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YAY!

        our years ago, Eyjafjallajökull spewed ash and media coverage all   
        over Europe. Through a bizarre turn of events, it eventually wound 
up making a lot of people a lot of money. 
It's happening again. And we want in on it this time. Yup, we've been 
preparing. We're printing t-shirts. We're making key chains. We're 
crafting coffee cups and novelty hats. 
C'mon, Bárðarbunga. Grapevine needs a new pair of shoes!  

GREAT SELECTION OF BÁRÐARBUNGA YO-YOS, 
MOUSE MATS, IPHONE + ANDROID COVERS  

F

Get yours at: www.puffinvine.com
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Editorial In Chief | Haukur S. Magnússon

The Reykjavík Grapevine’s First Ever Combination Editorial,  
Album Review And Free Album Download

Here is a short editorial, inspired by the late, 
great Bill Gates and his vision, which continues 
to warm our hearts and our thighs through our 
pockets, via sturdy, glowing Gorilla Glass: 

Here’s to the volcanos. The eruptions. The shak-
ing moneymakers. The ones who remind the 
world that, yes, Iceland exists. While some may 
see them as extremely dangerous and not to be 
trifled with, we see them as providing tremen-
dous opportunities for market expansion, ad-
vanced brand awareness building and vast mer-
chandizing profits. 
 Because the people who are arrogant enough 
to shamelessly exploit potentially catastrophic 
events, are the ones who make bank.

Here is a review of The Pink Street Boys’ cas-
sette-exclusive release, which is called Trash 
From The Boys: 

Trash From The Boys is the best Icelandic album 
I have heard in ages. It might be the best Icelan-
dic album ever made. That might well be. I don’t 
know. 
 Like a 21st century version of a younger, an-
grier, hungrier, dirtier, perverser, more cynical, 
more poisonus, more self-destructiverer version 
of that band Singapore Sling (I really miss Sin-
gapore Sling!), The Pink Street Boys prove the 
perfect and frankly much needed antidote to all 
that hey! business that’s been contaminating our 
music of late.

 This is neither wholesome nor pretty. I haven’t 
been able to discern any lyrics, but I’m fairly cer-
tain they’ll prove kind of dumb and exciting. The 
band themselves don’t come off as particularly 
handsome or smart. I’m not sure they’re great 
at playing their instruments. I love them. I love 
their album.
 They’re just what Reykjavík, nay Iceland, 
needs. 
 Thank you, Pink Street Boys. 
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South Special Inside

On August 16, the Western media spotlight fell on Iceland 
once again. As is usually the case when the outside world 
likes to acknowledge our existence, an eruption was in-
volved. Or was there?  
 That day it became known that there had been a slow 
and steady build-up of unusually strong seismic activity 
at Bárðarbunga, Vatnajökull Glacier’s highest peak. All 
signs indicated that a subglacial volcano was about to 
erupt.
 International headlines ranged from modest 
“Bardarbunga eruption sparks red travel alert,” to the 
slightly more worrying “Eruption May Cause Monumen-
tal Flood,” to the cataclysmic “Icelandic volcano could 
trigger Britain's coldest winter EVER this year.” Airlines 
around the world went on high alert—Air Berlin went so 
far as to cancel a flight to Iceland, lest their plane become 
stranded. Plans changed. On Monday, Icelandic hardcore 
band Icarus’ European tour was promptly cancelled 
by their Swedish booking agency...
 The ground kept shaking and up to a thousand 
earthquakes went off in the area each day, with some 
reaching five on the Richter scale. This indicates that 
the magma underneath is expanding in new direc-
tions, ten kilometres beneath the surface, with an 
estimated millions of cubic metres added to the un-
derground dike daily.
 The area north of Bárðarbunga was evacuated, 

PM Sigmundur Davíð Gunnlausson sat in crisis 
meetings with the meteorological office, academics, 
rescue and civil defence forces, and pretty much ev-
eryone prepared for the worst. The world watched in 
anticipation.
 Midday the following Saturday, scientists from 
the Icelandic Meteorological Office announced that a 
small subglacial eruption had commenced Northeast 
of Bárðarbunga. The aviation code was escalated to 
“red,” and the area a no-fly zone. 
 Another Icelandic volcano had gone off.

Jumping the gun
Later that same afternoon, geophysicist Magnús Tumi 
Guðmundsson announced that earlier reports might 
have been premature—an airplane survey had not re-
vealed an increased melting of the ice, which is one of the 
principal indicators of an active subglacial eruption. The 
earthquakes had been out in force, magma was detected 
underground, and the other signs were all present—still, 
the magma appeared not to have broken through to the 
surface.
 The state of emergency was eventually called off, 
threat levels downgraded from “red” to “orange,” and 
even the click-baitiest of headlines became more sub-
dued. Local farmers, such as Gunnar Björnsson from 

Sandfell in Öxarfjörður, criticised authorities for having 
gone too far with their evacuations, but Magnús Tumi 
maintained that it is always better to err on the side of 
caution where eruptions are concerned.
 After a period of calm, the earthquakes resumed, 
reaching a record high 5.7 on the Richter scale on August 
26. The Icelandic Civil Protection Scientific Advisory 
Board forecast three possible scenarios given the known 
facts:
 “The migration of magma could stop, attended by a 
gradual reduction in seismic activity.”
 “The dike could reach the surface of the crust, start-
ing an eruption. In this scenario, it is most likely that the 
eruption would be near the northern tip of the dike. This 
would most likely produce an effusive lava eruption with 
limited explosive, ash-producing activity.”
 “An alternate scenario would be the dike reaching 
the surface where a significant part, or all, of the fissure 
is beneath the glacier. This would most likely produce a 
flood in Jökulsá á Fjöllum and perhaps explosive, ash-
producing activity.”
 As we sent this issue off to print, increased seismic 
activity in and around Bárðarbunga, as well as the Askja 
caldera, had prompted authorities to call an urgent meet-
ing to assess the situation. 
 There was no eruption.
 Yet.

Schrödinger’s  
Volcano
Words by Tómas Gabríel Benjamin

Special Report
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Dear Grapevine.

I have recently returned from another vis-
it to your beutifull country. I have family 
conections there and visit regularly.
 This time I was there with 9 other 
members of my family and this is the very 
first time I have had unplesant experi-
ances in Iceland.
 It all started at the Blue Lagoon when 
we all arrived for the usual ritual bathe, 
my wife who is 69 and not keen an the ex-
periance decided to sit in the coffee shop 
with a drink as she has done on many oc-
cations to be confronted with a member 
of staff demanding 1550 kronur just to go 
into the cafe. considering the exorbitant 
prices we have to pay to swim in your 
waste water (the prices are hicked up on 
a regular basis far more than the cost of 
living) this was just to much , we had also 
booked into the resteraunt for a meal later 
on. This fact however cut no ice with the 
member of staff so I paid up. AS time went 
on I got more and more angry about this 
rip off and went back to see said member 
of staff and demanded to see a manager, 
this had the efect of a refund of my wifes 
ENTRY fee to the cafe.
 now we have everyone and their 
granny geting in on the LETS RIP OF A 
TOURIST act with special tourist prices 
for cakes and lunches (article about Hof-

nina i Dalvik) and of course the landown-
ers who are trying to fleece more money 
out of the tourists by charging (in some 
cases illegaly) for entry to some of Ice-
lands treasured sighs. 
 There are many more stories like 
these.
 I am lead to understand that the gov-
rnment pays out large sums of money to 
the landowners to manage these sights.
but of course it is easy for them to  con-
stuct a turnsyle and take money of the 
tourist. 800 Kronur I think was the charge 
at Namskarð.
 All I will say is you have the making of 
a great tourist industry so take care that 
you dont "Bite the hand that feeds you" 
 I leave you with this thought.
 Are some of the landowners and  tour-
ist industry the new BANKERS of Ice-
land ready to discredit this country for 
their own greed.

Yours sincerely.
Les Ashton.

PS. Love your Newspaper keep up the 
good work.

Dear Les,

Thanks for writing. Thanks for your kind 
words—we love you too. Very much. 
 And thanks for fostering a sincere and 
dedicated interest in our remote little island, 
its people and its culture for such a long time. 
You mean the world to us. 
 With regards to your letter: boy, what you 
describe sucks. It really, really sucks. 
 You know, we work with a lot of folks in 
the tourism industry, and from years of expe-
rience we can safely say that an overwhelm-
ing majority of them are well-meaning peo-
ple of integrity, folks who would much rather 
suffer a monetary loss than risk treating their 
patrons in a dishonest or disrespectful man-
ner. 
Unfortunately, one always runs risk of en-
countering greedy, narcisstic, solipsitic socio-
path assholes wherever one goes.
 And then, sometimes, mistakes are 
made, or unfair policies are enforced by fail-
ing businesses. 
 While we understand your concern, and 
promise to keep watch and remain vigilant, 
we hope that the experiences you describe 
do not taint the good memories you have al-
ready amassed. 
 Also, next time you’re back, enjoy a cou-
ple of burgers on us, as consolation.

LOVE

Say your piece, voice your 
opinion, send your letters to: 
letters@grapevine.is

    Sour 
    grapes
& stuff
Most Awesome 
Letter of the Issue

YOUR PRIZE FOR THAT MOST AWESOME LETTER OF YOURS IS:
TWO FREE MEALS AT THE ICELANDIC HAMBURGER FACTORY

Dear reader. We love you very much, especially those of you that write us letters all the time. 
In fact we love you so much that we keep trying to reward you somehow for writing us those 
letters. They entertain us, and they keep us informed of what our readers think. That is a 
pretty great deal. Now. Whoever wrote this issue’s MOST AWESOME LETTER gets a prize. 
And it’s a pretty great one. Yes, not one but TWO delicious hamburger-style meals at the 
wondrous ICELANDIC HAMBURGER FACTORY, which is an Icelandic themed restaurant that 
specializes in huuuuuge and mouth-watering burgers to fit every occasion (we recommend 
the lamburger, unless you are a vegetarian. Lamb is not a vegetable). And if you for some 
reason didn’t write this issue’s MOST AWESOME LETTER don’t panic. Their tasty burgers 
aren’t that expensive, and you can always try for a MOST AWESOME letter later. 
Just write us at letters@grapevine.is

 

Dear Editor:  I am visiting your beauti-
ful country and engaged/enlightened 
people by running the half marathon 
last Saturday.  As you may know Can-
ada has welcomed others including the 
country of Newfoundland (1949) joining 
it and even  peoples such as separatists 
from Quebec (a founding province of 
Canada) being the official opposition 
in parliment.  Canada is quite inclusive 
and shares a love of nature and man's 
relationship to nature.  Canadian's in 
general welcome diversity and have 
many former Icelanders as citizens.  
We also have a love of water, winter, 

farming, family, vast expanses and 
the ocean.  Don't just look at Norway.  
Canada could be a bridge to the large 
cultural market of the United States for 
Icelandic music and with a province like 
Iceland - a stepping stone to European 
trade that is mutually profitable.
 
Canada eh?  Norway on steriods.
 
John Willson

Dear John,

Thanks for reading. And thanks for writ-
ing. 

You are right! Canada is amazing! And 
guess what, we’ve employed like eighteen 
journalists from Canada. Or at least two. 
And they were both wonderful, and we 
miss them all the time. 

Oh, Canada. Sweet Canada. 



BE
WARM
BE
WELL

REYKJAVÍK » Þingholtsstræti 2-4 » Tel: +354 555 7411
REYKJAVÍK » Fákafen 9 » Tel: +354 555 7412
AKUREYRI » Hafnarstræti 106 » Tel: +354 460 7450
VÍK Í MÝRDAL » Austurvegur 20 » Tel: +354 555 7415

ICEWEAR
SHOPS

icewear.is
Enjoy the easy shopping and quick deliveries

Visit our webstore
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News | Rise Up

Restaurants, bars and clubs in Ice-
land are notorious for the use of what 
is known as jafnaðarkaup (“median 
pay”)—a form of wage offsetting. By 
most collective bargaining agree-
ments in the service industry, a work-
er is supposed to receive a base hourly 
wage, plus an extra percentage for 
working evenings, nights, weekends 
and holidays. Jafnaðarkaup, on the 
other hand, sets one hourly wage for 
any and all shifts an employee works. 
An employer will tell an unsuspecting 
employee—almost always a foreigner 
or a young Icelander—that it all aver-
ages out in the end. Every labour and 
immigrant rights official the Grape-
vine spoke to unequivocally agrees 
that it is actually exploitative—as well 
as widespread, and seemingly un-
stoppable.
 “It is our opinion that people 
working in the hospitality indus-
try shouldn’t generally have jaf-
naðarkaup,” Sigurður Bessason, chair 
of the trade union Efling, tells us. “We 
believe that wage agreements should 
be honoured, but the problem with 
jafnaðarkaup is that it can be fine if 
you always work similar shifts, and 
the day and night shifts are itemised 
on the pay slip. The problem with it 
is that if you have irregular shifts, 
where you’ll sometimes work eve-
nings and sometimes days, then jaf-
naðarlaun doesn’t mean anything to 
you.”
 Hjalti Tómasson, a caseworker 
for the trade union Báran, expresses 
his misgivings more bluntly. “Jaf-
naðarkaup is an ugly term that keeps 
popping up, which in most instances 
involves the employees being short-
changed, that’s just the way it is,” he 

says. “I do emphasise that this isn’t 
true of all employers, many of them 
have everything in order and pay the 
correct wages, but they then com-
plain about other companies getting 
a competitive advantage. Most of the 
jobs involved aren’t well paid, which 
makes it even more horrible when 
staff is paid less than they are due.”

Immigrant workers are 
vulnerable

Numerous Grapevine readers, upon 
seeing the Lebowski Bar story, com-
mented that this was commonplace 
in the service industry, especially 
amongst immigrant workers. Some 
of them shared stories about being 
cheated out of their wages. One read-
er, commenting on the story, wrote: 
“I'm also very sad that an Icelander 
got an article if this happens, but 
[there is] nothing about places where 
the boss is cheating and make[s] for-
eigners work without any [payslips] 
or fair salary.” 
 But Sigurður contends this has 
less to do with the nationality of the 
workers than the industry itself. “I 
think it’s more a matter of the indus-
try, which has more immigrant work-
ers,” he says. “We get immigrants and 
locals alike. Generally speaking, I’ve 
felt that immigrant workers know 
their rights as well as Icelanders. 
They may take some time to adjust, 
but the important thing is for them to 
first know where to turn for help.”
 Hjalti disagrees that nationality 
does not play a part: “It mostly ap-
plies to foreigners because Icelanders 
know better—it’s common knowledge 

to them that there are unions here, 
and regardless of what opinion peo-
ple have of them, they know we have 
certain leverage.” He continues: “It’s 
first and foremost the foreigners that 
are exploited, and it is very troubling 
to us to hear how they are treated. 
There are stories 
that you wouldn’t 
believe happened in 
Iceland, things you 
only see in films; 
there are people 
that are practi-
cally imprisoned 
here, held hostage 
by their employers 
who they depend on 
for their social se-
curity number, tax 
card, food and lodg-
ings—if these employees open their 
mouths, they are out on the street 
with nothing to show for it.”

Knowledge = Power
If foreigners are more likely to be sub-
ject to exploitation than Icelanders 
due to not knowing their rights, how 
should they glean this knowledge in 
the first place? 
 Immigrants to Iceland need a per-
mit to work. This is obtained from 
the Directorate of Labour. While it 
may seem intuitive that these would 
be the officials to inform immigrants 
of their working rights, this is not the 
case.
 “When a given work permit is is-
sued, the applicant doesn’t receive 
any special information or guidance 
about immigrants’ labour rights,” 
Gísli Davíð Karlsson, who works in 

the Directorate’s legal department, 
told us. “In the circumstances that 
an immigrant contacts the Director-
ate about his labour rights, he can 
receive some minimal information. 
More extensive information or for-
mal assistance isn’t provided by the 
Directorate, but those immigrants are 
referred to their relevant trade union 
or The Icelandic Confederation of La-
bour (ASÍ).”
 ASÍ’s webpage indeed offers an 
English language option. However, 
it mostly provides general informa-

tion on the union 
itself, rather than 
the “more extensive 
information” they 
might expect to find 
on the Directorate’s 
r e c om m e n d a t ion . 
Efling is the same 
story all over again—
if extensive infor-
mation in English on 
the working rights 
of foreigners indeed 
exists, it’s certainly 

not to be found on their English web-
page. 
 While Sigurður informs us that 
the owners of Lebowski Bar have 
since agreed to pay their employees 
in accordance with the collective 
bargaining agreement for restaurant 
and bar workers, both he and Hjalti 
expressed a feeling of powerlessness 
over what they have come to view as 
an increase in service industry work-
er exploitation.
 “Of course, we always try to con-
tact the employers, and encouraging 
the companies to change their wage 
policies, but we can’t ever guarantee 
that they won’t make mistakes in do-
ing so correctly,” Sigurður says.
 “We’re only allowed to help those 
that come to us,” Hjalti offers. “Peo-
ple within the labour movement have 
tried to address these matters with 
companies that are repeat offend-

ers, but going into the companies and 
reaching out to their employees only 
reveals our powerlessness.”

Where the law fails
The trade union officials believe their 
hands are tied due to labour law itself.
 “We have no say over the judicial 
system, but it’s certainly the case that 
companies bear no responsibility for 
paying the correct wages, and maybe 
that’s something to reconsider,” ac-
cording to Sigurður. 
 Hjalti takes much the same tack, 
putting responsibility squarely at 
the feet of government. “We have 
laws that dictate that people need to 
be paid according to the contracts in 
place, but they aren’t enforced, leav-
ing companies that underpay their 
staff free from any consequences oth-
er than paying what they should have 
been paying originally,” he says. “We 
need legal reform. Disregarding wage 
agreements needs to be made not just 
illegal, but punishable by law.”
 For now, trade unions can only ad-
dress exploitation on a case-by-case 
basis, there is no legal recourse if an 
employer consistently breaks wage 
agreements, and information on what 
those agreements even are can prove, 
at best, difficult to find (especially for 
the average immigrant in Iceland). 
Workers brave enough to contact to 
seek the resources they need and or-
ganise can be provided with the tools 
they need to take control of their 
workplaces, but to do that, they need 
to know what their rights are in the 
first place. So far, there appears to be 
little willingness from relevant offi-
cials to get that information into the 
hands that need it most.

Earlier this month, a news story broke in the Icelandic media that a young Icelandic girl 
working at Lebowski Bar was fired after she asked to be paid minimum wage—effectively 
a pay rise over what she was getting. The story sparked shock and outrage amongst many. 
To others, it was merely par for the course.

“There are stories that 
you wouldn’t believe 
happened in Iceland, 
things you only see in 
films; there are people 
that are practically 
imprisoned here, held 
hostage by their em-
ployers.”

WORKERS 
UNITE!

How the service industry exploits 
 workers, and why nothing is changing

Words by Paul Fontaine and Tómas Gabríel Benjamin
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Iceland | For Dummies

Unless you’ve been literally liv-
ing in a cave for the past two 

weeks, chances are that you’ve heard 
of the possible eruption at Bárðar-
bunga peak. In the end (at the time 
of writing), this insufferable geological 
formation didn’t have the decency to 
erupt even a little bit, let alone disrupt 
air travel across the European conti-
nent. Instead, it rumbled, made some 
tremors, fooled scientists into thinking 
a small eruption was underway when 
there totally wasn’t, annoyed farmers 
affected by the evacuation of the area, 
spawned endless alarmist articles in 
the international press, and failed to 
destroy the Kárahnjúkar Dam. Worst. 
Volcano. Ever.

The case of the Interior Min-
istry scandal has taken a turn 

for the worse or better, depending on 
how you look at it. A letter from the 
Parliamentary Ombudsman partially 
transcribed an interview he conducted 
with former Commissioner of the Capi-
tal Area Police Stefán Eiríksson, where 
it came to light that Minister of the 
Interior Hanna Birna Kristjánsdóttir re-
peatedly questioned nearly every step 
of the investigations, and threatened 
to conduct an investigation of both the 
police and the State Prosecutor when 
all was said and done, while her as-
sistants tried to get Stefán to issue a 
press statement denying the details of 
news coverage of the case. In keeping 
with her usual MO of defensiveness 
and denial, Hanna Birna has dismissed 
or downplayed every part of this letter, 
remarking that the matter has been 
personally difficult for her. It well might 
be, but it’s still probably not as difficult 
as it has been for Tony Omos, the asy-
lum seeker whose life was ruined by all 
of this in the first place.

The one and only Justin Timber-
lake graced our fair shores re-

cently, performing to a standing-room-
only crowd in Kópavogur. Despite the 

By Paul Fontaine

— Continues —
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Like young people 
the world over, 
Icelandic youths 
like to humiliate 
younger kids for 
fun. This behav-
iour takes many 

forms, but the one that has been in 
the news lately is secondary school 
hazing. In Iceland, primary school 
ends at sixteen and almost everyone 
starts secondary school the following 
autumn, although a secondary educa-
tion is not compulsory. Traditionally, 
new students are hazed by students 
in the fourth and final year, with each 
school having their own set of rituals.

Yes, if humiliation and endan-
germent is a tradition, then it's 
okay.

These hazing rituals are generally 
harmless. New students are made to 
wear silly clothing and get soiled with 
skyr and other food, and/or doused 
in water. Sometimes, however, these 
rituals border on sexual harassment, 
for instance when new students are 
auctioned off to older students to be 
slaves for a day—and in a few cases, 
they turn out to be outright sexual ha-
rassment, such as when new students 
are made to place their heads on the 
clothed crotches of older students.

Kids today are just the worst, 
with their loud music and long 
hair!

This is not a new phenomenon in 
Iceland. The most venerable tradi-
tion is practised in the downtown 
Menntaskólinn í Reykjavík, where 
students in the oldest class toss first 
year students in the air. This form of 
hazing goes back at least to the nine-
teenth century at the school, but is 
probably older still.

Being tossed in the air? That 
sounds like clean, wholesome 
fun!

That particular hazing is so ingrained 
in the school's culture that it is hard 
to imagine it stopping, but it has been 

controversial. Around the middle of 
the last century, female students pro-
tested against it because creepy older 
male students were using it as an op-
portunity to feel them up.

Why is it that these kinds of 
traditions always turn out to 
be crime scenes?

Since it is such an ingrained tradition, 
people mostly accept its existence. In 
schools that were founded later than 
the nearly 170-year old Menntaskó-
linn í Reykjavík, hazing rituals are 
frowned upon by school authorities, 
with most schools banning the prac-
tice. The Association of Icelandic Sec-
ondary Schools has recommended to 
its members that hazing be banned.

That sounds like the set-up for 
a wacky high school movie.

Hopefully, no band of rebellious teen-
agers will organize their own un-
derground hazing ritual in defiance 

of the killjoy school authorities. But 
many secondary school students are 
against the ban on hazing. Much like 
how people who open a bag to find 
something foul-smelling feel the need 
to ask other people to smell just how 
foul the odour is, people who have 
been hazed often want to have their 
turn as the aggressors.

Just like how people who've 
bought rotten apples at the su-
permarket put them back on 
the pile of fresh apples on their 
next grocery trip?

I am pretty sure you’re the only one 
that does this. This autumn, eleven 
secondary schools have banned haz-
ing, leaving only four schools in 
the country that still allow it. Jón 
Reynir Sigurvinsson, principal of 
Menntaskólinn á Ísafirði, Ísafjörður’s 
secondary school, spoke for many 
when he said that hazing was vio-
lence and that "we do not allow peo-

ple to commit violent acts for three 
days each year."

In that movie 'The Purge: An-
archy,' people only get one day 
to commit violence without 
legal consequences, so I guess 
school hazing's three times 
worse.

Some schools have a whole week of 
hazing. There is another way of look-
ing at these traditions. Ethnographers 
Terry Gunnell and Cilia Marianne 
Úlfsdóttir have studied hazing ritu-
als in Icelandic educational institu-
tions. They point out that secondary 
schools are isolated communities on 
the edge of the mainstream. Like with 
all peripheral societies, new members 
have to be accepted symbolically, and 
these rituals serve to introduce the 
first year students into the larger so-
cial body.

When a group of people throw 
skyr at me, I also usually want 
to be their friend.

Cilia Marianne Úlfsdóttir pointed out 
in an article that was published last 
year in the newspaper Fréttablaðið 
that the unpleasantness of the ritual 
is its point. Since every new batch of 
students is made to undergo the same 
humiliation as older students, this 
creates a shared, common experience.

No matter how you present it, 
twenty-year-olds humiliat-
ing sixteen-year-olds is a rec-
ipe for skyr and apple cake. I 
meant recipe for disaster.

Older students often take things too 
far, but if the hazing is structured 
properly, it can be made into a safe 
environment with clear boundaries. 
These rituals can be designed to be 
like horror films: scary but not dan-
gerous. However that would require 
school authorities to educate the 
older students on how to behave, and 
set defined rules. But since that takes 
a lot of work, it is a lot simpler to just 
ban hazing rituals altogether.

So What's This Hazing  
I Keep Hearing About?
Words by Kári Tulinius  @Kattullus  
Illustration by Lóa Hjálmtýsdóttir
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high calibre of his performance, and 
his repeated proclamations of undying 
love for Iceland through various social 
media channels, he made the appar-
ently unforgivable mistake of greeting 
an audience in Kópavogur with “Hello, 
Reykjavík!” Icelandic media sources 
were quick to underline this fact, pos-
sibly wilfully ignoring Kópavogur being 
right next door to Reykjavík. Justin, if 
you’re reading this, the Grapevine is on 
your side. Kópavogur isn’t a real town; 
it is a satellite of the capital. Everyone 
knows this.

NATO Secretary General An-
ders Fogh Rasmussen paid a 

visit to Iceland, too. Only instead of 
singing to a crowd of thousands, he 
held a press conference with Prime 
Minister Sigmundur Davíð Gunnlaugs-
son and Foreign Minister Gunnar Bragi 
Sveinsson wherein he emphasised 
that “I count on Iceland’s support as 
we make the Alliance even fitter, faster 
and more flexible.” Which means, for 
those of us living here, that we can 
expect more low-flying fighter jets ter-
rifying the locals and the wildlife in the 
more far-flung regions of the country. 
Hooray militarism!

Speaking of some of the more 
far-flung regions of the country, 

the Westfjords has been getting the 
short end of the stick lately. First, it 
finally came to the attention of people 
living in the capital area that a single 
weather station on a frighteningly cold 
promontory has been used to report 
the temperature and wind speed of 
the entirety of northwest Iceland. Sec-
ond, all phone and internet service for 
Ísafjörður and the southern Westf-
jords just dropped out for about seven 
hours. It might be ironic for a maga-
zine called the REYKJAVÍK Grapevine 
to point this out, but there is more to 
Iceland than the capital—although 
sometimes it’s hard to gauge how 
many people are aware of this.

Of course no News In Brief would 
be complete without a good ol’ 

fashioned animal news story, and 
these past two weeks have seen a few. 
Two sheep tried to escape from the Ár-
bær farm museum, eluding capture for 
an undisclosed amount of time before 
a local managed to capture them and 
return them to custody, which should 
make you think twice before you use 
“sheep” to mean an obedient follower. 
In more spectacular news, the Lagar-
fljót Worm is real, the “Truth Com-
mittee” which began investigating 
the lake monster has concluded. This 
conclusion was based on a video of 
what was two years ago confirmed to 
be some netting twisting in an icy river. 
Because who needs evidence when 
you have outright conviction?

— Continued —

NEWS IN BRIEF
LATE AUGUST

Feature | Tourism

In 2010, a solution finally appeared 
in the form of the infamous Eyjafjal-
lajökull eruption, which stalled air 
traffic all over Europe and made Ice-
land a household name in the process. 
The government’s response to what it 
feared would be a fresh PR-disaster 
was also perfectly timed and surpris-
ingly clever, with the “Inspired by 
Iceland” campaign and its all-singing, 
all-dancing promo clip effectively 
amplifying and capitalizing upon the 
island’s new-found place in the spot-
light.
 All of the sudden, interest in Ice-
land-as-tourist-destination was at an 
unprecedented high, and tourists and 
travellers flocked to the country like 
never before.
 Clearly, there was money to be 
made. An opportunity to be seized. 
 And indeed, official numbers show 
everyone and their grandmother 
spared no time in jumping the tourism 
bandwagon. Since 2010, for instance, 
the number of registered tour opera-
tors in the country has increased by 
about 100, with 776 active operators 
in the field at the time of writing.

WOW!
But just who are all these operators 
serving? And just how great is the for-
tuitous and unprecedented surge of 
tourists we are currently experienc-
ing? For context, look at these num-
bers:

 In 1953, Iceland hosted about 
6,000 tourists.
  In 1985, a total of 97,443 tourists 

visited the island. 
 In 2003, when this very maga-

zine published its first issue mean-
ing to cash in on “the tourism 
boom,” an estimated 320,000 peo-
ple dropped by for a chance to 
check out that new magazine ev-
eryone was talking about. 
  For 2014, it is estimated that up-

wards of ONE MILLION TRAV-

ELLERS will make their way to 
the island that’s currently home to 
327,050 desolate souls. 

Since the year 2000, the number of 
visitors to Iceland has increased by 
8.2% annually; subsequently tourism 
has surpassed the fishing industry as 
the nation’s largest industry. 

TRUTH AND  
CONSEQUENCES? 

Steps towards enabling Reykjavík 
to accommodate the sudden influx 
of visitors (and those to come—some 
project Iceland will play host to two 
million tourists per annum by 2020) 
have permanently altered the face of 
the city (if not its spirit), with beloved 
downtown music venues and shops 
making for hotels and puffin shops (if 
this is your first time in Iceland, that’s 
what we affectionately call the tacky 
trinket stores that are overtaking 
streets everywhere from Reykjavík 
to Reyðarfjörður). Many downtown 
property owners have also seized the 
(admittedly very lucrative) oppor-
tunity to make a quick buck through 
rental portal Airbnb, with scores of 
long-term tenants being cleared out of 
flats in the much-fetishized 101 Reyk-
javík neighbourhood. 
 The tourism boom has also brought 
suspicions that a Cuban-style double 
economy might be taking root in plac-
es, with several reported instances of 
establishments doubling their prices 
when serving non-Icelandic speakers, 
and/or accepting dollars and euros as 
payment for a fraction of their worth. 

THE REGULATORS
As Iceland’s fragile, not-quite-better-
yet economy grows increasingly de-
pendent on revenues from tourists 
and travellers, certain growing pains 
are making themselves felt. For those 
attempting to make an honest króna, 

navigating the regulatory framework 
can be a confusing task; certain laws 
appear arbitrary and out of context 
with existing legislation and/or real-
ity (or both!), and supervisory bod-
ies are lagging behind the fast-paced 
growth.
 A little over a week ago, Progres-
sive Party MP Karl Garðarsson an-
nounced that he wanted to revisit 
the idea of raising VAT on hospital-
ity services, as well as revoking the 
tourist industry’s tax exemptions. “I 
think it’s normal that they [the tour-
ism industry] pay their fair share, just 
like everyone else does,” he said, add-
ing that the state would in turn need 
to rethink circumstances and update 
legislation and legal framework to 
best support and 
regulate the indus-
try.
 But what sort of 
changes in policy 
and framework do 
relevant authorities 
envision?  
 Ólöf Ýrr At-
ladóttir, the Icelan-
dic Tourist Board’s 
director, says her 
organisation relea-
sed a five-part rec-
ommendation this 
May for the Min-
istry of Industries 
and Innovation, whe-
re they listed out 
several thorough 
recommendations 
for improving ex-
isting laws. These 
recommendations, 
she says, are meant 
to increase coop-
eration between 
the state and tour-
ist operators, streamline and simplify 
legislation, and address concerns 
from all parties involved. 
 Hopefully, someone from the leg-
islative branch will eventually find 
time to take a gander at those recom-
mendations.

But, what about nature?
It’s not just tour operators receiving 
flak as the industry expands. Among 
other popular targets of criticism 
are reckless travellers who veer off 
marked paths and casually destruc-
tive motorists that indulge in off-road 
driving, damaging the island’s sensi-
tive flora and fauna. 
 Andrés Arnalds, an official from 

the Soil Conservation Service of Ice-
land, says that off-roading is becom-
ing a major problem nation-wide, and 
that further preventative measures 
are necessary. Just this August, land 
near Löðmundarvatn lake was con-
siderably damaged by off-roaders.
 Kristín Linda Árnadóttir, the 
general director of Iceland’s Envi-
ronmental Agency, says that her or-
ganisation has been clamping down 
on such activities by placing an in-
creased focus on education and infor-
mation dissemination. “We’ve done a 
good job of getting car rental compa-
nies to participate,” she says, “but we 
are constantly looking into the matter 
and attempting to determine whether 
there are groups out there that we 

aren’t reaching.”
 The agency re-
leased a report this 
June with an updat-
ed list of endangered 
nature sites. Sur-
prisingly, despite in- 
creased foot traf-
fic, the areas listed 
as being at greatest 
risk—in the “red” 
category—have de-
creased recently 
from ten in 2010 to 
five this year.
 Kristín says this 
is a trend they’ve 
been noticing for 
the past few years. 
“We compile these 
reports to help us 
determine where to 
prioritise our efforts 
and funds,” she says, 
“we are, after all, 
managing 113 pro-
tected areas.” Thro- 
ugh better footpaths, 

clearly marked roads, and improved 
observation platforms, many areas, such 
as Gullfoss, have started recovering.
 The landscape is however con-
stantly shifting, and Kristín says her 
organisation needs to stay on top of 
things. “It was just a few decades ago 
that only people driving very power-
ful cars were able to venture into the 
highlands,” she says, almost wistfully. 
“These days,  almost anyone can trav-
el there.”

In the aftermath of 2008’s TOTAL ECONOMIC COL-
LAPSE, scores of Icelanders found themselves struggling 
to make ends meet as jobs became scarce and household 
debt skyrocketed. The nation collectively struggled to come 
up with ways to pull itself up by the bootstraps; the gov-
ernment assembled expert panels while enthusiastic citi-
zen groups established think tanks (and faltering tycoons 
founded predatory instant loan businesses), all trying to de-
termine: where can we score some cash? 

Growing 
Pains

As Iceland’s budding tourism industry 
grows mature, we ponder some of the 
challenges it faces, and wonder how it 

can best rise above...

