels. But
Jameson sells at a much lower
price for outstanding blended Irish
whiskey. There simply is no cheap
bourbon in this country, so if you
didn’t bring it yourself, give up.

Rum-Havana Club

For Americans, Cuban rum is risque.
For everyone else, it’s a great liquor
at a decent price.

Landi (Moonshine)-Don’t
do this.

Once upon a time, many boys

and girls in this country drank
moonshine. Then they went blind.
Still popular in Eastern Iceland,
beyond the health risks associated
with drinking something made in
a bathtub, there is a severe social
stigma against landi. And the blind
thing is true. It also causes brain
damage. The unfunny kind.

by Bart Cameron
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TI've been telling foreigners that

the real thing to purchase during a
visit, the ultimate souvenir, is the
Icelandic haircut, the North Atlantic
hipster do. The fact is that Icelanders
take their hair very seriously. A large
percentage of the population insists
on regular fashionable haircuts.
Among the more than thirty
premiere studios in 101 Reykjavik,
none have a better reputation

than Raudhetta og Ulfurinn, the
independent studio that serves most
of the rock n rollers and good selling
artists.

I made the four block trip
to Raudhetta recently to find out
what goes into the perfect haircut.
The answer, there doesn’t seem to
be much a rule. My stylist, a part
owner of the studio who goes by
the nickname Grjéni, shrugged his
shoulders when I asked if there was a
hard and fast rule.

“Just look at the person
and at their head and style.”

And here we had a slight
problem. I walked into the hippest
studio in a hip city wearing standard-
issue Brooklyn-commuter English
teacher duds. Deep down, did I have
the style that might make for a good
haircut?

Lord knows. But I know
this, after five minutes looking my
hair over and talking to me, and after
a shampoo and rinse, Grj6ni had a
plan. He explained it. Then he got
the scissors ready. Then he stopped.
“It’s okay to cut? Just want to double
check.”

One thought occurred
to me as he began chopping away:

i

i

y

u

e

Raudhetta o Ulfurinn

BAR 11 | Laugavegur 11
Open 18.00—1.00 weekdays
17.00—6.00 Fridays and Saturdays :
for further information contact: 511 1180 or 663 7273
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Most artists and musicians I know
are neurotic nut-jobs.

So this is how a studio
serves neurotic nut-jobs. They
do things like talk about what
they’re going to do. They ask a lot
of questions. And they don’t do
anything that will make you nervous.

Opverall, a haircut at the
incredibly hip studio took about
an hour. During this time, I could
have learned about all the gossip
of friends, neighbours and famous
people. (I wouldn’t rate this too
highly, I was told that the staff of
Grapevine, which I think includes
me, hang out at a bar that I'd never
heard of before.)

While getting my
pompadour, I might have also simply
stared at the excessively attractive
young women filling the room for
haircuts. Instead, I asked Grjoni
about his career path, about fishing
summers to put away the money for
the hair studio.

By the end of it all,  had a
head of hair that looked better than
it had any right to, and I had a firm
understanding that Grjéndi and his
fellow stylists at Raudhetta could
probably handle any clientele that
walked through their door.

On my way out the door, I
suggested that the Icelandic haircut
might be the strongest local folk art.
It got me a 600 ISK discount.

Hreddingardkdlmn

Hressingarskalinn (Hresso) is a Classical Bistro,
located in the heart of the city at Austurstraeti 20.

Food is served from 10 until 22 every day. On Thursday, Friday and
Saturday nights, after the kitchen closes Hresso heats up with live
music. Weekends, DJs keep the party going until morning, with no
cover charge.

Icelandic
Fishbuffet

All you can
eat every night
inecl. soup, salad, salmon,

e memneed  Litli 9%

Raudhetta og Ulfurinn, Tryggvagata
4-6, 101 Reykjavik, Tel. 511-4004

by Bart Cameron

lioti
We also serve lunch and light ANDARUNGINN

meals during the day-all
at reasonable prices

RESTAURANT

Litli 1Ijoti andarunginn restaurant, Laekjargotu 3b, tel: 552-9815
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HUMARHUSID

“I saw your turnover, going to Cuba
in the autumn?”

“Well, you don’t jump around just
anywhere, if Icelandair doesn’t fly
there.”

“The owners have changed ...”
“The owners have changed but it’s
still about loyalty.”

“Air Atlanta?”

“I don’t even know if they have 400
seats. 400 seats are hard to find.”
“One plane only?”

“Well, if you're going to fly the
whole board over, you might as well
invite the directors and staff. And
if you're flying the whole company
over, then make sure you take your
most important clients as well — that
way, if the plane goes down, there
will be no harm to anyone.”

“I see what you mean.”

“Anyway, honestly, I think this take-
over will be the best deal you ever
made.”

The cover faces of Icelandic
business magazines seem to frequent
Humarhusid — the Lobster House
—and honestly, if I were a cover face
of an Icelandic business magazine,

I probably would as well. Ideally
located by Lakjargata, in one of
Reykjavik’s oldest houses (1838), the
place is elegant and cosy, the staff
friendly, the wines excellent and the
food might be the most adventurous
Icelandic fusion around.

Icelandic lobster, by the way,
seems to be excellent raw material.
Strictly speaking, my lobster expert
companion informed me, it is not
lobster, but langoustine: smaller,
juicier and with a richer taste than
the more common Canadian or
American lobster. Humarhusid
serves both in the improvised 5-
course menu (7,900 — 11,900 ISK
including selected wines with each
course) which is no less memorable

than the conversations in the parlour.

“Anyway, I'm going to California
next week.”

“Oh, and you’re taking the family?”
“Oh, no, I'm going for a vacation.
Gustaf, who left Kaupthing, has

a house there. He’s inviting a few
guys over for a week. Beach in

the afternoon, computer games

throughout the night.”

(If anyone can inform me whether
computer games are a codeword
for something really thrilling,

or if Icelandic businessmen fly

to California to hook up their
Playstations, I would be most

grateful.)

As an amateur in the lobster
business I was astonished. My
more experienced companion was

delighted.

Tips: Don’t wear a leather jacket,
they cause too much noise in the
leather armchairs and sofas. And
watch your head when walking
around the upstairs parlour — my
lobster expert companion and I both
got a mild concussion.

Humarhiisio Amtmannsstig 1

Tel. 561 3303

‘S'H

Under ISK1000

Between ISK 2500 and ISK 4000

DINING, EATING & GRUBBING

Reviews by Haukur Mar Helgason

Between ISK 1000 and ISK 2500

Over ISK 4000

Eldsmidjan was one of the country’s
first pizzerias, a sensation when

it opened 18 years ago in the

city centre. They seem to have
established a whole generation of old
fans, and my companion was one of
those — stunned to see that the place
has grown two floors, so you can
actually sit and eat now.

The hyper-kitschy art on the grey
walls makes certain no one feels
intimidated in there — as does the
kindergarten outside the window.
You will find a very mixed crowd
in the restaurant, but mostly people
under 40.

The staff was a bit insecure, yet

fulfilled any request without scruples.

As my companion asked for a
small Coke, but in a big glass, with
water added, it was served, and no
questions asked. Which I found
remarkable.

ELDSMIDJAN

I didn’t taste the wine in there, as
soda seemed more appropriate to the
atmosphere ... even at nine in the
evening it feels like lunch rather than
dinner. The pizzas are great, and
might be your only opportunity to
taste Reykjavik-Napolitan food ever,
as the basically traditional North
Italian pizza here is baked over open
fire from aromatic birch, leaving a
wonderfully eccentric taste on top of
the ingredients.

Especially recommended: the nut/
chicken/sun-dried tomatoes variety.

Eldsmidjan, Bragagétu 38a,
Tel. 562-3838

PRIKID

Prikio used to be a similar place to
Café Mokka, in Skélavérdustigur,
where elderly stoics drank their
coffee in the morning, beer in the
evening, leaving the outside world

to its own ... until five years ago or
so, when young sputnik businessmen
bought the place, changed nothing
but prolonged the opening hours
and inserted a DJ. The place was an
instant hit among those people in
their early twenties who want to keep
the best of the alleged two universes:
mainstream and alternative. So you

will find a lot of people here who
know how to make a decent income
from their art and/or education.

And now they have a kitchen.
Originally it was a side-step, as

the place offered their regulars

some snacks and French fries, but
has now grown into a full-fledged
bistro menu 4 la Hard Rock Café.

In short, the menu is very satisfying
and coherent with the place itself. It
does not involve a lot of risk but is
decently served, both in quantity and

quality — the steak is among the best
you will find for the modest price,
and the French fries melt in your
mouth.

Prikid, Bankastreti 12,
Tel. 551-2866

me say the Coolest
the North

Brynja, Adalstreeti 3, Akureyri
Open weekdays 9.00-23.30, weekends 10.00-23.30

One of Icelands most
romantic restaurants

L
RAuDARA

STEAKHOUSE

Raudararstigur 39 - Reykjavik - Tel. 562 6766
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Previous winners: Pizza King, Hétel Holt and Argentina.

Restaurants

3 Frakkar, Baldursgata 14, p: 552-3939
Café Opera, Lakjargata 2, p: 552-9499
Hornid, Hafnarstreeti 15, p: 551-3340
Jomfriin, Laekjargata 4, p: 551-0100

Maru, Adalstreeti 12, p: 511-4440

Pasta Basta, Klapparstigur 38, p: 511-2238
Sjavarkjallarinn, Adalstraeti 2, p: 511-1212
Tapas, Vesturgata 3b, p: 551-2344
Tjarnarbakkinn, Vonarstraeti 2, p: 562-9700

A Whole Lot Better than They
Have to Be

One of the complaints I hear about dining out in Iceland
is that Italian, Thai and Indian restaurants severely tone
down the spices to suit the Icelandic palate. For many
visitors to Iceland, it can be very confusing to see a dish
labelled as “hot” only to discover that this means it’s
been dusted with black pepper. Fortunately, you'll never
have that problem at Shalimar.

My hometown has an Indian restaurant on every block,
and I've sampled quite a number of them. Many of these
restaurants cater to a predominantly Indian clientele.

It’s a testament to Shalimar’s cuisine that they’re not
only fiercely loyal to recipes I'm pretty familiar with, but
that they are without having to be — there are less than a
hundred Indians living in Iceland, so few would be able
to accuse them of inauthenticity if they ever cheated.
And yet they don’t.

The restaurant itself has a warm, friendly atmosphere.
You want to take your time there and enjoy your
meal while a soundtrack of Indian pop numbers plays
unobtrusively. The lower level is all one dining room,
but at the top of a spiral staircase are secluded booths
ideal for a romantic dinner.

Started by Sheikh Aamir Uz-Zaman in January 2001,
Shalimar used to bear the slogan “Where hot means hot”
and it still applies. If a dish on the menu is labelled as
“hot,” even the most seasoned veterans of Indian food
will discover that this is truth in advertising.

“I visited another Indian restaurant in town,” says Uz-
Zaman. “And it was obvious they'd diluted the recipes
to suit Icelandic tastes. It wasn’t very good. To me, it’s
important to stay true to the original recipes.”
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Shalimar also has milder dishes, vegetarian dishes, and
the menu changes daily.

“Indian people get bored easily,” explains Uz-Zaman.
“They don’t want to eat the same thing all the time. At
an Indian wedding the food will sometimes take up most
of the space at the wedding party, with lots of different
dishes.”

Uz-Zaman, who grew up learning how to cook, carries
the tradition of multiple dishes over. The daily special

— four different entrées to choose from in combinations
of two, three or four — changes daily but is always 1290
ISK for all four entrées. They also have a discount card
where five visits gets you 50% off and after ten visits you
eat for free. Plus, Uz-Zaman is open to group rates.

“When it comes to larger groups, we can always work
something out,” says Uz-Zaman. “Weddings, birthdays,
anything. We aim to please.”

