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ICELANDROVERS.IS - icelandrovers@icelandrovers.is - Tel: +354 587 9999
or visit the ITM INFORMATION AND BOOKING CENTER, 
Bankastræti 2 - Downtown, Reykjavík

SUPER JEEP ADVENTURES 

SUPER JEEP TOURS THROUGH 
MAGNIFICENT LANDSCAPE  

MAKE EVERY MOMENT AN EXPERIENCE

Sp
ö

r eh
f.

AND OTHER EXCITING DAY TOURS

MOUNTAINGUIDES.IS 
mountainguides@mountainguides.is
Tel: +354 587 9999

EASY AND ACCESSIBLE FOR EVERYONE 

or visit the ITM INFORMATION AND BOOKING CENTER, 
Bankastræti 2 - Downtown, Reykjavík

Sp
ö

r 
eh

f.

GLACIER WALKS 

Icelandair Pioneer 
Award 2006

For designing and 
developing Glacier Walks.

For education and continuous 
training of guides.

For environmental policy 
and awareness.

For innovation and 
development of Glacier Walks. Scan QR code to locate ITM

MAKE SURE IT’S MOUNTAIN GUIDES

AND OTHER EXCITING DAY TOURS

Check out our New Tour 
Golden Circle and Glacier Walk

From 6.300 ISK.

Check out our New Super Jeep Tour 
Fimmvörðuháls Volcano 



WELCOME CARD
See more and save more 
when visiting Reykjavík. 
Free admissions and discounts 
off tours, shopping and services 
for 24, 48 or 72 hours.
Great value for money.

The Welcome Card can 
be purchased at:
The Centre, major hotels, museums,
tourist information centres and 
Hlemmur and BSÍ bus stations.

WELCOME CARD2009 - 2010

48

INCLUDING CITY BUS TRANSPORT, FREE ADMISSIONS, DISCOUNTS OFF TOURS, 
SHOPPING, AND SERVICES 
AVAILABLE FOR 24, 48 AND 72 HOURS. 

WELCOME CARD
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www.visitreykjavik.is
Aðalstræti 2 • 101 Reykjavík • Tel +354 590 1550 • info@visitreykjavik.is

Licensing and
registration of travel-
related services
The Icelandic Tourist Board issues licences to tour operators and travel agents, 
as well as issuing registration to booking services and information centres.

Tour operators and travel agents are required to use a special logo approved 
by the Icelandic Tourist Board on all their advertisements and on their Internet 
website.

Booking services and information centres are entitled to use a Tourist 
Board logo on all their material. The logos below are recognised by the 
Icelandic Tourist Board.

List of licenced Tour 
Operators and Travel 
Agencies on: 
visiticeland.com

 Say your piece, voice your 
opinion, send your letters to: 
letters@grapevine.is

    Sour 
    grapes
& stuff

MOST AWESOME LETTER
FREE GRAPEVINE TEE HEE HEE!

There's prize for all your MOST AWESOME LETTERS. And 
it’s a scorcher! Whoever sends us THE MOST AWESOME 
LETTER each issue will receive a cool new REYKJAVÍK 
GRAPEVINE T-SHIRT, featuring the majestic G that adorns our cover. 
So you should make sure to keep writing us fun and/or interesting letters 
This new Grapevine tee surely is the SHIZNIT (whatever that means)! It was designed by our 
very own art director man, HÖRÐUR KRISTBJÖRNSSON, and it’s good for posing in front 
of a mirror, impressing folks with your impeccable taste or picking up men or women of all 
ages (no minors). DON’T PANIC if your letter wasn’t picked AWESOME LETTER. You can 
still get a tee for a low, low price over our website, WWW.GRAPEVINE.IS
Now, if you're in the market for free goodies next month, write us some sort of letter. Give us 
your worst: LETTERS@GRAPEVINE.IS

MOST AWESOME LETTER:
Hello (we would like to request that this let-
ter be read with an Icelandic accent, it’s fun-
nier that way).

We love you guys. 
 Ok so, we have a couple of ideas and 
warnings. 
 Thing is, we were sitting on a Sunday 
evening with some gypsies and opera sing-
ers drinking ginger juice as one does. 
 Suddenly it came to us, something was 
going on. Hold your horses, it has to do with 
sheep, the Iceandic nation, the future, our 
possible extinction and the evil plots of the 
sheep. Did you know that there are ca. 900 
000 sheep in Iceland. 3 to 1 person. They 
know. 
 We believe that they have Geirfinnur. 

We think they are responsible for Eyjafjal-

lajökull. 
 And as if that wasn t́ enough. 
 We started looking around us, and we 
saw a lot of shady birds, basically everywhere 
(spying? You tell me). We think that the 
Sjálfstæðisflokkur is responsible for the bird 
problem or birds responsible for the Sjálf-
stæðisflokkur problem. 
 We believe that the travelling birds from 
South America are drug-trafficking. Nobody 
knows these things, it ś disturbing to say the 
least. You can imagine how excited we were 
to realize this, and scared. The operasingers 
were under suspicion for a while cause they 
were tweeting (like birds) –turns out they 
were just enthusiastic and super nice also. 
 We think the best thing to do is, get rid of 
money, put it in Silfra a giant treasure chest. 
We can turn Iceland into Niceland and Ic-
esave into Nicesave, it will lead to Lifesave. 

Problem solved and the birds will have to 
find other places to plunger. We can keep the 
kría and a couple of other harmless species. 
 Or not, it’s just a modest proposal. Ram-
blings. Just for fun. All for laughs, laughs for 
all. With a serious undertone ofcourse. 

High five. Klessiðann. 
Lína and Rob

Dear Lína and Rob,

OK you win. You get a t-shirt. You clearly 
want it hard enough. Just give us a drag of 
whatever you’re smoking. 

Good day,

I wanted to express my dissatisfaction with 
your recent review of Thai Reykjavik, sneer-
ingly titled "Blah Reykjavik". To begin with, 
the accompanying photo does little justice to 
the cozy atmosphere of the restaurant, es-
pecially when juxtaposed with the polished 
picture supplementing the article on Res-
taurant 1919 (the photo attached to the Thai 
article depicts a waiter awkwardly bending 
behind a bar table). I have dined at Thai Rey-
kajvik since they opened, and I have never, 
NEVER, encountered a hair in any one of my 
dishes, and I find it suspect that the reviewer 
didn't point this out to one of the waiters, 
who I am guessing would have indemnified 
the grievance with a new dish. The service 
is excellent and the food is better, and I have 
been waiting for Grapevine to review the 
restaurant for a while now, since most ev-
erybody I know has been delighted with the 
place, and so I was downright angered by the 
blatant ridicule and rudeness of the author. 
Hopefully, the review doesn't deter any fu-
ture customers, which would be a shame 
since the place kicks major ass.

Regards,
Ragnar Hallgrimsson

Dear Ragnar,

thank you for your letter.

Now, the thing about restaurant reviews is 
that they are almost entirely anecdotal data; 
the personal experience of one person at one 
point and time. A food critic does not and 
cannot speak to anything other than their 
personal experience at an establishment. 
Naturally, different people are going to have 

different experiences at different times that 
they visit the same place. 

We can accept that sometimes a restaurant 
just has an off night. But a food critic takes 
this into account, delineating between what 
might have been a one-off, and what might 
indicate an ongoing pattern. We believe this 
review achieved this. Of course we'd love 
to believe Thai Reykjavík was having a bad 
night, and we're also happy to hear you and 
others have had a good experience there. 

Here's hoping they can turn this criticism 
into an encouragement to do better.  

Hi,

I just want to say thank you for extruding 
the racist comments in the horrific story of 
the blond-haired-blue-eyed-thirtysomething 
professional who won the most awesome let-
ter in June. I cannot believe there are people 
like that! I am black-haired-black-eyed-twen-
tysomething and does that make me liable 
for detention? Just look at what the blond-
haired-blue-eyed-thirtysomething Oslo 
bomber did. Maybe this sort of misjudge-
ments is what leads people to say: "Hey, he's 
blond, how could one possibly think he will 
use a gun to kill more than 80 innocents 
teenagers and bomb a city? Don't you see he 
is a European citizen from one of the most 
peaceful countries on earth". She tried to 
make us think that Icelanders should be 
ashamed for thinking that an American 
blond-haired-blue-eyed-thirtysomething 
person would ever do that! Even the UK's 
Daily Mail joked about the Oslo bomber with 

the headline: ''It's safe to come out, you'll be 
saved... I'm a cop!' How blond, blue-eyed 
killer lured teenagers to their deaths".

Then according to her one should be arrest-
ed on the grounds of looking like a terrorist 
and acting like a criminal. I hope that what 
happened in Oslo teaches us that regarless of 
ones race and cultural background there are 
people who will inflict good and others who 
will inflict evil on others. I invite the blond-
haired-blue-eyed-thirtysomething Ameri-
can citizen to read the American Declaration 
of Independence where it says that "all men 
are created equal".

Jonathan

A black-haired-black-eyed-twentysomething 
man

But Not a terrorist or a criminal.

Dear Jonathan,

thank you for your letter. You are entirely cor-
rect in most of what you said. But don’t be too 
hard on that woman; as a native of the West-
ern hemisphere (and one that can afford to 
travel to hard-to-reach, peripheral places like 
Iceland) she has been raised (like the rest of 
us reading this) in a position of such incred-
ible privilege that she probably has lost all 
perspective (like the rest of us reading this). 

We could all do well with contemplating what 
“all men area created equal” really means. 
And then trying our darndest to live by it. 



Best selling combo!
Snorkeling & Caving

Price 17.990 ISK with pick up from Reykjavik included.
This tour includes snorkeling in the crystal clear waters of Silfra lava fissure and caving in 
Gjábakkahellir cave, both located in Þingvellir National Park. Tour difficulty is rated as “easy”, 
the scenery is unbeatable and the main things this trip leaves behind are great memories and 
thousands of satisfied customers. A simple MUST when in Iceland.

www.adventures.is | info@adventures.is | +354-562-7000 | Visit our downtown booking & information center at Laugavegur 11
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Sightseeing

CanoeingRafting

Super-Jeep
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Issue 13 — 2011 Do you wish he were YOUR mayor? Why/why not? We have a 

fully functional letters page for you to tell us all about it.  

Reykjavík | Welcome to! 

Dear reader,

Welcome to Iceland. Whether you’re 
here for fun and travel or for business, I 
hope you’ll enjoy a good time here and 
will get to know some locals. I would 
also like to make a special request that 
you spend a lot of money throughout 
the duration of your stay. Do not save 
on dining and drinking. Allow yourself 
some luxury. You deserve it, and it is 
good for the economy. I ask that you do 
not visit the retail outlets run by the Sal-
vation Army (Garðastræti 6, 101 Reykja-
vík) or the Red Cross (Laugavegur 12, 
101 Reykjavík). Even though they are 
fun shops, they are rather inexpensive. 
You should rather visit more expensive 
shops. 

A lot of tourists that visit the country 
wonder why it is called Iceland, be-
cause—despite what the name might 
indicate—it isn’t at all cold here. The 
average temperature in Reykjavík is 
1°C. Nowhere in the world has bet-
ter summers than Iceland. It might 
snow in the month of June, however. 
That is called ‘a spring snowfall’. July 
is the hottest month. When it comes 
around you better have a t-shirt handy, 
because the temperature can reach up 
to 20°C. Weather.com often states a 
temperature followed with a “feels like” 
temperature. When the heat in Reykja-
vík reaches 20°C, they will often say it 
“feels like” 15°C. That is probably due 
to something known as ‘the wind chill 
factor.’ No Icelander understands this. 
If we had this “feels like” feature in our 

weather reporting, we would say that it 
“feels like” 40°C whenever the temper-
ature reached 20°C, without exception. 
This demonstrates the importance of 
‘mentality’ and ‘attitude.’
 But how can it be that such a warm 
country came to possess such a frigid 
name? Yes, the explanation is simple: 
MISUNDERSTANDING. Ingólfur Ar-
narson, the first man that found Reyk-
javík, wasn’t on his way here at all. He 
was en route to the United States of 
America, to buy grapes and other fast 
food that grew wild there in those days. 
He was very interested in food. And 
also homicide. On his way he noticed a 
cloud of smoke ascending to the heav-
ens from an unknown country. His cu-
rious nature got the best of him, and he 
changed his course and set sail to Reyk-
javík (Reykjavík literally means “smoky 
bay”!). 
 As he disembarked his ship, he saw 
that the smoke was in fact steam ris-
ing from Reykjavík’s many swimming 
pools. He was therefore quick in tearing 
off the suit of armour that he had worn 
in case he’d encounter some Native 
Americans while picking grapes, and 
jumping into some swim trunks. After 
swimming a good 500 metres he sat 
in the hot tub and relaxed. After a fun 
chat with the locals he had forgotten all 
about America. Who needs to travel all 
the way to America to pick grapes when 
there’s a shop on Laugavegur called 
Vínberið (Vínberið literally means: “the 
grape”)? Ingólfur decided to settle here. 
He rented a small apartment along 
with his wife, Hallveig Fróðadóttir, who 

many claim was the daughter of Frodo 
from ‘Lord Of The Rings,’ Nothing has 
been proven about that, however.  
 One day Ingólfur and Hallveig were 
taking a stroll around town. They were 
walking their dog, who was called Plútó 
and was a Great Dane. It was a sizzling 
hot summer’s day. It was long before 
the t-shirt was invented. They were 
both dressed in full suits of armour, 
with swords and shields and helmets 
and everything. They stopped by at Ís-
búð Vesturbæjar in Hagamelur to get 
some ice cream and cool down. The 
story goes that Ingólfur asked the clerk 
whether she knew what the country was 
called. 
 She thought it was called Thule. In-
gólfur felt that was a stupid name. 
 “No country can be called Thule,” 
he said. 
 Outside the ice cream shop, a crowd 
had gathered. They had heard that 
foreign visitors were in town. A lot of 
those people were elves. Ingólfur then 
approached the crowd, raised his ice 
cream cone aloft and shouted: 
 “Henceforth this country will be 
called Iceland, because one can get the 
world’s best ice cream here!”. 
 Today we have a statue of Ingólfur. 
The statue depicts Ingólfur dying of 
heat, leaning on his dog.
 Don’t be a stranger, be like Ingólfur! 

Best regards,

Jón Gnarr
Mayor of Reykjavík

Mayor’s Address: 

WELCOME TO REYKJAVÍK

Reykjavík | Housing

Iceland’s housing market is picking up again

A BOOM AND A BUST?
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Iceland too had its housing boom. As 
you may observe in the accompanying 
graph, housing prices were fairly stable 
between 1994 and 2000, they increased 
gradually between 2000 and 2004 and 
then BOOM, they took off between 
2004 and 2008. Then came the finan-
cial collapse in 2008 and prices dipped, 
with the index falling steadily from 
357.4 in January 2008 to 304.9 in Janu-
ary 2011, but seemingly not much given 
the magnitude of the financial collapse.
Now, contrary to The Central Bank’s 

predictions that prices would continue 
to fall through the year, prices have 
been steadily climbing in the capital 
area since January with the index peak-
ing last month at 320.8 (not seen since 
March 2009). A real estate agent that 
the news-site Eyjan.is interviewed in 
July noted that there hasn’t been this 
much movement in the market since 
the crash. In other words, the housing 
market seems to be recovering quickly. 
 Yet it seems strange that prices are 
rising as a greater number of individu-

als are reportedly defaulting on their 
loans and declaring bankruptcy (which 
is not surprising given the rate at which 
loans were given out during the boom). 
That same real estate agent who spoke 
to Eyjan speculates that the Icelandic 
banks and the Housing Financing Fund, 
which own thousands of apartments in 
Reykjavík, may be steering prices by 
keeping their properties off the market.
  If this is the case, you have to won-
der whether the strategy is sustainable 
given reports that the Housing Financ-

ing Fund claimed 1069 apartments last 
year (three times as many as the previ-
ous year) and housing loan payments 
90 days past due now make up ten 
percent of its loaned funds. The State 
Treasury has been injecting cash into 
the Fund, but surely it’s not limitless. 
Speculate we can, but really only time 
will tell if Iceland has in fact seen the 
worst of the housing bust.  
 

Cover by:
Bobby Breiðholt
www.breidholt.com 

   ANNA ANDERSEN



Reykjavík Capital Area: Bankastræti 5 and 9, Faxafen 12, 
Kringlan, Smáralind, Miðhraun 11 Akureyri: Glerártorg
Kefl avík: Airport and retailers across Iceland

Keeping Iceland warm since 1926

Eyrarbakki - South Coast
Once supposed to be 

the Capital of Iceland.
 

We don’t care. 
We just want to play outside.

www.66north.com
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Comic | Lóa Hjálmtýsdóttir

Whoo! Our resident comic Lóa Hlín Hjálmtýsdóttir is BACK, with an EXTRA LONG comic this time 
around, so as to make up for all those issues where we were depraved of her awesome skills. 
Welcome back, Lóa!

Festivals | Iceland Airwaves!

The brightest spot of the typically 
gloomy and rainy weeks of the Icelandic 
autumn is undoubtedly the Airwaves 
music festival. Attracting thousands 
from around the world each year, the 
popularity of the festival is booming. So 
much so, in fact, that at the time of this 
writing there are only a few tickets left 
available (under 1.000)—months before 
the festival actually begins. It would 
seem as well that most of this atten-
tion comes from the overseas market, 
as there are 50% more package deals 
(tickets plus airfare and hotel accom-
modation) sold than last year.
 This is due in no small part 
to the fact that Björk Guðmundsdót-
tir will be playing at the Harpa music 
hall during the festival, with seats and 

standing room available for two shows 
on a “first come, first served” basis for 
Airwaves ticket holders. According to 
festival organisers, Björk's show will 
"feature a range of specially conceived 
and crafted instruments, among them 
a bespoke digitally-controlled pipe or-
gan; a 30 foot pendulum that harnesses 
the earth's gravitational pull to create 
musical patterns—creating a unique 
bridge between the ancient and the 
modern and a bespoke gamelan-ce-
leste hybrid. These devices reveal some 
of the physical processes that are the 
subject matter of the songs."

BJÖRK IS NOT ALONE
Björk playing at Airwaves is big news 
in itself, but she's not the only act set to 

perform. Among other famous names, 
Yoko One and the Plastic Ono Band will 
also grace the stage. That's two living 
female legends in the same music fes-
tival, and while these two acts in them-
selves would make for a great time, 
there are still other high-calibre acts in 
the mix.
 First on the list is the Brit-
ish alternative rock band The Vaccines 
(featuring a fancy Icelandic bass player, 
Árni Hjörvar of Future Future, etc.). 
From the other side of the Atlantic is 
an altogether different act, Brook-
lyn's black metal band Liturgy. While 
America isn't exactly renowned for its 
output of black metal acts, one review 
of these guys described their sound as 
"a minimalist, grim, dissonant and bliz-

zardly fast black-metal sound exhibited 
in their debut recording 'Renihilation' 
that could rival with the grimiest and 
disgustingly-looking band coming out 
from the depths of Norway."
 As far as Icelandic artists go, 
dance music legends GusGus will be 
performing, as well as For A Minor Re-
flection, ex-Amiina Kippi Kaninus, elec-
tropop band Sykur, the melodic punk 
rock of Vicky and Mógil will be bringing 
some jazz and classical to the festival. 
Organisers also point out “from our lit-
tle island in the north we bring you the 
unique singer-songwriter and multi-
instrumentalist Ólöf Arnalds, whose 
voice has been described as ethereal, 
and otherworldly and we couldn't agree 
more. And since we're talking Icelandic 

artists, why not keep it in the family? 
Ólöf's cousin Ólafur Arnalds is also a 
multi-instrumentalist and a composer 
of bewitching soundscapes.”
 As someone who has been 
following and covering Iceland Air-
waves for the past six years, I can hon-
estly say I've never been this excited 
about the impending event. This might 
very well prove to be one of those once-
in-a-lifetime music events that evokes 
the magic and energy of the experience 
every time you look back on it.
 Better get your tickets or 
package deals now, before they sell 
out—if they haven't already.   

Airwaves 2011: Get Hype!

   PAUL FONTAINE
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Fast, frequent and on 
schedule every day of 
the week.
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transfers between  
reykjavík city &  
Keflavík airport or  
vice versa.

Valid from 1 June 2011

Your Free Copy
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Schedule from BSÍ  
Bus terminal in reykjavík to  

Keflavík International airport

BSÍ Bus Terminal • 101 Reykjavík

   580 5400 

main@re.is • www.flybus.is

In addition to this schedule, the Flybus operates in connection with all arriving  

and departing passenger flights to/from Keflavík International Airport.

PrICe 3500 ISK1950 ISKPrICe
return

one Way

PrICe 4500 ISK2500 ISKPrICe
return

one Way Valid from 27 March through 29 October 2011.

Serves the following  
hotels & guesthouses

Includes a pick up and/or  

drop off at selected hotels and  

guesthouses in reykjavík.

Transfer from Keflavík Airport 

to BSÍ Bus Terminal or vice versa.

Transfer to most hotels and  

guesthouses in Reykjavík city to 

Keflavík Airport or vice versa.
101 Hotel

4th floor Hotel

Apartment K

Arctic Comfort Hotel

Blue Arctic Hotel Garðurinn

Blue Arctic Hotel Suðurgata

Cabin Hotel

CenterHotel Arnarhvoll

CenterHotel Klöpp

CenterHotel Plaza

CenterHotel Skjaldbreið

CenterHotel Þingholt

Downtown Reykjavik Apartments

Flóki Inn

Fosshotel Barón

Fosshotel Lind

Grand Hotel Reykjavík

Guesthouse 101

Guesthouse Anna

Guesthouse Baldursbrá

Guesthouse Bolholt

Guesthouse Borgartún

Guesthouse Einholt

Guesthouse Eiríkur Rauði

Guesthouse Pávi

Guesthouse Snorri

Guesthouse Sunna

Hilton Reykjavík Nordica

Hotel Björk

Hotel Borg

Hotel Frón

Hotel Hafnarfjörður

Hotel Holt

Hotel Klettur

Hotel Leifur Eiríksson

Hotel Metropolitan

Hotel Óðinsvé

Hotel Reykjavík

Hotel Reykjavík Centrum

Hotel Víking

Hotel Örkin

Icelandair Hotel Reykjavik Natura

Inga´s New Guest Apartments

Kex Hostel

Luna Hotel Apartments

Park Inn Ísland

Radisson Blu 1919 Hotel

Radisson Blu Hotel Saga 

Reykjavík Backpackers

Reykjavík City Hostel

Reykjavík Domestic Airport

Reykjavík Downtown Hostel

Reykjavik4you Apartments 

Reykjavík City Hall

Room With a View

Salvation Army

The Capital-inn

*26 May - 4 September.
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10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00

11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00

12:00 12:00 12:00 12:00 12:00 12:00 12:00

13:00 13:00 13:00 13:00 13:00 13:00 13:00

13:30 13:30 13:30 13:30 13:30 13:30 13:30

15:30 15:30 15:30 15:30 15:30 15:30

20:30* 20:30* 20:30* 20:30* 20:30* 20:30* 20:30*

21:30* 21:30* 21:30* 21:30* 21:30* 21:30* 21:30*

Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun.

04:40 04:40 04:40 04:40 04:40 04:40 04:40

05:00 05:00 05:00 05:00 05:00 05:00 05:00

05:20 05:20 05:20 05:20 05:20 05:20 05:20

05:40 05:40 05:40 05:40 05:40 05:40 05:40

06:00 06:00 06:00 06:00 06:00 06:00 06:00

06:30* 06:30* 06:30* 06:30* 06:30* 06:30* 06:30*

08:00* 08:00* 08:00* 08:00* 08:00* 08:00* 08:00*

09:30 09:30 09:30 09:30 09:30 09:30

10:30 10:30 10:30 10:30 10:30 10:30 10:30

11:30 11:30 11:30 11:30 11:30 11:30 11:30

12:30 12:30 12:30 12:30 12:30 12:30 12:30

13:30 13:30 13:30 13:30 13:30 13:30 13:30

14:00 14:00 14:00 14:00 14:00 14:00 14:00

15:00 15:00 15:00 15:00 15:00 15:00 15:00

16:00 16:00 16:00 16:00 16:00 16:00

21:00* 21:00* 21:00* 21:00* 21:00* 21:00* 21:00*

22:00* 22:00* 22:00* 22:00* 22:00* 22:00* 22:00*

23:00 23:00 23:00 23:00 23:00 23:00 23:00

*26 May - 4 September.  

In addition to this schedule, the Flybus operates in connection with all arriving and departing passenger flights to/from  

Keflavík International Airport.

Book now by calling 580 5450
Book now on www.flybus.is

Book now at your reception

Book now by calling 580 5450

Book now on www.flybus.is

Book now at your reception 

Scan the QR code

Scan the QR code

Book now on www.re.is Book now by calling 580 5450Book now at your reception 

ALL THE MoST EXCITING PLACES IN ICELAND

WE’LL TAKE 
YoU THERE!

in connection with all departing flights.
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RE-92

SRE-84

RE-15

SRE-83 RE-04
RE-24
RE-34

RE-54
RE-74

Blue Lagoon
Flybus

Blue Lagoon

SRE-44

SRE-81

RE-08

SRE-16

RE-17

SRE-06

ICE-5
ICE-7

RE-07
RE-05

Reykjavík
BSÍ

RE-14

Faxaflói

Breiðafjörður

Bláa 
Lónið

Drangjökull

Þingvellir

Geysir

Gullfoss

Þórsmörk

Landmannalaugar

Grímsey

Jökulsárlón

Húnaflói

Skjálf-
andi

Vatnajökull

Hofsjökull

Langjökull

Eyjafjalla-
jökull

Öræfa-
jökull

Snæfellsjökull

Mýrdals-
jökull

Vík

Höfn

Egilsstaðir

Akureyri

Ísafjörður

Keflavík

Stykkishólmur

Children 0-11 years 
free of charge

Teenagers 12-15 years 
50% discount

- from BSÍ Bus Terminal at 04:20*.
- from BSÍ all other departures.
- from most hotels and guesthouses  
 in Reykjavík - see list on flybus.is

975 ISK

1950 ISK

2500 ISK

For our flexible schedule please visit  
www.flybus.is or consult our brochures.

Discover all the magical places not to be 
missed when in Iceland: Beautiful nature, 
multicoloured mountains, fertile farmlands, 
stunning views, plummeting  waterfalls, 
natural wonders and geological phenomena.

* Valid until 31 August.



Doesn't that lamb look yummy? Don't you just want to chomp a huge bite out of it? Its blood spray-
ing all over your face and its wonderful, succulent meat all up in your mouth? Mmmm... being a 
carnivore is awesome. Or what? letters@grapevine.is10

The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 13 — 2011

Icelandic lamb meat, often touted 
as the best in the world, has in many 
ways come to represent the country 
itself. The demand for this meat, on 
a global scale, has been increasing 
dramatically in recent years. The ex-
porting of Icelandic lamb meat has 
been encouraged on a state level, 
too—Minister of Agriculture and 
Fishing Jón Bjarnason has been one 
of the most vocal advocates of the 
trade, and Iceland's sheep farmers 
have benefited directly from it. 

However, it is this focus on exporting 
Icelandic lamb meat—along with a strong 
protectionist policy against importing 
agricultural products—that has led to an 
artificially created shortage of lamb meat 

on the domestic market, while the prod-
uct continues to stream out of the coun-
try to markets abroad.
 How did this happen? To understand 
why, it is important to understand the 
minister himself.

WHAT IS A ‘JÓN BJARNASON’? 
Jón Bjarnason hails from the Leftist-
Green Party. While it is the official policy 

of the ruling coalition that Iceland will join 
the European Union, the Leftist-Greens—
who share the coalition with the pro-
EU Social Democrats—have tradition-
ally been against joining. Opinion is still 
somewhat divided within the party, but 
Jón remains staunchly against the move. 
His main reason: its supposed effect on 
Iceland's farmers, who fear that elimina-
tion of a trade barrier will put them out of 
business. Allowing a free-flow of agricul-
tural imports, the rhetoric goes, will hurt 
farmers who will not be able to compete 
with the lower prices imports will sell for. 
Thus, while exporting products is fine, 
imports should be tightly restricted.
 This theory has been put into practice 
with regard to Iceland's lamb. Although 
there are just under half a million sheep 
in this country of about 320.000, and lamb 
has long been one the symbols of the na-
tion, exports of Icelandic lamb have been 
on the rise to meet growing overseas de-
mand. The demand has been so great, in 
fact, that over 40% of the country's lamb, 
or about 3,600 tonnes, was exported in 
2010.
 While on the one hand positive news, 
the unexpected consequence is now that 
lamb available for the domestic market 
has reached a serious shortage. Rather 
than reduce the number of exports and 
divert some of them to Iceland's home 
market, one meat packing company has 
asked for permission to buy lamb for im-
porting.

WHICH POLITICIAN IS LOOKING 
OUT FOR CONSUMERS? 
Leifur Þórsson, the director of Ferskar 
Kjötvörur, told RÚV that he has not been 
able to find lamb available except at Slá-
turfélag Suðurlands, where he would 
have to pay up to 20% more for lamb 
meat than he is used to. As such, he 
would not be able to turn a profit buy-
ing and selling Icelandic lamb. In order for 
him to import lamb for sale in Iceland, he 

needs to get special permission from the 
Ministry of Agriculture.
 The minister has responded to this 
request with a resounding “NO,” stating 
that his first priority is “ensuring the food 
quality in Iceland.”

Iceland | Agriculture Opinion | Magnús Sveinn Helgason

How on Earth are Icelanders facing a 'lamb shortage'? 

WE NEED MORE YUMMY LAMB!

“Leifur Þórsson, the director of Fresh Meat Products, took out 
a full-page ad in Fréttablaðið offering a free iPad for anyone 
who could bring him 600 tonnes of lamb meat.”

Words
Paul Fontaine

Photo
Julia Staples

Icelanders like nothing bet-
ter than confirmations of 
their belief that they are 

somehow the greatest, the 
strongest, the most beautiful or the 
smartest people in the world. 

This love affair with being number one 
started in the 1980s, when an Icelander, 
Jón Páll Sigmarsson, won the title ‘World’s 
Strongest Man”’ in 1984, and then in 1985 
when Hólmfríður Karlsdóttir—Hófí—be-
came ‘Miss World.’ A second Icelandic 
woman, Linda Pétursdóttir, won the Miss 
World pageant in 1988 and Jón Páll went 
on to win the ‘World’s Strongest Man’ 
competition three times in the ‘80s. In 
the 1990s another Icelander, Magnús 
Ver Magnússon, won the title four more 
times. While Icelandic musclemen have 
not managed to reach the top three since 
the ‘90s, the unparalleled beauty of Ice-
landic women was again acknowledged in 
2005. Having these titles conferred upon 
Icelanders, I believe, had a permanent ef-
fect upon the Icelandic psyche.

STILL #1! 
The victory of Annie Mist Þórisdóttir last 
week in the world CrossFit champion-
ships was therefore a welcome addition to 
this tradition of being number one. The 
media declared that Annie had been rec-
ognised as the fittest or toughest woman 
alive (CrossFit is a extreme endurance 
and fitness sport), Icelanders rejoiced on 
Facebook and in blog comments. Clearly 
the nation needed a reminder that it could 
produce these kinds of übermensch. An-
nie, being tall and blond, fit the ticket 
perfectly.
 Shortly after her victory, however, this 
national choir of celebration was inter-
rupted by the whining shrill voices who 
did not want to rejoice and celebrate a re-
markable achievement, but rather wanted 
to gripe about taxes and argue politics. Ac-
cording to these malcontents the real sto-
ry was that Annie would have to pay taxes 
out of the cash award! Oh the outrage!!
 This issue was first raised in a name-
less editorial column “Týr,” on the pages 
of Viðskiptablaðið, a business weekly. Týr 
speculated that the first person Annie 
would meet when she returned to Iceland 
would be the chief of the National Rev-
enue Service, who would force her to fork 
over 40% on her earnings on the spot.
 After Viðskiptablaðið raised the issue, 
Andríki, the most prominent libertarian 
blog in Iceland (the name translates liter-
ally as “anti-state”) followed up, speculat-
ing whether this kind of taxation would 
not strangle the striving toward excel-
lence: There would be little reason to work 
hard to reach the top when the taxman 
was there to collect his due. 

ONLY IN IT FOR THE MONEY? 
By now the national conversation about 
Annie Mist had been perverted into a 
story about victimisation at the hands of 
the tax authorities, not about the remark-
able achievement of a young woman. It 
is one thing if Annie Mist herself had 
started this discussion by complaining 
publicly about having to pay taxes. But 
she didn’t. After Viðskiptablaðið used her 
victory as an excuse to launch into one of 
their anti-tax tirades Pressan asked her for 
comment, but all Annie Mist offered were 
the kind of complaints you get from any 
taxpayer: Of course she was not thrilled 
about paying taxes on her winnings, but 
added that “that’s life” and that she had 
“not really thought about the money yet.” 
 Which makes sense. People who strive 
to achieve, be it sports, the arts or aca-
demia, rarely do it with a singular focus 
on the money. Of course money and greed 
drives some people, including the types 
who reigned supreme during the Icelan-
dic “financial miracle,” lawyers, invest-
ment bankers and corporate raiders, and 
high tax rates might dampen the drive of 
these people to seek “excellence” as they 
seek ways to construct complex deals and 
find legal loopholes.  
 But as it turns out, Annie Mist will 
not pay a penny to the Icelandic taxman! 
When real journalists at the Internet 
news outlet Smugan looked into the mat-
ter (rather than use it as an excuse to rail 
against the government for raising taxes 
to pay for the financial mess the Conver-
vatives left when they were driven out of 
power), they found that according to trea-
ties between Iceland and the US, Annie’s 
winnings will be taxed in the US, not Ice-
land. So, there was virtually zero reason to 
complain about how much she would pay 
in taxes. 
 But of course that did not change the 
anti-tax crusaders of Viðskiptablaðið and 
Andríki from attempting to turn a story 
about athletic achievement into a story 
about taxation and a political controver-
sy—all so that they could get a chance to 
take a shot at their political opponents or 
rail against taxation. Some people are like 
this—to them all things are ultimately po-
litical issues or somehow a comment upon 
a political controversy and any news story 
somehow validates their political ideol-
ogy and worldview. And they will search 
for any opportunity to take a shot at their 
political opponents, proselytise for neo-
liberal economic policies and pontificate 
about the evil of taxes. 
 But not everything is about politics or 
taxes, and sometimes it is just ok to focus 
on celebrating achievement rather than 
search for opportunities to stir up phoney 
controversies.  

