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The Most Beautiful Thing In The World 

This issue’s cover is beautiful. I hope you like it, I’m 
sure you do, but your opinion doesn’t really concern 
me, because I think that it is absolutely beautiful. 
Intrinsically beautiful. Unconditionally beautiful. 
Beautiful. Just beautiful. Heart-warming. Radiant. 
Touching. Its beauty reaches deep inside of my very 
being, if such a thing exists, touching upon my inner-
most core, if such a thing exists. Every time I glance 
its way, I am filled with the warm energy it exudes, 
a pure joy that trickles down my spine and out my 
nerves and through my veins and pores, connecting 
me with everything there is. 
 The image is wonderful, sure. It’s no wonder, 
either: some of the most talented people you’ll find 
came together, pitched in and contributed to the cre-
ation of the image that’s on our cover.
 We do that kinda thing all the time though, and 
the resulting images rarely turn me into a gushing, 
pulsating pile of jelly.
 This one is different. It’s special. Here’s why.
 This is a picture of seven musical acts in a class-
room in downtown Reykjavík. The man pretending 
to be a teacher is composer Úlfur Eldjárn, who has 
constantly supplied me with moments of joy and 
beauty since the 1990s, first as member of a novelty 
act called Kósý, later as a member of bands like Ap-
parat Organ Quartet, and now as an adventurous 
composer.
 The guy throwing the paper plane is called 
Auðunn, and he creates music as Auður. I had never 
heard of him before encountering him in that class-
room. He is a happy, polite young guy, and he shared 
his music with me when I asked him to. I have not 
stopped listening to it since. It is great. He also has an 
infectious laugh. 
 The blonde kid next to him is called Gaukur, but 
his rapper name is GKR. I saw him rap at some house 
party at five in the morning this summer, and his 
exuberance and cheer invigorated and endeared me. 
At the shoot, I learned that he possesses a disarming 
sincerity, that can warm any room.
 Those guys that are all covered in blood and shit, 
they’re a band called Misþyrming. They play good, 
honest black metal, and they are very sincere in their 
efforts and endeavours, going to great lengths and 
working very hard to realize their artistic vision, 
which they are happy to share.
 The two punker girls, they’re called Alexandra 

and Júlíana. They are fun, fierce and they don’t take 
any shit from anyone. Having watching them play 
several shows with the band they created, Börn, I 
can also tell you that they have a clear, brilliant vi-
sion of the art they want to engage in, and they work 
harder than anyone to realize it. What’s best is that 
they reach more people every time they play, which 
means more people will enjoy the chance to consider 
the philosophy they espouse (it is an important phi-
losophy).
 The two guys in masks, they are from a myste-
rious secret band called Vaginaboys. I was abroad 
when they became the most popular and exciting 
band in Iceland, and I really just kind of missed it. 
When I wandered into that schoolroom, I thought: 
who are these guys in white masks? It’s weird to 
wear white masks at a photoshoot. They should 
probably remove them.
 I then learned that they are a secret band, and 
then I heard their secret music and got an insight 
into their secret plan to spread their thoughts and 
love to more and more people every day. After talk-
ing to them, I am certain they will succeed in their 
goal, but I am equally certain that it doesn’t matter 
if they don’t, because what they’ve made is already 
heart-breakingly beautiful. 
 And then there are the sort of plain guys sitting 
by the window. They are me. But not really. They 
come from a tiny town that’s next to the slightly less 
tiny town I came up in, and they were isolated from 

the rest of the world like I was, and music provided 
an important and expansive window to all the co-
lours of the world for them, as it did for me. I might 
be projecting but I’m pretty sure that happened for 
them as it did for me, because in tiny towns like ours 
nothing really changes.
 They are called Rythmatik, and when they are on 
stage they glow like a thousand suns, exuding rays of 
light and happiness, because they love it and because 
of that moment when you lose your grip and all of the 
sudden you’re hanging in the air, weightless.
 These are the seven musical acts featured on 
our beautiful cover: Rythmatik, Vaginaboys, Auður, 
Börn, Úlfur Eldjárn, GKR and Misþyrming, 
 These are the seven artists we asked to be on our 
cover to celebrate this year’s Iceland Airwaves fes-
tival, and we chose them because we like them and 
believe in what they do—but there are five hundred 
other musical acts appearing at the festival and in 
the city that week, and most of them are just as beau-
tiful and their stories are just as interesting and the 
worlds they create are just as fascinating.
Music, it’s fucking great. Go hug a musician today. 
---
PS – be sure to download the monster Airwaves com-
pilation from our website next week. All the musicians 
donated their work for your enjoyment.
Featuring: Skelkur í bringu, My Bubba, Mafama, 
Markús And The Diversion Sessions, dj. flugvél og 
geimskip, Kriki, Gusgus, Kött Grá Pjé, Herra Hne-
tusmjör & Joe Frazier, Ghostigital, Hide Your Kids, 
Rúnar Þórisson, Severed, HAM, Vio, Mr. Signout, In 
The Company Of Men, Mosi Musik, Teitur Magnús-
son, Trúboðarnir, Borko, Serengeti, Oyama, Future-
grapher, Jón Ólafsson, Sykur, FURA, Axel Flóvent, 
Good Moon Deer, Himbrimi, Magnús Leifur, Asonat, 
Ruxpin, Kippi Kaninus, WESEN, Munstur, Gunnar 
Jónsson Collider, Cell7, Bistro Boy, Æla, HIMBRIM, 
Vaginaboys, TRPTYCH, Mógil, Red Barnett, Úlfur El-
djárn, Lára, Elín Helena, Var, Grúska Babúska, Ryth-
matik, Ylja, Epic Rain, Hekla, Brilliantínus, H.dór, Mi-
kael Lind, DÖPUR, Helgi Valur, Nordic Affect, DALÍ, 
Börn, Tonik Ensemble, DAVEETH, & more!

Editorial: Haukur S. Magnússon
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this issue's  most aw esome letter!

 

Check it out! Whoever sent in this issue's 
LOVELIEST LETTER gets a free Grapevine 
T-shirt, featuring the regal G that adorns our 
cover. DON’T PANIC if your letter wasn’t 
found to be this issue's loveliest. You can 
still get a tee for a low, low price over our 
website, www.grapevine.is.

And guess what: we always give out SICK 
prizes for each issue's LOVELIEST LETTER, 
so be sure to send in some fun and/or 
interesting missives.

Give us your worst: letters@grapevine.is

LOVELIEST LETTER
FREE GRAPEVINE TEE HEE HEE!

A friend is traveling in the states and 
just posted that they saw Einstök in 
New Jersey cheaper than in Reykja-
vik, 5 minutes of google-fu later and 
behold:
Liquor Store Prices:
USA: $1.99 USD (251 ISK) http://
www.klwines.com/p/i?i=1091599
UK: £1.93 GBP (379 ISK) http://
www.thedrinkshop.com/products/
nlpdetail.php?prodid=7528
Iceland: 399 ISK - http://www.vin-
budin.is/desktopdefault.aspx/tabid-
188/?text=Einst%C3%B6k

Vínbúðin, fucking bastards!

Cheers,
Davy

Hi Davy! 

Congrats on getting internet down 
in the locker.
 Like many foreigners, you’ve 
misunderstood some crucial facts 
about Iceland: 
 First off, beer is subsidized in 
New Jersey as an incentive to get 
people to live in New   
Jersey. 
 Secondly, the UK is given all 
the Einstök that is collected from 
spills or failed batches.   
 Those Brits can’t tell the dif-
ference. Interestingly though, I 
heard British people can see  
colours more vividly, and have a 
heightened since of smell during 

periods of political unrest.
 Lastly, if you say Vínbúðin are  
“fucking bastards”, you are say-
ing the government is filled with 
“fucking bastards.” A completely 
unsubstantiated claim! When has 
any government employee or per-
son in office ever conducted them-
selves like a “fucking bastard?” 
 Keep that salty language at the 
bottom of the sea where it belongs.

The Reykjavík Grapevine

Hello Reykjavik Grapevine,
 
I just want to say thank you for having the 
publication online.  We live in Minneapo-
lis (I am married to an Icelander) and we 
love reading your publication online (both 
of us).  It’s a great way to stay connected to 
whats going on in Iceland and the content 
is almost always just fantastic (LOVE the 
humor).  Just wanted to say thanks!  

That’s all J
 

Well, J, we are really glad you enjoy 
reading The Grapevine online. Hon-
estly, we’re always a bit nervous about 
the difference between online and the 
print edition. There is a significant dif-
ference in how people consume the two 
mediums. The tactile nature of print, 
or what academics call “the codex,” 
has numerous advantages—including 
some interesting research suggesting 
that you retain more information when 
you read off the printed page. Also, our 
writers have a certain sense of pride 
when a physical object is created car-
rying their text. 
 However, you have highlighted 
one of the benefits of online: distribu-
tion. We can reach readers around 
the world, except certain provinces in 
China, but depending on the reader's 

ambition, there are several methods 
for bypassing the firewalls (Actually, 
the physical and computational “nut & 
bolts” is fascinating when you consider 
it as part of the evolution of communi-
cation technology).
 The other benefit of online is space. 
We can publish massive tombs with 
incoherent, seemingly non-connected, 
photo galleries. You can even get your 
computer to read it to you. We’ve al-
ways hoped someone would record 
their computer reading one of our 
longer pieces, set the robotic speech to 
music and enter it in one of the various 
music competitions that are held all 
over the globe—except in certain prov-
inces in China.
 We do come to a real conundrum on 
the matter of time. By printing an is-
sue, we have frozen a slice of time and 
readers know what to expect based on 
the publication date. We publish twice 
monthly in the summer and monthly in 
the winter. Their data sits on a physi-
cal object that occupies space. With 
online publishing, people expect ev-
erything to be constantly updated, re-
vised, and relevant. The article doesn’t 
take up physical space, so it’s almost 
as if the article starts to shrink as time 
passes and the article sits unnoticed. 
It drowns in the infinity of internet 
space. However, if the piece goes viral. 

It could seem to fill a space in the col-
lective conscious far greater than any 
printed counterpart. It would show up 
on news feeds, emails, aggregated in-
ternet sites.   
 J, what we’re really talking about 
here is perception. Is your concept of 
the Grapevine, the concept you’ve con-
structed in your head, different from 
someone who reads only the print ver-
sion? What things are you missing out 
on? What extras are you getting? What 
if Icelanders who read the Grapevine 
here have fundamentally different ex-
periences with the magazine than you 
do online? You would think you were 
staying connected to Iceland. When in 
reality, you’d be slowly drifting fur-
ther and further apart at the level of 
the brain. We are stealing Iceland from 
you and leaving you a shapeless, infi-
nite void, which is glossed with photos 
and consolation. 
 We’re not telling you this so you 
have to live in misery and suffering, 
without consolation. The abolition of 
this illusory happiness is a demand to 
live in a world with real happiness. 
 Subscribe to have the print edition 
sent your way. 
 We ship internationally—except 
certain provinces in China.

Say your piece, voice your 
opinion, send your letters to: 
letters@grapevine.is

SOUR GRAPES AND STUFF

Reykjavík Art Museum HAFNARHÚS
Tryggvagata 17, 101 Rvk

ÁSMUNDARSAFN 
Sigtún, 105 Rvk

KJARVALSSTAÐIR  
Flókagata, 105 Rvk

Visit Iceland’s 
largest 
art museum
artmuseum.is

ÁsmundarsafnKjarval

Open daily
One admission 
to three museums

Varma is available in various
tourist shops around Iceland

the timeless
warmth
of Iceland

Varma is dedicated to maintaining 
Icelandic tradition in developing, 
designing and manufacturing 
quality garments and accessories 
from the best Icelandic wool and 
sheepskin shearling.
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ICEWEAR offers an extensive 

collection of clothing for the 

outdoor enthusiast, ranging 

from high-tech down jackets to 

unique wool products made in 

Iceland. We strive to offer colors 

and cuts in line with the latest 

trends, quality materials and 

competitive prices.

icelandic design
since 1972

WWW.ICEWEAR.IS
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Exciting Day Tours 
– Beautiful Places –

“Excellent tour of Golden Circle, Reykjavik.”
Collected and returned to cruise ship. Excellent trip 
and would definitely recommend. The price was approx. 
one-third of the cruise excursion.No problems with 
booking over the internet. Fantastic.
Visited May 2015

News | WTF

Words and photo by York Underwood
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I had met Dave Eggers the night before he 
gave a talk at the Reykjavík Literary Festi-
val. He was having a drink at Reykjavík’s 
oldest coffeeshop/unofficial Icelandic 
hip-hop HQ, Prikið. 
 At Prikið, Dave was friendly. He told 
me that after his talk, he would be meeting 
for lunch with Kári Stefánsson at the offic-
es of deCODE Genetics, and that members 
of the press were welcome. He invited me 
to come along—actually, he signed my 
copy of ‘The Circle’: “See you Tomorrow, 
Dave Eggers.” 

Pepsi Max
I arrived at deCode fifteen minutes early. 
The lunch should be commencing at 
noon, supposedly, allegedly, from what I’d 
been told. 
 No one at deCode knew what I was 
talking about. 
 I checked the Reykjavík Literary Festi-
val website, but nothing. No one at deCode 
knew who Dave Eggers was, let alone his 
lunch plans. I wandered out the back door 
and paced around the genetic research 
company’s basketball court. Kári Stefáns-
son is crazy about basketball, I’d later 
learn. I walked back inside and decided to 
leave.
 That’s when Dave Eggers got dropped 
off in front of deCODE’s offices. 
 Dave headed to the front desk and 
told the clerk he was here to see Kári. A 
quick phone call and we were given visi-
tor's passes, led through security, and led 
upstairs, where the geneticist awaited.
 “This is York, from the Grapevine,” 
Dave introduced me to Kári. “I told him he 
could join the lunch, but you can kick him 
out if you want. He’s from Canada.”
 “No, he’s a good kid,” said Kári, whom 
I have never met. “We’re glad to have him 

here.”
 Kári led us into an empty boardroom, 
with two spots at the long table set for 
lunch. Dave sat down on the other side of 
the table and I sat next to Kári. He urged 
me to eat. The lunch consisted of a salad 
with pita bread, sourdough bread, chicken 
wings, and two bottles of Pepsi Max.

“Those people who are under the 
delusion that they’re immortal”

Kári pressed Dave about the possibilities 
of starting a tutoring centre here in Reyk-
javík, similar to 826 Valencia, and what 
Dave’s role would be. Kári shifted the con-
versation to his past and his inability to do 
drugs.
 “I was never good at smoking weed,” 
Kári said. “It wasn’t really in line with the 
things I wanted to do, such as science. Did 
you ever smoke weed?”
 “No, I never smoked anything,” said 
Dave. 
 “See?” Kári turned to me. “I have 
smoked weed and he hasn’t.” 
 Dave talked about how the behav-
iour of writers, artists and musicians has 
changed. Where alcohol and drugs used 
to be more prevalent, everyone is calmer 
nowadays, medicated with antidepres-
sants. Kári explained that his research had 
suggested higher levels of schizophrenia 
amongst creative people than within the 
regular population in Iceland. Depression, 
however, was only more common with 
writers. Kári segued the discussion into 
tales of his younger years and his dedica-
tion to fitness and health. “I’m the same 
weight as when I was 26.” 
 Then he paused. 
 “Dave, you’re a good novelist,  
a good writer.”
 “Uhh, Thank you.”

 “I can do something for you. Both your 
parents died of cancer, correct?” 
 “Yes, that’s true.” It’s the subject matter 
of ‘A Heartbreaking Work Of Staggering 
Genius’.
 “Why don’t you let me take a sample of 
your DNA for sequencing?”
 “I don’t know, uh. We’ll see. Do you 
have something for me to take with me?”
 “We’ll do it right now. I’ll have the re-
sults in a month. Then you can monitor 
yourself better. You’ll know what to be 
screening for, specifically.”
 “I learnt from my Dad, he was a law-
yer, to never make a decision at the table.  
I’ll think it over.”
 “Dave, you’re not one of those people 
who are under the delusion that they’re 
immortal, are you?”
 Kári sat back in his chair, legs crossed, 
with a relaxed body but stiff neck. Kári is 
blind in one eye and he never took it off of 
Dave, who looked down, contemplatively, 
before he regained eye contact with Kári. 
They approached conversations differ-
ently: Dave was deliberate and cautious, 
while Kári seemed focused and planned.

“The brain is an organ”
“You know, Dave,” said Kári. “I think what 
you have done is only possible by some-
one with your background. People from 
anywhere else, no matter how smart or 
talented, wouldn’t come up with what you 
have, or done what you’ve done.”
 “My background? What do you mean? 
Irish Catholic?”
 “I believe thoughts might be passed 
down, genetically.”
 “Is there any scientific evidence  
for that?”
 “The brain is an organ and thoughts 
are the product of the shape and function 
of this organ, which is dependent on ge-
netics. We don’t know how thoughts are 
formed yet, but my guess is that they can 
be passed down, genetically.”
 “I like that. That’s really interesting.”
 Kári paused for a moment, “Look, 
if you give me a sample of your DNA. I 
can give you the information to properly 
screen yourself, so it could detect anything 
really early.”
 “I get screened regularly and I live a 

healthy lifestyle. My life is quite sedentary. 
I write.”
 “This from someone who wrote, ‘You 
Shall Know Our Velocity’. You seem ner-
vous about this. Do you feel unsafe giving 
me your DNA?”
 Dave looks down again. “I’m not sure 
how much information about myself I 
want available out there. It’s private. I’m a 
very private person and I’ve been burnt in 
the past.”
 “When in history has biomedical in-
formation ever been used to harm anyone? 
When?”
 “Let’s just move on. We were here to 
discuss other things, correct?”
 “You’ve made me mad now,” Kári said 
and looked away from the table, almost 
mimicking Dave.
 Dave leaned forward in his chair, 
raised his hands and chuckled to himself. 
“Oh come on, I’m not trying to upset you. 
I really love what you’re doing here and I 
respect it. I wouldn’t be here for this lunch 
if I didn’t.”
 “You see this, Dave?” Kári pressed 
his tongue in his cheek and rocked in his 
chair. “You see this? I’m only joking. I just 
don’t understand why you wouldn’t take 
this opportunity to get screened.”
 “I feel like I’m taking all the precau-
tions that I need to and I’m not sure what 
I would do with the information. I know 
cancer runs in my family.”

A line gets crossed 
I finished my second glass of Pepsi Max 
and noticed that Dave had only eaten 
pieces of bread. He had stopped eating. 
The salad, pita, and chicken wings sat 
untouched. He didn’t refill his glass with 
Pepsi Max. Kári encouraged me to eat up.
 Kári leaned forward and uncrossed 
his legs. 
 “You have to start worrying about real 
things, Dave,” said Kári. “You owe it to the 
world to give your DNA. The understand-
ing of science and breakthroughs in medi-
cine have come from the collection of data 
and samples. It’s how new breakthroughs 
are made.”
 This is when Dave asked Kári if there 
was a kit he could take with him. Kári 
commented on Dave’s book, ‘The Circle’, 
and reassured him of the safety of any 

medical information Kári would obtain.
 “I’ve had medical information leaked 
before.”
 “You mean about your sister?”
 “Yes.”
 “Dave, you have children, right? You 
owe it to your children to get your DNA 
analyzed by me.”
 “Ok, you’ve crossed a line.”
 “I have not.”
 “You have. I forgive you. But’s that’s 
crossing a line.”
 Dave finished his glass of Pepsi Max. 
Kári fell back languidly in his chair and 
crossed his legs.
 Kári lowered his voice, “When I was 
at the University of Chicago, I lived in the 
same building as Saul Bellow. Do you like 
Saul Bellow?”
 “I think he’s the greatest American 
writer of sentences. ”
 “I used to watch basketball with him. I 
would be in Saul Bellow's flat, eating Chi-
cago deep dish pizza, watching the Chi-
cago Bulls and drinking champagne.”
 “That’s great! You were there at the 
same time as him. I didn’t know that.”
 “I treated Allan Bloom.”
 “Really?”
 “Yes, I knew about it before Saul Bel-
low outed him in 'Ravelstein'.”
 “Wow.”
 “I only wish we could have started 
treatment earlier.”
 “This is the kind of thing I’m talking 
about. Maybe Allan Bloom never wanted 
this information to be public.”
 “You have to start worrying about real 
things. What are you writing about now?”
 “I’m writing about fair-trade coffee.”
 With deCODE, Kári has managed to 
get a large number of participants to do-
nate their DNA and grant access to their 
medical records. deCODE gave a t-shirt to 
anyone who consented.
 Dave never gave Kári a DNA sample. 

“I just don’t feel comfortable about it right now. I will 
go home and think about it. Can you send me a kit? To 
take a swab or something?” “Yes I can send a kit. This 
is the best genetics research laboratory in the world. 
You need to worry about real things. I got through  
‘The Circle’. It’s not your best book. This information of yours 
will never be tied to you.”

DeCoding 
Dave

My lunch with Dave Eggers  
and Kári Stefánsson
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In 2011, a teacher named 
Þórarinn Hannesson 
established the Poetry 
House (“Ljóðasetur”) 
in Siglufjörður, a small 

fishing hamlet up north. Its operations 
have been mostly funded by the founder 
himself, with the help of various private 
donors. The largest of those, a local sav-
ings bank, was recently taken over by a 
much larger banking institution, Arion 
Bank. Shortly after, Þórarinn learned 
that Arion Bank is not particularly inter-
ested in sponsoring the Poetry House in 
Siglufjörður.

Do poets need money? I thought 
they lived on souls and human 
happiness. 

You are thinking of the Dementors, the 
Harry Potter baddies. The Poetry House 
is entirely run by volunteers, so it’s clear 
the bank wasn’t saving millions of krónur 
by cutting off the funding. Nope, the 
now-discontinued grant totalled 2,100 
Euros per annum. For a small organi-
zation, that kind of money goes a long 
way. For an institution like Arion Bank, 
that’s the sorta money they use to stuff 
the cushions on the CEO’s personal lava-
tory. In the first half of 2015,  Arion Bank 
made a profit of 135 million Euros. And, 
as we’ve learned, none of those Euros will 
go towards running the Poetry House in 
a small northern Icelandic town. 

With that amount of money you 
could stuff the CEO's toilet seat 
and make some sort of crazy 
mechanism that somehow uses 
gold coins to flush. 

Which makes the bank's reluctance to 
support the Poetry House that much 
more annoying, especially since the 
bank's namesake is a legendary ancient 
Greek poet. Þórarinn Hannesson and 
other townspeople recently renovated 
an old house to serve as a museum of Ice-
landic poetry, and a venue for readings. 
It is not a very expensive institution to 
run, but as a teacher, entrusted with the 
Iceland’s youth, rather than its ones and 
zeroes, Þórarinn is not exactly the kind of 
person who can afford to light his Cuban 
cigars with five hundred Euro bills. Very 
much unlike the CEO of Arion Bank, 

Höskuldur H. Ólafsson, who brought 
home well over 350,000 Euros last year.

You need a big sofa for that many 
cushions. You can flush a lot of 
poop with that many gold coins.

Icelandic financial institutions have a 
fairly long history of supporting Icelan-
dic art and culture. Banks in Iceland have 
traditionally decorated their outposts 
and offices with paintings and sculptures 
by local artists. After the 2008 financial 
crash, it was pointed out that when com-
bined, the art collections of the three 
main banks amounted to one of Iceland’s 
biggest museums.

Considering those institutions’ 
collective fuck-ups, it's a wonder 
they haven't used the paintings as 
toilet paper by now.

Banks all over the world patronize the 
arts, but Iceland does not have a great 
selection of private institutions and/or 
persons of wealth to look to for patron-
age. Therefore, Iceland’s banks have his-

torically been been especially prominent 
supporters of arts and culture. During 
the bubble years, many Icelandic artists, 
arts collectives and cultural organiza-
tions were funded in part or in full by the 
nation’s blossoming banking institutions, 
in what were commonly considered fairly 
benevolent PR strategies. In general, art-
ists and writers do not make a lot of mon-
ey, but they do have relatively easy access 
to media. Thus, when banks tossed a few 
thousand Euros their way, they usually 
received more than their money's worth 
in terms of favourable media coverage.

You can't trust them. When poets 
thought Voldemort was going to 
win, they joined his side.

You’re still thinking of Dementors. We 
are mostly not talking about Dementors. 
Anyway. Those public relations exercises 
were relatively benign. Before the crash, 
Landsbankinn and its owners gained a 
reputation as benevolent patrons of the 
arts. After the collapse, their reputation 
plummeted as quickly as their stock mar-

ket value. Two events have become par-
ticularly notorious.

I love stories of money-crazed 
bankers. Did they force painters 
to act as footstools in their rich 
person saunas? Were poets made 
to scrub banker taint?

The people who got rich during the Ice-
landic Bubble were not sophisticated 
enough for that kind of debauchery. 
These were businessmen from a commu-
nity of a few hundred thousand people 
who suddenly found themselves rolling 
in money. They were small-town people 
who got rich and never quite outgrew 
that classy small-town way of maximal 
thinking. The two events both involved 
Björgólfur Guðmundsson, one of the 
owners of Landsbankinn and its chair-
man, wanting to avoid embarrassment. 
In 2004, the bank opened a facility with 
free studios. It was managed by a gallery, 
Kling & Bang. During the opening, the 
gallery was supposed to be represented 
by artist Snorri Ásmundsson. However, 
since he had been convicted of a few pet-
ty crimes in his youth, the chairman was 
worried that it would be bad for his image 
to be seen in such foul company.

And nowadays it would be bad for 
the image of the petty criminal 
to be seen in the chairman's 
company.

The other event was when a large book 
publisher owned by Björgólfur Guð-
mundsson published a book, by histo-
rian Guðmundur Magnússon, about 
the family of the bank chairman's wife. 
The book contained a section about her 
former marriage to George Lincoln 
Rockwell, founder of the American 
Nazi Party, who manages to make for 
even more embarrassing company than 
a bank chairman. The entire first edi-
tion, which contained the offending 
chapter, was destroyed, and a new edi-
tion was published which barely men-
tioned Rockwell. I suppose it is only 
fitting that a Nazi ex-husband would be 
the cause of a secret book burning.

So What's This I Keep Hearing 
About Some Bank Cutting Off 

Poets, Denying Them Precious Money?

Literature | Finance

I C E L A N D  4 D U M M I E S

Words by Kári Tulinius
Illustration by Lóa Hjálmtýsdóttir
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Iceland’s National Church, 
Þjóðkirkjan, has been on a lot of 

folks’ minds this month, after the 
spotlight was shone on the “free-
dom of conscience” exemption 
that ministers have if they want to 
refuse to marry a same-sex couple 
for personal religious reasons. Crit-
ics charge that the exemption is 
unconstitutional, with the National 
Queer Organisation announcing that 
they are considering taking the State 
to court over the matter. The church 
has countered that it is unlikely that 
any minister would refuse to marry a 
same-sex couple, and in a poll of 131 
ministers conducted by Fréttablaðið, 
only two said they would evoke the 
exemption.

One of our most popular stories 
of late highlighted that literally 

thousands of foreigners are need-
ed to fill jobs, both existing and yet to 
come, in the tourism industry. This 
estimate is itself based on estimates, 
though, as it is predicted that some 
1.5 million people will visit Iceland 
next year. That’s about five times 
the actual population of the country. 
Maybe we should kill two birds with 
one stone and just hire tourists for 
the jobs? Only time will tell.

Everybody loves skyr. Some 
people love skyr so much that 

they go around calling things skyr 
that clearly aren’t skyr. Arla, a Swed-
ish company, has been marketing 
a product they refer to as “skyr” in 
Scandinavia, even evoking quaint 
rural Icelandic imagery for their TV 
spots. None too pleased with this, 
Iceland Dairies filed an injunction 
against Arla to stop using the word 
“skyr” to describe the product. And, 
they won. By the time you read this, 
every Arla product that claims an as-
sociation with skyr should be com-
pletely off the shelves in Finland. 
Pahoillani, Suomi!

Whaling season has come to a 
close again. In all, 184 whales—29 

minke whales and 155 fin whales—
were hunted. 
 So it goes.

By Paul Fontaine

NEWS
IN

BRIEF



SOFT RIVER BANKS
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ICELANDIC DIVERSITY
Get in touch with Icelandic nature 
on horseback and taste the 
treasures of the nearby sea.  
Tour 2G

Get further information at www.eldhestar.is

We offer a great variety of horse riding tours just outside Reykjavik.

Riding with Eldhestar



BUGGIN’ OUT: 

10
The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 16 — 2015

Politics | Bright?Food | Yeah?

What was your initial  
inspiration for this project?

Búi: Several things. At one point during 
my second year of studying design, I al-
most gave up. I was working on a project 
and suddenly just thought to myself, "Do 
we really need more stuff? Isn't there 
something else in this field that would 
be more beneficial to the environment, to 
society?" So, I created a concept around 
using insects for recycling organic matter 
in food production. 

 In this process, I had a lot of break-
throughs in terms of what kinds of in-
sects would be best to use, but at the end 
of the day, my conclusion was that the 
biggest problem wasn't finding mecha-
nisms for food design; it's basically over-
coming the inevitable stigma. How do 
we get people to eat insects? That, to my 
mind, is the greatest question on how we 
can kickstart this revolution.

What did you think,  
Stefán?

Stefán: I was studying marketing at this 
time, and my personal opinion on insects 
was probably like the opinion of every 
other person in the Western world who 
hasn't had the opportunity to eat insects: 
that I needed to hear the benefits before 
I would have a taste. I had a hard time 
taking that first taste, but once I did there 
was no problem.

With you coming from a market-
ing background, it seems like sell-
ing this idea to the public would 
pose quite a challenge.

S: It does. But it's probably every mar-
keter's wet dream, trying to sell the un-
sellable. It is a hard sell, definitely. Food 
is such a conservative culture, because 
any approach involves actually asking 
someone to take something, put it in their 
mouth, and digest it.

What changed your mind? 

S: Discovering that it actually tasted 
good. That's the biggest part. It needs to 
taste good if it's going to be a business op-
portunity. And then there's the benefits. 
Insects are so high in protein and min-
erals compared to other animals we are 
depending on.

The environmental benefits are 
one of the main selling points of in-
sect farming, right? Can you break 
down for us how crickets and cows 
compare in terms of how much 
feed and water they require, and 
how much they actually produce?

B: Generally speaking, insects are twenty 
times more sustainable than beef. To put 
that in real terms, you need eight litres of 
water to produce one kilo of protein from 
crickets—to produce the same amount 
from beef, you need 8,532 litres. Like-

wise, you need one and a half kilos of feed 
to produce a kilo of protein from crickets, 
while beef requires ten kilos. 
 Farmed fish maybe comes closest to 
insects in terms of this kind of sustain-
ability, but then you have to consider how 
much space you need for the operation. 
Insects, apart from being much smaller 
than traditional sources of protein, also 
have a natural tendency to pack them-
selves together in groups. They also 
produce less waste, and what they do 
produce can actually be used as fertil-
izer—it's pretty much soil. They also emit 
fewer greenhouse gases. But even that's 
hard to measure, since a lot of insects 
feed on bacteria that produce greenhouse 
gases. So there's a level of carbon offset-
ting there.

What were some of the initial re-
actions you got when you brought 
this this up with others? 

B: We've been extremely fortunate in that 
a lot of people who happened to be visit-
ing Iceland for a short time were directed 
our way. "Here's a couple of guys taking 
something most people think is disgust-
ing and trying to make a food product out 
of it," they’d say. I think a lot of people got 
inspired by that, and when people hear 
the benefits, they get even more sold on 
the idea that what we’re making is not 
just another protein bar, but a chance to 
change something for the better. 
 S: We live in a time when it's so easy 
to get information, and people are so 
used to learning about new ideas. They're 
willing to try new foods. I mean, the best 
restaurant in the world—Noma in Copen-
hagen—they’ll serve ants. So this is a seed 
that's already been planted in people’s 
minds. They tend to understand why 
we're doing this.

Where are you at now in terms of 
production in Iceland? 

S: We're actually not producing in Ice-
land. We're producing the bar in Canada. 
We tried working with people in Iceland 
who are making bars, but they ultimate-
ly didn't have the machinery that we  
needed.

 B: At the beginning, we were actu-
ally looking into having our own insect 
farm here in Iceland. But that process 
would have probably taken some five to 
ten years. Because it's never been done 
before, and navigating the bureaucracy 
would have been complicated.

So there's bureaucratic obstacles 
to getting this started in Iceland?

S: Yes. Crickets are a foreign animal; 
they're not native to Iceland.
 B: We have rules and regulations in 
place for food products, and these rules 

have been created around what we've 
always been doing—cows, pigs and chick-
ens. So this raises the question of whether 
you need to create new rules for insects, 
or find a way to apply the existing rules.
 S: But in answer to the question, “Can 
we import insect-infused food prod-
ucts?" the answer is yes.

So where does that leave you—
have any retailers approached you 
about putting these products on 
their shelves?

B: We've talked to retailers in Iceland, 
who are on board.
 S: We haven't signed anything, 
though. We haven't begun production. 
That will commence at the end of Octo-
ber. We pitched the idea to these retailers, 
and they were very positive about what 
we're doing and want to help. Something 
like 20,000 Jungle Bars wil hopefully be 
hitting the shelves here in Iceland at the 
end of the month. We have the licens-

ing, we have their declaration of interest, 
so now all we need to do is wait and see  
what happens.

I understand you're also hoping to 
market the product abroad.

S: Yes. I mean, we don't think of Iceland as 
a big market for us, although the market 
for start-ups here is very good at the mo-
ment. We've been able to secure enough 
funding to pay ourselves a little salary 
and continue to focus on the project. We 
want to experiment here, see what works 
and what doesn't, and then apply what we 
learn to other markets. The most promis-
ing markets we've seen are in the US, the 
Netherlands, Norway, the UK, New Zea-
land, Australia, Portugal...
 B: We've been contacted by very big 
parties from within the food industry 
in the Netherlands, Norway and Portu-
gal. The smallest retailer has 112 stores, 
and the biggest one has thousands. We 
get scores of emails from journalists 
and consumers, producers and retailers 
from all over the world. That's been very  
inspiring.
 S: That's what keeps us going.

If you could have your way, what 
would be your dream situation?

B: That the Jungle Bar becomes a gate-
way to accepting insects as food. That it 
helps change people's opinions about an 
entire aspect of food production. Not only 
regarding the food itself, but in terms of 
engineering and responsible use of re-
sources.
 S: I've always said that money is a by-
product of doing something great. This is 
why we're doing this. I love the idea of be-
ing able to change culture in a way that's 
good for humanity.

Best friends Búi Bjarmar Aðalsteinsson and Stefán Atli 
Thoroddsen have been tight since they first met up in 
secondary school. All grown up now, the duo are getting 
ready to commence mass production of what they call a 
“Jungle Bar,” which is basically your run-of-the-mill pro-
tein bar, albeit with one key difference. It’s partly made 
of bugs. Crickets, to be exact. This is interesting, right? 
We thought so, so we sat them down to ask some serious, 
hard-hitting journalist questions. Like, why, exactly, do 
they feel a need to convince folks to go around eating 
compressed, chocolate-covered insects? 

Words by Paul Fontaine
Photo by Art Bicnick

“Food is such a 
conservative culture, 
because any approach 
involves actually asking 
someone to take 
something, put it in 
their mouth, and  
digest it.”

Here’s Two Icelanders Who Want You To Eat A Bunch Of Crickets
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All In For Iceland
Marvin Kißmer, 23, Germany

So, Marvin… Why Iceland?
I heard about the country for the first 
time when I was sixteen years old. After 
that, I looked up everything about it. I 
saw this guy on television trying to learn 
Icelandic in one week, so I started study-
ing it too, just from books. I didn’t do that 
for very long—and when I came here for 
the first time last year, I couldn’t believe 
how different the language sounded from 
what I had thought!

What else did you experience 
when you first got here?

I came here to first work at a farm, took 
up Icelandic again, and when my work 
was done I decided I want to stay here 
and study. I was lucky enough to get into 
Reykjavík University because not only 
can I pursue my master’s degree in a field 
of my interests but can also live some-
where I feel most at home right now.

How is your life different now 
compared to Germany?

I’ve learned some new life skills here, like 
driving a tractor and gathering sheep. 
These are great experiences for a city kid 
to acquire! Furthermore, never before 
have I driven in a horrible snowstorm on 
a narrow road, looking out the side win-
dows so as not to drive off. Other than 
those circumstances, the weather is actu-

ally perfect for me. I’d rather freeze than 
be warm.

How did you feel on the plane here, 
moving to Reykjavík?

Saying goodbye to family and friends for 
an undetermined amount of time was 
a little sad, but on the plane I got all ex-
cited. I knew that Iceland couldn’t disap-
point me. 
 And it didn’t. 
 This is my country, my place to be.

It Started As A Koke
Jannika Lövendahl, 25, Sweden, and 

Wilhelm Öhman, 26, Finland

A Swedish woman and a Finnish 
guy come to Iceland to study—
why?

Jannika: One day when Wille came 
home from work, I asked him: “How 
about going to study in Iceland?” We both 
laughed. Then the joke turned into appli-
cations, and the applications turned into 
acceptance letters…
Wilhelm: We were nervous because we 
applied for different Nordic schools that 
we knew were good and just hoped we’d 
get accepted to the same one. Then Reyk-
javík University sent us letters that we 
had both gotten in. 

Are there any differences between 
Iceland and those Nordic coun-
tries you hail from?

Wilhelm: At least it doesn’t feel that ex-
pensive coming from another Nordic 
country. Some things are even cheaper 
here. But you can get surprised how 

things can be easier, or more difficult. For 
instance, finding an apartment was hard. 
At the same time, we found work by just 
walking into a restaurant.
Jannika: The fact that you can just walk 
down to the ocean and see mount Esja 
and look up and see the Northern lights 
is amazing. And the friendliness of the 
people is wonderful! Our landlord just 
handed us his bike when he heard we 
were looking for one. Maybe that’s the 
island culture?