Best of all, they have free delivery, albeit with a 3000
ISK minimum order, which is a heap of food, as their
prices range from 750 to 1550 ISK. Orders for delivery
and take-away can be made by phone or via their
website, www.shalimar.is.

Shalimar Austurstreti 4 101 Reykjavik Tel. 551-0292
Mon. — Thurs. 11:30-22:00, Fri.-Sat. 11:30-23:00, Sun.

17:00-22:00
by Paul F Nikolov

Tveir Fiskar, Geirsgata 9, p: 511-3474

Vié Tjornina, Templarasund 3, p: 551-8666

Vox Nordica Hotel, Sudurlandsbraut 2, p: 444-5050
Aregentina, Baronstigur 11a, p: 5519555
Fjalakotturinn, Adalstraeti 16, p: 514-6000

NIGHTCLUB
SPORTBAR

angbest

Pizzeria

Steikhus

Langbest pizzeria

dj-

with the hottest music
every weekend

Open
20:00 - 02:00

GENUINE DRAFT

IT'S MILLER TIME. 8

-

“The best family restaurant” in Keflavik, just by
the airport.

Pizza, Hamburgers, Fish dishes, great steaks,
sandwiches, childrens menu and much more.

We also serve imported and domestic beer plus
a collection of light wines.
Fast service and fair prices

Open from 11:00-23:00 every day of the week.

Located just across the street from Hotel Keflavik and Flughotel.
Hafnargata 62

Tel : 00354-421-4777




trip through the essence of art. All
is art, everything Dieter did was
an expression of art and the train
trip takes you on an unforgettable
trip, giving the viewer a whole new
perspective on art in our every day
lives. The redundant gains new life
and meaning as he tilts the angle
of infinite possibilities of mundane
experience becoming something
amazing.

The thing that impressed me
the most was how one could feel the
creative joy in so many of this work.
He obviously didn’t take himself to
seriously, an undertone of playfulness
can be found in all his work, as if he
must have had terrible fun within the
whirlwind of his creative process.

Looking at his work one has to
wonder why is he not a household
name in Iceland. It is so obvious
where the source of inspiration is for
so many Icelandic artists. Perhaps
he was like a nature element that
influenced everything around him,
yet no one could put their finger
from where it came from. Dieter’s
work is not only for hard-core
art lovers. It is for everyone. His
diversity is so vast that everyone
will find something at this three-
fold exhibition that they will love.
My personal favourite is the film
Domino and the photos of all the
houses in Reykjavik. I have yet to go
on a second and a third trip with the
Train but might get new favourites
depending on my inner weather

D iete r Rot h during that day.
Train is exhibited at Hafnarhiisio,
the Reykjavik Art Museum, National
_ H Gallery of Iceland and Gallery 100,
the Godfather of Icelandic Modern Art G o tendens Cetenn 26,
move along road 1 with a starting
By Birgitta Jonsdottir  point from Eidar in the east of Iceland.
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Economics 101:

...have it delivered!

Tel:

T,

APICTURE OF'ROBERT PLANT

IN MY OPINION

l’i!l ‘ . =

RESTAURANT IN TI—

OK, Mr. Plant never ate at our place when he came to Iceland. But he sure

should have. Our food is like a stairway to heaven. Join the many famous actors
and rock stars who like Leonard Coben and Julia Roberts, and become one of

our rﬁqular customers. Where the stars eat you are very very mfe/

(FIRST VEGETARIAN)
Laugavegur 20b + Mon. - Sat. 11:30 - 22
Sun. 17 - 22 « Tel: (+354) 552 8410
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LISTINGS

Want to be seen in the listings? Send us a
mail to listings@grapevine.is and your event :
will be announced in the next issue, and

the best thing is that being in the listings

is free!

OPENINGS

penings—Good art goes best
with complimentary beverages.
Here are Grapevine’s picks for
May.
Compiled by Birgitta Jonsdottir.

28 MAY

14:00

Without Roots - 8 South African
Photographers at the Reykjavik
Museum of Photography,
Tryggvagata 15, 6th flloor.

ONGOING

101 Gallery

Jokla Series - Olafur Eliasson

Thu -Sat 14:00 - 17:00
http://www.101hotel.is/101hotel/101gallery
Hverfisgata 18a, tel: 561 0125

ASI museum

Headphones with Migrant Stories

Olafur Arni Olafsson and Libia Pérez de Siles
de Castro

Tue-Sun 13:00 - 17:00

http://www.asi.is

Freyjugata 41, 101 R, tel: 511 5353

. ROOTLESS

Arbzjarsafn, Folk Museum
Thu- Fri 10:00-17:00, Sat-Sun 10:00-18:00
http://www.arbaejarsafn.is

Kistuhyl 4, 110 R tel: 577 1111 : documents relating to photography.

A d ernl
safn,

The Man and Matenal

Daily 10:00-16:00
http://www.listasafnreykjavikur.is
Sigtin, 105 R, tel: 553 2155

CIA - Center for Icelandic Art
Mon-Fri 10:00 - 16:00

Reykjavik Museum of Photography, May 28 to August 14.

: Reykjavik Museum of Photography is the only independent museum of

: photography in Iceland. It is located on the sixth floor of Gréfarhis. The

: purpose of the museum is to collect, catalogue and preserve photographic
material, i.e. photographs, glass plates, negatives and slides, and articles and

The museum holds a number of photographic exhibitions each year. The
¢ summer exhibition will host 8 South African photographers in an exhibition

titled Rétleysi: Rootless from 28" of May until 14" of August.

Reykjavik Museum of Photography, Tryggvagata 15, 6 Floor 101 Reykjavik

Sudurgata 41, tel: 530 2200

: Deep Sea Organisms - David Shale
. Tue-Sun 12:00-17:00

© Sturiugata 5, tel: 551 7030

Tryggvagata 15, 6th floor, tel: 562 1790 :
" safn i by Ragnar Kjartansson
* Reykjavik Swinging Corridor - Carsten Holler

. Homage to the proxy - JBK Ransu
: Wed-Fri 14:00-18:00, Sat-Sun 14:00-17:00

Slgurjon Olafsson Museum

* Tue-Sun 14:00-17:00

: The Living Art Museum
: Signal in the Heavens - Thomas Hirschhorn
. Wed-Sun 13:00 - 17:00

* Volcano show: Red rock cinema

Dz

http://www.cia.is :

Hafnarstreeti 16, tel: 562 7262 Skdlavordustigur 10, tel: 695 4202

* Gallery Fold

: Mon-Fri 10:0-18:30, Thu 10:00-21:00, Sat 10:00-
¢ 18:00 Sun 13:00-17:00

* http://www.myndlist.is

. Kringlan Mall, tel: 568 0400

Culture House

The Road to Zion

Daily 11:00-17:00
http://www.thjodmenning.is
Hverfisgata 15, tel: 545 1400

: Gel Gallery

Einar Jénsson Sculpture Museum .
. Hverfisgata 37, tel: 551 7733

Tues-Sun14:00 - 17:00
http://www.skulptur.is B
Njardargata, tel: 551 3797 . Gallery Hulduhélar

. Sat 11:00-14:00

. http://www.hulduholar.com

FUGL - Reykjavik Project Space
: Mosfellsbae, tel: 556 6194

Redundant Information - Ivar Brynjélfsson
Mon-Fri 10:00-18:00, Sat 11:00-16:00
http://fugl.is Gallery i8

A Persuit of Happiness ASAP - Lawrence Weiner

Reykjavik Art Festival, Videy.
BLIND PAVILION

Olafur Eliasson

Olafur Eliasson opens two exhibitions at the Reykjavik Art Festival

Jokla Series at 101 gallery and Blind Pavilion at Videy.

Olafur Eliasson has used the basic elements of the weather throughout his
career. His installations regularly feature elements appropriated from nature
— billowing steam replicating a water geyser, glistening rainbows or fog-filled
rooms. By introducing ‘natural’ phenomena, such as water, mist or light,

into an un specifically cultivated setting, be it a city street or an art gallery,
the artist encourages the viewer to reflect upon their understanding and
perception of the physical world that surrounds them.

With his Blind Pavilion he makes a radical cross-over experiment between
architecture and art in the biennale. The pavilion has been transformed into
a house of many levels looks for new ways of experiencing and sensing our
world. The house suggests the kaleidoscopic view, a multi-perspective.

Wed-Fri 11:00-17:00, Sat 13:00-17:00
http:// www.i8.is
Klapparstigur 33, tel: 551 3666

. Gallery of the Icelandic Printmak A

: Forum For Kunst i Heidelberg
- Tue-Sun 14:00-18:00

http://www.islenskgrafik.is

© Tiyggvagata 17, tel: 552 286

: Gallery Skuggi
Thu-Sun 13:00-17:00

http://www.galleriskuggi.is
Hverfisgata 39, tel: 511 1139

Gallery Saevar Karl
: On the verge of being & non being - Kristjan
. Jonsson

Mon-Fri 10:00-17:00
http://www.saevarkarl.is
Bankastreeti 7, tel: 551 3470

¢ . Gerdarsafn, Képavogur Art Museum
: Material Time/Work Time/Life Time
. Tue-Sun 11:00-17:00

http://www.gerdarsafn.is
Hamraborg 4, tel: 570 0440

{ Gerduberg Culture Center
Collectors Il - What do Icel

lers collect?
Mon-Fri 11:00-17:00

* www.gerduberg.is
Gerduberg 3-5, tel: 575 7700

* Gljiifrasteinn - Laxness museum
: Thu-Sun 10:00-17:00
+ www.gljufrasteinn.is

Mosfellsdalur, tel: 586 8066

Hafnarborg - Institute of Culture and Fine Art

Material Time/Work Time/Life Time
. Wed-Sun 11:00-17:00

http://www.hafnarborg.is

© Strandgata 34, tel: 555 0080

Hafnarfjordur Folk Museum

© Weekends 13:00 - 17:00

http://www.hafnarfjordur.is/byggdasafn

* Vesturgata 5, tel: 565 5420

Hafnarhiis - Reykjavik Art Museum

* Train - Dieter Roth

Daily 10:00 -17:00
http://www.listasafnreykjavikur.is

© Tryggvagata 17, tel: 590 1200

Icelandic Institute of Natural History

Tue, Thu, Sat, Sun 13:00-17:00

http://www.ni.is/
Hlemmur 5, tel: 590 0500

Kjarvalsstadir Art Museum

* A Selection of 20th Century Works

Daily 10:00-17:00
http://www.listasafnreykjavikur.is
Flokagata, Miklattin, tel: 552 6131

Kling & Bang Gallery

© Skiptholt - John Bock
. Thu-Sun 14:00-18:00

http://this.is/klingogbang
Laugavegur 23, tel: 696 2209

National Gallery of Iceland
Train - Dieter Roth
11:00-17:00 except Mon
http://www.listasafn.is
Frikirkjuvegur 7, tel: 515 9600
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National Museum of Iceland
Daily 11:00-17:00
http://www.natmus.is

Nordic House
Works on Paper - @rnulf Opdahl

http://www.nordice.is

Galleri 100°

Train - Dieter Roth

Mon-Fri 8:30-16:00, Sat 11:00 - 17:00
http://www.rafheimar.is
Baejarhalsvegur 1, tel: 516 6790

Reykjavik Museum of Photography

Without Roots - 8 South African Photographers
Mon-Fri 12:00-19:00, Sat-Sun 13:00-17:00.
http://www.ljosmyndasafnreykjavikur.is

THE GREAT UNREST

“It’s like the ultimate blues,” is the
: way celebrated local artist Ragnar
Kjartansson describes this one-

* man exhibit. Located on the Ring
Road just south of Reykjavik, and
¢ running until June 5th, The Great
Unrest makes use of an abandoned
* music hall, a suit of armor, and a
melancholy voice.

http://www.safn.is
Laugavegur 37, tel: 551 4409

and D

http://www.Iso.is
Laugarnestangi 70, tel: 553 2906

http://www.nylo.is
Laugavegur 26, tel: 551 4350 . .
t Performances daily, 2-5 pm and

Part One at 15:00 & 20:00, Part Two at 16:00 & 9-11 pm through June 5. Ring Road

21:00 ¢ between Huvolsvéllur and Skigar.
Hellusund 6a, tel: 845 9548 :

Laugavegur 40, tel: 552 6000

National Museum of Iceland.