The Politisation 
Of Achievement

Continues on page 25



|    |    |    |    |

24 hour 
booking service 

(+354) 540 13 13

Visit our sales office downtown at Lækjartorg square (      Like-yar-torg), 
call (+354) 540 1313 or go to www.grayline.is

www.grayline.is

AH37 In the Footsteps 
of Leifur Eiríksson

AH27 The Viking 
Horse and Golden 
Circle Afternoon

AH36 
Vestmannaeyjar

AH10 Greater Area 
Reykjavík Sight-
seeing

AH61 
The Saga Trail

AH117 Blue Ice

In the spotlight:

Passenger reviews:  (read more reviews at www.grayline.is)

Kenny wrote: Sunday, Au-
gust 21, 2011 - AH36 Vest-
mannaeyjar - Pompei of the 
North

“Really great tour. The ferry 
over was very nice; all the 
guides were very helpful; 
enjoyed the lunch. The tour 
of the island and seeing first 
hand the damage done by the 
volcano was truly amazing. 
That was our favorite part of 
the tour. The boat ride around 
the island allowed us to see a 
different perspective and we 

&Day Tours, Activities   Airport Express Shuttle

AH35 South Coast 
& Jökulsárlón
(see also background image)

AH32 Landmanna-
laugar by bus 

saw some birds; caves and 
small islands. We enjoyed 
the music in the cave.Thanks 
Judy and Ron”

Hyytiäinen wrote: Friday, Au-
gust 19, 2011 - AH35 South 
Coast & Jökulsárlón Glacial 
Lagoon 

“Excellent tour, unforgetta-
bly beautiful scenery! Had a 
great time even thou the tour 
was very long! The tourguide 
- Monsieur Gilbert - was ab-

solutely fantastic and spoke 
about Iceland with so much 
love and knowledge. The 
glacier lake was the real 
highlight of the tour, simply 
stunninng! This tour was 
simply fantastic. Thank you, 
merci, takk fyrir!”

Laursen wrote: Friday, Au-
gust 19, 2011 - AH12 The 
Golden Circle Classic

“This tour was excellent (we 
were on the bus with English 

speaking guide). We had the 
best guide one can imagine; 
he shared his knowledge in 
geology and history with us 
with the most catching en-
thusiasm. Also the bus and 
the driver were absolutely 
fine, giving us a smooth and 
comfortable ride. Will recom-
mend to any traveller going 
to Iceland/Reykjavík.”

Skógafoss waterfall



MEDIEVAL MANUSCRIPTS – Eddas and Sagas
The ancient vellums on display.

MILLENNIUM – Icelandic art through the ages. 
Phase one. Starts 23 June.

CHILD OF HOPE – Youth and Jón Sigurðsson
Tribute to the leader of the independence movement.

EXHIBITIONS - GUIDED TOURS 
CAFETERIA - CULTURE SHOP

The Culture House – Þjóðmenningarhúsið  
National Centre for Cultural Heritage
Hverfisgata 15 · 101 Reykjavík (City Centre)
Tel: 545 1400 · thjodmenning.is · kultur.is

Open daily between 11 am and 5 pm
Free guided tour of THE MEDIEVAL 
MANUSCRIPTS weekdays at 3 pm, 
except Wednesdays.

12

The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 13 — 2011

Iceland | Analysis

The political debate in 
Iceland has gotten hor-
ribly stale and repetitive. 

In some places Iceland is 
held up as being a model of how 
to survive an economic crises and 
rebuild society. For most Iceland-
ers this seems totally wrong. Some 
politicians, including our President, 
like to flaunt this view when they go 
abroad, but this is definitely not the 
feeling in Iceland.

A GREAT TRANSFER OF WEALTH
The situation almost three years after 
the crash of 2008 is thus: Much of the 
debts of the Icelandic banks were writ-
ten off, there was no other choice, as 
the total debt was ten times the GDP. 
There was no other way out—this was 
not due to any wisdom on part of the 
nation’s leaders. The bank system has 
been resurrected, mainly on the back 
of the population—it is the common 
people who carry the load. There has 
been a huge transfer of wealth from the 

general public to the banks, the pen-
sion funds and the owners of capital. 
According to the latest figures, lending 
institutions used to own a stake in 30 
percent of the private housing in the 
early 2000s—now they own more than 
50 percent. 
 Thus, the people of Iceland are 
heavily indebted—they keep paying off 
their mortgages, but they own less and 
less. Inflation has also been rampant 
and real wages have collapsed. Iceland 
is now lagging far behind its Scandi-
navian neighbours. There is a steady 
stream of emigrants, especially to oil 
rich Norway—which nobody can com-
pete with. Icelanders who go to school 
abroad do not return home after their 
studies. 
 The reckoning after the collapse still 
goes on, but it is slow and muddled, 
creating more frustration than relief. A 
thorough study by a special committee 
that was published in April 2010, call-

ing for openness and reckoning, seems 
almost forgotten. A special prosecutor 
who was nominated after the collapse 
is researching many cases, but almost 
none of them have gone to court, ex-
cept one, where a judge ruled that the 
culprits had admittedly swindled their 
banking institution, but that their crimi-
nal intent could not be proven.

WHY ICELAND IS NOT A MODEL
In two rather famous instances, Ice-
land has shown the finger to the world 
of finance and many feel proud of this. 
This is possibly the reason the Icelan-
dic flag is flown in demonstrations in 
the Puerta del Sol in Madrid. These are 
the two referendums on the so-called 
Icesave repayments, purportedly owed 
to the British and the Dutch. But ulti-
mately this might turn out to be more 
symbolic than real, there is still a possi-
bility that Iceland might lose an interna-
tional court case over this, but it seems 
that the assets of the fallen Landsbanki 
might cover most of the Icesave claims. 

Perhaps the threat of Icesave to the 
economy was overstated. 
 But there is still the myth that Ice-
land did not bail out its banks. This is 
not entirely true. According to an OECD 
report Iceland has put more money into 
its failed financial institutions than any 
other country except Ireland. So in this 
way Iceland is not a model—the people 
in Spain need not wave Icelandic flags.

THE PUBLIC PAYS
We now have a left wing government—
elected in the wake of great protests in 
early 2009—which muddles on, largely 
following the agenda of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund. But its situation 
is rather confusing. At the outset it 
claimed that it would protect our ‘Nor-
dic’ welfare system, but it has had to 
make big cuts in health care. The plan 
had called for a balanced budget this 
year, but this will not be the case, so 
further cuts are needed and there will 
also be tax increases. 
 Investment has been almost non-
existent since the collapse. The Icelan-
dic króna, which plummeted to half of 
its previous value, is still very weak—it 
is now kept afloat by stringent currency 
restrictions. This of course means that 
Iceland gets more revenue from its 
fish exports and the burgeoning tour-

ist industry—in order to pay its debts—
but here again the people are paying 
through lower wages, as well as food 
and consumer goods that keep getting 
more expensive. Because of the inher-
ent instability of the króna, interest 
rates are very high, they were recently 
raised to 4,5 percent—in an economic 
system where GDP has fallen consider-
ably and where only 1,6 percent growth 
is predicted. No wonder many feel that 
the króna is a doomed currency.

THE GOVERNMENT THAT CANNOT 
DIE
The parties in government are wed-
ded to stick together. This is nominally 
the most left wing government in the 
country’s history, and if the govern-
ment falls there probably won’t be an-
other chance for the Social Democrats 
and the Left Greens to rule together. 
But the parties are in disagreement 
on many matters. Three members of 
parliament from the Left Greens have 
actually deserted—leaving the govern-
ment with the narrowest of majorities. 
This means that individual MPs, such 
as Jón Bjarnason, Minister of Fisheries 
and Agriculture, can take the govern-
ment and its agenda hostage. Jón has 
actively undermined Iceland’s negotia-
tions with the EU, much to the dismay 
of the Social Democrats. Many think 
that this cannot continue through the 

winter, that the gov-
ernment has little hope 
of surviving. But then again 
it has suffered so many blows and 
beatings that some say it cannot die; 
that it is trudging onwards like some 
sort of Zombie Government.
 When the government was formed 
two and an half years ago, the Social 
Democrats—the party of Prime Minis-
ter Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir—managed 
to convince the Left Greens to send an 
application to join the European Union. 
Most of the leaders of the Left Greens 
are against joining the EU, but they 
agreed on the premise that the case 
would be settled once and for all in a 
democratic manner. There would be an 
agreement that would be put before the 
nation in a referendum.

CALLS FOR TERMINATING NEGO-
TIATIONS WITH THE EU
Since then matters have become more 
confusing. The negotiations with the 
EU might be finished late next year. 
But support for joining the EU has 
been waning. Of course the EU is in 
trouble with the Euro, the future of the 
union is quite unsure, and those who 
simply wish to terminate the negotia-
tions are getting more and more vocal. 
  There has been strong opposi-
tion from a group around former PM 
Davíð Oddsson, which basically de-

tests the EU and all it stands for. They 
have managed to form an alliance with 
people from the left, many of them 
members or former members of the 
Left Greens. Up to now, the leaders 
of the main opposition parties have 
been rather reticent, but recently Bjarni 
Benediktsson, leader of the large Inde-
pendence Party, called for the nego-
tiations to be stopped. Soon after Sig-
mundur Davíð Gunnlaugsson, leader 
of the Progressive Party, followed suit. 
It seems clear that if the government 
were to fall, the application would be 
withdrawn. 
 Politics in Iceland are in disarray. 
Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir, the Prime Min-
ister, has completely lost her popular-
ity. The strong man of the government, 
finance minister Steingrímur J. Sigfús-
son, seems tired and unconvincing. 
He is having great problems keeping 
his party together. Both face electoral 
defeat. But they have one consolation: 
The opposition is just as unpopular as 
the government. According to a new 
poll, only 33 percent of the voters trust 
the leaders of the opposition. 

Words
Egill Helgason

Illustration
Lóa Hjálmtýsdóttir

Egill Helgason is a journalist, political commentator, blogger and the host of 
Iceland's only literary TV show, as well as Iceland's premiere political talk show. 
How he has time to write articles for us, we do not know. But he does.

“According to an OECD report Iceland has put more money 
into its failed financial institutions than any other country 
except Ireland. So in this way Iceland is not a model—the 
people in Spain need not wave Icelandic f lags”

ZOMBIE POLITICS

Continues on page 25
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CINTAMANI
WWW.CINTAMANI.IS

CINTAMANI AUSTURHRAUNI 3
210 GARÐABÆ, Tel. 533 3805
MON-FRI 10-18, SAT 11-14

CINTAMANI BANKASTRÆTI 7
101 REYKJAVÍK, Tel. 533 3390
OPEN EVERY DAY FROM 8-22

CINTAMANI KRINGLUNNI
103 REYKJAVÍK, Tel. 533 3003
KRINGLAN'S OPENING HOURS



Experience excitement in Iceland’s 
pure nature or get a bird’s eye view 
of the country’s most beautiful places

Adventure tours Air charter servicesScheduled flights

This tour takes you from Reykjavík 
to the island of Heimaey in the 
Westman Islands archipelago.

Boat trip on the Glacier lagoon and 
an ATV excursion in the area of 
Europe’s largest glacier, Vatnajökull.

A never-to-be-forgotten trip 
showing the sharply contrasting 
faces of Iceland’s natural features.

Activity  
Adventure

A Historical Tour of  
the Westman Islands

Ice and Fire –  
Glaciers and Volcanoes

Reykjavík Airport  |  +354 562 4200   
info@eagleair.is  |  www.eagleair.is

Bookingsand information
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The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 13 — 2011 Did you tour 'round Iceland this summer? Did you have problems finding decent, 

healthy food on your travels? Tell us about it: letters@grapevine.is

Food | Icelandic

First off, a little waxing lyrical:
 Last year my partner and I mean-
dered across Iceland on a budget of 
3.000 ISK/day with nothing but an 
old Toyota jeep, our wits and a flimsy 
tent. It was one of the most refresh-
ing experiences of my life. I urge you 
to try it: a complete wham-bam tour 
of Iceland in your own fully-oiled, 
four-wheel-drive dump-truck—on 
and off road, through storm, sun 
and sideways hail, under rainbows; 
and for heaven’s sake, save yourself 
ample time to pick wild blueberries 
and gambol with Huldufólk (the hid-
den people). 
 With or without purple fingers 
you’ll never quite look at anything 
the same way again. Honest.

If you have the time, take three or even 
four weeks. Gently coast along, stopping 
to admire waterfalls or rock formations 
at your own leisure. There’s nothing like 
dodging a tern-attack or getting a whiff 
of live seal—it may put you off eating 
seal meat forever, but then again, you’re 
probably going back to Italy or Germany 
or the USA, so in all likelihood there’s 
not going to be seal on the menu in the 
foreseeable future. Greenlanders? Well, 
that’s another food for thought.
 You may even, as I did, have the 
amazing fortune to come face-to-muz-
zle with an arctic fox at the early hours of 
the morning as you peek out of your tent 

to take the crisp morning air. Watch him 
cough and growl then scarper off into 
the highlands wiggling his cute-little-
self behind him. 
 We put close to 2.000 km of road, 
highway and gravel behind us, had to 
change our tyres twice and almost ran 
out of petrol while banking the long, 
winding roads to Ísafjörður. And, yes, 
travelling around Iceland is no cheap af-
fair, even doing it as we did it, in a tent—
at night temperatures on the ground 
drop close to zero. We slept in woollies, 
in scarves and caps—once or twice even 
in mittens—but it was worth every minor 
discomfort.

ARE HOTDOGS THE ICELANDIC 
CELERY?
On the vegetable side of things, it was 
quite a struggle. Both of us are fully-
fledged carnivores, but we enjoy our 
fruit and veg as much as any hard-core 
vegetarian, and I’ll tell you this: in two 
weeks—from Höfn to Ísafjörður, there 
wasn’t a single stalk of celery to be found 
in any country store or supermarket. 
Now hotdogs you can find anywhere in 

Iceland. And I would never begrudge 
someone one at Bæjarins beztu with on-
ions and remoulade—along with the Ko-
laportið flea market, it’s part of the cult 
of Reykjavík—but honestly, the amount 
of hotdogs, filter coffee and ice creams 
that they dole out at N1s throughout the 
country...I’ve never seen anything like it.
 On the road, I heard tell of a French 
cyclist who managed to do Iceland on 
less than 15 Euros a day (all in). Well, 
from what they say he basically lived on 
a diet of hot dogs throughout his whole 
round-trip and wound up with severe 
gastroenteritis. He managed, but just by 
the skin of his small intestine.
 I know you’re thinking what gives 
with the celery craving? Well, I’ll tell you 
it’s the perfect snack when you’re driv-
ing for hours and you need something 
healthy to keep your blood sugar at the 
right level. 
 In lieu of celery we opted for car-
rots—also a handy veg—but all we could 
find was the mass-farmed imported 
stuff which is generally tasteless and 
occasionally stale. Not a single shop we 
came across had Icelandic carrots. Had 
Iceland’s entire contingent been shipped 
to Reykjavík because there are no veg-
ans out in the country? It wasn’t until 
close to the end of the trip that we got to 
Flúðir that we actually managed to buy 
some fabulous lava-soil-soaked purple 
carrots from a little lean-to at the side 
of the road. The shack was un-manned 

and (unbelievably in this day-and-age) 
works on an honour-system, which basi-
cally means: We trust you. Please insert 
your coins into the slot!
 We tried apples. These were gener-
ally available anywhere, sometimes red, 
sometimes green, but never any cultivar 
designation (see part three in this se-
ries). You couldn’t tell if you were eating 

Granny Smiths or Golden Delicious. But 
that’s not all. Half of them looked good 
on the outside, but on the inside they 
were furry and dry and flavourless. 
 According to The Guardian, typical 
EU or US apple-storage-time varies from 
6-12 months. In the US (and Argentina, 
where many of Iceland’s red ones come 
from), apples are waxed and then hot-air 
dried to give them a beautiful sheen and 
hard exterior, but they may not reach 
your stomach until one year after they’ve 
been picked. Factor in an extra month or 
so to get them to Iceland, plus an added 
month in storage here, and there you 
have it: You may actually be munching 14 
month-old fruit. Carrots are often cooled 
in chlorinated water and are stored at 0° 
C for an average of 6 months. 
 The mind reels, the stomach churns.

FISHY HAND-HELD FODDER
In the end, we gave up on our fruit and 
vegetable snacks, and opted for the only 
thing we knew was really ‘Made in Ice-
land’: Harðfiskur, wind-dried fish—rather 
like a fish jerky. My personal preference 
is for haddock, but cod or wolf-fish are 
also available pretty much anywhere. 
 Although you’ll get a lap full of dried 
fish-flakes, these chewy-fluffy-crumbly 
strips are as easy to handle while driv-
ing as a carrot. Of course, harðfiskur is 
ten times the price of carrots, and you 
miss out on that dosage of Vitamin C, 
but you’ll get your essential omega oils 
instead. Great for keeping eyes sharp on 
the road.
 Now, I don’t want to be entirely nega-
tive about our low-budget-on-the-road 
dining experiences. There were cer-
tainly some highlights. At Lake Mývatn 
we came upon a little farm with all-told 
ten cattle grazing on a paddock, and 
here, hidden behind an old shed, a little 

old lady was selling smoked wild trout 
pulled straight from the lake. Of all the 
things I’ve eaten in Iceland, this rates top 
ten. 
 A close competitor to this delicacy, 
smoked arctic char from Lake Laugar-
vatn, also titillates the taste buds. Served 
on little slices of Icelandic rúgbrauð (rye 
bread slow-baked in geothermal vents), 

accompanied with a crisp pinot gris from 
Chile, little compares to this succulence. 
You can buy the filets either hot or cold 
smoked, both versions are delicious; 
and believe it or not, it will not break the 
bank.
 And, at a little bistro in Stykkishólmur 
on the magical Snæfellsnes Peninsula, 
we splurged on a bowl of blue Icelandic 
mussels done Mariniere-style, steamed 
with garlic, onion and white wine, with a 
few sprigs of seaweed thrown in for au-
thenticity: truly word-class, but at 2.000 
ISK a head (without wine) it burst our 
daily budget. Ah well, you only live once.
 At the time of writing I was hunt-
ing down the journalist-shy purchas-
ing managers of Bónus and Krónan, 
but they still seem to be evading my 
imported-food-questions. The Icelandic 
Horticultural Society too, remains rather 
elusive regarding progress in Icelandic 
vegetable cultivation; recently, however, 
there has been much talk of a gigantic 
geothermally-fed tomato project about 
to happen on the Reykjanes peninsula.
I hope they’ll consider celery too (fat 
chance).
 Oh, and another thing I discovered 
on my travels here: Icelandic seagulls 
adore salami. One night, some silly for-
eigner left an unattended pizza outside 
his tent for a minute or two. By the time 
he got back, the gulls has plucked off all 
his Hungarian spiced-meat slivers. 
 It seems we’re not the only ones who 
love our sausage. 
Next time: I explore the detailed process of 

dung-smoking and seriously consider becom-

ing a vegan.

Words
Marc Vincenz

Illustration
Megan Herbert

Brain Food For Thought Off the Beaten Track 
How Icelanders eat, part four

“Honestly, the amount of hotdogs, f ilter coffee and ice creams 
that they dole out at N1s throughout the country...I’ve never 
seen anything like it”
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Do you have any experience with 'the Icelandic educational system'? What are your 
thoughts on it? What could be better/what could be worse? Write us about it.

Learning From The Past, Moving Into The Future

For a country of Iceland's size, the 
education system is particularly 
vibrant, especially on a university 
level. The Grapevine contacted act-
ing Minister of Education Svandís 
Svavarsdóttir for her thoughts on 
the state of Iceland's universities, 
where they've been, and where 
they're going.

“In Iceland there are seven higher edu-
cation institutions, accredited by the 
Minister of Education, Science and 
Culture,” Svandís says. “They offer 
higher education in various forms, but 
vary greatly in size and scope. Some 
are research intensive universities, 
such as University of Iceland, which 
offers education in all fields of disci-
pline, and awards bachelor's, master's 
and doctorate degrees while other 
higher education institutions could be 
considered university colleges that of-
fer mainly undergraduate education in 
limited fields.”
 However, the trend now seems to 
be towards one of cohesion rather 
than separation, for both idealist and 
pragmatic reasons. In August of 2010, 
the ministry issued a Policy on Public 
Universities. It states: “The policy of the 
Minister of Education, Science and Cul-
ture is to safeguard the activities of the 
public universities in Iceland by estab-
lishing a collaborative network, with the 
possibility of a merger. The objective is 
threefold: First, to promote university 
teaching, research and innovation to 
strengthen the future development of 
Icelandic society. Second, to optimize 
the financial administration of the uni-
versities for the purpose of maximizing 
the efficiency of financial resources. 
And third, to maintain strong and varied 
higher education nationwide.” A task 
force is currently working on imple-
menting the policy. 

SERIOUS BUDGET CUTS 
Part of the motivation behind this has 
been, of course, the tightening of gov-
ernment purse strings following the 
bank collapse in 2008.
 “The greatest challenges facing the 
university system since the collapse 
of the financial system has without a 

doubt been the serious budget cuts 
to the university system,” the minister 
says. “The budget has been cut by a 
total of about 20% and we are facing a 
budget cut for 2012 as well. In addition 
agreements that specified increased 
research funding to universities had to 
be postponed at the onset of the crisis.”

WHERE ARE ALL OUR STUDENTS 
GOING? 
Many Icelandic students choose to 
study abroad, for a variety of reasons. 
Rather than being cause for concern, 
Iceland's government applauds this.
 “Until recently all students had to go 
abroad to pursue postgraduate educa-
tion,” Svandís says. “Some fields of ed-
ucation are still not offered in Iceland, 
and in addition some students prefer 
to study in another country. Studying 
and living abroad is a cultural issue, 
and it is something that we consider 
an asset, that young people go abroad, 
and gain a wider outlook on life. Most 
students have, up until now at least, 
decided to return back to Iceland, and 
this fact enriches the work force. The 
fact that young people will train and 
study in another country, in many dif-
ferent universities, both in Europe and 
the U.S., and be immersed in another 
culture is a positive thing. One has also 
to bear in mind that there is a tradition 
going back at least 400 years of young 
Icelanders going to Denmark for their 
education, which may be a contributing 
factor in why more the half of all Ice-
landic students abroad are studying at 
Danish universities.”
 She adds that Iceland's loan system 
acts in accordance with this reality, 
saying, “The Icelandic Student Loan 
Fund does not make any distinction 
between students that chose to study 
abroad and those who study in Iceland. 
Student Loan Funds in most countries 
that we tend to compare us with, have 
much greater restrictions on student 
loans for those who choose to study 
abroad.”  
 In 2010, there were roughly 2.200 
Icelandic students studying abroad 
(10% of the local student population). 
At the same time, there are around 
20.000 in the Icelandic higher educa-
tion system in total. The number of for-
eign students studying in Icelandic uni-
versities has been increasing in recent 
years and counts for about 5% of the 
student population. 

DO THE SCHOOLS STILL <3 BUSI-
NESS?  
On a side note, one of the conclusions 

of the Special Investigative Commis-
sion (SIC), which examined the pos-
sible causes of the 2008 collapse, was 
that universities are too closely tied to 
businesses. Has the government taken 
this to heart?
 The minister says yes: “All the uni-
versities have undertaken construc-
tive steps in examining how they can 
improve, and to be above such criti-
cism.  To deal with the criticism in the 
SIC report, the Science and Technology 
Policy Council has played a leading role 
in that all universities and research in-
stitutions comply to 
rules of research in-
tegrity, that have re-
cently been written by 
a specific ethics com-
mittee, working close-
ly with Rannís, the Icelandic Center for 
Research.  
 Otherwise the universities have cer-
tain freedom to determine the conduct 
of teaching according to article 7 of the 
Higher education institution act nr. 63 
from 2006. Thus the ministry does not 
meddle directly with how classes are 
taught.”

ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT 
So with all this higher education going 
on in a country that prides itself on its 
independence, are the universities on 
par with what's being taught in the rest 
of Europe? The minister believes so, but 
also sees room for improvement.
 “The University of Iceland is on par 
with many other European universi-

ties,” she says. “It has an ambitious fo-
cus on education and research. All uni-
versities have undergone accreditation 
by the ministry, and have to report to 
the ministry on internal quality control.  
The minister has recently appointed a 
quality council of foreign experts that 
are responsible for quality control of 
teaching and research in Icelandic uni-
versities”.  
 “There is always room for improve-
ment, but the University of Iceland has 
in recent years achieved remarkable 
achievements including doubling the 

number of publications in peer re-
viewed journals, increasing the num-
ber of doctorate degrees fivefold, and 
improving internal quality control. They 
have recently published a policy for 
2011–2016, with more ambitious goals.”

SMALL AND FLEXIBLE? 
Keeping up with the status quo is all 
well and good, but Svandís also be-
lieves the country can and should raise 
the bar on education. Furthermore, she 
contends that Iceland's small size is an 
advantage when it comes to innovating 
education.
 “The Icelandic education system as 
a whole is not that different from the 
rest of the Western world regarding 
structure and governance. But it is a 

fact that it is small,” the minister says. 
“That gives it an edge, which is also 
structured into the legislation and reg-
ulation regarding education. In Iceland 
we have had a subject called 'innova-
tion education and the use of knowl-
edge' as a part of the national curricu-
lum for primary and secondary schools 
since 1999. This is not a compulsory 
subject, but it is geared towards allow-
ing students to use their knowledge 
and skills to develop their own inven-
tions and products.  This subject is an 
example of how the Icelandic system is 

flexible enough 
to allow enthusi-
astic teachers to 
develop teaching 
methods.”
The minister adds 

that in the university system, there is 
constant development in curriculum. 
The ministry has recently published a 
revised National Qualification Frame-
work for Higher Education. It is a sys-
tematic description of the structure of 
qualification of degrees at the higher 
education level based on learning out-
comes.  
 With this in the works, where does 
she see Iceland's university system in 
the near future?
 The minister is optimistic. “In ten 
years time, I hope that the financial 
crisis will be a way behind us, and that 
we will have had time and financial re-
sources to rebuild the university sys-
tem, with focus on quality and achieve-
ments.” 

“So with all this higher education going on in a country that 
prides itself on its independence, are the universities on par 
with what's being taught in the rest of Europe?”
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Are students these days 'drinking too much'? Is that maybe a 
problem? Or should ones 'college years' be all about socialising 
and 'experimentation'?

Nordic House  Sturlugata 5  101 Reykjavík  Tel.  5517030   www.norraenahusid.is 

The Nordic house offers a tour with world famous architect Alvar Aalto (portrayed 
by an actor), where guests are taken through the history of the Nordic House, 
inroduced to the designs and history of the master himself, along with sampling 
culinery delights from Dill restaurant, the top kitchen in Iceland. Come and 
experience an architectural gem right in the heart of the city...  
             

TAKE THE TOUR WITH ALVAR AALTO

Please feel free to drop 
by monday to saturday 
at 11 am and 13 pm.

Price 10 €

Icelandic nights get lon-
ger, the sun bids its 
goodbyes and the rain 

washes away the sum-
mer. The tourist season dies down 
and international students arrive. 
The home coming ball is the first of 
many events on the student calen-
dar that add to the university expe-
rience after hours of lectures.

WELCOME TO ICELAND
The welcome orientation at the begin-
ning of a new school year gives inter-
national students the chance to mingle 
and get to know local students. There 
are two to three days of orientation at 
most of Iceland’s universities. At the 
Reykjavík University, the three day ori-
entation is followed by Tuborg Útilegan 
(“Tuborg Camping”), a bout of spon-
sored camping trip fun for both inter-
national and local students.
 As the school year goes on, the 
calendar is filled with concerts by well-
known and successful local (and some-
times international) bands to keep one 
occupied. Nasa, Faktorý, Sódóma and 
Rósenberg all regularly host shows and 
concerts—look for ads on your schools’ 
bulletin boards or in the Grapevine list-
ings. 

WEEKLY PARTIES
During the weekdays, the party scene 
is naturally more subdued than it is dur-
ing the weekend, but there is still plenty 
to get up to for the burgeoning alco-
holic dropout. For instance, the Eras-
mus Student Network (ESN) throws 
parties every Wednesday from 21:00 
to 1:00, which is incidentally when bars 
close in Reykjavík on weekdays. Parties 
organized by ESN are often themed or 
celebrate international holidays. Keep 
your eyes peeled. 
 Otherwise, Fridays and Saturdays 
are the days to go out partying. The 
most frequented bars and clubs by the 

students vary. “For us, the first semes-
ter place was Café Oliver, we went over 
there quite often,” ESN assistant Luis 
Ignacio Huete said. “Nevertheless, the 
second semester we spent almost all 
our time at Bakkus. Those have differ-
ent styles; one is more commercial and 
the other one more alternative.” 
 Students like to pre-party before 
going out in their student apartments 
on weekend nights, which is definitely 
the style in Iceland. Usually, the noise 
doesn’t cause any tension with the 
neighbours as long they quiet down at 
a decent hour. But be civil and maybe 
alert them before inviting everyone over 
for a drink.  

ANNUAL PARTIES, THE ONE-YEAR 
WAIT
The most anticipated events are the 
university galas and the festivals that 
attract thousands of people, like Ice-
land Airwaves, Oktoberfest, ‘Final ESN 
Party,’ ‘Annual Gala’ and the Prom 
Christmas Party. Those are all great fun, 
and they are anticipated for a reason. 
These huge events are of course a 
great draw, but one needs not get 
bored while waiting for them to come 
around.  According to some interna-
tional students we talked to, their most 
frequented places are Bakkus, Kaffi-
barinn, Bar 11 and Barbara (while many 
former students still lament the pass-
ing of Stúdentakjallarinn... those were 
the days). Those ones close a little later 
than many of the other establishments, 
which usually makes them a final des-
tination.  

Reykjavík, After 
Class Lets Out 

PARTY 101: 
Back-to-school party guide

   MARTA BARDÓN
   PÁLL HILMARSSON    SIGURÐUR KJARTAN

Now that the bells have 
begun ringing your asses 
back to those classes. 

Don’t be sad. You gotta 
stay positive, and you’ve got to keep 
in mind that even though that an-
noying and needy RRRRIIING that 
sounds every hour or so through-
out the school day signifies your 
enslavement to the books, it also 
rings in your FREEDOM TO PARTY 
every Friday afternoon. Or every af-
ternoon if you’re thus inclined. 

The jargon your professors write on 
the blackboard all day often seems 
wonderfully straightforward compared 
to what happens when school’s out: 
all those ‘science-trips,’ student festi-
vals, not to mention the endless codes 
of conduct, rules and hierarchy of the 
party-scene of 101 Reykjavík. So if 
you’re a virgin to the roundabout, here’s 
a recap of the basics. 

DRAWING THE LINES
To start things off, a quick guide to 
who-hangs-out-where is appropriate, 
so you may avoid kicking back with 
the ‘wrong’ crowd. We all know gossip 
travels faster than light, and if you just 
started scraping out business plans 
with some trust-fund babies at Reyk-
javík University, they won’t forgive a 
Bakkus bender. At least not until next 
semester, and that we cannot risk. So 
let’s split things into three categories 
to simplify up: ‘Humanities,’ ‘Arts’ and 
‘Business.’ I realise this categorisation 
is a bit shallow, but I mean, it’s a fair as-
sumption that the people studying sim-
ilar subjects aim for a similar lifestyle 
and like to talk to similar people. Similar 
stuff. There are of course people that 
actually enjoy talking to folks who don’t 
mirror them completely, but this is rath-
er an exception, so let’s get to business.

THE THREE KINGS 
So if you’re studying business or some-
thing in a related field (that optimally 
gets you a lot of money) you’re likely to 
want your drinks professionally mixed, 
surroundings fancy, or at least tidy, and 
your fellows stylish and neat. The mu-
sic has to be catchy rather than ambi-
tious, and a Colgate smile and nicely 
waxed tail is more important than witty 
remarks. The places that fulfil your 
criteria these days are B5, Austur and 
Laundromat (open ‘til 3 AM). Art kids 
usually crowd Bakkus, where you can 
get stale beer from rusty pipes, listen 

to exemplary music at all times and feel 
old if you’re over twenty. If you’re more 
into performance arts you might wanna 
head up to Næsti Bar, where local ac-
tors and other mini-celebs encourage 
each other’s spirits with drunken soft-
soaping, or even up to Kaffibarinn, 
the notorious hang-out of ’93 that still 
survives on the reputation of long lost 
parties. Humanity-studying kids are the 
hardest to shallowly narrow up, like I’ve 
done with the other two groups. That’s 
mostly because that swarm is a split be-
tween scholars and intellectuals on one 
hand and people that just don’t know 
what they want to do with their lives on 
the other. So I recommend a nice bottle 
of vino, and once finished they should 
bend either in a more artistic or money-
thinking direction and at that point they 
can refer to the above tips. 

