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Last month, a new law protecting the rights of transgender people came into e�ect in Iceland. 
A milestone for transgender rights, the law directly a�ects the lives and well-being of 
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Everyone loves their múm. We certainly do. They have 
remained one of Iceland’s premier bands for well over 
a decade now, and they continue to amaze, while 
inspiring younger generations of musicians with their 
carefree-yet-ethical attitudes towards music, life, love 
and everything that comes with being in a band. Our 
musical landscape would certainly be different with out 
them. A lot worse, more bleak. Life without múm would 
suck, so thank you, múm! 

And now múm have a new thing out! It’s not exactly 
a new album; it is a compilation of music from their 
first years as a band, a whopping fifteen songs made 
between 1998 and 2000 that most of us are yet to hear. 
The album portrays a band in the making, musicians in 
formation,  a whole lotta good ideas and great spirits 
put to tape. Seek out the album, but start by download-
ing our free track for this issue, “0,000Orð”. 

0,000Orð 

múm 

  Download the FREE track at www.grapevine.is
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The accompanying photo depicts myself and two 
of my best friends, Helgi Rafn Hermannsson (bot-
tom left) and Bóas Hallgrímsson (right), posing in 
front of a rather nice waterfall that can be found 
on a mountain in Tunguskógur forest, by Ísafjörður 
(fun fact: the fjord that hosts the town of Ísafjörður 
is actually called Skutulsfjörður (“harpoon fjord”)! 
The fjord that’s actually called Ísafjörður is a two-
hour drive away from Ísafjörður, the town. There is 
a very logical explanation for this, which you can 
seek out if you’re interested). It was early evening 
in late June, my family was grilling up some nice 
treats on a nearby BBQ and a group of us kids 
thought we would work up an appetite by climbing 
a mountain and looking at a waterfall. 
 What a time we had! 
 (Except, one of our group, my cousin Emma 
Jóna, was stung by a pair of wasps. That put a 
slight damper on our otherwise perfect evening. 
Fuck wasps, they are goddamn annoying). 
 I feel very fortunate that life has granted me 
the privilege of being able to hike mountains and 
look at waterfalls at a whim. The people of Iceland 
have a lot to be grateful for in general, as does 
anyone reading this who is fortunate enough to be 
able to travel to distant countries and read their 
alt. publications (most people out there cannot af-
ford to take leisure trips. A lot of people out there 
can’t even read. There is a great discrepancy in 
the way the Earth’s goods are divided, and this is 
shameful. We should strive to change this, and for 
empathy).
 Taking hikes, looking at waterfalls and BBQ-
ing with family are some of the things that make 
Icelandic summer pretty great. But there are other 

things. 
 Like our annual Gay Pride festivities, coming 
up in a couple of weeks. They are pretty great, 
too. It’s all to easy to forget just how amazing and 
life-affirming it is that a large portion of the na-
tion—gay, straight or otherwise inclined—shows up 
every year to celebrate diversity and human rights 
by marching side by side in a colourful parade. We 
tried to find some questionable aspects of the fes-
tivities to talk about in this issue, like the chance of 
it becoming an over-commercialized money-hole, 
because we’re like that, we gotta stay vigilant. And 
of course there is a chance folks might at some 
point lose sight of the original point and purpose 
of Gay Pride. However, our vigilance is at this time 
probably better directed to places where LBGT 
persons still suffer persecution and intolerance. 
Mayor Jón Gnarr is doing his bit by marching in 
the Faroese Gay Pride. 
 What are you doing?

fontana.is

Your 
element

• Steam rooms
• Thermal baths
• Sauna

Laugarvatn Fontana is composed of a series of interconnected outdoor mineral baths and steam rooms, 
built over natural hot spring that Icelanders have used for bathing since year 1929.

The ideal stop between Thingvellir and Geysir 
– daily tours by Reykjavik Excursions

Welcome to a true, authentic Icelandic experience!

Open daily
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Greetings,

The interview with the No Borders organiza-
tion was a good initiative, but should have 
been more detailed. 100 questions arise, but 
none of them was answered in the interview. 
For example it would have been interesting 
to know how No Borders sees society cop-
ing with an endless stream of poor people 
searching for a better life. Who is going to 
pay for these people, food, housing, social 
security? 

Already there is unemployment in Iceland 
and other western countries. What should 
these newcomers do for a living? Who is 
going to pay their benefits? Where are they 
going to stay? In tents or containers? Should 
the State start building new suburbs to ac-
commodate them? What about public trans-
port and other infrastructure of society?

No borders! How would this work in reality? 

For example if we had 30-50 thousand people 
coming here from Africa. Most of them illit-
erate, not speaking English, not having any 
skills. Should we build a new suburb in the 
Reykjavik area and have these people walk 
around in the streets of Reykjavik on social 
security? What would it cost to house these 
people and pay them social benefits? How 
much tax rise would be necessary? Enor-
mous for sure. 

What would be the response from an average 
Icelander? What about stability in society? 
If all these people were young males? Males 
need females, that is the old story. How many 
weeks would pass and we had a war on the 
streets? I mean war, not riots, but war and 
people killing each other and blood running 
on the streets. Meaning: native Icelanders 
trying to get rid of the invaders in every way 
they could. 

If 30-50 thousand people from Africa came 
to Iceland in a few months, searching for a 
better life, society would break down and 
there would be war on the streets. Probably 
the war would start already when 10 thou-
sand or less had arrived. The No Borders ex-

periment would be over.

The interviewer should have been more firm 
and sceptical with these two No Borders peo-
ple. They were treated like 10 year old kids 
just having been watching a TV program 
about the poor children in Africa.

Regards,
Einar
www.bjartsynisf lokkurinn.blog.is

Dear Einar,
thank you for your letter, and thank you for 
reading one of our articles with a critical 
and inquisitive mind, and then for mailing 
us your thoughts on that article. Critical 
discourse! It’s a beautiful thing, and you are 
partaking. This is great! Every human being 
deserves consideration and respect from its 
fellow human beings! Especially when it at-
tempts to engage in conversation with other 
human beings about how we should be run-
ning this whole ‘human life on Earth’ thing. 
Even if that human being’s arguments and/
or opinions happen to be fucking ill consid-
ered, narrow-minded, solipsistic—even if 
they stand in opposition to whatever it is that 
might allow us to refer to ourselves as ‘hu-
man’.
We should strive to always listen and to al-
ways consider one another and to treat each 
other with respect. And always listen. 
So even though some of what you’re espous-
ing might be repugnant or ill considered or 
narrow-minded or solipsistic or whatever, 
you still deserve being cherished and taken 
seriously. As a human with thoughts and 
feelings and sensations and a unique way of 
experiencing the world and expressing those 
experiences. As do all of us.  
You start off pretty well. You are right: No 
Borders’ ideology raises one million ques-
tions, and most of them are not addressed 
or answered in our interview (it was kind of 
a short interview). But that was sort of the 
point of that article, as is the point of a lot of 
things we print in our paper: to raise ques-
tions, engage in conversation and motivate 
our readers to think about their world and 
what’s in it and question it.  This for instance 
why we are printing your letter (thanks again 

for sending it. Maybe the No Borders folks 
will respond with a letter of their own?). 
Yes. Where would all those people live? 
That’s a good point. What about all of the 
practical concerns that a ‘world without bor-
ders’ entails? Could they be worked out? Are 
the No Borders people going to do that for us? 
Or someone else? And are we going to have 
to alter our world and entire way of life to ac-
commodate all those people? And would that 
be so horrible? 
Those are good questions, and they deserve 
careful consideration. 
However, you then quickly start spouting 
bullshit rhetoric. Fuck that. And your politi-
cal party you seem to be trying to found ap-
pears to be rooted in the same xenophobic, 
islamophobic, misanthropic world-view that 
has inspired folks in many of our neighbour-
ing countries to go around acting like knuck-
le-headed assholes all over the place. There’s 
really no need for examples. Fuck that. 
Some of what those folks are saying might 
even might sense at some level, but it fails to 
register the basic and important premise that 
needs to be present in all human discourse—
the liberal, humanistic premise that the bet-
ter parts of our society are based on and that 
enables them to go around spouting their 
BS without being thrown in jail, and which 
makes us want to consider your opinion 
even though it gives us the shivers—namely 
that all human beings are equal and deserve 
equal consideration and opportunities and 
respect and  chances and that all their lives 
and opinions and views and thoughts should 
be treasured (and feel free to ponder whether 
we, as privileged and incidental beneficia-
ries of a tremendously wealthy and isolated 
country that exists within and benefit from a 
hugely discriminatory world order, have any 
duties to the other seven billion humans on 
earth (especially those that happened to be 
born elsewhere)). 
They really do. 
So yeah. Consider yourself and your view-
point considered. A discourse going. Feel 
free to contribute more. And lastly: YOU 
ARE RIGHT! The interviewer should have 
been more firm and sceptical. We all should 
be, at all times! 

Góðan dag.

Really enjoyed your latest issue on Greenland.  I was especially pleased to see an article on Ittoqqortoormiit, a place I've been 
very interested in for some time now but never hear anything about.  I've twice been to northwestern Greenland, but never to 
the east, and this particular place is where I find myself fantasizing about going to next.  Also, cool article on the music scene 
there.  Again, something you don't hear hardly anything about.

Finally, great to read about the triumphant return of the great Botnleðja.  It kills me that I'm not there to witness it.  I'm posi-
tively Greenlandic with envy!

OK, keep up the good work!
John Evicci
Dracut, Massachusetts

Greetings John Evicci! Or should that perhaps be "Green-tings" (no, no it shouldn't)? We're pleased that you're pleased, and 
truly delighted and astounded that you can spell the destination so effortlessly right. Here at Grapevine Towers we've taken to 
abbreviating it as simply I'miit for sake of ease and time.

Anyway! Thank you for your letter! You flatter us! We are overjoyed! Thanks again! Have some free stöff, and see you soon! 

Say your piece, voice your 
opinion, send your letters to: 
letters@grapevine.is

    Sour 
    grapes
& stuff

MOST AWESOME LETTER
FREE ICELANDIC GOURMET FEAST

There's prize for all your MOST AWESOME LETTERS. And 
it’s a scorcher! No, really! It's a goddamn scorcher is what 
it is! Whoever sends us THE MOST AWESOME LETTER 
this issue will receive A FRIGGIN GOURMET FEAST FOR 
TWO at TApAS BARINN.
Did you hear that? Write in and complain about something 
(in an admirable way), win a gourmet feast at one of 
Reykjavík's finest?  

THIS IS THE DEAL OF THE CENTURY IS WHAT IT IS!
What's in a 'lobster feast'? Well, one has to assume that it has lobster-a-plenty. Is there 
more? Probably, but still... Gourmet feast? Wow! DON’T pANIC if your letter wasn’t picked 
AWESOME LETTER. There's always next month! 
 Now, if you're in the market for free goodies next month, write us some sort of letter. Give us 
your worst: letters@grapevine.is

Most Awesome Letter of the Issue

Höfðatorg Tower
105 Reykjavik 
Tel: 575 7575 

Opening hours:
Sun.-Wed. 11.00 – 22.00
Thu.-Sat. 11.00 – 24.00

fabrikkan@fabrikkan.is www.fabrikkan.is

BE SQUARE
AND BE THERE

THE �MBURGER

Gullfoss and Geysir are surely a must-see in Iceland, 
but neither is something you eat. That‘s why we have 

14 brilliant and creative hamburgers at the 
Hamburger Factory. 

The Reykjavik Grapevine‘s Best of Reykjavik panel 
awarded the Hamburger Factory “Best specialty 

burger 2010“ and “Best veggie burger 2011“. 
It made us happy. Because we aim to please. 

The Factory offers Iceland‘s best selection of gourmet 
hamburgers with a nice selection of salads, meat 

courses and delicious desserts. And of course we only 
use 100% fresh high-quality ingredients, directly from 

the Icelandic nature. 
Located on the ground floor of the highest tower

of Reykjavik, with an amazing view of Höfði, 
the meeting place of Ronald Reagan and Mikhail 

Gorbachev, the Hamburger Factory has been packed 
with burger-craving customers since its opening in 
april 2010; among the regulars is Iceland‘s best 

known fisherman, Eric Clapton.
Attention:  Our hamburger buns are not round. 

They are square. Does it taste better? You tell us. 

HOW TO GET HERE
SOME TIPS ON HOW TO GET TO US WHILE LOOKING COOL AND LOCAL

From that point on you are in good hands.
Be there or be square!

“Íslenska Hamborgarafabrikkan, takk” 
(„The Icelandic Hamburger Factory, please“)�

This is what you say to the taxi driver
or when asking locals for directions:

“Sælar! Hvað er að frétta”
(Hello! What‘s up)

When you arrive you tell the waiter:

“Ég er þokkalega svangur,
get ég fengið hamborgara” 

 (I‘m quite hungry, can I get a hamburger)



Best selling combo!
Snorkeling & Caving

Price 19.990 ISK with pick up from Reykjavik included.
This tour includes snorkeling in the crystal clear waters of Silfra lava fissure and caving in 
Gjábakkahellir cave, both located in Þingvellir National Park. Tour difficulty is rated as “easy”, 
the scenery is unbeatable and the main things this trip leaves behind are great memories and 
thousands of satisfied customers. A simple MUST when in Iceland.

www.adventures.is | info@adventures.is | +354-562-7000 | Laugavegur 11 | 101 | RVK | Open every day from 8am-10pm

CyclingDiving

Sightseeing

CanoeingRafting

Super-Jeep

Ice Climbing

Whale Watch

Kayaking

Climbing

Glacier Hike Hiking

ATV Incentive

Snorkeling

Horse Riding SnowmobileCaving
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Reykjavík | City Planning, Downtown

One of the oldest quarters of the Ice-
landic capital, nowadays Ingólfstorg 
is the haunt of summer vacation-
ers and boys on skateboards. Soon, 
however, it will be the bulldozers 
moving into the square at the heart 
of downtown Reykjavík’s Kvosin dis-
trict.

An open competition to transform the 
square was launched earlier this year—
and the winning design, developed by 
ASK Arkitektar, has been on display this 
month at the Landssímahús building on 
Thorvaldsensstræti.
 The design presents a stark change 
to the area’s cityscape, which will be 
dominated by a new six-storey hotel and 
marked by a facelift for the old NASA 
nightclub. However, the plans have been 
met with widespread criticism among 
locals, with a campaign led by pop star 
Páll Óskar and an online petition against 
the development already attracting well 
over 11,000 signatures.
 But what do the plans mean for the 
look and the spirit of 101 Reykjavík? And 
why has the debate become so fierce?

The committee selected 
to assess the strengths of 

68 different submissions on the future 
of Ingólfstorg and Kvosin described the 
winning design as “an ambitious pro-
posal that takes into account the history 
of Kvosar town” whilst showing “inter-
esting development potential.” The plan 
has, they insist, “a clear and holistic view 
of the fragile and important city centre 
area,” enabling “strategic development 
without demolition or relocation of the 
old buildings.”
 Hjálmar Sveinsson, representative of 
the Reykjavík Planning Authority on the 
contest jury, describes Ingólfstorg and 
the surrounding area as a sad place: “It’s 
okay in the summer, but dark and al-
most dead for nine or ten months of the 
year—not appropriate for the core of the 
city centre.” Thorvaldsensstræti and the 
nearby streets, he says, are “like a slum,” 
drained of light and activity throughout 
the day thanks to the use of the current 
Landssímahús as office space, leaving 
the old timber houses of downtown 
Reykjavík looking “rather sad.”
 The development comes at an op-
portune moment, they argue, as more 
and more tourists are heading to Reyk-
javík—a trend which the authorities 
and businesses hope will spiral with the 
attraction of a new luxury hotel in the 
heart of the old city.
 The proposed culture house on In-
gólfstorg similarly offers an exciting 

opportunity, proponents believe. In-
gólfstorg has traditionally been covered, 
previously the site of Hotel Iceland until 
it burned down in 1944. Large spaces 
of Ingólfstorg and Austurvöllur will re-
main open and accessible, they say, with 
improvements made to the existing traf-
fic grid.
 These plans however are still very 
much in their infancy. How much will 
it cost? “No idea,” says Hjálmar. The 
contest jury has responded to ASK Arki-
tektar with its recommendations, and 
hopes that this winter work will begin 
on final drawings detailing the look of 
the hotel and surrounding buildings. It 
is anticipated from then that exact plans 
will be on display by next spring. The 
visionary culture house meanwhile re-
mains a distant dream: a future issue to 
be explored further by the City of Reyk-
javík in the years to come.

Well over 11,000 locals 
have already signed a peti-

tion at Ekkihotel.is (Ekkihotel = “Not ho-
tel”) opposed to the plans, with pop star 
and child of NASA Páll Óskar fronting 
the campaign to stop the hotel. Björgum 
Ingólfstorgi og NASA (“Save Ingólfstorg 
and NASA”) is the organisation striving 
to keep the square and preserve the his-
toric club and community centre.
 Páll Óskar argues the plans are mo-
tivated solely by the desire to make a 
profit. Landowner Pétur Þór Sigurðsson 
has reportedly planned for some time 
to build a hotel on the site. But Páll in-
sists he should look elsewhere: “This 
is the oldest part of Reykjavík, where 
Reykjavík was born.” He labels the 
project damningly as “Hotel Godzilla,” 
a modern architectural scar on a once 
picturesque townscape of small timber 
houses, in an area already crowded with 
hoteliers. “If I was a tourist going to 
Scotland I wouldn’t dream of demand-
ing a hotel on top of Edinburgh Castle.”
 In an opinion piece elsewhere in this 
issue, former Iceland Music Export MD 
Anna Hildur Hildibrandsdóttir analyses 
the supply and demand of hotel rooms 
in Reykjavík: within the next two years, 
she writes, the number of rooms in the 
city is set to rise by 30%, “much more 
than the projected increase of tourists 
over the next few years.”
 The future of NASA is another 
source of fear. The club and its adjoin-

ing building has served historically as a 
community centre, with dancing, wed-
dings, cabarets, and movies all frequent 
fixtures on the social calendar. The en-
tire building is “an example of very spe-
cial Icelandic architecture,” according 
to campaigners. “You can find a com-
munity centre like that in every small 
town,” says Páll, “and Reykjavík will lose 
its only one.”
 The music festivals and club nights 
to which NASA has traditionally played 
host will be no more, fears Páll. “I’ve 
seen the same story again and again. 
New hotels start with the intention of 
providing entertainment but the mu-
sic is always thrown out because hotel 
guests complain about the noise. The 
concert hall will become nothing more 
than a venue for PowerPoint presenta-
tions and occasional cocktail parties.”
 “Whenever we fight to preserve a 
building, they tell us it’s in ruins,” la-
ments Helgi Þorláksson, University of 
Iceland history professor and a fellow 
supporter of the BIN campaign. Páll 
Óskar goes further: “When Iceland be-
came rich after the war, the Americans 
gave us nylon stockings and Wrigley’s 
gum. We are still enjoying all that, but 
it’s made us believe that everything tra-
ditional and original Icelandic is tacky, 
and has to be replaced with whatever’s 
new and fashionable.” 

What Are They Doing To  
Ingólfstorg, Nasa and Kvosin?

Words
Mark O’Brien

Illustrations
ASK arkítektar

The Debate

For Against

What do y'all think about all this? Write us a letter or comment on our Face-
book or something. Your opinion is valued! 

5  Ingólfstorg: The long-term vision is 
to build a new culture house on the 

southern part of the plaza (what was Hotel 
Iceland until it burnt down in the 40s). This 
would be a standalone structure on city land 
unrelated to the hotel, but may not be seen 
for some years to come. An open park area 
will be built on the second floor roof of the 
structure, accessible to all.

4  Vallarstræti: The plans promise a 
mix of shopping and service build-

ings, improving what is already available 
along the street that runs from the south 
side of Ingólfstorg, through the northern 
edge of Austurvöllur. The architects insist 
that the rhythm of form of new buildings 
here will blend in with the surrounding tradi-
tional cityscape.

3  NASA: The source of much contro-
versy, the famous old nightclub and 

community hall at Thorvaldsensstræti 2 will 
be knocked down and a new venue rebuilt 
as an entertainment and conference hall, 
likely lowered by two metres, and to be ac-
cessed via a restaurant at the adjoining ho-
tel.

2  Landsímahús: This old building, 
which dominates the western perim-

eter of Austurvöllur, is to be recast as a 
4-star hotel with an additional floor con-
structed. The main entrance will be on 
Kirkjustræti, and the ground floor of the ho-
tel will connect to the adjacent public areas 
of Víkurgarður.

1  Kirkjustræti: The architects have 
also designed a new building to front 

the hotel, prominently positioned jutting out 
onto Kirkjustræti. The contest jury is howev-
er opposed to this, and is insisting an im-
proved design, with a building that blends 
into its surroundings more easily and which 
is kept further away from the facade of the 
Alþingi.

1
2

3
4

5



It’s not really summer.
It’s just winter with less snow.
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Keeping Iceland warm 
since 1926

In the middle of the ocean, south of Iceland, there’s an archipelago called the 

Westman Islands. It’s the windiest place in Iceland and it gets lots of rain. In 

the old harbor we opened the valves on the water mains, unleashing an artificial 

downpour. When the ice-cold water came lashing down – it really made us think 

of the Icelandic summer.
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day. It was in Icelandic, so you probably wouldn't have understood it anyway. 

New planning proposals for the heart of 
Reykjavík have sparked up a controversy. 
Many of us feel that the interests of the 
real estate developer who owns the prop-
erty receive too much attention. It comes 
as no surprise that as a businessman, he 
would mainly consider the maximum 
yield of his properties. But one could 
question whether it is the role of Reyk-
javík’s City Council to let those interests 
be a leading factor in the current debate 
about planning of one the capital’s most 
important sites.
 We are talking about the heart of 
the city. Icelanders and foreign tourists 
(such as those that annually attend the 
Iceland Airwaves festival and other inter-
national events by the thousands) want 
a variety of cultural activities, gourmet 
experiences and entertainment. It has 
been argued that the increasing amount 
of large buildings, homogeneous activi-
ties and the traffic that goes with a hotel 
prevents this.

Public or private interests

In this matter, leading politicians and 
commentators have put forward argu-
ments that disregard facts and public in-
terest. They have mainly emphasised the 
increasing demand for hotel rooms in 
Reykjavík, stating that a hotel building 
in the Kvosin area would bring life to the 
city centre. Along with a small group of 
direct stakeholders, they are running a 
campaign for a hotel to be built at exactly 
this site. Criticism has been brushed off 
with bad jokes or statements that are not 
based on facts or public interest. How-
ever, close to 12,000 people have already 
signed a petition against these propos-
als. And there are many valid reasons 
behind it.

The fact is that there are new hotels and 
guesthouses opening every year in the 
city, reflecting the increasing number 
of tourists. These hotels are opening in 
the heart of Reykjavík and all around it. 
A 250–300 room luxury hotel building 
is rising next to the Harpa Concert Hall 
and Conference Centre. A hostel is in 
development at Laugavegur 77, and, ac-
cording to plans, a 300–350 room hotel 
is expected to rise in one of three towers 
that are planned at Höfðatorg.  

An assessment of avalability and 
demand?

According to Statistics Iceland, the 
greater Reykjavík area had 3,611 rooms 
in the hospitality industry in 2011. The 
vast majority of those rooms are in and 
around the city centre. Aside from the 
159 rooms currently planned in the 
new Kvosin proposals, there will be an 
increase of hundreds of rooms over the 
next couple of years. There are licenses 
for hotels and hostels at Laugavegur, 
Höfðatorg and Lækjargata, to name a 
few, and other plans are in the pipeline. 
This means an up to 30% increase in 
the supply of hotel rooms in a very short 
time span, which is much more than the 
projected increase of tourists over the 
next few years.
 A recent report from the Reykjavík 
City Council was published under the 
headline “Much Demand For (Tourist) 
Accommodation in Reykjavík,” which 
is misleading at best. The report shows 
a very high density of hotels and tourist 
accommodation in central Reykjavík. 
According to the report, the utilisation 
of tourist accommodation is approxi-
mately 65% during summer, and 35% in 
winter. If we leave out guesthouses and 
focus exclusively on hotel rooms, we can 
see the current utilization amounts to 
80% during summer.
  The question remains whether this 
fast-increasing supply of hotel rooms 
and tourist accommodation is in line 
with demand, and whether there is an 
overall plan for hotel development in 
Reykjavík.
 Icelanders should have learnt over 
the last decade or so that “just because” 
arguments are not sustainable. The city 
council needs to listen to the public, 
which is protesting against their short-
sighted plans and proposals by the thou-
sand. 

I was in Iceland for five months last year. 
While I greatly enjoyed my time working 
for the Reykjavík International Film Fes-
tival and travelling around the island, I 
sorely missed football. I discovered that 
football as a tool for meeting and sharing 
with complete strangers does not exist.
 If you go to a public space and start 
playing guitar, you won’t be alone for too 
long before some other musicians come 
and an audience gathers around you and 
you share this experience together. Foot-
ball is the same way. If you go to an open 
field and start kicking around a ball, you 
won’t be alone for long before other play-
ers join you. It’s the possibility to meet 
others. I like that in French we often use 
the word "rencontre" (meeting) to call a 
football game.
 When I lived in London, hundred of 
players would go to a central park to play 
football with people they didn’t know on 
a daily basis. I used to walk in the park 
and people would ask me to join a game, 
left and right. And it was especially ex-
hilarating because the guys came from 
all over the world, so that an Argentin-
ian, Italian, Turkish, Cameroonian, and 
Japanese were all sharing this impro-
vised moment. I had experienced this 
same phenomenon everywhere I had 
been in Europe as well. 
 Then I arrived in Iceland. Reykjavík 
has so many nice football pitches (even 
ocean front, some of them), but I've 
never seen anybody playing on them. I 
wandered around the way I would every-
where else, with my shoes, ready to play, 
but the fields were always desperately 
empty. Where the hell were all the Ice-
landic football players hiding? 
 One night, at around 11 PM, I saw 
three guys playing on the big pitch by 
the Seltjarnarnes swimming pool. I 
quickly made my way over to ask them 
if they were about to play a game and if 
I could join them. They answered me, 
coldly, that they didn’t know if it would 
be possible. Why not? Is it such a big 
deal to add an extra player? Well, they 
didn’t know and I got the hint that they 
wanted to get rid of me so I just left. 
 That’s when I understood that Ice-
landers not only have a lot of private par-
ties, but it seems they also have what one 
might call private football games that are 
very formally organised. I learned that 
one of my workmates at RIFF used to 

play games at lunchtime, but it was nec-
essary to know at least one of the guys 
playing and to be invited. You don't ca-
sually join a football game in Reykjavík. 
Even more surprising to me, I learned 
that they even have a website called 
"teamfinder" to organize their games 
by time and place and number of players 
who have confirmed that they are going 
to attend by ticking a box on the website. 
 Icelanders evidently take their foot-
ball seriously. I gave it a try, playing with 
the guys at lunchtime, but these games 
were not only formal, but also pretty 
boring. Nobody smiled and I wondered 
if they were even enjoying themselves. 
It seemed like they were there because 
they had to, in a very formal organisa-
tion, they come, they practice (I can't 
even say, play) and they leave. After the 
third game like this, I gave up altogether.
 The spirit of football that I love, and 
have experienced the world over, is lost 
in Iceland. 

Opinion | Anna Hildur Hildibrandsdóttir Opinion | Mickaël Greco

The Hotel Debate—Availability 
And Demand?

Icelanders, Stop Fucking With 
Football! 

Anna Hildur is currently MD of the Nordic Music Export.

 @annahildur  

Mickaël Greco volunteered with RIFF last year, and loves 
playing football.
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T he 
down-

town nightclub 
Nasa came 
back into the 
news, with the 
future of the building that housed it 
undergoing more twists and turns 
in a struggle between city officials 
and a grassroots movement to save 
the site. A petition was started, with 
more than 11,000 signatures at the 
time of this writing, to save Nasa 
from demolition and to prevent the 
building of a hotel at the loca-
tion that critics say would cast an 
unsightly shadow over Austurvöllur, 
the square in front of Parliament 
that many Icelanders like to enjoy 
in the summertime to get some sun. 
However, Páll Hjaltason, the chair-
person of the Reykjavík Planning 
Committee, said that the city had 
long planned to renovate the club, 
and that it will not be torn down. 
The hotel, however, still appears 
to be on the drawing board, so at 
least that part of the struggle will 
continue. More on that elsewhere 
in this issue. 

P oor Eve the seal, despite 
being an Icelandic native 

(probably), will not be allowed to 
return to her presumed home from 
her sanctuary in England, on the 
grounds that Icelandic authorities 
are worried she may introduce 
foreign diseases to the native seal 
population. For now, there are no 
plans to implement such a measure 
for human beings, so those plan-
ning to visit or move to Iceland 
should be able to breathe easier.

S norri Óskarsson, an 
Akureyri schoolteacher 

who was suspended with pay for 
writing an anti-gay blog, has been 
terminated from his position. This 
prompted, among other people, 
former Central Bank chair and 
current Morgunblaðið co-editor 
Davíð Oddsson to come to his 
defence, saying that Snorri should 
not have been fired for his opinions 
on homosexuals. While Snorri cried 
foul, Akureyri mayor Eiríkur Björn 
Björgvinsson said that Snorri was 
not fired for his blog, but that his 
termination was based on his job 
performance. Meaning that Snorri 
isn’t just a homophobe; he’s also a 
lacklustre teacher.

NEWS IN BRIEF
NEWS IN ICELAND

LATE JULY EDITION
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Issue 11 — 2012 Pirate Party: ICELAND's chosen moniker, "Píratapartýið," seems to be 

bugging a lot of folks. But who cares what they call themselves if 
they've a nice platform, right? Do they have a nice platform? 
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F reedom does ring on do-
mestic airline flights in Ice-

land, though, as the Icelandic Civil 
Aviation Administration confirmed 
that they will not begin weapon 
searches for domestic flights. The 
decision was made on the grounds 
that it would be too costly and time 
consuming to increase security, 
while causing unnecessary delays, 
for an airline system that faces 
almost no threat of armed hijack-
ing or terrorism as it is. Domestic 
airline passenger shoes will remain 
firmly on foot.

 
C hinese 

en-
trepreneur 
and peren-
nial newsmaker 
Huang Nubo 
quite casually 
mentioned in an interview in Beijing 
aspects of his land rental deal that 
had previously not been brought 
to light. Apart from wanting to turn 
30,639 hectares in northeast Ice-
land into a luxury hotel and recre-
ation area, will also be building 100 
luxury villas, mostly for “wealthy 
Chinese.” Oh, and his lease isn’t 
just for 40 years—it’s for 40 years, 
with an option to rent for an ad-
ditional 40 years. Minister of the 
Interior Ögmundur Jónasson was 
less than pleased with the news, 
saying, "If people can rent land for 
this length of time, it becomes more 
or less equivalent to land owner-
ship." What other little surprises 
Huang Nubo plans to spring on us 
remain to be seen.

T he case of Björk Eiðsdóttir 
and Erla Hlynsdóttir—two 

journalists who wrote articles on 
the strip clubs Goldfinger and 

Strawberries and were 
subsequently 

sued for liable, 
appealed to 
the European 
Court of Hu-

man Rights, 
and won—is still 

rippling through 
Iceland. A grassroots movement 
was started calling for the boycott 
of stores owned by the man who 
refused to sell the issues of Ísafold 
magazine covering the Goldfinger 

politics | Party Time!

Recently a group of people, includ-
ing current Movement MP Birgitta 
Jónsdóttir, announced that they 
were preparing to found an Icelan-
dic version of the Pirate Party, a po-
litical movement that originated in 
Sweden in the mid-noughties. This 
received a lot of media coverage, 
likely because the party would have 
representation in parliament im-
mediately, albeit by an MP who has 
founded and abandoned three po-
litical parties in the last four years.

Arrr, a pirate never settles 
down, the high seas always be 

a-callin'.

These political pirates are not named af-
ter oceanic robbers, but rather software 
piracy. Pirate Parties seek to change pat-
ent and copyright law, which they con-
sider outdated and restrictive. They also 
campaign for free speech, transparency 
of governments and corporations, and 
the right of individuals to speak anony-
mously.

Arrr, that be borin'. Where be 
the landing of lubber, avasting 

of mateys, and the yo-ho-hoing 
of rum?

That sounds more likes euphemisms 
for obscure sex practices than pirate 
lingo. In fact, the group of Icelanders 
who are working to found the party 
tried to distance themselves from asso-
ciations with maritime larceny, or any 
other unlawfulness. Birgitta Jónsdóttir 
said: "We do not think of ourselves as 
bandits of any kind." Instead of using 
an Icelandic translation of their name, 
"Sjóræningjaflokkurinn," they went 
with "Píratapartýið," which may look 
easier to pronounce to a non-Icelandic 
speaker, which is true, but is something 
of a nonce word in Icelandic and has re-
ceived a lot of derision.

Arrr, the pirate's lingo is laughed 
at by knaves and fools.

Could you please stop with the pirate 
talk thing? Anyway, Birgitta Jónsdóttir 
has said that she thinks the names of 
political parties are silly to begin with, 
and that the new party may end up being 
called something completely different. 
She suggested "the PP-Party" as a name, 
which I swear does not sound like a lewd 
euphemism in Icelandic. But while the 
people involved have avoided the P-word, 
they have been perfectly comfortable la-
beling themselves nerds. And please, no 
pirate talk.

Arrr, they be... sorry... so, Birgitta 
aside, they're acne-ravaged, 

Dungeons & Dragons-playing, 
momma's-basement-dwelling 

soft-drink addicts?

Not really, though I am sure quite a few 
of them are well acquainted with twenty-

sided dice. Another prominent member 
is a man named Smári McCarthy, whose 
credibility in nerd circles is so high that 
were he a pirate his beard would sponta-
neously catch fire. Among other things, 
Smári was one of the original adminis-
trators of the Icelandic version of Wiki-
pedia, and has a long-time involvement 
with WikiLeaks, along with Birgitta 
Jónsdóttir.

The PP-Party came from 
WikiLeaks? Stop taking the piss.

Though they have run into teething 
troubles with naming the organisation, 
there is no reason to underestimate 
them. In other countries, the party has 
gotten far. In Germany the Pirate Party 
has 45 seats in various regional parlia-
ments and the Swedish Pirate Party has 
two members in the European Parlia-
ment. While there are a lot of new par-
ties vying for political oxygen in the 
2013 Icelandic parliamentary election, 
the Pirate Party does have a clear, easy 
to explain political ideology, which can-
not be said of all the others. They might 
have a chance if they can somehow get 
the voting public to talk about anything 
other than their party name.

No one would talk about their 
name if they dressed like pi-

rates.

While that is probably true, they do want 
people to take them seriously, and no 
one takes nerds running around in pi-
rate costume seriously. The caricature of 
the Pirate Party is that it is nothing but 
a group of nerds whose great concern in 
life is to be able to download any film, 
game or song they want with impunity.

Arrr... wanting to plunder and 
pillage, now there be pirates 

true.

The only thing the Pirate Party is look-
ing to plunder is enough votes to get 
seats in parliament in the next election. 
Traditionally, piracy has not been very 
popular in Iceland, a 17th Century slave-
taking expedition by Barbary pirates 
was one of the most notorious episodes 
in Icelandic history. On the other hand, 
Iceland was originally founded as re-
tirement home for Vikings, which are 
a kind of pirate, so maybe the Icelandic 
Pirate Party can name themselves the 
Viking Party.

So What's This Pirate Party 
I Keep Hearing About?

Words
Kári Tulinius

Illustration
Lóa Hjálmtýrsdóttir
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Spring Parliament usually gets crammed 
with tons of legislative proposals from 
the government. But out of all the bad 
ideas to hit Alþingi’s floor during its 
last session, the proposed Media Law 
amendments, which would, if passed, re-
strict foreigners’ freedom of speech and 
freedom of occupation, are undoubtedly 
some of the more sinister.
 For some reason, The Ministry of 
Education, Science and Culture, which 
is responsible for regulating the media, 
feels it is necessary to amend the current 
Media Law with the following passage:

“The person responsible for media 
broadcasting service shall be a citizen of 
an EEA-country.”