WHAT MAKES A NATION?

A must-see at the National Museum of Iceland is the permanent exhibition

¢ Making of a Nation—Heritage and History in Iceland. It provides an insight
: into the history of the Icelandic nation from the Settlement to the present

¢ day.

The exhibition includes about 2,000 objects, from the Settlement Age to the
: present, plus about 1,000 photographs from the 20th century.

bjoominjasafn Lslands, Sudurgata 41, 101 Reykjavik Tel: 530-2200 www.
t thijodminjasafn.is

Opening hours

Summer: Every day 9.00-17.00
Winter: Tuesday - Sunday 10.00-17.00
Last tour begins at 17.00

’

rasteinn

LAXNESS MUSEUM

Audio tours in English, German,
Swedish and Icelandic
Multimedia presentation
Museum Shop

Walking paths in the vicinity

20 min from Reykjavik city centre
On the way to Thingvellir National Park

a

P.O. Box 250 / 270 Mosfellsbaer / Tel. + 354 586 8066 / gljufrasteinn@gljufrasteinn.is / www.gljufrasteinn.is
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Preaching History

“The Road to Zion” The Cultural House

Most of the Icelanders who migrated to North America in

the late 19th and early 20th centuries went to Canada. But
about 400 Icelanders travelled to Utah, following Mormon
missionaries and the promise of a paradise on earth in Utah.
The exhibition “The Road to Zion,” currently being shown

at The Culture House (Hverfisgata 15, 9:00-17:00, Monday-
Friday) chronicles this migration, but be warned: this is less an
exhibition than a thinly-disguised missionary outpost.

The biggest problem with this supposedly historical
exhibition is that it happens to be historically inaccurate. For
example, there’s their take on why the migration to Utah
happened in the first place. The late 1800s was not an easy time
to be living in Iceland. By that time, there was no land left,
people had a difficult time making a living, and the population
was rapidly increasing. A promised paradise on earth, even
if it was on the other side of the ocean and thousands of
kilometres across mostly unsettled land, probably seemed like
a far better proposition than struggling to survive at home. But
the exhibition literature contends that South Iceland and the
Westman Islands (where most of the emigrants came from) had
“a rather high standard of living . . . so it was for religious rather
than economic reasons that the Icelandic Mormons left.”

Another inaccuracy arises regarding the Book of
Mormon, or, as this historical exhibit states, “another testament

of Jesus Christ.” The historical exhibit describes the Book
of Mormon as “the spiritual guide of an ancient people who
inhabited the Americas.” Few non-Mormon scholars would
agree with this interpretation. The Book of Mormon’s initial
publication in 1830 was both timely and convenient: this was a
time of massive westward expansion for Americans. Preaching a
faith that contended that Jesus had already spoken to the North
Americans added further justification to wiping out those pesky
Native Americans who refused to give up their land and way of
life, especially in Utah, where the Mormons were trying to settle
to create “Zion” — the kingdom of God on earth.

The exhibition itself was co-sponsored by the
Icelandic Association of Utah. They also wrote the exhibition
literature and the explanatory text for the pieces in the exhibit,
and are decidedly Mormon. A visit to their website describes a
visit by the group to Iceland as such: “The group was blessed in
many ways. We knew that Heavenly Father and our ancestors
were there with us.” While there’s nothing wrong with a
religious group wanting to set up an exhibition about their point
of view of history, it’s misleading to present this exhibition
as historical. Which is a shame, because the purely historical
record of the migration to Utah is actually interesting enough
on its own without the evangelicism.

The exhibition is comprised of three rooms. Some of

the highlights of the exhibition include the first room, where
half the floor is covered with a thin layer of black sand to
represent Iceland’s shore. The other half of the floor is a very
faithfully recreated hardwood deck of a ship, with sketches on
the wall of Icelanders on board ships bound for North America.
The second room features a partial recreation of a prairie turf
house much like the ones the new immigrants to Utah lived in,
and the third room has a wall covered with the photographs of
every Icelandic immigrant to Utah who had a photograph. I was
particularly interested in the most common ground between
Icelanders and Mormons: genealogy. Just as Icelanders faithfully
record their family members stretching back centuries, the
Mormons do so as well, albeit for different reasons; Icelanders
record the genealogy for largely worldly reasons, while the
Mormons believe that one’s name needs to be recorded in their
genealogical records in order to get into Heaven.

If you want the Mormon perspective on the Icelandic
migration to Utah, then visiting “The Road to Zion” is all you
need. If you want a more historical point of view, we’d suggest
looking elsewhere.

“‘Road to Zion” Pjodmenningarhiisid
(The Culture House) Hverfisgata 15 www.thjodmenning.is

By Paul F Nikolov

We have tried INDIAN FOOD arotmd the
world and thiss The BEST.Weve ever hadl

Raren & David USA

“Excellent INDIAN FOOD N ICELAND ‘Better

than anyd fasted In USA S
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Good friends.
Good times.

Good Pizza.
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Hilduravala

The winner of this year’s Icelandic Idol competition... yes, like American Idol. And World Idol. You want us to stop
here? No? Okay, Hildur Vala won Icelandic Idol easily: blessed in both the beauty and voice departments, Hildur Vala
seems to have the tools to make an impact in the music scene. Unfortunately, as with Idol winners worldwide, she has
a difficult time with phrasing and making the songs her own.

Hildur Vala’s first album is a lesson in how to waste good material. Even the cover doesn’t do her justice. The
English-language songs include Chuck E.’s In Love. How many things have to go wrong in the world before someone
is forced to re-record that product of Satan’s most bastardly spawn, we have no idea. Worse is an interpretation of
Dark End of the Street in which we learn that a strong voice and good range DON'T equal SOUL.

The Icelandic Idol’s Icelandic-language numbers would make up for the English-language disasters if it weren’t for
the over-production—nothing as annoying as clouding a nice interpretation of a song with ho-hum crowd singing

heavy on the reverb.
- -

Ultimately, we wish they would have just given Hildur Vala a tape recorder and a guitar
and gotten out of the way. Hopefully they will on the next album.
Worth three beers. Costs four beers.

Brudarbandid

Meira!

We thought we’d take another listen to Bradarbandid after being informed
that they had recently broke the bank on a tour of the Bible Belt in the US.
Everyone wants to like Bradarbandid: they have seven members who wear
wedding dresses, they have an accordion player and they have a manifesto.
They also have a song with the refrain “Sid Vicious so delicious.” On

most songs, despite the seven members, the music is curiously thin, with
commendable punk bass and less commendable snare-heavy drums and a
vague guitar presence.

Over the year since its release, I have revisited this album repeatedly trying
to figure exactly what goes wrong. The singing is often flat, the lyrics
intentionally grating but apolitical, (unless you think a girl saying a boy is cute is political), and the music, despite
reaching for obvious hooks, kills any momentum... or will to live. As I said earlier, we want good things for this
band. They seem to have the right material: namely, chutzpah. And an accordion. A CD that features seven women
in bridal gowns playing punk has to be really really bad for us not to recommend it. This is

dangerously close, but we openly acknowledge that Reykjavik is a better town for having this

band here. We just hope they release a better cd soon. Please buy the cd so they have the money

for studio time. Give it to a friend, what could be a better souvenir?

Worth two beers. Cost three beers. =

| Svértum Fétum
Medan Eg Sef

The recent documentary on Icelandic music avoids mentioning this band,
which is one of the most popular in Iceland. Which got us to thinking,
maybe T Svértum Fotum is doing something right. Yes, they are considered
a Sveitaballa (country dance) band, which is something like being labelled
VH1-fodder, so hipsters of Reykjavik want nothing to do with them. There
may be another problem in that the lyrics to T Svértum Fétum songs are
loaded with things like dreams and kiss me and phrases one usually wouldn’t
use without irony. Honestly, we can’t compliment the songwriting all that
highly: chord progressions are in the obvious category, and the beats are
droning. And the tendency to add vocal effects and strings and call things a
chorus is tiring. However, let’s point out something that are commendable
in T Svértum Fotum’s latest effort. First off, lead singer Jonsi has a natural tenor and remarkably good diction—for
foreigners, drunks and children, Icelandic requires clear enunciation. Also, this well-travelled band keeps songs tight,
and on occasion layer their keys and guitars nicely. There is room in this world
for good-natured, well-produced pop, and on songs like Vaknadu, T Svértum
Fotum produces this. Also, did we mention this band wasn’t featured in

Gargandi Snilld?

| sVvOiRTUM FOTUM

Worth four beers. Costs four beers.
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Rollan
Hofsos City

Rollan

__Hofsés City__ The cover and packaging for this
CD is tasteful and classic... even the
small card explaining that Rollan
is the result of a six day drinking
bender seemed charming in such
packaging. As for the music,
remember 1992? These guys really
do. Competent musicians, they get
the time signatures and guitar work
down pat: of course, there are no
words and no melodies. If this bores
you, just do as we did in the office, sing “he likes all our pretty songs but he
don’t know what it means” over the meandering tracks. If you're desperate for
a positive reference, and we were, we think you could say they’re something

like God Speed You Black Emperor. In the same way that

neighbour you had who used to get drunk and ram his head into
=

the amplifier was something like Led Zeppelin.

Worth one beer. Cost two beers.

[—— g
rovirmet firom

GS-DOLPHINS

Graveslime
Roughness and Toughness

Okay, so you don’t like bands with
names like Graveslime. And you
don’t like hard rock. Get over it.
This band’s 2003 release qualifies
as one of the best Icelandic albums
of the last ten years. The album
contains a range of genres, but

it sticks mostly with impeccably
constructed slow grindcore. They
compare favourably with the
Melvins.

AR (P R

All of the 11 tracks on Roughness and Toughness hit their target early on,
so it can be a little daunting to have to listen to 10 minute tracks, but on

the second and third listens, the songs live up to their time. The few tracks
where the band goes schizo, like 362 Days until Christmas in which we hear

the relaxed buzz of early-90s Flaming Lips

tunes, impressed us the most, though.
- - -

= = =

Also, kudos on the design—Dbest album package
and design without Bjérk on the cover in the
last decade.

If you can find this album, pick it up.

Worth six beers. Costs four beers.
Winner.

WWW.GRAPEVINE.IS
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The Grapevine and

Bad Taste introduce the
Grapevine Bad Taste
Summer Concert
Series

With the goal of providing legitimate venues and promotion for everyone involved in the vibrant and
diverse local music scene, The Reykjavik Grapevine is proud to announce the Grapevine Bad Taste
Summer Concert Series.

Starting May 27 and running until September 9, the Reykjavik Grapevine along with
Bad Taste Gallery and Thule, the world famous beer by Vifilfell Brewery, will put on three concerts a
week at Sirkus bar and at the Bad Taste Gallery.

The shows will feature local and international bands. Every performance will be reviewed, though
the Grapevine promises to maintain its current standards: great performances will be acknowledged;
lackluster performances will be evaluated as such.

All Icelandic bands are invited to contact us and schedule a performance.
Please email atli@grapevine.is or call 847-9290.
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Grapevine Bad Taste
Summer Concert Series

May 27- Junhe 9

Norton and Dadadrengir

SEA 0 EVE | Nina Nastasia and Huun Huur Tu
May 28th, 3pm I
Bad Taste Gallery

Nina Nastasia. Nina Nastasia is an
accomplished musician, songwriter and
performer who currently makes her home in
N.Y. She made it to John Peel’s Year End Top
2 |50 in 2002, and her new album Run To Ruin
* | promises to satisfy the eager critics and her
constantly growing legion of fans.