SCHOOL-OPERATED FIESTAS 
Everyone knows you can’t hang out all 
the time at the local bars, it’s way too 
expensive and boring, and that’s why 
the universities have various student-
party thingies. So-called ‘science-trips’ 
(“Vísindaferð”) are the most popular. In 

theory, a ‘science-trip’ is a party thrown 
by HR departments of companies 
scouting for new blood, but in reality 
these shindigs are just a competition 
amongst students who can thrust the 
most free booze down their throats in 
the two hours some guy is babbling 
about the company’s excellent func-
tions. With a really fancy name, that 
surely vindicates getting wasted at 5 
PM. 
 So please go get trippy on science 
if you can! Beer-festivals like Oktober-
fest and the like can be found in most 
educational entities around, and they 

should be frequented; the beer is al-
ways subsidised by the university for 
‘cultural reasons,’ and it’s almost like 
going to a crazy outdoor festivals with-
out having to sleep in a tent.
 Balls and annual celebrations are 
OK if they are conducted by your de-
partment. However, if they’re open-for-
all, forget about it. Unless you want to 
listen to cliché Páll Óskar tunes and 
jump to Rage Against the Machine 
whilst watching the next guy shove his 
tongue down some sweaty social misfit. 
 There you go! Now there’s nothing 
to do but wish you a nice and boozy se-
mester!  

“Everyone knows you can’t hang out all the time at the local 
bars, it’s way too expensive and boring.”
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The Icelandic education system 
resembles those of Denmark and 
other Scandinavian countries. 
There are four levels of education: 
day-care for children aged 2–6 
years old (sometimes younger), 
compulsory education for children 
aged 6–16, followed by ‘secondary 
school’ (akin to high school), which 
is usually four years, followed by 
higher education provided by Ice-
land’s universities.

Iceland does not have a tradition of 
private schools, although there are pri-
vately owned and operated institutions 
at all levels of education. Generally 
these do not carry any higher prestige 
than the public institutions, and com-
pared to other developed countries 
Iceland has a very low level of students 
attending private schools. All levels of 
education are subsidised by the state, 
including day-care. The day-care and 
the compulsory schools are managed 
or overseen by local authorities, while 
the menntaskóli and universities are 
managed or overseen by the state.
 There is not much parent involve-
ment in the schools’ work and parents 
are generally not offered many oppor-
tunities to volunteer or otherwise par-
ticipate directly in the daily operation of 
day-care centres or primary schools. Of 
course the level of parent involvement 
varies very much from school to school, 
and from class to class, and it is very 
much up to the parents themselves to 

participate and get engaged. There is 
usually a shortage of parents on par-
ent boards, so anyone willing to invest 
time and energy will usually be greeted 
with open arms. Parents who are used 
to American style involvement in their 
children’s education will be disappoint-
ed and frustrated at the general level of 
disengagement of other parents. 
 Most children engage in some 
extracurricular activities, especially 
sports. The local sports team usually 
offers handball and soccer classes that 
are popular with both boys and girls. 
Some also offer swimming and gym-
nastics and other sports or martial arts 
and even chess! Enrolling in sports or 
such activities can be an important 
step towards finding friends and gain-
ing acceptance in the world of Icelan-
dic children—a world that can often be 
very competitive. The scouts are also a 
popular choice. 
 While arts and music education are 
subsidised by the local authorities, they 

are generally rather expensive to at-
tend. The local youth centres might of-
fer clubs or some classes, and schools 
similarly offer some after-school clubs. 
Finding extracurricular activities for 
your children can be challenging and 
parents are encouraged to engage in 
research, ask other parents what their 
children are doing, as well as contact-
ing your local school, sports team and 
the municipal authorities for informa-
tion.

THE FOUR LEVELS OF EDUCATION
Day-care
In Iceland, all children aged 2–6 have 
the right to day-care. Day-care institu-
tions are operated by the municipalities. 
In 2010, there were 277 pre-primary in-
stitutions in Iceland, with an average of 
68 children per institution. Day-care is 
subsidised by the state, although par-
ents pay day-care fees. Children eat 
breakfast and a proper lunch at school.
 Privately operated day-care centres 
have grown rapidly in number in re-
cent years. At year-end of 2009 there 
were 39 privately run day-care institu-
tions in Iceland. Most of these are or-
ganised around a specific educational 
philosophy, including ‘Waldorf educa-
tion,’ which is based on the principles 
of Austrian philosopher Rudolf Steiner. 
There is also homegrown educational 
philosophy ‘Hjallastefnan,’ which also 
emphasises fostering children’s imagi-
nation and connection to nature. Hjal-
lastefnan operates ten day-care cen-
tres and three compulsory schools that 
serve children 5-8 or 9 years old.
 Day-care centres are legally obliged 
to accommodate all children, includ-
ing disabled children and children 
with special needs, including special 
support (although the reality does not 
always meet these ideals). Despite day-
care staff having long been underpaid 
and certain austerity measures that 
have hurt the system, the day-care 
system has held up very well, and is 
extremely ambitious and admirable. 
Icelandic day-care centres are very 
multicultural, as both students and staff 
represent the rapidly changing face of 
Icelandic society.

Compulsory education—Grunnskóli
In Iceland, school attendance is com-
pulsory for all children aged 6-16. Home 
schooling is not allowed, and parents 
are legally obliged to send their chil-
dren to an accredited school. In 2010, 
there were 172 compulsory schools in 
Iceland. Out of these, ten were private 
schools. Less than 2% of students at-
tend private schools, fewer than in most 
OECD countries. At public schools edu-
cation is offered free of charge, while 
most private schools charge student 
fees. 

 Compulsory education is largely 
standardised, and when children fin-
ish the “standardised tests” at age six-
teen most have gone through the same 
educational experience. The education 
is focused on academic subjects, and 
although there is some opportunity to 
take elective subjects at older levels 
children who wish for an academic 
experience consisting of arts or mu-
sic must take these subjects at arts or 
music schools, and these are far from 
cheap. There are very few schools that 
offer any kind of vocational classes for 
children younger than sixteen. 
 There are no schools for gifted chil-
dren, and schools that serve children 
with special needs, physical or learn-
ing disabilities are proportionately rare. 
The Icelandic educational system has 
tried to emphasise equality and mostly 
attempts to serve children with special 
needs within the regular school system. 
The average size of classes is 18-19 

children, which is low in international 
comparison. Compulsory schools are 
also small on average, a third of schools 
having fewer than 100 students. The 
largest school, Árbæjarskóli, has fewer 
than 800 students.

Secondary education—Menntaskóli
Secondary education is not compul-
sory, but anyone who has completed 
compulsory education has the right to 
enter a course of studies in secondary 
school. All teenagers who have finished 
their compulsory education are guar-
anteed access to the “menntaskóli,” al-
though they are not guaranteed admis-
sion to the school of their choice. 
 Generally, secondary education is 
organised as a four-year process, lead-
ing to a matriculation examination that 
gives access to university level schools. 
The length of studies in vocational edu-
cation varies, but four years is also the 
most common here. As a consequence 
most students in secondary schools are 
16–20 years of age.
 There are three types of schools 
within the secondary school system: 
grammar schools, comprehensive 
schools and specialised schools. The 
nine grammar schools focus on classic 
academic subjects aimed at preparing 
students to enter University and are in 
many ways similar to the Gymnasium 
in Denmark, deriving their origins from 
medieval cathedral- and monastery 
schools. While students can in fact still 
study Latin at some of those schools, 
their curriculum has been thoroughly 
modernised and students can choose a 
line of study which suits their academic 
interests, languages, social sciences, 
or natural sciences, but generally have 
very little choice in which classes they 
attend, as they cannot freely choose 
subjects as students at comprehensive 
schools can. 
 The comprehensive schools offer 
academic studies as well as vocational 
training. There are currently 22 com-
prehensive schools being operated, 
and while only three of the grammar 
schools are located outside Reykjavík, 
most secondary schools outside the 
capital are comprehensive schools that 
offer vocational training. Students have 
a wide variety of subjects to choose 
from that are not offered at the gram-
mar schools, from arts and theatre to 
plumbing and ship building. The spe-
cialised schools offer classes in sub-
jects not offered in the comprehensive 
or grammar schools, such as music or 
arts, and most do not graduate stu-
dents with a matriculation exam. Some 
of the specialised schools also offer 
classes at the university level, including 
the agricultural college at Hólar.
 Some of the grammar and compre-
hensive schools charge school fees or 

charge students for materials, although 
these are reasonable in most cases. 
Classes at the specialised schools are 
more expensive. The governmental stu-
dent loan system, LÍN, provides subsi-
dised loans to cover fees and materials 
to eligible students, but these loans are 
very modest in most cases and students 
therefore continue to live with their par-
ents and rely on family support.
 For many students, the second-
ary school experience is less about 
academics and more about the active 
social life. Icelandic secondary schools 
do not compete in sports, but academic 
competitions are popular—and there is 
considerable prestige attached to mak-
ing the school debate team or the quiz 
team. 

Higher education
Only those who have finished the ma-
triculation exam at a grammar- or 
comprehensive school, or a compa-
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“There is not much parent involvement in schools work 
and parents are generally not offered many opportunities 
to volunteer or otherwise participate directly in the daily 
operation of day-care centres or primary schools.”

Wow, huh? It’s fall already? Goddamn. Stupid short Icelandic ‘summer’. Oh well, whatever, nevermind, 
as the poet once casually remarked. We’ll surely enjoy another micro-summer in 2012. In any case, the 
return of FALL DOOM DEATH DARKNESS also means the start of yet another school year. And we 
thought: education is important, why not compile a bunch of articles related to Iceland’s schools and 
education system so as to help folks get all pumped up for the impending school year.
 So we did. 
 Read some nice, school related articles on the preceding two spreads, this very one and the fol-
lowing one. Hurry! They won’t read themselves! 

BACK  TO  SCHOOL! 

We hear it is sometimes tough for immigrants to understand the local schooling system and to 
enroll their children in it. So we thought we'd compile this article. Hopefully it helps.



21

The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 13 — 2011

Iceland Academy of the Arts (Lis-
taháskóli Íslands) was founded in 
1999 and it’s the only university in 
Iceland dedicated to the arts. We 
called up Rector Hjálmar H. Rag-
narsson and asked him to tell us 
more about the university, its pro-
grammes and its future plans. 

First of all, what is the Iceland 
Academy of the Arts? What’s being 
taught there?
The Iceland Academy of the Arts is a 
university level institution providing 
education in the arts—design and ar-
chitecture, fine arts, music, theatre 
and dance, and art education. The pro-
grammes are mostly on the bachelor’s 
level, but there are also master’s pro-
grammes in some fields. 
 We are the only institution of this 
kind in Iceland, so you could say we are 
a national school of arts. We emphasise 
contemporary art and art creation. We 
are very connected to the contempo-
rary art scene and I’d say we are a ma-
jor force in Icelandic artistic life, putting 
on all kinds of exhibitions, concerts, 
and performances over the year. 

What about film and photography? 
Why doesn’t the school have these 
departments? 
The only major art that we don’t have is 
film. In 2004, and again in 2008, we pro-
posed a film programme, but we were 
not able to get financial support from 
the State. The government decided 
instead to support The Icelandic Film 
School, which is not at the university 
level. People are very divided on the is-
sue. Still, we are hoping to get the pro-
gramme started and I’m optimistic that 
we will be able to do it in next few years.
 We have also proposed a plan for 
a photography programme in the De-
partment of Design. In 2008 after the 
crash, all the plans were put aside. We 
just had to protect what we had. For 
now we have a photography lab and 
we have teachers coming and a special 
tutor. But there’s a lot of interest and 
a great need for such a programme, 
which doesn’t exist in Iceland. It’s part 
of our long-term plan. 

What kind of person attends the 
school?
We get applications from all over the 
world and accept about one out of five 
who apply, though in some fields it is 
higher. Students send in an application 
with a portfolio of work showing their 
independent artistic character. Stu-
dents have to fulfil standard require-
ments, like passing the stúdentspróf 
[matriculation exam] and they must 
convince us that they are very passion-
ate about what they are doing, that they 
are inventive and courageous. 

 We choose students from a large 
pool and I don’t hesitate to say that our 
students are some of the most gifted in 
Iceland. There is no stereotypical stu-
dent, but they are all passionate about 
creating something new. Today there 
are about 460 students enrolled. 

The Academy has been trying to 
build a new facility for some years 
now. Where do those plans stand? 
Is there enough space for the stu-
dents?
In the fall of 2008 we had proposed 
plans for an Academy at Laugavegur, 
but since the collapse nothing has 
happened. The State is not ready to 
support [the construction] financially, 
and the Reykjavík City Council has not 
approved the plan for it. Everything is 
frozen. There are politics involved and 
opinions are divided about whether 
it should be at the proposed location. 
However, the Board of the Academy 
adamant that it should be downtown. 
An Academy should be a major force 
in city life and the students also benefit 
from being part of city life, rather than 
being isolated from it. It’s part of art life 
to connect to the city. 
 Now our campus is in three areas 
around town so students have to travel 
between facilities, which is not ideal. 
Currently the Academy is financed 
mostly by the State and a small part 
by tuition [350.000 ISK/year]. We have 
good relations with the government 
and have some short-term plans for 
improving the situation and long term 
plans for building a new facility. 
 Education in the arts is extremely 
important in Iceland and it has wider 
importance as well. It’s a major force 
in the creative industries and Iceland’s 
identity is very connected to how we 
form our ideas in the different fields of 
art. 

Is it being threatened by cutbacks?
There have been serious cutbacks, but 
not more than at the other universities. 
When the collapse happened we were 
next in line to start new programmes 
like photography and film, but those 
plans are on hold for the time being. 
Now our major task is the develop mas-
ter’s programmes in a greater number 
of fields. 

The Iceland Academy of the Arts
The only place to get an a formal arts education in Iceland

Back To School | Academy of the Arts Opinion | Magnús Sveinn Helgason

One of the more common 
arguments heard in de-
bates on higher education 

in Iceland, especially when 
it comes to university funding, is 
that there are way too many univer-
sities in Iceland. Why should Icelan-
dic taxpayers fund seven different 
universities? It makes no sense! 

At first glance, the statistics appear to 
support this. According to figures from 
the US Department of Education, the 
US had some 4.474 institutions of high-
er education in 2009; that is, various 
types of colleges and universities. This 
means there is one institution of higher 
education for every 67.000 inhabitants. 
With seven such institutions, Iceland 
has one for every 46.000 inhabitants. 
Simple arithmetic proves that Iceland 
has around two to three universities too 
many.

THE CENTRAL LOGIC
So, which universities or colleges are re-
dundant? Most people seem to think Bi-
fröst University, followed by the Univer-
sity of Akureyri. Primarily because both 
are small and their curriculum is not that 
different from the University of Iceland 
and Reykjavík University. Surely there 
would be no harm in eliminating these 
two: We could just as well graduate their 
students from the two large universities 
in Reykjavík?
 And we would surely save money in 
the process: We could achieve econo-
mies of scale and scope in the large 
Reykjavík universities, where it would 
be possible to utilise all the fixed costs 
of university education better. More 
students per professor and classroom 
means we lower the production cost of 
students with university degrees.
 Because that is a central logic of 
the whole “Iceland has too many uni-
versities” argument. It is not that there 
are some really bad universities that 
we have no use for—nobody has re-
ally made the argument that Bifröst or 
the University of Akureyri are sub-par 
educational institution and need to be 
eliminated because they are not deliver-
ing their students good education. Nor 
has anyone argued that the Universities 
of Iceland and Reykjavík would provide 
these students with better education. 
The argument is always that by con-
centrating all the education funding, 
and all the students, into larger units we 
would somehow automatically be mak-
ing the most of our investment in higher 
education. It is all about the presumed 
efficiency of larger institutes of higher 
education.

AMBITIOUS PLANS... FOR WHO? 
As if higher education was like any other 
modern consumer industry, where small 
production units imply inefficiency, and 
the goal is simply to produce more at 
lower costs. BA degrees as plastic toys 
for Happy Meals. If that were the case 
it would make perfect sense to elimi-
nate small production units in favour of 
larger, and presumably more efficient, 
institutions. 
 But there is a second, related, argu-
ment for eliminating the small universi-
ties. By eliminating the small universi-
ties, and concentrate all our energies on 
the University of Iceland where money 
could be spent on research, we could 
perhaps get closer to the unrealistic 
goal of making it one of the “top 100 
universities in the world.” But this too, 
I argue, overlooks the nature of higher 
education. 
 I do not doubt we could save money 
by packing all university students in Ice-
land into the University of Iceland. And I 
do not doubt we can use those savings 
to finance research, which could get the 

U of I closer to its ambitious goal. But 
in whose interest would these changes 
be? Perhaps some of the professors and 
a handful of more advanced students 
who would get experience as research 
assistants and university administrators 
and politicians who could congratulate 
themselves on achieving bureaucratic 
goals. 
 But the great majority of the students 
would not benefit at all. 
 Why? Well, it is because the goal of 
higher education is, well, education. The 
goal of Icelandic University policy should 
not be to have a one of the “top 100 uni-
versities in the world,” but to provide 
quality university education to people. 
 And people are different and they 
have different needs. Perhaps espe-
cially when it comes to education. While 
it suits many students just fine to get 
their education in large universities in 
downtown Reykjavík, this does not fit 
the needs of others. People can easily 
get lost in the hustle and bustle of the U 
of I and R U, where students and faculty 
are constantly coming and going and at 
times the air reminds you more of a air-
port terminal than a campus.

AN ISOLATED VILLAGE UTOPIA
The smaller universities can offer stu-
dents an intimacy these large institutions 
cannot. And this intimacy is invaluable 
to many students. Take the University 
of Bifröst, which is really its own small 
village, populated by students and uni-
versity staff, situated in the Norðurá Val-
ley in western Iceland, surrounded by 
picturesque lava fields overgrown by the 
kind of struggling vegetation Icelanders 
like to call “forest,” and far away from 
the distractions of city life. Students 
don’t need to commute to school, they 
are in constant and close contact with 
each other and the staff, and the sur-
roundings are perfect for raising kids.
 In fact, the place reminds you more 
of the kind garden city imagined by late 
19th century Utopian social reformers 
than a campus. Which makes sense, be-
cause it was originally the “Cooperative 
College,” created by the Icelandic coop-
erative movement, which was one of the 
most successful cooperative movements 
in Europe. That is, until it succumbed to 
the demands of mass consumer society 
and the logic of capital. But even if the 
cooperative movement has died some of 
its spirit lives in this small isolated cam-
pus village. 
 Now, by the logic of arithmetic this 
university is obviously redundant. But by 
any other logic it is invaluable to the flora 
of Icelandic higher education. 
 What’s more, the “too many small 
universities” arithmetic argument takes 
our attention away from the real prob-
lem: Iceland spends far too little on 
higher education. See, the problem is 
not that the Icelandic university system 
is too expensive because it has too many 
small units. If that were the case it would 
make some sense to eliminate univer-
sities to save money. But according to 
figures from the OECD, Iceland spends 
less than almost all other developed 
countries on higher education, just 1,2% 
of GDP while the OECD average is 2%. 
Iceland is the only OECD country that 
spends less per student in university 
than it spends per pupil in elementary 
schools. More disturbingly, Iceland is 
falling behind other countries when it 
comes to young people who graduate 
with university degrees: Only 33% of 
people 24–34 years old finish college. 
This proportion is around or over 40% in 
the other Nordic countries.
 Who can honestly think we can solve 
this by cutting costs, eliminating choices 
and providing more standardised mass-
produced BAs in the large universities? 

The Case Against ‘The One 
Big University Theory Of 
Academic Excellence’

rable education elsewhere, can be 
admitted to university (unless their 
circumstances are deemed ‘special’, 
say they have field experience). Most 
Icelandic students enter University at 
20–24 years of age, and graduate in 
four to five years. In 2010 there were 
12.699 students seeking a BA degree, 
4.352 students seeking a MA degree 
and 482 students seeking PhDs at Ice-
landic Universities. In addition, there 
were 1.650 students seeking diplomas 
or candidatus degrees. The social sci-
ences, business and law are the most 
popular subjects. 
 There are currently seven full uni-
versities in Iceland. The University of 
Iceland, the oldest and largest uni-
versity, founded in 1911, is the only 
university with a full range of BA and 
MA degrees in academic disciplines. 
Reykjavík University, a private univer-
sity, founded in 1998 offers degrees in 
law, business, computer science, engi-
neering as well as sports science. To-
gether the Universities of Iceland and 
Reykjavík, both of which are located 
in Reykjavík—at opposite sides of the 
downtown bog to be precise—account 
for over 80% of all university students 
in Iceland. 
 In addition to these two there are 
several smaller universities. The Ice-
landic Academy of the Arts has de-
partments of Design and architecture, 
fine arts, music and theatre and offers 
various BA degrees as well as MA de-
grees in art education, composition 
and theatre. The University of Akurey-
ri, situated in Akureyri, the largest 
town and the “capital” of Northern 
Iceland offers various BA and MA de-
grees in the humanities and social sci-
ences, health sciences, business and 
natural resource sciences. 
 A second small university located 
outside Reykjavik, Bifröst University, 
offers BA and MA degrees in social 
sciences, law and business. Bifröst 
University can trace its roots back 
to the Cooperative College, founded 
in 1918 by the Federation of Icelan-
dic Cooperatives, and operated as 
a grammar school until 1988 when 
it was turned into a University. The 
school was originally a kind of coop-
erative counterweight to the Com-
merce College, Verzlunarskóli Íslands, 
founded in 1905 and operated by the 
Chamber of commerce since 1922. In 
1988, the same year Bifröst was reor-
ganised as a university, the Commerce 
College founded its own University 
of Computer Science, which became 
Reykjavík University in 1998.
 Finally, there are two small agri-
cultural universities, The Agricultural 
University of Iceland at Hvanneyri, 
Western Iceland and Hólar University 
college in Northern Iceland, who both 
offer BA and MA degrees in agricul-
ture, tourism and resource manage-
ment. 

   ANNA ANDERSEN
   NATSHA NANDABHIWAT 

Are you an 'arty kid' that goes to 'art school? Why don't you draw us some comix or something? 
Make yourself useful for a change? DJÓK! But you should still draw us some comix.
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don't care what their 'student politician' classmates are up to. Is this 'a worrying 
development'? How could 'student politics' change to make themselves more ac-
cessible and interesting?

Taste the freshness  
of a farmer’s market
Housed in one of the city’s oldest buildings, Fish 

Market uses ingredients sourced directly from 
the nation’s best farms, lakes, and sea to create 

unforgettable Icelandic dishes with a modern twist.

AÐALSTRÆTI 12   |   +354 578 8877   |   FISHMARKET.IS
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You can never have too 
much education, and Ice-
land has seven universi-

ties for only 320.000 peo-
ple. Apparently, you can have too 
many schools; at least some people 
think that the seven universities 
that our great society maintains 
might be somewhat of a stretch of 
our "recently limited" financial re-
sources. One of them teaches arts, 
two of them how to raise horses 
and sheep, but the other four do the 
typical stuff schools do.
 
There is however only one active stu-
dent politics scene in Iceland, and that’s 
in the University of Iceland (Háskóli 
Íslands—HÍ for short). That Univer-
sity hosts around 15.000 students, and 
quite a lot of teachers and staff. There 
are 25 faculties and a place called 
Háma, where you can learn, lounge, or 
just eat lunch. Elections at HÍ are held 
February each year, and students vote 
through the internet, which is really 
cool, all technical and hip. That means 
that students can even vote while in 
Háma, or just while they are listening to 

their teacher. Or not listening.
 There are two big political move-
ments at HÍ, Röskva and Vaka, and 
they have been around for quite some 
time and both enjoy considerable sup-
port. Smaller parties sometimes pop up, 
and for the past two years a newcomer 
named Skrökva has arrived on the 
scene, with impressive results. Röskva 
and Vaka are both female names in 
Iceland, which fits well for HÍ, since 
women are a large majority of students, 
but Skrökva is a verb which means be-
ing untruthful, alluding to the deceptive 
nature of politics. 
 Röskva and Vaka have historically 
been connected to political parties in 
Iceland. Maybe not officially, but if you 
investigate parliament members, mem-
bers of city and town councils and po-
litical youth movements, you can see a 
tendency of these people having been 
affiliated at some point with Röskva or 
Vaka. This does not apply to Skrökva, 
perhaps since it is a recent movement 
and they focus on abolishing the par-
ties, they want to vote for people, not 
parties. Maybe a good idea. Or not.
 Röskva is the left leaning movement 

in the university and is often associated 
with Samfylkingin, the Social Demo-
cratic Alliance and Vinstrihreyfingin—
grænt framboð—the Left-Green Move-
ment. Vaka defines themselves as the 
democratic alliance, and they are most 
often associated with Sjálfstæðisflok-
kurinn, the Independence Party, the 
big right-wing party in Iceland that has 
dominated Icelandic politics, mostly 
since its inception. As stated earlier, 
Röskva and Vaka are not officially af-
filiated with these political parties, but 
again, they share members as they 
share ideals.
 Even though these connections are 
relevant, the differences between the 
two big movements in the University 
of Iceland do not mirror those of their 
supposed counterparts in parliament. 
This has to do with context and com-
plexity. The debate is more focused; 
we all fight for all students. Everybody 
should have good housing options, fair 
student loans and all students should 
have good teachers and facilities, 
whether they are studying medicine 
or medieval studies. Essentially, every-
body should be able to get education. 

Student Politics in Iceland
Back To School | Politics

While it's true that Iceland's univer-
sities are indeed very affordable, 
with yearly fees for most schools 
(minus textbooks) amounting to a 
week's salary per semester, maybe 
you don't want to live with your par-
ents while going to school. Maybe 
you even already live on your own. 
Maybe you’ve started a family? Or 
perhaps you're from overseas, and 
want to study in Iceland. In that 
case, you need to take a little trip 
to the offices of Lánasjóður Íslen-
skra Námsmanna (“The Icelandic 
Student Loan Fund,” LÍN for short).

WHAT IF YOU’RE A FOREIGNER? 
First things first: if you're a foreigner, 
you might not even qualify for a loan. 
Article 13 of the Icelandic Student Loan 
Fund Act specifically states: “Students 
shall not be entitled to student loans 
under this Act if they are entitled to 
comparable loans from another state.” 
This is an important point: if your coun-
try has a student loan system that will 
pay any amount of money to study 
abroad, LÍN will most likely show you 
the door and advise you to contact loan 
officers in your home country.
 But that's not to say all is lost. If 
you're from a Nordic country, or one 
of the countries in the European Eco-
nomic Area (EEA), you have the same 
rights as Icelandic students. If you're 
from the EEA but don't have a job, you 
can earn those rights when you have 
lived in Iceland for at least five years; 
then you might be able to get a student 
loan. So how does that work?

 Well, first you need to get accepted 
to an Icelandic university and register 
for classes. Once you have that done, 
you need to bring your financial state-
ments regarding what you've earned 
in the past year, proof of identity, and 
bank account information to the LÍN's 
offices. This last bit of information is 
important, as LÍN works very closely 
with Iceland's banks; some would say 
too closely. 

HOW THE BANKS ARE INVOLVED
It used to be that taking out a student 
loan was a matter between you and 
LÍN. But in 2004, LÍN and Landsbanki 
signed a deal wherein a new system 
was created. Whether the bank pres-
sured LÍN for a slice of the pie or not, 
the fact remains that the system today 
works like this:
 You get a loan from LÍN for one 
semester, based on your school, your 
classes, and your past income (and you 
need to have been steadily employed 
for twelve months prior to applying for 
a loan). Other circumstances, such as 
what you pay in rent and how many 
children you have, also come into play. 
Once your loan amount is determined, 
LÍN contacts your bank, and this is 
where it gets tricky.
 The bank doles out parcels of the 
loan to you, on a monthly basis, in the 
form of an overdraft. They do this based 
on an agreement with LÍN that the bank 
will get this money at the end of the se-
mester. In order for you to get your loan, 
you need to sign a contract with your 
bank agreeing to take out said over-

draft. Once the semester is over, LÍN 
pays your bank the full amount, and 
that should be that. 
 But there's a catch: if you fail one of 
your classes, LÍN will not pay. Now you 
owe this money not to LÍN, but to your 
bank. And interest rates on overdrafts 
can be pretty steep. This can put stu-
dents in a potentially tricky situation: 
on top of failing, you now have a six-
figure debt, or higher, to attend to, and 
chances are you're going to have a hard 
time paying that down while going to 
school. Back to the workforce with you!
Smooth sailing on borrowed money
The involvement of the banks remains 
controversial to this day, but assum-
ing everything goes well in school, 
it should be smooth sailing until you 
graduate. The interest rate on a student 
loan is only 1.2%, remarkably low when 
compared to other countries, with re-
payments beginning two years after 
graduation and continuing from any-
where for 10 to 40 years.
 Iceland's student loan system, while 
perhaps unnecessarily complicated by 
the involvement of private banks, can 
work well for the average student who 
passes all their classes and becomes 
gainfully employed within a couple 
years of graduating. So long as you're 
from the right country, study hard, and 
get a job quickly after you finish school, 
you should have absolutely no prob-
lems with getting an Icelandic student 
loan. 

You Need To Pay For School Now?
How Iceland's student loan system works

Back To School | Money

   PAUL FONTAINE
   ALÍSA KALYANOVA 
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Do they only have themselves to blame?
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Where timing is of the essence

We are proud to be the official time-piece 
supplier to the Icelandic Coast Guard

“We tried this place 
purely on the back 

of  its excellent 
review on 

Tripadvisor 
and weren’t 

disappointed. “ CAFE HAITI by the Old Harbour
Geirsgata 7b, 101 Reykjavík 

tel: 661 5621 / 588 8484 
Opening hours: 8.00 – 23.00

Quality coffee roasted on the premises

THE FILM SCHOOL’S IN TROUBLE
A former student ref lects 

Back To School | Trouble

Unequal financial situations that keep 
some people from attending school; this 
means less opportunities for individuals 
in our society, and makes it even less 
equal. That brings a truly terrible shared 
fate: A multitude of individuals that are 
less likely to maximize their potential, 
resulting in a less productive and happy 
society. 
 Even though the times call for a re-
sponsible debate on financial compro-
mises (as times usually do), debate in 
universities by the representatives of 
students, as all students, should in some 
way break through the walls of the in-
stitution. I think the main difference 
between the parties is in the minds of 
these groups. Left/right, radical/con-
servative ideas that shape the way peo-
ple think, work and deliver. Ideas like 
discrimination and yes, ideas on how 
to get more money for the University, 
thoughts on whether we should fight for 
our rights only inside the University or 
out in the public as well, and on which 
levels. How far are we willing to go to 
reach for our rights? Röskva and Vaka 
have roots like I said, to the left and to 
the right. Forty years ago, the move-

ments at HÍ were much more radical 
than they are now. They debated the so-
ciety that we inhabit. Why shouldn’t stu-
dents say something about that? Maybe 
we should. Maybe we should think more 
about our neighbours. Take stand with 
students and people around the world, 
in Norway, China or in Libya. What do 
you think?
 If we go back to the University of Ice-
land, and look into the Student Council 
Office, they are not writing articles on 
Libya, but they are working hard. The 
Student Council acts in the name of all 
students in the University, and some-
times in the name of the students in Ice-
land. Loan deals, housing, preschools 
for students’ kids, and taking care of us, 
the students. That’s what we are fight-
ing for. 

Guðfinnur Sveinsson is a member of 
popular post-rock outfit For a Minor Re-
flection and he also is an active member 
of the abovementioned Röskva (so his op 
should be read with that in mind).

   GUÐFINNUR SVEINSSON

Kvikmyndaskóli Íslands (The 
Icelandic Film School) is in 
trouble. It has through the 

years been run with a finan-
cial contribution from the Icelandic 
state along with the rather hefty school 
fees it charges its students. The school 
has repeatedly sought greater contri-
butions from the state, but has been 
declined repeatedly with the Ministry 
of Education, Science and Culture cit-
ing Iceland’s current financial situation 
and the resulting cutbacks to every 
educational institution. The school’s 
rector is furious and claims the school 
is in no position to operate without fur-
ther state funding. School is already in 
session, but due to these complications 
all courses have been delayed until No-
vember at least.  
 The school has been getting a lot 
of attention lately because of its me-
dia wrestling match with the Minister 
of Education. And now the school's 
students are protesting by locking 
themselves in the ministry's lobby. I'm 
not picking sides because I honestly 
haven't been paying much attention to 
the whole thing. I am however a former 
pupil there, and it is my honest opinion 
that closing down the school would be 
a horrible idea.
 Filmmaking in Iceland is a fragile 
little profession. Icelanders have only 
been making films regularly since the 
early 1980s, and one could argue that 

the training wheels aren't ready to come 
off yet. It can be discouraging if your 
only option for education is abroad. 
Moving to another country is not an op-
tion for everybody, but Kvikmyndaskó-
linn is.
 Random loudmouths often say that if 
you really want to learn filmmaking, your 
only choice is studying abroad. That the 
Icelandic school isn't good enough, and 
that it doesn't have enough credibility 
when it comes to applying for a job.

Well, less than fifteen years ago, Kvik-
myndaskólinn was just a short seminar 
that nobody really cared about. Today 
it's a real school. It's an actual place 
where you can go and learn to make 
films. Films on par with ‘Citizen Kane’ or 
‘Lawrence of Arabia,’ if that's your thing. 
And if the school keeps on growing at 
its current speed, it might very well be 
one of the world's finest film schools in 
ten to twenty years. Who knows.
 My two years studying at Kvikmyn-
daskólinn were wonderful and I learned 
a lot. I don't know how good they look 
on my CV, but I do know that I now know 
how to make a film. Seriously. Do you 
have 50 million krónur? Give it to me 
and I'll make you a film. And it will be 
the best film you ever saw. 