How does it feel, as a couple, mak-
ing such a big life change?

Wilhelm: We work, study, and live in 
the same places, so we have to make sure 
we have our own time, too. We work dif-
ferent shifts at the same restaurant, and 
study in different groups.
Jannika: We don’t want to be that cou-
ple that does everything together, so we 
don’t even sit in class together. On the 
other hand, it’s easier to make a home 
wherever we are together, which is good 
because we love to travel. Sometimes it’s 
hard to explain to people back home who 
ask us, when are we coming home… 
 We are always home. 

Back To The Roots
Liv Vestergaard, 24, Denmark

You are one-quarter Icelandic. 
Was this a long-term plan of yours, 
coming to Iceland to study?

No. I was actually going to spend six 
months in New Zealand, and then go 
back to Copenhagen to do my master’s. 
But, life took some unexpected turns—

and here I am! 
 My grandmother was Icelandic, and 
I’ve been coming here for many years. It’s 
like a second home to me. Still, I’ve sort 
of always felt like a fake tourist—now I’m 
trying to actually live here and not feel 
like a phony. 

What did it feel like, moving here?
Exciting. A bit scary, too. I came here last 
winter, which apparently was the worst 
one in ages. That’s why decided I couldn’t 
stay here permanently. Surviving the 
long dark winters is not for everyone. Ice-
landers are made of something different.

Has anything surprised you, now 
that you live here?

There are more differences than I 
thought. I recognize a lot of non-Scandi-
navian influence now: people want big-
ger cars than their neighbours, and the 
girls want to be prettier than the next girl. 
It’s different from back home, because in 
Denmark we have Janteloven, “The Law 
of Jante.” It’s basically a common mind-
set that dictates that you shouldn’t try to 
be better than others, that you shouldn’t 
outshine anyone. However, the Iceland-
ers also have a very entrepreneurial spir-
it—they make things happen.

What’s the most extreme thing 
about Iceland?

Oh my god the traffic! Iceland is the Italy 
of the north. I’ll be a much worse driver 
when I go back to Denmark. But getting 
into the traffic is totally worth it, because 
even though you drive through the same 
scenery here many times, it’s always dif-
ferent. There’s more or less water in the 
waterfalls, it looks different when it’s 
sunny or cloudy, you see a part of a glacier 
you hadn’t seen before… Iceland is won-
derful and you never get sick of seeing it 
again and again.
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- THE NORTHERN LIGHTS BUS

- THE BEAUTIFUL SOUTH COAST

- THE VOLCANIC PENINSULA-REYKJANES

- GOLDEN CIRCLE & THE SECRET LAGOON

   

- 

ExpEriEncE thE bEautiful icElandic wondErs

As legend has it, Iceland has served as a cold, unpredict-
able haven for adventurous, outcast or outlawed Vikings 
since the good ol’ 800s. Every now and again, a portion 
of the population would get swept away, because of the 
weather, because of a plague, because of a volcanic erup-
tion or, perhaps, because of a smallpox outbreak. Never-
theless, as the legend also has it, those who remained are 
the fierce and lucky ones. That’s legend for you.
    These days, people from all over the world for some rea-
son voluntarily flock to this barren rock on the edge of the 
North Atlantic—to live, study, work and find new oppor-
tunities. WHO ARE THESE PEOPLE, AND WHY ARE 
THEY HERE? This is a good question, we thought. So, we 
met up with four foreign master’s students at the Reykja-
vík University, all of whom at some point decided to leave 
their pleasant, cosy, non-volcanic homes to try and learn 
something… here.
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Grown-Up Fairytales:  
On the set of  
Elvar Gunnarsson’s ‘Mara’
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We roll up the gravel path, wheels kick-
ing up scree into the fading summer air. 
The sun is working its way west. Dusk 
has started to gnaw at the top of the 
misty, rolling hills of the valley. 
 A faint, blood-orange smog creeps 
across the sky. You roll down the win-
dow, but close it quickly again, the dust 
hot in your nose and eyes. Across the 
way, a salmon lake stands, near-drained 
in parts, the faint silhouettes of fisher-
men standing solitary in the wash. 
 The guesthouse, our last refuge of 
warmth and supplies, fades into the 
shadows of the northern foothills—its 
security light a star, standing to attention 

in the small solar system of those dotted 
across the rest of the valley. 
 There are no lights here, no path to 
follow. Once night falls upon this place—
a sweet, velvet darkness—all bets are off. 
The cliffs grow up around you like the 
walls of an ancient fort. The moon glares 
from the south upon the mouth of the 
valley—your one way in, your one way 
out.
 The house, a particularly Evil Dead 
number, rolls into view. Creaking, rusty 
orange iron is punctuated by a kitchen 
window swinging in the wind, smack-
ing into its dark, wooden frame. A large 
lighting rig and curtain cling to a side 

window in the growing tumult.  
 The nearest main road is a 2.5km hike 
away. Water is already in short supply. 
Did I forget anything…? Two crew mem-
bers fiddle with camera rails and filters. 
A dog howls in the distance. 
 We have arrived.

“A horror film is really 
just about fucking with 

people.”

When I recount my last horror film ex-
perience to Elvar Gunnarsson, the di-
rector, writer, and cinematographer of 
‘Mara’, he laughs. Thanks to his near-
encyclopaedic knowledge of the genre, 
he immediately knows which film I’m 
talking about. “Oh yeah, [Peter Jackson’s] 
‘Braindead’,” he grins. “The lawnmower, 
right?” He seems to know a suspicious 
amount of horror trivia for a horror di-
rector, writer, and cinematographer. I 
pursue this.
 “I have never directed a horror movie 
before,” Elvar admits, leaning back into a 
large wingback armchair. Dry ice from 
the previous scene permeates the air. 
“But when I was growing up, me and my 

sister weren’t allowed to watch Disney 
films. We weren’t allowed to watch fairy-
tales with a happy ending. That was not 
allowed. So having not experienced all 
these fairytales and normal things that 
kids usually grow up with, I watched a 
lot of horror. That, and a lot of Hitchcock. 
These films talked to me as if they were 
talking to a kid, because I was a kid when 
I saw them.”
 ‘Mara’ tells the story of an earnest 
young couple who have returned to 
Iceland from the US in order to live the 
American dream and open an Airbnb 
hostel in The Beautiful Icelandic Coun-
tryside. Upon their arrival, however, 
things quickly take a turn for the fucked-
up. After the male lead, Pétur (Gunnar 
Kristinsson), discovers a mysterious 
hole in the cellar, his wife Mira (Vivian 
Ólafsdóttir, in her feature-length debut) 
is haunted by devastating night terrors. 
One morning, she wakes up pregnant 
with what seems to be an extremely rap-
idly growing baby—or so it would seem. 
That’s where the fun begins.
 It’s hardly Disney, but the story might 
have more in common with those fables 
than you’d expect from a horror film. 
As Elvar argues, “I think ‘Mara’ really 

is a story about growing up and becom-
ing an adult—accepting that you have to 
take some kind of responsibility, and act 
according to those responsibilities,” El-
var explains. “Even though it’s set up as 
a horror movie, with devilish creatures 
and an Alien-like egg, I think that’s re-
ally what’s at the core of the story. While 
these elements would normally make 
more of a B-movie, we’re trying to make 
something slick.”
 Slick? Like, with blood?
 “It’s kind of like watching one of [Da-
vid] Cronenberg’s '80s movies. His films 
were so absurd, but so slick, you know?” 
Elvar exclaims, enthusiastically. “For 
the average viewer, you’d just kind of 
have to believe what you were seeing be-
cause it was so slick and well-made. Like, 
take ‘Scanners’. Most of the film is quite 
normal—I mean, apart from the explod-
ing head and people catching fire for no 
reason and stuff like that—but it’s actu-
ally telling quite a normal story in quite a 
normal way.
 “That’s kind of what we’re trying to 
do. If you were to read through the script, 
it would probably read like that sort of 
80s movie, but thanks to the freedom the 
genre gives you, the film has a very defi-

Killing Your Darlings With 
A Lawnmower To The Face

Words by Ciarán Daly           Photos by Art Bicnick

Despite possessing a desolate landscape, long winters, and 
prominent bodysnatcher demographic (sorry, Alþingi), Ice-
land is not really a landmark when it comes to horror mov-
ies—even though it certainly seems like the kind of place 
that should be. Thanks to a burgeoning national cinema, 
though, the country might just be about to smack intes-
tines-first straight into the horror buff’s world map. Enter 
‘Mara’ (“Mare”), a new, independent Icelandic horror film 
that’s looking to make waves in the world’s oceans of blood. 

‘Mara’ is slated for a 2016 release. You can follow  
the film’s progress on its self-titled Facebook page.
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nite, stylised, distinctive look—reminis-
cent, in a way, of the old 50s studio films. 
We’re trying to take those two genres, 
both very dear to my heart, and combine 
them to create something new. We’re try-
ing to take something that’s completely 
out there and tell a story about it in a nor-
mal, stylised way—in a way that you can 
really connect with.
 “Of course,” he smiles. “I think it will 
be horrifying in the end. I just really don’t 
like these horror films that treat the hor-
ror aspects as if they’re the only thing in 
the film.”

What the hell happened to 
Peter Jackson?

Iceland is not particularly well-known 
for its horror cinema. It’s only in the last 
decade that Icelandic cinema has really 
taken off at all in terms of possessing its 
own unique aesthetic or modus operan-
di. It’s only even more recently that the 
country has become a popular shooting 
location for productions the world over, 
with the state offering up the country-
side as a sort of tax-incentivised cinemat-
ic Airbnb. In terms of film and TV, most 
people associate Iceland with ‘Game of 
Thrones’ and a variety of big-budget Hol-
lywood sci-fi flicks, like ‘Interstellar’ and 
‘Prometheus’. 

 Meanwhile, the domestic industry 
itself has been mostly concerned with 
realist character-based films that tend 

to pay tribute, in particular, to Iceland’s 
rural communities. We see this pretty 
clearly in the films that have done well 
internationally, like ‘Of Horses And Men’, 
‘Rams’, and ‘Paris of the North’. While 
many of the themes in Icelandic cinema 
are certainly dark, it’s been a long time 
since we saw anything gruesome, mur-
derous, and bloodcurdling take place 
against the backdrop of The Beautiful 
Icelandic Nature.
 However, this hasn’t always been the 
case. In the late 1980s, the only television 
station was the one run by the national 
broadcaster, RÚV. Although most of the 
content RÚV produced was nominally 
informative and educational, something 
strange happened. Viðar Víkingsson, an 
Icelandic director, was commissioned to 
produce two horror films for the state 
broadcaster—which, at the time, did not 
broadcast on Thursdays. For cultural 
reasons.
 The first of these, ‘Draugasaga’ (1985), 
was filmed on-location at RÚV’s studios. 
A classic ghost story, it follows a newly 
hired nightwatchman and a makeup art-
ist at the TV studio, which is said to be 
haunted by a redheaded woman. With 
some highly stylized sequences and 
clever use of the location, it succeeds as a 
spooky black comedy of sorts.
 ‘Tilbury’ (1987), Viðar’s second hor-
ror film for RÚV, is set during the British 
occupation of Iceland in WWII. Thanks 
to a real monster this time around—the 
terrifying, milk-stealing, worm-devil til-
beri—and some exceptionally well-exe-
cuted surrealist sequences, Viðar was ul-
timately successful in striking a balance 
between horror and dark humour. Every 
shot is permeated with a feeling of anxi-
ety and unease—keeping you constantly 
on the edge of your arse.
 Tragically, Viðar Víkingsson never 
made another horror film. Even sadder 
is the fact that both films—especially 
‘Tilbury’—were of such a high quality 
that they would no doubt be cult classics 
today, were it not for the fact that neither 
was ever released on VHS or DVD. Even 
with the power of the internet and file-
sharing sites, it remains nigh-on impos-
sible to get hold of these movies in any 

form.
 With RÚV never offering up funding 
for such a production again, Icelandic 
horror was needlessly—and brutally—
bludgeoned to death, long before it was 
even out of its fleshy egg-womb. With a 
short-but-sweet history of unique hor-
ror films, it’s extremely disappointing to 
find that the Icelandic film industry has 
not, until very recently, been at all inter-
ested in homebrewing some of its own 
horror talent or channelling that 80s en-
ergy. With a couple of forgettable excep-
tions, things really haven’t been horrible 
enough lately.
 That is, until now.

Tales grim 

In many ways—especially in terms of 
its premise—‘Mara’ feels like a classic 
horror movie. A lot of it is silent, in what 
Elvar calls “a sort of old-school way.” “A 
horror film is really just about fucking 
with people,” he says. “And even though 
this is a horror film, I still have this child-
ish element that I can’t get rid of, simply 
because of my experience of watching 
these classic films—they were like chil-
dren’s shows to me.” 
 It’s no surprise, then, that some of the 
most interesting elements of ‘Mara’ lie in 
the story of its production—or rather, the 
fairy tales and ghost stories that have al-
ready grown up around it.
 “There’s this old lady who owns this 
place,” Vivian says, gesturing around us. 
It’s 10:45pm and the actors are enjoying 
a short break (one of many) while Elvar 
and the crew reconfigure the camera rig 
(again) to make sure the next shot is just 
right. Despite repeating the same three 
scenes for hours and hours, everyone is 
surprisingly energetic. Vivian especially 
so, considering this is her first feature 
film.
 “She’s a really rich lady—she has a 
lot of money,” she continues. “She owns 
land and stuff. Here, though, she wants 
to keep things as they are—it has to be 
like this. She still comes back here now 
and then, staying here alone, with all the 
same stuff in the house from decades ago.

 “When we were moving stuff out, we 
came across a couple of letters written to 
her years and years ago. One of them was 
congratulating her on her newborn. The 
other came later—a letter offering condo-
lences.” Of course there’s a “baby” born in 
the film. Of course there is.
 “Now,” Vivian continues, leaning in 
closer, “her son, he had this trailer put 
outside when we started filming. Him 
and his wife came here and were talking 
about the house, saying, ‘Oh, we never go 
in the cellar.’ They had this dog that was 
whining and making noises because it 
didn’t want to go in the house—and they 
said the dog actually never went in the 
house.
 “You can look at this in a creepy way. 
We do, of course. What’s funny, and what 
we found out after we’d already started 
shooting,” she says, pausing for effect, “is 
that the dog’s name is ‘Mara’—the name 
of the film.”
 The house isn’t completely haunted 
though—at least, there’s no blood or ec-
toplasm on the walls right now. While 
the bedroom is littered with strange, 
random objects—ornaments left by the 
owner; boxes of props; a weird, creepy 
baby doll—the mood remains upbeat. 
“We’ve been playing theme songs from 
other horror movies during our down-
time,” Vivian explains. “That’s fun. You 
stay here as it runs into the night, and 
everyone gets a bit crazy in the head. 
The atmosphere is exciting and fun, and 
of course, it brings flavour to the film. 
Things start to happen on the set that you 
can’t always predict, allowing you to act 
on the camera.”

A filmmaking Mafia

Now that shooting has finished, it’s down 
to the long and arduous task of post-pro-
duction, made even longer by Elvar’s me-
ticulous attention to detail and perfec-
tionism. Looking at the sequences which 
have been completed thus far, though, it’s 
clear that it really pays off.
 In fact, it was his highly conceptual 
style of direction that got him into this 
mess in the first place—emphasis on the 
conceptual. “We don’t have a Kickstarter 
yet,” he admits, with ‘Mara’ currently 
relying primarily on private investment. 
“We originally got the idea for this film 
three months ago. That is a really short 
time. Truth be told, we had nothing to do. 
We had no assignments. So when we first 
started talking about making a horror 
film, initially we were just joking. Some-
body had the idea that it would be easy to 
fund a horror film, but we wouldn’t have 
to use the funding for the horror film—
we could just get our salary.
 “It was a crazy idea and never went 
through, but we took the idea of the scam 
that people wanted to do,” Elvar ex-
plains. “They really just wanted to make 
a trailer—just the most absurd trailer 
they could make and kind of fund it from 
there, without really thinking about the 
how the film would be, what the end 
result would be. Just, if we had a cool 
trailer, we could fund it, finish the film 
somehow.
 “We really just started to make the 
film, though, and haven’t done the fund-
raising trailer yet. We went with the idea 

that we thought was the craziest, the idea 
that had the greatest chance of getting 
funding from Kickstarter—the kind of 
thing that just stands out.
 “Then we started writing, and it 
became a bit more serious,” he says, 
scratching his head. “Maybe it’s the fact 
that you kind of have a gun to your head 
in that you have to finish the draft in two 
weeks. You kind of start to doubt your-
self, wondering, ‘Oh my god, this is such 
a shitty story—am I really writing this?’
 “You can’t give up, so you kind of 
have to find something within that story. 
That’s kind of where the magic started to 
happen—and everyone liked it, so we just 
sort of went along with it. We had enough 
of a budget to start—we had the crew and 
the actors. So in one month we just de-
cided, ‘Okay, we’re going to do it,’ and one 
month later, we were out shooting it.
 “Just yesterday, we were still getting 
in bigger actors for the supporting roles 
and that’s going really well—they’re say-
ing yes,” he grins. “Two months ago, we 
have an idea for the craziest trailer we 
can make, and now people want to act in 
the film.”

 Not giving a shit, lack-
ing direction, creative 

nepotism

With its patchwork budget, small cast 
and crew, and seemingly ramshackle 
composition, you could be forgiven for 
mistaking ‘Mara’ as an Ed Wood-type B-
horror production. 
 However, everything surrounding 
the film is clearly emblematic of that pe-
culiarly Icelandic brand of creative nepo-
tism, rather than not-giving-a-shit or 
possessing a lack of direction. It’s groups 
of close friends and friends-of-friends 
coming together to just create some-
thing—because fuck it, what’s stopping 
us? That creative energy built upon the 
spontaneity of “Let’s scam a Kickstarter.” 
Or, “Oh, I know a guy with a Jeep.” (The 
Jeep used by the main characters—and 
the crew, when it isn’t needed for shoot-
ing—was actually sourced by Elvar him-
self, who spent days tracking down the 
owner of the vehicle after seeing it drive 
down Njálsgata.)
 In this way, much new Icelandic cin-
ema finds a cultural home in the shared 
power of these libertine creative mo-
ments. In terms of its production, ‘Mara’ 
is in good company among other inde-
pendent films that have come out of Ice-
land over the last few years. With many 
first-time feature directors often relying 
on calling in as many favours as possible, 
there’s a clear community beginning to 
emerge out of our small, but dispropor-
tionately productive film industry.
 As the first major horror film to be 
made as part of this emergent move-
ment, however, ‘Mara’ may also be one of 
the first Icelandic films that attempts to 
rework a conventional genre into some-
thing new and regionally unique. Not 
only that, but it’s frankly been way, way 
too long since a kickass horror movie was 
made here—and given its utterly unique 
aesthetic, as well as an energetic and en-
thusiastic young cast and crew, it’s clear 
that ‘Mara’ is going to be no B-movie  
flop. Splat.

With RÚV never offering 
up funding for such a 
production again, Icelandic 
horror was needlessly—
and brutally—bludgeoned 
to death, long before it 
was even out of its fleshy 
egg-womb. With a couple 
of forgettable exceptions, 
things really haven’t been 
horrible enough lately. 



Upon my arrival, I was surprised to 
find that while walking was a very fine  
option (do note that this was written in 
early September—ask me again come 
November), cycling and public trans-
port are absolutely shit options for  
getting around. 

Cyclists are fucking crazy 

Cyclists are crazy where I come from 
(this includes myself). We don’t give 
a shit about cars, or busses, or cross-
walks—in downtown areas, we rule the 
streets. Reykjavík cyclists are insane 
even by Dutch standards, though: these 
assholes wear helmets and ride their 
bikes on the sidewalk. A few bike paths 
exist, like on Hverfisgata, and the city 
says it wants to create more, but as of 
now those paths are fractured, few and 
far between, leaving the city’s cyclists 
with two options: the street, or the side-
walk. They choose the sidewalk—and 
they choose wrong. 
 Hear me out: cycling on the sidewalk 
is dangerous business. Cars are predict-

able, for the most part: if a car hits you, 
the driver is liable. Therefore, drivers 
are careful not to hit you. Pedestrians 
are to cyclists, however, what cyclists 
are to cars. And worse, they’re unpre-
dictable. If you’re passing someone and 
ring your bell, they can go anywhere. 
Some people stop, some people feign left 
and dodge right, and some people curl 
themselves into a ball and sob uncon-
trollably. The point is: as a cyclist you 
are powerless in the face of pedestrian  
dodging tactics. 

What, then? 

Since Iceland has no trains, this leaves 
us with buses. And buses here are weird. 
Firstly, the payment system is unneces-
sarily complicated—requiring custom-
ers to pay using exact change, an app 
or a monthly subscription pass model (a 
three-month subscription is only eco-
nomical if you take more than sixty bus 
rides during the period). Furthermore, a 
single ride’s price is the same no matter 
how far you plan on taking the bus—so 

if I want to take the bus for a single stop 
(because it looks like it might rain, and 
the sun is in my eye, and I hurt my ankle 
the other day, etc…), I pay just as much 
as if I wanted to go to the end of the line. 
This is incredibly counterintuitive.
 Simply put, public transport in al-
most any European country is superior 
to the Icelandic model. But, this is a 
claim that merits further investigation. 
How does the Strætó service compare 
to foreign public transit providers, in the 
eyes of its users? Let’s have a look. 

Keeping clients happy 
The Hague, the city I grew up in, has 
a bus company called HTM. In 2013, 
HTM’s customers rated their service 
a 7.5 out of 10, which—considering the 
Dutch “zesjescultuur” (“Culture of Cs”? 
“Culture of Mediocrity”?), is actually 
pretty damn good. (For the uninformed, 
there is this idea in the Netherlands, that 
a rating of six out of ten—which trans-
lates to a C, the lowest passing grade—
is acceptable, and once you reach that 
level, there’s no point in getting better.) 
Meanwhile, another Dutch bus com-
pany called Qbuzz, which services the 
frigid north of the Netherlands, scored 
a 7.3 on customer satisfaction in 2014. 
Overall, the Dutch seem pretty happy 
with their buses. 
 Danish bus company Movia reports 
that 95% of polled commuters say they 
are satisfied with its services, with 20% 
claiming they are “very satisfied” with 
the overall bus service. What the Danes 
were least happy with was the frequen-
cy in which the buses run—and let’s face 

it, that’s a problem basically goddamn 
everywhere.
 And then there’s Strætó. Strætó, 
based on my informal polls among com-
muters and passersby, is mostly thought 
of in negative terms. The service is ex-
pensive and complex, and the  central 
bus station Hlemmur is a huge cluster-
fuck with no overview (funny story: I 
once had to take bus 16 from Hlemmur. 
I walked three circles around the build-
ing, and never saw a sign of the bus until 
it had driven past me. To this day, I have 
no idea where the 16 bus stops). 
 You’d expect a customer satisfaction 
poll to reflect the many, many negatives 
aspects of the service. But, it doesn’t. 
After much prodding, Strætó agreed to 
share with me the results of their 2014 
customer satisfaction poll, which re-
vealed the opinions of more than 500 
passengers, including other interest-
ing data, such as the fact that most of 
Strætó’s customers are in the 12-18 year-
old age range (and thus forced to rely on 
public transport—take that as you will).
 Based on Strætó’s data, a whopping 
84.3% of customers were overall happy 
with the service, with 24.1% noting  that 
they were “very satisfied”. The numbers 
aren’t exactly equivalent, but I would say 
that this puts Strætó above the Dutch 
bus services. The Icelandic beat the 
Dutch, again. Oh, the horror! 
 The customer service department 
at Strætó was actually kind enough to 
send me the results they garnered from 
their “Additional comment” question 
on their 2014 customer satisfaction poll. 
Common complaints were the lack of 
frequency (especially during rush hour), 

the lack of timeliness, and the price, but 
these are buried in comments like “Play 
music on the bus,”  “Don’t play music 
on the bus,” “Uncomfortable but cosy,” 
and my personal favourite “People are 
always chatting to the bus driver.” Good 
heavens, no!

Pretty terrible,  
yet not that bad

Public transport in Iceland is shit, but 
maybe not as shitty as you’d think. 
Thankfully, the city seems to be con-
stantly trying to improve its system, like 
the recently announced plans to add a 
streetcar system that would intersect 
with the bus network, providing a faster 
alternative for commuters.
 My point is: we need to speak up, and 
engage in an active dialogue with those 
in charge of public transport. Sure, it can 
be pretty terrible at times, but, overall it's 
not that bad. Providing feedback is the 
best we can do, short of starting a com-
peting bus company or initiating a hos-
tile takeover of Strætó (I’m not saying I’d 
condone that, but if anyone’s interested, 
let me know. I’m Dutch, and we’re good 
at coming to foreign countries and tak-
ing stuff over. (see also: colonialism)).

I recently moved to Iceland from the Netherlands. I have 
neither a car nor a license to drive one, which my moth-
er (who is Icelandic) warned me would be tough. “Pfft,” 
I thought to myself, “how bad can it be?” I didn’t have a 
car in the Netherlands either, and I got by just fine with a 
mixture of walking, cycling, public transport (trains and 
buses mostly) and cycling. (No, but seriously, the Dutch 
take their cycling very seriously.)

Politics | Bright?
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Photos by Art Bicnick
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My Fall Foliage Tour  
To Connecticut, USA 

That name is apt, too, because Gerri’s 
relationship with Iceland is as sincere 
and intense as any romantic dalliance.  

That fateful layover

Gerri says she first came to Iceland in 
2002 on a layover. She promptly fell in 
love, she tells me, and hasn't been able 
to stay away since. As we make our-
selves comfortable to talk at Tíu dropar, 
I learn that she is on her 39th trip to the 
country. Since 2002. 
 An avid wildlife conservator, Gerri 

works part time as such, dedicating 
most of her efforts to bats. She says her 
affinity for issues of nature and sustain-
ability is one of the reasons why she 
loves Iceland so much, and perhaps why 

she wanted to bring some of what she 
experienced here back to New England, 
to share with friends and family.
 "I decided to take my little passion for 
this country and turn it into a Saturday 
programme at White Memorial Conser-
vation Center, where I work. I just called 
it an ‘Affair with Iceland,’” Gerri says, re-
counting her party’s humble beginnings. 
“It started off small—I screened a couple 
of videos, one on the gyrfalcon, and one 
on the 1996 Grímsvötn eruption, along 
with a travelogue. I also served some 
hot dogs, which I had hoisted over from 
Reykjavík. By the end, everyone kept 
asking, ‘Well, what are you doing next 
year?’"
 Folks seemed to like it, so she  
kept going. 

Elves, flora, fauna, hot dogs

As the party has grown in prominence 
and popularity, the programme has 
mushroomed. During the daylight part 
of the feast, you can take in talks from 
numerous experts, often specially im-
ported, who present on various topics. 
Step outside, and you can mingle with 
Icelandic horses, goats, sheepdogs, 
and observe a live presentation of a  
gyrfalcon. 
 This year’s speakers include Hidden 
People/elf expert Ragnhildur Jónsdót-
tir, ICE-SAR volunteer Svanur Sævar 
Lárusson, arctic fox expert Ester Rut 
Unnsteinsdóttir, geologist and meter-
ologist Tom Alena (presenting the works 
of aurora borealis photographer Olgeir 
Andrésson), and Icelandic flora and fau-
na illustrator Jón Baldur Hlíðberg. After 
learning all kinds of fascinating Iceland-

related stuff, attendees are welcome to 
visit the food section to taste all the clas-
sics (hot dogs, smoked and dried fish, 
butter, chocolate, skyr, and the ever-so-
fresh Icelandic water), and the vendors' 
booths, where all kinds of North Ameri-
can Iceland enthusiasts (they come from 
all over the continent!) offer stuff like 
Icelandic sweaters, jewelry, and other 
miscellany for a small fee. 

More Hidden People

After a long day of learning, grubbing 
and hobnobbing, the Iceland Affair 
peaks with the event’s closing concert: 
the Fire and Ice Music Festival, featuring 
inspired performances from specially 
imported Icelandic music greats. 
 The first musician to make the trek 
was folkie Svavar Knútur, who per-
formed at the second Iceland Affair and 
has been coming back ever since. "Sva-
var is the reason Iceland Affair and the 
Fire and Ice Music Festival happen. If he 
had said no to my wacky idea of bring-
ing him to Connecticut to perform at my 
party back when, we certainly wouldn't 
be sitting here today," says Gerri. She 
tells me how the singer/songwriter has 
been a pivotal part of the event almost 
since the beginning, his continued sup-
port, infectious enthusiasm and joy pro-
viding constant inspiration. 
 She also credits him with convincing 
other musicians to take the chance and 
travel across the Atlantic to be a part of 
her tribute to their home country. Many 
have heeded the call, with folks like 
Myrra Rós, Björn Thoroddsen, sóley and 
Kristjana Stefánsdóttir making the trek 
to appear alongside Svavar and Lay Low, 

who are regulars at the affair. 
 "Every person at Fire and Ice has 
some sort of investment in Iceland. 
Whether they’ve just travelled there, or 
are a follower of the music, there's an 
energy in that hall because the music 
is so good, so world class, and the vibe 
is so intense. It's gotta be the Hidden 
People. Maybe I was brought up here to 
bring Iceland back to the United States."

Circus barker!

As a whole, Iceland Affair offers a pretty 
comprehensive taste for those who’ve 
yet to make it over to the barren rock. 
At the same time, Icelandic expats, West 
Icelanders and dedicated Icelandophiles 
get a warming reminder and a chance to 
bond over their shared passion. 
 When asked what kind of people typ-
ically patronize the party, Gerri laughs. 
"It attracts the prize pigs who just want 
free hot dogs. It attracts just curious 
people. ‘What is this weird woman do-
ing, taking this little country and plunk-
ing it in the middle of nowhere?' There 
are a myriad of reasons people come." 
 In a sense, Gerri could be described 
as a sort of ridiculously effective one-
woman tourist board. Because, by now, 
plenty of folks have booked their first 
trip to Iceland after partaking in the Af-
fair, developing an insatiable thirst for 
more as a result of that first bite back 
in Connecticut. Gerri reflects: "I've fallen 
in love with the people, the nature, the 
food, the culture, I've fallen in love with 
all of it. I guess in a way I'm a circus 
barker and I love sharing."

Last fall, I was fortunate enough to go on a fun trip to New 
England. This is the story of that journey.
 My trip was facilitated by a woman named Gerri Gris-
wold. Some people are more prolific than others. And Gerri 
Griswold is certainly one of the hardest working folks you’ll 
ever meet. I can attest this. 
 After her first visit to Iceland, Gerri seems to have grown 
really rather obsessed with this barren rock. She’s returned 
many, many times since, often bringing along a bunch of 
folks who have purchased a trip to Iceland with her DIY 
punk rock travel agency, Krummi Travel (The Krummi 
motto: “No crybabies, cranks or panty waists allowed”) . 
And some of those folks were turned on to the idea of visit-
ing Iceland through Iceland Affair, the incredibly ambitious 
festival Gerri stages annually, to celebrate the island of her 
affection. 
 Last year, I published a comprehensive English-lan-
guage book about the popular music of Iceland, ‘Blue Eyed 
Pop’, the first of its kind (it’s still in print—find it at quality 
bookstores and record shops everywhere). This eventually 
resulted in me being invited to speak at Gerri’s festival, of-
fering a crash course in the history of Icelandic popular mu-
sic. I’ve always been fond of New England, so it was thrilling 
to get to spend time there at the peak of fall, as the autumn 
leaves fell and the environment was transformed by the 
season’s beautiful colours. 
 Gerri is an adventurous woman, and she seems to have 
more hours in the day than most people. She lives in the 
countryside with her husband Eddie, who used to play bass 

in a New Wave group called The M-80s. Eddie and I in-
stantly bonded over our mutual love for UK New Wave band 
XTC, which happens to be our all-time favourite band ever. 
One of the trips highlights was when I, Eddie and Snorri 
Helgason took turns playing songs from Eddie's vast record 
collection, challenging one another to guess the artist. 
 Gerri and Eddie’s country house (well, farm—they call it 
“the Filthy Farm”) is full of life, home to all kinds of animals. 
Thus, a big part of any visit is having some fun with the 
resident beasts. The goats and the bats are fun, sure, but 
we had the most fun with a pig called Abe R. Ham. Abe is a 
really smart pig.
 The 2014 edition of Gerri’s festival takes place in two 
tiny towns in rural Connecticut. It kicked off with an all-day 
celebration of everything Icelandic at Winchester’s Grange 
Hall. The lawn in front of the hall was full of Icelandic horses 
and sheepdogs you could pet or whatever, and on the inside 
you could enjoy all kinds of lectures and sample Icelandic 
culinary delicacies. I gave my pop talk to a room packed 
with Iceland enthusiasts, and everything went okay. Later 
on, I ate some dried fish and petted some Icelandic beasts, 
which felt kind of odd in autumnal New England.
 That evening, the festival’s accompanying concert went 
down at Norfolk’s Infinity Hall. Gerri's handpicked artists in-
cluded Kristjana Stefáns, Myrra Rós, Lay Low, Björn Thoro-
ddsen and Snorri Helgason, all of whom were greeted very 
enthusiastically by the ample crowd. As the night reached 
a climax, I was brought on stage to do the first and, as of 
yet, only North American performance of my super kiddie 

pop hit “Prumpulagið” (“The Fart Song”). The hall 
was full of people, the kind you see in intellectual 
American movies about people who drive Volvos 
and Saabs and are eternally working through some 
sort of existential crisis (or maybe they’re getting 
divorced or something). 
 Besides all the Gerri-related activities, we Ice-
landers had great fun drinking and eating. There 
are of course many exciting options for those inter-
ested in drinking and eating in the USA, with ample 
mouth-watering variations on offer. It was pretty 
good, the drinking and the eating. 
 I guess I’ll have to write another book—about 
Icelandic lava or something?—so they’ll invite me 
back sometime in the future. Because there was a 
lot of stuff there that I didn’t manage to eat or drink, 
and I’d like to eat and drink that, and maybe hang 
out with Abe R. Ham some more. What a great fel-
low, that Abe. 
 Photo by HAX: Snorri Helgason and Abe R. Ham  
having fun with Dr. Gunni

If you happen to find yourself in Winchester, Connecticut at 
just the right time this month, you can observe some bona 
fide Icelandic horses grazing below the autumnal foliage 
as you chew on a strip of authentic harðfiskur while taking 
in the sounds of some of Iceland’s premier musicians. Yes, 
Winchester, Connecticut. Of all places. Why would Icelan-
dic horses, harðfiskur and musicians converge upon Win-
chester, Connecticut? Who is responsible for this surprising 
turn of events? Why, it’s none other than noted traffic anchor, 
wildlife rehabilitator, nature conservation advocate, erstwhile 
travel guide, “bat lady” and total badass  Geraldine “Gerri” 
Griswold. The horses, harðfiskur and musicians are all mak-
ing the trip to rural Connecticut so they can join Gerri for her 
annual Iceland-celebrating party, which she calls Iceland Af-
fair and is happening for the sixth time this year.

Words 
Rebecca Scott Lord

Photo 
Art Bicnik
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But I power through anyway. For jour-
nalism.
 Our destination is Hótel Rangá, a lit-
tle over an hour’s drive out of Reykjavík, 
where members of Stjörnuskoðunarfé-
lag Seltjarnarness (the Amateur Astro-
nomical Society of Seltjarnarnes) go to 
gawk at the skies, away from Reykja-
vík’s light pollution. During the pleasant 
drive up, I learn from Anna that we’re 
in luck, as the night offers some of the 
best stargazing conditions one could 
hope for, with clear skies and the sea-
son’s first truly cold weather. 
 And then, the moment I step out of 

the car, I’m blown away. Free from the 
city lights, I’m faced with what seems 
like thousands of brilliant astral bod-
ies, before my very eyes! The Milky Way 
itself is clearly visible, in that vibrant 
manner you usually only see on photo-
graphs, which I always assumed to be 
doctored and exaggerated. It is amazing.

A passion

We are met by our guide for the night, 
Sævar Helgi Bragason, who heads the 
society. He tells us a little about about 
what they do and who they are. Their 

board is composed of a scientist from 
the university, a coast guard admin-
istrator, a graphic designer, and two 
carpenters—all of them amateurs with a 
passion for the stars. He then explains 
that they have just installed two new 
apochromatic refractor telescopes at 
this very site, which are the most pre-
cise in all of Iceland. 
 Sævar leads us to a foldable roofed 
cabin, about 150 metres away from the 
hotel, and proceeds to give me and five 
other visitors a quick guide to the night 
sky. He tells us that a total of 5,000 stars 
are visible to the naked eye from Earth, 

while our galaxy contains some 400 bil-
lion. Looking through the telescope, I 
see the Dumbbell Nebula, 1,360 light 
years away. It looks like a faint astral 
doughnut. Then I see the Andromeda 
galaxy, 2.5 million light years away, and 
then M81 and M82, a spiral and star-
burst galaxy some 12 million light years 
away. 

 Like 'Battlestar Galactica'’s Brother 
Cavil, I curse the gelatinous orbs in my 
skull, which only capture a fraction of 
the electromagnetic spectrum. I don’t 
want to be human! I want to see the 
countless unseen worlds that are hid-
den in what we humans perceive as 
darkness! I want to smell the dark mat-

ter—I want to see the true colours of the 
universe!
 While this temporary Cylon insan-
ity washes over me, Anna and the 
astronomers are hard at work taking 
long-exposure photos. I eventually get 
back to marvelling at what’s in front of 
me. The stars shimmer amazingly over-
head. Satellites lazily slide across the 
cloudless sky. Tiny particles burn up in 
the atmosphere, appearing as shooting 
stars. Northern Lights faintly appear 
and fade away, amazing the group of 
tourists nearby. The moon sets, and af-
ter a while I can tell the whole sky has 
turned a few degrees.
 Three hours pass, with hardly a 
word spoken between me, Anna, and 
the astronomers. And then, once my 
toes are sufficiently frozen, we head 
back. 
 Weeks later, I’m once again firmly 
entrenched in Reykjavík’s hustle and 
bustle. Every once in a while, though, 
I look back up to the stars and am re-
minded of how much is out there, and 
how incredibly little we know about it 
all.