Words by Tómas Gabríel Benjamin & Haukur S. Magnússon
Illustration by Lóa Hjálmtýsdóttir

The tourism boom has 
also brought suspicions 
that a Cuban-style dou-
ble economy might be 
taking root in places, 
with several reported 
instances of establish-
ments doubling their 
prices when serving 
non-Icelandic speak-
ers, and/or accepting 
dollars and euros as 
payment for a fraction 
of their worth.
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The situation at Bárðarbunga is quite 
complex and, as such, presents a range of 
possibilities. Most of these possibilities 
are exciting; some of them are dangerous; 
none of them are terrifying. Let’s take a 
look at the first possibility: there is no 
eruption. Yep, that’s right—it might not 
even happen! As I write this, the magma 
is currently making its way towards the 
surface in what we call a dike (stop snig-
gering, you at the back)—rather than 
coming straight up, the magma is follow-
ing a line of weakness in the crust some 
35 or so kilometres long (and growing!). 
Prior to the 2010 Eyjafjallajökull erup-
tion, there were
several ‘false starts’ in previous years, 
where dikes just petered out before they 
hit the surface. There’s nothing to say 
that couldn’t happen here.
 The second possibility is that we see 
something like the first part of the 2010 
eruption. As the magma ascends, it ap-
pears to be moving slowly northwards, 
away from Vatnajökull. If the dike were 
to reach the surface away from thick ice 
cover, it could result in a spectacular fire-
fountaining eruption similar to the one 
that drew so many tourists in 2010. This 
probably wouldn’t produce much ash, so 
risks to aviation would be small, and it 
would be unlikely to have effects much 
beyond the immediate area. Marshmal-
lows, anyone?
 Another possibility has the potential 
to be somewhat more troublesome, al-
though it’s appearing somewhat less like-
ly as time goes on. If there is an eruption 
beneath the ice, the hot magma coming 
into contact with cold meltwater could 
trigger production of an ash cloud. The 

eruption at Eyjafjallajökull was excep-
tional for several reasons—the second 
stage occurred both beneath the glacier 
and was of a different, thicker, more gas-
rich magma type than the first. Both of 
these combined created a situation in 
which the ash produced was very fine 
indeed, leading to it being carried a long 
way into the atmosphere. Unlucky for 
travellers, but a repeat performance is 
not guaranteed, even in the case of an-
other sub-glacial eruption. Arguably the 
biggest threat from a sub glacial eruption 
is that of a jökulhlaup—a glacier outburst 
flood—but authorities will be ready to 
evacuate anyone at risk (locals only!) 
from the area if there is any chance of 
that.
 The final possibility of note is a par-
ticularly interesting one, deserving of a 
whole article on its own (and a whole lot 
more research on my part!). The dike is 
actually headed in the direction of the 
really rather large Askja volcano. We 
know there is magma built up beneath 
the Askja caldera, so if this dike were to 
hit that, it could trigger something much 
larger than we could otherwise see. 
However, saying much beyond that right 
now would be speculation, bordering on 
scaremongering, so I will refrain...
 In summary: don’t worry about it. 
Many different things could happen, only 
a couple of them present any cause for 
concern, and they are unlikely to affect 
you anyway. Volcanoes are fickle beasts, 
incredibly hard to predict, and The Daily 
Mail are going to do a worse job of that 
than the scientists on the ground. Leave 
it to the volcanologists—we know what 
we’re doing. Mostly.

Bárðarbunga: it’s going to explode, you’re going to be 
trapped in Iceland for six months and you might die a hor-
rific, fiery death. Why? Because such grand claims make 
good headlines and sell papers, that’s why. Personally, I’ve 
always believed more in science than sensationalism, so if 
you’ll permit me, I’d love to spread a little of that...

What Will 
Become Of 

Bárðarbunga?
A man of science  

explores the options
Words by James Ashworth

Photo by Axel Sigurðarson

News | Media events

Our wonderful photographer friend Axel Sigurðsson  spent 
the weekend of the non-eruption eruption flying over the 

alleged area of geological unrest. See more of those shots at 
www.grapevine.is
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In 2005, a few months into my editorship, Paul Fontaine and I did a marathon road trip 
around Iceland’s Ring Road—the most beautiful 1,332 kilometers of road in the world. That 
72 hours didn’t bring lasting inner peace, but I can say that most of the time I was filled 
with the appreciation of life, the fully engaged imagination, that monks and junkies and 
babies on the breast are supposed to experience.

Editorial | He's back!

That trip around Iceland, and the peo-
ple you see, especially if you expand 
the Ring and include the Westfjörds, is 
a profound tourism experience—I can 
imagine nothing else that is so acces-
sible and so inspiring.
 And now I should point out: I made 
the trip not purely for journalistic 
purposes. I was essentially selling out. 
I took our sole journalist around Ice-
land to let advertisers and distributors 
know that we cared about tourism and 
about their businesses. During that 
trip, said journalist and I even became 
the brochure photo for a fishing busi-
ness in Húsavík. Mom and  Pop busi-
nesses lined up to ask us to try their 
guesthouses, their restaurants.
 The highlights of my experience 
at the Grapevine were dealing with 
developing tourism in places like 
Húsavik, Mývatn or Siglufjörður, or 
the places that couldn’t get a foothold 
in Reykjavík. You arrive at a truck stop 
outside Vík, for example, and you’re 
looking at IMAX beauty scenery. But 
you’re also talking to people who are 
sincere, intelligent and acting out of 
a genuine interest in connecting with 
people. The bedrock of the Grapevine 

business has been that we support 
smart tourism, because people who 
dedicate their lives to connecting with 
strangers are worth supporting.
 The people we discovered and pro-
moted—I have the dubious honor of 
having written the 
Associated Press ar-
ticle that launched 
“the Clinton,” the 
godforsaken tourist 
attraction hot dog 
at Bæjarins Bestu, 
but we also discov-
ered Kjartan and his 
amazing Sægreifinn 
experience—for all 
of them, I’m happy 
if tourism expanded. Things have got-
ten better since I was the editor  
 of the Grapevine. The Grapevine, 
for example, is better. Tourism has 
expanded threefold, which means 
possibly less freedom for tourists, but 
for the hosts, for the Mom and Pop 
businesses, they don’t have to struggle 
quite so hard. 
 To bring it back to the Grapevine 
and to journalism, and to my point 
that in essentially day one I sold out 

to people in the tourism business. The 
Icelandic tourism business supported 
this crazy ass magazine that offended 
every person of power, from the Prime 
Minister to the Mayor of Reykjavík to 
a homophobic talk show host, to Quen-

tin Tarantino. We 
never sold a story, or 
a review—there has 
never been an adver-
torial or native ad-
vertising associated 
with this publication 
(though one journal-
ist was not retained 
when she attempted 
to sell a positive 
review). If you’re 

a tourist, look at your hometown pa-
pers—I’m writing from Seattle, where 
one major alternative weekly liter-
ally sold prostitution of minors to keep 
afloat.
 In my opinion, then, so long as lo-
cal companies are involved, and the 
Grapevine is around covering it, the 
ceiling on tourism here is a lot higher 
than anywhere else in the world.

“The bedrock of the 
Grapevine business has 
been that we support 
smart tourism, because 
people who dedicate 
their lives to connect-
ing with strangers are 
worth supporting.”

The Ceiling On Icelandic Tourism, 
And Apologies For “The Clinton”

Words by Bart Cameron

Photo by Julia Staples
Bart served as editor for The Reykjavík Grapevine from 2005-
2006. He currently resides in Seattle, WA, where he writes, 
performs and records music with his band The Foghorns. 
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On August 26, Parliamentary Ombuds-
man Tryggvi Gunnarsson sent Minister 
of the Interior Hanna Birna Kristjáns-
dóttir a third letter of enquiry regarding 
ongoing police investigations of her Min-
istry in the case of the now-infamous 
Tony Omos memo—which has already 
resulted in charges filed against one of 
her assistants, Gísli Freyr Valdórsson. 
The remarkable thing about this letter 
is its partial transcription of a recorded 
interview the Ombudsman conducted 
with former Commissioner of the Capi-
tal Area Police Stefán Eiríksson. Stefán, 
as you might remember, resigned from 
his position in late-July—at the height of 
his department’s investigation of Hanna 
Birna’s ministry—spurring hitherto un-
confirmed rumours that the minister 
had driven him from the post.  
 Amongst the details revealed in the 
Ombudsman’s letter was that Hanna 
Birna had directly interfered with police 
business, repeatedly questioning nearly 
every step of the investigations. In partic-
ular, she questioned their scope—which 
included confiscating an assistant’s com-
puter and telephone records, with Stefán 
quoting her as saying, “We will of course 
let you have everything. You will have ac-
cess to all of it, but aren’t you going too far 
in all this?” Hanna Birna also questioned 
the speed of the investigations.
 This, she would tell a live TV audi-
ence, was a completely natural and not 
at all intrusive interaction with the head 
of the police under her employ, who were 
tasked with investigating her ministry.
 The Interior Minister also reportedly 
told Stefán that when all was said and 
done, that “it was completely clear in her 
mind that there would need to be an in-

vestigation of the investigations from the 
police and the State Prosecutor.”
 This, she would also tell a live TV 
audience, was just her speaking in gen-
eralities—that she’d intended to do some 
overall review of all kinds of offices.
 For a sidebar of completely not inter-
fering with a police investigation, her as-
sistants tried to get Stefán to issue a press 
statement denying details of news cov-
erage of the case. Stefán refused, saying 
that he does not issue press statements, 
but that “I am in the phone book, and my 
phone is open” to members of the press to 
contact him.
 To all of this, Hanna Birna has cat-
egorically written it off as the Ombuds-
man “set[ting] up an unnatural picture of 
our natural communications and coop-
eration.” 
 Throughout these meetings and 
phone calls, she was also telling parlia-
ment that she was nowhere near the in-
vestigations, and was not aware of how 
they were being conducted. “It would be 
unnatural if I knew about any part of this 
investigation,” she told Alþingi on June 
18. 
 Another thing she would also tell a 
live TV audience was that she never re-
ceived the Tony Omos memo from the 
Ministry Registrar in her email. In fact, 
police investigations revealed in a Reyk-
javík District Court ruling last April con-
firmed that she did receive the memo in 
question.
 Hanna Birna says the matter has 
made her question whether politics 
holds a future for her. In the meantime, 
Tony Omos does not have the luxury of 
getting to decide whether he stays or 
goes.

The Interior 
Minister’s Deafening 
Cognitive Dissonance

www.fabrikkan.is reservations: +354 575 7575
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Jóhann Már Sigurbjörnsson, chair of the 
Renters’ Association of Iceland, recently 
told reporters that “the government, local 
authorities, and even labour unions must 
respond to this. There are thousands of 
apartments going off the rental market 
and onto the tourist market. Nothing is 
coming in their place.”
 Indeed, taking a look at the Facebook 
group Leiga (“Rent”), one can get a pretty 
clear picture of the situation as it current-
ly stands: you’ll encounter entire families 
searching for a place to rent, for months 
on end, while landlords offer tiny apart-
ments in far-flung locations for upwards 
of 120,000 ISK per month—often asking 
three-months’ rent as “insurance depos-
it.” Those without a loose half million lay-
ing around are hard pressed to find a roof 
over their heads.
 The situation has become so absurd 
that local artist Julia Mai decided to par-
ody it, with her “Cardboard Box Reno-
vation” campaign. Posting a photo of an 
empty cardboard box with a sign reading 
“AirBnB! 20,000 per night” on GoFund-
Me, the campaign aims to raise $6,000 to 
“renovate it to make it more attractive for 
the tourist market in Reykjavik”. 

You're soliciting funds ($6,000!) to 
renovate a cardboard box to make it 
"more attractive for the tourist mar-
ket in Reykjavík," with the idea of 
renting it out on Airbnb. Surely, you 
can’t be serious. Who’d rent a card-
board box? 
No one would willingly spend a night liv-
ing in a box like this, especially as it’s kind 
of small—it would only fit a third you, for 
instance. But that's the whole point.
 
Is this satire, then? A joke? What’s 
your target? Folks who rent apart-
ments through Airnb? Homeowners 
who rent out their apartments via 
that increasingly popular online ser-
vice? 
This here is a very serious joke! And I 
don’t at all expect I’ll be renting out that 
box. I wouldn’t say I’m targeting any 
landlords on an individual, personal lev-
el, (although I despise the greed some of 
them display). My joke is rather directed 
at whoever is in charge of regulating the 
market, and is obviously neglecting his or 
her job. 

It’s true that Airbnb is affecting 
Reykjavík’s rental market—indeed, 
the chair of Iceland’s Renters’ Asso-
ciation claims that locals simply can’t 
compete with tourists on the rental 
market. Have you personally been in-
convenienced by Airbnb? What’s the 
story here? 

Well, yes. For example, I am currently in 
the process looking for a new apartment, 
which is a really rather hard and frustrat-
ing endeavour. I was given until Septem-
ber to evacuate my current apartment, 
which the owners plan to renovate this 
coming winter and renting and then let-
ting it out on Airbnb four the 2015 tourist 
season. I have a couple of weeks to find 
something [note, this interview was con-
ducted a couple of weeks ago. At the time 
of publication, it does not look like Julia 
has found a proper place to stay].

So you’d say there is a shortage of rent-
al apartments in downtown Reykja-
vík?
Oh, I’d say! The few ones that remain, 
would-be tenants crowd around them 
like seagulls fighting for a half-eaten Bó-
nus rækjusamloka on a Sunday morning. 

But, why don’t you move somewhere 
else, out of 101 Reykjavík? Tourists 
are hardly flocking to places like 
Breiðholt or Grafarvogur—those 
neighbourhoods must have a few 
cheap, relatively nice apartments 
available?
Perhaps. But then I might as well leave 
the country! I spent the last eight years 
living and working in 101 Reykjavík, my 
son will be commencing his education in 
Austurbæjarskóli this fall. The 101 area 
has up-until now provided me with a very 
good quality life, and I don't want to leave 
that behind because of some people’s un-
bridled opportunism and the city and na-
tional government’s lack of foresight and 
oversight. I would, however, like to visit 
Breiðholt to see that pretty Erró mural. I 
hear it’s really nicely placed. 

What’s the worst-case scenario you 
envision, if this trend continues? 
A growing number of angry, homeless 
Icelanders and disappointed tourists 
who came here for something other than 
meeting other tourists in what seems to 
be a giant outdoor airport shopping mall 
strewn with tax-free polar bears dolls 
and inspirational puffins. 
 The death of 101, if you will!

How would you propose to solve the 
problem? Should authorities further 
crack down on Airbnb rentals? Or 
should the annual number of tourists 
to Iceland be limited? 
Limiting the annual amount of tour-
ists sounds like a bad idea. Tourists are 
people too, and they should be treated ac-
cordingly. I'd like to see the state regulate 
and limit the amount Airbnb’s in a given 
area, and also try to go all 1984 on those 
folks that illegally rent their apartments.

While tourism has certainly been playing a critical role in 
bolstering Iceland’s economy, like any market force, it is not 
without its rippling effects. Property owners hoping to cash 
in on the tourism gravy train are finding it far more lucra-
tive to rent to tourists than locals, as those on vacation will 
often anticipate having to drop a month’s rent on a few days 
or weeks of lodging. Unsurprisingly, this new trend effec-
tively drives up rental prices to a point where many locals 
find they can no longer afford apartments in their neigh-
bourhoods—while others are asked to vacate their homes 
to make way for high-rolling tourists.

Visitors And Locals: 
The Rental Market In 

A Nutshell
Reporting by Paul Fontaine

Email Interview by Haukur S. Magnússon
Photo by Axel Sigurðarson
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Dominique Lameule is a self-confessed, bona-fide Ice-
landophile. The 38-year-old Frenchman-slash-German 
has travelled to Iceland at least once or twice per year for 
twelve years running, owns upwards of 180 albums of Ice-
landic music, and has attended the Airwaves festival more 
often than most locals. Like many an Icelandophile we’ve 
encountered at Grapevine through the years, Dominique's 
interest was spurred by exposure to a local band or artist—
in Dominique’s case, it was the Gusgus hit “Believe” that en-
tranced him back in ’97 (by now, he proudly counts mem-
bers of that very band as his friends).

As an outsider constantly looking in for 
more than a decade, Dominique believes 
he has gained precious insight into the 
nation’s recent and ongoing evolution. 
And he is very interested in sharing his 
observations, as he has indicated in no 
uncertain terms for a while. 
 For our tourism-themed issue, we 
thought we’d take him up on the offer. 

Believe
We begin with some background. Domi-
nique says he currently works as a prod-
uct engineer in Heidelberg, Germany, but 
is quick to add that he considers Reykja-
vík his second home. “I come here as of-
ten as I can,” he says. “I’ll visit the friends 
I’ve made through the years, and try to 
attend as many shows as possible.”
 After “Believe,” Dominique’s Iceland 
affair started proper in 2002, when he 
came over for a six-month internship. 
“The best thing that happened was that 
I got an Icelandic flatmate,” he says. 
“Through him I learned a lot about the 
country, was introduced to people, made 
connections, and had a really good time.” 
He feels Icelanders for the most part 
greeted him with open arms, and notes 
that at no point did he feel left out for not 
speaking the language.
 During that time, in between work-
ing and socialising, Dominique became 

enthralled by the local music scene, 
regularly attending shows by some of the 
heroes of the day (he mentions acts like 
Trabant, múm and Quarashi) and some-
times DJing at 101’s then-hippest club, 22 
on Laugavegur (where Kiki and Bravó 
now stand). 
 Dominique says that one of the things 
that most appeals to him about Iceland-
ers is how interconnected they come off, 
and how willing they seem to help outsid-
ers, as well as one another. As a token of 
appreciation for the various acts of kind-
ness and help he has received, Domi-
nique has in turn helped promote Iceland 
at every opportunity, for instance by con-
stantly encouraging the listeners of his 
radio show to attend Iceland Airwaves, 
and arranging for Maggi Lego of Gusgus 
to perform at the Frankfurt Book Fair.

Another life
As open and wonderful as he finds Ice-
landers, Dominique can’t help but worry 
what the future holds in store for them. 
“I’m too German,” he says, “I like to be 
organised and what I do is think what 
will happen in a year’s time, in two years, 
in five years, and then consider the differ-
ent possible outcomes. I always wonder 
when the next bubble will come along.”
 Along that line, he reminisces about 
the difficulties he encountered in find-

ing a place to rent in 2002, because all 
the flats were listed for sale (at bargain 
rates, too). He draws a comparison to 
Reykjavík’s current rental crisis, which is 
spurred by altogether different reasons: 
homeowners renting their flats to tour-
ists at extortionate rates. “Many proper-
ty owners have dollar signs in their eyes 
right now,” he adds, “and I don’t think it’s 
under control—it’s happening too fast.”
 Despite the housing concerns, Domi-
nique acknowledges many positive 
aspects to the current tourism boom, 
particularly that there once more seem 
to be enough jobs to go around. “I know 
many of my friends really enjoy working 
a lot, and working has a lot of meaning for 
them, and I’m happy for them. But, it’s 
not all good. The hotels being built in the 
city centre aren’t for Icelanders—they’re 
for tourists.”

When your lover's gone
Nostalgic, his mind wanders to the past. 
He starts recounting idyllic memories 
of the Reykjavík music scene he experi-
enced in 2002, when he could see all his 
favourite bands perform on any given 
weekend. Dominique’s nostalgic moment 
quickly turns sour as he starts lamenting 
the departure of two of his most trea-
sured venues, Faktorý (formerly Grand 
Rokk) and Nasa, which were shut down 
to make room for new hotels. It is appar-
ent that this upsets him greatly. “There 
is a very noticeable lack of good places to 
stage proper shows at in 101 Reykjavík, 
and it is affecting the culture. These days, 
if I want to attend a concert, I’ll most like-
ly have to go to a festival.”

 In light of these 
recent developments, 
Dominique says he 
was thrilled when 
The Best Party won 
the 2010 Reykjavík 
municipal elections, 
trusting that a politi-
cal party comprised 
of musicians and 
artists would seek to 
reverse the trend. “I 
thought they would 
transform Reykjavík 
into a hotspot for cre-
ative people,” he says, 
“where bands could 
play good concerts 
in good spaces and 
grow even more as 
artists.” 
 While this was ul-
timately, and unfor-
tunately, not the case, Dominique retains 
his optimism for the city centre, citing 
some of the new venues that have popped 
up lately. “Húrra is the best new music 
place in town,” he says, “but you could 
easily have three to four more places like 
that in downtown Reykjavík.” 

Very important people

One of Dominique’s biggest concerns 
for the Iceland of 2014 is that its current 
crop of visitors might be missing out on 
what he feels makes the country truly 
magical: forging a connection with ac-
tual Icelanders, which he again describes 
as an incredibly open and warm people. 

“Starting off with an 
Icelandic flatmate 
introduced me to 
the fascinating inner 
workings of the soci-
ety and the culture, 
and this is what ulti-
mately keeps me com-
ing back.
 “I really feel ev-
eryone who visits 
this beautiful country 
should meet Icelandic 
people,” he says, “but 
tourists nowadays of-
ten approach Iceland 
as if it were a safari 
ride. They hop on a 
bus, are herded to the 
beautiful sights, get 
their obligatory pic-
tures of the Golden 
Circle attractions 

before being sent back home on a plane. 
They don’t get to experience the country 
as it really is, at its best.”
 He adds, in closing: “We don’t know 
what Iceland will look like five years 
from now, whether it will continue being 
as famous and interesting as it’s consid-
ered today. If the tourists up and leave, 
there needs to be something left of down-
town Reykjavík beyond empty hotels. 
The culture needs a space. The powers 
that be would be wise to bear in mind 
that the music scene played an essential 
part in raising awareness of Iceland and 
attracting visitors in the first place, that 
it is still a vital part of the country’s ap-
peal, and that it needs support and room 
to grow.”

Dominique 
Believes 

The constant outsider reflects,  
by request

 
Words by Tómas Gabríel Benjamin

Photo by Julia Staples

THE NUMBER 1 MUSIC STORE 
IN EUROPE ACCORDING TO 
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SKÓLAVÖRÐUSTÍG 15, 101 REYKJAVÍK AND HARPA CONCERT HALL

 "I know many of my 
friends really enjoy 
working a lot, and work-
ing has a lot of meaning 
for them, and I’m happy 
for them. But, it’s not all 
good. The hotels being 
built in the city centre 
aren’t for Icelanders—
they’re for tourists."

Dominique is a self-described Ice-
landophile and owns 180 Icelandic 
music albums

Dominique works as a product 
engineer in Heidelberg, Germany, 
for the advertisement and creative 
sectors

Dominique
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The most prominent, truly devastating volcanic eruption 
in Icelanders’ public memory is arguably the late-18th cen-
tury eruption in the volcanic ridge Laki, followed by the 
Móðuharðindi, two years of all-over brutal hardships. The 
sky went dark, and the sun faded, while ashes destroyed 
pastures, and temperatures sank, leading to the death of 
an estimated 75% of the country's livestock and a fifth of 
its human population. Then there was the late-19th cen-
tury eruption, after which a fifth of the island’s populace 
moved to Canada. The ashes from the sudden 1973 erup-
tion in the Vestmannaeyjar archipelago destroyed 400 
homes. One person was killed by the fumes. 

A volcano is not a harmless spectacle. 
The real thing is, at best, a nuisance. 
Some hotspots lie beneath glaciers, so 
even relatively modest eruptions eas-
ily cause floods that tear roads apart, 
while the ashes still destroy pastures, 
and so on. All caused by magma. It's 
down there, always, at around 1000°C. 
In its subterranean state it has only 
been directly observed three times in 
history, two of which were in Iceland. 
When it surfaces it changes its name 
and substance, becomes lava. The de-
structive powers of those things give 
them a bad rep, with good reason. 
What follows is a purely speculative 
approach on opinion-shaping factors 
concerning volcanoes.

I erupt, therefore,  
momentarily, I am

I used to perceive Iceland as a some-
what schizoid society, before learning 
that narcissism has come to be consid-
ered a more useful term to approach 
the same set of symptoms: never quite 
sure if it's real or not, Iceland seeks 
constant self-validation from others. 
This can be easily verified by experi-
ments. Say to a local, for example, that 
you heard that the 1783 eruption in 
Laki destroyed French harvests, lead-
ing to a famine, which in turn caused 
anger and proved a decisive factor 
leading to the 1789 French Revolution. 
This is not out of the blue, by the way. 
Benjamin Franklin, serving as a US 
diplomat in Europe at the time, wrote 
of “a constant fog over all Europe and 
a great part of north America" during 
the summer of 1783, and described the 
succeeding winter as the most severe 
for years. Franklin also speculated 

whether the fog and drop in tempera-
ture might be caused by the eruption 
in Iceland. The winter was indeed a 
cold one, 2°C below average in Eu-
rope and 4.8°C below average in North 
America. Crops failed, people died. 
Since 2011, Franklin's Laki hypothesis, 
however, seems to have been refuted, 
as a research team of the Earth Insti-
tute at Columbia University concluded 
that sea surface temperature oscilla-
tions were a more likely explanation 
for the cold spell. And, presumably, for 
the French Revolution.
 The eruption was catastrophic 
enough, regardless. "More poison fell 
from the sky than words can describe: 
ash, volcanic hairs, rain full of sulphur 
and saltpeper, all of it mixed with 
sand," wrote cleric Jón Steingrímsson 
at the time, continuing: "All the earth's 
plants burned, withered and turned 
grey, one after another, as the fire in-
creased and neared the settlements." 
He became famous for his "fire-mass," 
which reportedly halted the flow of 
lava before it entered said settlements, 
through words of faith. He may have 
saved his townspeople, but the follow-
ing hardships killed at least one fifth 
of the island’s total population. And 
then some. Professor John Grattan, at 
the University of Wales's Institute of 
Geography and Earth Sciences, esti-
mates that through the summer 1783, 
air pollution from Laki killed 23,000 
in Britain alone. 
 But, see: I am already doing what I 
claim the subject of your experiment 
would do: on the defensive, having 
found out that the French Revolution 
may not have been caused by Laki, 
I still go on bragging—on behalf of 
geological incidents, as devastating 
as they are past. Knowing better is 

certainly not enough. For a compact 
population, evidence of having in any 
way played a decisive part in the un-
folding of historical events, even as 
History's own evil twin, is a matter of 
some pride. 
 Mention Franklin's Laki hypothe-
sis to a local and I bet you will be faced 
with a suppressed but unmistakably 
sly smile. The 2010 eruption in Eyjaf-
jallajökull is not known to have caused 
any human fatalities. The flight delays 
it did cause, all over Europe (insert sly 
smiley), evidently made some people 
a bit embarrassed for causing all this 
trouble. As accomplices to a volcano. 
Even a cause of embarrassment, how-
ever, is proof of one's existence. Com-
pared with a chronic lack of such evi-
dence, this feels good. When you see a 
conflicted smile on the face of someone 

apologizing for the mess, it is not glee. 
It is relief for feeling, momentarily, 
real. This potential acknowledgement 
of historical existence is definitely a 
pro-volcanic factor in public opinion.

Icelandic króna rises  
to 4-year high, at 1.34  

per click
The graph featured in this article de-
picts the frequency of searches for the 
word “Iceland” on Google over the last 
ten years. In that period, there is no 
point in time that comes close to the 
2010 eruption. The 2008 bank crash 
hardly measures on the same scale. 
The Eyjafjallajökull eruption provided 
the only known instance of Iceland's 
fame surpassing peak-Justin Tim-

berlake —which, according to Google, 
happened around his performance at 
the 2004 American Super Bowl. Ey-
jafjallajökull was bigger than Timber-
lake at the Super Bowl, that's how big 
it was.
 These are narcissistic times, claim 
at least some qualified profession-
als, as well as a lot of magazine cov-
ers, citing social media and selfies as 
a evidence. Attention, as measured 
in clicks, has in any case become a 
valuable, if volatile, currency, and the 
attention heaped on Iceland during 
that last eruption proved to be eas-
ily exchanged for actual money. More 
easily than the local currency, in any 
case. Since 2010, Promote Iceland, 

A Volcano Bigger 
Than Timberlake

Or: How we learned to stop 
worrying and love the lava

Words by Haukur Már Helgason

Photos by Elli Thor and Haukur Már Helgason
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Interest over time
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2008 bank collapse. The taller peak on the right marks the 2010 eruption in 
Eyjafjallajökull.
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When Grapevine started in 2003, we were in the midst of what at the time seemed like 
a considerable tourism boom. The number of tourists per year was fast approaching the 
number of the population as a whole, or 300,000. Earlier that year, Iceland Express (a 
precursor to WOW Air) started flying to London and Copenhagen (soon branching out to 
other destinations), making travel to the island more affordable. And yet the fledgling tour-
ism boom went largely unnoticed by most. Everyone was putting their money 
in banks and aluminium plants to get rich quick. 

a government agency established to 
enhance Iceland's image abroad, and 
managed by representatives of the 
country's main industries, has surfed 
the Eyjafjallajökull wave magnificent-
ly. Apart from the country's broken 
currency and low wages, harbouring 
the attention given to Eyjafjallajökull's 
eruption may, reportedly, be the larg-
est single cause of the country's recent 
tourist boom.
 As long as eruptions are not physi-
cally catastrophic, these days they 
provide Iceland with just the right 
titillation for successful nation-brand-
ing. The population is well aware of 
this, which is another decisive positive 
factor in its volcanic attitudes. That's 
2:1 for volcanoes, then.

Relief from humans
One of the foreign language-games 
that never fully succeeded in Iceland 
is the distinction between public and 
private. 
 To take a recent example: During a 
criminal investiga-
tion against a Min-
istry, the Minister 
herself initiates nu-
merous conversa-
tions with the police 
chief responsible 
for the investiga-
tion. She asks him 
whether seizing her 
assistant's computer 
was really neces-
sary, if the police 
could please hurry 
the interrogation of 
her assistant, if they could please pro-
ceed a bit faster, and so on. To make a 
long story short, this becomes public. 
The Minister goes on TV to answer 
for the accusations. During the inter-
view, in which she vigorously refuses 
all blame, while not refuting any of the 
accusations, she consistently refers to 
the chief of police by his first name, 
Stefán. There are even instances of 
“Stefán and I.” She even utters this 
line, in a verbatim translation: “Stefán 
is a grown man. He is the Chief of Po-
lice in Reykjavík.”
 If you find nothing peculiar about 
that, you were raised in Iceland. For 
a century, the state has enforced a 
language policy against last names, 

as a “foreign influence” that would 
go against tradition. On its own, that 
means nothing, but put in context I 
tend to see it as symptomatic of a so-
ciety stubbornly resistant to the es-
tablishment of a viable public sphere. 
If corruption is a word for mixing up 
private and public affairs, it would 
seem absolutely superfluous in a coun-
try where everyone is already on a first 
name basis with everyone else.
 In comparison with attempting to 
run a democratic republic between 
the 300,000 of us, an earthquake is the 
lesser quake. No one expects a volcano 
to distinguish between public and pri-
vate. In this sense, eruptions come as 
a relief. At most, the topic leaves room 
for speculation, as to when an eruption 
might start and when it might stop, but 
there are no heated debates about vol-
canoes. They are as easy to talk about 
as football or a war against aliens. 
 When the opportunity presents 
itself, news media enthusiastically 
cover any and all conceivable sides of 
a potential eruption—the number of 
quakes today, their sizes compared 
with yesterday’s quakes, how the com-
ing eruption might compare with his-

torical eruptions, 
which flights might 
be cancelled, which 
flight routes might 
be changed—head-
line after headline, 
for weeks on end, 
without anything 
having actually hap-
pened. And, perhaps 
no less importantly: 
without any figure of 
authority directing a 
temper tantrum at 
the reporters, trying 

to get them fired and so on. 
 There is more to say about the mat-
ter, but in short, if I may verb a little: 
Volcanoes fit the way we use language 
like magma fits its magma chamber. 
Which leaves this estimate of public 
opinion at 3:1 pro-volcanist.
 Feelings are mixed, for sure. Most 
people would rather avoid apocalyptic 
events. Volcanic eruptions have, how-
ever, come to be seen as some sort of 
geophysical reverse-lottery, where, 
if you play, you probably win. Not ex-
actly a win-win situation, this is the 
win-win-win-apocalypse, win-win-
win-apocalypse variant. 
 Who would refuse those odds?
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The Puffinisation  
Of A Country: 
Tourism Today
Words by Valur Gunnarsson

Photos by Axel Sigurðarson

 "I know many of my 
friends really enjoy 
working a lot, and work-
ing has a lot of meaning 
for them, and I’m happy 
for them. But, it’s not all 
good. The hotels being 
built in the city centre 
aren’t for Icelanders—
they’re for tourists."

Continues from P.21

A notable exception was Icelandair, 
with their “Fancy a dirty weekend 
in Iceland” campaign directed at 
British males. Slogans such as “Free 
dip every trip,” and “Pester a beauty 
queen,” led to the Centre for Gender 
Equality suing Icelandair, but the 
case was dismissed on the grounds 
that the campaign was intended to 
appeal to the British sense of hu-
mour. 
 Tourism as a percentage of GDP 
initially peaked in 2003 at 5.3%, but 
then fell behind the aluminium and 
banking craze. Those heady times 
came to an abrupt end in the autumn 
of 2008. In the same way that previ-
ous generations know exactly where 
they were when they heard that Ken-
nedy had been killed or World War 
II had broken out, everyone who was 
living in Iceland on October 6, 2008, 
can remember that moment when 
they witnessed the Prime Minister 
bizarrely asking god to bless Iceland 
on live TV at five in the afternoon. 
Not only were our chances of getting 
immediately, horribly rich quickly 
fading into the distance, it appeared 
we were in fact totally bankrupt. 

 Foreign journalists started pour-
ing in to observe the mess, while the 
duty free store at Keflavík airport 
started advertising “half-priceland 
.” Due to the collapse of the Króna, 
Iceland was suddenly a cheap desti-
nation to visit, relatively speaking. 
But as the focus of ongoing economic 
crisis moved on to warmer climes, 
Iceland quickly dropped out of the 
headlines again. It would take an-
other momentous event to return it 
to the world’s attention. 

Ben Stiller vs.  
the Volcano

Just as Icelanders tend to exagger-
ate the rest of the world’s interest in 
their banking collapse, they tend to 
make too little of the Eyjafjallajökull 
eruption. October 6, 2008, was sure-
ly a generation defining moment, far 
outstripping the importance of the 
volcano in Iceland’s national psyche. 
But the economic collapse was a 
mere blip in the international media 
compared to the miles of newspaper 
and hours of TV broadcasts dedicat-

ed to the volcano. And while money 
was being poured into the massive 
“Inspired By Iceland” promotional 
campaign, it was perhaps all the free 
volcano-related publicity that served 
as the biggest catalyst in creating the 
tourism boom. 
 As such, the eruption has already 
cemented its place in Western popu-
lar culture. Ben Stiller’s ‘Secret Life 
of Walter Mitty,’—one of many Hol-
lywood films made here in the past 
decade (and incidentally one of very 
few to actually be set in Iceland)—in-
evitably features a live volcano. And 
the French romantic comedy ‘Eyjaf-
jallajökull’ from 2013 is about a di-
vorced couple on their way to their 
daughter’s wedding in Greece, that 
wind up spending far more time to-
gether at the airport than they had 
intended due to the titular volcano.

Children of nature

In the long-term, however, the great-
est effects of The Eruption That 
Touched Europe are probably felt 
here in Iceland. It’s hard to measure 
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cause and effect when it comes to 
public perception, but it’s not unrea-
sonable to suggest that the island’s 
tremendous exposure following Ey-
jafjallajökull is at least partly the 
reason for the tourist boom we’ve 
experienced in recent years. The 
timing fits. Even at half-price, the 
number of tourists declined in the 
years after 2008, dipping back to-
wards 400,000, and only returning 
to the pre-crash high in 2011, when 
it again topped half a million. The 
numbers continued to grow by leaps 
and bounds, according to figures 
from the Icelandic Tourist Board. 
 During the banking boom, Ice-
landers tried very hard to present 
themselves a modern, sophisti-
cated country with a sound grasp 
of finance—the Switzerland of the 
North. The collapse showed just how 
far off the mark we were, but it was 
the volcano that finally returned us 
the image we held for the previous 
200 years—a wild, magical, mystical 

land, full of unpredictable natural 
occurrences such as these. In other 
words, exactly what people wanted 
to see. 
 Today, Iceland is hardly cheap, 
with prices creeping back towards 
pre-2008 levels (for us who get paid 
in króna it was always expensive, it is 
now even more so). Yet tourism keeps 
booming, with upwards of a million 
tourists projected to visit Iceland in 
2014—three times the local popula-
tion. So, just what are we to make of 
all of this?