Nort6n have been playing since 1999,
but haven’t put a single song out yet. That’s
because they've slowly been perfecting their recipe:
two cups of funk, one portion of house, a dash of
hip-hop, topped with pop-based song structures
and a respect for the history of dance music.

Dédadrengir.

It’s safe to say that Dddadrengir came as a bit

of surprise when they won the nationwide band
contest Musiktilraunir in 2003. Not only were
they the second hip-hop band to ever win the
contest, but they did so in a very white, very old-
skool, very Beastie Boyish manner. Since then
they've expanded their sound palette to include
quite a number of influences, as displayed in them
painting their faces like KISS at recent shows.

Dé-J ad re"“?;\r

Huun-Huur-Tu

From a region of Tuva just Northwest

of Mongolia, these celebrated masters of
throat singing have stayed on for an encore
performance after their much-praised Arts

Thursday

June 2nd, 8pm
Sirkus

June 3rd, 5pm
Bad Taste Gallery

June 4th, 3pm

Bad Taste Gallery

Festival concert. Music lovers unfamiliar with
the name may recognize their sound from
Huun-Huur-Tu’s work with Frank Zappa and
Kronos Quartet.

Big Kahuna and

Nilfisk

Friday Nilfisk

STV Big Kahuna

Humor edo freeegd

Lobste
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EXHIBIT gy

Thursday

June 9th, 8pm
Sirkus

: Bad Tasfe Gallery (Smekkleysa gallery),

1 .y
, Laugavegur 59, 101 Reykjavik.
1 Phone: 534 3730

1 Sirkus,

1 Klapparstigur 30, 101 Reykjavik

Phone: 551 1999

Skatar and Reykjavik!

Humor edo fregd

Obster or F,
0
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Big Kahuna

Despite their young age (16 years or

so) Big Kahuna are just as tasty as the
hamburger joint they take their name
from. Taking cues from neo-new-wave
acts like Franz Ferdinand they mix hook-
driven rock music with a healthy dose of
disco, making a hard-to-resist blend.

Nilfisk
NilFisk are lucky bastards. They lived every
rockers wet dream when Foo Fighters’
Dave Grohl knocked on their garage door,
"|listened to them run through a few songs,
and consequently invited them to support
the Foo Fighters in Laugardalshéll,
Iceland’s second largest arena. This is your
|chance to see them perform in Iceland’s
smallest bar.

Skatar

Though we have elf-like post-rock
acts (Sigur Rés), elf-like pop (Bjork),
elf-like electronica (mim); Iceland
has always lacked a decent and

. Reykjavik!

punk rock band from Isafjorour,
hence the name Reykjavik. Known
o make you sweat.




Music and nightlife events usually
start around 21:00, unless otherwise
stated. Pubs close at 01:00 on
weekdays and much, much later on
weekends. For those just wanting

to party, the pubs and clubs don’t
get crowded until after midnight on
weekends, although Thursday is a
semi-official night out.

FRIDAY

MAY 27

Amsterdam: Bjarni Tryggva and Company.
Glaumbar: DJ Arni Méar from Kiss FM.
Hverfishar: DJ Brynjar Mar.
Thorvaldsen: D) Daddi Disco

Vegamot: DJ Ellen og Era

Kaffibarinn: pJ Gisli Galdur.

. SATURDAY
:MAY 28

* Gaukur a Stong: A Méti Sol play, and D) Maggi
. spins on the 2nd floor.

: Amsterdam: Bjarni Tryggva and Company.

. Glaumbar: DJ Arni Mar from Kiss FM.

* Kaffibarinn: DJ Arni Sveins

- Sirkus: DJ Ami Sveins

: Hverfisbar: DJ Brynjar Mar.

: Thorvaldsen: DJ Daddi Disco

: Vegamot: DJ Dori.

. Café Victor: DJ Gunni.

- De Boomkikker: DJ Heavy Metal.

: Bar 11: DJ Krummi and band Atémstddin.

: Café 22: D) Matti

. Nelly “s: Dj of the house.

: Sélon: Dj brostur and Dj Brynjar Mar from mid-
+ night until early morning. Best dance and party
R music.

: Pravda Club: DJs Atli skemmtanalogga and Aki
Pain.

: Celtic Cross: Downstairs: Live coverband, up-
sta.irS' Troubador.

Long time no see: DJ Tommi White.

: Ari i Ogri: Troubadors Acoustic.

. Hress6: The band Tube, then dj J6n Gestur.

: Grand Rokk: Mercenary (Denmark), Momentum,
. Myra and Jericho Fever. Admission is 1500 ISK

. and the first 100 get a free beer.

* Nasa: Pop band | svértum fétum.

. Café Résenberg: santiago

)
May 28

i SVORTUM FOTUM

Underground street newspaper Grapevine recommending the popular video-
friendly “country ball” band T Svértum Fstum. You've got to be kidding me.
We're not, we're just tired of watching bands that think stage presence means
drinking a beer and staring at their shoes. Also, straight up, I've watched this
band in the presence of a certain lead singer of Sigur Rés, and he openly gave
props for the band’s commitment to the crowd and to a healthy diet.

Café Victor: DJ Gunni.

De Boomkikker: DJ Heavy Metal.

Sirkus: DJ Jon Atli

Nelly “s: Dj of the house.

Café 22:pJ Palli

Sélon: Dj bréstur and Dj Brynjar Mar from mid-
night until early morning. Best dance and party
music.

Pravda Club: DJs Atli skemmtanalégga and Aki
Pain.

Celtic Cross: Downstairs: Live coverband, up-
stairs: Troubador.

Bar 11: Metal-night: Bands Sélstafir and Momen-
tum play and Krummi and Bjdssi from Minus DJ
on both floors.

Gaukur a Stong: The band Tvé Dénaleg Haust
plays, and Atari DJ Maggi is on the upper floor.
Café Rdsenberg: Troubador Svafnir Siguros
Ari i 0gri: Troubadors Acoustic.

Nasa: Arts festival.

celebrate their new jazz album with a concert.
Prikid: Bioabandio play before world-famous DJs
Gullfoss and Geysir do.

Hresso: Troubadors Daniel and Raggi, then dj

Jon Gestur.

Grand Rokk: Maiden Aalborg (Denmark), Dimma,

1500 ISK and the first 100 get a free beer.

. SUNDAY
MAY 29

: Café Cultura: Patagonia Jazz Quartet, admission
: 500 ISK.

: Café Résenberg: Jazz: Cold Front and Bjérn
Thoroddsen with Canadian musicians.

MONDAY
IMAY 30

- Kaffibarinn: pJ vr
. Prikid: Fortune-teller Vala pays a visit.

. TUESDAY

‘MAY 31

Hétel Borg: Bjorn Thoroddsen and Cold Front Trio :
: Kaffibarinn: pJ Vr.

WEDNESDAY

JUNE 1
Lada Sport and Masters of Darkness. Admission is
: Pravda Club: Breakbeat.is / Drum’'n’Bass

* Gaukur a Stong: Concert with Lights on the

. Highway.

. Kaffibarinn: pJ Benni

Café Rosenberg: Jazz quartet Patagonia; acous-
. tic guitar and bass, drums and vibes.
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The best songwriter, and damned near the best poet, in Iceland is notorious

: for erratic showmanship. But the Grapevine was floored by a recent show

: with this band of well-travelled musicians. The last show they put on was a
best of decade kind of experience. From what we’ve heard, this should be just
* as special.

epop .

THURSDAY

| JUNE 2

: Glaumbar: Corona night! Franz from Ensimi and
. Krist6 from Lights on the Highway (aka Frizko)
play acoustic until 23:00 when DJ Maggz takes
. over.

: Kaffibarinn: pJ Ami E

: Thorvaldsen: DJ Hiynur Mastermix

Sélon: Greenroom session - dj Tommi White and
. dj Andrés with Heineken session - live eletronic
 house session. Upstairs: Icelandic party session
* - live music. Five Heineken in a bucket - special
. offer!

. Café Rosenberg: Gypsy Jazz jam night.

: Gaukur a Stong: Rock-band Okind plays.

* Pravda Club: Trio Eyjéifs borleifssonar play

. some jazz.

: Grand Rokk: Opening of the Grand Rokk culture
. festival. At 20:00 there’ll be horror and music
from 22:00.

g]une&’
:NILFISK & BIG
;KAHUNA

: Nilfisk are famous for opening for
the Foo Fighters, band that seems
to release the same song on every

: damned crappy teen soundtrack
released. If the Icelandic film

* industry continues to develop, and it
needs sound-alike music for cheesy

: teen flicks, Nilfisk might provide
this. Big Kahuna are the hottest new
: teen band in town. Put these bands
together and you have one young

: hormonally-changed show.

: Hressé: Ryan plays.

. FRIDAY
: JUNE 3

: Amsterdam: Coverband Ulrik.

: Grand Rokk: culture festival: 12:00 Music,

. 12:30 Seminar, 16:30 Red-wine expo, 17:30

© Quiz, 23:00 Live music.

. Kaffibarinn: DJ Arni Sveins

: Thorvaldsen: DJ Daddi Disco

: Bar 11:DJ Gulli and Singapore Sling.

: Café Victor: DJ Gunni.

: De Boomkikker: D) Heavy Metal.

: Café 22: D) Matti

. Nelly “s: Dj of the house.

: Glaumbar: DJ Stjani the party animal.

* Sélon: Dj bréstur and Dj Brynjar Mar from mid-
. night until early morning. Best dance and party
+ music.

: Celtic Cross: Downstairs: Live coverband, up-
. stairs: Troubador.

: Café Résenberg: Troubador Helgi Valur performs
. song from his new album.

* Ari i Ogri: Troubadors Acoustic.

Hresso: Kamp Knox, then dj Heidar Austmann
: takes over.

Nasa: Pop band Salin hans Jéns mins. Admission
+ 1900 ISK.

. Gaukur a Stong: Techno.is: Thomas P. Heck-
man, Exos, Bjéssi brunahani, DJ Aldis, Hermiger-
+ vill (live). 1000 ISK admission.

ESATURDAY
| JUNE 4

. Amsterdam: Coverband Ulrik.

: Grand Rokk: Culture festival: 12:00 Svidin j6ro
play live, 12:30 Seminar, 14:00 Poetry reading,
: 16-20 Short film festival, 22:00 Live music.

. Kaffibarinn: J Adda & Edda

* Thorvaldsen: DJ Daddi Disco

. Café Victor: bJ Gunni.

: De Boomkikker: DJ Heavy Metal.

* Nelly “s: Dj of the house.

. Glaumbar: DJ stjani the party animal.

. Sélon: Dj bréstur and Dj Brynjar Mar from mid-
night until early morning. Best dance and party
. music.

: Celtic Cross: Downstairs: Live coverband, up-
* stairs: Troubador.

: Gaukur a Stong: Giant rock!

. Café Résenberg: Hraun!

: Café 22: Pink and Floyd

* Ari i Ogri: Troubadors Acoustic.

Hresso: Troubadors Ari and Gunni, then dj Heidar
: Austman takes over.

: Bar 11:Truckload of Steel and Namer ndll play
. whilst DJ Bjéssi spins.

: Nasa: Reggae band Hjalmar.

:JUNE 5

. Grand Rokk: Culture festival: 12:30 Seminar,
16:00 Auction, 20:00 Theatre group, 22:00 His-
: torical band Megasukkat.

. Kaffibarinn: DJ Adda & Edda.

: Café Résenberg: Oskar Guonason Jazz Quartet
. introduce new album Bossanova Hot Springs.