Now in case you wondered, media 
broadcasting service may be a newspa-
per, a TV station, a web page, or even a 
blog, as long as it’s “edited.” Thus, strictly 
speaking, those without passports from 
Iceland, Norway or Switzerland or an EU 
country, might have trouble starting a 
blog aimed at the Icelandic market.
 One could argue that this is really 
not that bad. Foreigners from outside 
the EEA, say Americans, for example, 

would still be able to own and run media 
outlets as long as they get some Ice-
lander or other European to be formally 
responsible for their content. But this is 
of course ridiculous. If a law required 
women to drive under a supervision of a 
male passenger, I think everyone would 
agree that such a provision would violate 
women’s rights to be treated equally and 
impair their freedom of travel. Telling 
foreigners who reside in Iceland that 
they cannot be responsible for their own 
opinions is equally absurd.
 It is hard to imagine why someone 
would consider a paragraph like this 
necessary. The explanatory notes that 
go along with the proposals make no 
effort in justifying this amendment; they 
only reiterate its purpose, claiming that if 
this law is approved that foreigners from 
outside the EEA will not be able to be 
responsible for running media organiza-
tions in Iceland. 
 Now it seems pretty clear that 
barring foreigners from certain jobs in 
private companies is unconstitutional.
 The Constitution of Iceland guar-
antees freedom of expression. Consti-
tutional scholars agree that “everyone” 

does not mean “every Icelandic citizen,” 
but rather “every person within Icelandic 
jurisdiction.” There is no good, merit-
based argument for restricting the free-
dom of speech for foreigners in Iceland. 
There is also no good reason why a for-
eigner living legally in Iceland should be 
barred from certain jobs, simply because 
of their nationality. But even if such good 
reasons existed, the Constitution would 
still prohibit such discrimination. And if 
the Constitution didn’t, then various hu-
man rights charters, signed by Iceland, 
would clearly do so.
 But legal issues aside, this is simply a 
horrible idea. We Icelanders should ask 
ourselves the following questions: Would 
‘we’ find it fair if ‘we’ were to be barred 
from being chief editors or publishers of 
newspapers in other countries? Would 
we like it if we had to find someone else 
to vouch for us if we wanted to start a 
website in America? Would we like to be 
treated this way?
 The current media law is pretty bad 
as it is. It already puts too many restric-
tions and obligations on the free press, 
but the foreigners’ clause is outrageous. 
We cannot allow it to pass.

LET’S MAKE YOUR DAY PERFECT!
Get 10% discount on all our tours at our sales desk in the main shopping street downtown, located 
at the Eymundsson bookstore -  Austurstræti 18, 101 Reykjavík.
We offer all the popular day tours like Whale Watching, The Golden Circle and The Blue Lagoon. With us you can also 
book a great range of activity tours like River Rafting and Super Jeep tours.

www.icelandtravel.is - tel +354 585 4380 - www.yourperfectdayiniceland.isGROUP

10% OFF

Opinion | Pawel Bartoszek

Opinion | Snorri Páll Jónsson Úlfhildarson

pawel Bartoszek is a mathematician and a former member 
of the Constitutional Council of Iceland.

 @pawelbartoszek  |     www.pabamapa.com

Freedom of Speech, 
For Europeans Only

In Grapevine’s last issue, Kári Túlinius 
poses a question that he then attempts 
to answer: “What became of the far right 
in Iceland?” Trotting out numerous ex-
amples of short-lived right-wing parties, 
whose political agenda truly advocated 
xenophobic and racist ideologies, Kári 
outlines how those parties' most 
prominent members have usually ended 
up in the right-wing show-stealer Sjálf-
stæðisflokkurinn (“The Independence 
Party”), which he maintains “is like a 
black hole that draws in people with far 

right beliefs” who are then “marginalised 
and have never achieved much sway 
of power.” Admitting that this “is not to 
say that xenophobia and racism are not 
problems in Iceland,” he nevertheless 
suggests that “the particulars of the 
Icelandic political landscape have made 
it harder for far-right political parties to 
take root here than in other European 
countries.”
 While it is true that Sjálfstæðisflok-
kurinn has been and is a far-right black 
hole, this analysis of Icelandic politics 
might be a bit too simplified. Firstly, 
racist members of Sjálfstæðisflokkurinn 
have surely been granted powerful posi-
tions. One prominent example is Björn 
Bjarnason, former Minister of Justice and 
Church Affairs, whose anti-immigration 
policies differ nil from those of, say, Jón 
Magnússon who Kári particularly picks 
out.
 Secondly, nationalism—the true 
mother of xenophobia and racism—is ev-
ident all over the party-political sphere, 
not excluding the left. This has repeat-
edly been manifested, for instance, in the 
discussion on the possibility of Iceland 
joining the European Union, in which the 
two opposing margins of the country's 
party-political line stand united against 
the EU-favourable centre—both of those 
ranks basing their position on national-
istic viewpoints. On a directly con-
nected note, the party-political sphere 
is generally conservative when it comes 
to Christianity and its role in society—a 
position almost impenetrably bound to 

Western nationalism.
 Thirdly, and most importantly, the 
level of ideological praxis—in this case 
of nationalism and all its children—is not 
necessarily best measured in official 
policies and outspoken rhetoric, but 
rather in all that is kept unsaid and al-
lowed to be unsaid. Look, for example, at 
the fact that while Icelandic authorities 
have just about never been really pres-
sured to explain the state's immigration 
and refugee policies with actual, official, 
rock-solid words, a strong segregation 
policy has nevertheless been practised. 
Consciously or unconsciously, the media 
typically plays along that same line, 
resulting in the state's policy—which yet 
is never directly worded—being present 
in most media coverage. Not neces-
sarily in what is said but rather in what 
is not said: what can be read between 
the lines, behind the letters, beyond the 
literal interpretation of each single word. 
The language then develops on the 
state's premises and so we have a situ-
ation wherein no one is really forced to 
discuss and elaborate on the true policy 
and the ideology behind it—wherein 
it needs to be neither challenged nor 
defended. Thus the unsaid becomes the 
self-evident.
 Such a situation is not limited to 
Iceland, and certainly not to these is-
sues. Not at all. But let’s be clear about 
a few things: Modern Iceland has hardly 
any history of large-scale immigration. 
A true multi-cultural society is mostly 
an idea in Iceland, different from many 

countries where it actually is a reality. 
The country is an island surrounded by 
natural borders that will not be travelled 
through, over or under, by any sort of a 
cheap or homemade means of transport. 
Iceland is among the top ranks of the 
global capitalistic economy. And finally, 
nationalism has been and is practised so 
actively in Iceland that there simply is no 
“need”—there is no “market” for any sort 
of stronger nationalistic voices within the 
party-political sphere than already exist. 
Let’s be clear about this. And while being 
clear about this, suggesting that racism 
and xenophobia are resisted by some-
what a thicker mass within Icelandic 
politics than in other European countries 
is dangerously naïve.
 Let’s speak about racism, about 
xenophobia, and about nationalism. By 
all means. But let’s then allow ourselves 
to say what normally is not said, much 
rather than limiting us to some occasion-
al local Le Pens and Breiviks. Let’s then 
shout out loud all those forbidden words. 
Let’s bring some real meaning to those 
words. And let’s dig into their meanings, 
what they imply, how they affect, how 
they spread, how they work. Above all, 
let’s not allow them to be overpowered 
by silence, because it is that very same 
silence that feeds them power.
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story in 2007. These stores include 
Krónan, Nóatún, Elko and Byko. 
While there have been no discern-
ible effects of the boycott so far, 
organisers say the purpose is to 
clearly convey the message that 
suppressing freedom of the press 
will have consequences.

T he political spectrum in 
Iceland widened just a little 

bit this month, as the formation 
of an Icelandic Pirate Party was 
announced. Most of the media 
attention has been focused on MP 
Birgitta Jónsdóttir, but she is one 
of many forming the party, which 
has as part of its platform govern-
ment transparency and freedom of 
expression. The party 
recently had its 
first public 
meeting to 
better form the 
platform, but 
for now most 
of the public 
discussion seems to 
revolve around the party’s Icelandic 
name—Píratapartýið—which sounds 
foreign to many Icelandic ears. 
Whether the name stays or goes, 
and whether public discussion can 
shift its focus to the party’s actual 
platform, is still undetermined.  

Einar “Boom” Marteinsson, former 
president of Hells Angels Iceland 

charter, indignantly poses with an 
appeal summons that he “had to 
collect himself” after learning that a 
charge he had been acquitted of in 
district court had been appealed by 
Iceland’s State Prosecutor. Einar is 
accused of masterminding a brutal 
assault on a Hafnarfjörður woman, 
which four others were convicted to 
up to four and a half year in prison 
for their involvement in. 

— Continued —

The Photo

Reykjavík 

The Power Of 
The Unsaid
And how the 
unsaid becomes 
the self-evident

Snorri páll Jóhannson Úlfhildar-
son is an activist and a writer. He 
also plays some mean drums.
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pRIDE | It's coming! 

Even before they reach Iceland’s 
shore, foreign visitors will feel the 
gay pride fervour that will sweep 
Reykjavík August 7 to 12. Flight at-
tendants on Iceland Express, the 
country’s popular budget airline and 
one of the main sponsors for Reyk-
javík Gay Pride, will don rainbow 
scarves and neckties in the weeks 
leading up to the festival—a fashion 
statement that hints at just how big 
the annual event has become.

“We see an increasing number of tour-
ists visiting Iceland this time of the year. 
We see it on our f lights, certainly dur-
ing this period,” Iceland Express’s chief 
operating officer Þórunn Reynisdóttir 
said. “It’s clearly increased business for 
us in so many channels. This is a differ-
ent target group.”
 For the first time last year, police 
estimated that Reykjavík Gay Pride sur-
passed 100,000 attendees who marched 
down Laugavegur and packed Arnar-
hóll. About 5,000 of those attendees will 
be tourists who come exclusively for the 
festival, said Heimir Már Pétursson, for-
mer chairman of the non-profit organ-
isation that runs Reykjavík Gay Pride, 
Hinsegin Dagar. 
 Pride-goers are an increasingly criti-
cal part of the tourism sector, a budding 
part of Iceland’s economy that now 
makes up about 6% of Iceland’s gross 
domestic product. In early August, they 
will pile into shops and cafés downtown 
or perhaps book travel packages through 
the gay travel agency Pink Iceland. “For 
years now, you can’t find a hotel during 
pride weekend. It’s all sold out. There 
are no hotels from Borgarnes to Flúðir,” 
said Heimir, who currently works as a 
spokesman for Iceland Express. 
 But what Iceland’s foreign visitors 
will also see during gay pride week—
along with comedy shows at Harpa and 
queer dance parties at the city’s only gay 
club, Gay 46—is a festival almost like 
none other in the world. It’s one where 
political messages are mostly absent and 
most citizens, especially the straight 
ones, f ly rainbow flags.
 Dagur B. Eggertsson, a city council-
lor and the former mayor of Reykjavík, 
said the city has been committed to 

the event since it started in 1999, fund-
ing one-fourth of its 16-million ISK (or 
$128,000) budget. “It’s been kind of a 
happy event although it has political 
undertones, it’s still very much a grass-
roots event with a very big heart,” Dagur 
said. “It’s about people, their feelings 
and their families. It’s about colours and 
smiles. That’s why it’s really one of the 
biggest family festivities in the city and I 
don’t know of any gay pride that’s a fam-
ily festivity of that scale.”

Painting The Rainbow Green

Across the world, gay pride festivals have 
tiptoed the line of politics and promo-
tion.  Corporate sponsors have jumped 
into pride festivals while activists call for 
marriage equality or anti-discrimination 
laws. In the U.S., gay soldiers celebrated 
the fall of the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” law 
by wearing their military uniforms in 
parades also lined with Budweiser bill-
boards. 
 But in Iceland, political slogans and 
commercial advertisements are both 
invisible—almost. Pride festival organ-
isers said they try to keep commercial 
messages to a minimum, selling ad-
vertisements in the festival’s magazine 
from big names like Landsbanki and 
VÍS Insurance but keeping licensed ven-
dors off the streets. Corporate logos line 
the stage and VIP Platinum passes for 
the festival’s events are hocked to visitors 
for 19,000 ISK (or $150), which give visi-
tors access to parties, shows, a Golden 
Circle tour and a gay cruise. 
 “We have to have money to run the 
show, and we do that through selling ad-
verts and selling our gay pride merchan-
dise,” said Jón Sævar Baldvinsson, the 
financial officer for Reykjavík Gay Pride. 
“If we break even, we are very happy. We 
have no staff that are paid. The artists 
who perform, they don’t get paid.”
 From pride’s small operation, the 
payoff is huge. City officials said Visit 
Reykjavík, the city’s tourism agency, has 
not pinpointed the economic impact of 
the festival on Reykjavík businesses, but 
Dagur said: “We believe and know gay 
pride matters not just during that par-
ticular time during the year but hope-
fully all of the year in making the city a 
destination for gay tourists.”

Plenty Of Flags, But Where’s The 
Fight?

When Reykjavík’s LBGT community 
first marched with about 70 other Ice-
landers down Laugavegur in the early 
1990s, the crowd of gay activists had 
plenty to fight for. Then gay people were 
still reportedly getting kicked out of 
bars. Legal protections for LGBT citizens 
were scarce. 
 “[Gay pride] was an aggressive thing 
back then. Over the years it developed 
into an established institution,” said 
Hilmar Magnússon, a gay activist who is 

part of the self-described radical LGBT 
rights group, the Pink Fist. “Obviously, 
it was completely different back then. It 
was much more hostile. There’s much 
more acceptance today, on the surface at 
least.”

Twenty years later, gay rights in Iceland 
have blossomed. The country legalized 
same-sex marriage in 2010. Iceland 
started permitting gay adoptions four 
years earlier. The world’s first openly gay 
head of state—Prime Minister Jóhanna 
Sigurðardóttir—took office in 2009. The 
mayor of Reykjavík—Jón Gnarr, who is 
straight—trots out his finest drag queen 
costume during the parade each Au-
gust, and recently announced he will be 
doing the same at the upcoming Faroese 
pride event. 
 Beneath the surface, however, Hil-
mar said there is still work to be done. 
He checks off the list of battles yet to be 
won for LGBT citizens in Iceland: extin-
guishing hate crimes and hate speech, 
wiping away stigmas of HIV and other 
sexually transmitted diseases, and end-
ing the ban on gay men donating blood. 
Sigurður Guðmundsson, the vice chair 
for the country’s 34-year-old queer orga-
nization Samtökin 78, adds that there’s 
still “a long way to go on transgender 
rights.” 
 The parade and festival is mostly si-
lent on these issues, Sigurður and Hil-
mar said. 
“There’s no political discussion involved 
 V or political messages in the parade 
itself. I’ve wondered if the people in the 
parade or the people who get on stage 
don’t have a clue why we’re doing this,” 
Hilmar said. “That’s a bit sad because 

we have to educate people so they know 
where the roots lie and they know why 
we’re doing this.”

As the festival has grown and LGBT 
rights have increasingly made it into law, 
gay activists have mostly settled into a 
family-oriented crowd instead of setting 
a political agenda. 
 The country’s gay community, 
close-knit and small, has struggled to 
maintain a strong gay culture as the 
pressure to assimilate increases and gay 
bars constantly close down. Gay 46, the 
only downtown club specifically for gay 
people, draws sparse crowds who mostly 
sip on gin and tonics and avoid the dance 
f loor.

“We’re kind of trying to fit in, in a sense. 
Therefore, we’re not being as aggres-
sive as we used to,” Siggi said. “But then 
again we might not need to be so aggres-
sive anymore since we’ve made so much 
progress. We can maybe mellow out a 
bit.”

Hilmar, who winces at the outdoor con-
cert’s banners adorned with Tuborg and 
Icelandair logos, said the festival should 
include more seminars and discussions 
on human rights and issues facing gay 
and lesbian Icelanders. But, he admitted, 
LGBT Icelanders still have it pretty good. 
This assessment is highlighted by a visit 
he made to a gay pride festival in Riga, 
Latvia a few years ago. 

“We didn’t have stones thrown at us, 
but the people there the year before had 
stones thrown at them. But it was nasty. 
There were 400 of us and there were 500 
or 600 people outside the fence protest-
ing with dolls hanging from gallows 
and signs saying ‘Gay pride go home,’” 
Hilmar said. “I’m glad we don’t have this 
sentiment in Iceland. People may some-
times think like this, but no one would 
express hate this way.” 

Heimir Már Pétursson just turned 50 years 
old. After working as a reporter and for the 
Iceland Civil Aviation Administration, Heimir 
has settled into his job as spokesman for 
Iceland Express, the budget airline that 
takes passengers from continental Europe 
to Reykjavík. But for more than ten years, 
Heimir was also a volunteer chairman of 
Hinsegin Dagar, the nonprofit organisation 
that runs Reykjavík Gay Pride. He spoke, like 
a proud father, how he has seen the annual pride 
festival grow up.
The first ‘official’ gay pride festival was in 1999. How 
were you involved then? I wasn’t, really. In 1999, pride 
was held to commemorate the 30-year anniversary of the 
Stonewall uprising in New York. It was just a day and an 
event with some performers, no parade. Sigur Rós played, 
and they weren’t very well known outside of Iceland back 
then.
 I saw the potential in this, because 1,500 people came 
down to Ingólfstorg without promotion other than from the 
gay community. I’d guess one-third of the crowd was LGBT 
and the rest was family and friends. I saw the potential in 
what could really happen if we really promoted it. I con-
tacted [the people who organised it] to say we have to start 
right away to organise an event next year and have a parade 
like the big parades do in other countries.
What’d they think of this? Was Iceland ready for a big 
pride festival? Most people thought I was crazy to have 
this idea. They were happy to just organise this half-day 
event. They didn’t see the necessity to start organising right 
away. We established a special association around this, 
[Hinsegin Dagar], so it’s always been from that date an 
independent organisation. We also joined Interpride, which 

is the world organisation of pride organisers. 
We went to a conference in Glasgow that year 

and learned a lot from other pride events.
 What people were afraid of was that 
we’d look ridiculous. That parade would 
look small and ridiculous. They were afraid 
it’d look more like a protest than a parade. 
What’s the impact been on the Iceland 

LGBT community? Were they ready for 
this? I simply think that the Icelandic com-

munity in general was ready for it at that time. We 
could not forget the whole struggle people have been doing 
for years before or decades before. All the work that had 
been done for 20 years before kind of made it possible for 
gay pride to be born at that time in Icelandic history. The 
general discussion in society was totally different than it 
was two decades before when homosexuals were discrimi-
nated against in Iceland. I simply thought society was ready 
for it, and I was right.
How has the festival shifted to attract foreign visitors? 
How has it impacted the city economically? After the 
first two or three years more foreigners came. The gay com-
munity is very active on the internet. If something is happen-
ing in the gay community, it spreads fast around the world. 
There is a tourism culture around pride events already. But 
what pride in Reykjavík has done for local businesses is 
mainly because of the participation of the locals. When you 
have 100,000 people downtown, they buy ice cream, they 
buy clothes, they use it as a shopping and dining opportu-
nity. Without any doubt, the turn-around of money in that 
day is dozens of millions [of krónur] of extra in business 
downtown. Reykjavík Pride has really supported businesses, 
hotels and airlines.

As Crowds (And Sponsors) Multiply, Pride 
Politics Take A Backseat Reykjavík Pride tries to 
put the F-U-N in L-G-B-T
Words by Cory Weinberg. Photos by Alísa Kalyanova

From 1,000 to 100,000
An interview with the man who helped Reykjavík Pride boom
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repugnant manner? letters@grapevine.is 

Iceland | Pirates 

Icelanders are especially proud of 
two historical milestones concern-
ing their fishing industry. First was 
the victorious Cod Wars that Ice-
landers fought with neighbouring 
countries—mainly the UK—between 
1948 and 1976 over the control and 
size of the island’s fishing grounds, 
ultimately expanding them to cover 
a 200-nautical-mile radius around 
the country. Second was Iceland-
ers’ creation of a sustainable fishing 
quota system in the 1980s to man-
age the newly acquired waters.

These two milestones were quite im-
portant for Icelanders because fish is 
historically their most important natu-
ral resource.  By securing their domi-
nance over the waters surrounding the 
island, Icelanders alone could benefit 
from fishing in this territory, without 
foreign trawlers plundering the island’s 
fishing grounds. The creation of the 
quota system was, among other things, 
meant to create a sustainable and profit-
able fishing system to avoid overfishing 
and damaging the island’s most valuable 
natural resource. 
 Many Icelanders will agree on two 
things about the aforementioned mile-
stones: The Cod Wars played an im-
portant part in Iceland ś struggle for 
financial independence and later enrich-
ment, and that the quota system was an 
attempt to safeguard the country ś eco-
nomic stability by minimising the risk of 
overfishing. Icelanders became the sole 
beneficiaries of the wealth stemming 
from the fish caught in its 200-mile ju-
risdiction, and the quota system secured 
the continuing profitability of that re-
source by limiting its annual use.

The plundering of Icelandic 
trawlers

When considering the importance of 
these two historical milestones for Ice-
landic society, the current plundering of 
Icelandic trawlers in the waters off the 
coast of West Africa seems to be a clear 
example of double standards. These are 
some of richest fishing grounds on the 
planet, and they are still largely unex-
ploited because most African countries 
do not possess capital or technology to 
fully use these resources to their own 
benefit. These rich fishing grounds thus 
remain ripe for exploitation by countries 
that possess the funds and technical 
skills to do so. In my position as news ed-
itor for local newspaper DV, I have lately 
been researching and writing about Ice-
landic trawlers’ activities in African wa-
ters and have learned a lot in the process.
 For the last five years the Icelandic 
fishing company Samherji has engaged 
in large scale fishing of horse-mackerel, 
sardines and sardinella off the coast of 
Morocco, Western Sahara and Mauri-
tania. Samherji is one of five Icelandic 
companies that has fished outside the 
coast of West-Africa in recent years, but 

it has by far the largest presence there. 
Currently, Iceland ranks sixteenth on 
the list of the world‘s wealthiest nations 
based on GDP per capita, compiled 
by The World Bank, while Morocco is 
ranked 117 and Mauritania 148. All of 
these countries are therefore much poor-
er than Iceland, one of the most aff luent 
nations in the world.

Aiding and plundering

Samherji has also extended its scope to 
Namibia, which is better off than Mo-
rocco and Mauritania when consider-
ing GDP per capita, but worse in terms 
of wealth distribution, because it used 
to be a part of apartheid South Africa.  
Last February Samherji bought 30,000 
tonnes of fishing quota in Namibia and 
has already caught more than 20,000 
of it. Ironically, for the last decade, Ice-
land’s government has provided annual 
aid to Namibians which is meant to im-
prove the nation’s economic situation. 

The most important part of the aid is Ice-
land participation in the founding of a 
maritime school in the town Walvis Bay, 
where students are being taught how to 
manage the nation’s fishing grounds in 
a sustainable and financially beneficial 
way.
 Samherji owns seven massive fac-
tory trawlers in the Canary Islands that 
the company uses to fish off the coast of 
western Africa, each trawler equipped 
to catch between 2,000 to 3,000 tonnes 
of fish. The trawlers are manned by 
hundreds of employees from Iceland, 
West Africa and East-

Iceland’s Plundering Of Africa’s 
Fishing Grounds
Words by Ingi Freyr Vilhjálmsson. Photos courtesy of DV.

Continues over

Island

•  History, art and nature
•  Restaurant / Café
•  Tel. (+354) 533 5055

 
More info on www.videy.com 

Viðey is an island situated just few minutes from Reykjavík city by ferry. 
The island is the perfect place for individuals, friends and families wanting 
to enjoy a relaxing but also adventurous getaway from the city life. 

Only 7 minutes away from the city

From Skarfabakki to Viðey

From Viðey to Skarfabakki

   13:15   14:15   15:15

   13:30   14:30   15:30   16:30

 11:15 12:15    13:15    14:15   15:15    16:15   17:15

  12:30 13:30 14:30   15:30   16:30   17:30   18:30

  12:00

     15:30 

From Skarfabakki to Viðey

From Viðey to Skarfabakki

From Reykjavík Old Harbour to Viðey

From Viðey to Reykjavík Old Harbour 

Winter (on Sat. and Sun. from 16 September to 14 May)  

Summer (daily from 15 May to 15 September)

Ferry schedule

Daily beginner riding tours 
- ideal for families 
Start at 10:00 and 14:00 from 1 June to 31 August

“
So we Europeans feed 
poor Africa with aid 
money with our left 
hand while draining 
their natural resources 
with our right hand. We 
do this catching their 
fish, possibly overfish-
ing it and endangering 
African fishing stock in 
the process.„
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Þingvellir national Park. in addition to the 
geysir multimedia show we are proud to 
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the eldhestar horse riding centre, where 
we have a date with the icelandic horse, 
and the idyllic Friðheimar greenhouse 
cultivation centre, where we see and learn 
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included 
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read Icelandic you should seek them out for more on the plunder.

politics | Pirate Party

ern Europe. When the trawlers are filled 
to capacity, the frozen fish is off loaded 
to smaller vessels from neighbouring 
countries, which take the cargo to shore, 
where it is sent to markets in places like 
Africa and Russia. The giant trawlers 
generally stay at sea for up two years at 
time, usually active during the entire du-
ration.   
 Since 2007, Samherji has caught 
annually around 200,000 to 280,000 
tonnes of fish, mainly horse mackerel, 
off the coast of these countries. Between 
140 and 170 million euros of Samherji‘s 
annual 420 million euro revenue stems 
from their fishing in West African wa-
ters, which amounts to 30 to 40% of the 
company’s total revenue. In comparison, 
the company catches around 25,000 
tonnes of fish in the waters around Ice-
land each year (a tenth of the African 
catch), strictly regulated by the quota 
system Icelanders are so proud of and 
many foreigners praise—the Economist 
recently called it “one of the world’s best” 
quota systems.

The wealth goes to Iceland

The beneficiaries of the wealth that 
Samherji creates by fishing in Africa are 
mainly the company’s stockholders and 
employees. Since 2007, when Samherji 
bought the trawlers in Africa, the com-
pany has paid out nearly 24 million $ in 
dividends. 
 The two biggest shareholders, CEO 
Þorsteinn Már Baldvinsson and Kristján 
Vilhelmsson, each received close to 8 
million $ of that amount. Currently 
Þorsteinn Már’s holding company has 
assets worth 2.9 billion ISK, nearly 23 
million dollars. Only a small percentage 
of the wealth from the natural resource 
stays in the African countries where the 
fish are caught.

Moral tension

This is analogous to the situation in Ice-
land prior to the Cod Wars, when foreign 
nations’ trawlers plundered Iceland’s 
fishing grounds and were their finan-
cial beneficiaries. Enraged, Icelanders 
fought for their rights and secured con-
trol over their fishing grounds. In the 
case of the Cod Wars, Icelanders gener-
ally consider justice to have been on their 
side.  
 In this context Icelandic historian, 
Guðni Th. Jóhannesson, has said that 

the fishing of Icelandic trawlers in Afri-
can waters is an example of “vulgar dou-
ble standards.” “In our battle for the con-
trol over our fishing grounds our main 
argument was always that the coastal 
country should be the sole beneficiary 
of the national resources in its waters,” 
Guðni says. 
 Similarly, the Oxford economist Paul 
Collier has said in an interview on Ice-
landic television that Icelanders should 
assist West African nations to end the 
plundering and to create sustainable 
quota systems to defend their fishing 
grounds. “You are the fishing nation 
and you should speak out: Plundering 
and overfishing is not good for anyone 
in the end. If the plundering goes on like 
this there will be no fish left.  We need 
an international institution to control 
the use of the world ś fishing stock. You 
managed to gain control over the use of 
your fishing grounds with your quota 
system but the nations in Africa haven’t 
been able to,” he remarked. Of course, 
Icelandic fishing companies have not 
done this—in fact Samherji has done 
quite the opposite.

No quota

However, there is a slight difference 
between the two cases, as Samherji has 
actually acquired permits to fish in Af-
rican waters. This makes the discussion 
of the company’s operations less black 
and white in moral terms—Samherji 
buys permits to fish in the jurisdiction 
of these African countries from the gov-
ernments in each of these states. 
 Relative to the profit that Samherji 
reaps from its fishing in Africa, the per-
mits are cheap. But who actually gets 
the money that Samherji pays for the 
licences is unclear. As one of Samherji‘s 
employees in Africa, who did not want 
to be identified, explains. “People are not 
there against the will of the authorities. 
If that was the case then we wouldn’t be 
fishing there [...] A government agent 
sells us the fishing permits and he is our 
contact. We just buy the permits from 
the governments. Who gets the money 
in the end is impossible to say.” 
 This is not the case in Namibia, 
where Samherji pays a certain amount 
for the fishing permits and can, in turn, 
catch as much as they want. There is no 
rule stating that they can fish a specific 
amount. This system is quite different 
from what we have in developed coun-
tries in western and northern Europe.

Disputed in the EU

Samherji also uses quota that the EU 
has purchased from the African coun-
tries. The EU’s contract with the govern-
ment of Morocco has now expired, and it 
is currently trying to renew its contract 

with the government of Mauritania, 
which will expire this summer. The fish-
ing of European trawlers in Africa was 
heavily criticised within the EU at the 
end of last year when the union decided 
not to renew the contract with Morocco. 
 Catalan Green MP for the Euro-
pean Parliament, Raül Romeva, fought 
against renewing the contract, arguing:  
“Most of the bilateral fisheries agree-
ments the EU has concluded with devel-
oping countries are nothing more than 
coarse neo-colonialism—allowing the 
EU fishing f leet to pillage the African 
coast to the clear detriment of the local 
communities dependent on livelihood 
fishing.“ Raül also pointed out that there 
was evidence that some of the species in 
the waters in Morocco had been over-
fished in recent years.

Internal and external affairs

Meanwhile Samherji’s CEO, Þorsteinn 
Már Baldvinsson, has responded to criti-
cism of his company’s fishing in Moroc-
co by saying: ‘‘We do not get caught up in 

the internal affairs of these countries.” 
Apart from this quote, Þorstein Már has 
not been willing to discuss Samherji‘s 
fishing in Africa in the Icelandic media. 
 In his answer, Þorsteinn Már spe-
cifically addresses the question whether 
Samherji would consider ending its 
fishing off the coast of Western Sahara, 
a disputed territory to the south of Mo-
rocco that the country annexed in the 
1970s after Spain ended its colonial rule.  
Morocco’s rule over Western Sahara is 
not confirmed unanimously by the in-
ternational community. This was the 
main reason why the European Union, 
with such MPs as Raül Romeva leading 
the way, did not renew its fishing con-
tract with Morocco. They argue that it 
is not clear how the people in Western 
Sahara benefit from the Moroccan gov-
ernment‘s selling of fishing permits in 
the waters of Western Sahara. 
 So the problem with the autonomy 
of Western Sahara, which Þorsteinn has 
deemed internal to Morocco, is not con-
sidered internal by the EU, which has 
a different stance than Samherji about 
getting mixed up in “internal affairs.” In 
this case, of course, it is not in Samherji’s 
or Þorsteinn’s interest to think too much 
about the implications of the company’s 
fishing in these African countries. It 
is more beneficial for Samherji to turn 
a blind eye to the dilemmas stemming 
from the overfishing currently being 
pursued by Icelanders and other Euro-
pean nations in Africa—only Russia 
has more trawlers than Iceland fishing 
there according to a recent Greenpeace 
investigation. Certainly Samherji would 
protest the overfishing of foreign trawl-
ers in the Icelandic fishing jurisdiction. 
That would be Samherji’s problem, be-
cause it would go against their interests. 
Africa, on the other hand, is not Sam-
herji‘s problem, according to the words 
of Þorsteinn Már. 

The left and right hand

The question that arises concerning this 
Icelandic company’s fishing practices is 
whether aff luent nations in Europe are 
guilty of double-standards toward Afri-
ca. Every year, aff luent European states 
donate millions of dollars in foreign 
aid to impoverished countries such as 
Namibia. They are poor in part because 
they haven’t been able to benefit from 
their national resources in the same way 
as wealthier nations in Europe. In some 
cases they might lack the technology or 
money to build the infrastructure that 
is necessary to create wealth from these 
resources—the trawlers Samherji uses 
to fish there are extremely expensive 
and effective fishing and processing ma-
chines. Europe’s foreign aid is meant to 
help some of the poorer nations in Africa 
to reach that same level.
 At the same time, wealthy European 
nations are making millions of dollars 
by exploiting African countries’ natural  
resources while their governments do-
nate money to them. For example, Ice-
land runs a whole state-funded organisa-
tion called The Icelandic International 
Development Agency, which has worked 
in Namibia for more than a decade. So 
we Europeans feed poor Africa with aid 
money with our left hand while draining 
their natural resources with our right 
hand. We do this catching their fish, 
possibly overfishing it and endanger-
ing African fishing stock in the process. 
Mercilessly exploiting African fishing 
grounds is definitely not the right path 
towards helping the continent become 
prosperous. But this is what Samherji, 
and many other European fishing com-
panies, appear to be doing in Africa at 
the moment. 

“
Most of the bilateral 
fisheries agreements the 
EU has concluded with 
developing countries are 
nothing more than coarse 
neo-colonialism„

Iceland’s 
Plundering Of 
Africa’s Fishing 
Grounds

Continued 
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Education | Radicalism

“The Radical Summer University” 
(Róttæki sumarháskólinn) is being 
held again. Only in its second year, 
the school has received a positive 
response from students of all ages 
looking to learn more about subjects 
seldom covered in Icelandic univer-
sities—such as activism, feminism, 
and radical schools of thought—
without a distinctly conservative or 
politically neutral perspective. Best 
of all, it’s totally free, and anyone 
can register. Where did this school 
come from? Who’s behind it? And 
just what are they playing at? We 
spoke to founder Viðar Þorsteinsson 
to find out.

What was the inspiration behind es-
tablishing the school? I have always 
been interested in the ideological aspects 
of radical politics. When I began my
studies at the University of Iceland in 
1999, I was expecting to be able to do 
coursework in Marxism, for example. 
This turned out to be an absolute delu-
sion. Most of the ideas that students in 
the faculty of humanities at the Univer-
sity of Iceland in the early 2000s were 
exposed to were either very conservative 
or apolitical. Also, there were no radical 
student groups.
 So, it took me a long time to come 
into contact with radical thought at the 
academic level.
 During my undergraduate years I 
opted instead for very ‘hands-on’ activ-
ism, especially around pro-Palestinian 
solidarity work, which attracted a lot of 
young Icelandic activists at the time.
 But this is not to say that there haven’t 
been plenty of radical ideas around, both 
among activists and thinkers. I think of 
the Radical Summer University (RóSu) 
as a way of keeping a certain spirit of 
radical conversation and questioning 
open and, most importantly, accessible 
to both seasoned activists and younger 
people who are perhaps just beginning 
to be critical of their social environment.
What was the greatest challenge, lo-
gistically speaking, in getting it set 
up? Housing would have been a huge 
challenge, were it not for the generous 
help of the Reykjavík Academy, which 
has lent us their facilities for two years 
in a row. It’s great that the Reykjavík 
Academy has been willing to cooperate 
in this way, and it is also very fitting be-
cause it is no doubt the most critical and 
free-thinking centre of intellectual activ-
ity in Iceland.
 I thought it would be difficult to 
get all the instructors to come together 
and coordinate their plans in order to 
make this happen. There are certain 
limitations to how much you can expect 
people to do as volunteers, but that has 
never been a problem at RóSu. There has 
been an almost bottomless willingness 
to help out and join us in solving practi-
cal tasks. For example, the Radical Soup 
Kitchen (Eldhús fólksins) has joined us 
out of their own initiative and will no 
doubt do a lot for the atmosphere at RóSu 
this year. Nothing creates camaraderie 
like sharing a meal.
 The main challenge now, in my opin-
ion, is to reach people outside of Reyk-
javík. Almost half of Icelanders live in 
the country and the rural villages. Also, 
there are certain political issues that 
relate especially to rural Iceland, such 

as environmentalism and the struggle 
for food safety. I would love to be able 
to make the university moveable to the 
country every two or three years.
 But the biggest problem would be 
to find a place to stay and how to cover 
travel costs. I should mention that as of 
now, we do not have any income except 
voluntary donations.
Why does Iceland need this kind of 
school? Icelandic society as a whole 
needs to get rid of capitalism, patriarchy, 
the exploitation of natural resources, 
xenophobia and racism. This holds for 
other societies too, clearly; and some of 
these goals can obviously not be reached 

except by global action.
Can I not learn these subjects at, say, 
the University of Iceland? What sets 
your school apart? At RóSu you can 
definitely get into contact with ideas that 
are far from ‘mainstream’ academia.
 For example, if you want to learn 
about Marxism or anarchism, RóSu is 
one of very few places that offers any 
kind of formal education on these topics. 
I should make clear, though, that this 
is not to downplay the ‘theorizing’ that 
individuals are doing, either by them-
selves or in informal reading groups and 
so forth.
 Then, of course, there is the open 
format of RóSu. We don’t have any pre-
requisites: people do not need any prior 
education or experience to attend. There 
is no maximum number of participants, 
and most importantly, it is free. Also, 
many of the instructors are not trained 
as teachers. This has caused some peo-
ple to ask, ‘Why do you call this a univer-
sity?’ My answer is that this is precisely 
what a university should be like: a free, 
open, and critical community of people 
who sit down to think together on an 
egalitarian basis, in order to change so-
ciety. ‘All men are intellectuals’—I think 
it was Antonio Gramsci who wrote that, 
and RóSu seems to support that claim.
 I would be very happy to see RóSu 
strengthen, if only indirectly, our under-
standing of what it means to be a partici-
pant in an educational institution and 
to contribute to a politicisation of edu-

cation. Universities in Iceland are very 
docile places. Can that be changed? I’d 
like to try.
What has surprised you so far? The 
massive turnout! After ten years of activ-
ism, I was prepared for disappointment 
in that department. But we had over a 
hundred people in some of the seminars 
last year, and ran out of every chair-like 
object in the building. Also, the atmo-
sphere of solidarity and community was
fantastic, and I hope to see a continua-
tion of that.
Any plans on expanding the concept, 
either with more campuses or ex-
panding it in a more abstract sense? 
I would love to be able to extend RóSu to 
the countryside. Also, it would be great 
to have foreign activists visit us. But our 
finances are very limited. For now I’m 
quite happy to keep RóSu relatively ‘lo-
fi’ and based on volunteer work. But this 
will of course also depend on the size 
and strength of the activist movement in 
Iceland. I am pretty certain that the cur-
rent talk about ‘the end of the recession’ 
will seem bizarre a few years from now, 
as the gross inequalities and imbalances 
of our market-run system will come to 
light again. There are surges of political 
indignation to come, and nothing breeds 
thought like activism itself.