The Athens of the 
North

The results have been largely ben-
eficial. After the economic collapse, 
a decade or more of hardship was 
expected, as appears to be the case 
in Greece. But suddenly, everyone 
seems to be doing well again. Vil-
lages in the countryside are no lon-

ger demanding their own alumini-
um plants for job-creation, instead 
opening quirky little museums and 
hosting cultural festivals. And peo-
ple are finally beginning to see the 
value of untouched nature, now that 
tourism has given them a way to put 
a price tag on it. In Reykjavík, the 
bars are packed every night, host-
ing live bands or DJs; the restaurants 
are always full, and even if a store on 
Laugavegur goes under, something 
else pops up to take its place right 
away. There are no bricked up win-
dows to be seen, and scant evidence 
of a country suffering the fallout of 
an unprecedented economic crisis. 
Crisis? What crisis? 
 Culture is benefiting too. Local 
record shops were on the verge of go-
ing out of business a few years ago, 
but now stores such as Smekkleysa 
and Lucky Records cater to the dis-
cerning tastes of music tourists. Ice-
landic music, literature and films are 
doing remarkably well for a country 
of this size. If we are an Athens of the 
north, it’s more in a cultural sense 
than in a financial one. 

Puffin shops and  
Palmolive

Iceland has been widely lauded for 
putting its bankers in jail, for refus-
ing to allow its citizens to shoulder 
debts to foreign venture capitalists, 
for being a free press haven, and for 
crowd-sourcing its new constitution. 
But on closer inspection, this image 
is at the very best an exaggeration. 
We got off lightly from the economic 
collapse not due to our own ingenu-
ity - it was mostly the tourism boom 
that saved us. If volcanic eruptions 
could be started the same way gey-
sers were in my youth—by pouring 
soap into them—we would for sure 
be passing around the Palmolive and 
heading to the craters. 
 But life can’t all be Puffin shops 
and woolly jumpers. The Iceland of 
2014 is starting to feel suspiciously 
like the Iceland of 2007. As if to prove 
the point, last year we re-elected the 
very parties that caused the collapse 
in the first place. What has some-
times been called a “2007 attitude,” 
in reference to the high-tide of the 
banking boom, has manifested itself 
once again in regards to tourism. As 

with the banks, everyone wants in 
on the action, with discretion never 
being the better part of valour. Ev-
eryone with a spare room is renting 
it out, or moving back in with their 
parents so they can auction it off 
to authenticity seeking travellers. 
Hotels keep popping up all over the 
place, sometimes obscuring the very 
things that people come here to see. 
It has become virtually impossible 
for young Icelanders to find a place 
to rent or buy, with property owners 
instead preferring to rent out short 
term during the ever-expanding 
tourist season.  

The Mallorca of the 
North

So how much is enough then? Some 
people prophesise (with euro or dol-
lar signs in their eyes) that we’ll see 
1.5 to 2 million people arriving each 
year by the end of the decade. But 
how much footfall can our tradition-
ally untouched countryside actually 
take? As we find out, the dark side of 
the tourism boom 
will become ever 
more apparent. Off-
road driving tears 
up moss that’s been 
millions of years 
in the making, and 
thousands of hiking 
boots leave visible 
impact wherever 
they go. 
 And for that 
matter, how much 
can the infrastruc-
ture of Reykjavík 
itself take before 
it becomes a Mal-
lorca of the North, 
reduced to a sorry 
collection of tour-
ist shops, bars and 
restaurants that 
locals stay well away from? My local 
barber, to name but one example, is 
being pushed out of the salon he has 
worked in for decades as the building 
owners want to turn it into a hostel. 
And just this week, it was announced 
that the owners of the JL House in 
Vesturbær, which currently houses 
an independent academic institute, 
want to turn it into a hotel. Every-
thing from our haircuts to what goes 

on inside our heads is in danger of 
being sacrificed (and marginalized) 
to the almighty tourist Króna.    
 Some people, remembering 2008, 
are afraid that the tourist boom is 
going to end just as suddenly as the 
banking one did. But this doesn’t 
seem likely, at least in the immedi-
ate future. When a place has been 
discovered as a popular tourist des-
tination, it very rarely disappears 
from the map again. That said, the 
number of tourists cannot keep in-
creasing exponentially—unlike the 
banks, whose imaginary wealth had 
no basis in reality, the things people 
come to see here are very real and 
aren’t going away anytime soon, even 
despite the increasing threat to their 
integrity. 
 There’s no sign of Iceland’s snow-
balling international profile slow-
ing down. More and more movies 
are being made here, with the next 
instalments of two of the world’s 
biggest franchises, James Bond and 
Star Wars, set to be partially shot in 
Iceland. Icelandic culture continues 
to do well abroad, with Of Monsters 

and Men being our 
latest musical su-
perstars; Icelandic 
literature has be-
come fashionable 
in France after the 
success of Auður 
Ava Ólafsdóttir, and 
strongman Hafþór 
Júlíus Björnsson 
frequently appears 
in Game of Thrones. 
These successes 
all serve to remind 
prospective travel-
lers of the wonders 
of Iceland, even 
if the prospective 
Bárðarbunga erup-
tion lets us down. 
 All we really 
have to fear, then, 

is ourselves. For the time being, the 
most pressing question remains—
how much tourism a small country 
can take? The gold-rush mentality of 
old is now returning in a new form, 
with predictable results—let’s just 
hope we manage this boom better 
than we did the last one.            

“In Reykjavík, the bars 
are packed every night, 
hosting live bands or 
DJs; the restaurants are 
always full, and even if 
a store on Laugavegur 
goes under, something 
else pops up to take its 
place right away.”

Feature| Tourism

23
The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 13 — 2014



24
The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 13 — 2014

In fact, it was probably the Irish who ar-
rived first of all, as the Sagas mention the 
presence of Irish monks predating any 
Norse settlement. No one knows how 
long they stayed, as they disappear quite 
suddenly from the sources, perhaps after 
incidents involving Viking battle-axes, or 
perhaps departing of their own accord 
to pre-empt such incidents. In any case, 
they may have used Iceland as some sort 
of spiritual retreat, entering the annals of 
history as Iceland’s first ever tourists. 

The Dog-Day King
It was only in the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries—when young aristocrats start-
ed travelling the world, inventing mod-
ern tourism in the process—that people 
started visiting Iceland to see the sights. 
Incidentally, much like the ongoing tour-
ism boom, this one was presaged by a 
volcanic eruption. In 1783 Laki erupted, 
killing almost quarter of the population 
and blowing ash everywhere, destroying 
crops all over Europe, and possibly caus-
ing the widespread hardships that led to 
the French Revolution. The sans-culottes 
may not have been aware of the Iceland 
connection, but in 1809, the revolution 
came these shores in the form of Iceland’s 
most famous 19th Century visitor, Jörgen 
Jörgensen. 
 Jörgen was a Dane, in the service of 
English soap merchants. He took over 
the country, declared independence from 
Denmark and ruled for 100 days before 
being deposed by the British Navy, who 
then returned the island to the Danes. 
Jörgen went to his grave in Australia de-
cades later, still calling himself the King 
of Iceland. Over here, he’s still fondly re-
ferred to as Jörgen the Dog-Day King, in 
reference to the dog days of summer that 
he ruled here.
 Of course, Jörgen wasn’t really a tour-
ist without purpose. He came to engage 
in trade, and just happened to proclaim 
himself ruler of the island during his 
visit. His boss, however, a certain Joseph 
Banks, can perhaps legitimately be said 

to be the first modern tourist to Iceland. 
And of course, he came here by accident.       

Shakespeare insults us
Iceland is rarely mentioned in English 
literature before the late 18th Century, 
although a couple of examples do spring 
to mind. Shakespeare was apparently 
familiar with the Icelandic sheep dog, 
“Pish for thee, Iceland Dog! Thou prick-
eared cur of Iceland!“ being one of his 
better insults. And 
the great scholar Dr. 
Samuel Johnson, 
a man of wide and 
profound learning, 
was known for being 
able to quote verba-
tim a whole chapter 
on snakes in Iceland 
from Niels Horre-
bow’s ‘Natural His-
tory of Iceland’ from 
1752. It ran thusly: 
“There are no snakes 
in Iceland.” 
 But it was Sir Jo-
seph Banks who led 
the first English ex-
pedition to Iceland, 
thereby bringing the 
country to the atten-
tion of educated Eng-
lishmen for the first time. 
 Sir Banks had in fact been planning 
an expedition to the Pacific along with 
James Cook, but since this turned out to 
be too expensive, he decided on Iceland 
instead. A member of Banks’ expedition, 
Uno Von Troil, published an account in 
which he comments on the country’s 
whales, volcanoes and cuisine, but con-
cludes that it is a “dreary land so little 
favoured by nature that one is tempted 
to believe it impossible to be inhabited 
by any human creature.” But, as with 
Hrafna-Flóki, Von Troil’s warnings did 
not keep people away. Rather the oppo-
site, as English visitors now started com-
ing to our shores, many of them to see the 

already-famous volcanoes. 

The French discover  
Iceland

At the time, Iceland’s best-known sight 
was the volcano Hekla. A medical stu-
dent named Henry Holland visited it in 
1810, later describing the effect of enter-
ing the crater as “at once extraordinary 
and pleasing—The magical palaces of an 
eastern tale, could not have been better 

illustrated to the eye.” 
Holland’s account, 
like most travelogues 
to this day, describes 
Iceland as at once 
magical and exotic, 
even comparing it to 
the orient rather than 
to Europe. More trav-
ellers subsequently 
came to Iceland in the 
19th century; many 
of them developing a 
deep fascination for 
the country, a condi-
tion which later schol-
ars of these travels 
have sometimes called 
“Iceland on the brain,” 
more recently termed 
“Icelandophilia.” One 
of these new fans was 

William Morris, whose translation of the 
Icelandic Sagas had a profound impact on 
modern day fantasy writers such as CS 
Lewis and JRR Tolkien. 
 The most famous work of 19th cen-
tury literature set in Iceland is of course 
Frenchman Jules Verne’s ‘Journey To 
The Centre Of The Earth.’ Verne never 
actually came to Iceland (in fact, he rarely 
left his office), but based his descriptions 
on travelogues by his countrymen. The 
French scientist Gaimard, referenced by 
Verne, explored everything from the Ice-
landic potato to the nether parts of Ice-
landic women to determine if they looked 
the same as in other countries. 

The invention of the dirty 
weekend

By the turn of the 20th Century, then, we 
can already see the beginnings of tourism 
in Iceland. Perhaps surprisingly, it was 
the British who brought environmental 
tourism, the Americans who brought cul-
tural tourism and the French who came 
to research the loins of local women. 
 But foreigners only started coming 
in large numbers during World War II, 
when the British Army arrived in 1940, 
with American troops following a year 
later. As in the Napoleonic Wars, this was 
more to occupy the country than explore 
the sights, and after the end of the war, 
the soldiers were sent home or confined 
to their base in Keflavík. With 60,000 
foreign soldiers suddenly stationed in a 
country of 120,000, the occupation cer-
tainly increased Icelanders’ awareness of 
the outside world, but the outside world 
paid little attention in return.  
 And no wonder. During the first de-
cades of the Cold War, Iceland seemed 
a dreary place. There were few visitors, 
and it was difficult to leave due to expen-
sive flights and currency restrictions. In 
order to get foreign currency, one would 
have to make an appointment with a 
manager of one of the local banks, and 
his goodwill determined how much you 
would get. Obviously, it helped if you 
were related. 

Slower but lower
In the ‘50s, the airline Loftleiðir started 
flying transatlantic routes between New 
York and Luxemburg employing outdat-
ed propeller aircraft. “We are slower, but 
we are lower,” was the company motto. 
In the late ’60, Loftleiðir became known 
as “the Hippie Express,” transporting 
young Americans to Europe who cared 
more about low cost than punctuality. 
Among those taking the trip was a young 
Bill Clinton. Iceland became a stopover 
for transcontinental travellers, but ironi-
cally, it was still very expensive to fly 
from Iceland, as the company held a de 
facto monopoly. Flights from Iceland to 
the USA, for instance, were much more 
expensive than the other way around. 

Enter Björk
When I was a young lad in the UK in 
the ‘80s, Iceland seemed to exist in most 
people’s imaginations—if at all—as a little 
known place that was probably home to 
polar bears and Santa Claus.  Icelanders 
prided themselves on winning various 
Miss World and Strongest Man in the 
World titles, cementing the prevailing 
image of Iceland as a nation of latter-day 

Vikings and supermodel waitresses. But 
the proper outside recognition Iceland-
ers so lusted for was in the end spurred 
by music.  
 In the mid-‘80s, the world’s most fa-
mous Icelander was a well-respected fel-
low named Magnus Magnusson, a BBC 
TV presenter who was born in Iceland, 
but had spent his whole life in Scotland. 
As if to assert his Icelandicness, Magnus 
went on to translate many of the Sagas 
into English, and retained Icelandic citi-
zenship until the day he died. 
 Then came Björk. When the Sugar-
cubes’ “Birthday “was voted single of 
1988 by Melody Maker in 1988, young 
people in the UK started developing an 
interest in the country. 
 Björk’s solo career started taking off 
in 1993, and it wound up bringing even 
more international attention than her 
band had. Iceland was fast becoming a 
modern country, but in the video to her 
breakthrough single “Human Behav-
iour,” Björk still can’t resist indulging in 
a little bit of Iceland exoticism, which 
seems to have not changed much since 
the 19th century, presenting herself as a 
pixie closely in tune with nature. 

Britpop in Iceland
When “Cool Britannia” took off in Lon-
don the next year, Iceland felt the effects 
immediately. It had never before seemed 
so close to the centre of the universe. In-
stead of the burnt-out hard rock bands 
that used to stop by Iceland during the 
‘80s (Status Quo, Meatloaf, Kiss, Europe), 
some of Britain’s hottest acts started 
coming over to play and party as Björk 
mingled with the world’s most popular 
and progressive acts in London and New 
York. 
 Everyone from Blur’s Damon Albarn 
to Mel B of the Spice Girls could now be 
spotted on the streets of Reykjavík, some-
times arm in arm with local paramours. 
In the wake of Björk, Sigur rós, Gusgus, 
múm, Quarashi, and others who made a 
splash internationally (the most recent 
example being Of Monsters and Men). 
The movie ‘101 Reykjavík,’ largely set 
in Albarn’s old haunt Kaffibarinn (still 
going strong!), helped establish Reyk-
javík as a party Mecca and the Iceland 
Airwaves festival, which soon attracted 
many visitors, was started in 1999.
 And in the wake of the stars came the 
general public. Running into tourists, ex-
change students and other visitors to Ice-
land stopped being an oddity and became 
a somewhat regular occurrence. Iceland 
might still be exotic, but it was no longer 
completely unknown. 

 

Everyone knows that Ingólfur Arnarson (that chap with the spear thing on the hill over-
looking the city centre) was Iceland’s first settler. But, he was not the first person to set 
foot upon it. A few years before the settlement, which is assumed to have started in 874, 
a Swede named Garðar arrived, naming the place Garðarshólmur before abruptly leav-
ing again (thankfully, modern-day Swedish tourists no longer feel entitled to go around 
naming the country after themselves). Not long after, a Norwegian named Hrafna-Flóki 
(“Raven-Flóki”) arrived to spend an entire winter on the island and, not much impressed, 
subsequently re-named it Iceland, as a warning to others. Flóki never returned, but the 
name stuck. Iceland’s first tourism boom ended soon after, as people from Flóki’s home-
land, disregarding the brand name, started settling, bringing along scores of reluctant 
Irishmen to till the fields and such.

Iceland On The Brain:  
1200 Years Of Tourism  
In Iceland 

Words by Valur Gunnarsson

Photo by Sigtryggur Ari / DV ehf
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“Shakespeare was ap-
parently familiar with 
the Icelandic sheep dog, 
“Pish for thee, Iceland 
Dog! Thou prick-eared 
cur of Iceland!“ being 
one of his better insults.”
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List�of�licenced�Tour�
Operators�and�Travel�
Agencies�on: �

visiticeland.com

Licensing and
registration of travel-
related services
The Icelandic Tourist Board issues licences to tour operators and travel agents, 
as well as issuing registration to booking services and information centres.

Tour operators and travel agents are required to use a special logo approved 
by the Icelandic Tourist Board on all their advertisements and on their Internet 
website.

Booking services and information centres are entitled to use a Tourist 
Board logo on all their material. The logos below are recognised by the 
Icelandic Tourist Board.

It makes for great people-watching. Within 
a few steps of each other, one can see an 
ancient Japanese lady gamely clambering 
onto one of the pedestrian-zone-sign fake 
bikes for a photo-op; dreamy-eyed, hand-
holding Nordic couples floating by with 
peaced-out smiles on their faces; well-to-
do Germans in matching specially-bought 
and wildly unnecessary extreme weather 
gear. Chinese tour parties seem increas-
ingly common, moving as a unit, sniping 
off predetermined 101 highlights. Slow-
moving hippie oldsters meander through 
the city with their practical sandals and 
knapsacks, alongside hard-to-ignore 
baseball-capped American buddies who 
talk at carefree volume about their new 
cars, old loans, future mortgages, wives 
and kids and favourite beer brands. Awk-
ward teenagers mope along behind par-
ents of all nationalities, not quite old or 
confident enough to be here alone; hipster 
tourists with shades, tote bags and Mac-
Books haunt the coffee shops, indistin-
guishable from the 
locals but for their 
unfamiliar faces. As 
the afternoon turns 
to evening, the hen-
night and bachelor 
party crews arrive, 
along with raucous 
pairs and packs of 
Frenchmen, English-
men and Spaniards 
hitting the 101 bar circuit early. 
 More and more of the world comes to 
Reykjavík every summer, and with them 
comes an enjoyable carnival atmosphere. 
But over the last years, the tourists have 
gone from being a trickle to a torrent, 
becoming a dominant, impossible-to-
ignore presence. Almost without excep-
tion, change breeds discontent, with an 
increasing number of locals voicing feel-
ings of frustration in conversation or on 
social media. Whereas Londoners have 
known for years to avoid Oxford Street at 
all costs during the summer months, lest 
they become trapped in a traffic jam of 
frustratingly slow-moving, photo-snap-
ping visitors, little old Reykjavík is new to 
this game. As such, some are struggling 
to deal with the change, and increasingly 
ragging on incomers, spitting out the word 

“tourist” with resignation or even con-
tempt.

Tourists are ruining everything

To be fair, there are a variety of legitimate 
grievances to choose from. Iceland, and 
especially downtown Reykjavík, is in the 
midst of an unprecedented and seem-
ingly unmanaged tourism gold rush, with 
destructive consequences. Landlords are 
converting downtown apartments from 
homes into tourist flats (there are currently 
1,000 Airbnb listings for Reykjavík alone), 
muscling locals out of coveted city-centre 
properties and making house-hunting a 
frustrating and borderline traumatic expe-
rience. Local cultural landmarks such as 
Nasa and the Smiðjustígur concert venue 
that once housed Grand Rokk and Fak-
torý have closed, to be redeveloped into 
hotels by Icelandic businessmen eager to 
accommodate demand. The best bars are 
crowded, the top restaurants are regularly 

fully booked, and for 
those sensitive about 
privacy it’s hard to 
step out of the house 
without being the 
background of a holi-
day snap. 
 And, inevitably, 
there are oddballs 
and wildcards in the 
crowd, reported with 
a kind of rubber-

necking amusement by local media, The 
Reykjavík Grapevine included. From the 
“glacial picnickers,” to the Prime Minis-
ter's-lawn streaker who had his clothes 
nicked, to the disoriented old dude who 
took a dump in the street for some rea-
son—all become anecdotes that inadver-
tently feed a subtle swing towards the 
perception that “tourists are stupid.” 
 Tangle all of the above together, and 
it’s plain to see why Reykjavík’s traditional 
attentive curiosity towards newcomers 
might be eroding somewhat. Whereas 
just a few years ago, an overheard foreign 
accent might attract bar conversations, 
today visitors are ten-a-penny, and often 
greeted with reflexive disinterest. At the 
more fierce end of the spectrum, there 
have been Facebook statuses, tweets and 

shared anecdotes from locals that seem 
to move past discontent and towards a 
less wholesome, generalised brand of xe-
nophobia—blaming things like bike theft, 
burglary and property damage on im-
migrants and tourists, on evidence slim 
enough to suggest prejudice.

Not so fast! 

It’s important to note that bad behaviour 
is the exception rather than the rule. For 
every thoughtless off-the-path footprint 
at a hot spring, there are thousands of 
people who respectfully stayed on track. 
For every inexplicable street-pooper, there 
are hundreds of thousands of people who 
elected to use the bathroom. And for ev-
ery over-entitled asshole who tried to 
grope or bother a pretty girl or guy in a bar, 
there's the less talked-about majority with 
a healthy interest in getting to know the 
locals. Tourism brings with it a flow of fresh 
faces, new ideas, different backgrounds 
and alternative perspectives, all of them 
adding valuable variety to the cultural life 
of the capital.
 And after all, it isn't the tourists who 
are knocking down music venues. Ice-
landic business owners are at the back of 
the queue when it comes to complaining 
about the boom, and it's evident to anyone 
who plays music, works in a bar, mans the 
desk at a hotel or waits tables at a restau-
rant that tourism brings a much needed 
shot in the arm to local businesses and 
their employees. And with an increased 
demand for activities such as street per-
formance, weeknight DJs and live music, 
the tourism boom is enabling Reykjavík’s 
young creative class to sustain themselves 
in a way that was much more difficult be-
fore.
 Tourists themselves are, on an indi-
vidual level, largely blameless for the is-
sues that this surge of Icelandophilia has 
brought. Whilst occasionally annoying 
if you're in a rush, most of them are just 
wide-eyed explorers and holiday-makers 
with no desire to bother anyone. But like 
Lake Mývatn, Reykjavík's accepting and 
carefree social ecosystem is delicate—one 
only hopes it'll weather the changes better 
than the marimo.

Laugavegur, running as it does directly through the heart of 101 Reykjavík, becomes a 
very cosmopolitan street in summertime. Temporarily pedestrianised, it transforms into 
a lively boulevard filled with music, street food, public art, craft stalls, picnic tables, sun-
loungers, and rails of lopapeysur (or raincoats and scarves, just in case). An international 
throng of happy campers appear out of nowhere. It can be plain bewildering just how 
busy the street is, compared to the rest of the year.

Photo
Magnús Andersen

Words
John Rogers is a writer, artist and music person who has spent inordinate amounts of time 
in Reykjavík since 2007. His first book, 'Real Life,' came out via Habitat in January 2014.

Is 101 sleepwalking 
towards xenophobia?

"Well, It Was Probably  
A Tourist That Did It..."

“Tourists themselves 
are, on an individual 
level, largely blameless 
for the issues that this 
surge of Icelandophilia 
has brought. ”



When I first experienced Iceland some fifteen years ago, 
it was an aspirational destination. It still is, but Iceland has 
since become more affordable, and thus accessible to almost 
anyone. Increased accessibility has resulted in a constantly 
growing number of tourists, far beyond what’s sustainable or 
safe for Iceland’s fragile infrastructure and ecosystem.

Words
Ian R. Sykes
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Our kitchen is open
17.00–23.00 sun.–thu.
17.00–24.00 fri.–sat.

Amazing
6 course menu

Starts with a shot of the Icelandic 
national spirit “Brennivín“

Arctic char
with cucumber andcoriander

Smoked puffin
with yuzu mayo

Minke whale
with celeriac purée

Reindeer burger
with portobello mushroom

Icelandic free range lamb fillet
with cinnamon potato

And to end on a high note ....
“Skyr“ panna cotta with white chocolate

and raspberry sorbet

6.990 kr.
 

A unique Icelandic Feast

Opening hours September — May

9:00 — 18:00 weekdays

10:00 — 17:00 saturdays

12:00 — 17:00 sundays

Aðalstræti 10, Reykjavík

Museum of Design and Applied Art, Garðabær

(354) 517 7797 — kraum@kraum.is

Find us on Facebook
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For example, at landmarks Gullfoss and 
Geysir, on “cruise ship days,” one has to 
queue by the fence to catch a glimpse of 
the waterfall—as if it were a ride at Disney-
land—diminishing the very experience that 
people have come for. It is furthermore 
a well known fact that the large cruise 
groups responsible bring very little busi-
ness to local service providers—most of 
them eat onboard the ships, and buy any 
tours through agencies that squeeze local 
operators by offering cheaper deals, pock-
eting the difference.

“Thousands of crappers”

Iceland is also experiencing an influx of 
cut-price DIY tourists, backpackers and 
cyclists. Whilst this might seem on the sur-
face like an environmentally friendly way 
to travel, we must remember that those 
travellers can also be litterbugs—after 
all, who wants to carry waste to the next 
trash can when they can just leave it under 
a rock? Those tourists’ bodily functions 
also need to be catered for—however, they 
can’t hold on while they walk or cycle to 
the next toilet, so the land often acts as 
waste receptacle. Sure, Mother Nature 
can care for a few backpacking Iceland-
ers— but thousands of crappers at popular 
spots she cannot. And on this subject, the 
sewer systems in our towns and our city: 
were they built to take a threefold increase 
in waste release? Is the government in-
vesting in—or at least saving up for—ways 
to counter the inevitable?
 Even when the modern tourist does 
get the chance to stop by a service pro-
vider, does he use it? NO! I have witnessed 
many an example of what I call the de-
struction of our country. For example, at 
Gullfoss, a foreign bus pulled up by the 
visitor centre, and while the group went 
to enjoy the sights, a guide stayed behind 
and laid out lunchboxes onto the picnic 
tables (over half of that food did not come 
from Icelandic stores). He seemed to think 
it was his right to use someone’s facili-
ties without paying a thing. Yet he makes 
money from the sale of this holiday, while 
not even paying the tax to Iceland. What 
did Iceland get from that particular group? 
Rubbish, blown away, that they didn’t even 
bother chasing after.
  And are the ferry ports properly con-
trolled when they arrive; are their vehicles 
vetted?  I guess not, because far too many 
coaches and 4x4s come carrying their 
own groceries, with full gas tanks and ex-
tra fuel in the boot. All tax-free. 

It’s fine time 

To counter this, I suggest that the gov-
ernment establish a vetting staff, trained 
to inspect every vehicle that enters the 
country. Through the added revenue, that 
team would fund itself and provide job op-
portunities. Cars found laden with food or 
excess fuel would pay duty on it, or face a 
heavy fine.
 Also, any group of cars with tour stick-
ers, or registered under a tour company 
name, should be made to prominently dis-

play their Icelandic tour operator licence. 
I’d bet many of those currently profiting off 
Iceland do not have one; they should be 
made to pay the proper licence fee, and 
probably suffer a fine, too. Didn’t know 
about it? Tough. You knew enough about 
Iceland to make money out of it—so go find 
out the rules of operation! No doubt, when 
the once pristine country they’re exploit-
ing has been devastated and reduced to 
a theme park, they’ll move on to the next 
one, leaving nowt but rubbish behind.
  Iceland cannot sustain the increase in 
tourism it has experienced of late. We need 
to control the flow, to ensure that it lasts. 
At the current rate, we will be exhausted 
by 2018—as a result, fewer will come. We 
need to find ways to keep the number 
hovering around the 700,000 mark, which 
is both manageable and sustainable. Ice-
land must become what it once was: the 
country to aspire to visit when you can af-
ford it, not just another cut-price package 
holiday.
  How will they fill tourist rental apart-
ments during off-season and after the 
inevitable downturn? By cutting prices, 
of course. Iceland slowly becomes a cut-
price, low-service tourist dumping ground.
  My plea to the government and the 
Icelandic tourist business community is 
this: listen to other opinions, because 
yours may not be based on the right 
knowledge and ground-level experience. 
I’m sorry if this suggestion offends the 
people in question, and I hope it’s taken 
in the spirit it was meant—one of preserv-
ing our wonderful country and our tour-
ist economy in a sustainable and mindful 
fashion.
 Iceland cannot afford the destructive 
learning curve it is currently on—the land is 
too fragile. The transition we are currently 
in the midst of needs to be carefully man-
aged, but at the moment it feels like there’s 
nobody at the wheel.

About the author: 

Ian R. Sykes is a retired Tourism and Hos-
pitality Lecturer, with 47 years of industry 
experience. He and his wife of 42 years, 
Frances, moved to Iceland four years ago, 
and currently reside in Álftanes. Both have 
been in the hospitality and tourism busi-
ness all their lives (they even met at hos-
pitality college!). 
 Ian used to work giving lectures in 
hospitality and tourism, and he has written 
training booklets on the subject. He was 
involved at the onset of the Visit Scotland 
“Welcome...,” initiative, training people 
how to sell the same services to different 
tourist groups. As a retirement package, 
Ian learned to drive commercial heavy 
trucks and buses, and undertook the 
World Host trainer programme. He now 
works as a freelance driver. Meanwhile, 
Frances also passed her test to drive mini-
buses commercially, and now runs a small 
guesthouse that is consistently in TripAd-
visor’s top five rankings.

Tourism: The 
Destruction Of 
Iceland
A strong title, sure, but bear with 
me whilst I explain…
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PU$$WHIPPE '93 
MANIFESTOEN

Much like the above-quoted dope UK 
hip-hop track, LORD PUSSWHIP is 
a critical reaction to the local music 
scene; to the inertia and nepotism of 
the Icelandic music industry; to typi-
cal small-town boredom. I do not want 
to make music that's easy, formulaic or 
safe. I want the explosiveness—the fun, 
the surprise, the batshit insanity. We 
Icelanders are so open-minded and of 
course everyone agrees that our music 
scene is perfect and that everything is 
just fine. But for me, something was 
missing. Lord Pusswhip is a mutant, a 
musical carnivore, a curse. Spawned 
out of the muck—forged from the flames 
of the lame.
 For the uninitiated: there was gen-
erally not a lot of interesting music go-
ing on in Iceland in the 60s and 70s (a 
few exceptions aside). However, in the 
dreaded 80s, everything changed. 
 Punk, like most trends, arrived 
late to Iceland. Director Friðrik Þór 
Friðriksson’s 1984 rockumentary ‘Rokk 
í Reykjavík’ documented this strange 
new music at a critical time. In the film 
you could see up-and-comers such as 
Björk, Einar Örn and others—people 
who would in a few years start The 
Sugarcubes and the accompanying re-
cord label Smekkleysa (“Bad Taste”). 
Bad Taste's motto was: “World domina-
tion or death.” The expansion of Icelan-
dic music had begun. The Sugarcubes 
were fresh, odd and different. This was 
a paradigm shift in Icelandic culture, 
but it also created a few myths.
 Yes, Iceland’s music and art scene 

is quite interesting and vibrant rela-
tive to its size, “per capita” as they say, 
but the biggest running joke in Ice-
land is that we're always the greatest 
at something “per capita.” We do have 
an inflated view of our culture and our-
selves—we're among the few countries 
in the world that somehow manages to 
earnestly and regularly spout national-
istic drivel without it being called out as 
fascist fantasizing. And when it comes 
to our music, I think it's a post-Björk 
thing—at some point we were told that 
we make great music, and we believed 
it. Foreigners with a culture boner did 
too.
 A long way from Björk's progressive 
and futurist artistry, some of the big 
musical acts here play extremely safe, 
festival-friendly music. I'm not hatin’ on 
those fine folks—I just don't want any-
thing to do with that type of dour bland-
ness. The moment we become content 
is the moment we stop striving to do 
better, and more. Hip-hop is a vehicle 
for change, a crusher of the mediocre 
and the ultimate art of one-upmanship.
 By now you're probably asking your-
self: “Who is this man? Why is he shout-
ing at me?” 
 I will continue to shout at you for a 
little while longer. 
 I will continue to shout at you for a 
little while longer, because it is fun and 
I want to keep doing it. Because it feels 
so right… so fulfilling. Better than sex.
 Life is cray-cray. Fuck with me. 

Pusswhip’s Picks:

Local legends in the making,  
according to the connoisseur

Marteinn!
A parking meter dude by day, a top DJ 
and producer at night. Marteinn is defi-
nitely one of Iceland’s top three hip-hop 
producers; his turnt-up, upbeat tracks 
sound like he should be working with 
the big guys in the USA.
www.soundcloud.com/vavaviva

Vrong
I've probably made most of my beat col-
laborations with the homie Lord Vrong, 
for example the beat to the fabled “Met-
ro Nome” (with Antwon and Wiki93). 
Check out his ultra-blunted 90s revival. 
www.soundcloud.com/vrong

russian.girls
Gulli from Fufanu on the droney, psy-
chedelic tip. Washes of feedback and 
ominous guitar melodies. See him live 
for the whole shebang (hint, hint: mush-
room season is here).
www.soundcloud.com/russian-girls

Geimfarar
The extremely chill and laid back Icelan-
dic crew Geimfarar (“Cosmonauts”) hail 
from downtown Reykjavík. Effortless 
stuff that doesn't take itself too seriously.
www.soundcloud.com/geimfarar

“I don't give a fuck
on that new school punk shit, 
all these niggas suck
this that new school funk shit,
Dizzee fell off 
and Kano did too”

Bounequou Fitzroi, 
aka Zack Taylor, from the song “SHUT THE FUCK UP”

Photo
Provided by Writers Retreat

Words
Lord Pusswhip

Fuck You.  
Fuck With Me. 

STATE-
MENT
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MADE IN ICELAND  www.jswatch.com

With his legendary concentration and 45 years of experience our Master 
Watchmaker ensures that we take our waterproofing rather seriously.  
Gilbert O. Gudjonsson, our Master Watchmaker and renowned craftsman, 
inspects every single timepiece before it leaves our workshop.
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GUÐMUNDUR KRISTINSSON

THE SUMMERLAND
The Deceased 

describe their 

Passing and Reunion

in the Other World

THE SUM
M

ERLAND
GUÐM

UNDUR 

Á
rnesútgáfan 
Iceland - 2014

In this book are conver-
sations with deceased 
persons and the author’s 
son who was killed in 
a car-accident and the 
author’s brother-in-
law who was killed 
E\�D�8�%RDW�LQ�����  
– about their passing 
and what happened to 
them afterwards. We 
have conversations 
with GHFHDVHG�%ULWLVK�
DLUPHQ from WWII 
and &DSWDLQ�5LFKDUG�
'XUVW of U.S. 5th 
Infantry Division. 

We read about Horace 
S. Hambling’s unique mediumship and how 
3UHVLGHQW�/LQFROQ was urged from the Beyond 
to proclaim freedom of the slaves. Visions during 
a holiday trip abroad and at deathbeds and 
IXQHUDOV. And of a Traveller in the Spirit World. 