   HAUKUR VIÐAR ALFREÐSSON

"Love, compassion and toler-
ance, these things we cel-
ebrate." 

These are the words of hardcore en-
thusiastic and former I Adapt vocalist 
Birkir F. Viðarsson. These words could 
also easily be used to describe the Hjal-
li model, or Hjallastefnan. 
 There are many reasons why the 
Hjalli model is appealing, and there are 
so many reasons why it works as well 
as it does—and it does. The first thing 
that comes to mind, when one wants to 
describe Hjallastefnan and its schools, 
is gender segregation. Hjallastefnan 
promotes a system wherein children 
work in small, gender-divided groups 
for the majority of their schoolday. 
 Using this method, both genders get 
nourished on their terms and both girls 
and boys get the freedom to work on 
honing their full range of good quali-
ties. Stereotypes do not prevail in those 
circumstances.  

 Another key element is the fact that 
everyone at school is required to wear 
a school uniform, not only the children 
but also the staff. This makes every 
child equal to the next and helps avoid 
bullying at school, but not only that—the 
individual shines more once not judged 
by his or her cover. 
 What might be the most important 
ingredient in this mixture is respect. 
Every child is greeted in the morning 
by faculty and staff, and all communi 
cations are respectful at all times. As 
a matter of fact, we begin every school 
year with these words as our guiding 
light:  “discipline, respect, behaviour, 
courtesy and manners, and this how 
we enter winter!”

Bóas Hallgrímsson teaches children at a Hjalli 
model school when he’s not performing with 
loud rawk outfit Reykjavík! 

What Is ‘The Hjalli Model’?

   BÓAS HALLGRÍMSSON
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At the Grill Market the seasons are in control of the menu 
with all the freshest ingredients available - from the sea, 

heaths, lakes, rivers and farms. In our cooking methods we go 
for the origin of the ingredient and use fire, smoke, wood and 
charcoal to achieve deep, rich, earthy flavors that we balance 
out with freshness. The result is an unexpected cuisine where 

Icelandic tradition and modern times come together.

Mon – Wed: 11:30-14:00, 17:00-22:30 
Thurs – Fri: 11:30-14:00, 17:00-23:30 
Sat: 17:00 – 23:30 | Sun:17:00-22:30

LÆKJARGATA 2A | 571 7777 | GRILLMARKADURINN.IS

The Dreaded Eighties
Music | Dr. Gunni’s History Of Icelandic Rock / Part 28

In 1980, the world was divided into 
two parts: disco and punk. In 1983, 
three thunderous years later, punks 
had become new-wavers, metal-
heads or ‘regular people’ and the 
disco gang now got its’ kicks from 
‘new romantics’ such as Duran Du-
ran and Spandau Ballet. When the 
echoes from the ‘Rokk í Reykjavík’ 
documentary (premiered in 1982) 
had faded out, the dreaded EIGHT-
IES slowly settled in.

Puffed hair. Mullets. Women in tuxedos 
with pink bow ties. Men with lipstick on. 
Rolled up sleeves. Glovelettes, shoulder 
pads, gaiters. Lines painted on cheeks. 
Pastel colours. Neon colours. Don Cano 
coats. Jón Páll was the strongest man in 
the world, Hófi was the most beautiful 
woman in the world. You young idiots 
might think all this is cute and cuddly in 
retrospect—and might even believe that 
these times were somewhat interesting 
to live in—but believe me, it was not and 
they were not.

ARE YOU WHAM OR DURAN DU-
RAN? OR MAYBE RIKSHAW?
As legend has it, people were either 
on Wham's or Duran Duran's side (of 
course, I couldn't care less with my 
Fall and Birthday Party records sound-
tracking my isolated virgin life). No Ice-
landic band imitated Wham though, but 
Duran Duran had, ehrm, a strong influ-
ence on this Icelandic band called Rik-
shaw. It was lead by the singer, a dedi-
cated guy called Richard Scobie. He 
was Icelandic/American and had lived 
in the USA for most of his youth. He 
filled his bandmates' skulls with hopes 
and dreams. "When we had rehearsed 
eight songs we printed very expensive 
colour posters, hired a stylist, painted 
our faces like ladies and played at the 
club Safarí," says Sigurður Gröndal, the 
guitarist. Contrary to what some ex-
pected Safarí was packed and Rikshaw 
was on a roll.
 The first Rikshaw four track EP 
came out in 1985 and included a hit: 
‘Into The Burning Moon.’ The band 
made a fancy video for the song, which 
cost more than the record to produce. 
Rikshaw became popular, but people 
either loved the band or hated it. It 
wasn't easy being a pop star in Reyk-
javík and Richard was under constant 
surveillance: "Once I sat on the bus 
and I overheard someone say that there 
was the dude with the Duran Duran 
hairdo. I got fed up, went into the next 
barbershop and asked for a crop cut. 
Two weeks later I saw a new photo of 
Simon Le Bon where he had cut his hair 
just like it. Of course everybody thought 
I was ripping him off," Richard said in 
1990, obviously still a bit annoyed with 
life's injustices. 
 Iceland, of course, wasn't enough for 
Rikshaw. The band ran after the "make 
it abroad" carrot for several years. That 
road was paved with broken promises 
and crooked showbiz types. When Rik-
shaw performed in Iceland they were 
usually doing so for the benefit of some 
foreign big shots checking them out. 
Finally Rikshaw, the album, came out 
in 1987 on a tiny German label. It sank 
without a trace and the band did too.

HERBERT’S GAMBLE PAYS OFF
Herbert Guðmundsson became a bone 
fide pop star in 1985 with his mega 
eighties hit "Can't Walk Away." Herbert 
had toiled away in several rock bands in 
the seventies but following his divorce 
in 1980 he moved to Bolungarvík in the 
West where he operated ball group 
Kan. Kan's personnel laboured "like 
men" under Herbert's iron restraint and 
eventually became the Westfjords' main 
band. Kan released their sole album in 
1984, ‘Í ræktinni’ (“At The Gym”). It did 
fine.

 When Herbert finally got paid out 
for the apartment he had owned with 
his estranged wife, he put all the money 
towards making his solo album—the 
modestly titled ‘Dawn Of The Human 
Revolution’—and to make a blow-dried, 
wind machine infested video for ‘Can't 
Walk Away.’ Some unadventurous plebs 
thought Herbert's spending spree was 
nuts, but it paid off as the album ulti-
mately shifted 10.000 copies. ‘Can't 
Walk Away’ is still the numero uno Ice-
landic eighties song, and remains Her-
bert's golden goose. 

ALL THE REST 
Other arch Eighties groups include Pax 
Vobis, which leaned towards the Japan 
(Japan the band) school of slickness, 
Sonus Futurae, a wonderful synth band 
with one six-track EP out in 1982, Cosa 

Nostra, which featured the future Lazy-
town-composer Máni Svavarsson, and 
Módel, a hairy and make up-y "super-
group" featuring two Mezzoforte guys 
on a leave from ‘the world of fusion’.
 However, the eighties most con-
sistently popular Icelandic band was 
Stuðmenn ("Funmen"). They had more 
influence on Icelandic pop music than 
any other band. More on that next time.

  Dr. Gunni 

Photos:
1. Herbert Guðmundsson in 1986
2. Rikshaw in 1985, with their fresh 
puffy hairdos in the hall of mirrors.
3. Kan 's ‘At The Gym’ album naturally 
had a gym-bimbo on the cover. 
4. Sonus Futurae looking futuristic in 
1982, no puffy hair.

By Dr. Gunni (Based on his book Eru ekki allir í stuði from 2001). We hear the 
good doctor is working on an updated version of the book for 2011! 
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Eyrarbraut 3, 825 Stokkseyri, Iceland · Tel. +354 483 1550
Fax. +354 483 1545 · info@fjorubordid.is · www.fjorubordid.is

At the Restaurant Fjöruborðið in Stokkseyri

> Only 45 minutes drive from Reykjavík

By the
 sea and

lobster
a delicios

WHALE
WATCHING
EXPRESS

TOURS
SPECIAL

Make the most 
of your day!

We 
offer free 

pick-up 
in the

Reykjavik
area!

Call us 
+354 892 0099
or book online
specialtours.is

HOW
TO BOOK?

Takesonly 2-2
hours

PUFFIN
WATCHING
The Puffin Express adventure 
is an inexpensive and 
charming option for everyone.

Five times daily: 8:30, 10:30, 
12:30, 14:30 and 16:30.

Only
20

Euros!

Spend more time whale 
watching and less time 
waiting.

Say the keyword and 
save 10% of your whale 
watching adventure: 
Grapevine Special Offer.

Takes
only 1

hour

Sea Angling Trips also 
available daily at 18:00.

APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT OKT 

 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 

 14:00 14:00 14:00 14:00 14:00 

  17:00 17:00 17:00

15 JUL – 15 AUG  20:00 20:00

WHALE WATCHING TOURS

„That was marvellous!
We saw many whales 
and dolphins. Fantastic.“
-Samantha

Music | Reviews

Can somebody please FOR THE LOVE 
OF GOD enable it so that the next Plas-
tic Gods release has a good producer 
and a decent recording budget? We’ve 
all experienced the brilliance of their 
live show, and they have the ability 
and potential to produce THE immense 
doom metal album that would make 
Neurosis crap blocks of solid fear.
Their latest release is a case in point. 
Containing their earliest composi-
tions, ‘Plastic Gods’ is certainly a hard 
and undauntingly HEAVY album, with 
tracks like ‘Zero Tolerance’ seeped in 
great pools of sludge, with grinding 
guitars and bass buzzing aural dirt all 
over its workings. All the while, singer 

Ingó growls through the record like a 
bear in heat.
But the album gives the impression 
of treading water as they reach the 
limits of their current position, both in 
their music and recording resources. 
‘Heiðar’ does give signs of a new 
direction, with the band playing with 
varying tones and texture along the 
lines of Jesu. 
They’ve come this far on their own 
merit and you sense the next stage in 
the Plastic Gods story is going to be 
something truly awesome and terrify-
ing and I for one will revel in it, as well 
you should too.

 - BOB CLUNESS 

Plastic Gods
Plastic Gods
www.gogoyoko.com/artist/plasticgods

They’re almost there. Aaaaalmost!

The opening tracks of this fine, strange 
album—‘Innsigling’ and ‘Leggir’—set 
up this LP as one containing the best 
doomy-blues songs that Nick Cave 
only wishes that he could have waved 
at as it passed his stupid, goth-y big 
head, gazing at a reflection of a Cap-
tain Beefheart album in a river. Yeah, 
of blood, obviously. Which makes it all 
the more satisfyingly odd when a load 
of ‘50s doo-wop crops up immediately 
afterwards. And then rock and roll, 
‘50s and ‘70s style, a hint of funk here 
and there with lasses/kids shadowing 
the main vocal with distinctly creepy 
effect on ‘Rokkabillíbúgívúgíblús’—a 
track which wouldn't sound out of 

place on a Roogalator album. 
 You don't have to like this because 
it's a bit strange (though it is, in many 
ways both good and probably bad for 
you) and please don't listen to it ironi-
cally (you're not from Camden, thank 
fuck). Just whack the album on and 
get boogying like the man says. Why 
the fuck not?

 - JOE SHOOMAN 

Skúli Mennski
Búgí!
www.mennskur.is

Boogie? Yeah, ok.

 This, in turn, has sparked a volley of criticism from 

multiple sources. By letting domestic prices reach 

unsustainable levels, while not allowing the market to 

bring in cheaper goods, the minister is endangering 

the domestic market, says Finnur Árnason, the direc-

tor of Hagar. Hagar owns a number of retail chains in 

Iceland, including Bónus, Hagkaup and Ferskar kjöt-

vörur (Fresh Meat Products). He adds that the min-

ister has raised import tariffs to such levels that the 

country is effectively closed to imports.

 Meanwhile, Ólafur Stephensen, the editor of Frét-

tablaðið, responded to the minister's defence of Ice-

land's sheep farmers by wondering what politician is 

looking out for consumers.

FREE iPAD! 
Some are making their point in more creative ways. 

Leifur Þórsson, the director of Fresh Meat Products, 

took out a full-page ad in Fréttablaðið offering a free 

iPad for anyone who could bring him 600 tonnes of 

lamb meat. He emphasises that the focus should not 

be on the sheep farmers, but rather on meat export-

ers, and not least of all, the tariffs system in Iceland.

 The Consumers' Association of Iceland has re-

leased a statement saying they believe it is imperative 

that the minister needs to change his policies on what 

products may be imported, and how high the tariffs 

can be, for the sake of the country's consumers. They 

point out that the parliamentary ombudsman has al-

ready stated that the current policy violates the Ice-

landic constitution.

 Conservatives in parliament have seized upon 

the opportunity to employ populist rhetoric about Ice-

land's consumers, with Independence Party MP Sig-

urður Kári Kristjánsson calling for legislative changes 

that would allow meat to be imported.

 But the minister stands guard with his protection-

ist policies, even acting unilaterally and against the 

judgement of his closest advisors, admitting recently 

that he unilaterally changed import tolls to be based 

on price rather than weight, thereby driving up the 

price of imports.

 While Icelandic consumers would undoubtedly 

prefer to buy products made in their own country, 

when those products are pointed squarely away from 

Iceland, while the same products from abroad are 

blocked entry, the protectionist stance the minister 

has taken translates to Icelanders having little choice 

but to pay more in the grocery store for goods their 

own country produces, while being assured this is be-

ing done for their own good. 

Continued from page 10

Continued from page 12

WE NEED MORE YUMMY LAMB!

ZOMBIE POLITICS

Actually only twelve percent believe that parlia-

ment is working for the common good. Politicians 

are detested. This general lack of trust is of course 

worrying—it is not an overstatement to talk about a 

crisis of politics. 

NEW PARTIES, NEW CHALLENGES
Changes might be in the air. The two opposition 

parties are both moving towards nationalism. With 

this they cover their bases on the right, probably in-

suring that Davíð Oddsson and his ant-EU followers 

do not form a nationalist party to the right of them. 

But at the same time they abandon their positions 

in the more internationalist centre.  This is a place 

the Social Democrats would like to fill, but many of 

the centre right cannot imagine voting for them. So 

there is a void. One person who would like to fill it is 

Guðmundur Steingrímsson, a young politician from 

an illustrious family, the son and grandson of for-

mer prime ministers of Iceland. He has just resigned 

from the Progressive Party and plans to found a new 

party—pro-EU, business friendly, pragmatic, with-

out being in thrall to the interest groups that are so 

strong in Iceland.

 Politics is perceived as lacking in convictions, 

integrity, talent and ideas. Being a politician in 

this country is an ungrateful task—the pay is also 

very bad. But it has to be said that politicians have 

disgraced themselves through endless bickering. 

Many thought the collapse would be a wakeup call, 

but in fact the political discourse has been get-

ting more insufferable. Another challenge to this 

system comes from a constitutional committee of 

twenty-five people, elected to present ideas for 

a new constitution. It finished its task in July, and 

now parliament has to decide what to do with them. 

Iceland still has an archaic constitution, originating 

from the time of the Danish monarchy. Prime Minis-

ter Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir is keen on rewriting the 

constitution, but the leaders of the opposition are 

not. If the government falls, this process will likely 

come to a halt. 

 Some of the members of the constitutional 

committee have said that they would run for parlia-

ment if this happens. This might actually be what is 

called for in Icelandic politics, candidates who are 

totally untarnished by the old and discredited party 

system.  
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The year 2011 is a big one for Ice-
landic literature. In October, the 
country will be the guest of hon-
our at the Frankfurt Book Fair, and 
Reykjavík has just been named 
UNESCO's fifth official ‘City of Lit-
erature.’ But for many the main 
event remains the biannual Reyk-
javík International Literary Festi-
val. It's staged in early September 
(September 7–11 this year) and has 
for 26 years imported many of world 
literature's biggest names, as well 
as featuring most of Iceland's major 
authors.

Previous guests include Kurt Vonnegut, 
Paul Auster, Isabel Allende, Hanif Ku-
reishi, Nick Hornby, Roddy Doyle, Ha-
ruki Murakami, Margaret Atwood and 
Henning Mankell—as well as four No-
bel laureates: Seamus Heaney, Günter 
Grass, Jose Saramago and J.M. Coe-
tzee. Herta Müller will be the fifth—and 
the first female Nobel laureate to visit 
the festival. It happened to be Herta 
Müller's 58th birthday when we paid a 
visit to Stella Soffía Jóhannesdóttir, the 
festival's manager.
 I ask Stella how the festival will in-
teract with the Frankfurt and UNESCO 
projects. “The festival and Sagenhaftes 
[Sagenhaftes Island, the organisation 
that oversees the Frankfurt project] 

will stage a panel where scholars will 
discuss new translations of the sagas. 
Then Icelandic authors will speak of 
how the sagas have influenced their 
own work. There will also be many pub-
lishers arriving because of the Frank-
furt project, as well as a lot of German 
journalists and other media people. So 
it’s a very fruitful co-operation. Regard-
ing the UNESCO project, one main 
criteria for Reykjavík being a UNESCO 
City of Literature is that we have a 
proper international literary festival, 
so that should strengthen the festival. 
But it's all quite recent and I don't know 
what the next steps will be, whether it 
will be annual in the future or if some 
other changes might occur."
 But are there any special themes 
at this festival? According to Stella, 
the Nordic literary heritage and mod-
ern Nordic literature are the only pre-
decided themes but as we go over the 
schedule other themes appear, even if 
no one planned them. The first theme 
I noticed was an emphasis on feminist 
authors, such as the aforementioned 
Herta Müller, Egyptian novelist and hu-
man rights activist Nawal El Saadawi 
(who will be interviewed by Ingibjörg 
Sólrún, former mayor of Reykjavík and 
later Minister for Foreign Affairs) and 
Swedish author Sara Stridsberg. Sara 
wrote a fictional account of Valerie 

Solanas, author of the militant feminist 
SCUM manifesto. She also translated 
the manifesto into Swedish, but the 
Icelandic translator, poet Kristín Svava 
Tómasdóttir, is also reading at the festi-
val.

A CITY OF SHELTER
And then there are all the absent writ-
ers. Icelandic author Sjón will discuss 
deceased Russian writer and journal-
ist Anna Politkovskaya with Katharina 
Narbutovic, who is publishing a book 
about Politkovskaya this fall (Politkovs-
kaya was mysteriously killed almost 
five years ago after being very critical 
of Vladimir Putin and the conflict in 
Chechnya).
 "Later that night there will be a 
reading from her works. I don't know 
whether we pull the empty chair, but I 
think this is a very fitting event, con-
sidering Reykjavík just became a city 
of shelter." That shelter being the so-
called ICORN program for persecuted 
authors and the first one will come to 
Reykjavík this fall. "It's an international 
programme. Authors are provided shel-
ter, get a place to stay and work with-
out being prosecuted by an unfriendly 
government." So are they in hiding? 
"Some lay very low, hardly leave the 
house, but many can be quite visible, 
it's simply very different between differ-

ent cases. Salman Rushdie participated 
in this programme and was always kept 
hidden, but that is not necessarily the 
general rule."
 The idea of the absent author 
was Sjón's idea, and Politkovskaya is 
not the only one at the festival. Irène 
Némirovsky died in Auschwitz in 1942 
but it was only seven years ago that 
‘Suite Francaise,’ her novella about life 
in occupied France, was released and 
became an international bestseller. It 
was her daughter, Denise Epstein, who 
discovered the manuscript and she will 
read from her mother's work at the fes-
tival. Finally there is the Icelandic novel-
ist Thor Vilhjálmsson, who passed away 
this year and the festival is dedicated to 
him. "He was the founder of the festival 
and was always on the board. He had a 
big say in which authors were invited, 
he always had strong opinions on that."

 So how are authors chosen? "We 
call for ideas from different people. 
From the publishers too, we ask what 
they are translating or what they are in-
terested in translating. Those sitting on 
the board have very clear ideas about 
how they like the festival to be and we 
also try to make sure it's a literary event 
but not just the most popular authors; 
we don't want to be swamped by crime 
authors, even if they are popular, that's 
not the main thing at such a festival."

PORTRAITS OF THE ARTISTS
But is it easy getting authors to attend? 
"Yes, it's usually surprisingly easy. Ev-
erybody wants to come to Iceland, 
people feel it's exotic, it's usually not in 
the way but if they're invited they are 
eager to come. The festival is also very 
special because of the closeness. David 
Sedaris visited two years ago, he usu-
ally reads to between 3.000 to 10.000 
people each night, and then he comes 
here and reads for a hundred people. 
He absolutely loved it, to be able to talk 
to and connect to his readers."
 But why a literary festival? Are the 
books themselves not enough? "To 
get to meet the author and see him 
or her read, that's always something 
special. To see them read in their own 
language, in their element ... and also 

the interviews and panels, getting into 
the writer’s head and learn about their 
experiences." It should be noted that si-
multaneously the text is translated on a 
screen behind the stage, into Icelandic 
for the foreign authors and into English 
for the Icelandic authors. Over half of 
the foreign authors have been trans-
lated into Icelandic or will be translated 
in the next few months; most of them 
are available in English as well.
 Two photo exhibitions will run dur-
ing the festival. One about the life of 
the aforementioned Irène Némirovsky, 
and the other features portraits of the 
guests of previous festivals, taken by 
many of Iceland's finest photographers. 
But how has Stella's picture of previous 
guests developed? "You usually have a 
pre-conceived picture of the author—
then they come and are totally differ-
ent," she says and reminisces about 

J.M. Coetzee’s 2007 visit. "Everybody 
told us he was so cold and distant and 
never willing to do anything. Every-
body was a bit shy in the beginning, 
but then it turned out he wanted to do 
everything for everybody. It didn't mat-
ter what, he did it. He came to all the 
parties and cocktail functions, he read, 
gave lectures and everything." 
 However, he didn't give any inter-
views and Stella tells me Herta Müller is 
in the same boat. I can't help but won-
der if Nobel Prize winners dislike jour-
nalists. "Then there are always some 
prima donnas," she continues and 
mentions an unnamed author who had 
high standard for hotels. "He didn't find 
Hótel Holt good enough. So we drove 
all over town, checked on all the rooms 
... but these are the exceptions, most 
are very easygoing and helpful." 

“David Sedaris visited two years ago, he usually reads to 
between 3.000 to 10.000 people each night, and then he 
comes here and reads for a hundred people. He absolutely 
loved it, to be able to talk to and connect to his readers.”

Literature | Smorgasbord

Grapevine warms up for the Reykjavík International Literary Festival

Famous Authors And Absent Authors

   ÁSGEIR H. INGÓLFSSON 
   JULIA STAPLES 

The Reykjavík Literature Festival is always lots of fun!  
Check Grapevine.is for some of our author picks for this edition.
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C Downtown location

C 4 levels

C Modest-sized groups, 
   max. 12

Barónsstígur 3 - 101 Reykjavík 
tel: 8996570 

islenska@multi-kulti.org / www.multi-kulti.org

COURSES - FALL 2011:
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Icelandic
Icelandic 1   Aug. 29th.-Oct.12th. 17:00-19:00  Mon. Wed. and Fri.

Icelandic 2   Aug. 29th.-Oct.12th. 17:00-19:00  Mon. Wed. and Fri.

Icelandic 3   Aug. 30th.-Nov. 3rd.  17:00-19:00  Tue. and Thu.

Icelandic 1   Sep. 5th.-Oct. 19th.   10:00-12:00  Mon. Wed. and Fri.

Icelandic 4   Sept. 27th.-Dec. 6th. 17:00-19:00  Tue. and Thu.

Icelandic 1   Oct. 24th.-Dec. 7th.   17:00-19:00  Mon. Wed. and Fri.

Icelandic 2   Oct. 24th.-Dec. 7th.   17:00-19:00  Mon. Wed. and Fri.
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www.harpa.is     Tel. +354 528 5050

We look forward to seeing you in Harpa

MUSIC – CULTURE – GUIDED TOURS

Harpa 
Welcomes You

VIDEO 
A new documentary featuring Icelandic bands  
by Árni Sveinsson - shows weekdays at 19.00  
in Kaldalón. Price: ISK 1500 (10 Euros) 

AMAZING ICELAND 
A documentary on Iceland́ s nature and wildlife  
- shows weekdays at 13.00 in Kaldalón.  
Price: ISK 1500 (10 Euros)

Every day at 11.00 and 15.30  

Price: ISK 1500 (10 Euros)

The tour lasts 45 minutes and is in English. It takes 
you on an interesting walk around the many facilities 
of Harpa, through the main halls and spaces and 
gives you an opportunity to take a look at its unique 
architectural features.

Book special tours at tours@harpa.is  
or kristin@harpa.is or tel. +354 528 5009.  
Discounts for large groups.

Guided tours in Harpa

Enjoy dining at the outstanding „à la carte“ restaurant and bar Kolabrautin on the  
fourth floor. And for a cup of coffee or quick snack visit Munnharpan on the ground floor.  
Also on the ground level you’ll find 12 Tónar, a music shop with an extensive selection  
of music, and Epal, a Nordic design shop that also offers souvenirs from Harpa.

Visit our website for exciting upcoming events 
including Björk- Biophilia, the Meisterpianist Series, 
The Reykjavík Jazz Festival and Iceland Airwaves.

Excellent restaurants and shops

Concerts in Kaldalón all summer
Harpa presents concerts in Kaldalón at 17.00 by the Classical Concert 
Company of Reykjavík – a journey through traditional Icelandic music.

Tickets on sale at www.harpa.is and at the box office in Harpa.
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Last year, the promotional poster for 
the Reykjavík Dance Festival fea-
tured a late-twenties dancer wear-
ing shorts and a flesh-coloured 
bra standing with her back against 
a wall, one-foot and chin up, star-
ing aggressively at the viewer. The 
stark but startling image seemed 
to promise something new and un-
usual, more concerned with ideas 
than stage pictures. If there was 
any bounce in ticket sales—it might 
have been responsible. 

 The premiere of Margrét Sara Guðjóns-
dóttir’s 'Soft Target,’ the work the image 
derived from, revealed a work that was 
as intriguing—and as irresolvable—as 
the picture. Clearly, many people were 
captivated: ‘Soft Target’ was booked at 
venues throughout Europe, including 
Springdance in the Netherlands and 
Tanz im August/Sommer.bar in Berlin. I 
found ‘Soft Target’ to be ambitious and 
original—yet I wasn’t sure if it managed 
to convey something novel about per-
ception or the perceived/perceiver gap, 
the topics it claimed to be about.

INTENSE AND CEREBRAL
Over email from Berlin, where she 
currently lives and works, Margrét 
Sara turns out to be as intense and 
cerebral as her work. Balanchine may 
have claimed to begin his work when 
he walked into the studio, but Margrét 
Sara “work[s] on what I want to com-
municate and how I can communicate it 
months before entering the dance stu-
dio.” She prefers to work with a dancer 
other than herself, even when she is 
creating a solo for a female performer, 
in order to gain distance.
 At this year’s Reykjavík Dance Fes-
tival, Margrét Sara will premiere 'Dedi-
cation,' a half-hour performance for 
one dancer that is part of her research 
process towards a full-evening work, 
'Variations On Closer.' That final piece, 
which will involve four dancers and a 
lighting designer, couldn’t be realised 
in time for the festival because of fund-
ing constraints. 
 Margrét Sara describes ‘Dedication’ 
as having an autobiographical impe-
tus—“doing artistic work is a struggle 
you have to be dedicated to”—but its 
purview is, of course, larger. "Creativity 
can even come from dedication," Mar-
grét Sara posits. As research, she is 
conducting a discussion series, ‘Dedi-
cation2,’ about freedom (and, presum-
ably, its relation to dedication) with at 
least thirty performance makers. She’s 
also doing studio work “on different 
types of body awareness and […] stage 
presence” and the “resurrection of past 
experiences living/stored in the body 
memory of the performer.” 

‘THE GAZE’
I asked Margrét Sara why she thought 
that abstract ideas like those of ‘Soft 
Target’ or ‘Dedication’ were well-suited 
to exploration in dance or theatre. She 
answered that perception, how we “ex-
perience, watch, read into, interpret, 

sense, make sense” was a big interest, 
and “how and what makes you experi-
ence in a new way” a favourite ques-
tion; these things were obviously ap-
propriate for the stage.
 In ‘Soft Target,’ she was particularly 
interested in “the gaze and how we re-
ceive through the visual allowing pro-
jection to decide what it is that we see.” 
Often, she says “Looking through the 
eyes of our past experiences is block-
ing us from having "new" experiences. 
We have already decided what is what, 
which is an automatic animalistic reflex 
to survive.” She points out that the “ag-
gression of the projection that takes 
place between the observed and the 
observer in the theatre space is par-
allel to real life.” As a choreographer, 
she says, she “like[s] to work with and 
against this human reflex.”

THE MYSTERY REMAINS
Margrét Sara also explains that some 
of the confusion felt by viewers of her 
work is intentional; her work is “pur-
posefully obscure.” In ‘Soft Target,’ she 
used “the androgynous look of the half 
naked dancer […] as a confusing first 
layer image,” and in ‘Dedication,’ she 
is attempting to “neutralise the per-
formers’ appearance and blur the lines 
of any familiar shapes and gestures” 
which she hopes will open up “a dif-
ferent kind of a shared non-verbal and 
non-image-based communication/ex-
perience with the audience.”
 This is thought-provoking—but still 
leaves what ‘Dedication’ will look or 
feel like opaque. There is the fact that 
Margrét Sara names Romeo Castellucci 
and Ivo Dimchev as performance art-
ists whose work she most enjoys. The 
work of these men is concerned with 
ideas, but it is also visual, loud and, 
well, dramatic. Ivo makes himself bleed 
in several of his performances, and Ro-
meo’s latest work includes the pouring 
of (fake) shit all over the stage. Some 
of Margrét Sara’s earlier work (for in-
stance, ‘Dead Meat’ with Knut Berger) 
has lacked the austerity of ‘Soft Target.’ 
Without doubt, though, an email ex-
change is not going to remove much of 
the mystery, and Margrét Sara seems to 
like it that way. 

Dance | Party

Dedicated To Obscurity
Margrét Sara Guðjónsdóttir would like you to experience something new

“At this year’s Reykjavík 
Dance Festival, Margrét 
Sara will premiere 
'Dedication,' a half-hour 
performance for one 
dancer.”
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Find us at Tryggvagata 11, 101 Reykjavík

EXPERIENCE
THE FORCE
OF NATURE

Our two excellent films on eruptions
in Iceland start on the hour every hour.
The films are shown in english
except at 09:00 and 21:00 when
they are in german.
Volcano House also has an excellent 
café, Icelandic design shop and booking 
service for travels within Iceland.
Opening hours: 8:30 - 23:00
www.volcanohouse.is

‘Dedication’ will be shown at the Kex hostel at 20:00 on 
September 7 and 8, and at 18: 00 on September 9.

Words
S. Anne Steinberg

Photo
Guðjón Einarsson 
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Nine years ago, a group of six danc-
ers and choreographers searching 
for a platform to show their work 
brought the Reykjavík Dance Fes-
tival into being. Since then, the 
festival has taken on incarnations 
ranging from a line-up of solos in 
2003, when money was tight, to a 
high-production-value couple of 
evenings in an empty warehouse by 
the harbour in 2007. This year’s fes-
tival, which takes place September 
5 through 11 at locations around 
downtown, breaks records for both 
the number and diversity of per-
formances, installations, films and 
courses on offer.

We spoke with two of the nine dance 
artists that make up this year’s team 
of organisers. Ásgerður G. Gunnars-
dóttir works with the performance 
group Hreyfiþróunarsamsteypan, and 
has been involved with the festival 
since 2009. This year, she has taken 
on a leading role in festival coordina-
tion (“basically RDF is what my life re-
volves around these days,” she says).  
Steinunn Ketilsdóttir will premiere her 
piece ‘Belinda and Goddess,’ created in 
collaboration with Sveinbjörg Þórhalls-
dóttir, at the festival; she also has been 
involved in running RDF since 2006.
 
WHAT ARE THE GOALS OF THE FES-
TIVAL? 
Ásgerður: Reykjavík Dance Festival is 
first and foremost a platform for inde-
pendent Icelandic dance makers and 
dancers to show their work. Its future 
goal is also to import more international 

pieces and introduce them to Icelandic 
dance audiences. 
Steinunn: The festival is also a place 
for Icelandic choreographers living and 
working abroad to share their work with 
the Icelandic audience. For instance, 
this year Margrét Sara Guðjónsdóttir 
[who is based in Berlin] will come to 
the Reykjavík Festival with a new piece.
 In 2007, we started inviting interna-
tional guests to the festival: presenters 
and directors of festivals, theatres and 
dance organisations around Europe. 
This has opened up many doors for the 
Icelandic dance community.

HOW WILL THIS YEAR’S FESTIVAL 
DIFFER FROM EARLIER EDITIONS?
Ásgerður: This festival is quite a lot 
bigger than the earlier ones. We are 
adding programmes, and this year we 
have a special section dedicated to 
dance short movies and installations.
Steinunn: We also have two work-
shops this year for the first time. One is a 
dance workshop with a teacher named 
Inaki Azpillaga, who is renowned in 
Central Europe and has been teaching 
at some of the biggest dance festivals 
around the world. There will also be a 
workshop with an agent from Germany 
for Icelandic performance artists; the 
topic will be marketing of performances 
internationally. 
Ásgerður: Then I also forgot to men-
tion, the festival will issue out a festi-
val newspaper, which will be released 
on the fifth of September. The goal of 
that is to cover dance as we would like 
to see it being covered. There will be 
interviews with fine artists, musicians, 
dancers and dance makers, the sched-

ule, interviews with participants around 
the subject of dance and its situation 
here in Iceland.
 