School For The Rest Of Us:  
The Radical Summer University
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“
Some people ask, ‘why 
do you call this a univer-
sity’? My answer is that 
this is precisely what a 
university should be like: 
a free, open, and critical 
community of people 
who sit down to think to-
gether on an egalitarian 
basis, in order to change 
society.” „

‘The Wire’ and Marxist 
social thought 

This course examines the HBO 
television series ‘The Wire’ 
from a Marxist perspective. 
Social and economic aspects 
will be examined, as well as 
how different authority figures 
interact with the poor.

The Argentine economic 
crisis and Argentine film

Parallels have been drawn be-
tween Iceland and Argentina 
in terms of how both countries 
have dealt with their respec-
tive economic crises. What 
exactly happened in Argentina 
will be studied, followed by a 
critical look at the neo-realism 
movement of film in that 
country.

Radical pedagogy 

This class will take a look at 
radical ideas in education on 
multiple levels. This includes 
the encouragement of critical 
thinking and independent 
thought, developing the 
individual skills of students 
and creative expression as op-
posed to rote memorisation.

Feminism, activism and 
the Internet

This course, taught by noted 
modern Icelandic feminist 
(and occasional GV contribu-
tor) Hildur Lilliendahl, will take 
a look at how feminist activism 
takes shape online. From blog 
posts to social networking 
sites to the comment sections 
under news articles, discus-
sion about feminism—and the 
subsequent transformation 
of feminist thoughts and at-
titudes—is taking place online. 
What influence the internet as 
a medium is having on femi-
nism will be examined.

Environmentalism and 
civil disobedience 

Radical direct action—civil 
disobedience—in the name of 
environmentalism is a rela-
tively new arrival to Iceland, 
first appearing in a significant 
way during the protests of the 
building of the Kárahnjúkar 
dam. This course will take a 
look at how civil disobedience 
has played a part in environ-
mentalism in Iceland, as well 
as the importance of critical 
thought and open discussion.

The Radical Summer University will 
be held from August 5–18 at the 
Reykjavík Academy on Hringbraut 
121. For more information on 
classes and registration, visit 
www.sumarhaskolinn.org.

Here’s a look at some of the courses offered

What Kinda Stuff Do 
They Teach At This 
School Anyway?



Amazing Full Day 
Adventure from 
Reykjavík!

glacierguides.is | info@glacierguides.is | + 354-571-2100 | Book your trip with Arctic Adventures on Laugavegur 11 Open 8am–10pm

CyclingIce Climbing Climbing SightseeingGlacier Hike Boat Trip

Vatnajökull Voyager
Express day tour to Vatnajökull National Park 
from Reykjavík. Sightseeing, glacier walking on 
the famous Falljökull glacier, lunch, boat ride on 
Jökulsárlón glacier lagoon & waffle.
29.990 ISK per person.
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Literature | Psychoanalysis

Dr. Óttar Guðmundsson's bookshelf 
at his office at the Landspítali hos-
pital’s psych ward is neatly divided 
into two sections. On the left are a 
variety of colourful books on psy-
chiatry, psychology and gender 
studies—Michel Foucault's “History 
of Sexuality,” for instance. The right 
side of the shelf is lined with an im-
pressive collection of nicely bound, 
uniform editions of the Icelandic 
sagas. But Óttar, a psychiatrist spe-
cializing in matters of sexuality and 
gender identity, doesn't see these 
as two separate collections—he has 
long used characters and events 
from the Icelandic sagas to illustrate 
various psychiatric disorders and 
conditions. In his 1990 book ‘Íslen-
ska Kynlífsbókin’ (“The Icelandic 
Sex Reader”), he famously argued 
that Njáll and Gunnar, heroes of 
‘Njáls Saga,’ were gay and in love 
with each other. In April of this year, 
he published an entire book, ‘Hetjur 
og hugarvíl’ (“Anxious Heroes”), de-
voted to psychoanalysing the main 
characters of some of the more 
prominent Icelandic Sagas. We sat 
down with Óttar, just in time for 
Pride, to hear more about his queer 
spin on the medieval canon. 

Nobody likes reading about 
normal people

How did the idea for your new book 
come about? The idea is an old one. 
I've been using the Icelandic sagas for 
years in teaching, drawing examples 
from them. I thought it'd be fun to take 
the main characters from the sagas and 
diagnose them according to modern psy-
chiatry, to see if they could be explained 
better or if you could, in any way, under-
stand the line of events better. 
 I started doing this with ‘Njáls Saga,’ 
but my interest grew and I started read-
ing many of the other main sagas. 
There's a patient-doctor relationship in 
the book: they come to my office and I 
ask them questions and they answer ac-
cording to how I presume they would 
answer.
It almost seems that the characters' 
psychiatric problems are what set 
the stories in motion. In many ways, 
yes. Nobody would be interested in read-
ing about normal people. You see the 
characters of Shakespeare—they're very 
abnormal. Hamlet is not a normal man. 
Ophelia is not a normal young woman. 
Everyone writes about people that are 
different. It's a way of showing the ex-
tremes, how things can go in extremes 
and how everything can develop in the 
worst possible way.

The greatest insult one could 
utter

So how did you come to the conclu-
sion that Njáll and Gunnar are gay?
It is very obvious that the relationship 
between Hallgerður and Gunnar suf-
fers because of his friendship with Njáll. 
Hallgerður has a disturbed personality, 
and she is very envious. Of course! She 
has moved across the country to start a 
life with her new husband, but he is nev-
er home because he's always visiting an 
older man. There are many, many things 
that point in that direction. Gunnar is 
very inexperienced. When he meets 
Hallgerður, she has been married twice. 
But Gunnar had never been in bed with 
a woman before he met her, so he was 
a male virgin. There's a lot of difference 
between them in experience. 
 Gunnar is always away with Njáll, 
conferring with him, and he doesn't 
have time for his wife. So she is very 
angry and then she starts to argue with 

Bergþóra, Njáll's wife. Gunnar always 
sides with Njáll and Bergþóra; he's never 
on the side of his wife.
 At one point, Hallgerður calls Njáll 
and Gunnar "argur," the old Icelandic 
word for homosexual. It's almost the 
same word as the modern Icelandic "ra-
gur," which means “coward.” This was 
the greatest insult that you could utter 
in an Icelandic saga. If Hallgerður sus-
pected that they were gay, I think we can 
at least suspect the same thing.
 But these insults of homosexuality 
run through Njáls Saga like a red thread. 
In the negotiations after the death of 
Höskuldr Hvítanesgoði, Flosi and Skar-
phéðinn, Njáll's son, come to a stand-
still. There's an exchange of words: Flosi 
asks him a question then Skarphéðinn 
answers. Then Flosi says that his father 

has no beard and nobody can see wheth-
er he's a woman or a man. Skarphéðinn 
answers: “What are you saying? You, 
who let a giant in the Svínafell fuck you 
every ninth night.” 
 Then everything, all the negotia-
tions, come to an end and there was this 
Njálsbrenna [burning of Njáll and his 
home]. The burning was because they 
were insulting each other and in these 
insults, the main issue is the question 
of homosexuality. Being homosexual 
was something else, it was like being a 
woman and that was an insult to your 
masculinity.
 But I should mention that I recently 
found out that I was not the first person 
to note Njáll and Gunnar's relationship. 
There was a gay organ player who wrote 
his memoirs in 1962 and they weren't 

published until this Christmas in an 
autobiography. There he says that 'Njáls 
Saga' was the favourite book of the Ice-
landic gay community between 1940 
and 1962 because the two main charac-
ters in the book were gay.

Getting physical

Do you think the relationship be-
tween Njáll and Gunnar is mani-
fested physically? Of course it's mani-
fested physically. I think that they were 
meeting and having some sort of a sex-
ual relationship. Everyone is very suspi-
cious—like Njáll's sons, Hallgerður and 
Bergþóra too. So everyone is feeling the 
same way, they feel that this relationship 
is not normal.
What was the initial response when 
you first published this idea? A lot of 
people were very disgusted and angry. 
Icelanders have always been very sensi-
tive about the sagas. In a way they have 
been a religion in Iceland. They are his-
tory, fiction, or maybe a blend of both. 
But the main characters have the roles of 
real characters. Other nations have free-
dom fighters or rebel leaders as national 
heroes. We have these fictional heroes 
as our national heroes, and Gunnar was 
in many ways one such hero. If you read 
letters from the seventeenth, eighteenth 
or nineteenth centuries, you realise this. 
A lot of women dream about him. He's 
a male symbol, a sex symbol. And he is 
of course a fictional hero. But in some 
way, he’s everywhere. And all of a sud-
den somebody comes and says this great 
national hero is gay—that's a sensitive 
issue. It's very difficult to say who was 
insulted. Maybe it was the university 
community because they have this feel-
ing that there are only certain people 
who are allowed to write about the sagas.
Do you think that the negative re-
sponses to your original idea reveals 
some sort of homophobia still pres-
ent in Iceland? Yes, without doubt. But 
it's been twenty years since then and 
there has not been the same reaction 
since then. The whole atmosphere has 
changed. And of course I can see that as 
a doctor—I've been working with trans-
gender people in Iceland for the last fif-
teen years and this whole scenario has 
changed tremendously in this year.

Iceland's First Gay Lovers? We chat 
with the psychiatrist who outed Njáll 
and Gunnar 
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Though the events in the saga take place in the tenth 
and eleventh centuries, Njála was probably com-
posed in the late thirteenth century.

Like most Icelandic sagas, Njála spans a long period 
of time and packs many related narratives into one 
text. For the most part, the saga follows Njáll, a 
famous legal expert, and his family through their 
dealings and feuds.

Gunnar, a chieftain renowned for his expertise in 
battle, consults and confers with Njáll extensively on 
legal matters when he finds himself wrapped up in a 
lawsuit.

Gunnar's wife Hallgerður is particularly memorable 
for her ruthlessness—she indirectly brings about the 
murders of her first two husbands (once intentionally, 
once inadvertently). Moreover, she provokes a num-
ber of her relatives and servants to murder members 
of Njáll's household.

The most famous episode of the saga, Njálsbrenna 
(“the burning of Njál”) gives the saga its alternate 
name “Brennu-Njáls Saga.” A man named Flosi, to 
avenge a murder of a relative, descends upon Njáll's 
home at Bergþórshváll with a hundred men. They 
burn it down, killing Njáll, his wife and all their sons.

The rest of the narrative follows Kári, a friend of 
Njáll's sons and a survivor of the fire as he avenges 
the deaths of Njáll and his family.

If you need to brush up on your 
knowledge of thirteenth century 
Icelandic literature, here are some 
quick facts about Njáls Saga (also 
known as Njála).

Njála Facts For Y’all 
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West Fjords – a culinary journey is an invitation to a feast 
at the westernmost edge of Europe, where the emphasis is on 
seasonal food and regional heritage. This unique cook book is 
much more than a collection of recipes: it’s an exploration of the 
nature, culture and rich culinary history of Iceland’s spectacular 
West Fjords.

The book is divided into twelve chapters, one for every month of 
the year. Each chapter contains a wealth of recipes featuring tra-
ditional foods and local ingredients, with stunning photographs 
by Ágúst Atlason.

The authors, husband-and-wife chefs Guðlaug Jónsdóttir and 
Karl Kristján Ásgeirsson from Ísafjörður, combine age-old tradi-
tions and lore with inspiring new ideas and techniques for the 
modern kitchen. Their respect for the wilderness of the West 
Fjords and the people who call this place home shines unmis-
takably through in this engrossing journey through a region they 
deeply love.

West Fjords
A CULINARY JOURNEY

A BRAND NE W BOOK IN 
ENGLISH AND GERMAN

West Fjords is a fascinating, beautifully written book that will ap-
peal to all those interested in cooking and culinary traditions.

Der Geschmack der Natur. Eine Erinnerung an die Westfjorde, 
von der Leib, Geist und Seele lange zehren. 

Hvitarvatn Glacier Lake Afternoon Super-Jeep tourHvi rvatn Glacier LakeHvi aaa atn Glacier LakHvitttttaaaaaaaarrrrrrrvatn Glacier Lake
The Top 10 Tour
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The Volcano Tour

Where you book your activities in Iceland

www.extremeiceland.is 
E-mail: info@extremeiceland.is  Tel. (+ 354) 588 1300

Day tour out of Reykjavik that includes 
the famous Golden Circle (Thingvellir - 
Gullfoss - Geysir), driving in the high-
lands, a boat tour on Hvitarvatn glacier 
lake and hiking on Langjokull glacier. 

Get close to Hengill volcano, enjoy 
geothermal natural bathing, visit a 
geothermal power plant and learn 
about energy, cross the volcanic active 
rift zone and cross rivers in a super-jeep.

A challenging day trip to the beautiful
cave of Buri which has spectacular lava 
formations. The cave is only an hour 
drive from Reykjavik. An adventure 
never to be forgotten.

One of earth’s most 
spectacular lava tube cavesspectacspectac

Buri

All-in-oneIn just one day!

Duration: About 8 hours.  Price: ISK 16,000  
Pick up: Reykjavik hotel pickup between 
9:00 - 09:30.  Included: Guide, transport, hotel 
pickup, flash light, gloves and a helmet.  
Note: Bring with you warm clothes, provisions 
and good hiking shoes.   Difficulty: 3 out of 5.

Duration: About 11 hours.  Price: ISK 29,900 per 
person. 50% discount for children (10-15 years).   
Pick up: In Reykjavík from hotel or guesthouse at 
08:30.   Included: Transport in a mini bus, guiding 
services, boat ride, glacier gear and safety equip-
ment.   Note: Bring warm clothing, rain gear and 
hiking shoes. Hiking shoes can be rented. We can 
provide raincoats and extra clothing, just ask us 
when booking the tour.   Minimum age: 10 years.  
Difficulty: 2 out of 5.

Duration: 5 hours   Price: ISK 16,000 per person. 
50% discount for children (0-15 years).   
Pick up: 12:30. Tour starts at 13:00 and you will 
be back at your accommodation place around 
18:00   Included: Guide, transport in a super-
jeep, hotel pickup and the entrance fee to the 
Hellisheidi geothermal power plant.   Note: Bring 
with you a bathing suit and a towel, camera and 
some kind of hiking shoes.  
Difficulty: 1 out of 5.

Book online
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read it? Not that you'd ever be a hipster; you liked hip things back when they  were cool. 

Opinion | 'Look at this effing hipster'

I became a hipster around the turn of 
the century. I was just a teenager but 
as my inauguration into Menntaskólinn 
við Hamrahlíð (the 'lefty/arty' college 
in Reykjavík) drew nearer, I was drawn 
to the long hair, the vintage jeans, the 
‘70s sports jackets, the ‘80s ski jack-
ets, the Chuck Taylors, the Wayfarers. 
I exchanged my oval shaped glasses for 
thicker, horn-rimmed frames in a strong 
navy shade. I took especially to (very) 
short shorts, preferably of the European 
team handball variety, and tank tops. 
More importantly, I was pulled in by the 
raw sound and power of the garage rock 
revival, the clicks and cuts of the bed-
room electronica scene, the beauty and 
twee innocence of indie pop. It seemed 
like watching anything but David Lynch 
was a waste of time. 
 Today, my friends like to joke about 
the fact that I haven't changed one 
bit since then. I still wear the jackets I 
bought at Roskilde Festival in 2003 and 
stuff my Apple accessories in the tiny 
messenger bag I got during my pilgrim-
age to Williamsburg two years later. I 
still love The Strokes and Belle & Sebas-
tian, especially on snarkling virgin vinyl. 
‘Mulholland Dr.’ is better than 99.9% of 
what's out there. I never bought a car. 
I'm still a hipster.
 For some reason, I've never been 
afraid to refer to myself with the h-word. 
As soon as I registered the term I just 
knew I was already one of them. Around 
2003 somebody gave me a copy of ‘The 
Hipster Handbook’ by Robert Lanham. 
It features illustrations of ready-made 
looks, a glossary of hip words ('cool' is 
now 'deck'), a guide to what hipsters 
like, an overview of hipster hairstyles... 
stuff like that. I f lipped through it and 
thought: 'Fuck that guy looks deck'. I 
looked at the film and album titles and 
thought: 'How does this guy know I like 
all this shit?' I went out of my way to see 
and hear the stuff I didn't already know. 
This is how I got to see ‘Suspiria.’ And 
‘Duel.’ (I had already seen ‘Buffalo 66.’) 
This is why, before visiting a new city, I 
actually search the internet for ‘hipster 
neighborhood’ to make sure I won’t miss 
it.

‘Hipster Scum’

Books like ‘The Hipster Handbook’ 
were always meant to poke fun at hip-
sters. But I never really took it as a joke. 
Or maybe I just didn't get it. I guess it 
always seemed too self-celebratory and 
true to me. Lanham was too well-versed 
in hipster culture not to be one him-

self. Of course, it was obvious that he 
was detailing characteristics of a some-
what uniform group, but this was my 
group—our group—and it sure didn't 
seem as homogeneous or boring as all 
the Diesel-clad bitches around.
 It wasn't until much later that I un-
derstood that the term was derogatory. It 
was pretty much coined (for the second 
time; 'hipster' is originally a term from 
the 1940s) so people could make fun of 
hipsters. I didn't know that even hipsters 
take offense when called hipsters. Had I 
done wrong in wearing my hipster badge 
proudly?
 Suddenly I felt like everyone was 
talking (read: blogging) about ridiculous 
hipster hairstyles, their hideous sweat-
ers, how bad their tattoos are, how empty 
their existence is, how they're the bas-
tard-children of the yuppies, consum-
erism's dream come true. Hipsters re-
ally got, and still get, on people's nerves. 
They yield more scorn than the Hell's 
Angels. And for what? Well, hipster 
scum are bike-riding, vintage-wearing, 
fair-trade-coffee-drinking vegetarians 
that work in the so called 'creative pro-
fessions' and are always on the prowl for 
the new, the cool, the hip. Disgusting.

Let's break this down:

*  The hipster prefers the bike (or his 
longboard) to the car. He is ecologi-
cally conscious and leads a lifestyle 
that is low on carbon emissions. Rid-
ing bikes is also good exercise that 
will improve your health. His choice 
of transportation discourages sprawl 
in urban planning.

*  The hipster wears old clothes. In oth-
er words, she recycles. She refuses 
to throw out things that are perfectly 
fine. She creatively re-appropriates 
the old. She is opposed to sweat 
shops. She is opposed to overpro-
duction.

*  The hipster likes the idea of fair-
trade. He prefers business models 
that are ethical and non-exploitative. 
He puts money towards those who 
benefit from such models. This also 
helps explain the hipster’s love for 
microbreweries and his allegiance to 
smaller, independent businesses.

* The hipster may be vegetarian or 
vegan. She questions the ecological 
impact of industrialised meat. She 
questions the employed methods of 
slaughtering. She believes meat is an 
unnaturally large part of our diet and, 
in such doses, possibly detrimental 
to our health. She encourages sus-
tainability.

*  The hipster does creative work. His 
work has a very small ecological 
footprint. He creates valuables out of 
'nothing.' Landing a good job with a 
corporation is not desirable because 
independence is key and micro-
economies are humane. NGOs are a 
cool place to work because they are 
pro-people and non-profit.

*  The hipster is fascinated by the new. 
She is in constant search of fresh 
ideas, of inspiration, of glimpses from 
tomorrow. Of a way to move forward. 
Of that which is different. His spirit is 
entrepreneurial and progressive.

I don't know; this sounds like a much 
better, healthier, saner and more sus-
tainable lifestyle than most Western life-
styles out there. This sounds like some-
thing to aspire to.

A Few Retorts

The more intelligent critiques of the 
hipster have to do with a) hipsters' sup-
posed apathy, b) hipsters' lack of respect 
for pre-existing communities in urban 
areas where they thrive,  c) hipsters' sup-
posed arrogance/elitism/sneering, and 
d) a mentality that makes 'the product' 
central and not 'art.'

a)  There is definitely an unwillingness 
to partake in traditional politics 
among hipsters and, rather, a desire 
to live life to the fullest. This is, I think, 
in part due to a widespread disen-
chantment with politics in the US—
the birthplace of the hipster—at least 
since the Clinton-Lewinsky scandal 
and certainly throughout Bush Jr.’s 
reign. In the face of what young peo-
ple saw as a stupid system designed 
to make richer the corporations and 
their owners, hipsters surfaced as 
a crowd that lived out their politics 
instead of discussing them. This is 
certainly the case in Iceland, where 
engagement in (partisan) politics is 
widely seen among young people as 
less conducive to improving society 
than radical disengagement from 
politics. However, it is true that most 
hipsters are not advocates of social-
ism or anarchy but on a mission to 
improve consumer capitalism by ap-
propriating the radical and opting for 
a more fractured economic model, 
the end goal being a sort of infinitely 
diverse globalism.

 
b)  The hipster populace emerged fast, 

and the face of many historical 
neighbourhoods changed rapidly as 
hipsters spread. In my opinion this 
is simply a fact of urbanity that ur-

ban dwellers should know and come 
to terms with. People come, people 
go. Things change. Hipsters do not 
behave like nasty real estate devel-
opers that drive people out of their 
homes or make buildings crumble so 
they can be torn down. Hipsters find 
cheap housing and vivify dead zones. 
It is true that hip areas do often at-
tract attention and become gentri-
fied as a result. But by then, the real 
hipsters are long gone.

c) Hipsters are notorious for being arro-
gant, at least towards non-hipsters. 
Honestly, I have not found this to be 
accurate. Either I’ve just never been 
subjected to it since I’m a hipster 
myself, or this is a form of criticism 
directed towards corporate assholes 
and banksters, or this is simply mis-
interpreted behaviour as perceived 
by an insecure outsider. 

d)  It is true that the Romantic/Modern-
ist idea of art is waning in hipster-
land. The question, for a hipster, is 
too often how ideas can be sold. The 
internet is too often seen only as the 
marketplace in a global village, not 
the gallery or the salon. Success is 
not necessarily measured in dollars 
but in likes and hits and plays—es-
sentially the same thing, only worse: 
a useless, vain currency. I guess this 
is where I am let down by the hipster. 
My consolation, on the one hand, is 
that this is a global trend that cannot 
be attached to the hipster especially. 
On the other, the hipster obsession 
with ‘product’ seems to be more a 
question of survival than accumula-
tion of wealth. It is an answer to the 
question ‘how can I do what I want 
and enjoy but still live and eat com-
fortably under capitalism?’ I would 
like to note, however, that hipsters 
have given birth to a lot of great and 
truly artistic music. Moreover, one of 
the most important currencies in hip-
sterland is cultural capital and this is, 
in theory at least, fertile ground for 
good art. 

What I’m saying is that, although hip-
sters may not be perfect, we don’t de-
serve all the f lak we get. We’re actually 
doing a bunch of stuff to make the world 
a better, smarter, more wholesome place. 
Probably more than you are, actually.

Hipsters! Let us reclaim the word and 
boldly tattoo it on our chests! 

Confessions 
Of A Hipster

Atli Bollason is Iceland's Professional Hipster(tm).

 @bollason



Activities
Complimentary hotel pick-up

Airport Express

|    |    |    |    |

24 hour 
booking service 

(+354) 540 13 13

www.grayline.is
Book online and receive a 5% discount

Visit our sales office downtown at Lækjartorg square (      Like-yar-torg), 
call (+354) 540 1313 or go to www.grayline.is

Hvítárvatn Glacier Lake

Volcano hike across Fimmvörðuháls

Þríhnúkagígur

All Terrain Vehicle RideViking horseThe Blue LagoonGeysir AreaTaste the Saga

AH35 South Coast & Jökulsárlón Lagoon - 
Dar wrote: Sunday, April 22, 2012: 

“I enjoyed this tour a lot! Taking in not only 
beautiful waterfalls and Jökulsárlon, but also 
the landscapes of southern Iceland.”

AH12 The Golden Circle Classic - 
VanEaton wrote: Tuesday, April 24, 2012: 

“If you only have two days in Iceland this is the 
tour to take. Don’t miss your chance to see it.”

AH101 Reykjavík to Keflavík Airport - One Way - 
Begg wrote: Wednesday, June 06, 2012

“We booked this company for ride from our hotel 
to the airport. It was perfect - they showed up 
exactly when they said they would. We made a few 
pick up stops & went straight to the airport. I would 
not hesitate to recommend them. Everything went 
smooth as ICE. ”

Have a look 

inside a

volcanoDay Tours 37.000  ISK

FROM

8.500  ISK

One way

2.200  ISK

return ticket

4.000 isk

3.700  ISK

(bathing fee is 

not included)
4.900  ISK FROM

12.000  ISK 13.900  ISK

36.900  ISK

22.000  ISK
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Snæfellsnes
Perhaps best known as the 
place where Jules Verne’s 
heroes start their ‘Journey To 
The Centre Of The Earth,’ or 
even as a preferred landing 

spot for UFOs (if you don’t see them, don’t worry, 
they are apparently invisible), it also features 
heavily in the Laxness novel ‘Under The Glacier,’ 
and film version thereof. 

Vík í Mýrdal  
It’s fitting that Vík is a favou-
rite location for Viking epics, 
as the Vikings themselves 
originally derived their name 
from another Vík in Norway. 

With a lake, a glacier, black sands and an impres-
sive waterfall, it has served as the backdrop to 
not only ‘The Raven Flies,’ but also to the more 
recent ‘Beowulf And Grendel,’ starring Gerard 
Butler. 

The Westfjords
From the sign on Látrabjarg 
on the westernmost corner 
telling you that you have 
reached the end of Europe 
to the desolate Hornstrandir, 

abandoned decades ago, the Westfjords really 
do seem like the end of the world. They are used 
as such to illustrate the isolation of the outsider 
in ‘Nói The Albino’ and also as the destination of 
the escape from the old folks home in ‘Children 
Of Nature.’

Höfðaströnd
Hofsós, a small village in 
Höfðaströnd, is best known 
for its old buildings, but 
nearby Höfði might be best 
known for its old people. 

One of the escapees of ‘Children Of Nature’ is 
from here, as is the director Friðrik Þór. The area 
also features in his autobiographical film ‘Movie 
Days,’ made three years later.
 

Flatey 
Halfway between Styk-
kishólmur and the Westf-
jords, Flatey is beloved of 
film makers due to its many 
historical buildings and with 

only five inhabitants, there is not much chance of 
locals wandering onto the set. It has been used 
as a backdrop for historical drama ‘The Honour 
Of The House’ and ‘80s TV series ‘Nonni And 
Manni,’ as well as for Baltasar Kormákur’s ‘White 
Night Wedding,’ based on Checkov’s ‘Ivanov.’ 
Incidentally, you can see paintings by Baltasar’s 
father in the Flatey church. 

Jökulsárlón  
Prominently featured in 
‘Cold Fever,’ the Glacial River 
Lagoon was actually where 
Iceland itself entered the big 
time with James Bond (see 

below). It has since played host to everyone from 
Batman to Angelina Jolie in ‘Tomb Raider,’ and is 
easily accessible from the Ring Road on the way 
to Höfn. You can even go for a boat ride, almost 
like Bond. 

James Bond’s Russia
After a few false starts (‘Enemy 
Mine’ was shot in Vestman-
naeyjar in 1985 but then 
completely remade in Munich), 
Iceland finally appeared in all 
its glory that same year in the 
James Bond film ‘A View To A 
Kill.’ The opening sequence is 
actually set in Russia, but this 

was during the Cold War, so Iceland got to be 
a stunt double. Bond would finally go to Russia 
itself a decade later in ‘Goldeneye,’ and again 
to Iceland (this time as Iceland) in 2002, where 
he confronts a North Korean super-villain in an 
ice palace. A few years later, he might be taking 
on Icelandic bankers on behalf of her Majesty’s 
government, but we are still waiting for that one.

Tomb Raider’s Siberia
Following closely in the foot-
steps of Bond, Angelina Jolie 
departs Pinewood Studios for 
Russia, actually Iceland. Daniel 
Craig also stars. Nuff said? 

Clint Eastwood’s Iwo Jima
American soldiers enter a bar-
ren, mountainous island after 
many days sailing. No, not a 
film about Icelandic war brides 
in World War II, but rather 
about bloody battles with the 
Japanese called ‘Flags Of Our 
Fathers.’ Still shot in Iceland, 
though. 

Batman’s Tibet 
Bruce Wayne decides to leave 
his comfortable life as million-
aire playboy in ‘Batman Be-
gins’ and travels to the ends of 
the earth to get into fistfights 
with rowdy locals. Supposed 
to be Tibet, but inevitably shot 
in Iceland.

The Alien’s Homeworld
Really making the most of 
the mountain scenery, Ridley 
Scott’s latest Alien instalment, 
‘Prometheus,’ begins with 
shots of touristy favourites 
in Iceland. Later on, man-
kind finally makes its way to 
another inhabited planet in the 
far reaches of the universe. 

Actually, it looks a lot like home.  

Tom Cruise’s New Home
Tom Cruise is a soldier ban-
ished to another planet in the 
upcoming ‘Oblivion,’ and of 
course winds up in Iceland. 
Let’s hope this works out 
better for him than his actual 
stay in Iceland, which resulted 
in heartbreak and tabloid 
divorce. 

Six Icelandic places 
To Look Out For In The Movies:

Six places 
You probably Didn’t Know Were in Iceland

Movies | Icelandic Film Map

Ever thought about going to New 
York to find Central Perk? Or, if 
you’re feeling more sophisticated, to 
Rome to find the Anita Ekberg foun-
tain from ‘La Dolce Vita’? Of course 
you have. But what brings you to 
Iceland then? Was it something you 
saw in a movie?

Iceland might not yet be of the same 
cinematic stature as Fellini’s Rome or 
all those romantic New York films, but 
there is still a small chance you were en-

ticed here because of the nightlife scenes 
in Baltasar Kormákur’s ‘101 Reykjavík,’ 
or perhaps because of the scenery in the 
Sigur rós film ‘Heima.’ 
 If you want to go location spotting, 
there is now a map to help you do just 
that. Sunna Guðnadóttir at Icelandic 
Cinema Online has just published the 
first map to point out exactly where 
those famous (well, if you are into Ice-
landic cinema) scenes were shot. 

Brought to you from a bar in 
Prague

The website icelandiccinema.com is 
in itself a noble venture. Two Icelandic 
expats sitting in a bar in the Czech Re-
public found it hard to find their favou-
rite films online, so they decided to do 

something about it and set up a webpage 
where you can stream Icelandic films 
for cheap (in fact, the origins of this very 
magazine can be traced back to a simi-
lar conversation in a dark bar in Prague. 
What is it they put in the drinks over 
there?)
 The film map is intended as the 
first in a series. Later additions are set 
to focus on specific areas, such as Reyk-
javík, specific themes such as shorts or 
docs, or specific directors such as Hrafn 
Gunnlaugsson or Friðrik Þór Friðrikson.

All Set for a Road Movie  
Road Trip

The selections on the map are eclectic, 
with six films represented. Most of the 
featured scenes take place around the 

Reykjavík area (but not in the city itself) 
and the Westfjords get a total of five 
scenes, but the north and the east will 
have to await later editions. 
 The films range from Friðrik Þór’s 
Oscar nominated ‘Children Of Nature’ 
and his English language road movie 
‘Cold Fever’ to literary works such as 
‘Under The Glacier’ and ‘Honour of the 
House’ (both, like ‘Children Of Nature,’ 
derived from Halldór K. Laxness sto-
ries), to the Viking epic ‘The Raven Flies’ 
and the award winning art house fest of 
‘Nói The Albino’. 
 There is fun to be had just looking 
at the map, with QR codes giving access 
to trailers, a first as far as I know. Even 
better would be to get in a car and actu-
ally see some of these places first hand. 
Bring a camera.  

“Wait, Didn’t I See That Glacier In…” 

Words
Valur Gunnarsson

photo
Alísa Kalyanova

This film map sounds pretty cool. Find out more at www.icelandiccinema.com
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On June 27, the anniversary of the 
Stonewall Riots, a landmark occasion for 
human rights took place in Iceland as a 
bill protecting the rights of transgender 
people came into effect. Already com-
manding a reputation of being a leader 
in social equality, the country joined a 
growing community of nations that are 
enacting laws to improve the quality 

of life for transfolk, including the UK, 
Spain, and most famously Argentina, 
whose law passed last May has been her-
alded as the most progessive to date. The 
new Icelandic law puts in place a simpler 
process for people to go through gender 
transition medically, change their of-
ficial documents, keep their families 
intact and reinforces their right to equal 
treatment under the human rights act.
 One person who this bill directly af-
fects is Alison MacNeil, who moved to 
Iceland from Halifax, Canada, thirteen 
years ago and is known within the musi-

cal community as the CEO of Gogoyoko 
and a member of the band kimono. Born 
biologically male and formerly known 
as Alex, she has been outwardly living 
as a woman for a year and a half and 
undergoing medical transition for the 
past nine months, after living with the 
knowledge and sense of her own wom-
anhood in near secrecy for 30 years.

Do it for the kids

“I’m a father of two girls,” Alison ex-
plains as the impetus for becoming 

more open about her situation. “I’ve 
been with my girlfriend for thirteen 
years now and we spoke about it quite 
early after we got together so she’s been 
kind of the only person who’s known 
about this for quite a long time. My 
oldest was turning three and I didn’t 
want her growing up in a house where 
she felt she had to keep some sort of 
secret. I think that would be very un-
healthy for her. For both my daughters.” 
With this conclusion reached, she and 
her girlfriend began telling their fam-
ily, friends, and Alison’s colleagues in a 

gradually evolving process.
 Telling her family had an immedi-
ate unexpected outcome. “You hear 
a lot of stories, especially from older 
people—broken up marriages, parents 
not speaking to their children, this kind 
of thing,” she tells me. “I have to admit 
that’s what I thought was going to be the 
case with my parents and then they were 
totally open. I felt badly afterwards that I 
didn’t give them the benefit of the doubt. 
They’ve always been loving and caring. 
It’s just a shame that I didn’t tell them 
earlier, that’s all I was 

Talking to Alison 
MacNeil about life as 

a transgender woman 
Natural Transition

Words by  
Rebecca Louder

Feature | Transgender

Continues over
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thinking. It’s been a really eye-opening 
experience.”
 Alison’s coming out continued 
smoothly as she was overwhelmingly 
met by acceptance and appropriate curi-
osity within her work environment and 
social circle. “You can’t just be out to a 
small group of people, in my position, 
you have to be open,” she says. “I had to 
speak to the staff but I also had to speak 
to the board of directors and to all the 
people that are connected to Gogoyoko 
in the investment funds here in Iceland. 
Our chairman of the board is a really 
sweet guy and he and all the people that 
work with him were super accepting. It’s 
maybe new for them, but I didn’t notice 
any pushback whatsoever.”
 It was at this stage too that she ad-
opted her new moniker. “Changing my 
name was an important catalyst for ev-
erything else that's happened in the last 
nine months,” she says. “Alex wasn't 
clear or challenging enough. It would 
be too easy for people, including me, to 
ignore the change and the transition if 
I stuck with Alex, and so I chose some-
thing unambiguously female.” The 
change has also been a way for her to 
keep track of who is aware of her transi-
tion and who is not. Out of a selection of 
several names she liked, she went with 
the one suggested by her mother. “I like 
that she was involved in the process like 
she was in the beginning,” says Alison. 
“And starting my new life with my name 
in songs by Elvis Costello, Slowdive and 
The Lemonheads isn't too shabby. None 
of the other names matched as many 
song titles in my music collection.”