Gusgus - Mexico
2014

www.gusgus.com

Slick, brazen party music that 
moves hearts as well as feet

Gusgus didn't seem like a 
band that was in it for the 
long haul. Starting as a 
loosely strung collective of 

musicians, filmmakers, producers and 
vocalists, they seemed to the outsider 
like a mercurial proposition—a 
bubbling experimental formula with 
equal potential to expand, evaporate 
or explode. But after nine studio 
albums made over 
almost two dec-
ades, Gusgus would 
be an essential in- 
clusion on the Per- 
iodic Table of Ice- 
landic Bands. They've not only 
continued, but thrived, recently 
coming into a run of form so rich as to 
become happily confounding. 
 Along the way, they've shed skins 
more times than an old corn snake, 
emerging each time in an incarnation 
more colourful than the last. Initially a 
sprawling twelve-person ambient-pop 
troupe, the band gradually reduced 
in number to just the duo of perma-
members and production mainstays 
President Bongo and Biggi Veira 
around the turn of the millennium, 
before flowering once more into the 
slick and entertaining house-techno 
project of today. 
 ‘24/7’ was the album that 
announced the band's latest 
iteration—a pulsing, organic series of 
sensual anthems. Vocalist Daníel Ágúst 
rejoined, injected a sense of warm 
humanity onto a kinetic foundation 
of 4x4 rhythm, moving not just the 
audience's feet, but their hearts too. 
The lush and luxuriant ‘Arabian Horse’ 
followed, refining the sound further 
and adding new personalities to the 
mix via a return of the breathy, feminine 
elegance of Earth and the arrival of the 
rich baritone of Högni Egilsson. And 
now, in what feels like the completion 
of a classic trilogy, comes the sticky 
heat of ‘Mexico.’ 

 It's an album brimming with 
earworm melodies from the outset. 
"Obnoxiously Sexual" is the opener—a 
perfect pop single, seductive and 
insistent, pulsing with bass and 
bristling with synth hooks. But when a 
string quartet and then a brass band 
swoop in out of nowhere to light up 
the track, it's immediately obvious 
that ‘Mexico’ is something special. It's 

not just a honed 
and crafted house- 
techno-pop record, 
but a bold reworking 
of the Gusgus brand 
of dance music. 

‘Mexico’ is accessible and commercial, 
sure, but the album’s assured, crafted 
and somewhat brazen party music 
also feels like a creative and artistic 
success.
 It's an album studded with 
singles—the simmering vocal of 
"Sustain" glides above persuasive 
micro-melodies; "Another Life" is a 
propulsive track fuelled by echoing 
string-stabs and some excellent 
treated vocals. "God Application" feels 
catchy and light, but lyrically explores 
the rich territory of relationship 
regret; "Crossfade" is a pop song so 
compulsive as to become an immediate 
obsession for many, spreading on 
social media faster than a video of a 
kitten in a shoebox.
 Before its oddly muted final 
song, the album climaxes with "Not 
The First Time," an epic track that 
talks about the need for continued 
evolution and renewal—perhaps the 
very thing that Gusgus do best. Due to 
their consistent creative mutation, the 
combustible chemistry of the project 
held together, maturing and stabilizing 
over time. They're a band in fearsome 
shape and at the absolute top of their 
game—the elemental force they've 
become is something to behold.
  - JOHN ROGERS 

Album
Reviews

“It's an album brimming 
with earworm melodies 
from the outset.”
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Viðey

Skarfabakki 

Elding

Old harbour

Harpa

www.elding.is

Other adventures
Sea Angling daily at 11:00 from 1 May to 31 August 
Puffin Watching daily at 9:30 and 15:00  from 15 May to 15 August 

Elding Whale Watching schedule – all year round

   * From 15 May to 15 September
** From 15 June to 31 July

       
      

    
       

   
     

    

Make sureit’s Elding!

ELDING 
WHALE WATCHING
from Reykjavik

Call us on +354 519 5000
or visit www.elding.is

Jan-Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov-Dec
EL-01 / EL-02 / EL-03

13:00 13:00

9:00 9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

9:00

13:00

17:00* 17:00 17:00 17:00 17:00*

10:00

14:00

10:00

14:00

10:00

14:00
13:00

20:30** 20:30

From Elding (Ægisgarður) to Viðey
11.50 14.50 

From Harpa to Viðey
13.30  15.00

From Skarfabakki to Viðey

From Viðey to Skarfabakki
13.30  

From Viðey to Harpa and Elding (Ægisgarður)
11.30 13.30  14.30 17.30

10.15 11.15 12.15 13.15 14.15 15.15 16.15 17.15 

13.30 

Summer Schedule 15 May - 30 September

14.30 16.30 18.3012.30 

12.00 15.00 

15.30 17.30

Really hidden treasure 
off Reykjavik. 
Well worth a visit.

“
Biffajk taken from TripAdvisor

Island 

#videy
videy.com
533 5055

Regardless of the compilation’s 
targeted market, the album is 
overall a great listen, display-

ing a diverse array of talented musicians 
and thoughtful songwriting that appeals 
to both casual listeners and those who 
seek depth from the speakerbox. Though 
there are certainly more underground, 
classical, metal, and experimental musi-
cians in Iceland that could do with more 
exposure, the majority of music buyers in 
Iceland are visitors, and this album ap-
peals to a mass market rather than your 
more adventurous audience.
 Though the compilation sets Icelandic 
indie music in a more stereotypical “iso-
lated” or folksy rural state (reinforced by 
the album’s landscape cover), the reality 
is that the country is now just as global as 
any other nation. Icelandic musicians are 
able to soak up musical influences from 
around the world. They also have many 
avenues to get their own music heard 
on a global scale. Festivals like Airwaves 
(more of which seem to pop up every 
year) social media channels, and digital 
music sharing all support these musi-
cians’ careers, and you can bet that even 
old-fashioned word of mouth still works 
wonders. 

  Another factor in the appeal of this 
compilation to tourists is language choice. 
Only three tracks on this album are in Ice-
landic, with the rest in English. Language 
choice is often a very telling forecast for 
“saleability” and attracting a global au-
dience (curiously, Sigur Rós manage to 
skirt around this issue entirely with their 
hybrid Hopelandic). Mammút’s “Blóð-
berg” (Icelandic for “wild thyme”) still ap-
peals to non-Icelandic speakers thanks to 
a solid rock melody that a festival-going 
crowd can enjoy. But Ojba Rasta’s “Ég 
veit, ég vona” (“I know, I hope”) stands 
out as a bit of an anomaly: the band is one 
of Iceland’s only reggae bands, and they 
also sing entirely in their native language. 
One can assume it makes for a great live 

performance, and that the band’s catchy 
melodies coupled with the novelty of 
“Icelandic reggae” keep Ojba Rasta on a 
more global radar. 

 The tracks on the compilation that 
stand out as particularly “Icelandic” are 
ones with the more singular points of 
view; they don’t borrow traits from Björk 
or Sigur Rós but rather create their own 
sound worlds with the same convictions 
as their more famous colleagues. Agent 
Fresco’s “Dark Water” is one of these. 
The band is an excellent representation 
for the plurality of Icelandic music today. 
Their rhythms and harmonies are com-
plex but tightly woven, and Arnór Dan 
Arnarson’s crystalline tenor cuts through 
the texture. Their live performances are 
just as riveting as their records, so any 
travellers who may catch them at a venue 
could easily be hooked. Worldwide expo-
sure could come quickly for Agent Fres-
co, but they seem to always focus on the 
music before the marketing, which makes 
the band even more special.

  Lay Low has been building her suc-
cess seemingly one show at a time for 
almost a decade. Along with several in-
ternational tours, she’s played venues as 
diverse as the Vesturbæjarlaug swimming 
pool and the remote Rauðasandur festival 
in the Westfjörds, as well as lending her 
talents to Benny Crespo’s Gang (also 
on this compilation). Her track “Gently” 
has an infectiousness which stems from 
her lullaby-like melodies and alto voice, a 
feature shared with many other Icelandic 
singers. The recent influx of tourists may 
not lead to a meteoric rise in fame for Lay 
Low, but it may end up providing the ex-
tra CD sales that help pay the rent each 
month. 
 Június Meyvant, a native of the tiny 

Vestmannaeyjar archipelago, presents a 
song titled “Color Decay,” which comes 
with a catchy, campfire-esque singabil-
ity and a great brass section. One of the 
most interesting facets of Iceland’s music 
scene right now is surely its horn players. 
Icelanders have yet to become famous 
for their jazz bands or brass sections, 
but in recent years the impressive scope 
of Icelandic trumpeters, saxophonists, et 
cetera has become an interesting feature.

 

 Are these musicians’ livelihoods af-
fected by increasing numbers of tourists 
in the last few years? Definitely. FM Bel-
fast have been making music for several 
years now, and the song “Brighter Days” 
catches a moment in the spotlight. This 
track seems less a product of tourism and 
more a convenient moment for the band’s 
Euro-influenced beats to reach new, 
dance-hungry audiences. Several other 
tracks turn a folkier direction influenced 
by American culture rather than Europe. 
Mono Town’s track “Peacemaker” re-
calls the infectious choruses of now-
famous Of Monsters and Men, who 
have incidentally released music through 
Record Records. 

 The album closes with singer-song-
writer Snorri Helgason’s “Kveðja,” 
which wishes us well. These instrumenta-
tions and guitar techniques come straight 
out of American folk-rock. Perhaps these 
sounds reflect the global market they 
are trying to reach, or perhaps it's just 
an honest embrace of American sounds 
that the bands are discovering from 
abroad. Regardless of intention, the fact 
that these musicians are able to make 
the music they love and have people sup-
port their careers; that is a true Icelandic 
blessing.

Listening to ‘This Is Icelandic Indie Music (Vol. II)’ might make you wonder exactly what 
doesn’t count as “Icelandic Indie Music” these days. Despite the name, this sampling of 
Record Records’ roster carries some of the most prominent bands in the country, and 
like its predecessor, travels through folk, rock, dance, and even reggae. “Indie music” 
and “Icelandic music” are pretty synonymous; if you’re making your own music in Ice-
land, chances are you could be categorized as “indie.” Furthermore, the genre divide 
within Icelandic music is smaller than most anywhere in the world, partly because there 
are fewer people in the country, and partly because the culture often embraces artists 
who explore many different areas.

Words
Nathan Hall
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of Iceland ...

.. in one amazing meal

Icelandic Gourmet FEAst

6.690 kr.

Starts with a shot of the infamous 
Icelandic spirit Brennívín

Followed by 7 delicious tapas: 
Smoked puffin with blueberry 
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Prins Póló –  Sorrí

Monotown, In the Eye of the Storm

2014

www.prinspolo.com

Prins Póló continues to amuse 
and confuse

Recrods Records 2014

www.monotownmusic.com

A valiant folk-rock effort falls  
a bit short

Prins Póló, the essentially one-man-
band project of Svavar Pétur Eysteinsson 
(Skakkamanage), has a new album out 

titled 'Sorrí.' I’m not sure what the “Sorry” is about, 
but perhaps it’s an ironic middle finger to those 
who might not like this very eclectic album. 
 'Sorrí' is a bit of an insider’s album that 
will likely be more amusing to Icelanders than 
foreigners. For starters, it’s all in Icelandic, and 
the melodies flow quickly. It also shows off clever 
Icelandic rhyme schemes. Prins Póló rhymes words 
that an English-language native would never 
dream of, like “sjarma” (“charm”) and “shawarma” 
(the meat preparation, of course). There’s even 
wordplay within lines, like the homophones “sígur” 
and “sýgur” in “Föstudagsmessa” (“Friday Mass”) 
that create the phrase “the floor is sinking, the 
music sucks.” 
 I get the feeling that 'Sorrí' is mostly a lot of 
nonsense, like the lyric in “Bragðarefir”: “If I tell you 
I have never tasted better lasagne/come now to 
the dance party.” Prins Póló’s song titles translate 
to “I’m Coming With The Cream,” “The Beautiful 
Carpenter,” and the best, “Hamster Charm.” Half of 
the album is a house party soundtrack, and there’s 

some quasi-rapping in there too. But the other half 
showcases brooding synths and more thoughtful 
lyrics like “the sun sets down for the last time” and 
“I’m ringing the bells to an ancient paradise.”
 The production value of the album is also a 
little strange. Some songs seem quite lo-fi, with 
Svavar’s guitar and his voice as nearly the only 
instruments. Yet, other songs seem ironically 
overproduced, aiming for Britney Spears glitz 
while relying only on a Casio keyboard. Icelanders 
will recognize these retro sound references from 
the nation’s early punk and pop bands, though 
foreigners might think it’s just one of those wacky 
quirks about Icelandic music.
 Despite all the irreverence, several songs 
on 'Sorrí' will stand out to even a non-Icelandic 
speaker, thanks to their catchy rhythmic phrases, 
infectious hooks, and hummable choruses. And 
once you can dig into the texts about meeting an 
old man at the hospital, or comparing someone to 
a sexy polar bear, or a carpenter riding away on a 
horse... well, you’ll still be confused, but some of 
those lyrics make for pretty good tunes. 
  - NATHAN HALL

The trio of musicians in Monotown 
(two of them brothers) released their 
first album, 'In The Eye Of The Storm,' 
this year. The album is a mix of folk 

harmonies, rock ballads, and up-tempo tracks. 
The title song is one of the most memorable on 
the recording, beginning with a Grizzly Bear-like 
arrangement of strings and layered harmonies, 
which pauses to transform into a more 
traditional rock number with warm electronics 
in the background.
 Sadly the close of the first track is where 
most of the excitement leaves. The album’s lyrics 
strive for simplicity, but end up with clichés: “my 
conscience stings me like a paper cut” cuts the 
deepest. The chorus of “I See” feels juvenile: 
“Give me love into my bed/from my toes unto 
my head/please don’t take long ‘cause soon I’m 
dead.” One of the great things about the English 
language is how easy it is to make words into 
lyrics. But it’s quite difficult to find words that, 
when they fit together, have an energy all their 
own.

 You’ll hear the most character in 
Monotown’s more driving songs. “Two Bullets” 
could be the soundtrack for a thriller, and “No 
More Shall I Fear You” combines the guitar 
effects of spaghetti western films (think Clint 
Eastwood) with the fast bass lines and bends 
and slides of surf rock. But on sparser tracks, 
the same stylistic traits seem out of place, like a 
surfboard propped up in the background of an 
Appalachian band's photo shoot. 
 As an album, 'In the Eye of the Storm' is 
beautifully arranged and mixed; amidst the 
band are background vocals and symphonic 
sprinklings, and these additions keep the songs 
alive. After touring, performing, and promoting, 
Monotown could produce a sophomore 
recording that tightens up loose lyrical threads, 
gives room for experimentation, and blossoms 
into a great record.
  - JOHN ROGERS 



“The Icelandic form of 
hidden people clearly 
differ from the “little” or 
“good” people you might 
know from Italy, Ireland, 
Russia and beyond.”
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K-Bar is a gastro pub with a Korean, Japa-
nese, Icelandic inspired kitchen and quirky 
cocktails. We have eight icelandic craft 
beers on tap and over 100 types in bottles. 
Open all day from breakfast to late night 
snacks. K-Bar is located at Laugavegur 74. 
Ask your reception how to find us or find us 

on facebook.com/kbarreykjavik

Our generation is receptive to elusive 
and mystical elements, hence the ris-
ing interest in the study of folklore and 
old traditions. Perhaps this tendency is 
connected to a search for a new sense 
of truth and beauty. Fearing losing a 
sense of self, we aim to redefine it with 
the help of old ideas; some use reli-
gion, others animate nature and their 
surroundings with spirits and ghosts. 
In Iceland, we have Huldufólk, who 
have through the years played a big 
role in (re-)defining the national char-
acter and may continue to do so still.
 Most of us can agree that the mod-
ern Icelander is prone to keep a door 
open for the Huldufólk phenomenon. 
This is not particularly surprising, 
considering the Icelandic traditions of 
storytelling, yet perhaps the most in-
teresting factor is that what is actually 
believed in isn’t clear to anyone. 
 Be they visible or imagined, gnom-
ish or elfin, the spirits of nature gain 
form in the Huldu-verse. This universe, 
however, may for hundreds of years 
have been heterogeneous to the point 
that its “products” will only reflect the 
state of affairs at one given time, and 
have little substance or form through 
its passage.
 The aim is not to place them as 
spirits as such, substitutes for vener-
ated icons in order to gain or ensure 
a peaceful blessing. Yet, a growing 
interest in defining what Huldufólk 
meant to common Icelanders back in 
the 18th and 19th centuries is on the 
rise, and has given us reasons to better 
understand what it is that they stand 
for. It also addresses the question of 
whether there is a significant differ-
ence between the Icelandic variant 

and the international idea of a hidden 
or ghostly race; the Germanic idea of 
elves or the Irish faeries. 
 Some say that our Huldufólk tradi-
tion is being imposed by generalisa-
tions where two related, yet distinct, 
variations, álfar (“elves”) and Huldufólk 
(“Hidden People”), are merged into 
one en-masse idea that has no basis in 
historical Huldufólk culture or legends.  
 The term “huldu” has a more vi-
brant resonance with the Greek word 
“kryptos” in my mind than with the 
simple “hidden” 
prefix. "Huldu" 
bears a meaning of 
mystis and sacra-
mentum, their sites 
are sacred—en sa-
crum—leading to 
the secrecy chosen 
by the Huldufólk 
themselves. The 
mystical and co-
lourful aura envisaged by clairvoyants 
expresses this Borean sacredness. 
 These folks are not a part of a pa-
gan fantasy-ether, neither are they 
closely knit with the Æsir and Vanir’s 
arcana of heathen mythology or the 
LOTR fantasy world. Though the origi-
nal use of the term “álfr” in Old Norse 
refers to a spirit of a burial ground, the 
Huldufólk are neither ghosts nor spir-
its. 
 For this reason, it is worth acknowl-
edging the ideas espoused by scholars 
such as Terry Gunnell, who encourage 
the use of the term Huldufólk at all 
times while speaking of the Icelandic 
variation, so that in the mind of the 
visitor it does not get infused with the 
elves and faeries of Scandinavia and 

Ireland. The Icelandic form of hidden 
people clearly differ from the “little” or 
“good” people you might know from 
Italy, Ireland, Russia and beyond. The 
word “Huldufólk” encompasses what 
is exclusive to the Icelandic variant, 
despite all the complexity and ambigu-
ity within the Icelandic understanding 
of it.
 However, in my mind, these neigh-
bours of ours are counterparts, our 
outsiders that represent the margin-
alised peoples of every culture in every 

era: the unseen, the 
nameless and face-
less embodiments 
of our hopes and 
fears. And again, 
this may clarify the 
difference between 
the elfish (used to 
describe the ec-
centric Icelandic 
popular icons of the 

Krútt-generation) and the Huldufólk. 
The elfish are not hidden in the sense 
that they are close to our énfantes ter-
riblés of the artworld: elusive but cre-
ative figures half out of this world. It 
may even be said that we had an Elf-
mayor for some years here in Reyk-
javík, and are becoming elfin in that 
regard. 
 In this sense we do have the 
Huldufólk amongst us as well, and hav-
ing met many of our city’s unseen in 
the last years, they are humble people 
and somewhat broken, yet bearing 
potential always in their eyes. I assure 
you that you will find them to be kind 
when treated with respect.

The use and adaption of folklore is changing rapidly in a country flirting with mass tour-
ism, and some of us worry that the highway to cliché is paved with quick fixes. No one 
blames a visitor thirsty to learn about Icelandic storytelling traditions. However, for wit-
nesses of the tourism circus, it’s worth considering which stories are being told and how 
they resonate with Iceland’s cultural legacy.

Photo
Patrice Helmar

Words
Arnaldur Elísabetar Finnsson is a candidatus theologiae who works as a a theological consultant to 
various cultural projects, ranging from strategy and development to fieldwork with Reykjavík’s homeless. 
He lives and works in the Westfjords of Iceland.

The Elusive 
Hidden People
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Savvy Icelanders have always been 
adept at finding their golden eggs. First, 
the nation got rich by working for the 
UK and US militaries who looked after 
us through the Second World War. You 
could say that Iceland came jumping out 
of the third world during the war. Plainly: 
it made us rich. When that was over, a 
lot of herring came swimming by, and we 
sought to kill and sell all of it, constructing 
herring processing plants all over the 
country. Those currently stand empty, 
looking all cool and mysterious. Hard 
work used to be considered a virtue; the 
people working during the herring boom 
would sometimes 
fall asleep standing 
on the “salting 
harbour,” only to 
wake up a few 
minutes later to 
start anew. When 
I speak to my dad 
(who is 88 years 
old) about this, he 
kind of brags about 
all the sixteen-
hour workdays he 
put in—“It wasn’t 
so difficult, I did it 
often," he’ll say. Meanwhile, my mother 
(who is 86) starts every conversation 
by asking, "What are you working on 
now?" She doesn't quite get this crazy 
freelance business I am in, so I get all 
defensive and usually snap at her. They 
are from a different generation, you see. 
“The hard-working generation.”

Get rich, hurry! 

While Icelanders once considered 
working hard a virtue, getting rich quick 
has always been our main goal. After the 
herring “adventure,” many more booms 
(and subsequent busts) have followed. 
At one time, everybody though breeding 
mink for their fur was the thing. The reef 
was quickly filled up with mink farms. A 
little after that, harnessing waterfalls for 

electricity became the main obsession. 
 And now, it's the tourist business. 
You foreign visitors reading this are our 
new herring and mink and waterfalls. 
Swank hotels are the new mink farms, 
the new herring plants. We're currently 
right in the middle of a tourist boom, 
and a lot of folks are already starting to 
worry. Will this end with an inevitable 
bummer? Will all those hotels stand 
empty in a few years’ time, when the 
tourists come to their senses and stop 
hanging out in Iceland?
 People are also getting kind 
of tired of the tourists. They are all 

around and there's 
so many of them. 
The foreign people 
are “trampling on 
our grounds” and 
Icelanders now even 
have to queue up for 
their pylsa and putrid 
shark. Some say that 
we should switch 
our focus to “rich 
tourists”—harvesting 
golden eggs from a 
few really fat geese 
instead of a bunch 

of scrawny ones that—gosh!—even bring 
their own food. To this, I say: why don’t 
we concentrate on just getting ONE 
tourist, the richest man on the planet, 
to spend all his money here? Is that too 
farfetched?
 

Before the gold rush 

I remember Iceland before the tourist 
boom, when the only visitors were a 
few Germans with a geology fetish. On 
any given day there was hardly anyone 
to be seen on the streets of Reykjavík. 
You could have them all to yourself. Even 
though I am an introvert, I think more 
people equals more fun—even though I 
might have to wait in line for my pylsa. 
On the other hand, delicate landscapes 
should be protected, we shouldn’t allow 

them to be trampled down by a massive 
onslaught of foreign visitors. 
 I thus welcome the tourist swarm. 
I think foreign people—usually really 
weird ones if they come here in the first 
place (and weird is good)—make living 
in Iceland more fun. We have so many 
more nice restaurants than before, and 
more successful concerts. Wonderful 
things like Iceland Airwaves and ATP 
festivals are able to happen because of 
tourism. And that’s great.
 I went to Gullfoss and Geysir this 
summer. Both places were packed with 
people, most of them foreign. It felt a bit 
like some random tourist trap. So what—
the waterfall is still as great, and getting 
soaked by Strokkur's gush is just as 
much fun as it ever was. 
 This summer I have seen way 
more hitchhikers than ever before. I 
drove a young couple from France to 
the airport. It made my ride a lot more 
fun. They were saving every penny, and 
didn't even go to the Blue Lagoon—or 
“Satan’s Mudpit,” as I like to call it. They 
were subjected to pouring rain for the 
entire duration of their stay, but still 
liked the experience, I think (they hardly 
spoke English). When I went hiking up 
Kaldbakur, the Westfjords’ highest peak 
(at 998 metres), I encountered a French 
biology teacher who was hitching a ride. 
My group took her in, and she made the 
hike with us. The trip was more fun. I got 
to practise my French, she gave us exotic 
nuts and fruits she had brought along, 
and we had someone to snap a picture 
of us at the top.
 So by all means, my fellow 
Icelanders, just chill out with the tourists. 
There are still many places you can go to 
if you want to experience the “good old 
times” of hardly seeing anyone on the 
streets. 
 May I suggest Þorlákshöfn if you 
want to be alone with your thoughts? 

“People are also getting 
kind of tired of the tour-
ists. They are all around 
and there's so many of 
them. The foreign people 
are “trampling on our 
grounds” and Icelanders 
now even have to queue 
up for their pylsa and 
putrid shark.”
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To generalise: Icelanders are a greedy bunch. After we escaped from the claws of Danish 
colonialist rule, the national imperative has been to make as much money as possible. 
You can say money makes Iceland turn, even though the Mickey Mouse money we call 
“the Icelandic króna” hardly qualifies as a currency. I guess we're no different than any 
other Western country then. 
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Dr. Gunni is a writer and pop historian. He most recently authored  
‘Blue Eyed Pop—The History Of Popular Music In Iceland.’ 
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Reported from the 
heart of darkness

Though it was very dark and full of 
expensive yet paradoxically cheap beer, 
the night I finally saw Justin Timberlake 
perform live in concert was young and 
beautiful. It started at the unearthly hour 
of 19:30, but I guess it was probably a 
school night. Gusgus opened the show, 
and after having fought my way down 
the stairs and to the main floor, I could 
gaze in appreciation at the large screen 
alternately featuring Högni Egilsson’s 
and Daníel Ágúst’s faces as they sang 
in their angelic 
voices. Perhaps the 
highlight of their 
performance was 
Högni’s fantastic 
hair and beard 
combo, which, as I 
tore my eyes away 
from the screen, I 
could see was also 
entrancing everyone 
around me.
 But this review 
isn’t about Gusgus, 
fantastic musicians 
though they are. It’s 
about Justin, whom I 
love. Next up was DJ 
Freestyle Steve, whom I hate. There is a 
time and a place for DJ Freestyle Steve, 
and that’s a Bar Mitzvah, or perhaps a 
middle school dance. In 2009. Freestyle 
Steve played that really annoying Alicia 
Keys song about New York and Rihanna’s 
song about yellow diamonds in the sky. 
That was about the point I stopped paying 
attention to any of the audio and went to 
buy myself the abovementioned way-
too-expensive beer, which did nothing to 

soothe the pain imposed by DJ Freestyle 
Steve. The only reason I can think that 
DJ Freestyle Steve was booked to play 
instead of any of the good local DJs (of 
which there are many) is because they 
needed a palate cleanser in between 
the glory that is Justin and Gusgus. The 
two playing one right after the other 
would be like eating an entire gallon of 
Häagen-Dazs butter pecan and then a 
whole pound of really good cheesecake: 
too much of a good thing. You have to at 

least take a breather 
for a disappointing 
egg salad sandwich 
from a gas station to 
work up an appetite 
for good food again.
 Thankfully, I 
didn’t have long to 
wait before Justin 
Timberlake and his 
band, The Tennessee 
Kids, came on. The 
stage was decked 
out to look like a 
speakeasy glamour 
stage, a la the 
musical ‘Chicago,’ 
with Justin as the 

crown jewel in the centre. He’s come a 
long way since the days of ramen hair and 
horrible tinted oval sunglasses. His suit 
was sharp, his sneakers a dazzling white, 
his hair styled impeccably under his hat. 
Not to sound obsessed, but he glided 
across the stage, a vision in top hat, white 
sneakers glowing and drawing the eye to 
his flawless footwork. Her performed a 
few classics, like “Rock Your Body” and 
“Señorita,” which of course the crowd 

went wild for. I was personally thrilled at 
the stunning boudoir-infused rendition 
of the number “My Love.” Another of my 
favourites was “What Goes Around…”, 
the sequel to 2002’s critically acclaimed 
single “Cry Me A River” (which he also 
played). It started with Justin on the 
acoustic guitar and crooning softly to an 
unnamed woman who broke his heart 
(Britney?!!?!) for a good few minutes 
before getting to the sexy part where he 
belts his anguish, abandoning all acoustic 
pretences. A man in pain is really the 
only way good art can be created, so I 
guess we have to thank everyone who 
has caused that anguish, Britney (??) 
included.
  The set was really long, including 
songs from his two new albums, which 
are objectively good but don’t pull at 
my heartstrings like his classics do. He 
performed the obligatory “Sexy Back,” 
which the eight-to-twelve-year-olds in 
the crowd went wild for. It was only a 
little bit awkward when they really got 
grooving to the lines “Baby I’m your slave, 
I’ll let you whip me if I misbehave,” and 
“Let me see what you’re twerkin’ with.” 
We can only assume (hope) he didn’t 
have eight-to-twelve-year-olds in mind 
when he wrote the song. I was really 
gunning for him to sing “Dick In A Box,” 
or even “Mother Lover,” but he ended up 
closing with “Mirrors,” a single off the 
new album. 
 In summary: Justin really brought 
it, and the concert was a total success, 
despite the tragedy that was DJ Freestyle 
Steve.

Eight million sweating preteens were packed into Kórinn Sports Hall in Kópavogur on 
Sunday, August 24, all for one purpose: Justin Timberlake. Also in attendance were 
those who were alive to have experienced him firsthand in his original incarnation as 
a tortured child artist on Disney’s 'Mickey Mouse Club,' and then for his subsequent 
reinvention as the only member of 'N SYNC anyone cared about. Full disclosure: I be-
long to the latter group.
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He glided across the 
stage, a vision in top 
hat, white sneakers 
glowing and drawing 
the eye to his flawless 
footwork.

www.thjodminjasafn.is
Suðurgata 41 / 101 Reykjavík

Along with the permanent exhibition 
that features Iceland’s history from 
settlement to present day the 
museum offers a variety of exhibitions 
during the year, e.g. on Icelandic 
silver and photography. 
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Justin Timberlake, 
A Review

Justin Timberlake performed at Kópavogur’s Kórinn stadium 
on Sunday August 24, with support from Gusgus.

www.justintimberlake.com
www.gusgus.com 

Sunday, August 24Kórinn, 
KópavogiJustin Timberlake
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Just as it appeared that Iceland 
Airwaves’ giant lineup couldn’t 
get any more packed with big name 
international acts (see: The Flaming 
Lips, Caribou, Future Islands), the 
festival pulls a final Scandinavian 
ace from its sleeve. Yup, local music 
fanatics’ jaws collectively dropped 
when a long coveted Airwaves 
performance by sibling duo The Knife 
was announced earlier this month. 
Add to this the fact that the Swedish 
electro institution announced that 
very day that they would be calling it 
quits after the current tour, of which 
the Airwaves date will be the last, and 
you’ve got a music nerd meltdown 
on your hands. The Knife have been 
a massive force at the forefront of 
electronic music for the past decade, 
crafting earwarming pop hits like 
“Heartbeats” and “Pass This On,” 
while also pushing the boundaries 
of the art form with their restless 
experimentation. Word to the wise: be 
sure to get your tickets ASAP, since an 
event of this calibre is sure to speed 
up sales to the festival, which usually 
sells out by early September.
 In the meantime, there’s plenty 
going on in Reykjavík. Over the past 
two weeks, we’ve been fortunate 
enough to catch a couple of equally 
great, yet altogether different 
concerts...
 First off, the word “legendary” 
doesn’t do Neutral Milk Hotel’s 
status in the indie music world proper 
justice. While the band notoriously 
disbanded only a year after the 1998 
release of their groundbreaking opus 
‘In The Aeroplane Over The Sea,’ they 
managed to thoroughly influence 
most of the quintessential indie 
bands of the noughties, most notably 
Arcade Fire, The Decemberists and 
Beirut. After a surprise reunion last 
year, the band has been touring the 
world, playing to old fans along with a 
generation that never had the chance 
to witness them in concert. On 
August 20, they brought the show to 
Harpa, and yours truly were of course 
present. Despite sporting a raggedy, 
Robinson Crusoe-influenced look, 
bandleader Jeff Magnum promptly 
demonstrated that his voice had lost 
none of the angst-ridden tension and 
adolescent sincerity that so many of 
us can’t resist. The rest of the band 
played various brass instruments, 
saws and exotic harps, looking like 
they were having the time of their 
lives. And so were we. 
---
Right on the other end of the musical 

spectrum, Justin Timerlake’s 
stadium show in Kópavogur was 
a spectacle of pure bravado and 
showmanship. JT danced and sang 
with gusto, like he’d been training for 
his whole life, and the overall show 
came off as a really classy Las Vegas 
affair (with an artistic twist). This was 
definitely implied by the star himself, 
who chose to take the stage as Frank 
Sinatra’s version of “My Way” blared 
through the giant soundsystem. 
Leading up to the show, and in its 
aftermath, Iceland went through a 
bout of JT fever. 
 A crowd of over 15,000 ecstatic 
JT fans (including Iceland’s Minister of 
Finance Bjarni Benediktsson) packed 
the Sunday night show, causing traffic 
jams all over Kópavogur. Despite these 
impressive numbers, the show was far 
from being Iceland’s biggest concert 
of all time (as some reports claimed). 
That honour goes to Metallica, who 
played to 18,000 screaming fans in 
Egilshöll back in 2004. 
---
As for recorded music, we’ve kept 
the forthcoming sophomore album 
from electro-pop band Asonat on 
repeat over the last few weeks. The 
album is called ‘Connection’ and will 
be available on September 30. On it, 
the duo of Jónas Þór Guðmundsson 
(aka Ruxpin) and Fannar Ásgrímsson 
of Plastik Joy fame welcome a third 
member to the outfit, a French singer 
called Oléna Simon. ‘Connection’ 
opens with the alluring “Quiet 
Storm” and does not miss a beat 
from there. Highlights include the 
dreamy “Rather Interesting” and the 
album’s final song, “This Is The End,” 
in which Oléna beautifully sings in her 
native language, backed by a slew of 
expressive synths—the perfect ending 
to what will surely stand out as one of 
2014’s top Icelandic releases. 

Straumur has been active since last 
summer, with writers Óli Dóri and Davíð 
Roach documenting the local music 
scene and helping people discover 
new music at straum.is. It is associated 
with the radio show Straumur on X977, 
which airs every Monday evening at 
23:00.

www.straum.isStraumur radio show airs 
Mondays on X977 at 23:00

Straumur

The Knife, Neutral 
Timberlake And The 
French Connection
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Despite its hostile and uninhabitable na-
ture, Vatnajökull has a magnetic appeal 
that's created a brisk trade in day-trip 
incursions onto the glacier. Over thirty 
glacier tongues overspill from the ice cap, 
each tumbling down to ground level with 
a unique path and style, and whilst many 
of them terminate in iceberg-filled lakes 
such as Jökulsárlón, some slowly retreat 
across dry land, scraping vast furrows in 
their wake and offering a chance to set 
foot on the ice.

Rorschach waterfall

Nestled between two such glacier 
tongues is Skaftafell, a south-facing 
nature reserve with a diverse, quickly 
changing landscape that's home to a 
range of flora and bird life. We arrive a 
day early just to explore this area, which 
is criss-crossed by hiking trails of various 
length and difficulty. The easiest and most 
popular is a short dirt trail littered with 

rocks and boulders and punctuated by 
naked tree roots and well-kept wooden 
walkways. It winds upwards from sea 
level quickly through thickets of trees 
and shrubs, with the buzz and flutter of 
insects and birds in the air. Before long, 
the track offers a view across the grey 
wash of the sand plains below, tangled 
with shining, sea-bound rivers. 
 There are several waterfalls along the 
way, from fine trickles to foamy torrents, 
making a nice warm-up for the crown 

jewel of the Skaftafell reserve. Svartifoss 
is one of the most spectacular waterfalls 
in Iceland, not because of its size but 
rather a freakishly beautiful rock forma-
tion. The fall pours down over a cliff of 
geometric basalt that has been slowly 
eroded from underneath by the water 
spray, creating an overhang of gothic 
columns that might have sprung from 
H. R. Giger's imagination. Fellow visi-
tors discuss their interpretations of the 
scene—some see a forest of stone trunks 
and branches reaching towards the sky, 
others the graceful arches of a cathedral, 
and others still see a macabre ribcage 
opening from the cliffside. But whatever 
Rorschach associations it brings out, 
Svartifoss is a spectacular natural gem.