. MONDAY
| JUNE 6

 Kaffibarinn: pJ Ama

. TUESDAY
: JUNE 7

 Kaffibarinn: pJ Ama

. WEDNESDAY

' JUNE 8

: Kaffibarinn: DJ Kari

o : Pravda Club: Hip-hop night.

. THURSDAY
: JUNE 9

: Thorvaldsen: DJ Hiynur Mastermix.
: Kaffibarinn: pJ Jon Atli

Sélon: Greenroom session - dj Tommi White and
dj Andrés with Heineken session - live eletronic
house session. Upstairs: Icelandic party session
: - live music. Five Heineken in a bucket - special
. offer!
* Glaumbar: Hreimur of pop band Land & Synir
: plays unplugged along with Vignir from [rafér. At
23:00 DJ Maggz takes the floor.
: Hresso: Paimar the troubador.

June 9
. SKATAR & REYKIJAVIK

: Reykjavik are from Isaﬁéréur, where
: the bands are extremely serious about
: showmanship and short attention
spans. While the music is a little too
: hard rock for many, any show they
put on is an experience. Playing with
Iceland’s answer to Devo, in a much
: younger and more rockin’ manner,
Skatar.

Egilshill, June 7
. IRON MAIDEN

¢ Iron Maiden bring their old and tired asses over to Iceland. That’s right! Be

© afraid. Your parents won't like this kind of music... they’re too YOUNG.

: Seriously, Eddie the ‘Ed, Wow. A big evil guy with bad skin. See this concert
: if you feel grumpy that one nation got the Beatles, the Rolling Stones and

¢ Led Zeppelin, and you want to see the Yang. But to stop “taking the piss” as
: they say, Iron Maiden have made their livelihood on concert extravaganzas,

¢ and Icelanders love an extravaganza—if you can get in, go.

Egilshill, Grafavogur. Tickets available at Islandsbanki at Kringlan and
. Smdralind.
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ted by porir

Minnesota may have the most vital
music scene in America, claiming
responsibility not just for Bob Dylan,
The Replacements, Prince and

the like, but also for scores more
songwriters who write the songs that
make New Yorkers famous.

Still, it was a surprise to find that a
local musician had imported James
Apollo, a lesser-known Minnesota
band, to play a couple sets in Iceland
on their way through Europe. Also
surprising, James Apollo sounded
like Okies.

“We get that a lot. When we were
in the Southwest, people said we
sounded like every other band,”
James Apollo told us between sets.
“In Minnesota, you get horrible
voices and troubadours, we just do
something different.”

To Mr. Apollo’s credit, when he
does Southwestern-style music, he
does it well. On their recent disc,
Good Grief, and live, they produce a
layered, nuanced, and smooth sound
much like Chris Isaak... basically,
the sound a kid in Minnesota might
imagine would be played in a juke
joint in Arizona.

The fault in the music was by

no means the singing or the
musicianship—both were smooth.

37

Song selection and styling just
seemed... bogus.

There were a few reasons for this.
The first was completely out of
James Apollo’s control; a young
troubadour, Périr, was asked to open
for the band. Locals know Périr is
talented, but he came on and put on
the best show we've ever seen from
him. With gut-wrenchingly honest
delivery, and with smart but biting
lyrics, he set the bar pretty high.
The other reason James Apollo
seemed phoney, other than the fact
that he was singing music from the
Southwest and wearing a cheesy-ass
country shirt, was the fact that he
sang songs he didn’t seem to have
earned. The best example was a jaw-
dropping lounge act version of the
working man’s classic 16 Tons. To
hear a golden-voiced, cheesy-smiling
20-something suburb kid on his way
through Europe sing “St. Peter don’t
ya’ call me cause I can’t go, I owe my
soul to the company store” was akin
to the Haskdli Islands putting on a
production of Roots. (They haven’t
done this yet, but I just thought I'd
nip that in the bud now too.)

by Bart Cameron

In the week since this ensemble show, in which
all bands seemed to play support for each other,
we have been asked repeatedly by Americans,
Canadians and various foreigners where one
might buy California Cheeseburger.

This goes to a stereotype that we can take care
of right now: every band in Iceland does NOT
automatically get a recording contract. Dyrdin
has been performing a Nintendo pop for years,

captivate a live audience.

but it has taken a while to fill out the sound and
get the right amount of energy into the songs,
which in the past sometimes felt a little bit like
3 am Japanese karaoke. With the addition of

a keyboard player, they now have the ability to

moment—using harmonies and double rhythm

guitars, their music comes off as somewhere
between the Pixies and Weezer.

Finally, Bacon demonstrated why they had so
many music critics screaming their praises weeks
ago. In a shortened set, their jazz hard rock

fusion set was mesmerizing.

California Cheeseburger performs the most
foreigner friendly music in Iceland at the

by Bart Cameron
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First Huey Lewis, then Corey Hart, now Singapore ‘
Sling rocks the sunglasses indoors look. Pollock Brothers hitting the exact note.

puesns aleyd

Tribute nights are viewed as a competition between bands, because

we can finally see musicians playing the exact same songs, just better.

Occasionally, the competition results in good, a-type rock, and this was

the case with the Ian Curtis Tribute Night, mainly because Ian Curtis’
Ol staﬁr droning take on punk has been extremely influential on the local music

scene.

Worm is Green, the atmospheric emo band, put forward their well-

. . . travelled rendition of Love Will Tear Us Apart to a strong response. The
To beg mn wzz‘/.),. we should .name the winners. Pollock Brothers, famous in Iceland for their participation in the local

Worm is Green, Sin gapore Slmg and the Pollock  punk scene two decades ago, were able to perfectly capture the sound

Brothers Ab, but was there a compez‘i tion? Well, of early Joy Division. And Singapore Sling, who have burned up their

. . L karma, reputation and line-up, somehow came on stage with the best -
> . " ) >
let’s exp lain the idea of‘i/ﬂ:“ Icelandic tribute concert. sound of the night, and the most chemistry on stage. Chemistry in the

T/Jey’[/ tribute damned near anyone here: I will never Tan Curtis pointless self-destruction sense of the word.
forget the three-day festival honouring the musical

. As we write, we have just gotten word that Thurl Ravenscroft, the voice
oeuvre of Baltimora. ’

of Tony the Tiger, died at the age of 91. Perhaps in that tribute, Hanoi - ., -
Jane and Sélstafir, bands that we felt put a good amount of energy and Sm’gapor e Sll’ng S keyb‘?a_r d player.
by Bart Cameron thought into their shows but went under-appreciated, might win. He’s Wi he’ll stop smiling soon.
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Concerts with Lights on The Highway on
Friday the 27th of May. Starts at 22:00.
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Friday, May 27th
Lights on The Highway &
DJ Andrea
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Saturday, May 28th
DJ Andrea

Friday, June 3rd
Addi ar Solstofum

Our house DJ is Andrea Jons.

Saturday, June 4th
She's the best, ask anyone!

DJ Andrea
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Lucas Saves His Franchise and Reminds Us
What’s Missing in Pop Cinema

Star Wars Episode III: Revenge of the Sith

is imperfect and silly at times, but it still
captures most of the magic in the original three
Star Wars movies. What is more, with the
lowered expectations that the abysmal other
two prequels set up and the absolute shock

of seeing a pop movie that takes on morally
difficult material, Episode III makes a better
impression than any Lucas movie since Empire
Strikes Back—also released during a time of
fluff movies and political crisis.

What Star Wars Episode III doesn’t do is

the following: it won't tell you what the hell
George Lucas was doing when he tarnished
one of the most loved movie series in history.
With Episode III, all the earlier material is,

for the most part, forgotten. If Lucas can’t
pretend he never made Jar Jar Binks or raced
jet pods around in canyons, then he at least
gives only the briefest of nods to his mistakes

You May Not Want to
Avoid Sin City

and moves on. Beyond that, this movie takes
on all the ideas that kids and adults have been
asking since 1980, “How can an evil person
have a good son?” And, to paraphrase Luke
Skywalker speaking to Obi Wan, “How can a
good person become a hurtful murderer?”
Unfortunately, the answer Star Wars fans were
provided with in 1983 was “Forget the moral
dilemma. We've got muppets!”

The first hour of Episode III is dedicated
to Star Wars toy and video game fans, I think.
There are enormous star ship battles and fights
with druids. As with the other prequels, the
CGI looks like animation. However, in this
movie, during battle scenes, the camera at least
focuses on live action heroes, and dialogue,
while stilted, is at least delivered with a certain
amount of style. It isn’t just that the script
improved, it’s that all actors in this movie seem
to have been studying Harrison Ford, and

From the director of Spy Kids 3D and
the writer of Robocop 2 and 3 comes
Sin City, a film noir shot entirely on
a soundstage based on a comic book.

Sound like hell? Wish someone would
mail some estrogen to Hollywood?
Well cool your jets a little. A few
things: Frank Miller is responsible
for introducing grown up writing and
style to American comics. He made
an enormous impact with Batman:
the Dark Knight Returns, in which
he presented the first ever female
superhero without D-cup breasts.
Miller’s love of Manga, or Japanese
comics, probably influenced the
Wachowski brothers in their making
of the Matrix, and, even if it didn’t, it
at least demonstrates the multi-cultural
influence on Sin City.
As for Robert Rodriguez, he seems
to have ADD and want to inflict the
world with it. On the bright side, he
had Quentin Tarantino and Frank
Miller co-direct Sin City, and he had
an extremely clear plot to go off of.

they've learned to get some life out of dead
lines.

As the plot develops, we discover that
one actor, a classically trained Scot named
Ian McDiarmid, can deliver Lucas lines like
they were Shakespeare. As McDiarmid also
happens to be playing a pivotal character, and
as he vaguely resembles members of the Bush
cabinet, the movie genuinely begins to take
off. Even George Lucas, the director, seems
interested. Suddenly dialogues get crisp, fight
scenes make sense, and we begin to care about
other characters... also, all the stupid CGI
crap starts to disappear. It is nice to see that
the director of a movie where going to the
Dark Side involves turning to machines, is only
able to rescue his movie when he gets rid of
computer effects and lets his actors do the job.

Much has been made about how closely
the logic of Anakin turning into Darth Vader

It’s just a sad fact: you can only

say “The knights of ni!” so many
times. Garth Jennings’ (also known
as “Hammer and Tongs”) expertly
shot film, The Hitchhiker’s Guide

to the Galaxy, is pleasant and you
won’t walk out of the theatre. But

if you're the kind of person who has
contemplated physically assaulting
Monty Python dorks who don’t
understand that yes, witches and tiny
pebbles are funny, but you don’t want
the joke repeated, this may not be for
you. In 110 minutes, there is a solid
20 minutes of wit, delivered well by
all involved. Then repeated. Over and
over again.

For long time Douglas Adams
fans, the movie may have more
rewards, though a change to the
ending has had some bloggers fuming.
Not sure if that’s not their permanent
state, though. Bloggers. ‘Cause they're
always angry at something really
stupid. Stupid bloggers.

THE REYKJAVIK GRAPEVINE 39

resembles the logic George W Bush has been
accused of using. Conservatives in America
have even talked of banning the movie. To
Lucas’s credit, when he shows Darth Vader
turn to evil out of fear, he does a better job of
humanizing a villain than most of Europe has
done in their summary judgements of Bush
and America.

The film also has something for the film
buffs out there. Lucas is close to his 1977
film student form, and you can see quotes
from German expressionist film, an enormous
amount of Kurosawa, and a handy little bit of
Francis Ford Coppola.

Looking over the last two decades of
blockbusters, including the overwrought
Lord of the Rings series, Star Wars Episode
III stands out as a return to old form, and
it reminds the viewer how bad things have
gotten.