WHAT KIND OF WORK WILL BE 
SHOWN AND IS THERE A PARTICU-
LAR PIECE YOU’RE LOOKING FOR-
WARD TO SEEING?
Ásgerður: There are a lot of collabo-
rations between Icelandic and foreign 
artists. For example, John the House-
band, a performance band, consists of 
artists from Iceland, Belgium, Germany, 
Spain and Sweden. Then there is also 
a collaboration between Icelandic and 
Israeli dancers [‘> a flock of us >’].
 Then the Swedish dance maker 
Alma Söderberg will perform her 
piece, ‘Cosas,’ that got selected into 
the Aerowaves, a cross border dance 
performance network, this year. There 
are also Icelandic choreographers per-
forming, for example Lára Stefánsdót-
tir, Helena Jónsdóttir, and Sveinbjörg/
Steinunn. And there are newcomers, 
such as the group TANZ, which is a col-
laboration between newly-graduated 
dance, theatre and music-makers from 
The Icelandic Academy of the Arts.
 It is too hard to choose [one piece]… 
I think I look most forward to seeing all 
of those local and international artists, 
writers and artistic directors meet-
ing and mingling, creating networks 
and discussing the constantly growing 
dance scene here!  

Bigger, Better, Still DIY!
Reykjavík Dance Festival 2011

   S. ANNE STEINBERG 
   JULIA STAPLES 
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Scan QR code to locate ITM
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Open 9 - 19, Summer 8 - 21

Is 'modern' and 'interpretative' dance all obscure and hard 
to understand/relate to? Or is it 'a totally valid form of ex-
pression'? Here at Grapevine, we sorta love it! 
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Philosopher, filmmaker, writer and 
frequent-Grapevine contributor 
Haukur Már Helgason premiered 
his documentary ‘Ge9n’ (‘A9ainst’ 
is its English title) at the Skjald-
borg film festival this spring. On the 
surface, the film purports to be an 
examination of the case and trial 
of ‘the Reykjavík 9,’ a group of nine 
seemingly unconnected dissidents 
that were charged with attacking 
Iceland’s parliament during the so-
called ‘pots and pans revolution’ of 
2008-2009.

The case of the Reykjavík 9 was an in-
teresting and thought-provoking one 
(we’ve certainly printed enough articles 
on the matter) and one could rightfully 
assume that a documentary dedicated 
to investigating it would be all sorts 
of interesting. But upon viewing it, we 
discovered that it goes above and be-
yond being a straight up re-telling of 
the course of events and the following 
case and trial. It is an altogether differ-
ent kettle of fish; it is an ambitious nar-
rative that seeks to portray and criticise 
a side to Iceland and Icelandic society 
that—if it indeed exists—is quite alarm-
ing if not outright scary.  
 After viewing ‘A9ainst’ at Skjald-
borg, Grapevine writer Ásgeir H. In-
gólfsson wrote that “if enough people 
see it, it just might change the ways of 
the society it seeks to criticise.” That 
is a pretty hefty claim from Ásgeir, but 
while his review might be overstated 
it nonetheless becomes clear to any 
open-minded viewer of ‘A9ainst’ that 
rarely has Icelandic society been criti-
cised in such a vicious and lucid man-
ner on-screen. If nothing else, it does 
present a new way to look at our small 
community, leaving aside whether it 
rings true or not (that is for the viewer 
to decide for herself). 
 ‘A9ainst’ will be premiered to the 
general public at Bíó Paradís on Sep-
tember 9. We wrote down some ques-
tions while viewing a screening copy 
the other day and sent them to Haukur 
Már—read on to learn more about what 
it all means. 

IS HE REALLY COMPARING HIM-
SELF TO GALILEO GALILEI? 
You are a philosopher, writer and 
filmmaker (and artist, even?), and 
while you don't seem affiliated with 
a particular political party you can 
certainly be said to work within the 
realm of politics to the extent that it 
colours most of your creative out-
put. How do the political and artis-
tic realms collide within your cre-
ative persona? 
There is still something to be learned 
from modernism. I'm not sure what 
comes first for me: philosophy, cinema 
or writing. Privately I refer to this found-
ing moment of modernity, when Galileo 
Galilei turned a telescope towards the 
moon and the stars, and drew pictures 
of what he witnessed, which he then 
used to support the new Copernican 
world model. Turning everything on its 
head. 
 This may seem to be a little far-
fetched, but there’s some focus there 
for my diverse activities. Galileo did 
several things at once. First of all, he 
used optics, the same optics cameras 
use today, to enhance or alter his vision. 

Only by looking at things a little differ-
ently did he actually see. Second, the 
essence of what he did: to look up, at 
the world, to see it for himself, rather 
than look down at the word of scripture. 
Third, he made himself into an automat, 
a camera, by copying as precisely as he 
could what he witnessed, the changing 
light on the moon’s surface etc. Fourth: 
no human can be a machine—his out-
put, probably to his own frustration, had 
artistic value. Fifth: he supported his 
images with words, with theory, without 
which they would have remained mere 
doodles. Six: he published. He intended 
his discoveries to have an effect, not 
merely as private experiences, in the 
public domain. Seven: his published 
writing was rhetorically elaborate—but 
only to the extent of upholding evident 
verifiable truths, daring others to also 
look up and bear witness to the world. 
This, truthfulness, it’s very hard but 
it leaves space for fantastic humour. 
When faced with those authorities who 
would rather keep the Earth at the cen-
tre of the universe, Galileo mockingly 

gave in, because in the end his utter-
ances would not alter the stellar orbits 
an inch.
 So Galileo was a proto-filmmaker. 
Today we have three types of equip-
ment to go on using our eyes as Galileo 
did: we have the telescope to look up 
at the heavens, the microscope to look 
down at miniatures, and then 50mm 
lenses to look around us, at people and 
their worlds. That’s how filmmaking lies 
somewhere between the arts and re-
search. If your chosen subject matter is 
not the moon, but people then politics 
and power cannot be avoided. If you’re 
honest, they will enter the frame.

WTF IS ‘ICELANDIC CINEMA’? 
Is there such a thing as 'Icelan-
dic Cinema' and if so, what are its 
symptoms? What is its trajectory? 
Where is it headed? 
Short answer: Yes, there is. Filmmaker 
and writer Þorgeir Þorgeirsson used 
to complain that Icelandic cinema had 
no humanist roots, as the cinemas of 
other European countries—if Icelandic 
cinema had any hope, he said, it would 
lie in the talent within the ad agencies. 

This was not meant as optimism. A lot 
has changed since he struggled for 
funding. Perhaps the most important 
change lies in a wealth of documenta-
ries—Róbert Douglas, Grímur Hákonar-
son—even Þráinn Bertelsson's early 
light-hearted comedies today seem 
like first-class documents on life in a 
particular society at a particular time. 
Humanist. Same goes for Ísold Ugga-
dóttir's sense of comedy, and Ragnar 
Bragason for that matter. But it’s hard to 
find any one particular tendency within 
Icelandic cinema—except the dangers 
that we face, which are pretty much 
the same as those Þorgeirsson spoke 
of. Funding for his project of document-
ing the Icelandic fisheries industry was 
cut short when he did not focus on the 
most technologically advanced ships or 
the friendliest crewmembers. No state 
or business has an interest in cinema as 
a truth-machine. The struggle between 
interests and truth is global, of course. 
Iceland, however, this village of ours, 
sometimes seems extra-neurotic about 
its image.

Films | Interview 

WILL ‘A9AINST’ ENTIRELY 
TRANSFORM ICELANDIC SO-
CIETY AND MAKE EVERYTHING 
BETTER FOREVER?
Probably not, but the documentary still ref lects it in a new and necessary light

“After viewing ‘A9ainst’ at Skjaldborg, Grapevine writer 
Ásgeir H. Ingólfsson wrote that “if enough people see it, 
it just might change the ways of the society it seeks to 
criticise.””
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gata
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reykjavík´s best kept secret

kitchen hours
sun-thu: 11:00-23:30

fri-sat: 10:00-00:00
laugavegur 3
www.gata.is

tel: +354 5270077

Words
Haukur S. Magnússon

Photo
Julia Staples

We'll give a pair of tickets to the premiere of 'A9AINST' to the 
first five folks that drop us a line at letters@grapevine.is with 
the subject "I AM A9AINST"
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Your film seems unapologetically 
biased. It tells a one-sided story 
about righteous activists, faced 
with a state that you mock as a 
paradoxical mix of brutal, stupid, 
powerless and cute. What sort of 
filmmaking is this?
Some stories have to be told this way. 
Actually, I'd like to leave this notion 
of story behind—a film is not mainly a 
story. A film is first and foremost an im-
age, an aggregate of images, making, 
hopefully, some sort of whole. In gen-
eral, there is no such thing as an objec-
tive image. Simply the choice of subject 
material is already a biased decision 
that this deserves to be shown. 'Here, I 
want to show you this' is the basic ges-
ture of any image. What drove me was 
a desire to show these people, these 
political animals. Thinking bodies. The 
powers they stand against don’t need 
my support to be visible, they shows 
themselves off all the time. With make-
up and proper lighting, of course. Open 
any newspaper—it will be split in half: 
half business, half mainstream politics. 
Most of the imagery will be as the poli-
ticians or the businesses themselves 
prefer it. Very little space is given to re-
veal anything actually human, let alone 
any real passion.

WHERE ARE THE RVK9?  
I was mildly surprised to learn how 
small a part the protests and actual 
RVK9 case played in the film, serv-
ing maybe more as a background 
or framework for the actual docu-
mentary to work within. Is there 
anything to be said about the RVK9 
case still?
The case itself is important, but in my 
mind mostly as an expression of how a 
state operates. A state remains a state, 
whether a republic, democratic and lib-
eral one or something else. Before any-
thing else, it wants to survive. The non-
violent action in Alþingi, that the people 
were prosecuted for, probably felt like 
an attack for some state officials, be-
cause of its surprise-factor. Things like 
this were not supposed to happen in 
Iceland. Nothing was supposed to hap-
pen in Iceland. So the state fights back, 
goes to lengths to quell anything that 
feels like rebellion.

You choose to interview the RVK9 
at various locations that at first 
glance have little to do with the 
case or the person being inter-
viewed. Do the locations bear any 
significance, or were they chosen 
merely for their aesthetic qualities? 
Were they chosen by yourself or 
perhaps the interviewees? 
They did have a certain significance at 
the outset, but currently I am more cu-
rious to hear other people's interpreta-
tions of those than mine.

Were there any obstacles you had 
to overcome during the filmmaking 
process? 
There were two locations that we did 
not get license to use: we wanted to 
film one interview next to German 
fighter jets that stayed in Keflavík in 
2010, and we wanted to film inside an 
aluminium smelter. Neither proved pos-
sible. The military-industry complex is 
very neurotic about cameras.
 But in what could foreseeably have 
been my major obstacle, finding a crew 
willing to work on the project for, let's 
say, very uncertain financial gains, I 
was almost miraculously fortunate. 
Producer and sound designer Bogi 
Reynisson believed in the project from 
early on, and working with him has sim-
ply been a joy. Top professional. Same 
goes for cinematographer Miriam Fass-
bender, who stayed in Iceland for three 
weeks of shooting—our cooperation 
was more turbulent, but every drop of 
sweat payed off. Her contribution to the 
film is invaluable. A lot of other people 
have been unbelievably generous with 
their time and talent: composers, mu-
sicians, extras, and managers at most 
locations.

Whence do you derive the film's 
title? 
Gegn means several things in Iceland: 
'against' and 'versus' is the most ob-
vious translation. But it also means 
'through' and it means 'obedient.' It hits 
several key notes. The 9 is then some 
sort of direct action against the title it-
self—9 forces its way into an otherwise 
rather tranquil little word.

IS IT TRUE? 
To what extent are you choreo-
graphing and editing your subjects' 
statements to fit your own? The 
group is comprised of vastly dif-
ferent people that seem to adhere 
to differing ideologies, with maybe 
only their willingness to be radical 
or go against the grain as unifying 
factor (and maybe a shared dis-
content with the current state of 
affairs). Yet one leaves ‘A9ainst’ 
feeling as if a message or state-
ment has been imbibed, even a 
coherent one (although one might 
be hesitant to point out specifically 
what that statement is). This leads 
one to imagine that the cunning 
filmmaker has created a narrative 
out of these different voices (per-
haps this is what a filmmaker's job 
is), but again I guess the question 
is: did that message or statement 
come before or after the fact? Or 
maybe there isn't one and I'm imag-
ining the whole thing?
Of course there is a common line there—
at least the one that made it possible for 
those nine to unite in that one particular 
action. I definitely chose the subject-
matter partly out of sympathy with their 
action and their common struggle, but 
during the process of making the film I 
don't think I 'choreographed' them so 
much according to my own beliefs as 
according to the demands of the film 
as some sort of totality. I'm probably in 
the film no less than the subjects are, 
but it is not intended to be my personal 
propaganda machine. Rather some sort 
of truth-extractor. What truth gets ex-
tracted however will definitely depend 
on the viewer—I think many foreigners 
will see quite a different film than most 
Icelanders. What may be novel in an 
Icelandic context, for example to hear 
a friendly elderly female poet noncha-
lantly explain: 'Of course I was a com-
mie' is measured on a different scale in 
an international context, where such a 
line remains, perhaps, mostly cute. I'm 
very curious about how foreign viewers 
will respond to it, if at all.

During the protest wave of 2008-
2009 you founded and operated 
a news and analysis website, 

Nei., which provided some rather 
thoughtful and often radical com-
mentary on the ongoing events, 

as well as articles and disserta-
tions that seemed to probe deeply 
into Icelandic society in apparent 
attempts to understand what was 
happening and why? Could tell our 
readers a bit about that medium 
and its story, but more importantly: 
To what extent if any can ‘A9ainst’ 
be construed as a continuation of 
your work at Nei.? 
The website-called-newspaper was 
something that felt very urgent when 
other media completely failed to satisfy 
the public. I think at some point every 
participant in the uprising read Nei. 
The lengthiest articles had the biggest 
readership, up to 6.000 or 7.000 visi-
tors in a day. 5–17 pages, you won't find 
such material in any printed newspaper 
today. But this was a strange year, cer-
tainly. Obviously there is a continuation 
in the sense of subject matter between 
Nei. and ‘A9ainst’, but they also func-
tion in very different ways. One being 
invested in the moment, during much 
turbulence, the other stopping by to 
dive into one point in time.

HYPE! 
After the film’s premiere at Skjald-
borg, Ásgeir H. Ingólfsson wrote in 
this magazine that it was a very im-
portant film that had the potential 
to shake and stir Icelandic society. 
Wow, huh? 
If it has any impact, I would think it is 
a rather slow-breeding one. I hope the 
film may be around for a new genera-
tion coming along to ask its parents 
tough questions. Most adults already 
have too much invested in the status 
quo to seriously question the founda-
tions of society.

How do you envision the movie to 
affect the community it is targeted 

at, i.e. what are your 'desired re-
sults' with this particular piece of 
work?

I would like people to see it, obviously. 
Where it goes from there is really not 
something I have thought about. I think 
seeing what is in the world has intrin-
sic value—seeing it and sharing it. How 
people then react to what is shown, 
that's not really my business. We are all 
stuck in a political reality but I'm not a 
politician. And a film is not a politician.

What are your future plans in the 
field? Are you making more mov-
ies? Would you make 'fiction'? 
This film has to be marketed as 'docu-
mentary' to give it a place in a shelf. But 
I don't think of this as a significant line 
of separation. Valid fiction is as much 
documentary as a decent documen-
tary is. I don’t know, you’re supposed 
to advertise your next project in an in-
terview like this, but I just don’t know 
what I will do next. And it is never yours 
alone to decide—you need people to 
work with, you need money. I’m lucky 
to be as interested in writing as film-
making. It makes me less dependent 
on financing of projects. Filmmaking 
remains somewhat expensive. I just 
came from a conference of small pub-
lishers in Oslo, on behalf of ‘Perspired 
by Iceland’, which we now call a non-
publishing non-house, and found it 
very inspiring to realise that some of 
the world’s most influential publishing 
houses, such as Semiotext(e), are run 
and have been run for decades, with-
out any superstructure: without offices, 
without a phone system, without fund 
applications—literally publishing their 
books from their kitchens, bedrooms 
and cafés. That’s sort of how I’ve al-
ways worked, but in Iceland I always 
start felling like that’s something I must 
outgrow. We really need to rethink what 
it means to be an adult. . 

Do we maybe seem 'too excited' about this film? Is all this just a bunch of hype? We don't think 
so. We were genuinely excited when we saw it. It's a great movie in our opinion, and it offers a 
new and much needed perspective on Icelandic society. So our excitement is at least honest, 
although we might well be entirely wrong (we often are).

Grænn Kostur  |  Skólavörðustíg 8  
101 Reykjavík | Sími: 552 2028
www.graennkostur.is

Opening hours:
Mon - Sat. 11:30 - 21:00
Sun. 13:00 - 21:00

The Green Choice
Premium Quality Vegetarian Food

• Vegetarian dishes
• Vegan dishes
• Bakes and soups
• Wholesome cakes
• Raw food deserts
• Coffee and tea

Grænn Kostur is the perfect downtown choice when
you are looking for wholesome, great tasting meals.

Vegetarian Dish of the Day
1.490 kr.

“The case itself is important, but in my mind mostly as an 
expression of how a state operates. A state remains a state, 
whether a republic, democratic and liberal one or something 
else.”

Films | Interview
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Travel | Djúpivogur

Djúpivogur is reportedly one of Iceland’s most 
beautiful small towns. We spent sixteen hours 
there, and we have no idea if that assertion is true. 
For Djúpivogur is also reportedly one of Iceland’s 
foggiest towns, with popular myth claiming that it 
sees on average 212 fog days per year (this has 
been disproved, but residents agree that Djúpiv-
ogur is still a pretty damn foggy place). 
 While we were in Djúpivogur, the fog was so 
thick that we could barely see our own hands. We 
still loved it. Djúpivogur is a lovely town. 
 Home to some 450 residents (according to lo-
cals and some travel brochure we found, internet 
statistics claim the number of residents is 352), 
Djúpivogur is a fishing hamlet in East Iceland. It 
lies on the Búlandsnes peninsula, in-between the 
fjords Berufjörður and Hamarsfjörður. The region 
has been populated since Iceland was settled; 
Djúpivogur is thought to be formally founded in 
1589, when Hanseatic merchants from Hamburg 
set up shop there. The town is well suited towards 
fishing, as it is close to great fishing grounds and 
has an excellent natural harbour site. 
 Djúpivogur sees lots of tourists in the summer. 
It is a very popular destination for bird-watching 
(dozens of species of birds nest and cavort there), 
especially the island of Papey (to which one can 

travel by ferry every day)—it is loaded full of myth 
and history, it has a famous church and it’s full 
of birds! Djúpivogur is also very conveniently situ-
ated for travellers that wish to see some of the 
Eastfjords but daren’t venture any further east.  

THE PARTY SCENE IN DJÚPIVOGUR 
Enjoying some damn good coffee and slices of 
cake at restaurant Langabúð (which is located 
in an impressive merchant’s building that was 
constructed in 1790 and has been thoroughly 
remodelled—it’s like a shinier, larger version of 
Ísafjörður’s Tjöruhús), we learned about local his-
tory and the current climate from a pair of locals. 
They tell us that Langabúð acts as a bar on week-
ends, open ‘til one, and that things often get quite 
rowdy in the old hose. 
 Then, when the fun stops at Langabúð, the 
crew usually takes off to the local hotel, Hótel 
Framtíð, which operates a bar in its basement. 
One of the locals, twenty-something Íris Birgis-
dóttir, explains that they can never be sure if the 
hotel bar is open: “The bar is located in the hotel’s 
basement, directly underneath two of the hotel 
rooms. The proprietors try and book those rooms 
the last, but if they are rented out the bar stays 
closed. In such cases, we usually find a house party 

to attend.”
 Íris then shows us where the locals like to go 
when the partying is dying down: right by town, 
locals have constructed two geothermal hot pots 
that are perfect for sipping beers in as the sun 
comes up. We won’t tell you were they are, but 
we will say that they are just perfect. If you are 
interested in soaking there, you should befriend a 
local. 

THE GOOD KIND OF REMOTE 
We walk through the fog, towards the town’s 
camping grounds. It must be said that Djúpivogur 
has one of the more impressive campsites we’ve 
come across in Iceland. It is perfectly sheltered 
and sort of lovely quaint looking—and it is smack 
dab in the middle of town, right next to everything 
(including the liquor store!). The service house, 
where the bathrooms and such are located, is 
even so lovely that they’ve seen reason to hang up 
a sign: “DO NOT TRY TO SLEEP IN HERE!!!”
 We drop by at a local designer’s studio, Arfle-
ifd, which has operated out of Djúpivogur for just 
over a year. One Ágústa Margrét Arnardóttir de-
signs creates clothing and accessories there out 
of local traditional materials such as leather, horn, 
wool and horse hair. There are several noteworthy 

Words
Haukur S. Magnússon

Photography
Julia Staples 

“ This is remote, but you 
never feel it, and the locals 
never sound like it. It seems 
like the kind of remote that 
people seek out, a shelter if 
you will.

A Foggy Heaven

Seriously, check out Djúpivogur! It's awesome! And hurry! 
Winter's almost here!
  

Djúpivogur is a shelter
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Travel | Skaftafell

designs on display, and many works in progress. 
Learn more at www.arfleifd.is.  
 We pass a front yard that someone has trans-
formed into a gallery. It’s called ‘Gallery Bones, 
Sticks and Stones’ and is truth be told a lovely 
looking collection of outsider and folk art. Whale-
bones, a totem and rock sculptures line the gar-
den—and all are welcome. We linger there and 
play with the bones a bit.
 We walk through town, through the fog. We 
remember that people live here year round, and 
are often cut off from the rest of the world. This is 
remote, but you never feel it, and the locals never 
sound like it. It seems like the kind of remote that 
people seek out, a shelter if you will. 
 We might not have seen it, but it still felt beau-
tiful.  
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At Skaftafell National 
Park, Gleam Knowledge, 
Experience Awe: 100 ISK

Camping overnight in Skaftafell one gets the feel-
ing a weeklong stay would barely do the region 
justice. Aside from all the activities that can be 
booked from the premises (including a daunting 
hike up Iceland’s highest mountain, Hvannad-
alshnjúkur), the area is rife with natural wonder 
and geological formation. And there are several 
marked paths for longer or shorter hikes to be 
done at ones leisure. 
 We opted for the hike up to the Skaftafell-
sjökull glacier, which takes around an hour back 
and forth from the information centre. The glacier 
itself is well worth a visit, with its black ice, odd 
shapes and mini-lagoons managing to keep one 
occupied and exploring for hours, but those that 
wish to make the most of their hikes should defi-
nitely spring 100 ISK for the ‘Geology trail to Skaf-
tafellsjökull Glacier’ map. 
 Essentially a concise and abbreviated version 
of the guided tour English speakers can attend at 
five every day, the pamphlet teaches of the area’s 
geological phenomena and the glaciers history, 
providing numerous insights into how the region—
and our Earth—were formed. Along the route of 
the hike you will encounter fourteen marked posts 
that correspond with chapters in the pamphlet. 
For instance, you’ll learn about stuff like red stra-
tum (“...it originated as a layer of soil during the 
Late Tertiary...”), tuff (tuff is, essentially, hardened 
and consolidated ash), dikes  (“...the heat in the 
magma weakens the surrounding rock, so that it 
later erodes away and leaves the harder dike be-
hind...”), ‘frost weathering’ (where immense rocks 
are blasted by freezing water and basalt columns 
(“while basaltic magma is cooling, it contracts into 
columns which frequently become hexagonal...”). 
 Aside from the stunning scenery and land-
scape of the hike, and aside from the magnificent 
sensation of being next to a glacier of such enor-
mity (and it’s black, too!), the geological tour is a 
fun and learning experience. And it costs 100 ISK.  

SIGURÐUR GUÐMUNDSSON’S 
BIG BALLS 

Revered Icelandic artist (and former Grapevine 
coverstar) keeps a house in Djúpivogur. The 
myth has that Sigurður was travelling with his 
wife around Iceland and they were planning to 
camp in Djúpivogur. Trapped in the thick Djúpiv-
ogur fog, the pair decided to just park their car 
and sleep where they were, as they could go no 
further. As they woke up, the sky had cleared 
and the sun shone. Sigurður is said to have 
raised his head in wonder and exclaimed: “THIS 
IS HEAVEN! I AM IN HEAVEN!” 
 Indeed, he liked it so much that he bought a 
house there. Locals refer to his house as ‘Heav-
en,’ and Sigurður, that great artist, is commonly 
referred to as ‘Siggi in Heaven.’ 
 Maybe to celebrate his love for Djúpivogur, 
Sigurður custom made a gargantuan work of art 
for the town. It is called ‘Eggin’ (“The Eggs”) and 
is a must-see for those interested in modern Ice-
landic art. Unveiled at a grand ceremony in Au-
gust of 2009, ‘Eggin’ consists of 34 unique (and 
quite large!) granite eggs that stand on stalls 

over 200 metres (those stalls were previously 
used in the town’s fishing industry) and reflect 
the bird species that are found around Djúpiv-
ogur. 
 Each individual egg represents a single bird 
species and is marked as such (with the names 
both in Icelandic and Latin). The granite eggs 
are shaped like the respective birds’ eggs, and 
viewing some of them in that size gives plenty 
of food for thought (the whimbrel egg is surpris-
ingly flat, for instance). 
 There ain’t no art like educational art!
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Sage | Francis Opinion | DeAnne Smith

It’s been a while since he last graced 
Icelanders with his presence (nine 
years to be exact)—now Sage Francis 
is finally returning to dazzle us with 
his veritable rhyming skills and some 
of the best indie hip hop money can 
buy (you can also cop it off the inter-
net, but stealing from independent 
artists is especially bad form). 

His previous two shows are by now the 
stuff of legend. Not only did he per-
form energetic and inspiring shows that 
were all packed with hip hop lovers, he 
also guested on some Icelandic hip hop 
records and cavorted in local radio sta-
tions. Much has changed since 2002, so 
we dropped him a line to check if he’s still 
all exciting and vigilant. 

How are you Sage Francis? What 
have you been up to since 2002?
Parts of 2002 seem like yesterday and 
other parts seem like a lifetime ago. 
Mostly it's been a blur of albums, mix-
tapes, tours, girlfriends, enemies, cats, 
internets, funerals and airports.
You might not know it, but your pre-
vious visit(s) coincided with a real 
growth spurt in Icelandic hip hop. 
Around that time the Icelandic hip 
hop scene burst forth to mainstream 
popularity and the first 'Icelandic 
language hip hop' albums were re-
leased. You are returning at a time 

where a sort of Icelandic hip hop 
resurgence seems to be in the mak-
ing; however the style and times 
have changed. Hip hop is now more 
mainstream than ever, and its sub-
ject matters and style seem to reflect 
that. Have you any thoughts on this?
Hip hop has been the most popular and 
mainstream genre for a long time now, so 
I guess it all makes sense. Of course, what 
pop culture considers hip hop has noth-
ing to do with what I consider hip hop. 
As much shit as I talk, I bite my tongue 
twice as much. I don't want to believe that 
Icelandic hip hop is as shallow and trendy 
as what I hear on the radio, but I'm sure 
there are people who are speaking their 
truth in an original way, even if it doesn't 
get promotion or coverage.

“DARRI DID SOME INTERESTING 
STUFF”
'Native language' rap: do you enjoy 
it? Does it make sense to you, even 
if you don't understand the lyrics? 
Should rappers strive to rap in their 
native language? Or can 'hip hop' be 
enjoyed regardless of 'understanding 
its lyrical content'? Have you heard 
and/or enjoyed Icelandic hip hop?
I have heard Icelandic hip hop. In fact, 
there's a guy named Darri who used 
to post on my messageboard who has 
done some interesting stuff. And when I 
played in Iceland I was able to see some 

incredibly passionate performances from 
people who rapped in Icelandic. That 
was really entertaining. Should rappers 
strive to rap in their native language? Of 
course. But if you can speak a language 
that has a broader outreach I think you 
should do that too. I suppose it all de-
pends on who you're trying to reach. And 
it also depends on how comfortable you 
are with the language (if it's not your na-
tive language.) If I could speak another 
language fluently I guarantee that I would 
have songs in that language. 
 I'm incredibly jealous of people who 
can speak more than one language. 
In high school I studied French for two 
years, and then I studied Spanish in col-
lege. Neither of those languages took. 
And I still can't play a musical instrument. 
Or read a map.

HIP HOP IS THE STATUS QUO
When did hip hop take over from 
'rock and roll' as the dominant style 
in 'popular music', and does it matter 
that it did?
I put a quote in the liner notes of one of 
my albums or singles that perfectly sums 
up my thoughts about this. I can't find it 
now and I'm too lazy to dig through my 
record room at the moment. However, 
the gist of the quote is that a style of mu-
sic is officially co-opted and "dead" when 
you step into a supermarket and hear it 
over their speaker system. When I was 

growing up, that's what rock-and-roll 
was and I rejected it 100%. Rock-and-roll 
was the status quo and it bugged the shit 
out of me. 
 That's what hip hop is now. Hip hop 
has been the status quo for at least eigh-
teen years. What's funny is the quote that 
I used in the liner notes was about rock-
and-roll but I swapped it with hip hop. It 
fit perfectly. As for how much it "matters", 
I suppose it just bugs me that I'm involved 
with a genre that is generally defined by 
subject matter I despise.
Who are your current favourites in 
hip hop? A lot of folks like Kanye's 
last record—did you? Why/why not?
I don't care for Kanye. This is obviously 
not a popular opinion, but I've never 
cared for Kanye. Ever. I am inspired by 
good music, good lyrics, and/or good 
humour. Other than that, I just like listen-
ing to classical music and ambient tones. 
My current favourites in hip hop are all 
Strange Famous Records related. I guess 
I gravitate toward those who inspire me 
and vice versa.

POETRY AND CROTCH EXPLOSIONS
During your visit to Iceland you 
guested on some tracks by local 
artists. Will you be making yourself 
available in a similar way this time 
around?
Probably not. The last time I played 
Iceland I was invited by a rapper who 
booked studio time for me so we could 
do some songs together. That's the first 
and last time I ever did something like 
that. Not that it was a bad experience. 
It actually resulted in at least one great 
song. But these days I only do shows that 
are booked by promoters who don't rap.
How should the uninitiated prepare 
for your show? Any key tracks you 
care to mention?
I will be performing songs that span my 
whole catalogue so I'm not really sure 
what people should prepare for. Other 
than beautiful poetry and crotch explo-
sions.
Any plans for your visit to Iceland? 
Things to see/do/hear?
I mainly accepted this show so that I 
could share my travels and experiences 
with my girlfriend. She's never been to 
Iceland and I'm looking forward to see-
ing the look on her face when she sees 
how long some of your words are. We'll 
be visiting as many interesting and beau-
tiful areas we can while we're there. I'm 
also going to try and sneak in a pingpong 
game. 

HE’S BACK!!!111!

Where: Sódóma Reykjavík
When: September 3, 22:00
How Much: 3.000 ISK
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Lækjargata 8

Sage Francis returns Hi, Iceland! Is it okay if I call you 
"Iceland?" I hope so. 
I don't know a lot about you yet, 

but I'm looking forward to see-
ing what you're all about. I mean, I'm not 
completely ignorant. I know all the usual 
stuff people know about your country. I 
know that you have a population of roughly 
300.000. I know that instead of using sur-
names, you uphold the Norse tradition of 
naming people after the woodland creature 
they most resemble. I know that your life ex-
pectancy is one of the highest in the world, 
thanks to all the Coca-Cola you drink. I also 
know that your country is eco-friendly and 
that your main energy source is Björk. What 
an amazing place! I'm looking forward to 
visiting and learning more. 
 That's right, Icy. I'm coming to your 
country! Now, I know what you're thinking. 
"Please don't call us Icy" and "Who the heck 
are you?" Fair enough, Iceland. Let me intro-
duce myself.
 My name is DeAnne Smith, and I'm an 
acclaimed international stand up comedian. 
I am also a woman in my thirties who lives 
in a basement and believes opening a can of 
tuna is "cooking," but let's focus on the posi-
tive here, shall we? I'm not sure which of my 
extensive accomplishments will impress you 
most, so I will present a few here in bullet 
point form: 
• I am currently nominated for a Canadian 

Comedy Award
• My solo show, ‘About Freakin' Time,’ was 

nominated for Australia's prestigious 
Barry Award in 2011

• I own a computer
• I have performed comedy in Canada, the 

U.S., Australia, Scotland, England, and 
Amsterdam

• I know how to make tea
• UK's The Telegraph recently called me 

"smart" and "very funny," giving my cur-
rent show a four star rating (that's really 
good, you guys)

• I once almost completed a Sudoku puzzle 
 As you can probably see, Iceland, it 
makes a lot of sense for us to get to know 
each other. I mean, you're awesome. I'm 
awesome. We have a lot in common. Plus, I 
heard that you don't have an army, a navy, 
or an air force. Hey, guess what? Me neither! 
Man, we are going to have so much to talk 
about. 
 Where are we going to do all this talk-
ing, I hear you silently asking yourselves, 
in a language I don't understand but which 
I know is full of adorable accent marks and 
that thing where As and Es meld together 
like some kind of freakish vowel superhero. 
I'll tell you where, Iceland! I'll be perform-
ing on September 7 at a place called Sódóma 
Reykjavík.
 I can't wait to meet you. And I hope you 
can't wait to meet "brilliant," "effortlessly 
charming" and "hilarious" me. (Those are 
actual quotes, from actual comedy critics. 
I've also been called "selfish" and "self-cen-
tred," but only by my ex-girlfriend, who is not 
an actual comedy critic.) I'm really looking 
forward to seeing you at the show. Because 
if you don't come, the only people there will 
be me and my one Icelandic friend, Rökkvi 
Vésteinsson. That's a lot of pressure to put 
on a guy.