Taking the high road

After a few minutes of lingering for pho-
tographs the majority of visitors head 
straight back, but for those interested 
in continuing their hike there are plenty 
of signs and maps charting the area. We 
opt to head for Sjónarnípa, a viewpoint 

two and a half kilometres to the east. The 
path soon rises beyond the sheltered lea-
side bank of Vatnajökull, with the lush 
vegetation giving way to bridged swamps 
and sparse weeds that shiver in the freez-
ing wind falling from the glacier. Soon, 
the air is frozen, the plants vanish alto-
gether, and the path leads over a bleak 
rock-strewn desert.
 The view from Sjónarnípa is better 
than we could have hoped. Having as-
cended deceptively gradually, it turns out 
the path is now around 300 metres above 
sea level, with the huge Skaftafellsjökull 
glacier tongue wending its way through 
a wide valley far below. Its texture comes 
from crevices and white peaks streaked 
with ash, giving way to steep white out-
crops of compacted snow, smashed into 
strange shapes by the pressure of crawl-
ing downhill from the towering summit, 
just visible through gathering clouds. 
Sparse pairs of walkers sit in awed si-
lence, humbled by the scale of the scene 
before them.
 The return path is three kilometres 
of dirt track that thankfully dips out of 

How to get there?
Trip provided by Glacier Guides, book trip at wwwglacierguides.is or call +354-6597000. 
Accommodation at Skaftafell provided by Hótel Skaftafell, more info at www.hotelskaftafell.is or call +354-4781945

Skaftafell1

Words John Rogers 

Photos John Rogers 

Vatnajökull is the second largest glacier in all of Europe, covering 8% of Iceland's land 
mass and dominating the southeast corner of the country. Visible only on clear days, 
the glacier's peak sits atop a vast sheet of compacted snow and ice, estimated to be 
up to a kilometre deep at its thickest point. Seen from the Skaftafell Express minibus, 
weaving gradually closer via the coastal ring road, it seems dizzyingly, impossibly 
high—like an odd, ancient, otherworldly life form, nesting amongst the mountains.
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the arctic breeze, plunging immediately 
down a slope of verdant greenery. Ed-
ible berries, bluebells and wild thyme 
grow amongst trickling streams and low 
hanging branches laden with late-sum-
mer leaves. After an hour of zig-zagging 
through these glorious woods, we're 
back at the base camp, and, with weary 
limbs, decide to call in a day.
 The nearest town, Kirkjubæjarklaus-
tur, is 40 kilometres away, so many travel-
lers decide to camp, but we're booked in 
at the conveniently located Skaftafell Ho-
tel. It's a choice we're immediately happy 
about, especially after a hot shower, and 
substituting our trail mix and protein bars 
for a delicious meal of smoked arctic char 
and T-bone lamb steaks in the restau-
rant. We sink into comfortable beds and 
a deep sleep, waking up refreshed and 
ready for our second day of glacier explo-
ration.

The falling glacier

At the Skaftafell visitor's centre, a little 
village of cabins has sprung up around 

the car park in recent 
years, housing vari-
ous competing tour 
companies that offer 
climbing and hiking 
activities on the near-
by glacier tongues. 
Our trip is run by Gla-
cier Guides, who operate on Falljökull. 
Our guide for the day will be Fannar, a 
helpful and cheerful young Mossfells-
bær chap with a bright disposition and a 
wealth of interesting and relevant knowl-
edge at his fingertips. 
 After borrowing some well-used (and 
slightly tattered) Cintamani waterproofs 
and hiking boots (hired at 1,000 ISK per 
pair), the climb begins. We're a group of 
eight that includes Polish, German and 
English couples, myself, and my compan-
ion for the hike—she's an Icelander, and 
apparently only the second native to take 
this tour this summer.
 Fannar explains the geography as we 
go, stopping every ten minutes or so to 
point out features and identify types of 

terrain. At our first 
stop, he tells us we've 
already entered the 
glacier without even 
realising it—we're al-
ready standing on ice 
that's been covered 
by a layer of thick dirt 
and grit. When we 

get to the naked ice, we're given climb-
ing harnesses and crampons, and a 
short lesson is how to walk in them—feet 
splayed when going uphill, straight and 
parallel when going down, and kept apart 
at all times so as to avoid skewering one-
self with the spikes, and so forth. 
 Before long, we're crunching across 
dazzling white ice in the sunshine. We 
soon reach a glacial feature known as a 
moulin—a hole of about one metre in di-
ameter, through which a stream of melt-
water trickles deep into the sheet below. 
Fannar drops some screws into the ice, 
attaching a line to each of our harnesses 
in turn so we can lean out over the open-
ing and see the water tumbling into the 
darkness and vanishing from sight. It's 

beautiful, and chilling to imagine what 
might happen were one to slip. "Be care-
ful," smiles Fannar, as he demonstrates 
the best way to stand, "because if you 
were to fall in, well... that would be the 
end of your tour."

Frozen dreamscape

Falljökull is an interesting glacier to 
hike, because its icefall—the area where 
the near-vertical cascade of ice hits the 
ground and begins a more gentle descent 
to sea level—is reachable on foot in about 
an hour. We're quickly immersed in this 
almost fantastical landscape, traversing 
dappled plains and jagged spikes, banks 
and steep canyons. The shapes in the ice 
are chaotic and ever-changing, alternat-
ing between geometric and organic, with 
arterial blue depths visible in the larger 
cracks. Fannar spends time scoping out 
the immediate area for interesting fea-
tures—we end up drinking water straight 
from the glacier's surface, clambering 
through a short ice tunnel, and happily 
exploring Falljökull's surface for a couple 

of wonderful hours. His curious and sun-
ny disposition adds insight and charm to 
the trip, and we feel like we've seen an 
impressive range of features before be-
ginning the slow and careful descent.
 A short drive away, we stop at Fjall-
sárlón, the last stop on the tour, donning 
bright red body suits for a dinghy trip 
amongst the floating icebergs. These 
huge chunks of glacier have become 
detached from Vatnajökull, and will melt 
away slowly into the steely grey water, or 
perhaps find their way out to sea. Even 
here, the glacier is dangerous—as they 
shrink, icebergs can flip over dramati-
cally, causing a mini-tsunami in the lake.
 From its faraway peak to this watery 
terminus, the Vatnajökull region offers 
an escape from the everyday through an 
amazingly varied natural landscape. 
 As night falls on the long homeward 
bus ride, I fall into deep, well-earned 
slumber, already dreaming of a quick re-
turn.

Distance from Reykjavík
325 km

We're quickly im-
mersed in this almost 
fantastical landscape, 
traversing dappled 
plains and jagged 
spikes, banks and 
steep canyons. The 
shapes in the ice are 
chaotic and ever-
changing, alternating 
between geometric 
and organic, with arte-
rial blue depths visible 
in the larger cracks.
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The BBC Proms is a series of concerts held 
in this legendary hall in west London, and 
the festival is widely considered one of 
the more important events in the classical 
music calendar. This makes tonight’s 
excitement all the more understandable, 
as the ISO will be appearing on this fabled 
stage for the first time. One of the ISO’s 
group, however, appears considerably 
more stoic about it all, casually awaiting 
stage-time as the others rush around. 
This would be the ISO’s departing chief 
conductor and musical director, Ilan 
Volkov—a veteran of the event, tonight 
being his thirteenth consecutive Proms. 
 Ilan is leaving on a high note, with 
tonight's gathering, the most prestigious 
the orchestra’s ever been a part of, 
doubling as the swan song of his three-
year tenure with the ISO. Tonight’s 
programme consists of two 20th century 
Icelandic pieces, Beethoven’s 5th, and a 
Schumann piano concerto. 
 “I’m quite flexible with putting new 
music next to old workhorses,” Ilan tells 
me when I ask him about juxtaposing 
such famous pieces with others that have 
never been played in this hall. “Besides, an 

orchestra doesn’t only want to play new 
music. If you’re at the Proms for the first 
time you want to show off other facets of 
what you are capable of, rather than just 
play Icelandic pieces,” he finishes, before 
running onstage to commence tonight’s 
concert. 

Is Iceland culture? 

The Reykjavík Grapevine first interviewed 
the 38-year-old Israeli maestro a few 
months into his stint at the ISO (“Lighting 
A Fire Under The Orchestra,” Issue 02, 
2012), and in that interview he spoke 
about what he hoped to achieve in his 
new post. When I catch up with him a 
few days after the Proms concert, I thus 
kick things off by taking stock of his 
achievements over the last three years. 
“When you come into a job like this you 
invariably face various issues,” he begins. 
He’s clearly in a more contemplative 
mindset than he was when we first spoke 
somewhere in the depths of Royal Albert 
Hall. “I did have a lot of freedom with the 
repertoire for the first couple of years, 
but financial constraints meant that we 

had to be a bit more careful with the 
programming in the final one.” 
 “My strategy may have backfired a 
bit, but I’m happy I pushed through,” he 
tells me. “As I wasn’t sure how long I’d 
stay with the orchestra, and seeing as we 
were moving into Harpa, I wanted to start 
straight away with Tectonics [an annual 
modern music festival he launched 
with the ISO] and a more contemporary 
programme of 20th century classics and 
so on. I’m happy I did that. I did however 
face quite a lot of issues that had nothing 
to do with me, so those weren’t easy.”
 “I don’t think the orchestra’s been 
particularly happy for many years,” he 
continues when I ask him to elaborate on 
the aforementioned issues. “I think they 
feel they don’t have enough support for 
what they do from the government. This 
is obviously a bigger issue during these 
difficult times in Iceland, but what Iceland 
needs to ask itself is, how important is 
art and why do we have an orchestra? 
If its function is to inspire, comfort and 
educate, it needs strong and consistent 
support. I can’t really expect a lot of 
things if the situation is less than ideal.”

 The reflective and quite sombre 
tone he’s taken leads me to wonder out 
loud whether it’s actually feasible to run 
such a large-scale orchestra in such a 
small country. 
 “Of course it’s feasible,” Ilan 
responds. “The issue isn’t about money, 
it’s simply whether we think culture is 
important or not? Do we want it as a 
tourist thing, a stamp that says ‘Iceland 
Is Culture,’ or do we really want to make it 
the best that it can be?” 
 Ilan is of the opinion that this 
particular problem isn’t unique to the 
orchestra, nor even Iceland. “Music 
in general can be a huge influence in 
society, and as such should be strongly 
supported by society, rather than be 
an added bonus that gets cut at every 
available opportunity,” he continues, 
“but even in places that have supported 
their arts very successfully it’s always the 
responsibility of the management and the 
conductor to be looking to make things 
better. The point isn’t to reign supreme 
in a status quo, as that’s not how you 
develop an arts organization. In that 
sense I’m very proud of what I’ve done 
with the orchestra. We managed to go to 
Washington and now the Proms, where 
we played four Icelandic pieces, and we 
worked with a lot of Icelandic composers 
and performers at Tectonics, so I feel we 
managed to achieve a lot.”

Torchbearers of musical 
experimentation?

Tectonics is certainly one of the more 
controversial aspects of Ilan’s tenure with 
the ISO. It’s a festival he curates and runs 

in a partnership with the orchestra and 
Harpa. The festival celebrates musical 
experimentation and improvisation, and 
at the same time gives the orchestra 
an opportunity to work in often highly 
unorthodox ways with a wide range of 
composers. Now in its third year, it has 
so far featured works by such modern 
powerhouse composers as John Cage, 
Alvin Lucier and Christian Wolff, as well 
as performances by self-proclaimed 
crypto-conceptual science fiction anti-
band Asparagus Piss Raindrop, and 
the post-apocalyptic electro lunatics of 
Ghostigital.
 “Orchestras don’t normally stage 
festivals, so it was a big challenge in 
every aspect,” Ilan says, and seeing as a 
festival like this can hardly be considered 
everybody’s cup of tea, it’s impressive 
to learn that not only is he scheduled to 
curate the festival again in Harpa in 2015 
and 2016, but he has now expanded and 
is curating Tectonics festivals in Glasgow, 
Tel Aviv, Adelaide and New York. 
 “There’s a variety of facets to 
this festival,” he tells me when I inquire 
about the philosophy of the event. “A 
big aspect of it is working with younger 
musicians and composers, but we also 
work with a few massive legendary 
names that people rarely get the chance 
to hear performed in such a large-scale 
setting. In that sense, the aim is to get 
the orchestra to open its doors to many 
different musicians and artists—as well 
as other audiences—and try to provide 
an experience that is quite different from 
what people think an orchestra is or what 
is does.”
 “Although the festival is obviously 

The corridors in the basement of the decadent 19th-century masterpiece of architecture that 
is London’s Royal Albert Hall are teeming with musicians and hangers-on. The anticipatory 
energy is palpable as the Iceland Symphony Orchestra (ISO) gets ready to take the stage as 
a part of the BBC Proms. 
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not exclusively about orchestral music, 
the orchestra lies at its core,” he 
continues. “Whilst it is an old established 
organization, it’s still got an amazing 
amount of flexibility and options. Giving 
young composers access to working 
with such a large range of instruments 
is important and can have some amazing 
results, especially if it’s happening 
every year. That way, we can hopefully 
hear development between composers 
and pieces influenced by each other. 
The orchestra can then hopefully 

become something that has movement. 
Something that shifts the ground and 
the perspective on what can be done 
orchestrally.”
 It turns out that the festival’s title, 
“Tectonics,” isn’t just yet another lazy 
reference to Icelandic geography—it 
actually alludes to what Ilan hopes to 
achieve with the festival. Admittedly a 
layman in the field, I express my doubts 
that such a traditional organization would 
have any interest in being torchbearers of 
musical experimentation. And Ilan shoots 

me down before I even manage to 
utter the word “elitism.” 
 “Elitism isn’t an issue here”, he 
tells me. “The orchestra is just used to 
doing certain things in a certain way, 
and when asked to do something else 
it can be a bit of a shock. So things 
did happen, especially this year. The 
players all handled it very well in the 
end, but clashes are a part of this 
whole process. It’s even in the name, 
Tectonics. It’s not supposed to be easy 
for the listeners, the players nor for 

myself. It’s supposed to be something 
that people can argue about and 
discuss like any true exhibition or 
interesting artwork, and in that sense 
it worked really well with the Icelandic 
Symphony Orchestra.”
 When I ask him if the Icelandic 
scene turned out to be what he’d hoped 
for, Ilan again grows contemplative. 
“The advantage 
I had coming to 
Iceland was that 
because everybody 
knows everyone, I 
already knew a lot 
of musicians and 
composers before 
I started. It’s a 
small scene in a 
small country, but 
for that it’s kind of 
amazing how many 
people are doing 
good music.”
 Ilan is of the 
opinion that what 
characterizes the 
Icelandic music 
scene is the cha-
meleon-like quality 
of the nation’s 
musicians. “There 
is a massive amount 
of people doing more than one thing, 
which I really like—people shift from 
being in bands to arranging or playing 
free-improvisation or whatever. I think 
this is partly by necessity, but also 
because of a certain spirit. The kind of 
music that is being created in Iceland 
isn’t actually super modern, really. It’s 
more about strong communication 
with an audience and emotions and 
ideas, with humour and energy playing 
a big part as well.”

Life after the ISO

Ilan himself is certainly a jack-of-all-
trades. In addition to being a conductor 
and festival curator, he moonlights as a 
club promoter in Tel Aviv, and a musician. 
For example, the same weekend he 
conducted Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony 
at the Royal Albert hall, he played a free-

improv concert with 
celebrated drummer 
Chris Corsano in 
London and a show 
in Glasgow with his 
violin duo Lovers 
Ritual.  
 “I think you’re 
trying to compart-
mentalize this too 
much, I’m not that 
far removed from the 
Icelandic musician 
that does a lot of 
different stuff,” he 
replies when I ask 
him about the many 
different aspects of 
his work. “My work 
is conducting and I 
want to keep doing 
that. Gradually over 
the last ten years I’ve 
been doing lots of 

other things, but it’s just a continuation 
of my interest in music. I love the contrast 
of working in different avenues, be it 
promoting, curating or playing, and I’m in 
an interesting position in that I can talk 
to people from different backgrounds 
that have different perspectives on what 
music, art—or even just life—is."
 “I don’t do this to confuse people, 
but right now I’m just doing what I do. I’ve 
stopped caring about what people expect 
me to do.”
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“The issue isn’t about 
money, it’s simply 
whether we think 
culture is important or 
not? Do we want it as 
a tourist thing, a stamp 
that says ‘Iceland Is 
Culture,’ or do we really 
want to make it the best 
that it can be?” 
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I look up from my laptop for a brief moment 
to see a woman with ash-brown hair and 
bright red lipstick walking through the 
door, her bespectacled eyes scanning 
the café, obviously looking for someone 
she has never met in person. I smile and 
wave to her from across the room. She 
returns a warm smile before walking over 
to introduce herself. After she graciously 
buys tea for the two of us, we begin 
chatting, and my entire body—which had 
tensed up in anxious anticipation of this 
meeting—begins to relax. Before long, I 
feel like I’m conversing with an old friend 
or a wise, discerning mentor. Meet Jónína 
Leósdóttir: respected author, human 
rights activist and wife of the world’s 
first openly gay head of state, Jóhanna 
Sigurðardóttir. 
 During our conversation, I quickly 
discover that Jónína's personal story is 
just as captivating as the books and plays 
she produces. She has worked in tourism, 
politics, journalism and, of course, fiction 
writing. However, her relationship with 
the woman who became one of the 
world’s most progressive trailblazers for 
LGBTI rights is rapidly elevating her to 
legendary status, both in Iceland and 
abroad.
 Jónína has authored many books, 
including ‘Við Jóhanna’ ('Jóhanna And 
I'), a poignant account of her thirty-year 
romance with Iceland’s first female prime 
minister. Since the book’s publication 
in 2013, Jónína has travelled with her 
partner across the world to tell their 
remarkable story, most recently at World 
Pride in Toronto, where Jóhanna was 
the keynote speaker. Armed with her 
words and compassionate spirit, Jónína 

continues to fight honourably alongside 
many others to change the world’s 
perception of the LGBTI community 
and encourage its acceptance among 
citizens of all nations.  

World Pride and the  
current state of human rights

“The whole trip was an amazing 
experience, from beginning to end,” 
Jónína says, recounting her recent 
journey to World Pride, an international 
gathering promoting LGBTI causes. 
“Jóhanna and I met some wonderful 
human rights activists who are putting 
their lives at risk every day by fighting for 
gay rights.” 
 Despite the event’s upbeat tone, the 
countless harrowing stories Jónína heard 
from LGBTI people living in oppressive 
countries like Uganda and Russia gave 
her ample cause for concern. “The forces 
they are up against are so terribly cruel 
and powerful... I worry about people who 
live in such societies who have to fear 
for their lives, simply because of feelings 
they were born with. It makes me sad and 
mad.”
 I ask her what she believes is 
currently the greatest impediment to the 
advancement of LGBTI acceptance. “I 
think ignorance is the greatest obstacle,” 
she explains. “Intolerance festers in 
ignorance—and that includes prejudice 
and suspicion between countries, 
cultures, religious groups, etc cetera.” 
She adds: “But once you get to know 
someone who belongs to a group you 
were prejudiced against, most mature 
and sensible people soon realize how 

wrong they were. Under the skin, and 
when you strip away nationality, sexuality 
and religion, we are all the same.” 
 While Iceland has a reputation as 
one of the world’s most tolerant societies 
toward LGBTI people, Jóhanna and 
Jónína too, have faced prejudice at home 
and abroad. She recalls visiting the Faroe 
Islands with Jóhanna on an official visit 
back in September 
2010, when an 
MP in the Faroese 
parliament publicly 
refused to attend a 
banquet in Jóhanna's 
honour. “He said that 
by bringing me, her 
same-sex partner, on 
this visit Jóhanna was 
flaunting her sexuality, 
which he found 
offensive.” Optimistic, 
forgiving and 
completely unfazed, 
Jónína stresses that 
“everyone else we 
met in the Faroe 
Islands was incredibly 
nice and welcoming 
and we took no offence... someone 
immediately started a Facebook page 
which people could ‘like'� if they did 
not agree with this man... six or seven 
thousand responded right away.” A few 
months later, an LGBTI association was 
established in the Faroe Islands, and it 
“has been growing stronger ever since.”
 Although discrimination still 
persists, Jónína and Jóhanna's brave 
willingness to live freely and openly is 
resonating across the globe, spreading a 

positive message of love and acceptance, 
capable of changing and unifying the 
hearts of people. 

On writing

“I wake up every morning, absolutely 
raring to start writing and feel incredibly 
lucky to be able to write ‘my own stuff’ 
full-time,” Jónína proclaims, when I ask 
her about her work as an author. “I am 
immensely grateful for being able to 
dedicate myself to authoring books. 
Actually, every single morning I can 
hardly believe my luck, and I begin every 
day by lighting a candle by my computer 
and taking a moment to thank God for my 
life and opportunities.”
 An intensely productive author, 
Jónína recently finished her thirteenth 
novel, ‘Bara ef...’ ('If Only...'), which hits 

stores in October. “It 
is a humorous study 
of two marriages 
over five dramatic 
days in spring,” she 
explains. “When the 
story begins, a man 
has just demanded a 
divorce from his wife 
at a very awkward 
moment and for rather 
unclear reasons. That 
shakes up the whole 
family, including his 
daughter who has her 
own problems to deal 
with.” Despite having 
numerous works to her 
name, Jónína is far from 
finished writing; she is 

already hard at work on her fourteenth 
novel and shows no sign of stopping 
anytime soon. “I would absolutely love to 
have at least twenty more years on Earth 
in good enough health to be able to write 
novels and enjoy spending time with my 
family and friends,” she says about her 
hopes for the future.  
 The international literary scene is 
also starting to take notice of Jónína's 
writings. 'Við Jóhanna' will be published 
in Danish within the next three months, 

and following the couple’s recent visit 
to Toronto, Canadian publishers have 
expressed serious interest in translating 
it into English. An engaging account of 
key moments within their relationship 
(including the awkwardly humorous 
moment when Jónína professes her 
feelings for Jóhanna over a glass of 
sherry in a hotel room on a business trip), 
‘Við Jóhanna’ tells the touching tale of 
two ordinary women who fell in love in an 
unconventional and extraordinary way. It 
is truly a powerful story for all the world 
to hear. 

What’s next?

When she is not travelling the 
world, writing novels, or speaking at 
conferences, Jónína is hard at work at 
what is perhaps her most important job 
to date: being a full-time grandmother. 
“My first biological grandchild is a seven-
month-old girl named Nína,” she says. 
“And it would be such a joy to see her in 
her twenties. But even just being able to 
talk to her and create some memories of 
us together that she can carry with her 
always, that would be bliss. Everything in 
excess of that is a bonus.” 
 While she has enjoyed many 
wonderful opportunities, Jónína 
acknowledges that her recent life hasn’t 
always been easy. “Everyone has all sorts 
of problems to deal with. That’s life, I’m 
afraid,” she explains. “But we also have 
something to be grateful for, every single 
day.” 
 She describes the last few weeks 
of her father’s battle with cancer, a time 
when she purposely kept a gratefulness 
diary. Despite the tragic circumstances, 
she notes, “I found something to enjoy 
and appreciate every day. Keeping the 
diary taught me not to underestimate the 
importance of ‘the small stuff’ in life.”
 Hardships aside, Jónína continues 
to forge a strong legacy of promoting 
positive change through her writing 
and activism, showing how people from 
a small nation like Iceland can have a 
profound impact on the universal fight 
for human rights.  

I am sitting in a coffee shop near downtown Reykjavík on a cloudy August afternoon, ner-
vously awaiting the arrival of my distinguished guest: an acclaimed Icelandic writer who 
also happens to play an important part in modern history. 

Words
Elliott Brandsma

Photo
Julia Staples

“Intolerance festers in 
ignorance—and that 
includes prejudice and 
suspicion between 
countries, cultures, 
religious groups...”

“We Are All  
The Same”

Jónína Leósdóttir, writer and wife of Ice-
land’s former Prime Minister, is changing 
the world, one page at a time
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“What A Hard Life Is That 
Of The Poor Icelanders!”

Debarking the 'Camoens' that day 
was a group of British friends, three 
young men and two women, on their 
annual autumn holiday, fresh from 
a busy summer of high society par-
ties and picnics. They came to Ice-
land looking for adventure and ex-
periences, and—not the least—to be 
different from their friends and ac-
quaintances, who mostly chose the 
more fashionable Switzerland and 
Austria for their autumn jaunts.
 Among them was Ethel Tweedie, 
recently married at only eighteen, 
accompanied by her young husband. 
At her father’s urging, Ethel kept a 
detailed diary during her trip—and a 
few years later she published a book 
recounting her travels on horseback 
through Iceland, ‘A Girl’s Ride In Ice-
land’—her first step towards a suc-
cessful career as a travel writer. 

Scandal & tourism

Upon publication, Ethel’s travelogue 

stirred somewhat of a scandal in Vic-
torian England, due to her espousing 
the then-radical view that women 
should ride astride on horseback, 
like men, rather than bother with un-
comfortable sidesaddles.
 But ‘A Girl’s Ride In Iceland’ is 
also notable as a treasury of tourists’ 
view of Iceland in the late 19th cen-
tury. It is obvious that Ethel and her 
compatriots think Iceland an exotic 
and challenging destination—arriv-
ing in Akureyri, the poverty and gen-
eral misery of the locals is the first 
thing Ethel notes:

The first thing that struck us on land-
ing was the sad, dejected look of the 
men and women who surrounded us. 
There was neither life nor interest 
depicted on their faces, nothing but 
stolid indifference. 
 This apathy is no doubt caused by 
the hard lives these people live, the 
intense cold they have to endure, and 
the absence of variety in their every-

day existence. What a contrast their 
faces afforded to the bright colouring 
and smiling looks one meets with in 
the sunny South.
 The Icelanders enjoy but little 
sun, and we know ourselves, in its 
absence, how sombre existence be-
comes. Their complexions too, were 
very sallow, and their deportment 
struck us as sadly sober. 

Quaint, short, Hobbit Eskimos

The men were of low stature, and 
broadly built, and wore fur caps and 
vests, with huge mufflers round their 
throats. These latter, we observed, 
were mostly of a saffron colour, 
which, combined with their fur caps, 
tawny beards, and long locks, gave 
them a very quaint appearance. 
 Men, women, and children alike 
wore skin shoes, made from the skin 
of the sheep or seal, cut out and sewn 
together to the shape of the foot, and 
pointed at the toe. These shoes are 

tied to their feet by a string made of 
gut, and lined merely with a piece of 
flannel or serge, a most extraordi-
nary covering in a country so rocky 
as Iceland, where at every step sharp 
stones, or fragments of lava, are en-
countered. Mocassins are also some-
times worn.
 The Icelanders, however, do not 
seem to mind any obstacles, but run 
and leap on or over them in their 
‘skin skurs’ as though impervious 
to feeling. Later on we saw a higher 
class of Icelanders wearing fisher-
men's boots, but such luxuries were 
unknown in the little town where we 
first landed. The men being short of 
stature, in their curious kit much re-
sembled Eskimos.

Where the streets are  
paved with fish heads

The smell of the fish while drying is 
terrible, the whole atmosphere be-
ing permeated with the odour. The 
streets are also paved with old fish 
heads and fish bones; indeed, at 
each port we touched, the smell of 
fish, fresh or dried, assailed eyes and 
noses in every direction. 
--
While in Akureyri we saw some poul-
try, perhaps half a dozen cocks and 
hens, but they were the only ones 
we met with in the Island; nor did we 
ever come across a pig! Fancy a land 
without these com-
mon accessories to 
a peasant's board! 
Eggs are only eaten 
on state occasions, 
and are considered 
a luxury, being im-
ported from France; 
the eggs of the ei-
der duck are con-
sidered very good 
food: they are, of 
course, only pro-
curable round the 
coast.
--
What a hard life is 
that of the poor Ice-
landers! When our 
ship arrived, they 
were on the verge 
of starvation, their 
supplies being all 
exhausted. Glad 
indeed they must 
have been to wel-
come the 'Camoens,' and know that 
flour and other staple articles of food 
were once again within their reach. 
--
Akureyri is both famous for, and 
proud of, its trees. There are actu-

ally five of them: these are almost 
the only trees in the Island. Miserable 
specimens indeed they appeared to 
us southerners, not being more than 
10 feet high at most, and yet they 
were thought more of by the natives, 
than the chesnuts of Bushey Park by 
a Londoner.

Sauðárkrókur savages

The Icelanders encountered by 
Tweedie and her companions are 
not only miserable paupers — but 
appear, at times, like complete sav-
ages, like in this description from 
Sauðárkrókur, also in Northern Ice-
land:

On one occasion, while the rest of 
the party were settling and arranging 
about ponies, which always occupied 
some time, I sat down to sketch on a 
barrel of dried fish, and was at once 
surrounded by men, women, and 
children, who stood still and stared, 
beckoning to all their passing friends 
to join them, till quite a crowd col-
lected.
 They seemed to think me a most 
extraordinary being. The bolder 
ones of the party ventured near and 
touched me, feeling my clothes, dis-
cussed the material, and calmly lifted 
my dress to examine my high riding-
boots, a great curiosity to them, as 
they nearly all wear the peculiar skin 
shoes already described. The odour 

of fish not only from 
the barrel on which I 
was seated, but also 
from my admiring 
crowd, was some-
what appalling as 
they stood around, 
nodding and chatting 
to one another.
 Their interest in 
my sketch was so 
great I cannot be-
lieve they had ever 
seen such a thing 
before, and I much 
regretted my inability 
to speak their lan-
guage, so as to an-
swer the many ques-
tions I was asked 
about it all. I fancied 
they were satisfied, 
however, for before 
going away, they one 
and all shook hands 
with me, till my hand 

quite ached from so many friendly 
grasps.
 The men in Iceland always kiss 
one another when they meet, as also 
do the women, but I only once saw a 
man kiss a woman!
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One day in August 1888, the British steamer 'Camoens' docked in the town of Akureyri in 
Northern Iceland. The 'Camoens'—for some reason named for Portugal’s national poet, Luís 
de Camões—sailed regularly between Scotland and Iceland with passengers and cargo.
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These shoes are tied 
to their feet by a string 
made of gut, and lined 
merely with a piece of 
flannel or serge, a most 
extraordinary covering 
in a country so rocky 
as Iceland, where 
at every step sharp 
stones, or fragments of 
lava, are encountered. 
Mocassins are also 
sometimes worn.



Take part in a great adventure. Descend 120 metres 
into a volcano and explore an underground world.

I have never been anywhere 
underground that matches 
the grandeur and impact of 
this place.
           - The Sunday Times

Standing inside a volcano 
is a strangely emotional 
experience.
     - The Guardian

One of twenty places in the 
world you must see before 
you die.
                     - CNN

Inside 
 Volcano

the

•  Several departures every day
•  Maximum 14 people in each tour
•  Duration: 5-6 hours (up to 45 minutes inside the volcano)
•  Minimum age: 12 years
•  Fitness level needed: Moderate. No   

knowledge  of hiking or climbing is required.

Price: ISK 37,000 per person

For the first time in history, travelers have the opportunity to see 
what a volcano looks like on the inside. Descend into a 4.000 year 
old magma chamber and experience a new underground world. 

More info at InsideTheVolcano.com 

Book now at InsideTheVolcano.com or 
at your nearest Tourist Information Desk. 

•  Several departures every day
•  Maximum 14 people in each tour
•  Duration: 5-6 hours (up to 45 minutes inside the volcano)
•  Minimum age: 12 years
•  Fitness level needed: Moderate. No   

knowledge  of hiking or climbing is required.

Price: ISK 37,000 per person

For the first time in history, travelers have the opportunity to see 
what a volcano looks like on the inside. Descend into a 4.000 year 
old magma chamber and experience a new underground world. 

More info at InsideTheVolcano.com 



car rental 
Get your offer at SADcars.com

Keflavík airport and Skógarhlíð 10, 105 Reykjavík

“Bárðarbunga: it’s going to explode, you’re going to be 
trapped in Iceland for six months and you might die a 
horrific, fiery death.”

Mind you, that quote comes from A CERTIFIED 
VOLCANOLOGIST.   

“September 1942 the inhabitants of Reykjavík had 
"Once you get to know someone who belongs to a group 
you were prejudiced against, most mature and sensible 
people soon realize how wrong they were. Under the 
skin, and when you strip away nationality, sexuality 
and religion, we are all the same."

Author Jónína Leósdóttir has some wise 
words for you.

“The issue isn’t about money, it’s simply whether we 
think culture is important or not? Do we want it as a 
tourist thing, a stamp that says ‘Iceland Is Culture,’ or 
do we really want to make it the best that it can be?” 

So long, Mazel Tov, thanks for everything, 
Ilan Volkov! .

“I used to perceive Iceland as a somewhat schizoid 
society, before learning that narcissism has come to be 
considered a more useful term to approach the same set 
of symptoms: never quite sure if it's real or not, Iceland 
seeks constant self-validation from others. This can be 
easily verified by experiments.”

We erupt, therefore we are
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Dancing Into 
The Ether
Reykjavík Dance  
Festival is on again 

see inside for details
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Aug 29-Sept 11
How to use the listings: Venues are 
listed alphabetically by day. Events 
listed are all live performances, with 
troubadours and DJs specifically 
highlighted. For complete listings and 
detailed information on venues visit 
listings.grapevine.is. Send us your 
listings to: listings@grapevine.is.