Even Monty Python
Jokes Get Old

THE
HITCHHIKER'S |[GUIDEe

TeTe GRALAXY
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Reykholt
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THE GIANTS
OF HUSAVIK

FOR BOOKING, TICKETS & INFORMATION:

Tel. +354 464 1500 - www.gentlegiants.is - info@gentlegiants.is

Gentle
GIANTS

MEMBER OF ICEWHALE - THE ICELANDIC WHALE WATCHING ASSOCIATION

CRADLE OF
INSPIRATION

There was festivity and

a touch of excitement in the
air, in the bus on the way
to Reykholt to witness the
opening of the first cultural
theme hotel in Iceland.
Fosshotel Reykholt was
reopening after extensive
renovations as a cultural
theme hotel, based on
Icelandic literature, Norse
mythology and classical
music. 1This tourist class
hotel includes a restaurant,
bar, library, TV & Internet
lounge, 24-hour front desk
service, conference rooms
Jfor up to 150 persons and
parking. The hotel features 24
spacious rooms with bathtub,
29 rooms with shower and
15 rooms without private
Sacilities.

Nature was at its best on the
way there, bright blue spots in
the sky and the dullness of winter
withdrawing for the neon green
moss and grass. Nature looked clear
and squeaky clean, the smoke pufts
from the geothermal heat around
Reykholt, smoke knoll made it clear
we hade arrived. Reykholt has a
unique place in Iceland’s history,
the heritage of Iceland’s greatest
medieval writer, poet, scholar and
historian, Snorri Sturluson (1179-

1241). It was in Reykholt that Snorri
made all his literary achievements,
when he wrote the sagas about the
Norwegian kings in Heimskringla,
the Poetic Edda, which teaches
poetics and Nordic mythology,
and the greatest of all sagas, Egils
saga Skalla-Grimssonar. His work
inspired Tolkien in his creation of
the Lord of the Rings and there are
many references to Snorra-Edda
in the trilogy. If you have not yet
read the Poetic Edda then itisa
must, there you will find the roots
to what Icelanders are really all
about. Forget the dirty weekends
and drunken single moms at Oprah
or eerie music pixies, Icelanders all
dream about being warrior poets like
Odinn. There is even a poem in our
passports from the Poetic Edda.
Reykholt used to be the centre
where all roads could cross; that is
before there were roads and people
would ride on the tiny Icelandic
horses to get around. It was also at
Reykholt that Snorri was brutally
killed by his two former sons-in-law.
Wandering around Reykholt you
will also find two historical churches,
an ancient graveyard, Snorri’s
natural hot pool Snorralaug and
Snorrastofa, an exhibit of Snorri’s
writings and a research centre for
medieval studies. Outside the old
boarding school is the famous statue
of Snorri by the Norwegian sculptor
Gustav Vigeland, inside it is the
reserve storage of all the books from
the National Library. Just a few
minutes drive from Reykholt are the
beautiful waterfalls Hraunfossar and
Barnafoss, Europe’s most powerful
hot spring, Deildatunguhver, and
several lava tubes and caves to be



explored.
I spent a week at Snorrastofa last
year and stopped by at the Reykholt

Hotel and it was like any other hotel,

so I was really impressed about the
changes that have been made in
order to merge it with the history
and culture of its surroundings. The
transformation from the brutally
boring to intensively interesting
perhaps like the adventure about the
ugly duckling. To stay at Fosshotel
Reykholt is ideal for people who like

The pool of Snorri in Reykholt area.

to relax in the countryside, enjoy
reading, writing and are interested
in extending their knowledge of
Icelandic cultural heritage. You will
find plenty of things as a fuel for

the imaginative aspects of your soul,
fantastic art and library of works
inspired by the world of Norse
Myth, and make no mistake about it
this place is no less informative and
interesting for locals as it is for guests
from abroad.

By Birgitta Jonsdottir

Fosshdtel Reykholt
320 Reykholt,
Phone (+354) 435 1260,

info at www.fosshotel.is

Snorrastofa
320 Reykholt,
Phone (+354) 433-8000,

info at www.snorrastofa.is

Fire, Grease and Beer Breath

Working the
Viking Festival

Time lurches forward in fits and
starts when you work in the kitchen
at Fjorukrain, the Viking Restaurant.
I know, I survived a year working
there. One moment I'm standing in
the prep room, slicing row after row
of tomatoes in preparation for the
400 or so people who are expected in
less than two hours while the Viking
musicians sit in the kitchen drinking
coffee in their horseskin tunics, and
then a moment later the three of us
who have to cook for these people
are running around and yelling at
each other, the Viking musicians
putting out their cigarettes and
entering the dining room to greet
the tour bus. Then I'm carrying 20
kilos of sliced lamb meat through

a seething drunken mass of people
outside of the restaurant, trying to
avoid lit cigarettes and get the meat
to the one of ten booths set up in
the makeshift Viking village. And
then suddenly the kitchen is closed:
you clean what you can and leave the
waitresses to deal with the hundreds
of drunken tourists in paper hats
with horns on them.

On the last day of the Viking
Festival, I was mercifully put out at
one of the outdoor booths to sell pita
sandwiches while dressed as a Viking
(i.e., wearing a horseskin tunic).

It was June 17th - Independence
Day - 2000. I listened to the
storyteller repeat the tale of Pér,
Loki and the Giant Worm for the
five hundredth time and watched
the Viking combat re-enactments.
Steini, a neighbourhood teenager
who was sort of the punching bag

Pagan rituals at the opening
ceremony of the Viking Festival

of the kitchen, was listlessly turning
a whole lamb on a spit. And then
came the rumbling.

At first I thought it was a large
truck driving by. But then I noticed
that there was no truck, and that
people were coming out of the
restaurant, their houses, looking
around. Seconds later, the rumbling
stopped. Everyone filed back inside
without comment. This was how I
experienced the Independence Day
earthquake of 2000, the one that tore
up a few roads and cracked a house
in two in Sellfoss.

Steini left the lamb, motionless
over the fire, and came to my booth
to ask, “Do you think that was an
earthquake?”

“I think it was,” I said, still not
entirely sure.

SIPIV

Steini giggled excitedly.

“Wow,” he said, and then looked
worried and asked, “Do you think I
should call my mom to see if she’s

OK?”

This kid had been washing dishes
every day for the past month or so,
was picked on mercilessly and yet did
every shit job the kitchen staff could
find without complaint. He had been
so tormented, that he was afraid

to ask for phone privileges after an
earthquake.

“Of course, you should,” I said and
handed him my GSM. “Use my
phone.”

His mom was fine, much to
Steini’s relief. Later that night, after
we’d cleaned the kitchen, I declined
to go to A. Hansen to celebrate the
end of the madness with the rest of
the crew and went home instead.

As I stretched out on the couch in
my living room, the Viking songs
ringing in my head, still smelling the
spilled beer, cigarettes and charred
meat, my muscles finally daring to let
their guard down and relax, I knew
that this was going to be the last
Viking Festival I would ever work

at. Maybe I'd come back as a guest
some day, put on a paper hat, get
drunk and eat three kilos of lamb like
the other guests. It'd be nice to know
what the other side of the experience

1s like.

By Paul F Nikolov

Fjorukrdin,
Strandgata 55, 220 Hafnarfjérour,
5651890

The Art of meetmg People in Reyk|c|V|k

What is the difference between Reykjavik and cities
such as Edinburgh, Oslo or Hamburg? The main
difference between Reykjavik and other European
cities is geothermal water. Reykjavik is heated with

thermal water, a natural resource that causes virtually

no pollution.

One of the many uses of geothermal water is bathing.
Nowhere else in the world are there as many pools
and baths per capita as in Reykjavik, and no other

nation frequents swimming pools as often as the

Icelanders.

Reykjavik's Thermal Pools and Baths have an
extremely positive affect on overall wellness, the main
reason why so many residents visit them regularly.
Reykjavikers also enjoy going to the thermal pools to
meet people and discuss matters of the day, a custom
they have in common with the ancient Romans. This
social activity mostly takes place in the hotpots: small *

circular pools of thermal water kept at temperatures

o

ranging from 37°C - 42°C (98°F - 111°F).

Water in the hotpots has a unique natural ability to transform all who sit in it into philosophers -- which is why visiting hotpots at the Thermal Pools is a
great way to meet Reykjavikers. Not long after you sit in one of these hotpots, someone will address you in Icelandic. When you explain that you are here
on a visit, an interesting conversation may well begin about anything between heaven and earth. And if you need reliable information about something in

the city, for example advice about a good eatery or what's "hot" at the moment, a hotpot chat is probably the best and most dependable source of information.

You haven't really been to Reykjavik until you have visited a Thermal Pool and Bath, and sat back in a hotpot filled with wellness water and interesting people.

e Reykjavik Spa City

\2'4

Réylﬁawk s thermal swimming pools and baths — Source of healfh fitness and well- bemg.

www.design.is @ 2005

i SR it e

~~" ESPA European Spas Association
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New film and works made in collaboration with Kling&Bang gallery
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OPEN WEDNESDAY
TO SUNDAY
FROM 3 TO 6 PM
UNTIL 5TH OF JUNE

26. June 2005
Open Thurs..

-Sun.2 -6 pm

i =)
Klings Bang
Laugavegur 23 - 101 Reykjavik -
tif. (+354) 696 2209 - kob@this.is -

KliinK&BankK

BRAUTARHOLT 1 105 - REYKJAVIK
klink@this.is - tif. (+354) 822 0402

this.is/klingandbang
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HALASTJARNA
Yerdingahils - Restaurant & Caté
High up = Gt - 30 min diive South of Alsey

- Tel 1 451 T0AT7
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WHERE THERE'S A WILL

I am a surfer and regular
traveller to Iceland and
had never realized that

possibilities to surf existed
here. With 4988 km

of coastline in between

the North Atlantic and
Greenland Sea there is indeed

a huge potential but with

so much shoreline to explore

I would need guidance to

the best breaks available.

My first port of call in my
Journey of discovery was to a
well-known surfing website,
www. wannasurt.com, where
lo and behold I discovered
four spots in Iceland. A little

more research and I came

across a surfer who was based
in Keflavik as a US Naval
Officer; although there no
longer, he pointed me in the
direction of a local surfer
named Georg Hilmarsson
Iceland’s surf guru”. A
strange feeling to hear those
three words in conjunction
together.

I contacted Georg shortly after and
as with most surfers you come across,
he was very approachable and more
than happy to help me. Georg, I
found out is a native of Reykjavik, as
nearly all surfers here are, explaining
why most of the known breaks are
concentrated in the surrounding
area. Moving to Australia at a
formative age, he grew up in the
bosom of surfing, learning his trade
there and eventually returning to his
native land in the mid nineties but
thought better of trying to surf in the
harsh extremities of the ocean. In
1998 a group of local snowboarders
started surfing the area around
Reykjavik, heralding the emergence
of Iceland as a wave riding location
and prompting Georg back into the
scene. Using his vast experience from
Australia, he was quickly propelled
to standing out as one of Iceland’s
premier surfers, amongst the twenty
or so who are regulars on the breaks.
Looking at the difficulties
presented to the average Icelander
on a normal day let alone a surfer,
I ask Georg how easy it is to start
learning here. He explains that many
people have tried to start surfing
but have not had the endurance
and patience to last, “having strong
determination, ...the ability and
mental strength to get out there
and stay out there is the biggest
thing”, he tells me. The hardest
part personally for him is “putting
a wetsuit on standing outside your

N e

car, in sometimes the coldest,
bitterest days and then still having
the determination to surf after.” The
weather it seems is the one thing that
perturbs people from starting.