Down to the details

Aside from the elements of social read-
justment, Alison is well into the physical 
process of transitioning, which will most 
likely be surgically completed within the 
next two years, although there is no real 
finish line. The process of transitioning 
genders begins on the mental and emo-
tional level by consulting with psychiat-
ric professionals to diagnose the official 
condition known as Gender Identity 
Disorder (GID). “I’ve been seeing [a psy-
chiatric professional] about it since 2003 
or 2004,” she explains. “It’s difficult to 
test for this kind of thing. There’s talk 
about genetic markers and stuff like 
that, but they don’t know how to do it, 
so it’s a lot of talking about one’s history 

and whatnot. I assume I filled out at 
least some of their boxes.”
 The hormonal treatments begin two 
years prior to any surgical procedures 
and continue for the rest of one’s life, 
as hormonal production is related to 
internal sex organs which, as of yet, are 
not transplanted. These hormonal treat-
ments are mostly covered by insurance 
and Alison only pays a small portion out 
of pocket. In addition, she intends to 
have full operative reassignment, which 
is now covered in full by insurance. 
In Iceland there are three main doc-
tors responsible for gender transition, 
most notably Óttar Guðmundsson, who 
has been most publicly prominent for 
championing the rights of transpeople. 
A Swedish specialist has f lown over ev-
ery couple of years to lead the reassign-
ment surgeries, although this is likely to 
change over the course of the next year 
as a local team of professionals will soon 
be established according to the new bill 
of rights.
 The psychiatric element of the tran-
sition process takes an important step 
up under the new bill, as well. Prior to 
the investigation of transgender issues 
by the Parliamentary Ombudsman in 
2009, which led to the law’s drafting, 
one had to wait until surgery had been 
completed in order to change one’s 
name and gender in the National Regis-
try. This step can now be fast-tracked. 
 “Two sets of committees are being 
established,” says Minister of Welfare 
Guðbjartur Hannesson, who brought 
forth the law, known as Act on the Le-
gal Status of Transsexuals, No 57/2012. 
“Firstly, a team of specialists at the Na-
tional Hospital who supervise the di-
agnosis. Secondly, a committee headed 
by the Surgeon General which has the 
task of confirming that a person belongs 
to the other gender and that, if applied 
for, the person is qualified for reassign-
ment surgery.” Once a person has the 
latter confirmed, he or she is legally rec-
ognised as their registered gender and 
enjoys the same rights as others granted 
by law. Additionally, if one does undergo 
full operative reassignment, the Nation-
al Registry will now have the authority 
to contact individuals to change their 
name and gender on their official docu-
ments.

Re/definitions

The element of the medical, particularly 
psychiatric, diagnosis of GID remains 
a tenuous topic among the transgender 
community and advocacy groups. “It is 
categorised in the DSM IV and it is a 
controversial thing,” says Alison. “On 
the one hand, I suppose you don’t want 
to be stigmatised by having a mental ill-
ness but at the same time, society’s view 
of mental illness is evolving as well. I 
think that’s how we grow up as a soci-
ety is to start looking at mental illness 
as something that doesn’t need to have 
that stigma.” 
 Although Alison herself does not 
think the condition itself is an illness—
“I don’t think anyone with a feminist 
slant would say that it’s an illness to be 
female,” she laughs—she does contend 
that there is a logical f lipside to the treat-
ment of it as a medical condition. “If 
somebody’s been hiding this their whole 
life, it can cause mental illness,” she 
says. “It can cause a lot of anxiety or de-
stroy your family or your friends might 
not want to have anything to do with you 
anymore. That hasn’t been my experi-
ence, but that would cause you mental 
distress. So classifying it and treating 
it is not, in my opinion, a bad thing. It 
doesn’t bother me that it’s in the DSM 
IV.”
 Guðbjartur adds that the committee 
that drafted the new bill—which con-
sisted of five people from the Ministry 
of Welfare, Ministry of the Interior, the 
Directorate of Health, the Icelandic Hu-
man Rights Centre and local transgen-
der organization Trans Ísland—were 
most concerned with putting medical 
rights and anti-discrimination amend-
ments at the forefront. “This is a delicate 
matter which is debated among special-
ists in transgender issues,” he says. “The 
working group considered it was not 
timely to take a stand on the revision of 
the condition of medical diagnosis, that 
being the foundation for them to receive 
necessary treatment.” By comparison, 
Argentina’s lauded bill of transgender 
rights passed on May 9 allows individu-
als even under the age of 18 to change 
their documents prior to an official di-
agnosis and receive free hormonal and 
surgical treatment.

Substance over appearance

However, the most important aspect 
of the process to Alison is far from the 
transition she is undergoing physically. 
“I think the thing that people jump to 
most often is the surgery, but the dif-
ference that I am most fascinated with 
this is, for instance, the emotional side 
of it,” she says. “I’ve really noticed in the 
last six months that my emotions are 
much closer to the surface, much more 
so than they’ve ever been in my life, and 
I can say for a fact that that’s something 
that’s always been missing from my life. 
It’s also just fascinating to see that there 
are these differences. What your brain 
chemistry does. To be on one side of it 
and then to slowly move onto another 
side is just like, ‘what!?’ It’s amazing.”
 Her own concept of what gender is 

and what gender feels like in her body 
also shifts throughout the process, 
bringing to the surface the epistemo-
logical aspects. “It changes for me, as 
this goes on and through my life,” says 
Alison. “It’s not your clothes or your 
job or all this other stuff. I think that 
is what’s so exciting about [transgender 
people] being so much more open in so-
ciety. What society can learn from this is 
that so much of what we attribute to gen-
der, in terms of what our privileges or 
disadvantages are, is so much bullshit. 
You can’t write that any more clearly for 
someone than to go through this and 
see.”
 “Right now [gender] has a lot to do 
with my emotional response,” she con-
tinues. “There are other aspects to it, but 
none of these traits are exclusive to male 
or female either. I’m in a period of mov-
ing through an in-between thing.” She 
adds that many trans people prefer this 
state of ambiguity, citing the transgen-
der writer Kate Bornstein who often dis-
cusses a state of being in an in-between 
place and having little interest in being 
defined on either end of the gender bi-
nary. Some have created a new vocabu-
lary of pronouns for transgender as well, 
such as ‘se’ and ‘hir,’ combinations of 
the words ‘she’/‘he’ and ‘him’/‘her.’
 Alison prefers to be called by female 
normative pronouns, but understands 
that this too is part of the transition pe-
riod for those around her. “I’m trying to 
encourage people to use ‘she’ and my 
new name, but I also rec-
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kimono the band.

Continues over

“
I have to admit that’s 
what I thought was go-
ing to be the case with 
my parents and then 
they were totally open. 
They’ve always been lov-
ing and caring. It’s just 
a shame that I didn’t tell 
them earlier.„

Mineur Aggressif 
(2003)

Their debut record, ‘Mineur 
Aggressif,’ was released by 
the Smekkleysa label in 2003, 
which began to define the 
kimono sound of pounding 
rhythms, layered guitar lines 
and Alison’s mournful vocals.

Arctic Death Slip
(2005)

This was soon followed in 
2005 with ‘Arctic Death Ship,’ 
an album that continued to 
expand upon their sound. 

Curver + kimono 
(2007)

The band then took a change 
in direction in 2007 with a split 
album with Curver “Ghos-
tigital” Thoroddsen, which 
saw them embrace electronic 
sounds and vocal manipula-
tions.

Easy Music For Difficult 
people
(2009)

After losing bassist Halldór, 
kimono realigned themselves 
as a guitar based trio, before 
releasing their third studio 
album, ‘Easy Music For Dif-
ficult People,’ in 2009 on Kimi 
Records. The album received 
both critical and commercial 
praise for the quality of the 
songs and for its capturing of 
the energy of their live perfor-
mances.

kimono are currently working 
on their fourth long-player, 
which is eagerly awaited by 
their dedicated fanbase...

by Bob Cluness

kimono began in 2001 as a four 
piece band consisting of Gylfi 
Blöndal (guitar), Halldór Ragnars-
son (bass), Þráinn Óskarsson 
(drums) and Alex (now Alison) 
MacNeil (guitar, vocals). Over 
the following decade, they would 
become recognised by both music 
fans and their peers as one of 
the most influential guitar bands 
in Iceland, with a reputation for 
blistering live performances and 
top notch music.

kimono discography Today

Grace Under 
pressure
— The kimono Story
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ognise that it also takes people time to 
adapt,” she says. “I don’t think it’s right 
for me to jump down somebody’s throat 
if they say something that fits what they 
see. It’s a different case if someone’s be-
ing malicious with what they’re saying. 
I haven’t run into that, but I would take 
issue with that if it were the case. I think 
if people mean well it’s not something to 
get too upset about.”

Knowledge is power

Although some transpeople here have 
been the target discrimination or sub-
jected to violence—there was a recent 
incident at a downtown club where a 
transgender person was attacked for use 
of the washroom—Alison has not been 
subjected to such treatment nor actively 
feels any threat. “The reaction to trans-
gendered people in Iceland, if it’s nega-
tive, tends to be along the lines of snick-
ering or laughing behind somebody’s 
back,” she says. “That’s damaging, to 
have to deal with that. I guess it both-
ers me. That’s kind of the way that it’s 
been since Monty Python; a guy dressed 
in women’s clothing is supposed to be 
the pinnacle of humour. That’s part of 
feminist theory as well, is the concept 
of dressing up and dressing down. I’ve 
been thinking about this a lot recently: 
is the violence there to discourage some-
one from dressing up and to be part of 
some male control? It’s probably more 
rooted in homophobic or transphobic 
attitudes.”
 On the whole, she feels that Icelan-
dic people want to learn about her more 
than they want to make assumptions. 
Increasingly widespread awareness of 
trans people has also given rise to their 
visibility and diversity on an everyday 
level. “There was a period there where 
you would only see it in a sensational 
way, which is not something that’s ever 
really appealed to me particularly,” says 
Alison. “There’s such a wide range of 
people and what they’re interested in. 
There’s very little that ties trans people 
together aside from being trans.”
 However increased visibility and 
awareness does not always translate into 
knowledge. “People who have been liv-
ing with this their whole lives have spent 
a lot of time reading about it in books or 
on the internet, so they have all this in-
formation,” she says. “It can kind of give 

a distorted view of the world, especially 
if you have any tendency towards solip-
sism, to think that other people have 
the information that you do, whereas 
they don’t. At all. I learned this pretty 
quickly with my mother because she’s 
somebody that ingests facts. I immedi-
ately gave her a book and she had it read 
in two days. She wanted to know every-
thing about this.”
 “Because my girlfriend and I are still 
together, the feeling people often have 
when they’re finding out about this for 
the first time is how amazing she is, 
because it’s quite a thing for her to go 
through,” Alison goes on, offering an 
example of the preconceptions that she 
encounters from time to time. “Then 
again, they don’t know that she’s been 
living with this for most of the time 
we’ve been together. That would point to 
a misconception, that it breaks up mar-
riages and relationships and whatever 
else, but we decided to have kids after 
knowing about this for a long time.”

She’s my dad

Although many people assume that re-
vealing this to one’s family can cause a 
severe rift—and in many cases it does—

having children and maintaining cus-
tody of one’s children has also been 
specifically protected under the new 
bill of transgender rights (Article 10). 
Indeed, Alison’s family life and her role 
as a parent seem to the most important 
aspects of her person and, having taken 
her parenting principles as the launch-
point for her coming out, are an inte-
gral part of the shift her life is taking. 
“We’re both really involved parents and 
we have always tried to keep everything 
in the house as gender-balanced,” she 
says. “[my girlfriend] does a lot of main-

tenance around the house and we both 
do a lot of cooking, stuff that sounds like 
it’s been equal for the last thirty years 
but it really hasn’t. Anyone who’s been 
in a relationship knows. Nothing has 
changed really.” Since both their daugh-
ters are quite young, the shift in their 
home seems to have been quite subtle. 
 “The older one’s the only one who 
is kind of aware of this,” she continues. 
“Our youngest is still a one-year old 
and I’m still ‘baba’ to her, whatever that 
means! I think in terms of what the kids 
call you, it’s so much up to them. Actual-
ly, [the eldest] just calls me Alison most 
of the time and she’s done that since 
she was a baby—called us by our first 
names—which I’ve always thought is 
kind of cool. I always kind of wondered 
if I would have that kind of family or not. 
We didn’t make it happen but that was 
what she decided. She’s very headstrong. 
She was very quick to take up the new 
name as well.”
 Overall, she does not think that the 
challenges of parenting are any different 
for her than for heteronormative fami-
lies. During the process of telling their 
families and friends, she and her girl-
friend also took precautions to create se-
curity for their children. “We went to the 
kindergarten and spoke to the teachers 
there so that [our daughter] wouldn’t be 
corrected all the time,” she says. “We’re 
just trying to keep as many safe places 
as possible. That was the other driver for 
speaking to [my girlfriend]’s parents so 
that our daughters would feel comfort-
able and open. We’re really playing it by 
ear.”

Float on

In the end, Alison’s life is busy and 
productive and filled with good peo-
ple—she sometimes sleeps, apparently. 
Hence, much of it has remained just as it 
was before. “My biggest support system 
has been my family and my friends,” 
she says. “That’s what I rely on. A lot of 
people talk about this like your old life is 
dead and you’re starting a new one, but 
I don’t feel that way. I’ve got too many 
things that are [solid]. It’s not like I’m go-
ing into the witness protection program. 
I’m still here.”
 She does realise though that some 
things beyond her control have changed, 
and will change, permanently. “It’s 

strange. To have spent my whole life 
hiding out in the privileged group of 
white, heterosexual males it’s a little 
bit odd to think of myself now as being 
in some sort of minority,” she admits. 
“There’s another interesting aspect of 
it which is to be sort of giving up some 
things. I know some of my male friends 
had the discussion when they met up of 
whether I would be invited to the guys’ 
get-togethers—like where they go out 
and shoot something and go to the sum-
merhouse. They decided that I would 
still be invited, but then I started to feel 
like, why would I be invited and not 
my girlfriend? She’s just as much their 
friend. You know, the only tranny in the 
hot tub.” 
 Ultimately, Alison says that it is not 
just her own transition, but that every-
one she knows is transitioning along 
with her too. “I suppose I'm getting my 
head around this and my friendships 
will definitely change a lot as this pro-
cess goes on,” she says. “It can be diffi-
cult to get a handle on all the changes 
since life is happening fast.  I'm just 
glad that I work in music, where the 
more things change the more they stay 
the same.”
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Whale-Watching Tour     Duration: 3 hours    
The tour includes a stop by Puffin Island 15th May - 20th August

APR MAY  JUN JUL AUG  SEPT OCT NOV-MAR

 08:55  08.55 08:55 08:55 08:55 
12:55 12:55 12:55 12:55 12:55 12:55 12:55  12:55
  16:55 16:55 16:55

ADULTS:  47€ / 7.500 ISK
CHILDREN:  7-15 22€ / 3.500 ISK
CHILDREN:  0-6 FREE

 
Other Tours
Puffin Island Tours Duration:1-1,5 hours
15th May - 20th August Every day
10:00 | 12:00 | 14:00

ADULTS: 3.800 ISK• CHILDREN: 1.900 ISK • CHILDREN: 0-6 FREE

Sea Angling and Grill Duration: 3 hours
May - September Every day
17:00

ADULTS: 10.500 ISK • CHILDREN: 5.000 ISK • CHILDREN: 0-6 FREE

What Is A Gogoyoko? 
By Bob Cluness

The idea behind digital music vendor/streaming 
service Gogoyoko began back in 2007, when local 
musicians Haukur D. Magnússon and Pétur Úlfur 
Einarsson teamed up with CCP games founder 
Reynir Harðarson. Their idea was to forge a digital 
platform where artists and independent labels 
could sell and promote their music directly to 

consumers, cutting out the middlemen who would take a share of the 
revenue. After a lot of hard work, the site went online in December 2008 
and has been going strong ever since.
 The main ethos of Gogoyoko is “Fair Play In Music,” where musicians, 
bands and labels upload their music free of charge, and keep 90% of 
their sales revenue. Music lovers can register to Gogoyoko for free, from 
where they can stream the site’s massive catalogue for free, create their 
own playlists, and communicate with the artists and musicians directly.
Gogoyoko also donates 10% of its revenue to international charities such 
as Médecins Sans Frontières and Unicef, while also allowing artists and 
users to provide donations as well.
 Today, Gogoyoko sells music from a wide range of Icelandic artists 
and labels, as well as numerous international labels, such as 4AD, Rough 
Trade, XL and Matador. 

“
People are a little bit 
stand-offish at first but 
they are genuinely inter-
ested and it’s a respectful 
interest. once they start 
asking questions there’s 
no stopping them.„

“
It’s also just fascinating 
to see that there are these 
differences. What your 
brain chemistry does. To 
be on one side of it and 
then to slowly move onto 
another side is just like, 
“what!?” It’s amazing.„



FOSSHOTEL / SIGTÚN 38 / 105 REYKJAVÍK
ICELAND / TEL.: +354 562 4000 / FAX: +354 562 4001

E-MAIL: sales@fosshotel.is 

WE ARE
READY FOR 
your visit

Book now at www.fosshotel.is

Welcomes you all year
Fosshótel

www.fosshotel.is
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www.elding.is

Take part in an adventure at sea with an unforgettable 
trip into the world of whales and sea birds all year round.

Other adventures at sea
Puffin Watching  15 May - 15 August at 9:30 and 15:00
Sea Angling  1 May - 30 September at 11:00

Elding Whale Watching schedule – all year round

   * From 15 May to 15 September
** From 15 June to 15 August

Jan-Mar Apr  May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct-Dec
  9:00 9:00 9:00 9:00 9:00 9:00 
    10:00 10:00 10:00  
 13:00 13:00 13:00 13:00 13:00 13:00 13:00 13:00
    14:00 14:00 14:00  
   17:00* 17:00 17:00 17:00 17:00* 
    20:30** 20:30 20:30**  

EL-01 / EL-02 / EL-03

Environmental Award
Icelandic Tourist Board

Tour Operator

Authorised by
Icelandic Tourist Board

Make sureit’s Elding!

Call us on +354 555 3565
or visit www.elding.is

ELDING WHALE WATCHING
from Reykjavík
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Cramming Glitter And 
Glam Into Harpa Reykjavík’s 
annual drag competition enters 
its fifteenth year

A drag queen named Jennifer Hudson 
Obama, clutching a red dildo like a mi-
crophone, captured the hearts of judges 
last year to win the Icelandic Drag 
Competition. This year, the fifteenth 
time that sequins and eye shadow will 
glimmer on stage, it’s anyone’s compe-
tition to win when the drag queens and 
kings file into Harpa’s Eldborg Hall on 
August 8. 
 But the nine competitors, who take 
part in a photo shoot, question-and-an-
swer session and talent display, will have 
a tough time outmatching last year’s 
year champion, Ms. Hudson Obama, 
said competition organizer Georg Er-
lingsson Merritt. “The queen last year, 
at least in my mind, stands out as one of 
the best. She was just so brilliant. She 
made you laugh, she made you cry, she 
made you scream. She made you wish 
you were her,” Georg said.
 Georg, who also won the competi-
tion in 1998, has run the event every 
year since his victory. To celebrate the 
Icelandic Drag Competition’s fifteenth 
year (it took a break in 2004), the event 
will get a piece of the spotlight, taking 
space in the main hall of Harpa, which 
shimmers just as brightly as the con-
testants’ outfits. For the anniversary, 
Georg chose a short and simple theme: 
drag. “So anything goes basically,” he 
said.
 “It’s just a big carnival,” Georg add-
ed. “People are struck by glimmer and 
glamour and outrageousness. Every-
thing has to be outrageous.

Some contestants go all out for the com-

petition, buying wigs from out of the 
country “because we don’t have a very 
big wig market in Iceland,” Georg said. 
Others make their own clothes or use 
materials from home. Previous themes 
for the competition included Eurovi-
sion, burlesque and the Oscars. 
 The competition, one of the earli-
est events of Gay Pride Week in Reyk-
javík, is financially independent from 
gay pride, but builds excitement for the 
concerts, parades and performances 
to come. While media and pop culture 
have popularized drag queen competi-
tions, like in the American reality show 
“RuPaul’s Drag Race,” the Icelandic 
Drag Competition will also feature drag 
kings, who put on ties, moustaches and 
sailor outfits. Georg said Iceland is one 
of the few countries that include drag 
kings in drag competitions—showing 
the overall growth and increased accep-
tance of drag. 
 “People are realizing today that it 
basically is an art performance. People 
didn’t know that much about it and just 
thought contestants were just getting 
on stage, not prepared, and miming to 
their favourite song,” Georg said. “But 
people are registering today that it takes 
a lot of time and preparation to make 
your acts really good. They people are 
really putting it on the line to do their 
best and get the most out of it.”

Words
Cory Weinberg

photo
Brjánn Baldursson
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Extreme Chill: Where Chill Meets 
Riotous Serenity and chaos are two sides 
of the same coin 

The wind is strong, strong enough to 
contort my borrowed tent and make it 
look disfigured, ramshackle even. It's 
a strong contrast to the tranquility of 
the glacier Snæfellsjökull looming in 
the distance, which will watch over the 
small burg of Hellissandur as Extreme 
Chill Festival, Iceland's premier elec-
tronica shindig, takes over.
  Most of the festival goers aren't even 
here yet, but when they arrive they do 
so in style. Nearly everyone comes in 
a car, some bringing ten-person tents 
or RVs, and armed with enough booze 
and drugs to kill a whale. Women are 
dressed in fur coats and smart but camp-
ing-ready shoes; men are wearing sun-
glasses, trendy T-shirts and look ready to 
rave. 
 Hours later I head to a building with 
the word RÖST (don't ask me) on the 
front. The inside is rather nice. There 
are chairs everywhere, candles on tables, 
incense burning. People sit listening to 

the opening acts, mostly ethereal, ambi-
ent stuff that Moby would get off to. Acts 
to note include Jafet Melge/Inferno 5 
and Kaido Kirikmäe. Estonian-born Kai-
do builds his music in loops, layering a 
bit more sound each time with either his 
four-string p-bass, his soft, wooing voice 
or sounds from the electronic ether. Jafet 
(AKA Extreme Chill co-founder Óskar 
Thorarensen) and Inferno 5 are some 
of the Icelandic electronic music scene's 
pioneers. Their music comes in waves, 
building up until they're crashing into 
the room and reverberating off the 
tabletops and walls. It's a monster play-
ing peek-a-boo; it builds but backs away, 
then builds again but backs away. A re-
cord player and what looks like a power 
drill are featured. It's a pretty weird 
scene, but I've seen weirder things. 

THE NAKED MAN IN THE CAGE 
Then I notice the naked man in the 
cage. He escaped my attention before, 
but there's undoubtedly a naked man 
in a waist-high cage. He wears red head-
phones and as the set progresses he 
gropes at the cage's bars like a shaved go-
rilla on mushrooms before finding his 
way out, facing upstage and walking off. 
 The nude man is Pan Thorarensen, 

Óskar's son. Pan and Óskar (who make 
music together together as Stereo Hyp-
nosis) are at the heart of Extreme Chill: 
the impetus for the festival came from a 
2009 Stereo Hypnosis album (which was 
recorded in Hellissandur) release party.
 "We were just walking and we see 
this building," Pan says. "We look in 
the windows, see the stage, and we say, 
'maybe we'll have our release concert 
here.' My life is always like that; every-
thing comes to me, music, family, every-
thing. All my dreams." 
 The album release party featured 
Stereo Hypnosis and three other acts, 
including the third founder, DJ AnDre, 
(AKA Andri Már Arnlaugsson). The 
next year 25 artists played, and 2011 and 
2012 boasted more than 30 sets. 
 "We actually are really happy how 
this festival is evolving and how it's go-
ing in that direction that we always envi-
sioned," Pan says. "It's a very special and 
good feeling for us." 
 The emphasis here is on the atmo-
sphere, but Iceland couldn't have an 
electronica festival without at least a 
little club noise. Later Friday night it 
arrives, prompting attendees to evict 
the tables and chairs from the f loor and 
start dancing as Yagya pumps out solid 

dance-worthy jams. People cheer when 
Bix plays, but eventually the night's fes-
tivities end. 

MY FIRST TIME WITH A MAN 
Saturday puts the chill in Extreme 
Chill Festival, no joke. It begins around 
noon but outside, sun shining brightly. 
Light-skinned Icelanders pass sunblock 
around and bask in summer, sipping 
beer and occasionally walking away to 
smoke a joint. A few people still have the 
energy to dance. 
 As the music goes I head to the 
single restaurant in Hellissandur, Kaffi 
Sif. I chat with Andri and Þórður Her-
mannsson, the cellist from Tonik (who 
will perform a truly epic set later), for 
a while about some American techno 
sounds when he mentions family, re-
minding me what he said earlier when 
asked about the festival's origins: "It just 
happened. It's like a big family." 
 Back at the show, a crowd of people 
sit on the f loor in front of the stage lis-
tening to Samaris' otherworldly sounds 

and entranced by the admittedly trippy 
visuals (even the sober are in a trance; 
it's Medusa-like). Stereo Hypnosis, Rux-
pin and Mixmaster Morris of the United 
Kingdom get people off their asses and 
back into dance mode. People are shout-
ing inside randomly, no longer at shout-
worthy points in the music. I go outside; 
a bottle thrown in the air arcs silently be-
fore shattering on the ground. Someone 
cheers. I take a hit of some dude's joint 
and turn around to see Pan, who then 
kisses me. I tell him he should get test-
ed. He's as giddy as a kid on Christmas, 
laughing and generally hugging every-
one he sees. If this group is like a family, 
Pan is the jolly cousin everyone wants to 
have around at the family reunion. 
 The next morning the campsite is 
trashed. Everyone's pretty slow to stir as 
the glacier continues to watch in the dis-
tance. Techno blared from the camp all 
night, yet somehow the sound of silence 
deafens the groans of hungover party 
animals. 
 "It's really good this music, this na-
ture, the birds, everything," Andri says 
Saturday. "It's tied together, the music 
and the nature. It's like a big symphony." 
 Indeed, only at Extreme Chill could 
such natural splendour meet manmade 
pandemonium so seamlessly. Go there 
before you die. 

Extreme Chill Festival is put on every 
year in Hellisandur. For more information 
about this year's festivities, visit www.
extremechillfestival.com, and check 
back later next year for upcoming acts. 
Transportation was provided by Sterna. 

Words
Byron Wilkes

photos
Alísa Kalyanova

Bus tickets to Hellissandur provided by Sterna. Book tickets with Sterna around the country 
at www.sterna.is or call +354-551-1166
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Festival | Við Djúpið

Við Djúpið, Fortissimo! Intermezzo in Ísafjörður

A fishing community of 2,600 inhabit-
ants may seem an unlikely hub for mu-
sic, but as it turns out, the inhabitants 
of Ísafjörður can handle the violin bow 
just as well as the net. We visited during 
Við Djúpið, the annual chamber music 
festival, which celebrates its ten year an-
niversary this year. 
 “Play it as if it was the richest, 
creamiest double cream chocolate!” says 
concertmaster and star violinist Jorja 
Fleezanis. Eyes closed, short gray hair 
pointing up in an Einsteinesque tuft, 
she listens, hums and sways, hands up 
in the air as she leads an invisible or-
chestra. She opens her eyes, scrunches 
her eyebrows, and the spell is broken, 
“Thank you, let’s stop right there for a 
moment.”
 This one-woman show is giving a vi-
olin master class at the Við Djúpið festi-
val. One student, one note at a time, Jorja 
goes through everything from Brahms’ 
love life to correct positioning of the bow. 
“Tame it, do it, teach it, control it!” she 
roars. The drama at the front of the class-
room spans joyous victories and sheer 

torture. The apprentice’s cheeks burn 
red, eyes tired and neck bruised blue 
from hours pressed against the violin—
a mark of honour shared by every mem-
ber of the class—she tries again, again, 
and once more. Each time interrupted 
by a firm “thank you” from Jorja. “It is a 
bit liquid, let’s hear it again, please,” she 
interjects. I’m not sure what she means, 
but I believe her.

VERDI AT THE FISH FACTORY
A world-class chamber music festival 
in a remote fishing village hardly reso-
nates as sure-fire recipe for success, but 
Við Djúpið proves otherwise. Already 
celebrating its tenth anniversary, the 
festival’s first decade has attracted an 
impressive list of notables. Alongside 
the aforementioned Fleezanis, Pekka 
Kuusisto, Vovka Ashkenazy and Alessio 
Bax have all attended—and many return 
year after year.
 The festival’s success surely lies in 
the pairing of concept and unique locale. 
Ísafjörður has long been more than a 
regular fishing village. Besides the tradi-
tional trade, the town is known through-
out Iceland for its thriving music scene. 
The children of the village attend the 
esteemed local music school, estab-
lished in 1911, whilst the concert hall 
Hamrar (Austurvegur 11) is excellent 
and the locals keen concertgoers. For 

globetrotting musicians, a week-long 
creative retreat in the peace and quiet of 
an Icelandic countryside, with a built-in 
music-savvy audience, is surely an allur-
ing option to wind down after the spring 
season. That the festival is run by people 
(creative director Dagný Arnalds and fes-
tival manager Greipur Gíslason) with a 
knack for quality and sincere passion for 
great music cannot hurt either.
 Ultimately, there is a magic to the 
gathering of talented people under a 
never-setting sun, says Sæunn Þorstein-
sdóttir, the New York-based cellist who 
is attending for the third time. I meet 
her at Húsið, where the festival crowd 
gathers to meet and mingle after the 
concerts, with musical backing provided 
by local singer-songwriters and the fes-
tival house band. “The thing about Við 
Djúpið is that you travel all the way here, 
and you give and give, and in the end you 
get back twice as much,” Sæunn says.
 Sæunn is a member of The Declas-
sified, a New York-based collective of 
Carnegie Hall alumni who have taken 
it upon themselves to venture out from 
oak-panelled concert halls to play for 
children, teenagers, prisoners or the el-
derly.
 The ideology comes straight from 
Carnegie Hall and its explicit aim to 
reach out and educate those often ig-
nored by classical music aficionados. 

As Sæunn puts it, “We are rescuing our 
art!”
 In practical terms, this rescue mis-
sion means squeezing ensemble and 
enormous cello case in a tiny passenger 
car at 9.15 AM. Aside from the official 
festival programme, The Declassified 
perform to children of the local kinder-
garten, teenagers and the staff of the 
local fish factory, “one of the strangest 
places I have ever performed at,” says 
violinist Owen Dalby. The performanc-
es are cleverly tailored to engage and 
educate each audience: for the toddlers, 
they introduce the instruments and the 
sounds they make; for the teenagers, it’s 
a piece inspired by gumboot, a dance 
created by the slaves in the South-Afri-
can mines.

ROLL OVER BEETHOVEN
From South Africa to Bulgaria, the UK-
based Balcanics serve Balkan folk to a 
packed lunchtime concert audience at 
the local grammar school. Within 24 
hours in Ísafjörður, I have heard every-
thing from folk to blues to Mozart to 
Mugison (on the radio, but he is from 
Ísafjörður and good, so check him 
out). Now, though, my focus is more on 
“lunch” than “concert,” and not even the 
very cool hurdy-gurdy that Paul Sher-
wood pulls out can change that.
 After a sandwich at Húsið (Hrannar-
gata 2) and coffee and raw cake worth re-
turning to Ísafjörður for at Bræðraborg 
(Aðalstræti 22b), I head back to the mu-
sic school, where one more treat awaits. 
Við Djúpið’s New Composers’ Project, 
under the guidance of conductor, com-
poser Daníel Bjarnason, sees three 
young composers, Árni Freyr Gunnars-
son, Ellis Ludwig-Leone and Máté Szige-
ti create entirely new pieces for The De-
classified, to be performed at the festival 
climax—but before performing it needs 
practice.
 The air is heavy in the basement 

room, the melody on clarinet mixes with 
the rustle of a bag of crisps—I am not 
the only hungry one here—as the quar-
tet works in the lead by the young Árni 
Freyr Gunnarsson. It is seamless team 
work, as they suggest different solutions, 
test them out, f lick their iPads, and try 
again. “Oops, sorry!” says violinist Mee-
na Bhasin, while clarinettist Sarah Beaty 
grimaces to relax her cheek muscles. 
The mix of experience and young tal-
ent work well for both parties: For The 
Declassified, it is a challenge that shakes 
things up a little, for the composers, it 
is an invaluable opportunity to work 
closely with great musicians. It’s time 
for a break before the next composer 
and piece, Árni Freyr closes his notes, 
“We’ve made excellent progress,” he 
says, “It’s going to be a hit!”
 To listen to the pieces by the young 
composers and to learn more on Við 
Djúpið, visit viddjupid.is. Við Djúpið 
takes place 18-23.6.2013, so reserve the 
dates!

Accommodation was kindly provided by 
Koddinn (Hrannargata 2, Tel.+354 859 
7855), a spick-and-span guesthouse in 
the top floor of the cafe Húsið, right in 
the centre of town.

Words
Sari Peltonen

photo
Agnese Pastare / Anna Bauer

Við Djúpið 2013 is set to be all kinds of awesome, that is if The Mayan Prophecies prove 
wrong. So book your tickets! 

1. Hollywood
For people who hate mountain 
climbing, like myself, Holly-
wood is a great place to get a 
magnificent view of the town. 
Located just above Urðarvegur 
street, it is only a few steps 
and breaths away from the 
settlements. It is car-friendly, 
too, in case you are extremely 
lazy!

2. Thai Koon
The best Thai restaurant in 
Iceland. Whatever you choose 
is delicious. I recommend 
chicken in satay sauce and 
deep-fried shrimps, the catfish 
is also great.
Hafnarstræti 9-13

3. Bathe at home
Nothing is better than taking 
a steamy bath at home in 
Ísafjörður when you don't 
have your own at home in 
Reykjavík. Through the years, 
I have showed up late all too 
often because of this cozy old 
bathtub.

4. Winter walk into the 
fjord
There are many decent walk-
ing trails in Ísafjörður. My 
favourite is walking in the 
bottom of the fjord during 
an evening in the winter, in 
still but freezing weather and 
complete darkness.

5. Shigeru Kawai Grand 
piano
Probably the worldly thing that 
I miss most from Ísafjörður. 
I love to come home to 
Ísafjörður and play my grand 
piano in the living room. Sadly, 
in most cases I don't get too 
much time playing it since I 
usually spend most of the time 
in Ísafjörður playing pianos 
at other locations (sorry, 
Shigeru).

Best of Ísafjörður

Halldór Smárason, 
composer and pianist

Born and raised in Ísafjörður, Hall-
dór Smárason moved to Reykjavik 
at age 20 to study composition. “In 
the fall, I will move to New York, 
which will definitely make a huge 
impact for me, coming from such 
a small town as Ísafjörður,” Halldór 
says.

Local musician’s 
best tips to his home 
town
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The International Organ Summer 
in Hallgrímskirkja 2012

June 16 – August 18

Listvinafélag Hallgrímskirkju 30. starfsár
Hallgrimskirkja's Friends of the Arts Society 30th season

AÐGANGSEYRIR / ADMISSION
Hádegistónleikar / Lunchtime concerts: 1.500 ISK

Kvöldtónleikar / Evening concerts: 2.500 ISK
Listvinir fá frítt inn á orgeltónleika sumarsins

Hádegistónleikar á fimmtudögum kl. 12
Lunchtime concerts on Thursdays at 12 noon

Félag íslenskra organleikara
Icelandic Organist Association

16. júní kl. 18 / June 16 at 6pm ORGELFOSS / Opening Evening
17. júní kl. 17 / June 17 at 5pm Hörður Áskelsson, Hallgrímskirkja
   Inga Rós Ingólfsdóttir, selló
20. júní kl. 12 / June 20 at 12 noon  Schola cantorum, 
   kammerkór Hallgrímskirkju
21. júní kl. 12 / June 21 at 12 noon  Laszlo Petö, Stykkishólmskirkja
23. og 24. júní / June 23 and 24 No concert
27. júní kl. 12 / June 27 at 12 noon  Schola cantorum
28. júní kl. 12 / June 28 at 12 noon  Steingrímur Þórhallsson, Neskirkja 
30. júní kl. 12 / June 30 at 12 noon  Björn Steinar Sólbergsson, 
   Hallgrímskirkja Reykjavík
  1. júlí kl. 17 / July 1 at 5 pm  Björn Steinar Sólbergsson, 
  4. júlí kl. 12 / July 4 at 12 noon  Schola cantorum
  5. júlí kl. 12 / July 5 at 12 noon  Kári Allansson, Háteigskirkja
  7. júlí kl. 12 / July 7 at 12 noon  James David Christie, Bandaríkin
  8. júlí kl. 17 / July 8 at 5 pm James David Christie, Bandaríkin
11. júlí kl. 12 / July 11 at 12 noon Schola cantorum
12. júlí kl. 12 / July 12 at 12 noon Tómas Guðni Eggertsson, Seljakirkja
14. júlí kl. 12 / July 14 at 12 noon Kári Þormar, Dómkirkjan í Reykjavík
15. júlí kl. 17 / July 15 at 5 pm Kári Þormar, Dómkirkjan í Reykjavík
18. júlí kl. 12 / July 18 at 12 noon Schola cantorum
19. júlí kl. 12 / July 19 at 12 noon  Jón Bjarnason, Skálholtskirkja
21. julí kl. 12 / July 21 at 12 noon Roger Sayer, England
22. júlí kl. 17 / July 22 at 5 pm  Roger Sayer, England 
25. júlí kl. 12 / July 25 at 12 noon Schola cantorum
26. júlí kl. 12 / July 26 at 12 noon  Friðrik Stefánsson, Seltjarnarneskirkja
28. júlí kl. 12 / July 28 at 12 noon  Eyþór Ingi Jónsson, Akureyrarkirkja
   Lára Sóley Jóhannsdóttir, fiðla
29. júlí kl. 17 / July 29 at 5 pm Eyþór Ingi Jónsson, Akureyrarkirkja
   Lára Sóley Jóhannsdóttir, fiðla
  1. ágúst kl. 12 / August 1 at 12 noon  Schola cantorum
  2. ágúst kl. 12 / August 2 at 12 noon  Sigrún Magna Þórsteinsdóttir,   
   Akureyrarkirkja
  4. ágúst kl. 12 / August 4 at 12 noon  Willibald Guggenmos, Sviss
  5. ágúst kl. 17 / August 5 at 5 pm Willibald Guggenmos, Sviss
  6. ágúst kl. 20 / August 6 at 8 pm Mótettukór Hallgrímskirkju, Reykjavík
  8. ágúst kl. 12 / August 8 at 12 noon  Schola cantorum
  9. ágúst kl. 12 / August 9 at 12 noon  Haukur Guðlaugsson
11. ágúst kl. 12 / August 11 at 12 noon Andreas Warler, Þýskaland
12. ágúst kl. 17 / August 12 at 5 pm  Andreas Warler, Þýskaland
15. ágúst kl. 12 / August 15 at 12 noon Schola cantorum
18. ágúst kl. 15 / August 18 at 3 pm SÁLMAFOSS/FESTIVAL OF HYMNS

Helgartónleikar lau. kl. 12-12.30 / sun. kl. 17-18
Weekend Concerts Sat. 12 - 12.30 pm / Sun. 5-6 pm

Hörður Áskelsson og 
Inga Rós Ingólfsdóttir

Björn Steinar Sólbergsson

James David Christie

Kári Þormar

Roger Sayer

Eyþór Ingi Jónsson og Lára Sóley Jóhannsdóttir

Willibald Guggenmos

Andreas Warler

Hádegistónleikar á miðvikudögum kl. 12 
Lunchtime concerts on Wednesdays at 12 noon

Schola cantorum
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tel. 578 8555www.gamlasmidjan.is Lækjargata 8

Opening hours: 

mon-thu 11:30-23
fri 11:30-06
sat 12-06 
& sun 12-23

Heavenly pizzas!