To the average Reykjavíking, the stars are nothing special. While travellers from bigger cities 
are often awestruck when they gaze upon our winter sky—doubly so if the Northern Lights 
are out—we’ll nod and stare at our phones some more. I’m a very average Reykjavíking, a 
jaded city rat, and there’s nothing up there I haven’t seen before. Thus, when I find myself 
tasked with accompanying photographer Anna Domnick on a stargazing venture late one 
night in early September (for the sake of journalism!), I’m not particularly thrilled. 

Photo
Anna Domnick

Words
Gabríel Benjamin
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be found at Hótel Rangá on any night that offers the right 
weather conditions. Visitors can step into their cabin, 

free of charge, and get a tour of the night sky. Learn 
more at www.astro.is, or Like or their Facebook page 
(search for “Stjörnuskoðunarfélag Seltjarnarness”).

Free from the city lights, I’m 
faced with what seems like 
thousands of brilliant astral 
bodies, before my very 
eyes! The Milky Way itself is 
clearly visible, in that vibrant 
manner you usually only 
see on photographs, which 
I always assumed to be 
doctored and exaggerated. 
It is amazing.
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What about other parts of the west, 
though? Where are they? Are there 
any? How do we get there?
 To find out, we went west. To the re-
gion of Dalir. “Valleys,” that means.
 While not entirely off the beaten 
track, the environs of Dalasýsla—“Dalir 
County”—are hardly the first place tour-
ists would think to travel to. Nestled be-
tween the Westfjords and the Snæfell-
snes peninsula, the Dalir region is the 
untouched taint of the western Icelan-
dic pelvis—or maybe its armpit. With a 
predominantly agricultural economy 
and a not-so-dramatic landscape, it’s 
been left somewhat behind in the cloud 
of tourist dust sweeping everywhere 
else. 
 Not necessarily a bad thing, that.
 Famous mostly for being the setting 
of many sagas, Dalir is one of the old-
est areas of Iceland, with a lot of his-
tory. Whether you’re on a ring road trip 
or you’re just one of those weird Saga 
nerds, here’s some of the excellent! 
exciting! things! you can see and do in 
Strandir—complete with some notori-
ous local legends. Pull off the Ring Road 
near Bifröst. Keep driving. You’ll get 
there sooner than you think.

1. Erpsstaðir 

Alright, you’ve been driving up the sheer 
rock face of the majesty of nature for like, 
what? An hour? There was a bunch of in-
accessible waterfalls? Cool!  You must be 
exhausted! It’s probably time to recharge 
those batteries. Pop into Erpsstaðir—ICE 
CREAM VALLEY—for some kick-ass ice 
cream. 
 Obviously, this was our first stop. 
 Erpsstaðir was an odd experience for 
us. When we arrived, the weather was 
pretty terrible. There was a cute dog hop-
ping around on three legs, even though it 
had four legs (we counted). We almost got 
some sweet photos of some pumpin’ cows 
(you can enter the cowshed for a small 
fee), but they were busy. 
 The whole place also smelled pretty 
badly of cow shit. Mixed with the ice 
cream. In a strange, not-altogether-
unpleasant way. Then, a pig decided to 
attack us, jumping its pig fence in some 
sort of wild pig rage. We had to call the pig 
master. It was a real pig mess.

 Having said that, Erpsstaðir sells some 
of the most kickass ice cream in all of 
Nicecreamland, and the coffee is good. 
It’s well worth a visit, to be sure. 
 On quiet nights, those in the valley say 
they can hear the wind whisper the tiny ghost 
screams of all the innocent ice cream people 
thrown in the meat grinder to produce your 
delicíóús ís. You fucking monster.

2. Eiríksstaðir

There isn’t much around here, huh? 
Farms… farms… more farms. A couple 
of waterfalls, I guess, but even that ice 
cream place was a farm. Why are there 
so many farms? No wonder they had so 
many Sagas happen round here. You 
need a bit of drama in a place like this. 
(Danish TV producers employ a similar 
logic.) Don’t worry, you get to see an-
other farm soon.
 Eiríksstaðir is in Haukadalur, a pret-
ty cool and spooky valley populated by 
some more farmers. It’s so spooky that 
it is currently the shooting location for 
the horror film ‘Mara’ (more about that 
on page 14). There’s also a pretty nice 
guesthouse right at the end of the road. 
More on that later.
 Anyway, Eiríksstaðir. Eiríksstaðir is 
said to be the home of Leifur Eiríksson’s 
dad, and therefore the birthplace of 
LEIF THE LUCKY HIMSELF! I hear he’s 
a pretty big deal. He used to have an 
airport named after him, just like JFK. 
For the low, low price of 500 ISK, you 

can look inside his old-as-balls hob-
bit house, which is located just metres 
from the foundations of the actual orig-
inal old-as-balls hobbit house. If you 
need the bathroom, there is one here. 
(IT HAS NO LOCK. I FOUND THIS OUT 
THE HARD WAY WHEN I OPENED THE 
DOOR. I AM SO SORRY, MORTIFIED 
NORWEGIAN WOMAN.)
 On a nearby farm, there used to be 
an annual party. One year, however, this 
party resulted in no less than nineteen 
illegitimate children. The local authori-
ties were very unimpressed. Shit must 
have got really wild. No more parties in 
the valley.
 Opposite Dad’s house is a large 
salmon fishing lake. There might be a 
fisherman in there. If you fish, go fish! If 
not, carry on.
 Local legend has it that every winter, a 
mythical lake troll named Davíð camps in the 
salmon lake, stealing the fish treats of badly-
behaved local children in the nights leading 
up to Christmas. Apart from hating Christians, 
Davíð is a pretty nice guy. He just doesn’t like 
to fish for himself in winter. It’s cold. As the old 
saying goes: “Teach a troll to fish, and he’ll still 
steal all of the Christian children’s snacks.”

3. Haukadalsskarð

Once you get lost at the end of the val-
ley like we did, you’ll see a sign pointing 
to a dirt track that says “Haukadals-
karð.” FOLLOW THIS SIGN! 
 The road is seriously rough (rough-

er than that of the rest of Haukadalur), 
and I would not recommend you do this 
in a Mini Cooper, as we did. Thankfully, 
Art, our photographer, is a way better 
driver than you.
 The track will take you over a very 
rickety bridge and some very pointy 
rocks. At what is sort of the end of the 
road (who knows?) you will see a super 
old horse playground or something. It’s 
eerie. You would not be surprised to 
see a creaking swingset there, if horses 
used swingsets. Take some photos. 

 To your right is Haukadalskarð, a 
COOL waterfall. Park the car. Tie your 
laces. Walk down to it (if you’re daring 
enough, you can get right up close). 
On the way, there should be plentiful 
blackberries and blueberries. What-
ever those berry things are called. Pick 
them! They are DELICIOUS! Now, med-
itate/swim/Instagram to your heart’s 
content. It might be cold. Who knows? I 
don’t swim!
 If you’re looking for somewhere 
to stay, head back to the roadsign for 
Haukadalskarð and take the other 
route. At the end of the road there is 
the aforementioned Cool Guesthouse. 
Go say hi!
 The Haukadalskarð horse playground 
is said to be the site of a brutal battle be-
tween horses and men in the early Settle-
ment era, known in horse circles as the 

Words Ciarán Daly

Photos Art Bicnick

The Westfjords. Snæfellsnes. A petrol station. All places. 
What do they have in common? Well, they’re synonymous 
with western Iceland—and, of course, the west is the best.

How to get there: Take route 1 north, and turn onto route 60 to Búðardalur, from 
where you can continue on route 60 to Sælingsdalur, or 586 to Haukadalsskarð. To get 
to Dagverðarnes, retrace your steps onto route 1 and then turn onto route 508.

The West
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Then, a pig decided to 
attack us, jumping its pig 
fence in some sort of wild 
pig rage. We had to call 
the pig master. It was a 
real pig mess.
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We went and teamed up with fancy 
design firm karlssonwilker to make 
you some artisanal t-shirts sporting 
several iconic Reykjavík buildings. 
Get them at www.grapevine.is and 
also probably at some store eventu-
ally, when we get around to talking to 
the store people.

"WHOA, THOSE  
IMAGES OF ICONIC 
REYK JAVÍK BUILD-
INGS SURE LOOK 
NICE . IF SOMEONE 
WERE TO SLAP THEM 
ON A T-SHIRT, I 
WOULD SURELY  
PURCHASE SEVER AL"
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“Equine Chernobyl.” There were no sur-
vivors on either side. It was only with the 
Sugarcube Pact of 1131 that the bloodshed 
stopped. The tragedy later inspired the for-
mation of a hit band and a blockbuster 
movie, now in cinemas!

4. Búðardalur: 
Delicious cake! Exhibit!

Okay, enough of that nature shit. Let’s eat 
again. 
 Drive on to Búðardalur. Búðardalur is 
pretty much the only town in Dalir, which 
means it has a shop and a tourist informa-

tion thing. First, go to the shop. They do 
good hot dogs there. You need a coffee. 
 Head on down to the information 
station. Look across the water and think 
about the mistakes you’ve made. Okay, 
now go inside and get some more coffee 
and a slice of DALIR’S MOST DELICIOUS 
CHOCOLATE CAKE! The guides in there 
will give you all sorts of interesting advice 
and stories about the area.
 If Dad’s House in Eiríksstaðir didn’t 
sate your settlement history appetite, go 
check out the settlement exhibit next to 
the café. It gives a good interactive history 
of Vinland and other early brutal coloni-
sation efforts by Icelanders. Take a selfie 
with some tapestry. Move on. We’re only 
on number four and there’s still loads of 
shit to do today.
 In Búðardalur, a cow farted once. The 
locals thought it was a rave. The policeman 
from Snæfellsnes was called. No arrests were 
made.

5. Cross on a hill

This looks interesting! There are hills 
now! Wait, what is that? A cross? On a 
hill?! LET’S STOP HERE!
 Climb up some rocky rocks. Wow, 
look at that. A real-life cross. Oh, and 
the views. I can see Búðardalur from 
here! 
 This is actually a very interest-
ing cross, all jokes aside. It is to com-
memorate a lady from long ago with 
vast tracts of land, which made her very 
popular with all of her strapping young 
Norwegian gentlemen slaves. She 

claimed this part of Iceland for her own, 
and gave some of it up to her slaves. 
Some of the farms on the peninsula to-
day are these same slave farms, prob-
ably!
 Across? From where?

6. Here be seals, apparently

Put your goddamn smartphone down. 
Look out the goddamn window. Have 
a real, authentic experience for once in 
your miserable life. Things on this rock 
are about to get interesting.
 To your right, there will be some 
more farms. Some are old and creepy. 

Whatever. But to your LEFT, you will see 
more bird life than you can shake a hot 
dog wrapper at. If it’s low tide, there’s 
a pretty big chance you’re going to see 
seals being lazy fuckers on the beach. 
Gosh. Would you look at that?
 There aren’t really any local legends 
about the seals. They’re generally pretty 
chill. Although there was that one guy. 
Half-man, half-seal, full mutant. His is a 
true rags-to-riches tale, and it all started 
out on this beach. After attending the X-
Men Academy, he is now the real Prime 
Minister of the whole of Iceland! Wow!

The West

24 The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 16 — 2015TRAVEL

How to get there: Take route 1 north, and turn onto route 60 to Búðardalur, from 
where you can continue on route 60 to Sælingsdalur, or 586 to Haukadalsskarð. To get 
to Dagverðarnes, retrace your steps onto route 1 and then turn onto route 508.
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7. Dagverðarnes

By the time you reach the sign to 
Dagverðarnes, you will have no doubt 
noticed the geography has started 
getting interesting again. You pass 
through an Icelandic forest that’s actu-
ally pretty big, with trees way too close 
together, as is the Traditional Icelandic 
Way. There’s also a cool grave/memo-
rial thing near Vogur. 
 Mountains! They’re back! Okay, turn 
down the dirt track to Dagverðarnes. 
Our Mini seriously struggled with this 

road, with massive jagged rocks ready 
to tear the bottom of your car right off. 
We are irresponsible, so we carried on. 
Boy, was it worth it.
 The long dirt track will take you 
down to a pretty spectacular archi-
pelago of little islands and lakes. It’s 
worth taking slow, as it’s actually a very 
unique area geographically. Stop and 
have a sandwich and look at the distant 
mountains and the birds or something. 
Neither me nor Art, the photographer, 
are particularly superstitious, but we 
felt a very strange change in energy in 
this area, No joke. It’s pretty magical.
 At the end of the road, there’s an 
old church and a house. I don’t know if 
anyone lives at the house. There wasn’t 
anyone there when we were there. Be 
respectful and leave stuff alone any-
way. You can’t enter the church alone 
as there is a massive circular boulder 
blocking the door (why are people al-

ways locking Jesus in with big circular 
boulders? who left the boulder there?), 
but the area is worth wandering around. 
There’s sheep shit, small beaches, a 
graveyard, and some mysterious tracks. 
 There are strange things afoot in 
Dagverðarnes. Don’t disturb the magical 
peace, really. Forces much bigger than you 
are at work here.

8. Rock hole—picnic!

Once you’re back on the main road, 
head west to a passage through the 

rocks. It’s a bit like that lame Pod Race 
valley in Star Wars Episode I, but small-
er. There’s a picnic table here. Have a 
picnic and look out at the place you just 
left. Walk through the rock hole and 
feel the wind on your skin.
 We turned around here for time 
purposes, but you can also carry on 
through the rock hole and travel around 
the rest of the peninsula.
 Who put the road through the rocks? 
How did it get here before we had an app 
to do it? Some say an ice giant snorted 
a line of rocks, which in ice giant land is 
sort of like crack. Is the crack the one you 
snort? I wouldn’t know. Either way, there’s 
been a road through the rocks ever since.

9. Laugar, 
Sælingsdalur valley—swim!

Laugar is said to be the home of the 
lady of the tracts of land, and up on the 
hill is her ORIGINAL POOL! It’s a really 
good pool—it’s free to use, relatively 
natural, and looks cool as well. There 
are a number of great hiking routes 
into the mountains from this spot. If 
you have time, go for a hike, then have 
a swim. There’s also a campsite here if 
you want to camp.
 The valley here is the setting of 
many Sagas, in particular 'Laxdæla 
saga', one of the only Sagas to feature a 
woman as the main character—Guðrún 
Ósvífursdóttir.
 If you look out from the hill by Laugar, 
you can just about envision all that medi-
eval high school drama taking place here. 
Well, it’s true. It did.

10. Stop for  
ice cream again. Why not?

At this point, we started heading back 
to Reykjavík. But that doesn’t mean you 
have to! You can carry on north from 
here up to the Westfjords, or you can 
head down to Snæfellsnes. You can go 
your own way!
 On the way back, stop for ice cream 
again at Erpsstaðir. They might look 
at you weird. “Why are you back here 
again so soon?” they will ask. “Trust 
me, I know what I’m doing,” you will say.
 If you still have some time left once 
you get back to the area around Bifröst, 
go and check out Háafell goat centre 
and Deildartunguhver (a geothermal 
river). Play with some goats. Buy some 
goat soap. Eat some fresh local toma-
toes at the river and look at some mist. 
It’s all here! What a fun day!

Distance to Egilsstaðir
146 km
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Car provided by Hertz car rental,  
book car at www.hertz.is



ARTISAN BAKERY
& COFFEE HOUSE
OPEN EVERYDAY 6.30 - 21.00

LAUGAVEGUR 36 · 101 REYKJAVIK  
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primate of Madagascar). A winner of the 2012 Web Awards, Lemúrinn.is covers 
all things strange and interesting. Go check it out at www.lemurinn.is

Reykjavík around 1900
In 1904, the municipal council of Reyk-
javík agreed that the local medical 
school should be allowed to use the 
corpses of the poor for dissection and 
anatomy lectures. This was not an un-
controversial move, with many detrac-
tors remarking that benefitting in this 
way from the poor and helpless was, at 
best, immoral. Wrote one critic: “Don’t 
the poor suffer enough when they die? 
Should they also feel horrified at the 
idea of being all torn apart when they 
are dead?” Moreover, why should only 
the skinny and hungry be the subject 
of an autopsy? “The fat and rich should 
also be investigated to study the impact 
of excessive eating,” our critic added, 
somewhat ironically.
 A century ago, medical schools 
around the world were in constant need 
of human bodies. And indeed, few were 
really interested in being “torn apart” 
after their death. This lead to a rise in 
the very illegal act of “body snatching,” 
the secret disinterment of corpses that 
were sold on the black market to medi-
cal schools, doctors and students.
 Around the turn of the 20th cen-
tury, there was, not surprisingly, a con-
stant cadaver drought in Reykjavík’s 
medical school. Iceland’s population 
was, of course, very small, and autop-
sies were publicly stigmatised. This 
situation led to many rather strange 
events. One year, this shortage meant 
that the fledgling nation’s medical stu-
dents were unable to complete their 
surgery class. Therefore, those medical 
students would walk around Reykjavík, 
gawking at passersby like a group of 
hungry vultures circling above, wait-
ing for someone to die, already. Finally, 
news got out that a lady had passed 
away in the neighbouring town of Haf-
narfjörður. The students rushed over 
to her house and bought the “fresh” 
corpse from the grieving widower, pay-
ing a high price for the lady, despite 
their assessment that she was a bit 
“flawed.” 

 The most notorious of the many 
corpse shortage-related stories on re-
cord occurred in the 1890s. Old Þórður 
Árnason was a well-known drunk in 
Reykjavík, as most drunks usually were 
(to this day, local hobos tend to attain 
a minor celebrity status in Iceland). 
Þórður was described thusly by his 
contemporaries: The arms were thick 
and his hands big. The appearance was 
generally strong and wholesome. The 
face was pale and smooth, with few 
wrinkles, but quite swollen because of 
excessive drinking. His hair was gray 
and thin, with extremely untidy and 
messy curls hanging below the cheeks. 
 Þórður would drink in a bar on the 
corner of Austurstræti and Aðalstræti, 
at the heart of what’s now the centre of 
Reykjavík. This bar was very filthy, at-
tracting the least elegant of Reykjavík’s 
denizens. It was known as “Svínastían” 
(“The Pig Sty”).
 One time when 
Þórður was completely 
broke and fixin’ for a 
drink, he recalled the 
town’s desperate medi-
cal students and their 
constant quest for fresh 
corpses. A glowing light-
bulb fixed over his head, 
Þórður strode down to 
the medical school and 
offered to sell them his 
own corpse, to be col-
lected once he no longer 
needed it. In turn, he 
asked for a rather mea-
gre fee that the school 
was to pay in advance, but of course. 
The medical school’s management ac-
cepted the old lush’s offer and remu-
nerated him as per his requests. Þórður 
of course took the money directly 
to The Pig Sty, where he managed to 
spend it all that same day.
 From that moment on, Reykjavík’s 
medical students went around liter-
ally wishing Þórður dead. They really 
wanted to go ahead and study his anat-

omy already, and thus fostered sincere 
hopes that he would drink himself to 
death, sooner than later. After a couple 
of years of frantic waiting, news finally 
spread all over town that old Þórður 
had finally kicked the bucket. 
 A teacher from the medical school 
went to a small shop that allowed un-
employed workers and drifters to sit 
and pass the time, to ask whether any-
one would assist in moving Þórður’s 
body to the school’s operating room. 
The doctor approached a man who was 
sleeping on a table and tapped him on 
the shoulder. Would he take this job? 
 The man turned around. Disap-
pointingly, it turned out to be Þórður 
himself, alive and kicking. There would 
be no anatomy studies that day. 
 Another time, Þórður was found 
lying on the floor of The Pig Sty. The 
medical school was once again alert-

ed, but the old man 
turned out to be no 
more dead than the 
first time, merely 
passed out after a 
bout of heaving drink-
ing.  
 In 1897, Þórður 
finally died for real. 
The medical students 
scooped up his corpse 
almost immediately 
and commenced to 
tear him up. They 
were surprised to find 
all his organs nearly 
intact, despite all the 
years of heavy drink-

ing—learning that his body had been 
in a very healthy state right up until his 
death. 
 Huge crowds showed up at 
Þórður’s funeral, where the priest gave 
an emotional speech over an almost 
empty coffin, holding what remained of 
the old man after the medical students 
had undertaken their anatomy lessons.

The 
Man 
Who 
Sold His 
Corpse 
For A 
Drink
Words
Helgi Hrafn Guðmundsson

Photos
Frederick W.W. Howell 

A glowing lightbulb 
fixed over his head, 
Þórður strode down 
to the medical school 
and offered to sell 
them his own corpse, 
to be collected once 
he no longer needed 
it. In turn, he asked 
for a rather meagre 
fee that the school 
was to pay in ad-
vance, but of course.
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Kringlan 7  Reykjavík 
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"Medical students would walk around Reykjavík, 
gawking at passersby like a group of hungry vultures 
circling above, waiting for someone to just  
die, already.”

Iceland’s first medical students had a hard time 
finding corpses to poke around in. This lead to 
some funny situations. 

“Dave, you have children, right? You owe it to your 
children to get your DNA analyzed by me.” 

Kári Stefánsson tried really hard to bully Dave 
Eggers into giving him some DNA. AND WE 
WERE THERE! 

“Confidence is the number one thing music has given 
me. It’s a friend I can trust. When no one is there for 
you, music is.”

Like the rest of the Airwaves newcomers  
on our cover, rapper GKR is such a sweetheart. 
Bless him. 

"When I was growing up, me and my sister 
weren’t allowed to watch Disney films. We weren’t 
allowed to watch fairy tales with a happy ending. 
That was not allowed.”

If you want your kids to eventually morph 
into horror-crazed film fiends, make sure 
you keep them away from Mickey Mouse’s 
extended family.
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STUFFED WITH STUFF Issue 16 YOUR FREE COPY

YOUR ESSENTIAL GUIDE  
TO LIFE, TRAVEL AND 
ENTERTAINMENT IN ICELAND

BOOK YOUR ADVENTURE NOW
Go home with a story worth telling!

www.adventures.is
Downtown Sales Office – Laugavegur 11

Open every day from 08:00-22:00

www.adventures.is | info@adventures.is | +354 562-7000 | Downtown Reykjavík Sales Office at Laugavegur 11
Rafting • Ice Climbing • Snorkeling • Diving • Glacier Hike • Canoeing • Hiking • Kayaking • Cycling • Surfing • Boat Ride • Hot Spring • Swimming • Climbing 

Super-Jeep • Caving • Horse Riding • Sightseeing • Snowmobile • Whale Watching • ATV • Incentive • Skiing • Mountain Hut • Camping • Combo Trips

Snorkeling in Silfra Fissure

Northern Lights Super-Jeep Tours

Price from: 16.990 ISK

Price from: 19.990 ISK

Glacier Hiking Day Tours
Price from: 8.990 ISK

TOURIST INFORMATION AND 
FREE BOOKING SERVICE

Bankastræti 2 - Downtown
itm@itm.is - www.itm.is 
Tel: +354 522 4979 
Summer: 08.00 - 21.00
Winter: 09.00 - 19.00

We are proud to be the first & only downtown Tourist Information fully 
accredited by both the Icelandic Tourist Board and the Vakinn Quality System.

Drop by, we speak... 
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ICONIC 
REYKJAVÍK 
BUILDINGS 
T-SHIRTS
Get them at 
www.grapevine.is



Issue 16 - 2015 www.grapevine.isHAPPENING

    
EAT

A GUIDE TO EATING 
IN REYKJAVÍK! 

    
SHOP

A GUIDE TO SHOPPING 
IN REYKJAVÍK! 

    
DRINK

A GUIDE TO DRINKING 
IN REYKJAVÍK!IN HERE

AMAZING!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get the new FREE Grape-
vine app Appening. For all 
events happening today!

PHOTO BY ANNA DOMNICK

FINALLY!

FOOD

MUSIC & NIGHTLIFE

Back 2 The Future 
Day Is Coming!

Make your own 
damn soup! 

All of the events, 
they’re in here!

Looking Inwards  
With Katrín Sigurðardóttir
Hafnarhúsið’s grand display of Katrín Sigurðardóttir’s art is 
just what you’ll need to successfully cope with the onset of 

winter, providing artistic and mental refuge that'll keep you in 
balance for the remainder of 2015.

WOW!

COOL 

MAP!



Oct 9 - Nov 12
How to use the listings: Venues are 
listed alphabetically by day. Events 
listed are all live performances, with 
troubadours and DJs specifically 
highlighted. For complete listings and 
detailed information on venues visit 
listings.grapevine.is. Send your listings 
to: listings@grapevine.is.

Friday October 9

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Siggi Þorbergs  / 

DJ Maggi 
Bar 11
22:30 Dorian Gray 
Bar Ananas
21:00 DJ Api Pabbi & Leo 
Boston
22:00 DJ Styrmir Dansson 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Helter Skelter Beatles Tribute 

Concert  

Dillon
22:00 Sudden Pressure  / DJ  

Andrea 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Ragga 
Gamla Bíó
22:00 Vintage Caravan Album Release 

Concert 
Gaukurinn
20:00 Abominor Album Release 

Concert 
Hresso
21:00 Böddi Band Solo Project 
Húrra
21:00 Dikta & Friðrik Dór  / DJ Ívar 

Pétur 
Lebowski Bar
22:00 DJ Anna Rakel  / Raggi  

Mengi
21:00 Jónsson & More 
Prikið
23:00 Young Nazareth DJ Set  / Logi 

Pedro 
Slippbarinn
21:00 Sir Danselot 

MUSIC
CONCERTS & NIGHTLIFE

TABLE RESERVATIONS: +354 517 1800 —  WWW.FORRETTABARINN.IS

N ý l e n d u g a t a  1 4 .  1 0 1  R e y k j a v í k

R E S TA U R A N T  |  B A R  -  H A P P Y  H O U R  F R O M  4  - 8  P M Tasty 
Icelandic 
tapas and 
drinks by 

the old 
harbour

Certificate of Excellence 
———  2014  ———

Genderqueer/butch/super fem/nerd activist Mobus is perhaps best 
known for being the person behind the annual Halloween Iceland 
parties and the Zombie Walk. These days she's busy preparing her 
costume for All Hallow's Eve, where she will DJ. She's particularly 
interested in nerdy events, such as the weekly Klassísku Költ Kvöldin 
("Classic Cult Nights") at Vínsmakkarinn, where they screen cult shows 
like Buffy and Angel, and films every third week.
  You can find the events our picker of the issue found to be 
interesting spread out over the music and art pages, marked with this   
icon.

  
Classical, opera.

     Electronic, dance,  
house, techno.

  Hip-hop, R&B.

    Hardcore, metal, punk, 
rock.

  Troubadour.

  Experimental.

   Acoustic, folk, jazz, 
lounge.

 Indie, pop, post-rock.

Music Legend PICKER OF THE ISSUE
Mobus
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We know you can’t get enough of the Icelandic rap scene, and that’s 
why YOU SHOULD BE EXCITED FOR THIS.  Some of Icelandic rap’s 
greats (Úlfur Úlfur! Emmsjé Gauti!) are hitting Húrra, accompanied 
by up-and-coming GKR! Bring all your friends (especially that one 
who isn’t generally into rap—trust us, they’ll love it), and prepare to go 
crazy over (some of) the best that Icelandic rap has to offer! AJdR

Húrra
Naustin (D3) | October 10  21:00 | Admission: 2,000 ISK

Icelandic Hip Hop #Sweg
Emmsjé Gauti / Úlfur Úlfur / GKR

TVEIR HRAFNAR listhús, Art Gallery 
Baldursgata 12 101 Reykjavík (at the corner of Baldursgata and Nönnugata, facing Þrír Frakkar Restaurant)
Phone: +354 552 8822 +354 863 6860 +354 863 6885 art@tveirhrafnar.is www.tveirhrafnar.is 
Opening hours: Thu-Fri 12pm - 5pm, Sat 1pm - 4pm and by appointment +354 863 6860

TVEIR HRAFNAR 
listhús, Art Gallery 
offers a range of artwork by 
contemporary Icelandic artists 
represented by the gallery, se-
lected works by acclaimed artists 
and past Icelandic masters.

Represented artists: 
GUÐBJÖRG LIND JÓNSDÓTTIR
HALLGRÍMUR HELGASON
HÚBERT NÓI JÓHANNESSON
JÓN ÓSKAR
ÓLI G. JÓHANNSSON
STEINUNN THÓRARINSDÓTTIR

Also works by:
HADDA FJÓLA REYKDAL
HULDA HÁKON
NÍNA TRYGGVADÓTTIR
KRISTJÁN DAVÍÐSSON
– among others



MUSIC
CONCERTS & NIGHTLIFE

Saturday October 10

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Roland  / DJ  

Yngvi  
Bar 11
22:30 Volcanova  / Rafmagnað 
Bar Ananas
21:00 DJ Laugardaxfararstjórinn 
Boston
22:00 Sexítæm DJ Set 
Dillon
22:00 MIRI  / DJ Andrea 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Hrönn
Gamla Bíó
22:00 Hollywood Party: DJ Villi  

Ástráðs 
Gaukurinn
21:30 Baggabandið Album Release 

Party  

Hitt Húsið
15:00 Fjórirfjórðu: Magnus Thorlacius 

  / Ivan Mendez  / Erna Mist  

/ Luke 
Hressó
21:00 Silki 
Húrra
21:00 Úlfur Úlfur  / Emmsjé Gauti  

/ GKR  / DJ KGB 
Lebowski Bar
22:00 DJ Jesús  / Rúnar 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Yamaho  / Hunk Of A Man 
Mengi
21:00 Kjartan & Skúli Sverrisson  

Paloma
23:59 RVK Soundsystem's Reggae 

Night   

Prikið
23:00 DJ Karítas  / King Kocoon 
Slippbarinn
21:00 Sir Danselot 

Sunday October 11

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Alexander 
Hafnarborg
20:00 Hljóðön - Orðin 
Hannersarholt
16:00 Gerrit Schuil & Hallveig 

Rúnarsdóttir 
Hresso
21:00 Jazz Jam Session 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Haraldur E 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Vector 
Mengi
21:00 Simon Berz 

Monday October 12

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Ellert 
Húrra
21:00 Monday Night Jazz 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Anna B 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Pilsner 2.25% 
Prikið
20:00 Magic Monday DJ Set 

Tuesday October 13

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Roland 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Serge Gainsbourg Tribute 

Concert 
Gaukurinn
21:00 Karaoke Night 
Húrra
21:00 DJ John Brnlv 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ The Dude 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Terrordisco 
KEX Hostel
20:30 KexJazz 
Prikið
20:00 DJ Volante 

Wednesday October 14

Café Rosenberg
22:00 Fiddle Box 
Harpa
21:00 Múlinn Jazz Club 
Hjallakirkja
20:30 Vox Feminae: Amor Vittorioso 
Húrra
21:00 Dj Árni Húmi 

WAR
IS

OVER!
IF YOU WANT IT

Happy Christmas from John & Yoko 
(and The Laundromat Cafe)

YES, IT IS TRUE!
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Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Jesús 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Óli Dóri 
Prikið
20:00 DJ Steindór Grétar 
Slippbarinn
21:00 Halli and the Superheroes 

Thursday October 15

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Hreimur 
Bar Ananas
21:00 Balkan Festival DJ Set 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Lára Rúnars & Band 
Dillon
22:00 AKA Sinfónían 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Addi hólm 
Gaukurinn
21:00 Open Jam Session
Hannersarholt
15:00 Sing-a-long show
Hlemmur Square
21:00 Loji 
Húrra
21:00 DJ Ísar Logi 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Smutty Smiff  

Mengi
21:00 Laser Life 
Prikið
20:00 DJ KGB Soundsystem 

Friday October 16

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Alexander & 

Guðmann  / DJ Maggi 
Austur
22:00 DJ Bogi 
Bar 11
22:30 Quest 
Bar Ananas
21:00 Krystal Carma DJ Set 
Boston
22:00 DJ Styrmir Dansson 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Jónas Sig & Ritvélar 

Framtíðarinnar 
Dillon
22:00 Beggi Smári  / DJ Andrea  

Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Spegill 
Gaukurinn
22:00 Nordic Throwdown: Rímnaríki 

 / Stefán Karel  / Nicky J  / 
Holly Hrafn & Binni Bó & Dagga Digi 

 / Kilo  / Marlon Pollock  / 
Átrúnaðarfoðin  / Alexander Jarl 

 / Valby Bræður  / Shades of 
Reykjavík 

Húrra
20:00 Extreme Chill Festival Showcase: 

Stereo Hypnosis  / Futuregrapher  

/ Mike Hunt  / Beatmakin Troopa DJ 
Set  / Murya  / Árni Vector DJ Set  

/ DJ Pabbi & Formaðurinn 
Loft Hostel
18:30 Equality Days Final Party: 

Vaginaboys  / Tonik Ensemble  / 
Ceasetone 

Mengi
21:00 Calder 
Prikið
23:00 Emmsjé Gauti Inc. DJ Set  
Slippbarinn
21:00 Sir Danselot 

Saturday October 17

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Ellert  / DJ Bogi 
Austur
22:00 DJ Maggi 
Bar 11
22:30 Þausk 
Bar Ananas
21:00 DJ Styrmir Dansson 
Boston
22:00 DJ Kári 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Jónas Sig & Ritvélar 

Framtíðarinnar 
Dillon
22:00 Atrúnaðargoðin  / Marlon 

Pollock  / DJ Andrea 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Ragga 
Gamla Bíó
22:00 Högni Egilsson 
Gaukurinn
21:00 Bangoura Band   / Þrír  / 

Skúli Mennski 

Harpa
20:00 The Barber of Seville 
Hitt Húsið
15:00 Fjórirfjórðu: Aragrúi   /  

Stígur 
Húrra
21:00 DJ Óli Dóri 
Lebowski Bar
22:00 DJ Haraldur E 
Mengi
21:00 Halldór Eldjárn  

Prikið
23:00 Sunsura DJ Set 
Slippbarinn
21:00 Sir Danselot 

Sunday October 18

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Siggi Þorbergs 
Harpa
19:30 Philharmonia Orchestra & Danil 

Trifonov 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Haraldur E 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 Krystal Carma DJ Set 
Prikið
23:00 Lowercase DJ Set 

Monday October 19

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Roland 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Ragnhildur Magnúsdóttir &  

Band 
Harpa
19:30 Philharmonia Orchestra & Danil 

Trifonov 
Hornið
20:00 Ljós Heimsins 
22:00 Ljós Heimsins 
Hresso
21:00 Jazz Jam Session 
Húrra
21:00 Monday Night Jazz 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Anna B 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Creature of the Night 

Tuesday October 20

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Ellert 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Skúli Mennski  

Gaukurinn
21:00 Karaoke Night 
Húrra
20:00 DJ Lazybones  
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Haraldur E 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Hellert 
KEX Hostel
20:30 KexJazz: Sigurður Rögnvaldsson 

Quartet 
Prikið
20:00 DJ Harry Knuckles   

Wednesday October 21

Café Rosenberg
22:00 Heiða Eiriksdóttir, David John Hull 

& Aidan Bartley 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Jesús 
Gaukurinn
21:00 GravelRoad  
Harpa
20:00 The Poet and the Bishop’s 

Daughter 
Húrra
20:00 ULTRAORTHODOX   / LV Pier 

& Marteinn & Marteinn 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Steindór Jónsson 
KEX Hostel
21:00 Geislar 
Prikið
20:00 DJ Gauti Friðriks 
Slippbarinn
21:00 Halli and the Superheroes 

Thursday October 22

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Matti 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Þollý’s Blues Band 
Dillon
22:00 GravelRoad  / DJ Daníel 

Hjálmtýsson 
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KIRKJUSTRÆTI

Opening hours 

Sunday - Thursday 11:00 - 02:00
Friday - Saturday 11:00 - 06:00 - FIND US ON FACEBOOK

dirtyburgerandribs.is

MUSIC
CONCERTS & NIGHTLIFE

Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Hrönn 
Gamla Bíó
22:00 Samúel Jón Samúelsson Big  

Band   

Harpa
09:30 Iceland Symphony: Open 

Rehearsal 
19:30 Russian Favorites 
Hlemmur Square
21:00 Hekla 
Húrra
21:00 Skelkur í Bringu  / Godchilla 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Vala 
Prikið
20:00 Karaoke Night 
Tjarnarbíó
22:00 Casio Fatso Album Release 

Concert 

Friday October 23

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Biggi  / DJ Bogi 
Austur
22:00 DJ Maggi 
Bar 11
22:30 Elín Helena  / Mercy Buckets 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Kristjana Arngríms’s Guest  

Party 
Dillon
22:00 Fox Train Safari  / DJ Andrea 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Ragga 
Gaukurinn
21:00 Poetry Party / DJ Frosti Gringo 
Gerðuberg Cultural Centre
12:15 Nína Margrét Grímsdóttir & 

Sigurður Halldórsson perform Bach 
Harpa
19:00 Ríó Tríó for 50 Years 
Húrra
21:00 DJ Styrmir Dansson 
Lebowski Bar
22:00 DJ Anna Rakel  / Jesús  

Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Kári & CasaNova 
Prikið
23:00 DJ Logi Pedro 
Slippbarinn
21:00 Sir Danselot 

Saturday October 24

American Bar
21:00 Troubadours Ellert & Roland  / 

DJ Maggi 
Austur
22:00 DJ André 
Bar 11
22:30 Atómsbræður 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Ilja og Dúkkulísurnar 
Dillon
22:00 Greyhound  / DJ Andrea 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Halli Einars 
Gaukurinn
16:00 200.000 Naglbítar  

Harpa
20:00 The Barber of Seville 
21:00 Einar Scheving Quartet 
22:30 Ben Kronberg & Dagfinn  

Lyngbo 
Húrra
22:00 Babies / DJ KGB  

Soundsystem 

Lebowski Bar
22:00 DJ Smutty Smiff  / Rúnar  

Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Introbeats & Frímann 
Mengi 
21:00 MGBG 
Prikið
23:00 DJ Deluxe vs. Spegill 
Slippbarinn
21:00 Sir Danselot 

Sunday October 25

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Alexander 
Hresso
21:00 Jazz Jam Session 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Haraldur E 

Monday October 26

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Ellert 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Bergmál 
Húrra
21:00 Monday Night Jazz 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Pilsner 2.25% 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Anna B 

Tuesday October 27

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Roland 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Mandólín 
Gaukurinn
21:00 Karaoke Night 
Húrra
21:00 DJ Sunna Ben 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Ívar Pétur 
KEX Hostel
20:30 KexJazz: Edda Borg Band 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ The Dude 

Wednesday October 28

Harpa
20:00 Händel’s Messiah 
Húrra
21:00 Gangly  / DJ Logi Leó 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ John Brnlv 
KEX Hostel
21:00 Par Ðar  / AvÓkA  /  

SíGull 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Jesús 
Mengi
21:00 múm improvise to 'Menchen 

Am Sonntag' 
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Húrra
Naustin (D3) |  20:00 | Admission: TBA

Skelkur í Bringu (“Terror in your chest”) is a rock band 
that plays good, simple, raw, LOUD rock, and so much more. If 
that isn’t enough to get your blood pumping, the band‘s stage 
decorations (so artisanal) and trippy outfits are sure to attract all 
the art school kids. AND AS IF THAT WEREN’T ENOUGH, super 
sludge band Godchilla is also playing! Grab your coat, grab your 
friends, grab a beer, get in touch with your existential fears and 
inner demons, and let loose. AJdR

Screaming Fear Demons 
Skelkur Í Bringu / Godchilla

MADE IN ICELAND  www.jswatch.com

With his legendary concentration and 45 years of experience our Master 
Watchmaker ensures that we take our waterproofing rather seriously.  
Gilbert O. Gudjonsson, our Master Watchmaker and renowned craftsman, 
inspects every single timepiece before it leaves our workshop.