Friday August 29
Bar 11 
21:00 Morgan Kane / Saktmóðigur
Bravó
16:00 Svavar Knútur
16:40 List Einn
17:20 Þorval
18:00 Duae
18:40 Karl Hallgrímsson
19:20 Baron Eyfjörð
20:00 Rósa Guðrún Sveinsdóttir
Café Rosenberg 
21:30 Ólafur í Hvari
22:10 Sveinn Guðmundsson
22:50 Helgi Valur
23:30 Past Perfect (DK)
00:10 Sunny Side Road
00:50 Hemúllinn
Den Danske Kro 
21:00 Troubadours Fannar / Eiki & 

Steini
Dillon 
21:00 Bellstop
Dolly 
22:00 DJ IntroBeats
English Pub 
21:00 Troubadour Steini / Hjálmar & 

Dagur
Frederiksen Ale House 
21:00 DJ Shiznit
Hressó 
21:00 Kongó
Húrra 
22:00 Pink Street Boys / Skelkur í 

bringu / Panos From Komodo / 
Rattofer

Kaffibarinn 
21:00 DJ Katla
National Gallery of Iceland 

(Listasafn Íslands) 
12:00 The Icelandic Flute Ensemble
Lebowski Bar 
21:00 Dj Anna Brá
Loftið 
22:00 DJ Hannes
Paloma 
21:00 DJ KGB
Prikið 
22:00 DJ Jay-O
Park 
21:00 DJ Pétur Ingimundar

Saturday August 30
Bravó 
16:00 Ingunn Huld
16:40 Svenni Haff
16:20 Tónverkur
18:00 Rikki
18:40 Gillon
19:20 Joe Dubius
20:00 Símon Hjalta
20:40 Adda
Dolly 
22:00 Lewis Copeland & Tommy White
Café Rosenberg
21:30 Kjuregej
22:10 Eggert Einer Nielson (US/ISL)
22:50 Rob Maddison (UK)
23:30 Íkorni
00:10 LF Singer (DE)
00:50 Secret Guests!
Den Danske Kro 
21:00 Troubadour Tryggvi / Biggi 

Olgeirs

MUSIC
CONCERTS & NIGHTLIFE

Café Rosenberg
Klapparstígur 25-27 (E5)  |   21:00 | ISK TBA

4
September

Hafnarhús
Tryggvagata (D3) | August 27 - 30  21:00 | ISK from 2,500

Folk & Roll
Bellstop

Twelve Years Of Dancing
Reykjavík Dance Festival

The story of Bellstop involves the couple Rúnar and Elín, and 
their experiences performing and living together. For quite some 
time now, the duo has travelled back and forth from their home 
to Asia, performing their music all over the world to audiences 
big and small, appearing everywhere from Iceland Airwaves to 
Chinese shampoo commercials. Their backstory is fascinating, so 
you should probably Google 'em, check out their tunes and decide 
whether you'll want to catch their performance at Café Rósenberg 
or not. SL

It's back! The annual Reykjavík Dance Festival is back! The 
festival that's not just a festival, but an entire scene filled with a 
community of dancers and choreographers--it's back! Go trawl 
www.reykjavikdancefestival.com to get wind of the exciting 
programme on offer (spoiler: there will be radio-broadcasted 
lectures, workshops, forums and parties, amongst other things). 
Past iterations of RDF have provided a platform for some several 
varied, adventurous and highly entertaining art, and this one 
should prove no exception. Go expand your horizons already! SL
Photo by Baldur Kristjáns



Dillon 
21:00 Leaves
English Pub 
21:00 Troubadours Ellert / Alexander & 

Guðmann
Frederiksen Ale House 
21:00 DJ OK
Græni Hatturinn 
21:00 Vök / Fufanu / Mafama
Harpa
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song: Ástríður 

Alda Sigurðardóttir / Bjarni Thor 
Kristinsson / Lilja Guðmundsdóttir

Hressó 
21:00 White Signal
Jómfrúin
15:00 Sigurðar Flosasonar and Hans 

Olding Quartet
Kaffibarinn 
21:00 DJ IntroBeats
Langholtskirkja 
20:00 Graduale Nobili with Jodie Landau 

& Wild Up
Lebowski Bar 
21:00 Dj Raggi
Paloma 
22:00 DJ CasaNova & Pilsner 2.25%
Park 
21:00 DJ Eisteins
Prikið 
22:00 DJ Egill Cali / Emmsjé

Sunday August 31
Bravó 
16:00 Heimir Jóhannsson
16:40 Þorgerður Ása
17:20 Hjalti Þorkelsson
18:00 Lame Dudes
18:40 Belle around the neck
19:20 Gunna Lára
20:00 The Friday night Idols
20:40 Out of the woods (DK)
21:20 Hinemoa
22:00 Insol
22:40 One Bad Day
23:20 Skúli mennski
00:00 Midnight Jam session
Den Danske Kro 
22:00 Troubadour Roland
English Pub 
21:00 Troubadour Danni
Frederiksen Ale House 
21:00 DJ addyholm
Hressó
21:00 Live Jazz Jam Session
Kaffibarinn 
21:00 DJ Alfons X 
Lebowski Bar 
21:00 DJ Haraldur Einarss

Monday September 1
Café Rosenberg 
21:00 Carli & Julie Kennedy
Den Danske Kro 
22:00 Troubadour Tryggvi
English Pub 
21:00 Troubadour Ingi Valur

Tuesday September 2
Café Rosenberg 
21:00 Acoustic-rock & pop cover band 
Hafnarborg
12:00 Lunch Time Concert: Elmar 

Gilbertsson 
KEX Hostel
20:30 KEX Jazz
English Pub 
21:00 Troubador Tryggvi

Wednesday September 3
Café Rosenberg 
20:00 The Aristocrats 
Den Danske Kro 
22:00 Troubadour Hreimur
English Pub 
21:00 Troubadour Biggi
Harpa 
20:00 Yoga Soundscapes + Yoga Moves
Húrra
22:00 Grísalappalísa

Thursday September 4
Bar 11 
21:00 DJ Smutty Smith
Café Rosenberg 
21:00 Bellstop
Den Danske Kro 
22:00 Troubadour Pétur
Dillon 
21:00 The Roulette
English Pub 
21:00 Troubadours Hjálmar & Dagur
Gaukurinn 
21:00 Óregla / Bagoura
Harpa 
19:30 Litton Opens the Season
Húrra 
22:00 Valdimar
Kaffibarinn 
21:00 Hellert & Jörg

Friday September 5
Bar 11 
21:00 Casino Fatso
Café Rosenberg 
21:00 Kristjana Arngríms & Steindór 

Andersen

Harpa
Austurbakki 2 (C4)  |   19:30 |  ISK Starting at 2,400

11
September

Bravó & Café Rosenberg 

Laugavegur 22 & Klapparstígur 25 | August 29-Sept 1 | ISK Free!

Two Dead Musicians and One Still Kicking  
Víkingur Plays Beethoven

Go Acoustic Or Go Home  
Melodica Festival Reykjavík

Loud Catchy Soulful Punk  
Pink Street Boys cassette release concert

Internets
Húrra, Tryggvagata 22 (C3)  |  22:00 |  ISK 500

Brace yourself! Lauded pianist Víkingur Heiðar Ólafsson is 
performing a trio of classical pieces at Harpa, only one of which 
will be Beethoven’s famous “Piano Concerto no. 1.” The night will 
open with a piece by Páll P. Pálsson, the only non-dead composer 
of the night, followed by the aforementioned Beethoven piece, 
before the show climaxes with a piece by another dead hero, 
Prokofiev and his “Symphony no. 6.” If you’re into pianos, dead 
people or classical music, this is definitely your thing. AH

Melodica Festival celebrates the bonding of local and international 
musicians in an attempt to reach new audiences through intimate 
acoustic performances. This year, the festival features 40 talented 
singer/songwriters from all over Iceland, Germany, the UK and 
beyond, including celebrated local heroes like Svavar Knútur, 
Adda, and Skúli Mennski.  SL
Photo by Hörður Sveinsson

The lo-fi garage punk rockers of Pink Street Boys swept through 
the Eistnaflug, Innipúkinn and Norðanpaunk festivals, earning 
nothing but praise for their great stage presence and jammy tunes. 
In true punk fashion, their new release isn’t an album—nope, it’ a 
cassette, goddamnit. ‘Trash From The Boys,’ is out now through 
Lady Boy Records and will melt your face. The physical release 
is limited to just 50 laser-engraved copies, presented in a laser-
cut recycled sleeve, so make sure to nab one and become part 
of Icelandic music history; those kids are going places. They are 
joined by Skelkur í bringu, Panos From Komodo, and Rattofer. 
TGB

29
August



MUSIC
CONCERTS & NIGHTLIFE

Den Danske Kro 
21:00 Troubadours Roland / Tryggvi & 

Ingi Valur

Dillon 
21:00 Captain Syrup
English Pub 
21:00 Troubadours Raggi / Alexander 

& Guðmann
Gaukurinn 
21:00 Dimma / Oni / Nykur
Græni Hatturinn 
21:00 Ljótu Hálfvitarnir
Harpa 
19:00 Days of Gray – Hjaltalín
21:00 Days of Gray – Hjaltalín
Kaffibarinn 
21:00 Margeir
Paloma 
21:00 DJ Kári / Dj Pilsner 2.25%
Park 
21:00 DJ Eisteins

Saturday September 6
Bíó Paradís 
18:00 Björk: Biophilia Live
Den Danske Kro 
21:00 Troubadours Ellert / Hjammi & 

Daggi
Dillon 
21:00 Reykjavíkurdætur / Leaves
English Pub 
21:00 Troubadours Magnús & Ívar / 

Steini & Eiki
Gaukurinn 
21:00 Jack live
Harpa
19:30 Stuðmenn Tívolí
22:30 Stuðmenn Tívolí
Háskólabíó 
20:00 Mannakorn
Kaffibarinn 
21:00 Lagaffe Tales DJ Night
Paloma 
21:00 DJ Hunk of a Man
Park 
21:00 DJ Frikki Frigore
Salurinn 
20:00 Jónína Aradóttir & Band

Sunday September 7
Den Danske Kro 
22:00 Troubadour Ellert
English Pub 
21:00 Troubadour Danni
Hressó
21:00 Live Jazz Jam Session
Paloma 
21:00 Einar Sonic
Salurinn 
16:00 Söngvar um svífandi fugla

Monday September 8

Den Danske Kro 
21:00 Troubadour Ingi Valur
English Pub 
21:00 Troubadour Tryggvi

Tuesday September 9
Café Rosenberg 
21:00 Helgi Georgsson memoriam 

concert
Den Danske Kro 
22:00 Troubadour Tryggvi
English Pub 
21:00 DJ Arnar “beib”
KEX Hostel 
21:00 KEX Jazz

Wednesday September 10
Den Danske Kro 
22:00 Troubadour Hreimur

Thursday September 11
Café Rosenberg 
21:00 Leikfélagið Sýnir Improvisation
Den Danske Kro 
22:00 Troubadour Pétur
Dillon 
21:00 Möller records night: 

Futuregrapher / Bistro Boy
English Pub 
21:00 Troubadours Alexander & 

Guðmann
Harpa 
19:30 Víkingur plays Beethoven

Vegamótastíg   |  101 Reykjavík   |  tel. 511 3040   |  www.vegamot.is

Diverse menu, 
great value and 
a wide selection 
of cocktails, beers 
and wines. 
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Parti With Gauti
Emmsjé Gauti

Dolly
Hafnarstræti 4 (D3)   |  21:00  |  ISK TBA

5
September

Heyo! Whatup? The one and only Emmsjé Gauti has claimed 
a night at Dollý. You should definitely be there, if Scandinavian 
middle-class hip hop is your kind of thing. Head right over to Dolly, 
grab a couple of drinks, take off your shirt and hit the drums real 
hard—Gauti can’t be the only one who wants to do that. SL

Daughters Of The Trees
Reykjavíkurdætur / Leaves

Dillon
Laugavegur 30 (E5)   |  21:00  |  ISK 500

The smooth and melodious tunes of alternative rock band Leaves 
along with the energetic and upbeat rhythms of the female rap 
collective Reykjavíkurdætur will ensure a great balance to your 
evening. Leaves have, after all, material from a whopping four 
acclaimed albums to perform, and Reykjavíkurdætur’s songs are 
always topical. SL

Don’t Miss This!
GusGus Album Release Show

Reykjavík Art Museum: Hafnarhús
Tryggvagata 17 (D3)   |  21:00  |  ISK 5,000

5
September

It’s time to get “Obnoxiously Sexual” with dance kings GusGus 
before they leave town to tour the world twice over. If you don’t 
make it, you might have to wait “Another Life” to see them again. 
It'll surely prove difficult to “Sustain” yourself as you're left to 
“Crossfade” all by your lonesome. Yup, they're not even slated to 
appear at Airwaves, not even a “God Application” can help you. 
Surely, this is “Not The First Time” you’ve wanted to see them. 
“Believe” us, this show will blow your mind. SL
Photo by Matthew Eisman

6
September



ART
OPENINGS AND ONGOING

August 29-Sept 11
How to use the listings: Venues 
are listed alphabetically by day. 
For complete listings and detailed 
information on venues visit listings.
grapevine.is Send us your listings to: 
listings@grapevine.is

Opening
Art67
30x30

This is a group exhibition by LITKA 
Myndlistarfélag ("LITKA Art 
Association") with works by 58 
member artists. There will be 50 
paintings on 30x30 canvases (see 
what they did there?), and the last 
eight will be watercolour artists.
Opens September 2
Runs until September 30

Hafnarborg
Track

Track brings together works of 
interesting artists who are known 
for tackling abstract experiences in 
a tangible and impressive way. The 
exhibition showcases Icelandic artists 
Daníel Magnússon, Guðrún Hrönn 
Ragnarsdóttir, Ívar Brynjólfsson, Ívar 
Valgarðsson, Sólveig Aðalsteinsdóttir 
and Þóra Sigurðardóttir.
Opens August 29
Runs until October 19

Harbinger
The Context Collection

Anna Líndal's new exhibit will be 
showing things out of context, like 
apples, plastic from the sea, diaries 
and moss. All of them, despite their 
vague origins, will have an emotional 
point of contact, brought about by 
the survey methods she used to 
collect them.
Opens August 30
Runs until September 13

Kunstschlager 
Isolation

Jóna Hlíf Halldórsdóttir is showing 
her stuff. She likes to combine text 
with objects in unique ways, and we 
expect this will be no different. 
Opens September 6
Runs until September 20

Týsgallerí 
Mót/Print

Artist Karlotta Blöndal will be 
showing her works at Týsgallerí. 
Her work is typically text heavy and 
explores the notion of language.
Opens September 4
Runs until September 28

Wind And Weather Gallery
It’s Over

Artist Erica Eyres’ work is primarily 
concerned with narrative, and is 
realized through series of drawings, 
videos, and sculptures. Most recently, 
she has been developing a body of 
ceramic wigs, balloons and gloves 
that are are rendered flat.
Opens September 1
Runs until October 30th

Ongoing
Anarkía
The Erotic In Figure And Landscape

The Ukrainian Serhiy Savchenko 
primarily works with figurative 
paintings and landscapes, as well as 
a vivid eroticism reminiscent of Caim 
Soutine.
Runs until August 31

From Pragmatism Of Kaizimir 
Malewich To Godless Case

The Belorussian Alexandrs Zabavchik 
is very focused on tranquility, and 
he works a lot with the colour white, 
and in this exhibit he examines the 
possibility of creativity and art in a 
world without god.
Runs until August 31

Árbær Museum
A guided tour in English through this 
open air museum, which consists of 
twenty buildings happens daily at 
13:00. Admission 1,100 ISK.
On permanent view

Art67
By The River

With her third paintings exhibit at 
Art67, Margrét H. Hauksdóttir's new 
gallery focuses on rivers which are 
inspired by her time fly-fishing and 
lounging by riverbanks.
Runs until August 31

ASÍ Art Gallery
Sniffer

This traveling piece takes over all of 

ASÍ, having just come from Glasgow. 
In it, a creature inspired by Oliver 
Twist and called Sniffer has come to 
life. His story is told and it’s pretty 
weird.
Runs until September 7

Ladies, Beautiful Ladies 
Birgir Birgisson follows up on the 
questions at the heart of the politics 
of representation, addressed through 
the visual negotiations of blondes 
in our cultural environment. This 
exhibition presents a variety of works 
that reach from painting on canvas 
to installation to works on paper 
and connects them to the issue of 
how identities are made, shaped, 
distributed and retold.
Runs until December 31

Café Flora
A Moment

Christine Gísladóttir’s still-life 
photo exhibition ‘A Moment’ is an 
ode to bygone times, inspired by 
Dutch artists such as Vermeer and 
Rembrandt, as well as Japanese 
philosophy which focuses on the 
beauty in imperfections. The photos 
were a part of her final project at The 
School Of Photography.
Runs until September 5

The Culture House
This exhibit showcases principal 
medieval manuscripts, such as 
Codices Regii of the Poetic Edda, 
Prose Edda, law codices and 
Christian works, and the Icelandic 
Sagas. 
On permanent view

Child of Hope - Youth and Jón 
Sigurðsson 

This exhibit explores the life 
of Icelandic national hero Jón 
Sigurðsson, made especially 
accessible to children, families and 
school groups.
On permanent view

Millennium - Phase One 
A selection of pieces is on view 
from the collection of the National 
Gallery, including a variety of works 
by Icelandic artists in the last two 
centuries.
On permanent view

The Library Room 
The old reading room of the National 
Library displays books of Icelandic 
cultural history dating from the 16th 
century to the present day.
On permanent view

Do it!

Whale 
Watching
& Puffin Tours 
from Reykjavík

1½ hour

Departure times: 10.00  &  14.00Sími/Tel.  861 3840

We are located in the whale watch-
ing area at Reykjavík Old Harbour.

Wind and Weather Gallery
Hverfisgata 37 (E5)  | Sept 1-Oct 7 |  all day |  ISK Free!

Wigs, Gloves, Balloons, Oh My!!!
'It’s Over' by Erica Eyres

The Einar Jónsson Museum
The museum contains close to 300 
artworks including a beautiful garden 
with 26 bronze casts of the artist's 
sculptures.
On permanent view

Gallerí Fold
Karl Hall show

Karl Hall’s new art exhibit opens this 
day. There are 13 large oil paintings 
made in the last year, depicting plants 
and animals with strong colours 
and abstract themes like the human 
relationship with nature.
Runs until September 31

Pure Evil Nightmare
British wall artist Pure Evil has come 
to Reykjavík and has infiltrated the 
city. He takes famous faces, like those 
of Andy Warhol, Elizabeth Taylor, and 
Audrey Hepburn, and turns them into 
a nightmare. He’s also left some works 
all over the city for people to find, if 
that’s your kind of thing.
Runs until August 31

Gallerí Skilti
Pura Vida

British artist S Mark Gubb went to 
Costa Rica, got inspired by the casual 
atmosphere and the concept of “pura 
vida,” the catchall phrase for positivity. 
So he brought it to Reykjavík with a 
sign that points anyone in the right 
direction to find their own Pura Vida, 
or good life.
Runs until December 15

Gljúfrasteinn
"Fín frú, sendill og allt þar á milli"

This exhibition features photos, works 
and audio clips of the museum's 
creator, Auður Sveinsdóttir, Halldór 
Laxness's wife. She played many roles 
at the museum, as a fine lady, running 
errands and making everything work.
Runs until September 28

Hverfisgallerí
Selfsame

This exhibition of new works by Bjarki 
Bragason, Claudia Hausfeld and 
Hildigunnur Birgisdóttir focuses on 
definitions of objecthood and different 
approaches in surveying a site. The 
starting point of their conversation 
was a mound of rust mimicking a 
stone sitting on a beach at the place 
of a former garbage tip in western 
Reykjavík, and the rest of the work 
flourishes from there.
Runs until October 4

Erica likes to express her ideas through various media, like video, 
sculpture and drawings, and in ‘It’s Over’ she explores the idea 
of costume and disguise. Ceramic wigs and gloves and balloons 
are deflated without a human touch to hold them up, calling to 
mind relief sculpture like in the friezes of Greco-Roman buildings. 
Minus the whole Greco-Roman thing, of course. As the items 
cannot be worn by people—or by anything for that matter—and in 
their flatness act as objects tossed aside, one is forced to ponder: 
“What are they for?” 

Only one way to find out. RSL



ART
OPENINGS AND ONGOING

i8 Gallery
Hrafnkell Sigurðsson Solo Show

Multimedia artist Hrafnkell, an i8 
regular, will be doing something fun. 
You should check it out, because he’s 
really pretty cool.
Runs until October 4

Revelation
This photo exhibition by Hrafnkell 
Sigurdsson explores themes 
relating to nature, the man-made, 
the sublime, culture and consumer 
society. For example, the bubble wrap 
in water could seem nothing more 
than drifting litter, the air trapped in 
the plastic generates a sense of life 
within the inorganic shells, imbuing 
the shapes with an eerie power. Set 
against the backdrop of an infinite, 
dark abyss, it achieves a mystical, 
transcendent aspect.
Runs until October 11

The Icelandic Phallological 
Museum 

The museum contains a collection of 
more than two hundred and fifteen 
penises and penile parts belonging to 
almost all the land and sea mammals 
that can be found in Iceland. There’s 
also a penis sculpture honoring 
the Icelandic men’s handball team, 
though confusingly it does not 
feature their actual penises.
On permanent view

Icelandic Printmaker’s 
Association
Boston Printmakers Association 

Icelandic Printmakers Association 
will be hosting some of the Boston 
Printmakers Association's finest 
artists to enjoy the culture, and to 
introduce both their own art and 
Icelandic art in the same field.
Runs until September 15

Kling & Bang Gallery
Life - Efi

Choreographer Margrét Bjarnadóttir 
exhibits a series of works reflecting 
on the transformative quality of 
doubt. These pieces for the gallery—
including video installations, works 
on paper, and photographs—highlight 
Margrét's continuing fascination 
with the double nature of reality. 
She explores how words are hidden 
within words, how landscapes 
contain other landscapes, and how 
she only dances when necessary. 
The exhibit is a part of the Reykjavík 
Dance Festival.
Runs until September 28

Kópavogur Art Museum 
Gerðarsafn
Mireya Samper Solo Show

International artist Mireya (who was 
born in Iceland) doesn’t let herself 
be constrained by things such as 
material or form. She works in all 
media, from landart to knitting to 
knives to paintings and drawings. 
Runs until September 7

Listamenn Gallerí
New works by painter Hlaðgerður 
Íris Björnsdóttir will be shown at 

Listamenn. Her paintings mainly 
feature children depicted moodily 
and pensively, posed in a way harking 
back to classic family portraits. This 
show is of her new works, and will 
be a pleasurable way to spend an 
afternoon.
Runs until September 13

Reykjavík Dance Festival
The art museum will be participating 
in the city's dance festival with a 
diverse programme taking place at 
the Hafnarhús location.
Runs until August 31

Mokka Kaffi
Touch

Touching is the central theme in 
Ragnheiður’s pictures, the texture 
of the works inseparable from their 
meaning. Every piece, large or small, 
is filled with all her emotions and 
feelings, born of her own life, spiritual 
and physical. But like with most 
works of art, you can look but can’t 
touch.
Runs until October 2

Museum of Design and Applied 
Art
Are you ready, Madame President?

The exhibition displays clothing 
and other accessories from the 
wardrobe of former Icelandic 
President Vigdís Finnbogadóttir. The 
exhibition gives visitors a glimpse 
into Vigdís's preferences in choosing 
her wardrobe and style, and also the 
personal lives and habits of heads of 
state.
Runs until October 5

Hjalti Karlsson: This Is How I Do It
Hjalti Karlsson, last year's recipient 
of the Nordic Torsten and Wanja 
Söderberg prize is holding an 
exhibition featuring work specially 
created for the occasion of the prize. 
Hjalti's work, from newspaper page 
to moving graphics, from educational 
exhibition form to the place-specific 
art installation, shows traces of 
both classic schooling and Icelandic 
narrative tradition. 
Runs until October 5

National Gallery
Dodda Maggý: Video Screenings at 
the Café

Artist, filmmaker and composer 
Dodda Maggý will have her video 
series open at the café of the 
National Gallery this day. She 
attempts to externalize the internal 
dimensions of dreams, memories and 
imagination.
Opens September 4

Sigurjón Ólafsson Retrospective
The National Gallery of Iceland opens 
a retrospective exhibition of the 
works of abstract sculptor Sigurjón 
Ólafsson (1908–1982). Ólafsson was 
one of the most influential Icelandic 
artists in the postwar era, and was in 
the forefront of Icelandic sculpture 
throughout his life.
Runs until October 29

Snorri Ásmundsson: 50 video-

portraits
Snorri Ásmundsson (1966) has for 
years been making one-minute-long 
video-portraits of people in his in 
his immediate environment. Fifty 
portraits will be presented publicly 
for the first time in Iceland in relation 
to regular video exhibitions that are 
on display at the National Gallery 
café. Among the people portrayed 
are many known individuals such as 
Einar Örn Benediktsson, writers Sjón 
and Guðrún Eva Mínervudóttir, artists 
Ragnar Kjartansson, Steingrímur 
Eyfjörð, Erla Þórarinsdóttir, and 
Þorvaldur Þorsteinsson, musician 
Krummi Björgvinsson and athlete 
Gunnar Nelson.
Runs until August 31

At Twilight
One of Iceland’s defining features, 
precious little gem that it is, is its 
period of twilight. This exhibition 
sheds light on this oft taken for 
granted solar elevation angle, as its 
artists explore its prompt contrasts 
between light and darkness. An 
insight is provided into the process of 
research and exploration of Icelandic 
artists on refraction, shadow play 
and optical acrobatics in nature. 
Further focus is placed on its mythical 
properties and Icelanders' fascination 
with describing dark creatures in rich, 
vibrant stories. The works are all by 
Icelandic artists, spanning from 1900 
to 2013.
Runs until September 21

The National Museum
Icelandic Silverwork

See various silver pieces and the 
methods of their making at this exhibit 
commemorating the 150th anniversary 
of the National Museum of Iceland.
On permanent view

Sodium Sun
Photographer Stuart Richardson 
exhibits a series of photographs on 
Icelandic streetlights, their locales and 
the weather.
Runs until December 31

The Making Of A Nation
This exhibition is intended to provide 
insight into the history of the Icelandic 
nation from the Settlement to the 
present day.
On permanent view 

Snapshots Of A Moment
Þorsteinn Jósepsson (1907–1967) 
was a widely travelled author and 
journalist. Þorsteinn’s photography 
presents an intricate panorama of 
Icelandic life and a rapidly changing 
rural landscape. His collection 
of photographs is one of the 
largest, most important and most 
comprehensive private collections 
from the twentieth century preserved 
in Iceland’s National Museum of 
Photography, a part of the National 
Museum of Iceland.
Runs until December 31

The Old Harbour
Iceland Expo Pavillion

Every day from 10:00 to 22:00, 
Sagafilms projects a film of Icelandic 
scenery inside their Iceland Expo 
Pavillion which provides a unique 360 
degree movie experience.
On permanent view  

Reykjavík Art Museum - 
Ásmundarsafn
Selection from the Ásmundur 
Sveinsson Collection 

The exhibition spans over Ásmundur  
Sveinsson’s entire career and shows 
how his artistic vision developed 
throughout his life. 
Runs until August 31 

Reykjavík Art Museum - 
Hafnarhús
Erró: The World Today

The Reykjavík Art Museum's already 
large collection of paintings by Erró 
has grown considerably in recent 
years, as the artist continues to donate 
his more recent works. These pieces–
including collages, oils, watercolours 
and enamels–are all on display. 
Runs until September 28

Your Compound View
The exhibition comprises a total of 
about 80 pieces from the period 1970–
2010, representing three generations 
of artists. The origins of Icelandic 
contemporary art can be traced 
back to the rebellion of the “SÚM 
generation” (SÚM – Association of 
Young Artists) against the dominant 
position of abstract painters in 

RAGNAR AXELSSON

MI RROR OF L I FE
24 May – 7  September 2014

ADMISSION FREE

GRÓFARHÚS 6th Floor 
Tryggvagata 15, 101 Reykjavik

Opening Hours: Mon–Thu 12–19
Fridays 12–18, Weekends 13–17

www.photomuseum.is
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REYKJAVÍK MARITIME 
MUSEUM

Z

REYKJAVÍK MARITIME 

 Nær ein alda rís er önnur vís
As one wave arises, another is sure to follow

WELCOME TO THE

PO
RT
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Open daily 10 – 17
Guided tours of the Guard Vessel 
Odinn daily at: 11, 13, 14 and 15
 

Grandagardur 8, Reykjavík
www.maritimemuseum.is

It’s Local!
Lókal

Iðnó, National Theatre, Tjarnarbíó & more
August 28 - Sept 19   19:00-00:00 | ISK from 2,500 

Rejoice! The Lókal theatre festival is back for its seventh 
rendition! As of yesterday, Reykjavík is full of Lókal-life, with 
all sorts of shows by both local and international troupes 
happening throughout the city for the duration of the festival. 
For this year's Lókal, the performances focus on quintessential 
aspects of Icelandic society. In addition to the numerous theatre 
performances, there will also be art, live music, discounted food, 
and reasonably priced drinks on offer. The festival wraps up with 
the great party band Grísalappalísa playing at the Dance atelier.   
SL



Culture

Don’t Shoot Bears
Food

Summer's Over?

Film

Calling All Björkophiles

This film explores the boundaries of music, nature 
and technology by documenting the creation of a 
project that encompasses music, apps, Internet, 
installations, and live shows. 'Biophilia Live' 
features Björk and her band playing the songs 
of  ‘Biophilia’ using a wide array of instruments, 
traditional, digital and specially crafted for the 
album, enriched by the most spectacular visual 
effects inspired by natural phenomena. SL

Bears On Ice  
All over Reykjavík |  all day | ISK from 10,500

September 3

September 3

Summer Food Market  
Harpa, Austurbakki 2 (C4) |  11:00-17:00

Björk: Biophilia Live Premiere Show  
Bíó Paradís, Hverfisgata 54 (E5) |  18:00

Put your guns away, boys, these are not polar 
bears, lost and hungry; they are simply the gay 
bears of Iceland and their international brethren 
having their annual meet-up in Reykjavík. For 
those that have longed for a chance to connect 
with their inner bear and explore the scene, Bears 
On Ice is just what the doctor ordered. The three 
day programme leaves enough time to pursue 
other interests and get acquainted with the other 
bears and cubs. AH         Photo by Páll Guðjónsson

As winter rears its ugly head, patiently waiting just 
around the corner, Iceland’s farmers and chefs 
are apparently nonplussed, choosing to ignore it 
altogether. Defying the rules of nature, the gang 
are staging one last Summer Food Market, in 
hopes that they can capture that elusive summer 
spirit one last time. Expect fresh produce, good 
food, and a chance to dance along to some folk 
tunes. AH

Two      Weeks
The Grapevine picks the events, places and what to experience in the next two weeks

Reykjavík Map Happy Hour Guide Places We Like Best Of Reykjavík Practical Info
Reykjavík August 29 - September 11 Keep it in your pocket

IN YOUR 
POCKET

WHAT'S
INSIDE

The viking:info
Laugavegur 1 · Reykjavík 
Hafnarstræti 1 - 3 · Reykjavík
Hafnarstræti 104 · Akureyri

info@theviking.is
www.theviking.is

TAX FREE

SOUVENIR SHOP 

SHOP OF THE YEAR 2012

Akureyri

Reykjavík

Experience
Iceland with
Vodafone!
Get the best value by purchasing prepaid 
mobile starter kit with voice and data. 

Full list of resellers at
vodafone.is/wheretobuy

Vodafone
Power to you

6-12 
September

30-31 
August

4-7 
September

ROCK THE GLAM OUT The energetic camp 
glam-infused, saxophone-playing punk rock band
Grísalappalísa are playing at the Einstök-offering 
venue Húrra on this fine Wednesday of Wednes-
day. If you haven’t seen this band before, you are in 
for a treat, as they will doubtlessly bring it, singing 
about the inherent vulnerability of the male psyche 
in today’s world. And being rock and fucking roll.

COLLECT YOUR TICKETS NOW Instrumenmtal 
rock/fusion supergroup The Aristocrats are 
making their way here and will perform a live gig at 
Café Rosenberg that no music aficionados can let 
slip by them. Composed of guitarist Guthrie Govan 
(Asia / GPS / Steven Wilson), bassist Bryan Beller 
(Frank Zappa / Dethklok) and drummer Marco 
Minnemann (Steven Wilson / Necrophagist). 
Admission: 4,500 ISK.

September 5

SWEET SOUNDS The 2013 US-made Icelandic-
filmed 'Days of Gray' silent film featured the mu-
sic of indie superstars Hjaltalín, and is now being 
shown in Harpa with live music from the band at 
19:00 and 21:00. Admission from 3,900 ISK.
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Save Water, Drink Beer

AUSTURSTRÆTI 12  •  101 REYKJAVÍK  • ENSKIBARINN@ENSKIBARINN.IS  

LIVE MUSIC EVERY NIGHT
All the events and all the action

on 5 Big HD Screens.
Icelandic beer on draft.

Fish • Lamb • Whale
Icelandic cuisine with a twist
Icelandic music and nightlife

Mix with the locals 
...and all the Icelandic beers in one awsome place!

INGÓLFSSTRÆTI 1A      101 REYKJAVÍK
WWW.ISLENSKIBARINN.IS     TEL: 517 6767

E D

A

Eating

Drinking

Lækjarbrekka

Situated in one of the older buildings in 
downtown Reykjavík (built in 1834), Lækjar-
brekka has been a celebrated institution of 
fine dining since the location
was extensively renovated in the early ‘80s.

Bankastræti 2

Litli Bóndabærinn

If it’s a hot shot of strong java you need, this 
take-away joint will dose you up with some 
of the finest caffeinated beverages in town. 
The small digs are dressed up in authentic 
farm threads and the service will charm you 
into wishing you could move in for a while. 
Their international staff makes it especially 
visitor-friendly.

Laugavegur 41

6 Stofan

Voted the best place to read a book in the 
Grapevine Best of Reykjavík 2012 awards, this 
old-timey coffee house is something straight 
out of a Carl Larsson painting. A perfect place 
to spend the day sitting on their antique 
furniture and sipping delicious drinks, both 
alcoholic and otherwise.

Vesturgata 3

8 Kaffi Kigali

This quaint little coffee house, offers a 
variety of Rwandan coffee drinks with beans 
straight from the farmer at very afford-
able rates, including the must-try Afríkano 
drink. Whether you plan to lounge around 
on Facebook or want to take your date 
somewhere new, we recommend checking 
out Kaffi Kigali.

Ingólfsstræti 8

9Prikið

Prikið is one of those places that shape-shifts. 
It’s a warm café lined with photographs of its 
senior frequenters on weekdays, a hung-over 
hangout on weekend afternoons, and during 
nights it’s filled to the brim with what remains 
of Iceland’s hip hop scene. Go there in the 
daytime for the cheap burgers; enter at night 
for some OTT hip-hop debauchery, old skool 
and the latest bangers alike.

Bankastræti 12

7

Useful Numbers

Emergency number: 112
Medical help: 1770
Dental emergency: 575 0505
Information: 118
Taxi: Hreyfill-Bæjarleiðir: 588 5522
     BSR: 561 0000

 Tax-Free Refund

Iceland Refund, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 564 6400

 Tourist Information

Arctic Adventures, Laugavegur 11,
tel: 562 7000
City Centre, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 590 1550
Iceland Excursions – Grayline Iceland, 
Hafnarstræti 20, tel: 540 1313

The Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2, 
tel: 522 4979
Trip, Laugavegur 54, tel: 433 8747

 Pharmacies

Lyf og heilsa, Egilsgata 3, tel: 563 1020
Lyfja, Laugavegur 16, tel: 552 4045 and Lág-
múla 5, tel: 533 2300

 Coach Terminal

BSÍ, Vatnsmýrarvegur 10,
tel: 562 1011, www.bsi.is

 Domestic Airlines

Air Iceland, Reykjavíkurflugvöllur,
tel: 570 3030, www.flugfelag.is
Eagle Air, Hótel Loftleiðir, tel: 562 4200

 Public Transport

The only public transport available in Reykjavík 
is the bus. Most buses run every 20–30 minutes 
(the wait may be longer on weekends) and the 
price per fare is 350 ISK for adults and children. 
Multiple day passes are available for purchase at 
select locations. Complete route map available 
at: www.bus.is. Tel: 540 2700. Buses run from 
07:00–24:00 on weekdays and 10:00–24:00 on 
weekends. Main terminals are: Hlemmur and 
Lækjartorg.
Opening Hours

Bars and clubs: According to regulations, 
bars can stay open until 01:00 on weekdays and 
04:30 on weekends.

Shops: Mon–Fri 10:00–18:00, Sat 10:00–16:00, 
Sun closed. The shopping centres Kringlan and 
Smáralind as well as most supermarkets and 
tourist shops have longer opening hours. 
Swimming pools: Weekdays 06:30–22:00 and 
weekends 09:00–17:00, although each pool 
varies plus or minus a few hours.  
Banks in the centre are open Mon-Fri 09:00-
16:00.