Home delivery
See our menu at www.gamlasmidjan.is

Music | Reviews

Hörður Torfa

múm

Gp! 
Eldsaga, Loftsaga and Jarðsaga
2012
www.hordurtorfa.com 

As an activist for gay rights and 
orchestrator of the Pots and Pans 
revolution, Hörður has already 
made his mark. These albums are 
pleasant enough, but will hardly 
change history. 

Early Birds
2012
www.mum.is 

Will put a good old fashioned pep 
in your step.

Elabórat 
2012

GP! thankfully restrains himself 
from overlong solos throughout, 
but this remains something 
best sought out by lead-guitar 
aficionados.

The album series “Vitinn” 
shows singer-songwriter 

Hörður Torfa in various stages of 
life. ‘Loftsaga’ (“Air Story”) from 
2004 shows him in his ‘70s prime, 
looking like a Norse God. Hörður 
graduated from drama school 
in 1970 and recorded his debut 
album in the same year. ‘Loftsaga’ 
shows him at his most theatrical, 
assuming various character voices. 
He is actually better on the less 
pretentious ‘Jarðsaga’ (“Earth 
Story”), from 2007 and featuring 
a pimpled, teenage Hörður on 
the cover. Highlights include 
“Draumurinn,” (“The Dream”) 
an imaginary all-star singalong 
of Icelandic rock legends which, 
inevitably, rhymes “Las Vegas” 
with “Megas,” and “Mas í mó,” 
no doubt dedicated to his Italian 
boyfriend Massimo. Somewhere 
in between is the upbeat ‘Eldsaga’ 
(“Fire Story”) from 2003, which 
has a lot of sun on it and seems to 
have been written for a summer 
like this. Also available is the most 
recent ‘Vatnssaga’ (“water story”), 
while the upcoming fifth element 
is remains to be seen. Perhaps that 
one will truly reach for the stars. 

 - VALUR GUNNARSSON

Dedicated múm fans can reach for their wallets with the release of their 
compilation ‘Early Birds,’ a fifteen track retrospective comprised entirely 
of B-sides and previously unreleased work dating from the band’s early 
period, between 1998 and 2000. múm was formed in 1997 by Gunnar 
Örn Tynes and Örvar Þ. Smárasson and they were later joined by twins, 
Kristín and Gyða Valtýsdóttir. ‘Early Birds’ is a tribute to these early years 
and the work—raw and varied in nature—that they begat.
 Though there is a very definite melodic thread running through the 
music on ‘Early Birds’, the compilation is a varied one; evidence of the 
depth of the band’s varied interests as they were starting out. It begins 
on a vibrant and upbeat note, and retains that eclectic, bubbly sound 
throughout. The later pieces move into more familiar territory with the 
slow, emotive sound that múm became known for. There is a decided 
progression throughout the album, with the peppiness of the start 
comfortably ironed out into the more sweeping depth of the later tracks. 
 The playful attitude of a band that was in its early years willing to try 
anything once makes ‘Early Birds’ definitely worth a listen.

 - BERGRÚN ANNA HALLSTEINSDÓTTIR

No, it’s not the soundtrack 
to a Spanish-language 

version of a Sacha Baron 
Cohen film, but rather the first 
solo album of guitar virtuoso 
Guðmundur Pétursson (here, 
handily renamed GP!). GP! (then 
still only Guðmundur Pétursson) 
was once proclaimed the greatest 
unknown guitarist in the world by 
no lesser an authority than Steve 
Vai of Whitesnake, and has gone 
on to session work for a whole 
generation of Icelandic musicians. 
 Here, respective frontmen are 
left at home, and the album starts 
well with the first few bars of “The 
Good Life.” Then nothing much 
happens. This exercise is repeated 
throughout. Each song starts 
promisingly, but GP! (The artist 
formerly known as Guðmundur 
Pétursson) is just too pop and not 
avant-garde enough for a whole 
album of instrumentals. Pop music 
needs its choruses, and a guest 
singer or two (come on, GP!, we 
know you have them on your 
speed-dial) would have been most 
welcome. Meanwhile, GP! had best 
not give up his day-job as plain old 
Guðmundur Pétursson. 

 - VALUR GUNNARSSON
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RESTAURANT- BAR

The only kitchen 
in Reykjavík open
to    23:30 on weekdays

and 01:00 on weekends

5.890 ikr.

Our famous Icelandic menu
includes Brennivín 
and 7 delicious tapas 

Icelandic
Gourmet Fiest

Taste the best of Iceland
in one amazing meal

Starts with a shot of the infamous
Icelandic spirit Brennivín

Smoked puffin with blueberry
“brennivín” sauce

Icelandic sea-trout with peppers-salsa

Lobster tails baked in garlic

Pan-fried monkfish with lobster sauce

Grilled Icelandic lamb Samfaina

Minke Whale with cranberry-sauce

White chocolate "Skyr" mousse
with passion coulis

Vesturgata 3B | 101 Reykjavík | Tel: 551 2344 | www.tapas.is

Music | Reviews

In Siren

Sin Fang

Nico Muhly
In Between Dreams 
2012
www.gogoyoko.com 

Little curiosity shop of proggers

Half Dreams EP
2012
www.heysinfang.com 

Pop that gives you a warm fuzzy 
feeling. The sort you get from 
having a stiff pimms...

Drones & Piano 
2012
nicomuhly.bandcamp.com/

Drone’t you like me, baby?

In Siren describe themselves 
as “an ambitious project 

which consists of esteemed 
musicians from the Reykjavíkian 
music scene.” A slightly egotistical 
claim it may be, but ‘In Between 
Dreams’ is indeed a pretty cool 
album that is executed with 
aplomb by those aforementioned 
“esteemed musicians.”
 ‘In Between Dreams’ is prog-
rock, replete with some utterly 
ridiculous lyrics. Musically it is 
able to remain interesting and 
“progressive,” whilst maintaining 
the internal logic of the songs. 
Basically it doesn’t tend to resort 
to keeeerrrraazzy twists to sound 
progressive, instead relying on 
more subtle gestures to make 
songs intriguing. Which is nice.
 It isn’t really a mind-blowing 
album, but it’s certainly an 
interesting little curio. 

 - CLYDE BRADFORD

I’m not a natural summer person, so when a piece of music comes along 
that actually raises my endorphin levels to the point where I can happily 
leave the house, then it’s best to grab it with both dirty mitts. ‘Half 
Dreams,’ the latest release from Sin Fang is one such happy pop nugget.
 It’s strange, but I actually prefer this EP over his previous opus, 
‘Summer Echoes.’ That album was good, but ‘Half Dreams’ feels simpler 
and more direct in how the songs are played out, with less chance of 
them fraying at the edges and turning too ramshackle.
 From the sugar coated doo-wop pop of “Only Eyes,” there is the 
slightly tart/bitter “Walk With You,” a song of longing sensibility where 
the chorus is paired with some spine tingling backing vocals and soft 
brass lines. Not every track hits home. “Strange House” seems more 
at home at a knock-off ‘50s retro musical, but this doesn’t matter too 
much as “It’s Not There” picks up the pace with an energetic rhythm that 
finishes the EP with a flourish.
 As EPs go, ‘Half Dreams’ is definitely one to make those hazy 
weekday evenings seem just that little bit hazier. Some cocktails wouldn’t 
go amiss either. 

 - BOB CLUNESS

The thing with drones is 
that they don’t exactly move 

about very musically do they? So 
it’s a little discombobulating that 
Bruce Brubaker’s piano playing 
features so spritely across the 
length of this EP.
 It isn’t bad. It’s just 
discombobulating. The clue is 
in the title really. The piano is 
distinct from the drones rather 
than complementary as you would 
normally expect from drone music 
where everryytthhhiiiinnngggg 
mmoooooovvveeeesss 
slllllooooowwwwllllly. Furthermore, 
it also seems as though Brubaker 
is being “helped” with his playing 
by an annoying child who keeps 
trying to haphazardly hammer on 
the piano keys.
 It’s kinda cute at first, but 
then it just becomes tiresome. The 
deal with aberrations or shocks 
is that they’re strengthened by 
their infrequency, but they are all 
too frequent here. It detracts from 
the whole, which is frustrating 
because this EP is enjoyable, but 
it could be more so. That said, at 
least Nico is doing something a 
little different with a predominantly 
homogeneous genre and it will 
be interesting to see the territory 
that the two other releases in his 
“Drones” series explore.

 - CLYDE BRADFORD
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Festival | Eistnaflug 2012

Highlights: Eistnaflug 2012 – Thursday 
Line-up: In the Company of Men, Ophidian I, Blood Feud, Logn, 
Moldun, Hellvar, Elín Helena, Wistaria, Carpe Noctem, Momentum, 
Innvortis, Gone Postal, Sólstafir

(BOB:) Hallelujah! After the previous 
couple of years, which saw tempera-
ture plummet to the point where an Ice 
Giant’s bits would break off, this year’s 
Eistnaflug saw glorious sunshine and 
warm balmy temperatures!

 Step up please OPHIDIAN I. Made 
up of selected cuts from Angist, Severed 
Crotch and Beneath, their pounding 
technical death metal was probably the 
best since, err, Severed Crotch. It was so 
technical the bass player had a SEVEN 
STRING BASS! But luckily, the tightness 
and proficiency was double plus good, 
which allowed singer Ingó to channel his 
“homeless person on bath salts” perso-
na. It all brought out the first true piece 
of moshing of the day. Hard and intense 
music.

 After we had grind doom whip-
persnappers LOGN. I have a lot of time 
and love for these guys. But something 
is amiss today as their musical attack 
seems a little underpowered. The reason 
becomes obvious after a few minutes 
when we realise that bass player Óðinn 
is not on stage. The other three man-
fully do their best to take up the slack, 
especially vocalist Fritz and drummer 
Ægir. We’re treated to a great climax in 
true Hollywood fashion on the final song 
when Óðinn rushes through the venue to 
leap on stage finish the final song with-
out missing a beat. What a trooper!

(LOUDER:) Despite what the name 
suggests, ELÍN HELENA is not a furious 
hardcore troubadouress. More like a flip 
dad-punk band with a pair of wailing, 
flailing middle-aged dudes at the front 
and it’s brilliant. This is the most fun 
you’re not having. There’s confetti and 
growling and leaping about in circles, 
the performative energy most commonly 

found at the bottom of a tequila bottle, 
people pogo-ing and shouting for more, 
like that scene in ‘24 Hour Party People’ 
where the Sex Pistols play for the first 
time.
 And then MOMENTUM are up. Ride 
that big red wave—the ginger-dragon 
roareth! They are one of those bands 
that just fucking steamroll you. Waves 
and waves of deep, loud, grinding fre-
quencies that physically push you off 
your centre of gravity. You have to take 
a pugilist stance to not get knocked 
down. I’m always afraid they are going 
to hit the brown note. Or hopeful? I don’t 
know. They are so forceful, and yet ut-
terly simple in their approach, it’s like an 
effortless shove in the chest. After this, I 
have to get some air!
 I get back in time to see the second 
awesome dad-punk band of the night, 
INNVORTIS. An acquaintance points out 
to me that Innvortis are returning from 
a fourteen year absence and it definitely 
looks like a warm welcome back to these 

Kotters. The crowd is moshing like crazy, 
clapping along and crowd surfing to 
their fast, fun, upbeat, hardcore crust-
punk. It’s back to basics and full of good 
vibes, topped off with excellent beards.
 It’s a well-known fact that SÓLSTA-
FIR usually play on the first night of the 
festival so they can spend the rest of it 
partying like the ship’s going down. It’s 
an honest approach, but it still seems 
a bit like, “let’s just do this and go get 
drunk actually fuck it bring the bottle 
with you.” But you know what they say: 
don’t fuck with the original! When some-
thing keeps working so consistently with 
a band that has gone through some 
massive changes over the years, it’s hard 
to deny it. If their cult-like grasp on the 
crowd is no more than nostalgic enrap-
ture, then they’re already more perma-
nently established than most artists can 
hope for. Don’t 

Words
Bob Cluness & Rebecca Louder

photo
Þorsteinn Cameron

Every year, Eistnaflug continues to astound. Every year, those of us stuck in Reykjavík mak-
ing this dumb magazine get all upset about missing it. Next year...

It wasn’t just our 
reviewers who 
were at Eistnaflug 
2012. Regular 
contributor Birkir 
Fjalar Viðarsson is 

also the frontman of local hardcore 
legends I Adapt, who reunited for a 
special one-off show at the festival. 
Such was the level of awe inspired 
by their return, we decided to ask 
him a few questions about the 
experience...
How did the organisers persuade 
you to reform for Eistnaflug? Back 
when I Adapt was coming apart, 
Stebbi caught a whiff of it and im-
mediately started asking us to play 
Eistnaflug. I think he even asked us 
before we officially stopped being 
a band. Ever since then, he's been 
trying to reel us in. He arranged 
everything in such way that it was 
the most hassle-free show we ever 
would play (we never had that as 
a band so it was a mighty sexy 
prospect).
Describe the day itself before 
the gig. Word has that you were 
nervous... We knew people were 
excited and the festival organisers 
seemed more stoked than anyone 
else. So that definitely made us 
humble and happy. But our time-slot 
made us a bit worried, what with 
playing late, smack between two 
amazing bands. Personally, I worried 
about not being able to pull-off all 
the shit our music, lyrics and fans 
make me want to. I jogged a bunch 
and stayed off the booze for a 
considerable amount of time, but to 
little avail.
How did you feel the gig itself 
went for you and the band? 
It was an incredible experience. 
Dreamlike. We still haven't come 
back to earth after the crowd's 
reaction and acceptance of us. It 
was indescribable really. Love and 
aggression came together in perfect 
unison and we were so moved by it, 
we didn't know how to react. Oddly 
enough, I remember a lot of it, un-
like our goodbye show, of which I 
remember nothing.
So... now what for I Adapt? More 
death.

Never Say Never 
Again (Again) For 
one night only, I Adapt 
came down from on 
high to show everyone 
how it should be 
done....
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LakeMývatnand
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Visit Húsavík, the whale watching capital, and witness the natural wonders of North Iceland
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For other adventures via air, land and sea, please visit our websites  |  eagleair.is  |  northsailing.is  |  fjallasyn.is
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per person

Daytour from reykjavík 

to north iceland

online:  eagleair.is 
call:  +354 562 2640

Book now!
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Highlights: Eistnaflug 2012 – Friday 

Friday afternoon began with ANGIST. 
The band played a traditional brand of 
death metal, something in no short sup-
ply at this festival. But there are always 
subtleties that separate the good from 
the followers and Angist was very much 
in the former grouping. Like a good 
breakfast, Angist’s performance was 
comforting, original, and with enough 
variety to make a soft, but intriguing 
start to the day. 
 OTTO KATZ ORCHESTRA followed 
the death metal act with some country-
fried Southern ‘merica metal. At first, 
you’d be shocked to see the guitarist’s 
wardrobe choices, wearing a lei, a cheap 
Tommy Bahama knock-off and bare feet, 
but as the set continues, it becomes 
oddly fitting.
 With BENEATH, once again, I’m 
faced with a band struggling to find a 
voice in the terribly nostalgic genre of 
traditional death metal. At first, I’m not 
impressed. They come off as uninspired, 
their songs bleeding into each other. 
However, as the set progresses, my criti-
cal ear begins to pinpoint areas in the 
music that impress me, like those cold, 
“objective” characteristics as “technical 
prowess.” All being said, the band was 
amazing at interacting with the crowd 

and had a no-bullshit, no preconception 
air about them.
 VICKY’s set was a godsend for both 
my mind and my ears. The singer’s self-
aware engagement with the audience 
was refreshing, noting the band’s goth-
ic-pop style as somewhat of a detour 
away from the typical fare showcased at 
Eistnaflug. 
 CELESTINE’s set was sensational 
and seemed to have garnered some 
sort of status during this day and the 
next. Completely relentless, Celestine 
blasted through an innumerable amount 
of songs at a speed I have never seen 
any other band perform at in my life. The 
show morphed into entertainment, then 
awing and then a sort of freak show, ev-
eryone staring at each other, expressing 
with their eyes, “How is this happen-
ing?” This was a legendary set that will 
cause regret for anyone who didn’t seen 
it, but only heard about it.
 Every chug, every rhythm, and every 
break in ENDLESS DARK’s performance 
can be derived from another band’s 
repertoire, or at least it feels that way. 
This comfort through conformity really 
only ensures the realisation that there is 
absolutely no confidence coming from 
the band’s music. However, I refuse to 
criticize this band’s attempt to entertain 
massive amounts of people. Still, the 
music is without character, or honesty, 
or much of anything except mindless 
fun. Endless Dark’s music is very much 
like a void. 
 SKALMÖLD music is basically critic 

proof. It’s made by and for a certain au-
dience and without any sort of reference 
point for this kind of music in one’s life, 
you’re likely not going to enjoy it. Howev-
er, I can comment on the performance, 
which was very entertaining and tight. 
Most notable was the atmosphere cre-
ated. The entire experience was jarring 
in its perfect precision. This all made 
for an entertaining set by a band many 
clearly enjoy, so long as you’re in on it...

 SEVERED CROTCH chime in the only 
way hometown boys of such ilk can. 
Every scene has this band of local lore 
and royalty, but few are as good as Sev-
ered Crotch. Severed Crotch get death 
metal, and how the genres foundations 
are just as much determined on pum-
melling speed and intricate playing as 
the subtleties of atmosphere and slower 
tempos. 
 Closing the night were DR. SPOCK 

whom I had never seen before. Every 
movement on stage seemed choreo-
graphed, planned and recited for its ul-
timate effect. The gimmicks wear pretty 
thin pretty quickly and once they try to 
introduce some sort of narrative in be-
tween their songs, I try to hang on for the 
ride, but rather take the plummet.

Words
Dru Morrison
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Búrfell Hydro Power Station - Interactive exhibition
10 am-6 pm, June-August

Krafla Geothermal Station - Visitor Center
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Fljótsdalur Hydro Power Station - Visitor Center
10 am-5 pm, June-August

Who needs coal 
when you have fire?when you have fire?
Landsvirkjun is one of Europe’s leading renewable energy companies. 
This summer, three of our power stations are open to the public:
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Highlights: Eistnaflug 2012 – Saturday
Musical Epiphanies, Killing For Weed, And Bass Players With Stage Rage...

After a so-so start with local hard rock/
metal boys ONI, things took a much 
heavier turn with the arrival of HYLUR. 
They were certainly an intriguing pres-
ence and after a slight delay to fix the 
lighting rig, they ripped into their set 
with a heavy, balls deep, sludgy metal. 
The first proper METAL arrived soon 
after with crusted anger merchants 
NORN. Decked out in some classy zom-
bie makeup, their set combined rough 
blastbeats with hard riffage and some 
classic black metal snarls. 
 AT DODGE CITY’s, standard issue 
screamo-core was more entertaining 
than it was thanks to their “elegantly 
wasted” singer, and their bass player 
who ended the final song by hulking 
out so hard, he smashed his bass to the 
ground, pulling a “COME AT ME BRO!” 
pose that nearly knocked the singer off 
his feet.
 After all this DIMMA provided us 
with true cock metal frottage with full on 
swagger, poses, spraying of water from 
the mouth, etc., that was straight from 
the ‘Rock Of Ages’ playbook. But at least 
their bass player rocked the fuck out of 
his low slung bass. 
 After all of that, ATRUM launched 

into their set of their brutal, Bathory 
tinged death metal with “Natural Apo-
theosis.” Drummer Raggi came out from 
his kit for a song and showed that as 
well as being one of Iceland’s best drum-
mers, he also had a set of lungs on him 
as well.
 In a rather inspired line up tactic, 
punkers MORÐINGJARNIR managed 
to change tack in the music and calmed 
things down just a little bit. They hap-
pily took the piss with everyone, talking 
about the joys of inter-band blowjob 
sessions, and cranking out The Scorpi-
ons “Wind Of Change.” 
 The first foreign act of tonight, Faroe 
Island’s SYNARCHY. They were... alright, 
but not exceptional.  For a band from a 
small community, they were clearly ac-
complished and well executed, with a 
bass player with enormous stage pres-
ence. But somehow I just couldn’t get all 
that into them. Shame.
 The night’s next level manoeuvres 
were provided by MUCK whose hard-
core/noise attack has really come of age 
in the last twelve months. Singer Kalli’s 
screaming was well on point and sound-
ed incredibly pissed off, which must 
have alerted people from outside be-
cause the place really filled up towards 
the end.
 PLASTIC GODS are frankly an awe-
some live band and their set produced 
the first real “holy shit” moment of the 
evening, all thanks to an extraordinary 
performance of singer Ingó. Add to this, 

the sub bass from the speakers was so 
powerful that it occasionally made your 
vision blur while standing next to it.
When CEPHALIC CARNAGE bounded 
onstage, it took 2.7 seconds for the 
crowd to completely lose their shit. The 
band looked so happy to be playing 
here, displaying an easy charm that won 

the crowd over. Their set finished with a 
smashing wall of death from the audi-
ence. Like I said, it was a bloody good 
time.

And then came I ADAPT....
Maaaan, they had everything. The 
songs. The perfect dynamic with the au-

dience. And pocket rocket (and closet 
Whitesnake fan) Birkir Fjalar who gave 
it his all as he smashed, pumped and 
screamed all over the stage. The band 
were fucking heroes that night, and any-
one who saw them knows this in their 
heart to be true. 
 BOTNLEÐJA took everything down a 
notch or two frankly which was a relief 
as the place was so hot, the dry ice on 
stage was replaced by steam. They fired 
through the classics that had everyone 
pogoing and stage diving like fools. Like 
last year we also had a small eruption of 
topless crowd surfing from the ladies.
Mötorhead covers band BÖRNER fin-
ished the night thrashing through Lem-
my’s classics but I have to admit defeat 
as the heat and exhaustion leave me 
dead on my feet and yearning for my 
bed.

Words
Bob Cluness
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Music | Metal

Louder Than Hell And Twice As Nice! 
Iceland’s metal scene is looking to be on the up. IF 
we can help them keep it that way...

So Eistnaflug 2012 
has been and 
gone. Amongst all 

the fun and frolics, the growing con-
sensus from both the fans and pundits 
was that this year’s festival was (whisper 
it) the best yet, both in terms of audi-
ence, atmosphere and the quality of the 
performances. Indeed, Eistnaflug 2012 
seems to have highlighted a time where 
Iceland’s metal scene is experiencing a 
resurgence and purpose in both quality 
and profile. 
 In the past, it was acknowledged that 
there wasn’t a great deal of ambition 
amongst many within the scene, with 
bands simply being content with the odd 
concert at Gaukurinn or Café Amster-
dam. As one promoter succinctly put it, 
“Too many of them are fucking lazy.”
But the past twelve months have seen 
increased activity and ambition from 
many bands. Naturally the main devel-
opment was Sólstafir becoming an inter-
national-class rock band by signing with 
the French label Season Of Mist. In their 
wake, Skálmöld, Beneath, and Ophidian 
I have followed suit, signing with foreign 
independent labels.
 Bands are now increasingly serious 
in trying to record and produce their 
material. This month alone sees not one, 
but four metal releases (Beneath, Blood 
Feud, Celestine, and Ophidian I), with 
many other acts looking to release ma-
terial this year.
 On stage, bands are really tightening 
up their sound, exhibiting a greater level 
professionalism across the board to the 
point where one of the judges noted at 

this year’s Wacken metal battle that if 
winners Gone Postal continued to per-
form the way they did that night, they 
would be signed up by a label in no time 
at all. 
 Meanwhile at the grassroots level, 
things seem to be in good health, with 
thrash revivalists Abacination, death-
core twatters World Narcosis, noise 
merchants Naught and MASS, the eco-
black metal of Dynfari, and Iceland’s un-
official heaviest band NYIÞ.
 But while the scene is going well as a 
whole, problems still exist in many areas 
for musicians, both structural and finan-
cial. While many Icelandic bands experi-
ence some form of difficulty in making 
records, it’s taken Celestine four years to 
record and produce their latest album, 
while Beneath have actually had their 
album finished for THREE years, only to 
suffer a myriad of delays in post produc-
tion. The fact that it’s has taken so long 
has robbed the band of any crucial mo-
mentum they could build up if the album 
had come out sooner.
 This situation is exacerbated by the 
fact that there is currently a lack of 
technical and managerial expertise to 
help the scene. Right now there are no 
specialist or sympathetic record labels 
catering for metal music in Iceland. 
There was Molestin Records, but they 
appear to be currently in hibernation. 
Add to this, say some metal musicians, 
the problem that many studios don’t 
have the producers/engineers able to 
produce metal music to a good enough 
standard. There are exceptions such as 
Studio Reflex’s Axel “Flex” Árnason, and 
Jóhann Ingi Sigurðsson of Studio Fos-
sland. However, Studio Reflex is expen-
sive, while Studio Fossland is actually in 

Sweden!
There have been some positive out-
comes in gaining wider support and rec-
ognition for metal music from Iceland’s 
cultural industries. The Kraumur Music 
Fund has in the past awarded grants to 
Celestine and Endless Dark, and Sólsta-
fir were awarded 1 million ISK this year 
for help with touring, while the fund also 
provided funds to Eistnaflug over the last 
few years for running costs. Meanwhile 
metal artists such as Gone Postal, Svar-
tidauði and Plastic Gods have received 
Icelandair and City of Reykjavík’s Loftbrú 
grants, helping with the costs of touring. 
But some metal musicians still talk of 
an uphill battle in getting support from 
cultural institutions, who they feel are 
simply paying lip service to their needs. 
One musician describes organising a 
three-band tour to France in 2011 with 
a promotional company backing them, 
even attending a large music confer-
ence to promote Icelandic music in the 
process. But despite this, they received 
no support from the five Icelandic music 
funds they applied for. 
 It does seem that things are slowly 
changing across the board.  Many in the 
Icelandic metal scene have shown good 
promise and the willingness to progress 
onto the next level in their music careers. 
But if the musicians are showing the de-
sire, then we need to stop seeing these 
bands as a “niche” market compared 
with other genres and also start getting 
serious in providing the right support to 
the scene, whether it’s with touring and 
releasing records, or with more long 
terms aspects, such as labels or increas-
ing studio expertise. 

Celestine Blood Feud
Celestine 
2012
www.gogoyoko.com/artist/celestine

Better the devil you know

Hiding Behind The Light 
2012
www.gogoyoko.com/artist/BloodFeud 

Iron clad thrash that requires a bit more tempering to 
make it stronger…

It’s been four years since Celestine’s last 
release, and if you are into metal or hardcore, 

chances are that you’ve been eagerly awaiting their 
new LP ‘Celestine.’  However, a short while ago 
the album’s second track, “Symptom Of The Soul,” 
found its way onto Youtube and it made me recoil, 
making a distinct “Urughuhuh” sound. It sounded 
like Pitchshifter (a pretty ropey nu-metal/dance 
crossover band from the UK) with Josh Homme on 
vocals. Actually, I don’t really have problem with 
Homme-esque vocals. It really was the everything 
else that made me recoil.
 But as it goes, “Symptom Of The Soul” is the 
only really questionable track on this album. Overall 
‘Celestine’ is a damn hefty beast. There are plenty 
of chunga-chunga and womp riffs to satiate pretty 
much any discerning fan of heavy music and enough 
smart little twists to keep ‘em coming back. 
 Sweeping, divisive statement: I reckon if you 
don’t like this album, you don’t actually like heavy 
music.

 - CLYDE BRADFORD

After 2008’s EP ‘Adjustment to the Sickest,’ 
the former metal covers band known as Blood 

Feud have finally released their debut, ‘Hiding Behind 
The Light.’ On first listen, the word that enters you 
brain is “thrashy” as the bat out of hell riffing on 
opening song ‘Myrkvi’ and the pounding rhythm 
on ‘Creatures Of Utopia’ and ‘Corrupted Existence’ 
slap you in the chops, going “LISTEN TO ME NOW 
DAMMIT!” This is a good thing, as it’s pretty 
refreshing to have some good, honest thrash (also 
with a more than healthy adherence to NWOBHM 
in its DNA) in a scene that’s mostly dominated by 
untold black/death metal combinations with a little 
doom/sludge as a side order. 
 But before we get too rapturous, there are a 
couple of problems with this album. Actually one 
problem in particular: the vocals of singer Böðvar. He 
has this weird scooping quality in his delivery that 
makes his strangulated high end scream really off-
putting to listen to after only a few minutes. He’d be 
better off staying with his clearer tones, which adds 
more contrast with the growls of Óskar (who can 
really growl like a bear kicked in the nads).
But this album has enough moments to make 
me wish I could grow my hair long enough to do 
windmills… 

 - BOB CLUNESS

This is a metal-themed page. Because there apparently wasn't enough metal in this issue. 
Everyone loves metal, right? 
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At the Grill Market the seasons are in control of the menu 
with all the freshest ingredients available - from the sea, 

heaths, lakes, rivers and farms. In our cooking methods we go 
for the origin of the ingredient and use fire, smoke, wood and 
charcoal to achieve deep, rich, earthy flavors that we balance 
out with freshness. The result is an unexpected cuisine where 

Icelandic tradition and modern times come together.

Weekdays: 11:30 - 14:00 and 18:00 - 22:30  
Weekends: 18:00 - 23:30 

LÆKJARGATA 2A | 571 7777 | GRILLMARKADURINN.IS

Bob Cluness, 
Metalhead
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Icelandic Cuisine sushisamba
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Tel 568 6600 • sushisamba.is
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Our kitchen is open
17.00–23.00 sun.–thu.
17.00–24.00 fri.–sat.

Starts with a shot of icelandic
nacional spirit "Brennivin"

Place Ceviche
Dried maize, sweet potato,

coriander, chili, passion sauce

Minke whale tataki
Fig jam, wakame, mushrooms,

soy glaze

Icelandic Salmon roll
Salmon, avocado, asparagus,

jalapeno mayo

Spotted cat fish "mojito style"
Grilled spotted cat fish, pea purée,

bacon, mojito foam

Lamb ribs
Chili crumble, "Skyr" mint sauce,

celeriac fries

Icelandic Skyr "Flan"

5.990 kr.

Icelandic Feast
Amazing 6 course menu which 

combines Icelands best 
produce withJapanese,

Peruvian and Brazilian cuisine.

unique experience



Snoop Around | Egill Sæbjörnsson

Working On Digital Boundary Lines 
Snoop-Around talks to artist-slash-musician Egill 
Sæbjörnsson

Can you give us the artist’s perspective on this exhibi-
tion? What I'm working with is that I've placed these boxes on 
the walls, and on top of them I’ve placed these plates. On the 
wall, via projection, you see balls that bounce around and on 
occasions, land on said boxes. 
 The balls were made in a computer program that we de-
vised for this installation. Their movement across the screen, 
therefore, is governed not by a loop that runs continuously, but 
a self generated protocol. Like a fountain, where you never see 
the same water falling twice.
But the boxes and plates are analogue? Within the box-
es there are these magnetic block keys called solenoids that 
activate the plates. Behind the initial program that runs the 
balls, there is a subprogram that controls the solenoids so that 
when the balls on screen seem to strike the plate the sound 
is activated. However, within the box there is a small piece of 
machinery that really makes the sound.

FIRMLY BASED IN REALITY 

There is a really interesting interplay of the digital and 
analogue in this exhibition. Yes, the boxes are real and the 
sound they make is real, not synthesized as you might think. 
They are firmly based in reality, whereas often when you see 
video art the sounds come from a speaker and, hence, isn’t 
real. 
 I have been playing around with the concept of pseudo in-
struments, in traditional instruments, say a guitar, you have a 
body that amplifies the sound that comes from the strings and 
you need an agent, in this case the fingers and with that you 
make the sound. At a concert you see the sound being made 
and at the same time receive the experience of the music.
You get that natural connection of the two senses, sight 
and hearing? Yes, a synesthetic perception. For the longest 

time, in the musical world, people wanted to separate the two; 
their idea being that people should close their eyes and listen 
to the music—that was the only way to fully grasp the real har-
mony. But in truth, all the other senses affect your perception 
and enhance the experience. These factors are, for instance, 
the performance space or the social context. The visual is sec-
ond only to the sound itself. 
 The hand that strikes the cord is much like the balls in the 
video. They look like they are striking the boxes, but in fact they 
are not, hence the usage of pseudo, as a pseudo-instrument 
looks like it's making the sound when in truth it is not. The 
same applies to synthesizers. 
Is it a misinterpretation on my part, that the balls are 
programmed so that when they strike the boxes or go 
in the vicinity of the boxes the programme makes the 
sound? No, that would only happen if there were a real ping-
pong ball. This is only a video and conjures the notion of the 
impact. A large part of our reality is now in cyber space and 
this exhibition is in part looking into the line between imagined 
reality/virtual reality and the reality we inhabit on a day-to-day 
basis. This is a video installation that mimics a 3D space, but 
is truly only 2D, the tweak is the introduction of the physical 
objects that truly inhabit the real space of the exhibition hall. 
 At first when people walk in they perceive everything to 
be normal, but then they do a double take and go: “Hey wow, 
that’s not natural!” The whole effect works by playing with that 
boundary. 

---

More information on Egill Sæbjörnsson at www.egills.de
Find Gallery i8 at www.i8.is

Words
Guðni Rúnar 

photo
Nanna Dís

By now most, if not all, Icelanders know the work of Egill Sæbjörnsson (and quite a few 
people abroad). Since breaking into the Icelandic art scene in the late nineties he has 
worked on harmonising his two passions, art and music, into one.
 
For the most part, Egill divides his time between Berlin, his home since 1999 and Brazil, 
but he’s in Iceland over the summer and we decided to catch up with him at Gallery i8, 
where his latest exhibition is running ‘til August 25. 
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Reykjavik's Thermal Pools 

A source of health
Thermal pools and baths in Reykjavik are a source of health, 

relaxation and pureness. All of the city´s swimming pools 

have several hot pot´s with temperatures ranging from

37˚ to 42˚C (98˚–111˚F). The pools are kept at an average 

temperature of 29˚ C (84˚ F).

Thermal
swimming

pools
Saunas,

steambathsand showers

Hot tubs
and 

jacuzzi

Snoop-Around is a photo/interview website that visits creative people at 
their homes, work or studio spaces and brings you a unique view of their 
lives. Visit them at www.snoop-around.com



Sterna Travel - www.sternatravel.com - BSÍ Bus Terminal - (+354) 551 1166 - info@sternatravel.com

this year you can do something unique.
this is a photograph not a painting.

imagine how it looks in real life.
you can go there today.

kerlingarfjöll
iceland’s most powerful hotspring area

including the golden circle

Book today at www.sternatravel.com

Kerlingarfjöll Day Tour

Full day tour to the highlands where Kerlingarfjöll 
mountain resort awaits. Explore the uniqueness of 
this untouched highland patch; glacier parts and 
snowdrifts, passes and ravines, hot springs and still 
pools. In the afternoon we visit the famous golden 
circle: Geysir, Gullfoss and Thingvellir.