The Nordic House Reykjavík is a vibrant Nordic cultural 
institution with exhibitions, a library, shop and one  
of the best restaurants in Reykjavík, Aalto Bistro.

The building is designed by the internationally  
acclaimed finnish architect Alvar Aalto.
Open everyday from 10–17
Visit www.nordichouse.is for more information.
 
Book a table: www.aalto.is
Sundays – wednsdays 11–17
Thursdays – saturdays 11–21

The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5, 101 Reykjavík
Tel: 5517030, www.nordichouse.is

Enjoy food
Enjoy books
Enjoy culture
Enjoy the  
Nordic House

Norræna húsið
The Nordic House

 

MUSIC
CONCERTS & NIGHTLIFE

Prikið
20:00 DJ Pabbi 
Slippbarinn
21:00 Halli and the Superheroes 

Thursday October 29

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Hreimur 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Bee Bee and The Blue Birds  

Dillon
22:00 Foreign Land 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:30 DJ Addi 
Gaukurinn
22:00 Open Jam Session
Harpa
21:00 Múlinn Jazz Club with Andrés Þór 

Quartett 
Hlemmur Square
21:00 Tilbury  

Húrra
21:00 Hits & Tits Karaoke Night
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Logi Pedro 
KEX Hostel
21:00 SMURJÓN 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 DJ Raggi 
Mengi
21:00 Jordan Morton & Kai Basanta 
Prikið
20:00 DJ Introbeats 
Tjarnarbíó
21:30 Kvennakórinn Katla 

Friday October 30

Austur
22:00 DJ André 
Bar 11 
22:30 HimBrimi 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 María Birgis's Blues Band 
Dillon
22:00 DJ Andrea 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Hrönn 
Gaukurinn
22:00 Negur�Bunget  / Grimegod  / 

Dynfari  / Auðn 
Harpa
20:00 The Barber of Seville 
Húrra
21:00 DJ Simon FKNHNDSM 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Exos 
Lebowski Bar
21:00 302's   / DJ Anna B 
Prikið
23:00 DJ Gay Latino Man 
Slippbarinn
21:00 Sir Danselot 

Saturday October 31

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Biggi  / DJ Andre 

Ramirez 
Austur
22:00 DJ Maggi 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Thin Jim 
Dillon
22:00 Krakk & Spaghettí  / 

Brilliantinus  / DJ Andrea 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Ragga 
Gaukurinn
21:00 Halloween Iceland with DJ Mobus 
Harpa
20:00 DIMMA & SinfoniaNord  
Húrra
21:00 DJ Reagan & Gorbachev 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Vinny Villbass & Símon  

FKNHNDSM 
Mengi
21:00 Högni Egilsson & Nordic Affect 
Paloma
23:00 DJ Petter B  / Exos  /  

YAMAHO 
Prikið
23:00 DJ King Kocoon 
Slippbarinn
21:00 Sir Danselot 

Sunday November 1

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Siggi Þorbergs 
Hallgrímskirkja
17:00 All Hallows 
Harpa
19:30 The Chamber Music Society #2 
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Hressó
21:00 Jazz Jam Session 
Húrra
21:00 Open Mic
Kaffibarinn
22:00 Krystal Carma DJ Set 

Monday November 2

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Roland 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Reykjavík Blues Company 
Hannersarholt
20:00 Vilborg Dagbjartsdóttir & 

Þorleifur Hauksson 
Húrra
21:00 Monday Night Jazz 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 DJ Doodlepops 
KEX Hostel
21:00 Feel Good Lost/MFI Irish 

Showcase: Daithi / Talos & Slow 
Skies  / Nialler9 DJ Set 

Tuesday November 3

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Ellert 
Gaukurinn
20:00 The 59’s  / Ledfoot 
Harpa
20:00 The Tin Drum: sóley 
KEX Hostel
20:30 KexJazz: Sunna Gunnlaugs  

Tríó 

Wednesday November 4

Kaffibarinn
22:00 Margeir Ingólfsson Trio 

Thursday November 5

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Matti 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Shockmonkey 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Dagbjört 

Friday November 6

Café Rosenberg
22:00 Ljótu Hálfvitarnir 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Hrönn 

Saturday November 7

American Bar
21:00 Troubadour Biggi  / DJ Pétur 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Ljótu Hálfvitarnir 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Ragga 

Sunday November 8

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Alexander 
Harpa
20:00 The Barber of Seville 
Hresso
21:00 Jazz Jam Session 
Kaffibarinn
22:00 Rosi Plain DJ Set 

Monday November 9

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Ellert 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Guðjón Rúdolf Birthday Show  

Tuesday November 10

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Roland 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Svavar Knútur  

Gaukurinn
21:00 Karaoke Night 
KEX Hostel
20:30 KexJazz 

Wednesday November 11

Harpa
21:00 Múlinn Jazz Club with Sunna 

Gunnlaugs Trio 

Thursday November 12

American Bar
22:00 Troubadour Hreimur 
Café Rosenberg
22:00 Magnús R Einarsson Album 

Release Concert 
Frederiksen Ale House
21:00 DJ Ragga 
Gaukurinn
21:00 Open Jam Session 
Harpa
09:30 Iceland Symphony: Open 

Rehearsal 
19:30 Baiba plays Beethoven 
Mengi
21:00 Funi 

Illuminati All Over Yourself 
Abominor Album Release Concert

Do you like black metal and new and exciting albums? Then you’ll 
want to catch the album release concert for Abominor’s ‘Opus: 
Decay’, a head-jarringly heavy collection of songs guaranteed 
to make your day a lil’ more hellish (in the best way possible). 
Hauntingly ragged vocals, hefty guitar and bass lines, and rapid 
drumbeats come together to make a torrential music experience. 
You can’t stop yourself from falling into this formidable collection 
of chords, featuring extended songs “474” and “Opus Decay.” If 
you want music that makes you feel things, come crack the code 
to ‘Opus: Decay’… But maybe leave your Bible at home this time. 
RTC

Gaukurinn
Tryggvagata 22 (D3) |  20:00 | Admission: 1,000 ISK
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www.elding.is

Imagine Peace Tower tour
From 10th of October until 8th of December
Daily departure at 20:00
Different departures apply from 9th of December until 26th of March

 
 

Elding Whale Watching schedule – all year round

   * From 15 May to 15 September
** From 15 June to 31 July

       
      

    
       

   
     

    

Make sureit’s Elding!

ELDING 
WHALE WATCHING
from Reykjavik

Call us on +354 519 5000
or visit www.elding.is

Jan-Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov-Dec
EL-01 / EL-02 / EL-03

13:00 13:00

9:00 9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

17:00* 17:00 17:00 17:00 17:00*

10:00

14:00

10:00

14:00

10:00

14:00
13:00

20:30** 20:30

NORTHERN
LIGHTS CRUISE

www.elding.is

Reservations:
+354 519 5000

Daily departures from 01 September

There are some high-quality 
moments on 'Destrier'—the 
play with harmonics (and is 
that a Tartini tone I hear?) for 

the intro/outro; or from the 2:30 mark 
onward on “Dark Water,” for instance. The 
latter example highlights the technical 
skill on the part of the keyboardist (as well 
as in the vocals—Arnór Dan Arnarson 
has knack for falsetto), features a clever 
change in rhythm and a build-up to a full, 
wide sound that, if anything, is cut off too 
soon. It's the kind of post-hardcore, prog-
adjacent variation-via-bridge that suits 
Agent Fresco. 
 In its weakest moments, 'Destrier' 

flirts with a particularly egregious kind 
of musical melodrama. You know: 
the kind most often abused in gothic-
metal, that relies heavily on operatic, 
reverb-generated pathos and decidedly 
declarative compositional quality (a 
kind of hammering conflated with 
intensity)—along with weakly imagistic 
lyrical stylings as a means to not so much 
elicit as extort an emotional response. 
Thankfully, Agent Fresco are too smart to 
fall into this trap for the most part; they 
understand that while accessibility and 
emotional resonance are key, one doesn't 
always have to make it easy, or force it 
down our throats.

 'Destrier' perhaps suffers from 
problematic pacing. Its length isn't 
particularly extravagant, but some 
interesting ideas are dropped within a 
matter of seconds, while tamer, more 
expected compositions are given 
significantly more space. This, combined 
with such an oddly limited sound palette 
(for a band that seems at least in theory 
to want to flex their technical skill in the 
realm of maximalism), leads to a certain 
staleness as the album draws to a close. 
 The combined musical lineage of 
all the influences on this album's sound, 
and the precedent for experimentation 
in those scenes, may lead you to hope 
(as I did) for the album to go much 
further than it does. And though there is 
something to be said for a band that gives 
you just enough to leave you wanting 
more, 'Destrier' is far more a tease of the 
band's full potential (spoiler alert: they've 
got a lot) than a realisation. 

 - SAMUEL WRIGHT FAIRBANKS

Formed in 1978, Fræbbblarnir 
is considered one of Iceland’s 
first punk rock bands, 
paving the way for the great 

punk wave of the early 80s. There’s a 
memorable moment in ‘Rokk í Reykjavík’, 
director Friðrik Þór’s fabled document 
of the fledgling Reykjavík punk scene, 
where Fræbblarnir shock the whole 
nation by singing very graphically about 
the act of fucking in a song called “Í nótt” 

(“Tonight”—sample lyric: “Tonight, I’m 
going to fuck you tonight...”). Fræbblarnir 
called it quits in 1983, but reformed 
in 1996 when Bad Taste released a 
compilation of their early recordings to 
great acclaim—and nineteen years later, 
they’re still going strong. 
 Fræbblarnir’s newest LP is called ‘Í 
hnotskurn’ (“In a nutshell”) and is their 
ninth release (and fifth full-length). It 
includes twelve original songs, some in 

English and others in Icelandic. To the 
unacquainted, Valli’s voice is the first 
thing that stands out in Fræbblarnir’s 
sound. At first listen, he sounds like a mix 
of David Byrne and Joey Ramone, yet with 
his own intonations and accents (that to 
me often sounds like that of a mental 
patient’s—I mean this in the best possible 
way, as a huge compliment). 
 Through the essential girlie backing 
vocals of one Iðunn, the overall sound 
is rendered simultaneously softer—
and weirder. Fræbblarnir have always 
possessed strong songwriting skills, and 
this album bears the fact good witness, 
with catchy choruses and harsh guitars 
coming together in especially pleasant 
combinations. My favorite song is the 
wonderfully eccentric country-punk 
rocker “Bugging Leo,” which reminds 
me of one of my favorite Icelandic bands, 
Texas Jesús.

 - HEIÐA EIRÍKSDÓTTIR 

Æla was formed in a garage 
somewhere on the Reykjanes 
peninsula by four guys who 
wanted to sound like Purrkur 

Pillnikk (that legendary punk band fronted 
by Sugarcube Einar Örn). They quickly 
drew notice for their on-stage energy, 
winning over many an audience with their 
short, fun and surprising songs. They are 

one of those bands that has way too few 
releases to their name, considering their 
incredible live shows and how generally 
well-regarded they are. Their début full-
length, ‘Sýnið tillitssemi ég er frávik’ (“Be 
Considerate, I Am A Divergence”), was 
released in 2006—and it’s only just now 
that we’re getting a second helping of 
that wonderful Æla music on tape.

 On the new album, ‘Vettlingatök’ 
(“Handle with kid gloves”), the 
songwriting has grown more complex, 
while retaining the element of surprise 
and fun the band made its name on. 
The first album had fifteen songs, most 
of them around the two-minute mark, 
but the new one has twelve, with half of 
them over three minutes long. My current 
favourite is “Fyrir þig” (“For you”)—at four 
and a half minutes, it displays elements 
of krautrock mixed in with the band’s 
agressive, punky sound, never coming off 
too raw or unrefined. 
 It sounds like Æla granted 
themselves permission to let their songs 
fully realize this time around. Perhaps the 
songs on the first album were more like 
seeds, and now the Æla-plant has fully 
blossomed.

Album
Reviews

Agent Fresco

'Destrier' 

www.agentfresco.is

Mostly hints at what could 
have been, or for the optimists: 
at better things to come.   

Fræbbblarnir 

'Í hnotskurn' 

www.fraebbblarnir.com 

Crazier than ever!   

Æla

‘Vettlingatök’

www.nordicaffect.com

The Æla plant blossoms 



CHECK OUT THE NEW  

REYKJAVÍK CITY MUSEUM  
C OM P R I S I N G  5  TO P  MU S E UMS:

Árbær Open Air Musem

Viðey Island

Reykjavík Museum of 
Photography

Reykjavík Maritime Museum

www.reykjavikcitymuseum.is

The Settlement Exhibition

More information in the  
Museums & Galleries section.

Language  

Culture   History

Borgartún 1 • Tel. 551 7700  
info@thetincanfactory.eu • www.thetincanfactory.eu

Food and 
Fun!

Recommended on 

Open 11:30-22:00

saegreif inn. is

 101 Reykjavík   Tel. 553 1500    seabaron8@gmail.com

An absolute 
   must-try!

Saegreifinn restaurant (Sea Baron) is like none other 
in Iceland; a world famous lobster soup and a diverse 
fish selection.

Talking about 80s sci-fi flicks, we have 
just learned that cult director/composer 
John Carpenter has agreed to perform 
his music on stage for the first time ever 
at next summer’s All Tomorrow’s Par-
ties Iceland. The man has an incredible 
oeuvre, responsible for seminal sci-fi 
and horror masterworks like ‘Assault on 
Precinct 13’, ‘Halloween’, ‘Escape From 
New York’ and ‘They Live’. Aside from 
being enduring cult favourites, John Car-
penter’s films are also widely celebrated 
for their soundtracks, which are almost 
always scored by the director himself. 
His theme for ’Halloween’ is a classic 
touchstone in horror minimalism, while 
his brooding synth compositions for films 
like ‘Assault’, ‘Escape From NY’ and ‘Big 
Trouble In Little China’ firmly stand on 
their own, providing a rewarding listening 
when taken in without the visual accom-
paniments. Last year, John Carpenter re-
leased his first album of original music not 
intended for film, ‘Lost Themes’, which is 

every bit as creepy and intriguing as its 
more visual counterparts soundtracks. 
We definitely look forward seeing the old 
prince of darkness at ATP next summer. 
 Halldór Eldjárn, of electro pop group 
Sykur, has just announced on a solo proj-
ect under the name H.dór. His first offer-
ing “Desert” is a delightful electronic 
instrumental, pairing a bouncy lead mel-
ody with a jittery beat, with a robotic vo-
cal sample thrown in for good measure. 
Heed our advice: go seek out the tune on 
Soundcloud (or on Grapevine’s massive 
Airwaves compilation) and queue it on 
your iPod the next time you go for a walk. 
It is bound to make the Icelandic autumn 
infinitely more bearable. 
 Last but not least, Iceland Airwaves 
has just released the full festival sched-
ule, and it’s looking gooood, with phe-
nomenal international acts like Ariel 
Pink, Hot Chip, Mercury Rev and Fu-
ture Brown nicely complementing all 
the great local acts that are playing. You 

should secure your ticket now, as they are 
bound to sell out—and soon! 

Óli Dóri and Davíð Roach document 
the local music scene and help people 
discover new music at www.straum.
is. It is associated with the radio show 
Straumur on X977, which airs every 
Monday evening at 23:00.

One of our favourite Icelandic bands, Just Another Snake Cult, just released the best 
Icelandic music video of 2015 so far, in our humble opinion, for their song “You Live You 
Die.” The clip features head Snake Þórir Bogason dancing in front of a digitized galactic 
background, surrounded by flying meteors atop a Tron-like grid. Directed by Þórir himself, 
the whole thing is is a treat to take in, awash with VHS textures and vibrant colours, chan-
nelling a blend of 60s psychedelia and 80s sci-fi aesthetics. You should go watch this video 
right now—the joyfully creative, entirely unabashed nostalgia will leave you with a smile on 
your face for the rest of today.

Photo
Still from ‘Just Another Snake Cult’ music video ‘You Live You Die’

Words
Davíð Roach Gunnarsson & Óli Dóri

STRAUMUR

Sci-Fi Hits And 
Electronic Deserts

Straumur radio show airs 
Mondays on X977 at 23:00Straumur www.straum.is



Enjoy our wide variety of feature cocktails 
inspired by the spectacular view from SKÝ.

skylounge.is
Top floor CenterHotel Arnarhvoll - Ingólfsstræti 1 / 595 8545

When I was destroying this paper by 
dragging a shitty car through the Mis-
sissippi Delta, having fled New Or-
leans due to gun shots, the literal fuck-
ing smell of death, and overwhelming 
indignation—what does a bratty jour-
nalist do in the face of true suffering 
and abandonment, when it’s time to 

drop the pen and pick up a shovel?—
we turned to a search of the American 
bluesman scene. R.L. Burnside had 
just died, and I thought maybe we 
could talk to his peers. David “Honey-
boy” Edwards had just visited Iceland, 
so octogenarian bluesmen were on the 
mind. 

 Enter T Model Ford. James Lewis 
Carter Ford, then guesstimated to 
be 88, was famous with a booking 
agent, etc., but that didn’t stop him 
from showing up at Red’s juke joint in 
Clarksdale, Mississippi, where he was 
promised $200 cash and a pint of Jack 
Daniels. 

Blues Redeemed Me: 
GravelRoad And The 
Reykjavik Grapevine

The scores of shitty decisions I made during my fevered dream of a run as editor of this be-
loved magazine sometimes haunt me. On the bright side, I hired and trained the staff that 
would see this magazine into solid stewardship. On the down side, I fired a lot of good people, 
I consumed something called Smirnoff Ice on a spring night, and I once spent money we 
didn’t have to fly our exhausted asses to Orlando so that we could drive a PT Cruiser to New 
Orleans to cover Hurricane Katrina. Why would an Icelandic travel magazine cover Hurri-
cane Katrina, you ask? I don’t have a great answer. I wish I could blame a Montessori educa-
tion, but I was raised on public school discipline with a focus on fear over creativity. 

Photo Anna Domnick

Words Bart Cameron
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October 21 @ 21:00 Gaukurinn GravelRoad 

Learn Icelandic
at Mímir
Autumn Term
Spring Term

Summer Term
Level 1–5

www.mimir.is  -  Tel: 580 1800

Höfðabakki 9 Entrance to
Mímir-símenntun

Höfðabakki 9, 110 Reykjavík    
Bus line no. 6 from city centre and 

bus line no. 12 from Breiðholt

Öldugata 23, 101 Reykjavík

Vesturlandsvegur

EAST
CITY

CITY
CENTRE

Quality - Experience - Dedication



DINNER
6 COURSE MENU
STARTS WITH A “REFRESHING“ SHOT 
OF THE NATIONAL SNAPS BRENNIVÍN
FOLLOWED BY A BITE-SIZED TASTE OF PUFFIN 

OCEAN PERCH
Slow cooked ocean perch, beetroot purée, spicy 
butter, serrano ham, beetroot 

MINKE WHALE
Shallot vinaigrette, crispy Jerusalem artichokes 

SEA TROUT 
Yuzu mayo, truffle mayo, crispy quinoa, apple

PLAICE
Samphire, green asparagus, blood orange, lime beurre blanc 

RACK OF FREE RANGE ICELANDIC LAMB
Lamb fillet, leeks, pickled onions, browned celeriac, baked 
carrots, spinach and dill cream 

Dessert by pastry chef Axel Þ.
CHOCOLATE ROSE
Chocolate mousse, raspberry gel, Sacher layer

7.990 kr.

          Austurstræti 16          101 Reykjavík          apotek@apotekrestaurant.is          

ICELANDIC GOURMET MENU
Freshly caught seafood and free range lamb – with a modern twist

FROM 17:00

apotek.is

Amtmannsstíg 1 •  101 Reykjavík • +354 561 3303 • www.torfan.is

experience 
    classical cuisine

 For six hours, we talked. He told me 
about the time his dad beat his testicle 
off, for example, and he also explained 
how he held women’s breasts prop-
erly. He told me I had the devil in me, 
which was a surprising thing to hear 
from a man who had committed mur-
der and served time on a chain gang. 
We drank moonshine, and we listened 
to our new friend T Model perform 
his raucous electric guitar and drum 
blues to a crowd of three dozen blues 
aficionados. The music was fascinat-
ing—expressive to its core, exciting, 
full-throated. It is a night I will never 
forget, and having made countless bad 
decisions in life, I somehow came out 
of that night with a feeling of redemp-
tion through art. 

Fearless ‘Road

The Grapevine survived my bullshit 
better than I did. So it was years after 
my wanderings before I started to get 
my bearings. One night after a long 
day in an American office I shared 
with a collector of unicorn lamps and 
electric blankets, I met with the one 
DJ in America who was interested in 
my music. And he also loved T Model 
Ford. And he turned me on to the band 
GravelRoad.
 GravelRoad found Mr. T Model a 
little after I did, and they offered their 
services—this group of three earnest if 
exhausted blues fans helped T Model 
Ford put out his two best albums: 
‘Ladies Man’ and ‘Taledragger’. As 
a backup band, they put T Model up 
front, playing tastefully, with heart, in 
a way very few bands have with a blues 
singer.  They did that thing that great 
blues bands rarely do—they dropped 
their egos entirely to allow a (90-year-
old!) frontman to genuinely cut loose.
 This isn’t the last thing GravelRoad 
did, nor probably the best thing they 
did. American music critics love them 
for ‘Psychedelta’ and their almost 
punk-infused ‘El Scuerpo’. But when I 
got the T Model records, I played them 
relentlessly. I had the strange experi-

ence one night of explaining the im-
portance of GravelRoad to an extreme-
ly lubricated former office co-worker 
who was starting a record label.
 GravelRoad are now on a record la-
bel with me. Since they signed to the 
label I’m on, they’ve released three 
full-length, more and more psyche-
delic blues rock albums. They are fear-
less. They are one of the few bands 
with the intelligence to touch the third 
rail of classic rock without turning 
into cliché. 
 This October, GravelRoad will 
perform two shows in Reykjavík. If 
you’ve ever enjoyed the feeling of 
blues played through electric guitars, 
if that joy has been drained by overly 
rote performances by blues-by-num-
bers Stratocaster-bearing individuals, 
I can’t recommend them more highly. 
Their music stands on its own, and it is 
joyous and clean and redeeming. And 
of course they’ve also helped one of 
the great bluesmen in history, a man 
who once spent six hours with an 
editor who sent this magazine into a 
crazed nosedive from which it some-
how recovered. God bless those who 
helped T Model. 
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ART
OPENINGS

Oct 9 - Nov 12
How to use the listings: Venues 
are listed alphabetically by day. 
For complete listings and detailed 
information on venues visit listings.
grapevine.is. Send your listings to: 
listings@grapevine.is

Opening
Anarkía
‘Doorways’ by Kristín Tryggvadóttir
‘Doorways’ features a collection of 
monoprints by Kristín Tryggvadóttir. The 
exhibition is themed around opening and 
closing, the journey through life and the 
unexpected doorways that open and close.

Opens October 16
Runs until November 8

‘Landscape of the Mind’ by Sólrún 
Halldórsdóttir
Sólrún uses images to capture the 
realisation that there is no correct way of 
looking at things, only different angles, 
similar to landscapes. Seen from above, a 
landscape is very different than a ground-
up view. 

Opens October 17
Runs until November 8

ART67
Artist of the month: Brynja 
Árnadóttir

Brynja has been drawing all of her life, 
and this exhibit shows her pencil art. She 
focuses on drawing women in their many 
varied forms and roles, dreaming, flirting, 
and dancing the dance of life.

Opens November 7
Runs until November 30

Árbær Culture house
Cocktail
Unnur Þóra Skúladóttir spent her childhood 
drawing, and recently starting painting 
with oils and creating mosaics, which are 
exhibited at Árbær Culture House.

Opens October 2
Runs until January 29

Ásgrímur Jónsson Collection
‘Reflection’ by Ásgrimur Jónsson
The latest exhibition in the Ásgrímur 
Jónsson Collection exhibits his self-
portraits, reflecting both his growth as an 
artist as well as his perception of himself.

Opens October 11
Runs until November 30

Bíó Paradís
Svartir Sunnidagar
Every Sunday during the winter, Bíó Paradís 
is hosting a special screening at 20:00. The 
first show is 'Come and See' on October 11.
Dansverkstæði
Dans í dimmu 
Come and dance in the dark for an 
hour and a bit at Dansverkstæðið. Bring 
comfortable clothes.

October 13 at 19:00
Ekkisens
‘Eden/Vín’ by Kaktus 
Kaktus is coming to Ekkisens with tropical 
plants, waffles, parrots, and more. The 
idyllic life will be reflected in this weekend-
long exhibition. There is a special opening 
party on October 31 at 19:00.

Opens October 31
Runs until November 1

Gallerí Tukt
Elín Mist Exhibition
Elín hosts her first solo exhibition, in 
which she uses oil paintings to recreate 
her dreamscapes, and link her nighttime 
fears and hopes to the real world. There is 
a special opening party on October 17 at 
16:00.

Opens October 17
Runs until October 27

Kristín Dóra Ólafsdóttir Exhibition
Kristín shows a number of pieces, paintings, 
pictures, writings, and sculptures as part 
of the Young Art Festival. There is a special 
opening party on October 31 at 16:00.

Opens October 31
Runs until November 14

Gerðuberg Cultural Centre
‘A Visit to the Monsters’
A child-friendly exhibit that shows the daily 
lives of Little Monster and Big Monster. See 
how they live, where they sleep, and what 
they do to pass the time. There is a special 
opening party on October 24 at 14:00. On 
November 7 and 8 there will be a special 
crafts workshop for children.

Opens October 24 
Runs until April 24

Harpa
Reykjavík Comedy Festival
Gabriel Iglesias performs for the 2015 
Reykjavík Comedy Festival.

October 25 at 19:30
Hverfisgallerí
Sigurður Árni Sigurðsson Exhibition
Sigurður is showing his works at 
Hverfisgallerí. There's a special opening 
party on October 10 at 16:00.

Opens October 10
Runs until November 14

i8 Gallery
Arna Óttarsdóttir Exhibit
Arna will exhibit new works in textile in her 
first exhibition at i8.

Opens November 3
Runs until January 9

Icelandic Printmakers 
Association
‘Mapped landscape’ by Jens D. 
Nielsen
In collaboration with the Danish Embassy 
in Iceland, Grafík will be showing works by 
Danish artist Jens D. Nielsen.

Opens October 24
Runs until November 8

Loft Hostel
‘Once Upon a Human’
This project focuses on the human 
experience being similar to fiction and 
literature. This event centres around 
the human experience. What is another 
person’s life story? Are they on a hero’s 
journey? Have they ever slain a dragon?

October 29 at 17:00
Nordic House
‘Ice In Motion’ by Red Snow
‘Ice in Motion’ is an exhibit by Red Snow, 
a group of Nordic artists and scientists, 
that promotes dialogue and awareness 
of the effect climate change has on the 

The Future Is Now
'Back To The Future' trilogy screening

Bíó Paradís
Hverfisgata 54 (E5) |  18:00 | Admission: 3,000 ISK

Anyone who spends their time scrolling through social media when 
they should be working might get deja-vu right about now. The 
"today is the day that Marty McFly arrives when he travels to the 
future!" meme first appeared in 2010, when a photoshopped picture 
of his time-travelling DeLorean's dashboard tricked people on a viral 
scale. It happened again in 2012. But guess what! October 21st 2015 
is the ACTUAL date Marty McFly went to! This is not a drill! The 
future is finally here! So why not mourn 2015's lack of self-drying 
jackets, hoverboards and flying cars by gorging on the whole classic 
Back To The Future trilogy, shown back-to-back at Bíó Paradís? JR

Open:
Mondays-Saturdays 11:30-22:30
Sundays 16:00-22:00

Now offering 
catering service!
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Reykjavík Map Happy Hour Guide Places We Like Best Of Reykjavík Practical Info
Reykjavík October 8 - November 12 Keep it in your pocket

IN YOUR 
POCKET
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31
October

Madison Perfumery Reykjavik • Aðalstræti 9 • 101 Reykjavik
tel : +354 571 7800 • www.madison.is

Iceland’s fi rst n iche per f u mer y, 
offeri ng a world class selection of 
the fi nest ar tistic per f u mes and 

cosmetics i n dow ntow n R e y k j av i k

Welcome to our enchanting 
Beauty Room where we offer a 

range of treatements using only 
the finest skin care products

A journey 
through the 
visual world 
of Iceland

The Culture House
Hverfisgata 15 
101 Reykjavík

The exhibition, shop 
and café are open 
daily 10 - 17

Closed on Mondays 
16/9 – 30/4

Illuminated manuscripts, textiles, carvings, 
photographs, paintings and contemporary 
Icelandic art  www.culturehouse.is

The Culture House is part of the National Museum of Iceland 

Costume Party

The Only Halloween 
Party Worth It

Gaukurinn is hosting the annual Halloween 
Iceland party this year, and it is THE Halloween 
event to go to. DJ Mobus will be providing you 
with all the beats, tunes and drops to dance the 
night away in your heavy costume (not the best 
choice). Do note, this is a costume party, and 
you’ll need to be in one to even get admission. 
The award ceremony is held after midnight, 
and provided you’re not too fitshaced by then, 
you can dance all night long. And no, regular 
muggle clothes with a “Hi, my name is God” 
sticker doesn’t count as a costume. We think. 
AJdR

CRAVING
Download the FREE  

Grapevine Craving APP!

What should you eat in 
Reykjavík? Shake your phone, 

and we will recommend you 
something. 

Halloween Iceland
Gaukurinn, Tryggvagata 22 (D3) | 21:00 | 1,500 ISK

Five     Weeks
The Grapevine picks the events, places and things to check out in the next five weeks

16 
October

Concert

Cold Bands, Warm 
Hearts

Drop by this extra icy festival showcase featur-
ing live artists Stereo Hypnosis, Futuregra-
pher, Mike Hunt, and Murya alongside DJs 
Beatmakin Troopa and Árni Vector, all of 
who played at the Extreme Chill Festival ear-
lier this year. The combination of nippy beats, 
inventive sounds, and hypnotic overtones is 
sure to make for a memorable, shiver-inducing 
set. Come close your eyes and let this collection 
of dream-synth electronica lull you into the best 
sort of stupor. On top of bringing a warm jacket 
to the showcase, it’s recommended that you try 
not to get arrested this time. RTC 

Extreme Chill Festival Showcase
Húrra, Naustin (D3) | 20:00 | 1.000 ISK 

Open mic stand up comedy in English
Every Monday, a group of comedians get together 
and perform a free comedy set in English for expats 
and locals alike. Admission is always free.
Gaukurinn at 20:30

Every Monday

Elín Helena / Mercy Buckets
Punk-punk band Elín Helena are so punk that it 
needs to be said twice! They'll be ripping Bar 11 a 
new one, joined by hardcore rockers Mercy Buck-
ets. Admission is freeeee!
Bar 11 at 22:30

October 23

The Tin Drum: sóley
Enigmatic, dark, and hypnotic singer-songwriter 
sóley is performing as part of the Tin Drum concert 
series. Admission: 3,500 ISK.
Harpa at 20:00

November 3

10
October

Concert Series

Don’t Miss A Beat

Youth cultural centre Hitt Húsið has just re-
started their 4/4 concert series, which focuses 
on giving musicians aged 16-25 the chance to 
promote their music, as well as get experience 
performing in front of a live crowd. The first 
show features 17-year-old singer-songwriter 
Magnús Thorlacius; 24-year-old Columbian-
Icelandic Ivan Mendez, who performs acoustic 
indie-folk music with a band; 17-year-old Erna 
Mist; and 24-year-old Luke. Then on October 
17, there’s another show with indie kids Aragrúi 
and Stígur. Don’t miss this series; it’s very likely 
the future of Icelandic music. GB

4/4 Concert Series
Hitt Húsið (D4) | 21:00 | Free!

Imagine Peace In The Drug War
Snarrótin, an Icelandic civil rights organisation, is 
hosting a symposium on drug policy and human 
rights. Six international panelist will take to the 
podium, and the Minister of Health will be present.
Tjarnarbíó, 15:00-18:00 & 10:00-17:00

October 9-10
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Party Every Night  •  Cocktails 
Live Sports Coverage

Ribs - Burgers
Live Music Every Night 

Chicken Wings
50 different kinds of beer 

AUSTURSTRAETI 8  • REYKJAVIK

i c e l a n d i c  d e s i g n

          The biggest selection 
             of Icelandic design 
                in Reykjavík’s 
                  oldest house

Kraum - Aðalstræti 10 - 101 Reykjavík - kraum.is

D

Useful Numbers

Emergency number: 112
Medical help: 1770
Dental emergency: 575 0505
Information: 1818
Taxi: Hreyfill-Bæjarleiðir: 588 5522
   BSR: 561 0000

 Tax-Free Refund

Iceland Refund, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 564 6400

 Tourist Information

Arctic Adventures, Laugavegur 11,
tel: 562 7000
Tourist Info Centre, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 590 1550
Iceland Excursions – Grayline Iceland, 
Hafnarstræti 20, tel: 540 1300

The Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2, 
tel: 522 4979
Trip, Laugavegur 54, tel: 433 8747

 Pharmacies

Lyf og heilsa, Egilsgata 3, tel: 563 1020
Lyfja, Laugavegur 16, tel: 552 4045 and Lág-
múla 5, tel: 533 2300

 Coach Terminal

BSÍ, Vatnsmýrarvegur 10,
tel: 562 1011, www.bsi.is

 Domestic Airlines

Air Iceland, Reykjavíkurflugvöllur,
tel: 570 3030, www.flugfelag.is
Eagle Air, Hótel Loftleiðir, tel: 562 4200

 Public Transport

The only public transport available in Reykjavík 
is the bus. Most buses run every 20–30 minutes 
(the wait may be longer on weekends) and the 
price per fare is 350 ISK for adults and children. 
Multiple day passes are available for purchase at 
select locations. Complete route map available 
at: www.bus.is. Tel: 540 2700. Buses run from 
07:00–24:00 on weekdays and 10:00–24:00 on 
weekends. Main terminals are: Hlemmur and 
Lækjartorg.
Opening Hours

Bars and clubs: According to regulations, 
bars can stay open until 01:00 on weekdays and 
04:30 on weekends.

Shops: Mon–Fri 10:00–18:00, Sat 10:00–16:00, 
Sun closed. The shopping centres Kringlan and 
Smáralind as well as most supermarkets and 
tourist shops have longer opening hours. 
Swimming pools: Weekdays 06:30–22:00 and 
weekends 09:00–17:00, although each pool 
varies plus or minus a few hours.  
Banks in the centre are open Mon-Fri 09:00-
16:00.

 Post Offices 

Post offices are located around the city. The 
downtown post office is at Pósthússtræti 3–5, 
open Mon–Fri 09:00–18:00. Stamps are also 
sold at bookstores, gas stations, tourist shops 
and some grocery stores.
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Dirty Burger & Ribs

Founder of Michelin-awarded London restau-
rant Texture, Agnar ‘Aggi’ Sigurðsson, started 
this drive-thru burger shack in 2014, and has 
since opened another branch in downtown 
Reykjavík. Just as the name suggests, this 
joint specialises in burgers and ribs.

Miklabraut 101 / Austurstræti 10

.

Places We Like

.

5

 Hornið

Appropriately named “The Corner” from its 
position on the street, this Reykjavík institu-
tion is one of the oldest dining establish-
ments in the city. Opened in 1979, the family 
business has been serving fantastic Italian 
fare in a remarkably unique atmosphere. It 
is truly a stand-alone restaurant in town and 
hands down one of the best.

Hafnarstræti 15
3

Gamla Smiðjan

This welcome addition to Reykjavík’s pizza 
palette has been steadily winning over fans
since it opened for business, and with good 
reason. Gamla smiðjan seems to handle every 
single order with care, love and respect. As 
the dining area is sparse, locals usually opt 
for take-out.

Lækjargata 8

Sky Lounge & Bar

The lounge is located in a beautiful spot that 
overlooks all of downtown Reykjavík and pro-
vides a great setting to either host a celebra-
tion or introspectively appreciate the city.