 Post Offices 

Post offices are located around the city. The 
downtown post office is at Pósthússtræti 3–5, 
open Mon–Fri 09:00–18:00. Stamps are also 
sold at bookstores, gas stations, tourist shops 
and some grocery stores.

8

2

Places We Like

5 3

B

7

GRANDAGARÐUR 2, 101 REYKJAVÍK
TEL.: 511 1517

WWW.SAGAMUSEUM.IS

A Viking museum that 
gives a compelling view 

into Icelandic history

9

1

For those with a bit of time on their hands, the 
evening is well spent at Tapas Barinn, where 
you can indulge yourself feasting on course 
after delicious course of miniature dishes 
served in true Spanish style. There is also a 
lounge for those who want to hang out and 
sip a fine glass of red.

Vesturgata 3b
Tapas Barinn5

Hamborgarafabrikkan

Reykjavík’s premier burger ‘factory’ offers up 
some of the fanciest and craziest burgers in 
town. The restaurant, owned and operated by 
two local TV celebs, pulls off some adventur-
ous takes on the classic meat-and-buns. 
Check out the ‘Lamburger’ and that
crazy chicken breast thing.

Katrínartún 2
4

Rub23

Originally situated in the heart of Akureyri, 
Rub23 serves up fish, meat and sushi and just 
opened up a second location in downtown 
Reykjavík. Their fusion concept uses selected 
‘rubs’ or sauces that master chef and pro-
prietor Einar Geirsson created to delight the 
senses.

Aðalstræti 2

3

Borg Restaurant

Located on the ground floor of the glamorous 
Hotel Borg, this new addition to Reykjavík 
dining offers the artful fusion of Asian and 
Icelandic food by master chef Völundur 
Völundarson. They are open for breakfast, 
lunch, brunch and dinner. Cocktails are also 
quickly becoming a favourite for their style 
and affordable prices.

Pósthússtræti 9
2

1

12
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Venue Finder
Music & Entertainment

Museums & Galleries

6 7 8 9

Austur
Austurstræti 7 | C3

B5
Bankastræti 5 | D4  
Bar 11
Hverfisgötu 18 | E5  
Bíó Paradís 
Hverfisgata 54 | E5  
Bjarni Fel 
Austurstræti 20 | E4

Boston
Laugavegur 28b | E5

Brikk
Hafnarstræti 18 | C4

Bunk
Laugavegur 28 | E5

Coocoo's Nest
Grandagarður 23 | B2 

Den Danske Kro
Ingólfsstræti 3 | E4  
Dillon
Laugavegur 30 | E5 

Dolly 
Hafnarstræti 4 | D3

Dubliner 
Hafnarstræti 1-3 | D3  
English Pub
Austurstræti 12 | D3

Frederiksen Ale House
Vegamótastígur 4 | D3 

Gaukurinn 
Tryggvagata 22 | D3

Hressó
Austurstræti 20 | D3

Húrra
Tryggvagata 22 | C3  
Kaffibarinn
Bergstaðastræti 1 | E4  
Kaldi Bar / Café
Laugavegur 20b | E5  
Kigali
Ingólfsstræti 8 | E4  
Kofinn
Laugavegur 2 | E5  
Lavabarinn
Lækjargata 6 | E4  
Loft Hostel
Bankastræti 7 | E4

Ölsmiðjan 
Lækjargata 10 | E4

Ölstofan
Vegamótastígur 4 | E5

Paloma
Naustin 1-3 | D3  
Prikið
Bankastræti 12 | E4

Reykjavík Roasters
Kárastígur 1 | F5

Rósenberg
Klapparstígur 25 | E5

Stofan Café
Vesturgata 3 | D3

Thorvaldsen
Austurstræti 8 | D3

ART67
Laugavegur 67 |  F7
Mon-Fri 12-18 / Sat
12-16  
Aurora Reykjavík   
Grandagarður 2  |  B2
Mon-Sun 10-22
www.aurorareykjavik.is  
Ásgrimur Jónsson 
Museum
Bergstaðastræti 74 | G4
Mon-Fri through Sept. 1  
The Einar Jónsson  
Museum
Eiriksgata  |  G6
Tue–Sun 14–17
www.skulptur.is    
Hafnarborg
Strandgata 34, Haf-
narfjörður
www.hafnarborg.is

Hannesarholt 
Grundarstígur 10  |  F4
www.hannesarholt.is  
Hitt Húsið 
Gallery Tukt
Pósthússtræti 3-5  |  E3
www.hitthusid.is  
Hverfisgallerí 
Hverfisgata 4 | D4
www.hverfisgalleri.is  
i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16  |  D3
Tue–Fri 11–17 / Sat 
13–17 and by appoint-
ment. www.i8.is  
The Icelandic Phal-
lological Museum
Laugavegur 116  |  F8
www.phallus.is

Kirsuberjatréð
Vesturgata 4 |  C2
www.kirs.is  
Kling & Bang
Hverfisgata 42  |  E5
Thurs–Sun from 14–18
www.this.is/klingogbang

Knitting Iceland
Laugavegur 25 |  E5
www.knittingiceland.is  
Kunstschlager
Rauðarárstígur 1 |  G8
Mon-Sat from 15-18
www.kunstschlager.com  
Living Art Museum
Skúlagata 28 |  E7
Tue-Sun 12-17
www.nylo.is  
Mengi
Óðinsgata 2  |  F5

Mokka Kaffi
Skólavörðustígur 3A | F5
www.mokka.is

The National Gallery 
of Iceland
Fríkirkjuvegur 7  |  F3
Tue–Sun 11–17
www.listasafn.is  
The National Museum
Suðurgata 41  |  F2
Open daily 10–17
www.natmus.is

The Nordic House
Sturlugata 5  
Tue–Sun 12–17
www.nordice.is  
Reykjavík Art Gallery
Skúlagata 30  |  F7
Tue-Sun 14–18
www.artmuseum.is  
Reykjavík Art
Museum - 
Hafnarhús 
Tryggvagata 17 | D3
Open 10-17
Thursday 10-20
Kjarvalsstaðir
Flókagata 24
Open 10-17
Ásmundarsafn
Sigtún
Open 10-17
www.listasafnreykja-
vikur.is  
Reykjavík City Library
Tryggvagata 15  |  D3
www.borgarbokasafn.is  
Reykjavík City 
Museum -
Árbæjarsafn
Kistuhylur 4 
Open daily 10-17
Settlement Exhibition 
Reykjavík 871+/-2
Aðalstræti 17  |  D3
Open daily 10–17
Reykjavík Maritime 
Museum
Grandagarður 8  |  B2
Open daily 10-17
www.maritime-museum.
is
Reykjavík Museum of 
Photography
Tryggvagata 16  |  D3
Weekdays 12–19 / Sat–
Sun 13–17 
www.ljosmyndasafn-
reykjavikur.is 
Viðey Island - Where 
Art & History meet
Daily ferries from 
Reykjavík harbour at 
11:50 - 14:50  
Saga Museum
Grandagarður 2  |  B2
www.sagamuseum.is  
Sigurjón Ólafsson 
Museum
Laugarnestangi 70
www.lso.is  
SÍM
Hafnarstræti 16 | D3
Mon-Fri 10-16
www.sim.is   
Spark Design Space
Klapparstígur 33 |  E5
Mon-Fri 10-18
Sat 12-16
www.sparkdesign-
space.com  
Wind & Weather 
Gallery
Hverfisgata 37 | E5
www.windandweather.is  
ÞOKA
Laugavegur 25 | E5

New In Town

G

G

E

Fresco

For the last few weeks, we've heard 
nothing but high praise for Subway's new 
competitor, Fresco. Situated where Ali Baba 
used to be on Suðurlandsbraut, Fresco is 
perfect for car commuters and the 108 post 
code. True to its name's meaning being 
'fresh' and 'cool' in Italian and Spanish, 
Fresco's meals are all sorts of salads. If you 
can dream of a salad and wraps, you can 
probably make it a reality here.

Suðurlandsbraut 4

13

Spúútnik

If you have an afternoon to kill to look for 
some real gold, head to this trendy second-
hand shop to look through their endless 
stock of fashions from decades gone by. 
This is where the revolving door of fashion is 
truly found in town.

Laugavegur 28b

12Gilbert Úrsmiður

For this team of timepiece aficionados, 
making a watch is not simply mechanics 
but rather an artistic and meditative craft. 
Opened in 2005 by four watch collectors 
and designers, their handcrafted collections 
have quickly gained popularity at home and 
garnered attention abroad.

Laugavegur 62
11Shopping

 Public Phones

There aren’t many public payphones in the 
city centre. The tourist information centre 
at Aðalstræti 2, City Hall, Kolaportið, 
entrance at Landsbankinn and in Lækjar-
gata. Prepaid international phone cards 
are recommended for int’l callers.

 Internet Access

Most cafés offer free wireless internet 
access. Computers with internet connec-
tions are available to use at:
Ráðhúskaffi City Hall, Tjarnargata 11
Ground Zero, Frakkastígur 8, near 
Laugavegur 45, 
The Reykjavík City Library, Tryggvagata 15

The National and University Library, 
Arngrímsgata 3
Tourist Information Centre, Aðalstræti 2
Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2
Reykjavík Backpackers, Laugavegur 28

 Swimming Pools 

There are several swimming pools in 
Reykjavík. The one in 101 Reykjavík, 
Sundhöll Reykjavíkur, is an indoor one, 
located at Barónsstígur. It features a 
nice sunbathing area and some outdoor 
hot tubs. Opening hours: Mon-Thu from 
06:30–22:00, Fri from 06:30–20:00, 
Sat from 08:00–16:00 and Sun from 
10:00–18:00. 

 Public Toilets

Public toilets in the centre can be found 
inside the green-poster covered tow-
ers located, for example, at Hlemmur, 
Ingólfstortorg, by Hallgrímskirkja, by 
Reykjavík Art Museum, Lækjargata and by 
Eymundsson on Skólavörðustígur. Toilets 
can also be found inside the Reykjavík 
City Hall and the Reykjavík Library.

F

Gangleri Outfitters
Hverfisgata 82

10

The power duo Vaidas & Óskar started out as 
party buddies until they discovered their joint 
passion toward outdoor living. This passion 
grew to become Gangleri Outfitters. They rent 
out and sell everything that an unequipped 
traveller might need in Iceland.

4
6

10

H

11

13

CRAVING

What should you eat 
in Reykjavík? Shake 

your phone, and we will 
recommend you something 



A GUIDE 
THAT FUCKS 
YOU UP

101 Hótel
Every day from 16:00 to 18:00. Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 840 ISK.   
Austur
Thursday to Saturday from 20:00 to 00:00.  
Beer 800 ISK, Wine 800 ISK.  
B5
Every day from 16:00 to 22:00. Beer 550 ISK,
Cider 700 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.  
Bar 7
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 350 ISK, Shot 450 ISK
Bar 11
Friday to Saturday from 21:00 
to 00:00. Beer 500 ISK.   
Bíó Paradís
Monday to Sunday from 17:00 to 19:30.  
2 for 1 Beer 1,000 ISK and Wine 1,000 ISK.  
Bjarni Fel
Thursday to Sunday from 21:00 to 23:00. 2 for 
1 Beer 990 ISK, single with mixer 1,300 ISK.  
Boston
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.  
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 650 ISK.  
Bravó
Every day from 17:00 to 21:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 750 ISK.  
Bunk Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.  
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 750 ISK.  
Den Danske Kro
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 2 for 1 Beer 
950 ISK and 2 for 1 Wine 1,200 ISK.  
Dillon
Every day from 17:00 to 20:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Wine & Whisky 550 ISK.  
Dolly
Wednesday to Thursday from 20:00 to 22:00, 
Friday to Saturday from 20:00 to 23:00. Beer 
600 ISK, Wine 600 ISK.  
Dubliner
Every day from 16:00 until 22:00. Beer 600 
ISK, 2 for 1 Wine 1,000 ISK.   

A list of every 
Happy Hour in  
101 Reykjavík

Download the FREE 
Grapevine Appy 
Hour app!
Every happy hour in 
town in your pocket. 
Available in the App 
Store and on the 
Android Market.

Every year around the beginning of July, we make a BEST OF REYKJAVÍK ISSUE celebrating some 
of what makes Reykjavík-life worthwhile, posting some good entries into a hopefully never-ending 
discussion. The primary purpose of BEST OF REYKJAVÍK is celebration! It’s about big-upping stuff, 

giving mad props to it and patting it on the shoulder. The following are some nice tips we pulled 
from BEST OF REYKJAVÍK 2014 which you can read in full at www.grapevine.is.

With a fantastic brunch menu well suited 
to omnivores and vegans alike, picking 
the Coocoo’s Nest was a no-brainer for 
us. With a great selection of mouth-
watering sandwiches and Italian dishes, 
the real cream of the crop is their whole-
wheat maple syrup and strawberries 
pancakes. Add crunchy bacon, and you’ll 
be smiling for the rest of the week. Be 
advised, you may have to wait a spell to 
get a table as the restaurant has already 
earned itself a loyal following.

BEST SECOND HAND SHOP:  
SPÚÚTNIK

Best Of       Reykjavík

Grandagarður 23 Laugavegur 28b

Einar Ben
Every day from 17:00 to 20:00.
2 for 1 Beer 900 ISK and Wine 1,200 ISK  
Frederiksen Ale House
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.
2 for 1 Beer 1,000 ISK and Wine 1,100 ISK  
Gaukurinn
Wednesdays to Saturdays from 20:00 to 22:00.
Beer 500 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.
Hótel 1919
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 575 ISK,  
Hótel Holt Gallery Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. Beer 600 ISK, 
Wine 750 ISK, Cocktail of the day 1,200 ISK. 
Hótel Natura
Every day from 16:00 to 18:00. Beer 550 ISK, 
Wine 1,000 ISK, all drinks half price.  

Húrra
Every day from 18:00 to 22:00. Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 700 ISK.  
Iða Zimsen
Coffee happy hour every day from 8:00 to 
10:00. All coffee 300 ISK. Every day from 
19:00 to 22:00. Beer 445 ISK.  
Kaffi Kompaníið
Friday to Saturday from 15:00 to 17:00.  
2 for 1 Beer 850 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.  
Kaldi Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer for 650 ISK, Wine for 650 ISK.
Kiki Queer Bar
Thursday from 21:00 to 01:00. 
Beer 500 ISK, Shots 500 ISK.  
Kolabrautin
Every day from 16:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 450 ISK, Wine 700 ISK, Cocktails from 
1,000 ISK.
Lebowski Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
2 for 1 Beer 950 ISK and Wine 1,100 ISK.
Loft Hostel Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00.  
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.  
Micro Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. Beer 600 ISK.  
Miðgarður Bistro bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 600 ISK, all drinks half price.  
Nora Magasin
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, House Wine 600 ISK.  
Osushi
Every day from 12:00 to 18:00.
2 for 1 Beer 950 ISK and Wine 1,080 ISK.
Park
Friday to Saturday from 22:00 to 04:30.  
Beer 400 ISK, Shot 300 ISK.  
Prikið
Monday to Friday from 16:00 to 20:00.  
Beer 500 ISK.  
SKY Bar & Lounge
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00, Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 800 ISK.  
Slippbarinn
Every day from 15:00 to 18:00. Beer 500 ISK, 
Wine 500 ISK, selected Cocktails 1,000 ISK.  
Solon Bistro
Every day from 15:00 to 18:00. 
Beer 650 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.  
Stofan
Every day from 17:00 to 20:00. Beer 750 ISK.  
Tíu Dropar
Every day from 18:00 to 21:00. 2 for 1 Wine 
1100 ISK and Beer 1000 ISK.  
Vínsmarkkarinn
Monday to Saturday from 17:00 to 20:00.
Beer 600 ISK, Wine 700 ISK.   

If you’re at all into second hand 
shopping, there is no place you’ll enjoy 
more than Spúútnik. It has a wide variety 
of clothing, shoes and accessories for 
all genders and ages and definitely has 
the largest selection of vintage dresses, 
denim and printed shirts, and leather 
jackets in all of Reykjavík. Items are also 
pre-selected and arranged neatly so 
you’re not going to have to spend hours 
going through piles of junk!

BEST BRUNCH: 
COOCOO’S NEST

230 kr.

290 kr.

350 kr.

420 kr.

440 kr.

400 kr.

315 kr.

480 kr.

Osushi is a unique 

rest aurant in Iceland. 

The met  hod of dining involves 

snatching small plates from 

a conveyor belt. Pricing is 

distinguished by the color 

and pattern of the plate – 

most range between 

230 - 440 ISK.

 

Everything off the con vey  or 

belt is tasty and if you don´t 

really fancy sushi, you can 

instead choose for ex  ample 

teriyaki chicken, noodle 

salad, tempura and desserts.

 

The vibe in Osushi is friendly 

and relaxed. The restaurant is 

located almost next door to 

Althingi (the parliament) which 

is in the heart of the city.

osushi.is

Pósthússtræti 13 / Borgartúni 29 / Reykjavíkurvegur 60 HF. 
Tel: 561 0562 / www.osushi.is

BEST ROMANTIC WALK: 
GRÓTTA

For the third year in a row, our panellists 
deemed Grótta the best romantic 
walk. Although we don’t know how 
many of them have actually taken their 
significant others to Grótta, it’s easy to 
see why it keeps taking the cake. Grótta 
is an island at the tip of Seltjarnarnes, 
which features a picturesque lighthouse. 
If your timing is good, the tide will be 
low and you can stroll over hand-in-
hand, take a seat on the rocks and look 
out across the ocean whilst dreaming 
about what’s on your horizon. Do note, 
however, that the island is off limits 
during nesting season.

Grótta



ART
ONGOING

 – continued –

Icelandic art in the early 1960s.
Runs until September 7

Reykjavík Art Museum - 
Kjarvalsstaðir
Affinities

The exhibition is made up of works 
which span a period of 73 years 
juxtaposes works of different artists, 
two or three together, in order to 
highlight the similarities between 
them. A painting of a door by Þorri 
Hringsson may thus be compared 
with a geometrical abstract by 
Þorvaldur Skúlason: Þorri objectifies 
the form, while Þorvaldur rejects all 
allusion to external reality.
Runs until September 14

Reykjavík, Town, Structure
This exhibition explores how 
Icelandic artists perceived the town 
as it developed into a city, over 102 
years from 1891 to 1993.
Runs until September 14

The Seasons in Kjarval’s Art
Every season imbues the land with 
new life, and every cloud casts new 
colour upon the mountains. This 
exhibit focuses on how land and saga 
merge to become one in the works of 
celebrated Icelandic artist Jóhannes 
Kjarval.
Runs until October 12

The Reykjavík City Library 
The collection centres around new 
Nordic literature, both fiction and 
nonfiction. The library lends out 
novels, academic publications, 
audiobooks and more.
On permanent view

Reykjavík City Museum
Reykjavík 871 +/- 2: The Settlement 
Exhibition

Archaeological findings from ruins of 
one of the first houses in Iceland and 
other excavations in the city centre, 
open daily 10:00-17:00
On permanent view

Reykjavík Maritime Museum
From Poverty to Abundance

Photos documenting Icelandic 
fishermen at the turn of the 20th 
century.
On permanent view

The History of Sailing
Iceland's maritime history that 
showcases the growth of the 
Reykjavík Harbour.
On permanent view

Reykjavík Museum of 
Photography
The Cube: Last Days of the Arctic

This documentary follows 
photographer Ragnar Axelsson as 
he visits friends he has made in the 
last decades like Icelandic farmers, 
the reclusive and the great hunters 
of Greenland. The documentary is 
in English and is an hour and a half 
long.
Runs until September 7

Mechanism
Thelma Marín Jonsdottir's 
performance art reflects on the role 
and context of the community and its 
square, with the communal clock as a 
central piece. Using clock outside the 
10-11 near Lækjargata, she has set 
up a soapbox and replaced the orator 
with a recording of an excerpt from a 
story about time. 

Bubble Wrap Of The Sea 
'Revelation' by Hrafnkell Sigurdsson

i8 Gallery  
Tryggvagata 16 (D3) | Runs October 11 |  10:00-17:00 | ISK  Free!

Runs until September 3
The Mirror Of Life

A collection of RAX’s photography 
from the last three decades, including 
stunning shots from Siberia, hunters 
in Greenland, farmers and fishermen 
in Iceland and the Faroe Islands and 
news photography of shipwrecks and 
natural disasters.
Runs until September 7

Twosomes
'Twosomes' represents a culmination 
of Mark Chester's 40+ years of 
travelling with a camera. Images are 
paired up by related subject matter, 
architectural icons with sidewalk 
signage; Japan with Iowa; 1979 with 
2002; all in a manner that reveals 
how we are all connected.
Runs Until October 14

Spark Design Space
Urban Shape

The exhibition by artist Paolo 
Gianfrancesco is a series of maps of 
every European capital. Using Open 
Street Map (OSM) data, the maps 
are meant to represent a view of the 
cities rather than try to capture the 
reality of them because cities are not 
static like maps but are continuously 
evolving over time.
Runs until September 26

Tveir Hrafnar Art Gallery
This gallery has works by a range 

of contemporary art by 10 Icelandic 
artists on display, including 
Hallgrímur Helgason and Steinunn 
Þórarinsdóttir.
Runs until August 31

Týsgallerí 
Medúsa

Multimedia artist Steingrímur Eyfjörð 
presents a solo show, presumably 
relating to the mythical gorgon after 
which it’s titled.
Runs until August 31

Volcano House
The exhibition gives a brief overview 
of Iceland's geological history and 
volcanic systems with photographs 
of volcanic eruptions and other 
magnificent aspects of Icelandic 
nature.
On permanent view 

Wind And Weather Gallery
Alex

Video and sculpture mixed media 
installation by artist Sigga Björg 
Sigurðardóttir.
Runs until August 31

Þoka 
Utaní

Ragnar Jónasson brings a whole 
new meaning to painting. He strips 
away the tradition of what painting 
typically means to show it in a whole 
new light, pushing them towards 
sculpture.
Runs until September 14

Hrafnkell’s works deal with the relationship between the natural and 
man-made products of our lives. This time, his subject is a sheet of 
bubble wrap floating in the depths of the ocean. It contorts to the 
will of the ocean currents, like an amoeba on the ocean floor, almost 
as if it belongs there. But that’s the thing: it doesn’t. Though it may 
be beautiful to look at, it stirs up the uncomfortable truth that plastic 
presences in the ocean are an issue that threatens them. So the next 
time you see something plastic in the water, don’t just stop and stare; 
go over and take it out.  AH

Experience 
Icelandic Art 
and Design

Kópavogur Art Museum 
/ Gerðarsafn
Hamraborg 4, Kópavogur
Open 11–17 / Closed on Mondays
www.gerdarsafn.is

Hönnunarsafn Íslands 
/ Museum of Design 
and Applied Art
Garðatorg 1, Garðabær
Open 12–17 / Closed on Mondays
www.honnunarsafn.is

Hafnarborg 
/ The Hafnarfjordur Centre 
of Culture and Fine Art
Strandgata 34, Hafnarfjörður
Open 12–17 / Thursdays 12–21
Closed on Tuesdays
www.hafnarborg.is

Route 40 takes you to

on your way to the Blue Lagoon

Are you ready 
Madam President? 
This is how I do it 
Hjalti Karlsson  
graphic designer

Track 
An exhibition of work by Ice- 
landic artists Daníel Magnús- 
son, Guðrún Hrönn Ragnars-
dóttir,  Ívar Brynjólfsson,  Ívar 
Valgarðsson, Sólveig Aðal-
steinsdóttir and  Þóra Sig-
urðardóttir.

Mireya Samper

Route 40

ila-HÖNNUN

New venue in Reykjavik for Concerts and Parties

Live JAZZ
Party DJ’s
Happy Hour

- Every Monday at 21:00 

��.HHS�\RX�ERXQFLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ÁRRU�DQG�WKH�EDU

- Every day from 18:00 - 22:00 

Tryggvagata 22, 101 Reykjavík  ( áður Harlem, Bakkus )

Books from 
The UniversiTy of iceland Press

VIKING SETTLE-
MENTS & VIKING 

62&,(7<����Svavar  
Sigmundsson ed.
Scholars  of archaeol-
ogy, philology, history, 

toponymy,  numis-
matics and a number 
of other disciplines 

to  discuss the Viking 
Age from a variety of 

viewpoints.

RING OF SEASONS
Terry G. Lacy

A long-term resident 
brings inside and out-

side perspectives to this 
delightful exploration 
of all facets of Iceland, 

past and present.

A PIECE OF  
HORSE LIVER 
Jon Hnefill 

Adalsteinsson
Studies of Old 
Norse religion 

and Icelandi folk 
beliefs.

SURTSEY.  ECO-
SYSTEMS FORMED  

Sturla Fridriksson
A study of how 

pioneers invaded 
the island and 
were gradually 

joined by others in 
forming primitive 

societies and simple 
ecosystems. 

MEDITATION  
AT THE EDGE OF ASKJA   

Pall Skulason
A perfect buy for anyone who 
loves Icelandic nature and the 
unique experience of traveling 

through the Icelandic wilderness. 
Also available 

in German and French.

AvAilABle 
aT major booksTores
���G�RJNK�T�F�E�MGHHR



Flóra
Hafnarstræti 90, Akureyri  |  Aug 30 - Oct 4  11:00 |  ISK Free!

OUTSIDE
            REYKJAVÍK
North Iceland

Akureyri
Akureyravaka
The equivalent of Reykjavík's culture 
night, Akureyravaka ("Akureyri 
Wake") sees the whole town come 
alive with concerts, art exhibits, poetry 
readings and other special events. You 
won't have to go far to see something 
extraordinary, and in most cases, free.
August 29-31

Akureyri Backpackers
Heflarnir / Helgi og hljóðfæraleikara-

rnir / Buxnaskjóni.
There is a rock concert in the hostel's 
port.
August 29 at 20:00

Græni Hatturinn
Blúsbræður

Blues and soul music by the 
Bluesbrothers. Admission: 2,500 ISK. 
August 29 at 22:00 

Vök / Fufanu / Mafama
Iceland Airwaves and Græni Hatturinn 
are putting on a show featuring VÖK, 
Fufanu and Mafama.
August 30 at 21:00

Ljótu Hálfvitarnir
The energetic Ljótu Hálfvitarnir ("The 
Ugly Half-Wits") will be playing a live 
show.
September 5 & 6, 22:00

HOF
Ragnheiður Gröndal, Hjalti Jónsson, 

Lára Jóhannesdóttir, Daníel Þor-
steinsson & Óskar Pétursson
This troupe invites the people of 
Akureyri to join them in a sing-along 
concert.
August 29 at 19:30

Hvanndalsbræður
These brothers-in-soul perform 
the kind of happy pop that is easily 
enjoyable.
August 30 at 23:30

Listagilið
Mafama / Blues Brothers / Amaba 

Dama
This diverse lineup of dance music, 
blues and reggae is sure to get people 
moving.
August 30 at 20:30

Hjalteyri 
The Factory
Kunstschlager At The Factory

Join Kunstschlager for a 'carnival 
fiesta' at an abandoned herring 
factory-cum-cultural centre in the 
pearl of the north, Hjalteyri. Expect 
installations, video, BBQs, a bazaar, 
a bonfire and more, all whilst a group 

OUTSIDE
REYKJAVÍK AUGUST 29 - SEPTEMBER 11

At the seashore the giant lobster makes 
appointments with mermaids and landlubbers. 
He waves his large claws, attracting those desiring 
to be in the company of starfish and lumpfish.

> Only 45 minutes drive from Reykjavík

Eyrarbraut 3, 825 Stokkseyri, Iceland · Tel. +354 483 1550
Fax. +354 483 1545 · info@fjorubordid.is · www.fjorubordid.is

by the sea 
 and a delicious lobster

at Fjörubordid in Stokkseyri

Reykjavík

Stokkseyri
Eyrarbakki - The Seashore restaurant

Sp
ör

 e
hf

.

Summer opening hours: Mon - Sun 12:00 to 22:00

Mary’s first exhibit consists of textile work mixed with other medi-
ums like embroidery and weaving. It is reflective of her life, primar-
ily her great interest in nature. An example of this is in a piece 
that looks like the lovechild of a wheel and a dream catcher, the 
result of which is a wooden circle with strings and patterns for the 
spokes and centre. Maybe this cute little chimera will ward off bad 
dreams about wheels—you might still suffer from a recurring car-
crash dream, but you’ll know the tires will escape unscathed. AH

of talented young artists provide a 
selection of interesting new works. 
Runs until September 2 

Fukl
Fukl is a series of performances and an 
ongoing exhibition based on the work 
of Canadian artist Angela Rawlings, 
a.k.a. a.rawlings. ‘Fukl’ comes from the 
combination of the Icelandic words 
for bird (“fugl”) and magic (“kukl”). 
The exhibition Includes work done 
by writers, musicians and artists 
including Gestur Guðnason, Kari Ósk, 
Grétudóttir and Kristín Eiríksdóttir 
and takes the audience through a 
journey spanning etymological and 
taxonomical threads found in magic, 
birds, constriction/restriction, throats 
and more.
Runs until September 2

Húsavík 
Húsavík Whale Museum

In the 1,600 m2 exhibition space, you 
will find skeletons of many species of 
whales and fascinating information 
about these large mammals.
On permanent display

Mývatn
Sigurgeir's Bird Museum

The collection includes almost all of 
Iceland's birds along with some 100 
different types of eggs. The museum 
educates about birds, the ecology of 
Lake Mývatn and how locals utilised 
water in their everyday lives.
On permanent display

Skagafjörður
The Glaumbær Farm 

The farm was functional until 1947, 
and opened as an exhibition space in 
1952. The old turf farmhouse forms 
the backdrop for exhibitions focusing 
on rural life in 18th and 19th century 
Iceland.
On permanent display

East Iceland

Egilsstaðir
East Iceland Heritage Museum

The museum has a collection of some 
15,000 items from the East of Iceland, 
some dating back to the middle ages. 
The museum’s exhibition consists of 
objects from the old rural society in 
East Iceland, i.e. before 1900, when 
every household had to be self-
sufficient with tools, food and clothing. 
On display are tools related to hunting, 
crafts, food production, clothing and 
various aspects of daily life, hygiene, 
hobbies, morals and values. 
On permanent display

Eskifjörður
Randulff's Sjóhús

This beautifully preserved 1890s 
sea house is now a museum with 
several items on display that show the 
atmosphere of East Iceland during the 
time that herring fishing really took off 
in the late 19th and early 20th century.
Runs until August 31

Seyðisfjörður 
Skaftafell Centre for Visual Art
Tvísöngur

The site-specific sound sculpture 
by German artist Lukas Kühne, is 
embedded in the mountainside 
above the town, in a quiet area with a 
breathtaking view of the fjord. It offers 
an acoustic sensation that can be 
explored and experimented with.
On Permanent Display

Skaftfell
Róró

Group exhibitions and events with 
thirty local and international visual 
artists who are in active contact 
with the town Seyðisfjörður and 
the Skaftfell center. The works are 
exhibited in the gallery as well as 
various sites and venues throughout 
the town.
Runs until October 5

Organic bistro
EST 2006

Tryggvagata 11,Volcano house  
Tel:511-1118

Mon-Sun 12:00-21:00
www.fishandchips.is

Damn Right It’s Beautiful
'Something beautiful' by Mary Ruth Dýrfjörð



Akureyri
August 29 - 31 |  all day |  ISK mostly free!

OUTSIDE
REYKJAVÍK AUGUST 29 - SEPTEMBER 11

Stöðvarfjörður
Petra's Stone Collection

In the small fjord of Stöðvarfjörður 
there is a collection of rare rocks and 
minerals, most of which have been 
collected by Petra Sveinsdóttir from 
the surrounding area. Her wonder 
world of stones is now reputedly the 
world's largest private collection of 
rocks. Avid stone collector as she may 
be, her collection also extends to other 
things, including pens, cups, sea shells 
and all sorts of small items.
On Permanent Display

South Iceland

Hella
Hekla Centre

The centre houses a contemporary 
multimedia exhibition on Hekla 
mountain, its history, and its influence 
on human life in Iceland from the time 
of the settlement to the present The 
exhibition emphasises the influence 
of the volcano on the inhabited areas 
close to it, the districts of Landsveit, 
Holt, and Rangárvellir.
On permanent display

Höfn í Hornafirði
Þórbergssetur

Established in memory of the famous 
Icelandic writer Þórbergur Þórðarsson 
(1888–1974), who was born in Hali 
í Suðursveit. The centre includes 
a heritage museum and unique 
exhibitions of the district Sudursveit 
and the writer Þórbergur Þórðarson, 
his life and works.
On permanent display

Hvolsvöllur
Skógar Museum

This folk museum offers artifacts 
dating to the Viking age. In the rebuilt 
turfhouses you can catch a glimpse 
of the atmosphere of times long 
gone and experience how Icelanders 
lived through the centuries. The 
museum of transport, tells the story of 
technology and transportation and its 
development. 
On permanent display

Keflavík 
Andrew’s Theatre
Fourth Anniversary of Covers

A selection of cover songs of Stevie 
Wonder, Aretha Franklin, Eagles, 
Supertramp, Led Zeppelin and more.
Admission: 4,500 ISK. 
September 3 & 7, 20:00 

Mosfellsbær
Gljúfrasteinn 

Gljúfrasteinn was the home and 
workplace of Halldór Laxness and 
his family for 50 years. Today, it is a 
museum, allowing visitors insight into 
the great writer’s world. All facilities, 
including the library, have been 
meticulously maintained. 
On permanent display

Akureyri’s town festival is always held over the last weekend of Au-
gust to celebrate Iceland’s second city’s birthday. This year’s bash is 
chock full of shit to do, gigs to see and art exhibits to experience. To 
be honest, it looks like you’ll have a hard time navigating the streets 
without finding something interesting to see or do. Be sure to check 
out the live performances happening in Listagilið, where Mafama 
and Amaba Dama perform—those guys are not to be missed. AH 

WE DON’T SELL
WHALE MEAT

INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR ANIMAL WELFARE

Restaurants that have this logo promise not to sell
whale meat. We kindly ask you to choose 

a whale friendly restaurant and to recommend 
others to do the same.