    English speaking guide24 000 isk
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Festival | Lunga 2012

A Breath Of Fresh Art In our nth annual LungA article, we find 
the event is still a pretty great one 

COLLABORATION BREAKDOWN

Returning to Seyðisfjörður for LungA 
was a bit like rediscovering the hand 
carved jewellery box grandma gave me 
a little too early in life; it remained beau-
tiful, but came with the realisation that 
it was perhaps initially under-appreciat-
ed. Now I took the time to observe the 
graceful interactions that defined its very 
existence, down to each etch, spring and 
screw. This time I sought to investigate 
the authentic process of each project 
and put into words the unique aura that 
encompasses LungA. 
 “Collaboration is the heart and soul 
of this festival,” commented founder and 
manager Björt Sigfinnsdóttir, discussing 
the essence of LungA. One hundred and 
thirty participants had spent the entire 
week toiling away on group projects 
using various modes of artistic expres-
sion, ranging from VJ-ing to fashion 
photography to instrument building and 
everything in between. Each workshop 
focused on a different medium for art 
and explored the act of reflexivity—turn-
ing outcomes back onto themselves 
and posing questions that led to further 
questioning, rather than answers. 

EpHEMERAL BALLOON JOURNEY 

Nearly every seat in the cinema was oc-
cupied by anxious chatter when Dark 
Matters took the stage as the first work-
shop on the agenda.  Boards of Canada 
accompanied the ‘Water Compilation,’ 
a series of abstract images of seaweed 
and wandering waterfalls with a morph-
ing geometric overlay.  Stuttering across 
the screen, the shots kept a downbeat 

tempo yet never veered into any sense of 
narrative or clarity.  The ‘Demon Compi-
lation’ was constituted by reds and dark-
er tones and unnerving images of worms 
and desolate landscapes, but continued 
using geometric shapes in the forefront, 
joining both pieces into a tribal-esque 
whole. 
 With only a moment for our eyes to 
adjust we were promptly instructed to 
follow the yellow balloon bearer to vari-
ous locations along Austurvegur and 
Hafnargata for a series of happenings 
by the workshop No Limit. Our first stop 
was at a large rock stationed right next 
to the LungA centre, where a girl was 
sprawled on top, clinging for dear life, 
while caressing it with gestures only 
Gollum could re-enact. Next, we were 
led to a rectangle quickly established by 
white ribbon, where two women stood, 
nipples protruding from the unforgiv-
ably chilly July afternoon, and heads 
fully scarved. They launched into a duet, 
movements decisive yet simple, working 
off each other like a chemical reaction. 
 Our journey eventually led us to 
an abandoned warehouse, where the 
Magic workshop and performance took 
place. Confused about what this Magic 
thing was, a participant sort of shrugged 
and told me “the magic of the moment, I 
guess.” Appreciation of the moment was 
something I could get behind, but what 
sort of performance could that possibly 
lead to? Two men stood waiting, com-
pletely decked out in waterproof attire 
and prepared to quest into the bitterly 
freezing water on a raft made by LungA’s 
very own magicians. Sent off with an ode 
from Edith Piaf, the audience cheered 
and waved as if this may be the last we 

saw of them. 
 Filing into the local church to watch 
The Expansions Of The Oscillators work-
shop was an immediate relief from the 
biting wind. Overcome with a warmth 
I had been yearning for the past few 
hours, I started to take in my surround-
ings: the cosy pews, the sky blue walls 
that seemed freshly painted, and a 
gaggle of young people holding an as-
sortment of indefinable instruments. 
“There’s been a lot of drilling, nailing, 
and screwing,” explained workshop 
leader Arnljótur Sigurðsson to kick off 
the ceremony. A low buzzing of laugh-
ter ensued, as his innuendo was seem-

ingly accidental.  The orchestra broke 
into song, easing their way in and out 
of intensity and finding and losing a 
groove in a jam band-y fashion. “All of 
the instruments were made from scraps 
we found dumpster diving,” explained 
Jóhann Kristinsson, “it’s illegal in Reyk-
javík, but not in Seyðisfjörður!” 

MADNESS IN THE METHOD

Of course one couldn’t entirely disregard 
the drunken bafoonery, debauchery, in-
dulgence—whatever one chooses to 
call it—that happens at LungA because 
frankly, it’s a reoccurring theme at the 

tiny festival. Saturday evening’s weather 
was less than ideal, with a snarling cold 
wind, consistently puttering rain, and 
temperatures my poor American flesh 
only has patience for in the dead of win-
ter. However, one puts these obstacles 
aside to attend the evening’s concerts, 
this year featuring headliner Retro Stef-
son. Claiming the stage at nearly mid-
night, the crowd was a hearty drunk and 
ready for a bit of enthusiasm. And that’s 
exactly what they provided, a series of 
fist pumping, jumping, and ass bump-
ing. Their control over the audience 
was obviously working for them, as my 
neighbours complained about my indif-
ference, but eventually I found myself 
head bobbing with my hips swaying, and 
forgetting about the vile taste of Kosken-
korva.
 In the end, perhaps that moment en-
capsulated exactly what I, and everyone 
who participated in LungA, were meant 
to learn: the process of letting go. Let-
ting go of expectations, letting go of do-
ing things one way, letting go of the past, 
of your usual routine, and just being en-
tirely present in each moment. 

Words
Melkorka Licea 

photo
Alísa Kalyanova

Rounding out their twelfth year of attracting art enthusi-
asts and novices alike, LungA still remains an arts festival 
to be experienced by all. Located in the small eastern town 
of Seyðisfjörður, with a population breaching 700 people, 
the town came alive for their annual week-long festival 
held this year during July 16–22. Following a week of guid-
ed workshops, the festival concluded with a mixture of 
performances, exhibitions, music shows and, of course, 
partying. 

THE NUMBER 1 MUSIC STORE 
IN EUROPE ACCORDING TO 

LONELY PLANET

SKÓLAVÖRÐUSTÍG 15, 101 REYKJAVÍK AND HARPA CONCERT HALL

Flights to Egilsstaðir provided by Air Iceland. Book flight at 
www.airiceland.is or call +354-5703000.



Reykjavík’s 
Largest
Shopping 
Centre
At Kringlan you will discover more than 150 
quality shops, a wide range of restaurants and 
services such as banks and a multiplex cinema. 
All major international brands are represented, 
as well as Icelandic designs and souvenirs.

Claim your tax-free cash 
refund at our service desk for 

a refund of up to 15% of the price.

Monday to Wednesday 10–18.30, Thursday 10–21, Friday 10–19, Saturday 10–18, Sunday 13–18

         Free rides to Kringlan 
Departures monday – saturday at 11 AM and  2 PM
from the Tourist Information Centre, Aðalstræti 2

classifieds.grapevine.is

Need to advertise your stuff? Your services? Your opinions?
Or do you need to buy stuff? Services? Opinions?

   

   We have a classifieds site for that. AND IT IS FREE!



WHALE
WATCHING
EXPRESS

TOURS
SPECIAL

Make the most 
of your day!

We 
offer free 

pick-up 
in the

Reykjavik
area!

Call us 
+354 892 0099
or book online
specialtours.is

HOW TO BOOK

Takesonly 2-2
hours

Spend more time whale 
watching and less time 
waiting.

„That was marvellous!
We saw many whales 
and dolphins. Fantastic.“
-Samantha

APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT OKT  

10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00  

 14:00 14:00 14:00 14:00 14:00  

  18:00 18:00 18:00

WHALE WATCHING TOURS

Music | KEXPort

My KEXpORT Adventure, Or: How I 
Learned To Love Icelandic Hip Hop   

As an employee of an independent radio station (KEXP in Se-
attle), I'm exposed to quite a lot of music, but there's something 
about the Icelandic music scene that is specifically hard to 
identify and impossible to ignore. Undoubtedly, there are great 
bands everywhere, in every continent, in the U.S., in Seattle, 
in other Nordic countries, but at least at our station we have 
yet to find anywhere with such a high concentration of tal-
ent and diversity. Maybe that's due to Iceland's compact size, 
the higher cultural value Icelanders place on education and 
the arts in general or, as RÚV Channel 2's Program Director, 
Ólafur Páll Gunnarsson, suggested, the weather. In Seattle, we 
too are overhung with dark winter days, the kind that encour-
age indoor activities like reading, painting or playing in a band, 
and that certainly contribute to our relatively high literacy rate 
as well. But even with Seattle's own storied musical past and 
wealth of great bands new and old, we are constantly aston-
ished by the quantity and quality of Iceland's bands.  
 And that's why our Seattle-based radio station has come 
back to Iceland for the past several years and has just last 
year conducted our very first broadcast outside of the United 
States in Reykjavík during the Iceland Airwaves festival last 
year. When our friends at the KEX Hostel, which hosted our 
broadcast, and whose name in conveniently similar to our 
own (though we spell out the letters individually), decided to 
throw a party in our shared name, we were thrilled. Sporting a 
marathon line-up of twelve bands in twelve hours, KEXPORT 
featured many artists that we've been fortunate to host, re-
cord or film over the years: Agent Fresco and Sudden Weather 
Change, the two very first bands we recorded back in 2009; 
Snorri Helgason, one of the few Icelandic artists we've been 
able to host at our station in Seattle; as well as Hjálmar, Só-
ley, Kiriyama Family, and The Heavy Experience, all bands we 
heard and recorded for the first time last year. And if there was 
said to be a headliner, it would have to have been Ghostigital, 
fronted by the venerable godfather of Icelandic punk, who also 
happened to be the host of the 2009 sessions we recorded at 
RÚV... and who kept calling us "kex-pee" (that's "biscuit-pee" 
for all of you non-Icelandic speakers). So for us, KEXPORT was 
the culmination of the times we've spent in Iceland, a bringing 
together of our accumulated friends, just as the party was a 
gathering of locals and their friends.   
 For me, though, the true pleasure of coming back to Ice-
land to represent KEXP at KEXPORT grew out of my anticipa-
tion of discovering even more new bands. I wasn't concerned 

that I hadn't yet heard four of the dozen bands scheduled for 
the party because I knew from experience that they would un-
doubtedly be good. Tilbury I had listened to repeatedly over the 
previous week, but was eager to hear how the moody Brit-pop 
influenced debut, "Exorcise," would translate live (brilliantly, 
of course). Human Woman and Dream Central Station were 
completely new to me and they certainly didn't disappoint ei-
ther. Human Woman seemed at first a comedy routine until the 
electronic duo of Gísli Galdur and Jón Atli Helgason launched 
into their captivating set of glitchy dance pop. Dream Central 
Station's reverbed rock reminded me of The Jesus & Mary 
Chain backing The Vaselines, it's a sound I personally prefer, 
but the biggest surprise for me was Úlfur Úlfur, a hip hop trio 
whose spot-on gesturing might be considered mere imitation 
if they hadn't managed to pour so much heart and energy into 
their performance. They were perhaps the biggest draw of the 
day. Why I was surprised, I don't know. I should have been 
around Icelandic musicians enough to realise that no mat-
ter how improbable the combination—last year for me it was 
Icelandic reggae—the musicianship, the display of talent, the 
unique and unquantifiable element that gives any genre per-
formed by Icelanders a uniquely Icelandic twist, would shine 
through. Just as Hjálmar last year proved to me that Ísland mu-
sic is island music, Úlfur Úlfur showed everyone at the hostel 
that hip hop's soul is universal.  
 I don't know what to expect from you next year, Iceland, but 
do I expect it will be one of the best things I've ever heard. 

Words
Jim Beckmann

photos
William Mirra

Icelandic reggae? Why not? Icelandic hip hop? You know it's going to be good. At least, 
I do now. If there's anything I've learned over four trips to Iceland, it's not to be surprised 
by the quality of Icelandic music, no matter what the genre. While there are many rea-
sons I'd like to be visiting Iceland, that's the one reason that keeps drawing me back. 

KEXP keep coming to Iceland, all the way from Seattle. 
That's pretty cool of them. 
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Travel | Kayaking

Arctic Adventures offers a kayaking 
tour of Hvalfjörður, a peaceful and pic-
turesque fjord about 40 minutes north 
of Reykjavík. Rowan, our genial and 
patient New Zealander kayak guide, 
took us out to a remote shelter by the 

water where the kayaks and wet suits 
were kept. At this point, I should point 
out to readers that as less-than-hot as 
Icelandic summers may be, you really 
shouldn’t wear too much for this trip—
the wet suit is plenty warm, to where 

even a shirt and a T-shirt under my gear 
made me pretty warm, especially while 
paddling.

DISCO JELLYFISH 
There was a review of safety proce-
dures, the most important tidbit being 
what to do in the event you capsize. 
This was not to be of concern today, 
though, as the wind was unnaturally 
still by Icelandic standards; the water 
like a vast plate of tarnished silver. Ide-
al, Rowan told us, for the trip we were to 
take—down a length of fjord coastline 
and back again.
 At this point, I figured alright, so 
this’ll probably be pretty leisurely to the 
point of boring. I was fortunately proven 
wrong. While the paddle down the fjord 
was nearly effortless, it was anything 
but boring. The fjord is teeming with 
life. Jellyfish (which I’m ashamed to ad-
mit, after living twelve years in Iceland, 

I had no idea lived anywhere near here) 
bobbed along the surface of the water. 
I have no idea what species they were, 
but Rowan called them “disco jellyfish” 
on account of their colour-changing 
ability. There were also puffins, numer-
ous starfish clinging to rocks (again, to 
my surprise), sea urchins, and a baby 
seal watched us cautiously but curi-
ously from a distance.
 We went ashore for lunch (sand-
wiches, juice and cookies—all delicious) 
and I asked Rowan about any of the 
dangers one might experience on such 
a trip. He considered it a moment, be-
fore remarking that sometimes groups 
get too spread out, and it becomes dif-
ficult to have people within shouting 
distance. Also, kayaking trips are can-
celled if winds are exceeded five metres 
per second.
 “Really?” I was incredulous. “That 
sounds like a strong breeze.”

 Rowan shrugged. “It is, but you’d 
be surprised.” Even the mildest winds 
across the water can make paddling 
not just challenging but also a bit risky—
paddle the wrong way, and you could 
get taken far from the group.”

A CONTEMpLATIVE ADVENTURE 
There was some socialising going on 
during lunch, but for the most part, this 
group of about a dozen were more or 
less content to paddle in relative si-
lence, taking in the stunning mountains 
and minutiae of wildlife around us. It 
was a contemplative adventure, one 
that quiets the internal, incessant dia-
logue, if only for a few moments.
 The wind speed on the way back 
was around four metres per second. I 
scoffed at this faint breath of a breeze 
as I got back into my kayak and began 
to paddle back—with a great deal more 
effort than before. I was puzzled. Surely, 
I must be doing something wrong here. 
Why is it taking all my power to move 
forward? Why is the group moving fur-
ther ahead of me, but the shore is get-
ting no closer? For some reason, I could 
not allow myself to be the last person 
to shore. I’m not competitive by nature, 
and it’s not like I have a reputation as 
a stellar athlete to uphold. It was more 
like a personal challenge, I guess, and 
one that ended up requiring focus, grim 
determination, and probably more than 
three hours of sleep beforehand.
 I did not reach the shore last, it 
turned out, but all I was thinking about 
on the moment was the magic stillness 
of the fjord’s world, and the adrena-
line rush I felt in bolting my way back 
through a zephyr that might as well 
have been a gale force wind for the 
challenge it presented.
 Ultimately, this kayaking tour is a 
good idea for non-athletes and out-
doorsy types alike who want to see Ice-
land’s natural world up close during a 
day trip. It’s well worth the experience, 
even if you won’t be bulleting through 
the whitewater. Sometimes, your great-
est thrills are all internal.   

Kayaking In Hvalfjörður: The Quiet Adventure

Tour offered by Arctic Adventures. Call 562-7000 or email 
info@adventures.is for booking and more information.

Words
Paul Fontaine

photo
Eli Petzold

When I was asked if I would be up for some kayaking, 
the image that immediately sprang to mind was plunging 
down frothing, rocky rapids, doing barrel rolls through 
deadly currents as I swatted aside electric eels and 
manta rays before rocketing off a steep waterfall, bel-
lowing my war cry while Van Halen’s ‘Panama’ played in 
the background at full volume. This is not the kayak trip I 
went on.
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our very best price is always online.
highly seductive  offers to all our destinations
iceland, greenland  or the faroe  islands

airiceland.is
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Travel | Hitchhiking

THUMBS Up Hitchhiking to Þjórshátíð

My friend Cory and I wanted to go to 
Þjórshátíð—a small festival or protest 
of sorts against existing plans to dam 
up the Þjórsá River and install power 
plants along it. The local community had 
organised a series of workshops and 
concerts to raise awareness of the irre-
versible damage that the damming proj-
ect would cause. The event's Facebook 
page promised stunning views, environ-
mental activism and lamb soup—enough 
to get us excited.
 But it wouldn't be so easy; we had no 
clue how we could get there. We weren't 
even sure where we were going. The 
festival's Facebook page gave us the 
unpronounceable name Gnúpverjahrep-
pur, but we didn't know if this was a re-
gion, town or hot dog stand. We knew 
no one else going (or anyone with a car 
to borrow), renting a car would be too 
expensive and buses (also expensive) 
would certainly not take us to the middle 
of nowhere. So, how could we get there? 
All of a sudden, the ironic thumbs-up 
gesture became a perfectly valid sug-
gestion. Besides, I had heard that hitch-
hiking was a safe and even somewhat 
reliable method of transportation in Ice-
land, so why not give it a try?

DETOUR: FLOWER SHOppING
Thumbs up on the edge of Route 1, we 
watch cars zoom by us for fifteen min-

utes. Some people wave at us or give us 
thumbs-up back—do they think it's fun-
ny? Not for a first-time hitchhiker. We're 
so close to giving up when a car finally 
pulls over: a couple in their 50s from 
Kópavogur, on their way to Hveragerði 
to buy flowers grown in one of the many 
geothermal-heated greenhouses there. 
They are more than willing to drive us 
past Hveragerði to Selfoss if we don't 
mind going flower shopping with them. 
So we drive through the otherworldly 
moss-covered fields as the wife names 
the hills and mountains until we descend 
into the greenhouse-lined roads of 
Hveragerði. As we pull into our drivers' 
favourite flower shop and get out of the 
car, I begin to feel a bit like an adopted 
nephew, out buying flowers with auntie.
 It's this aspect of hitchhiking that 
thrills me so much: temporarily glimps-
ing, even sharing, the life of a complete 
stranger. Had Cory and I driven this 
route, the hills along the road would have 
just been hills, but our drivers infused 
their own experience and stories into 
this otherwise anonymous landscape. 
And we certainly would not have gone 
flower shopping. Moreover, our driv-
ers go out of their way to help us: when 
we tell our drivers that we are going to 
Gnúpverjahreppur, they explain that it is 
the name of a whole region. “But we'll 
find someone in Selfoss who will know 

where you should go,” the wife says. We 
pull into a used bookstore in Selfoss and 
sure enough, the man at the counter 
knows people playing in the festival. He 
calls them and relays the directions to 
us: we're heading to a farm outside of 
Árnes.

NOWHERE INTO SOMEWHERE
It takes us a total of four cars to get 
us to the festival. The second driver is 

heading to Hella and agrees to drop 
us off where the Ring Road intersects 
with Route 30—a short distance from 
Selfoss. We make small talk, but this 
driver makes it clear that she doesn’t 
want to chitchat. Why she picked us up 
in the first place, I still don't know. Al-
though the ride is painfully quiet, I can't 
help but feel grateful. Our last two rides 
prove much more like our first ride. Both 
drivers are eager to chat about politics, 

history, the landscape. As we near the 
festival grounds, our final driver re-
veals that he grew up in this region. He 
points to a looming mountain across the 
Þjórsá River. “Mount Hekla,” he says, “It 
erupted when I was growing up here. 
We all came out on the porch and just 
watched.” 
 It seems to me then, beholding the 
immense open landscape, that we have 
come to the middle of nowhere. And yet, 
when I think more about this clichéd 
phrase, I realise that it was not a journey 
into nowhere at all. Our drivers' personal 
and historical narratives of the land-
scape between Reykjavík and Þjórsá 
transformed this unfamiliar nowhere 
into a somewhere. Although hitchhiking 
is certainly not the most practical way of 
getting around, it's been the most valu-
able method of transportation I've used 
here; the mountains, rivers and towns all 
come together into a living text of both 
history and everyday life.

Words
Eli Petzold
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As I walk up to the edge of the road, I'm filled with a 
feeling I can only identify as stage fright. I extend my arm 
and put my thumb up—a gesture I had only ever used 
humorously in the Southern California where I grew up, 
as an ironic punch line to the question, “And how are you 
going to get there?” In the States, hitchhiking was always 
taboo, the kind of thing my parents and their friends did 
"but that was back when things were safer." 
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"People think Iceland is just landscape; they don't think it's exotic. But it's very exotic. 
And for photographing people, it's fantastic. It's very alive, has great youth culture and 
great folkloric culture." Mary Ellen Mark is telling me about the joys of shooting in Ice-
land. But what makes the people so great to photograph? "Eccentricity, individuality," 
she says. 

Learning To photograph Iceland The fabled Mary Ellen Mark 
keeps returning

I could say the same about her. She has 
an ageless look despite her 72 years, 
like a wise Native American woman in a 
long-forgotten western. She also brings 
the ‘60s to mind, which makes sense, 
as that's when she became famous 
as a photographer documenting Viet-
nam War demonstrations, the women's 
liberation movement and transvestite 
culture. She has kept working as a pho-
tojournalist on the fringes of society, 
but she's also worked on movie sets, 
photographing everybody from Fellini 
to Coppola to Patrick Swayze. I found a 
beautiful picture of Swayze on her Face-
book page as well as a picture of her in 
the arms of Marlon Brando during the 
shooting of 'Apocalypse Now!' Mary El-
len is also renowned for her work with 
children—she has a way of photograph-
ing them in a fascinating, sans the usual 
saccharine sweetness.
 Her original fascination with Iceland 
was through working with local disabled 
children, which went on to become a 
book, 'Extraordinary Child'. And now 
she's here for the second year in a row 
to teach at an international workshop 
for photographers and students of pho-
tography. She's been hosting a similar 
workshop in Mexico for 20 years and 
says she "would love doing it for years 
here too." However, she's not optimistic 
about the prospect: "It's so expensive 
here. It would be great if it could be sub-
sidized in any way."

THE CHALLENGE 
Mary Ellen hosts the workshop along 
with her husband, filmmaker Martin Bell, 
and Icelandic photographer Einar Falur 
Ingólfsson, who has worked as both 
photographer and journalist at news-
paper Morgunblaðið and last year pub-
lished the book 'Án vegabréfs' ('Without 
A Passport'), a collection of travel stories 
and photographs. Einar Falur and Mark 
conduct the photography workshop 
together while Bell holds a filmmaking 
workshop. The students can choose 
their own subjects, but among a list of 
suggested subjects are music festivals, 
fishermen, a summer camp for disabled 
children, the Gay Pride parade, swim-
ming pools in Reykjavík, workers in a 
geothermal plant, a fish factory and a 
magnesium factory, the Blue Lagoon, 
Icelandic horses, and various landscape 
locations. "We send them out to pho-
tograph and then me and Effi [her pet 
name for Einar Falur] review the pictures 
and make suggestions. We send them 
out alone, I don't believe in groups," she 
says. And what is the main challenge in 
teaching students photography? "The 
challenge is not to mould them into 
yourself."
 Mary Ellen’s work is currently taking 
her all over the globe. She's working for 
a pharmaceutical company, taking pic-
tures of eye surgery in the Ukraine, also 
shooting in Africa and India. Next on the 
schedule is a visit to China. She says 
it's one of her favourite projects. "And 
they allow me to shoot the way I want 
to, which is rare for such a project," says 
Mary Ellen, who usually shoots in black 
and white. "It's more precise, more to 
the point," she tells me, while stressing 
that colour photography can certainly be 
very beautiful too. "And it's harder." 
 The workshop starts next week, cul-
minating in a show on August 3. We will 
pay them another visit before then and 
examine the results. To be continued.

Words
Ásgeir H. Ingólfsson 
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Dear Nanna, 
I’m a graphic designer and 

fashion blogger and I fell in love 
with Iceland on a recent trip. 
I’m thinking about moving to 
Reykjavik but I’m worried about 
getting a job. I’d really hate to 
work as a waiter or something. 
Can you introduce me to some-
one in media?
 Fashion Foodie

Dear Fashion Foodie, 
Introduce you to someone? What 
am I, the mayor? I have no power or 
influence and no one listens to me. 
Anyway, we have enough hipsters 
here, and our hipsters aren’t too 
good to wait tables, who do you 
think you are, exactly? Reykjavík 
has filled its quota. Please stay 
where you are. 

Best, 
Nanna

Dear Nanna, 
Why does Hard Fiskur, that 

dried fish, smell so bad? My 
mother brought me some from 
her visit to Iceland and even 
though it’s in a heavy plastic 
bag it’s stinking up my entire 
apartment!
 Fishy 

Dear Fishy, 
Your question exemplifies what I 
don’t understand about people. 
Why do you make your life worse 
than it has to be? You don’t like 
the smell of Hard Fiskur? Throw it 
away! Or eat it, what do I care? I 
can’t tell you why dried fish smells 
so bad, that’s a dilemma for science 
and I still can’t name a prime num-
ber above seven. But I can tell you 
that dried fish is an Icelandic staple 
because the drying preserves it for 
years. Which helped the poor Ice-
landers of yore stave off starvation. 

Bon Appetit Fishy,
Nanna

Dear Nanna, 
Why is there no good 

Mexican food in Iceland? I want 
a breakfast burrito. 
 Best, 
 Burrito Benny 

Dear Burrito Benny, 
My extensive experience eating 
Mexican food tells me that outside 
Mexico, it is very difficult to get 
a decent taco. Period.  A number 
of factors could be at play here. It 
could be a lack of access to proper 
spices.  Perhaps it is because of 
Iceland’s enforcement of health 
and safety regulations. Who can 
say? But I can tell you that there’s 
probably money to be made out of a 
burrito cart in central Reykjavik and 
if you build it, they will come. Or at 
least I will.
 In exchange for unveiling your 
true destiny, i.e opening a burrito 
cart, I expect a voucher for two bur-
ritos in my name. 

That is all. 
Nanna 

Don’t Ask Nanna 
July
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The Reykjavík Grapevine
Issue 11 — 2012 These photos were just published in a book by our former photo intern Ma-

roesjka Lavigne. It’s called ‘Ísland’ and you can get your hands on a copy by 
contacting her via email: maroesjkalavigne@gmail.com. 

Grænn Kostur  |  Skólavördustíg 8b  
101 Reykjavík | Sími: 552 2028
www.graennkostur.is

Opening hours:
Mon - Sat. 11:30 - 21:00
Sun. 13:00 - 21:00

The Green Choice
Premium Quality Vegetarian Food

• Vegetarian dishes
• Vegan dishes
• Bakes and soups
• Wholesome cakes
• Raw food deserts
• Coffee and tea

Grænn Kostur is the perfect downtown choice 
when you are looking for wholesome great tasting meals.

Vegetarian Dish of the Day
1.590 kr.

Head Of A Woman is a theatre group that features four female heads and two male heads from six different coun-
tries. All six heads are currently in Reykjavík and will premiere two plays at Norðurpóllinn on Sunday at 8 PM, fol-
lowed by another show the day after.

Six Minds, 59 Countries Theatre group Head Of A Woman 
premieres two plays in Reykjavík

It all started in London, where members 
of the group are pursuing a Masters 
degree in Advanced Theatre Practice. 
They were grouped together for a proj-
ect where they had to go to the Na-
tional Gallery to look for Degas' work, 
‘The Head Of A Woman.’ And that head 
seemed to fit. "It made us start thinking 
about heads, and then we liked working 
together so much we just kept doing it," 
the Icelandic head, Þórey Sigþórsdóttir, 
tells me. 
"We all have very different backgrounds 
and experiences in theatre, and we're of 
all ages, the youngest member is 23 and 
the oldest is 46. Most of us have mainly 
focused on directing, even if two of us 
started out as actors," she says. This 
entails that the plays in question have a 
total six directors. "It could be really easy 
to have just one tyrant,” Þórey says, “but 
we wanted to force ourselves to always 
find the third way. In that way we end up 
working with the language in a way none 
of us would ever do individually, it's so 
easy to always just work with what you 
know."
They ended up collaborating on their 
final project, 'Grey Matters: A Play for 
Six Brains,' which has already been per-
formed in London and Bratislava before 
making it to Reykjavík. The piece is an 
exploration of human community, where 
they attempt "to straddle the void be-
tween how we experience the world 
individually, and with/through other 
people—families, friends, society and the 
world at large. It considers the extent 
to which we truly understand, connect 
with or empathise with others, and how 
far our perceptions of other people exist 
merely in our own minds," as it says in 
the group’s press release. Adds Þórey: 
"Our manifesto is all about exploring 
the grey area; we wanted to play with 
the idea of entering people's minds and 
hearing their thoughts."
The travels on your CV
When I talked to Þórey, the group was in 
Bíldudalur in the Westfjords, rehearsing 

(and creating) the second play, 'curricu-
la vitae.' Latin buffs will notice the plural 
and they will also know that while it's 
something we usually throw in with our 
job applications it actually means "The 
course of a life"—or courses of life in the 
plural. And these courses can be found 
in the travels they've had.
"I wanted to get them to Iceland," Þórey 
says. "And then we started looking at 
travels and distances, absences, we 
started looking into where each of us 
had travelled, we made maps and built 
a database—behind that database there 
are lives." When it came to stripping all 
that information down, Þórey says they 
took inspiration from Umberto Eco's 
recent book, 'The Infinity Of Lists,' and 

in the end they ended with a list of 59 
countries, all the lands the members of 
the group had visited. "And we just work 
with that list, but in very different forms. 
People who have seen the rehearsals 
tell us that they take their own journeys 
while watching, make their own stories."
Þórey responds positively when I ask 
whether the groups own story will 
continue. "We've invested in a website 
domain for two years,” she says, “so 
we can't quit now. When we finish our 
studies next fall some of us will stay in 
London and some will go back home. 
But hopefully we can go for a residency 
in the other countries as well. The aim is 
to keep working together, but we don't 
really know where that will take us."

Words
Ásgeir H. Ingólfsson 

photo
Promo

Art | Theatre

"Not necessarily about the brain as such but I trained myself 
in going into other people’s brain, which was often mind-blow-
ing. I fantasized about being different people and sometimes 
managed to move out of my brain into the body. That was quite 
refreshing. I realised that the brain is a very busy place most of 
the time, and getting out of that traffic of thoughts is inspiring." 
Þórey Sigþórsdóttir (Iceland)

"I enjoyed re-examining both the mind-body connection, and 
how profoundly personal our own minds are. While there was 
nothing new about brains specifically, the journey of exploring 
this subject matter with five other minds opened up intriguing 
explorations that were all at once vulnerable, amusing,  
exciting, and philosophical. The mind, and the definition of 
'self', is an enigmatic topic that can sustain a plethora of 
creative adventures."
Geoffrey Ewert (Canada)

"Not psychologically or physiologically speaking, but I would 
say that the process of developing the work with this collection 
of people was wonderfully mind-opening, and so artistically 
and creatively I like to think that working on this play has 
enabled me to form new neuron-pathways." 
Melanie Grossenbacher (England/Switzerland)
 
"Not exactly about the brain itself, but through the working 
process we not only got to know each other more, but also 
how different people have different views toward the same 
thing because of different cultures." 
Dadiow Lin (Taiwan)
 

"The brain is an organ that has always fascinated me. I kept 
asking myself how much of my personality exists in my brain? 
And when do "I" end and my body begin? I don't think I can 
really answer these questions, but it seems impossible to stop 
asking them." 
Nohar Lazarovich (Israel)
 

"It has made me think a great deal about the extent to which 
we all exist in our own brains/minds as individuals, how dif-
ficult it makes that makes it for empathy and understanding to 
occur and how miraculous these phenomena really are." 
Jonathan Rogerson (Scotland)

(A question for everybody:)

Have you learned anything new about your 
brain—or brains in general—working on 
those plays?



Kjörgarður - Laugavegi 59 - Basement - www.herrafataverslun.comKjörgarður - Laugavegi 59 - Basement - www.herrafataverslun.com
Opening hours: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Monday - Friday, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday
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info@cheapjeep.is
+354 562 6555
Hverfisgata 89
101 Reykjavík

Every Day
Summer

08:00 - 22:00
Winter

09:00 - 18:00

www.cheapjeep.is

pAGE 22

Then Flosi says that his father has no 
beard and nobody can see whether 
he's a woman or a man. Skarphéðinn 
answers: "What are you saying? You, 
who let a giant in the Svínafell fuck 
you every ninth night."
Medieval Icelandic legends get catty and 
queer in Óttar Guðmundsson's 
new reading of the sagas.

pAGE 6

He labels the project damningly as 
"Hotel Godzilla," a modern archi-
tectural scar on a once picturesque 
townscape of small timber houses, in 
an area already crowded with hotel-
iers. "If I was a tourist going to Scot-
land I wouldn't dream of demanding a 
hotel on top of Edinburgh Castle."

Like a lot of people, Páll Óskar won't stand for a 
hotel in Ingólfstorg.

pAGE 28

“I’m a father of two girls [...]. My 
oldest was turning three and I didn’t 
want her growing up in a house 
where she felt she had to keep some 
sort of secret. I think that would be 
very unhealthy for her.”
kimono star/gogoyoko CEO Alison MacNeil 
used to be called Alex, and she was born a 
boy. Read about her transformation, the ups 
and downs, joys and challenges, in Rebecca 
Louder’s extensive interview 

pAGE 22

“That is not to say that xenopho-
bia and racism are not problems in 
Iceland, but it does suggest that the 
particulars of the Icelandic political 
landscape have made it harder for far 
right political parties to take root here 
than in other European countries.”
No Far Right in Iceland? Nope, no Far Right in 
Iceland.

pAGE 24

"Books like ‘The Hipster Handbook’ 
were always meant to poke fun at 
hipsters. But I never really took it as 
a joke. Or maybe I just didn't get it. 
I guess it always seemed too self-
celebratory and true to me.”
We hear bold and possibly damning confes-
sions from a real-life hipster (it's like we're not 
even trying any more). 

River Rafting 
on Hvítá River 
from 9.990 ISK
Nature is the Adventure!

Arctic Rafting offers rafting trips on the Hvítá River, only 10 minutes from the Geysir area. The 
trips start at 9.990 ISK and a variety of combination tours are availble every day. 

We can also pick you up from your hotel or hostel in Reykjavík. Call us on +354-571-2200, 
meet us at Laugavegur 11 at Fjallakofinn outdoor store or ask for us at your hotel or nearest 
tourist information center.

www.arcticrafting.com | info@arcticrafting.is | +354-571-2200 | Downtown Reykjavík Sales Office at Laugavegur 11

SightseeingCanoeingRafting Whale Watch ATVHorse Riding SnowmobileSuper-Jeep Hot Spring Swimming

For our very flexible schedule 
kindly consult our brochures  
or visit www.flybus.is
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Free WiFi Hotspot  
on board all  

Reykjavik Excursions 
coaches.

REykjAvÍk cITy REykjAvÍk kEF AIRPORT

FAsT, FREqUENT & ON scHEdUlE 
EvERy dAy OF THE WEEk. 
Book now: By calling 580 5400 • On www.flybus.is • At your reception
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LISTINGS

Do Your Duty. 
Show Your 

Pride.