Ingólfsstræti 1

8 English Pub

True to its name, the English Pub offers 
many different kinds of lager on tap and a 
whiff of that genuine UK feel. Try the famous 
“wheel of fortune” where one can win up 
to a metre of beer with a single spin while 
a steady team of troubadours engage the 
crowd in classic sing-alongs every night.

Austurstræti 12

9Reykjavík Roasters

Reykjavík Roasters make the best coffee you 
will drink in Reykjavík, and won "best-coffee-
to-go" in our latest Best of Reykjavík issue.
They take that stuff super seriously, roasting 
their beans on-site and employing folks who 
know just how to churn out a good cup of 
whatever type coffee it is you thirst for.

Kárastígur 1

76

1

8

5

6

3

A small, stylish drinking hole popular with 
the after-work business crowd, this is a great 
place to feel a little classier and drink with 
dignity. The beer selection is top-notch, and 
the handcrafted interior tips the scales of 
upscale rustic charm. You can be certain that 
conversation will rule, not loud music.

Óðinstorg, Þórsgata 1
This Reykjavík dining establishment has 
quickly become a popular spot for folks with 
a fine palate and a modest budget, offering 
a small menu drawn from local produce and 
a carefully selected wine list. It’s also a cool 
hangout for artists and musicians, and we’ve 
selected it as our “Best Goddamn Restaurant” 
every year since 2012. Make sure to get there 
early—they take reservations until 18:30, but 
after that it's a free-for-all!

Snaps

Laugavegur 20b
Kaldi Bar

7

Ban Thai

Although some claim service at Ban Thai can 
be lacking at times, most have no com-
plaints about the food (indeed, we dubbed 
it Reykjavík’s “best Thai restaurant” in our 
annual BEST OF issue this year). One of the 
few Thai restaurants in Iceland, Ban Thai 
gives the diner a unique experience in both 
atmosphere and cuisine.

4
Laugavegur 130
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Venue Finder
Music & Entertainment

Museums & Galleries

6 7 8 9

Austur
Austurstræti 7 | D3

B5
Bankastræti 5 | E4  
Bar 11
Hverfisgata 18 | E5  
Bar Ananas
Klappastígur 28 | E5  
Bíó Paradís 
Hverfisgata 54 | E5  
Bjarni Fel 
Austurstræti 20 | E4

Bravó
Laugavegur 22 | E5  
Boston
Laugavegur 28b | E5

Bunk
Laugavegur 28 | E5

Café Rósenberg
Klapparstígur 25 | E5

Coocoo's Nest
Grandagarður 23 | B2 

Den Danske Kro
Ingólfsstræti 3 | E4  
Dillon
Laugavegur 30 | E5 

Dubliner 
Naustin 1-3 | D3  
Dúfnhólar 10
Hafnarstræti 18 | D3  
English Pub
Austurstræti 12 | D3

Frederiksen Ale House
Hafnarstræti 5 | D3 

Gaukurinn 
Tryggvagata 22 | D3

Hressó
Austurstræti 20 | D3

Húrra
Naustin | D3  
Kex Hostel
Skúlagata 28 | E7  
Kaffibarinn
Bergstaðastræti 1 | E4  
Kaldi Bar
Laugavegur 20b | E5  
Kiki Queer Bar
Laugavegur 22 | E5  
Lavabarinn
Lækjargata 6 | E4  
Loft Hostel
Bankastræti 7 | E4

Paloma
Naustin | D3  
Prikið
Bankastræti 12 | E4

Reykjavík Roasters
Kárastígur 1 | F5

Stofan Café
Vesturgata 3 | D3

Ölsmiðjan 
Lækjargata 10 | E3

Ölstofan
Vegamótastígur 4 | E5

ART67
Laugavegur 67  |  F7
Mon-Fri 12-18 / Sat
12-16  
Ásgrimur Jónsson 
Museum
Bergstaðastræti 74 | G4
Mon-Fri through Sep 1  
Better Weather Win-
dow Gallery
Laugavegur 41 | E6
www.windandweather.is  
The Einar Jónsson  
Museum
Eiriksgata  |  G5
Tue–Sun 14–17
www.skulptur.is   
Ekkisens
Bergstaðastræti 25b F4  
Gallerí List
Skipholt 50A  |  H10
M-F 11-18, Sat 11-16 
http://www.gallerilist.is/  
Hafnarborg
Strandgata 34, Haf-
narfjörður
www.hafnarborg.is  
Hannesarholt 
Grundarstígur 10  |  F4
www.hannesarholt.is  
Hitt Húsið 
Gallery Tukt
Pósthússtræti 3-5  |  D4
www.hitthusid.is  
Hverfisgallerí 
Hverfisgata 4 | D4
www.hverfisgalleri.is  
i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16  |  D3
Tue–Fri 11–17 / Sat 
13–17 and by appoint-
ment. www.i8.is  
The Icelandic Phal-
lological Museum
Laugavegur 116  |  F8
www.phallus.is  
Kirsuberjatréð
Vesturgata 4 |  D3
www.kirs.is  
Mengi
Óðinsgata 2  |  F5
www.mengi.net  
Mokka Kaffi
Skólavörðustígur 3A | E5
www.mokka.is  
The National Gallery 
of Iceland
Fríkirkjuvegur 7  |  F3
Tue–Sun 11–17
www.listasafn.is  
The National Museum
Suðurgata 41  |  G2
Open daily 10–17
www.natmus.is  
The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5  |  H2
Tue–Sun 12–17
www.nordice.is  
Reykjavík Art Gallery
Skúlagata 30  |  E7
Tue-Sun 14–18

Reykjavík Art
Museum - 
Hafnarhús 
Tryggvagata 17  |  D3
Open 10-17
Thursday 10-20
Kjarvalsstaðir
Flókagata 24  |  H8
Open 10-17
Ásmundarsafn
Sigtún
Open 10-17
www.listasafnreykja-
vikur.is  
Reykjavík City Library
Tryggvagata 15  |  D3
www.borgarbokasafn.is  
Reykjavík City 
Museum -
Árbæjarsafn
Kistuhylur 4 
Daily tours at 13
The Settlement Exhibi-
tion
Aðalstræti 17  |  D3
Open daily 9–20
Reykjavík Maritime 
Museum
Grandagarður 8  |  B2
Open daily 10-17
Reykjavík Museum of 
Photography
Tryggvagata 15  |  D3
Mon-Thur 12–19 / Fri 12-
18 / Sat–Sun 13–17 
Viðey Island
Ferry from Skarfabakki 
Harbour, Sat-Sun only
www.videy.com  
Saga Museum
Grandagarður 2  |  B2
www.sagamuseum.is  
Sigurjón Ólafsson 
Museum
Laugarnestangi 70
www.lso.is  
SÍM
Hafnarstræti 16 | D3
Mon-Fri 10-16
www.sim.is  
Sólon Bistro
Bankastræti 7a | E4
Mon-Thu 11-23:30
Fri-Sat 11-01
Sun 11-23  
Spark Design Space
Klapparstígur 33 | E5
M-Fri 12-18, Sat 12-16
www.sparkdesign-
space.com  
Tveir Hrafnar 
Baldursgata 12  |  G4
Thu-Fri 12-17, Sat 13-16
www.tveirhrafnar.is  
Wind & Weather 
Gallery
Hverfisgata 37 | E5
www.windandweather.is

New In Town

E

Skugga Bar

This new hotel bar has cool ambiance, and 
thanks to its plentiful windows and not-too-
loud music, the lounge has an open vibe to 
it. The black and modish interior also sports 
comfy couches, clean tables, and cool glass 
ball lights hanging from the ceiling. While 
maybe not the best place to knock back as 
many drinks as you can before a wild night 
out, Skugga Bar offers fresh, frosty beer in 
frozen tankard glasses.

Hverfisgata 103

13

G

Nordic House
Sturlugata 5 
101 Reykjavik
+354 551 0200
www.aalto.is

NORDIC 
COOL
 at it’s best

 Public Phones

There aren’t many public payphones in the 
city centre. The tourist information centre 
at Aðalstræti 2, City Hall, Kolaportið, 
entrance at Landsbankinn and in Lækjar-
gata. Prepaid international phone cards 
are recommended for int’l callers.

 Internet Access

Most cafés offer free wireless internet 
access. Computers with internet connec-
tions are available to use at:
Ráðhúskaffi City Hall, Tjarnargata 11
Ground Zero, Frakkastígur 8, near 
Laugavegur 45, 
The Reykjavík City Library, Tryggvagata 15

The National and University Library, 
Arngrímsgata 3
Tourist Information Centre, Aðalstræti 2
Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2
Reykjavík Backpackers, Laugavegur 28

 Swimming Pools 

There are several swimming pools in 
Reykjavík. The one in 101 Reykjavík, 
Sundhöll Reykjavíkur, is an indoor one, 
located at Barónsstígur. It features a 
nice sunbathing area and some outdoor 
hot tubs. Opening hours: Mon-Thu from 
06:30–22:00, Fri from 06:30–20:00, 
Sat from 08:00–16:00 and Sun from 
10:00–18:00. 

 Public Toilets

Public toilets in the centre can be found 
inside the green-poster covered tow-
ers located, for example, at Hlemmur, 
Ingólfstortorg, by Hallgrímskirkja, by 
Reykjavík Art Museum, Lækjargata and by 
Eymundsson on Skólavörðustígur. Toilets 
can also be found inside the Reykjavík 
City Hall and the Reykjavík Library.

F

Kaffivagninn
Grandagarði 10  |  101 Reykjavík
+354 551 5932
www.kaffivagninn.is
kaffivagninn@kaffivagninn.is

Open weekdays 07:30 – 18:00
Open weekends 09:30 – 18:00

OLDEST RESTAURANT IN ICELAND

Situated 
by the old
Reykjavík 
harbour

1935 - 2015
Celebrating
80 years

FACEBOOK!
DON’T LOVE US ON 

!
LIKE US IN  

LIFE
www.thelaundrom

atcafe.com

PLEASE

H

I J
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Lucky Records

All freshly set up in their brand new, huge 
location just next to Hlemmur, this is hands-
down the finest record store in town. Crate-
diggers will marvel and fawn over their 
selection while the lay music listener can 
easily pop in to pick up the latest from their 
favourites. Live music and DJs are regularly 
scheduled for live entertainment.

Rauðarástígur 10

12Gangleri Outfitters

The power duo Vaidas & Óskar started out as 
party buddies until they discovered their joint 
passion toward outdoor living. This passion 
grew to become Gangleri Outfitters, the 
outdoor equipment and rental shop in the city 
centre, which opened its doors with a bang 
on June 17. They rent out and sell everything 
that an unequipped traveller might need in 
Iceland.

Hverfisgata 82
11

Handknitting Association
Skólavörðustígur 19

10

The Hand-knitting Association of Iceland’s 
official store, Handprjónasambandið, sells
wool products of uncompromising quality. 
The store features pullover sweaters, 
cardigans and other wool accessories.

Shopping

13

11

4

7



A Guide 
That 
Fucks 
You Up

American Bar
Friday and Saturday from 16:00 to 
19:00.  
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 750 ISK.

Austur
Thursday to Saturday from 20:00 to 
00:00.  
Beer 800 ISK, Wine 800 ISK. 
B5
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 550 ISK, Cider 
700 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Bar 7
Every day from 16:00 to 21:00. 
Beer 350 ISK, Shot 350 ISK.

Bar 11
Friday to Saturday from 21:00 to 01:00. 
Beer 500 ISK.

Bar Ananas
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Cocktails 1,650 ISK.

Barber Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 700 ISK, selected 
cocktails 1,150 ISK.

Bíó Paradís
Every day from 17:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 500 ISK.

Bjarni Fel
Monday to Friday from 21:00 to 23:00. 
2-for-1 Beer 1,090 ISK, single with 
mixer 1,500 ISK.

Boston
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.  
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 650 ISK.

Bravó
Every day from 17:00 to 21:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 750 ISK. 

Brooklyn Bistro & Bar
Every day from 15:00 to 18:00.  
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Bunk Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.  
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 750 ISK.

Café Haiti
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 800 ISK.

Den Danske Kro
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 2-for-1 
Beer 1,000 ISK and Wine 1,200 ISK.

Dillon
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 550 ISK, Wine 700 ISK, Whiskey 
550 ISK.  
Dubliner
Every day from 12:00 to 22:00
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 600 ISK  
Dúfnhólar 10
Every day from 17:00 to 22:00. 
Beer 490 ISK, Wine for 700 ISK.  
Einar Ben 
Every day from 17:30 to 20:00. 
Beer 700 ISK, Wine 800 ISK.

English Pub
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 750 ISK.

Frederiksen Ale House
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 2-for-1 
Beer 900 ISK and Wine 1,100 ISK.

Forréttabarinn
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 650 ISK.

Gaukurinn
Sun-Thu from 19:00 to 22:00. Fri-Sat 
from 21:00 to 22:00. Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK, Shots 500 ISK.

Glaumbar
Thursday to Saturday from 20:00 to 
00:00. Beer 500 ISK, Shot 390 ISK.

Hótel 1919
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 575 ISK, selected 
cocktails 1,090 ISK.

Hótel Holt Gallery Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 750 ISK, selected 
cocktails 1,200 ISK.

Hótel Natura
Every day from 16:00 to 18:00. 50% off 
all drinks. Beer 550 ISK, Wine 1,000 
ISK, selected cocktails 1,600 ISK.

Hótel Plaza Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 900 ISK.

Hraðlestin
Every day from 16:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 590 ISK, Wine 590 ISK.

Húrra
Every day from 18:00 to 21:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Íslenski Barinn 
Everyday from 16:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 700 ISK, Wine 700 ISK, selected 
cocktails 1,000 ISK.

Iða Zimsen
Every day from 17:00 to 22:00. 
Beer 450 ISK.

Ísafold Bistro 
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 900 ISK.

Kaffibarinn
Every day from 15:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 650 ISK.  
Kaldi Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 650 ISK.

Kiki Queer Bar
Thursday from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Shots 500 ISK.

Kitchen & Wine Bar
Thursday from 16:00 to 18:30. 
Beer 750 ISK, Wine 900 ISK, selected 
cocktails 1,500 ISK.

Klaustur Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 800 ISK, Wine 800 ISK.

Konsúll Café
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 900 ISK.

Lebowski Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 2-for-1 
Beer 1,100 ISK and Wine 1,100 ISK. 

Loft Hostel Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.  
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

MarBar
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Matur og Drykkur
Thursday to Sunday, 21:00-22:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 500 ISK.

Micro Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 700 ISK.

Nora Magasin
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 600 ISK.

Public House
Every day from 14:00 to 19:00.  
Beer 495 ISK, Wine 695 ISK.

Prikið
Monday to Friday from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 500 ISK.

Rio Sportbar 
Every day from 12:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 750 ISK, Wine 800 ISK.

SKY Bar & Lounge  
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 900 ISK.

Skuggi Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 2-for-1 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.
 

Skúli Craft Bar
Every day from 14:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 700 ISK, Wine 1,000 ISK.

Slippbarinn
Every day from 15:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 600 ISK, selected 
cocktails 1,000 ISK.

Sólon Bistro
Every day from 15:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Sushisamba 
Every day from 17:00 to 18:30. 
Beer 645 ISK, Wine 745 ISK.

Petersen Svítan
Wed-Sat from 17:00 to 20:00.
Beer 800 ISK, Wine 900 ISK.

Tíu Dropar
Every day from 18:00 to 21:00. 2-for-1 
Beer 1,000 ISK and Wine 1,000 ISK.

Tacobarinn
Mon-Sat from 16:00 to 18:00.
Fri-Sat from 22:30 to 23:30.
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.  
Uno
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 545 ISK, Wine 600 ISK.  
Uppsalir
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. 2-for-1 
Beer 950 ISK and Wine 1,200 ISK.  
Vínsmakkarinn
Monday to Sunday from 17:00 to 20:00.
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.

Ölstofan
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 490 ISK, Wine 890 ISK, gin & 
tonic 990 ISK.

Download the  
FREE Grapevine 
Appy Hour app!
Every happy hour in 
town in your pocket. 
Available in the App 
Store and on the 
Android Market.

All you need
 in one place

 www.handknit.is

ONLY 
SWEATER 
SELECTION,
NO KNITING 
MATERIAL

Every year around the beginning of July, we make a BEST OF REYKJAVÍK ISSUE celebrating 
some of what makes Reykjavík-life worthwhile, posting some good entries into a hopefully never-
ending discussion. The following are some nice tips we pulled from BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2015 

which you can read in full at www.grapevine.is.

This tremendous taco joint is usually 
found by Irish pub The Dubliner. It’s 
a strange fit but we won’t argue with 
the results. It’s not really a real truck, 
more like a wagon but the Mexican 
tacos are plenty real and come courtesy 
of Adrian, a native of Mexico City. The 
atmosphere is relaxed, as indicated by 
the name (an exclamation of surprise 
which translates roughly as “No fucking 
way”). The nachos are authentic fried 
corn tortillas, served with classic red 
and green salsa as well as less orthodox 
choices like kiwi salsa. All homemade 
and with a serious chili kick. They have 
classic beef and chicken tacos with all the 
fixins and they even serve Clamato, the 
combination of clam broth and tomato 
juice which Canadians, Mexicans, and 
the US Hispanic community love with a 
passion. Let’s add Iceland to that list just 
to mess with people.

Best Boutique
Aurum 

best of r ey k jav ík

Naustin, by Dubliners Bankastræti 4

This is one of those little shops that 
just draws you in from the outside. 
With one side of its vitrine dedicated 
to gorgeous designer jewellery and the 
other carefully decorated with an array 
of design products, accessories and toys, 
it’s simply irresistible. Inside they boast 
a great array of high-quality local design 
products, alongside French perfumes, 
cool Scandinavian bags, and a variety 
of products for the household. You can 
always expect to get something really 
nice there, whether you’re treating 
yourself or someone you love.

Best Food Truck
Taquería No Mames

Best Place To Read A Book
Stofan

We’ll be honest, this wasn’t such an easy 
one. There was pretty tough competition 
between this beautiful, warm and 
comfortable café in downtown Reykjavík 
and the Reykjavík City Library, a mere 
block away. The library is of course a 
building full of books built with almost 
the exclusive purpose of faciliating 
reading, but Stofan has a certain je-ne-
sais-quoi that is so inviting to bringing 
your own book and sitting there for 
hours. “The downstairs level is especially 
nice to read in,” said one person. “It’s 
spacious and cavernous but gets lots 
of light and you can just sink into the 
vintage couches.” Plus, with a great menu 
of coffees, cakes and light meals, there’s 
no need to relocate when your reading 
energy starts to fade. We’ll be doing our 
reading down there, thank you.

Vesturgata 3

Dining and 
Grubbing

Activities and
Funtimes

Shopping and
Commerce

A list of every 
Happy Hour in  
101 Reykjavík



The country’s largest 
museum of cultural history 
featuring a permanent exhibition on Iceland’s 
history from settlement to present day as well 
as temporary exhibitions e.g. on photography. 

the national 
museum of 
iceland

open
Winter (16. September-30.April) 
Tuesday-Sunday 11-5 
Summer (1. May-15.September) 
Daily 10-5 

www.thjodminjasafn.is | Suðurgata 41 | 101 Reykjavík

Experience 
Icelandic Art 
and Design

Gerðarsafn -  
Kópavogur Art Museum 
Hamraborg 4, Kópavogur
Open 11–17 / Closed on Mondays
www.gerdarsafn.is

Hönnunarsafn Íslands 
/ Museum of Design 
and Applied Art
Garðatorg 1, Garðabær
Open 12–17 / Closed on Mondays
www.honnunarsafn.is

Hafnarborg 
/ The Hafnarfjordur Centre 
of Culture and Fine Art
Strandgata 34, Hafnarfjörður
Open 12–17 / Thursdays 12–21
Closed on Tuesdays
www.hafnarborg.is

Route 40 takes you to

on your way to the Blue Lagoon

KEEPERS   
Icelandic design highlights, 
from the Collection

The World Without Us
August 28th – October 25th
Exhibition of works that address 
ideas about the universe 
by eight icelandic artists from 
different generations.

Sculpture/Sculpture:
October 17th - January 23rd
Baldur Geir & Habby Osk

Route 40

15
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environment, specifically glaciers and the 
arctic icefields.

Opens October 15
Runs until November 22

‘Travelling Sun’ by Christine Istad & 
Lisa Pacini 
SUN, an installation featuring a large 
glowing globe, has been travelling from 
Norway to Iceland, a westward movement 
mirroring the sun’s journey. It finishes its 
journey at Nordic House, where it will be on 
display. There is a special opening party on 
October 16 at 16:00.

Opens October 16
Runs until November 16

Reykjavík Art Museum - 
Ásmundarsafn
‘Yearning For Space’ 
‘Yearning for Space’ presents dreams of the 
future from the 1950s and 1960s, during 
the age of space exploration. It addresses 
the dialogue between visions of the future 
and spatial and formal perception, and the 
genre blend between science fiction and 
modernist art.

Opens October 17
Runs until February 7

Reykjavík Art Museum - 
Hafnarhús
The Making of Erró
This exhibitions explores Erró’s early days 
as an artist, showing his experiments 
with self-expression, and his move from 
impressionist art to collages.

Opens October 31
Runs until October 9, 2016

Rekjavík City Hostel
Shnit International Shortfilmfestival 
This festival is held in cities on five 
continents and brings together filmmakers 
and film lovers to enjoy cinema.

October 10 at 19:00
Reykjavík Maritime Museum
‘If I was…’ by Nina Zurier
Nina Zurier has collected photographs 
from the Reykjavík Museum of 
Photography archives to reconstruct old 
memories, and construct new ones. There’s 
a special opening party on October 16 at 
17:00.

Opens October 16
Runs until January

Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum
Female Idols
To mark the centennial of women in Iceland 
winning the right to vote, Sigurjón Ólafsson 
Museum has created an exhibition of 
classical portrait sculptures of women.

Opens October 17
Runs until May 31

Spöngin
‘RUMSK Textile and glass works’ 
by Ólöf Einarsdóttir & Sigrún 
Einarsdóttir 
This exhibit features textile and glass works 
inspired by Icelandic landscapes and the 
pressures of internal and external forces. 
There is a special opening ceremony on 
October 15 at 15:00.

Opens October 15
Runs until January 9

Tjarnarbíó
Arty Hour #14
This open event sees artists working in 
Tjarnarbíó present their work.

October 19 at 20:00
‘Lífið’
This children's theatre piece is the winner 
of two Gríma prizes.

October 18 and November 1 at 

13:00
‘Petra’
This theatre piece is based on Steina-
Petra—the famous stone collector from 
East-Iceland—and her relationship with her 
grandson, who directs the piece.

Runs October 17 at 20:30 & 
October 30 at 19:00

‘Uppsprettan’
This piece is in the style of rapid theatre, 
where a piece gets directed, rehearsed and 
performed in the space of three hours.

October 20 at 19:30
Tveir Hrafnar Gallery 
Húbert Nói Exhibit
Húbert Nói opens an exhibition of his 
private collection in Tveir Hrafnar. 

Opens October 23
Runs until November 21

Ongoing
Anarkía
‘Rótarskot’ by Hrönn Björnsdóttir
‘Rótarskot’ (“Root Shot”) features 
monoprints, and is inspired by man’s 
working life and roots. Roots are symbols 
of stability, security and hope, while the 
medium of monoprints provides numerous 
challenges, in that an artist must deal with 
the unexpected outcome without being 
able to interfere.

Runs until October 11
‘Ár í listheimum’ by Unnur 
Óttarsdóttir & Rán Jónsdóttir
Unnur and Rán are showing three (or four) 
conceptual works in their latest exhibition 
in Anarkía. Their art highlights the many 
layers of identity and representation in 21st 
century art production, and specifically in 
contemporary Iceland.

Runs until October 11
Arion Banki
Georg Guðni Exhibition
This opening of an exhibition of Georg 
Guðni’s work will preceded by a lecture by 
Einar Garibaldi Eiríksson on the importance 
of Guðni’s work. After this, selected works 
(1985-2009) will be shown, some of which 
have never been shown in Iceland before.

Runs until December 11
ART67
Exhibit: Hafdís and Haukur 
Harðarbörn 
Art67’s guest artists for the month of 
October are siblings Hafdís and Haukur. 
Haukur works with acrylics, landscape 
and abstract forms; Hafdís’s pieces are 
illustrations of flora, nature, and the 
Icelandic alphabet.

Runs until October 30
Árbær Open Air Museum
‘Between the lines – How stay-
at-home women earned a living 
1900-1970’ 
This exhibition looks at how women were 
able to generate revenue with odd jobs in 
the twentieth century when many of them 
stayed at home.

Runs until January 31
Better Weather Window Gallery
STOCK 
STOCK combines different cultural and 
artistic elements from Icelandic, French, 
and Malagasy cultures to create an unique 
composition. This work by Dadid Subhi 
speaks volumes about Icelandic culture, 
international relations and the tourism 
boom.

Runs until October 29

The Einar Jónsson Museum 
The museum contains close to 300 
artworks including a beautiful garden with 
26 bronze casts of the artist’s sculptures.

On permanent view
Ekkisens
‘Edible inedibles’ by Pengruiqio
Food in the Western world has become 
less a matter of survival and more of 
an emotional experience, a relationship 
that we are not always keenly aware 
of. Pengruiqio uses her paintings to 
demonstrate this artistic nature of food; 
the expressive qualities that we often take 
for granted. The artistry she applies to her 
paintings, she also applies to her cooking, 
and it is this relationship that the exhibit 
highlights.

Runs until October 11
‘Occupation II’ by various artists
‘Occupation II’ is a pop-up gallery of works 
by various artists, curated by Ekkisens Art 
Space. This second edition takes place in a 
two story, 100-year-old residential property 
at Bergstaðastæti 25.

Runs until Evicted!
Gallerí Fold
‘Að Austan’ by Hrafnhildur Inga
Oil paintings by Hrafnildur Inga are 
displayed at Gallerí Loft. Hrafnildur 
demonstrates remarkable skill in producing 
lifelike scenes of storms, seas and 
landscapes.

Runs until October 18
Gallerí Skilti
‘Al Dente’ by Tuomas A. Laitinen
This multimedia exhibition combines light, 
sound, and video, and is inspired by the 
artist’s time in China; in particular, by his 
findings in “hutong” (narrow paths or 
valleys) in Beijing. The exhibit explores the 
constant overlapping of new and old in 
China, and the distorted and often absurd 
messages on signs outside food vendors in 
the area thanks to Google Translate.

Runs until December 15
Gerðuberg Cultural Centre
‘The wishes of Icelandic children’ by 
Ásta Kristjánsdóttir
A series of photographs illustrate the 
desires of children who suffered through 
abuse in their childhood. Ásta provided the 
photographs, based on texts provided by 
the UN. 

Runs until January 10
‘Úr Ýmsum Áttum’ by Erna 
Johannesdóttir 
‘Úr ýmsum áttum’ ("from various 
directions") is an exhibit of oil paintings. 
This is Erna's first solo exhibit.

Runs until January 10
Grófin Culture House � 
‘Þetta Er Viggo Að Kenna!’ by Ingi 
Jensson
This exhibit showcases works by famous 
comic artist Ingi Jensson.

Runs until 31 October
Hafnarborg
‘The World Without Us’
The exhibit showcases works by various 
artists—Björg Þorsteinsdóttir, Brynhildur 
Þorgeirsdóttir, Finnur Jónsson, Gerður 
Helgadóttir, Marta María Jónsdóttir, Ragnar 
Már Nikulásson, Steina, and Vilhjálmur 
Þorberg Bergsson—as they riff on the idea 
of The Universe: its various dimensions, 
things seen and unseen, known and 
unknown. Works range from the abstract 
to the personal, through various media and 
highly different approaches by creators 
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HISTORIC EXHIBITION              RESTAURANT •  SHOP •  ACTIVITIES

The Saga Museum brings the Viking age to life. There you’ll walk 
among some of Iceland’s most famous heroes and infamous villains 
portrayed in their defining moments; the Viking settlement in 874, 
Leif the Lucky’s discovery of America, the founding of the world’s 
first parliament and the epic clan feuds that marked the settlement. 
This is as close as you’ll ever get to meeting Vikings in the flesh. 

Saga Museum •  Grandagarður 2 •  101 Reykjavík

Tel.: (+354) 511 1517 •  Open: Daily from 10 to 18

www.sagamuseum.is

Try on the clothes and 
weapons of the Viking 

age. Great fun and a 
great photo opportunity.

The shop has a wide 
selection of traditional 

Viking handiwork, 
souvenirs and clothing.

ART
ONGOING

from multiple generations of artistic 
methods and points of view. 

Runs until October 25
Harbinger
‘Venslakerfi’ by Eygló Harðardóttir
An exhibition of Eygló’s multidimensional 
art, layered paintings and sculptures, 
which question the human experience and 
emphasise the possible rather than the 
concrete.

Runs until October 31
Harpa
‘The Iceland Expo Pavilion’
Fifteen-minute films produced by Sagafilm 
will be projected on the walls and ceiling 
of the Expo Pavilion from 10:00 to 18:00. 
Visitors can then be immersed in these 
films, which feature scenes of Icelandic 
nature.

Runs until December 31
Hornið
‘Take Two’ by Jóhann Vilhjálmsson
Part artist, part musician, and part chef, 
Jóhann is a true jack-of-all-trades. His 
mediums are pastels and ink, and he 
gravitates towards bold, bright colours. His 
subjects range from people, to landscapes, 
scenes and more, but all have a surrealist 
quality in common.

On permanent view
i8 Gallery
‘Works from 1971 – 1989’ by 
Kristján Guðmundsson
i8 presents early works by visual artist 
Kristján Guðmundsson. Kristján works with 
two and three dimensional forms made 
with graphite, and their relationship with 
time, and space—to question and expand 

the limits of illustration into the realm of 
sculpture. 

Runs until October 25
The Icelandic Phallological 
Museum 
The museum contains a collection of 
more than 215 penises and penile parts 
belonging to almost all the land and sea 
mammals that can be found in Iceland. 
There’s also a penis sculpture honouring 
the Icelandic men's handball team.

On permanent view
Icelandic Printmakers 
Association
‘Before Iceland: Multiple Plate 
Drypoint Monotypes’ by Lorraine 
Tady
Utilising the printmaking technique of 
chine-collé on copper plates, Lorraine 
Tady’s 35 prints are a mixture of 
architectural mapping and divisions of 
space.

Runs until October 18
Kópavogur Art Museum 
Gerðarsafn
‘New Release’ by various artists
‘New Release’ is an exhibition of answers 
to the question “Where does music 
come from?” provided by a multitude of 
international and Icelandic artists, and 
curated by Nadim Samman.

Runs until October 11
Kringlan City Library � 
‘Dear Guðrún’
To celebrate Guðrún Helgadóttir’s 80th 
birthday, the city library will host an exhibit 
of her books, complete with illustrations 
and art inspired by them.

Runs until November 30
'Ráðherraspilið’ by Hallgrímur 
Helgason
In honour of the centennial anniversary of 
women's suffrage, Hallgrímur Helgason 
has created a game of ministers, where 
players roll dice to form a government. 
Whoever wins the women's majority vote 
wins. Hallgrímur's work emphasises the 
precarious relation between women and 
power.

Runs until October 25
Living Art Museum
‘Art / Work’ by Emil Magnúsarson 
Borhammar
On a daily basis, Emil finds himself reflecting 
on his position in society’s hierarchies, and 
the world in which he finds himself. He then 
transforms these reflections into his artwork, 
using a variety of materials, mostly text and 
film. 

Runs until November 15
Mokka-Kaffi
‘MIXED BAG’, by Höskuldur Harri 
Gylfasob 
Höskuldur is exhibiting new works at 
Mokka-Kafi, featuring blends of colour and 
imagery, hybrid art created with a mixture of 
coloured inks, coating colours and glue.

Runs until November 4
Museum of Design and Applied 
Art
‘Keepers’
This exhibit focuses on the collections in 
the Museum of Design and Applied Art, 
displaying a few key pieces, and explores 
how and why the museum curates the works 
that it does. The title refers both to the 
objects themselves, the ones worth keeping, 
as well as the people who preserved them, 
kept them, and eventually gave them to the 
museum for safekeeping.

Runs until June 10
The National Gallery
‘From the Rustic to the Selfie’
The National Gallery contains about 1,000 
portraits by both Icelandic and foreign 
artists—some modern, some centuries old.  
This exhibition features selected portraits 
from the gallery and asks viewers to 
contemplate the human image from both 
historical and personal perspectives.

Runs until October 31
‘Jacqueline with a Yellow Ribbon’ by 
Pablo Picasso
Picasso’s widow, Jacqueline Roque 
Picasso, has given her portrait as a gift 
to the President of Iceland. This portrait 
is considered to be one of Picasso’s 
most unusual, and is highly sought after 
worldwide.

Runs until January 4
‘Poetcast’ by Nína Tryggvadóttir
An influential Icelandic artist of her 
generation, Nína Tryggvadóttir is credited 
with bringing the aesthetics and ideologies 
of abstract expressionism from mainland 
Europe and the States to the then colonial 
settlement of Iceland. This retrospective 
exhibition will show works from her 1938-
1967 creative period. 

Runs until December 31
Vasulka Chamber
Steina and Woody Vasulka are some of the 
pioneers of multimedia and video art, and 
have a show at the National Gallery. They 
began experimenting with electronic sound, 
stroboscopic light, and video in the late ‘60s, 
and haven’t stopped since. The chamber’s 
purpose is not only to present art from the 
genre, but to encourage preserving and 
mediating such works. 

On permanent view
The National Museum of Iceland
‘A Woman’s Place’ 
This exhibition takes a look into the lives of 
women from 1915 to 2015 and questions 
the role women have had and currently have 
in Icelandic society.

Runs until December 31
Bible Exhibit
This is an exhibit celebrating the 200 year 
anniversary of the Icelandic Bible company 
(Biblíufélagið). On display are many antique 
Bibles owned by the National Museum and 
the company itself.

Runs until December 31
‘Bundled Up In Blue’
This exhibition is centred around new 
archeological findings from bones believed 
to belong to a woman from the settlement 
era, discovered in 1938 in East Iceland. New 
research provides answers as to the age of 
the woman in question, where she came 
from, together with indications of what she 
may have looked like and how she would 
have dressed.

Runs until December 31
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Drink Me 'Looking in - Sculptures and Models'
   by Katrín Sigurðardóttir

Katrín Sigurðardóttir is one of Iceland's most successful and 
well-known contemporary artists. Her works often play on scale, 
shrinking down buildings, rooms or landscapes to trick the eye 
and befuddle the mind, and transplanting or splicing locations in 
unexpected ways. Katrín represented Iceland at the 55th Venice 
Biennale, and has shown at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
The Sculpture Centre and PS1 in her adopted hometown of New 
York City. For the remainder of 2015, a range of sculptures and 
maquettes made between 2004-2014 are on display at Hafnar-
húsið, showing Katrín's creative process from conception through 
to large-scale finished installation. JR

Reykjavík Art Museum: Hafnarhús
Tryggvagata 17 (D3) | Oct 3 - Dec 31 | Admission: 1,400 ISK



RESTAURANT- BAR

7.590 kr.

Vesturgata 3B | 101 Reykjavík | Tel: 551 2344 | www.tapas.is

Taste the best
of Iceland ...

... in one amazing meal

ICELANDIC GOURMET FEAST 
Starts with a shot of the infamous 
Icelandic spirit Brennívín

Followed by 7 delicious tapas 
Smoked puffin with blueberry “brennivín” sauce

Icelandic sea-trout with peppers-salsa

Lobster tails baked in garlic

Pan-fried line caught blue ling 
with lobster-sauce

Grilled Icelandic lamb Samfaina

Minke Whale with cranberry & malt-sauce

And for dessert 
White chocolate "Skyr" mousse with passion 
fruit coulis

late night dining
Our kitchen is open
until 23:30 on weekdays
and 01:00 on weekends

CHORAL CONCERT ON ALL SAINTS DAY
NOVEMBER 1st 2015 at 5 PM IN HALLGRÍMSKIRKJA

SCHOLA CANTORUM 
CHAMBER CHOIR 

Conductor: 

Hörður Áskelsson 

At All Saints Day, November 1st 2015 at 5 pm, Schola Cantorum chamber choir will give a 

candlelight concert in Hallgrimskirkja under the title Rest.

Schola Cantorum’s candlelight concerts on this ancient holiday, where the deceased 

are remembered, have become a tradition. This year’s programme consists of intensely 

beautiful 20th and 21st century music truly fit for the eternal rest. Among them are John 

Tavener’s simple but stirring The Lamb, Eric Whitacre’s unearthly Lux aurumque and two 

of the most beautiful Icelandic choir pieces ever written: Jon Leifs’ Requiem for the young 

daughter he lost and Thorkell Sigurbjornsson’s Heyr himna smiður (Hear Heaven’s Maker).

Admission 3.500 ISK - ticket sale in Hallgrimskirkja and TIX.IS.

Works by James MacMillan, John Tavener,  Hugi Guðmundsson, Jón Leifs, Ēriks Ešen-

valds, Morten Lauridsen, Sigurður Sævarsson, Thorkell Sigurbjörnsson, Eric Whitacre, 

Arvo Pärt, Anna Þorvaldsdóttir, Hörður Áskelsson and Hreiðar Ingi Thorsteinsson.

The Hallgrímskirkja Friends of the Arts Society 33rd season

 listvinafelag.is, hallgrimskirkja.is, scholacantorum.is
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‘I - Portraits’ by Valdimar Thorlacius
In this exhibit, Valdimar Thorlacius presents 
portraits of Icelandic loners, hermits and 
recluses and their living spaces. Aiming to 
provide a glimpse into the life of those who 
live in seclusion, Valdimar shows subjects 
in both rural and urban Iceland.

Runs until December 31
‘The Making Of A Nation’
This exhibition is intended to provide 
insight into the history of the Icelandic 
nation from Settlement to the present day.