To surf in Iceland you need to be
prepared. It would be irresponsible
to suggest that you could just throw
on a pair of shorts, pick up a board,
trundle down to the beach, jump
on the next passing freight train of
a wave, ride a tube and be back in
your corrugated tin roofed house to
watch the sun go down. The best
season to surf in Iceland is during
the coldest months of January and
February when the winter swell
increases the size and frequency of
the waves. Therefore with the harsh
elements attacking you will need
to be wearing a full 6mm wetsuits,
gloves, boots and hoods to cope with
the conditions. Even on warmer days
in spring like the day I went, full
protection is needed.

Surfing in so much equipment
at first feels claustrophobic and
uncomfortable. It is difficult to
manoeuvre but guarantees warmth,
which is pivotal in these waters as
hypothermia can set in only after a
few minutes of exposure. All surf
spots here are barren and open to the
elements.

Surfing Sandvik

Expecting nothing less I
arrived in Sandvik, the first stop
on my surfing tour that day. Most



surfing is conducted around the
Reykjanes peninsula, with numerous
breaks spread out from Keflavik to
Pérshavn, the chances of running
into anyone are remote. Sandvik, as
its name hints, is a sand bed reef.
Situated 10 km south of Keflavik,
between Hafnir and Grindavik the
beach is an isolated 2 km stretch of
phenomenal beauty. The presence
of sand gives a false sense of security
but when surfing at any time in
Iceland, you are subject to many
dangers, not only are there the

rock reefs to contend with but also
extremely strong rips and under-
currents. In Sandvik these are
exceptional and the rookie surfer
would have great difficulty if caught
unawares here with the conditions
varying greatly. The waves are kind
to me on this day, presenting a good
mixture of small and medium sized
breaks, enabling some nice surf.

I ask Georg about the frequency
and size of the waves normally,
he explains that “in Iceland you don’t
think about the size... I am just
happy to be out there enjoying it,
every wave I get.” He has a point,
as the frequency of waves around
Iceland are known to be erratic and
there can be a long wait from one
surf to the next, sometimes with
months in between. Georg would
know as he is part of a small but
dedicated bunch who wait patiently
by the edge of the ocean, staring into
the void.

I feel this is what makes Iceland
different from elsewhere, the
attraction of its untouched scene.
Nobody to hinder you, no one
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detracting from experience, the

ultimate surfing episode. Take any
other well-known surfing spot in
Europe and not only do you have to
contend with a vast amount of local
and travelling surfers queuing up for
waves, but there is also the added
danger of the “non-surfer” in the
water, neither of these are an issue
here. It is just you, the board, the
freedom of the waves and sometimes
the stares of the odd, old, perplexed
fisherman.

Georg told me that surfing
originally came from the US Naval
officers based here many years ago
and more recently with officers from
Hawaii and other notable US surfing
areas being stationed around the
area, word of Iceland’s quality seeped
through to professionals. World
circuit pro surfer Ross Williams
recently visited with a team of pros
he surfed along the northwestern
shores of Iceland. Amazed by the
scenery and quality of the waves
he has used it as part of a filmed

Surfer Georg Hilmarsson cruising
the waves in Reykjanes

location in his recent movie Seasons.
Georg summed up the appeal
of Icelandic surfing for me: “even
though it’s cold, miserable, very dark
in winter and sometimes lacking in
waves for a long time...it is still a surf
paradise in my mind.” I cannot agree
more, the true words of a guru.

By Stephen Taylor-Matthews

Georg Hilmarsson is currently
in the process of pushing for new
ways to increase the awareness
of Icelandic Surfing. Further
information and links:

http S/ www.surf greind.is
Georg’s surfing website

(in Icelandic)

bttp.//www.geocities.com/

surficeland/
Mike Loomis’ guide to Icelandic

Surfing (recommended guide in
English)

Puffin Island

Take part in an adventure at sea with an
unforgettable 3-hour trip from Reykjavik harbour
into the world of whales and sea birds.

Daily departures from Reykjavik

April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct

9:00 | 9:00 | 9:00 | 9:00 | 9:00 | 9:00

13:00{13:00{13:00{13:00{13:00{13:00|13:00
17:00{17:00{17:00

Call us now

or visit

www.elding.is

W Eldin
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Elding Whale Watching, Reykjavik, Iceland
Tel: (+354) 555 3565, Fax: (+354) 554 7420
info@elding.is, www.elding.is
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What did you do

Grapevine designer and overall
impressionable youth Jéhannes
Kjartansson recently journeyed to
the land of Vice Magazine. He came
back grinning but slightly shaken.
We decided to grill him on his

journey.

Why did you go to New York City?
Don’t you know America is full of
fundamentalist Christians and fat
people and malls?

Because I've always wanted to

go and see it for myself. I have a
friend working there... most of

the Americans I've met aren’t in
those categories. I'd also heard that
New York is a country within a
country it’s not American it's more a
multicultural thing. 'm more excited

by New York than maybe Texas.

It can’t be that fun in New York.

I mean, everyone in Reykjavik is
an artist. Everyone in Reykjavik

is a somebody. In New York
they’re probably all accountants or
pornographers.

Accountants or pornographers? I
once met Peter Saville, the designer
of the Joy Division and New Order
covers. He made a map of the

New York grid and described how
Manbhattan is a creative centre for
the world. A place where ideas melt
together.

So you rented a car and drove
around? Did they have super-jeeps?
No. No. I saw one Hummer. It was
yellow, like in the ads.

Ilove Sex in the City, that’s my
favourite show ever. Then Friends.
Did you do what those people did?
Be rich and say stupid shit?

Yeah, I said a lot of stupid shit,
because I was partying every night. I
acted rich even though I ain’t rich. I
took my credit card along and acted
stupid. And that made me rich.

Did you see TRL? (Popular MTV
Show filmed in Times Square)
Which is? The guy we were staying
with had 1000 television stations.

I just thought that was excessive.
The most fun I had was watching
television ads. All the clichés in
the world bonded together in 10
seconds. I was surprised that I was
the only person who found them
hilarious.

Interview by Bart Cameron

in New York?

There’s probably a lot of bands who
sound just like The Strokes just
walking around everywhere playing
Strokes songs.

Yeah. I tried to see as many concerts
as I could but the high season doesn’t
start until June. I saw Fischerspooner
and that was the best show I went
to. There are certain club nights like
Misshapes that have 400 people all
looking like the Strokes. But they

all go home at 2 or 3 o clock. No
stamina. But they start partying early
at like 8 pm. That lifestyle might
actually be better than staying out
until 7 in the morning like we do in
Iceland, because that totally ruins the
next couple of days.

Did I mention that tattoos are very
popular in New York. Multi-colour
roses and dragons tattoos on girls’
shoulders and upper arms? And there
was a no smoking thing. I liked that.
You could go out and not smell like
an ash tray when you got home.

I only asked about the Strokes.
(Silence.)

Was it lonely in the morning there,
when you woke up and all the stores
were closed because people were
hung over?

I didn’t notice that much. What

do you mean, stores were closed

are you talking about Iceland? Oh,
funny. But I did touristy stuff in

the mornings. And was shopping in
the afternoon—shops are open a lot
longer than in Iceland. But I hate
the tips. Tips are absurd. People get
insulted if you tip them the wrong
way. New York would be better
without the tips.

They’re probably three years behind
Iceland in fashion in New York. All
fashion coming from Reykjavik,
Paris and Milan, where there aren’t
any fat people or fundamentalist
Christians.

Is there any fashion in Iceland?

I'll ask the questions here. Did
you feel embarrassed for the New
Yorkers that they don’t speak an
ancient language? I mean, it’s so
impure.

No. I wouldn’t say so. They all
speak English and some Spanish,
also; that’s an old language. And
they have different ways of speaking

English, so many accents. The girls
have a very special way of talking.

And did you miss being around the
most beautiful women in the world?
Not really. I think they are no less
beautiful in New York. I figure they
have very good figures in New York.
It’s funny, when I got back to the
airport it was very easy to recognize
Icelanders. When we went out, me
and my friend Siggi, people could
tell that we weren’t American, and
that was before we started speaking
with our weird accent. It’s not that
Icelanders are more beautiful, it’s just
something different.

Do they listen to a lot of Mugison

NEW YORK

United States of America

: . No overnight stay required.
Icelandair from Keflavik to New York:

’ 8 days in New York - Photo Journal

" . | 3 ‘
From Reykjavik to New York, from June 15th =
fo July 15th, booked at least one week in
advance:

Iceland Express from Keflayik
f
9,699 ISK round trip e
British Airways from London 1 g
35,210 ISK round trip oo NewiYerk:
.. Total: 44,909 |SK

London:

no less than 47,900 round trip.

Prices drop considerably after October 1.

and Trabant on the radio there?
I didn’t hear them. But mostly I
listened to the radio in the taxis.
Taxi drivers mainly listened to traffic
radio. But I know Trabant had a
show a month ago there, I just don’t
know if they've made it to the radio.

Maybe if they were in a traffic
accident?

No, I don’t get it. Traffic accident?
Yeah, exactly. Probably that’s a good
way to get publicity in New York.
Just stop traffic on the way to JFK.
Then everyone in the taxis would
hear about you on their radios.

opening hours : 8 - 18
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When the ever-hectic young travel writer Anna
Sussman, of the New York Times and various
extremely glossy magazines, stopped by the
Grapevine to get a Reykjavik perspective we made
a deal: we told her about Kaffibarinn and Pylsa,
and she agreed to give us the scoop on the New
York scene.

The Bad: Hummers

In a diverse and confused city like New York, it’s
hard to pin the blame on one particular culprit. I
can't tell if it was P. Diddy who popularized this
fad, or they're being given out as souvenirs from
Iraq for the soldiers finally finished with their
extended, and then re-extended tours of duty, or if
it has to do with President Bush and the massive
tax cut he put into place on vehicles weighing over
6,000 pounds, but the Hummer has taken over
New York City. Actually, wait, I think it’s the

last one. Which makes the Hummer not just the
douchebag car, but the greedy douchebag car.

The Good: Extreme Textiles at the Cooper-Hewitt
Museum

On the poster, it looks like a diamond-and-
sapphire Van Cleef and Arpels brooch. You
could pin it on your lapel if you wanted to, but
in fact it’s a polyester bioimplantable device for
reconstructive shoulder surgery, meant for use
inside the body. Like many of the objects on
display at Extreme Textiles: Designing for High
Performance, the embroidery of the blue-and-
white 8-pointed star is an aesthetic achievement
in its own right. It’s easy to forget that as its
primary function, the embroidery technique
performs Herculean tasks, mimicking the multi-
directionality of real tissue while allowing the
implant to act as a scaffolding for tissue in-
growth. Likewise, the warp knitted stainless steel
band, which can withstand temperatures of up

to 700°, looks more like a futuristic Issey Miyake
scarf than a damping and transportation device
used in producing car windshields.

That many of the pieces are displayed like design
objects on sale at Muji or Conran makes it hard
to conceive of how these textiles are impacting
our lives. The pretext of the show, that by using

innovative materials, ancient textile-making
techniques can have groundbreaking applications,
is simple. However, making the cognitive leap
from, for example, the narrow-weaving of an

11 century Peruvian wool turban band to a

twill woven Kevlar fabric designed to prevent an
airplane’s fan blade from penetrating the engine
case, can prove difficult.

The show begins with historic examples of
textiles from the museum’s collection that clearly
illustrate, by virtue of accompanying magnified
detail photos, the five basic methods of textile
construction: weaving, knitting, braiding, netting,
and embroidery. It is then organized according
to each object’s high-performance characteristic:
stronger, lighter, faster, smarter, and safer. The
textiles’ applications span a wide range of fields,
from architecture to aerospace and transportation,
and are brought to life through the videos,

touch panels, and interactive pieces stationed
throughout.