Prescribing music 
with love for your 

live experience

How to use the listings
Venues are listed alphabetically by day. 
For complete listings and detailed 
information on venues or to add your 
own listing,
visit www.listings.grapevine.is

 27 FRI
Austur 

22:00 DJ Maggi
B5 

23:00 DJ Jay-O
Bakkus 

22:00 DJ Kúri
Café Rósenberg 

20:00 Svavar Knútur
Den Danske Kro

22:00 Live music
Dillon

22:00 My Brother Is Pale & Örför
English Pub 

22:00 Live music
Faktorý
 23:30 Francesca Lombardo 
Gamli Gaukurinn 

22:00 Live music
Glaumbar 

22:00 DJ Seth
Harpa 

17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song
Hressó 

 22:00 Laim Dudes Concert and  
 DJ Atli Már
Kaffibarinn 

23:00 Housekell
Lebowski Bar 

22:00 Live DJ
Ob La Di Ob La Da

22:00 Live music
Prikið 

00:00 DJ Danni Deluxe
Vegamót 

22:00 DJ Símon

 28 SAt
Austur 

22:00 DJ Danni Deluxe
B5 

23:00 DJ Einars
Bakkus 

22:00 KGB
Bar 11 

21:00 Vintage Caravan & Wicked 
Strangers

Café Rósenberg 
20:00 Júlí Gæðablóð

Den Danske Kro
22:00 Live music

Dillon
22:00 Hellvar

English Pub 
22:00 Live music

Faktorý
19:00 RVK Soundsystem‚ reggae 
takeover
23:00 Ojba Rasta and Amaba 
Dama plus RVK Soundsystem 
Reggae Party

Gamli Gaukurinn 
22:00 Live music

Glaumbar 
22:00 DJ Seth

Hallgrímskirkja 
12:00 Eyþór Ingi Jónsson organ 
concert

Harpa 
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song

Hressó
22:00 Hunang with DJ Atli Már

Kaffibarinn 
23:00 DJ Margeir a.k.a Jack 
Schidt

Lebowski Bar 
22:00 Live DJ

Ob La Di Ob La Da
22:00 Live music

Prikið 
22:00 DJ Krúsi

Skógar Folk Museum 
14:00 Jazz festival

M U SI C
concerts & nightlife  in July & August

Vegamót 
22:00 DJ Jónas

 29 Sun
Den Danske Kro

22:00 Live music
English Pub 

22:00 Live music
Faktorý 

21:30 Live jazz
Harpa 

17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song
Hallgrímskirkja 

17:00 Eyþór Ingi Jónsson organ 
concert

Lebowski Bar 
22:00 Live DJ

Ob La Di Ob La Da
22:00 Live DJ

 30 MOn
Den Danske Kro

22:00 Live music
English Pub 

22:00 Live music
Harpa 

17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song
Kaffibarinn 

22:00 DJ Pilsner
Lebowski Bar 

22:00 Live DJ

 31 tuE
Bakkus 

22:00 DJ Katla 
Café Rósenberg 

20:00 Grímur Helgason
Den Danske Kro

22:00 Live music

English Pub 
22:00 Live music

Kaffibarinn 
22:00 Símon FKnHnDSM

KEX Hostel 
20:30 Live jazz

Lebowski Bar 
22:00 Live DJ

  1  WED
Bakkus 

22:00 Einar Sonic
Café Rósenberg 

20:00 Grímur Helgason
Den Danske Kro

22:00 Live music
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London Beats Come To Town
Francesca Lombardo

Faktorý

July 27 – 23:30

Free

Let’s face it – as much as we love them, it’s usually the same old faces spin-
ning tracks early into the weekend morning. Faktorý is changing that on July 27. 
Francesca Lombardo, a young, London-based DJ, will fuse infectious beats with 
euphoric melodies at the club that the Grapevine called the best all-around bar of 
2012. It’s a combination worth savouring, so dance the night away.

Francesca, inspired by bands like Depeche Mode and Aphex Twin, has found 
her place around the turntable, but she’s also a classically trained pianist – a 
double threat that makes her tracks pop. She’s also made her way, not in the 
London Underground, but in London’s underground club scene, taking the stage 
next to big artists like Sven Vath, Agoria and Tobi Neumann. Her first EP is soon to 
drop. CW

www.harp
a.is

 

RegulaR guided TouRs – daily
Weekdays at 15.30.  
Price 1500 ISK (Around 10 Euros)
Weekends at 11.00 and 15.30.  
Price 1500 ISK (Around 10 Euros)

guided TouRs Packages
Book a tour package for small or large groups
All tours can be booked at the box office desk,
at tours@harpa.is
or via telephone +354 528 5009
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VisiT HaRPa. Take a guided tour of the 
building and peak behind the scenes. Enjoy the 
glass facade, elegant halls and different floors 
of genius design. 

harpa is definitely a must-see on any Iceland 
travel agenda.



M U SI C
concerts & nightlife  in July & August

English Pub 
22:00 Live music

Hallgrímskirkja 
12:00 Concert with the chamber 
choir Schola Cantorum

Harpa 
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song

Kaffibarinn 
22:00 HalliValli

Lebowski Bar 
22:00 Live DJ

Prikið
22:00 Dungeon Massive

  2  tHu
Bakkus 

22:00 these Fists
Café Rósenberg 

20:00 Árstíðir
Culture House 

20:00 Chamber music concert
Den Danske Kro

22:00 Live music
English Pub 

22:00 Live music
Faktorý

22:00 DJ Solaris Sun Glaze
Glaumbar 

22:00 Copy/Paste
Hallgrímskirkja 

12:00 Organ concert with Sigrún 
Magna Ðórsteinsdóttir

Harpa 
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song

Lebowski Bar 
22:00 Live DJ

Ob La Di Ob La Da
22:00 Live music

Prikið
22:00 Breakbeat.is

Vegamót
22:00 DJ Gunni

  3  FRI
Austur 

22:00 Austur DJ
B5 

23:00 DJ Jay-O 
Bakkus 

22:00 DJ Plan B
Café Rósenberg 

20:00 Gylfi, Rúnar, Megas
Den Danske Kro

22:00 Live music
English Pub 

22:00 Live music
Faktorý

22:00 DJ Benni B Ruff (down-
stairs)
22:00 World narcosis, Muck, At 
Dodge City, two tickets to Ja-
pan (upstairs)

Glaumbar 
22:00 Live DJ

Harpa 
17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song

Iðnó
20:00 Innipúkinn Festival

Kaffibarinn 
23:00 DJ Casanova

KEX Hostel 
16:00  Innipúkinn Festival off-
venue shows

Lebowski Bar 
22:00 Live DJ

Ob La Di Ob La Da
22:00 Live music

Prikið
00:00 DJ Árni

Vegamót
22:00 DJ Simon

  4  SAt
Austur 

22:00 Austur DJ
B5 

23:00 DJ Simon
Bakkus 

22:00 DJ Dauði
Café Rósenberg 

20:00 Gylfi, Rúnar, Megas
Den Danske Kro

22:00 Live music
English Pub 

22:00 Live music
Faktorý

23:00 DJ Stef
Gamli Gaukurinn 

20:00 Geirmundur Valtýsson and 
orchestra

Glaumbar 
22:00 DJ Chyppie

Welcome to the Metal Faktorý
Muck, At Dodge City, Two Tickets To Japan, World Narcosis,

Faktorý

August 3 – 22:00

It’s like a mini-Eistaflug! Except, instead of a three-day affair of metal and hardcore throbbing inside the east fjords, the sounds 
of four metal bands will pulsate for one night amid the bustling streets of Reykjavík. The ground may crumble from the onset of 
moshing likely to shake the the small Smiðjustígur block, but at least it’ll be for a good cause-a bounty full of rock.

The headliner here is undoubtedly Muck. The band, which hails from Reykjavík, earned a rave Grapevine review for their 
latest album “Slaves,” which introduces a sound usually foreign to metal audiences: a twangy guitar. But their uniqueness has 
created an album with a quality that’s hard to beat. They rocked Eistnaflug in July, and will now look to take over Faktorý. Full 
throttle. CW

Taste the freshness  
of a farmer’s market
Housed in one of the city’s oldest buildings, Fish 

Market uses ingredients sourced directly from 
the nation’s best farms, lakes, and sea to create 

unforgettable Icelandic dishes with a modern twist.

AÐALSTRÆTI 12   |   +354 578 8877   |   FISHMARKET.IS

2008

      GO LIST

OPEN FOR LUNCH WEEKDAYS 11:30 - 14:00 
OPEN EVERY EVENING 18:00 - 23:30

www.nautholl.is www.facebook.com/nautholl nautholl@nautholl.is tel.: 599 6660

we are
#10 of 120
restaurants in Reykjavik A
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M U SI C
concerts & nightlife in July & August

Hallgrímskirkja 
12:00 Organ concert with Wil-
libald Guggenmos

Kaffibarinn 
23:00 these Fists

KEX Hostel 
16:00 Innipúkinn Festival off-
venue shows

Lebowski Bar 
22:00 Live DJ 

Ob La Di Ob La Da
22:00 Live music

Prikið
00:00 DJ Addi Intro

Vegamót
22:00 DJ Símon

  5  Sun
Austur 

22:00 Austur DJ
Bakkus 

22:00 Hunk of a Man
Den Danske Kro

22:00 Live music
English Pub 

22:00 Live music
Faktorý

21:30 Live jazz
Glaumbar 

22:00 DJ Krúsi
Hallgrímskirkja 

12:00 Organ concert with Willild 
Guggenmos

Kaffibarinn 
23:00 Alfons X

KEX Hostel 
16:00 Innipúkinn Festival off-
venue shows

Lebowski Bar 
22:00 Live DJ

Ob La Di Ob La Da
22:00 Live DJ

Prikið 
00:00 DJ Crazyness

Vegamót
22:00 DJ Símon

  6  MOn
Hallgrímskirkja 

12:00 Concert with the chamber 
choir Móttetukór Hallgrímskirju

Kaffibarinn 
22:00 DJ Pilsner

KEX Hostel 
16:00 Innipúkinn Festival off-
venue shows

Lebowski Bar 
22:00 Live DJ

Prikið 
22:00 DJ the third

  7  tuE
Bakkus 

22:00 DJ Katla
Café Rósenberg 

20:00 Júpiters and Jensen
Den Danske Kro

22:00 Live music
English Pub 

22:00 Live music
Harpa 

17:00 Pearls of Icelandic Song
Kaffibarinn 

22:00 Easy Pete 
KEX Hostel 

20:30 Live jazz
Lebowski Bar 

22:00 Live DJ
Nordic House

18:00 Reykjavík Queer Choir
Prikið 

22:00 House DJ

Finally, An Indoor Festival!
Iðnó, Vonarstræti 3

3,000 ISK for each concert, or 5,500 ISK for a festival pass

Music festival season is still upon us in these long summer days. But if you’re tired of long drives to the middle of nowhere, 
rocking out in your lopapeysa and crashing in a tent, there’s a more urban music festival coming up on Merchants’ Weekend, 
the first weekend of August! Innipúkinn festival, now in its 11th year, was originally founded as an alternative to the typical 
festivities associated with this public holiday. While many Icelanders hit the roads, pitch tents and drink moonshine in the 
countryside, Innipúkinn keeps the revelries in 101 (in fact, their logo is an image of a tent crossed out with a red line). 

From August 3 to 5, Iðnó theatre by Reykjavík's pond will play host to a series of concerts and festivities. The line-up is 
jam-packed with favourites: from multitasking extraordinaire Dr. Gunni, part-time music reviewer, part-time gameshow host 
and full-time punk to up-and-coming folk sensation Ásgeir Trausti. Also featured are Ojba Rasta, Tilbury, Borko, Prinspóló, 
Moses Hightower, Oculus, Úlfur Úlfur, Mammút, Jónas Sigurðsson, Just Another Snake Cult, comedienne Anna Svava, Lay 
Low and Kiriyama Family. Stay tuned to the festival’s Facebook page to find out about other artists and events yet to be an-
nounced! With promises of barbecues, happy hours and quizzes, there ain’t no reason to even think about hitting the road for 
this weekend! EJP

  8  WED
Bakkus 

22:00 DJ Rafla
Café Rósenberg 

20:00 Viggó and Víoletta
Den Danske Kro

22:00 Live music
English Pub 

22:00 Live music
Gamli Gaukurinn 

22:00 In Siren album release 
concert

Hallgrímskirkja 
12:00 Concert with the chamber 
choir Schola cantorum

Kaffibarinn 
21:00 Extreme Chill: If You Fall 
You Fly, Beatmakin troopa, En-
kídú, Árni Vector

Lebowski Bar 
22:00 Live DJ

Prikið
22:00 DJ Benni B Ruff

Salurinn 
20:00 Strengjasveitin Skark



M U SI C
concerts & nightlife in July & August

Sirens Start To Wail
In Siren album release concert

Gamli Gaukurinn

August 8 – 22:00

Free

Frantic violins and clawing voices will 
sound out through Gamli Gaukurinn 
when Reykjavík-based In Siren debut 
the songs off their new album “In 
Between Dreams.” The progressive-
metal band is not necessarily new to 
the stage – they formed in 2007 – but 
their prog sound is unique among 
Icelandic bands. In their new album, 
released through internet vendor 
Gogoyoko, they tackle that sound 
unabated, melding jazz and metal 
influences into eight songs of rock 
magic. They’ll play each song off the 
album in the release concert.

For In Siren, the road to “In 
Between Dreams” was rocky. The 
album was delayed two years after 
the band’s bass player Erling Baldurs-
son lost a finger in a work-related 
accident and one crowd broke out in 
a brawl during a gig, injuring another 
band member. CW

  9  tHu
Bakkus 

22:00 narko nilkovsky
Café Rósenberg 

20:00 Fanney 
Den Danske Kro

22:00 Live music
English Pub 

22:00 Live music
Glaumbar 

22:00 DJ Chyppi
Hallgrímskirkja 

12:00 Organ concert with Haukur 
Guðugson

Háskólabió Cinema
20:00 Gay Pride opening 
ceremony concert 

Kaffibarinn 
21:00 HúsDJús

Lebowski Bar 
22:00 Live DJ

Prikið 
22:00 DJ Andri Gay Latino Man

Vegamót
22:00 DJ Jói

101 Hótel
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00, 50 
percent off all drinks.

B5
Every day from 16:00 to 22:00, beer 
and wine for 550 ISK.

Bar 11
Every day from 15:00 to 22:00, 2 for 1 
beer for 700 ISK and shots.

Barónspöbb
Every day from 14:00 to 19:00, beer 
for 500 ISK.

Bjarni Fel
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00, 2 for 1 
beer for 890 ISK.

Boston
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00, 2 for 1 
beer for 850 ISK.

Celtic Cross
Weekdays from 17:00 to 20:00, 2 for 1 
beer for 800 ISK.

Den Danske Kro
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00, 2 for 1 
beer for 850 ISK and wine for 950 ISK.

Dillon
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00, 2 for 1 
beer for 850 ISK.

Dubliner
Weekdays from 11:30 to 19:00, 2 for 1 
beer for 800 ISK.

Esja
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from 
17:00 to 19:00, all drinks half price: 
beer for 600 ISK, wine for 40% off.

Hemmi Og Valdi
Every day from 12:00 to 20:00, draft 
beer for 550 ISK.

Hilton Hotel Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00, 2 for 1 
beer for 950 ISK.

Hótel 1919
Every day from 17:00 to 20:00, 2 for 
1 beer for 850 ISK and wine for 1290 
ISK.

Hótel Holt Gallery Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00, beer 
for 475 ISK, wine for 575 ISK, cham-
pagne and cocktails half off.

Hótel Plaza Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00, beer 
for 500 ISK.

Kaffi Zimsen
Every day from 16:00 to 20:00, large 
beer and shot for 500 ISK.

Kolabrautin
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00, beer 
for 450 ISK, wine for 525 ISK.

Lebowski Bar
Every day from 16:00 to 19:00, 2 for 1 
beer for 850 ISK and wine for 900 ISK.

Micro Bar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00, 500 ISK 
for a draft beer.

Ob-La-Di Ob-La-Da
Beer fr 500 ISK and Jakob Steiner 
Schnapps for 500 ISK.

Prikið
Weekdays from 16:00 to 20:00, 2 for 
1 beer for 690 ISK.

Slippbarinn
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00, 50% 
off beer and wine.

Stofan
Every day from 17:00 to 20:00, beer 
for 500 ISK and wine for 600 ISK.

Úrilla Górillan
Half off beer and cocktails on Fridays 
and Saturdays from 21:00 to 23:00.

Þingholtsbar
Every day from 17:00 to 19:00. All 
drinks are half off, all drinks half off: 
beer for 400 ISK, wine for 550 ISK.

A list of EvEry HAppy Hour in 101

Check out our new Appy 

Hour app. It is free and will 

make your life easy! Get it on 

the Android market and the 

iTunes store

THE FRESHEST FISH ....AND IDEAS!

SKÓLAVÖRÐUSTÍGUR 14 - 101 REYKJAVÍK - 571 1100

After years of study,
strings of awards and
having led kitchens of
some of Reykjavík’s most 
esteemed restaurants,
Gústav still sees him
self as just a kid from
up north, with a life-
time passion for fish.

Suðurgata 41 · 101 Reykjavík · Tel. +354 530-2200 · www.natmus.is

The country’s largest 

museum of cultural 

history featuring a 

permanent exhibition on 

Iceland’s extraordinary 

history from settlement 

to present day. 

Opening hours: 

Summer

(May 1st – September 15th) 
Daily 10–17 

Winter

(September 16th – April 30th) 
Daily except Mondays 11–17 

National Museum of Iceland



Cocktail pleasures and 
Visual stimulation

How to use the listings: Venues are 
listed alphabetically by day. For complete 
listings and detailed information on 
venues visit www.grapevine.is
Send us your listings: listings@grapevine.is

  » |OPEnInGS 
AnD EVEntS
Nordic House 

July 28 Drop by Drop
Drawn from more than 3,500 
submissions, this exhibitions 
displays 20 print ads which deal 
with the problems surrounding 
water shortage as well as ads that 
promote resource efficiency.

Kingdom Within Tattoo Studio
Gallery

July 28, 15:00, 80% Endurunnið 
(80% Recycled) 
Icelandic native Ægis Þórs 
Þórðarsonar brings his art to the 
Kingdom Within Tattoo Studio 
Gallery at Slólavörðustígur 21a. The 
opening features a performance 
from two members of the musical 
act Cult of the Secret Samurai. 
Ægis plans on getting up to several 
impulsive performances during the 
opening.

Living Art Museum
July 28 Delicate Luggage II
The Living Art Museum pays 
tribute to Níels Hafstein, one of the 
museum’s founders and an overall 
prominent figure in the Icelandic art 
scene.
Runs through September 9

Reykjavík Art Museum
July 31, 8:30 Viðey Art Walk
The Reykjavík Art Museum 
guides this tour of the various art 
installations on the nearby island 
of Viðey - particularly Yoko Ono’s 

“Imagine Peace Tower” and Richard 
Serra’s “Standing Stone - Nine 
Locations.” Ferries leave from 
Skarfabakki at 18:15 and 19:15 and a 
return journey leaves at 22:00.

Hafnarhús (Reykjavík Art 
Museum) 

August 2, 17:00 the Demented 
Diamond of Kling & Bang’s Con-
fected Video Archive
The Confected Video Archive 
comprises video works, 
performance documentations and 
films by more than 60 artists. These 
are woven into a “mild delirium with 
lucid intervals” – the Demented 
Diamond and put on display.

Gallerí Dvergur
August 3, 19:00 Mapping 10 
Minutes
A video installation by German 
artists Susanna Brenner and Felix 
Ritter’s video installation, which is 
an attempt to connect Mercatorplein, 
a town square in Amsterdam, with 
its namesake, the cartographer 
Gerardus Mercator who turned 500 
earlier this year. It will also run on 
August 4 and 5 from 18:00 to 20:00.

Reykjavík City Library
August 7, 17:00 Marilyn and Greta
An exhbition of drawings by poet 
Kristín Ómarsdottir to kick off Reyk-
javík Gay Pride.

Bio Paradis Cinema
August 7, 19:30 Hrafnhildur
The premiere of a documentary film 
by Ragnildur Steinunn Jónsdóttir.

Reykjavík City Hall
August 8 Bringing Out the Past
A display of photos from the last 
(and first) 12 years of Reykjavík Gay 
Pride.

Harpa
August 8, 21:00 Zoe Lyons Stand-
up Show
Comedian Zoe Lyons, named one 
of 101 most influential gays and 
lesbians in Britain by The Indepen-
dent, the will perform in Iceland for 
the first time, 

A R T
in July & August

    

  » |OnGOInG
The Culture House 
 Medieval Manuscripts Eddas 
    and Sagas 
 It includes principal medieval manu-

scripts, such as Codices Regii of the 
Poetic Edda, Prose Edda, law codices 
and Christian works, not forgetting the 
Icelandic Sagas. 

 On permanent view 
 Child of Hope - Youth and Jón
 Sigurósson 
 Exploring the life of Icelandic national 

hero Jón Sigurjónsson, made espe-
cially accessible to children, families 
and school groups.

 On permanent view
 Millennium - phase one 
  A selection of pieces from the collec-

tion of the National Gallery displaying 
a variety of works by Icelandic artists 
in the last two centuries.

 On permanent view
  the Library Room 
 The old reading room of the National 

Library displays books of Icelandic 
cultural history dating from the 16th 
century to the present day. Works 
include the oldest published versions 
of the Sagas, Edda Poems and more.

 On permanent view
 Watercolours by Olivier Manoury
 Olivier Manoury's watercolours are on 

display in the Culture House's shop 
and café. The painter traveled Iceland 
and captured his impressions in 
aquarelle paintings. The works are 

 for sale. 
 Runs until September 1

The Einar Jónsson Museum 
 The museum contains close to 300 

art works spanning a 60-year career: 
carvings from the artist's youth, 
sculptures, paintings and drawings. A 
beautiful tree-clad garden adorned 
with 26 bronze casts of the artist's 
works is located behind the museum.

 On permanent view

Embracing A Geological Reality
Moved by Iceland 

Runs until Aug. 14 

Free

Skörin

Iceland is the world’s largest volcanic island. While many of its peaks are blanketed 
with still layers of snow and ice, red-hot magma burbles underneath, slowly churn-
ing and at sporadic points oozing forth from volcanoes and creating new land. From 
the surface, the world can seem quite peaceful and motionless, but our planet is 
very much alive, shifting us around slowly and hiding a fiery truth. 

Artist Unnur Óttarsdottir has embraced this geological reality of the natural 
world in her craft. The Icelandic native features prominently Icelandic lava, once 
viscous fire-stuff inside the bowels of the earth, in her works. Some of Unnur’s 
pieces utilise wool as well, which are meant as a reference to the warmth required 
to surround and capture the raw energy of the earth: the point being to channel it 
harmoniously in directions that reflect what we as people are and what we desire 
from life. The very energy below our feet must affect us as we walk on this nascent, 
blossoming planet. 

Unnur takes small pock-marked rocks from Iceland’s old lava fields and binds 
them with various types and colours; the results range from earrings to necklaces 
to displays. 

To see how Unnur has conveyed herself in this process, visit Skörin at Aðal-
stræti 10. BWIce fresh seafood

– to satisfy your senses

OPEN FROM
11:30 - 14:00

LUNCH

Mon. - Fri.

OPEN EVERY DAY FROM
17:30

DINNER

www.rub23.is

RUB23 | Aðalstræti 2 | 101 Reykjavík
Phone: +354 553 5323 | reykjavik@rub23.is

RUB23 |  Kaupvangsstræti 6 | 600 Akureyri
Phone: +354 462 2223 | rub23@rub23.is

ACTION  
INTERMEDIATE

THE NARRATIVE COLLECTION
            2011-2012

Seyðisfjörður - East Iceland   Open daily 12.00-22.00

WWW.SKAFTFELL.IS

RE-

The West Wall Gallery + 
The Bookshop-projectspace

The Collection Center 
Main exhibition space

Summer Exhibition Series 2012 

Reykjavík Literally
A Guided Walking Tour

Join us for a fun introduction to 
Icelandic literature, with a bit of 
history mixed in. This 90 min. 
walk  is at an easy pace and suits 
everyone. Starts at Reykjavik City 
Library in Tryggvagata 15.  
Free of charge. 

Reykjavik City Library 
www.literature.is
Tel. 411 6100

Every Thursday in July and August at 5 pm.



A R T
in July & August

Art | Venue finder

ARt67
Laugavegur 67 |  F7
Mon - Fri 12 - 18 / Sat
12 - 16

ASÍ Art Museum
Freyugata 41  |  H6
Tue–Sun 13–17

Árbæjarsafn
Kistuhylur 4

the Culture House
Hverfisgata 15  |  E5
Open daily 11–17
www.thjodmenning.is

the Einar Jónsson  Museum
Eiriksgata  |  G6
Tue–Sun 14–17
www.skulptur.is

Gallerí Ágúst
Baldursgata 12  |  G5
Wed–Sat 12–17
www.galleriagust.is

Gallerí Fold
Rauðarástígur 14-16  |  G8
Mon–Fri 10–18 / Sat 11–16 / Sun 
14–16
www.myndlist.is

Kaolin 
Ingólfsstræti 8  | F4

Gallerí Kling & Bang
Hverfisgata 42  |  E6
Thurs–Sun from 14–18
this.is/klingogbang/

Ásgrimur Jónsson Museum
Bergstaðastræti 74
Mon-Fri through Sept. 1

Gerðuberg Cultural Centre
Gerðuberg 3-5
Mon–Thu 11–17 / Wed 11–21 / Thu–
Fri 11–17 / Sat–Sun 13–16
www.gerduberg.is

Hitt Húsið 
 Gallery Tukt
Pósthússtræti 3-5  |  E4
www.hitthusid.is

i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16  |  D3
Tue–Fri 11–17 / Sat 13–17 and by 
appointment. www.i8.is

Living Art Museum
Skúlagata 28 |  E7
Wed, Fri–Sun 13–17 / Thu 13–22. 
www.nylo.is

Hafnarborg
Strandgata 34, 
Hafnarfjörður 

Mokka Kaffi
Skólavörðustígur 3A |  E5

the national Gallery of Iceland
Fríkirkjuvegur 7  |  F4
Tue–Sun 11–17
www.listasafn.is

 the national Museum
Suðurgata 41  |  G2
Open daily 10–17
natmus.is

the nordic House
Sturlugata 5  
Tue–Sun 12–17

Restaurant Reykjavík
Vesturgata 2 |  D3

Reykjavík 871+/-2
Aðalstræti 17  |  E3
Open daily 10–17

Reykjavík Art Gallery
Skúlagata 30  |  F9
Tuesday through Sunday 14–18

Reykjavík Art Museum
composed of 

Hafnarhús 
Tryggvagata 17 | D3
Open 10-17
Thursday 10 - 20

Kjarvalsstaðir
Flókagata 24
Open 10 - 17

Ásmundarsafn
Sigtún
Open 10 - 17
More info on
www.listasafnreykjavikur.is

Reykjavík City Library
Tryggvagata 15  |  D3
Mon 10–21, Tue–Thu 10–19, Fri 
11–19, Sat and Sun 13–17
www.sim.is/Index/Islenska/Artotek

Reykjavík Maritime Museum
Grandagarður 8  |  B2

Reykjavík Museum of Photog-
raphy
Tryggvagata 16  |  D3
Weekdays 12–19 / Sat–Sun 13–17 - 
www.ljosmyndasafnreykjavikur.is 

Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum
Laugarnestangi 70

SÍM
Hafnarstræti 16 | E4
Mon-Fri 10-16

Skörin
Aðalstræti 10 

Spark Design Space
Klapparstígur 33 |  F5
www.sparkdesignspace.com

NÝLÓ Celebrates Its Papa
Living Art Museum (NÝLO), Skúlagata 28

Opening: July 28, 14:00; runs until September 9

Free

Nýlistasafnið, NÝLÓ, The Living Art Museum is paying tribute to one of the figures 
who made it alive in the first place! ‘Delicate Luggage II,’ a new exhibit, celebrates 
the work of Níels Hafstein, one of the museum’s founders and an overall prominent 
figure in the Icelandic art scene. In addition to the Living Art Museum, Níels found-
ed and runs the Icelandic Folk and Outsider Art Museum near Akureyri. Spanning 
two decades of the Níels’ career, “Delicate Luggage II” juxtaposes his recent works 
with older ones in an attempt to give an overall view of the artist’s practise. Níels’ 
works are mostly sculptural; his materials are utilitarian and technological. He likes 
to work within meticulous structures, like a poet bound by metre; the poetry arises 
from the flourishes within the predetermined system. Stay tuned to the Living Art 
Museum’s website www.nylo.is for information on related events and lectures. EJP

Hafnarborg
 House Project, Second House and 

third House
 This exhibition by Icelandic artist 

Hreinn Friðfinnsson compiles his older 
and his newer work. The focus is on 
the history of an old house in the lava 
fields south of Hafnarfjörður.

 Runs until August 19
the Last Abstraction
The exhibition of abstract paintings 
celebrates the wide-ranging work of 
one of Iceland's earliest modernists, 
Eiríkur Smith. 
Runs until August 19

Harpa
How to Become Icelandic in 60 
Minutes
Join us for a comical theatre 
performance about all kinds of 
aspects of Icelandic culture. If 
you're sick of feeling like a tourist 
everywhere you go, this show is for 
you. Tickets are 3,900 ISK and Harpa 
hosts two to three shows per week in 
the Kaldalón or Norðurljós halls. 

 Ongoing
Iceland Expo Pavilion
One component of the 2010 World 
Expo in Shanghai, a cube lined with 
canvas, projecting a video of Icelandic 
nature on each side and above the 
viewer, is now available for the first 
time to the Icelandic public. The 
fifteen-minute film was recorded at 
five angles, four of the RED cameras 
recording simultaneously, hooked 
onto planes and helicopters flying 
over the Icelandic wilderness.

 Runs through August 6

• 456 5552

info@theviking.is
 www.theviking.is



Places We Like

Café Rósenberg

A cosy, candlelit live music venue that has 
something to offer every single night, ranging 
from rock to jazz to poetry. You name it, they 
got it.

Klapparstígur 25
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Kaffifélagið

There is coffee, and then there is coffee. 
The kind that makes your mouth foam 
with delight at the mere thought of it. The 
kind that can wake you up from a horrible 
day's slumber, instantaneously drying your 
snow-wet feet. Kaffifélagið may be small, but 
it more than makes up for it in quality and 
atmosphere.  Take your coffee to go or drink 
your espresso at the bar.

Skólavörðustígur 10
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1 Hressó

You know, Hressó is basically the only place 
I go for coffee. Why? Their coffee is decent 
to excellent, but their forte is surely their 
wonderful patio, where you can enjoy the 
spring breeze in the sun, wrap yourself 
in a blanket beneath an electric heater in 
January and at all times: smoke. 

Austurstræti 20 
 

Humarhúsið 

One of the oldest restaurants in the country, 
the lobster house is renowned for its lobster 
and also its impressive cognac lounge. Fine 
intimate dining.

Amtmannstígur 1

2

Ghandi

If you think Iceland has nothing to offer 
in the way of Indian food, then you’d 
be pleasantly surprised to know about 
Gandhi, Reykjavík’s premiere South Indian 
restaurant. The menu is made up of different 
masala, tikka and tandoori dishes and also 
various seafood curries.

Pósthússtræti 17

4

Grái Kötturinn

Super relaxed and cosy diner/café below 
street level. This place makes the best 
hangover breakfast ever (the truck!) and 
any-other-day breakfast as well. It’s a nice 
and relaxing place to eat and increase your 
caffeine intake and chill with friends or with 
some reading material.

Hverfisgata 16a

3

Den Danske Kro

The Danish Bar is located on Ingólfsstræti, 
just off Laugavegur where Q Bar once stood. 
The bar serves up Danish favourites, such as 
open-face smørrebrød sandwiches, Danish 
Tuborg beer and Aquavit schnapps.
How to ask for a large beer in Danish: “Hej, 
jeg vil gerne have en stor øl, tak”. 

Ingólfsstræti 3
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useful numbers

Emergency number: 112
Medical help: 1770
Dental emergency: 575 0505
Information: 118
Taxi: Hreyfill-Bæjarleiðir: 588 5522
      BSR: 561 0000

 tax Free Refund

Iceland Refund, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 564 6400

 tourist information

Arctic Adventures, Laugavegur 11,

tel: 562 7000

City Centre, Aðalstræti 2, tel: 590 1550

Iceland Excursions – Grayline Iceland, 

Hafnarstræti 20, tel: 540 1313

the Icelandic travel Market, Bankastræti 
2, tel: 522 4979

trip, Laugavegur 54, tel: 433 8747

 Pharmacies

Lyf og heilsa, Egilsgata 3, tel: 563 1020

Lyfja, Laugavegur 16, tel: 552 4045 and 
Lágmúla 5, tel: 533-2300

 Coach terminal

BSÍ, Vatnsmýrarvegur 10,

tel: 562 1011, www.bsi.is

 Domestic airlines

Air Iceland, Reykjavíkurflugvöllur,

tel: 570 3030, www.flugfelag.is

Eagle Air, Hótel Loftleiðir, tel: 562-4200

 Public transport

The only public transport available in 
Reykjavík is the bus. Most buses run every 
20–30 minutes (the wait may be longer on 
weekends) and the price per fare is 350 ISK 
for adults and children. Multiple day passes 
are available for purchase at select locations. 
Complete route map available at: www.bus.
is. Tel: 540 2700. Buses run from 07:00–24:00 
on weekdays and 10:00–24:00 on weekends. 
Main terminals are: Hlemmur and Lækjartorg

Opening Hours

Bars and clubs: According to regulations, 
bars can stay open until 01:00 on  weekdays 
and 05:30 on weekends.

Shops: Mon.–Fri. 10:00–18:00, Sat. 

10:00–16:00, Sun. closed. The shopping cen-
tres Kringlan and Smáralind as well as most 
supermarkets and tourist shops have longer 
opening hours. 

Swimming pools: Weekdays 06:30–22:00 
and weekends 09:00–17:00, although each 
pool varies plus or minus a few hours.  
Banks in the centre are open Mon.-Fri. 
09:00-16:00.

 Post Offices 

Post offices are located around the city. The 
downtown post office is at Pósthússtræti 
3–5, open Mon.–Fri. 09:00–18:00. Stamps are 
also sold at bookstores, gas stations, tourist 
shops and some grocery stores.
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7 Hemmi og Valdi

This friendly café/bar is located at the former 
site of legendary record store Hljómalind. 
Enjoy excellent coffee and buns during the 
day, binge on cheap beer and foosball during 
the night. The brilliant atmosphere makes it a 
local favourite, and you will enjoy it too.

Laugavegur 21
nikita

The Icelandic skate design brand Nikita now 
has a flagship store in Reykjavík and girl, it 
is awesome! The hot pink exterior is only the 
beginning; inside you’ll be treated to some 
of the coolest and most comfortable ladies 
street and skate wear on the market. 

Laugavegur 56
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E

Save Water, Drink Beer

AUSTURSTRÆTI 12  •  101 REYKJAVÍK  • ENSKIBARINN@ENSKIBARINN.IS  

THE LONDON 2012 OLYMPIC GAMES
All the events and all the action.

Live music every night.
Great outdoor area on the sunny side!

H A F N A R S T R Æ T I  5  &
S KÓL AVÖR ÐU S T ÍG U R  10



What’s up, Birna?
Hi! Well this time of year my days are 
filled with rainbows as I am among the 
good people organizing the Reykjavík 
Gay Pride along with running Pink 
Iceland, an LGBT travel company, 
with my girlfriend. I am also a nurse 
and the other half of the DJ duo DJ 
Glimmer, so you could also find me at 
the hospital or at various parties.

Coffee is an essential part of my 
mornings. Two of my favourite coffee 
places are in walking distance, so if 
my girlfriend, or I, haven’t put the pot 
on, we like to walk by Kaffismiðjan 
on Frakkastígur to visit Gunni and 
Sonja for a delish cup or Kaffitár in 
Bankastræti.

As my office is next to Vísir, a small 
grocery store on Laugavegur, I go 
there frequently to pick up sandwich 
material or the famous AB mjólk. If 
the weather is treating us nicely I like 
finding a great spot outside down 
town to enjoy lunch.

Mid-days are often spent at the office 
planning exciting excursions and often 
weddings and honeymoons for Pink 
Iceland’s travellers. Also meetings 
with fun collaborators and co-workers 
plotting on how to make this world a 
better place and how to make Pink 
Iceland the best company, ever.

Going for a dip in Sundhöllin, swim 
a few laps and jumping of the 
three meter board is a great way to 
freshen up after a day’s work. I love 
the building, the people and the 
atmosphere there.

Nothing is better than an evening 
spent with family and friends wether it 
is at home, over red wine, prosciutto, 
cheese and olives at Tíu Dropar on 
Laugavegur or just strolling around 
the great city of Reykjavík.
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Fótógrafí

Fotografí uses its downtown Reykjavík 
location to display the work of Icelandic and 
international photographers, holding regular 
exhibitions where you can view beautiful 
landscapes or human subjects in photos. 
Photo books, prints and posters are also 
on sale. 

Skólavörðustígur 22

12Brynja

In business for more than 90 years now 
(and with good reason), this Laugavegur 
hardware store offers everything you need 
to fix up your house, and compliments it 
with some helpful and knowledgeable clerks 
that can even guide you through simple 
repairs. 

Laugavegur 29

10

 Public phones

There aren’t many public payphones in the 
city centre. The tourist information centre 
at Aðalstræti 2, City Hall, Kolaportið, en-
trance at Landsbankinn and in Lækjargata. 
Prepaid international phone cards are 
recommended for int’l callers.