On permanent view 
‘Nesstofa - House and History’
Nesstofa is one of the oldest stone 
buildings in Iceland, and this exhibition 
discusses the construction and repair 
history of the historical structure. Because 
it was once a pharmacy, there are many 
showings of Icelandic herbs used not only 
for medicine but also for nutrition and 
health.

Runs until December 31
‘What Is So Interesting About it?’ 
In celebration of the 100th anniversary of 
women gaining the right to vote in Iceland, 
this exhibit presents examples of the work 
and struggles women have faced since 
gaining that suffrage. This show celebrates 
women who have achieved in fields that 
were previously dominated by men, such as 
politics, business, arts, and sports. 

Runs until December 31
Núllið
‘Nothing Really Matters (Except 
Me)’ by Simon Buckley 
For the exhibition in Núllið, Simon has 
rendered a series of pen and ink drawings 
directly onto the space’s walls. The images 
show a medieval torturer attempting 
to extract a confession from his victim. 
Sprawled around the two protagonists 
are schizophrenic dialogues between the 
characters ‘Simon 1’ and ‘Simon 2’. 

Runs until October 18
Reykjavík Art Museum - 
Hafnarhús
‘bears; truths…’ by Kathy Clark
Using teddy bears discarded by Reykjavík 
children, Kathy develops a narrative about 
life’s journey. Throughout her career, she 
has shown work in Iceland and the United 
States, and is the founder of two window 
galleries in downtown Reykjavík.

Runs until October 18
‘Process & Pretense’ by Magnús 
Sigurðarson
Best known for his pop-culture-referencing 
photographic series and video art, Magnús 
Sigurðarson addresses in this exhibit the 
universal human yearning for the sublime.

Runs until October 18
Reykjavík Art Museum - 
Kjarvalsstaðir
‘Marginalia—texts, sketches, and 
doodles in Kjarval’s art’
This exhibit dives into Jóhannes S. Kjarval’s 
personal world, presenting drawings, 
letters and writings collected over the 
artist’s life. By showing everything from 
sketches on envelopes to doodles on paper 
napkins, this exhibit hopes to allow the 
viewer to enter the intimate and eccentric 
world of Kjarval.

Runs until November 29
‘Women’s Time - Here and Now 
Thirty Years Later’
An exhibition of art by Icelandic women to 
commemorate the centennial anniversary 
of women’s suffrage. The artists 
collaborated 30 years ago in an exhibition 
called ‘Here and Now’ to increase the 
visibility of women’s art and how come 
together again to demonstrate their 
creative processes, spanning back 30 
years.

Runs until November 29
Reykjavík City Library
‘We are ÓS’
This exhibit is the first by the ÓS 
organisation, which focuses on 
foregrounding the voices of upcoming 
poets from the margins of society. Seven 
poets present their works, tell their stories, 
and share their experiences. 

Runs until November 2
Reykjavík City Museum
Reykjavík 871 +/- 2
Archaeological findings from ruins of one 
of the first houses in Iceland and other 
excavations in the city centre, open daily 
09:00-20:00.

On permanent view
‘Settlement Sagas - Accounts from 
manuscripts’
This special exhibition is held in 
collaboration with the Árni Magnússon 
Institute for Icelandic Studies. At the centre 
of this special exhibition are rarely seen 

manuscripts that tell the history of the 
settlement of Reykjavík.

On permanent view
Reykjavík Maritime Museum
The Coast Guard Vessel Óðinn
This vessel sailed through all three Cod 
Wars and has also served as a rescue ship 
to more than 200 ships.

On permanent view
‘From Poverty to Abundance’
Photos documenting Icelandic fishermen at 
the turn of the 20th century.

On permanent view
The History of Sailing
Iceland’s maritime history that showcases 
the growth of the Reykjavík Harbour.

On permanent view
‘Seawomen - the fishing women of 
Iceland, past and present’
This exhibition, in celebration of the 
centennial anniversary of women’s suffrage 
in Iceland, explores Icelandic women at 
sea. It is based on research conducted by 
the anthropologist Dr. Margaret E. Willson, 
who discovered that Icelandic women have 
been working at sea since the mid-900s. 
The exhibit presents not only historical 
material but also interviews with Icelandic 
women who work in the fishing industry 
today.

On permanent view
The Reykjavík Museum of 
Photography
Gunnar Rúnar Ólafsson - a 
retrospective
The late photographer Gunnar Rúnar 
Olafsson (1917-65) is honoured by The 
Reykjavík Museum of Photography with 
a selection of his works. The collection 
contains many great photos that show for 
example how Reykjavík developed from a 
small village to a city in just few decades. 
Gunnar Rúnar took many photos of his wife 
Amy Bjarnadóttir (1925-2012) and their 
children who would often accompany him 
on his journeys.

Runs until January 10
‘Höfnin / The Harbour’ by Julie 
Fuster
In her first exhibit, Julie Fuster calls on 5 
poems, 5 photographs, and 5 short stories 
to depict a one-year journey through 
memories, seasons, and the Icelandic 
landscape. 

Runs until December 1
SÍM
Pálína Guðmundsdóttir Exhibition
Pálína Guðmundsdóttir is exhibiting her 
works in the SÍM gallery! The art in this 
exhibition was created in the summer of 
2014, and has at its focus both faces and 
the urban landscape, reflecting the chaotic 
and varied nature of both people and their 
surroundings.

Runs until October 26
Spark Design Space
Rán Flygenring Exhibit
Rán Flygenring exhibits over 150 works 
drawn in the summer of 2015, documenting 
her nomadic travels through Iceland, 
highlighting quirks in Icelandic culture. 
Additionally, she will show some of her 
three dimensional pieces.

Runs until December 1
Volcano House
‘The Volcano House Geology 
Exhibition’
The exhibition gives a brief overview of 
Iceland’s geological history and volcanic 
systems with superb photographs of 
volcanic eruptions and other magnificent 
aspects of Icelandic nature.

On permanent view
Wind And Weather Gallery
‘Popo & Co’ by Serge Comte
Popo & Co is a window installation, 
featuring a character that’s been on Serge’s 
mind for over two decades—sometimes by 
himself, sometimes with three heads, and 
sometimes as an unsuccessful magician—
that is constructed entirely from Lego 
pieces.

Runs until October 29



The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 16 — 201518

Two years later, frontman Óskar Logi 
Ágústsson clearly carries the stress of hav-
ing been on the road for so long. Despite 
the excitement of performing at big fes-
tivals like Roskilde and Wacken, playing 
upwards of 50 dates over a summer takes 
its toll. And the shows themselves are the 
easy part—Óskar tells me they’ve spent 
most of the past few months crammed 
into a small van with all of their gear, driv-
ing across Europe for up to eleven hours 
at a time, suffering each others’ smelly feet 
and loud snoring.
 Now the trio is back home for a spell, 
recharging their batteries and preparing to 
celebrate their latest album, ‘Arrival’, with 
a grand release show. I chat with Óskar at 
Stofan café as he enjoys a much-needed 
cup of coffee. As always, he is personable, 
quick to laughter, a glint of excitement for 
what’s to come sparkling in his eyes.

CLASSICS

For many young people, the idea of 
touring through Europe and making 
a living off of your music sounds like a 
dream come true. What’s it like, being 
21 and having already reached that cov-
eted plateau?

It’s all very surreal, and completely dif-
ferent than I had expected. I’m very 
grateful for the opportunity, as it’s not a 
given that people will receive your music 
well—we’ve been lucky in getting the right 
people with the right connections to take 
an interest in us.

You play ‘70s inspired hard rock, that 
doesn’t at all feel out of place com-
ing on after Deep Purple or Zeppe-
lin on classic rock radio. Why do you 
choose to play such an old-timey style  
of music?
Because it’s so much fun! There are a lot 
of people that’ve asked us “you’re from 
Iceland, why don’t you play pop music?” 
Electro and black metal are Iceland’s two 
main musical exports, but that’s not what 
we’re interested in playing. I think a big 
part of the beauty of living in Iceland is 
that nobody expects to be able to make a 
living playing their own original music, so 
there’s less emphasis on “making it.” Peo-
ple create their music the way they want 
to without compromising, and that’s what 
we’ve been able to do.

TONGUE-IN-CHEEK

The video for “Expand Your Mind” 
from ‘Voyage’ is loaded with refer-
ences to taking a trip on psychedelic 
substances. How much do you guys, 
playing psychedelic rock, drop acid or 
do shrooms?
Not at all. I mean, I can’t speak for the oth-
er guys in the band, but I’m not interested 
in any of that. I haven’t said this before in 
an interview, but every song on ‘Voyage’ 
tells the tale of some absurd story or char-
acter, and “Expand Your Mind” is about an 
encounter I had where these junkies were 
trying to get me to partake with them, say-
ing “Dude, just try it, expand your mind!” 
Another song that was a bit more contro-
versial but does the same thing is “Know 
Your Place” [a song that caused an uproar 
for its overtly misogynistic lyrics].
 I really hoped that people would get it 
at the time, and I panicked when everyone 
thought we were endorsing these views. 
But fuck it, it’s art, and there are plenty 
of artists that write texts portraying trou-
bling characters and their thought pro-
cesses, like Nine Inch Nails. A large part 
of the metal scene also does this, such as 
Cannibal Corpse, and they’re not serial 

killers, even if their lyrics often focus on 
butchering people.
 We’re from Iceland, one of the most 
feminist countries in the world, and we’re 
all feminists in the band, so I don’t know… 
It was so absurd to us that people didn’t 
get that we were saying these chauvinists 
are assholes.

PROGGY PARTY

So what can you tell me about the  
new album?
Oh, it’s good! It was released this May, and 
has been well received. We recorded it in 
January in a studio we set up in Borgar-
fjörður. We were isolated there for two 
and a half weeks, writing, recording and 
finessing the album. The first four songs 
are much darker and heavier than the stuff 
that’s on ‘Voyage’, the next three songs are 
more party-friendly, and then the final 
tracks are very proggy. I feel like it’s a very 
cohesive album.

Are there any songs that you foresee 
will cause as much controversy as 
“Know Your Place” ?
No! [laughs] That song and album, they 
were both experiments that we don’t need 
to repeat.

So what can you tell me about the al-
bum release concert?
We’re going to play the album in its entire-
ty for the first time ever. We’ll be joined by 
Magnús Jóhann from Electric Elephant, 
who played keys on the album, so we can 
perform our songs differently than when 
it’s just the three of us. We’re working on 
getting the sound as tight as possible, be-
cause we want to make sure it’ll be a once-
in-a-lifetime kind of show.

rauða húsið
r e s t a u r a n tEyrarbakka

“Very good food, 
excellent service 

and a very friendly 
restaurant.”

“Amazing seafood in 
this little town...”

“Not to be missed. Food fabulous and 
staff wonderful ... This spot is worth the 
trip to the small village alone.”

raudahusid.is
Búðarstígur 4, 820 Eyrarbakki • tel. 483-3330

open for lunch & dinner 7 days a week 

1

1

Selfoss

Hveragerði

Eyrarbakki
to Blue Lagoon
ca. 50 min.

to Reykjavík
ca. 45 min.

to Þingvellir,
Gullfoss, Geysir
ca. 45-60 min.
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“One of the best 
restaurants in Iceland. 
Fresh lobster, amazing 

cod fi sh!!”

yrarbak

Tired And  
Getting Old  
(but not really)
The Vintage Caravan are 
back in Iceland to celebrate 
their new album

The Vintage Caravan have sure come a long way. As they released their second album, ‘Voy-
age’, they graduated from support slot jockeys to headliner status, their energetic stage pres-
ence attracting swathes of young, party-hungry millennials. They went on to sign with Nu-
clear Blast in 2013, subsequently relocating to Denmark, and started touring internationally 
full time.

Photo Philippe Beck

Words Gabríel Benjamin

October 9         20:00 Gamla Bíó  2,900 ISK 

“But fuck it, 
it’s art, and 
there are 
plenty of art-
ists that write 
texts portray-
ing troubling 
characters and 
their thought 
processes, 
like Nine Inch 
Nails. A large 
part of the 
metal scene 
also does this, 
such as Canni-
bal Corpse, and 
they’re not  
serial killers, 
even if their lyr-
ics often focus 
on butchering 
people.”

The Vintage Caravan 



Come and see full-scale models of the 23 whale species that have been found off Iceland’s 
coastal waters. Walk amongst life-size models, check out the interactive media and explore 
these majestic creatures in our family-friendly exhibition. 

WELCOME TO OUR CAFÉ   |   GET A SOUVENIR IN OUR GIFT SHOP   |   BOOK A WHALE WATCHING TOUR

Fiskislóð 23-25  |  Reykjavík  |  Tel. +354 571 0077  |  Open every day 10 am – 5 pm  |  www.whalesoficeland.is

Walk Amongst  the Giants
“Wonderful one of a kind museum!”
Loved this museum with its life-sized models of 
23 different species of whales! Interesting and 
informative exhibits, well worth a visit! The staff was 
friendly and helpful, and we loved the gift shop, too.
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Spectacular Whale Exhibition



Sunday - Wednesday: 11.30 - 18.00  /  Thursday- Saturday: 11.30 - 23.30
Grandagarður 2 - 101 Reykjavík - tel: +354 571 8877 - www.maturogdrykkur.is

We take the goo
d old tradition

al 

recipes and the
 best icelandic

 

ingredients to 
create fun and 

tasty food. 

Let tradition s
urprise you!

Moooh..!

Baaah..!

...!

Lýsi is kinda disgusting and reading 
is for nerds, so to combat the com-
ing full-scale attack of the SADs, we 
decided to started a new tradition to 
help us make it through the coming 
winter: SOUP TUESDAYS. Yes! Soup 
Tuesdays! Every Tuesday, we’ll be 
making a different soup in our shitty 
little office, documenting the process 
and then showing you how to make 
one for yourself via our trusty web-
site, www.grapevine.is.
 And hey, you can help us out by 
sending your best recipes (via Face-
book, Twitter, Instagram or email or 
whatever), with a photo, so we can 
share lots of great soup knowledge 
with everyone in the world. Togeth-
er we can make it through the bad 
weather. Together, we can drown the 
planet in yummy soup! 
 Solace and Solidarity in Soup!
 Happy Soup Tuesday!

As the sun yet again makes her draining descent towards winter solstice, it has become 
clear: fall has arrived. The darkness in store will likely bring a lot of you down, but don’t 
fret or give up—there are a number of methods for fighting off the winter blues: Read-
ing, lýsi, sex, drugs, alcohol, and—of course—soup. Now, doing most of those things 
would be mostly inappropriate, if not illegal, at the Reykjavík Grapevine’s offices (if it 
were one of those “appropriate” offices)—except for maybe the lýsi and reading. And of 
course, the soup.

Photo York Underwood

Words York Underwood

We Made You 
Kjötsúpa, Traditional 
Icelandic Meat Soup
Introducing SOUP TUESDAY

Organic bistro
EST 2006

Tryggvagata 11,Volcano house  
Tel:511-1118

Mon-Sun 12:00-21:00
www.fishandchips.is

FOOD
FOR YOUR MIND BODY AND SOUL
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Sushi Samba
Þingholtsstræti 5 • 101 Reykjavík

Tel 568 6600 • sushisamba.is

Our kitchen is open
17.00–23.00 sun.–thu.
17.00–24.00 fri.–sat.

Amazing
7 course menu

A unique Icelandic Feast

Starts with a shot of the Icelandic 
national spirit “Brennivín“

Puffin 
Smoked puffin with blueberries,
croutons, goat cheese, beetroot

Minke whale 
Date purée, wakame and teriaky 

Arctic charr 
“Torched“ arctic charr with parsnip

purée, fennel, dill mayo

Lobster 
Lobster cigar with chorizo, dates, chili jam

 Reindeer
Reindeer slider with blue cheese, portobello,

steamed bun

 Free range icelandic lamb
Lamb with coriander, pickled red cabbage,
fennel, butternut squash purée, chimichurri

And to end on a high note ...
 Icelandic Skyr

Skyr panna cotta with raspberry sorbet, white
chocolate crumble, passion foam, dulche de leche

7.590 kr.
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Kjötsúpa: Traditional 
Icelandic Meat Soup

Preparation time: 15 minutes
Cooking time:  90 minutes

This is traditional Icelandic Meat Soup, 
made with lamb and vegetables—a life-
saver when food was scarce and energy 
was needed to battle the elements. 
Conventionally made with potatoes, 
rutabagas and carrots, kjötsúpa can 
also contain leeks, onions, and dried 
herbs. And whatever else you feel like 
putting in there. Remember: there’s 
no Soup Police (although there maybe 
should be).
 Here is our quick and simple twist 
on this classic—swapping the dry herbs 
for some fresh ones and adding fresh 
leek and cabbage in place of oatmeal or 
rice, the traditional thickening agents.  

Ingredients:

1 Large Yellow Onion
1 Green Cabbage
3 Large Potatoes
6 Large Carrots
2 Large Rutabagas
1 Large Leek
2  Lamb Shanks (You can use shoulder 

if you are making your own stock)
2  Handfuls of fresh herbs (We use 

rosemary and thyme, but you can 
use dry herbs to really rough it like 
it was done traditionally)

1  Tablespoon of butter and enough 
lamb bouillon to handle three litres 
of water.

 
Directions:

1.   In a large pot, sear the bottom of the 
lamb shanks. Chop the large yellow 
onion, add butter to the pot, and 
toss in the chopped onion. Cook un-
til the onion is soft and just starting 
to brown.

2.  Dice the leek. Add 3 litres of water 
to the pot and toss in the leeks.

 

3.  Peel and chop the rutabagas and po-
tatoes and toss them in the pot.

4.  Chop the carrots and add them to 
the pot.

5.  Finally chop the cabbage and add it 
to the pot.

6.  Mix in the bouillon. Chop your 
fresh herbs and add them to the pot. 
Let it simmer for about an hour.

7.  Use a large fork to shred the lamb 
off the bone into the soup. Serve 
with a garnish of fresh herbs and 
sour milk (lactic acid is a traditional 
flavouring in Iceland).

Remember to share this recipe with 
your friends and loved ones.
 Also, send us your recipes. Let's get 
through this winter together.
 One Soup Tuesday at a time.
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West Side Story

   SHRUTHI BASAPPA
 ART BICNICK

What We Think: 
Don’t be afraid of seasoning! A 
little salt and acidity would go a 
long way in singing our way to 
flavour-town.
Flavour:  
Kind of mis-matched, but with 
something for everyone. 
Ambiance:  
Trendy, clever and comfortable. It 
can get pretty loud, though.
Service:  
Laid-back and friendly.   
Price for 2 (no drinks):  
5-6,000 ISK for 2 main courses 
and coffee 

Kaffihús Vesturbæjar

Melhagi 20-22, 107 Reykjavík 

One of the dangers of living in Reykja-
vík is that you quickly adapt to the local 
concept of time and space. As a city rat, 
I now think that anything outside of the 
101 postcode is “far.” Even the 107 hood 
has fallen off my radar. But an enter-
prising bunch of West Reykjavík folks 
(or “Vesturbæingar” as they are called) 
have taken up the challenge of planting 
their neighbourhood on the downtown 
radar with their on-point bistro, Kaffi-
hús Vesturbæjar. 
 Bang opposite the beloved Vestur-
bæjarlaug pool, Kaffi Vest jostles for 
space with the Gamla Apótek in the 
same building. After a dip in the pool, 
so popular with the trendy west side 
families, this would seem an obvious 

choice to get some grub. 
 It is a stylish bistro replete with the 
now trendy wall-to-wall open shelving 
and old school displays of their freshly 
baked wares. Do not miss the little de-
tails (very much a Kex-like flair going 
on here, with the same team respon-
sible for the décor): the vintage light 
fixtures, the wire basket full of wooden 
rolling pins, the old apothecary jars 
lining the rustic shelves, and the wide 
windows opening up to the main street 
makes for a chic package. It is all very 
inviting, and I can see why it is such a 
popular hangout with the locals. 
 My husband and I decided to make 
the best of a sunny autumn day and call 
it a lunch date. The café is clearly an 
afternoon favourite, with every table 
occupied during our meal. We skipped 
the popular cauliflower soup (1,690 
ISK) and decided on the tartine of 
smoked salmon (1,690 ISK). My adven-
turous meat-loving husband decided 
to go in all guns blazing and chose the 
vegan burger (2,550 ISK). I did want to 
try the avocado salad (2,100 ISK), but 
was saved by the thoughtful hostess 
who suggested we might want to wait 
with that since the portions were very 
generous.
 The service is laid-back and easy, 
which if you are in a hurry or want a 
working lunch might not be the best 
pace, but we have dined here for dinner 
and had no complaints then. Our food 
arrived, affirming that the kitchen sure 
isn’t skimping on the portions! 
 My tartine was a humongous hunk 
of sourdough-like bread, lusciously 
draped with silky slices of smoked 
salmon. With briny capers, pickled red 
peppers and a generous smattering of 
fresh parsley, this was a beautiful take 

on classic flavours. 
 My partner´s burger, on the other 
hand, was underwhelming. The bun 
to patty ratio was off balance, the 
chickpea-beetroot-oatmeal patty with 
ginger and chillies was too pasty and 
under-seasoned. Conceptually great, 
Kaffi Vest’s veggie burger really failed 
on the taste front. The avocado mayon-
naise is a very clever idea, however, and 
the texture had me fooled for a while; it 
was quite the mayonnaise dopplegang-
er. With a touch more acidity, it could 
stand up very well to the herby fries 
that accompanied the burger. I was a 
big fan, and stole more than one (even 
though they too needed a touch more 
seasoning. Wait, am I a salt fiend?), 
though my husband, less of a fan, over-
looked the potato larceny. At Kaffi 
Vesturbær, they seem to favour whole-
wheat buns but I’d love to see them of-
fer diners some variety on that front. 
 Kaffi Vest’s food has great potential. 
Their focus on thoughtfully sourced 
fresh ingredients, cooked seasonally, is 
a winning formula, but they can take it 
up a few notches with some minor revi-
sions to the recipes. If that slow-cooked 
Moroccan lamb I had on a previous oc-
casion is any proof, their autumn-winter 
menu seems worth looking forward to. 
 Until then, one can celebrity-gaze, 
nibble on some dainty macaroons and 
drink never-ending cups of the ex-
cellent house coffee. Kaffi Vest has 
cracked the code on how to attract the 
coffee lounge crowd. With laid back 
service and a chic style quotient, it is 
not hard to see why it is such a popular 
haunt, and not just for the locals. 
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While not the first of its kind in Reyk-
javík, the appearance of Bergsson 
Mathús clearly signalled the arrival of 
something different—a shift in Iceland-
ers’ food culture. Essentially a breakfast 
and lunch spot, which also serves ter-
rific brunch during weekends, Bergs-
son places great emphasis on local in-
gredients, slow cooking, slow eating, 
fair prices… Basically, they want to offer 
a food experience for people who ap-
preciate food. 
 Bergsson is located next to the Par-
liament building, close to the pond, at a 
location where one might not expect to 
find a quality restaurant. However, the 

basement location is surprisingly bright 
and spacious, with large windows fac-
ing the Parliament garden’s walls. My 
companion and I took our lunch there 
on a fairly busy Monday, with roughly 
half the seats taken. 
 The lunch menu consists of a meat 
dish of the day, catch of the day, and 
soup of the day, along with the ever 
present vegetable lasagne and vegan 
salad. Fresh, locally baked bread is 
served with every dish, and make no 
mistake: it is very delicious and very 
filling. So beware, it is very easy to lose 
oneself at Bergsson, feasting on deli-
cious bread and homemade hummus. 
 For lunch, my companion chose 
the vegetable lasagne and salad (1,990 
ISK), while I went for the soup and 
catch of the day: a sweet potato soup 
with ginger and lemon (1,390 ISK) and 
pan-fried ling with a lovely paste of 
sun-dried tomatoes and olives (2,290 
ISK). The lasagne was well presented, 
covered in sun-dried tomato paste. The 
main ingredient was spinach, and the 
pasta sheets themselves were perfectly 
cooked. The paste could have done with 
a bit more seasoning, or maybe just a 
touch of fresh herbs and lemon, which 
would have breathed life into the dish. 
The salad was plentiful and original, 
with pineapple slices and fresh mint, 
shaved carrots and a bounty of perfectly 
cooked beetroot. Well above average. 
 The sweet potato soup was of a nice 
consistency, colourful and vibrant. I 

would have preferred a touch more 
seasoning, and the ginger could have 
been a bit more prominent in the dish. 
Regardless, the soup was very nice. The 
ling was perfectly cooked, crispy on 
the outside and white and flaky at the 
centre. The lovely tomato paste that 
accompanied was the fish was a treat—
however, the fish was in fact so fresh 
that no sauce was needed. The ling 
was accompanied by “bygotto” (barley 
risotto). While Bergsson’s take on byg-
gotto was tasty and well prepared, the 
side is starting to feel a bit overused in 
the Icelandic culinary scene, especially 
as a side with seafood. However, the 
catch of the day was overall great, and 
well worth the price. 
 Although Bergsson serve up some 
very nice tea and coffee, along with pas-
tries and cakes that looked tempting as 
hell, we managed to resist dessert this 
time around. 
 Bergsson is a place for sitting and 
enjoying, a place where time and space 
are not of the greatest concern. 
 And, oh yeah, here’s a protip for you: 
For those who can swing by after work, 
there is a great 2-for-1 deal on takeaway 
meals, so nothing ever goes to waste. 
Brilliant! 

A Place To Enjoy, Slowly

   BJÖRN TEITSSON
  ART BICNICK

What We Think: 
Healthy, slow food.
Flavour:  
Continental, fresh herbs, deep 
broths. 
Ambiance:  
Laid back, positive, bright. 
Service:  
Professional, personal, smiling, 
pleasing.
Price for 2 (no drinks):  
3-6,000 ISK (very fair)

Bergsson

Templarasund 3, 101 Reykjavík

Hverfisgata 12 · 101 Reykjavík  
Tel. +354 552 15 22 · www.dillrestaurant.is

Lífið er saltfiskur

#109 Dill is a Nordic restaurant with its 
focus on Iceland, the pure nature and 
all the good things coming from it.  

 
It does not matter if it’s the 

ingredients or the old traditions, we 
try to hold firmly on to both. 

There are not many things that make 
us happier than giving life to old 

traditions and forgotten ingredients 
with modern technique and our creative 

mind as a weapon. 

1 0 1  Ó Ð I N S T O R G  R E Y K J A V Í K  Í S L A N D  S N A P S B I S T R O . I S
s n a p s @ s n a p s . i s  + 3 5 4  5 1 1 6 6 7 7

F R E N C H  O N I O N  S O U P
I c e l a n d i c  Í s b ú i  c h e e s e ,  c r o û t o n s

2 . 1 0 0 . k r

M O U L E S  M A R I N I E R E S
s t e a m e d  m u s s e l s  f r o m  B r e i ð a f j ö r ð u r

1 . 9 9 0 . k r

F I S H  O F  T H E  D A Y
c h e f ´ s  s p e c i a l

3 . 4 0 0 . k r

E s t .  2 0 1 2R e y k j a v i k
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 9.  
 Dikta & Friðrik
 Dór 21:00 1.500 KR  

 DJ Ívar Pétur
10.  
 Emmsjé Gauti 
 & Úlfur Úlfur 
 & GKR 21:00 2.000 KR  

 DJ KGB
12.  
 Mánudjass 21:00 frítt inn

13. 
 DJ John Brnlv
14.  
 Arrested 
 Development 
 quiz 21:00 frítt inn  

 DJ Árni Húmi
15.  
 DJ Ísar Logi
16.  
 Extreme Chill
 Showcase #1 20:00 1.000 KR  

 DJ Pabbi 
 & Formaðurinn
17.  
 Agent Fresco 21:00 miðar TBA  

 DJ Óli Dóri
19.  
 Mánudjass 21:00 frítt inn

20.  
 DJ Lazybones
21.  
 Ultraorthodox, 
 LV Pier 
 & Marteinn 20:00 1.000 KR

22.  
 Skelkur í Bringu 

 & Godchilla 20:00 miðar TBA 

23.  
 DJ Styrmir 
 Dansson
24.  
 Babies 22:00 frítt inn  

 DJ KGB
26.  
 Mánudjass 21:00 frítt inn

27.  
 DJ Sunna Ben
28.  
 Gangly 20:00 1.500 KR  

 DJ Logi Leó
29.  
 Hits & Tits 
 Karaoke 21:00 frítt inn

30.  
 DJ Simon
 FKNHNDSM
31.  
 DJ Reagan 
 & Gorbachev

október
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At Reykjavik Raincoats we are extremely passionate about 
raincoats and our goal is to make the perfect raincoat that 
makes you wish it would rain every day just so you can wear 
your Reykjavik Raincoat. 

I WISH IT WOULD RAIN

Using only the the finest materials and craftsmanship the 
Reykjavik Raincoats are 100% waterproof like the fisherman’s 
style coats that were around in the 70’s. Our raincoats are 
handmade in rubberized cotton fabric with double stitched 
seams and welding on the inside for the perfect protection.

HANDMADE WITH LOVE

T H E  R E Y K J A V Í K  G R A P E V I N E  I C E L A N D  A I R W A V E S  S P E C I A L2

One

WOW! All You Need 
To Know! 

In One Handy Guide! 
C O M P I L E D  BY  R X  B EC K E T T

Over 240 bands and artists have spent 
days, weeks, months and years prepar-
ing themselves for your arrival, so they 
can make this time and place as spec-
tacular as possible. The artists' era is 

upon us, they are all around, for us to 
enjoy and engage with, and to help us 
recharge those dopamine batteries be-
fore winter really hits. 
  Here’s some advice: Do the swim-

ming pools. Drop by at some of the 
off-venue locations that are spread out 
all over the city—there are over 50 of 
them. Take the “Wall Poetry” tour, 
and be sure to download the accompa-
nying playlist from our website. Study 
our Prime Minister, whom The Finan-
cial Times has denoted as one of the 
world’s leading feminists (is that true? 
You’re in Reykjavík—why not try and 
find out for yourself!). Visit Breiðholt 
and Grafarvogur—spend some time in 

exotic postal codes like 109 and 113. 
  This is the seventeenth time we cel-
ebrate Iceland Airwaves—and we’ve 
come a long way baby. Steini Steph, 
Magnús Steph, Guðmundur Sesar and 
many others worked tirelessly on the 
idea and its execution to create the Ice-
land Airwaves we all love. From an air-
port hangar in 1999, where six bands 
played their hearts out, to this, here, 
now—fuck yeah, those guys who start-
ed it all back then should be proud, and 

know that those of us who followed in 
their footsteps are extremely grateful. 
 Iceland Airwaves rules—Skál, you 
guys!
 

Welcome to Iceland! You’ve just landed 
at Keflavík (or will very soon) and it’s 
(probably) your first time in Reykjavík, 
and you’re all like, “What the hell do I do 
now!?!” You’re probably so pumped up 
about all the Airwaves-ing you’re gonna 
get up to that you haven’t even started 
thinking about the daily basics. Don’t 
worry; we’ve got you covered.

Coffee!

First things first: a good strong cup o’ Joe! 
Nothing happens without coffee around 
these parts. To blend in with the locals 
you’re gonna want to do double-shots 
on all your drinks and have at least four 
cups every day. Got it? Alright, now here 
are some foolproof places around town 
to caffeinate yourself. These guys make 
good coffee:

Reykjavík Roasters  
(Kárastígur 1, Brautarholt 1)
Stofan Café (Vesturgata 3)
Kigali Coffee & Snacks (Ingólfsstræti 8)
Mokka-Kaffi (Skólavörðustígur 3a) 
Café Haiti (Geirsgata 7b)
Kaffitár (various locations)

Grub!

Next you’re going to need some suste-
nance. You should start by stocking up 
on some basics at the Bónus grocery store 
(it’s got a bunch of locations, look for the 
crazy pig), or, if the situation is dire, at 
the 10-11 convenience mart. The latter is 
open 24/7, but the prices are steep, so go 
easy. Of course you’ll be frolicking about, 
so here are some places to stuff your face, 
helpfully broken down into categories.

Burgers: Búllan (Geirsgata 1, Burger-

joint), Block Burger 
(Skólavörðustígur 8, back entrance) 

Pizza: Deli (Bankastræti 14), Pizza 
Royal (Hafnarstræti 18), Devito’s
 (Laugavegur 126)

Kebabs & Falafel: Mandi (Veltusund 3b), 
Kebab Grill (Lækjargata 10)

Vegetarian: Gló (Laugavegur 20b), 
Austurlanda-Hraðlestin (Lækjargata 
8), Taquéria No Mames! (Ármúli 21)

Food Trucks: Shirokuma Sushi, Lob-
ster Hut, Fish & Chips, Waffle Wagon 
(usually all stationed around Lækjartorg, 
late weekend nights only)

Culture!

You’ve come here for a music festival so 
we know you’re not some philistine, and 
chances are you’re keen on cramming as 
much culture into your weekend as pos-
sible. The city’s nice compact size makes 
it quite easy to do, so you’re in luck. Here’s 
a few ways to enjoy the local spoils.

Art: Reykjavík Art Museum (three loca-
tions, check artmuseum.is), Reykjavík 
Museum of Photography (Tryggvagata 
15), i8 (Tryggvagata 16), Hverfisgallerí 
(Hverfisgata 4)

Shopping: Kiosk (Laugavegur 65), Au-
rum (Bankastræti 4), Reykjavík Record 

Shop (Klapparstígur 35), Lucky Records 
(Rauðarástígur 10)

Literature: Eymundsson (Austurstræti 
18 and Skólavörðustígur 11), Reykjavík 
City Library (Tryggvagata 15)

Hot-tubbing like a pro: Sundhöll 
(Barónsstígur 45a), Vesturbæjarlaug 
(Hofsvallagata)

Drinking!

Now that you’re awake and full and cul-
turally satiated, it is time to cut loose. 
For those who happen to be reading this 
prior to arriving in Reykjavík, if you plan 
on drinking or have a host to thank, go 
the airport Duty Free store. Go, now! It’s 
right at baggage claim, you can’t miss it. 
Seriously, hurry! We cannot stress this 
enough. You’ll save millions and millions 
of krónur. If you still need to get a bottle 
once you’re in town, the only place to buy 
booze is the state alcohol vendor (Vín-
búð) at Austurstræti 10a. Aside from the 
nice venues themselves, here are some 
choice places to enjoy a libation.

Beery goodness: Skúli Craft Bar  
(Aðalstræti 9), Kaldi Bar  
(Laugavegur 20b), Mikkeller & Friends 
(Hverfisgata 12)

Cocktail party: Slippbarinn (Mýrargata 
2), Apótek (Austurstræti 16), BarAnanas 
(Klapparstígur 38)

Fun and dancing: Boston (Laugavegur 
28b), Paloma (Naustin 1), Austur  
(Austurstræti 7)

Sidenote: Gear!

A question that often gets asked by first 
time festivalgoers is, “What should I 
wear and bring with me?” That of course 
varies from person to person, but here are 
some basic guidelines.

-Wear light layers topped with a water-
proof jacket. You’ll be cold and at risk for 
rain outside but very hot indoors. How styl-
ish you go is your call.

-Pockets and small purses are your best 
friend for carrying valuable items. That 
said…

-Carry the bare minimum. You can’t bring 
bottles or food or whatever into venues, 
plus very few of them have a coat check so 
having a heavy load can be terrible.

-Keep your phone where liquid can’t harm 
it, at all costs. Ziploc bag it if you must. 
You will get wet.

-If you have the room in your pockets or 
small purse, a lighter, painkillers, condoms 
and a snack can come in handy, or at least 
help you make friends and find fun parties.  

Guys—great to meet you all! You have travelled all to way 
from Breiðholt and Australia and everywhere in between to 
enjoy this festival and spend some time with the rest of us. 
That’s pretty cool! Thank you! 

To Iceland Airwaves! 
Welcome  

W O R D S  BY  G R Í M U R  AT L A S O N ,  D I R ECTO R ,  I C EL A N D  A I R WAV ES

Iceland Airwaves’ Director 
Welcomes You To Iceland Airwaves!



1964 ALL OVER AGAIN

W O R D S  BY  G R Í M U R  AT L A S O N ,  D I R ECTO R ,  I C EL A N D  A I R WAV ES
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Skeljagrandi
Situated near Reykjavík’s westernmost 
point, the Skeljagrandi area is like 
Iceland’s very own miniature Twin 
Peaks. You’ll know you’re there when 
you see a row of buildings that locals 
affectionately refer to as "jólatrésblok-
kirnar" ("The Christmas tree build-
ings”), due to their distinctive shapes. 
Urban explorers could do worse than 
trailing the numerous, winding back 
passages that snake through the area. 
 The Skeljagrandi area stands on a 
landfill. It is slowly sinking into the 
ocean. 
 Reportedly, people from the the 
Skeljagrandi area have a tendency to 
develop psychic abilities. Others fall 
prey to insanity, and yet others set 
about diligently carving out illustrious 
careers in the field of violent crime. 
The latter camp’s main poster boys are 
the so-called Skeljagrandi brothers, 
who managed to amass a Freddy and 
Jason-level of infamy through the var-
ious ultraviolent sociopathic misdeeds 
that have been their bread and butter 
since childhood. 

 In Skeljagrandi, people sometimes 
get thrown down flights of stairs by in-
explicable gusts of wind. Your neigh-
bours might become upset by your new 
satellite receiver, lodging formal com-
plaints about the devil-rays that are 
being pointed at their house. Neigh-
bourhood kids might get bags of coke 
for a confirmation gift from their dads. 
I have no explanation for any of this. 
They’re just stories in the air. That I 
happen to know are true.