See you on September 7!

Getting To Know You

Comedian DeAnne Smith explains why you 
should go see her show at Sódóma

   HAUKUR S. MAGNÚSSON
   ANTHONY ST. JAMES 
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MATTHÍAS ÁRNI INGIMARSSON, 
MORGUNBLAÐIÐ NEWSPAPER

ENJOY THE BEAUTY OF UNTAMED NATURE

Few volcanic eruptions in Iceland have made as many headlines as the one that 
started in the EYJAFJAllA JökUll volcano in March 2010. 
The volcano’s stark beauty contrasts strikingly with the sheer havoc it has wreaked 
all around the world.

Ragnar Th. Sigurðsson’s stunning photos and the accompanying text (in Eng-
lish and Icelandic) by Ari Trausti Guðmundsson give an insightful and impos-
ing view of the eruption as it unfolds.
Ragnar has won international acclaim for his work, including three CLIO awards. 
His photos have for example been on the front page of The New York Times and 
on the cover of National Geographic. Ari Trausti is held in high regard for his 
many books and TV programs on geology and volcanism.

NUMBER ONE ON THE ICELANDIC BESTSELLER LIST 
FOR MORE THAN 30 WEEKS!
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AVAIlABlE IN BOOkSTORES AND TOURIST SHOPS 
AROUND ICElAND – AND AT kEFlAVÍk AIRPORT

The only kitchen 
in Reykjavík open

to    23:30 on weekdays

and 01:00 on weekends

RESTAURANT- BAR

5.890 ikr.

Our famous Icelandic menu
includes Brennivín 
and 7 delicious tapas 

Icelandic
Gourmet Fiest

Taste the best of Iceland
in one amazing meal

Starts with a shot of the infamous
Icelandic spirit Brennivín

Smoked puffin with blueberry
“brennivín” sauce

Icelandic sea-trout with peppers-salsa

Lobster tails baked in garlic

Pan-fried monkfish with lobster sauce

Grilled Icelandic lamb Samfaina

Minke Whale with cranberry-sauce

White chocolate "Skyr" mousse
with passion coulis

Vesturgata 3B | 101 Reykjavík | Tel: 551 2344 | www.tapas.is
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I don't know much about 
Jens Stoltenberg. He is a 
Norwegian politician and 

I assume he's no better 
or worse than his colleagues. But 
I would like to elaborate on a few 
words delivered by Stoltenberg dur-
ing a memorial service, words which 
have circulated the web following the 
terrorist attacks on Oslo and Utøya.

The remarks were first made by Helle 
Gannestad, a young woman and a mem-
ber of the Norwegian Labour Party, who 
followed the events of July 22nd through 
the media with horror and posted this 
clear-cut message on Twitter:

“If one man can cause so much evil, 
imagine how much love we can create 
together.”

 These are sharp words and impor-
tant. Their importance is doubled by the 
way in which they are brought to the 
world—uttered by a politician, the elected 
leader of millions.
 Their importance is redoubled by the 
time of their utterance—in the wake of 

hateful and ignorant attacks against his 
people.
 The weight of these words is redou-
bled again by the thought of what Stol-
tenberg might have said instead; which 
words many would have expected from a 
man of power, native to the antagonistic 
political arena.
 What is the essence of these words 
and others similar, spoken by Stolten-
berg? It is this:

Let’s use love to steer through this vio-
lence. Those who love will always out-
number and outweigh those who hate.
 
This message conveys a deep human 
kindness and it is likely to inspire Norwe-
gians with love and life at a time when 
feelings of hate and vengeance could 
come naturally.
 ”We will hunt them down,” said an-
other leader of millions ten years ago. 
“And justice will prevail,” he added—right 
before he attacked two separate coun-
tries in the name of justice, which has still 
not been done, much rather lost.
 There is a great and significant differ-
ence between these two national lead-
ers. One is driven by hate and vengeance, 
the other acts out of inspiration and love.

JOHN LENNON, MY SON AND YOU
“War is over—if you want it”

 These are the words of John Lennon, 
another man who understood the power 
of love and the simplicity of finding peace. 

My eight-year-old son understands this 
as well. He understands Lennon's decla-
ration because I have explained it to him 
and because every day I do my best to 
practice love and peace.
 Together, my son and I have watched 
the Imagine Peace Tower cast its simple 
and direct light of peace from the island 
of Viðey, we have discussed the idea be-
hind the tower, discussed John Lennon's 
and Yoko Ono's message, discussed giv-
ing peace a chance, that peace is always 
within reach if you want to, that peace is 
a decision, that violence is never justi-
fied, that loving yourself and others is a 
decision—a very simple decision that light 
is stronger than darkness.
 Why do I bring my son and my parent-
ing into this context? Because I have de-
cided that I need to be pre-emptive and 
speak to him of war and peace, of love 
and hate.
 Because as a parent, that's what I'm 
meant to do.

What I must do.

 Why? Because the affairs of the world 
have already been brought to my son, 
without my permission and without his 
expressed consent. Here I refer to the di-
alogue of society as a whole—the indirect 
message of hate and justified retribution 
received by every one of us on a daily ba-
sis.
 Children do not have a perfect under-
standing of the world, but their senses 
are more highly attuned than those of 

us adults. They sense the streams and 
currents that surround them, sometimes 
through information and sometimes 
through emotions and feelings. And from 
these currents they draw conclusions 
and create their own pretext on which to 
ground their lives.
 What is the message society gives 
to children (and all of us)? A message 
of peace? Or a message of justified an-
ger, revenge, conflict, separation, and 
violence? Many cartoons, children’s 
films and adventures revolve around the 
battle of good and evil, as it is central to 
human existence—and each individual’s 
existence. The children see, hear and feel 
each conflict; hear their parents argue, 
see drivers extending rude gestures, and 
hear football crowds yell hateful words at 
the referee or members of the opposing 
team.
 The news covers conflict and crime. 
Political coverage revolves around per-
sonal battles and trench warfare, where 
political leaders shoot at each other with 
words and phrases as though it were a 
part of their job description.
Society's message is this, in short:

Violence is a law of nature.
Violence is very often justifiable.
Violence is justified, for a good cause.
Violence is justified, if your cause is good.
Taking revenge is a natural response to 
an attack.

In the media, love is displayed on special 
occasions and in times of dire need; we 
see love and kindness as the last item 
of the news of the hour—a short “human 
interest” story on children or animals, a 
cute footnote, a minor detail.
 I don't want my son to take violence 
for granted. I will not stand by and let him 
gradually buy into society's message - 
that is why I interrupt him pre-emptively 
with talk of love and peace. I talk to him 
because that is my responsibility.
 I want my son to take love for granted; 
as a primal force of life and the correct 
and healthy take on life.
 In the aftermath of shock and catas-
trophe we all understand Helle Gannes-
tad's message, echoed by Stoltenberg:

“If one man can cause so much evil, 
imagine how much love we can create 
together.”

We understand these words and agree 
with them, wholeheartedly—we under-
stand and agree at the moment of dis-
tress when one hateful human being has 
carefully planned and financed acts of 
murder and injury.
 But extreme times of distress are un-
common, fortunately. It is not every day 

we are faced with an evil of this magni-
tude. But that is exactly why we forget. 
That is why we don't live by this message 
of love, day by day.
 We forget. We allow ourselves to be 
frustrated, angered, upset and revolted 
by the smallest things. We get defen-
sive towards our partners and family 
members, friends and acquaintances. In 
our minds we dissociate ourselves from 
"others" and thereby foster division and 
separation. To some degree, we all do 
this. And we act as though it's OK to react 
to the world around us with antipathy, to 
take part in conflict. Yet deep inside we 
understand that the difference between 
everyday antipathy and pathological ha-
tred, as displayed in Norway on July 22, 
2011, is only a matter of degree.
 The difference is quite large, but it’s 
still only a difference in magnitude and 
severity, rather than a difference in na-
ture—because all forms of hatred erode 
and injure.
 At our core we understand that all 
you need is love. That the first step to-
wards peace on Earth is personal peace, 
a stance driven by love, rather than re-
venge, frustration, anger and separation.

THE OPPORTUNITY: AFTER UTØYA
This is the opportunity. After Utøya. After 
any catastrophe:
 We always have an opportunity to 
react to hatred with love—our own "mun-
dane" and daily hatred, as well as the un-
fathomable hatred which kills and injures 
others.
 We always have an opportunity to 
take a deep breath and understand that 
love is the primal force of life; that hatred 
is a deception, a distortion of life, that ha-
tred is an unfortunate misunderstanding.
 And last but not least: We always 
have the opportunity to make the deci-
sion to practice and to talk about love ev-
ery day; to talk about love with ourselves, 
with our friends and family and with our 
children.
 Our role is to meet hateful propa-
ganda with courage and love, whether it 
surfaces at a family gathering or in on-
line discussion forums. Our duty is to talk 
about love every day because so many 
are willing to tell us - through media, 
news and our culture of consumption - 
that hate is normal and even necessary.
 This is the opportunity: The decision 
to remember, the decision to be pre-
emptive, for peace. After Utøya. After 
everything. Always.
 Love and peace.
 Not only on special occasions. Not 
just in times of distress.
 Love and peace. Always. 

The Opportunity: After Utøya

This article was translated into English by Björn Unnar Valsson.

Mountaineers of Iceland • Skútuvogur 12E • 104 Reykjavík • Iceland
Telephone:  +354 580 9900 Ice@mountaineers.is • www.mountaineers.is • www. activity.is
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Reykjavík’s 
Largest
Shopping 
Centre
At Kringlan you will discover more than 150 
quality shops, a wide range of restaurants and 
services such as banks and a multiplex cinema. 
All major international brands are represented, 
as well as Icelandic designs and souvenirs.

Claim your tax-free cash 
refund at our service desk for 

a refund of up to 15% of the price.

Monday to Wednesday 10–18.30, Thursday 10–21, Friday 10–19, Saturday 10–18, Sunday 13–18



YOUR ESSENTIAL GUIDE 
TO LIFE, TRAVEL AND 
ENTERTAINMENT IN ICELAND

info@cheapjeep.is
+354 562 6555
Hverfisgata 89
101 Reykjavík

Every Day
Summer

08:00 - 22:00
Winter

09:00 - 18:00

www.cheapjeep.is

PAGE 34

“The bar is located in the hotel’s 
basement, directly underneath two of 
the hotel rooms. The proprietors try 
and book those rooms the last, but 
if they are rented out the bar stays 
closed. In such cases, we usually find 
a house party to attend.”

Life in Djúpivogur is... different.

PAGE 12

“According to an OECD report 
Iceland has put more money into its 
failed financial institutions than any 
other country except Ireland. So in 
this way Iceland is not a model—the 
people in Spain need not wave Ice-
landic flags.”

What? Iceland did not stick it to the finan-
cial institutions?

PAGE 16

“In Iceland we have had a subject 
called 'innovation education and the 
use of knowledge' as a part of the 
national curriculum for primary and 
secondary schools since 1999.” 

-It’s back to school time! We interview 
the acting Minister of Education about 
Iceland’s education system.

PAGE 30

“A state remains a state, whether a 
republic, democratic and liberal one 
or something else. Before anything 
else, it wants to survive. The non-vio-
lent action in Alþingi, that the people 
were prosecuted for, probably felt 
like an attack for some state officials, 
because of its surprise-factor. Things 
like this were not supposed to hap-
pen in Iceland.”

-Haukur Már Helgason’s documentary, 
‘A9ainst’, attempts to make some striking 
points...

PAGE 14

“Half of them looked good on the 
outside, but on the inside they were 
furry and dry and flavourless.”

Beware of Icelandic apples… they may be 
14 months old by the time you eat them.

PAGE 10

“Leifur Þórsson, the director of Fresh 
Meat Products, took out a full-page 
ad in Fréttablaðið offering a free iPad 
for anyone who could bring him 600 
tonnes of lamb meat.”

There are more sheep than people in 
Iceland and we have a lamb shortage? 
WTF?!

River Rafting 
on Hvítá River 
from 7.990 ISK
Nature is the Adventure!

Arctic Rafting offers rafting trips on the Hvítá River, only 10 minutes 
from the Geysir area. The trips start at 7.990 ISK and a variety of 
combination tours are availble every day. 

We can also pick you up from your hotel or hostel in Reykjavík. Call us 
on +354-571-2200, meet us at Laugavegur 11 at Fjallakofinn outdoor 
store or ask for us at your hotel or nearest tourist information center.

www.arcticrafting.com | info@arcticrafting.is | +354-571-2200 | Visit us at Fjallakofinn outdoor store Laugavegur 11

SightseeingCanoeingRafting Super-Jeep Whale Watch ATVHorse Riding Snowmobile
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With performances of the highest calibre and richly innovative acts, this festival is a sure hit for those who appreciate the art of theatre and the evolution of its form.  
All shows are performed in English so this is a great chance for non-Icelandic speakers to enjoy the hottest theatre from Iceland and abroad. See the schedule inside!

LÓKAL

International  
Theatre  
Festival



Prescribing with love 
music for your live 

experience

How to use the listings
Venues are listed alphabetically by day. 
For complete listings and detailed information 
on venues visit www.grapevine.is
Send us your listings: listings@grapevine.is
 

 26 |FRI
Austur
 22:00 Local DJ
B5
 00:00 Local DJ
Bar 11
 22:00 Jónas Sigurðsson
Café Oliver
 22:00 Local DJ
 23:00 Girls Just Wanna Have Fun, 3 for 1  
 cocktails for ladies
Café Rosenberg
 21:00 Mark Steiner & His Problems
Celtic Cross
 01:00 Live Music
Den Danske Kro
 22:00 Live Music 
English Pub
 21:30 Live Music
Esja
 22:00 Lounge DJ
 00:00 DJ Hlynur Mastermix
Faktorý
 23:00 Breakbeat.is present Back 2  
 School All Nighter
Gallery Bar 46
 18:00 Pub Quiz

Hressó
 22:00 Jakobs Cocktail Quartet  
 followed by DJ Elli
Hvíta Perlan
 00:00 Local DJ
Iðnó
 16:00 DJ Birger Haugdal - Afternoon  
 Milonga
 22:00 Quinteto Tangarte, followed by  
 DJ Jörg Haubner

Kaffibarinn
 00:00 Local DJ
Kaffi Zimsen
 00:00 Local DJ
NASA
 23:00 GusGus, 2900 ISK
The Nordic House
 20:00 Ragnheiður Gröndal, 2000 ISK
Prikið
 22:00 Fönkband, followed by DJ Danni  
 Deluxe
Sódóma
 22:00 Ómar Guðjónsson‘s Quartet,  
 Eyjolfur Thorseinsson & Eyland,  
 1500 ISK
Vegamót
 22:00 DJ Hannes

 27 |SAT
Austur
 22:00 Local DJ
B5
 00:00 Local DJ
Bakkus
 23:00 UFO Warehouse 
Café Haiti
 21:00 Jussanam - Brazilian Jazz 
Sessions
Café Oliver
 22:00 Local DJ
 23:00 Girls Just Wanna Have Fun, 3 for 1  
 cocktails for ladies
Celtic Cross
 22:00 Live Music
The Culture House,
 17:00 Skúli Sverrisson, 2000 ISK
Den Danske Kro
 22:00 Live Music 
Eldborg, Harpa
 20:40 Þú getur - You Can, 3000 ISK
English Pub
 21:30 Live Music 
Esja
 22:00 Lounge DJ
 00:00 DJ Hlynur Mastermix
Gallery Bar 46
 22:00 Live Music
Hressó
 22:00 Dalton followed by DJ Elli
Hvíta Perlan
 00:00 Local DJ
Iðnó
 14:30 DJ Jörg Haubner - Afternoon  
 milonga
 22:00 DJ Birger Haugdal - Milonga
The Nordic House,
 13:00 Jazz For The Young Ones
NASA
 21:00 GusGus, followed by 2:35:1, 
 2900 ISK
Norðurljós, Harpa
 15:00 Eyþór og Davíð, 2500 ISK
 20:00 Danilo Perez, 3900 ISK
Kaffibarinn
 00:00 Local DJ
Kaffi Zimsen
 00:00 Local DJ
Prikið
 22:00 DJ Gísli Galdur
Sódóma
 00:00 Singapore Sling, 1500 ISK
Vegamót
 22:00 DJ Jónas

  28 |SUN
Bakkus
 15:00 Flea Market
 Ping-pong Beer Whiskey

Bring Yr. Lo-Fi Jams!
Melodica keeps being awesome!
August 26-28 
Reykjavik Backpackers, Trúnó, Hemmi og Valdi and Café Rosenberg
Free

Melodica was born in 2008 when Pete Uhlenbruch from Owls of the Swamp put on 
a small acoustic festival in Melbourne, Australia to celebrate the grass roots music 
scene. After a successful debut, the festival spread to Reykjavík and Hamburg the 
following year and to Berlin, New York, Brighton and Aarhus after that. The festival, 
which continues to spread across the globe, will be in Iceland on August 26 to 28.
 Ten foreign guests and 42 Icelandic singer/songwriters will perform at four 
downtown Reykjavík venues within walking distance of each other. Additionally, 
eight international and two Icelandic musicians will return from their week of tour-
ing Iceland as part of the Troubadour Olympics to show off the fruits of a two-day 
song writing workshop.  
 The festival takes place Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 16 until midnight. 
Enjoy the opportunity of listen to some nice grassroots music!
 This is a great and free event! You’d be a sucker to miss it, for sure! 

26
Aug

28
Aug

M U SI C
concerts & nightlife in august & september



Kaldalón, Harpa
 17:00 Reykjavik Big Band, 2500 ISK
Prikið
 22:00 DJ Árni Kocoon

 1 |THU
Bakkus
 22:00 Einar Sonic
Café Oliver
 22:00 Ingó Verðurguð
Celtic Cross
 22:00 Live Music

Den Danske Kro
 22:00 Live Music
Dubliner
 21:00 Live Music
English Pub
 21:30 Live Music
Esja
 21:00 Live Music
Faktorý
 21:00 Samúel Jón Samúelsson Big  
 Band, 2000 ISK
Hressó
 22:00 Svafnir & Halli
Ob-La-Di, Ob-La-Da
 22:00 Live Music
Prikið
 22:00 Local DJ
Thorvaldsen
 22:00 Salsa Night, mojito offer
Vegamót
 22:00 Local DJ
 

 2 |FRI
Austur
 22:00 Local DJ
B5
 00:00 Local DJ
Bakkus
 23:00 DJ Houskel
Café Oliver
 22:00 Local DJ
 23:00 Girls Just Wanna Have Fun, 3 for 1  
 cocktails for ladies
Celtic Cross
 01:00 Live Music
Den Danske Kro
 22:00 Live Music
Dubliner
 00:30 Live Music
English Pub
 21:30 Live Music
Esja
 22:00 Lounge DJ
 00:00 DJ Bogi

One of Reykjavik’s finest, the chic 1919 Restaurant 
features top international and neo-Nordic cuisine. 
The trendy 1919 Lounge provides a variety of 
cocktails and the perfect atmosphere for you to relax 
in and enjoy timeless luxury.

1919
R E STAU R A N T
AND LOUNGE

QUALITY TIME IN THE 
HEART OF THE CITY

Radisson Blu 1919 Hotel, Pósthússtræti 2, 101 Reykjavík, Tel: 599 1000

Café Oliver
 22:00 Salsa Night
The Culture House
 17:00 Sigríður Thorlacius with Secret  
 Swing Society quintet & Gunnar  
 Hilmarsson's band, 2000 ISK
Den Danske Kro
 22:00 Live Music 
English Pub
 21:30 Live Music 
Faktorý
 21:00 Jóel Pálsson, 2000 ISK
Gallery Bar 46
 22:00 Live Music
Icelandair Hotel Reykjavik Natura
 12:30 Live Jazz
Iðnó
 13:30 DJ Birger Haugdal - Afternoon  
 milonga 
Kaldalón, Harpa
 14:00 Danilo Perez, 1000 ISK
 17:00 Pearls of the Icelandic Song,  
 3000 ISK
The Nordic House
 20:00 Tómas R Einarsson's Strengur,  
 2000 ISK
Prikið
 22:00 Hangover Movie Night
 

 29 |MON
Bakkus
 21:00 Monday Night Movies: It Came  
 From Kucha
Café Oliver
 22:00 Margarita Night
Den Danske Kro
 22:00 Live Music
Dubliner
 21:00 Live Music
English Pub
 21:30 Live Music
The Nordic House
 20:00 Andrés Þór Quartet, 2000 ISK 

Kaldalón, Harpa
 17:00 Voces Masculorum - Icelandic  
 a capella, 3000 ISK
Prikið
 22:00 Beggi Mood

 30 |TUE
Café Oliver
 22:00 Live Karaoke
Den Danske Kro
 22:00 Live Music
Dubliner
 21:00 Live Music
English Pub
 21:30 Live Music
Kaffibarinn
 22:00 The Adventures + DJ HalliValli
Kaldalón, Harpa
 17:00 Eivind Aarset & Hilmar Jensson,  
 2500 ISK
The Nordic House
 21:30 Nikolaj Bentzon, 2000 ISK
Prikið
 22:00. DJ Hús
Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum
 20:30 Anna Jónsdóttir & Brynhildur  
 Ásgeirsdóttir, 2000 ISK

 31 |WED
Bakkus
 20:30 Pub Quiz!, 500 ISK
 22:00 DJ Harry Knuckle 
Café Oliver
 22:00 Live Music
Celtic Cross
 22:00 Open Mic
Den Danske Kro
 22:00 Live Music
Dubliner
 21:00 Live Music
English Pub
 21:30 Live Music

26
Aug

Mark Steiner & His Problems
August 26, 21:00

Café Rósenberg

Possible Entrance Fee

Mark Steiner debuted as a solo artist eight years ago during Iceland Airwaves 
in 2003. He has since then returned to Reykjavík several times to play more solo 
concerts and in January of 2011 to film a music video for the song ‘Sea of Disap-
pointment’.
 Performing nowadays as Mark Steiner & His Problems, he has played gigs all 
over New York and Europe, and even in Hong Kong. Returning to Reykjavík on 
August 26, Mark and violinist Pavel Cingl (Snake Eaters, Phil Shoenfelt & Southern 
Cross), Thomas Borge (Halph) on bass, and Tobias “Tex” Lange on percussion will 
rock Café Rósenberg. 
 His latest album ‘Broken’, which can be compared to a run-down bar in a city 
like Berlin, is available on Bandcamp (marksteiner.bandcamp.com/album/broken). 
Listen to it, fall in love and go to the concert. Not necessarily in that order.

26
Aug



Gallery Bar 46
 18:00 Pub Quiz
Hressó
 22:00 Silfur followed by DJ Fúsi
Hvita Perlan
 00:00 Local DJ
Kaffibarinn
 00:00 Local DJ
Kaffi Zimsen
 00:00 Local DJ
Kaldalón, Harpa
 17:00 Örn Arnarson & Sólveig  
 Samúelsdóttir, 3000 ISK
The Nordic House
 20:00 Anna Maria & Paavo 3 
Prikið
 22:00 DJ Gay Latino Man
Rósenberg
 22:00 Guthrie Govan, 2500 ISK
Sódóma
 23:00 Elifantree & The Kandinsky  
 Effect, 1500 ISK 
Thorvaldsen
 00:00 Local DJ
Vegamót
 22:00 Local DJ

 3 |SAT
Austur
 22:00 DJ Jónas
B5
 00:00 Local DJ
Bakkus
 21:30 Jitney concert
 23:00 DJ KGB
Café Haiti
 21:00 Jussanam - Brazilian Jazz  
 Sessions
Café Oliver
 22:00 Local DJ
 23:00 Girls Just Wanna Have Fun, 3 for 1  
 cocktails for ladies
Celtic Cross
 22:00 Live Music
Den Danske Kro
 22:00 Live Music
Dubliner
 00:30 Live Music
Eldborg, Harpa
 20:00 Mezzoforte, 4900 ISK 
English Pub
 21:30 Live Music
Esja
 22:00 Lounge DJ
 00:00 DJ Bogi
Gallery Bar 46
 22:00 Live Music
Hressó
 22:00 Alexander & friends followed by  
 DJ Fúsi 

Hvita Perlan
 00:00 Live Music
Kaffibarinn
 00:00 Local DJ
Kaffi Zimsen
 00:00 Local DJ
NASA
 00:00 Henrik Schwarz - Party Zone,  
 possible entrance fee
Nordic House
 13:00 Jazz For The Young Ones
Prikið
 22:00 Local DJ
Rósenberg
 22:00 Guthrie Govan, 2500 ISK
Sódóma
 22:00 Sage Francis & B. Dolan, 
 3000 ISK
Thorvaldsen
 22:00 Local DJ
Vegamót
 22:00 Local DJ

 
  4 |SUN
Austurbær
 20:00 Björgvin Gíslason's  
 Anniversary, 3500 ISK 
Bakkus
 Ping-Pong Beer Whiskey
Café Oliver
 22:00 Salsa Night
Den Danske Kro
 22:00 Live Music
Dubliner
 21:00 Live Music
English Pub
 21:30 Live Music
Faktorý
 21:00 Live Jazz
Gallery Bar 46
 22:00 Live Music
Harpa, Norðurljós
 20:00 Jussen brothers, 3900 ISK
Icelandair Hotel Reykjavík Natura
 12:30 Live Jazz
Prikið
 22:00 Hangover Movie 
Salurinn, Kópavogur
 20:00 Erla Þorsteinsdóttir tribute, 
 2500 ISK
  

 5 | MON
Bakkus
 21:00 Monday Night Movies
Café Oliver
 22:00 Margarita Night
Den Danske Kro
 22:00 Live Music

M U SI C
concerts & nightlife in august & september

YOUNG MUSICAL SENSATIONS
September 4 at 20:00

Harpa, Norðurljós Hall

3.900 ISK

Young piano masters Lucas and Arthur Jussen from the Netherlands will delight 
audiences at Harpa on September 4. The brothers, who have become a sensation in 
their home country where they have even played for the Queen, are only fourteen 
and seventeen years old. 
 Perhaps it’s not suprising that they come from a musical family; their mother 
is a flute teacher and their father plays in the Radio Philharmonic Orchestra as a 
percussionist and timpanist. They are also trained by renowned Portugese pianist 
Maria João Pires, who recently played at Harpa herself. 
 Piano concert ... Harpa ... Arthur and Lucas Jussen ... what are you waiting for? 
Go get your ticket already! Enjoy!

Mezzoforte In  
Crescendo
September 1 at 21:00 and September 

3, at 20:00

Græni Hatturinn (Akureyri) and Eldborg, 

Harpa

From 3.900 ISK

Mezzoforte were only teenagers when 
they created Iceland’s first international 
chart-hit, ‘Garden Party’, in 1983. With 
their fresh jazz, the band continues 
climbing the stairwell of success. They 
have played in forty countries and have 
released twelve albums in the last thirty 
years. Music with no limits, that’s Mez-
zoforte!
If you want to experience the liveliness 
of the jazzy chords of this immortal 
band, you can check them out at at 
Græni Hatturinn in Akureyri or Harpa in 
the Eldborg Music Hall, because they’re 
back with more strength and surprises 
than ever before!

4
Sep

1
Sep

3
Sep

Dubliner
 21:00 Live Music
English Pub
 21:30 Live Music

  

 6 |TUE
Café Oliver
 22:00 Live Karaoke
Den Danske Kro
 22:00 Live Music
Dubliner
 21:00 Live Music
English Pub
 21:30 Live Music
Kaffibarinn
 22:00 Local DJ
Prikið
 22:00 Local DJ
Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum
 20:30 Þórarinn Stefánsson, 2000 ISK

 7 |WED
Café Oliver
 22:00 Live Music
Den Danske Kro
 22:00 Live Music
Dubliner
 21:00 Live Music
English Pub
 21:30 Live Music
Esja
 21:00 Character-reading with Heidar
Sódóma
 21:00 DeAnne Smith - Stand-up  
 comedian, 2000 ISK
Prikið
 22:00 Local DJ

Pósthússtræti 13
101 Reykjavík

Tel: +354 551 1800
www.gamla.is

No photographing allowed

www.facebook.com/kaffibarinn

Always cheeses and red wine 
offer on Wednesday evenings

BOSTON
BAR -  SUNNY TERRACE

LAUGAVEGUR (the main street)

SKÓLAVÖRÐUSTÍGUR

HVERFISGATA

HVERFISGATA

BANKASTRÆTI

AUSTURSTRÆTI
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BOSTON BAR
LAUGAVEGUR 28B

TEL: 517 7816

OPENING HOURS:
MONDAY-THURSDAY 16-01
FRIDAY-SATURDAY 16-03
SUNDAY 19-01

DJʼS AND/OR LIVE MUSIC
FROM THURSDAY TO SATURDAY

SMALL KITCHEN:
ENJOY A SNACK OR LIGHT MEAL 
ON THE SUNNY TERRACE 
OR AT YOUR TABLE

BOSTON
28

ABOVE THE SECOND HAND SHOP



    New 
bar menu
Rib-eye mini burgers 
Duck confit dumplings
Tandoori tiger prawns 
Pizza with yellow fin tuna
Lobster spring rolls

2 for 1 offers daily from 4-7 pm

Víking beer ∙ white & red wine
Bombay sapphire ∙  cocktail of the day

... warm and            casual .

Hótel Holt  ·  Bergstaðastræti 37  ·  101 Reykjavík  ·  552 5700  ·   galler y@holt.is  ·   w w w.holt.is

Amsterdam
Hafnarstræti 5 | D4 

Austur
Austurstræti 7 | E4

B5
Bankastræti 5 | E4

Babalú
Skólavörðustígur 22 | F5

Bakkus 
Tryggvagata 22 | D4  
Bar 11
Hverfisgötu 18 | E5

Barbara
Laugavegur 22 | F5

Bjarni Fel 
Austurstræti 20 | E4

Boston
Laugavegur 28b | F6

Café Paris
Austurstræti 14 | E4

Celtic Cross
Hverfisgata 26 | E5

Den Danske Kro
Ingólfsstræti 3 | F5  

Dillon
Laugavegur 30 | F7 

Dubliner 
Hafnarstræti 4 | D4

Esja
Austurstræti 16 | E4  
English Pub
Austurstræti 12 | E4

Faktorý 
Smiðjustígur 6 | E5  
Ölsmiðjan 
Lækjargata 10 | E4

Hressó
Austurstræti 20 | E4

Bankinn 
Hverfisgata 20 | E5

Kaffi Zimsen
Hafnarstræti 18 | D4

Kaffibarinn
Bergstraðastræti 1 | E5

NASA
Þorvaldsenstræti 2 | E3  
Nýlenduvöruverzlun Hemma 
& Valda
Laugavegur 21 | F5

Næsti Bar 
Ingólfstræti 1A | E5

Óliver 
Laugavegur 20A | F5

Ölstofan
Vegamótastígur | F5

Prikið
Bankastræti | E5

Rósenberg
Klapparstígur 25 | E6

Sódóma Reykjavík
Tryggvagata 22 | D3

Sólon
Bankastræti 7A | E5

Thorvaldsen
Austurstræti 8 | E4

Trúnó
Laugavegur 22 | F5  
Vegamót
Vegamótastígur 4 | F6

Vestur
Tryggvagata 20 | D3

Music & Entertainment  | Venue finder

 

Welcome 
to the home of writer
Halldór Laxness, 

winner of the 

Nobel Prize 
for Literature 1955

www.gljufrasteinn.is

Opening hours: 
Every day 9.00 – 17.00

20 min from Reykjavík city centre - 
On the way to Thingvellir National Park

Be inspired by Laxness

B5 
Happy Hour every day from 17-19, beer and 
wine for 650 ISK.

Bakkus 
Happy hour from 16-22, beer 400 ISK and 
wine glass 500 ISK.

Bar 11 
Beers & shots for 450 ISK on Thursdays.

Bar 46
Happy Hour every day from 16-20, beers 
and shots are for 500 ISK.

Barónspöbb
Beer is 500 ISK until 19. 

Bjarni Fel
Mojitos 750 ISK every weekend from 23:00. 

Boston
Happy Hour every day from 16-20, two for 
one on beer.

Celtic Cross
Thursdays, lager for 500 ISK. Inquire about 
the malt beer punchcards.

Den Danske Kro
Happy Hour every day from 16-19, two for 
one. Shots for 500 ISK every Monday.

Dillon
Happy Hour every day from 16-20, two for 
one. 

Dubliner
Happy Hour every day from 12-19, two for 
one Polar Beer and shot for 1000 ISK.

Faktorý
Happy Hour every day from 17-20, large Eg-
ils Gull 500 ISK.

Hotel 101 Bar 
Happy Hour is daily from 17-19, all drinks 
are 50% off.

Hótel Holt Gallery Bar
Happy Hour every day from 16-19, beer and 
wine 50% off. Cocktail of the day is 50% off.

Íslenski Barinn
Every day, beer of the day for 650 ISK.

Kaffibarinn
Red wine special on Wednesday evenings 
at 600 ISK a glass. 

Kaffi Zimsen
16:00-20:00 large beer and shot for  500 
ISK every day.

Nýlenduvöruverzlun Hemma 
& Valda
Happy Hour every day from 16-20, Viking 
Beers for 550 ISK.