 Internet Access

Most cafés offer free wireless internet ac-
cess. Computers with internet connections 
are available to use at:

Ráðhúskaffi City Hall, Tjarnargata 11

Ground Zero, Frakkastígur 8, near 
Laugavegur 45 

The Reykjavík City Library, Tryggvagata 15

The National and University Library, Arn-
grímsgata 3

Tourist Information Centre, Aðalstræti 2

Icelandic Travel Market, Bankastræti 2

Reykjavík Backpackers, Laugavegur 28

 Swimming Pools 

There are several swimming pools in Reyk-
javík. The one in 101 Reykjavík, Sundhöll 
Reykjavíkur, is an indoor one, located at 
Barónsstígur. That pool features a nice 
sunbathing area and some outdoor hot 
tubs. Opening hours: Monday to Thursday 
from 06:30–22:00, Friday from 06:30–20:00, 
Saturday from 08:00–16:00, and Sunday 
from 10:00–18:00. 

 Public toilets

Public toilets in the centre can be found 
inside the green poster covered towers 
located, for example, at Hlemmur, Ingólfs-
tortorg, by Hallgrímskirkja, by Reykjavík Art 
Museum, Lækjargata and by Eymundsson 
on Skólavörðustígur. Toilets can also be 
found inside the Reykjavík City Hall and the 
Reykjavík Library.

nEW In tOWn

For a map of outside downtown Reykjavík 
visit www.grapevine.is or the Icelandic 
phonebook website www.ja.is
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LEGEnD 13

Fríða Frænka

This small boutique is a jam-packed 
treasure chest overflowing with antique 
furniture and items to perk up your 
apartment. In every corner of the shop you’ll 
find some unique items, including lamps, 
pillows, gorgeous 60s sofas, tables, and a 
selection of vintage jewellery

Vesturgata 3

11

LunCH >

AFtERnOOn >

MID-DAY >

HEAt OF tHE nIGHt >

A Day In the Life
Birna Hronn Bjornsdóttir

EARLY MORnInG >

Bergsson Mathús
Templarsund 3

With fresh and (mostly) organic food, great 
ambience and even better coffee, Bergsson 
Mathús is quickly drawing flocks of diners. 
Nestled next to Austurvöllur, the month-old 
café and restaurant is open from 7:00 to 19:00. 
It sells goodies like muffins (for 550 ISK) and a 
breakfast plate in the morning and a rotating 
menu of items in the afternoon and evening. 
Most of its plates (from 1,500 to 1,900 ISK), 
including fresh teriyaki salmon and a mild chili, 
are made with local ingredients. It also features 
a bevy of colorful salads – both the fruit and 
veggie kind. 



A R T
in July & August

Hlandvættir
 Guðmundur thoroddsen

This exhibition of wooden sculp-
tures and drawings portrays men of 
different ages in everyday activities.
Runs until August 9. 

i8 Gallery 
 Egill Sæbjörnsson

An exhibition of new works will 
continue the Icelandic artist's 
experimentation with elements of 
sculpture, animation and sound. 
The exhibition consists of three 
installations where the communica-
tion between sculptural objects and 
computer-animated image projec-
tions create self-generative works.
Runs through August 30

Knitting Iceland
 Come and knit at Laugavegur 25, 3rd 

floor, every Thursday, 14:00 - 18:00.
 On permanent view
Latin Dance Studio, Faxafen 12
 Guided Practica 
 Argentine tango, Sundays from 

17:30-19:30. Register by phone 821 
6929 or email tangoadventure@gmail.
com, 500 ISK for students, 800 ISK 
for others. Six- week courses are also 
available.

 On permanent view
Mokka-Kaffi

Democratic Moment by Katrín 
Agnes Klar
 "Democratic Moment" is an 
expanding series of hundreds of 
mobile phone photographs taken by 
Katrín Agnes Klar, the prints of which 
show the mirrored sun in various 
house windows in cities such as 
Reykjavík, Berlin and St. Petersburg.
 Runs until August 9

Museum of Design – 
Hönnunarsafn Íslands 

Something to Write Home About
The emerging changes in Icelandic 
design are on display to highlight 
how product designers are 
embracing more collaboration. 
Runs until October 14

National Gallery of Iceland
Hypnotized by Iceland
Works by artists inspired by Iceland's 
powerful, dangerous and endangered 
waterfalls.

 Runs until November 4
Inspired by Iceland
 This exhibit explores visually the 
non-verbal, non-narrative beauty of 
Iceland's natural landscapes.

 Runs until November 4
Archive – Endangered Waters

 An interactive installation by Ice-
landic artist Rúrí, which features 52 
photographs of waterfalls around the 
country, developed on transparent 
film, mounted on sliding plates in a 
large archive. When pulled out from 
the archive, the particular sound of 
each waterfall plays, as recorded by 
Rúrí at the location.
 Runs until December 31

The National Museum
 Advent in the Highlands
 Photographer Sigurjón Pétursson  

 took his inspiration for this collection  
 of work from the novella 'Aðventa' by  
 Gunnar Gunnarsson. Sigurjón's  
 pictures are drawn from passages  
 from the book. The result is a series of  
 photographs capturing the still beauty  
 of the highlands near Mývatn.

 Runs until September 
 the Making of a nation - Heritage 

and History in Iceland
 This exhibition is intended to provide 

insight into the history of the Icelandic 
nation from the Settlement to the 
present day.

 On permanent view
The Nordic House
    the Library 

The collection centers around new Nor-
dic literature, both fiction and nonfiction. 
The library lends out novels, academic 
publications, audio books and more.

 On permanent view 
Watercolours by Lars Lerin
Swedish artist Lars Lerin contrasts the 
sheer grandeur of the natural world 
against the bleakness of human life 
on the Norwegian Lofoten Islands in a 
series of watercolor paintings.

 Runs until August 12
Reykjavík Art Museum - 
Ásmundarsafn
 the Fire Within
 A collection of sculptures by Ásmundur 

Sveinsson housed in his former home. 
The pieces explore three major themes: 
the woman as lover, the brutality of war 
and the unknown frontier of outer space.

 Runs until April 14, 2013

Reykjavík Art Museum- Hafnarhús
 Erró- Drawings from 1944-2012
 The exhibition consists of more than 

200 drawings Erró has done since 
1944 until the present day.

 Runs until August 19
(I)ndependent People - 
Collaborations and Artists 
Initiatives

 (I)ndependent People asks if and how 
collaboration can operate in negotia-
tion with contesting ideas and desires, 
and yet allow for unplanned action. 
This large-scale collaboration takes 
place at a cluster of museums, galler-
ies, artist-run spaces and institutions 
in the capital area. Focusing on visual 
art from the Nordic region, the exhibi-
tions are conceived as an opportunity 
to establish and instigate a discussion 
around the relationships between 
international and Nordic networks 
from the perspective of collaborative 
and artist-initiated processes. 

 Runs until Sept. 2
Reykjavík Art Museum- 
Kjavalsstaðir
 Kjarval - Key Works
 Reykjavík Art Museum draws on 

its extensive collection of works 
by Jóhannes S. Kjarval for ongoing 
exhibitions at Kjarvalsstaðir. The cur-
rent exhibition in the Kjarval Gallery 
features key works of Kjarval’s oeuvre 
and offers a unique and powerful ret-
rospective from Iceland’s most beloved 
painter.

 Permanent exhibition
 

i8 Gallery
Tryggvagata 16

101 Reykjavík
Iceland

info@i8.is

T: +354 551 3666
www.i8.is

i8 was founded in 1995 and represents an eclectic mix of
Icelandic and international contemporary artists.

BIRGIR ANDRÉSSON

ÓLAFUR ELÍASSON

HREINN FRIÐFINNSSON

KRISTJÁN GUÐMUNDSSON

SIGURÐUR GUÐMUNDSSON

ELÍN HANSDÓTTIR

RONI HORN

RAGNAR KJARTANSSON

EGGERT PÉTURSSON

FINNBOGI PÉTURSSON

RAGNA RÓBERTSDÓTTIR

EGILL SÆBJÖRNSSON

KARIN SANDER

HRAFNKELL SIGURÐSSON

IGNACIO URIARTE

ÍVAR VALGARÐSSON

ÞÓR VALGARGSSON

LAWRENCE WEINER

Opening hours: Tuesday - Friday, 11-5pm, Saturday, 1-5pm.
Join our mailing list on www.i8.is or join us on Facebook.

EGILL SÆBJÖRNSSON
12 July – 30 August 2012

GRÓFARHÚS 6th floor
Tryggvagata 15, 101 Reykjavik 

Opening hours: 
12–19 mon–fri, 13–17 weekends

www.photomuseum.is

Reykjavik Museum 
of Photography

Exhibitions all year round 

ADMISSION FREE

Mapping Time in Space
the Dwarf Gallery

Opening: August 3, 19:00-21:00; August 4 and 5, 18:00-20:00

Exhibitions at the Dwarf Gallery (Gallerí Dvergur) are sporadic and spontaneous 
– much like the habits of an actual dwarf. But when this tiny non-profit, artist-
run gallery does open, it always promises something special and this next exhibit 
(which happens to mark the gallery’s tenth year) is no exception. German artists 
Susanna Brenner and Felix Ritter’s video installation “Mapping 10 Minutes” will 
run for one weekend on August 3 and 5. Their project is a sort of game, an at-
tempt to connect Mercatorplein, a town square in Amsterdam, with its namesake, 
the cartographer Gerardus Mercator who turned 500 earlier this year. Brenner 
and Ritter filmed the square from above over the course of ten minutes earlier this 
summer. This film will be projected on a screen, creating a map of space in time, 
of people on their individual journeys through a small corner of the world. If you 
want to be sure not to miss it, take note of the very short opening times! This will 
be the gallery’s last show before 2013. EJP

BanThai
1/10 The Best Restaurant in Iceland
the best thai food
year 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012

Laugavegur 130,  ofan við Hlemm
Tel: 55-22-444, 692-0564

www.yummy.is
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Ban Thai is the finest Thai restaurant in Iceland
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List of licenced Tour 
Operators and Travel 
Agencies on:  

visiticeland.com

Licensing and
registration of travel-
related services
The Icelandic Tourist Board issues licences to tour operators and travel agents, 
as well as issuing registration to booking services and information centres.

Tour operators and travel agents are required to use a special logo approved 
by the Icelandic Tourist Board on all their advertisements and on their Internet 
website.

Booking services and information centres are entitled to use a Tourist 
Board logo on all their material. The logos below are recognised by the 
Icelandic Tourist Board.
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in July & August

Hangman's Rock - the Delirium of a 
Vision

 Work by painter Jóhannes Kjarval and 
other artists like Finnur Jónsson look 
to dissolve borders between external 
and internal reality, with works that 
depict lava fields and the paradoxes of 
visual perception.

 Runs through Aug. 26
Reykjavík City Museum 
 Reykjavík 871 +/- 2 
 the Settlement Exhibition 
 Archaeological findings from ruins of 

one of the first houses in Iceland and 
other excavations in the city centre, 
open daily 10:00-17:00, 600 ISK per 
adult, 300 ISK for children (children 
under 12, free) and 450 ISK per person 
in groups (10+).

 On permanent view
Reykjavík Maritime Museum
 From Poverty to Abundance 
 Photos documenting Icelandic fisher-

men at the turn of the 20th century.
 On permanent view

 the History of Sailing 
 Iceland's maritime history and the 

growth of the Reykjavík Harbour.
 On permanent view
 the Call of Sagas 
 An exhibition from Finland about an 

adventurous voyage in an open boat 
from Finland to Iceland, honoring the 
old viking shipping routes. 

 On permanent view
 the Watercolours of Ólafur 
 thorlacius 
 Ólafur Þór worked with the Icelandic 

Coast Guard for many years as a map-
maker. He is now retired and paints 
beautiful watercolors in his free time.

 On permanent view
Sigurjón Ólafsson Museum 
 Milestones: Sigurjón Ólafsson's 

Key Sculptures
 An exhibition with some of Sigurjón 

Ólafsson's key works from differ-
ent periods of his prolific career as 
a sculptor. The earliest work on the 
exhibition is a newly acquired relief of 

two sisters, which he made at his first 
year at the Royal Academy of Art in 
Copenhagen. This relief has not been 
exhibited in Iceland before.

 Runs until October 1
Skörin 
 Moved by Iceland

Unnur Óttarsdóttir makes jewelry 
with two of Iceland's most iconic 
materials - lava rocks and wool. In 
this exhibit, she invites the audience 
to participate in the living energy 
evoked by Iceland's volcanic history. 
There will be a special opening 
event at the gallery.

 Runs until August 14
Spark Design Space 
 OLLE & StEPHAn
 Swedish designers Olle and Stephan 

showcase their sleak, playful furniture 
in this exhibit.

 Runs until August 4

July 22, 2012, 08:53. Beside the sea and in front of the old herring factory in Djúpavík. Claus Sterneck’s exhibition, “Different III,” is 
located in the long white hall on the roof. Hear the accompanying sound by visiting www.claus-in-iceland.com/grapevine. 

Claus Sterneck’s “Different III” exhibition is located in the old herring factory in Djúpavík and is open daily until August 31, 
between 9:00 and 18:00. It features five different projects, with more than 250 photographs from Iceland on display. Admission 
is free. More information on Djúpavík at www.djupavik.com. More information on Claus at www.claus-in-iceland.com or on his 
Facebook page: facebook.com/claus.in.iceland.

“Different III” presents photographs by Claus 
Sterneck in the old Djúpavík herring factory

Hönnunarsafn Íslands
Museum of Design 
and Applied Art
Garðatorg 1, Garðabær
Tel. +354 512 1525
Open 12–17
Closed on Mondays
www.honnunarsafn.is

Kópavogur 
Art Museum-
Gerðarsafn
Hamraborg 4, Kópavogur
Tel. +354  570 0440
Open 11–17 
Closed on Mondays
www.gerdarsafn.is

Hafnarborg
The Hafnarfjordur 
Centre of Culture 
and Fine Art
Strandgata 34, Hafnarfjörður
Tel. +354 585 5790
Open 12–17 
Thursdays 12–21
Closed on Tuesdays
www.hafnarborg.is

To the Blue LagoonEiríkur Smith 
The Last Abstraction 
Hreinn Friðfinnsson 
House

Product designers 
Something to write  
home about

Gerður Helgadóttir and 
Svava Björnsdóttir
Summer ‘74 

Step into
the Viking Age
Experience Viking-Age Reykjavík at the  
new Settlement Exhibition. The focus of the 
exhibition is an excavated longhouse site which 
dates from the 10th century ad. It includes 
relics of human habitation from about 871, the 
oldest such site found in Iceland. 
 

Multimedia techniques bring Reykjavík’s  
past to life, providing visitors with insights  
into how people lived in the Viking Age, and 
what the Reykjavík environment looked like  
to the first settlers. 

The exhibition and 
museum shop are open 
daily 10–17

Aðalstræti 16 
101 Reykjavík / Iceland
Phone +(354) 411 6370
www.reykjavikmuseum.is
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            REYKJAVÍK
North Iceland
Akureyri
Akureyri Center for Visual Arts 
(Sjónlistamiðstöðin)

María Ósk
A collection of playful, colourful 
works by Akureyri-born artist María 
Ósk.
Runs until July 27
textílbomban
An exhibit of all textile art,   
including the largest national  
flag in Iceland!

 Runs until September 3
Glóbal-Lókal
Local artists use different media like 
photography, sculpture, drawing and 
videography to capture the essence 
of Iceland's "second city."

Akureyri Church
Summer concerts every Sunday
Runs until September 9
Talented classical musicians every 
Sunday for a month.

All around Akureyri 
"Ein með öllu" - Family Festival 
Aug. 2-5
This family-oriented festival starts 
Thursday and officially goes until 
Sunday. It features an open-air 
concert every night, and boasts 
something for everyone. 

Everything Everywhere in 
Akureyri
 Here + there + Everywhere =  

Everything
 June 23 - September 3
 Art explodes into the community, 

celebrating Akureyri’s 150th birth-
day. Seventy-one artists take part 
in a radical exploration of public 
art, weaving an intricate story into 
new spaces. The only place that this 
exhibition will not take place is at 
the local art museum. 

Reykjahlíð
Reikjahlíðarkirkja
 Reykholtshátið
 July 27-29
 The three-day festival will feature 

work from Brahms and Beethoven, 
performed by local and international 
musicians.

East Iceland
Seyðisfjörður
Skaftfell – Center for Visual Art
 In collaboration with the Icelandic 

Centre for Ethnology and  Folklore, 
Skaftfell is showing a collection of 
short videos. This was to collect 
narratives from all the inhabitants of 
Seyðisfjörður in 2011 and 2012 to give 
a bigger picture of the community. 

 Ongoing 
 night Screening
 August 5, 20:00
 A screening of new video pieces and 

short films by Austrian and Estonian 
filmmakers.

 Alkemisti: Skítagull
 Artist collective Roshambo will trans-

form the Bookshop-Projectspace into 
a site-specific setting for the group's 
projects and events.

 Runs until August 8 

South Iceland
Mosfellsbær 
Laxness Museum - 
Gluúfrasteinn
 Beethoven and Piazzola for Piano 

and Cello
 July 29 16:00
 A concert featury Guðný Jónsdót-

tir on cello and Elisabeth Streichert 
on piano. They will perform works 
by Ludwig von Beethoven and the 
Argentinian tango composer Ástor 
Piazzolo. Entrance fee is 1,000 ISK.

O U T SI D E
Reykjavík  in July & August

Hotel Laxness
 History of Wool Walking tour
 Culture & Craft offers a two-hour 

walking tour, where you can learn 
about the history of the wool industry 
in Mosfellsbær. The tour starts at 
Hótel Laxness at 13:00 and is about 
a 1,500 to 1,800 meter walkTours 
run through the end of August on 
weekdays and costs 3,900 ISK.

Vestmannaeyjar
Pompeii of the North, Westman 
Islands

Excavations project at the site of a 
1973 volcanic eruption on the
island of Heimaey.

 Ongoing
 

West Iceland
Borgarnes
The Icelandic Settlement Centre 
    Settlement & Egils Saga Exhibition 
 Daily, 10:00-21:00

The two exhibitions tell the saga 
of Icelandic's settlement and most 
famous viking and first poet: Egill 
Skallagrimsson. Cost is 2400 ISK for 
adults, 1800 ISK for children, seniors 
and students.

Reykholt
Reykhólar and Dalabyggð 
Commune
Project Valleys and Hills 
Exhibition Project
 June 30 - July 29

Ferð (A Journey)  is an exhibition  
project that uses abandoned houses 
and open spaces at eclectic sites in 
western Iceland.

Snorrastofa 
    Snorri Sturluson and his time 
 Daily, 10:00-21:00

An exhibit at Snorrastofa explores 
the life and times of famed Icelandic 
poet, historian and politician Snorri 
Sturluson. Cost is 1,000 ISK for 
adults, 800 ISK for seniors and 
students, and children under 16 get 
in free. 

A Classical Festival For Diehard Fans
Reykholtshátið

July 27-29 (varies)

Festival pass 10,000 ISK; single concert 3,000 ISK

Reykholtskirkja (Borgarfirði)

For the classically inclined, Reykholtshátið offers some respite for few and far be-
tween concerto performances outside the Harpa. The three-day concert comprises 
music from the masters, ranging from Brahms, Beethoven, Mozart and Strauss, to 
several works of Icelandic artists, performed by musicians from Iceland and abroad. 

The concert is for hard-core classical music fans. No fair-weather fans (or per-
haps fussy children) allowed. You’ll realise that after the first evening, though. 

Reykholtshátið begins with July 27 with its opening concert at 20:00. Finnish 
violinist Réka Szilvay joins native Auður Hafsteinsdóttir for a bout of Béla Bartók, fol-
lowed by the energetic rhapsodies of Johannes Brahms with Vovka Ashkenazy. Bryn-
dis Halla Gylfadottir and Steinunn Birna Ragnarsdóttir perform the work of Icelandic 
composer Jón Nordal with more afterward and finishing with Brahm’s Horn Trio. 

Following performances will include soprano Thora Einarsdóttir, pianist Heini 
Kärkkäinen, opera singer Sirkka Lampimäki, pianist Eliisa Suni, and others. Other 
featured composers will be Ludwig van Beethoven, Jean Sibelius and Claude-Achille 
Debussy. 

Like a fine red wine, Reykholtshátið will doubtlessly prove balanced but with a 
certain multilayered complexity. If arias, sonatas and concertos are your thing, make 
Reykholtshátið a prime destination. Tickets can be purchased as midi.is.  BW

PIZZA
small menu

delicious

LAUGAVEGUR 28B, ABOVE SPUUTNIK SECOND HAND SHOP

Sunny 
terrace!

+

KAFFIBARINN PRESENTS:

FUNKÞÁTTURINN
ICELAND’S PREMIER RADIO PROGRAM

Thursdays
22:00 - 00:00
on X-ið FM 97.7
facebook.com/funkthatturinn

Two hours of the best rhythms that money can buy
 presented by Don Balli Funk, Terrordisco 

& Símon FKNHNDSM

WELCOME CARD
See more and save more 
when visiting Reykjavík. 
Free admissions and discounts 
off tours, shopping and services 
for 24, 48 or 72 hours.
Great value for money.

The Welcome Card can 
be purchased at:
The Centre, major hotels, museums,
tourist information centres and 
Hlemmur and BSÍ bus stations.

WELCOME CARD2009 - 2010

48

INCLUDING CITY BUS TRANSPORT, FREE ADMISSIONS, DISCOUNTS OFF TOURS, 
SHOPPING, AND SERVICES 
AVAILABLE FOR 24, 48 AND 72 HOURS. 

WELCOME CARD
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www.visitreykjavik.is
Aðalstræti 2 • 101 Reykjavík • Tel +354 590 1550 • info@visitreykjavik.is



O U T SI D E
Reykjavík  in July & August

West Fjords
Djúpavík
Hotel Djúpavík
 Opens July 15,10:00 
 Fjaran/ Littoral Zone

An exhibition of new work by Scot-
tish artists Ishbel Macdonald and
Rhiannon Van Muysen. Paintings, 
prints and installations explore the
biology and geology of land and sea.

 Runs through August 31

At the seashore the giant lobster makes 

appointments with mermaids and landlubbers. 

He waves his large claws, attracting those desiring 

to be in the company of starfish and lumpfish.

> Only 45 minutes drive from Reykjavík

Eyrarbraut 3, 825 Stokkseyri, Iceland · Tel. +354 483 1550

Fax. +354 483 1545 · info@fjorubordid.is · www.fjorubordid.is

by the sea 
 and a delicious lobster

at Fjörubordid in Stokkseyri

Reykjavík

Stokkseyri
Eyrarbakki - The Seashore restaurant
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Summer opening hours: Mon - Sun 12:00 to 22:00

10%Discount

If you bring this printout we give you 10% discount

Gandhi Indian restaurant
Pósthússtræti 17; 101 Reykjavík
ICELAND  - Tel.: (+354) 511 1991
www.gandhi.is   e-mail: gandhi@gandhi.is

Example from our menu:

Indverskt ævint ri – Indian 
adventure
Let our chefs surprise you with fish, 
chicken and vegetarian courses 
accompanied with nan bread and raitha.
Indverskur eftirréttur – Indian dessert

 ISK 4.900 - 10% = ISK 4.410
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Akureyri Art Shines
Glóbal-Lókal

Runs until September 9

Sjónlistamiðstöðin (Akureyri)

Akureyri is often referred to as Iceland’s 
second city because of its popula-
tion and relative build-up of municipal 
and industrial infrastructure. Although 
the first recorded mention of the city 
dates from 1562 when a woman was 
convicted of sleeping with a dude sans 
marriage certificate, it’s come a long 
way. Alongside its civic prosperity in 
the few hundred years came a cultural 
growth as well, which a group of artists 
are hoping to encapsulate in a new 
exhibition at Sjónlistamiðstöðin. 

Glóbal-Lókal is made up of the 
works of six artists: Arna Valsdóttir, 
Baldvin Ringsted, Hlynur Hallsson, Jóní 
Jónsdóttir, Jóna Hlíf Halldórsdóttir and 
Níels Hafstein. 

These artists, who know the area 
intimately, are presenting a fused vision 
of the city as international but with 
regard to its close-knit community. They 
do so with varying media: photography, 
sculpture, drawing and videography. 
Their diverse voices mesh to give a 
cross-section of life in Akureyri as can 
only be experienced to be fully known, 
presenting the rich history and vibrant 
culture in a singular manner. 

If you want to know a side of 
Akureyri the history books can’t tell 
you, head there yourself and catch the 
exhibit before it leaves. BW

Turning The Natural Into The Artistic
FIRÐIR

Runs until Aug. 12, Wednesday-Sunday 13:00-18:00

Free

Bíldudalur

Artists Ragna Róbertsdóttir and Harpa Árnadóttir team up for their first exhibi-
tion together—a foray into using the natural landscape not only as muse but as 
medium as well. 

The exhibition takes place in the small hamlet of Bíldudalur, specifically a 
110-year-old schoolhouse that lies near the town’s centre. Like many Icelandic 
cities, Bíldudalur is in a fjord: Arnarfjörður. This proves appropriate for the exhibi-
tion as both artists have personal ties to the area and spend part of the year there. 

Ragna and Harpa modify natural elements, mainly coming from the ocean 
that laps at the shores of Arnarfjörður. Algal limestone from the sea gives Ragna 
something raw with which to work unchanged, while Harpa crushes coral into 
powder, transforming it into paint. Ragna also uses various seashells, the homes 
of organisms since passed, including compact elbow shells found on the fjord’s 
sandy shores. 

Ragna’s work has been exhibited in various parts of Europe and the U.S., 
while Harpa’s work has been seen widely in Nordic countries. Markús Þór An-
drésson curates the project. BW
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For your mind, body and soul 

Whales are being killed to feed tourists
Don’t let your visit leave a bad taste in your mouth

R E V I E W S R E V I E W S

First thing you need to know about Slip-
pbar is that the plates get served the 
moment they are ready. We made the 
mistake of ordering charcuterie and 
what I figured qualified as a first course 
and a main course together, and they all 
arrived immediately and all at the same 
time. So we ended up looking like a pair 
of blob monsters with a broken fridge. 
Granted, this idiosyncrasy is outlined on 
the menu but a little heads-up from the 
servers would have been nice. This is 
was in line with the service that was to 
follow, individual servers were fine once 
you could get a hold of them, but getting 
their attention was like flag-signalling a 
troglobite. Which was weird since there 
was easily one server per seated table.
 So, lucky ducky that Slippbar serve 
yummy gummy food. And since it all ar-
rived together, we can talk about this in 
no particular order.
 The charcuterie (3,100 ISK) was 
probably the best I’ve had in Iceland 
(which isn’t saying much) and seems to 
be assembled based on availability. Al-
though I’m not sure if charcuterie is the 
right term, since in my book that only 
applies to meats and Slippbar’s platter 
always seems to include pickles, cheese, 
nuts and bread—“antipasto” would seem 
like a better fit. This time around, it was 
composed of the Icelandic “Ljótur” blue 
cheese, a sharp cheddar, olives, ser-
rano, chorizo, pepperoni, a leek kielbasa 
(I think) and pickled fennel, which sat 
there like a pale acidic jellyfish and really 
helped brighten up the meats. A pretty 
aggressive platter.
 The menu bears the marks of the 
constant dialogue that takes place be-
tween modern cuisine in this country 
and Icelandic food heritage. Icelandic 
restaurant culture came into its own 
about 10–15 years ago. I distinctly re-
member when I saw my first mango, my 
first avocado and even my first taco—
none of this stuff was widely available 
until well after I was born. (I recently hit 
30.) And coincidentally, this transforma-
tion of the Icelandic food scene takes 
place during turbulent times in world 
cuisine. There are a number of food 
movements operating at the same time. 
Trends burn out in a matter of weeks 
and the concurrent demand for novelty 
and authenticity seems to be here to 
stay. So these are treacherous waters 
and Iceland’s lack of a proper culinary 
heritage gave it buoyancy to begin with, 
but it remains to be seen whether it will 
help in the long run. God knows there 

is only so much you can do with trout, 
liquorice and rye bread before you’ve 
backed yourself into a corner. Icelandic 
chefs have shown a lot of ingenuity but 
they have their work cut out for them.
 Example of that was the shredded 
clothes (2,750 ISK), basically a lamb 
ropa vieja with roasted root vegetables, 
served on toast. It’s an excellent dish, 
both saucy and tender and a nice way 
of inflicting outside influences on local 
ingredients. Recommended.
 The Marina fish soup (2,750 ISK), 
“possibly the best fish soup in town,” 
was a seafood soup similar to bouilla-
baisse. It had scallops and salmon, was 
quite light and sharp and heavy on to-
matoes. A good alternative to the creamy 
chowders around town but not particu-
larly remarkable in other ways.
 Slippbar offered a happy hour on gin 
cocktails while we were there, and I re-
ally enjoyed my gin gimlet with the kaffir 
lime leaf. The rosemary fizz one with the 
egg white was kind of pointless though—
it basically tasted like a fizzy gimlet with 
a rosemary loogie. Crazy stuff. Inciden-
tally, one of the best drag queens in 
Iceland (out of uniform, regrettably) 
seemed to be running the show behind 
the bar the night I was there and doing a 
damn good job of it too.
 The calamari (1,690 ISK) was nice 
and tender in a lightly coloured orly bat-
ter and came with a real tonsil tickler of 
a chilli sauce. It was called “squid and 
aioli” on the menu – Slippbarinn seem to 
be going to some lengths in avoiding the 
Italian culinary terms.
 I like the design of Marina. It’s livelier 
than the other Icelandair hotels. Seems 
like someone actually tried to inject 
some character into the bar and lobby, 
although the large wooden sculpture of 
an old man taking a leak outside the re-
strooms was too much character for my 
tastes. 
 Speaking of which, let’s end with a 
splash and mention the highlight of the 
evening—the flatbread (2,250 ISK). The 
flatbread comes in three varieties, I can’t 
vouch for the other two, but the salted 
cod and tomato flatbread is definitely 
worth a revisit. Basically a piadina the 
size of a 9” pizza, loaded with brown ol-
ives, mizuna, pesto, tomatoes, chunks of 
salted cod and large flakes of parmesan. 
Kind of like a Catalan pizza and mucho 
tasty.

   RAGnAR EGILSSOn 
  ALÍSA KALYAnOVA 

yummy Gummy, 
Mucho tasty

Slippbar at Hotel  
Reykjavík Marina
Mýrargata 2, 101 Reykjavík

What we think 
Tasty dishes of all sizes, served as 
they come 

Flavour:  
Kind of Icelandic-Italian disguised 
as French-Spanish 

Ambiance:   
Share a cocktail and watch the 
dockworkers

Service:   
Haphazard

Price for 2 (with drinks):   
8–12,000 ISK



Iceland’s 
Restaurant of the year 
2009 & 2010 
by the Nordic Prize

 Nordic House  Sturlugata 5  101 Reykjavik  tel. +354 552 1522   www.dillrestaurant.is  
Open for lunch every day from 11.30 and for dinner wednesday to sunday from 19.00.
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Lady, I Got Buddies Who Died Face Down in 
The Muck So That You and I Could Enjoy This 
Family Restaurant!

Lebowski Bar only has one significant 
downside. When I’ve gone there on a 
Friday night I find I tend to bump into 
a measure of the rat-bastard wannabe 
thugs that Reykjavík has in ample sup-
ply. So if you don’t have the patience 
for that (or if you simply don’t roll on 
shabbos) then you should find nothing 
to distract you on a weekday from the 
wonders of this nostalgic bar/diner in-
spired by the Coen brothers’ 1998 cult 

classic ‘The Big Lebowski.’
 The owners of Lebowski Bar would 
seem to have taken their cues from the 
Lebowski kneipe in Friedrichshain, Ber-
lin, but the Icelandic version surpasses 
its influence in every way (except al-
cohol prices, but they can hardly be 
blamed for that). Lebowski Bar goes all 
in, in every way, having divided the in-
terior into four separate themes—bowl-
ing alley, a southern-style porch, a ‘50s 
diner, and a kind of ‘60s playboy lounge 
bar on the upper floor. And they have 
managed to tie the room together quite 
nicely, although I must admit that I had 
been hoping for an acid flashback bowl-
ing heaven, with a Saddam Hussein im-
personator working the bar, a cowboy 
robot dispensing advice from a corner 
and a swinging Julianne Moore man-
nequin suspended above a floor decked 
wall to wall with urine-soaked rugs…but 
that was probably asking for too much. 
 Lebwoski Bar, it turns out, is only 
loosely inspired by the film. Instead the 
aim seems to have been to create the 
kind of establishment that The Dude 
might appreciate. And I can’t say they’re 
wrong. The music is good, the bartend-
ers are friendly and they make a mean 
White Russian.
 The diner themed portion of the bar 
is where they sling their burgers and 
fries. They may not live up to the In-and-
Out burgers that The Dude lusted for, 
but we’re still talking about a pretty tasty 
burger. Those familiar with the Icelan-
dic burger joint Hamborgarabúllan, will 
know exactly what to expect, since Leb-
owski serves essentially the same burg-

ers, slightly pricier but with the option 
of rinsing them down with an alcoholic 
beverage.
 The menu offers four versions of 
burger, and buffalo wings. A steak burg-
er, which is basically just ground from a 
higher quality meat (don’t picture slices 
of sirloin), a bacon burger, a basic ses-
ame-free cheese burger and a burger 
with béarnaise sauce. (I’d recommend 
ordering a side of béarnaise whichever 
burger you end up going with.) You pay 
500 ISK extra for swapping the soda for 
a beer, which is a pretty solid deal. 
 Burgers in Iceland used to be univer-
sally terrible as little as a decade years 
ago, but these days Lebowski’s burgers 
would count as little more than average. 
A good choice if you get the munchies 
and don’t want to slam down the beer 
and head down to Hamborgarabúllan. 
I recommend indulging in one of their 
shakes afterwards, especially the pea-
nut butter or caramel varieties. It’s an 
honest-to-god diner shake, which can 
be hard to come by in downtown Reyk-
javík.
 My only complaint was the snail-
paced service. We were the only cus-
tomers there on a Saturday night, and 
still it took a good 40 minutes to turn 
out a couple of beers and some wings. 
Seems the cook stumbled upon The 
Dude’s secret stash. Lebowski Bar is a 
great mainstream bar and although the 
burgers might not be out-of-this-world, 
they sure beat sitting at home with pee-
stains on your carpet.

   RAGnAR EGILSSOn 
  ALÍSA KALYAnOVA 

Lebowski Bar
Laugarvegur 20a, 101 Reykjavík

What we think 
Basic burgers and fries, similar to 
Hamborgarabúllan. Great selection 
of White Russians and fun design

Flavour:  
Like, you know, American and stuff 

Ambiance:   
Playful, nice music, a good place to 
hang out

Service:   
Great bar service, but the burger 
folks need more caffeine

Price for 2 (with drinks):   
3,500–4,500 including beers



Inside the Volcano
Journey towards the Center of the Earth

Descend 120 meters 
into the dormant 

Thrihnukagigur 
volcano.

InsideTheVolcano.com 

For the first time in history, travelers have the opportunity to see what 

a volcano looks like on the inside. Descend into a 4.000 year old 

magma chamber and experience a new underground world. 

•  Only available this summer, from June 15th
•  Frequent daily departures
•  Maximum 15 people in each tour
•  Duration: 5-6 hours
•  Minimum age: 12 years

Price: ISK 37,000 per person

Book now at InsideTheVolcano.com or 
at your nearest Tourist Information Desk. 

Tel. (+354) 863 6640

Extensive safety procedures are followed at all stages of the tour and visitors are accompanied by specially 
trained guides at all times. All equipment and processes have been tested extensively and approved by the 
administration of Occupational Safety and Health in Iceland. 

For the first time in history, travelers have the opportunity to see what 

a volcano looks like on the inside. Descend into a 4.000 year old 

magma chamber and experience a new underground world. 

•  Only available this summer, from June 15th
•  Frequent daily departures
•  Maximum 15 people in each tour
•  Duration: 5-6 hours
•  Minimum age: 12 years

Price: ISK 37,000 per person

Book now at InsideTheVolcano.com or 
at your nearest Tourist Information Desk. 

Tel. (+354) 863 6640

Extensive safety procedures are followed at all stages of the tour and visitors are accompanied by specially 
trained guides at all times. All equipment and processes have been tested extensively and approved by the 
administration of Occupational Safety and Health in Iceland. 

For the first time in history, travelers have the opportunity to see what 

a volcano looks like on the inside. Descend into a 4.000 year old 

magma chamber and experience a new underground world. 

•  Only available this summer, from June 15th
•  Frequent daily departures
•  Maximum 15 people in each tour
•  Duration: 5-6 hours
•  Minimum age: 12 years

Price: ISK 37,000 per person

Book now at InsideTheVolcano.com or 
at your nearest Tourist Information Desk. 

Tel. (+354) 863 6640

Extensive safety procedures are followed at all stages of the tour and visitors are accompanied by specially 
trained guides at all times. All equipment and processes have been tested extensively and approved by the 
administration of Occupational Safety and Health in Iceland. 