The Catholic Church
Back in the day, the Catholic Church 
and its accompanying school were 
tightly in the grips of a gruesome two-
some, Father Georg and groundskee-
per Margrét Müller. Decades later, 
locals still whisper horror stories of 
the pair and the abominable ways they 
would treat some of their students and 
young parishioners. 
 Even as she took her own life, Mar-
grét still couldn’t pass up a chance to 
traumatize some students—opting to 
kill herself by leaping from the school’s 

top floor, on a school day (of course), 
thus ensuring her splattered remains 
would leave the kids something to re-
member her by. Rumours persist that 
Margrét had carved out a number 
of secret passageways in the school-
house, which she would use to spy on 
the children. Perhaps her spirit still 
lingers.
 Despite being repeatedly made 
aware of the pair’s crimes, local 
church authorities, nuns and priests 
stood silently by as several young lives 
were damaged beyond repair by those 
sadist monsters. To add insult to inju-
ry, Father Georg was inducted into the 
Order of the Falcon by Iceland’s presi-
dent in 1994. 
 But hey—there's a nice little spot 
behind the church’s west side, ideal for 
getting fucked up and maybe pissing 
on some graves.

Leifsgata
A beautiful, postcard-pretty street in 
downtown Reykjavík, quiet little Lei-
fsgata has been a home to many an 
artist and person of talent. Strangely, 
it has also been the site of quite a few 
murders—many of them occurring at 
the end of debauched drinking and 
drugging parties. The sheer number of 
murders that have taken place in that 
tiny area has caused many to theorize 
that the street is somehow haunted in 
a way that can drive people to commit 
unspeakable acts. Besides all the art-
ists and murder victims, Leifsgata also 
played host to an infamous brothel and 
shady halfway house for drunks and 
junkies. 
 They have some beautiful houses 
though!

Hlemmur
The central bus station has proudly 
served as Reykjavík’s official grime 
and grittiness HQ. In the early 80s, it 
served as a gathering spot for young 
punk rockers, who would convene 
there to play arcade games, sniff glue, 
harass commuters and defiantly stuff 
hot dogs into their faces, rather than 
eating them like a normal person (see 
Friðrik Þór’s amazing documentary 
‘Rokk í Reykjavík’ if you haven’t al-
ready). Weird and violent stuff will go 
down at Hlemmur on a regular basis. 
Like that woman who lost an eye after 
being attacked with a chisel. 

Heiðmörk
Close by the Rauðhólar pseudocraters, 
you’ll find a serene conservation area 
that doubles as the site of Reykjavík’s 
reservoirs and drinking wells. Aside 
from being a popular spot to take in 
some nature on a good day, Heiðmörk 
is also quite popular with local drug 
dealers and debt collectors, who like 
to bring boys who owe a lot of money 
up there and mess them up real good. 
This was amply demonstrated in the 
90s, when a pair of brothers were 
sentenced for murder after smashing 
some guy’s head to bits. In case you’re 
toying with heading up there for some 
murder, do note that I have no idea 
where’d you’d go to dump the body 

après homicide. Maybe Hvassahraun, 
on the way to the Keflavík Airport? 
Don’t ask me, bruh. 

Fellahverfið
Breiðholt’s Fell housing projects are 
perhaps Icelanders take on Atlanta-
style traps (a one way in, one way out 
type deal, with lots of dead ends and 
overgrown streets), with all that en-
tails. Indeed, prior to the 2008 collapse 
that wound up inspiring lots of folks to 
set up the hydroponic growhouses that 
keep Iceland’s abundant weed supplies 
constantly replenished, you’d often 
have to drive up to Fellahverfið to cop 
a nug of hash. It’s not crack, but that’s 
still pretty trap. 
 Fellahverfið’s infamy skyrocketed 
in the 1990s, due to the minor gang 
wars that went on there. Those in-
volved groups of Asian immigrants 
and locals who would regularly clash 
on the streets, often resorting to bats, 
machetes and home invasions to get 
their points across. 
 There are no gang wars in Fellah-
verfi these days, but it remains the 
kind of place where you might see 
someone's mom hitting on a gravity 
bong in the living room.

Yuh. My début album, 'Lord Pusswhip 
is wack', is coming out sometime before 
Airwaves, first on the Internet, and 
then as the first official cassette release 
of a fresh new label called Cosmic 
Seagull Records. www.soundcloud.
com/mantisfromdamudgang

"In psychogeography, a 'dérive' ("drift") is an unplanned journey 
through a landscape, usually urban, on which the subtle aesthetic 
contours of the surrounding architecture and geography subcon-
sciously direct the travellers, with the ultimate goal of encounter-
ing an entirely new and authentic experience." (Wikipedia)
 The art of “reading houses” was described by fabled Icelandic 
author Þórbergur Þórðarson in his 1940s masterpiece ‘Ofvitinn’. It 
is a meditative act that entails sensing a house’s past life, he writes: 
"I wanted to inform my readers of these fountains of knowledge 
and atmosphere, closed off to those who remain so occupied with 
the miniscule banalities that float on life's surface that they never 
found the time to learn how to read houses." 

W O R D S  BY  LO R D  P U S S W H I P     P H OTO  BY  A N N A  M AG GÝ

LORD PUSSWHIP'S 
SECRET, MACABRE 
HISTORY OF 
FUCKED UP 
REYKJAVÍK SPOTS



ÖGN is a super light jacket, filled with goose down. Tecnostretch® 
panels provide a comfortable fit and breathability. A perfect 
companion for the outdoors. Designed and tested in Iceland.

Technostretch®
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800 fill power

Bundnir saumar

Bankastræti 7, 101 RVK | www.cintamani.is
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With that in mind, the only overseas 
act to feature in this Airwaves special 
is one of the most interesting new hip-
hop acts on the international scene. 
Future Brown is a production quartet 
made up of Fatima Al Qadiri, J-Cush, 
Asma Maroof and Daniel Pineda, 
drawing on everything from dancehall 
to grime, bass, footwork and R&B. We 
interrupted J-Cush as he was enjoy-
ing a pleasant evening in London, so 
we might ask him about how Future 
Brown came about and which of their 
arsenal of guest rappers will be joining 
them onstage at the festival.

How did the four of you get to-
gether to form Future Brown?

We were all friends, going to the same 
parties in New York, and we started 
talking about it in maybe 2012. We re-
alised we were all connected to each 
other through different projects. I 
was working with Fatima, Asma and 
Fatima were working on something, 
and then Asma and Daniel have their 
Nguzunguzu project. We had a lot of 
similar tastes that drew us together, 
and we realised we could turn all of 
these different parts into something.

What do the different members 
bring to the table?

In a sense, everyone has a different ap-
proach to how they produce and what 
sounds they draw from—then, when 
we all come into the studio together, 
it really makes a difference because 
we react in real time to one another. 
Rather than developing ideas remotely 
and exchanging them and waiting for 
a reaction, you get that real human 
experience of building on a drum loop 
together while someone’s working 
on a keyboard melody—every track is 

different, and everyone has varying 
tastes, so when you mix it all up you 
get varying levels of madness. It works 
well.

How did it come together with 
Warp Records?

Warp was interested, I think, in ex-
panding into more eclectic stuff that 
was different to straight-up rock or 
electronica, and they saw something 
good in what we were doing. We knew 
an A&R there who’d worked on one of 
Fatima’s records, and he pushed us a 
lot to get this project going. Him push-
ing us took us to a level where Warp 
was ready to sign us. I was already 
into Aphex Twin and Autechre—it’s 
cool to see Warp changing up and go-
ing for everything from extremely ex-
perimental through to poppy rap and 
songwriters—it’s great to have that 
diversity.

Where do you position Future 
Brown in the wider spectrum of 
music?

This project was essentially some-
thing we did to make our dreams come 
true—making a vocal-based album and 
working with people we were really 
big fans of, both new and old. We’re 
from a lot of different areas of music—
not just house, not just rap—all kinds. 
So I guess tying us down to one genre 

doesn’t really work. Let’s just say: good 
music. Something new, something dif-
ferent.

How did you go about taking 
Future Brown out of studio and 
onto the stage?

We have really open-minded approach 
in the studio and we took that onto the 
stage. Nothing’s too regimented. We’ll 
have a starting point that we might 
discuss, but after that anything goes, 
really. We’ve been working it out while 
we play—how to play off each other 
and create a really interesting experi-
ence. We all play our own music, and 
we like to incorporate all the different 
styles and make it sound like a fluid 
mix.

Has there been a best show so 
far?

The project is pretty vocal-centric, 
so any show where we can have a lot 
of vocalists with us is a really magi-
cal time. It’s often in London that 
we’ll have a few—last time we played 
the ICA in London and brought on 
had Ruff Squad, Dirty Danger, Prince 
Rapid, Roachee, Riko and 3D Na’tee 
from New Orleans—she’s an amazing 
rapper on the record. It’s great to have 
the grime element and a strong rapper. 
Dirty Danger is coming with us for 
Airwaves, he’s on the tracks “World’s 
Mine”, and “Asbestos”, from the Fu-
ture Brown album.

Have you been out to Iceland 
before? Will you have much time 
here?

I haven’t been to Iceland myself, but 
all the others have. I’m looking for-
ward to Airwaves—I’ve heard great 
things about it. I’ll have a few days to 
get to know Reykjavík and check it out, 
explore and hopefully meet some cool 
people.

Something that might come as a surprise to many Björk-loving, 
Sigur Rós-adoring, Ásgeir-fancying Airwaves newcomers is that 
Iceland loves hip-hop. From the rapid rise of local stars like Gís-
li Pálmi, Úlfur Úlfur, Reykjavíkurdætur and Emmsjé Gauti to 
the emergence of hip-hop and electronica-centric festivals like 
Sónar and Secret Solstice (even ATP Iceland drafted in Public 
Enemy this year), to an increase in visiting acts like Zebra Katz, 
Rae Sremmurd and Frank Ocean—hip-hop culture is super vis-
ible in Reykjavík.
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Get the new FREE 
Grapevine app  

Appening. For all 
events happening  

today!

The Future 

Future Brown bring their expansive, 
eclectic hip hop to Reykjavík

Of Rap

“This project was essentially 
something we did to make 
our dreams come true—a 
vocal-based album, working 
with people we were really big 
fans of, both new and old.”



TUESDAY 3rd

15:00 My Brother is Pale (DK/IS)

16:00 Margrét Arnardóttir

17:00 Hinemoa

18:00 Sam Slater (UK)

WEDNESDAY 4th

15:00 Raki

16:00 Baula (SE/IS)

17:00 Man in Between (ES)

18:00 CeaseTone

THURSDAY 5th

14:00 The Anatomy of Frank (US)

15:00 Morning Bear (US)

16:00 Svavar Knutur

17:00 Vaginaboys

FRIDAY 6th

15:00 Trilogia

16:00 Jon Cohen Experimental (CA)

17:00 Mosi Musik

18:00 Elín Dröfn Jónsdóttir

Grandagarður 2 101 Reykjavík. Open from 09:00–21:00



We specialize in trips 
to the Blue Lagoon 

(3-hour stop) 
on the way from 
or to the airport.

Cars for 4-8 passengers 

To book in advance: tel:+354 588 5522 
or on www.hreyfill.is  E-mail: tour@hreyfill.is

This month Hreyfill Taxi company 
is supporting breast cancer awareness as 

well as fund-raising breast cancer 
screening by The Icelandic Cancer Society
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Favourite place to go bananas:

Freddi has Donkey Kong, and now that I'm an adult I can finally play as 
much as I want. Skemmtigarðurinn at Smáralind mall is also surpris-
ingly fun.

Favourite place to lurk:

One of the window booths at Prikið, when no one’s there. It's nice to 
sit there and spy on the people passing by. On good days I observe—on 
bad days I judge.
 

Favourite things to eat:

Lie: The fancy lobster at Lækjarbrekka. Truth: A tortilla roll with eggs 
from the supermarket and an entire bag of chocolate covered liquorice.
 

Favourite band of the moment:

Old: Prins Póló and Plúseinn forever. New: W�$�N and Milkywhale. 

Favourite pool:

My all-time favourite pool is Laugardalslaug. It's the best place in 
Reykjavík to pretend you’re hanging out in the Soviet Union. There's 
also a saltwater hot tub, a dark tubular slide and 50 metre pool, which 
means there are fewer laps to count than in other pools.
 

Lóa From FM Belfast’s Guide  
To Some Of Her Favourites

W O R D S  BY  A N D  I LLU STR ATI O N S  LÓA  H JÁ L M T ÝS D ÓT T I R
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Osushi is a unique rest aurant in Iceland. The met  hod of dining involves snatching small 
plates from a conveyor belt. Pricing is distinguished by the color and pattern of the plate
 – most range between 230 - 440 ISK.
 
Everything off the con vey  or belt is tasty and if you don’t really fancy sushi, you can 
instead choose for ex  ample teriyaki chicken, noodle salad, tempura and desserts.
 
The vibe in Osushi is friendly and relaxed. The restaurant is located almost next 
door to Althingi (the parliament) which is in the heart of the city.

osushi.is

P ó s t h ú s s t r æ t i  1 3  /  B o r g a r t ú n i  2 9  /  R e y k j a v í k u r v e g u r  6 0  H F.  /  Te l :  5 6 1  0 5 6 2



Music takes me all kinds of places, so 
I travel a lot, playing shows and what-
not. On such trips, I often find myself 
wandering around strange new cities 
for prolonged periods of time trying 
to find a local vegan restaurant. It can 
get tough. So, to save you fellow veg-
gie people from spending too much 
time hungrily wandering the streets of 
Reykjavík, I'm gonna guide you around 
my favourite places! 

Coffee, pastries, 
sandwiches

First of all, there’s coffee and breakfast. 
To start the day, I would go to Reykja-
vík Roasters in Brautarholt, where you 
can get the best coffee (ever!) and some 
really good vegan croissants, cakes 
and sourdough bread with avocado or 
hummus. So good! And the coffee is so 
strong and tasty. 
 I also like to go to a nice little place 
called C is for Cookie. They offer these 
grilled sandwiches filled with whatev-
er you like--and if you're vegan, make 
sure to ask whether the vegan cheese 
is on offer. You can also get vegan car-
rot cake and other delicious sweet 
stuff. 

Falafel 
party goodness

On to lunch and dinner… OK, there are 
actually a lot of good places to choose 
from these days, so I'm going to have 
to name a few. If you've been partying 
like crazy all night, or if you’re just in 
the mood for a nice falafel, I heart-
ily recommend Mandi by Ingólfstorg. 
Their stuff is really, really good—if 
you're vegan, just remember to skip the 
yogurt sauce.
 If you’re into noodles, which I am, I 
advise you to enjoy a bowl at Núðluská-
lin. Their fare is yummy, spicy (if that’s 
your thing) and filling, too. Of course, 
there are also various Indian places 
around that work well for vegans, like 

Austur-Indíafélagið and Hraðlestin, 
both on Hverfisgata. The first one is a 
little fancier (and far more expensive), 
but both are really good. 
 I definitely also recommend K-bar 
on Laugavegur, where you can get a 
Korean dish called bibimbap. I'm not 
usually a big fan of deep-fried foods, 
but an order of bibimbap brings you 
rice with vegetables, kimchi and lots 
of delicious deep-fried tofu. I love it! 
 If you like sushi, check out Sake-
barinn/Sushibarinn (a pair of con-
joined restaurants on Laugavegur, 
which share owners and a menu). You 
can get nice vegetarian mix there—I 
always go for the lovely vegan mix. 
 They have a vegan burger at Kaffi 
Vest up in Vesturbær, a short walk 
from downtown. Kaffi Vest is conve-
niently close to Vesturbæjarlaug, so if 
you’re nursing one of those music fes-
tival hangovers, you can do the hot tub 
thing and then go have a burger. 
 Then, there’s this 100% vegetar-
ian place called Garðurinn on Klap-
parstígur. It’s very hippie—just like 
you’d imagine a vegetarian place 
would look and taste! 
 Last but not least is Gló, which is 
owned by a locally famous vegan/raw 
chef Sólveig Eiríksdóttir, aka Solla. 
They always have a vegetarian dish, 
soup AND a raw food meal. They also 
have chicken (booo!), but, I mean, if 
you’re going for a bite with your car-
nivorous friends, that maybe helps 
ensure that everyone’s happy. Gló also 
offers various raw sweets—they’re 
probably full of sugar, but oh so good. 
 As for beer... someone told me the 
Icelandic beer Einstök was vegan! 
I don't know (yet) what non-vegan 
things you could (or would want to) 
put in your beer, but Einstök is a nice 
beer anyway! 
 There are also a couple of nice 'veg-
etarian' food stores downtown, Góð 
Heilsa and Heilsubúðin. One is on 
the corner of Laugavegur and Klap-
parstígur, and the other lies a little bit 
further up the road, on Klapparstígur. 
 Also, you should definitely get an 

app that’s called 'Happy Cow'. It's like 
YELP, but only for vegetarian/vegan 
food. 
 So! I really hope all this helps you a 
little bit if you're feeling lost and "han-
gry" (hungry & angry)... because I'm 
that person all the time when I’m trav-
elling. At least, I am when I’m stuck 
at the gas stations on the Autobahn 
in Germany, where they only serve 
schnitzel with bread. They make me 
both “hangry” and “had” (“hungry” & 
“sad”). But once you're vegan there’s 
no way back—your only way from 
thereon is towards harmless living for 
you, the planet and, of course, the ani-
mals. Peace! <3

Addresses

Reykjavík Roasters
Kárastígur 1, 101 Reykjavík

C is for Cookie
Týsgata 8, 101 Reykjavík

Mandi
Veltusund 3b, 101 Reykjavík

Núðluskálin
Skólavörðustígur 8, 101 Reykjavík

Austur Indía
Hverfisgata 56, 101 Reykjavík

Hraðlestin
Hverfisgata 64a, 101 Reykjavík

K-bar
Laugavegur 74, 101 Reykjavík

Sakebarinn/Sushibarinn
Laugavegur 2, 101 Reykjavík

Kaffihús Vesturbæjar
Melhagi 20-22, 107 Reykjavík

Garðurinn
Klapparstígur 37, 101 Reykjavík

Góð heilsa
Njálsgata 1, 101 Reykjavík

Gló
Laugavegur 20b, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland

Being vegetarian or vegan in Iceland keeps getting easier. I’ve 
been an on-and-off vegetarian/pescatarian for ten years, but last 
year I finally took the step, and now try to live the vegan lifestyle 
as much as possible. 

1 0
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Vík Prjónsdóttir

vikprjonsdottir.com   #vikprjonsdottir

In our online store you find our warm and locally 
made collection inspired by everyday magic.

ASIAN INSPIRED GASTROPUB
KITCHEN OPEN UNTIL 23:00

HAPPY HOUR 14–19

GIN&TONIC V2
Gin | Thyme 

| Lemon | Tonic
| Homemade

siracha sauce

BEST GIN&TONIC
IN TOWN

15%
discount off

Gin&Tonic V2
with this coupon

PUBLIC HOUSE – GASTROPUB
Laugavegur 24 | #publichouse101
publichouse.is

The Sóley Guide To 
Being Vegetarian In 
Iceland



BSÍ Bus Terminal • 101 Reykjavík •   +354 580 5400 • main@re.is • www.re.is • www.flybus.is

EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK!
FAST, FREQUENT & ON SCHEDULE

BSÍ Bus Terminal
Reykjavík City

Keflavík
International Airport

Trip duration
approximately

Trip duration  
approximately  

45 minutes

Free WiFi on  
all our buses

In connection with
all arriving & departing

flights at KEF Int. Airport

Your seat is  
always guaranteed

For our very flexible schedule kindly consult our brochures or visit www.flybus.is

Free WiFiBOOK NOW at your receptionon www.flybus.is

RELAX AT

the Blue Lagoon

Reykjavík
to Blue Lagoon

09:00  
10:00 
11:00 
12:00 
13:00 
14:00 
15:00 
16:00 
17:00 
18:00 

Blue Lagoon
to Reykjavík

11:15 
12:15 
13:15 
14:15 
15:15 
16:15 
17:15 
18:15 
19:15 
21:15 

Blue Lagoon 
to KEF Airport

12:00 
13:00 
14:00 
15:00 

KEF Airport 
to Blue Lagoon

08:30 
11:30 
13:30 
15:30 
16:30 
17:30 

There is no better way to start or end your  Iceland adventure 
than by bathing in the  famous Blue Lagoon. 

Reykjavik Excursions offer great flexibility in Blue Lagoon tours.
You can either board the bus at BSÍ Bus Terminal in Reykjavík  
or at Keflavík International Airport. 

OR

BOOK NOW at your receptionon www.re.is

The symbol of cancer 
awareness for women

Reykjavik Excursions is happy to be able  
to support this good cause by sponsoring  
the Pink Ribbon in October 2015.

October is  
the month of 
the Pink Ribbon



T H E  R E Y K J A V Í K  G R A P E V I N E  I C E L A N D  A I R W A V E S  S P E C I A L12

1. Dillon
Dillon is a good bar to start the night. The 
staff is nice, and it offers the best chance 
to get laid, if you like dancing to "High-
way to Hell." 

2. Húrra
Húrra is probably the most hip place, 
with the best bar staff and the best beer 
on tap. It gets a little too crowded on 
weekends. Also, there’s no chance you’ll 
get laid there. Unless you get some, like, 
dance lessons before going on the hunt. 

3. Paloma 
This is the place everyone goes when all 
the other places are closed. They employ 
some good people, and maintain a dark 
atmosphere. If the Russian Mafia want-
ed to hang out somewhere in Reykjavík, 
they’d probably go for Paloma's base-
ment. 

4. Ölsmiðjan 
Ölsmiðjan has the cheapest beer and the 
best music (lotsa Motown and old-skool 
pop hits). There’s no dance floor though. 
Yeah, it’s a good place to start the eve-
ning. 

5. Bar 11
The dirtiest rock bar in town. It would be 
nice if they occasionally played some real 
rock music, though. But there are lots of 
rock chicks around. It’s a good place to 
get laid.

Guðmundur Úlfarsson, AKA Good Moon 
Deer, used to work as a designer here at 
the Grapevine, greatly enriching our 
little publication by lending his highly 
refined and disciplined visual aesthetic 
to our pages. When he was starting out, 
most of us were unaware that he also 

sought an outlet for his creative energy 
in music. However, upon seeing him on 
stage, the connection was astoundingly 
apparent. It’s hard to put into words, but 
Good Moon Deer’s music sounds almost 
exactly like you would imagine from ob-
serving Guðmundur's approach to design 

(he specializes in fonts). In the artist's 
hands, these two creative avenues almost 
directly mirror one another, the songs 
sometimes radiating an almost tangible 
visual quality, independent of whatever 
your eyes are trying to tell you. And this 
is entirely unrelated to the visual ele-

ments Guðmundur incorporates into his 
stage show.
 Again, it’s hard to explain. 
 Upon learning that Guðmundur was 
planning an extra ambitious Good Moon 
Deer show for this year’s Airwaves - and 
having experienced how meticulously 

he plans and prepares for each and every 
performance - we thought it would be 
interesting to offer you readers a glimpse 
into his process. So we asked him to share 
how he’s preparing for his show. And he 
sent us the above image.
 

Getting drunk is great. I, for one, love getting drunk. In fact, I’m drunk right now. Whatever. Here are five 
places you can get hammered at in Reykjavík. Stop reading. Go get hammered.

W O R D S  BY  A X EL  B J Ö R N S S O N ,  P I N K  ST R EE T  B OY

W O R D S  BY  H AU K U R  S .  M AG N Ú S S O N      C O L L AG E  BY  G O O D  M O O N  D E E R

The Pink Street Boy's Guide 
Getting Shitfaced In Reykjavík!

A Good Moon Deer Prepares



For further information check out our website www.ishestar.is, 
call +354 555 7000 or be our friend on Facebook.

Enjoy the freedom of riding

To ride an Icelandic horse in the Icelandic nature is something you have to 
experience at least once in a lifetime. Our day tours are operated all year, 
every day from our Riding Centre in Hafnarfjörður, only 15 minutes drive 
from Reykjavik. We offer a variety of shorter and longer tours for 
beginners to experienced riders.

Varma is dedicated to maintaining Icelandic tradition in developing, designing and manufacturing
quality garments and accessories from the best Icelandic wool and sheepskin shearling.

Varma is available in various tourist shops around Iceland

the timeless warmth

of Iceland
the timeless warmth

of Iceland
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Iceland Airwaves Schedule

GAMLA BÍÓ

00:10 Pink Street Boys
23:20 Æla 
22:30 Börn 
21:40 Ensími 
20:50 Sindri Eldon & the Ways 
20:00 Skelkur í bringu 

HÚRRA RVK DNB

00:00 AMIT (UK)
22:50 RVK DNB
22:20 Sturla Atlas
21:40 Vaginaboys
21:00 GKR
19:00 RVK DNB

HARPA KALDALÓN

00:20 Tonik Ensemble
23:20 Nordic Affect
22:20 FURA 
21:30 Mógil 
20:40 Rúnar Thórisson
19:50 Red Barnett

NASA

00:10 Retro Stefson 
23:00 Gísli Pálmi 
22:10 Reykjavíkurdætur
21:20 Halleluwah 
20:30 Royal
19:40 Wesen

TJARNARBÍÓ

23:20 Lucy in Blue 
22:30 Stafrænn Hákon
21:40 Hekla
20:50 VAR
20:00 Magnús Leifur
19:10 Caterpillarmen

HARPA SILFURBERG Record Records 

00:20 Agent Fresco 
23:20 Vök 
22:30 Júníus Meyvant 
21:40 Amabadama 
20:50 Axel Flóvent 
20:00 Máni Orrason 

WEDNESDAY NOV. 4TH

THURSDAY NOV 5TH

HARPA SILFURBERG Rás 2 

00:00� � Father John Misty (US)
22:30 � � Mercury Rev (US)  
21:00 � Low Roar
20:00 � Borko
19:10 � Vio 

GAUKURINN

00:20� � Meat Wave (US)
23:20� Mitski (US)
22:20� � Hinds (ES)
21:30� Just Another Snake Cult 
20:40� Bárujárn 
19:50� russian.girls
19:00� Elín Helena

REYKJAVIK ART MUSEUM

23:10� � Aurora (NO)
22:00� � Lucy Rose (UK)
21:00� Sykur 
20:00� Himbrimi
�
�
�

FRÍKIRKJAN

22:00� Agent Fresco
21:00� � Mirel Wagner (FI)
20:00� Kristín Anna 
�
�
�
�

HARPA ELDBORG

20:00�  � John Grant 
� � and the Iceland 
� � Symphony Orchestra 
�
�
�
�

GAMLA BÍÓ
�
00:20� � LA Priest (UK)
23:20� Kippi Kaninus
22:30� dj flugvél og geimskip
21:40� Mr. Silla
20:50� Berndsen
20:00� SMURJÓN 

NASA

00:00 � HAM
23:00 � � Operators (US/CA)
21:40 � Bubbi & Dimma 
20:50 � Kontinuum
20:00 � Börn 

HÚRRA Möller Records 
�
00:20 � � Formation (UK)
23:20� Futuregrapher 
22:30� Daveeth 
21:40� Gunnar Jónsson Collider 
20:50� Bistro Boy 
20:00� Mr.Signout 
19:10� Snooze Infinity 

 See the videos at:
landsbankinn.is/icelandairwaves

Landsbankinn is a proud sponsor  
of Iceland Airwaves 2015

 Axel  Flóvent 
 dj. flugvél  og geimskip
 Herra  Hnetusmjör

NOTE: THIS SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE



FRIDAY NOV. 6TH

GAUKURINN
�
01:30� Pink Street Boys 
00:30� Chastity Belt (US)
23:30� Weaves (CA) 
22:30� JoyCut (IT)
21:40� Kælan Mikla
20:50� Dad Rocks! (DK/IS)
20:00� Toneron

FRÍKIRKJAN �

22:00� � Tanya Tagaq (CA)
21:00� William Tyler (US)
20:00� Ylja 
�
�

GAMLA BÍÓ
�
01:30 � Weval (NL)
00:30 � Sisy Ey 
23:30 � Vérité (US)
22:30 � Úlfur Eldjárn
21:40 � Great Mountain Fire (BE)
20:50 � FURA 
20:00 � Stereo Hypnosis

NASA�

02:20� Intro Beats
01:20� Ho99o9 (US)
00:00 � Batida (PT)
23:00 � Fufanu 
22:00 � Braids (CA)
21:00 � Asonat
20:00 � Vaginaboys 
�
�

HÚRRA  Thule Musik

03:30� Exos 
02:30 � ohm
01:30 � Thor 
00:30 � Yamaho 
23:40� FM Belfast 
22:30� Oculus 
21:50�  � Felicita (UK)
20:30� odinn
19:40� Waage

REYKJAVIK ART MUSEUM i-D 

00:00� Skepta and JME (UK) 
22:50� Úlfur Úlfur
21:50� Gísli Pálmi 
20:50� Emmsjé Gauti 
20:00� Sturla Atlas
�
�
�

SATURDAY NOV 7TH

HARPA SILFURBERG The Line of Best Fit

01:10� GusGus
23:50� Battles (US)
22:10� Beach House (US)
21:00� Kiasmos 
20:00� Porches (US)

HARPA KALDALÓN

01:00� Gangly 
00:00� Rozi Plain (UK)
23:00 � Jack Magnet Quintet
21:40� Serengeti by President Bongo 
20:50� Andy Shauf (CA)
20:00� Skurken �
�

GAUKURINN
02:30� Endless Dark
01:30 � Beneath 
00:30 � NAH (US)
23:30� Bo Ningen (JP)
22:30� The OBGMs (CA)
21:40� Momentum + Malneirophrenia
20:50� Döpur 
20:00� Mankan

TJARNARBÍÓ
23:20 � Valdimar
22:30 � Júníus Meyvant 
21:40 � Meilyr Jones (UK)
20:50 � Epic Rain
20:00 � DALÍ 
19:10 � Grúska Babúska

FRÍKIRKJAN
22:00� Flo Morrissey (UK)
21:00� Jón Ólafsson & Futuregrapher
20:00� Holly Macve (UK) 
�

GAMLA BÍÓ
�02:30� AmabAdamA
01:30� Dikta 
00:30� Kiriyama Family
23:30� Hundred Waters (US)
22:30� Anna B Savage (UK)
21:40� kimono
20:50� dr gunni
20:00� Kælan Mikla

HÚRRA Albumm

02:30 � B-Ruff
01:30� Kött grá pje
00:30� Kero Kero Bonito (UK)
23:30� Tonik Ensemble 
22:30� Ruxpin
21:40� Dream Wife (UK/IS) 
20:50� Wesen
20:00� TRPTYCH

REYKJAVIK ART MUSEUM

0:00� Future Brown (US)
22:50� Låpsley (UK)
21:50� Young Karin
20:50� Lára Rúnars
20:00� Reykjavíkurdætur
�
�
�
�

SUNDAY NOV 8TH

GAUKURINN

00:30 Lucy in Blue 
23:30 Rythmatik 
22:30 Axel Flóvent 
21:40 Himbrimi
20:50 Máni Orrason 
20:00 Soffía Björg

VODAFONE HALL Extreme chill
UPSTAIRS
00:00 Skurken 
23:00 Stereo Hypnosis
22:00 Ruxpin
21:00 Mike Hunt
20:00 Jónas Sen
19:00 Jóhann Eríksson
18:00 Brilliantinus
17:00 Árni Vector 

VODAFONE HALL MAIN HALL

00:00 FM Belfast 
22:20  Hot Chip (UK)
21:20 Sleaford Mods (UK)
20:40 Úlfur Úlfur
20:00 Agent Fresco 
19:20 Emmsjé Gauti 
18:35 Vök 
17:50 Dj flugvél og geimskip 

HÚRRA

00:20 Cell7 
23:30 Herra Hnetusmjör
22:30 Shades of Reykjavik 
21:40 GKR
20:50 Lord Pusswhip 
20:00 Cheddy Carter 
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This year, the festival has taken yet an-
other new turn for music by announcing 
a new collaboration with the German 
arts organization Urban Nation Berlin. 
Dubbed WALLPOETRY, the project is 
series of murals based on the lyrics of 
some of the artists performing at the 
festival. With the assistance of Henný 
María Frímannsdóttir, the project is the 

brainchild of one Yasha Young, curator of 
Urban Nation. 
 Based in Berlin, the non-profit pro-
motes installation and street art amongst 
international artists. By inviting creators 
from across the globe to place and ex-
hibit their work on the walls, pillars, and 
bridges of their city, they aim to trans-
form its urban spaces. 

 One series of these works is ONE 
WALL, which aims to engage artists 
with the specific challenges of Berlin’s 
more diverse neighbourhoods. It started 
in the outer fringes of the city and is slow-
ly working its way in, “one wall at a time.” 
Collaborators on this series have ranged 
from emerging artists to design icons like 
Shepard Fairey (of Obey Propaganda and 
Obama’s “Hope” poster fame). Another 
series, M/, places murals on the walls of 
buildings under construction, acting as 
a “creative cocoon” mirroring the inner 
transformation. 
 Reykjavík’s own mural series com-
menced last year when Yasha Young at-
tended Airwaves. Thinking it would be 
an ideal place to branch out from Berlin, 
she approached festival director Grímur 
Atlason with the idea. It’s taken a year of 
planning and development to connect the 

musicians to the artists, as well as four-
teen days of fighting the wind and rain to 
install the work, but the results are here 
to stay. There are even plans to add new 
work to the collection next year.
 The work comprising WALLPO-
ETRY is as visually diverse as the music 
on which it is based and the architec-
ture which surrounds it. ELLE, an art-
ist known for her images of women and 
animals, gives us a slightly ‘Where The 
Wild Things Are’ treatment of Úlfur 
Úlfur’s “20 og eitthvað.” In her piece, a 
woman draped in wolf skin rides a wolf 
and howls at the moon. 
 Right on Laugavegur, a psychedelic, 
almost monochromatic wraparound mu-
ral by Caratoes of a Valkyriesque woman 
is styled on “Óður til móður” by Ylja. If 
the musical inspirations weren’t Icelan-
dic enough for you, British artist D*Face 

(aka Dean Stockton) has provided a Pop 
Art reinterpretation of both Agent Fresco 
and the medieval Laxdæla saga. These 
are only three of the ten new additions 
to Reykjavík’s bourgeoning street art col-
lection.
 As a part of the collaboration process, 
many of the musicians involved have 
been invited to play at the upcoming in-
auguration of the Urban Nation Museum 
in Berlin in 2017. But you don’t have to 
wait that long to appreciate the work at 
hand. It’s up and available now. The con-
cept was simple: “No entry fees no tickets 
no opening hours.” The result, however, 
is beautifully complex. 

This is not a rare opinion amongst those 
who have been exposed to Misþyrm-
ing. They are already being noticed, and 
celebrated. On September 30, it was an-
nounced that they had been chosen to 
serve as the Roadburn Festival’s 2016 
Artists in Residence, a great honour for 
any band, especially one that’s just re-
cently started making itself heard across 
the sea. 

A long time coming
I met up with Misþyrming’s drummer, 
a 28-year-old chemistry PhD student 
named Helgi Rafn Hróðmarsson, in his 

west Reykjavík flat. The place is overrun 
by Helgi’s pets: a gerbil, a parakeet, and 
three rabbits. Academic papers are scat-
tered all over the place. Helgi has been 
thinking about the prospect of his band 
becoming Roadburn’s 2016 Artist in Resi-
dence since we were talking about it this 
July, at the Eistnaflug metal festival. The 
news has finally been made public—he 
seems relieved.
 “Most of the excitement came earlier 
this year, when we were busy sorting out 
the details,” he says, “but we’ve really 
enjoyed the great feedback we’ve gotten 
from the European black metal scene and 
vote of confidence from our fans.”

Helgi tells me it was their Úlfsmessa 
(“Wolf’s Mass”) performance at Eistna-
flug that sealed the deal for Misþyrm-
ing. Part ritual, part art performance, the 
mass saw four bands from the Vánagandr 
DIY collective perform, all wearing iden-
tical black shirts and cowls that hid their 
identities. Úlfsmessa is a dark and occult 
ritual, one that the Roadburn team was 
apparently very eager to bring into their 
folds.
 As part of their residency, Misþyrm-
ing will perform three shows. First, 
there’s Algleymi (“Rapture”), where 
they’ll premiere new material. Algleymi 
is followed by a staging of Úlfsmessa. 
Then, finally, they’ll perform their highly 

revered opus, ‘Söngvar elds og óreiðu’, in 
its entirety.

Business as usual
Misþyrming are performing at Iceland 
Airwaves this year. When asked if the 
band could get excited about playing at a 
showcase festival that’s decidedly main-
stream compared to their usual haunting 
grounds, Helgi laughed. “We always aim 
to challenge ourselves and the audience, 
wherever we play,” he says, “and we’ll do 
that at Airwaves, at Roadburn, and wher-
ever else we’ll perform. We’ll always put 
everything into what we’re doing.”
 Helgi says that this will be his first 

time playing as part of the festival’s offi-
cial line-up—Misþyrming played an off-
venue show last year, and he played with 
a band called Genocide back in 2004. 
“That was the first time I saw Sólstafir, 
back when they were playing ‘Ritual of 
Fire’, and I was blown away,” he says. “I 
think the people that are interested in 
black metal and death metal will come 
and see our concert, but I don’t worry 
too much about it. We’ve got a 40-minute 
show, and we’re playing on a metal night 
with Svartidauði, Ophidian I, and more. 
It’ll be business as usual.”

You don’t usually find yourself pressed up against a rack of jaw-
droppingly expensive down coats to watch the performance of 
a Faroese electro-pop band—or sitting on your hands to keep 
them warm while a drummer improvises rhythms to accom-
pany the lilt of poetry being read in an assonant language you 
don’t understand. Those times you do, it’s at Iceland Airwaves. 
From its humble beginnings, the festival has challenged the 
traditional confines of musical performance throughout. 

Newcomers on Icelandic Black Metal Scene, Misþyrming 
(“abuse”) are glorious. They’ve managed to perfect a poison-
ous mixture of volatile compositions, nihilistic worldview, and 
a spectacular live performance. Coming across a band like 
Misþyrming is a rare occurrence—most people go their whole 
lives without finding a Misþyrming of their own.