Whaling is cruel and unnecessary

Don’t let your visit to ICELAND 
leave a bad taste in your mouth

Choose a whale friendly restaurant

Information about whale friendly restaurants 
can be found at www.icewhale.is

2014–2015

INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR ANIMAL WELFARE

i c ewha l e . i s

Westman Islands
Sagnheimar Folk Museum

This folk museum's aim is to let 
visitors of all ages experience the 
island's history in both traditional and 
more untraditional ways, through 
photography, multimedia and 
interactive pieces.
On permanent display

West Iceland

Borgarnes
The Icelandic Settlement Centre  
The Egils Saga Exhibition

Located in the stone-walled basement 
of the centre, this exhibit leads visitors 
through the colourful saga of Egill 
Skallagrímsson, one of Iceland’s first 
settlers and greatest heroes.
On permanent display

The Settlement Exhibition
A 30-minute long multimedia 
exhibit that provides insight into the 
settlement of Iceland, from the first 
man to step foot on the island, to 
the establishment of the world’s first 
parliament, Þingvellir.
On permanent display

Grundarfjörður
The Heritage Center

The first half of the 20th century comes 
alive as narrators guide guests through 
exhibitions of how developments in 
farming, fishing and housing marked 
the beginning of modern life in Iceland.
On permanent display

Reykholt
Snorrastofa
Snorri Sturluson

Sitting on the ground floor of the local 
church, Snorrastofa has an exhibition 
dedicated to poet, historian and 
politician Snorri Sturluson as well as 
the middle ages in Iceland.
On permanent display

Stykkishólmur
Vatnasafnið / Library of Water
To Place

An audio exhibit offering insight into 
the Icelandic psyche, where you can 
listen to recordings of people talking 
about the weather.
On permanent display

Water, Selected
An ongoing exhibition with 24 columns 
filled with glacier water from all over 
the country.
On permanent display 

Eldfjallasafnið
Works of art, old and recent, showing 
volcanic eruptions, and artifacts. 
It also boasts volcanic rocks from 
the collection of professor Haraldur 
Sigurðsson, who's researched 
volcanoes worldwide for 40 years.
Runs until September 30

THE HOUSE AT EYRARBAKKI
     

Opening hours: May 1st - September 30th daily 11.00-18.00 or by an agreement
Tel: +354 483 1504 & +354 483 1082   |   husid@husid.com   |   www.husid.com

Árnessýsla folk museum is located in Húsið, 
the House, historical home of the Danish 
merchants built in 1765. Húsið is one of the 
oldest houses in Iceland and a beautiful 
monument of Eyrarbakki´s time as the 
biggest trading place on the south coast. 
Today one can enjoy exhibitions about the 
story and culture of the region, famous piano, 
shawl made out of human hair and the kings 
pot, are among items. Húsið prides itself with 
warm and homelike atmosphere. 

The House at Eyrarbakki

The concept of the restaurant is "casual fun 
dining" and we prepare what we would call a 

simple honest, "feel good", comfort food, 
where we take on the  classics with 

a modern twist.

SKÓLAVÖRÐUSTÍGUR 40   ·   101 REYKJAVÍK   ·   TEL.+354 517 7474   ·   KOLRESTAURANT.IS

Happy Birthday Akureyri!
Akureyrarvaka Town Festival



Hverfisgata 12 · 101 Reykjavík  
Tel. +354 552 15 22 · www.dillrestaurant.is

Lífið er saltfiskur

#109 Dill is a Nordic restaurant with its 
focus on Iceland, the pure nature and 
all the good things coming from it.  

 
It does not matter if it’s the 

ingredients or the old traditions, we 
try to hold firmly on to both. 

There are not many things that make 
us happier than giving life to old 

traditions and forgotten ingredients 
with modern technique and our creative 

mind as a weapon. 

www.fabrikkan.is reservations: +354 575 7575

BE SQUARE AND BE THERE

PLEASED TO
MEAT YOU!

The Hamburger Factory is Iceland's
 most beloved gourmet burger chain!

Our 15 square and creative burgers are made from
top-quality Icelandic beef and would love to "meat" you.

Reykjavík
The groundfloor of

Höfðatorg, the tallest
tower in Reykjavík, right 

opposite Höfði

Akureyri
The groundfloor of

the historic Hotel Kea,
in the heart of the

city center

Our burgers are square - beef and bun!
Does it taste better? You tell us!

HERE WE ARE

ATTENTION

HAMB
URGER
FACT
ORY

TH E ICE"N DIC

FOOD
FOR YOUR MIND BODY AND SOUL

Located further afield than most of 
Reykjavík’s new brigade of food trucks, 
Walk the Plank—specializing in crab 
cake sliders from locally caught Atlan-
tic rock crab—seems right at home in 
its harbourside location, tucked com-
fortably between working trawlers 
and whale-watching boats. Started in 
June, Walk the Plank is the product of 
a (rather spontaneous) collaboration 
between entrepreneurs Daði Janusson 
and Davíð Freyr Jónsson, the latter 
of whom is also a professional fisher-
man. In true Icelandic fashion, Daði 
says the pair got together “at 11 o'clock 
one morning, wrote a business plan, 
and bought the cart before the day was 

over.” And just a month and a half later, 
they were selling their first crab cake 
sliders. 
 Rock crab is not native to Iceland, 
but its local population has been grow-
ing for about ten years. Davíð—who 
does all of the truck’s fishing himself 
and sources all of its crabs from Reyk-
javík’s Faxaflói bay and the nearby 
Hvalfjörður fjord—says that rock 
crabs were likely brought to Iceland 
from Canada, dredged up with sea-
water used for ballast in large cargo 
ships and then released into the waters 
here when the ships’ ballast has been 
drained. The idea with Walk the Plank 
was to focus on what Davíð referred t 
o as “exotic Icelandic seafood,” noting 
that “most Icelanders know nothing 
about crab.” The experience is then 
two-fold: visitors gain a “quick taste of 
Iceland” while at the same time, a local 
market focused on “underutilized spe-
cies” (such as mackerel and mussels, as 
well as rock crab) will also, hopefully, 
grow.
 Walk the Plank’s menu is simple, 
offering two varieties of crab cake 
sliders, the Arctic Slider and the spicy 
New Orleans-style Slider (both 1,500 
ISK), with an optional side of fried 
potato wedges served with aioli (400 
ISK). (Order both a slider and a side 
of potatoes and they’ll throw in a soda 
for free.) I tried the standard Arctic of-
fering and, of course, the thick wedge-
cut fries, which—oily and lemony and 
spicy—were so good that they practi-
cally distracted from the main course. 

These are almost worth a visit on their 
own. 
 The Arctic slider was made while 
I waited. The crab cake is fried to a 
nice crispy texture on the outside, 
served on a brown roll with aioli and 
garnished with a fresh carrot, cabbage, 
cucumber, and a skyr/mayo coleslaw. 
It’s a substantial serving: each slider is 
comprised of about four crabs’ worth 
of meat (mostly from the upper leg, 
I’m told). 
 The meat of a rock crab is rather 
sweet and pretty subtle—one that 
could easily be overwhelmed by too 
much sauce or added flavours. Walk 
the Plank’s slider is nicely balanced, 
with the crabmeat as much in the fore-
ground as the garnish. Also, since it’s 
served to you straight off the griddle, 
there’s no time for the whole slider to 
get soggy—the coleslaw is crisp, the 
bun warm and soft, and all the textures 
play off of each other nicely. Being a 
fan of spicy food, I’d be inclined to try 
the New Orleans version next time. 
 The fishing season for rock crab is 
mainly late summer and early fall, so 
as of this writing, Davíð will be likely 
heading back out to bring in the com-
ing season’s catch. And I for one am 
grateful that Walk the Plank is adding 
some variety to both the local seafood 
and food truck scenes.

Selling Like Hot (Crab) Cakes

   LARISSA KYZER
  MATTHEW EISMAN

What We Think: 
A welcome edition to the local 
seafood and food truck scenes. 
Flavour:  
Crispy, crabby patties. 
Ambiance:   
Outdoorsy.
Service:   
Quick and tasty. 
Price for 2 (no drinks):   
3,000 – 3,800 ISK

Walk the Plank

 The harbour at Ægisgarður 
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Best goddamn restaurant 2011

the best thai food

Much like the version of himself Ted 
Danson portrayed in the cult TV hit show 
‘Curb Your Enthusiasm’—in which Mr. 
Danson donated handsomely, and anon-
ymously, to a good cause—there was a 
huge buzz this spring about a new pizza 
place that was, and remains, anonymous. 
Locals were very eager to know more 
about this nameless new establishment—
simply referred to by its address, Hver-
fisgata 12—which had clearly done well 
with its word-of-mouth marketing strat-
egy. People gave more attention to the 
anonymous method than to those putting 
themselves out there in a more ostenta-
tious fashion, much like the Ted Danson 
vs Larry David storyline on ‘Curb.’
 Hverfisgata 12 is run by the same 

crew that brought us Kex Hostel, and the 
vibe is very similar: kind of hipsteresque, 
without the customer really knowing if 
it’s authentic. It makes good use of used 
furniture, with dark dining spaces and 
rustic wooden floors. The restaurant’s 
many dining tables are spread through 
three stories of a huge old house that was 
built as a residence, rather than a restau-
rant. This, in fact, is where its charm lies, 
making the place feel cosy and homely.
 To the menu: Hverfisgata 12 offers an 
impressive variety of local craft beers, in 
keeping with its abovementioned hip-
sterocity. The bar is something that they 
can be proud of—there’s a cocktail menu 
on hand, with fair prices (especially by 
Icelandic standards). My companion and 
I ordered a simple G&T (1,400 ISK) and 
a Tom Collins (1,700 ISK), both of which 
were very satisfying—not a given, with a 
Tom Collins. 
 The short and concise menu appears 
in the form of a placemat and offers a 
half-dozen snacks and appetisers, four 
smaller courses, a dozen handcrafted 
sourdough pizzas, and four dessert 
choices. My companion chose to start 
with the “Raw Vegetable Plate,” complete 
with dip and crispy crumbs. This was a 
fresh and pleasing selection of root veg-
etables, cut into to strips and presented 
with a basil yoghurt dressing. I chose 
the “Crispy Ears Of Two Pigs “(650 ISK). 
This is basically pork crackling, which is 
not to everybody’s taste, but worked well 
here, served with a sour lemon mayo that 
complemented the dish nicely. A draft 
IPA would be a recommended accompa-
niment. 
 All of the pizzas at Hverfisgata 12 

are made with sourdough bases—thin 
and crispy, with a zesty sauce. But make 
no mistake, the only pizzas available are 
the ones on the menu—there is no “build 
your own” option. 
 For dinner this time, my companion 
chose a baked tomato and pesto pizza 
(2,350 ISK)—simple, and delightfully ex-
ecuted. I’m usually very much against us-
ing tomatoes as a topping, but these cher-
ry tomatoes had been drained and baked 
beforehand, offering a deep flavour with 
a nice smoky note. 
 I chose the “Etruscan Elite” (2,350 
ISK). Also sans meat, it was topped with 
olives, cheese, salad and Parmesan shav-
ings. Usually you might find rucola leaves 
on such a pizza, but this time there was a 
crispier kind of romaine lettuce. Person-
ally, I would have preferred the classic 
rucola. 
 It should be mentioned of course 
that the pizza menu at Hverfisgata 12 
greatly varies from the norm—this is a 
restaurant where no topping is consid-
ered off-limits, the menu sporting stuff 
like seaweed, vanilla, apples, pulled pork 
ears and horseradish mayo. I’ve also tried 
the spicy sausage and pickled chilli pizza, 
and that was pretty damn good too. 
 My companion and I had a good time 
and a fine meal. The atmosphere is laid 
back, the drinks are good, and the music 
is of the retro new-wave kind that every-
one can enjoy—cool enough, but nothing 
that plays to the lowest common denomi-
nator. They are trying to be original, after 
all. 

Mystic (anonymous) Pizza

   BJÖRN TEITSSON
  ALISA KALYANOVA

What We Think: 
Surprising. Spicy, pickled, zesty. 
Flavour:  
Laid back, rustic, dark. 
Ambiance:   
Basically a bare basement—but 
offers great outdoor seating.
Service:   
Friendly waiters, could check on 
the diners a bit more. 
Price for 2 (no drinks):   
6-7.000. 

(anonymous)

Hverfisgata 12, 101 Reykjavík

FOOD
FOR YOUR MIND BODY AND SOUL



So are we.

Passionate
about Apple?

Laugavegur 17 | 580 7500 | macland.is

what are you
doing with my 
computer, lou?

i love her
and we’re getTing

married in
vegas.

Passionate
about Apple?

So are we.
Macland is the only Apple service provider and reseller in downtown Reykjavík.



South Iceland
www.south.is

The South of Iceland is unique and it is 
the part of the country visited by far the 
greatest numbers of foreign travellers. 
Everything that makes  Iceland interesting 
to visit can be found in South Iceland all 
the year round. History surrounds you ev-
erywhere, both ancient and recent. Other 
highlights are creative art, culture, flour-
ishing trade and endless possibilities to 
enjoy outdoor life in all seasons. But above 
all there is the awesome and rugged nature 
stretching from the mountains and down 
to the sea.
 In all seasons of the year tourists 

can find something to their liking. In win-
ter the sun is reflected on the pearly white 
snow, on long dark winter nights the north-
ern lights dance around the starlit sky and 
the moon wanders through the clouds. At 
such times beauty, peace and quiet reign, 
unforgettable to those who experience it. 
Trips across the highlands as well as the 
lowlands are an indescribable adventure 
during both summer and winter.
 The farmers mind their farms. All 
the year it is busy in the country, and in 
spring the land is covered with its summer 
foliage. Life outdoors and trips assume a 

new form: hiking tours, riding trips, an-
gling in rivers and lakes. Nature takes on 
a new look: hot springs, lava fields, volca-
noes, waterfalls, the highlands, glaciers, 
rivers and lakes. All life is reborn after the 
frosts of winter and the countryside is at its 
most beautiful.
 Visit the southern countryside and 
take a look at the beauty, listen to the wind 
and the silence, discover the peace and 
quiet, and last but not least you may dis-
cover yourself. Welcome to South Iceland, 
we’ll be happy to see you.

Advertisement



Get the Official Tourist Guide  
at any Information Center

www.south.is
facebook.com/visitsouthiceland

Selfoss
Hvolsvöllur

Þorlákshöfn

.HÁDYtN
Airport

Orkusýn

 

A Geothermal Energy Exhibition
Stop by the Hellisheiði Geothermal Power 
Plant and visit the Geothermal Energy 
Exhibition in the visitors centre. The plant 
is a striking example of how geothermal 
energy is harnessed in a sustainable manner 
in Iceland .
Experienced guides give informative 
presentations backed by multimedia shows 
about sustainable green energy as a global 
energy source.  Visit an exclusive collection 
of minerals and stones. 
Enjoy our coffee shop and browse through 
our gift shop of local arts and crafts. Open 
daily from 09:00 – 17:00.  

Hellisheiði • +354 412 5800, +354 660 9400,  
orkusyn@orkusyn.is • www.orkusyn.is

Lindin

 Lindin Restaurant & Café Bistro, stands on 
a firm foundation of culinary excellence that 
has attracted patrons from around the world. 
Lindin is located in the village of Laugarvatn, 
right beside the lovely natural steam baths 
and pool at Fontana Spa. The 45 minute 
scenic drive from Reykjavik takes you 
through enchanting landscapes between 
Geysir/Gullfoss and Thingvellir, making this 
an excellent choice for a day’s journey.

Lindarbraut 2, 840 Laugarvatn • +354 486 1262 
• lindin@laugarvatn.is • www.laugarvatn.is

 

Rauða Húsið, or The Red House, in Eyrarbakki 
is countryside fine dining at its best. We have 
been serving up melt-in-your mouth Icelandic 
lamb and some of the best seafood in the 
country in a historic house since 2005. The 
quaint seaside town is a 45-minute scenic 
drive from Reykjavík. Just 10 minutes from 
Selfoss, it is ideally situated for a wonderful 
meal to top off a Golden Circle or South Coast 
tour. Open for dinner every evening from 5 
p.m. and for lunch and dinner on weekends in 
winter and every day from 1 May.

.Y|OGVWMDUQDQ

 

,,The Guesthouse Kvöldstjarnan which is 
situated in Stokkseyri, has 6 rooms and total 
of 11 beds. 5 beds in a separate apartment 
on second floor and 6 beds on the ground 
floor. Both floors have fully equipped 
kitchen. So why not stay awhile at the Star 
on the shore?"

Stjörnusteinar 7 • 825 Stokkseyri
+354 4831800 • www.kvoldstjarnan.is • 
kvoldstjarnan@simnet.is

/DXJDUYDWQ�)RQWDQD

Laugarvatn Fontana geothermal baths have 
been used by locals as an open air spa since 
the settlement of Iceland. The geothermal 
baths are located on the shore of a lake 
surrounded with a magnificent scenery 
including well known volcanos.
The resort consists of baths that vary in size, 
depth and temperature in addition to the 
original and attracting steam rooms those 
who are located on top of a boiling hot 
spring, where healing steam simmers directly 
from the ground through grids in the floor. 
The wellness center was renovated in the 
year of 2011 to honor the historic sites of the 
bathing spot of Icelanders.

Hverabraut 1, Laugarvatn • +354 486 1400 
fontana@fontana.is • www.fontana.is

.DIIL�.U~V

 

Café/Restaurant Kaffi Krús has been around 
for 20 years. It’s located in one of the oldest 
houses in Selfoss, built in 1931. The menu 
has 60 different courses and every day we 
offer a variety of 8-12 homebaked cakes. 
Seating available on the terrace, ideal for a 
relaxing refreshment on sunny days.  

Austurvegi 7 - 800 Selfoss  • +354 4821266 
kaffikrus@kaffikrus.is • www.kaffikrus.is
  

+yWHO��*H\VLU

Welcome to my home, Geysir.
Country hotel by the great Geyser and the 
hot spring area.
Conference/meetings in a peaceful 
surroundings.  Activity in an extraordinary 
scenery in a stunning nature. Swimming in 
natural hot spring pool with pure Geyser 
water or relax in our hot tubs. Gourmet 
restaurant and Geyser by your window, 
la carte, buffet or BBQ in the forest on 
an open fire. Our motto is using local 
ingredients of highest quality and freshness.  
Be an Icelander and stay with us and live 
the life that we do every day.  Hiking in our 
little forest Haukadalur, educate your family 
in our  Geysistofa  multimedia museum and 
enjoy our beautiful design store next door.

+354 480 6800 
geysir@geysircenter.is •  www.geysircenter.is  

5DXêD�+~VLê
Búðarstíg 4, 820 Eyrarbakka • +354 483 3330

Reykjavik

www.laugarvatn.is   486 1262 

+YHUDJHUêL
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Day tours to 
Vatnajökull Region

pick up our brochure at your hotel or local tourist information centre, or visit us at eagleair.is
Reykjavík

Höfn

Discover the natural wonders of Vatnajökull glacier and glacier lagoon

Adventure tours Air Charter servicesScheduled flights

9tN�t�0ìUGDO
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Höfn
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A unique experience in the countryside of 
Iceland, located only 2 km from 
Kirkjubæjar–klaustur. We offer total of 40 
cozy rooms all with ensuite bathroom. Hótel 
Geirland is the perfect choice for nature 
lovers who like to walk, hike or simply enjoy 
the beautiful surroundings and northern 
lights. Our restaurant provides authentic 
Icelandic food straight from the farm. 
Mission of the hotel is to strive hard to 
provide high standard personal service to 
make the stay memorable and enjoyable for 
the guests.

 

Give visit a chance - it might surprise you

Only 40 minutes drive from Reykjavik on 
the Golden Circle in the geothermal town 
Hveragerði.
Enjoy ambitious exhibitions of modern 
and contemporary art in our four spacious 
galleries. 
A peaceful setting with wealth of art related 
material supplied, and a small Café.

Geirland, 880 Kirkjubæjarklaustur 
+354 487 4677 • geirland@centrum.is 
www.geirland.is

Austurvegi 21,Hveragerði • +354 483 1727
listasafn@listasafnarnesinga.is • www.
listasafnarnesinga.is

0RXQWDLQ�*XLGHV.DWOD�&HQWHU

 

Icelandic Mountain Guides' Glacier Walks 
are a safe but fun activity and a great way to 
experience the wonders of the Icelandic 
Nature. Glacier Walks are easy and 
accessible for both individuals and groups 
and have become one of the most popular 
tourism activity in Iceland. Icelandic 
Mountain Guides' Glacier Walks are 
operated every day, all year on 
Sóheimajökull glacier and in Skaftafell 
national park from the 1st of February 2013.
Make Sure it's Mountain Guides.

 

Katlacenter, information and security center 
Vík í Mýrdal.
Katlacenter is located in the town of Vík. 
Katlacenter hosts the local information 
and security center. In Katlacenter you can 
also find an amazing exhibition about the 
volcano Katla and see how it has effected 
the people who live in the area.
In winter it‘s open Monday – Thursday 09 
– 16 and Fridays 09 – 13. Weekends closed. 
From the 1. of mai – 1. oktober it‘s open from 
early to late.

+354 587 9999 • mountainguides@
mountainguides.is • www.mountainguides.is

Víkurbraut 28  +354 487 1395 
• info@vik.is  www.visitvik.is

Jökulsárlón

 

Jökulsárlón-Glacier lagoon, is one of 
Icelands most visited places and that’s no 
wonder. The lagoons unique scenery has long 
inspired travellers from all over the world.
Visit this magical place and enjoy our 
freshly made sandwiches and pastry at our 
wonderful café. Why not have a meal while 
you witness one of natures great spectacles 
as Europes largest glacier crumbles away to 
sea one enormous piece at a time. If you are 
lucky you might even see some seals.
We have great offers for groups of various 
sizes so make table reservations in advance. 

Jökulsárlón,Reynivöllum 3 / 781 / Hornafjörður •  
tel. (+354) 4782222  • www.jokulsarlon.is
info@jokulsarlon.is

+yWHO�9HVWPDQQDH\MDU�
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Hótel Vestmannaeyjar allows guests to 
explore the islands breath-taking scenery 
while providing comfortable and relaxing 
accommodation.
The hotel provides direct access to the 
fantastic hiking and bird watching which the 
island offers, while also providing exciting 
activities and tours to help guests get the 
most out of their stay.
Hotel Vestmannaeyjar offers flexible room 
arrangements to suit all guests, from family 
rooms to luxury suites.
Our bar and restaurant offers a 
sophisticated area for guests to socialise. 
Exquisite, locally sourced food, gives guests 
a true taste of the island!

 

The Bobby Fischer Center houses memorabilia 
of the world chess champion Robert James 
Fischer. The Center also serves as a club house 
for Skákfélag Selfoss and others that want to 
play chess, offers chess classes, and hosts chess 
tournaments. In addition, the Center has a small 
chess library for those who want to learn more 
about chess and offers lectures about the chess 
game and other related matters.
From May 15th to Sept. 15th: open daily, 
14.00 - 16.00 or appointment by contacting the 
personnal at the Sjafnarblóm store on the first 
floor at the Center Building.

Vestmannabraut 28 • 900 Vestmannaeyjar
+354 481 2900 • www.hotelvestmannaeyjar.is  
booking@hotelvestmannaeyjar.is

Austurvegur 21 • 800 Selfoss
www.fischersetur.is • +354 8941275 

FOOD/DRINK

ACCOMODATION

ACTIVITY

LEGEND



Sveitarfélagið Árborg   -------------------------------
Byggðasafn Árnesinga -  Húsið   ---------------------
Guðmundur Tyrfingsson - �GT   ---------------------
Travel Hótel Selfoss   ----------------------------------
Bed and Breakfast   ------------------------------------
Gesthús   -------------------------------------------------
Sea Side Cottages   -------------------------------------
Guesthouse Kvöldstjarnan   --------------------------
Fosstún   -------------------------------------------------
Kaffi Krús   ----------------------------------------------
Fjöruborðið   --------------------------------------------
Rauða húsið   --------------------------------------------
Menam   -------------------------------------------------
Handverksskúrinn   ------------------------------------
Gistiheimilið Bitra (Árberg ehf.)   -------------------
Tryggvaskáli   -------------------------------------------
The Bobby Fischer Center   --------------------------
Hreiðurborg - �Country House   ---------------------

Hveragerðisbær   --------------------------------------
Hveragarðurinn   ---------------------------------------
Listasafn Árnesinga   ----------------------------------
Hótel Örk   ----------------------------------------------
Frumskógar   --------------------------------------------
Hofland setrið   -----------------------------------------
Dalakaffi   ------------------------------------------------
Hótel Frost og funi   -----------------------------------

Sveitarfélagið Ölfus   ----------------------------------
Eldhestar   -----------------------------------------------
Hellisheiðarvirkjun (Orkusýn ehf.)   ----------------
Sólhestar   -----------------------------------------------
Hendur í Höfn   ----------------------------------------
Gistiheimilið Hjarðarból   ----------------------------
Núpar   ---------------------------------------------------
Fákasel   --------------------------------------------------

Flóahreppur   -------------------------------------------
Gistiheimilið Lambastöðum   ------------------------
Iceland South Coast Travel   -------------------------
Þingborg   ------------------------------------------------
Countryhotel Vatnsholt   ------------------------------
Gaulverjaskóli Hostel   --------------------------------

Grímsnes og Grafningshreppur   -------------------
Eco village   ---------------------------------------------
Sesseljuhús   ---------------------------------------------
Gallery Vala   --------------------------------------------
Hótel Grímsborgir   ------------------------------------
Útilífsmiðstöðin Úlfljótsvatn   -----------------------
Sólheimar Gesthús   -----------------------------------
Ion Luxury Adventure Hotel   -----------------------

Bláskógarbyggð   ---------------------------------------
Ferðaþjónustan Úthlíð   -------------------------------
Kerlingarfjöll   ------------------------------------------
Friðheimar   ---------------------------------------------
Skálholt   -------------------------------------------------
Iceland Riverjet   ---------------------------------------
Farmhotel Efstidalur 2   -------------------------------
Hótel Geysir   -------------------------------------------
Guesthouse Skálinn   ----------------------------------
Gullfosskaffi    ------------------------------------------
Hótel Gullfoss   -----------------------------------------
Arctic rafting   ------------------------------------------
Geysir Green Guesthouse   ---------------------------
Kjóastaðir 2   --------------------------------------------
Laugarvatn Fontana   ----------------------------------
Gallerí Laugavatn   -------------------------------------
Lindin restaurant   -------------------------------------
Golden Circle Apartments   --------------------------
Héraðsskólinn Hostel & Travel Centre   -----------

Skeiða- �og Gnúpverjahreppur   --------------------
Vorsabær 2   ---------------------------------------------
Hótel Hekla Golfv.   ------------------------------------
Hótel Hekla   --------------------------------------------

Hrunamannahreppur   -------------------------------
Syðra Langholt   ----------------------------------------
Hótel Flúðir   -------------------------------------------
Kaffi- Sel   ------------------------------------------------

Ásahreppur   --------------------------------------------
Kálfholt   -------------------------------------------------
Herríðarhóll  --------------------------------------------
Hestheimar   --------------------------------------------

Rangárþing ytra   --------------------------------------
Hekluhestar   --------------------------------------------
Heklusetur   ---------------------------------------------
Hótel Leirubakki   -------------------------------------
Hótel Rangá   -------------------------------------------
Sagnagarður   -------------------------------------------
Hótel Highland   ---------------------------------------
Hrauneyjar Guesthouse   -----------------------------
Hekla Cabins - �Rjúpnavellir   ------------------------
Icelandic Horse World - �visitor center   -----------
Hótel Lækur   -------------------------------------------
Landborgir   ---------------------------------------------
Árhús   ----------------------------------------------------
Stractahotel Hella   ------------------------------------

www.arborg.is
www.husid.com
www.gtyrfingsson.is
www.hotelselfoss.is
www.bandb.is
www.gesthus.is
www.seasidecottages.is
www.kvoldstjarnan.is
www.fosstun.is
www.kaffikrus.is
www.fjorubordid.is
www.raudahusid.is
www.menam.is
www.facebook.com/handverksskurinn.selfossi
www.guesthousebitra.is
www.tryggvaskali.is
www.fischersetur.is
www.hreidurborg.is

www.hveragerdi.is
www.hveragerdi.is
www.listasafnarnesinga.is
www.hotelork.is
www.frumskogar.is
www.hoflandsetrid.is
www.dalakaffi.is
www.frostogfuni.is

www.olfus.is
www.eldhestar.is
www.orkusyn.is
www.solhestar.is
www.hendurihofn.is
www.hjardarbol.is
www.nupar.is
www.fakasel.is

www.floahreppur.is
www.lambastadir.is
www.isct.is
www.thingborg.net
www.hotelvatnsholt.is
www.south- �hostel.is

www.gogg.is
www.solheimar.is
www.sesseljuhus.is
www.solheimar.is
www.grimsborgir.is
www.ulfljotsvatn.is
www.solheimar.is
www.ioniceland.is

www.blaskogabyggd.is
www.uthlid.is
www.kerlingarfjoll.is
www.fridheimar.is
www.skalholt.is
www.icelandriverjet.com
www.efstidalur.is
www.geysircenter.is
www.gljasteinn.is
www.gullfoss.is
www.hotelgullfoss.is
www.arcticrafting.is
www.geysirgreenguesthouse.is
www.goldencirlcleriding.is
www.fontana.is
www.gallerilaugarvatn.is
www.laugarvatn.is
www.goldencircleapartments.is
www.heradsskolinn.is

www.skeidgnup.is
www.vorsabae2.is
www.hotelhekla.is
www.hotelhekla.is

www.fludir.is
www.sydralangholt.is
www.hotelfludir.is
www.kaffisel.is

www.asahreppur.is
www.kalfholt.is
www.herridarholl.is
www.hestheimar.is

www.ry.is
www.hekluhestar.is
www.leirubakki.is
www.leirubakki.is
www.hotelranga.is
www.sagnagardur.land.is
www.hotelhighland.is
www.hrauneyjar.is
www.rjupnavellir.is
www.iceworld.is
www.hotellaekur.is
www.landborgir.is
www.arhus.is
www.stractahotels.is

Rangárþing eystra   ------------------------------------
Sögusetrið   ----------------------------------------------
Skógarsafn   ---------------------------------------------
Hellishólar   ---------------------------------------------
South Iceland Adventure   ----------------------------
Southcoast Adventure   --------------------------------
Country Hotel Anna   ----------------------------------
Hótel Hvolsvöllur   ------------------------------------
Gestastofan Þorvaldseyri   ----------------------------
Hótel Fljótshlíð / Smáratún   -------------------------
Eldstó   ---------------------------------------------------
Kaffi Langbrók   ----------------------------------------
Eldfjallaskálarnir Húsadal / Volcano Huts   -------
Söluskálinn Björkin   ----------------------------------
Skálakot   ------------------------------------------------
Welcome Hotel Lambafell   --------------------------
Hótel Skógar   ------------------------------------------
Hótel Skógafoss   ---------------------------------------
Seljaveitingar   ------------------------------------------
Into the Wild   ------------------------------------------

Mýrdalshreppur   --------------------------------------
Kötlusetur   ----------------------------------------------
Halldórskaffi (Undanfari)   ---------------------------
Þakgil - �camping site with cabins   -----------------
Arcanum- �ferðaþjónusta   ----------------------------
Íslenskir Fjallaleiðsögumenn   -----------------------
Víkurprjón / Icewear   ---------------------------------
Welcome Hotel Vík / Welcome Puffin Hostel   ---
Hótel Katla - �Höfðabrekka   -------------------------
Café Sólheimajökull   ----------------------------------
Hótel Vík í Mýrdal   ------------------------------------
Ströndin restaurant   -----------------------------------
Skaftárhreppur   ----------------------------------------
Kirkjubæjarstofa   --------------------------------------
Ferðaþjónustan Hunkubökkum   --------------------
Hótel Laki   ----------------------------------------------
Hótel Geirland   ----------------------------------------
Hótel Klaustur   ----------------------------------------
Hólasport   ----------------------------------------------
Hólaskjól   -----------------------------------------------
Fosshótel Núpar   --------------------------------------

Sveitarfélagið Hornafjörður   -----------------------
Skaftafellsstofa   ----------------------------------------
Þórbergssetur   -----------------------------------------
Jökulsárlón   --------------------------------------------
Hólmur Ferðaþjónusta   ------------------------------
Hoffell / GlacierWorld   -------------------------------
Gerði Gistiheimili   -------------------------------------
Hali Guesthouse   --------------------------------------
Country Hotel   -----------------------------------------
Smyrlabjörg   --------------------------------------------
Tjaldsvæðið Höfn   ------------------------------------
Brunnhóll Ferðaþjónusta   ----------------------------
Fosshótel Vatnajökull   --------------------------------
Hótel Höfn   ---------------------------------------------
Glacier guides   -----------------------------------------
Local Guide / Öræfaferðir   ---------------------------
Humarhöfnin   ------------------------------------------
Vatnajökull travel   -------------------------------------
Ís & ævintýri /Jöklajeppar   --------------------------
Ríki Vatnajökuls   ---------------------------------------
Hof 1 Hótel   ---------------------------------------------
Atlantsflug   ---------------------------------------------
Fallastakkur   --------------------------------------------
Hótel Skaftafell   ---------------------------------------

Vestmannaeyjar   ---------------------------------------
Sagnheimar   --------------------------------------------
Sæheimar   ----------------------------------------------
Hótel Vestmannaeyjar   -------------------------------
Hótel Eyjar   ---------------------------------------------
Rib Safari   -----------------------------------------------
Viking Tours   -------------------------------------------
Aska Hostel   --------------------------------------------

Kynnisferðir / Reykjavík Excursions   --------------
Snæland Grímsson   -----------------------------------
Allra handa / Iceland Excursions   ------------------
Trex hópferðamiðstöð   -------------------------------
Ferðaskrifstofan Esja   ---------------------------------
HL Adventure    ----------------------------------------
Fjallamenn / Mountaineers of Iceland   ------------
Katla Geopark   -----------------------------------------
Norðurflug   ---------------------------------------------
Ernir   ----------------------------------------------------
Víkingaslóðir ehf.   -------------------------------------
Pink Iceland   -------------------------------------------

www.hvolsvollur.is
www.njala.is
www.skogasafn.is
www.hellisholar.is
www.siadv.is
www.southadventure.is
www.hotelanna.is
www.hotelhvolsvollur.is
www.icelanderupts.is
www.smaratun.is
www.eldsto.is
www.rang.is/langbrok
www.volcanohuts.com
(no website)
www.skalakot.com
www.lambafell.is
www.hotelskogar.is
www.hotelskogafoss.is
www.facebook.com/Seljaveitingar
www.intothewild.is

www.vik.is
www.kotlusetur.is
www.halldorskaffi.is
www.thakgil.is
www.arcanum.is
www.mountainguides.is
www.icewear.is
www.vikhotel.is
www.hotelkatla.is
www.facebook.com/pages/Café- Sólheimajökull
www.hoteledda.is/hotels/hotel-edda- vik
www.strondin.is
www.klaustur.is
www.kbkl.is
www.hunkubakkar.is
www.hotellaki.is
www.geirland.is
www.icelandairhotels.is/hotels/klaustur
www.holasport.is
www.eldgja.is
www.islandiahotel.is

www.hornafjordur.is
www.vjp.is
www.thorbergssetur.is
www.jokulsarlon.is
www.eldhorn.is/mg/gisting
www.hoffell.com
www.farmholidays.is/FarmDetails.aspx?No=595
www.hali.is
(no website)
www.smyrlabjorg.is
www.campsite.is
www.brunnholl.is
www.fosshotel.is/is/fosshotel/fosshotel- vatnajokull
www.hotelhofn.is
www.glacierguides.is
www.localguide.is
www.humarhofnin.is
www.vatnajokull.is
www.glacierjeeps.is
www.visitvatnajokull.is
www.hof1.is
www.atf.is
www.fallastakkur.is
www.hotelskaftafell.is

www.sagnheimar.is
www.saeheimar.is
www.hotelvestmannaeyjar.is
www.hoteleyjar.eyjar.is
www.ribsafari.is
www.vikingtours.is
www.askahostel.is

www.re.is
www.snaeland.is
www.grayline.is
www.trex.is
www.esjatravel.is
www.hl.is
www.mountaineers.is
www.katlageopark.is
www.heli.is
www.ernir.is
www.vikingaslodir.is
www.pinkiceland.is

Members of  
Visit South Iceland 