Óliver
Happy Hour Fridays and Saturdays from 
23-01, 3x1 cocktails. 

Obla Di Obla Da
Happy Hour every day from 12-20, 500 ISK 
beers, 600 ISK shots and 800 ISK single + 
mixer.

Prikið
Happy hour on weekdays from 17-19, large 
beer 400 ISK. Buy four large beers, get free 
nachos.

Trúnó
Happy hour every day from 16-00, all beer 
and wine 500 ISK. 

Stofan
Refills on beer 600 ISK  all day. 

Þingholt bar (Center Hotel 
Þingholt)
Happy Hour every day from 17-19 as of June 
1 (currently every Friday and Saturday), all 
drinks are half off. 

a full list of every 
happy hour offer in 101!

RUN A 101 REYKJAVÍK BAR? IS YOUR 'HAPPY HOUR' MISSING? HAVE THE PRICES CHANGED? DROP US A LINE AND WE WILL AMEND.

Photo:: DJ Spiess // www.fermentarium.com



M U SI C
concerts & nightlife in august & september

Step into
the Viking Age
Experience Viking-Age Reykjavík at the  
new Settlement Exhibition. The focus of the 
exhibition is an excavated longhouse site which 
dates from the 10th century ad. It includes 
relics of human habitation from about 871, the 
oldest such site found in Iceland. 
 

Multimedia techniques bring Reykjavík’s  
past to life, providing visitors with insights  
into how people lived in the Viking Age, and 
what the Reykjavík environment looked like  
to the first settlers. 

The exhibition and 
museum shop are open 
daily 10–17

Aðalstræti 16 
101 Reykjavík / Iceland
Phone +(354) 411 6370
www.reykjavikmuseum.is

Reykjavík Is A Hotbed Of Jazz
For one more week! 
Until September 3

Various venues

It’s the last week of The Reykjavík Jazz Festival! You have until September 3 to 
experience Reykjavík as a hotbed of lively jazz music. So go enjoy superb shows by 
well-known jazz artists from around the world along with great Icelandic newcom-
ers. 
 The festival is hosting bands from all over the world, including the US, France, 
Austria, and of course other Nordic countries. Some must-see acts include Danilo 
Perez, who will play jazz inspired by his Latin American roots at Harpa on August 
27, Mezzoforte, who will play at Harpa on September 3, and up-and-coming Swed-
ish-Finnish pop-improv trio Elifantree, who will bring their lively, peculiar grooves, 
peppering the act with entertaining improvisation at Sódóma on September 2. 
 The Reykjavík Jazz Festival brings you eclectic jazz styles sure to meet the needs 
of even the pickiest of jazz lovers! Jazz lovers of Reykjavík unite!
 

 8 |THU
Bakkus
 22:00 Creature of the Night
Café Oliver
 22:00 Ingó Verðurguð
Celtic Cross
 22:00 Live Music
Den Danske Kro
 22:00 Live Music
Dubliner
 21:00 Live Music
English Pub
 21:30 Live Music 
Esja
 21:00 Live Music
Hressó
 22:00 Böddi & friends
Kaffibarinn
 22:00 Local DJ
Ob-La-Di, Ob-La-Da
 22:00 Live Music
Prikið
 22:00 Surprise night!
Vegamót
 22:00 DJ Jónas

  » |ONGOING
Víkingakráin
 20:00 Let's Talk Iceland: Comedy Show.  
 2200 ISK. Everyday
Iðnó 
 20:00 Cellophane Comedy show.
 Thursdays

AUGUST 26
RÚV 1, free entrance
 16:00 Live Jazz
The Nordic House
 20:00 Ragnheiður Gröndal, 2.000 

ISK
Sódóma
 22:00 Ómar Guðjónsson’s 

Quartet, Eyjólfur Þorsteinsson & 
Eyland, 1.500 ISK

AUGUST 27
The Nordic House
 13:00 Jazz For The Young Ones, 

free entrance
Harpa, Norðurljós
 15:00 Eyþór og Davíð, 2.500 ISK
The Culture House
 17:00 Skúli Sverrisson, 2.000 ISK
Harpa, Norðurljós
 20:00 Danilo Perez, 3.900 ISK
AUGUST 28
Icelandair Hotel Reykjavik Natura
 12:30 Live Jazz, free entrance
Harpa, Kaldalón
 14:00 Danilo Perez, 1.000 ISK
The Culture House
 17:00 Sigríður Thorlacius with 

Secret Swing Society quintet & 
Gunnar Hilmarsson's band, 2.000 
ISK

The Nordic House
 20:00 Tómas R. Einarsson's 

Strengur, 2.000 ISK
Faktorý
 21:00 Jóel Pálsson, 2.000 ISK
AUGUST 29
The Nordic House
 20:00 Andrés Þór Quartet, 2.000 

ISK

AUGUST 30
Harpa, Kaldalón
 20:00 Eivind Aarset & Hilmar 

Jensson, 2.500
The Nordic House
 21:30 Nikolaj Bentzon, 2.000 ISK
AUGUST 31
Harpa, Kaldalón
 20:00 The Reykjavík Big Band, 

2.500 ISK
SEPTEMBER 1
Faktorý
 21:00 Samúel Jón Samúelsson 

Big Band, 2.000 ISK
SEPTEMBER 2
RÚV 1, free entrance
 16:00 Live Jazz
The Nordic House
 20:00 Anna Maria & Paavo 3, free 

entrance
Sódóma
 23:00 Elifantree & The Kandinsky 

Effect, 1.500 ISK
SEPTEMBER 3
The Nordic House
 13:00 Jazz For The Young Ones, 

free entrance
Ingólfstorg
 15:00 Jazz Show, free entrance
Harpa, Eldborg
 20:00 Mezzoforte, 4.900 ISK
SEPTEMBER 4
Icelandair Hotel Reykjavik Natura
 12:30 Live Jazz, free entrance
Faktorý
 21:00 Live Jazz, free entrance

Aeroplane Will Do A 
Brief Stopover In  
Reykjavík! 
He’ll get y’all dancing, too! 
September 2, at 23:00 

Square (Lækjartorg)

1500 ISK

The discerning dance music enthusiast 
who just happens to be stationed in 
Reykjavík on September 2 sure has rea-
son to rejoice! None other than fabled 
Italian/Belgian producer Aeroplane is 
throwing a party in Reykjavík with help 
from designer/artist MUNDI, promotion 
collective RVK UNDERGROUND and 
very excellent local DJs Gísli Galdur, B 
Ruff and Introbeats. 
 Aeroplane should really need no 
introduction to said discerning dance 
music enthusiast who just happens to 
be stationed in Reykjavík on September 
2,  so we’re not we’re not giving one. If 
you’re all oblivious, just Google him—
you shan’t regret it. 
 Get yr. tix at www.midi.is—see y’all 
there, with your disco-pants on. 



Restaurant in the oldest 
house in Akureyri

Hafnarstræti 11, 
telephone: 461-2900

laxdalshus@laxdalshus.is

O U T S I D E  R V K
in august & september

Outside Reykjavík  | Venue finder
Keflavík
Suðsuðvestur
www.sudsudvestur.is
Hafnargata 22
230 Reykjanesbær
421-2225

Borgarnes
The Icelandic Settlement Centre
www.landnam.is
Brákarbraut 13-15
310 Borgarnes
437-1600

Mývatn
Mývatnsstofa
Hraunvegi 8
660 Mývatn
464-4390
www.visitmyvatn.is

Stykkishólmur
Vatnasafnið / Library of Water
www.libraryofwater.is

Akureyri
Akureyri Art Museum
www.listasafn.akureyri.is
Kaupvangsstræti 12
600 Akureyri
461 2610

Græni Hatturinn
Hafnarstræti 96
600 Akureyri
461-4646

Kunstraum Wohnraum
Ásabyggð 2
600 Akureyri

Egilsstaðir
Sláturhúsið 
www.slaturhusid.is
Kaupvangi 7
700 Egilsstaðir
470-0692

Seyðisfjörður
Skaftfell
www.skaftfell.is
Austurvegur 42
710 Seyðisfjörður
472-1632

Hveragerði
LÁ Art
www.listasafnarnesinga.is
Austurmörk 21
210 Hveragerði
483-1727

The Icelandic Settlement Centre, 
Borgarnes
 Two exhibitions about the Settlement 

of Iceland and The Egil Saga give the 
traveler further knowledge about the 
country. Admission ISK 2400; Children, 
seniour citizens, studends ISK 1800      

  Daily 10 - 9pm
Búrfell Plant, Þjórsárdalur
 Geothermal Energy Exhibit
 An interactive exhibit about geothermal 

energy
Gallerí Lækjarkoti, Borgarbyggð
 Collection of watercolors, acrylics, 

photographs and video works by women 
artists Asa Olafsdottir, Bryndis Jonsdottir, 
Kristin Geirsdóttir & Magdalena Margrét 
Kjartansdóttir

 Opened all summer Thursday to Sunday
Gamli Baukur, Húsavík
 15:30 "Let's talk Local"
 Comedy show about Iceland
 Everyday 
Gljúfrasteinn - Laxness Museum, 
Mosfellsbær
 The home of Halldór Laxness, Iceland's 

beloved writer who won the Nobel Prize 
in Literature in 1955. Open 09:00-17:00 
daily

 On permanent view 
The Ghost Centre, Stokkseyri
 Night at the Ghost Museum
 Feel like a scary night in the Fisherman’s 

hut inside the Ghost Centre? Only for 
brave people!

 Ghosts and spirits of the South
 Guided tour for groups of ten people 

or more through the lowlands south of 
Selfoss where many ghosts, spirits and 
other spiritual beings live

Hafnarborg, Hafnarfjörður
 Ingenuity
 Einar Thorsteinn Asgeirsson’s ideas of 

design stem from his conviction that 
ingenuity, can build a better world.

 Runs until August 14
 Collection exhibition
 The collection includes works by 

contemporary artists from early 20th 
century which explores Icelandic art 
history, ranging from important works 
by the considered pioneers of Icelandic 
art to the more experimental art of today.

 Runs until August 14
 Works from the Gallery
 A collection of paintings, graphics, and 

sculptures created during the years 
1955 to 2009

 Runs until September 25
The Icelandic Settlement Centre, 
Borgarnes
 The Settlement Exhibition
 Tells the story of Iceland ś settlement 

by Viking sailors who left Norway and 
settled in Iceland

 On permanent view 
 The Egils Saga Exhibition
 The exhibition concentrates one of 

Iceland's famous most famous Vikings 
and poets, Egill Skallagrímsson

 On permanent view 
Old herring factory, DJúpavík
 Pictures - And their sounds
 Combination of photographs and sounds 

by Claus Sterneck
 Runs until August 31
 200+ pictures

 Collection of 200 pictures taken in 
Iceland by Claus Sterneck

 Runs until August 31
Pompei of the North, Westman 
Islands
 Excavations project at the site of 1973 

volcanic eruption on the island of  
Heimaey

 On permanent view
Reykjanes Art Museum, 
Reykjanesbær
 On permanent view
Safnasafnið, Akureyri
 Exhibition by artists Guðrún Hrönn 

Ragnarsdóttir, Sólveig Aðalsteinsdóttir 
& Þóra Sigurðardóttir

 Runs until September 4
Safnahús Museum, Westman 
Islands
 This museum has mounted birds & fish, 

an aquarium, as well as a variety of 
rocks and minerals on display

 On permanent view 
Skaftfell, Seyðisfjörður
 Check www.skaftfell.is for latest 
shows
Sláturhúsið, Egilsstaðir
 Check www.slaturhusid.is for latest 
shows

OUTSIDE 
MUSIC
 26 |FRI
Græni Hatturinn, Akureyri
 22:00 Egill Ólafsson, Gunnar Þórðar-

son & Bítlavinirnir Blíðu, 2000 ISK
Hof, Akureyri
 20:00 Opera concert, 4900 ISK

 27 |SAT
Græni Hatturinn, Akureyri
 22:00 Berndsen, Of Monster and Men 

& Nolo
Hof, Akureyri
 17:00 Björgvin Gíslason - 60 Years 

Anniversary concert, 6400 ISK
 21:00 Björgvin Gíslason - 60 Years 

Anniversary concert, 6400 ISK

 28 |SUN
Gljúfrasteinnn, Mosfellsbær
    16:00 Þóra Passauer, Birna Hall-

grímsdóttir & Ásdís Hildur Runólf-
sdóttir

 1 |THU
Græni Hatturinn, Akureyri
 21:00 Mezzoforte

 2 |FRI
Græni Hatturinn, Akureyri
 22:00 Björgvin Gíslason - 60 Years 

Anniversary concert

OUTSIDE ART 
OPENINGS

 25 |THU
Ice Specífic, Flateyri
 Forest gallery
 August 25
 Photos by Salomon Anaya

 27 |SAT
Flora, Akureyri
 Þórarinn Blöndal exhibition
 August 27
 Runs until October 29
Gallerí BOX, Akureyri
 The revolution was useless!
 August 27
 Works by Hlynur Hallsson & Jóna Hlíf 

Halldórsdóttir 

OUTSIDE ART 
 - ONGOING
Akureyri
 Summer Festival of the Arts 
 Akureyri and north Iceland, mid-June 

until end of August. Concerts, visual arts 
etc.

 Runs until August 28
Borgarfjordur Museum, Borganes
 Iceland in the 20th century
 A beautiful exhibit, showing life and 

surroundings of the people in Iceland, 
especially children, in the 20th century. 
Open every day from 13:00 to 18:00.

 Runs until September 1

Björgvin Gíslason
60 Years Anniversary Concert
August 27 at 17:00 and 21:00 (Hof), 

September 2, at 22:00 (Græni Hatturinn)

Græni Hatturinn (Akureyri) and Hof 

(Akureyri)

Possible entrance fee

Renowned guitarist Björgvin Gíslason 
celebrates his 60 year anniversary (and 
the release of a box set with all of his 
solo-albums, named Björgvin Gíslason 
3X), with three concerts in Akureyri. 
Björgvin Gíslason has been one of Ice-
land's premier guitarists and has played 
with most, if not all, of Icelands most 
popular artists. A master blues guitarist 
that puts on a great show every time.
 

For further informations
on upcoming events and concerts go to: 

www.facebook.com/graenihatturinn

THE GREEN HAT
AKUREYRI

THE GREEN HAT
AKUREYRI

THE GREEN HATTHE GREEN HATTHE GREEN HAT

concert 
venue in Akureyri

concert 
venue in Akureyri

Best li
ttle

Best li
ttle

CONCERTS:
Fri. 26. aug. Egill Ólafsson,

Gunnar Thordarson and The Gentle
Beatleboys

Sat. 27. aug. Airwaves upphitun
Of Monster And Men etc.

Thu. 1. sep. Mezzoforte

Fri. 2. sep. Björgvin Gíslason
Anniversary Concert

CONCERTS:
Fri. 26. aug. Egill Ólafsson,

Gunnar Thordarson and The Gentle
Beatleboys

Sat. 27. aug. Airwaves upphitun
Of Monster And Men etc.

Thu. 1. sep. Mezzoforte

Fri. 2. sep. Björgvin Gíslason
Anniversary Concert



Places We Like

Barbara

At Laugavegur 22, above Trúnó, Barbara 
serves up a lively atmosphere for Reykjavík’s 
gay community and anybody else who just 
wants to dance and have a good time. The 
first level is made for dancing and is often 
packed with sweaty bodies, while the second 
level of the bar offers a place to sit, drink and 
chat with another and in which to smoke.

Laugavegur 22
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Kaffibarinn

Weekends are somewhat overrated at Kaf-
fibarinn if you ask me. Don’t get me wrong, 
they can be brilliant if you’re completely 
pissed, the DJ is fresh and the crowd is 
full-blooded, still the weekdays are better. 
You should always expect get caught in some 
shenanigan, whether it’s a crazy Monday 
bender or a wacko Tuesday...well... bender.
 

Bergstaðastræti 1

8

Panorama

For those who appreciate the finer things 
in life, Panorama has it all. From the top 
floor of the Center Hotel, diners enjoy a 
breathtaking view of Mount Esja across the 
Faxaflói Bay, while being served skilfully 
presented French-Scandinavian cuisine. 

Ingólfsstræti 1

3

Tapas 

For those with a bit of time on their hands, 
the evening is well spent at Tapas, where 
you can indulge yourself feasting on course 
after delicious course of miniature dishes 
served in true Spanish style. If you feel like 
hanging around, there’s also a lounge. 

Vesturgata  3B

2

Grái Kötturinn

Super relaxed and cosy diner/café below 
street level. This place makes the best 
hangover breakfast ever (the truck!) and 
any-other-day breakfast as well. It’s a nice 
and relaxing place to eat and increase your 
caffeine intake and chill with friends or with 
some reading material.

Hverfisgata 16a

1

Kraum

The Kraum Iceland Design store features 
the best from the latest trends in Icelandic 
design. Kraum sells unique, Icelandic takes 
on everyday items like stationary, wooden 
children’s toys, plastic zip-lockable handbags 
and raincoats, and woollen and other clothing 
and jewellery.

Aðalstræti 10 

9

Kornið

How about filling your face with cakes at the 
delightful Kornið. They taste so good, you 
would gladly push your own mother over 
for even the slightest of sniffs. Not a sweet 
tooth? Well, try their delectable sandwiches 
then, I recommend the egg and bacon 
ciabatta! At only 590 ISK plus all the Pítu 
Sósa you could dream of, what more could 
you ask for on your lunch break?

Lækjargata 4

4

Den Danske Kro

The Danish Bar is located on Ingólfsstræti, 
just off Laugavegur. They serve up Danish 
favourites, such as open faced smørrebrød 
sandwiches, Danish Tuborg beer and Akavit 
schnapps. Their ‘Happy Hour’, every day 
between 16–19, is a great source of fun. 
How to ask for a large beer in Danish: “Hej, 
jeg vil gerne ha’ en stor øl, tak”. 

Ingólfssstræti 3

7Café Óliver

If you like trendy party-types who dance 
like crazy to a lively mix of music where 
glamour is all that counts, the stylish Óliver 
is the nightclub for you. Check out Óliver's 
live karaoke nights on Tuesdays. If you don't 
suffer from stage fright you can go on stage 
and sing your favourite song accompanied 
by the local troubadour.  

Laugavegur 20a
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Useful numbers

Emergency number: 112
Medical help: 1770
Dental emergency: 575 0505
Information: 118
Taxi: Hreyfill-Bæjarleiðir: 588 5522
      BSR: 561 0000

 Tax Free Refund

Iceland Refund, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 564 6400

 Tourist information

Arctic Adventures, Laugavegur 11,

tel: 562 7000

City Centre, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 590 1550

Iceland Excursions – Grayline Iceland, 

Hafnarstræti 20, tel: 540 1313

The Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 
2, tel: 522 4979

Trip, Laugavegur 54, tel: 433 8747

 Pharmacies

Lyf og heilsa, Egilsgata 3, tel: 563 1020

Lyfja, Laugavegur 16, tel: 552 4045 and 
Lágmúla 5, tel: 533-2300

 Coach terminal

BSÍ, Vatnsmýrarvegur 10,

tel: 562 1011, www.bsi.is

 Domestic airlines

Air Iceland, Reykjavíkurflugvöllur,

tel: 570 3030, www.flugfelag.is

Eagle Air, Hótel Loftleiðir, tel: 562-4200

 Public transport

The only public transport available in 
Reykjavík is the bus. Most buses run every 
20–30 minutes (the wait may be longer on 
weekends) and the price per fare is 350 ISK 
for adults and children. Multiple day passes 
are available for purchase at select locations. 
Complete route map available at: www.bus.
is. Tel: 540 2700. Buses run from 07:00–24:00 
on weekdays and 10:00–24:00 on weekends. 
Main terminals are: Hlemmur and Lækjartorg

Opening Hours

Bars and clubs: According to regulations, 
bars can stay open until 01:00 on  weekdays 
and 05:30 on weekends.

Shops: Mon.–Fri. 10:00–18:00, Sat. 

10:00–16:00, Sun. closed. The shopping cen-
tres Kringlan and Smáralind as well as most 
supermarkets and tourist shops have longer 
opening hours. 

Swimming pools: Weekdays 06:30–22:00 
and weekends 09:00–17:00, although each 
pool varies plus or minus a few hours.  
Banks in the centre are open Mon.-Fri. 
09:00-16:00.

 Post Offices 

Post offices are located around the city. The 
downtown post office is at Pósthússtræti 
3–5, open Mon.–Fri. 09:00–18:00. Stamps are 
also sold at bookstores, gas stations, tourist 
shops and some grocery stores.

Now offering
catering service!

Laugavegur 2   101 Reykjavík   tel: 552 4444



Cintamani 

Cintamani stocks Icelandic quality outdoor-
gear and travel equipment, guaranteed to 
keep the whole family nice and warm in 
any type of weather. Here you’ll find almost 
everything needed for your trip across the 
country and beyond and you can book an 
adventure excursion on the spot.

Bankastræti 7 
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A DAY IN THE LIFE

Kitty Von-Sometime

What’s up, Kitty? 
 I’m balancing vampires and spaceships 
at CCP Games with dressing women up 
in spandex for The Weird Girls Project 
(www.theweirdgirlsproject.com) and 
DJ-ing in the evenings.

Early morning involves a five-minute 
walk to Vesturbæjarlaug (Hofsvallagata) 
with my daughter. I prefer to get there 
early to listen to the Icelandic grey 
army gossiping in the hot tubs. It’s one 
of the best and most Icelandic ways to 
start the day. When we are done at the 
pool we walk to the town pond to feed 
the ducks, but first we always stop at 
Melabúðin (Hagamelur 39)—the best 
store in town—to grab something for 
ourselves and for the ducks. The store 
is incredible; they have everything I 
have ever gone in there to buy. Plus it’s 
like the social centre of Vesturbær.

If I am with my daughter, Laundromat 
Café (Austurstræti 9) rules. It has 
bacon, pancakes, good coffee and a 
fully padded children's play area where 
Lilja can go crazy while I enjoy a much 
needed caffeine break. When I am 
baby-free I like to cycle up to Ostabúðin 
Delicatessen (Skólavörðustígur 8) to 
grab a selection of lovely spreads, 
like olives, smoked duck breast and 
camembert to put on a lovely freshly 
baked baguette, and a mini bottle 
of white wine. Then I cycle down to 
Austurvöllur and have a picnic. It 
doesn’t cost very much more than 
buying a limp sandwich from 10-11. 
When the sun is shining it’s always like 
a mini festival there.

Afternoons are torn between poking 
around the Kolaportið flea market 
(Tryggvagata 19), cycling around 
town, and popping into various friends’ 
houses. Summer in Reykjavík and a 
bike go together like nothing else. The 
cycle path along the coastline never 
tires and from there you can watch the 
stunning colours of the Esja mountain 
range change every day.

 
My favourite place to eat is Argentína 
Steikhús (Barónsstígur 11); this is 
a place with excellent service, cosy 
surroundings and food to die for. If 
you like your steak rare like I do, make 
sure to ask for some truffle oil to 
accompany it. For post-dinner drinks 
on a flash night or a special occasion, I 
go to Harpa's cocktail bar (Austurbakki 
2), which has an incredible cocktail 
menu, or Hótel Holt's whiskey lounge 
(Bergstaðastræti 37). If you enjoy good 
cognac and whiskey, nothing beats the 
selection there. 

When it’s time for dancing, the ideal 
combo is Bakkus bar (Tryggvagata 22) 
with DJ KGB playing. I rarely leave the 
dance floor before the lights come on.

EARLY MORNING >

LUNCH >

AFTERNOON >

HEAT OF THE NIGHT >

LAUGAVEGUR 56
101 REYKJAVÍK
WWW.NIKITACLOTHING.COM

Ask for a Tax free form and 
save up to 15%

Kolaportið

Reykjavík’s massive flea market is a 
wonderful place to get lost for a few hours, 
rummaging through stall upon stall of 
potential treasures. There are heaps of used 
clothing, knitwear and other yard-sale type 
goods from decades of yore, and a large 
food section with fish, meats and baked 
goods. Check out the vintage post cards and 
prints at the table near the army surplus. 

Tryggvagata 19

10 Sruli Recht –The Armoury 

For the fashionably adventurous, The 
Armoury is a sort of showroom/store for the 
designs of Sruli Recht and Megan Herbert, 
which are on display and for sale. This 
is the place to find useful products with 
personality, like brass knuckle umbrellas, 
whale penis wallets, whale penis shoes, 
typefaces, and scarves.

Hólmaslóð 4

12

 Public phones

There aren’t many public payphones in the 
city centre. The tourist information centre 
at Aðalstræti 2, City Hall, Kolaportið, en-
trance at Landsbankinn and in Lækjargata. 
Prepaid international phone cards are 
recommended for int’l callers.

 Internet Access

Most cafés offer free wireless internet ac-
cess. Computers with internet connections 
are available to use at:

Ráðhúskaffi City Hall, Tjarnargata 11

Ground Zero, Frakkastígur 8, near 
Laugavegur 45 

The Reykjavík City Library, Tryggvagata 15

The National and University Library, Arn-
grímsgata 3

Tourist Information Centre, Aðalstræti 2

Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2

Reykjavík Backpackers, Laugavegur 28

 Swimming Pools 

There are several swimming pools in Reyk-
javík. The one in 101 Reykjavík, Sundhöll 
Reykjavíkur, is an indoor one, located at 
Barónsstígur. That pool features a nice 
sunbathing area and some outdoor hot 
tubs. Opening hours: Monday to Thursday 
from 06:30–22:00, Friday from 06:30–20:00, 
Saturday from 08:00–16:00, and Sunday 
from 10:00–18:00. 

 Public Toilets

Public toilets in the centre can be found 
inside the green poster covered towers 
located, for example, at Hlemmur, Ingólfs-
tortorg, by Hallgrímskirkja, by Reykjavík Art 
Museum, Lækjargata and by Eymundsson 
on Skólavörðustígur. Toilets can also be 
found inside the Reykjavík City Hall and the 
Reykjavík Library.

Litli Bóndabærinn, Laugavegur 41

A new little coffee house has spouted up in 
Reykjavík, and it is absolutely adorable. This one’s 
called Litli Bóndabærinn (“The Little Farm”) and 
it’s a bit different than the rest of them, offering 
healthy and organic products from local farmers. 
You can go there to get a good cup of fair trade 
coffee with the option of unpasteurised milk and a 
great variety of coffee syrups. You can also find a 
delicious selection of breads, soups, sandwiches 
(those sandwiches kick the ass of any of the ones 
you can get in 10-11, and they’re CHEAPER!!!), 
pies and cookies, as well as other delightful 
snacks. Everything is made by owner David Noble 
who uses only freshest local ingredients, so go eat 
well and support farmers and this lovely endeav-
our. May it long prosper in 101 Reykjavík!

NEW IN TOWN

For a map of outside downtown Reykjavík 
visit www.grapevine.is or the Icelandic 
phonebook website www.ja.is
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#
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#
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PUNJABI LUNCH & PUNJABI DINNER every day



Cocktail pleasures and 
Visual stimulation

How to use the listings: Venues are listed 
alphabetically by day. For complete listings
and detailed information on venues visit 
www.grapevine.is
Send us your listings: listings@grapevine.is

  » |OPENINGS
Gamla Bíó 
 Mundi
 September 2, 21:00
 Fashion designer collection for next 

summer. Exhibition in collaboration with 
RVK Underground. Aeroplane, DJ intro, 
Gísli Galdur, B Ruff, Oculus & Óli will 
play.

Gerðuberg
 New art Iceland 2011
 September 4
 An exhibition of oil paintings by the naïve 

artist Ármann Kummer Magnússon in 
the Boginn exhibition area

 Runs until October 16
 Without consideration
 September 7
 An exhibition in the cafeteria of pastels 

by Stefán Hermannsson
 Runs until October 9 

Hafnarborg
 In Between
 August 26
 The exhibition refers to the Curiosity 

Cabinet, a Renaissance cultural phe-
nomenon known to be the predecessor 
of modern public museums. 

 Runs until October 23
Reykjavík Art Museum
Hafnarhús
 Erró - Drawings
 September 3
 The exhibition consists of 180 drawings 

Erró has done since 1944 until the pres-
ent day

 Runs until August 19, 2012

  » |ONGOING
ASÍ Art Museum
 The ASÍ 50 Years Anniversary
 Runs until September 11
The Culture House 
 Child of Hope - Youth and Jón Sig-

urðsson
 Exploring the life of Icelandic national 

hero Jón Sigurðsson, made especially 
accessible to children, families, and 
school groups

 On permanent view

 Medieval Manuscripts - Eddas and 
Sagas

 Some of Iceland's medieval manuscripts 
on display. Guided tour in English on 
Mondays & Fridays at 15:00

 On permanent view
 Millennium - phase one
 Selection of pieces from the collection of 

the National Gallery displaying a variety 
of works by Icelandic artists in the last 
two centuries.

 On permanent view
  The Library Room
 The old reading room of the National 

Library. Displaying books of Icelandic 
cultural history dating from the 16th 
century to the present. Works include 
oldest published versions of the Sagas, 
Eddic Poems, and more

 On permanent view
Gallerí Ágúst
 Portraits of Women
 The exhibition consists of paintings and 

drawings of women the artist has cre-
ated in the past few years. Her honest 
approach and beautiful use of colors 
makes this a magical collection.

 Runs until September 25 
Gallerí Fold 
 Marta Rosolska Photography
 Runs until November 14
Gerðuberg
 Complicities, Diego Rivera and Frida 

Kahlo

Read, Write, Think
The Reykjavík International Literary Festival
September 7 to 11

The Nordic House & Iðnó

Free

Literature is more than just the words. It’s thoughts, ideas, stories—introducing your 
mind to a new world that can sometimes change your life forever. If you like to read 
or write, or to create and imagine, then The Reykjavik International Literary Festival 
may be worth checking out. Fifteen international authors and ten Icelandic ones 
will be at the festival, which is being held this year in memory of the late author and 
festival founder Thor Vilhjálmsson. 
 The theme this year is ‘The Sagas as modern epic’. If you want to know about 
the medieval literary heritage of Iceland seen in contemporary literature, go to the 
international conference about the Sagas of the Icelanders on September 10. There 
will be readings at The Nordic House during the day and at Iðnó theatre in the 
evenings. Get the program and more info on www.bokmenntahatid.is

A R T
Galleries & museums in august & september

Wed 7
15:00 Opening at The Nordic House
17:00 Photographic Exhibition by De-

nise Epstein / Irene Nemirovsky 
at City Library

20:00 Reading at Iðnó Theatre with 
Ragna Sigurðardóttir, Hall-
grímur Helgason, Alberto 
Blanco, Kristof Magnusson, Sara 
Stridsberg

Thu 8
09:00-11.30 Publishers Seminar at the 

Nordic House
12:00-14.30 Interviews at the Nordic 

House
20:00 Reading at Iðnó Theatre with 

Petur Gunnarsson, Kristín Svava 
Tómasdóttir, Ingo Schulze, Vikas 
Swarup, Matt Haig & Anna 
Politkovskaja

Fri 9
20:00 Reading at Iðnó Theatre with 

Bergsveinn Birgisson, Bjarni 
Bjarnason, Herta Müller, Karl 
Ove Knausgaard, Denise Epstein

Sat 10
09:00-12:00 Seminar on ‘The Sagas of 

Icelanders’ at the Nordic House
12.30-15:00: Interviews at the Nordic 

House
15.30-17:00 Reading at the Nordic 

House with Kristín Marja Bal-
dursdóttir, Steve Sem Sandberg, 
Ísak Harðarson, Horacio Castel-
lanos Moya

22:00 Band Geirfuglarnir plays at Iðnó 
Theatre

Sun 11
13:00-15.30: Interviews at the Nordic 

House
20:00 Reading at Iðnó Theatre with 

Eiríkur Örn Norðdahl, Oddný Eir 
Ævarsdóttir, Nawal El Saadawi, 
Pia Tafdrup, Paolo Giordano

7
Sep

11
Sep

In this new and fascinating book photographer  
Vilhelm Gunnarsson takes us on a unique journey. 

From the vast highlands to the lush lowlands, these 
are truly the Top Ten Places in Iceland.