W O R D S  BY  G R AYS O N  D EL  FA R O

P H OTO S  BY  N I K A  K R A M ER

W O R D S  BY  G A B R Í EL  B EN JA M I N

P H OTO  P R OV I D E D  BY  M I S ÞY R M I N G

Wallpoetry
A whole new kind 
of Berlin Wall

As This Planet Hurls  
Aimlessly Through The Ether, 
Misþyrming Grows Stronger



Iceland Airwaves 2015
Off-Venue Program 

4–8 November
vio
amfj
saytan
daveeth
bárujárn
bartónar m. 
godchilla m.

a & e sounds m.

davíð & hjalti
russian.girls m. 
ultraorthodox 
harry knuckles 
panos from komodo  
electric light orchestra m.

sævar markús m.

nicolas kunysz
+ more
m. Special microgroove night will be held on Saturday the 7th

W O R D S  BY  G R AYS O N  D EL  FA R O

P H OTO S  BY  N I K A  K R A M ER
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Airwaves 

Name: GKR

Band: GKR

Hometown:  Reykjavík

Genre: Rap/Hip Hop

Pre-Season: 
“A lot of people want to make music but 
never do it. I was making rhymes and 
listening to beats, but I didn’t know how 
to make a song. I reached out to NEED-
HELP, an artist I really looked up to, and 
I asked him, ‘Can I record a song with 
you?’ I didn’t know him, he just said, 
‘Okay, I usually charge, but everyone de-
serves to get one song for free.’ I didn’t 
release the song, but it was okay. I kept 
making music and bought my own mi-
crophone. It was last February, with my 
single, 'Ballin’,' that people started to re-
ally notice me.”

Awards & Achievements: 
First Icelandic Rapper To Start His Ca-
reer In Poland—Rapping In Iceland
 “I played my first gig in March at 
Prikið—actually, my first gig was in De-
cember in Poland, in front of a bunch of 
students in a culture centre. I shot my 
video for 'Hello' in Poland. After Prikið, 
though, I started opening for people, 
and the ball really started rolling. I knew 
I had to keep focused. I was finishing 
school, but then I needed to be on track 
with my music career.

 “After Prikið, I needed to know: Am I 
going to be good? I practiced so much. As 
a rapper, I’m very skilled. I practice and 
practice. I jump while I rap until I’m ex-
hausted. Performing has really increased 
my confidence, not just socially, but with 
rapping too. My voice has really started 
to develop. It’s getting stronger, and my 
raps are very clean and hard-hitting. I’m 
really satisfied with that.”

His Music:
“I want to connect with people. I want to 
connect with people who have the same 
problems I have. I know what it’s like not 
to have anyone to relate to. I didn’t relate 
to anyone musically until I heard Kid 
Cudi when I was sixteen or seventeen. It 
gave me the confidence to be who I am. 
My music is who I am and people keep 
liking it more and more. This makes me 
feel like I’m being accepted for who I am. 
Confidence is the number one thing mu-
sic has given me. It’s a friend I can trust. 
When no one is there for you, music is.”

Influences:
“When I was in  the 8th grade, I down-
loaded this ‘classic hip hop tracks’ bundle 
online. It had all these classic rappers. 
I was listening to Wu Tang and Kanye 
West. Then I heard Kid Cudi. He’s like 
my big brother.” 

Plans For The Future:
“I hope when people come to see me, 
they’ll realize that nothing really mat-
ters. I want people to escape their prob-
lems. I want to make people feel like they 
are in another world. I don’t want people 
to feel aware of themselves. I want them 
to just be who they are inside. If I’m on 
stage, and there’s a bunch of people there 
to see me, I don’t want to have to say, 
‘Dance’ to get everyone dancing. I don’t 
want them to need that acceptance from 
me on the mic. I want them to feel that 
when they come in. That’s what I want. 
I want people to be whoever they want 
to be.”

Romantic Entanglements:
“My first kiss was at NASA. It was a bad 
kiss, but it’s a great memory.”

Name: Hrafnkell Hugi Vernharðs-
son

Band: Rythmatik

Hometown:  Suðureyri in Súgan-
dafjörður, the Northern Westfjords

Genre: Rock ‘N’ Roll

Pre-Season: 
“For a long time, I was the black 
sheep of my family. I had no interest 
in music. My brother started playing 
instruments way before me, so did 
my sister. Then when I was around 
fourteen, I  really started listening to 
music, and I started thinking, ‘Play-
ing guitar would be pretty cool. I bet-
ter start practicing now.’ I figured, I 
wouldn’t get any better by starting 
later, so I started practicing. I was 
too impatient to learn other people’s 
songs, so I made my own.”

Awards & Achievements: 
Winner of the 33rd Annual Battle Of 
The Bands (Músíktilraunir)
 “My brother wanted to do a proj-
ect with me, and for a long time we 
would just play together on a couple 
of acoustic guitars—struggling to 
get a band going. Most of the people 
who’d play with us would only do so 
as a favour. They weren’t interested 
in being in a band with us. We finally 
managed to put a band together a few 

months before Músíktilraunir, the 
Battle of the Bands, in 2014. We prac-
ticed a lot. We crashed and burned.
 “Even though we weren’t success-
ful, it gave us the drive to keep going. 
We felt so motivated afterwards that 
we practiced nearly every day for the 
next year, signed up for the competi-
tion again… and we won.
 “I was way more nervous the sec-
ond time around. We practiced so 
much, and if we didn't get through 
to the finals, it would be all this hard 
work with the exact same outcome.”

His Music:
“I would like to say easy listening mu-
sic, but there is probably music that 
is easier to listen to than ours. We’re 
just an old-fashioned rock band. I 
wouldn’t dare to say we’re breaking 
new ground or anything like that. We 
just want to make music like what we 
listen to and are inspired by.”

Influences:
“Big Country, The Smiths, The Char-
latans, Britpop… anything in my 
dad’s record collection.” 

Plans For The Future:
“We couldn’t keep driving the six 
hours back and forth from Suðurey-
ri, and we kept getting offers to play 
more and more gigs, so we decided to 
move to Reykjavík. We really want-
ed to use this year, after winning, 

and devote all of our energy into the 
band. We’re really enjoying this op-
portunity, getting to play our music 
for scores of different people at all 
these shows, connecting with audi-
ences and ourselves. Next year, we 
won’t be this year’s winner: we’ll be 
last year’s winner.
 “I moved away from home. I'm a 
kid. I used to come to Reykjavík with 
my parents on a vacation trip—going 
to the movies and out to eat. I never 
experienced living in the city. I feel 
like I’ve grown up a lot this sum-
mer. The silver lining is that living 
in Reykjavík has made me appreci-
ate my family and home a lot more. 
I never thought I would miss it this 
much.”

Romantic Entanglements:
“Some of us had girlfriends back 
home, but that worked in my favour. 
My girlfriend is a year older than me, 
and when she finished high school 
she was going to move to Reykjavík 
and leave me behind. I had to finish 
high school before joining her. But 
this Músíktilraunir thing led to me 
moving here before her. I moved here 
at the beginning of summer, and she 
came in the fall for school. That was 
hard. I was alone in a new city, and I 
really missed her.”

Rythmatik’s EP is set to be released 
in mid-October. 

Rookie Cards

I NTE RV I E W  BY  YO R K  U N D ER W O O D



Airwaves 
WEDNESDAY 4TH

16:00 - Vagina Boys  

17:00 - Of Minor Reflection 
18:00 - Daveeth

19:00 - Úlfur Úlfur

THURSDAY 5TH - Stelpur Rokka

15:15 - Bláskjár

16:00 - Rauður

16:45 - Börn

17:30 - East of My Youth

18:15 - Dream Wife

19:00 - Tuff Love

FRIDAY 6TH

16:00 - DJ Flugvél og Geimskip 

17:00 - Mr. Silla

18:00 - Emmsjé Gauti

19:00 - Futuregrapher

SATURDAY 7TH

13:00 - Moonbow

14:00 - Antimony

15:00 - Fura

16:00 - Máni Orrason

17:00 - Reykjavíkurdætur 

18:00 - SUMAR STELPUR

19:00 - Miri

SUNDAY 8TH

16:00 - Revenge of Calculon

17:00 - Par Ðar

18:00 - Sam Slater

19:00 - Elín Dröfn Jónsdóttir

FREE CONCERTS • FREE CONCERTS • FREE CONCERTS • FREE CONCERTS • 

• Loft Hostel • Bankastræti 7 • 101 Reykjavík •

ICELAND AIRWAVES ‘15

OFF-VENUE @ LOFT HOSTEL

Rookie Cards
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But Úlfur is actually about to embark on a 
journey of another kind. He’s arriving for 
the final rehearsal—and imminent pre-
miere—of his newest musical work, 'The 
Aristókrasía Project’, an ambitious piece 
that blends together synths, vocoder and 
string arrangements, covering themes 
including utopia, AI, futuristic societies 
and space travel.
 “We’ll be playing tonight in front of a 
space movie called ‘First Orbit’,” says Úl-
fur. "It was shot by an astronaut, in space. 
It’s a remake of the original trip that Yuri 
Gagarin went on—the same orbit—but a 
modern-day version, with an HD cam-
era. I’ll perform the whole record and 
show the film. It should feel like a real 
journey.”

Space is lonely and scary

“One of the songs is actually about Yuri 
Gagarin,” he continues, “and his expe-
rience of being the first person to enter 
space and see the Earth from above. 
Yuri has a vision—he sees how beautiful 
the Earth is, and it’s amazing. But at the 
same time—you can’t really get any more 
lonely than that. So on one level he’s ex-
periencing what he’s saying—he’s on this 
incredible trip. But on another level, he 
must have felt really lonely. And scared, 
maybe.”
 It was a journey in itself for Úlfur to 
create 'The Aristókrasía Project’, which 
brings together many of his interests 
from within and outside of the musical 
sphere. "The songs and the ideas have 
been floating around each other for some 
time,” he explains. "It’s not so much a 
story—it’s more fragmented than that—
but it has an aesthetic. It’s a collection of 
interrelated things—space travel, utopian 
visions of the future, and some nostalgia 
and regret. There’s a melancholic under-
tone. 'Victory of the human spirit’ stories 

always carry a certain melancholy. Just 
like every technological breakthrough 
has unforeseen side effects.”

The future ain’t what it 
used to be

Úlfur has long been interested in old sci-
ence fiction—prior generations’ articula-
tions of what the future might be like. I 
wonder if, as we slowly pass iconic sci-fi 
dates—1984, 2001, and now the October 
2015 of ‘Back To The Future II’—retrofu-
turism becomes melancholic by nature. 
These famous utopias, odysseys and dys-
topias are not how our world turned out. 
We still have no flying cars.

 “We’re now experiencing a complete-
ly technological society, but it works in 
a completely different way than anyone 
imagined,” agrees Úlfur. “When you’re 
imagining some future terror or enter-
taining idealistic ideas about a future so-
ciety, you can never imagine how random 
it will be, and how it will feed into a mass 
culture. Think about all the amazing 
computers we have that are working on 
such small and silly little things… that’s 
actually something else I’m interested in. 
The emotions of machines. We already 
have a very complicated emotional rela-
tionship with the gadgets and technolo-
gies and algorithms around us. The ques-
tion I have, although we tell ourselves it’s 

silly, is: What are the machines experi-
encing? Do they have emotions? Are they 
being done justice, terminally relegated 
to the giving end of the relationship?”

Metal machine music

With this in mind, Úlfur has been work-
ing on giving computers a more fulfilling 
role. His “Infinite String Quartet”—un-
veiled during DesignMarch earlier in 
2015—allowed users to spontaneously 
compose music by moving different co-
loured blobs around a 3D grid.
 “I wanted to make avant-garde com-
position an experience for anyone, using 
this interface,” he says. “People from any 
musical background could really get into 
some of those elements without even 
thinking about it. They got to experience 
this music without the framework of go-
ing to a serious classical music concert. 
With ‘The Aristókrasía Project’ I’m prob-
ably doing it the other way around. The 
music is fairly accessible, and I allowed 
myself to become emotional—even tacky, 
at times. I tried to do it with my heart, 
and with honesty. By doing that, I crossed 
some boundaries. I decided not to think 
about if I was making pop, or classical, or 
avant-garde, or a film score.”
 The results became all of those 
things, and more. “There’s a whole wave 
of these crossover projects happening 
now,” enthuses Úlfur. “The string quartet 
that plays with me work on such a diverse 
range of projects—they’re busy classical 
musicians, but they’re also working with 
everything from Ben Frost noise pieces to 
complete pop music, and they’re leading 
players in scholarly avant-garde music. 
In this project, I mix bold synth sound-
scapes with that world. Some of these 
songs are completely over the top—even 
I think that. And because they are, I feel 
a certain kind of freedom. I don’t have 
to worry about being cool, or being cor-
rect. It’s serious work… but it also comes 
across as a little naive maybe. In a good 
way.”
 

KÓP-PNX

Like everything else, punk came late to 
Iceland. In the very late ‘70s, a small scene 
had formed in Kópavogur, converging 
around a band called Fræbbblarnir (still 
going strong!). As legend has it, Iceland’s 
very first punk was one Eimear Ron 
Benediktsson, later of the Sugarcubes. 
The famous Björk was also around at 
the time, along with a young mayor-to-
be called Jón Gnarr. As the Smekkleysa 
crew were busy forming their plans for 
eventual world domination, Bubbi spent 
most of the preceding decade as an er-
rant worker. As the punks inflated their 
bubble, Bubbi worked at a Reykjavík fish-
ery called Ísbjörninn (“The Polar Bear”), 
where he laboured alongside the Ameri-
can-born Pollock Brothers.
 Bubbi decided to put his savings to-
wards recording an album, and he draft-
ed in the Pollocks to play guitar for the 
band that would promote it. This gave 
us the seminal album ‘Ísbjarnarblús’, the 
legendary band Utangarðsmenn (“The 
Outsiders”) and an entire sub-genre 
called “Gúanó-rokk” (unlike most of the 
rest of the world, people in the Westfjords 
use “gúanó” to refer to fish innards rather 
than bird shit). Despite being almost a 
decade older than the upcoming genera-
tion of punks, and playing a loud form of 
blues-rock rather than pure punk, Utan-
garðsmenn’s proletarian authenticity 
quickly conquered the punk scene and 
turned it into a national phenomenon. 

From addict to acoustic

Utangarðsmenn’s first album, ‘Geislav-
irkir’, did equally well, spawning a Bubbi-
mania across the country. High on their 
success, Utangarðsmenn made a failed 
attempt to conquer Scandinavia before 
promptly breaking up. By the time direc-
tor Friðrik Þór Friðriksson had started 
filming his legendary documentary on 
Iceland’s punk scene, ‘Rokk í Reykjavik’, 
Bubbi had formed a new group, Ego. Ice-
land’s #1 star wound up hogged the lion’s 
share of the screentime, despite being up-
staged by a teenaged Björk on the poster. 
 Ego eventually dissolved, but Bubbi’s 
success-train kept-a-rolling. So he Bubbi 
formed a new rock band, Das Kapital, 
did mountains of cocaine, tried his luck 
in Hollywood, did lots more cocaine. 
Things turned bad, and when simply 

applying more cocaine didn’t make any-
thing better, Bubbi headed home for the 
mandatory rehab stint. Through it all, 
he remained insanely popular. Indeed, 
his first post-rehab album, the acoustic 
‘Kona’ (“Woman”) from 1985, became his 
biggest selling work to date.     

Bubbi’s long reign

For the rest of the ‘80s, Bubbi was the 
undisputed king of Icelandic rock ‘n’ roll. 
His albums were the biggest sellers every 
Christmas, the go-to gift for folks who 
didn’t know what to get someone. He 
mostly abandoned his wild man image, 
slowly assuming the role of “thoughtful 
troubadour,” tirelessly touring the coun-
try, singing sad songs about the common 
man’s plight. In 1990, his biography was 
Iceland’s best selling book, while his al-
bum ‘Sögur af landi’ (“Stories From The 
Countryside”) was the island’s best sell-
ing album. 
 Bubbi reigned supreme. 
 He retained his remarkable hold 
on the spotlight, always managing to 
refresh the public’s interest by doing 
stuff like “travelling to Cuba to record a 
Latin-infused album” and “assembling 
a supergroup of old Icelandic pop stars.” 
The old fox. Fearing hip hop would in-
vade Iceland and knock him down, Bubbi 
even took to donning an “X” inscribed 
baseball cap and recording a hip hop in-
fluenced album (seriously). 
 It kept working, too. 
 Since the ‘90s, Bubbi has lived quite 
the life. He’s been a reality TV show pan-
ellist. He had his own reality TV show. 
He married a beauty queen. Released a 
bunch of albums. Fished. Wrote songs. 
Changed his mind, frequently and loudly.
 Forever reinventing himself, forever 
keeping Icelanders engaged, and enter-
tained. Forever mirroring the national 
consciousness, for good and bad. 
 Bubbi is playing Airwaves this year, 
offering yet another iteration of him-
self. He is now Metal Bubbi, who per-
forms metal versions of his hits backed 
by a tough looking bunch of metalheads 
(they’re called Dimma, and they’re one of 
Iceland’s most popular rock bands at the 
moment). 
 Go check him out. He is, at the very 
least, guaranteed to entertain. 

Smartly dressed, long-bearded, bespectacled Icelandic com-
poser Úlfur Eldjarn bustles into Harpa’s cafe, dodging cus-
tomers and pushing a trolley piled high with flight cases and 
topped with a glittering silver snare drum. He’s in a rush, and 
stops to catch his breath, grinning mischievously as he notices 
the easy-listening muzak playing over the sound system. “I feel 
like I’m in an airport,” he smiles.

If tasked with introducing foreigners to Bubbi Morthens, your 
average rockist Icelander might attempt to describe him as 
“the Bruce Springsteen of Iceland” That, however, would be a 
gross understatement. If you wanted to somewhat accurately 
relate Bubbi’s stature in Icelandic culture to an outsider, you’d 
have to throw both Johnny Rotten and Simon Cowell into the 
mix—you should probably add a dash of Gene Simmons and a 
sprinkling of Burt Reynolds for good measure. And it all started 
with punk rock. 

W O R D S  BY  J O H N  R O G ER S

W O R D S  BY  VA LU R  G U N N A R S S O NÚlfur
     Eldjárn 

Plays Gamla Bíó On Friday 
November 6th at 22:30

Meet Bubbi, Iceland’s 
Chameleon King Of 
Rock’n’Roll 

“I allowed myself to become 
emotional in this project—
even tacky, at times. I tried 
to do it with my heart, and 
with honesty. And by doing 
that, I crossed some bound-
aries.”
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A Rush of Blood 
To Your Genitals

 “Vaginaboys Producer” 
speaks!

You don’t want to reveal your 
name. What should I call you, for 
the purposes of this interview?

Just call me Vaginaboys Producer.

You’re not the singer?
Yes I am—I sing and produce, then I get 
other people to perform, mix and master 
the music with me. 

I was under the impression that 
there were only two of you. How 
many Vaginaboys are there?

The core group consists of four people. 

The power of random 
YouTube browsing

“Elskan af því bara” blew up all 
of the sudden this spring, but the 
tune had been laying dormant 
on YouTube for almost a year by 
then. Why do you think it sud-
denly caught people’s ears? 

I only uploaded the song to YouTube for 
storage. It wasn’t supposed to go any-
where—I didn’t post it to Facebook or tell 
anyone about it. For some reason, it start-
ed making the rounds all of the sudden. 
Sin Fang picked up on it, and then Emms-
jé Gauti, and Gísli Pálmi were hitting us 
up… and the song just kept spreading, 
rousing people’s interests. At one point, 
we heard there was a Facebook group 
dedicated to uncovering our identities. 
As our play-count kept stacking up, we 
eventually started to put lot more energy 
into the project. 

So your popularity is likely the 
result someone’s random You-
Tube browsing? 

I guess so. 

When you hit the scene, some 
speculated that you were some 
kind of supergroup, hence the 
masks and hidden identities. Are 
you some kind of supergroup? 
Why the anonymity?

I am not allowed to comment on that. 
Furthermore, we believe that the myste-
rious is sexier than the obvious. 

Vaginaboys, vaginagirls 

You perform in white masks, 
that sort of look like those old 
opera masks. Is there a reason 
you chose that particular type of 
mask?

It was really a last-minute decision before 
our first gig. We had bought some white 
masks to wear to the show, but when 
we put them on we discovered that we 
couldn’t really breathe. So we cut off the 
bottom half. After the Sin Fang show, we 
were sweaty and gross. The tiny nose slits 
didn’t really facilitate breathing either, so 
we expanded them.

Why the name, Vaginaboys?
Because it’s an obvious contradiction. 
I noticed the term was being used in a 
derogatory manner in hnakki circles 
[“hnakkar” are Iceland’s version of 
“brahs”] and found that to be really sad. 
Why should having a vagina be a negative 
thing? Don't we all come out of a vagina? 
In that sense, all of us humans are vag-
inaboys and vaginagirls. I thought it was 
paradoxical—if people start thinking our 

band is cool, maybe being thought of as a 
vaginaboy will become a positive thing. 

Real men

Do you consider yourselves part 
of the current wave of nu-R&B, 
where male artists like Frank 
Ocean and The Weeknd actively 
work to subvert traditional ideas 
of masculinity? 

I like to think so. It’s just a manifestation 
of the ongoing anti-machismo movement 
that seeks to deconstruct typical ideas of 
“manliness.” You don’t have to be macho 
to be a “real” man—men think about love 
just as much as women do. I like to ex-
press myself in music through this filter. 

Who are some of your biggest 
influences?

The Strokes and Spooky Black come to 
mind, as does the sincere aura espoused 
by artists like dj. flugvél og geimskip and 
Agent Fresco. To name a few.

Are you working on an LP?
We’re releasing our first official single 
on Spotify, iTunes and such places very 
soon—however, we’ve stockpiled so 
much material that it’s hard to choose 
what to master and release. We have to 
find the right time to work on it, and pick 
the best of what we have to put out there.

What can we expect from you at 
Airwaves?

Our show will be bigger and grander than 
anything we’ve done before. We hired a 
stylist. We’ll have nine people on stage. 
We’re going all in for this one. Prepare 
for heart-warming sensual vibes, goose-
bumps and a rush of blood flowing to 
your genital area. 

Any final thoughts?
See us at Airwaves, listen to our tunes 
on Soundcloud. Also, you should check 
out an Airwaves party/art show that’ll 
go down at Járnbraut 1, at Grandi, on 
November 4 and 5. We’ll be premiering a 
brand new music video there.

It was just spring that Vaginaboys burst onto the scene from out 
of nowhere. All of the sudden, their breakout hit “Elskan af því 
bara” (“Baby Just Because”) started spreading across Icelandic so-
cial media circles at an alarming rate. No one had a clue who they 
were, but everyone fell in love all the same, their unique brand 
of ice-cold, sexy 808 auto-tuned R’n’B resonating in hip-hop and 
indie circles alike. The ‘boys made their stage show opening up for 
Sin Fang in May, and they’ve barely let up since, releasing a steady 
trickle of new material through their Soundcloud, performing 
shows all over town, all the while successfully managing to keep 
their true identities under wraps. I met up with one of Vaginaboys’ 
members (heh) for a chat about manhood, dealing with newfound 
popularity and masked performances. 
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Arriving to interview a musician I’ve 
never heard of, I feel stupid and out 
of touch. We start talking, and I’m 
relieved to learn that my Auður ig-
norance is absolutely justified. How 
could I—or anyone for that matter—
possibly have heard of Auður? He has 
never played a show, or released so 
much as a demo. He has no Soundcloud 
account, no YouTube channel, and no 
social media presence—he doesn’t 
even own a smartphone. Why is this 
guy even being featured, I wonder.  
 Auður plays me a song that just 
came back from mastering. Curious 
and frustrated, I listen intently, and 
almost immediately understand why 
Auður is slated to make his stage de-
but at a coveted Iceland Airwaves slot, 
why he’s on the cover of this magazine, 
and why I’m about to interview him. 
 Because, it’s great. That Auður, he’s 
great.
 The song is called “Both Eyes On 
You.” It is ultra-current, featuring a 
gripping R&B melody that elegantly 
cuts through the immaculately pro-
duced soundscape, all dark and velvety 
smooth. Auður croons over it all, in a 
voice that’s simultaneously command-
ing and vulnerable. The sound is pro-
fessional, slick and international—as if 
it’s been honed through years of expe-
rience and development. 
 Sinking into the melody, I find it 
hard to fathom that this music could 
be the product of the lanky 22-year-old 
who’s standing in front of me.
 I quickly come up with some ques-
tions.

Something right 

So, who is this Auður? 
Auður is my artist name, it’s the name 
of the project I’m going forward with 
and will be premiering at Airwaves. It’s 
modern music, it’s 2016 music, and I’m 
immensely excited to launch it into the 
world!

You haven’t released a song, nor 
played a concert before—how 
come you’re occupying one of Ice-
land Airwaves’s coveted slots?

A buzz has been building around my 
music recently, since I began playing 
it to a select group of people, some of 
whom are in the music business. Also, 
getting admitted into the Red Bull Mu-
sic Academy helped me a lot. When 
people in Berlin and Paris pay attention 
to your work, you’re doing something 
right.  

Wait a minute. What’s the Red 
Bull Music Academy, how did you 
get into it, and what does it mean 
for your career?

It’s a music academy that’s sponsored 
by Red Bull. Earlier this year, I sent 
in an application—along with about 
5,000 other artists—and was fortunate 
enough to be one of the twenty that 
were admitted. Right after Airwaves, 
I’ll be spending two weeks in Paris, 
composing music with fellow students, 
working on my own stuff and perform-
ing at some very hip venues. [Some later 
Googling informs me that the acad-
emy’s alumni includes folks like cosmic 
electro wizard Flying Lotus, superstar 

DJ Nina Kravitz, maximalist producer 
Hudson Mohawke and soul singer ex-
traordinaire Aloe Blacc.]

James Blake  
changed my life! 

What’s your background in 
music?

I come from a hardcore/noise-rock back-
ground, and have played with bands like 
In The Company Of Men. I also studied 
advanced jazz guitar at FÍH [the presti-
gious Musicians’ Union’s music school].  

How come you abandoned hard-
core and jazz guitar for modern 
R&B?

I think it’s somewhat related to a real-
ization I had while in MR college. After 
a while, it dawned on me that all the hip, 
cute girls in my class were listening to 
all this cool electronic music. As a result, 
I decided to attend Sónar 2013, where 
came across a few artists that really 
opened my eyes. James Blake, especially, 
was a huge inspiration. His set at Sónar 
changed my life.
 Playing in rock bands, I was con-
stantly arranging for the others, setting 
notes up in a computer programme to 
map out all the different instruments. 
That aroused the perfectionist in me, and 
made me want to gain total control over 
every instrument.
 So, yeah. The infinite possibilities 
granted by modern music software, com-
bined with the influence of hip, pretty 
girls, put me on this path that I’m on, and 
ultimately led me to make the kind of mu-
sic you’ll be hearing from Auður. 

Young&Fresh

You’ve recently produced the 
song “Strákarnir okkar” (“Our 
Boys”) for rapper Emmsjé Gauti. 
Is that something your looking to 

do more of?
Definitely. I made two other songs with 
Emmsjé, which will probably appear on 
his next album. I’ve also done production 
work for a few other artists, although I 
can’t quite drop any names just yet.

Which rappers would you say 
are your dream collaborators, 
Icelandic and international? 

I just spoke with [other cover star] GKR 
earlier today, and we talked about work-
ing together. I’m very excited about that—
he’s young and fresh, and I like to believe 
that I’m young and fresh, too. Something 
great could come out of that. For foreign 
rappers, it’s Ty Dolla $ign—he’s got a 
smooth and melodic flow, and his hair 
looks great. 

A scene seems to be blossoming, 
here and abroad, that’s equal 
parts masculine and feminine 
in terms of both lyrical content 
and execution. You could call it 
something like “nu R&B male-
wave,” and place artists like 
Drake, Frank Ocean and Weeknd 
under that banner—with guys 
like Sturla Atlas and Uni Stefson 
representing on the Iceland 
front. Does this ring true to you? 
And, if so, do you identify with 
that wave? 

In some ways, yes. I find it interesting that 
you describe it as simultaneously mascu-
line and feminine, because that’s actually 
the whole point of my artist name, Auður 
[an Icelandic female name]. My real name 
is Auðunn, a male name that should be a 
female one, but I assume a female name 
that really should be a male name [in Ice-
landic, the ending -ur is usually reserved 
for male names, and the ending -unn is 
generally a female one]. 
 I do look up to many of the artists you 
named, and I can see how my music could 
be considered part of that scene. Howev-
er, I also like to think that I have my own 
unique voice. 

In less than a month, Auður, aka Auðunn Lúthersson, will 
make his stage debut at Iceland Airwaves. Auður made his 
print media debut in this very issue, which also marks his de-
but appearance on a magazine cover. Auður has yet to release a 
single song, or play a single show. And yet, here we are. 

I NTE RV I E W  BY  DAV Í Ð  R OAC H

Auður Is What 
Happens When You 
Combine Hip, Pretty 
Girls With Modern 
Music-Making Software 
And, it’s pretty great

The Börn Guide To 
The Cheapskate’s  

Airwaves

WORDS BY 

FANNAR ÖRN KARLSSON 

OK, so you've spent most of your mon-
ey on studs, glue, Rudimentary Peni re-
issues (those don't go for punk prices, 
do they?) and renewing your MRR sub-
scription. But, yikes! Iceland Airwaves 
is coming up, and you can't afford a 
ticket. Yet, you find yourself stuck in 
shitty Reykjavik, with some extremely 
limited options. Now, personally, I’d 
advise you to just stay at home, order 
in some pizza and listen to Discharge's 
'Realities Of War' over and over. But, 
then, you're maybe one of those types 
of people who enjoys going out. To 
each his own, I guess.
 Anyway, being flat broke and ticket-
less shouldn't stop you from having a 
fine time at Airwaves if you absolutely 
insist on leaving your apartment. As al-
ways, Airwaves week means every little 
mitten shop in downtown Reykjavík will 
try its hand at hosting an off-venue pro-
gramme, and those shows are always 
totally free to enjoy, and often pretty 
great. I haven't really come across an 
off-venue schedule yet, but I'm guess-
ing you'll be able to catch most of the 
best local bands in some shape or 
form, playing for free at one crappy bar 
or another. 
 I do know, however, that the lo-
cal Girls Rock camp is curating the 
off-venue schedule at Loft Hostel on 
Thursday, November 5. So, that should 
be good. Go there. Also, local weirdos 
Ronja Records are staging a show at 
Lucky Records on Sunday, November, 
8. Þórir Georg will be playing, along with 
Kvöl, Börn, Antimony and I think maybe 
Döpur. At least I hope Döpur will play. I 
love that band.
 But maybe you don't give a fuck 
about local bands. None of them are 
gonna do Millions of Dead Cops covers, 
so who cares, right? Well, if you'd like to 
see a bunch of badass women on roller 
skates crushing each other, you could 
take the bus into Pink Street Boys' 
turf (a.k.a. Kópavogur) on Saturday, 
November 7, where local roller derby 
heroes Ragnarök will go head-to-head 
with the Brighton Rockers. Follow Roll-
er Derby Iceland on Facebook for more 
info.
 You could also start an amazing 
hardcore band with your friends, find 
some weird spot where you can stage a 
show called "Fokk Airwaves” or some-
thing, and call out all of us poseurs for 
playing the festival in between songs. I'd 
like to say that I'd show up for that but, 
to be honest, I'll probably be at home, 
eating pizza, listening to Discharge.
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Stofan Café (The Living room Café) is lo-
cated in the heart of Reykjavik, in one of 
the city's oldest houses, built in 1842. Sto-
fan Cafe offers quality coffee from India, 
E.Africa and Latin America. Also, great 
local beers plus a selection of fine wine 
and spirits. The mood could be described 
as: relaxed, homey, comforting with a 
twist of Icelandic eclecticism. Come enjoy 
one of our comfy sofa's with good music 
 sometimes provided by live musicians and 
DJs  by candlelight.

Konsúll café and bar is in down town cen-
ter of Reykjavík. This old charming coffee 
house is in one of the oldest house in Reyk-
javík built in 1881 perfectly located in the 
end of the shopping street by the Ingólfstorg 
square. It has old furniture with a uniquely 
homey chintzy feel to it. We serve all sorts 
of coffee and teas homemade cakes and a 
good selection of wine and  local bears on 
draft. We are open 09:00am  01:00am and 
we have Happy hour from 16: 20 every day. 
Free Wi Fi.

Advertisement
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Solon Bistro offers a central location, great 
food and has wonderful off venue music 
performed mostly by Icelandic female art-
ists. This place offers a wide selection of 
beers, spirits, cocktails and wines as well 
as non -alcoholic drinks like juices, soft 
drinks and coffees and teas. Solon Bistro 
is always cheerful, exciting and relaxed 
with a lot of people including the locals as 
well as foreigners. Welcome!

Situated in the heart of Reykjavik, the 
main shopping street in Iceland you’ll 
find the famous whiskey bar Dillon.The 
beautiful wooden house provides a cozy 
atmosphere where you can enjoy local 
spirits and beers on draft or bottle. We 
specialize fine whiskey with over 100 
different brands. Being one of the oldest 
and most well known rock music venue 
in town the bar is a watering hole for 
local and foreign musicians alike, and 
there is live music every weekend with 
no cover charge. 

Café Babalú is something of a hidden 
gem of a café and serves as a perfect all 
day hangout located in an orange house 
just by the Hallgrímskirkja church. The 
quirky interior and friendly staff will make 
you feel right at home and the reason-
ably priced food is highly recommended. 
Whether you like a beer, tea, coffee or 
meat soup, Café Babalú is happy to sat-
isfy your needs.

Bravó is a cozy little bar in the heart of 
town on the main shopping street of 
Reykjavík, Laugavegur 22. Bravó serves a 
great selection of local beers on draft and 
in bottles, plus house wines and cock-
tails. Our food menu is simple; We serve 
the heartwarming Icelandic Meat soup 
w/bread & butter, and also nachos w/
cheese and salsa, coffee, tea, snacks and 
cakes. Bravó has a friendly atmosphere 
where everyone is welcome, and sure to 
come back again and again. Each night 
has got something special going on and 
from 22:00 a DJ comes along to finish the 
night in style.

Vinyl Kaffi is a new bar /café and record 
shop located in the newly renovated Hver-
fisgata, parallel to main shopping street 
Laugavegur. The focus is food, wine and 
vinyl, offering light food and aperitivo. The 
vinyl store offers selected electronica, vin-
tage grooves  and classic albums.  DJs and 
live performances at night. Drop by for a 
drink, food and smooth sounds.  Sjáumst!

Welcome to Íslenski barinn (The Icelan-
dic Bar) – Icelandic through and through. 
This bar has the best selection of Icelandic 
beers and spirits in the WORLD. The menu 
consists of some traditional Icelandic 
dishes, with a twist, along with unusually 
good burger meals and other gastropub 
food. The atmosphere is like a pub should 
be, relaxed and comfortable.  Íslenski bar-
inn will host several off venue concerts at 
Iceland Airwaves and the theme is ... well 
Icelandic of course.

Boston is the direct descendant of the leg-
endary bar Sirkus, which was frequented 
by Björk and redefined partying and in-
tense fun in Reykjavík and the island as  
a whole. Boston has the same general at-
titude. It also has a great selection of Ice-
landic beer and beverages (with happy 
hour everyday), including some rather 
epic cocktails, talented musicians and DJs 
playing regularly, and a large patio with 
heaters. Yes, heaters. So you can enjoy a 
good drink and Icelandic snacks with free-
spirited locals and wanderers looking for 
a unique experience while being warm  
in Iceland.

American Bar captures the American spir-
it. With a unique selection of beer and a 
simple yet delicious menu, this bar comes 
as a must visit when in Reykjavik. Live mu-
sic every night brings the right atmosphere 
and if you want to shake it up a bit you 
can hit the dance floor and dance into 
the crazy Reykjavik night. There are also 
Big HD screens and TVs in every corner to 
make sure that you will not miss out on the 
action in the NFL, NBA or English Premier 
league. With more than 50 different kinds 
of beer you will be sure to find the beer 
that suits your taste.

Sólon Café

Dillon Café Babalú

Íslenski Barinn

Bravó

Stofan Café

Konsúll

Kaffi Vinyl

Boston

American Bar

Bankastræti 7a
www.facebook.com/solonbistro

Laugavegur 30
www.facebook.com/DillonWhiskeyBar

Skólavörðustígur 22
www.babalu.is

Ingólfsstræti 1a
www.facebook.com/islenski

Laugavegur 22
www.facebook.com/bravolaugavegi

Vesturgata 3
www.facebook.com/stofan.cafe

Nestled in a refurbished fishing hut in 
the newly flourishing area of Grandi, The 
Coocoo’s Nest is a cosy and airy cafe, of-
fering California casual brunch, lunch, and 
dinner, with an Italian twist. With large 
windows and light wood throughout, this is 
perfect for a lazy Saturday get together or 
an afternoon ‘aperitivo’ after work. If you 
are in that part of town, head over for a 
warm up.

Coocoo's Nest

Grandagarður 23
www.coocoosnest.is

Aðalstræti 7

Hverfisgata 76

Laugarvegur 28B
www.facebook.com/boston.reykjavik

Austurstræti 8–10
www.facebook.com/AmericanBarIceland

Family  run café with a charming view over 
the old harbour. Delicious cups of special-
ly imported Italian coffee and homemade 
cakes. Try the seafood soup for lunch and 
blend in with the locals. Happy hour daily 
from 3 to 5.

Café Retro

Grandagarður 14
www.facebook.com/Cafe-Retro-Kaffi-
Retro-156975251109730

Bar Hopping Map





Icelandair is a proud founding sponsor of the Iceland Airwaves music festival. First held in an aircraft hangar in Reykjavík, 
the festival has since become one of the world’s premier annual showcases for new music. Rolling Stone magazine has 
described Iceland Airwaves as the „hippest long weekend on the annual music-festival calendar“.

Icelandair is a founding sponsor of Iceland Airwaves.
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BRINGING ICELANDIC MUSIC 
TO THE WORLD