Of all of the objects in the exhibition, curator
Matilda McQuaid cites the medical textiles, and
“how beautiful, how functional they were, as well
as how significant the textile structure is in the
ultimate performance of the object,” as the most
surprising elements of the show for her. Indeed,
many of the objects, having been developed by
NASA or for heavy industry use are so futuristic
or high-performance that it’s hard to relate them
to your daily life, unless you are an astronaut

or a race-car driver. Yet, while most of us will
probably never need a space suit glove with
embedded robotic controls, it’s easy to see how
the embroidered device for reconstructive surgery
might one day save our lives. Which is a lot of
responsibility for a textile.

Extreme Textiles: Designing for High Performance
15 on view at the Cooper-Hewitt, National Design
Museum through October 307, 2005.

www.ndm.st.edu

The Inevitable:

Outdoor Sushi in New York

For all the heinous noise and environmental
pollution, dining outside in New York is still
pretty fun. It gets especially worthwhile as the
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weather gets warm, girls start wearing slutty
clothes, all the pasty people get tans and the

city is all around nicer to look at. One of the

best things to eat outdoors is sushi. It’s tepid, its
texture is such that the dirt from the New York
air which inevitable coats your food isn’t all that
noticeable, and it doesn’t make you fat, which is
also important this time of year.

That said, there are good and bad places to eat
sushi outside. The best is Blue Ribbon Sushi,
119 Sullivan St, between Prince and Spring, 212
343 0404. (Also with a location in Park Slope,
Brooklyn.) Although they don’t have outdoor
dining on the premises, you can get your order to
take away, and eat it in the park a few steps down
the street. This way, you skip waiting an hour or
more for a table, you're outside with the bums
and drunkards, and you don’t need to tip anyone.
Plus, if you need more fresh-grated wasabi, which
you probably will, especially if you've never tasted
the good freshly-grated root before, it’s right down
the street. All of the dishes are recommended
since the fish is of outstanding quality; but try the
California roll with king crab, just to see what a
California roll should really taste like.

The worst is The Garden at 18 9™ Avenue,
between Gansevoort and 13" St, 212 660 6766. 1
wouldn’t worry too much about winding up here
accidentally since apparently the only way to get a
reservation is through the publicist since it’s “very,
very VIP and exclusive. Very strict door policy,”
according to the air-kissing floor manager, Josh.
Enforcing this strict door policy is Josh’s stooge,
the gum-snapping, pony-tailed Zoolander extra
of a doorman, who is backed up by two enormous
bodyguards. If for some reason you still want

to eat here, maybe because it is outside and has
heatlamps and there’s a high wall separating the
dining space from the hooligans on the street (oh
wait, they have the table next to you) there are a
variety of extraordinarily boring sushi rolls, most
of them priced to offend at around $15-19 each.
Evocative of a Zen garden decorated by Carmen
Electra, with candles floating in a reflective pool
and backlit by tawdry red recessed neon, this place
is a sad reminder of everything that’s wrong with

New York today.
by Anna Sussman
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SWIMMING POOLS

How to truly immerse yourself in the local works of art

If you tuned in last issue, we
told you were the beautiful
people take off their clothes,
and where the less beautiful

people go to do jumping
Jacks in steam rooms. In this
issue, we inform the faithful
Grapevine readers about the
pools and other structures for
bathing that are of significant
local importance because of
architecture or history.

We are taking a Reykjavik-based
approach to this whole swimming
pool thing. Part of this is because
a devious American journalist beat
us to the punch in writing about
swimming all across Iceland.

Another reason is that we have the
sickly white skin and toothpick
physiques of city-slickers. We take
these bodies out to Akureyri, where
W H Auden celebrated the beauty
of the city pools in Letters from
Iceland, and we would be mocked
severely.

In any case, we have already
described the most popular local
pools, what follows is a list of the
most historically important and
beautiful, or, simply, pools that are
also sites.

Sundhéll Reykijavikur

Reason we like it: In our opinion, this
is one of the most beautiful buildings
in Iceland. The pool was designed
by Reykjavik’s most accomplished
architect, Gudjon Samuelsson, who
also designed Hallgrimskirkja, the
enormous concrete structure in
whose shadow the pool sits. This
indoor pool, with its almost gothic
maze of locker rooms, has been the
feature of more than a few works

of art, including a remarkable
photographic mural by Roni Horn.
Reason we don’t live here: The pool is
indoors. While that makes sense in a
cold, windswept country, we just feel
it makes a little too much sense.
Typical Quote: I don’t care what

you say, I like the French version of
Three Men and a Baby much more
than the American version.

Hotel Loftleidir

Reason we like it: The only indoor hotel pool
in Reykjavik has been celebrated by locals for
decades. With tasteful ornamental interior
design, the small pool and hot tub is especially
popular during the holiday season, when the
whole Nordic swimming outdoors thing gets a
little tiresome. A trip to Loftleidir is regarded
as absolute leisure. As one local told me “I
went to that pool when I was 8, and I still
remember it fondly.”

Reason we don’t live here: It’s a small pool for
special occasions.

Typical Quote: If I make enough money, I'm
> going to build on of these. And also I'll buy a
- big plasma tv. And lots of hot dogs.

Nauthélsvik

Reason we like it: One of the more absurd
beaches in the world, Nauthdlsvik features
imported yellow sand, hot water pumped into
the ocean, and various seldom-used volleyball
courts. If you never fully liked the beach,

this is the place for you. It’s like Tim Burton
redesigned L.A. Anybody who isn’t sitting in
the incredibly comfortable enormous hot pot is
shivering, usually. And the view over the bay,
with a beached vessel just across the harbour,
is flat out beautiful.

Nauthoélsvik

3 this.

Reason we don’t live bere: It’s hard to get to.
And it’s only open in the summer.
g" Typical Quote: I can’t believe somebody built

Hotel Loftleidir,

Located next to the Reykjavik airport.
444-4500

Open 8:00-13:00 and 16:00-21:00
Monday through Saturday.

700 ISK. free for guests

Sundhill Reykjavikur, Baronstigur
551-4059

Mon.-Fri. 06:30-21:30

Sat.-Sun. 08:00-19:00

250 ISK adults

110 ISK kids

Nauthélsvik, Located behind Oskuhlid
(where Perlan sits) and the Reykjavik
airport

511-6630

Every day, 10:00-20:00

Free admission, with 200 ISK for a locker

by Bart Cameron

Guesthouse by Engjavegur
Kitchen, TV and bathroom in all
rooms. Hot tubs!

800 Selfoss, tel: 482-3585
gesthus@gesthus.is - gesthus.is

Bed and Breakfast in the center
of Reykjavik. Attractions within five
minutes walk. We offer you relaxing
atmosphere. Guesthouse Odinn, Od-
insgata 9, 101 Reykjavik, Tel: +354
861 3400, www.odinnreykjavik.com

Hamar Hostel

Made beds and sleep- A
ing bag accommodation witiiirona
from 1950 ISK only!

Less than an hour drive from
Reykjavik by the main road no.1.
Hamri, 310 Borgarnes.

Tel. 437-1663, hamar@hostel.is

Grundarfjordur Hostel

Do nothing, then rest. Or go hiking,
swimming, horse-riding, whale watch-
ing, kayaking, golfing and more. Central
in Sneefellsnes. Open all year.

Tel: 562-6533/ 895-6533,
grundarfjordur@hostel.is

Vik Hostel

Sudurvikurvegi 5, 870 Vik.

Great view over the ocean and
beautyful surroundings. Nights from
only 1650 ISK Tel.: 487 1106 / 867
2389 E-mail: vik@hostel.is

Vogar Ferdpjonusta

Vogum 660 Myvatn, 12 rooms w/
made beds, sleeping bag accom-
modation for 64 pers., Kitchenfacili-
ties Real budget accommodation!
tel: 464-4399. Ask for buridur,
info@vogahraun.is

Cottage boroddsstadir
Up to 6 pers. per house + hot tub
245 Sandgeroi

tel: 893-7523/423-7748
e-mail: putti@simnet.is

Salka Guesthouse
Skipagata 1

600 Akureyri

tel: 461-2340

e-mail: salka@nett.is
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Lake View hotel.
Beauiiful Couniry side hotel
All rooms have made beds and
private facilities
Tel: 464-4142
e-mail: reykjahlid@islandiais

Hrollaugsstadir/Gerdi

Guesthouse

12 km from Jokulsérlagoon

32 rooms: made beds and sleeping
bag accommodation

tel: 846-0641. Ask for Bjorn

Hotel Hellnar

-at the Foot of the Glacier
Hellnar, 356 Snaefellsbaer
Tel: 435-6820 Fax: 435-6801
hotel@hellnar.is - hellnar.is

Urdarstekkur Guesthouse
Cheap accommodation just by
bus-terminal at Mjédd
Urdarstekkur 12 - 109 Reykjavik
tel: 557-4095

Hotel Breidafjordur

Only 2 hours drive from Reykjavik. Small
and friendly hotel, perfectly located in the
centre of the town, only a few minutes
walk from the beautiful harbour of Styk-
kishélmur. The hotel offers a splendid view
over the harbour and Breidafjordur. If our
guests need to access the internet they
can do so on a fulltime online computer.
Hotelguests can play golf without a charge
at the towns 9 holes golfcourse.

H-His Guesthouse

Warm and charming on every
occasion. 4 rooms. Kitchen facili-
ties

Ennisbraut 2 355 Olafsvik

Order at 8949284 ask for Hafdi's

Brekkur

871 Vik

tel: 487-1333
www.dyrholaey.is

=3

‘Gliesthouse Hvammur
Hesthbuse by theWarkog

Mada beds &isleepingbagg
accomidation™*Breakfast also
available, *

T80 Hofn - tel. 4781603

e-mall. hvammur3@simnet.is

Hd[el m.hnte'_-rra-n:s._;
FRAMNES

GLRUNIPALE ORI
=Your home on holiday

Tel. 438 6893
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Nyibaer youth hostel

By main road Hafnarbraut. Double
rooms or dormitory rooms. Kitchen-
facilities. Many types of activity in
the area. Vatnajokull glacier tours
available near by. Hafnarbraut 8, 780
Hornafjordur. tel. 478-1736

Guesthouse Andarunginn
Leekjargata 6b

tel-5522410
mail-postur@andarunginn.is
Rooms from lkr 4900-open all
year.

Lonsa Guesthouse
L6énsa in Horgarbyggd
601 Akureyri

tel: 462-5037

Accomodation,
Camping grounds,
Restaurant,
Swimmingpool
Reykjahverfi
I1S-641 Husavik
Iceland

tel. 464-3903
heivei@mmedia.is
www.heidarbaer.is

Gistiheimilié Akurinn

i Brekkugdtu 27a, Akureyri 'vaw.akurinn.is
OPID ALLT ARID

Myvatrn-Husavik

roundtrip.
Cottages, Husavik

tal (3541 BO2-174:

want to be in
accommodations ?
Call for
information and

rates :

540 3605
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—not the destination

Your car rental experts put you on the
right track in Iceland.

Be smart, rent wisely and get the most
out of your journey in Iceland.
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Chilling excitement

Discover the many faces of Iceland

AIR ICELAND

Flugfélag Islands
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Stuffed with stuij

“It is safe to say
that we’ll never
know what
Svanhildur’s
intentions were in
the interview, and
we’ll never know
whether Oprah
has a disgraceful
editing-style,
either.”

From Pérdis Elva

Porvaldsdéttir Bachmann’s

Feature. PAGE 17-19

“The authorities
believed they were
protecting the purity
of our race and
culture by their
policies towards
Jews and blacks.
The idea that this
was racism simply
didn’t sink in.”
Pér Whitehead on immigration.
PAGE 16

“Looking at his
work one has to
wonder why is he
not a household
name in Iceland.
It is so obvious
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it’s as much of a _
coincidence as it h
first might seem, -
that the public .
debate articles in -
Morgunbladid are 91,9 mm
right next to the FM ;'/ N{\ 5\1\\(\0\ %
obituaries.” -
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