Top 10
    in Iceland

www.salka.is

Vegetarian

Fish

Deserts

Cream of lobster soup 
Garlic roasted lobster

Lobster & escargot “ragout”
Mushrooms, garlic

Whale “sashimi” dip sauce
Mushrooms, herbs, ginger, red beets 

Lobster “maki”
Avocado, mango, cucumber, chilli mayo

Lobster salad
Rucola, pumpkin seeds, fruit chutney

Veggie steak 
Red beets, potatoes, parsnip

Catch of the day 
Please ask your waiter

Lobster grill
200 gr. lobster, horseradish, 
salad

Chocolate “2 ways”
White and dark chocolade, fruits

“Lazy-daisy”
 Coconut, yoghurt 

Lunch
Humarhúsið

the 
lobster 
house
R E S T A U R A N T

Located in Central Reykjavik 
Amtmannsstíg 1  · 101 Reykjavík  ·  Tel: 561 3303 

 humarhusid@humarhusid.is
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ART67
Laugavegur 67 |  F7
Mon - Fri 12 - 18 / Sat
12 - 16

Artótek
Tryggvagata 15  |  D4
Mon 10–21, Tue–Thu 10–19, Fri 
11–19, Sat and Sun 13–17
www.sim.is/Index/Islenska/Artotek

ASÍ Art Museum
Freyugata 41  |  G6
Tue–Sun 13–17

Árbæjarsafn
Kistuhylur 4

The Culture House
Hverfisgata 15  |  E5
Open daily 11–17
www.thjodmenning.is

Dwarf Gallery
Grundarstígur 21 |  F4
Opening Hours: Fri and Sat 18–20
www.this.is/birta/dwarfgallery

The Einar Jónsson  
Eiriksgata  |  G5
Tue–Sun 14–17
www.skulptur.is

Gallery Ágúst
Baldursgata 12  |  G4
Wed–Sat 12–17
www.galleriagust.is

Gallery Fold
Rauðarástígur 14-16  |  G8
Mon–Fri 10–18 / Sat 11–16 / Sun 
14–16
www.myndlist.is

 
Gallery Kaolin 
Ingólfsstræti 8  | F4

Gallery Kling & Bang
Hverfisgata 42  |  E5
Thurs–Sun from 14–18
this.is/klingogbang/ 

Gerðuberg Cultural Centre
Gerðuberg 3-5
Mon–Thu 11–17 / Wed 11–21 / Thu–
Fri 11–17 / Sat–Sun 13–16
www.gerduberg.is

Hitt Húsið 
 – Gallery Tukt
Pósthússtræti 3-5  |  E4
www.hitthusid.is

i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16  |  D3
Tue–Fri 11–17 / Sat 13–17 and by 
appointment. www.i8.is

Living Art Museum
Skúlagata 28 |  D6
Wed, Fri–Sun 13–17 / Thu 13–22. 
www.nylo.is

Hafnarborg
Strandgötu 34,  
Hafnarfjörður 

Mokka Kaffi
Skólavörðustíg 3A |  E5

The National Gallery of Iceland
Fríkirkjuvegur 7  |  F4
Tue–Sun 11–17
www.listasafn.is

The National 
Museum
Suðurgata 41  |  G2
Open daily 10–17
natmus.is

 
The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5  
Tue–Sun 12–17
www.nordice.is/

Nútimalist Galleria
Skólavörðustígur 3a | E5
Restaurant Reykjavík
Vesturgata 2 |  D3

Reykjavík 871+/-2
Aðalstræti 17  |  D3
Open daily 10–17

Reykjavík Art Gallery
Skúlagata 28  |  D6
Tuesday through Sunday 14–18

Reykjavík Art Museum
Open daily 10–16 
www.listasafnreykjavikur.is
Ásmundur Sveinsson Sculpture 
Museum Sigtún
Hafnarhús Tryggvagata 17  |  D3
Kjarvalsstaðir Flókagata  |  I7

Reykjavík Maritime Museum
Grandagarður 8  |  B2

Reykjavík Museum of  
Photography
Tryggvagata 16  |  D3
Weekdays 12–19 / Sat–Sun 13–17 - 
www.ljosmyndasafnreykjavikur.is 

Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum
Laugarnestangi 70

 
SÍM, The Association of Icelan-
dic Artists
Mon-Fri 10-16
Hafnarstræti 16 | D4

 Spark, Design Space
Klapparstíg 33 |  F5
www.sparkdesignspace.com

Art | Venue finder

Biodiversity And Conservation Are Important!
Vandana Shiva is here to tell us why…
Lecture on August 29, 17:00; film screenings on August 27 – 28, 20:00 

Háskólabíó / Bíó Paradís

Lecture is free.

World-renowned academic, feminist, author and philosopher Vandana Shiva will 
be at Háskólabíó on Monday, August 29, to give a lecture on the importance of 
biodiversity and conservation.  
 “Over the past three decades I have tried to be the change I want to see,” Van-
dana writes on the Navdanya website. “When I found that dominant science and 
technology served the interests of powerful, I left academics to found the Research 
Foundation for Science, Technology and Ecology, a participatory, public interest 
research organisation. When I found global corporations wanted to patent seeds, 
crops or life forms, I started Navdanya to protect biodiversity, defend farmers' rights 
and promote organic farming.”
 To date Navdanya, which means “nine seeds,” has worked to create 54 com-
munity seed banks and has trained some 500.000 farmers in food sovereignty and 
sustainable farming. Its claim to fame also includes creating the “largest direct 
marketing, fair trade organic network in the country.”
 To get ready for her inspiring lecture, be sure to go to Bíó Paradís to watch the 
films ‘Life Running Out Of Control’ and ‘Scientists Under Attack’, screened respec-
tively on Saturday and Sunday at 20:00. 

A R T
Galleries & museums in august & september

 Passion, art and politics in the lives of 
these Mexican artists

 Runs until September 4
 Stone – scissors - paper and the 

keys to heaven
 An exhibition in the Collectors’ Corner
 Runs until June 22, 2012 
 Gagn og gaman
 Exhibition of works produced by children 

who took part in 'Gagn og gaman' craft 
and courses in the period 1988-2004

 Runs until August 28
 Video Rental
  An exhibition of paintings by girls from 

the Art Group of the Tían social centre, 
inspired by films of various types  - hor-
ror movies, science fiction and Disney 
classics.

 Runs until August 31
Hönnunarsafn – Museum of Design 
 Our Objects - from the Museum's 

Collection
 Objects acquired by the museum since 

its opening in 1998 will be put on display 
in the exhibition area. Objects include 
Icelandic and foreign furniture, graphic 
design, textiles, ceramics, and glass, to 
name a few 

 Runs until October 16
i8
 Robert Mapplethorpe
 The gallery displays its first exhibition of 

works by this photographer
 Runs until September 10
 Endless Longing, Eternal Return
 Ragnar Kjartansson's work pushes 

himself and his audience to physical and 
psychological limits, suspending them 
in an ambivalent state of happiness and 
mourning, beauty and horror, humour 
and drama.

 Runs until October 16 
Kling & Bang
 Ripples (Gárur)
 Exhibition by visual artists Anna Hallin & 

Olga Bergmann
 Runs until September 18 
Knitting Iceland
 Come and knit at Laugavegur 25, 3rd 

floor, every Thursday, 14:00 - 18:00
 On permanent view

27
Aug

29
Aug

Listasalur, Mosfellsbæjar
 Hugsteypan: Relations, coding and 

system development
 The exhibition shows three separate in-

stallations by the artist duo Ingunn Fjóla 
Ingþórsdóttir and þórdís Jóhannesdóttir 
Runs until September 3

The Living Art Museum
 Literacy
 Exhibition of works from the collection
 Runs until September 11
 

L51 Artcenter
 Impressions of Iceland
 Paintings by Konstantinos Zaponidis in-

spired by the unique colors and original 
nature of this fascinating country.

 Runs until August 31
Mokka Kaffi
 Duttlungar
 The exhibition consists of portraits by 

Þrándur Þrándar Þórarinssonar
 Runs until September 22

Suðurgata 41 · 101 Reykjavík · Tel. +354 530-2200 · www.natmus.is

The country’s largest 

museum of cultural 

history featuring a 

permanent exhibition on 

Iceland’s extraordinary 

history from settlement 

to present day. 

Opening hours: 

Summer

(May 1st – September 15th) 
Daily 10–17 

Winter

(September 16th – April 30th) 
Daily except Mondays 11–17 

National Museum of Iceland



A R T
in august & september

National Gallery of Iceland
 Femme - Louise Bourgeois
 28 works by Louise Bourgeois, principal-

ly installations or “cells” and sculptures, 
but also paintings, drawings and textiles

 Runs until September 11
 Kjarval, from the collection of Jón 

Þorsteinsson and Eyrún Guðmundsdóttir
 Exhibition of cubist paintings by 

Jóhannes S. Kjarval
 Runs until September 11
 Strides
 Changes in Icelandic painting from the 

late 1800s to the 2000s
 Runs until December 31, 2012
The National Museum
 The Making of a Nation - Heritage 

and History in Iceland
 This exhibition is intended to provide 

insight into the history of the Icelandic 
nation from the Settlement to the pres-
ent day.

 On permanent view
 BE YE WELCOME,  MY GOOD 

FRIENDS!
 Collection of carved Nordic drinking 

horns
 Runs until December 31
 Carved Coffers 
 From the collection of the National 

Museum
 Runs until August 31
 Make Do and Mend
 Repaired objects from the collection of 

the National Museum
 Runs until September 1
 Ásfjall
 Collection of Pétur Thomsen's photo-

graphs
 Runs until October 2
 Kurt Dejmo exhibition
 Collection of Kurt Dejmo's photographs
 Runs until October 2
The Nordic House
 The Library
 The collection centres on new Nordic 

literature, both fiction and non-fiction. 
The library lends out novels, academic 
publications, audio books and more

 On permanent view
 Rimantas Dichavicius
 An exhibition by photographer Rimantas 

Dichavicius is set up on the occasion of 
the visit of the President of Lithuania

 Runs until August 27
Reykjavík Art Museum
Ásmundarsafn
 From Sketch to Sculpture - Drawings 

by Ásmundur Sveinsson
 Runs until April 22, 2012
 Magnús Árnason - Homage 
 Runs until April 22, 2012
Hafnarhús
 Erró – Assemblage
 These works are composed of ready-

made objects and waste from industrial 
and bourgeois society. 

 Runs until August 28
  Perspectives - On the Borders of Art 

and Philosophy
 Comprehensive exhibit that represents 

the breadth and diversity of styles and 
artistic media pursued in Iceland today

 Runs until September 4
Kjarvalsstaðir
 Jóhannes S. Kjarval - Key Works
 Runs until January 15, 2012
Reykjavík City Library
 Karolina Boguslawska
 Exhibition of lomography photos
 Runs until 31 August 
Reykjavík City Museum
 Reykjavik 871 +/- 2 (The Settlement 

Exhibition)

 Archaeological findings from ruins of 
one of the first houses in Iceland and 
other excavations in the city centre

 On permanent view
Reykjavík Maritime Museum
 From Poverty to Abundance
 Photos documenting Icelandic fishermen 

at the turn of the 20th century
 On permanent view
 The History of Sailing
 Iceland's maritime history and the 

growth of the Reykjavík Harbour
 On permanent view
 The Coast Guard Vessel Óðinn
 Display of vessel that took part in all 

three Cod Wars
 On permanent view
 Baiting Bright Fishhookes
 Exhibition about the Little Fishing 

Book by Jón Sigurðsson, containing 
guidelines to fishing equipment and 
processing.

 Runs until December 31
 The Herring Adventure
 This exhibition explores the adventur-

ous herring era, using the photographs 
of Haukur Helgason from 1953-57, the 
short film of Sigurður Guðmundsson 
from 1941 and various object related to 
the herring fishing.

 Runs until September 18
 The Call of Sagas
 A exhibition from Finland about a 

adventurous voyage in an open boat 
from Finland to Iceland, honoring the old 
viking shipping routes. 

 The Watercolours of Ólafur Thorla-
cius

 Ólafur Þór worked with the Icelandic 
Coast Guard for many years as a 
mapmaker. He is now retired and paints 
beautiful watercolors in his free time.

Reykjavík Museum of Photography
 The Photographs of Leifur Þorsteins-

son
 Exhibition of the work of Icelandic pho-

tographer Leifur Þorsteinsson
 Runs until August 28
 Reykjavík Citizens - Photos from a 

working man
 Karl Christian Nielsen ś exhibition 

depicts photos of everyday life between 
1916 and 1950

 Runs until August 28
Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum
 Sigurjón Ólafsson's Pillars & "Ice-

lander"
 The pillar in its various forms is one of 

the leitmotifs of the work of sculptor Sig-
urjón Ólafsson, from his first indepen-
dent work in Copenhagen in the 1930s 
to his final works of 1982.

 Runs until August 28
Spark Design Space
 Thread
 Spark presents two generations of jewel-

lery makers
 Runs until September 1
Tjarnargata 40
 Persona
 Exhibition by Hulda Hlín and Katrín 

Þorvaldsdóttir
 Runs until August 28
Tjarnarbíó
 School of Transformation
 August 24
 This five-hour long entertainment leads 

the audience through a unique process 
of getting the essence of theatrical 
experience and education

 Runs until September 1

7. – 11. september 2011 í Norræna húsinu og Iðnó

Karl Ove Knausgård | Sara Stridsberg | Steve Sem-Sandberg | Kristof Magnusson 
Ingo Schulze | Matt Haig | Denise Epstein | Paolo Giordano | Horacio Castellanos 
Moya | Herta Müller | Nawal El Saadawi | Pia Tafdrup | Vikas Swarup | Alberto Blanco 

Anna Politkovskaja (1958-2006) | Kristín Svava Tómasdóttir | Ísak Harðar son | Berg-
sveinn Birgisson | Hallgrímur Helgason | Eiríkur Örn Norðdahl | Oddný Eir | Ragna 
Sigurðardóttir | Kristín Marja Baldursdóttir | Pétur Gunnarsson | Bjarni Bjarnason
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The Viking Tavern In Reykjavík
restaurant & bar

VÍKINGAKRÁIN - HAFNARSTRÆTI - TEL+ 354 861 7712                                WWW.VIKINGAKRAIN.IS

Let’s talk Iceland
The history of Iceland 
in one funny hour

shown every day at 8pm

Viking market
Handmade Icelandic 
design for sale outside

open when the weather allows



LÓKAL – International Theatre Festival In Reykjavík
From September 1 to 4

Various venues around town

Single ticket, 3.200 ISK. Students, 2.900 ISK. Seven shows pass, 15.000 ISK

More info and schedule on www.lokal.is

A R T
in august & september

SEPTEMBER 1
Academy of the Arts @ 17:00: Grande
Tjarnarbíó @ 20:00: School of trans-
formation
SEPTEMBER 2
The North Pole @ 18:00: Programme 
about Lightnings
National Theatre @ 20:00: Be My 
Guest
The North Pole @ 20:00 Eyvind of the 
Mountains
Tjarnarbíó @ 21:00: Phobophilia
Idnó @ 21:30: Now Núna
Tjarnarbíó @ 23:00: Phobophilia
SEPTEMBER 3
City Theatre @ 15:00: Entertainment 
Island
Tjarnarbíó @ 18:30: Phobophilia
Tjarnarbíó @ 19:00: The Island
The Opera @ 20:00: The Eternal Smile
National Theatre @ 21:30: Be My 
Guest
Tjarnarbíó @ 22:30: Phobophilia
SEPTEMBER 4
Tjarnarbíó @ 11:00: Symposium
Tjarnarbíó @ 13:00: Symposium
The Culture House @ 14:00: Soil in 
the Soul
Tjarnarbíó @ 15:00: Phobophilia
The Opera @ 16:00: The Eternal Smile
Tjarnarbíó @ 17:30: Phobophilia
Tjarnarbíó @ 18:30: The Island
The North Pole @ 20:00 Eyvind of the 
Mountains

The independent theatre festival Lókal, 
which aims to introduce Icelandic 
theatre and cutting edge theatre from 
other parts of the world to the local 
crowd, has returned to Reykjavík once 
again. Several amateur acts and under-
ground theatre companies will also take 
part in the festivities. This time, they 
come from Oslo, Helsinki and Montréal 
to perform at this cultural event.
 It is not to be missed, goddamn it! 
 In its fourth year, Lókal has already 
gained attention for its ambitious 
programming from other international 
festivals. In fact, each time that Lókal 
has been staged in the past, a show 
from the festival has been picked up to 
go on the European festival circuit. 

Some must-see plays:
Eyvind of the Mountains, based on 
a popular folktale of a wealthy young 
woman who gives up everything to join 
her outlaw lover, a sheep thief, in the 
highlands.
The North Pole.  September 2 & 4 at 
20:00.
Phobophilia, a surrealist examination 
of fear, pleasure, voyeurism and the 
visual archive of war. Tjarnarbíó. Sep-
tember 2 at 21:00 and 23:00. September 
3 at 18:30 and 22:30. September 4 at 
15:00 and 17:30.
Entertainment Island moves from 
scrutinising the entertainment industry 
through local and to private entertain-
ment. City Theatre. September 3 at 
15:00.
The Eternal Smile, a story about a 
large group of dead people questioning 
the meaning of their being. The Opera. 
September 3 at 20:00. September 4 at 
16:00.
Be My Guest is a dissection of ‘the 
party animal’, revealing its vulnerability, 

loneliness and hunger. National The-
atre. September 2 at 20:30. September 
3 at 21:30.
The Island intends to traverse con-
tinents and connect Icelanders with 
people of Icelandic origin in opposite 
corners of the world. Tjarnarbíó. Sep-
tember 3 at 19:00. September 4 at 18:30. 

The Importance Of Design
August 26

Harpa Concert Hall and Conference Centre

Free.

Society is evolving rapidly and design is increasingly important, not only personally 
but also in business. Last year, Apple Inc. was considered the world's most valuable 
company as symbol for the importance of a holistic approach to design. Given this 
increasingly important concern, ‘New Passage’, a conference on the creation of 
a Design Policy for Iceland, will take place at Harpa. Icelandic and international 
speakers will discuss the value and importance of design in its broadest sense and 
the impact that it has on the economy, environment and society. 
 “Many nations today consider the creative industries to be a key component in 
creating jobs and increasing nation’s competitive edge, especially where qual-
ity and a holistic approach are fast-growing factors,” the organisers explain. “The 
idea, which still lingers around, that design is limited to form and appearance, is 
obsolete. There is plenty of space for expansion.” 
 Go check it out, it’s in English!

Noodle soup with chicken IKR 930 
IKR 930 Noodle soup with beef 

Home of the best noodle soup! 

Skólavörðustígur 21A

Elding Whale Watching

Take part in an adventure at sea with an unforgettable 
trip into the world of whales and sea birds. 

Free entry to the 
Whale Watching Centre

Take part in a truly authentic experience with fantastic fish, fresh air and lots of fun.

elding.is

Call us +354 555 3565
or visit www.elding.is
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from Reykjavik 
          all year round

Tour Operator

Authorised by
Icelandic Tourist Board

Environmental Award
Icelandic Tourist Board

Make sureit’s Elding!

* From 15 June to 15 August.

Elding Whale 
Watching 
schedule 

– all year round

Jan-Mar Apr  May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct-Dec
  9:00 9:00 9:00 9:00 9:00 9:00 
    10:00* 10:00 10:00*  
 13:00 13:00 13:00 13:00 13:00 13:00 13:00 13:00
    14:00* 14:00 14:00*  
    17:00 17:00 17:00  
    20:30* 20:30 20:30*  

EL-01 / EL-02 / EL-03

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun
 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00
     17:00* 17:00*  

EL-04 from 1 May to 30 September

*From 1 June to 31 August 

Elding Sea 
Angling 

schedule 
(3-3,5 hours)



F D
For your mind, body and soul

3 Frakkar 
Baldursgata 14  |  G5

Aktu Taktu 
Skúlugata 15  |  E7  
Alibaba 
Veltusund 3b  |  D3 

American Style 
Tryggvagata 26  |  D4  
Argentína Steakhouse 
Barónstígur  |  F7  
Austurlanda-
hraðlestin 
Hverfisgata 64A  |  F7  
Á Næstu Grösum 
Laugavegur 20B  |  F5  
B5 
Bankastræti 5  |  E4 

Bakkus 
Tryggvagata 22  |  D3  
Ban Thai  
Laugavegur 130  |  G8   
Babalú 
Skólavörðustígur 22A  
|  F5  
Bæjarins Beztu 
Tryggvagata  |  D4

Íslenski Barinn 
Pósthússtræti 9  |  E4  
Bar Ellefu
Hverfisgata 18  |  E5  
Café d'Haiti 
Tryggvagata 12  |  D4  
Café Loki 
Lokastígur 28  |  G6  
Café Paris 
Austurstræti 14  |  E4 

Café Roma 
Rauðarárstígur 8  |  G8  
Deli
Bankastræti 14  |  E5  
Domo 
Þingholtsstræti 5  |  E4  
Einar Ben  
Veltusundi   |  D3  
Eldsmiðjan 
Bragagata 38A  |  G5  
Fiskmarkaðurinn 
Aðalstræti 12  |  E3

Geysir Bar/Bistro 
Aðalstræti 2  |  D3 

Garðurinn 
Klappastigur 37  |  F5  

Gata 
Laugavegur 3  |  E5  
Glætan book café
Laugavegur 19  |  E5

Grái Kötturinn 
Hverfisgata 16A  |  E5 

Grillhúsið 
Tryggvagata 20  |  D3  
Habibi 
Hafnarstræti 20  |  D4  
Hamborgarabúlla 
Tómasar (“Bullan”) 
Geirsgata 1  |  C3  
Hlölla Bátar 
Ingólfstorg  |  D3  
Hornið 
Hafnarstræti 15  |  D4  
Hótel Holt 
Bergstaðarstræti 37  
|  G5  
Humarhúsið 
Amtmannstígur 1  |  E4  
Hressó 
Austurstræti 20  |  E4  
Icelandic Fish & Chips 
Tryggvagata 8  |  D3  

Indian Mango
Frakkastígur 12  |  F6

Jómfrúin 
Lækjargata 4  |  E4 

Fjallkonubakaríið
Laugavegur 21  |  F5 

Kaffifélagið 
Skólavörðustígur 10  
|  E5  
Kaffitár 
Bankastræti 8  |  E5  
Kaffivagninn 
Grandagarður 10  |  B2  
Kofi Tómasar Frænda 
Laugavegur 2  |  E5  
Kornið 
Lækjargata 4  |  E4  
Krua Thai 
Tryggvagata 14  |  D3  
La Primavera 
Austurstræti 9  |  E4 

Mokka 
Skólavörðustígur 3A  
|  E5   
Nonnabiti 
Hafnarstræti 9  |  D4  

O Sushi 
Lækjargata 2A  |  E4  
Pisa 
Lækjargötu 6b  |  E4 

Pizza King 
Hafnarstræti 18  |  D4  
Express Pizza
Vallarstræti 4  |  E4  
Gamla Smiðjan  
Lækjargötu 8  |  E4  
Prikið 
Bankastræti 12  |  E5  
Ráðhúskaffi  |  E3 
Tjarnargata 11  
Santa Maria 
Laugavegur 22A,  |  F6  
Serrano 
Hringbraut 12  |  I5  
Shalimar 
Austurstræti 4  |  E3 

Silfur 
Pósthússtræti 11  |  E4 

Sjávarkjallarinn 
Aðalstræti 2  |  D3  
Sólon 
Bankastræti 7a  |  E5
 

Sushibarinn 
Laugavegur 2  |  E5 

Sushismiðjan 
Geirsgötu 3  |  C3  
Svarta Kaffi 
Laugavegur 54  |  F7  
Sægreifinn 
Verbúð 8, Geirsgata  
|  C3  
Tapas 
Vesturgata 3B  |  D3 

Thorvaldsen 
Austurstræti 8  |  E4 

Tíu Dropar 
Laugavegur 27  |  F5  
UNO 
Hafnarstræti 1-3  | D3  
Vegamót 
Vegamótastígur 4  |  F5  
Við Tjörnina 
Templarasund 3  |  E4  
Vitabar 
Bergþórugata 21  |  G7 

Food & Drink | Venue finder

The owners of Kex would have me know 
that they consider it a tavern, not a 
gastro-pub. I would have you know that 
Kex most definitely is a London gastro-
pub by way of Brooklyn (with a hostel 
slapped on top for good measure). I 
would also have you know that it has 
become one of my favourite places in 
Reykjavík.
 Not that I set out with the best inten-
tions. On my first visit I was so full of 
preconceived notions that I barely found 
room for the meal. But what would you 
think? A place partially owned by former 
premier leaguers and stories floating 
around about the hundreds of millions 
of krónur that have been sunk into re-
modelling this disused cracker factory. 
It sounded like another surgical nou-
veau-riche catastrophe in the making, 
and I said as much to a friend who was 
physically dragging me up Hverfisgata 
to their frankly ludicrously out-of-the 
way location (how dare they make me 
walk!). Which is why it was a pleasure 
to find that they had three quality local 
microbrews on tap, coming in handy as 
they did when five minutes in I had to 
eat my words.
 The aforementioned combination of 

a casually meticulously chic gastro-pub 
and a backpacker’s hostel is either mad 
genius or simply mad come the torpid 
winter tourist season. Supposedly the 
designers toured the mid-west of the US 
with a U-Haul stacking up on sundries 
from the prohibition era, resulting in a 
blend of traditional Icelandic antiques 
and hip Americana, with ludicrous de-
tails such as working vintage speakers 
in the men’s bathroom playing what 
sounded like books on tape played 
from a phonograph. I didn’t get much 
of a chance to look at the hostel part of 
the building, but from what little I saw 
it looked miles better than any hostel I 
remember from my Interrail days, and 
the young couple I spoke with seemed 
to like it.
 So a large part of what I like about 
the place is the design and general am-
biance. The design focus might bring to 
mind a room filled with the young and 
terminally hip but no place this size 
can survive on that clientele alone in a 
place as small as Iceland, so what you 
end up with is a comfortably mixed bag 
of people. And everything works: the 
chairs are comfortable and the beer isn’t 
served in teacups (an example of taking 
the speakeasy recreation too far).
 Friðrik Valur Karlsson, of Friðrik V 
fame, helms the menu at Kex and main-
tains a monthly rotation of ambitious 
bar food to full meals. The Brooklyn 
gastro-pub atmosphere carries through 
in things like biergarten sausages and 
artisan sliders, but local fish also fea-
tures prominently. The selection of 
drafts was better than the usual miser-
able state of affairs in Icelandic bar cul-
ture, three microbrews on tap may not 
seem like much to a seasoned beer geek, 
but for an Icelander that’s worth a small 
prayer. We ordered the fruity wheat beer 

Kex Special, and aside from a misjudged 
foray into Organic Pils (which tasted like 
a barn), we stuck with it for the rest of 
the night.
 We ordered the Kex platter, which 
consisted of deep-fried potato skins and 
sour cream, olives in a lemon brine, sa-
lami and prosciutto. A very decent an-
tipasto, although the deep-fried potato 
skins was a little greasy for a starter.
 We followed this with monkfish 
special and a steak. Both came stripped 
down to the essentials. A rare steak 
served on a bed of roasted carrots, on-
ions and red bell peppers, medium qual-
ity beef but perfectly cooked with some 
kind of beurre blanc glaze that didn’t get 
in the way. The monkfish was similarly 
Spartan, but suffered slightly from too 
much butter sauce. Monkfish can get up 
the stairs on its own. 
 Clinched it with a Jack Daniels 
chocolate mousse, served with a dol-
lop of blueberry jam and, interestingly 
enough, a couple of slivers of bell pep-
pers (no doubt left over from the steak). 
The texture of the mousse was good, but 
could have used darker chocolate and 
I’m surprised to say that the peppers 
worked.
 I have also heard good things about 
the breakfast buffet and the lunch lamb 
stew, but people seem a little undecided 
about Kex’s merits as a weekend bar. 
The food is good, if not breath-taking, 
some hit and miss between months, 
but anyway it’s the atmosphere that will 
keep me coming back. 

THE BEST THING SINCE SLICED CRACKERS

there are a lot of positive 
          reviews about..

also....     

the best thai food
year 2009, 2010 and 2011

      authentic thai crusine 
served in elegant surroundings
 with spicy, very delicious and
           reasonable prices.
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tel : 55-22-444, 692-0564

www.banthai.name

TOP TEN    for....
The Best Restaurant in Iceland 

D V.     17.06.11

A genuine Nordic 3 course feast
                    starting from 4.900,-

Pósthússtræti 11   101 Reykjavík   Tel: 578 2008   www.silfur.is

   RAGNAR EGILSSON 
  JULIA STAPLES

Gamla góða

What We Think: Score!
Flavour: A meaty, mouth-filling 
flavour free of culinary melisma
Ambiance: Young and hang-
around-y
Service: Effervescent and other 
big words

Kex
Skúlagata 28, 101 Reykjavík



R E V I E W S

Iceland’s 
Restaurant of the year 
2009 & 2010 
by the Nordic Prize

 Nordic House  Sturlugata 5  101 Reykjavik  tel. +354 552 1522   www.dillrestaurant.is  
Open for lunch every day from 11.30 and for dinner wednesday to sunday from 19.00.

Whales are being killed to feed tourists
Don’t let your visit leave a bad taste in your mouth

2 X HOME DELIVERY

1  ÁVAXTABÍLLINN
It’s the fruit-mobile! Let’s be honest, 
sometimes (all the time) the fruit selection 
at Bónus leaves much to be desired, and 
hauling your cookies out of 101 is way too 
much work. Luckily Ávaxtabíllinn brings 
the healthy produce to you. Thanks, 
Ávaxtabíllinn! www.avaxtabillinn.is.

 

2  SHALIMAR
Ever have a hankering for Indian and 
Pakistani cuisine but just can’t bring yourself 
to put on shoes. We’ve all been there. For 
1000 ISK, you can have said eastern cuisine 
brought to your doorstep. The food is 
delicious, no matter where you eat it. 
www.shalimar.is.

EAT AND DRINK: 

  EAT AND DRINK: 

3 X KIOSKS

1  RÍKIÐ
This isn’t a cramped “just the basics” 
kiosk. Ríkið is spacious and stocks a wide 
selection of household goods, movies and 
food, including a large counter for ordering 
burgers, hotdogs and the like. Snorrabraut 
56

2  DREKINN
The selection, like this kiosk, is small, but it 
still manages to have the bare necessities to 
suit your needs – especially your snacking 
needs. Rumour had it that Drekinn stocks 
Reese's Peanut Butter Cups, though I’ve yet 
to find them there. Njálsgata 23

3  SÖLUTURNINN GRUNDARSTÍG
This Grundarstígur mainstay once sold the 
cheapest cigarettes in town. Cigarette prices 
have been raised in recent months, but the 
pleasant memory remains. Plus this little shop 
makes a pretty good hotdog and has a wide 
selection of candy. Grundarstígur 12 

3 X ICELANDIC HOME 
COOKING

1  POTTURINN OG PANNAN
Good’ ole Icelandic home cooking, and 
as much of it as you can stomach during 
lunchtime hours. What makes Potturinn 
og Pannan special is that it manages to not 
feel like a cafeteria, as some buffets can. 
Brautarholt 22

2  FLJÓTT OG GOTT
Okay, so it’s the restaurant in BSÍ, but it’s 
still Icelandic home cooked meals without 
the frills or embellishments of modern 
restaurants. This cafeteria restaurant offers 
up the staples of Icelandic home cooking; 
plokkfiskur, meatballs, breaded fish, potatoes. 
Good simple food. Vatnsmýrarvegur 10

3  MÚLAKAFFI
Their restaurant menu is set by the day and 
offers the likes of plokkfiskur, hangikjöt tarts, 
lamb chops and soups. Plus, if you’re looking 
to have some quality home cooked Icelandic 
fare at your next event, Múlakaffi caters! 
Apparently this place has been around since 
before street numbers existed. Hallarmúli

3 X PIZZA

1  GAMLA SMIÐJAN
So some former Eldsmiðjan employees 
took over the space formerly occupied 
by Pizzaverksmiðjan and ended up with 
something pretty awesome. Gamla smiðjan 
has been turning out some consistently 
remarkable pizza since it opened a few 
months ago. Try it. Lækjargata 8

2  SAFFRAN
Pizza with no white flour and a lot less guilt. 
This healthy joint in the suburbs has a good 
offering of pizzas among their other health 
conscious choices. The chicken pizza, with 
spinach, pine nuts and mushrooms is pretty 
darn good. Álfheimar 74

3  DEVITOS PIZZA
Devitos serves up a classic greasy slice, 
perfect for a quick bite of a post-bar binge. 
Plus, they claim to have the cheapest 
margarita pizza in town. Laugavegur 126

EAT AND DRINK: 

Durum is a lunch place. It’s more than 
a hole-in-a-wall, but not by much. It’s 
clean and white, with some plants 
strewn around the place. Some of them 
herbs, some there for decoration. It’s 
modern, but not too modern. It’s some-
what geared at young people, but all 
kinds come there for lunch. There are 
seats indoors and there are seats out-
doors, but most people take their food 
elsewhere. They have Middle Eastern 
cuisine as the name implies, but they 
also carry paninis, smoothies and soups 
of the day. It’s the type of urban lunch 
place you’d find tucked away downtown-
but-not-quite of any middling-to-major 
city. It’s definitely tourist-friendly, but 
it’s not a tourist place as such. The staff 
are not as jaded as at a chain restaurant, 
but they’re not invested in the place ei-

ther. They’re vegetarian-friendly, but 
vegetarians could do better. 
 The meal arrived quickly, but not so 
quickly as to worry the customer. The 
first time around I had their döner ke-
bab, which was actually quite good and 
probably what I will order there from 
now on. The second time I had the 
chickpea veggie stew with coconut milk, 
which tasted about as interesting as it 
sounds but is probably good enough for 
a vegetarian on a thirty-minute lunch 
break I suppose.
 What I’m getting at is that it’s not the 
kind of place there’s much to say about. 
And in this case I don’t think that’s such 
a bad thing, even. The chimerical menu 
means a loss of focus and uneven re-
sults. I had some sandwich there a while 
back that I didn’t feel like finishing, but 
I can’t remember what it was. But I 
didn’t mind as it freed up more space on 
the table to spread out the newspaper.
 The name is a little misleading I 
guess—as it gives the impression it’s 
a North-African place. But it’s a defi-
nite improvement over the old name: 
“MMMM”, about which the less I say 
the better.
 I don’t mind Durum. May it be 
around for however long it needs to be 
around. 

A CLEAN, WELL-LIGHTED PLACE

   RAGNAR EGILSSON 
  JULIA STAPLES

What We Think: Durum makes 
a pretty good kebab but mostly 
it’s a clean, well-lighted place for 
when that’s all you need
Flavour: North-African-Italian-
Smoothie
Ambiance: The WiFi works well
Service: Distracted but polite

Durum
Laugavegur 42, 101 Reykjavík



www.centerhotels.com | Tel.: 595 8500 | reservations@centerhotels.com

2 FOR 1
ON ALL DRINKS
EVERY DAY 
17:00-19:00
ÞINGHOLTSTRÆTI 3

ÞINGHOLT
BAR


